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KNU delegation in Nay Pyi Taw to sign NCA

|
The KNU delegation, led by chairman Saw Mutu Saepo, arrive at the Horizon Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw. PHoTo: MNA

ACCORDING to

gation led by Saw Mutu Saepo,

the chairman of the Karen National wide Ceasefire Agreement.
Myanmar News Agency, adele- Union, arrived in Nay Pyi Taw
yesterday to sign the Nation-

The delegation
The agreement is slated to 16 members,

be signed on 15 October. chairman and Saw Jonny.

includes They are staying at
including the the Horizon Hotel in the capi-
tal.—GNLM

KNU, ABSDF, RCSS/SSA-S removed
from list of unlawful associations

ACCORDING to an
announcement signed by
Minister for Home Affairs
Lt-Gen Ko Ko on 12 Octo-
ber, President U Thein Sein
has removed the Kayin Na-
tional Union (KNU), the All

Burma Students Democrat-
ic Front (ABSDF) and the
Restoration Council of Shan
State (RCSS)/Shan State Ar-
my-South (SSA-S) from the
list of Unlawful Association.
They had previoudy been

added to the list under the
Unlawful Association Act.
These groups previ-
oudy dal agreed to sign the
nationwide ceasefire accord
with the Myanmar govern-
ment.—GNLM

ABSDF, RCSS/SSA-S removed
from list of terrorist groups

PRESIDENT U Thein
Sein has removed the All
Burma Students Dem-
ocratic Front (ABSDF)
and Restoration Council
of Shan State (RCSS)/
Shan State Army —South

(SSA-S) from the Terrorist
List announced on 12 Oc-
tober. The groups had pre-
viously been added to the
list in accordance with the
Anti-Terrorist Law. The
announcement was signed

by Lt-Genera Ko Ko, the
Minister for Home Affairs.
Both groups previous-
ly agreed to sign the nation-
wide ceasefire agreement
with the Myanmar govern-
ment.—GNLM
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Excess water from Thaphanseik Dam
poses no threat to local people

Water flows past spillways of Thaphanseik Dam on 12 October. Proto: Myanmar News AGENCY

People living near Thaphanseik
Dam have been told not to worry
about flooding, as the Irrigation
Department is monitoring the situ-
ation closely, according to source
close to the Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation.

The water level in Thaphan-
seik Dam recently exceeded its
capacity of 2,880,000 acre-feet,
reaching 3,191,614 acre-feet, but
the excess water flowed into the
dam’s spillways. The water level
rise was caused by heavy rainfall.

Authorities had to release excess
water through spillways until 2pm
on Monday.

The water level in the dam re-
ceded to 3,156,674 acre-feet after
irrigation authorities released ex-
cess water.—MNA
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Elections cancelled
in some village-tracts

13 October 2015

THE Union Election Commis-
sion on Monday announced the
areas where it is impossible to
hold elections.

The commission said in its
statement that it had to cancel
the elections in the areas as it is
impossible to hold elections in a
free and fair manner.

The areas include 212 vil-

lage-tracts in Kachin State, 94
village-tracts in Kayin State, 41
village-tracts in Bago Region,
one village-tract in Mon State
and 5 townships and 56 vil-
lage-tracts in Shan State.

Areas where elections are
cancelled are also posted on the
website of the UEC at www.
uecmyanmar.org.—MNA

Bago authorities, media
to discuss ways for
access to information

BAGO Region government and
local media will hold a workshop
on Tuesday in Bago on seeking
ways for getting information
from the local authorities.

The workshop is jointly or-
ganized by Ministry of Informa-
tion, Bago Region Government
and Myanmar Press Council

(Temporary), focusing on get-
ting access to information from
the governmental departments.

Officials from the region-
al-level departments and mem-
bers of the local journalist as-
sociations in Bago region will
participate in the one-day work-
shop.—MNA

Foreign cruise ships line up for Myanmar’s tourist season

UNDER the supervision of the
Ministry of Hotels and Tourism
and travel tour company Desti-
nation Asia Co Ltd, cruise liner
MYV Oceania Insignia arrived at
Thilawa Port in Yangon via Co-
lombo, Sri Lanka, on 4 October.
The ship carried 635 passengers
and 400 crew members. The lin-
er set off for Phuket, Thailand, on
6 October.

Similarly, Myanmar Voy-
ages Co Ltd has arranged for the
MV Silver Shadow, part of the
Silver Sea Cruises fleet from the
United States, to arrive with 326
passengers and 290 crew mem-
bers in Yangon and stay from 3 to
6 November. The tour company
has organised another trip for the
cruise liner to visit again from 26
to 29 December with 300 passen-
gers and 290 crew members.

Moreover, MV Seaborn So-
journ will come to Yangon with
200 passengers and 330 crew
members from 11 to 14 De-

cember, and MS Volendam will
come with 550 passengers and
632 crew members from 26 to 28
December. The ships’ tours were
organised by Destination Asia Co
Ltd.

While they are docked in
Myanmar, these ships’ tour com-
panies have also organised day
trips around Yangon and Bago
and one-night trips to Bagan and
Mandalay.

Tourist arrivals to Myan-
mar by cruise ship have been in-
creasing yearly. In 2014, 21,583
tourists came to visit on 20 cruise
liners. In 2015, up to October,
25 cruise liners have arrived with
22,815 visitors, according to
the Ministry of Hotels and Tour-
ism.

Tourists visit Myanmar via
sea, air and roads from border-
ing countries. People also travel
Myanmar’s rivers, such as the
Ayeyawady and Chindwin, on
national cruise ships.—MoHT
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MV Oceania seen at Thilawa INternational Terminal. Pxoto: MoHT

Monk to build hospital for rural poor

Construction will start next month on a hospital that will help low-income families in Sagaing Region

access medical treatment

Khaing Thanda Lwin

A prominent monk in Myinmu,
Sagaing Region, is working to
establish a 150-bed hospital in
the town to provide healthcare to
low-income communities.

The five-storey building will

be built at a cost of more than K1
billion (US$774,893) and the funds
have been collected by the monk,
Tipitakadhara Dhammabhan-
dagarika Sayadaw Bhaddhanta
Vamsa Pala Lankara, from donors
in Myanmar and abroad.

The project is slated to begin
in November in Htee Saung village,

Myinmu Township, whichislocat-
ed beside the Mandalay-Monywa
Highway and is 74 kilometres from
the city of Mandalay.

The facility is expected to be
completed by 2017.

The hospital will specialise in
treatment for people suffering from
chronic diabetes and high blood

pressure, which is also known as
hypertension. Treatment will be
free of charge.

“Diabetes and hypertension
are the fastest growing health
problems in the country due to
people’s unhealthy lifestyles,”
said Professor Than Than Aye at
a public health seminar, adding
that people often fail to take pre-
ventative steps to help them avoid
non-communicable diseases.

The monk said he also has
plans to raise awareness about the

two chronic diseases among the
general public.

Tipitakadhara Dhammabhan-
dagarika Sayadaw Bhaddhanta
Vamsa Pala Lankara also estab-
lished an eye hospital in 2013,
which provides treatment for
eye diseases free of charge. The
hospital provides healthcare ser-
vices to over 1,600 patients per
month.

Those who wish to donate to
the new hospital can call 09 794
753 741.



13 October 2015

(GLOBAL

ASEAN ministers discuss energy
sector development in Kuala Lumpur

THE 33 ASEAN Ministers on
Energy Meeting (AMEM) was
held in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
from 5 to 10 October. The partic-
ipants issued a joint ministerial
statement pledging to implement
new action plans for development
in the region’s energy industry.
In his opening remarks at the
AMEM, Honourable Datuk Seri
Panglima Dr Maximus Johnity
Ongkili, Malaysia’s Minister of
Energy, Green Technology and
Water, called for greater coop-
eration among the countries to
achieve a sustained and cost-ef-
ficient energy supply without de-
priving future generations.

The meeting highlighted the
achievements in the implemen-
tation of the 2010-2015 ASEAN
Plan of Action for Energy Coop-
eration and discussed strategies
for the new plan of action for
2016-2025, which will be im-
plemented in two phases. The
first phase of the APAEC 2016-
2025 will cover the period of
2016 -2020 with the measures to
enhance energy security cooper-
ation and move toward greater
connectivity and integration.

Myanmar’s delegation was
led by U Zay Yar Aung, Union
Minister for Energy, who served
as the Vice Chair of the AMEM.

The Myanmar delegation
also attended the 12" ASEAN+3
Ministers on Energy Meeting
(AMEM+3), the 9" East Asia
Summit Energy Ministers Meet-
ing (EAS EMM) and 5" Meeting
of ASEAN Energy Ministers and
International Automatic Energy
Agency in Kuala Lumpur.

While in Malaysia, U Zay
Yar Aung met Mr S. Iswaran,
Minister for Trade and Industry
of Singapore and General Anan-
taporn Kanjanarat, Thailand’s
Minister of Energy, to discuss
opportunities for cooperation in
the energy, trade and industry
sectors.—Ministry of Energy

Myanmar to attend anti-trafficking meeting in Bangkok

COMMIT taskforce meeting aims to promote cooperation among GMS countries to combat human

trafficking

Khaing Thanda Lwin

MYANMAR will attend the third
anti-human trafficking taskforce
meeting of Coordinated Mekong
Ministerial Initiative against
Trafficking (COMMIT) Process,
which will be held in Bangkok,
Thailand, from 15 to 16 October.

The Myanmar delegation
will include Police Brig-Gen
Win Naing Tun, head of the My-
anmar Police Force’s Anti-Traf-
ficking in Persons Division, U
Hsan Lin, assistant director from
the Union Attorney-General Of-

fice and Daw Aye Mar Kyaw,
project coordinator for UN Ac-
tion against Trafficking in Per-
sons (UN-ACT).

The meeting will focus on
the achievements of the COM-
MIT Process and will include an
Implementation Update. The par-
ticipants will exchange best prac-
tices and discuss communication
between countries, partnerships
with CSOs, the COMMIT Ca-
pacity Baseline and methods of
reporting the progress of COM-
MIT.

UN-ACT has extended in-

vited officials from the ASE-
AN Secretariat, World Vision
and the International Organisa-
tion for Migration to attend the
meeting.

UN-ACT was established
in 2014 to ensure a coordinated
approach to more strategically
and effectively combating traf-
ficking in persons in the Great-
er Mekong Sub-region (GMS)
and beyond. The project builds
upon the work previously un-
dertaken by the United Nations
Inter-Agency Project on Hu-
man Trafficking (UNIAP).

103 boat people repatriated to Bangladesh

MYANMAR handed over 103
verified Bangladeshi citizens out
who were rescued off the coast
of Myanmar in May and June
to Bangladeshi authorities on
Monday.

The former boat people
were repatriated after a meeting
between Myanmar and Bangla-

(Letwe) in Maung Taw District,
Rakhine State.

A Myanmar team led by
Deputy Director U Saw Naing
of Maung Taw District handed
over the Bangladeshi nationals
to a Bangladeshi team headed by
the acting commanding officer
of No 17 Border Guard Battalion
at Cox’s Bazar.

g ~> 4 =

Myanmar has repatriated
a total of 729 verified Bangla-
deshi nationals on six occasions.
The remaining boat people will
be repatriated to their countries
of origin upon the completion
of the verification process, ac-
cording to a press release of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Myanmar.—MNA
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Myanmar authority handed over 103 boat people to Bangladesh authority on Monday. PHoTo: MnA
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Landslide kills 17, six feared

i [ -

Kayah State. Proto: BaLake IPRD

TORRENTIAL rain caused a
landslide on Sunday in a village
in Hpa-saung Township, Kayah
State, killing 17, according to a
news report from the Myanmar
News Agency on Monday. Oth-
ers are feared dead.

Among the confirmed dead
are 10 men and seven women.

About 60 houses were de-
stroyed by the landslide, which
happened at about 2pm in a hilly
area between Mawchi Taung
Paw village and Lokhalo village.

Local authorities and police
teamed up with residents to car-
rying out rescue operations at the
site of the tragedy.

Temporary relief  camps
have been opened at schools and
at a Lokhalo Station Hospital,
and more than 360 inhabitants of
houses in the landslide risk area
have been relocated there.

The Kayah State govern-
ment held an emergency meet-
ing and sent rescue teams to the
disaster-hit area along with relief
aid.

Members of the local regi-
ments and battalions are clearing
the road between Hpa-saung and
Mawchi.

Myanmar’s weather bureau
released a weather forecast at
7pm on Monday, saying isolat-
ed heavy rainfall is expected in

dead in Hpa-saung Township

wo-day torentil rain caused Iandslidein Hpa-saung Townsip,
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Kayah State, with 100 percent
degree of certainty and validity
until the evening of 13 October.

Meanwhile, heavy rain is
likely to fall in Mandalay, Mag-
way and Ayeyawady regions and
Rakhine State.

On Thursday, a flash flood in
a creek caused by heavy rains in
Kalaywa Township, Sagaing Re-
gion, swept away 16 people.

So far, two bodies have
been found, and the remaining
are feared dead, along with more
than 20 cattle, local authorities
told The Global New Light of
Myanmar.

Around 200 acres of farm-
land were also buried under
sand brought in by the flash
flood in Phonethone creek
in Kyaunggyi Village, Chin
Chaung village tract, in Kala-
ywa Townsip, Sagaing Region.

The disaster followed the
country’s worst floods in 100
years, which struck from late
July to August, killing more
than 120 people nationwide
and impacting more than 1.6
million people. Most of the
flood-related deaths were re-
ported in Rakhine State, where
at least 56 people died, fol-
lowed by Sagaing Region with
24, Mandalay with 12 and Shan
State with 9 dead.—GNLM
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New brldge to be built in Meiktila Township

“‘t?‘

A new bridge will replace this ramshankle one in Melktlla Townshlp PHoto: CHAN THAR

A NEW Latpankhakawt-Galon-
kone bridge, which will connect
20 villages in Meiktila Township,
is set to be built during the current
2015-2016 financial year, accord-
ing to an official from the town-
ship’s Rural Development Depart-
ment. The new stedl-framed bridge
with wood flooring will be 10.6
metres long and 4.2 metres wide,
and its budget will come from
the rural development fund of the
Mandalay Region Government.
The congtruction is expected to
take oneand ahalf monthsand will
starting very soon, said department
official Daw Hla Hla Oo.

A new bridge hasbecome nec-
essary as the current old bridge is
deteriorating and becoming unsafe
to cross. The new bridge, which
crossesacreek, will provideavita
communication route for the rural
community of over 20 villages in
the township.—Chan Thar

Myanmar sends delegation to
human rights seminar

in South Korea

A Myanmar delegation left Yan-
gon for South Koreaon 10 October
to attend the Seminar Programme
on Human Rights Policy Develop-
ment (Myanmar). The trip was ar-
ranged by the Korea International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA).
The seminar will run until 24

Officials in Pobbathiri, Tatkon
receive polling procedure training

October in Seoul and Seongnam.
The 15 members of the My-
anmar National Human Rights
Commission will exchange views
on education and the protection
and promotion of human rights
between Myanmar and South
Korea—Myanmar News Agency

Proto: TiN Soe Lwin

IN preparation for the genera
election on 8 November, 150
ballots officials from Pobbathiri
Township in the Nay Pyi Taw
Council Area, were offered
a two-day polling procedure
training course at the town-
ship’'s General Administration
Office yesterday.

The opening was attend-
ed by senior township officials
and Ottara District Election
Commission member U Mya
Thaung, who explained the pro-
cedures.

The chief polling officers,
their deputies and polling sta-

tion staff were given lectureson
polling matters and were shown
a demonstration of voting pro-
cedures.

That the same day, a vid-
eo on polling procedure was
screened for polling officials at
the Tatkon Township town hall.
The township has 136 polling
booths. The attendees will also
hear lectures in two groups on
12-13 October and 14-15 Octo-
ber.

Tatkon Township has six
town wards and 49 village
tracts—Shwe Ye Yint/Tin Soe
Lwin

2" Annual Meeting of Innovation
for Cool Earth Forum held in Tokyo

UNION Minister for Environ-
mental Conservation and For-
estry U Win Tun discussed
Myanmar’s efforts for reducing
impacts of climate change in the
country at 2nd Annual Meeting
of Innovation for Cool Earth Fo-
rum in Tokyo on 8 Octaber.
Under thetitle “Future Strat-
egies on Climate Change in My-
anmar”, the Union Minister said
Myanmar laid down five polices

Landslide

ANDSLIDE dams, or lakes
L created by earth shifted by

landdides, are common
in Chin State. These dams pose a
threat to nearby communities be-
cause they are prone to collapse,
which causes flash floods. Re-

cently, one big lake and four small
lakes were crested by landdides
on the upper reaches of Twilone
Creek, which flows into Yazagyol
Dam through Nayinzayar Creek.
Seven people, including chil-
dren, were killed by flooding and

and drawn strategies to reduce
CO2 emission and to efficiently
use of natural resources in at-
tempt to combat the impacts of
the climate change.

He also pledged that My-
anmar would cooperate with
international organizations in
combating the climate change de-
spite restrictions of technological
know-how and financial resourc-
es. —GNLM

dams pose

landdides in Chin State this sum-
mer. Donors and volunteersrushed
to villages hit by landdides to
provide victims with emergency
shelters and food. Now, efforts are
being made to relocate the victims
to a forest reserve because their
former villages are prone to land-
dides.

In addition to relief assistance,
the Minigtry of Socid Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement offered
K100,000to each family that lost
amember to the natural disasters.

Election competition
visible on the
streets of Natogyi

SIX candidates, including an in-
dependent, are campaigning for
votes in Natogyi Township, Man-
dalay Region. The competition has
roused vocal debate in the com-
munity over who should represent
them.

Even members of a single
family are split over the decision.
Severa sisters whose father works
for the township election commis-
sion arein dispute over who should
get their votes. Some voters said
they would vote for the candidate
who will benefit the community
the most, regardless of which party
the candidate represents. People on
motorcycles have been circulating
around the town adorned with their
favourite parties emblems.

Residents have also placed
bets on who will win on voting
day.—Htay Myint Maung

Aikido course
opens for police

AIKIDO training became availa-
ble to staff of the Yangon Region
Police Office on 10 October with
the aim of improving the fighting
skills of police officers. The train-
ing will take place every weekend
until 27 December at the office.

Altogether, 16 police staff,
including three officers, are at-
tending the course—Myanmar
News Agency

no threat

Officials from the Irrigation
Department who surveyed the
landdide damsthat formed in Chin
State said the damsare not likely to
collapse and do not pose a danger
to local people. In the event of a
collapse, the expertssaid, the water
would flow through the spillways
of the Yazagyol Dam.

Nonetheless, the Ministry of
Environmental Conservation and
Forestry taking measures to pre-
vent thethe collapse of the land-
didedams—Su Hnin Le

A landslide dam in Chin State. PHoTo: Su HNIN LEI




13 October 2015

(GLOBAL

NEW [FGH T MYANMAR

REGIONAL 5

Thai judge to announce verdict in British
murder trial in December

BANGKOK — A Thai judge will
announce a verdict in the trial of
two Myanmar migrant workers ac-
cused of killing two British tourists
at the end of the year, a defence
lawyer said on Monday, following
a trial that has been mired in con-
troversy.

Britons Hannah Witheridge,
23, and David Miller, 24, were
found bludgeoned to death on the
southern island of Koh Tao last
year. A post-mortem examination
showed Witheridge had been
raped.

The killings raised questions
about the safety of tourists in Thai-
land, the competence of its police
force and its treatment of migrant
workers. Lawyers for the accused,
Zaw Lin and Win Zaw Htun, both
22, have made police incompe-
tence and mishandling of evidence
central to their defence.

“The verdict will be on 24 De-
cember,” chief defence lawyer Na-
khon Chompuchat told Reuters.
“There is a chance we can still
win,” he said, adding that incon-
sistencies in the police investiga-
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Myanmar mlgrant workers Zaw Lin (R) and Wai Phyo also known as Win
Zaw Htun, arrive at the Koh Samui Provincial Court, in Koh Samui, Thai-

land. PHoTo: REUTERS

tion, including not sealing off the
crime scene properly, could work
in favour of the defence.

During the trial, which began
in July, defence lawyers com-

plained of a patchy police investi-
gation marred by disputed foren-
sics.

The trial ended this weekend
with the men alleging they were

tortured and sexually assaulted to
make false confessions.

Rights groups have become
involved in the trial and claim the
men are being used as scapegoats
because of their status as foreign
migrant workers in Thailand.

Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha agreed last year to allow Brit-
ain’s Metropolitan police to con-
duct an inquiry in an attempt to
reassure the victims’ families that
the judicial process was being car-
ried out in a fair and transparent
way.

The Met refused to hand over
a report they had compiled on the
police investigation and the two ac-
cused men lost a high court chal-
lenge in August that sought access
to the report.

Andy Hall, a Thailand-based
activist for the rights of migrant
workers who is helping with the
defence, said there needs to be an
urgent investigation into sexual as-
sault allegations. The defence and
prosecution have been given until
26 October to deliver their written
closing statements.—Reuters

Vietnam to
build cable
car system
hear Son
Doong Cave

HO CHI MINH CITY
The Vietnam National Admin-
istration of Tourism has sup-
ported the installation of a cable
car system near Son Doong
Cave, a tourism attraction, in
central Quang Binh province,
local online newspaper VnEx-
press reported on Monday.

Vietnam’s tourism watch-
dog’s chief Nguyen Van Tuan
said the system, which will con-
nect Son Doong and Phong Nha
caves in the Phong Nha-Ke
Bang National Park, will help
lure more visitors.

Many experts assumed that
the planned cable car system
will negatively affect the envi-
ronment.

Son Doong Cave is more
than 200 meters wide, 150 me-
ters high, and approximately
nine km long.—Xinhua

Mahathir, other leaders urge prompt end to 1TMDB scandal

KUALA LUMPUR — Former
Malaysian Prime Minister Ma-
hathir Mohamad and some lead-
ers of the ruling party jointly de-
manded resolution of the 1MDB
state fund scandal on Monday
and condemned a crackdown on
dissent, signaling a divide within
the coalition.

Mahathir has openly called
for Prime Minister Najib Razak
to resign over allegations of cor-
ruption at 1Malaysia Develop-
ment Bhd (1MDB) and in a rare
public display of unity, Mahathir
and sacked deputy prime minister
Muhyiddin Yassin called a news
conference to express their con-
cerns.

Voices of dissent from with-
in the ruling United Malays Na-
tional Organisation (UMNO)
were quickly silenced with a July
cabinet reshuffle that ousted Na-
jib’s critics, including Muhyid-
din.

“The government
is now defining
the law according
to their own
needs. We are
here to show that
we are against the
abuse of the law

on our country.”
Mahathir Mohamad

(Seated from L to R) UMNO’s Deputy President Muhyiddin Yassin, former prime minister Mahathir Mohamad
and member of parliament Razaleigh Hamzah give a news conference in Putrajaya, Malaysia, on 12 October
2015. Proto: Reuters

A former senior member of
UMNO, Khairuddin Hassan, and
his lawyer, Matthias Chang, were
formally charged on Monday
with attempts to sabotage Malay-
sia’s banking and financial sys-
tems.

Khairuddin had called for
US law-enforcement authorities
to probe the 1MDB scandal. Ma-
hathir and the other UMNO lead-
ers called for the two to be re-
leased.

“We see a climate of fear
among the people,” Mahathir told
reporters. “The government is
now defining the law according
to their own needs. We are here
to show that we are against the
abuse of the law on our country.”

Also present at the news con-

ference were party vice-president
Shafie Apdal, also sacked as a
minister, and party elders Tengku
Razaleigh Hamzah and Sanusi
Junid.

Najib, who chairs the IMDB
advisory board, has been at the
center of a political storm over
allegations of graft and misman-
agement at the fund.

The scandal hit crisis point in
July when media reports said in-
vestigators looking into 1IMDB
found that nearly $700 million
dollars were transferred into bank
accounts of the prime minister.
Najib has denied talking any
money for personal gain.

Muhyiddin, who is still the
UMNO deputy president, said the
party cannot be seen as uncaring.

“UMNO has a certain cul-
ture...you tend to suppress your
feelings. What 1I’m asking is for
them to be more expressive
through the many platforms. Do
not be fearful if what you’re doing
is right,” he said.

Asked if he would call for
Najib’s resignation, Muhyiddin
said: “l don’t need to say it as oth-
ers have said it... There are prob-
lems of concern and it is up to the
prime minister to consider what
he should do that is best for the
nation.”

1MDB has amassed debts of
over $11 billion. The attorney
general’s office recently dis-
missed a recommendation
by the central bank to prose-
cute.—Reuters
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Angus Deaton wins 2015 Nobel Prize for Economics
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Goeran K Hansson, Permanent Secretary of the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences (C) announces Angus
Deaton of Britain as the winner of the 2015 Nobel Economics Prize, on 12 October 2015 in Stockholm.

Proto: AFP

13 October 2015

STOCKHOLM  —  British
economist Angus Deaton won
the 2015 economics Nobel Prize
for “his analysis of consumption,
poverty, and welfare,” the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences
said on Monday.

“To design economic policy
that promotes welfare and reduces
poverty, we must first understand
individual consumption choices,”
the award-giving body said on an-
nouncing the 8 million Swedish
crown ($978,000) prize. “More
than anyone else, Angus Deaton
has enhanced this understanding.”

The economics prize, offi-
cially called the Sveriges Riks-
bank Prize in Economic Sciences
in Memory of Alfred Nobel, was
established in 1968. It was not part
of the original group of awards set
out in dynamite tycoon Nobel’s
1895 will.—Reuters

China’s top diplomat to visit Japan amid new spy report

BENING — China’s top
diplomat will visit Japan this
week for high-level political
talks, the foreign ministry said on
Monday, amid reports that China
has detained two more Japanese
nationals for spying.

State  Councillor  Yang
Jiechi, who outranks the foreign
minister, will be in Tokyo on
Tuesday and Wednesday and
will meet the head of Japan’s Na-
tional Security Council, Shotaro
Yachi, a close ally of Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.

Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokeswoman Hua Chunying
said the two sides would talk
about bilateral and international
issues and ways to “manage and
control disputes”, though was not

Indian PM’s party in tight
race as voting opens in

able to immediately say if Yang
would meet Abe.

China and Japan have close
economic and cultural ties, but
have long bickered over their
painful wartime history, and
have an increasingly bitter argu-
ment over ownership of a group
of uninhabited islets in the East
China Sea.

Last month China said that
it had arrested two Japanese for
spying.

Japanese media said over the
weekend that two others had also
been detained, one a Japanese
woman who had been held in
Shanghai since June and the oth-
er a Japanese national in Beijing.

Hua would not directly com-
ment on those reports.

northern state

PATNA — Voting began on
Monday in India’s northern state
of Bihar, where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi faces a major
electoral test whose outcome is
crucial to his efforts to consoli-
date power and speed economic
recovery.

About 67 million people are
registered to vote in India’s third
most-populous state over the next
month in an election spread over
five phases that will test the ap-
peal of Modi’s policies aimed at
industrialisation and creating jobs.

Women dressed in black
burkhas and young men holding
identity cards queued outside a
polling station as voting began
in the district of Begusarai, about
100 km (62 miles) east of Patna,
the state capital.

“We are voting for develop-
ment,” said one voter, Siya Ram

Singh, as he left the polling sta-
tion. “Our villages are not devel-
oped, all the attention has been
focused on towns.”

There were no jobs in the
state for young people, another
voter added. VVotes will be count-
ed on 8 November.

Modi’s ruling Hindu nation-
alist party is not in power in Bihar.
The election could give him the
strength to push through planned
reforms nationwide by boosting
his party’s numbers in the upper
house of parliament, where it is
now in a minority. Since taking
office last year, Modi has strug-
gled to build support in parlia-
ment for an ambitious overhaul of
the economy.

“This is a crucial, crucial
election for Modi,” said S. Chan-
drasekharan, director of the South
Asia Analysis Group in New Del-

“As far as | understand, rele-
vant Chinese departments are in-
vestigating the relevant cases in
accordance with the law. The rel-
evant situation has been passed
on to the Japanese side,” she told
a daily news briefing.

A Japanese foreign ministry
spokesman declined to comment.

Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping has overseen a tightening of
already strict security laws and
regulations, including setting up
a new national security commis-
sion and renaming the national
security law, which took effect
in 1993, as the Counterespionage
Law.

In 2010, four Japanese na-
tionals were temporarily detained
in China on suspicion of entering

hi. “His prestige is on the line.
If his party does well, it’ll be a
huge boost to his credibility. If it
doesn’t, he will be a much dimin-
ished figure.” Among the major

“His prestige is on
the line. If his party
does well, it’ll be a
huge boost to his
credibility. If it
doesn’t, he will be a
much diminished
figure.”

S. Chandrasekharan
Director of the South Asia
Analysis Group

a military zone and taking photo-
graphs without permission. The
detentions came at a time of es-
calating tensions between Tokyo
and Beijing. Last year, China’s
then-ambassador to Iceland dis-
appeared following reports he
had been arrested by state secu-
rity for passing state secrets for
Japan. China has never explained
what happened to him.
Sino-Japanese relations,
coloured by Japan’s occupation
of parts of China before and dur-
ing World War Two as well as ri-
valry for regional influence, have
thawed since Abe met Xi twice
since last November.—Reuters

changes being blocked by opposi-
tion parties are a business-friendly
land purchase law and the biggest
overhaul of taxes since independ-
ence from Britain in 1947.

Victory in Bihar will help
Modi as lawmakers in parlia-
ment’s upper house are picked
on the basis of parties’ strength in
state assemblies.

Opinion polls are divided on
the outcome, but some show Modi
may struggle to capture the state.

Bihar, traditionally seen as a
bellwether of national politics, is
one of India’s poorest states, and
its population of 100 million ex-
ceeds that of Germany.

Modi has visited 13 times
over the last three months to de-
liver speeches, as he tries to win
power in a region where caste
allegiances traditionally decide
elections.—Reuters

Arrest warrant
issued for
ex-Thai PM
Thaksin over
court no-show

BANGKOK — A Thai court on
Monday issued an arrest war-
rant for fugitive former Prime
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra
after he failed to turn up for a
defamation case filed against
him by the army.

The ruling would appear
to mean little as Thaksin lives
abroad anyway to abroad to
avoid a jail sentence handed
down in 2008 for graft, but it is
another setback for the former
telecoms tycoon with some see-
ing it as the latest attempt to en-
sure he never returns to power.

Three governments backed
by Thaksin have been forced to
step down by the courts or mili-
tary since 2006.

Thaksin is accused of de-
faming the military during in-
terviews given to a South Kore-
an newspaper in May that were
later posted on YouTube.

In rare comments to for-
eign media, Thaksin accused
the military of being part of
a conspiracy that overthrew
Thaksin’s sister, former prime
minister Yingluck Shinawatra,
in 2014, days before a bloodless
military coup.

“The accused did not come
to the meeting so a warrant was
issued as the court saw he was
not in the country even though
an appointment was made for
the first hearing,” Major Gen-
eral Sarayuth  Klinmahom,
director of the Office of the
Judge-Advocate of the Royal
Thai Army, told reporters.

Thaksin himself was oust-
ed by the army in 2006. Since
then, the country has been di-
vided between his supporters
and the Bangkok-based elite
which sees him as a threat to
the old royalist-military estab-
lishment.

For more than a decade,
the country has seen at times
violent street protests from both
Thaksin supporters and their
opponents.

Thaksin, whose parties
have won every election since
2001, tapped into the chang-
ing aspirations of the working
class.

But his popularity with
Bangkok’s middle class soon
waned and he was accused of
vote-buying and harbouring
republican sympathies, among
other accusations, all of which
he denies. From his base in Du-
bai, Thaksin travels frequently
to Africa and Asia where he has
business interests.

Yingluck swept to power in
2011 on a wave of rural support
but was ordered to step down
after a court found her guilty of
abusing power.—Reuters
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UK response to migrant crisis is
inadequate, say senior ex-judges

-
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Migrants waits near a fence with razor barbs as an Eurotunnel freight shuttle goes to England by Channel

Tunnel in Calais. PHoTo: REUTERS

LONDON — Some of Britain’s
most senior former judicial fig-
ures criticised Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron’s government on
Monday for its response to the EU
migrant crisis, saying it was inad-
equate and was pushing people
into the arms of smugglers.

A statement, signed by more
than 300 retired judges, working
lawyers and legal experts, said
Britain’s vow to take in 20,000
refugees over the next five years

was not enough, and called for
safe routes to be set up to deal
with a flood of refugees from
war-torn Syria to the European
Union.

Britain’s judiciary rarely
openly criticises politicians, but
this public statement had the sup-
port of dozens of top legal figures
such as Lord Nicholas Phillips,
former President of Britain’s Su-
preme Court, and Nicholas
Bratza, ex-President of the Euro-

pean Court of Human Rights.

“Like many others, we con-
sider that the UK Government’s
offer to resettle 20,000 of the
most vulnerable Syrian refugees
from camps in the Middle East,
spread over 5 years, is too low,
too slow and too narrow,” their
statement said.

It said under international
law states had a duty to provide
protection to refugees but many
countries in the EU including

Islamic State is prime suspect in Turkey

ISTANBUL — lIslamic State is
the focus of investigations into a
twin suicide bombing that killed
at least 97 people in the Turkish

capital Ankara and investigators
are close to identifying one of the
suspects, Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu said on Monday.

Speaking on Turkish broad-
caster NTV in a live interview,
Davutoglu said Saturday’s attack
was an attempt to influence the

Britain had made it impossible to
people to access these rights by
limiting their means of travel.

“This situation, coupled with
draconian penalties on airlines
and ships which carry undocu-
mented passengers ... has created
the conditions which drive indi-
viduals and families into the
hands of people-smugglers, with
unseaworthy and overloaded
boats or suffocating lorries,” it
said.

In response, the government
said Britain had been “at the fore-
front of the international re-
sponse” to the refugee crisis.

“We are working closely
with UNHCR to identify and re-
settle those in the regions who are
the most vulnerable,” said Rich-
ard Harrington, Minister for Syri-
an Refugees. “This also deters
people from attempting these per-
ilous journeys which have already
led to so many tragic deaths.”

The crisis comes at a time
when immigration is a major po-
litical issue in Britain, with polls
suggesting it is now Britons’ top
concern, and could be a signifi-
cant factor in influencing how the
country votes in a referendum on
Britain’s membership of the EU
due by the end of 2017.

Last week, Cameron’s interi-
or minister said mass immigration
was damaging British society,
leading to criticism from some
business figures but praise from
party activists and right-leaning
media.—Reuters

bombing: PM

outcome of a parliamentary elec-
tion on Nov. 1 and that necessary
steps would be taken if security
failures were found to have con-

Police in Diyarbakir, Turkey, on 11

—
October 2015 use tear gas and water cannon to disperse people marching to protest the double suicide bombing

in Ankara that killed up to 128 people. PHoTo: Reuters

Nikolic: It is
time for
national
consensus

PHoto: TaNIuG

BELGRADE Serbian
President Tomislav Nikolic stat-
ed on Monday that it is time for
a national consensus with regard
to Pristina.

“| think that it is time for a
national consensus on how to act
further with regard to Pristina
especially because it seems that
the West is no longer willing to
allow the name Pristina to ap-
pear in official documents,”
Nikolic told reporters in Bel-
grade. | can see that there is an
unfair play about Serbia and that
along with the talks in Brussels,
which should completely define
our relations, a major part of the
Western civilization and the EU
is organising a direct admission
of the Pristina administration to
numerous international organi-
sations without any consulta-
tions with Serbia, Nikolic said
and announced talks with for-
eign officials on Kosovo’s po-
tential UNESCO  member-
ship.—Tanjug

Davutoglu

tributed to the bombing.

“It was definitely a suicide
bombing. DNA tests are being
conducted. It was determined
how the suicide bombers got
there. We’re close to a name,
which points to one group,” he
said of the worst attack in Turkey
of its kind.

Two senior security sources
told Reuters on Sunday that ini-
tial signs suggested Islamic State
was behind the attack, and that it
bore striking similarity to a July
suicide bombing in Suruc near
the Syrian border, also blamed on
the radical Islamists.

The two explosions hap-
pened seconds apart on Saturday
as hundreds gathered for a march
organised by pro-Kurdish activ-
ists and civic groups to protest
over a conflict between Turkish
security forces and Kurdish mili-
tants in the southeast.

The pro-Kurdish Peoples’
Democratic Party (HDP), which
said it was the target of the attack,
has put the death toll at 128 and
said it had identified all but eight
of those bodies. Davutoglu’s of-
fice has said 97 people were
killed.—Reuters
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Not all change is alike

Myint Win Thein

he world always changes, sometimes as a
I result of the actions of well-intentioned
people.

In Myanmar, everyone seems to be a propo-
nent of change, and no one seems to be against
it. Thus, the word ‘change’ has become a catch-
word for every politician. They all promise
change if the people vote for them in the upcom-
ing election.

With the general election approaching, peo-

ple in Myanmar talk about change even more
loudly than before. Politicians from the ruling
party boast about how much has changed since it
took over the government and how much will
change if the people continue to trust them. The
opposition parties promise even more change if
they win the election.

While it is natural for the public to stress that
change is necessary, people must clarify the types
of change they envision, because people’s desires
for change vary widely.

In addition, the type and direction of change
they need may be different from politicians’. On
the other hand, politicians are also required to
identify the change people need.

Many historic world leaders have been im-
mortalised by the change they brought to their
societies. Even more disappeared from history

because they failed to bring about enough
change. Some are remembered as villains who
opposed change.

Now, with everyone apparently working for
change, it is important that Myanmar’s politi-
cians make the changes that the majority of the
people desire.

Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and contribu-
tions. If you have any comments or would like to
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email
wallace.tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to
publish “ Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

Myanmar’s negotiator expresses belief in
China’s willingness to help in peace process

A peace negotiator of Myan-
mar on Saturday expressed
the belief that China would
be willing to help Myanmar
realize peace.

Dr. Min Zaw Oo, direc-
tor of Ceasefire Negotiation
and Implementation with
the Myanmar Peace Cen-
ter, made the remarks in an
interview with Xinhua.

The official denied that
he has accused China of in-
terfering in the country’s
peace process.

He rejected the allega-
tion that his prior interview
with Reuters included re-

one and other countries hold
no responsibility for the long
failure to get resolved.

He highlighted that
Myanmar-China  relations
have been good since an-
cient time and during the pe-
riod of successive Myanmar
governments, believing that
no matter which govern-
ment takes office, the two
countries will have friendly
ties.

Moreover, for the sake
of stability and development
of the two countries” border
areas, he stressed the need
for the two countries to con-

marks charging the Chinese
government with exerting
pressure on some ethnic
armed groups of Myanmar
to stay away from taking
part in signing the Nation-

wide Ceasefire Accord
(NCA) planned for Oct. 15
in Nay Pyi Taw.

“It was a misreport of
the media,” he told Xinhua.

Dr. Min Zaw Oo, director of Ceasefire Negotiation and Im-
plementation with the Myanmar Peace Center, receives an
interview with Xinhua News Agency in Yangon, Myanmar,

Oct. 10, 2015. PHoTo: XINHUA

Praising two Chinese
special envoys for as profes-
sional diplomats, he agreed
that they attended series
of peace talks between the
government and the armed

groups as pure observers
with no pressure put on any
side.

He pointed out that
Myanmar’s peace issue be-
longs to its own domestic

tinue to strengthen coopera-
tion and coordination.

According to the peace
negotiator, the Myanmar
government and eight ethnic
armed groups would take part
insigning the NCA in Nay Pyi
Taw, while door will remain
open to those armed groups
who fail to join the signing
this time.—Xinhua

TIN AUNG

The General Elections

The Constitution of two thousand and eight
among others, grants each Region and State
self governance to shape it’s own destiny,
on the principles of non-disintegration
of the Union, of National Solidarity
and perpetuation of Sovereignty.

It is indeed a historic provision
which will enable each State and Region
to be experienced in exercise of their mandate
in the governance of their Region or State.
The powers to do so is to be extended
as the Constitution was recently amended
giving self governance greater opportunity
in preparation for the Country’s political destiny

In the forth-coming November General Elections
it’s imperative for the people to elect able persons
to the various Hluttaws to hasten the transition
to democracy and the political vision.

Lokethar

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Dear Editor

Green peafowl (Pavo muticus), a majestic, endan-
gered species of peafowls that are cousins of the more
abundant and least concerned blue peafowl or Indian
peafowl (Pavo cristatus), the National Bird of India is
most possibly extinct in its wild habitats of North East
India. The green peafowls have been the glory of the
unspeakable beauty and grandeur of North East India,
predominantly Manipur and Mizoram at one point of
time. The speciesis currently believedto be extinctin the
wildin Southern China, North East Indiaand Bangladesh
as part of its former range and presently restricted only
in small pockets of Myanmar, Thailand, Cambodia,
Laos, Vietnam, Malaysia and Indonesia. Relentless
anthropogenic pressures in the form of over hunting,
capture for colorful plumage and habitat destruction
are believed to be the major factors responsible for the
loss of the species in the wild. In India, the species was
previously found in the states of Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Manipur and Mizoram and its distribution
in Assam is not well recorded. However, there are no
reliable reports of last sighting of the species ever in
its core wild habitats of Manipur and Mizoram for
over a decade. The only live specimens are available
in the Manipur Zoological Garden at Imphal. Based
on my research, this is the only zoo in the entire India
where green peafowl specimens are available for public
display. Since this species was once known from the
spectacularly beautiful North East India, it is import-
ant to educate the people of the region about their lost
treasures from a glorious and organic past. It is painful
to find such a beautiful species being lost in the wild;
and hence | humbly wish to advocate for addressing the
concerned authorities through your esteemed daily to
startacomprehensive captive breeding program for the
species in North East for slowly returning the species
back to its original habitat in the Indian subcontinent.
Breeding stock could be acquired through neighboring
Myanmar still maintaining a natural wild populations
of green peafowl in the country. Both green and blue
peafowlsandtheir hybridsare available inthe EU and the
US international pet markets as a colorful and attractive
caged species. The breeding of the species is reported
to be considerably easy and hassle free and should be
looked upon as a viable alternative to return the species
to the wild in North East India and Myanmar could
be a crucial biodiversity source in providinga stock
breeding population. Such cooperation between Indian
and Myanmar in Joint Conservation Initiative (JCI), if
successful can serve as exemplary global conservation
model.
Thanking you
Sincerely yours
Saikat Kumar Basu
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Nostalgic Memories of The University Hostel Life

Khin Maung Myint
(MPT Retired)

I am not a sentimental person

by nature. However, after |

reminisced about my univer-
sity days in an article on student
unions, contemporaries of mine
urged me to write about the happy
days as hostel students. The task
is a bit challenging, as it would be
of a different theme from the arti-
cles I am used to writing. Those
who had read my previous arti-
cles would have noticed that most
of them dealt with conservation
of the ecosystems, disciplines,
civic duties, hygiene, health, de-
velopments of infrastructures that
would solve traffic jams and to
take advantage of our country’s
strategic assets. Thus, | was reluc-
tant to oblige my friends, but | do
not want to disappoint them, so |
am taking a great risk and attempt
writing it. Though | had studied
at both the Mandalay University
and the Rangoon (YYangon) Uni-
versity (RU), | chose to write the
hostel life at the latter. The reason
is because | thought it would be
more interesting, as the RU’s lo-
cation, its environs, the hostels
and the campus lay out render a
unique atmosphere and beauty.
That uniqueness and the beauty
was what made the RU un-forg-
etable to those who had trodden
the campus grounds during their
student days.

The fact that the Yangon
University is situated on a very
large plot of land and closeness
to the beautiful Inya Lake made it
more unique. Though I had seen
the later day famous modern uni-
versities in Thailand and Singa-
pore, | dare say that there is none
comparable to the Yangon Uni-
versity campus. Also the level of
the academic achievements at this
university was recognized as the
best in South East Asia since its
establishment until the nineteen
sixties. In those days there were
some foreign students, includ-
ing Russians, Chinese, Japanese
and even Nigerians, who stud-
ied here. One of the most well
known of those foreign students
is U Shwe Ba, a Japanese jour-
nalist who used to work for the
NHK broadcasting station at the
Myanmar language section. | had
unexpectedly met him in 1986
in Tokyo, while | was attending
a telecommunication seminar.
He came and introduced him-
self, speaking in fluent Myanmar
language, while he was covering
the seminar for the NHK. During
our conversation, he reminisced
passionately about the happy
days at the Yangon University,
in the nineteen sixties, as an ex-
change student. He explained to
me how he came to be known as
Shwe Ba, the same as that of the
popular action movie star of that
period. According to him another

Inlyar Hostel. PHoto: GoogLe

Japanese student adopted the name
Kyaw Swe, another famous star. The
names were given by their Myanmar
friends.

During those heydays, the Yan-
gon University hostel life was very
enjoyable. There were many facil-
ities and functions on the campus
that the students could participate
and were un-forgetable until today.
The large campus and the nearby
scenic Inya Lake provided the stu-
dents with a perfect setting to take
leisurely strolls and relax. In the eve-
nings, the banks of the Lake were
crowded with groups of students,
both male and female, taking in the
pleasant views and enjoying the cool
and clean breeze that blew across the
large expanse of water. It was the
time to meet and socialize and forget
about the tedious studies for a while.
The Chancellor Road that leads from
the main entrance right to the ma-
jestic and symbolic landmark, the
Convocation Hall, also was another
attraction for the hostel students of
the past. For those few individuals,
who had passion for playing musical
instruments and singing, the night
times afforded them the opportunity
to show off their talents to the lady
students. Early every night, during
the open seasons, small groups of
male students could be seen playing
guitars, medelins, banjos and even
accordions, singing in front of the
ladies’ hostels. There were requests
from the lady students, to sing for
them the songs they wanted to listen.

Other functions are the annual
grand dinners that every hostel stu-
dent looked forward to. Each hostel
would celebrate lavishly with live
music concerts, or Ahnyeint (tra-
ditional Myanmar dance) troupes.
During the months of November and
December, the university campus
took on the carnival mood. There
were one sort of function or the other
going on at the week-ends. The en-
tertainments included those of the
famous foreign artistes too. During

Tk

my two years’ stint at the RU, the
Marther Graham Ballet troupe from
the US staged a show at the Convo-
cation Hall, free of charge, for the
staffs and the students. The famous
Benny Goodman Jazz band, from
the US also entertained the students,
live, in the open space at the front
of the Science Faculty. In the fifties,
jazz music was a craze and to have
that opportunity was a great treat for
the students.

The scientific exhibitions held
annually were also very popular with
the students and the public alike.
During such exhibitions, the public
was welcome to roam the universi-
ty campus, where the exhibits were
on display.The military — Army,
Navy and Air force also participat-
ed in those exhibitions. The military

We should not
forget the fact

that the Yangon
University of the
past had produced
great leaders, most
of whom were hostel
students.

weapons and equipments displayed,
attracted large crowds. As those were
the days when our country was fac-
ing foreign aggressions, the patriotic
students were interested to join the
military to defend the motherland.
At those exhibitions they could ob-
tain necessary informations that were
valuable for them in deciding which
service they should join.

Those who were weight-lifting
or body-building buffs could train
at the well-equipped gymnasium
located behind the Student Union
building. There were tennis courts,
volley ball courts, basketball fields,

a football field, a hockey field, track
and field facilities, indoor badmin-
ton courts, boxing rings and even a
standard-sized swimming pool on
the campus grounds. These sport fa-
cilities provided good trainings for
the students. There was also a boat
club, where interested students could
become members. Thr RUBC ( Ran-
goon University Boat Club) partici-
pated regularly in regattas abroad in
the past. Annual sports meets were
also the highlights of our university
days. Thus it was no wonder there
were many national level sportsmen
and women produced by the RU in
those days.

For those who were interested
in traditional Myanmar dance and
music, the University Arts Associ-
ation provided them the lessons and
occasionally staged concerts on the
campus for the member students to
display their acquired talents. Some
present day famous performers in the
movie industries are products of such
endeavours.

The beauty of the university
and the scenic Inya lake and the
Gantgaw trees, which were abun-
dant on the university campus were
perfect inspirations for the fledg-
ling poets, composers and writers
among the students. During the
blooming seasons, the Gantgaw
flowers engulfed the whole campus
with a pleasant fragrance, a unique
feature that cannot be found any-
where else. The famous phrases
such as — Gantgaw Myay (Gant-
gaw Land) or Gantgaw Taw (Gant-
gaw Jungle), Gantgaw lann (Gant-
gaw Lane) that appeared frequently
in poems, songs and stories relat-
ed to the university campus were
well known, even to those who
had never set foot on the campus.
Such environs are also beneficial to
the students, as the pleasant sights,
smells and atmosphere are good for
the mental health.

In those days, every student
who came from the States and Divi-

sion were able to get accommo-
dated in one of the many hostels
on the campus. There were eleven
hostels for men and four for the
ladies. Each hostel was under the
charge of a Hall Warden and an
Assistant Warden. There were
rules and regulations for the hostel
students to follow, but I had nev-
er, during my time at the hostels,
seen someone committing serious
offense or anyone taken action
for it. The students behaved well
and also the Wardens treated us
as gentlemen. There were no
tight restrictions as to the leaving
and returning to the hostel before
midnight. At midnight the hostel
doors were locked, but the watch-
men would open them for the late
arrivals. So, | must say that our
hostel lives were very free, but no
one take advantage of that situa-
tion. As we were treated like gen-
tlemen, we behaved accordingly.

The hostels bred in us, the
brotherhood spirit and thus we
were very united and supportive
to one another. The friendship
nurtured as hostel-mates were ev-
erlasting. Even many years after
we left the university and went our
own ways, when we meet again in
our waning years, our friendships
were still firm. The friendship
between hostel-mates are thicker
than those between of the class-
mates, as the hostels provided
us an atmosphere of a close-knit
family. The hostels are also places
where students from different re-
gions and states could exchange
their cultures and customs, thus
promoting understanding among
the national races, which would
nurture special bondage and unity
among our people.

I sincerely hope that the
authorities would revitalize the
Yangon University campus and
its hostels very soon. It would
be very welcome, by the public,
if that should materialize. This
hope is not born off the sentiment
of my younger days, but because
it would be a very positive step
in the right direction. We should
not forget the fact that the Yan-
gon University of the past had
produced great leaders, most of
whom were hostel students. Be-
fore concluding, 1 would like to
emphasize the importance to have
hostels made available for the
students as the cost of lodging at
private boarding places are exor-
bitant and lacked security and dis-
cipline. Some places are not fit for
female students to stay. | would
not consider to keep my grand
daughter, if |1 had one, at such
places. In conclusion, 1 would like
to urge the authorities to expedite
the revitalization works of the
main Yangon University campus,
which was once the pride of every
student who had passed down the
annals of her history and for the
country too. A university would
not be complete without the hos-
tels.
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Sweden’s PM shuns opposition calls to push Green Party from power

STOCKHOLM —  Sweden’s
Prime Minister Stefan Lofven
said on Sunday he had no plans to
oust the Green Party from his gov-
ernment but that he wanted more
cooperation with the centre-right
opposition.

On Friday a grassroots rebel-
lion at the Christian Democrats
convention prompted the smallest
opposition party to vote to pull
out of an accord to let the minor-

ity government’s budgets through
parliament, and the other cen-
tre-right parties quickly followed.

The deal was struck just 10
months ago to avoid new elections
after the anti-immigration Sweden
Democrats, which holds the bal-
ance of power, brought down the
centre-left minority government’s
budget by voting for the cen-
tre-right opposition’s bill instead
of its own.

Political crisis escalates in
Irag’s Kurdistan region

ERBIL — Kurdish security forces
stopped the speaker of parliament
in Iraq’s Kurdish north from enter-
ing its capital on Monday in an es-
calating political crisis destabilis-
ing the region at war with Islamic
State militants.

Speaker Yousif Mohammed’s
personal assistant said forces loyal
to the Kurdistan Democratic Party
(KDP) had turned him back on the
road from Sulaimaniyah to Erbil,
where the regional parliament is
located.

The KDP, which controls
Erbil, accuses the Gorran party to
which the speaker belongs of pro-
voking violent protests in which
five people died.

“He has been prevented by
KDP forces and he’s now returned
(to Sulaimaniyah),” said the speak-
er’s personal assistant Daroun
Rahim. “It’s a very dangerous de-

velopment.” The move came after
protesters attacked and torched
several offices of the KDP in Su-
laimaniyah province in the worst
unrest the relatively stable autono-
mous region has seen for years.

Gorran, which is based in Su-
laimaniyah and enjoys popularity
there, said late on Sunday it had
been informed by the KDP that its
ministers in the Kurdistan Region-
al Government (KRG) should not
return to work.

Senior KDP official Hemin
Hawrami appeared to confirm that
on Twitter, saying Gorran was “no
longer in government”.

The crisis is reinforcing old di-
visions in the region, which used to
have two separate administrations,
one run by the KDP in Erbil and
Duhok, and the other controlled by
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan
(PUK) in Sulaimaniyah.—Reuters

Analyst feared the collapse of
the deal could bring about the first
snap election in Sweden in over
half a century.

But in a televised debate on
Sunday, PM Lofven of the Social
Demacrats rejected calls from the
opposition Liberals to oust the
Greens from government in order
to facilitate smoother cooperation
with the opposition.

“Forming a new government

is not on the agenda,” said PM
Lofven. “But | welcome the atti-
tude (of cooperation).”

Several other party leaders
in the debate talked of the need
for cooperation and Anna Kin-
berg-Batra of the Moderate party,
the largest opposition party, said
she would not try to bring down
the government’s budget in a par-
liamentary vote in December or to
use the possibility to alter it after it

had passed.

“Sweden is facing acute chal-
lenges and it would not be respon-
sible to throw Sweden into a polit-
ical crisis now,” she said. The only
party to make substantial gains in
the polls since last year’s election
is the Sweden Democrats. Most
analysts deem a snap election un-
likely as it would probably not to
break the Sweden Democrat’s bal-
ance of power.—Reuters

Police arrest Air France staff

PARIS — Police arrested
several Air France workers at
their homes early on Monday
as investigators tracked down
protesters who hounded exec-
utives from a meeting about
mass job cuts last week and
tore the clothes of two fleeing
managers.

The arrests came a week
after the world’s media broad-
cast footage of a Air France
human resources manager,
his shirt ripped off but tie still
around his neck, scaled a fence
to escape the angry workers. A
second manager had his shirt
ripped down the back.

Police and judicial sources
said five Air France staff, all
members of the hardline CGT
labour union, were arrested at
their homes in the Paris region
and would be placed in custo-
dy in the capital. The incident

took place on 5 October at Air
France’s offices in the Charles
de Gaulle airport zone north of
Paris, where human resources
head Xavier Broseta and long-
haul service executive Pierre
Plissonnier were attending a
works council meeting.

The managers and Air
France Chief Executive Freder-
ic Gagey had been outlining
a cost-cutting plan involving
2,900 layoffs when protesters
stormed the room. The proposal
is described by the company as
“Plan B” after it failed to per-
suade its pilots to accept a less
radical one earlier this year.

At least four of those ar-
rested were from the airline’s
cargo division, the police and
judicial sources said. They were
identified from video footage of
the noisy protest.

Air France declined to

comment on the latest devel-
opments. The airline’s manage-
ment hopes to renew contact
this week with a view to resum-
ing discussions on the carrier’s
future.

“Air France has no com-
ment to make on a judicial en-
quiry,” a spokeswoman for the
company told Reuters.

According to French news-
paper Le Parisien, Air France
management is ready to consid-
er another form of restructuring
along the lines of one agreed
with pilots at its Dutch arm
KLM.

That deal included a freeze
on general pay rises, a gradual
increase in the retirement age,
productivity measures and prof-
it sharing. In return, Air France
could scale back the number of
routes it closes and long-haul
aircraft it withdraws.—Reuters

Syrian army, Russian jets advance against rebels in fiercest clashes for days

BEIRUT — Syrian army and
allied forces supported by Rus-
sian warplanes made further
advances as they pressed an of-
fensive against insurgents on
Monday, in the fiercest clashes
for nearly a week, a monitor said.

Russian jets carried out at
least 20 air strikes on the town of
Kafr Nabuda in Hama province
in western Syria, and hundreds
of shells hit the area as the Syr-
ian army and Hezbollah fighters
seized part of it, the Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights said.

Forces loyal to President
Bashar al-Assad have in the past
few days recaptured territory
close to the government’s coast-
al heartland in the west thanks to
Russian intervention, reversing
rebel advances made earlier this
year.

Moscow says its air cam-
paign targets Islamic State, but
most of the strikes have hit rival
insurgent groups fighting against
Assad, some of which are sup-
ported by the United States.

Pro-government forces in-
cluding the Lebanese group Hez-
bollah on Monday captured the
southern part of Kafr Nabuda, the
Observatory’s Rami Abdulrah-
man said.

The fighting, shelling and air
strikes killed and wounded doz-
ens of insurgents, he said.

Rebel fighters carry their weapons as they take positions in the town of Kafr Nabudah, in Hama Province, Syria, on which forces loyal to Syria’s

President Bashar al-Assad are carrying out offensives to take control of the town, on 11 October 2015. PHoto: ReuTers

“These are the most violent
battles in the northern country-
side (of Hama) since the start
of joint operations several days
ago” between the Russian air

force and Syrian ground forces,
he said.

Kafr Nabuda’s capture

would bring government forces
closer to insurgent-held positions

along the main highway that
links Syria’s main cities. “The
town is very important and stra-
tegic,” Abdulrahman said.
Russia began its air cam-

paign on September 30, alarm-
ing a US-led coalition which is
carrying out its own air strikes
against Islamic State in Syria and
Irag.—Reuters
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Novartis buys another
2.5 percent in Israel’s
Gamida CeII

e -
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Swiss drugmaker Novartis’ logo is seen behind scaffolding at the
company’s plant in the northern Swiss town of Stein January 27, 2015.

Proto: REuTERS

JERUSALEM — Swiss
drugmaker Novartis will invest
up to an extra $15 million in
Gamida Cell, an Israeli developer
of stem cell therapies, Gamida
said on Sunday.

Novartis last year invested
$35 million in the company for a
15 percent stake, in a deal that
could reach $600 million if No-
vartis exercises a buyout option
that expires in 2016.

The $15 million investment
will be used to advance Gamida
Cell’s clinical programmes, in-
cluding the development of
NiCord, an experimental treat-
ment for patients with high risk
hematological malignancies, or
blood cancers such as leukemia
and lymphoma and sickle cell dis-
ease.

Gamida plans to initiate a
Phase Il clinical trial with
NiCord in mid-2016.

As part of the latest deal,
Novartis will immediately invest
$5 million in Gamida Cell for an
additional 2.5 percent stake.

Also, subject to the close of
an equity financing by the end of
2017 to fund the late stage de-
velopment of NiCord, Novartis
will invest up to another $10
million. Novartis will not have
rights or options to Gamida Cell
products or technology under the
terms of the agreement.

Other Gamida shareholders
include Clal Biotechnology Indus-
tries, Elbit Imaging, Israel Health-
care Venture, Teva Pharmaceuti-
cal Industries, Denali Ventures
and Auriga Ventures.—Reuters
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Florida circus elephants find
second career in research

POLK CITY — At a Florida
retirement home for former cir-
cus elephants, residents enjoy a
steady diet of high-quality hay
and local fruits and vegetables, as
well as baths and occasional
walks.

For these majestic beasts,
this life of relative leisure at the
200-acre Centre for Elephant
Conservation comes after years
on the road, entertaining Ameri-
ca in “The Greatest Show on
Earth” for Ringling Bros and
Barnum & Bailey Circus. Under
pressure of animal rights activ-
ists, the circus is now phasing the
animals out of its show.

In March, the circus compa-
ny announced with some reluc-
tance that it would end its ele-
phant acts by 2018. It said it
wanted to use the retired animals
to help save their endangered
species through breeding and
medical research.

“If we didn’t do it, the ele-
phants would go extinct in North
America, likely in 25 years or
less,” said Kenneth Feld, chief
executive officer of the circus’
owner, Feld Entertainment.

Animal  welfare groups,
which for years have accused the
circus of mistreating the ele-
phants, are still not satisfied and
have questioned the company’s
current plan.

“Certainly it’s an improve-
ment to take the elephants off the
road, but Ringling should imme-
diately retire all its elephants to
real sanctuaries instead of a bo-
gus breeding farm in Florida,”
said Rachel Mathews, legal

counsel to People for the Ethical
Treatment of Animals. “They
should be allowed to just be ele-
phants.”

Asian elephants, which are
smaller and rarer than the Afri-
can variety, have long been an
audience favorite under the big
top.

Fewer than 40,000 Asian el-
ephants remain in the wild.
About 250 are in captivity in the
United States, 26 of which were
born over the past 20 years at
Ringling facilities.

The ranch-like property in
central Florida where 29 of the
circus company’s 42 Asian ele-
phants now live is about an
hour’s drive south of The Villag-
es, the sprawling human retire-
ment destination and golfer’s
paradise.

The elephants spend their
days outdoors in fenced enclo-
sures where they are in sight or
earshot of one another and enjoy
loaves of white bread as an occa-
sional treat. At night they stay in
large barns, with their feet often
chained to keep them from steal-
ing each other’s food.

But the animals have not left
their former lives behind alto-
gether. They continue to receive
training to make them easier to
manage, staff said.

The elephants are still
trained to lie down, which allows
workers scrub them, and to put a
foot on a stool, which helps in
grooming their toenails.

Their close interaction with
trainers allows the staff to easily
take weekly blood samples from

the large veins behind their ears.
The blood is used to monitor the
elephants” health and provide
specimens for research. A Ring-
ling spokesman could not say
how many, if any, elephants had
been officially retired since the
announcement, only that the
company still has 13 performing
in three units.

Feld said he was saddened
by the decision to remove the el-
ephants, which have been fix-
tures in circus shows for more
than a century, but the company
is committed to helping protect
and preserve the species.

One example is the elephant
conservation centre’s work with
the Smithsonian’s National Zoo.
The aim is to improve the diag-
nosis and treatment of a herpes
virus that kills 20 percent of ele-
phant calves born in North Amer-
ica, said veterinarian Dennis
Schmitt, Ringling’s director of
research. On reproduction of the
species, Ringling has established
a Genomic Resource Bank for
Asian elephants and has achieved
a live birth through artificial in-
semination. The center, which is
not open to the public, has also
helped in cancer prevention ef-
forts for humans.

Despite a far-greater body
mass and far more cells than hu-
mans, the lifetime cancer mor-
tality risk for elephants is less
than 5 percent, compared with
11 percent to 25 percent in hu-
mans, according to a new study
published Thursday in the Jour-
nal of the American Medical
Association.—Reuters

Staff deaths at leading hospltal put India’s TB battle in spotllght

MUMBAI — Campaigners and a
former official overseeing Asia’s
largest tuberculosis hospital in
Mumbai say staff deaths there are
being under-reported, highlight-
ing India’s growing struggle to
contain multi-drug resistant forms
of the contagious, airborne dis-
ease.

Many of India’s toughest TB
cases end up in the metal cots of
the state-run Sewri Hospital,
where on a recent Reuters visit
open wards were lined with ema-
ciated patients, many left alone by
families scared by the disease and
its stigma.

Medical Superintendent Ra-
jendra Nanavare, Sewri’s top doc-
tor, says an average of six patients
a day die at the 1,200-bed hospi-
tal.

Nanavare says a dozen hospi-
tal workers had also died from TB
in the last five years. But others
say the real number of staff deaths
is higher — although they could
not give a precise figure — point-
ing to a public health crisis at the
heart of one of the world’s most
densely populated cities.

“A lot of class 4 workers like
the sweepers and the cleaners at
the hospital leave work after they
get the infection,” said Prakash
Devdas, president of the local
workers’ union.

“We don’t know if they’re
alive with the infection or dead.
Nobody tracks them. That’s why |
said the actual number would be
much higher.”

Campaigners blame weak in-
fection controls, poor oversight
and infrequent checks on workers
in a country where the shame of
TB alone drives people to suicide.

“There is so much interaction
between the patients and staff.
They become more vulnerable...
especially if they have weak im-
munity,” said former TB officer
Mini Khetarpal, who supervised
the hospital for Mumbai authori-
ties until earlier this year.

Nanavare said 69 employees
has been diagnosed with TB since
2011, of whom 12 had died while
28 had been cured.

A lot of staff continue to
work at the hospital long after be-
ing infected.—Reuters

A security woman stands guard outside the Group of TB Hospitals in Mumbai, India. PHoto: ReuTERS
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China says
plans to lift all
out of poverty
in six years

BEIJING — China hopes to
lift all its 70 million living be-
neath the poverty line to safety
within the next six years, at an
average rate of a million peo-
ple a month, a cabinet official
said on Monday.

Despite rapid economic
growth in the last two decades,
poverty remains a huge issue
in China, especially in rural ar-
eas where a lack of jobs drives
able-bodied adults to work
elsewhere, leaving children
and the elderly behind.

“We have six years to
eradicate all poverty,” said
Hong Tianyun, deputy director
of China’s State Council Lead-
ing Group Office of Poverty
Alleviation and Development
of China, on the government’s
website.

About 70 million people,
mostly in the countryside, live
beneath China’s poverty line,
earning less than 2,300 yuan
($362) annually, the official
Xinhua news agency reported
last month, citing data from the
National Bureau of Statistics.

Hong added the short
timeframe put pressure on lo-
cal governments.

“If there are no special
major initiatives, it will be
extremely difficult to achieve
this mission,” Hong said. “So,
from the central to local au-
thorities, from top to bottom,
the pressure has been coming
down.”

The central treasury has
channelled more money into
a poverty relief fund this year
after results last year fell short,
analysts have said.

About 12.3 million peo-
ple earned enough in 2014 to
move above the poverty line,
compared with 43.3 million in
2011, Xinhua said.

China has previously set
2020 as a target for virtual-
ly eliminating poverty within
its borders, proposing a pro-
gramme including free voca-
tional schools, better public
services, financing for new
businesses and improvements
in rural healthcare and roads.

But concerns about the
yawning gap between the rich
and the poor have intensified
as the world’s second-largest
economy slows.

Beijing also faces huge
pressure in creating jobs for
university graduates.

Leaders have said avoid-
ing mass unemployment is a
crucial police priority amid the
slowdown.—Reuters
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An aerial view shows a glass bridge under construction as it is suspended over a canyon in Zhangjiajie National Park, Hunan province, China.

Ohio prosecutor criticised over
reports on child’s shooting by police

CLEVELAND — An Ohio
prosecutor handling the fatal
shooting by police of a 12-year-
old boy while he played with a
replica pistol was criticised by
activists on Sunday for releas-
ing two reports that called the
shooting “reasonable” before any
grand jury decision on charges
had been announced.

“It looks as though the pros-
ecutor is trying to taint the grand
jury process as well as manipu-
late the judicial process overall,”
said Edward Little, one of the
so-called Cleveland 8, a group of
clergy, academics and activists
who have called for the two po-
lice officers involved in the No-
vember 2014 playground shoot-
ing of Tamir Rice to be indicted.

The conclusions of a retired
FBI agent and an out-of-state
prosecutor were submitted to the
Cuyahoga County prosecutor’s
office ahead of an expected deci-
sion by a grand jury on whether
criminal charges were warranted
in the shooting, which was cap-
tured on surveillance video.

Cuyahoga County Prose-
cutor Timothy McGinty said in
a statement on Saturday that his
office was not reaching any con-
clusions based on the two reports.
The reports said Timothy Loeh-
mann, the white officer who shot
Rice, who was black, opened fire
because he felt threatened.

The case is one in a series of

high-profile police-related shoot-
ing deaths of African-Americans
which have raised questions
about the use of force by law en-
forcement.

Little said the release of the
reports to media late Saturday on
a holiday weekend was “reminis-
cent” of prosecutors’ handling of
the shooting of Michael Brown in
Ferguson, Missouri where details
of the case were leaked to the me-
dia before a grand jury decision
not to bring charges against the
police officer involved.

“This community has lost all
hope in this prosecutor to be fair
and impartial,” Little said.

Retired FBI agent Kim-
berly Crawford, in a review of
the shooting, wrote that it was
“apparent not only was Officer
Loehmann required to make a
split-second decision, but also
that his response was a reasona-
ble one.”

In another report, Colorado
prosecutor S Lamar Sims also
concluded that “Officer Loeh-
mann’s belief that Rice posed a
threat of serious physical harm or
death was objectively reasonable,
as was his response to that per-
ceived threat.”

The Rice family’s attorney,
Subodh Chandra, accused pros-
ecutors of failing to properly
advocate for the victim and of
“sandbagging” the grand jury
proceedings by improperly re-

leasing case documents.

“Our prosecutor is freelanc-
ing. The officers here are being
given special treatment,” he said
in a phone interview.

Civil rights activists lit up
social media on Sunday to criti-
cize the handling of the case.

“It’s Mike Brown all over
again. The police are working
their tactics to make sure the fam-
ily don’t get that day in court,”
said Tory Russell, with Hands Up
United, a Ferguson-based social
rights group.

“This is a very transparent
attempt to undermine the abil-

ity to receive justice for Tamir
Rice and his family,” said Arisha
Hatch, with the civil rights group
Color of Change.

Rice was killed after Cleve-
land police received an emergen-
cy call about someone brandish-
ing a gun outside a city recreation
centre. Officer Loehmann shot
Rice twice in the abdomen, sec-
onds after his partner, who also
is white, drove their vehicle to
within 5 feet (1.5 metres) of the
boy in the playground. The gun
turned out to be an replica pistol
that shoots pellets, but had the or-
ange tip removed.—Reuters

Proid-11-22 150310 |

Tamir E Rice, 12, is seen allegedly pointing a pellet gun at the Cudell
Recreation Centre in Cleveland, Ohio, in this still image from video
released by the Cleveland Police Department. Proto: ReuTers
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Key allies of disgraced China security chief jailed for graft

BENING — Chinese
courts sentenced two key
allies of disgraced former
security chief Zhou Yon-
gkang to jail on Monday,
one for 16 years and the
other for 13, after finding
them guilty of corruption,
the latest officials felled in
a sweeping anti-graft cam-
paign.

President Xi Jinping
has spent the past three
years waging war on
deep-seated  corruption,
saying it threatens the very
survival of the ruling Com-
munist Party.

Scores of senior offi-

cials in the party, the gov-
ernment, the military and
state-owned  enterprises
have been brought down,
including Zhou, jailed for
life in June after a secret
trial in China’s most sen-
sational graft scandal in 70
years.

A court in Hanjiang
in the central province of
Hubei jailed Jiang Jiemin,
the former head of state-
owned China National
Petroleum Corporation
(CNPC), the country’s top
energy group, for 16 years
for bribery and abuse of
power.

Another court in a
different part of Hubei
called Xianning sentenced
Li Chuncheng, who was a
deputy Communist Party
boss in the southwestern
province of Sichuan, to 13
years in jail on the same
charges.

The announcements
came on the courts’ official
microblogs.

Jiang was a close
associate of Zhou, the
once-powerful  domestic
security chief and a former
member of the elite Polit-
buro Standing Committee,
the most senior person to

have been charged with
corruption in Xi’s an-
ti-graft campaign.

Zhou had also been at
CNPC, the parent company
of PetroChina Co Ltd, hav-
ing risen through the ranks
to serve as general manag-
er from 1996 to 1998.

State television
showed pictures of a grim-
faced Jiang, who also ran
the state asset regulator for
five months before being
sacked in September 2013,
sitting in the dock with a
policeman at each side.

Jiang took more than
14 million yuan ($2.21

million) in bribes between
2004 and 2013, and with
Zhou’s connivance broke
rules to provide assistance
to others in their business
dealings, the court said
without elaborating.

Jiang admitted his
guilt and provided evi-
dence of his crimes and
so received a more leni-
ent sentence, the Hanjiang
court said, adding he would

not appeal.
He had served as
CNPC chairman from

2011 to 2013 and had gone
on trial in April. It is not
clear why the verdict took

so long to come out.

The former senior Si-
chuan official Li took 19.8
million yuan in bribes, but
also got a lighter sentence
for his confession and co-
operation, the court said.

While the statement
did not use Zhou’s name,
Li was mentioned in
Zhou’s trial as someone
who used his influence to
help others’ illegal busi-
ness activities. Li also went
on trial in April.

Zhou was party boss
of Sichuan from 1999-
2002 and it became one of
his powerbases.—Reuters

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV BANGKACHAI VOY NO (139)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV BANGK-
ACHAI VOY NO (139) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 13.10.2015 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.I.P.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S WONGSAMUT OCEAN
SHIPPING CO LTD.
Phone No: 2301186

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV BEHSHAD VOY NO (SCY1005)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV BEHSHAD
VOY NO (SCY1005) are hereby notified that the ves-
sel will be arriving on 12.10.2015 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.L.T.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S LAND AND SEA SHIPPING
LINE
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV CHENG SHAN WEI VOY NO (009)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV CHENG
SHAN WEI VOY NO (009) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 13.10.2015 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.L.T.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S BRILLANT SKY SHIPPING
COLTD.
Phone No: 2301186

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV MALTE RAMBOW VOY NO (1517)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV MALTE
RAMBOW VOY NO (1517) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 12.10.2015 and cargo
will be discharged into the premises of M.L.T.T/M.1.P
where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses
and subject to the byelaws and conditions of the Port
of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT
(S’PORE) PTELTD

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV KUO HSIUNG VOY NO (1040W)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV KUO HSI-
UNG VOY NO (1040W) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 12.10.2015 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of M.I.P/H.P.T where
it will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and sub-
ject to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yan-
gon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S CHINA SHIPPING LINES

Phone No: 2301185

Reminder for Companies

1. The notification has been publicized in local news-
paper that the companies registered in accordance
with Myanmar Companies Act ( 1914 ) and Spe-
cial Company Act ( 1950 ) at the Directorate of
Investment and Company Administration ( DICA)
have to notified their existence regardless of
whether their registration is valid or not latest by
16 October 2015.

2. The reminder is therefore made that the companies
which have not yet notified must report to DICA
in due course and consideration will not be made
for those reported beyond the deadline and will be
struck off from the registered list according to Sec-
tion 247 of Myanmar Companies Act.

Directorate of Investment and Company Administration

Phone No: 2301185

WEATHER REPORT

BAY INFERENCE: Monsoon is weak in the Anda-
man Sea and South Bay and weather is partly cloudy
elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE
13" October, 2015: Rain or thundershowers will be
scattered in Kachin State, fairly widespread in Up-
per Sagaing and Taninthayi Regions, Shan, Chin and
Kayah States and widespread in the remaining Regions
and States with likelihood of isolated heavy falls in
Mandalay, Magway and Ayeyarwady Regions, Rakh-
ine State. Degree of certainty is (100%).

STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be moderate in My-
anmar waters.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS:
Thundery activities in the Southern Myanmar areas.
FORECAST FOR NAYPYITAW AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 13" October, 2015: One
or two rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is
(100%).

FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOUR-
ING AREA FOR 13" October, 2015: One or two rain
or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (100%).
FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 13" October, 2015: One
or two rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is

(100%).

ADVERTISE
WITH US!

- We are Myanmar’s highest-circulating
English language daily newspaper

- We offer competitive ad rates

- Your ad will be seen by a wide and
influential readership
Email: thantunaungnlm@gmail.com
Phone: (01) 860 4532
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Vin Diesel answers
‘body-shamers’ with
six-pack abs photo

LOS ANGELES — “Furious
8” star Vin Diesel posted on
Instagram a new photo of him
showing of his abs in a reply to
people, who mocked his round
belly. Diesel made headlines
for showing off his round belly
during his stay at a hotel in Mi-
ami earlier this month.

The 48-year-old actor took
to Instagram on Saturday, Oc-
tober 10 to address the news
and say that “body-shaming is
always wrong,” reported Ace-
showbiz. Diesel posted a pho-
to of him standing upright in
a black shirt showing off his

muscular pecs. He looked mys-
terious as he wore black glasses
and held mobile phone on one
hand. “It is amazing the re-
sponse from the journalists who
I have been talking to for the last
two days in New York. Today
one wanted to see the dad bod.
Haha,” he wrote. The ac-
tor of “The Last Witch Hunter”
continued, “l am wondering
if | should show the picture...
Body-shaming is always wrong!
What do you think?” The snap
came along with the hashtag
“Last Witch Hunter,” a movie
he is currently promoting.—PT]I

LOS ANGELES — *“Pan”
walked the plank over the Co-
lumbus Day Weekend.

Warner Bros. spent $150
million to bring the Neverland
adventure to screens and millions
more in marketing, but the big-
budget fantasy mustered a puny
$15.5 million opening. That de-
but puts “Pan” alongside “The
Fantastic Four” and “Tomor-
rowland” in the pantheon of the
year’s most punishing flops.

“It’s a huge misfire,” said
Jeff Bock, box office analyst
with Exhibitor Relations, add-
ing, “We won’t see another Pe-
ter Pan film for awhile.” “Pan’s”
backers weren’t the only ones
having a rough weekend. Sony’s
“The Walk” stumbled in its wide
release, expanding from 448
Imax and premium large format
theaters to more than 2,500 loca-
tions, and eking out $3.6 million
in the process. The biopic about
Philippe Petit’s daring high-wire
walk between the Twin Towers
cost $35 million to produce and
has clear Oscar ambitions for di-
rector Robert Zemeckis and the

technical team behind the film. It
has made a paltry $6.4 million in
its initial two weeks. The Sony
team seems discouraged that
positive reviews for the picture’s
innovative use of 3D and strong
word-of-mouth  hasn’t  lifted
“The Walk” higher.

“It’s a conundrum why more
folks didn’t come out, because
once you see it, it’s one of those
films that you never forget,” said
Rory Bruer, Sony’s distribution
chief. “It’s a picture that every-
body put their heart and soul
into.”

With the new major studio
releases teetering, Fox’s “The
Martian” stabilized overall ticket
sales. The space thriller slipped
a modest 32% in its second
weekend, nabbing $37 million
and pushing its domestic total to
$108.7 million. Sony’s “Hotel
Transylvania 2” also showed im-
pressive endurance, racking up
$20.3 million in its third week-
end and bringing its stateside
haul to $116.8 million.

With “Pan” finishing in third
place, the top five was rounded

| am single:

LONDON — Grammy-winner
Sam Smith says he is “still very
single” following his split from
Jonathan Zeizel earlier this
year as he is focusing on his
relationships with friends and
family.

The 23-year-old “Writ-
ing’s On The Wall” hitmaker
had a short-lived romance with
the American dancer earlier
this year but has now confessed
he is not yet ready for a rela-
tionship, reported Female First.

“At the moment I’'m try-
ing to hang on to a relationship
with me and my family and my
friends. Once I’ve got into the
routine of this life, which may-

be I’m still trying to get into
that cruise-control with, then |
think maybe | can introduce a
guy. I’m still very single,” he
said.

The singer also said he is
glad he never had a real rela-
tionship before he found fame
as he believes he would have
missed the normality of it.

“I'm trying my best.
There’s different challenges.
The blessing for me is that |
didn’t have a boyfriend before
I got well known so | didn’t
know any different. If I’d been
in a relationship before | got
well known | think 1’d be a bit
more upset,” Smith said.—PTI

Actor Hugh Jackman arrives
for the world premiere of “Pan”
at Leicester Square in London,
Britain. PHoto: ReuTers

out by Warner Bros.” “The In-
tern” and Lionsgate’s “Sicario,”
which earned $8.7 million and
$7.3 million, respectively. “The
Intern” has generated $49.6 mil-
lion in receipts, while “Sicario’s”
total stands at $26.7 million.

In limited release, Univer-
sal’s “Steve Jobs” scored, pulling
in $521,000 across four theat-

ot

ers for a per-screen average of
$130,236. That ranks as the best
theater average of the year, and
nicely positions the film about
the Apple co-founder for its wide
release launch on 23 October.
“This is a movie that’s ex-
ecuted so well that you’re not
seeing a biography of a man, so
much as you’re seeing a work of
art,” said Nicholas Carpou, Uni-
versal’s domestic distribution
chief. Bruised by poor reviews
and the continued strength of
“Hotel Transylvania 2,” “Pan”
failed to deliver family crowds.
Roughly 55% of its opening au-
dience was female and 52% of
ticket buyers were over 25 years
old. The film rolled out across
3,515 locations. “Pan” was orig-
inally slated to open in July, but
Warner Bros. pushed the film
back into October citing the need
for more time to complete the
visual effects work. The film’s
cast includes Hugh Jackman,
Rooney Mara and Garrett Hed-
lund. Joe Wright, best known for
prestige fare like “Atonement,”
directed the picture.—Reuters

. —— - —

Steven Tyler
wants Trump
to stop using
Aerosmith

LOS ANGELES — Aerosmith
frontman Steven Tyler has re-
portedly asked Donald Trump
to stop using his band’s song
“Dream On” during his presi-
dential campaign.

According to the Holly-
wood Reporter, representatives
for Tyler sent Donald Trump
for President Inc a cease-and-
desist letter on 10 October, ask-
ing that he stop using the track
during campaign events. This
is said to be the second time
Trump has been asked not to
use the song, having been first
warned after an event on Au-
gust 21 in Mobile, Alabama.

However he has continued
to use it at events, including
during a recent appearance in
Georgia.

The cease-and-desist letter
stated, “Trump for President
does not have our client’s per-
mission to use ‘Dream On’ or
any of our client’s other music
in connection with the Cam-
paign because it gives the false
impression that he is connected
with or endorses Mr Trump’s
presidential bid.

“We are unaware of any
public performance license
granting Trump for President
the right to perform ‘Dream On’
in connection with the Cam-
paign. If Trump for President
has any such license, please
forward it to our attention im-
mediately.” Trump is thought
to be an big Aerosmith fan and
last year he attended one of the
band’s concerts, after which he
tweeted, it “doesn’t get any bet-
ter than that.”

He was also believed to
have been on friendly terms
with Tyler, reportedly bringing
the singer to the Republican
debate in August as a personal
guest.—PTI

Grammy-winner Sam Smith. PHoto: ReuTERS
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Buffalo races attract crowds in Cambodia

Cambodian men ride buffaloes during an annual water buffalo race at Vihear Sour pagoda
in Kandal province, Cambodia, on 12 October 2015. PHoTo: XINHUA

Chinese visitors
help boost

New Zealand
accommodation
sector

WELLINGTON —
A surge in Chinese
visitors  helped boost
New Zealand’s accom-
modation sector in Au-
gust, according to figures
from the government sta-
tistics agency Monday.

Guest nights in
commercial accommo-
dation for August were
up 4.2 percent year on
year, said a statement
from Statistics New Zea-
land.

Domestic guest
nights were up 5 percent
and international guest
nights were up 2.6 per-
cent.

For the year ended
August, national guest
nights were up 5.4 per-
cent from the August
2014 year.

Visitor arrivals in
August were up 7 per-
cent year on year to
202,900, the highest ever
for an August month,
Statistics New Zealand
said last month.

Visitors  arriving
from China in August
were up 5,200 year on
year to 25,100, the high-
est-ever number for an
August month.

The number of visi-
tors in the year to the end
of August was up 8 per-
cent to an annual record
of 3.02 million.

In the year ending
August, three countries
accounted for 61 per-
cent of New Zealand’s
overseas visitors: Aus-
tralia with 1.29 million,
China with 320,400 and
the United States with
236,300.—Xinhua

KANDAL — Thousands
of Cambodians flocked to
Vihear Sour pagoda here
on Monday to watch buffa-
lo races along a dirt track as
part of a ceremony marking
the end of Pchum Ben, an
annual 15-day festival hon-
oring the dead.

Sam Sophy, director of
Kandal Provincial Tourism
Department, said 24 water
buffalos were registered
for the 450-metre-race on a
muddy road leading to the
pagoda.

“The event is aimed to
preserve and promote our
Cambodian culture and tra-
dition to national and inter-
national tourists,” he told
Xinhua.

Thai Thang, chairman
of the racing committee,
said each of the participants
was given five US dollars.

Rider Cho Sok-hen,
35, said he has joined the
race for 15 years in order
to preserve this traditional
sport and to celebrate the
Pchum Ben.

“We do not compete
for the championship, but
for pleasure. After the race,
we ride our beasts back
home and do farming as
usual,” he said.

Interspersed with the
buffalo races were horse
races and other events, in-
cluding bouts of traditional
wrestling and stick- fight-

ing.

Both buffaloes and
horses were adorned with
brightly colored headgear
before the festivities kicked
off.

“I have joined the race
for three years. My partic-
ipation is to contribute to
the preservation of Cambo-
dian tradition,” said horse
rider Thy Thach.

“After the race, we use
our horses for transporta-
tion.”

Pchum Ben is one of
the largest traditional cer-
emonies in the Southeast
Asian country.

Vihear Sour pago-
da is located some 40 km
southeast of capital Phnom
Penh.—Xinhua

Safety of food from Fukushima emphaS|zed at Mllan expo

MILAN — A campaign
began at the Japan Pavilion
of the food-themed world
expo in Italy on Sunday to
demonstrate to visitors that
food from Fukushima Pre-
fecture is safe despite a nu-
clear disaster there in 2011.
During the four-day
campaign through Wednes-
day, samples of local foods,
such as fruits and Japanese
sake, are being offered to
highlight the quality control
efforts producers have been
making since the disaster.
At the pavilion, Norio
Hashimoto, an official of

the Fukushima prefectural
government, said the quali-
ty of fruits shipped from the
prefecture is “fully vouched
for.” He added, “Fukushima
is one of the major produc-
ers of fruits in the country.”
His colleague, Take-
shi Fujita, said the purpose
of the campaign is to con-
vey “correct information”
about Fukushima foods, but
stressed that he does not in-
tend to force it on anyone.
The campaign is also
aimed at conveying how
far rebuilding has pro-
ceeded since the Fukushi-

ma Daiichi nuclear power
plant suffered meltdowns
in tsunami triggered by a
powerful earthquake on 11
March, 2011.

A 59-year-old visitor
said he enjoyed the dried
peaches and sake that
were served at the event,
expressing hope that safe-
ty is pursued “sincerely”
on matters of food. Some
visitors had the chance
to experience Fukushima
folklore in which dump-
lings are skewered on tree
branches to wish for a good
harvest.—Kyodo News

A student (R) of the University of Milan hands out dried
peaches from Japan’s Fukushima Prefecture to visitors to
the Japan Pavilion at the world expo in the Italian city, on 11
October 2015. PHoto: Kyopo News
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08:52 Am
09:03 Am News
09:26  Am  Life In Night
10:03 Am  News
10:43 Am
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Today Myanmar & ICT “Education & ICT”
Bogalay Tint Aung: A Man of Versatility
Today Myanmar “Fixed Minimum Wage”
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A bike ride in pursuit of Mural Art (Episode-2)
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e TV Drama Series
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« Radio Drama
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e Myanmar Video
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* Mytta Pawana By
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News
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e Money Talk Myanmar
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9:00 pm
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e TV Drama Series
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Germany, Albania, Romania
and Poland join 2016 party

A young man makes the eagle symbol of the Albanian flag with his hands while watching on a screen the
Euro 2016 qualifying soccer match between Albania and Serbia, in Kosovo’s capital Pristina, on 8 October

2015. Serbia won 2-0. PHoto: REUTERS

LONDON — World
champions Germany and per-
ennial also-rans Albania do not
share much in common in soc-
cer but both were united in joy
on Sunday when they qualified
for Euro 2016 in France along
with Romania and Poland.

The World Cup winners,
who have lifted the Henri De-
launey trophy three times as
European champions, left it late
but sealed their spot with a 2-1
win over already-eliminated
Georgia which gave them top
spot in Group D.

Albania, who have never
previously reached the World

Cup or European Champion-
ship since first entering both
in the mid-1960s as a secretive
state shrouded in hard-line com-
munist aloofness, secured their
place with a 3-0 win over Arme-
nia in Yerevan.

Thousands of their support-
ers in both Albania and Kosovo,
where a number of the Albania
players were born, took to the
streets, letting off fireworks and
driving around towns and cities
hooting their car horns in cele-
bration.

Poland finished behind
Germany with a 2-1 win over
Ireland in Warsaw forcing the

Irish into the playoffs. The
winner was a stunning diving
header by striker Robert Le-
wandowski who took his tally
to a record-equalling 13 for a
single Euro campaign.

Romania also secured their
berth in France when they won
3-0 in the wintry Faroe Islands
to secure second place in Group
F behind already-qualified
Northern Ireland.

Romania’s victory lifted
them to 20 points, one behind
the Irish who finished on 21 af-
ter a 1-1 draw in Finland, leav-
ing Hungary in third spot with a
place in the playoffs.—Reuters

Mercedes take title as Hamilton wins in Russia

SOCHI — Mercedes clinched
their second successive Formula
One constructors’ championship
on Sunday and Lewis Hamilton
took a huge stride towards his
third drivers’ title with victory in
Russia.

Congratulated on the podi-
um by President Vladimir Putin,
Hamilton took his ninth win of the
season and 42nd of his career after
a throttle problem forced the early
retirement of German team mate
Nico Rosberg.

The Briton now has a lead
of 66 points over Ferrari’s sec-
ond-placed Sebastian Vettel and,
if results go his way, can secure
his own second successive crown
in Austin, Texas, in two weeks’
time. Mercedes team bosses had
left the circuit long before the
constructors’ title was confirmed,
however, with the outcome de-
pending on a stewards’ enquiry
that eventually demoted Ferra-
ri’s Kimi Raikkonen from fifth
to eighth. “We found out (about
the title) upstairs. It just feels spe-
cial to be a part of it and to have

Mercedes Formula One driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain throws his
trophy in the air in celebration after winning the Russian F1 Grand Prix
in Sochi, Russia, on 11 October 2015. PHoTo: REUTERS

contributed to a team success,”
Hamilton told reporters some two
hours after the race had ended.
“Itis a great, great, great feel-
ing.” With four races remaining,
and a maximum 100 points to be
won, Hamilton has 302 points to
Vettel’s 236 and Rosberg’s 229.
“It looked like we were going
to have a race and I was thinking

this is great and we were going to
put on a good show,” said Ham-
ilton, who also won the inaugural
Russian Grand Prix last year, of
his afternoon. “Nico made a mis-
take at turn one and went wide.
I overtook him and after that, or
maybe even before, he started to
have some problems. It is very un-
fortunate for the team.”—Reuters
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Hazard says
he’s in the
worst form
of his life

LONDON — Chelsea’s Eden
Hazard cannot explain why
he is struggling for his club
this season and said manager
Jose Mourinho has been right
to drop him from the starting
line-up as he is in the “worst
form of his life”.

The Belgian was the Pre-
mier League’s best player last
season as Chelsea cruised to
the title, but paid the price for
his stunning fall from grace
this term when Mourinho
dropped him from the start-
ing line-up for the Champions
League defeat by Porto on 29
September.

Hazard has no goals and
just two assists in 11 appear-
ances for the club this season,
a slump that has contributed to
Chelsea’s slide down the ta-
ble, where they currently sit in
16" place.

“This is the first time in
my career that | have had such
a difficult spell like this,” Haz-
ard was quoted as saying by
the British and Belgian media.

“l can’t really explain it.
All T know is that I will need to
work hard in order to bounce
back. At Chelsea we have
concerns both as a team and

Tuesday, 13 October, 2015

Chelsea’s Eden Hazard

individually,” the 24-year-old
winger added. Hazard admitted
his poor performances meant he
was no longer “untouchable” as
one of the first names on Mour-
inho’s team sheet, but praised
the Portuguese and backed him-
self to bounce back when the
league resumes on 17 October
after the international break.

“l was left on the bench
against Porto in the Champions
League, and | am no longer im-
mune to being left out. You can
be untouchable when you play
well, and that has not been the
case with me,” Hazard said.

“I think the manager want-
ed to send me a message by
making me a sub. I don’t read
everything he says, but he ex-
plains everything.

“l am not too worried for
him — Mourinho is the best
coach in the world when it
comes to dealing with pressure.
I am an optimist, and I know I
can learn a lot from tough spells.
“I hope to come back stronger,
and | am ready to play and do
my best,” he added.—Reuters

Young Fitzpatrick’s
Matt finish secures
Woburn win

WOBURN — European Tour
rookie Matt Fitzpatrick, the
youngest player in the field,
showed the old stagers a thing
or two by easing to a two-stroke
triumph at the $4.55 million
(£2.97 million) British Masters
on Sunday.

The  21-year-old Eng-
lishman was locked in an en-
thralling race for the title with
Dane Soren Kjeldsen until
pressing the turbo-charge but-
ton on the back nine and accel-
erating away from the field to
finish with a 68 and a 15-under
total of 269.

Fitzpatrick, who had held or
shared the lead all week, snared
successive birdies at the 11th
and 12th before rolling home a
20-foot birdie effort at the 15th
and turning to the crowd to cel-
ebrate with a double fist-pump.

The former world amateur
number one effectively sealed
his maiden tour win with a la-
ser-guided tee shot to three feet

at the short 17th and could even
afford the luxury of a dropped
shot at the last on a sunny but
cold autumnal day at Woburn.

Kjeldsen looked as if he
would make Fitzpatrick fight all
the way to the 18th but his bid
was undermined when he took
three putts from 30 feet at the
15th and followed up by slicing
his drive straight up against a
tree at the next hole.

The Dane ended up with a
69 for 271 and had to settle for
a share of second place with
Ireland’s Shane Lowry (67) and
Paraguay’s Fabrizio Zanotti
(69).

“It’s not going to sink in
for a long time,” Fitzpatrick
told the presentation ceremony
after picking up a cheque for
$755,000 and doubling his earn-
ings for the season. “It was a
long day and I didn’treally know
what | had to do to win but I just
sort of ground it out. It was a
great day.”—Reuters
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