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Traditional Elephant 
Dance Festival held 
in Kyaukse

President U Thein Sein 
sends messages of felicitations 
to Czech Republic

UEC decides not to hold election in four townships 
Regional strife bars polls

MORE than 60 Indian firms are 
set to host an exposition of their 
products and services along with 
a seminar, the Indian Embassy in 
Yangon said yesterday. 

The exhibition, entitled “4th 

Enterprise India Show” will feature 
a wide range of consumer products 
and services that range from infra-
structure supplies, petroleum and 
natural gas equipment, power and 

energy tech, services, textile and 
garment technology and education 
products at the Tatmadaw Hall in 
Yangon from this Thursday until 1 
November. 

The exclusive exhibition 
will provide a platform for busi-
ness networking, joint venturing, 
technology transfer, marketing 
arrangements, people-to-people 
interaction and cultural exchange, 
the embassy claimed. Its aim is to 
contribute to Myanmar’s econom-

ic opening, to aid in development 
and increase economic strength. It 
will also improve bilateral relations 
said Indian Ambassador Mr. Gau-
tam Mukhophadhaya. 

Run in association between 
the Indian Embassy in Myanmar, 
the Ministry of Commerce and In-
dustry of India and the Republic of 
the Union of Myanmar Federation 
of Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry the four-day event is man-
aged by the Confederation of In-

dian Industry-CII, India’s premier 
business association. 

According to the embas-
sy a seminar to forge bilateral 
trade and economic cooperation 
in the areas of investment, agri-
culture, livestock and fisheries, 
construction, power and renew-
able energy, consumer goods 
and services, information tech-
nology, hospitality and the fish-
ing industry is also scheduled to 
take place at Parkroyal Hotel in 

Yangon on Thursday. 
During her visit to Myanmar 

early this year Indian Minister for 
Commerce and Industry Nirmala 
Sitharaman said that the two coun-
tries expected to top US$10 billion 
by 2020 with a trade target of US$-
3billion in 2015. 

India is the fifth largest trading 
partner to Myanmar after China, 
Thailand, Singapore and Japan 
with investments in agriculture, 
manufacturing, oil and gas.

Ye Myint

Aye Min Soe

Indian firms to showcase products and services in Yangon

THE Union Election Commission 
announced on Tuesday that they 
will not hold the 8 November elec-
tion in two townships nor in several 
village-tracts of another two town-
ships in Shan State on the grounds 
that the region lacks stability.

The statement the UEC re-
leased claimed that the election 
will not be held in Mongshu Town-
ship, Kehsi Township, eight vil-
lage-tracts in Tangyang Township, 
five wards and 37 village-tracts in 
Namtit of Hopang Township as the 
situation in those areas calls into 
question the freedom and fairness 
in which the upcoming election can 
be held. The Shan State Nation-
alities Democratic Party-SNDP 
requested on 19 October that the 
UEC suspend the election in three 
townships — Mongshu, Kehsi 
and Tangyang — in eastern Shan 
State due to conflict between the 
Tatmadaw and local armed ethnic 
groups. 

A follow-up letter from the 
SNDP, signed by the party’s gener-
al secretary Sai Hla Kyaw, request-
ed that the UEC resume the elec-
tion in the three townships once 
stability had been restored. 

Locals said that they did not 
believe a free election was possible 
in their area as they are currently 
displaced by the fighting. 

Meanwhile, the UEC an-
nounced Tuesday that it would 
allow civil service personnel, who 
will be working on the day of the 
election, to cast advanced votes as 
of this Thursday if they apply to do 

so with the relevant ward/village 
sub-election commissions.

Those who will be on duty on 
election day will be allowed to cast 
their votes for the upcoming elec-
tion on 6 and 7 November, accord-
ing to the UEC.

Two members of a ward/vil-
lage sub-election commission will 
be sent to visit those who cannot 
get themselves to a polling station 
in order to collect advanced votes 
from them. The UEC invited can-

didates’ agents, observers and 
media personnel to observe the ad-
vanced voting process.

The UEC’s director, U Thaung 
Hlaing told the press Tuesday that 
the commission would take action 
against anyone caught attempting 
to block Myanmar citizens from 
voting for the November 8 election 
if they are entitled to do so. 

The final voters’ list will 
be made publicly available at 
sub-election commissions nation-

wide on 2, 6 and 7 November.
The People’s Alliance for 

Credible Elections (PACE), which 
has monitored political campaigns 
in 129 townships from 8 Septem-
ber to 18 October has urged all 
political parties on Tuesday to fol-
low the code of conduct and to use 
monitoring committees at every 
level. 

At the rallies observed 93 
percent of candidates made no 
personally degrading remarks or 

inciting comments about any other 
candidate. At 98 percent of the ral-
lies observed no speaker made any 
comment about a particular group 
or person. PACE, however, found 
that at 2 percent of rallies observed 
inciting remarks were made about 
race, religion and/or gender.

PACE also recommends that 
the Union Election Commission 
ensure that candidates have equal 
access to public spaces and free-
dom of movement. 

Government completed printing ballots for the November-8 election by 21 October. Photo: Kyaw Thu Win
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International election 
observers visit townships 
in Kachin State
INTERNATIONAL observers 
of Myanmar’s general elec-
tions, to be held on 8 Novem-
ber, arrived in Kachin State on 
12 October to begin oversee-
ing the electoral process dur-
ing what will be a 36-day visit.

Kaka Suminta of Indone-
sia and Lalaine Marfil Apugan 
of the Philippines from the 
Asian Network for Free Elec-
tions together with an inter-
preter have visited Myitkyina, 
Mohnyin and Mogaung town-

ships and plan to tour town-
ships in Bhamo District.

They will not be visiting 
Putao District, Phakant Town-
ship nor a number of other ar-
eas in the state due to security 
concerns. 

More international ob-
servers including officials 
from the European Union will 
be arriving in Kachin State ac-
cording to election officer U 
Myo Min Oo of Mohnyin Dis-
trict.—GNLM-001

Thayetpin Dam in  
Ywapalaegyi village and Phon-
egyi Lake in Yinmabin village 
are being built in Thazi Town-
ship, Mandalay Region, for local 
water sufficiency.

The infrastructure projects 
are being implemented by the 

township’s Rural Development 
Department under the Ministry 
of Livestock, Fisheries and Rural 
Development. The facilities will 
supply drinking water as well as 
agricultural irrigation to the area.

The projects were inspected 
by Meiktila District department 

head U Thin Min Latt and offi-
cials on 24 October. They also 
viewed the agriculture and live-
stock breeding works funded by 
the ministry’s Emerald Green 
Project at Katkyaeinn and Saegy-
ima villages.—Thein Myint Kyaw  
(Meiktila)

Livestock and pastures training 
course ends in Pobbathiri Tsp
A VOCATIONAL training 
course on pastures and live-
stock breeding run by the De-
partment of Livestock Breed-
ing and Veterinary Department 
was completed on Monday. 
The course was held in Pob-
bathiri township of Nay Pyi 
Taw Council Area.

The two-week course was 
set up to improve the rural com-
munity’s professional expertise 

and increase their propensity 
to generate income. The 20 at-
tendees were given completion 
certificates by township DLBV 
officer U Kyaw Kyaw Naung.

The course taught knowl-
edge in pasture farming, 
pig, poultry, goat and cat-
tle breeding, the vaccina-
tion of poultry and general 
disease control among other  
subjects.—Shwe Ye Yint

Thazi Township gets 
improved water supply

Firefighters’ refresher 
course opens in 
Myawady Township
AUXILIARY firefighters’  
refresher course No 2 for 2015  
was opened at Ingyinmyaing vil-
lage in Myawady Township  of 
Kayin State on Monday. 

The district’s Deputy Com-
missioner U Lwin Ko Oo said in 
an address that firefighters need to 
remain at peak mental and physi-
cal condition in order to carry out 
the brave and dangerous work of 
searching and saving citizens in 

danger and administrating fire 
safety standards.

Staff Officer of the Town-
ship Fire Services Department U 
Myint Swe spoke briefly on the 
role of the fire service in the com-
munity and the importance and 
purpose of the department.  Fifty 
firefighters are attending the re-
fresher course. Training began on 
Monday and will run until 20 No-
vember.—Htein Lin Aung-IPRD

The Kangyi-Phankhapinkon 
road, which is a detour to a local 
Naval Region Command Head-
quarters, is being built in Kyunsu 
Township, Taninthayi Region, 

with funding from the Depart-
ment of Progress of Border Are-
as and National Races under the 
Ministry of Border Affairs. 

The detour was requested by 

members of the local rural com-
munity. The two-mile road, when 
completed, will better accommo-
date the daily transportation needs 
of the locals.—Yan Naing (IPRD)

Detour road built in Kyunsu Township

Auxiliary fire fignters attending refresher course in Myawady Township. Photo: Htein Lin Aung-IPRD

Correspondent of Global New Light of Myanmar Daily meets 
observers from Asian Network for Free Elections in Mohnyin.  
Photo: GNLM-001

A worksite seen with heavy machinery to dredge earthen lake. Photo: Thein Myint Kyaw

An educational workshop on 
Myanmar’s 2014 nationwide 
census was held in Hinthada, 
Ayeyawady Region, on 25 Oc-
tober.  Data on population and 
housing were distributed and 
explained by Deputy Director U 
Toe Lin of the Immigration and 

National Registration Depart-
ment (INRD).

The data were also handed 
over to District Census Commit-
tee Chairman U San Htay.

The three-day workshop 
was attended by district civil ser-
vice personnel, INRD staff from  

Hinthada, Ingapu, Myanaung, 
Kyangin, Laymyethna and Zalun 
townships, and  social organisa-
tions, totalling 69 attendees.

The census was conducted 
from 30 March to 10 April last 
year across most of the coun-
try.—Kyaw Kyaw (Hinthada)

Hinthada workshop explores 2014 census
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U Thein Sein, President of the Republic of the Union of Myan-
mar, has sent messages of felicitations to His Excellency Mr. Milos 
Zeman, President of the Czech Republic and His Excellency Mr. 
Bohuslav Sobotka, Prime Minister of the Czech Republic, on the 
occasion of the Independence Day of the Czech Republic, which 
falls on 28 October 2015.—Myanmar News Agency

President U Thein Sein sends messages 
of felicitations to Czech Republic

A JOINT venture signing cere-
mony was held between Road 
Transport under the Ministry of 
Rail Transportation and CJ Korea 
Express Asia Pte. Ltd at a minis-
try meeting room yesterday.

The ceremony established 
the CJ Korea Express RT My-
anmar Co, Ltd which will oper-
ate road transportation and be 
based in Yangon. Managing Di-
rector of Road Transport U San 
Myint Oo signed the agreement 
with Mr. Lee Joon, head of 
the South East Asia of CJ Ko-
rea Express Asia Pte. Ltd and 
reached a land lease agreement 

with the Chairman of CJ Korea 
Express RT Myanmar Co Ltd 
Mr Lee Jae Hee.

The ministry offered CJ Ko-
rea Express RT Myanmar the deal 
for the freight and warehouse, 
goods transportation and servic-
es site which sits on a 3.25-acre 
plot of land. It is located in Insein 
Township, Yangon Region.

In the first operation by the-
joint venture company 60 vehi-
cles will be used to meet trans-
portation requirements with an 
eye towards expanding in that 
number in the future.—Myanmar 
News Agency

Korea-Myanmar Inland 
Aquaculture Development Fo-
rum was held at Sedona Hotel 
in Mandalay on October 27. 

The forum was attended 
by U Khin Maung Aye, Deputy 
Minister for Livestock, Fish-
eries and Rural Development, 
Mr Nam Kwon Hyoung, chief 
resident representative of Ko-
rean International Cooperation 
Agency and experts from Na-
tional Fisheries Research and 
Development Institute from 
Korea.

The purpose of the forum is 
to propose the draft master plan 
for the development of inland 

aquaculture industry and to draw 
action plans for the promotion 
of inland aquaculture industry in 
Myanmar.

Mr Nam Kwon Hyoung, 
chief resident representative said 
the fisheries sector in Myanmar 
is vital for national food securi-
ty, income generation and export 
promotions. 

Mr Nam said, “That is why 
we have to achieve high produc-
tivity and quality by aquaculture 
development not only for the do-
mestic consumption, but also for 
foreign markets.”

In this connection, KOI-
CA is supporting the “Pro-

ject for Development of 
Inland Fish Farming Tech-
nology” in partnership with  
Department of Fishery.”

In the forum, the presenta-
tions such as the proposal of 
the draft master plan for inland 
aquaculture development in 
Myanmar, the establishment of 
an inland aquaculture research 
and extension center in Myan-
mar, leading causes of mass 
mortality of fishes occurring in 
natural water body, Myanmar 
inland aquaculture policy and 
development plans, challenges 
in Myanmar inland aquaculture 
farms are.—KOICA Myanmar

A workshop to introduce the 
sustainable management of na-
ture reserves in Myanmar was 
held at the Amara Hotel in Nay 
Pyi Taw on Tuesday.

The workshop was organ-
ized by the Forestry Department 
of the Ministry of Environmental 
Conservation and Forestry, the 
WCS and the UNDP.

Permanent Secretary U Khin 
Maung Yi, Deputy Residence Rep-
resentative Ms Thuy Hang Thi To 
of UNDP Myanmar and Country 
Director U Than Myint of WCS 

made speeches at the workshop.
Myanmar aims to designate 

10 percent of its total land area as 
natural reserve under the national 
forestry sector’s 30-year project. 
The plan currently counts 39 na-
ture reserves covering 5.75 per-
cent of the total land area of the 
country.

The purpose of the workshop 
was to promote public under-
standing of the project, to attract 
partner organisations and to re-
view the annual work plan.—My-
anmar News Agency

The Printing and Publishing 
Enterprise of the Ministry of 
Information said on Tuesday 
that it would not be able to 
timely print ballot papers that 
are sent to it after the end of 
this week. 

The PPE announced that 

it had informed the UEC that it 
cannot guarantee ballot paper 
orders that are sent to it before 
Saturday, 31 October will be 
filled. There may be difficulties 
in completing the printing pro-
cess in time if the UEC place 
more orders this week. The 

PPE has printed ballot papers of 
standard quality in accordance 
with data scrutinized and ap-
proved by the Union Election on 
schedule so far.

The PPE printed over 130 
million ballot papers by 22 Oc-
tober.—Myanmar News Agency

Korea-Myanmar Inland Aquaculture 
Development Forum held in Mandalay

Myanmar National Human 
Rights Commission sent an 
appeal on Tuesday to the pres-
ident to pardon political pris-
oners, detained students and 
supporters, according to the 
statement of the commission.

In its statement, the com-
mission said that the Mul-
ti-party Democracy General 

Election would be held on 
8 November and the Union 
Election Commission was en-
deavouring their best to hold 
free and fair election in con-
formity with the law.

The UEC also requested 
responsible organizations and 
the public to extend their co-
operation for the elections, the 

statement said.
The statement said the My-

anmar Human Rights Commis-
sion had submitted an appeal 
to the president to consider 
granting pardon to political 
prisoners, detained students 
and supporters as a gesture of 
welcoming the General Elec-
tion.—Myanmar News Agency

Human rights commission submits appeal to 
pardon political prisoners, detained students, 
supporters to president

PPE informs UEC of difficulty in printing 
ballot papers after 31 Oct

Joint-venture company 
established for transportation

Workshop on sustainable 
management of nature 
reserves held in Nay Pyi Taw

Chief Minister of Yangon Region U Myint Swe and wife being welcomed by Czech Ambassador  
Mr Jaroslav Dolecek at the reception to mark Independence Day of the Czech Republic at Sule-Shangri-La 
Hotel in Yangon on 27-10-2015. Photo: MNA

The signing ceremony for establishment of joint venture company in 
progress. Photo: MNA

The government of Myanmar 
formed a communication commis-
sion on 8 October according to the 
Ministry of Communications and 
Information Technology.

Exercising the power con-
ferred on them by Section 86 of 
the Communications Law, the 

Government of Myanmar formed 
a 5-member communication 
commission led by the Chairman 
of the Myanmar Computer Sci-
ence Development Council, Un-
ion Minister for Communications 
and Information Technology.—
Myanmar News Agency

Myanmar forms communication 
commission
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Philippines say they have ‘no capacity’ 
to resettle asylum seekers
MANILA — President Benigno 
Aquino on Tuesday said the Philip-
pines had “no capacity” to perma-
nently relocate asylum seekers 
now being held in Australian de-
tention camps on remote, impover-
ished South Pacific islands.

Hundreds of boat people seek-
ing asylum in Australia have been 
placed in detention camps on 
Manus island in Papua New Guin-
ea and on the tiny island of Nauru.

“We would want to assist but 
there are limitations as to how far 
we can assist,” Aquino told report-
ers in Manila, saying his govern-
ment was “challenged to meet the 
needs of its own people right now”.

Canberra and Manila have 
held talks about resettling some of 
the refugees in the Philippines after 
a similar deal with Cambodia 
struggled to get off the ground.

Human rights groups criti-
cised the Aquino government for 
entering into talks with Australia 
when thousands of Filipinos dis-
placed by Typhoon Haiyan in 2013 

President Benigno Aquino. Photo: Reuters

were still without homes.
“And this proposed agreement 

is not one of a transitory nature, it’s 
not one of just being a transit point 
but actually relocating these people 
here,” Aquino said. “And we are 
not in a capacity at this point of 
time to afford permanent residency 
to these people.”

Australia had offered $150 
million spread over five years in 
exchange for permanent reloca-
tion of some refugees. A similar 
deal was struck with Cambodia, 
but only four asylum seekers 
were resettled before the deal was 
stopped.

Since 2012, people on boats 
attempting to reach Australia have 
been turned back or taken to 
camps in Nauru, where there have 
been reports of assaults and sys-
temic child abuse, or Papua New 
Guinea, where Canberra has set 
up processing centres.

From the late 1970s until late 
1980s, the Philippines helped 
provide transit to thousands of 
Vietnamese, Laotians and Cam-
bodians who escaped by boat to 
seek permanent homes in the 
United States and elsewhere in 
the West.—Reuters

KUALA LUMPUR — Human 
rights in Malaysia have deteri-
orated under Prime Minister 
Najib Razak’s administration 
despite his promises to provide 
more freedom, Human Rights 
Watch said on Tuesday.

The rights group’s find-
ings, published in a report, will 
add to pressure on Najib and 
further undermine his tattered 
image as a reformist, as he 
struggles to weather criticism 
of his handling of a scandal at a 
state investment fund.

“Prime Minister Najib 
came to power with the prom-
ise he’ll be a reformer ... but 
when the political situation be-
came complicated, he reversed 
his course,” Brad Adams, the 
group’s Asia Director, told a 
news conference in Kuala 
Lumpur.

The prime minister’s of-
fice did not respond to emailed 
request for comments.

Malaysia has been ruled 
by Najib’s party, the United 
Malays National Organisation, 
since independence in 1957.

When Najib took power in 
2009, he promised to uphold 
civil liberties as part of a cam-
paign for more moderate gov-
ernment.

He did repeal a coloni-
al-era Internal Security Act but 
backtracked on a promise to 
repeal a Sedition Act.

He strengthened the Sedi-
tion Act and introduced a tough 
Prevention of Terrorism Act 
after his coalition lost the ma-
jority vote in 2013 elections, 
although it managed to stay in 
power. The government also 
amended existing laws to re-
strict speech, including on so-
cial media.

This year, authorities have 
cracked down on anti-govern-
ment rally organisers, those 
critical of Najib and debt-rid-
den state fund 1Malaysia De-
velopment Berhad (1MDB).

Authorities also blocked 
websites and suspended news-
papers that reported extensive-
ly on 1MDB.

“The single thing this gov-
ernment can do is to stop ar-
resting, charging, investigating 
people for peaceful expres-
sion,” Adams said.

1MDB has debts of more 
than $11 billion and is under 
investigation for financial mis-
management. Najib is the 
chairman of the fund’s adviso-
ry board. Separately, Najib has 
been scrutinised after a report 
emerged that almost $700 mil-
lion was banked into his ac-
count. Reuters has not verified 
the report.—Reuters

A man takes a picture of his family near stone sculptures of half-buried people at the Lapindo mud field in 
Sidoarjo. Photo: Reuters

Indonesia’s mudflow disaster site gets 
makeover as tourist spot
SIDOARJO — Plodding around a 
vast field of mud that sits on top of 
a dozen submerged villages, tour-
ists snap photographs of a volcano 
that is still spewing sludge nearly 
a decade after it erupted in one of 
the strangest disasters on record.

A short distance away, a 
woman surveys stone sculptures 
of half-buried people and monu-
ments commemorating the 2006 
catastrophe that displaced tens of 
thousands of villagers and trans-
formed a landscape stretching 
across hundreds of hectares at the 
eastern end of Indonesia’s Java 
island. Reports at the time put the 
death toll at around a dozen.

Disaster tourism has become 
more common in Indonesia, 

where visitors are drawn to sites 
of earthquakes, floods and volcan-
ic eruptions to witness the after-
math of catastrophes or simply do 
some soul-searching.

“I had watched a lot of the 
news on television, but I didn’t 
expect that seeing it with my own 
eyes could give such a different 
impression,” said tourist Wisnu 
Titik Kartiani at Sidoarjo’s mud-
flow disaster site. “If this is called 
tourism, I suppose this is tragic 
tourism.”

Her guide, Sumono, was one 
of the villagers who now ferry 
tourists on their motorcycles or 
sell videos of the disaster that took 
away their livelihoods as factory 
workers.

“We are grateful for any 
work we can get,” he said.

At its peak, mud was spew-
ing at a rate of around 150,000 
cubic metres a day from the volca-
no at Sidoarjo, which many be-
lieved was triggered when PT 
Lapindo Brantas, a company 
linked to the powerful Bakrie 
family, was drilling for oil and 
gas. The Bakries denied wrongdo-
ing and said it was due to natural 
causes.

The government had agreed 
to foot part of the compensation 
costs and, to date, around 90 per-
cent of the victims had received 
payments, said Wahyu Sutopo, an 
official at the Sidoarjo Mudflow 
Mitigation Agency.—Reuters

Malaysia’s 
human rights 
have been 
eroded under 
PM Najib 

“We would want to 
assist but there are 
limitations as to how 
far we can assist.”

President Benigno Aquino
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TOKYO — The land ministry 
said Tuesday it will suspend the 
Okinawa governor’s attempt to 
prevent the state from moving 
ahead with the building of a US 
military replacement facility in 
the southern island prefecture.

The ministry’s move sets the 
stage for the Defence Ministry to 
resume work related to the reloca-
tion of the US Marine Corps Air 
Station Futenma from a crowded 
residential district in Ginowan to 
a less populated area in the He-
noko coastal area of Nago.

Political wrangling between 
the local and central governments 
has been intensifying since Gov. 
Takeshi Onaga on 13 October 
revoked the approval granted 
by his predecessor to the central 
government in 2013 for landfill 
work to relocate the base. “It was 
recognised that there are flaws in 
the approval,” Onaga said at the 
time.

The Defence Ministry’s 
Okinawa Defence Bureau sus-
pended relocation-related work 
following the governor’s action, 
but countered the following day 
by asking land minister Keiichi 
Ishii to examine the legitimacy 
of Onaga’s revocation and to sus-
pend the decision.

On Tuesday, the land, infra-
structure, transport and tourism 
minister told a press conference 
that he will suspend the gover-
nor’s decision because not doing 
so would make it “impossible to 
continue the relocation project” 
and continue to pose “risks” to 

Land ministry suspends Okinawa’s 
move to block base relocation

People stage a protest outside the US Marine Corps’ Camp Schwab in Nago in Japan’s southernmost island 
prefecture of Okinawa, on 27 October 2015. Photo: Kyodo News

residents living around the base.
Ishii added, “The Japan-US 

alliance may be adversely affect-
ed.”

While it may take some time 
for the minister to complete his 
examination of the legitimacy 
of the governor’s revocation, the 
defence bureau can proceed with 
the relocation work in the mean-
time.

The government agreed at a 
Cabinet meeting the same day to 
start taking steps toward calling 
for Onaga to “correct” his action, 
one that Chief Cabinet Secretary 

Yoshihide Suga said “significant-
ly harms public interests, such 
as by causing serious damage in 
terms of diplomacy and defence.”

The Cabinet also agreed that 
there were “no flaws” in the ap-
proval for landfill work granted 
by former Gov Hirokazu Nakai-
ma and that Onaga’s move to re-
voke it was “illegal.”

Defence Minister Gen Na-
katani said relocation work will 
resume as soon as a land minis-
try document on the suspension 
is delivered to him and necessary 
preparations are made.

Tuesday’s action by the land 
ministry angered local people op-
posed to the base relocation, with 
some criticizing the state for act-
ing “unreasonably” and “insult-
ing Okinawa.”

The local government and 
many residents in Okinawa are 
opposed to the relocation plan 
as they are seeking to reduce the 
burden on their prefecture from 
hosting the bulk of US forces 
in Japan. Onaga was elected 
last November on a pledge to 
oppose the relocation within 
Okinawa.—Kyodo News

MUMBAI — The  
International Criminal Court said 
India should arrest and hand over 
Sudanese President Omar Has-
san al-Bashir, who is wanted on 
genocide charges and expected to 
visit New Delhi for a summit this 
week.

Bashir is accused of master-
minding genocide, crimes against 
humanity and war crimes in his 
campaign to crush a revolt in Su-
dan’s western Darfur region. The 
Hague-based tribunal issued war-
rants for his arrest in 2009 and 
2010.

Along with at least 40 other 
African leaders, the 71-year-old 
president is expected to arrive 
in New Delhi on Wednesday to 
attend an India-Africa Summit 
aimed at boosting trade and in-
vestment between the two re-
gions.

Although India is not an ICC 
signatory, New Delhi should act 
as a UN Security Council resolu-
tion had lifted Bashir’s immunity 
under international law and urged 

all states to fully cooperate with 
the ICC, said the office of ICC 
Prosecutor Fatou Bensouda.

“As states ponder over such 
matters, it is fundamentally im-
portant not to forget the victims 
who deserve justice for the unim-
aginable atrocities they have suf-
fered,” Bensouda’s office told the 
Thomson Reuters Foundation by 
email late on Monday.

“By arresting and surrender-
ing ICC suspects, India can con-
tribute to the important goal of 
ending impunity for the world’s 
worst crimes.”

Indian officials were not im-
mediately available for comment, 
but Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Vikas Swarup, when asked the 
country’s position, told local 
media, “India is fully compliant 
with its international legal obli-
gations.”

This is not the first time the 
ICC has asked a foreign gov-
ernment to arrest and hand over 
Bashir.

South Africa, which is a sig-

natory to the ICC and obliged 
to implement warrants from the 
court, was criticised in June for 
allowing Bashir to leave an Af-
rican Union summit, defying a 
ruling by its own court ordering 
his detention.

Sudan has previously ac-
cused the ICC of being a politi-
cal tool to target African lead-
ers. Others indicted by the ICC 
include Laurent Gbagbo, former 
president of the Republic of Cote 
d’Ivoire, and Muammar Gaddafi, 
the late leader of Libya.

But Amnesty Internation-
al India said the two warrants 
against Bashir charged him with 
criminal responsibility on 10 
counts, including murder, torture 
and rape, and appealed to India to 
detain the Sudanese president.

“As a country which aspires 
to a more prominent global posi-
tion, India must not turn a blind 
eye to these charges. The Indian 
government must show true lead-
ership by helping bring Omar al-
Bashir to trial.”—Reuters

Nepal 
reschedules 
election date 
for new 
VP vote
KATHMANDU — Nepal has 
rescheduled the election date 
for the post of second Vice 
President of the country from 
Wednesday to Saturday. Cit-
ing special reason, the elec-
tion slated for 28 October  has 
been postponed for three days.

According to a press 
statement issued by the Legis-
lature Parliament on Tuesday, 
candidates can field the nom-
ination for the post of Vice 
President on Friday.

If consensus is not forged 
among the political parties, se-
cret voting will be held from 
11 am local time on Saturday. 
The new Vice President will 
be the second VP of the Feder-
al Democratic Republic Nepal 
and first one after the promul-
gation of new constitution.

The reschedule comes 
on the same day when three 
candidates including a wom-
an have filed their candidacy 
for the post of President of the 
Himalayan nation. The elec-
tion for the post of President is 
taking place tomorrow.

Nepal elected KP Sharma 
Oli as the new Prime Minister 
on 11 October nearly a month 
after the country adopted a 
new constitution on 20 Sep-
tember. The first Vice Pres-
ident of Nepal Parmanand 
Jha was elected in the post on 
July, 2008.—Xinhua

International Criminal Court says India 
should hand over Sudan’s Bashir

China says West trying to ‘falsify’ 
Communist Party history
BEIJING — Enemy forces in the 
West are trying to “falsify” the 
history of China’s ruling Com-
munist Party and its military and 
force a “colour revolution” on 
troops who are too susceptible to 
outside influences, the military’s 
official newspaper said on Tues-
day.

President Xi Jinping has re-
peatedly reminded the military to 
be loyal to the party, as he also 
steps up efforts to fight graft in 
the army and modernise forces 
that are projecting power across 
the disputed waters of the East 
and South China Seas, though it 
has not fought a war in decades.

In a front page commentary, 
the official People’s Liberation 
Army Daily said that unnamed 
enemies in the West were trying 
to undermine the military.

“Hostile Western forces are 
sparing no effort to belittle our 
fine traditions, denigrating our 
heroes and falsifying our party’s 
and military’s history,” it said, 
without giving details.

They are “trying in vain to 

push a ‘colour revolution’ to get 
us to change our stripes”, the 
newspaper added, referring to 
popular uprisings that occurred in 
former Soviet states like Ukraine 
that swept away often long-estab-
lished rulers.

The party does not look 
kindly upon any challenges to 
its official narrative of history 
over issues like World War Two, 
which lauds the role of the party 
in fighting the Japanese, a view 
often challenged by Western aca-
demics and others who say it was 
Nationalist forces who did most 
of the fighting.

The paper said that as China 
continued to modernise, its sol-
diers, who were mostly born in 
the 1980s and 1900s, were more 
and more susceptible to “multi-
ple, diverse values and points of 
view”, a huge challenge to their 
ability to distinguish right from 
wrong. “Their understanding and 
appreciation of our fine traditions 
is not deep, and their knowledge 
is insufficient,” it added, again 
without elaborating.—Reuters
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A group of migrants wait to enter a makeshift camp at the Austrian Slovenian border near the village of Sentilj, 
Slovenia on 26 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

BRUSSELS — The European 
Union plans to persuade refugees 
to wait in Greece for paid flights 
to other countries offering asy-
lum rather than risk dangerous 
winter treks through the Balkans, 
EU officials said on Monday.

Pledging to act fast on agree-
ments by Balkan leaders on Sun-
day to slow and control the flow 
of Syrians and others making 
their way to Germany from Tur-
key, officials acknowledged peo-
ple would keep coming and said 
persuading them to accept order-
ly relocation arrangements would 
be vital.

“The idea is also to convince 
the Syrian father that it is better to 
stay in Greece with his family un-
til they can be relocated,” one EU 
official said, noting the difficul-
ties tens of thousands of people 
face out in the open in the Bal-
kans.

Free flights to safe countries 
would be a much better option, 
the official said, than uncertain 
treks to the north.

The United Nations refugee 
agency (UNHCR), which worked 
with the EU and non-EU states in 
the region to formulate Sunday’s 
plan stressed the need for imme-
diate action to save lives, though 
questions remain over how fast 
resources will be available and 
how squabbling neighbouring 
governments will start to cooper-
ate.

“Measures agreed yesterday 
have to be applied immediately 
and completely,” said UNHCR 
spokeswoman Carlotta Sami. 
“We have already had several 
cases of hypothermia among peo-

ple waiting in the cold... There is 
a risk of tragedies due to the 
weather.”

The agreement foresees 
places for 100,000 people wait-
ing for asylum claims to be as-
sessed, 50,000 in Greece and 
50,000 in Balkan states further 
north. The EU has promised 
funds to Greece and the other 
countries to provide emergency 
help.

At the meeting, involving 11 
countries and held at the initiative 
of German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, Greek Prime Minister 
Alexis Tsipras was pressed to do 
more to document those arriving. 
The final joint statement said pol-
icies of “waving through refu-
gees” toward neighbouring coun-
tries must end.

Tsipras himself stressed that 
the root of the problem lay in 
Turkey, from where most Syrians 
and Iraqis, as well as migrants 
from South Asia, head by sea to 
nearby Greek islands. The EU is 
negotiating separately with Tur-
key to control those flows.

Several diplomats and EU 
officials said there were signs 
that Tsipras, who has had rocky 

relations this year with Berlin and 
Brussels during negotiations on a 
euro zone bailout, was stepping 
up cooperation on the migrant 
crisis after months in which offi-
cials have complained about a 
perceived lack of will in Athens.

A priority now for Greece 
will be the provision of some 
20,000 new places to house peo-
ple temporarily by the end of the 
year, in addition to the existing 
10,000, EU officials said. A fur-
ther 20,000 places should be pro-
vided later. The Greek govern-
ment has resisted setting up 
camps. EU officials said places 
could be provided in other ways, 
such as hotels or private apart-
ments.

Those identified as econom-
ic migrants to be returned to their 
home countries could be kept in 
secure units, however.

A major part of EU efforts to 
ensure Greece and Italy do not 
simply help undocumented mi-
grants travel through to reach 
richer parts of northern Europe 
has been a new scheme to relo-
cate those likely to be granted 
refugee status in other EU states.

That has set governments 
against each other and has got off 
to a slow start. So far fewer than 
100 people have been flown from 
Italy to northern countries and 
none as yet from Greece.

EU officials said the scheme, 
intended to take up to 160,000 
people over the next two years, 
would accelerate once migrants 
could be reassured that it would 
work. Many had been reluctant to 
agree to it, officials said, fearing 
they might be deported.—Reuters

News In Brief

China urges US to act cautiously in 
South China Sea

Kosovo opposition bent on bringing 
down government

Pakistan says militants firing from Afghanistan 
killed seven soldiers

Biden offers to work with Guatemala’s Morales 
to fight corruption: White House

Turkish police detain 30 in raid against Islamic 
State: Dogan

BEIJING — China is still trying 
to verify whether a US warship 
went within 12 nautical miles of 
Chinese-controlled islands in 
the South China Sea but, if true, 
the United States must think 
carefully, China’s Foreign Min-

ister said on Tuesday.
“If true, we advise the US to 

think again and before acting, not 
act blindly or make trouble out of 
nothing,” the foreign ministry 
quoted Foreign Minister Wang 
Yi as saying.—Reuters

PRISTINA — Kosovo’s  
opposition continues to demand 
that Prime Minister Isa Mustafa 
withdraws his signature from 
the Brussels agreement, which 
obligates Pristina to enable the 
establishment of a community 
of Serb municipalities.

If this does not happen, 
mass protests will be held to 
bring down the government, 
says a member of the radical 
opposition Self-Determination 
movement Aljbuljena Hadziu, 
according to the Pristina portal 

Republika.ifo. Mustafa claims 
that the opposition will not be 
able to block the activities of 
the parliament, but admits that 
it can create difficulties.

In an attempt to prevent the 
adoption of agreements on set-
ting up a community of Serb 
municipalities and the border 
demarcation with Montenegro, 
Kosovo’s opposition set off tear 
gas in the parliament four times, 
most recently on Friday 
evening, and staged street pro-
tests.—Tanjug

WANA — Islamist militants 
firing from Afghanistan into 
Pakistan killed seven Pakistani 
paramilitary soldiers on Tues-
day, officials said, in an attack 
likely to put more strain on 
tense relations between the 
neighbours.

Afghanistan and Pakistan 
routinely trade accusations of 
doing too little to prevent Tal-
iban fighters and other mili-
tants operating in the other’s 

territory.
The Pakistani army said 

seven members of the paramili-
tary Frontier Constabulary (FC) 
were killed near a border town 
in the mountainous South Wa-
ziristan region.

“Heavy fire from across 
Pak Afghan border early morn-
ing today on a FC check post 
northeast of Angoor Adda in 
South Waziristan,” the military 
said in a statement.—Reuters

WASHINGTON — The White 
House said US Vice President 
Joe Biden called Guatemalan 
President-elect Jimmy Morales 
on Monday, a former TV come-
dian who was swept to power in a 
Sunday election centered on the 
issue of government corruption.

Biden “offered to work 

personally with the Morales 
Administration and the other 
leaders of the region to com-
bat corruption, promote 
shared prosperity, address in-
security, and advance regional 
energy integration efforts,” 
the White House said in a 
statement.—Reuters

ISTANB — Turkish police de-
tained about 30 people on 
Tuesday in a raid against sus-
pected Islamic State militants 
in the central city of Konya, 
Dogan News Agency reported.

The sweep comes a day 
after police launched a series 
of operations against Islamic 
State groups, including a raid 
on more than a dozen houses in 
the southeastern city of Diyar-
bakir.

Seven militants were 
killed and 12 more were cap-
tured in that operation.

Turkish authorities have 
extended operations into sus-
pected Islamic State cells after 
a double suicide bombing in 
Ankara that killed more than 
100 people, the worst attack of 
its kind in Turkey’s modern 
history, was blamed on the 
militant group.

Last week, President 
Tayyip Erdogan said Syrian 
intelligence and Kurdish mili-
tants, not only Islamic State, 
were behind the attack on a ral-
ly of pro-Kurdish activists and 
civic groups.—Reuters

Fly, don’t walk, EU 
urges Balkan migrants

“Measures agreed 
to yesterday have 
to be applied 
immediately and 
completely.”

Carlotta Sami
UNHCR spokeswoman
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV MOUNT BOKOR VOY NO (002)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV MOUNT 
BOKOR VOY NO (002) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 28.10.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S YANG MING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV lINDAUNiS VOY NO (0015S)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV lINDAUNiS 

VOY NO (0015S) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 28.10.2015 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie at 
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S CHINA SHIPPING LINES
Phone No: 2301185

BEIRUT — Delegations 
from Free Syrian Army 
rebel groups did not visit 
Moscow, representatives of 
four factions fighting under 
the FSA banner told Reuters 
on Tuesday, denying Rus-
sian news agency reports 
that such visits had taken 
place.

Russian Foreign 
Ministry official Mikhail 
Bogdanov was quoted by 
Interfax news agency on 
Tuesday as saying delega-
tions from the Free Syrian 
Army had visited Moscow 

several times, including this 
week, amid heightened di-
plomacy on Syria. 

The Free Syrian Army 
is a loose alliance of re-
bel groups, some of them 
recipients of military sup-
port from President Bashar 
al-Assad’s foreign enemies. 
It does not operate with a 
centralised command struc-
ture.

“This talk is not cor-
rect,” said Ahmed al-Seoud, 
head of the FSA-affiliated 
13th Division group, which 
operates in areas of west-

ern Syria being attacked by 
Russian warplanes.

The spokesman for Al-
wiyat Seif al-Sham, an FSA 
group operating in southern 
Syria, said: “Nothing of this 
sort happened on our part as 
FSA.

It is impossible for us 
to accept going to Moscow, 
and to have dialogue with it. 
We don’t want their help.”

“We contacted our 
friends in other areas and 
nobody went,” added the 
spokesman, Abu Ghiath al-
Shami.

The main West-
ern-backed political oppo-
sition, the National Coali-
tion of Syrian Revolution 
and Opposition Forces, 
also denied such visits in 
a statement posted on its 
website.

“The Syrian Coalition 
considers these claims a part 
of the Russian misleading 
propaganda that aims at di-
verting attention from fail-
ures of the Russian aggres-
sion on the Syrian people,” 
the Turkey-based organisa-
tion said.—Reuters

Free Syrian Army groups say they did not visit Moscow

KABUL — The Taliban 
urged aid agencies on Tues-
day to push ahead in deliv-
ering emergency supplies to 
victims of the massive earth-
quake that hit remote moun-
tainous regions of northern 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
killing at least 300 people.

With harsh winter 
weather setting in across the 
rugged Hindu Kush moun-
tains where the earthquake 
struck, the plight of thou-
sands of people left home-
less by the earthquake was 
becoming increasingly seri-
ous.

“The Islamic Emirate 
calls on our good willed 
countrymen and charitable 
organisations to not hold 
back in providing shelter, 
food and medical supplies 
to the victims of this earth-
quake,” the Taliban said in 
a message of condolence to 
quake victims, using their 
formal name.

“And it similarly orders 
its mujahideen in the affect-
ed areas to lend their com-
plete help.”

However the relief ef-

fort is being complicated 
by unstable security caused 
by the Taliban insurgen-
cy, which has made large 
parts of the affected areas 
unsafe for international or-
ganisations and government 
troops.

“We have insufficient 
food and other aid,” said 
Abdul Habib Sayed Khil, 
chief of police in Kunar, one 
of the worst-hit provinces, 
where 42 people were con-
firmed dead.

“It has been raining for 
four days and the weather is 
very cold. If we don’t pro-
vide aid very soon it may 
turn to another disaster.”

Roads and communica-
tions were cut off to many 
areas at the epicentre of the 
earthquake and authorities 
and international relief or-
ganisations were still trying 
to assess the extent of the 
damage.

In Pakistan, where 
landslides and heavy rain 
and snow over the weekend 
had already left thousands of 
tourists stranded in moun-
tainous areas of the north, 

the country’s well-equipped 
military was heavily in-
volved in the relief effort.

Several helicopters had 
been dispatched to affected 
areas to assess damage and 
run rescue operations, the 
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority said.

“Rescue work is on-
going and tents, blankets 
and sleeping mats are being 
provided,” Latif ur Rehman, 
a Pakistani disaster manage-
ment official, told Reuters 
from the northwestern city 
of Peshawar.

Authorities confirmed 
228 deaths in Pakistan while 
in Afghanistan, the death 
toll had climbed to around 
80. At least 4,000 houses 
and compounds had been 
destroyed or damaged, Af-
ghan Chief Executive Ab-
dullah Abdullah said.

However, the death toll 
could climb in coming days 
as communications to cut-
off areas are restored.

The earthquake struck 
almost exactly six months 
after Nepal suffered its worst 
quake on record on 25 April. 

Including the toll from a ma-
jor aftershock in May, 9,000 
people lost their lives there 
and 900,000 homes were 
damaged or destroyed.

The initial magnitude 
7.5 quake on Monday after-
noon was followed by sev-
en aftershocks, measuring 
as high as magnitude 4.8, 
according to the US Geo-
logical Survey. The latest 
aftershock came just before 
dawn on Tuesday.

The quake was 213 km 
(132 miles) deep and cen-
tred 254 km (158 miles) 
northeast of Kabul.

The United Nations 
Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Assis-
tance (OCHA) said roads 
between the Afghan cities 
of Taloqan and Kunduz in 
the north and between Jala-
labad in the east and the 
capital Kabul had been cut 
by landslides.

The United States and 
Iran were among countries 
that offered to provide hu-
manitarian assistance to 
Afghanistan, which already 
depends heavily on foreign 
aid after decades of war 
that have wrecked its econ-

omy and infrastructure.
In Washington, White 

House spokesman Josh 
Earnest said the US Agen-
cy for International Devel-
opment was ready to pro-
vide emergency shelter and 
relief supply kits.

Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif, in 
London en route from an 
official visit to the United 
States, said he would over-
see rescue efforts.

“We will try our best 
to deal with this disaster 
using our own resources,” 
he said.—Reuters

Taliban urge rescuers ‘not to hold 
back’ in Afghan quake relief effort

Army soldiers load sacks of food aid on a helicopter, to distribute in earthquake stricken 
areas in Peshawar, Pakistan on 27 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

LONDON — Police  
arrested a 15-year-old boy 
in Northern Ireland on 
Monday over a cyber attack 
that may have led to the 
theft of data from among 
the 4 million customers of 
British broadband provider 
TalkTalk.

The attack, which 
took place on Wednes-
day, prompted the compa-
ny to deny accusations of 
laxity and say its security 
was “head and shoulders” 
above that of its competi-
tors. But it has led to calls 
for greater regulation of 
how companies and public 
bodies manage personal 

data. A ransom demand 
was received by TalkTalk 
on Friday. Since then, the 
firm has said the attack was 
not as serious as first feared 
and it did not believe those 
behind it would be able to 
steal money from its cus-
tomers.

“A 15-year-old boy 
was arrested on suspicion 
of Computer Misuse Act 
offences,” London’s Met-
ropolitan Police, whose cy-
ber-crime unit has been in-
vestigating the attack, said.

“He has been taken into 
custody at a County Antrim 
police station where he will 
later be interviewed,” it 

said in a statement, adding 
police officers were search-
ing an address in Northern 
Ireland in connection with 
the arrest. A spokeswoman 
for TalkTalk said the com-
pany had been informed of 
the arrest.

“We are grateful for 
the swift response and hard 
work of the police. We will 
continue to assist in the on-
going investigation,” she 
said in a statement.

TalkTalk said on Sun-
day it had hired defence 
company BAE Systems to 
investigate the cyber attack.

Shares in the compa-
ny fell a further 12 percent 

Monday, wiping around 
360 million pounds off the 
company’s market value 
since the news broke after 
the market closed on Thurs-
day.

As well as anger from 
its customers, TalkTalk is 
likely to face tough ques-
tioning from British law-
makers about the adequacy 
of its defences against cy-
ber attack.

Parliament’s Culture, 
Media and Sport Commit-
tee has said it will conduct 
an inquiry on data protec-
tion, which will likely see 
TalkTalk executives sum-
moned to appear.—Reuters

Police arrest 15-year-old in Northern Ireland 
over TalkTalk hack
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Society and the law

We appreciate your feedback and contribu-
tions. If you have any comments or would like to 
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email  
wallace.tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to 
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500 
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

Write for us

Every society in the world is founded on 
the idea of the law. These laws help to 
regulate society and bring about harmo-

nisation and prosperity. As long as the laws of 
society are fair and just and benefit the popula-
tion it is not often necessary to amend the law 
over time. Therefore it is most important that 
the law of the land is based on common decency 
and a shared sense of justice. 

When a law is no longer considered to be 
based on the idea of justice or reason people try to 
amend it. For example, a fine imposed by a par-
ticular law for an offence might have been fair 50 
years ago but the amount of money for the fine is 
no longer reflects the harshness of the infraction. 
It has become too little. Thus, offenders happily 
pay small fines rather than abide by the law or 
learn from the experience. Justice cannot be done 
under those circumstances and the law has be-
come obsolete.

At such a time people must amend the law to 
prevent such offences taking place. However, 
when there are too many laws that are not based 
on the idea of justice people are forced to demol-
ish the entire institution of law instead of amend-
ing laws individually. This is called systemic rot, 

inertia. It is an unhealthy and, in the worst cas-
es, dangerous state of affairs. When the entire 
system of law is demolished and needs to be re-
built, society suffers. Therefore, it is vital that 
all laws in a society are not only just and fair but 
fluid and forward looking. 

Opinion

The Significant and Noble 
Day of Abhidhamma (the 
Full Moon Day of Thad-

ingyut, Mahapavarana Day) falls 
on 28th October in the year 2015.

In the fourth week, after 
attaining the enlightenment, 
the Omniscient Buddha began 
to contemplate and review the 
Dhamma (the truth). He had real-
ized near the Bodhi tree. On His 
seventh Vassa (Seven Years) of 
enlightenment, the Omniscient 
Buddha, out of compassion for 
the Devas and Brahmas, went to 
the Tavatimsa Devaloka (Celes-
tial abode) where he preached 
the Abhidhamma Pitaka (Basket 
of Ultimate things) for a full 
three months to His deceased 
mother who was reborn as 
Santusita Deva, and also to the 
other Devas and Brahmas as-
sembled there, hoping to make 
them realize the four ultimate 
things for which a Knowledge 
of Abhidhamma is absolutely 
necessary because it deals with 
the highest and ultimate sense 
of things springing into being 
as facts as distinct from mere 
names.

After preaching Abhidham-
ma (Ultimate Truth) to His de-
ceased mother, Santusita Deva 
and other Devas and Brahmas 
for a full three months, the Om-
niscient Buddha returned to the 
human abode on the Full Moon 
Day of Thadingyut. According 
to the Pali Text, three decorated 
stairways of silver, goal and 
ruby beginning from the top 
of the great Mount Meru to the 
gate of Sankassa town on earth 
were created as a token of paying 
deep homage to the Omniscient 
Buddha who returned to the 
human abode. The Omniscient 
Buddha took the middle stair-
way accompanied by Devas and 

Brahmas who took right stairway 
and left stairway. All Devas and 
Brahmas from the Tavatimsa 
Devaloka (Celestial abode) paid 
deep homage to the Omniscient 
Buddha for a full three months 
from 1st Waning of Waso to Full 
Moon of Thadingyut. Accord-
ing to the Vinaya rules of the 
Omniscient Buddha, the period 
of a full three months from 1st 
Waning of Waso to Full Moon 
of Thadingyut (roundabout 
from mid-July to mid-October) 
is retreated-period of Buddists. 

During retreat-period, all Bud-
dhist monks must not have to 
go away from their residence 
(monasteries, temples) not more 
than seven days. Especially, they 
have to fulfill their religious du-
ties (Ganthadhura and Vipassan-
adhura) during the retreat-period 
more than before. All Buddhist 
monks have followed and prac-
tised the said Vinaya rules since 
over 2559 years ago.

When the Omniscient Bud-
dha descended from Tavatimsa 
(Celestial abode), the Devas and 
Brahmas accompanied Him put-

ting up while sacred umbrellas 
and fanning Him. At that time, 
because of unlimited miraculous 
powers, supernormal powers and 
glory of the Buddha, the whole 
earthings could see the magnif-
icent celestial abode, and also 
the Devas and Brahmas could 
see hundreds of thousands of 
millions of people greeting and 
paying deep homage to the Om-
niscient Buddha who descended 
at the gate of Sankassa Town 
of the human abode on the Full 
Moon Day of Thadingyut (Ma-

hapavarana Day).
The Full Moon Day of 

Thadingyut (Mahapavarana 
Day) has been marked by Bud-
dhists as the significant and 
noble day of Abhidhamma since 
then (over 2559 years ago). On 
the auspicious occasion of the 
Abhidhamma (Mahapavarana 
Day), in remembrance of the 
Omniscient Buddha, members of 
the Sangha recite Abhidhamma 
discourses, and multifarious 
Buddhist devotees offer lights, 
water, flowers, incense, fra-
grant scents, fruits and other 

offertories. And also, Dhamma 
talks about Abhidhamma (Ma-
hapavarana) Day are held. On 
this noble day, most Buddhists 
keep nine-precepts for their 
meritorious deeds dedicating to 
the attainment of noble stage of 
Nibbana (supreme bliss).

The Pali term Abhidhamma 
is composed of Abhi which 
means subtle or ultimate, and 
Dhamma which means truth 
or doctrine. The Abhidham-
ma, therefore, means subtle or 
ultimate truth or doctrine. The 
Abhidhamma Pitaka consists 
of the four ultimate things, 
Mind (Citta), Psychic factor 
(Cetasikas), Matter (Rupa) and 
Nibbana. It is the most important 
and most interesting to a deep 
thinker. It is subdivided into 
seven books.

When the Omniscient Bud-
dha has preached Abhidhamma 
for a full three months to His 
deceased mother who was re-
born as Santusita Deva and to 
other Devas and Brahmas at 
the celestial abode, He said to 
the king of the celestials that 
He would return to the Human 
abode. Therefore, the king of the 
celestials created and arranged 
three stairways of silver, gold 
and ruby beginning from the top 
of the great Mount Meru to the 
gate of Sankassa Town of the 
human abode.

Sending forth the six co-
loured rays emanated from His 
body, the Omniscient Bud-
dha descended by the middle 
stairway of ruby to the gate of 
Sankassa Town of the human 
abode (on earth). The Devas 
(Celestial beings) accompanied 
the Buddha from the right side 
stairway of gold playing musi-
cal instruments and fanning the 
Omniscient Buddha. The Brah-
mas (higher celestial beings) 
accompanied the Omniscient 
Buddha from the left side stair-

way of silver putting up white 
umbrellas.

At the time, when the 
Omniscient Buddha returned 
from the celestial abode to 
the human abode, the highest 
Brahma realm, Ekamanta, the 
lowest Avija (Apaya planes of 
miserable existences), the four 
cardinal points, the ten direc-
tions and thousands of worlds 
were clearly visible without any 
blockage and barrier because of 
unlimited miraculous power, 
supernormal powers and glory 
of the Omniscient Buddha.

People could see the whole 
celestial abode, Devas and 
Brahmas, and all celestial beings 
in turn viewed more than hun-
dreds of thousands of millions 
of people who were welcoming 
and paying deep homage to the 
Omniscient Buddha. There was 
no one that did not wish and pray 
to become a Buddha, the most 
noble wish after witnessing the 
most surpassing splendour.

Up to this day, we can 
visualise the most surpassing 
splendor and significant event 
of the Omniscient Buddha de-
scending to the earth from the 
great Mount Meru accompanied 
by Devas and Brahmas to the 
gate of Sankassa, Town of the 
human abode.

On the Full Moon Day of 
Thadingyut, we all Buddhists 
generously offer lights, water, 
flowers, scents, fruits, food and 
other various kinds of offerto-
ries to pagodas and monasteries 
and also pay respect to teach-
ers, parents and elders. These 
meritorious deeds dedicate to 
the attainment of the noble 
stage of Nibbana through the 
most surpassing splendour and 
significant event of the Omni-
scient Buddha descending to the 
human abode from the celestial 
abode on the Full Moon Day of 
Thadingyut.

The Significant and Noble Day of Abhidhamma
(The Full Moon Day of Thadingyut, Mahapavarana Day)

Ba Sein (Religious Affairs)

“When the Omniscient Buddha has 
preached Abhidhamma for a full three 
months to His deceased mother who was 
reborn as Santusita Deva and to other 
Devas and Brahmas at the celestial abode, 
He said to the king of the celestials that 
He would return to the Human abode. 
Therefore, the king of the celestials created 
and arranged three stairways of silver, gold 
and ruby beginning from the top of the great 
Mount Meru to the gate of Sankassa Town 
of the human abode.”
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MANDALAY City Development 
Committee members U Aung 
Htay, U Zaw Moe and U Ye 
Mon inspected the upgrading of 
32nd Street in the city township of 
Chanayethazan on Monday.

The 1,100-foot-long gravel 
road between 60th and 61st streets 
is being upgraded by engineers 
of Road and Bridge Department 
with an asphalt surface. 

The drains on the roadsides 
are also being cleared. —Thiha 
Ko Ko-Mandalay

Field Day of model 
Palethwe paddy plantation 
in Myawady Township
THE Harvesting and Field Day 
of model Palethwe hybrid Paddy 
Field 1288 in Ingyinmyaing, a 
village of Myawady Township, 
Kayin State, was completed on 
Monday. 

The paddy field, owned by 
farmer U Shan Mae was planted 
using GAP (Good Agricultural 
Practice) methods. This specific 
method of farming was devel-
oped to maximize growth and 
bolster harvest takings.

Local agriculture officials 
and farmers discussed and re-
viewed the paddy plantation 
and the GAP methods applied.  
The yield of the paddy field was 
225.27 baskets per acre. (1 bas-
ket=33.33 kg)

Myawady District’s Depu-
ty Commission U Lwin Ko Oo, 
local officials and 74 farmers 
from nearby villages attend-
ed the field day to observe the  
process. —Htein Lin Aung-IPRD

Chanayethazan’s 
32nd Street 
upgraded to 
asphalt

Traditional 
Elephant 
Dance Festival 
held in 
Kyaukse
KYAUKSE town’s famous  
Traditional Elephant Dance Fes-
tival was held on 27 October.

Many locals and foreign 
visitors attended the festival ac-
cording to a festival organisation 
committee member.

This year’s dance competi-
tion festival will include 25 ele-
phant dances. There will also be 
a mahout dance competition. A 
total of 60 elephant dancers will 
tour around Kyaukse three times, 
paying respects to the ancient 
Bagan King Anawrahta. “We 
have explained the disciplines to 
the participants in the lead up to 
the competition,” member of the 
panel of judges U Thein said.

The festival, held in Man-
dalay Region, attracts spectators 
from across the country.—Tun 
Tun Naing- Kyaukse

Doyens of traditional 
dramatic arts pay 
respects
THE 8th Respect Paying  
Ceremony to Doyens of tradi-
tional dramatic arts was held at 
Yangon’s University of Nation-
al Culture and Fine Arts yester-
day. The event was organised 
by the Myanmar Dramatic Arts 
Association, Myanmar Dra-
matic Arts Foundation and the 
Yangon Region Dramatic Arts 
Association.

Myanmar Dramatic Arts 
Association Chairman U Sein 
Kyi Moe thanked the Ministry 
of Culture, the Yangon Region 

Government, dramatic artists 
and donors in his speech. He 
vowed that the ceremony will 
be held annually. A total of 167 
doyen traditional dramatic art-
ists including U Sein Yoe, U 
Sein Shwe Kyaw, Dancer Daw 
Shwe Leikpya (Golden Butter-
fly) and Daw Mya Khyemon 
(Emerald Mirror) were paid 
traditional respects and each 
presented with K 50,000, gifts 
and medicines. The celebrat-
ed doyens are 75 years old or  
above.—Soe Win-MLA

Local people enjoy opening ceremony of traditional elephant dance festival in Kyaukse. Photo: Tun Tun Naing

Volunteers participate in measuring the plot before harvesting Palethwe paddy on model plot in Myawady 
Township. Photo: Htein Lin Aung-IPRD

Officials of MCDC inspect progress in construction of road in 
Chanayethazan Township. Photo: Thiha Ko Ko
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Wal-Mart seeks to test drones for home delivery, pickup
CHICAGO — Wal-Mart Stores 
Inc applied Monday to US regula-
tors for permission to test drones 
for home delivery, curbside pick-
up and checking warehouse in-
ventories, a sign it plans to go 
head-to-head with Amazon in us-
ing drones to fill and deliver on-
line orders. 

The world’s largest retailer 
by revenue has for several months 
been conducting indoor tests of 
small unmanned aircraft systems 
— the term regulators use for 
drones — and is now seeking for 
the first time to test the machines 
outdoors. It plans to use drones 
manufactured by China’s SZ DJI 
Technology Co Ltd. 

In addition to having drones 
take inventory of trailers outside 
its warehouses and perform other 
tasks aimed at making its distribu-
tion system more efficient, Wal-
Mart is asking the Federal Avia-
tion Administration for permission 
to research drone use in “deliver-
ies to customers at Walmart facili-
ties, as well as to consumer 
homes,” according to a copy of the 
application reviewed by Reuters. 

The move comes as Amazon.
com Inc, Google and other com-
panies test drones in the expecta-
tion that the FAA will soon estab-
lish rules for their widespread 
commercial use. FAA Deputy Ad-
ministrator Michael Whitaker said 
in June that the agency expected 
to finalize regulations within the 
next 12 months, faster than previ-
ously planned. Commercial drone 

use is currently illegal, though 
companies can apply for exemp-
tions.

The FAA will review Wal-
Mart’s petition to determine 
whether it is similar enough to 
earlier successful applications to 
be fast-tracked, or whether it 
would set a precedent for exemp-
tions, requiring regulators to con-
duct a detailed risk analysis and 
seek public comment, agency 
spokesman Les Dorr said. The 

FAA normally aims to respond to 
such petitions in 120 days. Ama-
zon has said it would be ready to 
begin delivering packages to cus-
tomers via drones as soon as fed-
eral rules allow. 

Wal-Mart spokesman Dan 
Toporek said the company would 
move quickly to deploy drones 
depending on its tests and regula-
tions. 

“Drones have a lot of poten-
tial to further connect our vast net-

work of stores, distribution 
centers, fulfillment centres and 
transportation fleet,” he said. 
“There is a Walmart within five 
miles of 70 percent of the US pop-
ulation, which creates some 
unique and interesting possibili-
ties for serving customers with 
drones.” 

Finding ways to more effi-
ciently warehouse, transport and 
deliver goods to customers has 
taken on new importance for Wal-

Mart, which this month projected 
a surprise decline in earnings next 
year as it copes with costs to in-
crease wages, beat back price 
competition and boost online 
sales. 

In the FAA application, Wal-
Mart said it wanted to test drones 
for taking stock of trailers and oth-
er items in the parking lot of a 
warehouse using electronic tag-
ging and other methods. A Wal-
Mart distribution centre could 
have hundreds of trailers waiting 
in its yard, and a drone could po-
tentially be used to quickly ac-
count for what each one is hold-
ing. 

The retailer also wants to test 
drones for its grocery pickup ser-
vice, which it has recently ex-
panded to 23 markets with plans 
to add another 20 markets next 
year. The test flights would con-
firm whether a drone could deliv-
er a package to a pick-up point in 
the parking lot of a store, the ap-
plication says. 

Wal-Mart also said it wants to 
test home delivery in small resi-
dential neighbourhoods after ob-
taining permission from those liv-
ing in the flight path. The test 
would see if a drone could be de-
ployed from a truck “to safely de-
liver a package at a home and then 
return safely to the same,” the ap-
plication says.

To date the FAA has ap-
proved more than 2,100 exemp-
tions allowing for commercial 
drone testing and use.—Reuters

A ‘Phantom 2’ drone by DJI company flies during the 4th Intergalactic Meeting of Phantom’s Pilots (MIPP) in 
an open secure area in the Bois de Boulogne, Paris on 16 March 2014. Photo: Reuters

LAS VEGAS — Apple Inc’s  
mobile wallet Apple Pay is win-
ning over more US households a 
year after its launch, but growth 
has slowed, research released on 
Monday showed.

Fourteen percent of US house-
holds with credit cards had signed 
up for the payment option by the 
end of September, up from 11 per-
cent in February, Phoenix Market-
ing International said at a payments 
conference in Las Vegas.

“A very rapid initial thresh-
old was achieved by Apple Pay 

and it is still growing but the 
growth rate has slowed down,” 
said Greg Weed, director of card 
performance research at Phoenix.

An Apple spokeswoman de-
clined to comment, but noted that 
a company statement in early Oc-
tober cited “double digit monthly 
growth in Apple Pay transac-
tions” since its launch.

About 48 percent of  
Gen Xers, in their mid-30s to mid-
50s, use Apple Pay, compared with 
42 percent of millennials, aged 21 
to 34, Phoenix said.

Among Apple Pay users, 86 
percent have linked their credit 
cards to make a purchase, 49 per-
cent consumers use their debit 
cards and 22 percent use different 
types of prepaid cards, the report 
showed.

Phoenix said it has been re-
searching Apple Pay since its 
launch in October 2014, with a 
group of 15,000 consumers.

In June, two-thirds of the top 
100 US retailers told Reuters they 
did not plan to accept Apple Pay 
this year.—Reuters

Apple Pay growth slows a year after launch

SINGAPORE — Gold steadied 
just above $1,160 an ounce on 
Tuesday as investors kept to the 
sidelines ahead of a Federal Re-
serve policy meeting that kicks 
off later in the session, waiting 
for clues on the timing of a US 
rate hike. 

Spot gold was steady at 
$1,163.71 an ounce by 0326 
GMT. The metal had fallen to its 
lowest in nearly two weeks at 
$1,158.77 on Friday, but has 
since firmed as the dollar gave up 
some recent gains. The dollar 
was lower on Tuesday, after data 
showed new home sales dropped 
steeply in September and on cau-
tion ahead of the Fed’s two-day 
policy meeting.

The US central bank is wide-
ly expected to leave rates un-
changed but investors are in-
creasingly sceptical that it will 
raise rates before the end of the 
year. The Fed holds one more 
policy meet this year in Decem-
ber. Gold prices stabilised after 
last week’s losses from weak 
housing data and a softer dollar, 
said HSBC analyst James Steel.

“Gold is receiving some ox-
ygen from the investor uncertain-
ty generated by the perceived di-

visions at the Fed,” said Steel.
Fed policymakers have been 

worried about weakening global 
growth and a relatively strong 
dollar disrupting US economic 
growth, but they have been send-
ing out mixed messages regard-
ing the timing of a rate hike, the 
first in nearly a decade. Fed Chair 
Janet Yellen may need to adopt a 
stronger tone at this week’s poli-
cy meeting if she expects to keep 
a December interest rate rise in 
play. Yellen’s inclusive style has 
been tested recently by two fel-
low governors who publicly ap-
peared to disagree with her view.

Global growth worries have 
prompted the market to push ex-
pectations for a rate hike to next 
year, though a few haven’t com-
pletely ruled out a December rate 
hike.  Ultra-low rates boost the 
appeal of bullion, a non-inter-
est-paying asset.

Technically, gold still ap-
pears to be testing correction lev-
els with a key pivot seen at 
$1,156, ScotiaMocatta analysts 
said in a note.  “While that level 
holds we expect the bull trend to 
renew to the topside with $1,192 
and $1,209 key target levels,” 
they said.—Reuters

Gold treads water near 
$1,160, Fed meeting in focus

Honda to commercialize automated 
driving vehicles by 2020
TOKYO — Honda Motor Co. 
said Tuesday it will launch 
self-driving vehicles by 2020, 
commercializing autonomous 
functions such as entering and 
exiting an expressway.

Toyota Motor Corp. and 
Nissan Motor Co. have already 
announced their plans to com-
mercialize automated driving 
vehicles by around 2020.

Honda said it will first sell 
vehicles capable of autono-

mously keeping a lane and 
maintaining an appropriate dis-
tance with a preceding vehicle 
on local roads.

The autonomous vehicles 
to be launched by 2020 will of-
fer an automated expressway 
trip, automatically operating 
steering wheels, accelerator and 
breaks. The vehicles will 
change lanes as needed.

Honda plans to demonstrate 
automated driving on an ex-

pressway in central Tokyo in 
the near future.

Toyota said earlier in the 
month it will commercialize ve-
hicles capable of an autonomous 
expressway trip around 2020. 
Nissan said earlier in the year it 
will provide self-driving on con-
gested expressways and fully au-
tomated parking by the end of 
2016 and introduce autonomous 
traveling through intersections by 
2020.—Kyodo News
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SAN FRANCISCO — Nearly 
200 people in the San Francisco 
area have been sickened by an 
intestinal disease caused by the 
highly contagious Shigella bac-
teria since an outbreak began at 
a Mexican seafood restaurant 
10 days ago, health officials 
said on Monday.

The outbreak, which began 
on 16 October at the Mariscos 
San Juan No. 3 restaurant in San 
Jose, had spread across six 
counties and infected 182 peo-
ple as of last Friday, the Santa 
Clara County Public Health De-
partment said in a statement.

Many of those sickened 
have required hospitalization 
and at least a dozen were admit-
ted to intensive care units, 
health officials said.

Health officials say trans-
mission typically occurs when 
fecal matter enters the mouth, 
possibly when an infected food 
handler prepares meals con-
sumed by unwitting diners. The 
department said it is investigat-
ing all possible sources of the 
contamination.

Shigella infections can 
trigger watery or bloody diar-
rhea, abdominal pain, fever and 
other symptoms, the department 
said. The bacteria is “extremely 
contagious,” it added, urging 
sickened individuals to avoid 
going to work.—Reuters 

WASHINGTON — You can call 
it the fertilisation cessation, and 
scientists say it has had a disrup-
tive effect on ecosystems around 
the world.

A study unveiled on Monday 
showed that the extinction or pre-
cipitous population declines of 
large land and sea mammals 
starting at the end of the last Ice 
Age and continuing through to-
day has deprived ecosystems of a 
vital source of fertilisation in 
their dung, urine and, after death, 
decomposing bodies.

The scientists said these 
large mammals including whales, 
mammoths, mastodons, ground 
sloths, rhinos, huge armadillos as 
well as seabirds and migrating 
fish like salmon played a key role 
in making Earth fertile by spread-
ing nutrients across oceans, up 
rivers and deep inland.

“In the past, abundant large 
free-ranging animals made nutri-
ents more evenly distributed, thus 
increasing global fertility,” Uni-
versity of Oxford ecologist Chris-
topher Doughty said.

By traveling long distances, 
these large mammals transported 
and recycled nutrients like phos-
phorous and nitrogen to far-flung 

Pooped out: absence of big mammals foils ecosystem fertilisation

ecosystems, boosting their pro-
ductivity. This capacity to spread 
nutrients away from concentrated 
sources on both land and sea to 
other ecosystems has plummeted 
to 6 percent of its former level, 

the study found.
“In a sense, Earth was a land 

of giants before humans colo-
nized the planet,” University of 
Vermont conservation biologist 
Joe Roman said.

About 150 species of large 
mammals went extinct around 
10,000 years ago, many due to a 
combination of human hunting 
and climate change, Roman said.

Of 48 species of the very 

A humpback whale breaches off South Africa’s Kwa-Zulu Natal South Coast. Photo: Reuters

PARIS  — Eating processed meats 
like hot dogs, sausages and bacon 
can cause colorectal cancer in hu-
mans, and red meat is also a likely 
cause of the disease, World Health 
Organisation (WHO) experts said.

The review by WHO’s Inter-
national Agency for Research on 
Cancer (IARC), released on Mon-
day, said additionally that there 
was some link between the con-
sumption of red meat and pancre-
atic cancer and prostate cancer.

IARC classified processed 
meat as “carcinogenic to humans” 
on its group one list along with to-
bacco and asbestos, for which 
there is “sufficient evidence” of 
cancer links. 

Each 50-gram (1.8-ounce) 
portion of processed meat eaten 
daily increases the risk of colorec-
tal cancer by 18 percent, the agen-
cy estimated.

A 50-gram portion would be 
the equivalent of eating one hot 
dog or two slices of bacon. Amer-
icans eat about 21.7 grams of pro-
cessed pork per day, according to 
a 2011 National Health and Nutri-
tion Examination Survey.

Red meat was classified as 
probably carcinogenic in IARC’s 
group 2A list, joining glyphosate, 
the active ingredient in many 
weedkillers.

The IARC examined some 
800 studies during a meeting of 22 
health experts earlier this month.

“For an individual, the risk of 
developing colorectal (bowel) 
cancer because of their consump-
tion of processed meat remains 
small, but this risk increases with 
the amount of meat consumed,” 
Dr Kurt Straif of the IARC said in 
a statement.

The classification for red 
meat, defined as all types of mam-
malian meat including beef, lamb 
and pork, reflected “limited evi-
dence” that it causes cancer. The 
IARC found links mainly with 
colorectal cancer — which is a 
cancer that starts either in the co-
lon or rectum — but also observed 
associations with pancreatic and 
prostate cancer.

Inconclusive evidence of a 
link between processed meat and 
stomach cancer was also observed, 
it said.

The news prompted animal 
rights activists People for the Eth-
ical Treatment of Animals to offer 
free vegan diet starter kits and out-
raged agriculture groups.

The Canadian Meat Council, 
which represents meat packers 
such as Maple Leaf Foods (MFI.
TO) and the Candian-based units 
of Cargill Ltd. [CARGIL.UL] and 
JBS SA (JBSS3.SA), rejected the 
findings as simplistic, while trade 
group North American Meat Insti-
tute said the IARC report “defies 
common sense.”

Some scientists and research-

Bacon and other 
processed meats can 
cause cancer, experts say

ers said the news may not add 
much to long-standing health rec-
ommendations to limit consump-
tion of such meat.

The IARC does not compare 
the level of risk associated with 
different substances in a given cat-
egory, so does not suggest eating 
meat is as dangerous as smoking.

“Nobody is telling people not 
to eat meat,” said David Wallinga, 
senior health officer for health and 
environmental advocacy group 
Natural Resources Defence Coun-
cil. “What they’re saying is if you 
eat it, eat less of it and buy it from 
sources that have produced it bet-
ter.”

Meat suppliers and proces-
sors argue that meat provides es-
sential protein, vitamins and min-
erals.

Shares of most meat compa-
nies were little changed on Mon-
day. Tyson Foods Inc (TSN.N) 
fell after a rating cut by JP Morgan 
to “neutral,” which focused on the 
company’s shrinking market share 

in packaged meat.
“I’m not expecting that 

[IARC] report to be a big issue go-
ing forward,” said Brian Wed-
dington, a vice president of 
Moody’s Investors Service’s cor-
porate finance group. “I think 
there’s still going to be a lot of hot 
dogs sold tomorrow.”

The medical community has 
long thought there could be a link 
between red or processed meat 
and colorectal cancer, said Tim 
Key, a professor at Oxford Uni-
versity.

“Eating a bacon bap [sand-
wich] every once in a while isn’t 
going to do much harm; having a 
healthy diet is all about modera-
tion,” Key said in a statement from 
charity Cancer Research UK.

According to estimates cited 
by the IARC, 34,000 cancer deaths 
per year worldwide are attributa-
ble to diets high in processed meat. 
About 1 million cancer deaths per 
year are due to tobacco smoking, it 
said.—Reuters

Bacon is fried up in a pan in a kitchen in this photo illustration in Gold-
en, Colorado on 26 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

Nearly 200 sickened 
by Shigella 
outbreak in San 
Francisco area

largest plant-eating land mam-
mals alive during the Ice Age, 
including 16 species of elephants 
and their relatives, nine rhinocer-
os species and eight giant sloth 
species, only nine remain, none 
in the Americas, Doughty said.

Before commercial whaling 
cut global whale populations by 
up to 90 percent in recent centu-
ries, whales and other marine 
mammals transported around 750 
million pounds (340,000 tonnes) 
of phosphorus from depths of 
around 100 yards (metres) where 
they feed to the sun-lit ocean sur-
face annually, the researchers es-
timated. This has declined to 23 
percent of its former level.

“Great whales such as hump-
backs, blue whales and sperm 
whales often dive deep to feed, 
coming to the surface to breathe 
and digest. They also defecate, or 
poop, at this time, releasing im-
portant nutrients such as nitrogen 
and phosphorous. These nutrients 
can enhance the growth of algae, 
invertebrates even fish,” Roman 
said.

The research was published 
in the Proceedings of the Na-
tional Academy of Sciences. 
—Reuters
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV SINGAPORE BRIDGE 

VOY NO (119N)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV SINGAPORE 

BRIDGE VOY NO (119N) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 28.10.2015 and cargo will 
be discharged into the premises of M.I.P/A.W.P.T 
where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses 
and subject to the byelaws and conditions of the Port 
of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV MERATUS GORONTALO 

VOY NO (117N)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV MERATUS 

GORONTALO VOY NO (117N) are hereby notified 
that the vessel will be arriving on 28.10.2015 and car-
go will be discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T 
where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses 
and subject to the byelaws and conditions of the Port 
of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S YANG MING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

A piece of diamond-bearing kimberlite on display in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories in Canada on 26 September 
2015. A decline in diamond prices because of lower growth in Chinese jewelry demand is dulling the appeal of Cana-
da’s Arctic diamond industry, with the resulting drop in exploration hurting the region’s long-term prospects. Explo-
ration spending in Canada’s diamond-rich Northwest Territories (NWT), the world’s third-biggest producer, is forecast 
to drop 54 percent this year, according to a Canadian government estimate earlier this year. Photo: Reuters

JOHANNESBURG — 
South Africa’s left-wing 
Economic Freedom Fight-
ers (EFF) led a march on 
Tuesday calling for a fairer 
distribution of the coun-
try’s wealth, the latest sign 
of anti-government dissent 
following a wave of student 
protests last week.

Protests by students 
across South Africa pres-
sured President Jacob Zuma 
into scrapping plans to in-
crease university fees next 
year, in what was seen as 
a symbolic victory for the 
post-apartheid “Born Free” 
generation. The political 
party, led by Julius Male-
ma, is looking to use the 
momentum built from the 
student demonstration to 
increase the pressure on 
Zuma’s African National 
Congress (ANC) ahead of 
local elections next year. 
“Black people remain a 
conquered nation 20 years 
into democracy,” Malema 
told 702 Talk Radio. “We 
want to bring the best of 
the best policies which will 
grow this economy and 
create jobs for everybody 
and distribute the wealth of 

South Africa to all South 
Africans,” he added.

The EFF march, which 
attracted hundreds of peo-
ple, will stop at the Cham-
ber of Mines, South African 
Reserve Bank, the Johan-
nesburg Stock Exchange, as 
it calls for the country’s in-
stitutions to ensure the white 
minority release wealth into 
the hands of the black ma-
jority. Zuma is often quoted 
saying only around 10 per-
cent of the JSE is owned by 
black South Africans, while 
the exchange says blacks 
own at least 23 percent of 
the top 100 companies.

Malema, a former 
ANC youth leader, has 
stamped his mark on 
South African politics with 
mocking criticism of Zuma 
and regular reminders that 
the masses have yet to feel 
the economic benefits since 
the end of white minority 
rule in 1994.

The EFF has pledged 
to nationalise South Afri-
ca’s mines and land, raising 
fears of the kind of seizures 
of white owned farm under-
taken by Robert Mugabe in 
Zimbabwe.—Reuters

South Africa’s left-wing EFF leads 
latest anti-government protest

picture of  the day

WASHINGTON — US 
Navy destroyer Lassen 
sailed within 12 nautical 
miles (about 22 kilometres) 
of islands artificially created 
by China in the South Chi-
na Sea, a US defence offi-
cial said Monday, drawing 
protests from China, which 
calls the area its “territorial” 
waters.

The official said the 
US ship sailed in the area 
Tuesday morning local 
time. While the 12-nau-
tical-mile zone delimits 
territorial seas under a UN 
convention, Washington 
argues that Beijing can-
not claim territorial waters 
around artificial islands 
and international law al-
lows the US military to 
send ships within the zone.

Quoting an unnamed 
US defense official, Reuters 
news service reported Mon-
day afternoon that this is the 
first of a series of challenges 
to China’s territorial claims.

The guided-missile 
destroyer would likely be 
accompanied by a P-8A sur-
veillance plane, according 
to the report. The Lassen is 
deployed at the US Navy’s 
base in Yokosuka, Japan.

The US government 
criticized China for pushing 
massive reclamation pro-
jects in the disputed Spratly 
Islands while turning a deaf 
ear to objections by other 
claimants, such as the Phil-
ippines and Vietnam.

Diplomatic sources 
also said earlier the month 
that Washington has in-

formed nations in Southeast 
Asia it will soon send na-
val vessels into what China 
claims as its territory in the 
South China Sea. The Unit-
ed States has also mentioned 
the plan to the Japanese gov-
ernment, according to a US 
government official. In To-
kyo on Tuesday, Japanese 
Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga told a press 
conference that the Japanese 
government will not com-
ment on “each operation” of 
the US forces, while adding, 
“We are closely exchanging 
information.” The Pentagon 
flew patrol aircraft in areas 
close to the 12-nautical-mile 
zone earlier this year but the 
US military refrained from 
entering it. The Chinese 
Foreign Ministry said earlier 

this month that it firmly op-
poses “any country using the 
freedom of navigation and 
overflight as an excuse to 
undermine other countries’ 
sovereignty and security.”

During their summit in 
Washington in September, 
US President Barack Obama 
and Chinese President Xi 
Jinping failed to bridge the 
gap over the issue of Chi-
na’s unilateral reclamation 
and construction of various 
facilities, including airstrips, 
on the artificial land.

Adm. Harry Harris, 
commander of the US Pa-
cific Command, expressed 
concern last month that Chi-
na is building runways of 
some 3,000 metres in length 
in at least three areas in the 
Spratlys.—Kyodo News

US Navy destroyer sails into Chinese ‘territorial’ waters

DENVER — A Navy  
veteran from Colorado 
who identifies as neither 
male nor female has sued 
the US Department of State 
after being denied a pass-
port for refusing to select a 
gender on the application, 
court documents showed 
on Monday.

Dana Zzyym claimed 
in a federal discrimination 
lawsuit filed in the US Dis-
trict Court in Denver that it 
was a constitutional viola-
tion to force an “intersex” 
person to pick either a male 
or female when seeking to 
travel abroad.

“I am not male, I am 

not female, I am intersex, 
and I shouldn’t have to 
choose a gender marker 
for my official US identity 
document that isn’t me,” 
Zzyym said in a statement.

The lawsuit names 
US Secretary of State John 
Kerry and the director 
of the Colorado passport 
agency as defendants.

The State Department 
did not respond immedi-
ately to a request for com-
ment.

Zzyym was born in 
1958 with “ambiguous ex-
ternal sex characteristics,” 
and the gender box on the 
birth certificate was initial-

ly left blank, the lawsuit 
said.

Zzyym’s parents and 
doctor decided “Dana 
would be raised as a boy” 
with the name Brian Orin 
Whitney and “male” was 
later added to the birth cer-
tificate, it said.

“Similar to many oth-
er intersex children, by 
age five, Dana had been 
subjected to several irre-
versible, invasive, painful, 
and medically unnecessary 
surgeries designed to make 
Dana’s body conform to 
binary sex stereotypes,” 
the complaint said.

Whitney enlisted in 

the US Navy in 1978 and 
served as a machinist mate 
during three tours of duty 
in Beirut and one through-
out the Gulf, it said.

Leaving the Navy in 
1984, Whitney later real-
ized that the male gender 
identification was “arbi-
trary” and explored living 
as a woman, which did not 
feel right either, according 
to the lawsuit. Whitney ul-
timately adopted the name 
Dana Zzyym and was de-
nied a passport last year 
when attempting to travel 
to Mexico City for the In-
ternational Intersex Fo-
rum.—Reuters

Navy veteran sues US State Department for denying ‘intersex’ passport
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TRADEMARK CAUTION
Ajinomoto Co., Inc., a company registered under the laws of 
Japan, which is located at 15-1, Kyobashi 1-chome, Chuo-ku, 
Tokyo, Japan, is the sole owner of the following trademark:

Reg. No. 5883/2008

In respect of Class 30:  Coffee, tea, cocoa, sugar, rice, tapioca, 
sago, coffee substitutes, salt, mustard, pepper, vinegars 
sauces, spices, flavorings, seasonings containing monosodium 
glutamate or hydrolyzed protein extracts derived from fish, 
meat or vegetables, coffee beverages with or without milk, 
coffee-based beverages, cocoa beverages with or without milk, 
cocoa-based beverages, chocolate beverages with or without 
milk, chocolate-based beverages, tea, tea beverages with or 
without milk, tea-based beverages including black tea-, green 
tea- and oolong tea-based beverages, artificial coffee, candies, 
caramels, cereal preparations, chewing gum, chicory, cereal 
chips, chocolate, cocoa products, unroasted coffee, coffee 
flavorings, confectionery, edible ices, cereal flakes, jellies, 
ice cream, oatmeal, puddings, sherbets, sugar confectionery, 
sweetmeats, tapioca flour for food, vegetable preparations for 
use as coffee substitutes. 
Ajinomoto Co., Inc. claims the trademark right  and other 
relevant Intellectual Property right for the mark as mentioned 
above. Ajinomoto Co., Inc. reserves the rights to take legal 
measures against any infringer who violates its Intellectual 
Property or other legal rights in accordance with the concerned 
laws of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.
U Kyi Naing, LL.B., LL.M., (H.G.P.)
For Ajinomoto Co., Inc.  
Tilleke & Gibbins Myanmar Ltd. No. 1608, 16th Floor, 
Sakura Tower, 339 Bogyoke Aung San Road, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon, Myanmar
Email address: myanmar@tilleke.com 
Dated: October 28, 2015

TOFINO — Five Britons 
were killed when a Cana-
dian whale-watching boat 
sank on Sunday, and author-
ities were still searching on 
Monday for a sixth person 
feared drowned in the frigid 
waters of the Pacific Ocean 

off the coast of British Co-
lumbia.

The boat, carrying 24 
passengers and three crew, 
sank on Sunday afternoon, 
sparking a rescue effort by 
the Canadian military, Coast 
Guard, fishermen and mari-

ners from a nearby Aborigi-
nal community. Five people 
were confirmed dead and 
one was missing, while 21 
were rescued.

The casualties included 
four men and a woman, and 
ranged in age from 18 to 76, 

the provincial coroner said. 
All five were passengers 
on the boat, not crew. The 
coroner did not release any 
information on the missing 
person.

“My thoughts are with 
the family and friends of all 
those affected by this terri-
ble accident,” UK Foreign 
Secretary Philip Hammond 
said in a statement.

The Leviathan II, a 
three-deck cruiser that can 
carry up to 46 people, was 
operated by Jamie’s Whal-
ing Station and Adventure 
Centres. Whale watching 
trips usually last two to three 
hours.

The boat had lifejackets 
for 50 adults and 20 chil-
dren, although passengers 
and crew were not wearing 

them, said Jamie Bray, own-
er of the tour operator.

That was in line with 
guidelines from Transport 
Canada, he said, which 
advises passengers risked 
becoming trapped inside a 
closed vessel if they wore 
lifejackets.

The Leviathan “did this 
exact same trip for 20 years, 
twice a day,” he said, adding 
its skipper had 20 years of 
experience.

In 1998, a boat oper-
ated by the same company 
sank near Tofino, killing the 
ship’s captain and a German 
tourist. Bray said a rogue 
wave hit that vessel, a small-
er, open Zodiac.

Survivors and bodies 
were brought ashore in Tof-
ino, a remote town of about 

2,000 people on the west 
coast of Vancouver Island 
popular with surfers, hikers 
and tourists from around 
the world looking to catch 
a glimpse of humpback and 
Pacific gray whales.

“There was absolute 
pandemonium,” said wit-
ness Sheila Simpson, who 
watched paramedics work 
to save injured victims and 
later comforted survivors: 
“They were in absolute 
shock.”

Most of those rescued 
were taken to a hospital. 
Several have since been re-
leased.

Canada’s Transporta-
tion Safety Board said its 
investigation into the in-
cident could take several 
months.—-Reuters

Five Britons killed when Canadian whale-watching boat sinks

An RCMP boat carrying divers sits beside a capsized whale watching boat in Tofino, British 
Columbia on 26 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

PARIS — Two French 
pilots who had been in 
the Dominican Republic 
awaiting a court appeal of 
their conviction for drug 
trafficking are now back in 
France, their lawyer said 
on Tuesday, after what ap-
peared to be a well-planned 
escape.

A report on BFMTV 
carried photos of the two 
men in a speedboat, and 
said they went from the 
boat to a larger vessel, 

which then sailed to the 
nearby French-governed 
part of the Carribbean is-
land of Saint Martin. The 
report said the two men 
arrived back in France on 
Saturday.

Saint Martin is about 
730 km (450 miles) from 
Santo Domingo, the capital 
of Dominican Republic.

The two men had been 
sentenced to 20 years in 
prison for bringing drugs 
into the country by private 

plane but deny the charg-
es. They had been free to 
move around under judicial 
supervision while awaiting 
their appeal.

The lawyer, Jean Re-
inhart, said the pair were 
not fleeing Dominican jus-
tice, but seeking French 
justice. He said a Marseille 
judge was leading an in-
quiry into the affair.

A statement from the 
Foreign Ministry said the 
French government was 

not involved in helping the 
men flee.

According to Le Figa-
ro newspaper the two men, 
Bruno Odos and Pascal 
Fauret, were “extracted” 
from the country by a team 
of people. Fauret was due 
to give a news conference 
later on Tuesday.

Two other Frenchmen 
who were also convicted in 
connection with the same 
case are still in the Domin-
ican Republic.—Reuters

Two French pilots convicted of drug trafficking flee Dominican Republic
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Melco opens $3.2 billion casino with bet 
on Batman to revive fortunes

MACAU — Batman and Wonder  
Woman are just some of the superheroes ca-
sino operator Melco Crown Entertainment 
Ltd is deploying at its new $3.2 billion ca-
sino in Macau, which opens on Tuesday in 
the midst of a sharp downturn for the Asian 
gambling playground.

Mariah Carey will headline a star-stud-
ded opening ceremony for the Holly-
wood-themed Studio City resort, Melco 
Crown’s third in the southern Chinese ter-
ritory, the only place in the country where 
casino gambling is legal.

Studio City represents a break from the 
other 37 casinos operating in Macau. It has 
no VIP baccarat lounges and will focus in-
stead on mass-market casual gamblers, in a 
sign of the times for the world’s largest gam-

bling hub. Macau’s gaming revenues have 
slumped to around 4-year lows as China’s 
economic growth slows and a corruption 
crackdown deters high-rollers. Studio City 
brings a new element to the city in terms 
of non-gaming amenities, but analysts say 
its opening will not change the industry’s 
gloomy outlook.

“Until the macro situation is resolved, 
it is unlikely that new property openings no 
matter from which operator will add signif-
icantly to industry revenues,” said Michael 
Ting, analyst at CIMB Securities in Hong 
Kong. Studio City is the second resort to 
open in Macau this year after Galaxy Enter-
tainment Group Ltd opened its Broadway 
casino and resort extension in May. Melco 
received permission to operate 250 gaming 

tables, more than the 150 tables predicted by 
analysts but less than the 400 tables Melco 
had requested from the government.

Studio City’s non-gaming elements 
were the main reason for the allocation, said 
Lionel Leong, Macau’s secretary for econ-
omy and finance. The government granted 
Galaxy 150 tables earlier this year and an 
additional 100 last week. 

Since opening in May, Galaxy has 
grown its market share among the six Macau 
operators, even though it posted a 29 percent 
revenue drop for the third quarter.  Union 
Gaming analyst Grant Govertsen said Gal-
axy was benefiting from strong growth in its 
mass segment, even though it remained vul-
nerable to another slump in VIP revenue due 
to its reliance on big-spenders.—Reuters

Comedian Ricky 
Gervais to host 
Golden Globes 
for fourth time Ph

ot
o:

 R
eu
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rs

Los Angeles — Irreverent British 
comedian Rick Gervais will host the 
Golden Globes ceremony in 2016 for a 
fourth time, organisers said on Monday, 
bringing his biting humor to the glitzy 
annual movie and television awards 
ceremony in Los Angeles.

Gervais, the creator of mockumen-
tary “The Office,” hosted the dinner 
for three consecutive years from 2010-
2012, keeping his celebrity targets on 
edge with a stream of barbed comments.

Organisers the Hollywood For-
eign Press Association said they were 
thrilled to have him back for the 10 Jan-
uary ceremony. “His off-the-cuff wit 
and quirky charm will surely have the 
room and audiences around the world 
at the edge of their seats,” Lorenzo So-
ria, president of the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association, said in a statement.

Gervais, 54, sent a cryptic Twit-
ter message saying only “Pssst!” and 
launched the hashtag #Hesback.

The Golden Globes is one of Hol-

lywood’s biggest and rowdiest awards 
ceremonies, and is broadcast live on 
NBC around the world.

“Disarming and surprising, Ricky 
is ready to honor — and send up — the 
best work of the year in film and tel-
evision. Fasten your seats belts,” NBC 
Entertainment Chairman Robert Green-
blatt said in a statement. 

Last year’s Golden Globes hosts 
were American comedians Tina Fey 
and Amy Poehler, who were at the helm 
for a third time. Gervais starred in and 
created the British version of “The Of-
fice” in 2001 before selling the format 
to US television. He also created the 
comedy series “Extras” and “Life’s Too 
Short” as well as appearing in movies 
including “Night at the Museum,” “The 
Invention of Lying” and “Muppets 
Most Wanted.” Last week the organis-
ers of the Oscars announced that edgy 
comedian Chris Rock would host its 
2016 ceremony in Hollywood in Febru-
ary.—Reuters

LONDON — Film stars mingled with 
royals at the world premiere of “Spectre” 
on Monday, marking British secret agent 
James Bond’s glitzy return to the silver 
screen. 

Hundreds of cheering fans greeted 
Bond actor Daniel Craig upon arrival at 
London’s Royal Albert Hall, where resi-
dents from nearby buildings watched the 
premiere from their windows. Returning 
for the fourth time as 007, Craig said his 
own excitement at being allowed to con-
tinue in the series stemmed from his in-
volvement beyond acting.

“I’ve just been allowed to be crea-
tively involved with these films from the 
very beginning and I’ve continued to do 
it with this,” he said. “Thankfully we’ve 
just got the most amazing team around 
us and we figure it out.” Craig has been 
quoted as saying he wanted out of the 
franchise and told an interviewer in July 
he would rather slit his wrists than play 
007 again. Asked how much he knew of 
his future as Bond, Craig told Reuters: 
“I know enough”. He was joined on the 
red carpet by co-stars Lea Seydoux and 
Monica Bellucci, Ralph Fiennes, director 
Sam Mendes and movie producer Bar-
bara Broccoli who later welcomed Brit-
ain’s Prince William and his wife Kate 
and Prince Harry to the premiere. “It’s 
incredible how James Bond represents 
so much, not just in England but all over 
the world,” Bellucci said. Trailers have 
shown action-packed scenes typical of 
Bond movies as 007 uncovers the shady 
Spectre organisation, and its dark link to 
villain Franz Oberhauser, played by Os-
car winner Christoph Waltz. —Reuters

Bond is back. Film 
stars mingle with 
royals at ‘Spectre’ 
premiere

Pentatonix edges Demi Lovato for 
Billboard 200 chart top spot
NEW YORK — Texas a cappella group 
Pentatonix beat former Disney Channel 
star Demi Lovato to the top spot on the 
weekly US Billboard 200 album chart 
on Monday with its self-titled album.

It was the first No. 1 album for the 
five-person group, who won the NBC 
television show, “The Sing-Off,” in 
2011. “Pentatonix” sold 98,447 units, 
compared with 98,176 for Lovato’s new 
release “Confident.”

The Billboard 200 chart tallies units 
from album sales, song sales (10 songs 

equal one album) and streaming activity 
(1,500 streams equal one album).

Last week’s chart-topper, Selena 
Gomez, slipped to the 7th position with 
“Unbreakable,” while Canadian rapper 
The Weeknd held on to the No. 3 po-
sition with “Beauty Behind the Mad-
ness.” Other new entries in the Top 10 
included rapper Machine Gun Kelly 
with “General Admission,” which made 
its debut at No. 4, and rock act Cooheed 
and Cambria with “Colour Before the 
Sun” in 10th place.—Reuters

Pop group Pentatonix 
Photo: Reuters

A man walks past a poster featuring Hollywood director Martin Scorsese (L) and stars Leonardo DiCaprio (2nd L), Robert De Niro 
and Brad Pitt (R), outside Melco Crown’s Studio City in Macau, China on 26 October 2015. Photo: Reuters
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BUDAPEST — Hungary 
has finalised plans to cre-
ate a new museum quarter 
at Budapest’s City Park by 
2019 that should boost the 
capital’s appeal to interna-
tional tourists, the project’s 
commissioner said on Mon-
day.

Laszlo Baan told a par-
liamentary hearing the 200 
billion forints ($710.28 mil-
lion) project would draw an 
extra 300,000 tourists to Bu-
dapest annually, helping it 

compete with other popular 
European destinations such 
as Prague and Barcelona.

The entire City Park 
area, which already includes 
the Budapest Zoo, Szeche-
nyi thermal baths, extensive 
green spaces and four mu-
seums around its Heroes’ 
Square entrance, will be ren-
ovated, the MTI news agen-
cy quoted him as saying. 

The project will include 
a new National Gallery, a 
House of Hungarian Music 

and a state-of-the art resto-
ration and storage building. 
A museum of photography 
and another dedicated to ar-
chitecture will be built else-
where in Budapest, Baan 
said.

International architec-
tural firms involved in the 
project include Norway’s 
Snohetta, which designed 
part of the 11 September 
Memorial Museum in New 
York, and SANAA, the Jap-
anese architects of the Lou-

vre-Lens Museum, accord-
ing to the project’s web site.

The new develop-
ment will partly replace a 
wide concrete promenade 
that was used during the 
Communist era as a parade 
ground and has mostly lan-
guished as a car park since 
then.

Critics — political 
opponents, architects, en-
vironmental lobbyists and 
local citizen groups — have 
called the project politically 

motivated, unnecessary and 
expensive, and said it would 
eat into green areas in the 
capital. 

Baan dismissed those 
claims, saying the museums 
will only use areas already 
covered by concrete. The 
City Park might also be 
linked to the city center by a 
green corridor, he said.

With 2 million resi-
dents in its center and sub-
urbs, Budapest is one of the 
largest cities in central and 

Eastern Europe. Two other 
large cities in the region, Vi-
enna and Berlin, have also 
consolidated and expanded 
their art offerings in dedicat-
ed museum quarters. 

Budapest, which also 
stages an annual Formula 1 
Grand Prix race and one of 
Europe’s leading pop music 
festivals, Sziget, has an am-
bitious development out-
look including its candida-
cy to host the 2024 Summer 
Olympics.—Reuters

Hungary approves new Budapest museum quarter

Tourists cool off in water vapor in front of the Hungarian Parliament during a hot summer day in Budapest, Hungary on 22 July 2015. Photo: Reuters

ATHENS — Archaeolo-
gists in southern Greece 
have discovered gold 
signet rings and a chain, 
gold and silver goblets, 

a sword and over 1,000 
fragments of semi-pre-
cious stones in a tomb 
believed to date back to 
1,500 BC, the Greek Cul-

ture Ministry said.
“It is the most impres-

sive display of prehistoric 
funerary wealth in main-
land Greece which has 

3,500 year-old jewelry haul shows 
opulence of prehistoric Greek burials

A golden chain found inside an ancient tomb dated circa 1500 B.C in the southeastern 
city of Pylos, Greece on 26 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

come to light in the past 65 
years,” it said on Monday.

The discovery was 
made by American archae-
ologists working in the Py-
los region in the southwest 
Peloponnese this summer. 

The jewelry and weap-
ons are thought to have 
been used to surround the 
shroud, placed in a wood-
en casket, of a warrior aged 
30 to 35, likely a prominent 
figure of his time in the ear-
ly Mycenaean period, the 
ministry said.

“The placement of so 
many jewels at a man’s 
grave also challenges the 
widely held conviction that 
jewels were mainly used 
in women’s burials,” the 
ministry quoted archaeol-
ogists Jack L Davis and 
Sharon R. Stocker from the 
University of Cincinnati as 
saying.—Reuters
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Nadal narrowly avoids another Rosol beating
Basel — Third seed Rafa Nad-
al came within two points of defeat 
by old nemesis Lukas Rosol before 
sparking into life and reaching the 
second round of the Swiss Indoors 
tournament in Basel on Monday.

Spaniard Nadal was in all sorts 
of trouble, trailing by a set and 5-4 
and with 69th-ranked Rosol serving at 
30-0, but his Czech opponent framed 
a basic backhand volley at 30-15 and 
blew his chance, Nadal going on to 
win 1-6, 7-5, 7-6(4).

A Rosol double fault allowed 
former world number one Nadal to 
take the second set and the decider 
looked like being a no-contest as Ro-
sol’s challenge began to unravel. Na-

dal moved a break ahead but, at 4-2, 
Rosol played some stunning ground-
strokes to earn three break points and 
though Nadal saved two of them he 
then blazed a forehand long.

There has been no love lost 
between the players since Rosol 
stunned Nadal in the Wimbledon 
second round in 2012, with Nadal 
gaining revenge at the 2014 Wim-
bledon tournament. Angry looks 
were exchanged as the decider 
moved into a tiebreak in which the 
Spaniard trailed 3-0 before Rosol’s 
forehand deserted him and Nadal 
won seven of the next eight points to 
get the job done. “It was a very tough 
match emotionally,” Nadal, who lost 

the opening set in 23 minutes, said.
“At the same time, it’s a great 

victory. It’s important for me to have 
these kinds of comebacks. I’ve been 
in these situations more times than I 
would like this year, so I’m happy to 
win a match like this.”

Fourteen-times grand slam 
champion Nadal, who has already 
booked his place at the ATP World 
Tour Finals despite a relatively lean 
year, will play Bulgaria’s Grigor 
Dimitrov or Ukraine’s Sergiy Stak-
hovsky in round two. Top seed and 
local favourite Roger Federer begins 
his quest for a seventh Basel title on 
Tuesday against Mikhail Kukush-
kin.—Reuters

Smalling one of the best in the 
world, says United’s Rooney

London — Manchester  
United defender Chris Small-
ing is among the “top three 
centre-halves in the world”, ac-
cording to club captain Wayne 
Rooney.

Smalling, who has risen 
from a bit-part player to a first 
team regular under manager 
Louis van Gaal over the past 
18 months, is enjoying his fin-
est ever run of form for his club 
and has featured in all of Unit-
ed’s games this season.

“He has been incredible 
and for me he is right up there 
in world football in terms of 
centre-halves,” Rooney told the 
club’s website (www.manutd.
com).

“He is in the top three 
centre-halves in the world — I 
think he is that good.

“He is a great player and he 
is developing to become more 

of a leader of the back four. It 
is great to see for both United 
and England, and hopefully that 
can continue for him and he can 
help us to be successful.”

The England captain’s 
praise of Smalling comes in the 
wake of Van Gaal saying the 
defender could one day captain 
United, and the 25-year-old has 
said the manager’s influence 
has been key to his improved 
performances. “When you hear 
such good praise, especially 
from Wazza (Rooney) and the 
manager, you just want to show 
them that it’s not just words 
that are meaningless,” Smalling 
said, quoted by the Telegraph.

“I think he (Van Gaal) is 
a very experienced manager. 
He says a lot of things that I try 
to take on board and I think he 
wants you to express yourself.

“When he shows that trust, 

I just want to repay it and do as 
well as I can. But yes, he has 
given me massive credit,” he 
added.

Meanwhile, the club have 
announced that they will hold a 
testimonial for Rooney to mark 
his 12 years at Old Trafford and 
the striker has pledged to do-
nate all the proceeds from the 
game to charity.

The match will be held at 
Old Trafford on Aug. 3, with 
the opponents yet to be decided 
and the funds generated will be 
distributed to several children’s 
charities through the specifi-
cally created Wayne Rooney 
Foundation.

“The match night 
will obviously be special 
for me and my family but  
I hope that we can also deliver 
one or two surprises,” Rooney 
said. —Reuters

Myanmar to host International Open 
Chess Tournament in November 

THE Myanmar International 
Open Chess Tournament 2015 
will be held at the Central Hotel in 
Yangon from 23 to 27 November 
according to the Myanmar Chess 
Federation.

Prizes will be given to players 
who place from first to 10th posi-
tion. The first prize winner will be 
awarded US$3,000, second place 
will receive US$1,400 and third 
US$1,000.

Officials will present US$700 
to the top Myanmar player, 
US$400 to the runner up and 
US$200 to the third place winner.

Best youth players in the 
U-18, U-14 and U-10 events and 
women’s event will win US$100 
each.

Players ranking from first 
to 20th position in the Myanmar 
Open Chess Qualifiers will be al-
lowed to take part in the interna-
tional tournament free of charge. 
Those who place 21st to 30th 
will pay a discounted entry fee of 
K15,000 and those who place 31st 
to 40th must pay a K30,000 fee.

Players may enlist with the 
Myanmar Chess Federation at the 
Aung San Stadium in Yangon. 
Two passport sized photos are re-
quired. Registration is open until 
15 November.

A total of 137 chess players 
from 18 countries including My-
anmar participated in the Interna-
tional Open Chess Tournament in 
2014. England’s Nigel Short and 
Russia’s Belous Vladimir won the 
championship jointly for that year.

Head German coach 
picks 23 players
GERMAN football coach Gerd 
Zeise, former head coach of the 
Myanmar U-19 team and current 
head coach to the Myanmar na-
tional team released the names of 
his 23 chosen players for the team 
on Monday.

Four players from the U-23 
team - Hein Thiha Zaw, Phyo Ko 
Ko Thein, Ye Win Aung and Nay 
Lin Tun were selected.

The squad comprises goal-
keepers Kyaw Zin Phyo of 
Magway FC, Myo Min Latt of 
Kanbawza FC, Yan Aung Lin 
of Hanthawady United; defend-
ers Kyaw Zin Lwin and Nanda 
Kyaw from Magway FC, David 

Htan and Zaw Min Tun from 
Yangon United, Hein Thiha Zaw 
and Phyo Ko Ko Thein from Ay-
eyawady United, Aung Zaw of 
Hanthawady United, Zaw Lin of 
Kanbawza FC, Ye Win Aung of 
Yadanabon FC; the midfielders 
are Ye Ko Oo and Hlaing Bo 
Bo from Yadanabon FC, Yan 
Aung Kyaw and Kyi Lin from 
Yangon United, Nay Lin Tun, 
Kyaw Min Oo and Thiha Zaw 
from Ayeyawady United, Suan 
Lam Mang of Chin United and 
the forwards are Kyaw Ko Ko of 
Yangon United, Aung Thu and 
Thet Naing from Yadanabon FC. 
—Myanmar Football Federation

Manchester United’s Wayne Rooney and Manchester City’s Fernandinho in action. Photo: Reuters
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