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ANALYSIS

Accountability 
remains at the forefront 
of change

Message from President U Thein Sein on the occasion of the 
seventieth Anniversary of the United Nations on 24 October

THE government has requested 
diplomats and foreign election 
observers to refrain from activi-
ties that could be construed as be-
ing biased or that may negatively 
impact the country’s ability to 
hold free and fair elections. 

At a meeting held in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday with diplomatic 

corps based in Yangon and those 
concurrently accredited to My-
anmar, as well as representatives 
from foreign election commis-
sions, Union Minister for Foreign 
Affairs U Wunna Maung Lwin 
said that the diplomatic commu-
nity has an obligation to abide 
by the Union Election Commis-
sion’s (UEC) Code of Conduct. 
He said it also has an obligation 

to adhere to the 1961 Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic Rela-
tions and called for the coopera-
tion and support of the diplomatic 
community for holding of general 
elections that are peaceful, credi-
ble and transparent. 

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Chairman of the UEC U Tin Aye, 
also pledged that the upcoming 
election will ensure transparency 

and be devoid of bias. 
A total of 6,065 candidates 

will compete for the seats in par-
liament. Male candidates make 
up the 86.8 percent of the total 
with 5,274 and women making 
up the rest with 800 (13.2%), 
according to statistics from the 
UEC. 

The UEC will not hold elec-
tions in five of the country’s 330 

townships, on security grounds. 
Meanwhile, more than 1.03 

million people who have been 
residing outside their constituen-
cies submitted their applications 
to their ward and village constit-
uencies in order to cast their bal-
lots on the November 8 election 
from constituencies where they 
are currently staying, according 
to the UEC.

Govt urges diplomats, observers to be cautious about election observation

Myogyi Dam to help green Meiktila Plain

PRESIDENT U Thein Sein, 
together with the Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Services 
and union ministers left Pyin Oo 
Lwin for the Myogyi Multipur-
pose Dam Project in Ywangan 

Township in Shan State yester-
day.

The president greeted Chief 
Minister of Shan State U Sao 
Aung Myat and a group of locals 
who welcomed the president to 

the site. The president and the 
commander-in-chief inspected 
the construction of a 30 megawatt 
power plant and the installation 
of turbines before presenting fruit 
baskets to Chinese experts from 

YMEC Company who are work-
ing with their Myanmar partners 
to construct the dam. 

The president then inspect-
ed the inflow point of the dam 
and the construction of the main 

water storage facility. After in-
specting the dam, the president 
was briefed on the construc-
tion schedule and electricity  
generation. 

See page 3 >> 

President U Thein Sein receives a warm welcome from locals in Meiktila. Photo: MNA
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On this auspicious occasion 
of the 70th Anniversary of the 
founding of the United Na-
tions, I, on behalf of the people 
of Myanmar and on my own, 
would like to extend my warm-
est congratulations to the Unit-
ed Nations for its contributions 
and achievements in making the 
world a better and safer place to 
live.

On this day seventy years 
ago, the United Nations was 
born as a means of maintaining 
international peace and securi-

ty, promoting friendly relations 
among nations and achieving 
international cooperation on 
solving global issues such as the 
social, political, economic and 
environment issues that affect us 
all. Additionally, promoting and 
encouraging respect for human 
rights has always been high on 
its agenda. It is irrefutable that 
the United Nations has largely 
succeeded in its mission of im-
plementing these noble goals.

Today, the United Nations 
represents all the peoples of the 

world. As the largest inter-gov-
ernmental organisation of the 
world, the United Nations’ role 
in the global affairs is irreplace-
able. The active participation of 
the United Nations Peacekeep-
ing Missions in maintaining in-
ternational peace and security 
as well as its relentless efforts 
in fighting poverty around the 
world are also indisputable. My-
anmar welcomes and expresses 
its unequivocal support to the 
Post-2015 Development Agenda 
which constitutes a platform for 

eradicating poverty and ensur-
ing a sustainable future for the 
generations to come.

Despite these efforts, mil-
lions of people around the world 
continue to face challenges in 
the areas of peace and security. 
“The UN at 70 — A New Com-
mitment to Action”, the theme 
of the United Nations for this 
year is very relevant and timely. 
Therefore, the United Nations 
at its 70 should firmly commit 
to overcoming these difficulties 
while respecting the interests of 

all its member nations. Myan-
mar will work jointly with all 
member States in supporting the 
Organisation in taking up these 
remaining challenges. I am con-
fident that the recently adopted 
Sustainable Development Goals 
will be successfully implement-
ed.

At this auspicious occasion, 
may I invite all member states 
to join hands with us to make  
the United Nations more strong-
er organisation and better 
world.—MNA

Message from His Excellency U Thein Sein, President of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar, on the occasion of the seventieth Anniversary of the United Nations (24-10-2015)

STAFF at the Information and 
Public Relations Department, 
which lies under the Ministry 
of Information, are giving talks, 
hanging posters and provid-

ing books to students. Ottara 
Thiri District IPRD went on 
Wednesday to No.12 Basic Ed-
ucation High School and gave 
talks about the benefits of cul-

tivating a string reading habit.  
IPRD staff also set up a mo-
bile library and loaned books to  
students to generate enthusi-
asm.—Shwe Ye Yint

Students encouraged to cultivate reading habit

INTERNATIONAL Coordina-
tor Mr Jorgen Steen Billetoft of 
the Danish Formation Mission 
visited Mandalay’s Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry on 
Thursday. The Myanmar busi-
nessmen, led by vice president 
of the chamber U Kyaw Min and 
the Danish delegation discussed 

the provision of assistance for 
the development of business en-
terprises, the training of skilled 
labourers and strategies to im-
prove the quality of domestic 
products. The assistance is be-
ing provided as part of the Den-
mark-Myanmar Programme of 
2016-2020.—Thiha Ko Ko

Danish Mission in Mandalay 
focuses on boosting skills

RESIDENTS in Pyigyitagun 
Township, Mandalay Region, 
are currently receiving just five 
percent of their water needs. 
To improve the water sup-
plies, a grant was provided in 
July and the project is being 
implemented by TEC Interna-
tional Co., Ltd with the assis-

tance of Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA).  
Officials involved in the project 
met with the media on Thursday 
to outline the project schedule. It 
is due to be completed in 2017 
and will improve water access  
in five of the township’s 
wards.—Maung Pyi Thu

CHAIRPERSON Daw Shwe Zin 
Win of the Ottarathiri Maternal 
and Child Welfare Association 
provided free medical treat-
ment to workers engaged in the 

building of a pagoda in Ottara-
thi Township on Thursday. The 
health staff also disseminated 
knowledge about tuberculosis 
and diabetes, dengue fever, ma-

ternal and reproductive health-
care to workers. Sixty workers, 
including eight pregnant women, 
received medical treatment from 
staff.—Shwe Ye Yint

Workers receive free healthcare in OttarathiriJICA improves Mandalay’s water supply

Workers lay a pipeline for water supply service in Mandalay. 
Photo: Maung Pyi Thu

Mr Jorgen Steen Billetoft welcomed by Mandalay’s Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry U Kyaw Min. Photo: Thiha Ko Ko

School children rely on libraries for reading in Ottara Thiri Township. Photo: Shwe Ye Yint

Local people receivces health care services provided by Ottarathiri Maternal and Child Welfare Association. 
Photo: Shwe Ye Yint
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Make your voice count. Cast your vote.
Election countdown 15Days

>> From page 1
The dam will supply water to 

82,000 acres of farmland current-
ly irrigated by Zawgyi Dam and 
33,000 acres in Meiktila Plain. 

The president said that it is 
necessary to complete the project 
during the current government’s 
tenure. The project, which began 
in 2005-06, had come to a halt for 
various reasons but its comple-
tion will revitalise Meiktila Plain. 
Mekitila Lake has been renovated 
for the same purpose, the presi-
dent said. 

Myogyi Multipurpose Dam 
Project, together with other dams 
and reservoirs, will contribute to 
the greening of the entire Meik-
tila Plain and aid agricultural 
development, the president said. 
As the project will generate 30 
megawatts of electricity it will be 
capable of distributing power to 
Ywangan in the Danu Self-Ad-
ministered Zone, via existing 
electricity supply networks. Lo-
cals require electricity not only 
for household use but for indus-
try. The state government and the 
self-administered zone governing 
body are responsible for the de-
velopment of small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs). It is also 
necessary to supply electricity to 

Myogyi Dam 
to help green 
Meiktila Plain

STATE-OWNED telecommuni-
cations provider Myanmar Post 
and Telecommunications (MPT) 
announced yesterday that its Swe 
Thahar plan has attracted 10 mil-
lion customers and will soon re-
ward its 10 millionth registered 
user.

The winner will receive a 

top-up card valued at K1 million 
(US$783). MPT is the country’s 
leading mobile operator with over 
16 million customers. The Swe 
Thahar Programme was launched 
in January under the MPT-KSGM 
joint venture.

Under the current promotion, 
MPT users can call one another at 

the discounted rate of K23 ($0.02) 
per minute, K10 ($0.01) per mes-
sage and K6 per 1MB of data.

MPT and KSGM signed a 
joint venture agreement last July 
with the aim of expanding its cus-
tomer base and improving My-
anmar’s telecommunications net-
work.—GNLM

UNION ministers U Soe Thane 
and U Win Tun inspected the 
reclamation of land plots in 
Hakha, Chin State yesterday as 
part of resettlement plans for 
flood and landslide victims.

The torrential rains in July 
and August triggered landslides 
that destroyed 870 homes in 
Hakha.

The victims were safe-
ly evacuated and will soon be 
resettled on 520 acres of land 
along the Hakha-Hpalan Road, 
according to Chin State Chief 
Minister U Hong Ngai.

The chief minister said that 
more than 200 houses are under 
construction and are expected to 
be completed in December.

In Kalay, 358 houses will be 
built for victims. Officials said 
that the recovery project includ-
ed water and power utilities.

While in Hakha, the un-
ion ministers also inspected 
irrigation facilities, reviewed 
fire-prevention measures and 
visited a site where a dam is 
being constructed. The dam is 
168 acre-feet.—Myanmar News 
Agency

the Kyaukse Industrial Zone, the 
president said.

The dam is located a mile 
north of Myogyi Village and will 
store water released from Zaw-
gyi Dam and Kyaingkhan Dam, 
which is still under construction, 

to generate 135.70 million kilo-
watt-hours annually and to sup-
ply water for the enrichment of 
Meiktila Valley. 

The dam has a storage capac-
ity of 359,550 acre-feet and 725 
square-miles of watershed area. 

The dam will be completed in 
2016.

The president, command-
er-in-chief and party proceeded 
to Meiktila in Mandalay Region 
where they inspected the inflow 
of water into the Meiktila (North) 

Lake before paying homage and 
offering flowers, lights and water 
at Dhammathukha Kan Oo Shwe 
Se Gon Pagoda. The president and 
party returned to Nay Pyi Taw by 
helicopter yesterday afternoon.—
Myanmar News Agency

Resettlement site 
inspected in Hakha

Union ministers U Soe Thane and U Win Tun assist in building 
resettlement site for flood victims in Hakha. Photo: mna

MPT’s Swe Thahar promo reaches 10 million users

Exhibition throws spotlight on Mandalay artists

A collective art exhibition 
titled “The Hands” is being held 
at the River Ayeyawady Gallery 
in downtown Yangon to show-
case Myanmar’s cultural herit-
age.

 This is the first group show 
involving teachers and pupils 
from the National Culture and 
Fine Arts University (Manda-
lay). The aim of the show is to 

bring about memories of youth-
fulness, Artist U Kyaw Thu 
Win said.

The event runs from 24 to 26 
October, showcasing 50 works 
by 10 watercolourists from Man-
dalay. Subjects include tradition-
al artwork, still life, landscapes 
and a focus on the ethnic diversi-
ty within Myanmar. 

All works are up for sale 
with prices ranging from US$120 
to $350. Part of the proceeds 

from the event will go to junior 
students of the fine arts at the uni-
versity, U Kyaw Thu Win said.

A 27-year-old artist who cre-
ated five paintings for the event 
with a focus on local lifestyles 
in Yangon said, “We plan to use 
the funds to purchase quality sup-
plies for the students”.

The River Ayeyawady Gal-
lery is located on 35th Street 
(middle block) in Kyauktada 
Township in Yangon.

Khaing Thanda Lwin

Watercolourists are presenting a group show aimed at supporting 
fine arts students

President U Thein Sein talks to a local mother and a child during his tour of Myogyi Dam. Photo: MNA
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RESIDENTS of Tatkon in Nay 
Pyi Taw Council Area have com-
pleted the offering of alms to 484 
local Buddhist monks who live in 

the town’s monasteries. This year 
marks the 16th annual alms event 
in Tatkon, with the final day being 
27 October. After the offering of 

the alms is completed, a sharing 
of good merits ceremony will be 
held at the town’s Buddhist Mis-
sionary Hall.—Tin Soe Lwin

Alms offered in Tatkon

A CEREMONY was held to 
mark the recent signing of the 
Nationwide Ceasefire Agree-
ment was held in Nyaunglay-
bin, Bago Region on Thursday. 
Nyaunglaybin Township is 
adjacent to both the Shweg-
yin and Kyaukkyi townships 
where fighting broke out. The 
conflict was limited mostly to 
Shwegyin and Kyaukkyi but 

spilled over occasionally, res-
idents said.  Parliamentarian U 
Saw Linn Aung presided over 
the ceremony, urging locals to 
return their focus to the devel-
opment of the region. As most 
people living in Nyaunglaybin 
area are Kayin ethnics, their tra-
ditional dances and songs were  
performed during the ceremo-
ny.—Nay Lin

DISTRICT Officer U Linn Myat 
from Yamethin District Industrial 
Crops Development Department 
and a team of agriculturalists gave 
demonstrations on how to grow 
staple cotton to farmers in Pyaw-
bwe Township in central Myan-
mar on Thursday. They explained 
the strains of the crop, growing 

methods, the use of fertilizer as 
well as guidelines on achieving 
commercial scale production. 
A good harvest for an acre of 
cotton can yield over 1000 viss 
(1,600 kilos) bringing welcome 
income to local farmers, said 
an officer from the department. 
—Min Min Htwe (Pyawbwe)

Farmers given cotton 
farming demonstration

THE Ngamoeyeik Bridge, which 
will link North Okkalapa with 
North Dagon, is now one-third 
completed. Work on the bridge 
began in mid-August and it is 
scheduled to be completed by 
March next year. The two-lane 
bridge is being constructed at a 
cost of K6 billion (US$ 4.7 mil-
lion) and can withstand a load of 
75 tonness.

“Completion of the bridge 
will benefit locals, especially res-
idents of North Dagon, as it will 
cut down travel times to North 
Okkalapa,” said U Myint Zaw, 
the head of North Dagon Town-
ship Development Affairs De-
partment. 

More than 150 workers 
and 20 engineers from Thai-
land and Myanmar are con-
structing the bridge using Thai 
Prestress Box Cross beams. 
The bridge will be 11.5 me-
tres long and will include a foot 
path.—Soe Win-MLA

Ngamoeyeik Bridge to be completed by March

Security measures are to be 
taken with the set standard in co-
operation with local people, said 
Shan State Security and Border 
Affairs Minister Colonel Soe Moe 
Aung at the meeting of Shan State 
Election Security Committee on 
22 October. The meeting focused 
on election and security measures 
taken in the respective townships 
in the state.—Zaw Myo Naing

Shan State 
Election Security 
Committee meets

Nyaunglaybin residents hold 
ceremony to mark ceasefire 
signing

Buddhist monks receive alms from people in Tatkon during the 16th annual alms event in Tatkon. 
Photo: Tin Soe Lwin

Farmers learn cotton farming from governmental agriculral experts.
Photo: Min Min Htwe (Pyawbwe)

Shan State authorities have taken steps to improve security for the No-
vember-8 election. Photo: Zaw Myo Naing

Ngamoeyeik Bridge is being constructed near the suspension bridge which link North Okkalapa with North Dagon. Photo: Sowe Win-M LA
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Thick smoke rises as a fire burns in a forest at Ogan Komering Ilir Regency, Indonesia’s South Sumatra  
Province on 20 October  2015. Photo: Reuters
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“We are looking for 
a place for babies 
to be evacuated to 
if necessary.”

Luhut Pandjaitan
Coordinating security minister

BEIJING — China hopes to see a 
united European Union in which 
Britain plays a prominent role in 
promoting Chinese relations with 
the bloc, President Xi Jinping told 
Britain’s prime minister, making in 
an indirect plea for the country to 
remain part of the EU.

Prime Minister David Camer-
on is seeking to renegotiate Brit-
ain’s relationship with the EU, 
which it joined in 1973, as the ‘in’ 
and ‘out’ campaigns prepare for 
battle in a referendum on member-
ship which will be held before 
2017.

China typically does not com-
ment on votes in other countries, 
viewing it as an interference in an 
internal affair.

But Beijing has been worried 
about the implications of free 
trade-supporting Britain leaving 
the EU, and of any weakening of a 
grouping which it views as a vital 
counterbalance to the United 
States, diplomats say.

Meeting at the prime minis-
ter’s official country residence at 
Chequers late Thursday, Xi told 
Cameron the EU is a strategic part-
ner of China’s and also its largest 
trading partner, China’s foreign 
ministry said in a statement re-
leased on Friday.

“China hopes to see a prosper-

TOKYO — The government 
said Friday it has selected Boe-
ing Co.’s KC-46A as Japan’s 
new aerial tanker, and plans to 
begin adding the aircraft to the 
Air Self-Defence Force fleet 
from around fiscal 2020.

The Defence Ministry 
plans to buy three air tankers 
under the country’s medi-
um-term defence buildup pro-
gramme through fiscal 2018, 
which underscored the need to 
enhance the capability to pro-
tect remote islands.

“With more aerial tankers, 
our aerial defence capability 
will be reinforced,” Defence 
Minister Gen Nakatani said at a 
news conference.

The United States pro-
posed a sales price of about 20.8 
billion yen ($172.8 million) per 
tanker, according to the minis-
try, which will book the costs in 
the fiscal 2016 budget. Only the 
US government participated in 
the bidding through early Sep-
tember.—Kyodo News

ous Europe and a united EU, and 
hopes Britain, as an important 
member of the EU, can play an 
even more positive and construc-
tive role in promoting the deepen-
ing development of China-EU 
ties,” it paraphrased Xi as saying.

There was no direct mention 

of the British vote on whether to 
leave the EU.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
made similar comments before Xi 
left.

Xi is on his first state visit to 
Britain, 10 years after the last such 
trip by a Chinese president.

The British government has 
moved forcefully to strengthen fi-
nancial and political ties with Bei-
jing. Earlier this year, it broke 
ranks with the United States by 
signing up as a founding member 
of China’s new infrastructure in-
vestment bank.—Reuters

China’s Xi tells British PM he hopes to see a united EU

Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron walks in the gardens as he welcomes Chinese President Xi Jinping, 
with an interpreter (obscured), to his official residence at Chequers, England. Photo: Reuters

Japan to add 
Boeing air 
tanker to 
ASDF fleet

Indonesia prepares warships to evacuate ‘haze’ refugees
JAKARTA — Indonesia is  
preparing warships as a last re-
sort to evacuate children and 
others suffering from smoke in-
halation from slash-and-burn 
fires, a minister said on Friday, 
as the country struggles to con-
tain fires expected to continue 
for weeks.

Southeast Asia has suffered 
for years from annual “haze” 
caused by forest and peat clear-
ing across Indonesia, which has 
come under increasing political 
pressure to stop the problem, but 
so far to no avail.

Fires this year have been 
helped by drier weather brought 
by the El Nino weather phenom-
enon and have pushed air pollu-
tion to hazardous levels across 
Southeast Asia, forcing schools 
to close and disrupting flights.

“We are looking for a place 
for babies to be evacuated to if 
necessary,” coordinating securi-
ty minister Luhut Pandjaitan told 
reporters referring to plans to 
prepare six warships and two 
state-owned ferries.

The ships, however, will 
only be used as a last resort if 
other efforts, including moving 

residents to government offices 
with air purifiers, prove unsuc-
cessful, Pandjaitan said.

The former general, who 
has been tasked by President 
Joko Widodo to oversee the re-
sponse to the haze, said the 
country was treating the issue as 
a national disaster but stopped 
short of declaring a state of na-
tional emergency.

Indonesia earlier this month 
asked several countries, includ-
ing neighbouring Singapore and 
Malaysia and far-flung Russia, 

for aid, equipment and personnel 
to help combat the fires.

Noting the success of Rus-
sia’s Be200 water bomber, Pan-
jaitan said he had requested sim-
ilar aircraft assistance from 
Canada, the United States and 
France.

The fires are spreading to 
new areas like Papua and are un-
likely to be put out till next year, 
experts say.

Widodo said no new permits 
would be given to plantation 
companies to develop peatland, 

and that the government would 
work to restore and re-irrigate 
drained peatland areas that are 
often hit by fires.

“This situation is having a 
major impact and has reached 
very unhealthy levels,” he said, 
referring to thousands of fires in 
Sumatra and Kalimantan.

Garuda said the haze had 
cost the state airline about $8 
million in lost sales and other 
expenses, with 120,000 passen-
gers cancelling flights last month 
alone.—Reuters
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picture of  the day

National flags are a mark of pride and patriotism in every 
country around the world.  But there is only one flag that be-
longs to all of us.

That blue flag of the United Nations was a banner of hope 
for me growing up in wartime Korea.   

Seven decades after its founding, the United Nations re-
mains a beacon for all humanity.

Every day, the United Nations feeds the hungry and shel-
ters those driven from their homes.

The United Nations vaccinates children who would other-
wise die from preventable diseases.

The United Nations defends human rights for all, regard-
less of race, religion, nationality, gender or sexual orientation.

Our peacekeepers are on the frontlines of conflict; our 
mediators bring warriors to the peace table; our relief workers 
brave treacherous environments to deliver life-saving assis-
tance.

The United Nations works for the entire human family of 
seven billion people, and cares for the earth, our one and only 
home.

And it is the diverse and talented staff of the United Na-
tions who help bring the Charter to life.  

The 70th anniversary is a moment to recognize their dedi-
cation — and to honour the many who made the ultimate sac-
rifice in the line of duty.

The world faces many crises, and the limits of collective 
international action are painfully clear.  Yet no single country 
or organization can address today’s challenges alone.  

The timeless values of the UN Charter must remain our 
guide.  Our shared duty is to “unite our strength” to serve “we 
the peoples”.  

To mark this anniversary, monuments and buildings across 
the world are being illuminated in UN blue.  As we shine a 
light on this milestone anniversary, let us reaffirm our com-
mitment to a better and brighter future for all.—UNIC/Yangon

24 October 2015

UNSG’s Message for 
United Nations Day

A volunteer wipes sea spray off the painted bronze sculpture entitled ‘Harbour’ by Chinese artist Chen 
Wenling during the 19th annual Sculptures by the Sea exhibition in Sydney, on 23 October 2015. Sydney’s 
coastal walk between Bondi and Tamarama has been transformed into a temporary sculpture park 
featuring over 100 sculptures from Australian and international artists, billed as the largest free sculpture 
exhibition in the world.— Photo: Reuters

Indian gov’t warns ministers to be 
careful about misinterpretation
NEW DELHI — The Indian  
government Friday cautioned all 
its ministers to be very careful 
while making public statements.

“Ministers must be careful 
while making statements. We 
can’t get away by saying the state-
ment was misinterpreted,” Indian 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
said in the national capital. The 
Home Minister’s statement came 
in the wake of public anger over 
junior Foreign Minister V.K. 

Singh’s drawing a controversial 
analogy on the killing of two kids 
from an underprivileged family.

“If someone throws stones at 
a dog, the government is not re-
sponsible,” the Minister of State 
for External Affairs, also a former 
Indian Army chief, said Thursday.

He was responding to ques-
tions on the killing of a two-year-
old boy and his 11-month-old sis-
ter on Monday, allegedly by upper 
caste men, in the northern state of 

Haryana near the national capi-
tal. The Minister had clarified his 
remarks, saying, “My statement 
wasn’t intended to draw an anal-
ogy. My men & I put our lives on 
the line for the nation irrespective 
of caste, creed and religion.”

Delhi’s ruling anti-graft Aam 
Aadmi Party has filed a police 
complaint against the minister, 
while opposition parties, includ-
ing the Congress, have demanded 
his resignation.—Xinhua

Greece sets red line over mortgage talks with lenders
ATHENS —  Greek Prime  
Minister Alexis Tsipras on Fri-
day said his country would fully 
meet its obligations under a mul-
ti-billion euro bailout, but would 
not tolerate mass foreclosures 
on mortgages for thousands of 
indebted people.

Setting a red line in talks 
with the country’s lenders, who 
are now in Athens for consulta-
tions, Tsipras said turning the 
country into an “arena of confis-

cations” of homes was out of the 
question.

Although he did not say it 
directly, he was implicitly re-
ferring to talks with creditors, 
which have hit a snag over pro-
tection of primary residences of 
homeowners who cannot afford 
to pay their mortgages.

“Some may be attempting 
to revive a debate (on Greece 
exiting the euro) through the 
back door, by delaying the im-

plementation of reviews and 
delaying the recapitalisation of 
banks,” Tsipras told journalists 
after talks with French President 
Francois Hollande.

Mission chiefs of Greece’s 
lenders are in Athens assess-
ing compliance with reforms  
required under the 86 billion 
euro bailout. Athens wants  
the review concluded soon so 
it can proceed with debt relief 
talks. —Reuters

Sri Lankan PM intervenes to allow 
former minister to travel overseas
COLOMBO  —  Sri Lankan Prime 
Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe 
on Friday issued instructions to al-
low former minister and national-
ist legislator, Wimal Weerawansa 
from leaving the country after he 
was barred by the Criminal Inves-
tigations Department.

Weeawansa was stopped at 
the country’s international airport 
in the early hours of Friday and 
questioned by several CID officers 
over holding an invalid passport.

He was refrained from board-

ing a flight to Rome, where he was 
to attend a series of lectures. 

Local media reports said that 
parliament which had convened on 
Friday had been informed of the 
incident by opposition parliamen-
tarian Dinesh Gunewardena who 
also questioned the government 
as to why Weerawansa had been 
blocked at the airport. Reacting 
to the query, Prime Minister Ra-
nil Wickremesinghe promised to 
urgently look into the matter but 
said that if there was a court or-

der against Weerawansa, then he 
would not be able to do anything.

However moments later, 
Leader of the House Lakshman 
Kiriella informed parliament that 
legal clearance was facilitated to 
Weerawansa to allow him to travel 
overseas by the Prime Minister’s 
intervention. Weerawansa was  
the Housing Minister in the pre-
vious Mahinda Rajapakse gov-
ernment and is currently under a 
corruption probe in the island na-
tion.—Xinhua

Rescue workers carry an injured person on a stretcher during res-
cue operations near the site where a coach carrying members of an 
elderly people’s club collided with a truck outside Puisseguin near 
Bordeaux, western France, on 23 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

BORDEAUX — Forty-two 
people have died after a bus and 
a truck collided near Bordeaux 
in southern France, an official 
from the local prefect’s office 
said on Friday.

Another 5 people were 
lighly injured, the official said, 
after the two vehicles crashed 
and caught fire on a country 
road. The accident took place 
in Puisseguin, near Libourne 
in the Gironde region about 57 
kilometres east of Bordeaux.

The bus was carrying about 
50 passengers and was heading 

south for the Landes region. Lo-
cal media reports said the pas-
sengers were mostly elderly.

Speaking from Athens 
where he is on a visit, President 
Francois Hollande said emer-
gency services were mobilising 
and that he had been “plunged 
into sadness by the tragedy.”

The 42 victims were mem-
bers of elderly people’s club,  
all apparently from the re-
gion, who were on a day trip, 
Interior Ministry spokesman 
Pierre-Henry Brandet said on 
BFM TV.—Reuters

42 people die in collision 
in southern France
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Germany speeds up new measures 
to deal with refugee influx

Migrants sit around a bonfire as they wait to cross the border with Croatia near the village of Berkasovo, 
Serbia on 23 October, 2015. Photo: Reuters

BERLIN — Germany is  
introducing measures to tackle its 
refugee crisis earlier than previ-
ously expected, a top government 
official said on Friday, allowing 
accelerated deportation proce-
dures to begin as early as next 
week.

Germany expects a record in-
flux of more than 800,000 mi-
grants this year, by far the most in 
the European Union. With the 
new measures, Berlin is aiming to 
cope better with the unprecedent-
ed number of arrivals and to stem 
the influx. The tighter rules aim to 
speed up asylum and extradition 
procedures for migrants from 
southeastern Europe, in order to 
focus on refugees from war-torn 
countries such as Syria, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Peter Altmaier, 
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s chief 
of staff, said the new measures 
could now be expected to come 
into effect before a previously 
foreseen start date of 1 November. 

“That would be a good sig-
nal,” he told ARD television.

“We want to get better and 
faster this year at the deportation 
of rejected applicants who have no 
claim to remain here,” added Alt-
maier, who Merkel appointed ear-
lier this month to oversee her gov-
ernment’s handling of the refugee 
crisis. Support for Merkel’s con-
servatives has fallen due to con-
cern over the refugee crisis. Many 
Germans feel the country cannot 
cope with the record influx. A poll 

for ARD showed three-quarters of 
Germans expect the influx of refu-
gees to change German society.

Several European leaders are 
due to meet on Sunday to tackle 
the migrant crisis in the western 
Balkans as thousands trying to 
reach Germany are trapped in de-
teriorating conditions. Hungary 
has responded to the largest mi-
gration wave Europe has seen 
since World War Two by building 
a steel fence along its borders with 

Serbia and Croatia, a step both 
welcomed and criticised by vari-
ous leaders around Europe.

“The more fences are erected 
the greater the misery,” Altmaier 
said. “Europe must see to it that 
this movement and this influx is 
orderly and structured.”

The head of Germany’s po-
lice trade union, Rainer Wendt, 
said the crisis was stretching  
police resources thin. “I have per-
sonally told the chancellor: we 

can’t be in two places at once,”  
Wendt told newspaper Die 
Welt.—Reuters

French far-right Le Pen family set for regional power wins 

Far-right leader Marine Le Pen. Photo: Reuters

PARIS — Far-right leader  
Marine Le Pen is set to win con-
trol of France’s northernmost 
area in regional elections in De-
cember, an opinion poll showed 
on Friday, with her niece possi-
bly coming first too in the south-
eastern Provence-Alpes-Cote 
d’Azur region.

The centre-right Les Repub-
licains party led by former presi-
dent Nicolas Sarkozy is expected 
to win a majority of regions, ac-
cording to the survey by the 
BVA polling institute, the first to 
measure voting intentions across 
mainland France ahead of elec-
tions set for 6-13 Dececember.

The poll showed the ruling 
Socialists who currently domi-
nate the regional assemblies win-
ning just three regions.

Le Pen, who is also prepar-
ing to run as the anti-immigrant, 
anti-euro National Front party’s 
candidate in 2017 presidential 
elections, would take 46 percent 
of the 13 December runoff vote 
in the Nord-Pas-de-Calais-Picar-
die region, far ahead of a project-
ed 29 percent for the cen-
tre-right’s candidate and 25 
percent for the left-wing con-
tender, the poll said.

Marion Marechal-Le Pen, 
Marine’s niece and grand-daugh-
ter of National Front founder 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, could win in 
a far closer contest in the south-
eastern Provence-Alpes-Cote 
d’Azur region, according to the 
poll, which saw her taking 37 
percent of votes, a fraction ahead 
of 36 percent for the centre-right.

Marine Le Pen succeeded 
her father as National Front 
leader in 2011, but fell out with 
him earlier this year over com-
ments he made dismissing the 
gas chambers of World War 
Two as a “detail” of history.

The elder Le Pen was ex-
cluded from the party in August, 
in a move many saw as an at-
tempt by Marine Le Pen to con-
solidate her leadership ahead of 
the 2017 presidential election, 
but which was opposed by Mare-
chal-Le Pen.

The election being held in 
two rounds on 6 December and 
13 will be the last before the 
presidential election in 2017 
and it is the first contest for 
power at regional level since a 
redrawing of the electoral map 
last year.

Regional councillors’ princi-

LISBON — Portugal’s opposition 
Socialists pledged on Friday to 
topple the centre-right minority 
government with a no confidence 
motion, saying the president had 
created “an unnecessary political 
crisis” by naming Pedro Passos 
Coelho as premier.

The move could wreck Passos 
Coelho’s efforts to get his cen-
tre-right government programme 
passed in parliament in 10 days 
time, extending the political uncer-
tainty hanging over the country 
since an inconclusive 4 October-
election.

Coelho was named prime 
minister on Thursday after his coa-
lition won the most votes in the 
national election.

The nomination set up a con-
frontation with the main opposi-
tion Socialists, who have been try-
ing to form their own coalition 
government with two leftist parties 
who also want an end to years of 
austerity policies under the cen-
tre-right.

The Socialists and those par-
ties, boosted by a swing to the left 
in the national election, would 
control most votes in parliament if 
they united.

In the early hours of Friday, 
the Socialist Party’s national com-
mission approved a motion for its 
lawmakers to “present a motion 
rejecting any government pro-
gramme,” that includes similar 
policies to the last government.

“The president has created an 
unnecessary political crisis,” by 
naming Passos Coelho as prime 
minister, Socialist leader Antonio 
Costa said. After the national elec-
tion, Passos Coelho tried to gain 
support from the Socialists for his 
government, which instead started 
negotiating with the smaller far 
left Communist and Left Bloc par-
ties to form a leftist administration.

“We’ll see what happens in 
parliament, if lawmakers reject the 
government programme it will 
prolong uncertainty, but if it is ap-
proved it will stabilise the situa-
tion,” said Albino Oliveira, an an-
alyst at brokerage Fincor.

The political stand-off has 
prompted concerns that the coun-
try’s economic recovery after a 
bailout could stumble.

But, so far, bond market in-
vestors have been calm, preferring 
to focus on the likelihood of more 
quantitative easing by the Europe-
an Central Bank. Benchmark 10-
year bond yields were unchanged 
at 2.36 percent on Friday. 

The country’s PSI20 stock 
index was up 1 percent. Passos 
Coelho’s government launched 
austerity measures and tax hikes 
during the past four years under a 
bailout, which plunged Portugal 
into a three-year recession. The 
country returned to growth last 
year, which has accelerated this 
year.—Reuters

Portugal 
Socialists vow  
to topple 
government

pal powers are in the domain of 
local planning, transport and up-
per-secondary schooling.

Marine Le Pen, who has 
sought to rid the National Front of 
its anti-Semitic reputation since 
she succeeded her father as party 
leader, has enjoyed intensifying 
media attention as her own poll 
ratings have improved and in the 
wake of 2014 European Parlia-
ment elections where her party 
came first.

As tensions rise ahead of the 

December ballot, she set of a 
fresh controversy this week by 
pulling out of a televised debate 
where she was due to face rivals 
from the mainstream left and 
right. 

She accused the France 2 
public television station of mak-
ing last-minute changes to the or-
ganisation of the debate, prompt-
ing a withdrawal that forced 
France 2 to cancel the three-hour 
programme minutes before it was 
due to go on air.—Reuters

“The more fences 
are erected the 
greater the misery.”

Peter Altmaier 
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s  

chief of staff 
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Accountability remains at 
the forefront of change
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Write for us

It is only natural that people do not hesitate 
to replace what does not work properly 
with what does. The same thing can be said 

of politics. People will demand that change be 
made to a political system as soon as they are 
convinced it is unhelpful.

We in Myanmar, however, have a different 
story to tell. It is no exaggeration to say that a 

long familiarity with authoritarian rule has 
placed us in a heavy silence. As is known to all, 
our country began a peaceful transition to de-
mocracy in 2010. And the changes that have oc-
curred have earned praise from the international 
community. However despite sweeping political 
reforms, Myanmar is still in its infancy when it 
comes to enabling the people to realise their full 
potential and to follow their dreams.

It is necessary for the government to renew its 
commitment to a future of equality and prosperity 
for all national brethren. The bottom line is that the 
government has a moral obligation to turn the 
country into a better, safer place. In this respect, the 
government is required to recognise the productive 
forces of the people and to help them remain vi-
brant. This is vital for our national prosperity.

The time is ripe enough to chart a course 
that will guarantee sustainable development, 
forge a culture of closer cooperation, and en-
sure human rights and dignity. The level of re-
sponsibility, accountability and capability the 
government takes on will remain at the fore-
front of change.

Opinion

Khin Maung Myint 
(MPT Retired)

Lookout! A Small Car is Overtaking

Those who doesn’t  own a 
private  car and had to com-
mute  with the public  motor 

bus transports would be familiar  
with the above warning. When-
ever a car from behind was about 
to overtake, the bus conductor  or 
the spare, as most  of us knew, 
would  let the bus driver  know  by 
shouting  the  above  warning.  If 
the  readers, judging  by the  title  
of  this article, think  I am going 
to  write about the unruly, undisci-
plined and inconsiderate motor bus 
drivers and conductors, they would 
be way off the mark. I had chosen 
this title just as a metaphor.  If you 
would patiently  bear with me and 
kindly read on, you would realize 
my intentions.

In March 1988, I had a chance 
to attend a telecommunication 
seminar in Bangkok. The seminar  
was co-sponsored by the United 
Nations  Economic  and Social  
Commision for  Asia  Pacific  (ES-
CAP) based  in  Thailand  and the  
German  Development  Bank.  The 
objective  of the seminar  was to 
provide  loans, aids or grants by the 
German Development Bank to  de-
velop the rural telecommunication 
sectors  in the participating coun-
tries.  There were ten participants 
including  me. Before leaving for 
Bangkok, I had to prepare a coun-
try paper, based  on set question-
naires. The main  informations 
they want  from  us were the pres-
ent situations of the rural telecom-
munications and the future plans 
for projects, if any, and the con-
straints and requirements for the 
implementations of such projects.  
Though I am not an engineer, but 
an administrator, I did my home 
work meticulously and prepared 
a comprehensive country  paper. 
However, my paper  was censored  
by my superior  officer, just  leav-
ing  the  data  concerning the  num-
ber  of  telephone  exchanges,  the  
microwave stations   and  channels  
available,  the  carrier  networks   

and  the  telephone  density.  The 
constraints and requirements, 
which  I had painstakingly written  
after consulting with the engineers 
concerned  were left out.

At the seminar, the Bang-
ladesh participant read his paper 
first. He mentioned their con-
straints  and requirements in detail. 
After his presentations, there were 
some queries from the staffs  of the 
bank. Bhutan was next and he also 
mentioned their constraints and re-
quirements. Then came my turn, 
because  in those days we were 
Burma, so I was sitting next to 
the Bhutanese, as the seating plan 
was in the alphabetical  order. As 
my paper was confined  only to the 
data, there was no querie. By then 
I was feeling  uneasy.  When the 
Chinese and the Indian delegates 
did not mention their constraints 
or requirements, I was greatly  re-
lieved,  knowing  that  I had  com-
pany.  However,  what  the  Indian  
said  was they were self-sufficient 
and do not need help from any-
where.  As for the Chinese, he said 
they have  a national  project  al-
ready  planned  to  install  telephone  
exchanges  in every village, which 
will be completed by the year 2000 
and they don’t need any help.

I will skip the other countries  
and mention  about Vietnam. Our 
seminar  was held for three days. 
For the first two  days the Viet-
namese  participant  was absent. 
He showed up only on the last day. 
He apologized for his late arrival, 
saying  that  as there was only two 
flights  a week between Hanoi and 
Bangkok, he was unable to come 
in time. (In those days we had four  
flights  daily to Bangkok.)  The 
presiding chairman  of the semi-
nar  told him that the country  pa-
per reading  session  was over and 
had already started  to wind up the 
discussions, but they would  oblige  
and let him  present  his paper. The 
reply  was, he didn’t have a coun-
try paper, but asked permission to 
speak for five minutes.

I remembered, vividly, what 
he said that day. As their coun-
try  had been fighting  a civil  war  

for over twenty  five  years, their  
country  was  at least twenty  five to  
fifty  years behind  all the countries  
present  at the seminar.  They want 
to close that  gap as much  as pos-
sible, so they are ready to accept 
any aid from any country, as long 
as there were    no strings  attached.  
He said  they  also  want  to  at-
tend  all international seminars  and  
also requested the other countries  
attending there, to invite them to 
the national seminars, workshops  
or training  sessions,  all expenses  
paid  by the hosts.  I noticed  that  
he didn’t mention  a word about 
fighting the French colonialists or 
the American aggressors, instead 
he used the phrase “We were fight-
ing  a civil war”.

During  the   coffee   break,  
the   German  manufacturers  who   
were  among   the observers,  ap-
proached   the  participants  who  
mentioned  their  constraints  and 
requirements, except the three of 
us — the Chinese, the Indian  and 
myself.  As the three of us  were  
sipping  coffee,  quietly  in  a cor-
ner,  a German bank  official ap-
proached  us and pointed out that 
the manufacturers were crowding 
around those who were potential 
customers, especially  the Viet-
namese, as they had requested  for 
help and were bound to receive  
them.  Then he told  me that  he had 
been to our country, many  times, 
while  the sheet glass  factory  at 
Pathein  was under  construction 
with  their Bank’s  assistance. He 
went  on  and  said, he  had  noticed   
during  his  frequent  visits  that  
our  country  lacked efficient tele-
phone  services  even in the  towns  
apart  from  Yangon. He asked  me  
why I didn’t raise that issue and 
suggested  I should have done, be-
cause they were there to help us.  I  
didn’t  know  how  to  answer  his  
question,  so  I  just  laughed  and  
shrugged  my shoulders. He smiled  
and said he understood me.

On my return, as I had to sub-
mit  a report, I mentioned  about 
Vietnam in detail and predicted  
that Vietnam would soon surpass 
us. Since then I took  interest  in 

Vietnam and started  to follow  the 
news  about that  country  as much  
as I could. I learned how France 
proposed  at a World  Bank meeting  
to  grant  loans  to Vietnam,  which  
the  United  States seconded. Then 
there was news about the Honda 
Company of Japan establishing a 
motor cycle  factory  in Vietnam.  
Many  foreign  investors  followed 
suit.  A few  years back  when there 
was a big flood  in Thailand, some 
Japanese  motor  car factories  were 
inundated.  A few shifted their fac-
tories  to Vietnam.

During  the  past  two  dec-
ades, I had  noticed  the  rapid  pro-
gress   of  Vietnam  in almost   all  
sectors.   They  had  made  head-
ways   into  the  regional   markets,  
exporting everything  from  food  
stuffs,  clothings, footwear,  ma-
chineries, electrical   and  electron-
ic equipments,  construction ma-
terials, and agricultural products.  
Vietnam has become  the second   
largest   exporter  of  rice  in  Asia, 
next  to  Thailand.  They  are  com-
peting   with countries  like Malay-
sia, Singapore and Thailand  in the 
construction business. Their busi-
nesses have found their ways to 
our country too and are flourishing. 
The Vietnamese presence  in our 

country  is quite visible  in Yangon 
today. Not very long ago, I heard 
in the news that we are lagging be-
hind, even countries  like Cambo-
dia and Laos and that it would be 
some years  before  we could  catch 
up with  them. If  so, I think  the 
title  I had  chosen wouldn’t  be 
appropriate. It should  be “Cars 
From Behind Had Overtaken!” 
However, I will just leave it as it 
is, because it would attract more 
attention.

I don’t know how  Cambo-
dia  and Laos had done that, but 
I am a bit familiar  with the Viet-
nam’s  case. They do not dwell  in 
the past  blaming  the French, the 
Americans  or the South Vietnam-
ese. They may not have forgotten  
but they had forgiven  and moved 
on. Let us follow the example 
of Vietnam and leave what had 
passed, in the past and move on to 
build a bright future  for our new 
generations.  A nation could pros-
per  only when there is peace and 
unity.  All parties should unite and 
work towards  a common  goal. 
Here, the term “parties” does not 
mean only the political parties.  
Those armed groups  that have not 
yet signed the National Ceasefire 
Accord, too, should  join hands  
with other national brethren to 
move our Union forward  and re-
gain our old glories and prestige 
that we once enjoyed.

Tin Aung
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Europe is the cradle of 
democracy, the center of 
western civilization and the 

origin of many scientific innova-
tions. Being a European has every 
reason to be proud of. On the other 
hand it was also a flash point for 
many armed conflicts like Napole-
onic wars, thirty-year war, Crimean 
war and most infamous two world 
wars. Therefore in the 1950s post-
war period, all the European leaders 
gathered and promoted the concept 
of collective security and European 
integration. As a result European 
Union, European parliament, Eu-
ropean council, single monetary 
system of Euro and single European 
community without border check 
points and passport control were set 
up successfully. Greece financial 
crisis was solved and Crimean 
crisis was contained with true 
European spirit. All other regional 
organizations like Asean have to 
look up to European Union with a 
lot of admiration.

But the new and unprecedent-
ed challenges of the 21st century like 
the threat of the Islamic State of 
Iraq and Syria (ISIS) has eroded the 
essence of European spirit. Europe 
is also the pioneer of human rights 
and it always upholds the principle 
and spirit of Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR 1948). 
But the recent events showed that 
some European countries are trying 
to walk away from that path of de-
mocracy, human rights and single 
European community in favor of 
their own national interest. In fact 
for the first time since the fall of 
Berlin wall, Europe is in dilemma 
between liberalism and realism.

Myanmar is a country on 
the turbulent path to democratic 
transition. We need to learn a lot 
about the origin, current situations 
and future direction of European 
migrant crisis so that we can draw 
valuable lessons for our nation 
building works and democratiza-
tion process. We need to balance 
between liberalism and realism as 
well as be able to adjust between 
democratization and stability of 
state. 

The root of European migrant 
crisis stemmed from grand strategic 
plan of successive United States 
governments. They want to play a 
game between the middle powers 
of Middle East and North Africa 
(MENA) region so that they can sit 
on the world’s richest oil and gas 
reserve perpetually to secure ener-
gy supply for their economies and 
those of their allies. In MENA re-
gion, there are only Egypt, Iran, Iraq 

and Turkey that stand as the united 
and sovereign states since the era 
before the Christ. In other parts of 
the region, nomadic Bedouin tribes 
went around in the desert without 
forming any coherent societies or 
institutions. British made the arbi-
trary demarcation and divided that 
region as several independent states 
after decolonization. But most of 
them cannot form strong political 
institutions and ruled as a Sultan-
ate. According to the theories of 
political science, these Sultanistic 
regimes are most unfavourable can-
didates for democratic transition. 
The tension between Sunni and 
Shiite groups dated back since the 
time of Prophet Mohammed and 
is another insurmountable obstacle 
for peaceful democratic principle 
of unity among diversity.

Since the discovery of the 
large oil and gas reserve under 
their desert, this region became the 
unlucky geostrategic pivot of suc-
cessive United States governments 
who care more about their profit 
and care little about the ethnic and 
religious fault lines of the region. 
When they tired of power game 
after the fall of Communism, the 
United States governments change 
the tactics to the method of regimen 
change under cover of democracy 
and human rights. The chosen tar-
gets were Myanmar, North Korea, 
Iran, Iraq and Cuba. The unlucky 
Iraq was conquered within three 
weeks in 2003 war but the plan for 
creation of stable and democratic 
Iraq was a total disaster for succes-
sive the United States government 
until the present President Obama 
administration. Postwar Iraq was 
ripe in every aspect for all forms of 
armed conflicts from suicide bomb-
ing to guerilla warfare. Hundreds of 
thousands of innocent Iraqi people 
were killed and millions more were 
made homeless since George W. 
Bush declared that major combat 
operations are over in Iraq in 2003. 
As we have seen now, Iraq becomes 
the perfect fertile training ground 
for the notorious Islamic State of 
Iraq & Syria (ISIS) terrorist group.

Since nobody is willing to 
learn from the mistakes made in 
Iraq by United States government 
under George W. Bush adminis-
tration, Syria, Libya and Yemen 
successively became victims 
of combined assault of forceful 
western style democratization and 
regimen change policy covertly 
named as infamous Arab Spring 
movement. Egypt narrowly es-
caped from that disaster under the 
stewardship of their courageous 
and vigilant leaders. The human se-
curity situation of Iraq, Syria, Libya 
and Yemen are now appalling. 
Christian minorities are displaced 
and beheaded. Women are raped 

and sold as slaves. Children are 
used as suicide bombers. Christian 
churches and Shiite Mosque are 
bombed to the rubbles. Invaluable 
cultural monuments which are the 
milestones of history of mankind 
were destroyed. All the atrocities 
committed by ISIS group fulfill the 
United Nations definition of ethnic 
cleansing, genocide, war crime 
and crime against humanities. 
What is more appalling is that the 
reaction of the United Nations to 
these atrocities is almost unheard 
of. Where is the principle and 
practice of Right to Protection 
(R2P) and timely intervention? 
Nobody knows what went wrong 
with the world’s prestigious and 
most reliable international body 
responsible for peace and prosper-
ity worldwide. Why is the United 
States government dragging its 
feet to wipe out ISIS in spite of 

so many tragedies costing a lot of 
innocent lives?

The final outcome of these 
tragedies is the innocent people 
from the MENA region including 
the women and children have no 
choice but to cross the turbulent 
Mediterranean Sea to reach the 
safe European shore. The sorrowful 
images of the bodies of children are 
captured and frantically spread by 
the media causing a lot of head-
ache for European leaders. ISIS is 
achieving enormous strategic gain 
from the European migrant crisis 
in every moment. Undoubtedly 
there will be a lot of ISIS cadre 
among the immigrants paving 
way for their grand strategic aim 
of European conquest in near 
future. The more unstable become 
the MENA region, the wider their 
sphere of influence and the more 
recruits were available for them. 
Days after days, ISIS become the 
icon for those youths worldwide 
both men and women who want to 
seek adventure and risk their lives 
for religious cause. Many youths 
in Europe, Asia and America are 
boarding the plane in order to join 
ISIS camps in Syria. 

The crisis of boat people 
is not new for Myanmar. Only 
a few months ago, the United 
Nations, Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation (OIC), United States 
government and some of their al-
lies conveniently put the blame on 
Myanmar government for the boat 
people crisis in the Bay of Bengal 
and Andaman Sea. In fact those 
people are not from Myanmar but 
the victims of human trafficking 
network in the region spreading 
from Dhaka and Chittagong to Pen-
ang and Kuala Lampur. The voice 
became silence only after showing 
concrete evidence that they are 
just Bangladeshi citizen fallen as 
the victims of human trafficking. 
This is the warning call and just 
the beginning of coming disasters 
which Myanmar has to solve in near 
future. Disaster must be anticipated 
and plan must be drawn. Prepara-

tion must be made and crisis must 
be contained immediately before 
the massive media onslaught.

Geostrategic position of a 
country and its natural resources 
are like double-edged swords. If 
properly utilized, these things can 
bring out the sustainable develop-
ment of the country. Otherwise they 
are like magnets for the imperialist 
or colonialist whose eyes greedily 
set on those resources. If they don’t 
have the oil and gas reserve under 
their desert, the people in MENA 
region may not be rich but their 
lives would be more peaceful than 
now. If the Kaddafi signed his oil 
and gas contract with American 
and European companies, he would 
be a loyal ally of western powers 
and can sit on the throne like Saudi 
sultans forever. If the Syria does 
not possess Mediterranean port 
of Tartus for Russian navy, it will 
not be a target of regimen change 
policy of western powers. So for 
Myanmar which occupies the 
important geostrategic position 
of Asia in 21st century and has 
abundant natural resources, these 
advantages can bring in bad omen 
unfortunately if we are not clever 

enough. Therefore the dilemma 
is whether to extract the natural 
resources to get enough capital 
for our economy or reserve these 
resources for the future and used 
as an instrument of power game. 
It is a very difficult and million 
dollar question. 

Since even the more prosper-
ous European countries are now 
trying to walk away from the spirit 
of single European community by 
erecting border fencing, setting 
up passport control and border 
blockade, we need to learn that 
realism and the national interest is 
the ultimate winner at the end of 
the day. Not every government can 
afford to risk the responsibility of 
safeguarding the wellbeing of the 
citizen, maintaining social harmo-
ny in the country and protecting its 
future generation by accepting the 
immigrants. That is the bloody truth 
of realism theory.

The world has seen the histori-
cal process of industrial revolution, 
creation of bourgeois class, the 
rise of communism in the hope 
of terminating the exploitation of 
labour by capitalist class. Finally 
democratic society is the dream 
of every people in the world of 21st 
century. But the path to that destiny 
is not always the same for every 
country. The national character of 
the recipient people must be taken 
into the account. In the MENA 
region there is irreconcilable divide 
between Sunni and Shiite sect of 
Islam. The religious and ethnic 
fault lines among the Arab society 
are so huge that democracy cannot 
bridge these divides. In fact the 
hasty democratization upset the 
fine balance between two religious 
groups creating the power vacuum 
which eventually was filled by 
terrorist networks. As we have 
learnt the lessons from Arab spring, 
western democracy is not a panacea 
for every country. Democratization 
of Iraq by regimen change tactics 
is now in 12th year and Arab spring 
is in 5th year. Everybody knows 
for sure that which direction these 
countries are heading. It is obvious 
that democratic transition of Myan-
mar is not a copycat movement. It 
is homegrown formula after taking 
into account of so many internal 
and external factors like historical 
development of our country includ-
ing the battle for the independence, 
national character of Myanmar 
people, geopolitical importance of 
the country in the region, numerous 
ethnic diversity of our people and 
the world’s longest running civil in-
volving many armed ethnic groups. 
After all it is designed to strike a 
truly practical balance between 
democratic principle and political 
stability of the state. That is why 
nobody can deny that democratic 
transition of Myanmar is definitely 
way ahead of Arab spring.

European dilemma, Arab spring and lessons for Myanmar

“Democratic transition of Myanmar is not 
a copycat movement. It is homegrown 
formula after taking into account of so 
many internal and external factors like 
historical development of our country 
including the battle for the independence, 
national character of Myanmar people, 
geopolitical importance of the country in 
the region, numerous ethnic diversity of 
our people and the world’s longest running 
civil involving many armed ethnic groups.”

Thiha Zaw 
(Nay Pyi Taw)

(Opinions expressed here are those of the author.)
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sities across the country this week, 
taking the ruling African National 
Congress (ANC) by surprise.

On Wednesday, riot police 
threw stun grenades at students 
who stormed the parliament pre-
cinct in Cape Town as Finance 
Minister Nhlanhla Nene delivered 
his interim budget in which he 
painted a gloomy outlook for Afri-
ca’s most advanced economy.

Thousands of students from 
Wits and the University of Johan-
nesburg marched through South 
Africa’s commercial capital on 
Thursday and gathered outside 
Luthuli House, the headquarters 
of the ANC where they handed a 
list of demands to the ruling party’s 
Secretary General Gwede Man-
tashe.

In Cape Town, students 
marched in the city on Thursday 
and engaged police in skirmishes 
as officers fired stun grenades.

Low growth since a 2009 re-
cession has forced the government 
to keep a lid on spending, meaning 
that it has little spare cash to offer 
students in the form of enhanced 
subsidies.

Analysts say loosening the 
purse strings could also encourage 
other sectors of society to push for 
greater government assistance.

South Africa has a mil-
lion students in further educa-
tion, a figure that the ANC wants  
to increase to 1.5 million by 
2030.—Reuters

South African students march in capital ahead of Zuma meeting

Students sit in protest during a mass demonstration on the steps of Jameson Hall at the University of Cape Town, on 22 October  2015. Photo: Reuters

JERUSALEM — Palestinian  
factions called for mass rallies 
against Israel in the occupied 
West Bank and East Jerusalem 
in a “day of rage” on Friday, 
as world and regional powers 
pressed on with talks to try to end 
more than three weeks of blood-
shed.

Hours after the announce-
ments, a Palestinian stabbed and 
wounded an Israeli soldier in the 
West Bank, before being shot and 
wounded by other troops, the Is-
raeli military said, part of a wave 
of violence that has killed around 
60 people. US Secretary of State 
John Kerry said he was cautious-
ly optimistic there was a way of 
defusing the tensions after hold-
ing four hours of talks with Israe-
li Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu in Berlin on Thursday.

Israeli authorities also lift-
ed restrictions on Friday that 
had banned men aged under 40 
from using the flashpoint al-Aq-
sa mosque compound in Jerusa-
lem’s Old City — a move seen as 
a bid to ease Muslim anger.

One of the worst waves of 
street violence in years was trig-
gered in part by Palestinian an-
ger over what they see as Jewish 
encroachment on the compound, 
Islam’s third holiest site, which is 
also revered by Jews as the loca-
tion of two ancient temples.

The calls for mass protests 
were backed by both Palestin-

ian militant group Hamas and 
the Fatah movement of West-
ern-backed President Mahmoud 
Abbas, as well as other factions.

Hamas, the Islamist move-
ment which controls the Gaza 
Strip, issued a statement calling 
on “angry Palestinians to take 
part in the mass rallies at the Fri-
day of rage and new confronta-
tion against occupation (Israeli) 
soldiers.”

The Palestinians seek a state 
in East Jerusalem, the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip, territories Is-
rael captured in the 1967 Middle 
East war. 

While the political factions 
have been active in calling for 
protests, the stabbings and shoot-
ings mostly have been carried out 
by “lone wolf” attackers, some 
inspired by social media post-
ings.

Fifty Palestinians, half of 
them assailants, have been shot 
dead at the scene of attacks or 
during demonstrations in the 
West Bank and Gaza since 1 Oc-
tober. Nine Israelis have been 
stabbed or shot dead over the 
same period.

One Israeli was killed by 
soldiers who mistook him for an 
attacker, and an Eritrean migrant 
was beaten and shot dead by a 
crowd of Israelis who thought he 
had taken part in a shooting.

Kerry was expected to hold 
meetings on Saturday with Am-

man Abbas and Jordan’s King 
Abdullah, who has a role as a 
custodian of the Muslim holy 
sites in Jerusalem. One of Ker-
ry’s goals is to reinforce the sta-
tus quo at Al Aqsa, which has 
long banned non-Muslim prayer 
at the site. Netanyahu says Isra-
el has not changed the status quo 
and has no intention of doing so.

On Thursday Israeli po-
lice said an Israeli who went on 
a stabbing rampage two weeks 
ago, wounding four Arabs in the 
southern town of Dimona, would 
be charged with aggravated as-
sault rather than terrorism-relat-
ed charges. At the time, Israeli 
politicians described the Israeli’s 
actions as “terrorism” and said he 
should be treated like any other 
attacker. The lesser charges are 
likely to fuel the sense among 
Palestinians that Israel applies 
double standards.

Palestinians are also angry 
at what they see as excessive 
use of force by Israeli police and 
soldiers, with many attackers 
shot dead at the scene when they 
might have been detained.

The European Union’s sen-
ior diplomat Federica Mogher-
ini said the “Quartet” of Middle 
East peace mediators would meet 
in Vienna on Friday to urge Is-
raeli and Palestinian leaders to 
tone down their rhetoric and 
calm down the situation on the 
ground.—Reuters

Palestinian factions call for ‘day of rage’

PRETORIA — Thousands of 
South African students demanding 
lower university fees gathered on 
Friday for a march on the historic 
seat of government in Pretoria, a 
sign of the post-apartheid ‘Born 

Free’ generation flexing its politi-
cal muscles.

Student leaders are due to 
meet President Jacob Zuma and 
university professors at the Union 
Buildings to press their case, argu-

ing that the costs of tuition are too 
high for many blacks, perpetuating 
South Africa’s racial inequalities.

Tuition fees vary across dif-
ferent universities, but can run 
as high as 60,000 rand ($4,500) 

for medical students in a country 
where white households earn six 
times more than black households, 
according to official figures.

Protests — some of them vio-
lent — have broken out at univer-

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s Defence 
Ministry was not informed 
about a joint US and Kurdish 
military operation that rescued 
69 prisoners held by Islamic 
State, a ministry spokesman said 
on Friday.

“We just heard this from 
the media, we didn’t know 
about it,” General Tahsin Ibra-
him Sadiq told Reuters.

“It was just the peshmerga 
(Kurdish forces) and the Amer-
icans, and the Ministry of De-
fence didn’t have any idea about 
that.”

Sadiq said ministry officials 
were meeting representatives of 
the US-led coalition in Baghdad 
on Friday to learn more about 
the operation, the most signifi-
cant raid against Islamic State in 
months.

Initial reports said Thurs-
day’s operation near the north-
ern town of Hawija had freed 
Kurdish hostages, but officials 
later confirmed the detainees 
were Arabs, including around 
20 members of the Iraqi securi-
ty forces. The others were local 
residents and Islamic State fight-
ers that the group had accused of 
spying, said a US official.

The prisoners were about to 
be executed and dumped in four 
mass graves, the official said.

Islamic State holds hos-
tages in similar detention cen-

tres across the sprawling lands 
it controls in northern Iraq and 
neighbouring Syria. The jihadist 
group also regularly executes 
people it accuses of various 
crimes including spying for the 
Iraqis or foreign powers.

It was not immediately 
clear why these particular hos-
tages triggered a potentially 
risky rescue mission.

Long-standing enmity be-
tween Arabs and Kurds, who 
aspire for greater autonomy 
in their northern region, have 
complicated efforts to unify the 
battle against Islamic State mil-
itants.

During a recent visit to 
Iraq, US Marine General Jo-
seph Dunford, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, called for 
changes to Iraq’s fragmented 
security structure. The securi-
ty forces are now divided, with 
different commanders speaking 
to the United States on behalf of 
Iraq’s army, its militias, police 
and Kurdish peshmerga.

A CIA spokesman declined 
to comment on the suggestion 
that the rescued hostages had 
connections to the US govern-
ment.

The Pentagon’s press sec-
retary said the operation did 
not mark a change in US tac-
tics in the war on Islamic State  
militants.—Reuters

Baghdad not informed of US 
special forces raid : Ministry
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Lack of sleep linked to risk factors 
for diabetes and heart disease

A businessman takes a mid-day nap in the lobby of a midtown hotel in 
the Manhattan borough of New York.  Photo: Reuters

New York  —  People who 
get less than six hours of sleep a 
night may be more likely to have 
risk factors that increase their 
odds of diabetes, heart disease 
and strokes, a Korean study sug-
gests. 

This combination of risk 
factors — including high blood 
sugar, high cholesterol, extra fat 
around the midsection, high 
blood pressure and excess 
amounts of fats in the blood — is 
known as metabolic syndrome.

“The ‘short’ sleepers should 
be aware of the risks of develop-
ing metabolic syndrome, which 
could lead them to suffer from 
life threatening and chronic dis-
eases,” lead author Dr. Jang 
Young Kim of Yonsei Universi-
ty in South Korea said by email. 

Kim’s team followed about 
2,600 adults for more than two 
years and found that participants 
who didn’t get at least six hours 
of sleep a night were 41 percent 
more likely to develop metabolic 
syndrome than individuals who 
got six to eight hours of shuteye.

The findings are drawn from 

two lifestyle surveys that includ-
ed questions about sleep habits. 
The surveys were administered 
once between 2005 and 2008 and 
again sometime between 2008 
and 2011. Study participants 
also underwent medical exams 
and shared their medical history. 

After an average follow-up 
of 2.6 years, about 560 people in 
the study, or 22 percent of partic-
ipants, developed metabolic syn-
drome, according to the results 
in the journal Sleep. 

Short sleep duration was 
linked to about 30 percent in-
creased risk of high blood sugar 
and excess belly fat, as well as 
56 percent higher odds of hyper-
tension, compared to those who 
slept longer.  

One shortcoming of the 
study is its reliance on partici-

pants to accurately recall and re-
port on their sleep habits, medi-
cal conditions and lifestyle 
behaviors, the authors acknowl-
edge. It also lacked data on the 
quality of sleep.

Still, the findings are con-
sistent with other studies that 
have found an association be-
tween sleep duration, cardiovas-
cular disease and metabolic syn-
drome, said Kristen Knutson, a 
sleep researcher at the Universi-
ty of Chicago who wasn’t in-
volved in the study. 

“The strength of this study 
is that it is a prospective study, 
which means short sleep was as-
sociated with the development of 
metabolic syndrome,” Knutson 
said by email. “This is important 
because the sleep duration was 
measured before the people had 
the disease.”

To avoid the ill effects of in-
sufficient sleep, patients should 
take a close look at their daily 
routines and make sure they al-
low enough time in their sched-
ule for rest, Knutson said. 

Some things like time for 
work, school or childcare may 
not be optional, but other things 
like time for television or movies 
might be replaced with more 
rest.

“We don’t know yet if it is 
possible to reverse the effects” 
of too little sleep, Knutson add-
ed. “Still, adopting a healthy 
lifestyle which includes appro-
priate sleep, a healthy diet and 
sufficient exercise will be bene-
ficial to your health.”—Reuters

A skull from a mass grave is seen in Bateni, Russia, in Central 
Asia’s Altai mountains. Photo: Reuters

‘Black Death’ germ has 
afflicted humankind 
longer than suspected
WASHINGTON — The plague 
germ that caused the “Black 
Death” in the 14th century and 
other ferocious pandemics has 
stalked humankind far longer 
than previously known.

A study unveiled on Thurs-
day of DNA from Bronze Age 
people in Europe and Asia 
showed the bacterium, Yersinia 
pestis, afflicted humans as long 
ago as about 2800 BC, more 
than 3,000 years earlier than the 
oldest previous evidence of 
plague.

The plague has killed un-
told millions of people over the 
centuries in pandemic flares 
that reshaped human society.

“It seems to have started 
impacting human populations 
over large geographical scales 
way earlier than we thought,” 
said evolutionary geneticist 
Eske Willerslev of the Univer-
sity of Copenhagen and Uni-
versity of Cambridge.

They studied DNA from 
the teeth of 101 people from six 
sites: three in Russia, one in Po-
land, one in Estonia and one in 
Armenia. Seven had evidence 
of Yersinia pestis infection.

The researchers also 
tracked the timing of a pivotal 
event in plague evolution, a 
mutation that made the germ 
capable of being transmitted by 
fleas. They found Yersinia pes-
tis with this mutation in a per-
son who died in Armenia in 
about 951 BC, the most recent 
of the 101 studied.

The study, published in the 
journal Cell, showed plague 

was widespread across Europe 
and Asia during the Bronze 
Age. The oldest evidence of in-
fection was found in the DNA 
of people from about 2782 BC 
and 2794 BC buried in a mass 
grave in Bateni, Russia, in Cen-
tral Asia’s Altai mountains.

Previously, the oldest evi-
dence of plague came from 
about 540 AD in Germany, 
Technical University of Den-
mark geneticist Simon Rasmus-
sen said.

“The Bronze Age plague 
represents an intermediate state 
where it had not yet evolved the 
capabilities to be transmitted by 
fleas or cause bubonic plague. 
However, it was still able to 
cause septicemic and pneumon-
ic plague,” Rasmussen added.

Septicemic plague infec-
tion is confined to the blood. In 
bubonic plague, it infects lym-
phatic tissue. In pneumonic 
plague, it spreads to the lungs 
and can be transmitted per-
son-to-person via droplets.

The germ was spread 
mainly by such human-to-hu-
man contact until a genetic mu-
tation allowed it to survive in 
fleas’ guts, choking their diges-
tive tract and causing them to 
bite anything they can, wildly 
spreading plague.

Yersinia pestis caused  
two of humankind’s deadliest 
pandemics: the 6th century  
Justinian Plague, named for  
the Byzantine emperor who 
was sickened but survived,  
and the 14th century “Black 
Death.”—Reuters“We don’t know yet if it is possible to 

reverse the effects of too little sleep.”
Kristen Knutson

A sleep researcher at the University of Chicago

Chemical in bananas may help fight 
many deadly viruses: study
WASHINGTON — A banana a 
day may not keep the doctor away, 
but a substance originally found in 
bananas and carefully edited by 
scientists could someday fight off 
a wide range of viruses, including 
those that cause AIDS, hepatitis C, 
and even flu, an international team 
of researchers said Thursday.

The new research, published 
in the US journal Cell, focused on 
a protein called banana lectin, or 
BanLec, that “reads” the sugars on 
the outside of both viruses and 
cells.

Five years ago, scientists 
showed the protein can inhibit 
HIV infection by binding to sugars 
on the surface of the AIDS virus, 
and blocking its entry to the body, 
but it also caused side effects that 
limited its potential use.

Now, researchers from Ger-
many, Ireland, Canada, Belgium 
and the United States reported 
how they created a new form of 
BanLec that still fights viruses in 
mice, but doesn’t have a property 
that causes irritation and unwanted 
inflammation.

They succeeded in peeling 
apart these two functions by care-
fully studying the molecule in 
many ways, and pinpointing the 
tiny part that triggered side effects.

Then, the team engineered a 
new version of BanLec, called 
H84T, by slightly changing the 
gene that acts as the instruction 
manual for building it.

The result is a form of Ban-
Lec that worked against the virus-
es that cause AIDS, hepatitis C 
and influenza in tests in tissue and 

blood samples, without causing 
inflammation.

The researchers also showed 
that H84T BanLec protected mice 
from getting infected by flu virus.

“What we’ve done is exciting 
because there is potential for Ban-
Lec to develop into a broad spec-
trum antiviral agent, something 
that is not clinically available to 
physicians and patients right 
now,” David Markovitz, co-senior 
author of the new paper, said in a 
statement.

“But it’s also exciting to have 
created it by engineering a lectin 
molecule for the first time, by un-
derstanding and then targeting the 
structure,” said Markovitz, a pro-
fessor of internal medicine at the 
University of Michigan Medical 
School.—Xinhua
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Migrants board buses after their evacuation from the Lycee Jean Quarre, an empty secondary school occuiped by hundred of migrants and asylum 
seekers in the 19th district in Paris, France, on 23 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

Paris police start moving migrants out of school
PARIS — Police started moving 
hundreds of refugees and mi-
grants out of a decommissioned 
secondary school in Paris early 
on Friday, ending a four-month 
stand-off over their use of the 
building.

Officers cordoned off the 
area before dawn as the inhabit-
ants, including refugees from Af-
ghanistan, Eritrea and other trou-
ble spots, gathered calmly in the 
school grounds waiting for buses 
to pick them up.

Police at the scene declined 
to comment on the operation or 
say where the migrants were go-
ing.

About 100 migrants moved 
into the empty Lycee Jean-Quarre 
building in the capital’s northern 
19th arrondissement in July and 
numbers soon climbed to more 
than 700.

In September, a French court 
gave them a month to leave the 
premises, which city authorities 
had been hoping to renovate to 
turn into a temporary shelter for 
migrants and, eventually, a li-
brary.

European leaders have strug-
gled to agree on a strategy to deal 
with a surge of people arriving at 
their borders from Syria and other 
war-ravaged regions in the Mid-
dle East and Africa. —Reuters

BEIJING — Relations between 
the Chinese and US navies are 
their “best in history” and ex-
changes between the two will 
become more systematic in the 
future, China’s military on Fri-
day cited the country’s naval 
chief as telling visiting US of-
ficers.

The comments by navy 
chief Wu Shengli come as 
Washington considers con-
ducting freedom-of-navigation 
operations within 12 nautical 
miles of artificial islands China 
has built in the disputed South 
China Sea, without saying when 
it would do so. Such a move 
would likely infuriate Beijing.

Both China and the Unit-
ed States had worked hard to 
increase military interaction, 
holding joint drills and agreeing 
rules on encounters at sea and 
in the air, Wu said, according to 
the official People’s Liberation 
Army Daily.

“At present, relations be-
tween the Chinese and US na-
vies are at their best time in 

history,” Wu was cited as say-
ing. “Exchanges and commu-
nications are more trusting and 
effective.”

This has not come easily 
though, and is the result of hard 
work by both sides, he added.

“In the future, exchanges 
between frontline forces from 
both countries will gradually 
become more systematic,” Wu 
said.

There was no mention of 
the South China Sea.

The US naval delegation 
Wu met earlier this week visited 
China’s sole aircraft carrier.

The military’s newspaper 
said they also visited a subma-
rine school and a command col-
lege.

China-US relations have 
become increasingly strained 
over Beijing’s territorial claims 
in the South China Sea, through 
which $5 trillion in ship-borne 
trade passes every year. Viet-
nam, the Philippines, Malaysia, 
Taiwan and Brunei also have 
claims in the area.—Reuters

China says naval 
ties with US  
‘best in history’COLOMBO — Sri Lankan police 

have detained 11 people, most of 
them soldiers or former soldiers, 
in a widening probe into the dis-
appearance of a cartoonist that 
has become a test case of the new 
government’s resolve to address 
human rights abuses.

Prageeth Eknaligoda, a fierce 
critic of former president Mahin-
da Rajapakse, went missing near 
Colombo more than five years 
ago, triggering allegations from 
his wife and rights activists that he 
had been abducted by government 
agents.

At the time of his disappear-
ance in January 2010, Eknaligoda 
was working on a story on the 
alleged use of cluster bombs by 
Sri Lanka’s military in the final 
months of the war against the Lib-

eration Tigers of Tamil Eelam, his 
colleagues said.

The military has denied any 
such use.

New President Maithripala 
Sirisena has vowed to prosecute 
members of the previous adminis-
tration for abuse of power and the 
first arrests in the high-profile case 
were made in August, a police of-
ficial said.

Army spokesman Jayanath 
Jayaweera said four of the de-
tained men were serving soldiers 
while the rest were ex-soldiers 
and informers employed by the 
military.

“It has been disclosed during 
the investigations these 11 peo-
ple had taken Prageeth to a camp. 
Last week they were taken to this 
camp and questioned,” police 

spokesman Ruwan Gunasekera 
said. Sri Lanka is under the global 
spotlight after a United Nations 
probe found that both the Sri Lan-
kan government and Tamil Tiger 
separatists committed war crimes 
including mass killings of civil-
ians in the 26-year-long war that 
ended in 2009.

Eknaligoda’s case could set a 
precedent for prosecution of war 
crimes, especially against serving 
members who have been beyond 
the reach of the law for their role 
in the conflict, activists say.

A spokesman for the military 
said it was fully cooperating with 
the police investigation. The mil-
itary had withdrawn all privileges 
of the detained men, spokesman 
Jayaweera said, pending the in-
vestigation.—Reuters

Sri Lanka detains soldiers in 
case of missing cartoonist

Suicide bombing kills at least 10 in Nigeria
MAIDUGURI — At least 10  
people were killed and 11 wound-
ed on Friday in a suicide attack at 
a mosque in northeastern Nige-
ria’s Borno state, hospital sources 
said.

Borno state is the birthplace 
of the Boko Haram insurgency 
and has been the focus of attacks 
by suspected members of the 

militant Islamist group that have 
killed around 1,000 people since 
President Muhammadu Buhari 
took office in May.

A suicide bombing during 
dawn prayers at a mosque in the 
state capital Maiduguri killed at 
least 10 people, a hospital source 
said. Abdulkadir Ibrahim, spokes-
man of the National relief agency, 

put the death toll at 6. Another 
hospital source said 11 people had 
been wounded.

No one has claimed respon-
sibility for the attacks but Ibra-
him blamed the jihadi movement, 
which has been trying to carve out 
a state in the northeast of Afri-
ca’s most populous country since 
2009.—Reuters
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BAY INFERENCE: Weather is partly cloudy in the An-
daman Sea and South Bay and generally fair elsewhere in 
the Bay of Bengal.
FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE 
24th October, 2015: Rain or thundershowers will be iso-
lated in Taninthayi Region, Kachin and Shan State and 
weather will be partly cloudy in the remaining Regions 
and States. Degree of certainty is (80%).
STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be slight to moderate in 
Myanmar waters.
OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Con-
tinuation of rain or thundershowers in Taninthayi Region.
FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 24th October, 2015: Generally 
Fair.
FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOUR-
ING AREA FOR 24th October, 2015: Partly cloudy.
FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 24th October, 2015: Generally 
Fair.
WEATHER OUTLOOK FOR WEEKEND: Weather 
will be partly cloudy in Yangon and Mandalay Regions.

Weather report

Email: thantunaungnlm@gmail.com/Phone: (01) 860 4532

ADVERTISE WITH US!
-	 We are Myanmar’s highest-circulating English language daily newspaper

- 	 We offer competitive ad rates

-	 Your ad will be seen by a wide and influential readership

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV BANGSRIMAUNG VOY NO (134)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV BANGS-
RIMAUNG VOY NO (134) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 24.10.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of A.I.p.t-1 where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S WONGSAMUT OCEAN 
SHIPPING CO LTD.

Phone No: 2301186

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV UBC CHILE VOY NO (76)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV UBC CHILE 
VOY NO (76) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 25.10.2015 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of M.I.T.T (3) where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byel-
aws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S MERIDIAN SHIPPING 
AGENCIES PTE LTD.

Phone No: 2301186

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV ANAN BHUM VOY NO (144N)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV ANAN 

BHUM VOY NO (144N) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 24.10.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S COSCO CONTAINER LINES
Phone No: 2301185

More information on the terms of reference for the 
above position can be accessed via www.asean.
org/opportunities/vacancies.

If interested, please send your application to 
asean.hr@asean.org highlighting your suitability 
and potential contribution to the position together with 
a detailed CV, including a recent passport-sized 
photograph, certified true copies of educational 
certificates obtained and completed Employment 
Application Form which can be downloaded at 
www.asean.org.

Incomplete applications will not be considered.

SENIOR OFFICER
STRATEGIC PLANNING & 
COORDINATION DIVISION

THE ASEAN SECRETARIAT 
INVITES ASEAN NATIONALS 
TO APPLY FOR THE POSITION OF:

LONDON — British 
broadband provider Talk-
Talk said a cyber attack 
on its website could have 
led to the theft of private 
data from its more than 4 
million customers, in what 
would be one of the biggest 
such breaches of personal 
information in the country.

The firm said late on 
Thursday that investiga-
tions were ongoing, but 
there was a chance names, 
addresses, dates of birth, 
phone numbers, email ad-
dresses, TalkTalk account 
details, credit card details 
and/or bank details were 
compromised.

“Potentially this could 
affect all of our custom-
ers. I don’t know for cer-

tain, which is why we are 
taking the precaution of 
reaching out to everyone,” 
CEO Dido Harding told the 
BBC.

The attack is poten-
tially one of the biggest 
and most damaging to hit 
a British company, and 
comes after several high 
profile cases in North 
America. The details of 
millions of customers of 
infidelity website Ashley 
Madison were leaked in 
August after a massive 
cyber assault, while Sony 
Corp’s film studios were 
hit in November 2014.

The attack is the third 
to hit TalkTalk this year, 
and experts said it would 
damage the reputation of 

Nashville — One 
person was killed and two 
others were wounded by 
gunfire on the campus of 
Tennessee State Univer-
sity in Nashville late on 
Thursday, police said.

The shootings, which 
occurred just before 11 
p.m. local time, appeared 
to have stemmed from a 
dispute over a dice game 
in an outdoor courtyard, 
the Metropolitan Nashville 
Police Department said.

The male who died 
was not enrolled at the 
school, a university 
spokeswoman said. Po-
lice have not said wheth-
er the other individuals 
involved were students 
or visiting the campus. It 
was unclear if a suspect 
was in custody.

The three gunshot 
victims were transported 
to Vanderbilt Universi-
ty Medical Centre, said 
Tanya Stone, operations 
supervisor for the Metro 
Nashville emergency com-
munication center.

The two who survived 
had injuries not considered 
life-threatening, the Ten-
nessean newspaper report-
ed. Last week, three people 
were shot and wounded 
during a large house party 
near the Tennessee State 
University campus.

The incidents come 
amid a string of gun vi-
olence at or near several 
US schools in October, 
including deadly incidents 
on the campus of North-
ern Arizona University in 
Flagstaff and adjacent to 
Texas Southern University 
in Houston. —Reuters

One killed, 
two hurt in 
Tennessee 
college 
shooting

UK’s TalkTalk says cyber attack 
could affect 4 million customers

A woman walks past a company logo outside a TalkTalk 
building in London, Britain on 23 October 2015. 
Photo: Reuters

the company, which com-
petes with bigger rivals BT, 
Virgin Media and Sky.

“Their brand will be 
damaged and their custom-
ers will say it is the final 
straw,” said computer se-
curity expert Graham Clu-
ley.

Shares in TalkTalk, 
which had fallen 7 percent 
since the group’s websites 
went down on Wednesday, 
fell another 8.5 percent on 
Friday morning to a two-
year low of 238 pence.

Some customers took to 
Twitter to vent their anger.

“I see #talktalk has 
been hacked again, seri-
ously need to go to an-
other provider, especially 
as I find out via BBC and 
not TalkTalk,” said Car-
diff-based user Lan.

The Metropolitan Po-
lice said its cyber crime 
unit was investigating an 
alleged data theft from a 
telecommunications web-
site, without giving details.

Personal data includ-
ing names, addresses and 
phone numbers were stolen 
from TalkTalk at the start 
of the year, and in August 
servers owned by Carphone 
Warehouse, the retailer 
which founded TalkTalk, 
were attacked, potentially 
affecting 480,000 TalkTalk 
mobile customers.

A spokeswoman said 
Wednesday’s attack was 
the first time TalkTalk’s 
own servers had been sub-
jected to a sustained exter-
nal attack.—Reuters
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British author JK Rowling. Photo: Reuters

LONDON — A new play that 
opens in London next summer 
will pick up the story of Harry 
Potter where the seventh and final 
volume of JK Rowling’s saga left 
off, with a plot involving a grown-
up Harry and the youngest of his 
three children, Albus.

“Harry Potter and the Cursed 
Child”, based on a new story 
part-written by Rowling, opens 
at the Palace Theatre in London’s 
West End district on 30 July, 
2016, publicists for the production 
said on Friday.

The story takes place 19 years 
after Harry’s final showdown with 
the dark wizard Lord Voldemort, 
described in “Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows”, the seventh 
book. 

Now an overworked employ-
ee of the Ministry of Magic with 
three school-age children, Harry 
“grapples with a past that refuses 
to stay where it belongs”, a state-
ment about the new play said.

Meanwhile, Albus, named 
after Harry’s old headmaster and 
mentor Albus Dumbledore, strug-
gles with the weight of the family 
legacy.

“As past and present fuse om-
inously, both father and son learn 
the uncomfortable truth: some-
times, darkness comes from unex-

pected places,” the publicists said.
The play will be in two parts 

which are intended to be seen in 
order on the same day, or on two 
consecutive evenings. An initial 
16 weeks of performances will go 
on sale in the first booking period, 
which starts on 30 October.

Publicists have been releas-

ing a drip-drip of information over 
several months in what appears 
to be a strategy to tantalise fans, 
although commercial success for 
the venture looks extremely likely 
regardless of any marketing ef-
forts.

So far everything connected 
to Harry Potter has turned to gold. 

Rowling’s books have sold over 
450 million copies and been trans-
lated into 78 languages, while the 
eight-part film franchise based on 
the books grossed more than $7 
billion at the worldwide box of-
fice.

The new story was a collab-
oration between Rowling, script-

writer Jack Thorne and theatre 
director John Tiffany, who has 
won awards in London and New 
York for his work on the musical 
“Once”.

“The story only exists be-
cause the right group of people 
came together with a brilliant idea 
about how to present Harry Potter 
on stage,” Rowling was quoted as 
saying.

“I’m confident that when au-
diences see ‘Harry Potter and the 
Cursed Child’ they will under-
stand why we chose to tell the sto-
ry in this way.”

Responding to a tweet about 
the artwork for the new produc-
tion, Rowling said on her Twitter 
account: “And I love it!” The art-
work shows what appears to be a 
child in a bird’s nest with wings, 
on a bright yellow background 
possibly evoking fire.

Both parts of the play will be 
performed on the opening day, 30 
July. Reduced price previews will 
start on 7 June. 

Tickets go on sale online at 
1100 GMT on 28 October for 
those who registered for priority 
booking on the official website, 
HarryPotterthePlay.com. Tick-
ets then go on sale to the gener-
al public on 30 October at 1100 
GMT.—Reuters

Harry Potter play to pick up where final book left off

First single, video from new 
Adele album out Friday
LONDON — The first single 
from Adele’s new album “25”, 
a title she announced in a tweet 
earlier this week, will be released 
on Friday along with a video, the 
best-selling British singer’s re-
cord label said.

The single is entitled “Hel-
lo” and the accompanying video, 
filmed in the countryside around 
Montreal, was directed by Ca-
nadian filmmaker Xavier Dolan, 
whose films include “Mommy” 
and “Tom at the Farm”, XL Re-
cordings said in a statement on 
Thursday.

It said the full 11-track al-
bum would be out on 20 Novem-

ber. Adele’s last album, “21”, 
released in 2011, became a run-
away hit worldwide. It sold more 
than 11 million 
copies in the 
United States and 
was the best-sell-
ing album of 
the decade to 
date in Britain, 
according to 
industry statis-
tics.

Adele won six 
Grammy awards for “21” and 
an Academy Award for her theme 
song for the last James Bond mov-
ie, “Skyfall”. —Reuters

Singapore  — Award-winning 
Israeli writer-director Talya Lavie 
will present her debut feature on 
women in the armed forces at the 
Dharamshala Film Festival to be 
held next month. 

“Zero Motivation”, which 
deals with women conscripted 
into the Israeli military with the 
men, is about women in a remote 
army camp, said Lavie, 37, after 
presenting the same movie at the 
week-long 23rd Israel Film Festi-
val being held in Singapore on 21 
October. 

The movie is about everyday 
drama in the private lives of the 
young women, using the manda-
tory military service as a platform 

to tell a universal coming of age 
story. 

“It is about love and dis-
appointment, dreams and fears, 
friendship and loneliness and dis-
covering your true self,” she said. 

“I am very excited about tak-
ing my film to India, especially to 
Dharmshala,” Levie told PTI. 

The 100-minute feature film 
is in Hebrew with English subti-
tles and was sold out on all four 
screenings in Singapore. 

The film has won several 
awards including the Best Narra-
tive Feature in last year’s Tribecca 
Film Festival in New York. 

Levie has also won the Best 
Director and Best Screenplay 

awards for the film from the Israe-
li Film Academy. 

Elaborating on the women 
cause, she said, “We want women 
empowerment. Women are 51 per 
cent of the global population and 
we want to change the discrimina-
tion.” She pointed out that wom-
en were still being discriminated 
even Israel, an advanced country 
and society, as well as the liberal 
Hollywood. 

“As a filmmaker, it is very 
important to hear women voices; 
women telling their own stories 
and just not have the men tell-
ing women stories. I want to hear 
women stories told by more and 
more women,” she said. —PTI

Israeli director to present film at Dharamshala festival

Mumbai — Superstar Shah 
Rukh Khan has launched the 
official logo of Yash Raj Films’ 
“Fan,” which features the pho-

tographs of his real life ad-
mirers. 

The 49-year-old 
“Happy New Year” 

shared the logo by 
retweeting the 

post of his fan 
club. 

“Ok our 
‘Fan’ team 
being so stin-

gy stingy and 
showing such little 

bits of the film. Chalo abhi logo 

hi sahi,” he captioned the post. 
In the logo clip, his admirers 

say, “I am a big fan...” has been 
mixed with the theme track of the 
film. Directed by “Band Baaja 
Baaraat” helmer Maneesh Shar-
ma, the film will have Shah Rukh 
playing the role of both a super-
star and his fan. 

The teaser of Sharma’s pro-
ject, who lived with the idea for 
eight years, was released earlier 
this year. 

The clip featured the actor 
doing his signature arms open 
pose and a fan impersonating the 
superstar during a performance in 
front of his home crowd.—PTI 

Shah Rukh Khan launches 
official logo of ‘Fan’

Not signed or approved any 
other film: R Madhavan
Mumbai — Actor  
R Madhavan has denied re-
ports that he has been roped in 
to play the negative role in the 
remake of Tamil blockbuster 
“Thani Oruvan”.

The “Tanu Weds Manu 
Returns” star, who is busy 
with his bilingual sports dra-
ma “Saala Khadoos”/ “Irudhi 
Suttru”, said he has not signed 
on any other project.

“I have not signed nor 
approved any other project in 
any language. Right now my 

life is only Saala Khadoos and 
Irrudhi Suttru,” he posted on 
Twitter.

“Saala Khadoos”, pro-
duced by filmmaker Rajkumar 
Hirani, was earlier scheduled 
to release on 16 October. It 
is 45-year-old actor’s second 
movie with Hirani after “3 Id-
iots”.

The film marks the direc-
torial debut of Sudha Kongara 
Prasad in the Hindi film indus-
try. Prasad has also written the 
script of the film.—PTI
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Today Fresh
07:03	  Am 	 News
07:26	  Am	 Great Shwedagon: The Prayer Halls And Buddha 
                      Images (Part-1)
07:52   Am	 School for the Blind 
08:03	  Am	 News 
08:26	  Am	 Thadingyut Lighting Festival
08:32	  Am	 Phaung Daw Oo Pagoda Festival (Part-2)
09:03	  Am	 News

09:26	  Am	 Between the Beaches: Chaung Tha Vs Ngwe Saung
09:35   Am	 Lucrative Myanma Rattan Industry
09:53   Am	 Colonial Buildings and a New Yangon
10:03	  Am 	 News
10:26	  Am	 Discovering Tribes “MUUN” (Episode - II)
10:49	  Am	 Myanmar Railways City Circular Train
(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm)  - Friday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm)   - Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

Prime Time
07:00	  Pm	 Live: Coca-Cola Music Festival

(10:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm) - Today Repeat   (10:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am) - Friday Repeat  (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) - Today Repeat  (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(For Detailed Schedule – www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

(24-10-2015, Saturday)

6:00 am
• 	Myanmar Fashion
6:25 am
• 	Teleplay 
6:45 am
• 	Myanmar Fashion 

(Music)

7:15 am
•  Myanmar Series
7:40 am
•  Teleplay
8:00 am
•  Channel Zero (Part-5+6)
9:20 am
•  Myanmar Video
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An Afghan woman speaks as they attend a class of the gender and women’s studies 
masters programme in Kabul University, Afghanistan. Photo: Reuters

Afghan university unlikely host for women’s studies programme
KABUL — A group of  
Afghan students gathered 
on the leafy campus of Ka-
bul University this week 
to embark on an unlikely 
course — the country’s first 
Master’s degree in gender 
and women’s studies.

Advances made for 
women since US-led troops 
ousted the Islamist Taliban 
in 2001 are held up as one 
of the wins of the war, but 
women are still regularly 
sidelined from political life 
and subject to violence in 
public and at home.

Many worry that things 
could get worse as securi-
ty deteriorates around the 
country, a fear buttressed 
by reports of abuse against 
women in Kunduz after the 
Taliban briefly took con-
trol of the northern city last 
month.

“There’s been a lot of 
change for women, but it’s 
not enough,” said Zhee-
la Rafhat, a high school 
teacher and one of 28 stu-
dents enrolled on the two-
year course, which will 
tackle subjects like gender 
and violence. “It’s better in 
the capital than in rural are-
as where there’s been a lot 
of fighting.” 

Photographs of Kabul 
from the 1960s and 70s 
show a city where Afghan 

women strolled the streets 
in miniskirts and heels, a 
scene that had disappeared 
by the time the Taliban 
came to power in 1996. 

Under the hardline 
group’s interpretation of Is-
lam, women and girls were 
banned from public life, in-
cluding going to school and 
working, and had to wear a 
full-body burqa when ven-
turing outside.

Millions of girls have 
gone back to school in the 
last 14 years, but access to 
higher education has been 
limited.

Teaching women’s 
studies at graduate level 
should help spread aware-
ness and send people into 
the workforce who can pro-
mote equality, the faculty 
and students said. Eighteen 
women and ten men have 
enrolled in the programme. 

But the project is not 
without critics, some of 
whom think the course 
amounts to little more than 
another misguided foreign 
intervention. The course 
is funded by South Korea 
and run by the UN De-
velopment Programme in 
coordination with the gov-
ernment. 

“Some people don’t 
take it seriously,” said 
Nargis Nazer Hossain, a 

21-year-old student from 
Kabul. “They think it’s in 
the interest of foreigners.”

Other objections run 
deeper.

When the course was 
presented to the Minis-
try of Higher Education, 
it took two months to be 
approved, said Ghulam 
Farooq Abdullah, dean of 

the university’s Faculty of 
Social Sciences. 

Abdul Bari Hamidi, an 
Islamic studies professor 
and a member of the min-
isterial committee that ap-
proves new graduate pro-
grammes, said he objected 
to the course because it 
promoted gender equality. 

“There is no gender 

equality in Islam,” Hamidi 
said. “In family affairs, the 
head of the family must be 
a man, and being an Imam 
(Islamic spiritual leader) is 
limited to men.”

Lecturers said the 
course work would address 
the topic, keeping Afghan-
istan’s cultural context in 
mind.

“This is teaching by 
Afghan colleagues, Af-
ghan professors, according 
with our reality and our 
society,” said Nasrullah 
Stanekzai, a law professor 
who taught the first day of 
class on Monday. 

Nevertheless, Kabul 
University is a somewhat 
unlikely host, having been 
the stage for heated protests 
against women’s rights. In 
2013, hundreds of students 
marched against the Elimi-
nation of Violence Against 
Women law, objecting to 
its secular foundations. 

“There are students 
at Kabul University with 
radical ideas, but it’s not 
rampant,” said Ahmad Zia 
Rafhat, a journalism lectur-
er. “Some of the students 
come to the university 
from provinces where the 
Taliban have a bigger in-
fluence.” 

None of the students 
to whom Reuters spoke ex-
pressed any apprehension 
about taking the course. 
Nor did a small group of 
students hanging around the 
classroom offer any objec-
tions. 

“I think it’s a good 
thing,” said Mushtaba Dan-
ish, a third-year undergradu-
ate. “Men need the expertise 
for the future.”—Reuters

Fashion firm puts Rome’s 
‘Square Colosseum’ to work
ROME — A boxy  
monument to Italy’s Fas-
cist era is filling with work-
ers for the first time in its 
70-year history as fashion 
brand Fendi opens its new 
headquarters at the restored 
“Square Colosseum”. 

The travertine struc-
ture, formally known as 
the “Great House of Italian 
Civilisation” or the “Great 
House of the Civilisation 
of Work”, was built by dic-
tator Benito Mussolini for 
a planned world’s fair in 
1942 that was canceled due 
to the outbreak of World 
War Two. Abandoned 
and little used since then, 
the rationalist imitation 

of the ancient Colosseum 
amphitheatre now houses 
500 Fendi employees and 
a free art exhibition on the 
ground floor. 

“We are opening the 
doors of a building that for 
72 years has been closed 
to the world and hiding 
its beauty,” Fendi chief 
Pietro Beccari said at a 
preview of the exhibition. 
In a hushed, white-walled 
workshop on the lowest 
of seven storeys that loom 
over the so-called EUR 
business district south of 
Rome that was Mussolini’s 
great project, Fendi’s em-
ployees measure and trim 
pieces of fur.—Reuters 

Indonesia to host Melanesian festival
JAKARTA — Indonesia’s 
eastern city of Kupang was 
scheduled to host the initial 
Melanesian Festival from 
26-30 October, aimed at 
encouraging Melanesian 
countries to further explore 
cooperation among them so 
as to attain collective wel-
fare, an Indonesian senior 
official said here on Thurs-
day.

Besides Indonesia as 
the hosting nation, the up-
coming festival would be 
attended by delegates from 
Melanesian countries con-
sisted of Fiji, Papua New 
Guinea, Solomon Island, 
Timor Leste, Vanuatu and 
New Caledonia, Cultural 

Director General at Indone-
sia’s Education and Culture 
Ministry Kacung Marijan 
said here.

The festival would 
also be attended by rep-
resentative official of Va-
nuatu-based Melanesia 
Spearhead Group (MSG), 
Marijan added.

Marijan said the festi-
val was highly expected to 
improve international com-
munity’s understanding on 
Melanesia race and their 
culture, encouraging further 
cooperation among Melane-
sian countries.

“Cooperation improve-
ment was expected to occur 
in sectors of culture, edu-

cation and economy. Co-
operation in maritime was 
also highly expected as In-
donesia has initiated it with 
several Pacific countries,” 
Marijan told a press confer-
ence in his office here.

“Commonality in 
cultural and social values 
would be significant factors 
to further expand cooper-
ation among Melanesian 
countries,” Marijan added.

According to Marijan 
the appointment of Indo-
nesia to host the Melanesi-
an Festival was due to the 
facts that Indonesia has 80 
percent of Melanesian race 
living in the world, Marijan 
pointed out.

He said Indonesia’s 
provinces mostly inhabit-
ed by the Melanesian race 
were Papua, West Papua, 
North Maluku, Maluku, 
East Nusa Tengggara and 
Southeast Sulawesi.

The festival themed 
“Celebrating the Cultural 
Diversity of Melanesian 
World” was scheduled to be 
officially opened by Indone-
sian Education and Cultural 
Minister Anis Baswedan.

Marijan said the fes-
tival would be filled with 
several events consisted 
of international confer-
ences, art performances, 
cultural exhibition and  
movies.—Xinhua
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sport

Juergen Klopp got a taste 
of the problems at Liverpool 
as his first home game as 

manager ended in a frustrating 
1-1 draw against Rubin Kazan 
who played more than 50 min-
utes with 10 men in the Europa 
League on Thursday. 

As Klopp’s new charges 
struggled to break down limited 
Russian opponents, the German’s 
former side Borussia Dortmund 
were ruthless with Pierre-Emer-
ick Aubameyang scoring a su-
perbly-executed hat-trick. 

Dortmund secured a 3-1 win 
at Azerbaijani outfit Qaba-
la on a night when 
Anderlecht came 
from behind to 
beat Tottenham 
Hotspur 2-1 in a 
1984 UEFA Cup 
final rematch 
and Sport-
ing Lisbon 
t h u m p e d 
Albani-
an side 

Skenderbeu 5-1.
Spain’s Villarreal continued 

their bright start to the season 
with a 4-0 victory over Dinamo 
Minsk but Fiorentina suffered a 
surprise 2-1 home defeat by Lech 
Poznan and former European 
champions Celtic lost 3-1 at Nor-
wegians Molde. 

Klopp had warned Liverpool 
fans he had no stardust to sprin-
kle on the squad and magically 
turn around their poor early-sea-
son form and Thursday’s display 
proved him right.

Kazan silenced the bois-
terous home crowd 
when they took the 
lead through Marko 
Devic’s superb rising 
finish but a red card 

in the 36th minute 
for captain Oleg 
Kuzmin changed 
the dynamic 

of the match 
and handed  

Liverpool a route back.
However, after Emre Can 

levelled from close range, the 
hosts huffed and puffed and 
created little to leave 
Liverpool trailing 
Group B lead-
ers Sion by four 
points. 

“Tonight is not 
an absolute master-
class but it’s not 
the worst day 
in my 
life,” 

Klopp told reporters. 
“Sometimes it’s a big advan-

tage against 10 men. Sometimes 
it’s a thankless job.”

Klopp’s for-
mer frontman 
Aubameyang con-
tinued his scorching 
form with a superb 
treble as the Ger-
mans strolled to a 
victory that kept 
them top of Group 

C with seven points 
from three matches. 

Having already 
bagged 10 Bundesliga 

goals this season, the Ga-
bon striker opened his Europa 

League account when he found 
the top corner after 31 minutes.

He doubled his tally with a 
poked finish after exchanging 
passes with Shinji Kagawa sev-
en minutes later and then made 
the game safe with 18 minutes 
remaining when he pounced on a 
loose ball before Qabala grabbed 
a late consolation. 

Anderlecht’s Stefano Oka-
ka bagged their winner against 
Tottenham in the 75th minute 
when he fired home from close 
range to complete an impressive 
comeback and secure the Belgian 
team’s first win in Group J. 

The Premier League club 
had made a superb start when 
Christian Eriksen put them ahead 
after four minutes as an attempt-
ed clearance deflected into his 
path and he calmly slotted home.

The Belgians, who lost the 

1984 final on penalties, were lev-
el nine minutes later with Guil-
laume Gillet arrowing a perfect-
ly-controlled half volley into the 
net from the edge of the area.

Okaka’s winner moved An-
derlecht level with Tottenham 
on four points, one behind group 
leaders Monaco who beat Qara-
bag 1-0. 

Napoli’s Manolo Gabbiadini 
scored twice in a 4-1 triumph at 
Danish side Midtjylland to main-
tain their 100 percent record in 
Group D while Fenerbahce’s 
Fernandao netted an 89th-minute 
goal in a 1-0 win at home to Ajax 
Amsterdam in Group A.

Lazio saw off Norwegian 
side Rosenborg Trondheim 3-1 
in Group G despite having Bra-
zilian Mauricio sent off after six 
minutes and it was a dismal night 
for Fiorentina.

Dawid Kownacki and Ma-
ciej Gajos struck in the second 
half for Polish side Poznan and 
although Giuseppe Rossi pulled 
one back for Fiorentina late on, 
Italian misery was complete 
when Ante Rebic received a late 
red card.

Fiorentina have now lost 
their last three European home 
games and are bottom of Group I. 

Schalke 04 stayed top of 
Group K but could only draw 2-2 
at home to Sparta Prague, who 
trail them by two points, while 
last season’s beaten finalists Dni-
pro Dnipropetrovsk were beat-
en 1-0 at home by St Etienne in 
Group G.—Reuters 

Next FIFA boss should be outsider with good human rights record

MYANMAR is likely to fetch 
the gold medal in the World 
Body Building Contest if it can 
beat Thailand’s competitors, 
said athlete Tun Min, who will 
be competing in the 60kg cat-
egory.

“If we can beat Thailand 
we are sure to secure the gold 
medal. At the previous compe-
tition in Uzbekistan we made 
some mistakes and Vietnam 
ended up winning,” he said.

Tun Min won a silver 
medal in the 49th Asian Body 
Building and Fitness Cham-
pionships in Uzbekistan and a 
gold medal in the 48th Cham-
pionships in China.

Nann Lao Kham, also a 
gold medal winner at the 49th 
Championships, is representing 
Myanmar in the women’s com-
petition.

The contest will be held 
from 15 to 21 November in 
Thailand.—Ko Moe

THE Myanmar Football  
Federation announced the re-
cruitment of new players for the 
Myanmar U-21 men’s football 
team yesterday. The team will 
compete in the International 
U-21 Football Tournament in Vi-
etnam from 20 to 29 November.

Former manager of the Yan-
gon United Football Club Eric 
Williams will take charge of the 
new team, which will begin in-
tensive training on 26 October.

Mr Williams was the coach 
of the Myanmar U-16s football 
team when they won second 
place in the ASEAN U-16s tour-
nament.—Maung Sein Lwin

Myanmar U-21 men’s football team. Photo: Moemakha

New recruits 
for int’l football 
tournament

Myanmar to go 
for gold in Asian 
Body Building 
and Fitness 
Championships

Zürich — The next FIFA pres-
ident should be an external candi-
date with a good record on human 
rights and governance and provide 
a strong track record of driving 
democratic reform, world players’ 
union FIFPro said on Friday.

Football’s world governing 
body, engulfed in the worst scan-

dal in its history, is set to elect a 
new president on 26 February to 
replace the suspended outgoing 
head Sepp Blatter, who has been 
in charge since 1998.

“A clean break from the past 
is essential for FIFA to climb out 
of the toxic pit which continues 
to produce serious accusations 

of corrupt behaviour on almost 
a daily basis,” FIFPro said in a 
statement. 

“Clearly, the presumption 
of innocence is a principle that 
needs to be upheld while various 
investigations are ongoing. At 
the same time, there is no doubt 
the present mayhem has left 

FIFA morally bankrupt.”
Asian Football Confederation 

(AFC) President Shaikh Salman 
bin Ebrahim Al Khalifa of Bahrain 
said this week he had been urged 
to stand in the election, but FIF-
Pro’s four-point criteria released 
on Friday was a clear question 
mark on his suitability.—Reuters


