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Myanmar newspapers and journals at a roadside news stand in Yangon. Pxoto: Ave Min Soe
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ADB to pour $100m into road upgrade

YeMyint

THE Asian Development Bank
ADB announced yesterday that
it will provide a US$100 mil-
lion loan to upgrade a section
of road in Myanmar which is
currently considered the “miss-
ing link” of the Greater Mekong
Sub-region’s East-West Corri-
dor.

The completion of the My-
anmar sections of the corridor
will link Da Nang in Viet Nam
with Mawlamyine and Y angon.
Along with the ADB-assisted
project, the Government of Thai-
land is separately supporting im-

provements to the road linking
Kawkareik and Myawaddy on
the border with Thailand, while
the section between Eindu and
the main Yangon-Mawlamyine
highway is being rehabilitated
through a government-managed
build-operate-transfer  conces-
sion operated by a private My-
anmar company.

The loan will be used to up-
grade a 66.4 kilometre section
of atwo-lane road between Ein-
du and Kawkareik townships in
Kayin State which also has the
principal road link to Thailand.
According to the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB), 25 percent

of Myanmar’s land-based trade
relies on this route.

“Upgrading this stretch of
the road will complete improve-
ments to Myanmar’s sections of
the GMS East West-Corridor.
Thiswill open up new economic
opportunities for the state and
country and support inclusive
growth,” said James Leather,
Principal Transport Specialist in
ADB'’s Southeast Asia Depart-
ment.

The project will improve
the road section in line with
Greater Mekong Sub-region
road network standards. An
access road to a river port in

Kyondoe Township will also be
upgraded using the funds, said
the Manila-based lender.

ADB’s loan comes from
the bank’s concessional Asian
Development Fund. Addition-
al co-financing support of $20
million is being provided by the
ASEAN Infrastructure Fund,
with the Government of Myan-
mar providing counterpart sup-
port of $1.8 million. The project
will run for over 3 years with
an estimated completion date of
September 2019.

According to the bank, the
project's scheduled completion
date is September 2019.

NEWSPAPER SALES SOAR AFTER ELECTION

KoMoe

SALES of newspapers and
journals at stalls have reached its
peak after the historic November
8 election, of which the Nationa
League for Democracy officially
won yesterday.

“Sales doubled on the day
after the general elections,” said
Maung Maung Tar, a newspaper
vendor at Thamine Junction in
Y angon.

The demand for dailies,
which are cheaper than week-
ly journals, is now higher in the
market, said a vendor at Shwe-
gondine junction.

Generdly, al printed media
containing election results have
seen a sharp spike in sales over
the past week, she added.

The prime time for the sales
is between 7 am and 11 pm.
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Japan to provide further assistance to
flood h|t schools

Japanese Ambassador Mr Tatesh| nguchl shakes hands with Deputy
Minister Daw Lei Lei Thein after exchanging notes. PHoto: MNA

DEPUTY Minister for National
Planning and Economic Devel-
opment Daw Lei Lei Thein and
Japanese Ambassador Mr Tate-
shi Higuchi signed an agreement
yesterday for the government
of Japan to provide 1500 mil-
lion yen (US$12.22 million) to
help fund the reconstruction of
schools in flood-affected regions
in Myanmar.

The ceremony was also
attended by Union Minister Dr
Kan Zaw and Deputy Minis-
ter for Education Dr Zaw Min
Aung.

Over the course of this
year, the government of Japan
has provided relief funds of
more than US$102.25 million
to Myanmar.—Myanmar News

Agency

(GlogaL

Director U Zaw Phyo Win of Strategy and Training Research
Department signs condolence book for demise of 5th President of
Israel Mr Yitzhak Navon at No 15 on Khabaung Street in Yangon on 13
November. PHoto: MNA

Graduation ceremony of course
in diplomacy held in Yangon

THE Graduation ceremony of
course in diplomacy (4/2015) con-
ducted by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs was held at the ministry in
Yangon yesterday, with an open-
ing address delivered by Deputy
Foreign Affairs Minister U Thant
Kyaw.

The course is aimed to en-
hance the ability and knowledge
of the newly recruited junior of-
ficers of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

The curriculum includes for-
eign policy of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar and current

international issues, internation-
al relations and ASEAN related
matters, communication skills,
diplomacy, protocol, consular
and legal matters, economic,
cultural and social matters, Eng-
lish proficiency and computer
subjects.

Altogether 30 heads of
branch/ third secretary partici-
pated in the 12-week course.

Responsible officials from
the ministry, retired ambassa-
dors, professors and instructors
were also present on the occa-
sion.—Myanmar News Agency
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Union FM attends First Mekong-Lancang
Cooperation Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

THE Myanmar delegation led by
U Wunna Maung Lwin, Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs, ar-
rived back here by air on13" No-
vember after attending the First
Mekong-Lancang  Cooperation
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in
Jinghong, Yunnan Province, Chi-
na, on 11-12 November.

On 11" November, the Union
Minister accompanied by the My-
anmar Ambassador to China and
members of the Myanmar dele-
gation, met Mr.Wang Yi, Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs of China
at the Sheraton Xishuangbanna
Hotel. The two Foreign Ministers
cordially discussed matters relat-
ing to bilateral relations between
the two countries and exchanged
views on the First Mekong-Lan-
cang Cooperation Foreign Minis-
ters” Meeting and related issues.

On the morning of 12" No-

vember, the Union Minister met
Mr.Don Pramudwinai, Minister
of Foreign Affairs of Thailand
at the Sheraton Xishuangbanna
Hotel. The two Foreign Ministers
discussed matters relating to fur-
ther enhancing the bilateral rela-
tions and economic cooperation
between Myanmar and Thailand.

Next, the Myanmar delega-
tion led by the Union Minister for
Foreign Affairs attended the First
Mekong-Lancang  Cooperation
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting.

The meeting announced
the official launching of the
Mekong-Lancang  Cooperation
Framework and welcomed the
Concept Paper on Mekong-Lan-
cang Cooperation. The Foreign
Ministers from Mekong-Lancang
countries had an in-depth ex-
change of views on promoting co-
operation under the Framework.

A joint press communiqué was
also issued after the meeting.

During the stay at Jinghon,
the Myanmar delegation togeth-
er with other delegations from
Mekong-Lancang countries
visited Jinghong Hydro-power
Station and paid homage at the
Xishuangbanna General Buddhist
Temple.

The first Mekong-Lancang
Cooperation Foreign Ministers’
Meeting was convened follow-
ing the initiative put forward by
Chinese Premier Li Kegiang at
the 17" ASEAN- China Sum-
mit held in Myanmar on13" No-
vember 2014 to establish a new
mechanism of cooperation among
six Mekong-Lancang countries
comprising of Cambodia, China,
Lao People’s Democratic Repub-
lic, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet
Nam.—Myanmar News Agency

Union Culture Minister inspects construction
on Natlonal Museum |

Union Culture Minister U Aye Myint Kyu inspects progress of buildings for National Museum. Proto: MNA

UNION Culture Minister U Aye
Myint Kyu visited the Myan-
mar National Museum in Nay
Pyi Taw on 13 November to in-
spect the progress of construc-
tion works. The National Muse-
um has been under construction

since 2010 and aims to throw a
spotlight on the country’s rich
cultural heritage to visitors.
Among the five buildings,
building A and B have already
opened to the public, whilse
buildings C, D and E are still un-

der construction.

U Aye Myint Kyu inspect-
ed exhibition rooms, including
the ASEAN room, the Myanmar
handicrafts room and the Thi-
hathana Throne room.—Myan-
mar News Agency

Real estate seminar to analyse future trends

Thelocal property market is expected to bounce back in early 2016, an expert claims

Khaing Thanda Lwin

THE future of Myanmar’s real
estate market, which has slumped
in previous months, will be dis-
cussed at a seminar today hosted
by the online property trading
platform iMyanmarhouse.com.

The seminar will take place
at the Union of Myanmar Feder-
ation of Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (UMFCCI) in Yan-
gon.

Local experts and real estate
agent panelists will share their

knowledge and experience with
seminar attendees.

The property market had
enjoyed a boom period since the
reform era began in 2011, with
real estate prices skyrocketing —
particularly in Yangon. However
the market started to dip in late
2014.

The situation is likely to im-
prove in early 2016, according to
U Khin Maung Than, Chairman
of Myanmar Real Estate Services
Association.

The cooling of Myanmar’s

property market this year will be
discussed and analysed, along
with pondering its future pros-
pects. Speakers include Sai Khun
Naung, managing director of Sai
Khun Naung Real Estate Agen-
¢y, U Myat Thu Win, Managing
Director of Shwemintha Real
Estate, U Nay Min Thu, MD of
iMyanmarhouse.com, Kyi Soe
IC and U Tin Maung, managing
director of Royal Tun Thitsa Co,
who also serves as chairman of
Mandalay Real Estate Agent De-
velopment Association.
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Vice President U Nyan Tun meets with Japanese delegation

VICE President U Nyan Tun
met a Japanese delegation led by
Ambassador Mr Tateshi Higuchi
at the Presidential Palace in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday to discuss the
further development of economic
ties.

At the meeting, both sides
also discussed matters related to
Myanmar’s successful free and
fair general election of 8 Novem-
ber and the promotion of Japa-
nese investment in the country.

Also present at the meeting
were deputy ministers U Tin Oo
Lwin and Daw Lei Lei Thein, and
Central Bank of Myanmar’s Dep-
uty Governor U Set Aung.

The Japanese ambassador
was accompanied by Military
Attaché to Myanmar Colonel
Takeshi Hara.—Myanmar News
Agency

Vice President U Nyan Tun holds talks with Japanese delegation led by Ambassador Mr Tateshi Higuchi. PHoTto: MNA

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, Chairperson of
National League for Democracy. PHoto: MNA

Agency

NLD wins general election

THE Union Election Commission announced yester-
day that the opposition party, the National League for
Democracy, has won the majority of seats in Myan-
mar’s general election.

Counting began a day after the historic vote was
held on 8 November.

As of 9 pm last night, the NLD had won 247
Pyithu Hluttaw (Lower House) seats, 131 Amyo-
tha Hluttaw (Upper House) seats, 459 state/region
parliament seats, 14 state/region Hluttaw for ethnic
seats, totaling 851 parliament seats.

Out of 657 Pyidaungsu Hluttaw seats, the NLD
has won 378 seats. As it has won more than half the
number of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw seats, the NLD will
form Myanmar’s new government.—Myanmar News

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing
meets US, Japan ambassadors

THE successful completion of
the general election fulfilled the
desires of Myanmar’s defence
services, the commander-in-chief
of defence services told the US
ambassador to Myanmar in Nay
Pyi Taw yesterday.

US Ambassador Mr Derek
Mitchell called on Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing at Bayintnaung
Guesthouse in the capital city at
1lam.

There was some doubt among
Myanmar people living both at
home and abroad about pre-elec-
tion efforts on the part of the gov-
ernment, the defence services and
electoral officials, Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing said.

The government had a
responsibility to display its
achievements in reforms during
its tenure, whereas the army had
the responsibility to display its
capability to protect the people,

serve the public interest and safe-
guard the country’s territorial in-
tegrity, the senior general added.

Their discussions focused
on the announcement of official
election results, follow-up re-
sponsibilities, the possibility of
a meeting with opposition lead-
er Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, the
government’s ongoing reforms
and national peace process, My-
anmar’s foreign relations, and
prospects of better relations with
the United States.

In the afternoon, Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing met
Japan’s Ambassador to Myanmar
Mr Tateshi Higuchi at the same
venue.

Speaking of the military’s
stance on politics, the command-
er-in-chief pledged the impossi-
bility of backsliding due to the
election results or other options,
saying that efforts were being

made to encourage remaining
ethnic armed organisations to en-
ter into the nationwide ceasefire
agreement, which was signed in
October.

“The army will continue to
cooperate with other stakeholders
in restoring peace and national
development,” he said, promising
that they would join hands with
the incoming government to pro-
mote the welfare of the people of
Myanmar.—Myawady

Speaker meets

Iy

Mr Derek Mitchell. Proto: MNA

PYITHU Hluttaw Speaker
Thura U Shwe Mann met with
the US Ambassador to Myan-
mar Mr Derek Mitchell at his
office yesterday.

Also present at the meeting

US Ambassador

Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann shakes hands with US Ambassador
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was Pyithu Hluttaw Legal Af-
fairs and Special Cases Assess-
ment Commission member Daw
Aye Aye Mu and officials from
the Pyithyu Hluttaw Office.
—Myanmar News Agency

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw praises general election

SPEAKER of the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw Thura U Shwe Mann
on Friday praised the Union
Election Commission and its
sub-commissions, the Union
Government, local and foreign
organisations and the people
of Myanmar for the holding of

successful general elections on
8 November.

He said he issued his con-
gratulations on behalf of the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw.

An announcement re-
leased on Friday by the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw Office said

that the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
will cooperate with depart-
ment officials for convening
the second Hluttaw sessions
in accordance with the exist-
ing laws and rules and reg-
ulations. — Myanmar News
Agency
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ADB confirms $60m in loans for better water management in Mandalay

Ye Myint

THE Asian Development Bank
announced yesterday that it has
approved a US$60 million loan
to ensure improved and sus-
tained water management in
Mandalay, Myanmar’s second
largest city.

The loan aims to improve
urban environment and public
health conditions and to devel-
op the historic city as a cultural,
educational and economic hub
of northern Myanmar, said the
lender in a press release issued
yesterday.

Despite having enormous
potential to drive growth along
the economic corridor linking
India to China, Mandalay’s ur-
ban services are still sub-stand-
ard and it is vulnerable to the
effects of climate change, said
Eri Honda, Principal Urban De-
velopment Specialist in Asian
Development Bank’s (ADB)
Southeast Asia Department.

Modern water supplies and
wastewater management will be
prioritised under the terms of
the loan, the urban development
specialist added.

The bank also pointed out
that a lack of investment in pub-
lic infrastructure and services
has left the city with 2 percent
of the country’s total population
contributing around 8 percent of
Myanmar’s GDP.

The piped water system
reaches only 55 percent of res-
idents, while sanitation consists
of septic tanks connected to
roadside drains and latrines; and
solid waste is dumped into the
canals.

Mandalay is also prone to
intense flooding during the wet
season, the press release stated.

Under the project, a new
water treatment plant will be
built and existing supply net-
works will be rehabilitated and
extended. Moreover, Manda-
lay’s first centralised wastewater

collection and treatment plant
will be set up to reduce the direct
discharge of wastewater into ca-
nals and creeks, thereby raising
public awareness about the envi-
ronment and health.

A special feature of the pro-
ject is to the generation of biogas
from sludge, which will be used
to produce electricity to provide
up to half the wastewater treat-
ment plant’s power needs, the
bank said.

According to the bank, the
project’s scheduled completion
date is March 2023.

ADB’s loan will be comple-
mented by $56.8 million in co-fi-
nancing, with $46 million from
the French development agency
Agence Francaise de Dévelop-
pement, $6.8 million from the
European Union’s Asian Invest-
ment Facility, and $4 million
from the Urban Climate Change
Resilience Trust Fund. Myan-
mar’s government will contrib-
ute $13.1 million, said ADB.

Women draw water from a tube-well in rural Myanmar. A project financed
by ADB and others will result in an increase in the number of households
with access to uninterrupted water supplies. Proto: ADB Myanmar
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Myanmar News Agency

UEC to announce remaining results on 14 and 15 Nov

THE Union Election Commission will
announce all remaining general election
results today and tomorrow, a commission
official said during a press conference held
yesterday at the commission’s media cen-
tre in Nay Pyi Taw.

UEC member U Myint Naing re-
sponded to questions from journalists dur-
ing the press conference, which has been
held every day at till 9 pm since 9 Novem-
ber.

Arrangements are underway to issue
certificates of recognition to the winning
candidates, U Myint Naing said. He also
said that the final report of the UEC on the
general election will be submitted within
45 days after the final announcement of
results.

As of Friday evening, UEC has an-
nounced 1,089 seats out of a total 1,150
seats, which amounts to 94.70 percent of
the total.—Myanmar News Agency

Khaing Thanda Lwin

THE United Nations Children’s Fund
launched budget guides for children and
young people yesterday in cooperation
with Spectrum-Sustainable Development
Knowledge Network.

The two booklets have been printed
in Myanmar and aim to spread knowl-
edge about government budget cycles and
associated issues to young people.

UNICEF Representative Mr Ber-
trant Bainvel said there are no plans at
present to have the books translated into
ethnic minority languages.

Region/ : Victorious Total Region/ - Victorious Total
No. State Constituency candidate Party/Independent vote No. State Constituency candidate Party/Independent vote
275. | Kayin Hpa-an Daw Nang Than Bg&%ﬁg'g;ague for | 71081 134. | Kachin | No.3 U Ze Khong ggg‘foﬁg'c-;ag“e for | 12353
276. | Sagaing Kanbalu azri.nHlaing Myint ggg]%rgglc_;ague for 80345 135. | Kachin No.12 U Naing Ko Ko ggaiqoorgglc_;ague for 31058
: : National League for : U Saw Moe Myint | National League for
277. | Sagaing Kyunhla U Tun Win Democracy 34328 136. | Kayin No.1 (@) Samuel Democracy 34849
278. | Sagaing Salingyi U Win Thein Zaw gg%%rgglc_;ague for 56403 137. | Kayin No.2 U Saw Than Htut ggaiqoorgglc_;ague for 38184
279. | Sagaing Katha U Myint Kyi gg%%rgglc_;ague for 43007 138. | Taninthayi | No.4 U Han Win Thein ggaiqoorgglc_;ague for 31371
280. | Sagaing | Htigyaing U Maung Maung ggﬂ]%rgglc_;ague for | 37998 139. | Taninthayi | No. 7 U Zaw Hein gg%oorgglc_;ague for | 55317
281. | Sagaing | Bamauk U Kyaw Soe Bg};]%r}:‘ig'g;ague for | 28863 140. | Taninthayi | No.8 U Okka Min ggﬂfof};yc-;ague for 1 53711
282. | Sagaing Kawlin U Myo Zaw Aung gg%%rgglc_;ague for 61223 141. | Taninthayi | No.10 L,\;Ii?ﬁg-rshggn @u ggaiqoorgglc_;ague for 32083
: Daw Aye Aye Mu | National League for : : Dr. Khin Maung National League for
283. | Sagaing Kalay (@) Shar Mee Democracy 103049 142. | Taninthayi | No.11 win Democracy 28264
284. | Sagaing Mawlaik \?Val\r,1v Cho Cho gg%%rgglc_;ague for 14406 143. | Mandalay | No.3 %#?&%Vr\]’tggg)n ggaiqoorgglc_;ague for 319409
285. | Sagaing Homalin U Myo Nyunt gg%%rgglc_;ague for 36206 144. | Rakhine No.2 U Thet Tun Aung Qgﬁt';a” National 39541
286. | Sagaing | Leshi U Kyaw Htay gg};%gig'g;ague for | 4687 145. | Rakhine | No.3 U Khin Maung é;?t';a” National 70950
287. | Taninthayi | Yebyu U Thet Naing Oo Bg&%ﬁg'g;ague for 131216 146. | Rakhine | No.9 §) Maung Kyaw é;?tsa” National 11916
288. | Taninthayi | Kawthoung U Khin Zaw gg%%rgglc_;ague for 30978 147. | Rakhine No.10 U Kyaw Than é;?tl;an National 35358
289. | Bago Okpo U Zaw Min Bg&%ﬁg'g;ague for | 44743 148. | Rakhine | No.11 Daw Htu May ﬁgﬁt‘;a” National 38969
290. | Bago Monyo U Kyaw Myo Min Bg&%ﬁg'&;&g“e for 1 42504 149. | Rakhine | No.12 U Soe Win gg}]'forgg'c-;ague for | 76051
291. | Bago Gyobingauk | U Htay Min Thein Bg&%ﬁg'&;@“e for | 40858 150. | Yangon | No5 U Ba Myo Thein ggﬂforgg'c-;ague for 1 178901
292. | Mandalay | Chanmyathazi | Dr Sai Hla Thein gg%%rgglc_;ague for 92186 151. | Yangon No.6 Dr. Aung Thu ggaiqoorgglc_;ague for 182110
293. | Rakhine | Maungtaw U Hla Tun Kyaw Qgﬁt')‘/a” National 9000 152. | Yangon | No.9 U Pe Chit ggﬂfof}gg'c-;ague for 1 506710
: : U Aung Thaung Arakan National National League for
294. | Rakhine Buthidaung Shwe Party 12018 153. | Yangon No.11 U Aye Bo Democracy 117707
: Arakan National U Sa Khin Zaw National League for
295. | Rakhine Yanbye U Kyaw Shwe Party 19650 154. | Ayeyawady | No.2 Lin Democracy 132716
296. | Yangon | Hmawby U Aung Win Bg&%ﬁg'&;@“e for | 50603 155. | Kachin N0.5 giﬁgkhon Ting | |\ dependent 5143
: : National League for : : National League for
297. | Yangon Hlinethaya Dr Than Myint Democracy 103832 156. | Chin No.11 U Hway Tin Democracy 8667
U Nay Phu Ba National League for : U Myo Htet (a National League for
298. | Yangon | Pabedan Swe Democracy 13567 157. | Chin No.12 SalalyMyo Hte?k Democracy 8885
299. | Chin Palatwa U Sein Aung gg};%%‘ig'g;ague for 1 51915 158. | Sagaing | No.8 U Ko Ko Naing Bgﬂfongg'c-;ague for | 156908
: : U Khin Maung National League for : U Maung Maung National League for
300. | Sagaing Sagaing Thein Democracy 113202 159. | Sagaing No.9 Latt Democracy 27101
301. | Shwebo | Sagaing Dr A Zin Latt gg};%%‘ig'g;ague for | 99758 160. | Ayeyawady | No.7 Dr Pyae Phyo Bgﬂfongg'c-;ague for 1 106224
302. | Sagaing | Pinlebu U Min Naung gg&%ﬁg'&;ague for | 36215 Myanmar News Agency
303. | Sagaing Kalewa kj/l;?ftin Tun ggﬂl%rgglc_;ague for 14593
oot | v | Ty | oo | i e | JNICEF, Spectrum launch budget
U Aung Naing (a) | National League for
305. | Mandalay | Mogok Naing Ngan Kyaw | Democracy 45436 u ides for o u n eo Ie
306. | Bago Kawa U Hla Than gg};%%‘ig'g;ague for | 50926 g y g p p
307. | Rakhine | Paukiaw | GO vaw ) plmteionl 083 | The pudget guides help children and young
: : : National League for . . .
308. | Rakhine Gwa U Myint Wai 22263
v Democracy people realise budget cycle and their rights

UNICEF will provide TOT training
programmes to teachers from government
schools as well as non-formal education to
help disseminate budgetary information —
including their rights — to young people.

The book helps children and young
people realise budget cycle and their
rights, Mr David Allan of Spectrum said.

In an attempt to improve the child
rights status in Myanmar, UNICEF is
planning to host a meeting between chil-
dren and newly-declared political candi-
dates on 20 November in Yangon to call
for commitments to increase investment
in the social sectors for children.
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Indonesia’s action on haze won'’t stop burning: farmers group

JAKARTA — Forest fires in
Indonesia that have caused chok-
ing smoke across much of South-
east Asia will flare up again next
year because government action
to tackle the crisis is ineffective,
a palm farmers group said.

Indonesia and the wider
Southeast Asian region have
been suffering for weeks from
smoke caused by smouldering
forest and peatland fires, largely
in Sumatra and Borneo islands
that authorities have struggled to
contain.

Green groups and palm oil
plantation firms say a 2009 law
that allows smallholder farmers
to use slash-and-burn practices to
clear land for agricultural purpos-
es is a key cause of the annual
fires when the burning gets out of
control.

“Burning will still happen
because the government hasn’t
changed the regulations,” Man-
suetus Darto, secretariat at the
Indonesian Oil Palm Smallhold-
ers Union told Reuters on Thurs-
day.

Indonesia, the world’s top
palm oil producer and home to
the world’s third-largest tropical
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forest, has faced increased politi-
cal pressure from neighbours
Singapore and Malaysia to ad-
dress the crisis as the haze has
spiked to unhealthy levels, caus-
ing some school closures and
flight cancellations.

Jakarta has said it would re-
view laws that allow farmers to
burn up to two hectares (five
acres), and last week sent letters
to plantation firms and provincial
governments demanding peat-
land conversion is immediately
halted.

Previously, the government
ordered four companies to sus-
pend operations for allegedly
causing forest fires and revoked
the land licences of three other
firms.

Darto, however, said the
government needed to implement
stricter regulations to stop burn-
ing and give smallholders, who
account for 40 percent of Indone-
sian palm oil output, better ac-
cess to credit so they could afford
to clear land using best practices.
His group has 48,000 members,
mostly in Sumatra and Kaliman-
tan.

Using tractors, chainsaws or

An Indonesian soldier checks on a peat land fire near Palangkaraya,
central Kalimantan, Indonesia. PHoto: REuTERS

hand tools is the most environ-
mentally friendly way to clear
forest areas approved for devel-
opment, say forestry groups, but
these methods are more expen-
sive and time-consuming than
fires.

Before his election last year
President Joko Widodo promised

to provide easier access to credit
for smallholder farmers, but has
yet to act on that pledge.

He cut short an official trip
to the United States last month to
try and deal with the crisis as the
fires pushed the country’s aver-
age daily greenhouse gas emis-
sions above those of the US.

Smallholder farmers have
also been hit hard by a drop in
palm oil benchmark prices, which
touched a near six-and-a-half
year low earlier this year.

To help, the Indonesian gov-
ernment wants major palm oil
companies to row back on their
historic “no deforestation” pledg-
es made last year. The govern-
ment says the pledges hurt small-
holder producers who cannot
afford to adopt sustainable forest-
ry practices and are blocked from
the supply chain.

Darto rejected this and said
that the real reason why larger
companies were not buying from
smallholders was due to weak
palm prices, not the Indonesian
Palm Qil Pledge (IPOP).

The IPOP pledges made by
major firms would in fact limit
expansion to help bolster palm
prices, while strengthening the
relationship between his mem-
bers and big plantations, he said.

“IPOP will benefit the farm-
ers,” Darto added. “Companies
won’t expand their areas and this
means they will instead increase
cooperation with farmers to in-
crease productivity.”—Reuters

Japan targets boosting birth rate to increase growth

TOKYO — Japan plans to
include steps to raise the birth rate,
such easier access to childcare and
tax incentives, in a package of re-
forms due this month to tackle the
biggest bottleneck to economic
growth.

Japan’s population began de-
clining four years ago after several
years of warnings that the birth
rate was too low, prompting some
economists to applaud Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe’s decision to put
the issue on the agenda.

“l want to confront the demo-
graphic problem head on and
place particular emphasis on poli-
cies that will contribute to raising
the birth rate,” Abe said on Thurs-
day after a cabinet meeting.

However, others warn the
government has fallen so far
behind on the population issue
that it will be difficult to raise eco-
nomic growth without opening up
to large-scale immigration.

Most countries would turn to
immigration, but this has met with
resistance from politicians and the
public, who prize the country’s
mostly homogenous society.

“l want to confront the
demographic problem
head on and place
particular emphasis on
policies that will
contribute to raising the
birth rate.”

Shinzo Abe
Japan PM
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School children wearing padded hoods to protect them from falling debris prepare to evacuate during an
earthquake simulation exercise at an elementary school in Tokyo. PHoTo: REUTERS

“There is a lack of childcare
facilities and improving this is im-
portant,” said Hiroshi Shiraishi,
senior economist at BNP Paribas
Securities.

“However, this will not boost
growth in the next five years. The
more direct way is through immi-
gration.”

Abe wants to raise the birth
rate to 1.8 per woman from 1.42
currently by loosening regulations
on childcare providers and mak-
ing it easier for women to return to
work after their child is born.

Other proposals the govern-

ment will consider are easing the
tax burden for some part-time em-
ployees and making interest-free
loans available for higher educa-
tion.

The idea is to prevent the
population from falling below 100
million from around 127 million
currently. Advanced economies
usually require a birth rate around
2.1 children per woman simply to
keep the population stable.

Japan’s population is project-
ed to fall around a third to 87 mil-
lion in 2060, the National Institute
of Population and Social Security

Research says.

Japan’s working-age popula-
tion peaked in the mid-1990s and
has been falling ever since, data
from the internal affairs ministry
shows. Projections show the la-
bour force could shrink to 44 mil-
lion in 2060, which is half of its
peak.

China’s scrapping of its one-
child policy and adoption of a
two-child policy is expected to
boost the country’s economic
growth by about 0.5 of a percent-
age point, a senior Chinese offi-
cial said on Tuesday.—Reuters
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for reform

Kyaw Thura

o— OPINION —o

Keep up the momentum

T is no exaggeration to say that the sweep-

ing democratic reforms initiated by the gov-

ernment over the past five years greatly
contributed to the success of the general elec-
tion on 8 November. President U Thein Sein
and Union Election Commission Chairman U
Tin Aye proved their commitment to ensure
that the general election was free and fair.

In an interview with the Voice of America
on Thursday, Union Minister for Information U

Ye Htut spoke of the president’s delight about the
success of the general elections, which have re-
ceived praise from foreign heads of governments
around the world. He attributed its success to the
government’s commitment to democratic re-
forms during the past five years, stressing that
the president instructed his ministers during a
recent cabinet meeting to prepare for a smooth

transfer of power, as desired by the public.

Two days ago, United States President Ba-
rack Obama himself phoned President U Thein
Sein and opposition party leader Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi to commend the collective efforts of the
government, the election commission, political
parties and the people to organise free, fair and
peaceful elections.

The US president suggested that a spirit of
unity will aid the formation of an inclusive, repre-
sentative government that reflects the will of the

and title.

people, urging both leaders to respect the offi-
cial results and forge a prosperous future.

There were 34 million eligible voters to cast
in 323 constituencies across the country, with
observers estimating a high voter turnout of
more than 90 percent. The National League for
Democracy was officially declared the winner of
the historic general elections yesterday.

Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and contributions.
If you have any comments or would like to
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email
thantunaungnim@gmail.com with  your

Due to limitation of space we are only able to
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500
words. Should you submit atext longer than 500 words
please be aware that your letter will be edited.

name

The Benefits of Walking

Khin Maung Myint

ALKING is the easi-
est, cheapest and most
effective exercise that

benefits our health. A morning
walk and a cold shower after-
wards is very refreshing and reju-
venating, that kept me light heart-
ed and agile the whole day. The
day I missed my walk, is the day I
noticed my age catching up on
me. I am not exaggerating and
those who did the walking ear-
nestly and systematically would
support that statement.

The benefits of walking are
manifold. In the early hours, the
traffic is still light, so there is no
or very little air pollution, which
makes breathing easier. The
weather is cool and pleasant and
makes your mind clear and your
heart light. During the morning
walks, I felt relaxed and devoid of
worries or anxieties. Thus I am
free from stress and strains, which
are detrimental to the mental
health. The fundamentals of lon-
gevity is leading a healthy life:
both physically and mentally.

Mental health is more impor-
tant than physical health, though
both are necessary. Mental de-
pressions lead to rapid aging and
to early deaths. In the chronic cas-
es suicidal tendencies set in and
could lead to actual suicides.
Walking could, to a certain extent,
reduce mental depression. I am
saying this from my personal ex-
perience. Most of us, at one time
or the other had suffered mental
depressions, though mild they
may be, and I am no exception.
My way of overcoming depres-
sion is to do a rigorous exercise;
either jogging or brisk walking.
The Second Heart

I totally accept the accuracy
of the analogy that describes the
legs as the second heart. In 1992, 1

suffered from a mild ischemic
heart disease. In those days my
workload was very heavy, so 1
didn’t have time for exercise. It
started with a piercing pain in the
chest. It was nothing like the chest
pains that | had experienced be-
fore, that were caused by stomach
gas that moved from place to
place. I checked-up with a physi-
cian friend of mine. Based on the
ECG results, he told me that two
of my lead veins were a bit con-
stricted but there was nothing to
worry. He prescribed blood thin-
ning medicines only and advised
me to walk regularly.

Starting the next morning, I
began walking. After about a hun-
dred meters or so, | had to sit
down and rest as I felt exhausted.
Only a few years before that, I
used to jog and walk around the
Kandawgyi almost every morning
without getting that tired. Howev-
er, I kept going for a walk every
morning and gradually I could
walk farther and farther each day.
Eventually, after about six
months, I was walking around the
Kandawgyi without getting tired.
I checked-up again and found no
sign of ischemic on the ECG
graph anymore. To be doubly sure
I underwent stress test on a tread-
mill at the General Hospital and
was confirmed that my heart was
normal. I believed the walking
cured me, so I kept walking since
then. During the raining seasons I
rode a stationary cycle at home, if
I could not go out to walk due to
the rains.

The leg movements pumped
the blood from the feet up to the
heart from where it was distribut-
ed throughout the body. This
eased the load on the heart. Thus
the legs are in fact the secondary
pumps or the second hearts.
About five years after the above
incident, while my wife was get-
ting treatment from a cardiac spe-

cialist, I rechecked with him. He
asked me what were my com-
plaints. I replied, I had nothing to
complain, but just want to check
because I had a history of ischem-
ic heart. After checking the ECG
results and thoroughly checking
me physically, he told me I had no
sign of ischemic heart and asked
me if [ was sure I had suffered that
before. I told him I was sure and
that I used to walk at least three
miles every morning since then.
On hearing that, he told me not to
worry about getting heart attack
or stroke if I kept on doing that.

Since then | advised my
friends to walk. After writing an
article on how to lose weight,
where I mentioned about combin-
ing dieting with walking, an idea
came to me to write the benefits of
walking. As I want to give the
readers more precise informa-
tions, I searched the Internet.
There I found that the benefits of
walking are more diverse than I
knew.

The Benefits of Walking

Walking is the best aerobic
exercise, that is easy, cheap and
effective. It is within anyone’s
reach. It has many health benefits,
which I'll describe briefly.

1. Walking strengthen the
heart. Walking regularly could
reduce the risk of heart disease
and strokes. It lowers the bad cho-
lesterols ( LDL) and increase the
good cholesterols (HDL). Helps
prevent and control the high blood
pressure, which is the main cause
of strokes.

2. Walking lowers disease
risks. Regular walks reduce the
risk of type 2 diabetes and less
likely to develop cancer of the co-
lon, breast and womb.

3. Walking helps weight
loss. Walking burns calories that
constitute the body fats, thus regu-
larly walking would reduce the
body weight.

4. Walking prevents de-
mentia and lowers Alzheimer’s
risk. Dementia effects 1 in 14 per-
sons aged over 65 and 1 in 6 per-
sons aged over 80. Older people
who walk at least six miles per
week are more likely to avoid
brain shrinkage, which is the
cause of memory loss.

5. Walking tones up the
muscles. Walking tones up the
muscles and thus gives definition
to the legs, hips and abdomens. If
uphill walking can be incorporat-
ed, it would be more effective.

6. Walking boosts vitamin
D. Vitamin D is essential for the
bone health and the immune sys-
tem. Exposure to sunlight is nec-
essary for the production of vita-
min D. Thus walking is a pleasant
way of enjoying the outdoors, at
the same time supplement the vi-
tamin D requirements.

7. Walking generates ener-
gy. More energy can get more
work done. Walking boosts the
blood circulations increasing
more oxygen supply to every cells
in the body making it alert and
alive. Thus walking is a natural
energizer.

8. Walking makes you hap-
py. Walking enhances the mood.
It is as efficient as an antidepres-
sant in mild to moderate cases of
mental depression. It also reduces
stress and anxiety.

9. Walking leads to a longer
life. People who walk regularly
live longer than the non-walkers.

10. Walking improves
sleep. People aged 50 to 70, who
take one-hour morning walks are
more likely to relieve insomnia
than those who don’t walk.

11. Walking supports the
joints. Walking feeds the joints
with nutrients required to main-
tain a healthy cartilage that sup-
ports the movements of the joints.

12. Walking improves the
breath. Breathing rate increases

while walking. This causes oxy-
gen to travel faster through the
bloodstreams helping to eliminate
waste products. It improves the
energy level and the ability to
heal.

13. Walking shores up the
bones. It can stop loss of bone
mass in women with osteoporosis.
It could reduce hip bone fracture
in women who walked regularly.

14. Walking benefits people
with arthritis. Walking is easy on
the joints, so it is suitable, espe-
cially for those with arthritis.
Conclusion

Some recommend to do brisk
walking to be effective, but some
say that it doesn’t need to be a
brisk walk. From my experience,
if walking is for weight loss it
should be a brisk walk as it would
burn more calories. However, for
other benefits just normal walking
would be effective enough. For
senior citizens, half an hour of
normal walk, four tines a week is
recommended to be enough to
maintain a healthy life. If you can
do more without exerting too
much on yourself, it would be
more beneficial. As for me,
though I am in my late seventies, I
walked an hour almost everyday,
if my constitution permits. How-
ever, if I didn’t get enough sleep
due to various reasons, [ wouldn’t
go walking that day. To make
walking more interesting have a
pedometer application download-
ed in your mobile phone. Take it
along with you wherever you go.
It will record how many step
walked, the distance traversed, the
time lapsed and the amount of cal-
ories burned during the whole
day. In my experience it made me
compete against myself, by mak-
ing me want to better the previous
day’s record. In conclusion, I
would like to urge my fellow
countrymen to walk your ways to-
wards longer and healthier lives.
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Tatkon lake
de-silted

THE Byaing-in Lake, located
three miles northeast of Tatkon,
has been successfully de-silted.
The project began on 5 August
when the lIrrigation Department
started dredging the lake using
K114.174 million provided by
the Nay Pyi Taw Council. The
dredging was completed in Oc-
tober.

Under the authority of the
Irrigation Department, Mon Dam
will supply water to the lake.

At present,  Byaing-in
Lake is able to supply pota-
ble water to local communities.
—Tin Soe Lwin (Tatkon IPRD)
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Byaing-in Lake filled with water ready to irrigate farmlands in Tatkon Township. PHoto: Tin Soe Lwin

Auxiliary police

honoured fo
efforts

A CEREMONY was held to
present certificates of honour to
the auxiliary police personnel
who maintained security during
the general election was held
at the General Administration
Department in  Nyaunglebin
Township, Bago Region yester-
day. Township Administrator
U Thein Zaw Kan, who chairs
the township security manage-

r election

ment committee, gave a speech,
while the Commander of the
Township Police Force Police
Major Ko Ko Gyi presented
certificates of honour to the of-
ficers.

The ceremony was attend-
ed by township departmental of-
ficials and locals from township
election sub-commission and
ward administrators.— Nay Lin

Commander of Township Police Force Police Major Ko Ko Gyi pre-
sents certificate to an auxiliary police. Proto: Nay Lin

Taninthayi Region Govt to organise
football tournament

= =
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Taninthayi Region Government prepares for holding football tournament for local youths. PHoto: Po SHwe THUN

A COORDINATION  meeting
was held to discuss an upcoming
inter-township U-25 football tour-
nament in Dawei on Thursday.
The meeting took place at the hall
of the Taninthayi Region Gov-
ernment in Dawei, with speeches

given by Region Minister for For-
estry and Mining U Tin Soe. Dep-
uty Director U Soe Moe Naing of
the Sports and Physical Education
Department explained the arrange-
ments for holding the tournament.
Ten townships, namely Dawei,

Yebyu, Launglon, Thayetchaung,
Mueik, Kyunsu, Palaw, Tanin-
thayi, Bokpyin and Kawthoung
will participate in the tournament.
The final match of the tour-
nament will be held on 1 Decem-
ber.—Po Shwe Thun-Dawei

Shan state locals receive training in gender
rights and health

A THREE-DAY course covering
health and social issues began at
the Township People’s Hospital
in Namhsam, Palaung Self-Ad-
ministered Zone, Shan State, on
Wednesday.

Medical Superintendent
Dr Zaw Win Aung spoke at the
event, while course instructor
Daw Ja Htwe Aung explained
the concepts of gender and
social rights, health issues

and maternal care. About 30
trainees from women’s as-
sociations,  social  organisa-
tions and Myanmar Red Cross
members attended the course.
—Myint Aung

HOONMY
OO0

Kathina robes offered to | AR i
Buddhist monks in Mandalay

THE Mandalay Region Cham-
bers of Commerce and Industry
held the 1% Kathina robe offer-
ing ceremony at the Thaphank-
ine monastic education school
in Nawngkhio Township, Shan
State, on Tuesday.

The event was attended
by 15 Buddhist monks from
Thaphankine monastery,
chamber chairman U Aung
Than and local entrepreneurs.

The chairman and mem-
bers donated Kathina robes
and offertories to the monks.
They also donated US$ 787
(10 million kyat) to the fund
for the construction of the
local Maha Bawdi Pagoda.
The Thaphan Kine Chari-
ty monastic school admits
19 novices and 165 orphans
from ethnic minorities.
—Thiha Ko Ko

Local youth participate in health and social issues in Namhsan. ProTo: MyinT Auna
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Evidence mounts that British Islamic State leader killed in air strike

BEIRUT — The United
States targeted British Is-
lamic State leader *Jihadi
John” in an air strike in
northern Syria and evi-
dence was growing on Fri-
day that he was killed.

A US official said
Thursday’s attack in the
town of Raqga probably

after appearing in vide-
os showing the killings of
American and British hos-
tages. The Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights, a
monitoring group, said four
foreign militants had been
killed in US air strikes.

“A car carrying four
foreign Islamic State lead-

ernorate building in Raqqa
city,” Rami Abdulrahman,
Director of the UK-based
Observatory told Reuters.
“All the sources there
are saying that the body of
an important British Jihadi
is lying in the hospital of
Ragga. All the sources are
saying it is of Jihadi John

killed Mohammed Emwa-
71, a British citizen who was
nicknamed “Jihadi John”

ers, including one British
Jihadi was hit by US air
strikes right after the gov-

sonally.”

but I cannot confirm it per-

The Pentagon said it

Invitation for Bids

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Modernization of Public Financial Management Project
Credit No. 54020-MM/ Grant No.: TF017910/ Project Id.: P144952
Contract Title: Supply of IT Equipment: Desktop Computers, Laptop Comput-
ers, Printers
Reference No.: MPFMp-MIAs-ICB-GS102, Lots 1 to 3
1. The Ministry of Finance, The Republic of the Union of Myanmar has received
financing from the World Bank for the Modernization of Public Financial Management
Project and intends to apply part of the proceeds of the Project toward payments under the
contract for Supply of IT Equipment: Desktop Computers, Laptop Computers, Printers.
2. The Ministry of Finance now invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for Supply
of IT Equipment:
Lot 1- Supply of Desktop computers, Quantity 509 nos
Lot 2- Supply of Laptop computers, Quantity 679 nos
Lot 3- Supply of Printers, Quantity 597 nos
Supply to be made to locations in Nay Pyi Taw and other locations in Myanmar.
3. The qualification requirements are:
(i) The Bidder shall furnish documentary evidence to demonstrate that it has
successfully completed two contracts in the past 5 years for similar goods.
(if) The Bidder is required to submit with his bid, documentary evidence to
demonstrate that after sales service for maintenance is already set up and
available in Myanmar, or will be set up if contract is awarded to the Bidder.
(i) The manufacturer of the offered goods must have minimum 10 (ten) years
manufacturing experience in similar goods.
(if) Meet turnover requirements as follows:
Lot 1-USD 750,000
Lot 2-USD 1,000,000
Lot 3-USD 200,000
For combined award of several lots, the aggregate experience in value
and turnover will be applied.
The bid document may be referred for detailed information on qualification
requirements.
4. Bidding will be conducted through the International Competitive Bidding pro-
cedures as specified in the World Bank’s Guidelines: Procurement of Goods, Works
and Non-Consulting Services under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits &Grants by World
Bank Borrowers January 2011, (“Procurement Guidelines”), and is open to all eligible
bidders as defined in the Procurement Guidelines. In addition, please refer to paragraphs
1.6 and 1.7 setting forth the World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest.
5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from the MPFMp
Office, Ministry of Finance, Building No 26, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar, email id pcaumm(@
mptmail.net.mm cc zawnaing652011@gmail.com, sukumarshep@gmail.com, and
inspect the bidding documents during office hours 0930 to 1630 hours at the address
given below.
6. A complete set of bidding documents in English may be obtained by interested
eligible bidders upon the submission of a written application to the address below. The
document may be collected from the address below.
7. Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before 21 December 2015.
Electronic bidding will not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be pub-
licly opened in the presence of the bidders’ designated representatives and anyone who
choose to attend at the address below.
8. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security for each Lot for which bid is
submitted:

Lot 1: USD 4,000

Lot 2: USD 5,500

Lot 3: USD 1,600

9. The address referred to above is:

Attention: Mr Zaw Naing (Deputy Director General)
Address: Ministry of Finance, Building Number (34)
City: Nay Pyi Taw
Country: Myanmar
Facsimile number: 095-067-410575, 410158
Electronic mail address: pcaumm@mptmail.net.mm
cc zawnaing65201 1 @gmail.com, sukumarshep @ gmail.com

was still assessing the ef-
fectiveness of the strike in
Raqga, the de facto capital
of Islamic State.

Elmwazi participated
in the videos showing the
murders of US journalists
Steven Sotloff and James
Foley, US aid worker Ab-
dul-Rahman Kassig, Brit-
ish aid workers David
Haines and Alan Henning,
Japanese journalist Ken-

ji Goto, and a number of
other hostages. The Brit-
ish government said it had
“been working hand in
glove with the Americans”
to defeat Islamic State “and
to hunt down those murder-
ing Western hostages.”

It said Prime Minister
David Cameron had said
“tracking down these brutal
murderers was a top prior-

L)

ity”. Describing Emwazi

as a threat to the world,
Cameron said in a televised
statement that there was no
certainty yet that the strike
had been successful but
that if it was it would be a
strike at the heart of Islamic
State. It would come more
than a vyear after US
President Barack Obama
promised justice after the
deaths of American hostag-
es.—Reuters

UN wants clarification
of report UAE broke
Libya arms embargo

UNITED NATIONS —
The outgoing United Na-
tions envoy to Libya, Ber-
nardino Leon of Spain, on
Thursday said he would
seek a “full clarification” of
a newspaper report that the
United Arab Emirates was
shipping arms to Libyan
factions in violation of a UN
arms embargo.

One email quoted by
the New York Times appears
to be from a senior UAE
diplomat, who admitted his
own country “violated the
UN Security Council Reso-
lution on Libya and contin-
ues to do so.”

The report about the
emails will likely prove to
be a new embarrassment
for Leon, who recently de-
fended himself against alle-
gations that his decision to
accept a high-paying post
heading a UAE diplomatic
academy represented a con-
flict of interest. Leon’s new
role is expected to involve
training envoys of one of
the Arab countries most in-
volved in the Libyan crisis.

“In light of this (New

Turkish forces clash with
militants in southeast, 12

DIYARBAKIR —
Turkish  security  forces
killed 11 Kurdish militants
in clashes near the borders
with Syria and Iraq, while
one soldier was killed in a
firefight elsewhere in south-
east Turkey, state authorities
said yesterday.

Violence has wracked
the mainly Kurdish region
since a two-year Kurdistan
Workers Party (PKK) cease-
fire broke down in July,
leaving hundreds dead and
tearing apart a peace process
launched by Ankara with the

York Times) report, I have
decided to request a full
clarification of the issue,
including from the United
Arab Emirate (UAE) au-
thorities, as I take time to re-
flect on the next steps in my
professional career,” Leon
said in a statement.

Leon will soon be re-
placed by veteran German
diplomat Martin  Kobler.
Emails documenting Leon’s
negotiations with the UAE
about his new post, which
were taking place while he
was attempting to mediate in
the Libyan crisis, were first
published by the Guardian
newspaper.

Libya has descended
into factional fighting, leav-
ing the country almost law-
less nearly four years after
the fall of Muammar Gadd-
afi. Two competing gov-
ernments backed by militia
brigades are scrambling for
control of the oil-producing
country and the chaos has
created havens for Islamist
militants.

The UAE, along with
Egypt, backs the interna-

group’s jailed leader in late
2012.

President Tayyip Erdo-
gan has vowed to fight the
PKK until all of its militants
are “liquidated”.

The PKK fighters were
killed in an operation by
Turkish forces in the Cizre
and Silopi districts of Sirnak
province on Thursday, the
provincial governor’s office
said in a statement.

Further north in Van
Province, security forces
launched a dawn operation
on Friday after a tip-off that

tionally recognised gov-
ernment led by Abdullah
al-Thinni that is operating in
the east.

The UN Security Coun-
cil imposed an arms embar-
go on Libya in 2011 when
Gaddafi’s security forces
cracked down on pro-de-
mocracy protesters.

Leon made clear that he
was not confirming alleged
UAE violations of the arms
embargo.

“Given the inaccurate
or false information we have
seen in previous months re-
garding the process in Libya
and the UN and my role, |
believe it is imperative to
be extremely cautious about
the most recent reports,” he
said.

He added: “I consider
nothing is more important
than full compliance with
United Nations resolutions.”

The Times said that
Emirati government officials
declined to comment on the
leaked emails. Reuters was
unable to independently
verify the authenticity of the
emails.—Reuters

Kurdish
killed

PKK members were holed
up in a house in the Ercis
district, the armed forces
said on their website. It said
one soldier was killed and
three wounded in the result-
ing clash, which was ongo-
ing.

The PKK took up arms
against the state in 1984,
and more than 40,000
people, mostly Kurdish
militants, have died in the
conflict. It is listed as a ter-
rorist organisation by An-
kara, the United States and
European Union.—Reuters
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Britain, India sign over 9 billion
pounds in deals despite protests

Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron, India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi and London Mayor Boris
Johnson acknowledge the public in front of Tower Bridge in London, on 12 November. PHoto: REuTERS

LONDON — Britain and India
welcomed more than 9 billion
pounds in commercial deals
during a visit by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, but
his arrival was overshadowed
by protests over a perceived rise
in intolerance back home.

Modi got a warm welcome
by Prime Minister David Cam-
eron, who has tried to cultivate
closer ties with India to secure
business opportunities in a
fast-growing economy at a time
when Modi has been prioritising
other relationships.

For his part, Modi is seek-
ing to restore his authority on
the world stage after a defeat
for his Hindu nationalist party
in populous Bihar State on Sun-
day.

He appealed to business to
invest in a more transparent In-
dia in a speech at the Guildhall,
a historic building in the heart
of London’s financial district.

While Cameron said he

wanted to support Modi in his
efforts to transform India with
improved infrastructure, the In-
dian leader signalled he wanted
Britain to stay in the European
Union, saying the country was
India’s gateway to Europe.

“We want to become your
number one partner for support-
ing the finance needed for this
ambitious plan, making London
the world’s centre for offshore
rupee trading,” Cameron told
him during a news conference,
adding that plans were in place
to issue more than 1 billion
pounds in bonds.

He later said in a statement:
“During this visit, British and
Indian companies are announc-
ing new collaborations, togeth-
er worth more than £9 billion
pounds.”

The British government
listed more than 20 deals and
collaborations, including a 1.3
billion-pound investment by
VVodafone.

The two prime ministers
also welcomed a package to
promote clean energy worth 3.2
billion pounds of commercial
agreements, joint research pro-
grammes and initiatives to share
technical, scientific, and finan-
cial and policy expertise.

Before the visit, diplomats
said the Indian leader was keen
to buy 20 more BAE Systems
Hawk trainer aircraft to be made
in Bengaluru.

Cameron has visited India
three times since taking office
in 2010 to try to climb up the
diplomatic pecking order, but
Modi is the first Indian head of
government to pay an official
visit to Britain, the country’s
former colonial ruler, in almost
a decade.

His visit comes at a time
when a debate is raging in India
over accusations that Modi is
failing to rein in Hindu zealots
trying to impose their values on
all Indians.—Reuters
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Seoul court orders Japanese firm to
compensate forced labourers

SEOUL — A South Korean
court yesterday ordered Nippon
Steel & Sumitomo Metal Corp.
to compensate seven South Ko-
reans who were forced to work at
one of its predecessor companies
during wartime a total of 700 mil-
lion won (about 74 million yen).

The Seoul Central District
Court ordered payment of 100
million won in damages to each
of the plaintiffs, which is the
same amount they sued the Jap-
anese company for.

An eighth plaintiff who was
part of the original lawsuit, filed
in March 2013, is now suing the

company separately for proce-
dural reasons.

The court said the compa-
ny is obliged to compensate the
plaintiffs for the long-lasting
physical and mental pain in-
flicted on them after they were
conscripted into forced labour at
factories of its predecessor, Nip-
pon Steel Corp. including found-
ries in Kamaishi City of Iwate
Prefecture and Kitakyushu City
of Fukuoka Prefecture, during
World War Il.

In reaction, the company
suggested the ruling was unjus-
tified and indicated that it will

lodge an appeal. In July 2013, the
Seoul High Court ruled against
the Japanese firm in a similar case
and ordered it to pay 100 million
won each of four plaintiffs.
Similar rulings have been
made against other Japanese
companies, including Mitsubishi
Heavy Industries Ltd. and Na-
chi-Fujikoshi Corp., in the wake
of the South Korean Supreme
Court’s 2012 ruling that a 1965
treaty with Japan that settled
postwar compensation claims
cannot stop individuals from
seeking compensation from Ja-
pan.—Kyodo News
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Park urges Japan to
quickly present solution
to ‘comfort women’ issue

SEOUL — South Korean
President Park Geun-hye has
urged the Japanese government
to resolve the issue of so-called
“comfort women” who were
forced into wartime brothels for
the Japanese military.

“l expect the Japanese gov-
ernment to quickly present a solu-
tion that is acceptable to the vic-
tims and deemed reasonably by
the Korean people,” Park said in a
written interview with a group of
major news organisations, includ-
ing Kyodo News.

On 2 November, in her first
bilateral summit with Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe since
they took office, she in February
2013 and he in December 2012,
they agreed to speed up talks to
resolve the long-stalled dispute as
early as possible.

and South Korea have so far held
10 rounds of talks aimed at set-
tling the issue, but without reach-
ing an agreement.

South Korea has demanded
the issue be resolved possibly by
the end of this year. It wants Japan
to settle it in a way acceptable to
those women still alive, such as
through apology and compensa-
tion.

But Japan maintains that all
compensation claims stemming
from its 1910-1945 rule of the Ko-
rean Peninsula, including the right
of individuals to make claims,
were abandoned by South Korea
under the 1965 bilateral treaty that
normalized diplomatic relations
between the two countries.

On other issues, Park said she
is ready to hold a summit meeting
with North Korean leader Kim

“Our two countries need to tackle history issues
on the basis of a correct understanding of
history, thereby creating a turning point for a
new journey into the future.”

South Korean President Park Geun-hye

“1 believe now is high time
to make a decision to attend to
the wounds from the past and heal
them,” she said. “l hope to see
tangible progress achieved in the
near future.”

Park expressed a hope “a
turning point” will be created for
the two countries to move toward
the future as this year marks the
50th anniversary of normalising
diplomatic ties.

“Our two countries need to
tackle history issues on the basis
of a correct understanding of his-
tory, thereby creating a turning
point for a new journey into the
future,” she said.

Senior officials from Japan

Jong Un, but that would depend
on the approach and sincerity of
the North in tackling major issues.
“There is no reason not to
hold an inter-Korean summit if
a breakthrough comes in solving
the North Korean nuclear issue
and progress is made in improv-
ing the South-North relationship,”
Park said. “But it will be possible
when the North comes forward for
a proactive and sincere dialogue.”
She stressed that at the cur-
rent stage, the two Koreas need
to faithfully implement what has
been agreed upon before and
gradually build trust. The two
Koreas held summits in 2000 and
2007.—Kyodo News

Cambodian gov’t approves draft
law regulating trade unions

PHNOM PENH — Cambodia’s
Council of Ministers approved
yesterday the controversial draft
Trade Union Law, which is de-
signed to protect and enhance the
rights and freedoms of trade un-
ions, a spokesman said.

“The passage of draft Trade
Union Law was made during a
cabinet meeting, which was pre-
sided over by Prime Minister Hun
Sen,” Phay Siphan, a spokesman
for the Council of Ministers,
wrote on his Facebook page.

Labour Minister Ith Sam-
heng said in July that the draft
bill aimed to protect and enhance
the rights and freedoms of trade
unions in Cambodia and to pre-

vent any irregular activities con-
ducted by unionists.

Labour Ministry spokesman
Heng Sour said the ministry had
spent about eight years to draft the
bill, which would govern about
3,400 trade unions operating in
the kingdom, particularly in 1,087
garment and footwear factories
with some 700,000 workers.

However, the Garment
Manufacturers Association in
Cambodia (GMAC) said the
current version of the draft bill
does not take into account many
of the employers’ concerns, but
those of the International Labour
Organisation and trade un-
ions.—Xinhua
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Escape claws: Tigers, ¥

piranhas may join
Indonesia crocodile
prison guard

JAKARTA —  When
Indonesia’s anti-drugs czar
announced plans to guard
a death-row prison island
with crocodiles, the govern-
ment rushed to explain that
it was just a joke, but on
Friday Budi Waseso said he
was now thinking of using
tigers and piranha fish too.

Media quoted the Na-
tional Narcotics Agency
(BNN) chief as saying that
he had already obtained two
crocodiles from a farm to
study their power and ag-
gression and may ultimate-
ly put as many as 1,000 in
place to keep convicts from
escaping.

“The number will de-
pend on how big the area is,
or whether perhaps to com-
bine them with piranhas,”

he told reporters, according
to the rimanews.com portal.
“Because the (prison) per-
sonnel numbers are short
we can use wild animals.
We could use tigers too —
for conservation at the same
time.”

Piranha fish, meat-eat-
ers with sharp teeth and
powerful jaws, are indige-
nous to South America and
are not found in Indonesia.

Waseso and officials at
his office were not immedi-
ately available to comment
on the reports.

Indonesian  President
Joko Widodo declared a
war on what he has dubbed
a “narcotics emergency” af-
ter taking office a year ago,
basing his campaign on a
study that showed at least

LN

14 November 2015

The head of the Indonesia’s National Narcotics Board Budi Waseso (L) looks at a crocodile during a visit to a crocodile
farm in Medan, North Sumatra, on 11 November. PHoTo: REUTERS

40 people a day were dying
from drug use.

He has repeatedly
refused clemency to traf-
fickers and more than two
dozen, mostly foreign, drug

convicts have been execut-
ed this year after a five-year
moratorium on the death
penalty.

In separate comments
on the TVOne channel,

Waseso rejected critics who
said his plans to use animals
as jailors were trampling on
the human rights of con-
victs.

“We have to look at the

whole problem,” he said.
“These people are mur-
derers — mass murderers.
Shouldn’t we also look at
the human rights of their
victims?”—Reuters

Marikana victims’ families sue
South Africa’s deputy president

JOHANNESBURG —
The families of South Af-
rican striking miners shot
dead by police at Lonmin’s
Marikana mine in 2012 have
issued a court summons
for Deputy President Cyril
Ramaphosa over complicity
in their deaths, the presiden-
cy said on Thursday.

The vortex of violence
around the Marikana mine
during a wildcat strike in
August, 2012, culminated in
the police shooting 34 strik-
ing miners dead.

The total death toll from
the violence was 44 with 10
people killed in clashes lead-
ing up to the shooting, in-
cluding two police officers.

Ramaphosa was a director
and shareholder at Lonmin
at the time of the shootings
and was involved in email
exchanges with authorities
in the days leading up to
the shooting. He has denied
accusations he pressed for a
police crackdown.

“A Summons has in-
deed been served on lawyers
of Deputy President Rama-
phosa arising from the Mari-
kana tragedy. Ramaphosa
has instructed his lawyers to
defend the action,” a state-
ment from the presidency
said.

Families of 37 of the
South African miners killed
filed a civil suit against the

minister of police in August.
It was not clear how many
family members were suing
Ramaphosa. The families’
lawyers were not immedi-
ately available for comment.

The families of victims
are represented by the Legal
Resources Centre and Wits
Law Clinic, which is part of
the University of the Witwa-
tersrand in Johannesburg.

A long-awaited inves-
tigation into the killings, re-
leased in June by President
Jacob Zuma, found Rama-
phosa was not responsible
for the shootings. The report
largely blamed Lonmin, the
police and unions for the
“tragedy”.—Reuters

Sr.No Tender No
1) IFB-055(15-16)

(2) IFB-056(15-16)

3) IFB-057(15-16)

4) IFB-058(15-16)

(5)

(6) DMP/L-011(15-16)

Tender Closing Date & Time -
Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 11™
November, 2015 at the Finance Department , Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No(44)
Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ENERGY
MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
(INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER)

(16/2015)

Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in United
States Dollars and Myanmar Kyats.

Description

Spares for Cummins KTA-2300 C-1050

Engine (8) Items

Spares for Mack Truck (6) Items
Assorted Sizes of Gate Valves (12) Items
Spares for Blow Out Preventer (5) Items
DMP/L-010(15-16) 4 3/4’ Insert Bit (120) Nos

Mechanical Seals for Pumps (3) Items Ks
8-12-2015, 16:30 1Hr

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph . +95 67 - 411097 / 411206

Remark
US$

US$
US$
US$
Ks

Three decades in, Sinai’s
peacekeepers are under pressure

An armoured Israeli military vehicle drives along Israel’s
border with Egypt’s Sinai peninsula, near the Nitzana.
PHoto: ReuTers

JERUSALEM —
They half-joke that they
are “smoke detectors,” in-
stalled in Sinai after Egypt’s
1979 peace deal with Israel
as insurance against any
future flare-ups. More than
three war-free decades on,
the US-led peacekeepers
are feeling the heat.

An Islamist insurgency
in the desert peninsula has
claimed casualties among
the Multinational Force
and Observers (MFO), re-
quiring new and often cum-
bersome precautions. And
while participating coun-
tries do not say so public-
ly, there has been some
behind-the-scenes  debate
over the MFO mandate at a
period of unprecedentedly
close Israeli-Egyptian secu-
rity cooperation.

In northeastern areas
of Sinai once strictly demil-
itarised, Egypt, with Isra-
el’s consent, now routine-

ly brings in troops, tanks,
fighter jets and helicopters
to fight insurgents. Locals
believe Israel has even lent
a hand with occasional air
strikes and patrols in Si-
nai’s skies — something
neither side confirms.

The crash of a Russian
passenger jet in Sinai on 31
October, possibly the result
of a bomb, has only height-
ened unease.

The MFO insists it is
all the more relevant for
ensuring Egyptian  rein-
forcements are logged and
agreed with the Israelis,
who want no surprises on
their borders.

“We will continue this
important  mission,” the
MFO director, veteran US
diplomat David Satterfield,
told a gathering in Tel Aviv
this week. “We will do
everything to sustain this
mission.”

The MFO is wel-

comed by Egypt and Israel
though their reasons can dif-
fer, diplomats told Reuters
on condition of anonymity.

Cairo sees the MFO as
part of a peaceful relation-
ship with Israel that, while
unpopular with many Egyp-
tians, brings them $1.3 hil-
lion in annual US defence
aid, sweetening the for-
eign-enforced demilitarisa-
tion of their sovereign Sinai
territory.

According to its web-
site, the MFO has 1,682
military personnel from the
United States and 11 other
contributor nations, and it
also employs around 400
Sinai Egyptians. While con-
centrated near the Israeli
border, they theoretically
cover an area of more than
10,000 square kilometres.

For the Israelis, the
MFO offers strategic reas-
surance: While happy with
Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi, they quietly
recall that only two years
ago he toppled an elected
Islamist regime hostile to the
Jewish-majority state next
door.

“Just because you in-
stalled a smoke detector
decades ago and never had
a fire, that doesn’t mean
you should dismantle it,”
one diplomat briefed on the
MFO told Reuters, using a
common metaphor among
officials from the force,
Egypt and Israel.—Reuters
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Declining snowpack, water shortage projected in areas home to 2bn

NEW YORK — Large
swathes of the northern
hemisphere, home to some
2 billion people, could
suffer increasing water
shortages due to shrinking
snowpacks, researchers
said on Thursday.

Data shows reduced
snowpacks — the seasonal
accumulation of snow —
will likely imperil water
supplies by 2060 in regions
from California’s farm-
lands to war-torn areas of
the Middle East, according
to a team of scientists in the
United States and Europe.

In total, nearly a hun-
dred water basins depend-
ent on snow across the
northern hemisphere run
the chance of decline.

“Water managers in a
lot of places may need to
prepare for a world where
the snow reservoir no
longer exists,” said Justin
Mankin, the study’s lead
author and a researcher
at Columbia University’s

Earth Institute in New
York, in a statement.
Basins in  northern

and central California, the
Ebro-Duero basin in Por-

tugal, Spain and southern
France and the Shatt al-Ar-
ab basin affecting much of
the Middle East including
Iraq and Syria count among
those most sensitive to
changes, the study shows.

In these areas, glob-
al warming is disrupting
snow accumulation, which
acts as a seasonal source of
water when it melts, the re-
searchers said.

Still, across most of
North  America, northern
Europe, Russia, China and
southeast Asia, rainfall is
projected to continue meet-

ing demand, according to
the study published in the
online journal Environ-
mental Research Letters.

Earlier this year, amid
a devastating drought in
California, US authorities
reported that a dry, mild
winter had left the coun-
try’s  Western mountain
snowpack at record low
levels.

World leaders  will
meet in Paris starting
this month in a bid to
agree on ways to reduce
the effects of climate
change.—Reuters

A man carries buckets of water while searching for water
sources at La Chusmita neighbourhood in Consolacion del
Sur, Pinar del Rio Province. PHoTo: REUTERS

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV LEMESSOS VOY NO (001)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV LEMESSOS
VOY NO (001) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 14.11.2015 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of M.LT.T (2) where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byel-
aws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S COSCO SHIPPING CO LTD
Phone No: 2301186

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV SPAR HYDRA VOY NO

(SPHO 5L15)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SPAR HY-
DRA VOY NO (SPHO 5L15) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 15.11.2015 and cargo
will be discharged into the premises of M.I.T.T where
it will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and sub-
ject to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yan-
gon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S BRIGHT SAIL SHIPPING LTD
Phone No: 2301186

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV THAI BINH 688 VOY NO (10/15)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV THAI BINH
688 VOY NO (10/15) are hereby notified that the ves-
sel will be arriving on 14.11.2015 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.I.P.T-2 where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S G-LINK EXPRESS CO LTD
Phone No: 2301186

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV HERBILAN SUCCESS VOY NO
(HS 005)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV HERBILAN
SUCCESS VOY NO (HS 005) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 14.11.2015 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of B.S.W where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S HERBILAN SHIPPING LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV ANAN BHUM VOY NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV ANAN
BHUM VOY NO () are hereby notified that the vessel
will be arriving on 14.11.2015 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie at
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S COSCO CONTAINER LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV DAWEI STAR VOY NO ()
Consignees of cargo carried on MV DAWEI
STAR VOY NO () are hereby notified that the vessel
will be arriving on 14.11.2015 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of M.1.P where it will lie at
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S RK SHIPPING LINE PTE LTD
Phone No: 2301185
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WEATHER REPORT

and elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

and States. Degree of certainty is (80%).

fair.

weather will be generally fair in Mandalay Region.

BAY INFERENCE: Weather is generally fair in the North Bay and Partly cloudy to cloudy in the Andaman Sea

FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE 14"November, 2015: Rain or thundershowers will be scat-
tered in Taninthayi Region, isolated in Yangon Region, Shan, Kayah, Kayin and Mon States, weather will be part-
ly cloudy in Bago and Ayeyawady Regions, Chin and Rakhine States and generally fair in the remaining Regions

STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be moderate in Myanmar waters.
OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Continuation of rain or thundershowers in Taninthayi Region.
FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING AREA FOR 14" November, 2015: Generally

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA FOR 14™ November, 2015: Partly cloudy.
FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING AREA FOR 14" November, 2015: Generally fair.
WEATHER OUTLOOK FOR WEEKEND: Isolated rain or thundershowers are likely in Yangon Region and
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Queen add Classic Rock Roll’s Living
Legends award to honours

LONDON Forty  years
after their smash hit “Bohemian
Rhapsody” was released, Brit-
ish rock band Queen have been
honored as “Living Legends” at
the Classic Rock Roll of Honour
awards.

Formed in 1971, the band,
originally consisting of lead sing-
er Freddie Mercury, guitarist Bri-
an May, drummer Roger Taylor
and bass guitarist John Deacon,
went on to become one of the
best-selling musical acts of all
time.

Known for hugely popu-
lar songs such as “We Are The
Champions”, “Another One Bites
The Dust” and “We Will Rock
You”, Queen released “Bohemi-
an Rhapsody” in November 1975
and it became one of the most
recognisable songs in the world.

“It makes you wonder, well,
we’re still here for some reason,”
May told Reuters at the red carpet
for the awards, held by the Brit-
ish Classic Rock magazine, on
Wednesday night. “It’s amazing
where the time went ... Every-
body’s talking about ‘Bohemian
Rhapsody’, which is nice. | think
Freddie would be very proud and

we are t00.”
May collected the Liv-
‘.1’”‘: ing Legends award on be-

Eﬁ,’ half of the band, which
& still perform together 24
{r} years after Mercury’s
< death. The group an-

) nounced this week
they will headline
next year’s

A
<l

Bieber announces

massive 58-date North
American tour for 2016

LOS ANGELES — Pop star
Justin Bieber will embark on a
world tour, beginning 9 March
next year.

The “Baby” hitmaker, 21,
announced dates during an ap-
pearance on America’s The Ellen
DeGeneres Show, two days be-
fore the release of his new album
Purpose, reported Variety online.

He’ll perform 58 concerts
in 50 cities, beginning with a
show in Seattle, Washington on 9
March and wrapping up at Madi-
son Square Garden in New York
City on 18 July.

Stops will include two nights
at Staples Center in Los Angeles
and a pair of shows at the Air
Canada Centre in Toronto.—PTI

Isle of Wight Festival with singer
Adam Lambert.

“I think Freddie would be very
happy because it’s something we
used to talk about in the old days,
but we never did festivals in the old
days so it’s going to be nice,” May
said. Other honourees at Wednes-
day’s awards included American
shock rocker Alice Cooper, who
took the Classic Album award for

o MYANMAR
Deadpool was a
lot of fun to shoot:
Ryan Reynolds

“Welcome To My Nightmare”
from 1975, and heavy metal vet-
AC/DC,
won
of
"3 The Year.
—Reuters

erans
who
Band
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LONDON Actor Ryan
Reynolds said that shooting
“Deadpool” was ‘a lot of fun’.
The 39-year-old star is set
to reprise the title role in the
film, reported Female First.
“There’s some pretty racy,
pretty hyper-violent things that
happen in this movie and
it’s been a lot of funto {/

the fourth wall with this film.
He said, “Every comic
book movie |1 go to nobody
dies! We get an opportunity
to do this in a way, which is
fourth-wall breaking, that kind
of mercenary sensibility and
humour, which is very rare
in this world,to do something
that’s not necessarily for just

shoot,” he said. foe /0 kids,” he said.

“The Propos- (&~ The film is based on the
al” star said that he |+ Marvel Comic series and has
has enjoyed the i been adapted for the big screen.
experience of &_"""" Reynolds is joined on the
breaking 2 cast by Morena Baccarin, Gina

Carano, TJ Miller, and Ed
Skrein as Copycat, Angel Dust,
Weasel, and Ajax.—PTI

P

Pop star Justin Bieber.
PHoto: REUTERS

Julia Roberts plays grieving
mother in ‘Secret in Their Eyes’

LOS ANGELES — Hollywood
star Julia Roberts takes on the
role of a grieving mother in
thriller “Secret in Their Eyes”,
a remake of an Oscar winning
Argentinian film.

The “Pretty Woman” ac-
tress portrays an investigator
whose life is turned upside down
when her daughter is found
murdered. The movie follows

PHoto: REuTERS

her years after the event, when
Roberts” character, Jess, is still
visibly a broken woman.

Speaking at the film’s
premiere in Los Angeles on
Wednesday, the actress said she
lived the role.

“You just sort of feel that
way all the time which is the
trick,” Roberts told Reuters. “I
just felt that once | got ready |

was halfway there.”

“Secret in Their Eyes” also
stars Nicole Kidman and “12
Years a Slave” actor Chiwetel
Ejiofor.

The movie, directed by Bil-
ly Ray, is a remake of the 2009
Argentinean film “El Secreto de
Sus Ojos” by Juan Jose Cam-
panella, which won an Acade-
my Award in the Best Foreign
Language category. Campanella
is an executive producer in this
film.

“He was telling this very
lyrical love story and | think we
were making much more of a
thriller,” Ray said when asked
how the two movies differed.

“We were making this very
intense movie about the cost of
obsession and that it expresses
itself in a very different way
in what Juan Campanella ex-
pressed it.”

“Secret in Their Eyes” is
released in US cinemas on 20
November.—Reuters

Miley Cyrus
to appear in
Glastonbury?

LOS ANGELES — Miley Cyrus
is reportedly in talks to appear at
Britain’s Glastonbury Festival
because of her “outrageousness”.

The British festival’s organ-
isers Michael and Emily Eavis
are reportedly keen on seeing the
22-year-old singer, take the Pyra-
mid Stage alongside Flaming Lips
lead singer Wayne Coyne, who
she’s been working on her album
with, reported Contactmusic.

“Miley’s been on the Eavis
radar for a while. She’s outra-
geous and there was interest in
previous years, around the time
of her Bangerz tour last year
and when her godmother Dolly
Parton played the Pyramid,” a
source said.

Meanwhile, the “Wrecking
Ball” hitmaker admiited that
Wayne and she are ‘in
love’ with each
other but not
in a romantic
way.—PTI

Miley Cyrus.

Proto: REUTERS
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It’s never too late: ‘TW|I|ght divorce’ in South Korea at record

Newlyweds attend a mass wedding ceremony of the Unification Church at Cheongshim Peace World Centre in Gapyeong,
on 3 March, 2015. PHoTo: REUTERS

SEOUL —  Twilight
divorces after 20 years of
marriage are at a record in
South Korea as the stigma
of divorce wears off in a

conservative society and
court rulings make it finan-
cially viable for older wom-
en to go it alone.

For 54-year-old Kim

Nan-young, who  felt
trapped in a loveless mar-
riage for two decades, di-
vorce was better late than
never.

“I"d put up with my
husband’s patriarchal and
overbearing behavior for so
many years because | was

my children were small,”
said Kim, a mother of two
sons who split up two years
ago from her husband of 25
years.

“Now | only have my-
self to take care of, which
makes it easier to find work.
There are a lot of things
women can do for a living,”
said Kim, who has since
started her own small laun-
dry business.

Kim’s sons had given
her the financial and emo-
tional support she needed
to make the break, but it
also helped that courts have
been ruling increasingly in
favor of splitting up matri-
monial assets more evenly
on divorce.

As many as 33,140
couples split up last year
following more than 20
years of marriage, the na-
tional statistics bureau said
this month, accounting for
more than a quarter of all
divorces, and a surge of 31
percent over the last decade.

More women are
choosing to walk away from
unhappy marriages when

the social stigma attached to
divorce dissipates.

The spurt in later-life
divorce is in sharp contrast
to the drop in overall di-
vorce cases, which stood
at 115,510 last year, after
having peaked at 166,617
in 2003.

Financial security
for divorced women has
also improved, as courts
seem increasingly willing
to award settlements of as
much as half the joint prop-
erty to full-time homemak-
ers.

A woman who walked
away from 50 years of
marriage to an abusive
gambler said she was able
to start again because the
court granted her nearly
half the couple’s assets,
although she had always
been a homemaker.

“I'm in my 70s,” said
the woman, who asked
not to be identified. “Di-
vorcing after such a long
period of time means you
are really desperate. Now
my son and daughter tell
me I should find my own

reluctant to divorce when

their children are grown, as  life.”—Reuters

‘Star Wars’ costumes go on display in New York

NEW YORK — Costumes
and props from the much-
loved “Star Wars” films go
on display in New York
ahead of the highly-antic-
ipated release of the fran-
chise’s next installment in
December.

More than 70 items
from the movies, includ-
ing the unreleased “Star
Wars: Episode VII — The
Force Awakens”, are being
showcased by the Smithso-
nian Institution Travelling

Characters C-3PO, BB-8 and R2-D2 from Star Wars are Exhibition Service and Lu-

pictured at the Discovery Store Times Square in Manhattan,

New York on 11 November. PHoto: REuTERS

Skate-boarding dog, running on all
fours mark World Records Day

LONDON — From a dog
skate-boarding through a
tunnel of human legs to a
man holding lit candles in
his mouth, people around
the world have been mark-
ing Guinness World Re-
cords Day with a range of
quirky feats.

From the young to
the old, some 650,000
hopefuls were said to be
taking part in a bid to earn
a Guinness World Record
title. The day itself was on
Thursday.

In Lima, bulldog Otto
took the title for “longest
human tunnel travelled

through by a skate-board-
ing dog”, passing through
the legs of 30 people.

On the other side of
the world in Japan, Kin-
ichi Ito claimed the record
for the “fastest 100 metre
running on all fours”, with
a time of 15.71 seconds.

The record for “most
lit candles in the mouth” is
now 15 and was achieved
by  Dinesh  Shivnath
Upadhyaya in Delhi. He
also claimed the title of
“the most matchsticks ex-
tinguished with the tongue
in one minute” at 30.

In Britain, the “tight-

casfilm.
“We wanted to bring

est reverse parallel park”
was claimed by stunt driv-
er Alastair Moffatt who
squeezed a Mini in be-
tween two cars, leaving a
combined space of 34 cen-
timetres.

“Guinness World Re-
cords Day unites people
across the planet from all
walks of life, all of whom
have one common goal —
to become the greatest in
the world at something,”
Guinness World Records
Editor-in-Chief Craig
Glenday said in a state-
ment.

Other

new records

in everyone’s favourite
characters but at the same
time really talk about the
creative process and what
went into the design of
these costumes,” Laela
French, senior manager
of archive and exhibits at
Lucas Museum, said. The
“Star Wars and the Power
of Costume” exhibition,
which features 15 gal-
leries and an interactive
experience, runs at New
York’s Discovery Times
Square from 14 Novem-
ber until 5 September,
2016.—Reuters

saw the Harlem Globe-
trotters score a few hoop
tricks including “the long-
est basketball shot made
blindfolded” achieved by
Thunder Law at 21.18 me-
ters (69 feet, 6 inches).
His team mate Han-
dles Franklin scored “the
farthest kneeling bas-
ketball shot made back-
wards” from 18.47 metres
(60 feet, 7.5 inches).
Other record attempts
were yet to come in the
day, such as the larg-
est gathering of people
dressed as penguins in the
UK.—Reuters

Myanmar
International

(14-11-2015 07:00 am~ 15-11-2015 07:00 am) MST
Today Fresh

07:03 Am  News

07:27 Am  Great Shwedagon: Auspicious Grounds And
Devotional Posts

07:39 Am  Amazing: Magician Sak Kaw Ma

07:53 Am  Modifying Natural Thanakha Bark into Ready-Made
Skin Care Product

08:03 Am  News

08:27 Am  Ar Khar New Year Festival

08:49 Am  Pre-PLF 2015

09:03 Am  News

09:27 Am  Discovering Tribes “Bwe”

09:54 Am  Kindhearted Pet Lovers

10:03 Am  News

10:26 Am  Cruising To Precious Islands (Part-2)

10:47 Am A village where old traditions prevails

(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm) - Friday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm) - Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~11:00 Am)

Prime Time

07:03 Pm  News

07:27 Pm  Pagoda Forest in Pa-O Land

07:51 Pm  Today Myanmar “Scraps to Products”

08:03 Pm  News

08:27 Pm  National Literary Icon and Guiding Light of
Myanmar Literature “Sayar Zaw Gyi” (Episode-2)
(Service Life and Literary Journey)

08:52 Pm  Myanmar Masterclass: Artist Dr. Ko Ko Gyi

(09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm) - Today Repeat (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am) - Friday Repeat(07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) - Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(For Detailed Schedule — www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

Entertainment
Channel

(14-11-2015, Saturday)

ANRTV

6:00 am 8:10 am

 Classical Songs « Nay Ma Win Ah Hla Myar
6:10 am +  8:45am

» Real Story, Real Movie ¢ Musical Programme

6:30 am 9:00 am

e Myanmar Series * Dramatic Arts

6:45 am 10:30 am

e Cassette Drama ¢ Myanmar Video
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LONDON — With three of the
four grand slam titles and a re-
cord six Masters Series crowns
scooped up in a year of domi-
nation, Novak Djokovic could
be forgiven for using the ATP
Tour Finals in London as a well-
earned lap of honour. Not a bit
of it.

The 28-year-old world num-
ber one’s appetite for stomping
all over his supposed rivals is
insatiable.

Serbian Djokovic will start
as overwhelming favourite to
claim a fourth consecutive title
at the year-ender, having won 14
matches in a row at the Thames-
side venue where last year ended
in anti-climactic fashion as Rog-
er Federer withdrew from their
showdown with a back injury.

The numbers Djokovic has
compiled this year surpass even
his dominant 2011 campaign
when he also won three majors.

He will arrive with a

78-5 win/loss record and on
a 22-match winning streak,
stretching back to his defeat by
Federer in the Cincinnati final in
August.

He has owned the number
one ranking since July 2014 and
he will end the year there for a
fourth time — the same as John
McEnroe and lvan Lendl.

“In terms of the grand slams,
this has been a better season than
2011,” Djokovic, who would
have won all four but for an in-
spired Stanislas Wawrinka in the
French Open final, said in an in-
terview with Sport Magazine.

“It’s about the overall feel-
ing of my game — the way | play
and the way | feel on the court.
I’'m a more complete player
physically; technically I’ve im-
proved since 2011, and mentally
I’m more stable.”

Worryingly, no one seems to
have a clue how to stop him.

World number two Andy

Murray, who is juggling the Tour
Finals on home soil with trying
to win the Davis Cup for Britain
for the first time since 1936 the
week after, has lost 10 of his last
11 matches against Djokovic.
Murray failed to survive the
round-robin stage last year when
he was demolished by Federer.
Since losing to Djokovic in
last week’s Paris Masters final

he has practised mainly on clays

in readiness for Davis Cup duty
in Ghent.

He was, however, placed
in the easier-looking group
in Thursday’s draw, avoiding
Federer and Djokovic.

Federer, 34, always puts
on a show in London — having
reached the final four times since
the event moved from Shanghai
in 2009, winning twice.

Unlike last year when sever-
al new faces qualified, this year’s
eight are the usual suspects, with
Japan’s Kei Nishikori the least

AR

SPORT
Saturday, 14 November, 2015

World number one Novak Djokovic of Serbia poses with the trophy
after beating Britain’s Andy Murray, on 8 November. PHoto: ReuTERs

experienced on his second ap-
pearance.

A rejuvenated Rafael Nadal
is back after missing out last year
through injury and while still
not quite the formidable foe he
was at his peak the Spaniard will
relish testing his improvement

against Murray and Wawrinka in
group play.

David Ferrer and Tomas
Berdych will do well to reach the
semis, Wawrinka could be the
dark horse after reaching the last
four in 2013 and last year when he
lost an epic to Federer—Reuters

Jean Beausejour (R) of
Chile fights for the ball with
Daniel Torres of Colombia

during their 2018 World Cup
qualifying soccer match

in Santiago, Chile, on 12 -
November 2015. PHoTo: REUTERS
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Rodriguez
shatches draw for
Colombia in Chile

SANTIAGO — James Rodriguez
struck in the second half to give
Colombia a 1-1 draw away
against Chile in 2018 World Cup
qualifying on Thursday as the
hosts dropped their first points of
the South American campaign.

Chile appeared to be on their
way to a third straight win in the
group when Arturo Vidal head-
ed them in front on the stroke of
halftime. Rodriguez, returning
after missing the opening games
through injury last month, had a
subdued match until he levelled
midway through the second half
from one of several chances set
up by the dangerous Luis Muriel.

South American champions
Chile, unbeaten in their last 10,
have seven points from three
games and Colombia, quarter-fi-
nalists at the last World Cup,
have four.

Alexis Sanchez nearly gave
Chile a first-minute lead when
his shot was turned away by
David Ospina in the Colombia
goal and he sent another effort
narrowly wide with a shot on the
turn just after the half hour.

At the other end, Jackson
Martinez and debutant Daniel
Torres both went close for Co-
lombia, who were beaten 3-0 in
Uruguay in their previous outing.

Chile, who had struggled to
create openings despite having
more possession, broke through
in the 45" minute when Matias
Fernandez floated over a free
kick and Vidal took advantage
of poor defending to head in his
13" international goal in 72 out-
ings.

Muriel had been a surprise
starter for Colombia, who were
missing Radamel Falcao through
injury, but inspired their revival
in the second half as Chile decid-
ed to play a waiting game.

He set up one chance for
Rodriguez, who wasted it with a
weak shot at Bravo, and then saw
an effort of his own deflected
wide after a powerful run down
the left.

Muriel’s persistence paid off
in the 67" minute when he broke
down the left again and while his
cross was cut out, the clearance
went to Rodriguez, who failed
to control the ball with his first
touch but regained control quick-
ly and scored with a shot on the
turn from 12 metres in the 68"
minute.

The final 20 minutes was an
end-to-end affair and Colombia
nearly grabbed a winner when
Bravo just managed to stop Ed-
win Cardona’s shot.—Reuters
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