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MYANMAR’S Anti-Trafficking 
in Persons Division has investi-
gated 89 human trafficking cases 
in the past nine months, arresting 
172 traffickers. However, 88 sus-
pects remained at large, accord-
ing to police figures.

Between January and Sep-
tember this year, police also 

rescued 406 victims of human 
trafficking. The victims had been 
sold in neighbouring countries, 
including China, Thailand and 
Malaysia to engage in forced la-
bour, marriage and prostitution, a 
division spokesperson said.

According to figures re-
leased by the Anti-Trafficking 

in Persons Division, Shan State 
tops the chart for human traffick-
ing with 25 cases, followed by 
Mandalay Region with 15 cases, 
Kachin State with 12 cases and 
Yangon with 11 cases.

Bago, Sagaing, Magway 
and Ayeyawady regions and 
Kayin, Mon and Rakhine each 

all had fewer than seven cases, 
and there have been no reports 
of human trafficking cases in 
Nay Pyi Taw and Taninthayi 
Region this year. 

Last year, authorities investi-
gated 124 cases, saving 309 vic-
tims and arresting 367 traffick-
ers.—Than Oo (Lay Myat Hnar)

Police rescue 406  human trafficking victims this year

The four suspects are pictured with the murder weapons at Zabuthiri Myoma Police Station in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: MNA
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Fighting back against 
dolphin electrocutions

Police arrested two men  
accused of the murder and gang-
rape of a couple in Nay Pyi Taw 
yesterday morning after they 
were turned in by family mem-
bers. 

Myanmar News Agency said 
that Zaw Lay, 22, and 16-year-
old Maung Myo (alias Myo Zaw 
Win) are being held with the oth-
er two suspects at Zabuthiri Myo-
ma Police Station in the capital’s 
Zabu Thiri Township. 

Aung Tin Myo (alias Aung 
Paing), 20, and Kyaw Maung 
(alias Zaw Zaw Aung), 19, were 
arrested on Wednesday. 

The four men were under the 
influence of alcohol when they 
saw the victims, both 16, and de-
manded that they stop their mo-
torbike outside Junction Centre, 
which is near Nay Pyi Taw’s dip-
lomatic neighbourhood. 

After being held at knife-
point, the male victim was 
stabbed and bludgeoned with a 
motorbike exhaust pipe and his 
fiancé was gang-raped at around 
1am on 30 September in Dekkhi-
nathiri Township.

The female victim, who like 
the deceased is not being named 
in the media, managed to escape 
and ran to a security guard for 
help, The Irrawaddy reported 
yesterday. 

The couple lived in the vil-
lage of Thabyaybin in neighbor-
ing Lewe Township and report-
edly planned to marry in the near 
future. 

Although Myanmar has the 
death penalty for first degree 

murder, in 2014 all death sen-
tences were commuted to life im-
prisonment and there have been 
no known executions since 1989.

The suspects also face a 10-
year sentence for rape. 

Women’s groups told Reu-
ters in September 2014 that the 
colonial-era Penal Code needs to 
be updated to define crimes such 
as rape with greater precision. 
The drafting of the Anti-Violence 

Against Women Law by the Min-
istry of Social Welfare, Relief 
and Resettlement is near com-
pletion. The new law is widely 
supported by women’s rights 
activists, as it is expected to lead 

to more prosecutions in cases in-
volving violence against women.

According to the Nay Pyi 
Taw Police Force, 470 rape cases 
were filed in the first half of 2014: 
more recent data is unavailable.



2  national 9 October 2015

The deputy commander- 
in-chief of defence services 
Vice Senior General Soe Win 
received a Russian naval delega-
tion at his office in Nay Pyi Taw 
this morning. The general also 
serves as commander-in-chief 
of the army.

Vice Senior General Soe 
Win and Vice Admiral Oleg 
V. Burtsev of Russia discussed 
planning an exchange of vis-
its, naval strategy and friend-
ly relations between the two  
militaries.—Myanmar News 
Agency

Senior General urges trainee 
officers to improve combat skills

Myanmar, Russia discuss 
military ties

Nay Pyi Taw —  
The Supreme Court of the Un-
ion has issued the Handbook 
for Media Access to the 
Courts in order to enhance the 
communication with the media 
and the public at different levels 
of the court through the public 
relation services.

The strategic objectives of 
the Judiciary Strategic Plan 
(2015-2017), relating to pro-
mote the public awareness, are 
to improve communication with 
the media and the public, and to 
implement court information 
initiatives.

To achieve these objec-
tives, the Supreme Court of the 
Union has carried out the obser-
vation of the activities of courts 
at international countries in re-
leasing court information and 
news of the cases after design-
ing the Court Information Pro-
ject; compilation of the guide-
lines to follow in obtaining 
information from the courts af-
ter conducting seminars and 
workshops with the court infor-
mation experts from courts of 
international countries; pres-
entation and discussion of those 
guidelines at the “Meeting of 
the Three Main Pillars and the 
Media” held on 4-5 October, 
2014; establishment of the Pub-
lic Information Boards and as-
signment of Court Information 
Officers at the courts of differ-
ent levels; and conducting the 
Workshops on Judicial Public 
Information for the officials of 

court information in Nay Pyi 
Taw, Yangon and Mandalay. 
This Handbook for Media Ac-
cess to the Courts, being the 
outcomes those mentioned ac-
tivities, is one of the achieve-
ments in developing the court 
information services and the 
media skills.

The contents in the Hand-
book such as the Formation of 
the courts, Adjudication of the 
Cases, Obtaining Information 
of the Cases, Guidelines to Fol-
low in Obtaining Information 
from the Court, Related Termi-
nology of the Criminal Law, 
and Communication with Court 
Information Officers will be of 
an assistance for enhancing the 
communication between the 
court and the media, including 
obtaining information from the 
court, and for providing accu-
rate information to the public.

In cooperation with the me-
dia, the Supreme Court of the 
Union is committed to provid-
ing court information services 
to the general public at different 
levels of the courts in accord-
ance with the strategic objective 
to “Promote Public Aware-
ness”.

The Handbook for Media 
Access to the Courts is availa-
ble at the official website of the 
Supreme Court of the Union: 
http://www.unionsupreme-
court.gov.mm.

The Supreme Court of the 
Union

Nay Pyi Taw

Handbook for Media Access 
to the Courts issued

MEDICAL Myanmar 2015, a 
forum showcasing medical 
products, kicked off at the Tat-
madaw Convention Hall in 
Yangon yesterday. It is being 
jointly organised by the Myan-
mar Pharmaceutical Traders’ 

Association and Singa-
pore-based Fireworks Exhibi-
tions and Conferences. 

The fair showcases ad-
vanced medicines and medical 
equipment. Sixty companies 
from seven countries will pres-

ent their products at 70 booths 
from 8 to 10 October. 

Yangon Region Chief Min-
ister U Myint Swe, Region 
Hluttaw Speaker U Sein Tin 
Win and other officials attended 
the opening ceremony.—MNA

Medical Myanmar 2015 showcases 
top products at Tatmadaw Hall

INDIVIDUAL members of de-
fence forces are required to 
sharpen their capacity and effi-
ciency to make the whole army 
more effective, said Senior Gen-
eral Min Aung Hlaing. He spoke 
in a meeting with military of-
ficers and other personnel at the 
Yemon base in Yangon Region 
yesterday morning.

The commander-in-chief of 
defence services urged officer 

trainers to help trainees hone 
their combat skills, calling for 
stronger comradeship and better 
leadership. He added that mili-
tary personnel are responsible to 
protect the interests of the public 
and help them with their difficul-
ties.

After the meeting, Senior 
General Min Aung Hlaing toured 
the base’s stadium and encour-
aged military sports persons to 

practise harder and bring pride to 
their base.

After inspecting the con-
struction of a sports ground and 
stadium, he urged officials to 
ensure high-quality construction 
and a timely completion.

In the afternoon, the senior 
general inspected the air base, 
the military pharmacy and the 
officer training school in Hmaw-
bi.—Myawady

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing visits air force unit in Hmawby. Photo: mna

Chief Minister U Myint Swe and dignataries visit the Medical Myanmar 2015 in Yangon. Photo: mna

The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw  
announced tasks to be carried 
out during its remaining term on 
Thursday although Hluttaw ses-
sions had stopped on 28 August 
to allow time for campaigns of 
elections on 8 November.

The tasks include the ap-
proval of union additional 
budget for 2015-16 fiscal year, 
amendment of constitution, 

some bills, rules sent to Hlut-
taws and other works of HLut-
taw, according to the announce-
ment of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
Office on 8 October. 

The Hluttaw has informed 
the union government, other 
organizations, representatives 
and the public of the tasks to 
be carried out in its remaining 
term.—GNLM

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
announced tasks to be carried 
out in remaining term
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President U Thein Sein has appointed Dr Sein Hla Htwe,  
formerly the pro-rector of the University of Pharmacy, Manda-
lay, to the position of rector of the same university on Thursday. 
He will begin the new post with a probation period.

Dr Sein Hla Twe has published research on HIV and tuber-
culosis.—GNLM

President appoints new 
University of Pharmacy rector

VICE President U Nyan Tun 
met the Italian ambassador to My-
anmar Mr Pier Giorgio Aliberti at 
the Presidential Palace in Nay Pyi 

Vice President U Nyan Tun 
meets Italian ambassador

Taw yesterday. They discussed 
promoting the two countries’ bilat-
eral relations and cooperation.

Also present at the meeting 

were Deputy Finance Minister Dr 
Lin Aung and Deputy Governor of 
the Central Bank of Myanmar U Set 
Aung.—Myanmar News Agency

Lower house speaker 
Thura U Shwe Mann held a 
coordination meeting with 
members of the Commission 
on Legal Affairs and Special 
Cases Assessment at the Par-
liament Building in Nay Pyi 

Speaker meets legal 
affairs commission

Taw on Thursday. 
Deputy Speaker U Nan-

da Kyaw Swa also attended  
the meeting, with talks  
focusing on the work of the 
commission.—Myanmar News 
Agency

UNION Election Commission 
chairman U Tin Aye travelled 
to Haka from Kalay yesterday 
to encourage election officials 
in Chin State to invest every ef-
fort into ensuring elections are 
free and fair.

Chin State suffered the 
most damage during recent 
floods and landslides, and many 

UEC chairman visits Haka
public buildings in the state 
were destroyed.

The chairman met with 
members of election sub-com-
missions, political party offi-
cials, candidates, members of 
CSOs and local people at the 
meeting hall of the Chin State 
Government.

The chairman called for 

cooperation between all of the 
participants to ensure a free 
and fair election and responded 
to questions raised by political 
parties.

Before returning to Kalay, 
the chairman inspected a local 
monastery that was damaged by 
the recent natural disasters.—
Myanmar News Agency

Vice President U Nyan Tun welcomes Italian Ambassador Mr Pier Giorgio Aliberti along with Deputy Finance 
Minister Dr Lin Aung and Deputy-Governor of the Central Bank of Myanmar U Set Aung. Photo: mna

Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann discusses legal affairs with  
members of the Commissin on Legal Affairs and Special Cases 
Assessment. Photo: mna

Homes destroyed by landslides in Haka due to torrential rain in July. Photo: mna

UNION Minister for Health Dr 
Than Aung called for a joint 
effort from government and 
non-government organisations, 
including the World Health Or-
ganisation (WHO) in improving 
the treatment of eye conditions 
in Myanmar yesterday.

He made the remarks dur-
ing the opening ceremony of an 
event to mark World Sight Day 
in Nay Pyi Taw. 

The theme for World Sight 
Day this year is ‘Universal Eye 
Health, Eye Care for All.’

World Sight Day observed 
in the capital

Early tests and treatments, as 
well as lifestyle factors, play an 
important role in preventing many 
types of eye diseases, the minister 
said.  He added that as much as 80 
percent of the global cases of blind-
ness are preventable or curable, but 
that greater efforts and funding 
must be invested.

Afterwards, Resident Repre-
sentatives of WHO Dr J.M. Luna 
gave a speech at the ceremony, 
which was also attended by direc-
tors-generals from the Ministry of 
Health.—Myanmar News Agency

Union Minister for Health Dr Than Aung visits a booth displayed to 
mark World Sight Day celebration in Nay Pyi Taw. Photo: mna
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The Myanaung Town-
ship Rural Development De-
partment collected data on 
potable water usage in its 517 
villages in September, accord-
ing sources in the department. 

The data collection was 
part of a project to connect 
water pipelines with usage 
gauges throughout the town-
ship. 

Myanaung Township was 
severely affected by the recent 
floods.—Win Bo (IPRD)

MANDALAY City Development 
Committee member U Aung Htay 
met with officials and staff of the 
Chanayethasan Township Devel-
opment Administration Office on 6 
October. They discussed executing 
their work in accordance with the 
guidelines of the Mandalay Region 
Government and Mandalay City 

Development Committee and City 
Development Law. 

U Aung Htay urged the 
township officials to maintain 
good relations with the public. 
He also encouraged them to keep 
Chanayethasan Township clean 
and pleasant, as it is in the centre of 
Mandalay city.—Thiha Ko Ko

MCDC official meets 
Chanayethasan officials

CURRICULA vitae (CVs) of 
candidates should be posted in 
each constituency to better in-
form voters about whom they 
can choose, demanded resi-
dents on Wunnatheikdi ward 
on Wednesday.

Names and photos of can-

didates, the residents said, are 
not sufficient. 

The ward’s 115 res-
idential buildings most-
ly house government staff, 
among whom are over 6,000  
eligible voters.—Ko Pauk- 
Okka Myey

THE Kyaukme election sub-com-
mission began setting up ballot 
boxes on 5 October. 

According to the sub-com-
mission’s records, there are 109 
polling booths in the township, 
which require a total of 906 bal-
lot boxes. 

The township sub-commis-
sion distributed ballot boxes and 
other equipment to be used in 
the polling booths to ward and  
village sub-commissions.— 
U Myint Aung

FARMERS in Nyaungshwe 
Township, Shan State, dispersed 
fertiliser in their fields to increase 
their yields for the 2015-2016 fis-
cal year. The farmers received the 
fertilisers from local officials on 
Wednesday. 

Agriculturalists explained 
how to use fertilizers and pes-
ticides. Inn National Affairs 
Minister U Win Myint and Re-
gion Hluttaw Representative 
U Tun Aung were also present 
at the ceremony where farm-
ers were given fertilisers and  
pesticides.—Ne Myo Thurein

OFFICIALS from the Mandalay 
City Development Committee 
conducted a surprise inspection 
of check foods and other goods 
in Mandalay markets on Wednes-
day. Members of the Consum-
er Protection Association also 
participated in the inspections. 
They team inspected foods, 
oils, cosmetics and other con-
sumer goods that were unfit for  
consumption.—Tin Maung

Farmers 
fertilise fields 
in Nyaungshwe

MCDC conducts 
surprise food 
inspection

Data for clean 
water usage 
collected in 
Myanaung

SEINBANGAN village in 
Natogyi Township, Mandalay 
Region, gained access to elec-
tricity on 5 October. 

Many of the village’s 
over 400 households will now 
enjoy electric power at home 
for the first time.

The village is the sixtieth 
to be electrified under the gov-
ernment’s current electrifica-
tion plan. 

At a ceremony to cel-
ebrate the occasion, Myan-
mar’s ministers for transpor-
tation and for rail transport 
encouraged the villagers to 
use their electric power to in-
dustrialise rather than just for 
light.—Khin Zar Mon Myint

Seinbangan 
village 
electrified

News in brief

People advice to post 
CVs of candidates

Kyaukme 
issues 
ballot boxes 

Poll officers 
trained in 
Ottara
POLLING station officers 
and their staffs were trained 
in ballot procedures from 5 
to 7 October at the Ottara 
District Administration Of-
fice. They practised setting 
up polling stations, using 
equipment properly, and 
processing and counting 
votes.—Shwe Ye Yint

Authorities have taken food safety measures in Mandalay. Photo: Tin Maung

Farmers in Nyaungshwe receicves informal training given by agricultural officials for systematic using of fertilizer. Photo: Ne Myo Thurein
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A network room at a company in Bangkok, Thailand, on 8 October 2015. Photo: Reuters 

Harsh criticism for Thailand’s plan for ‘Great Firewall’
BANGKOK — A proposal by 
Thailand’s junta for a single In-
ternet gateway to allow authori-
ties to monitor content would de-
stroy competition and was 
reminiscent of the most authori-
tarian measures to stifle free 
speech, a former information 
minister said on Thursday.

The plan to create a single 
gateway for all Internet traffic 
was approved by the military 
government in August but details 
remain unclear.

Free-speech activists say the 
gateway, referred to as a Chi-
na-style “Great Firewall”, is the 
latest effort by the junta to smoth-
er dissent and monitor detractors.

The plan has also triggered 
concern that Internet speeds 
would plummet, which would al-
most certainly hurt online busi-
ness and anger Internet users.

“Once it becomes a single 
gateway there will be a problem 
with traffic speeds,” said Anudith 
Nakornthap, a former informa-
tion minister under the govern-
ment of ousted Prime Minister 
Yingluck Shinawatra.

“The junta wants to control 
various websites. This is similar 
to the control mechanisms of 
non-democratic countries such as 
China and North Korea.”

The junta has ruled Thailand 
since overthrowing Yingluck’s 
government in May 2014.

Thai politics has been agitat-
ed for a decade by a confronta-
tion between the Shinawatras, in 
particular Yingluck’s brother, 
Thaksin Shinawatra, a populist 
premier who was himself ousted 
in a 2006 coup, and the royal-
ist-military establishment, which 
sees him as a threat.

The military has ruled strict-
ly since taking over, banning pro-
tests and not tolerating dissent, 
and has shut down thousands of 
websites.

Thailand has 10 Internet 

gateways run by both private and 
state-owned companies. The plan 
would apparently entail merging 
traffic through one state-run firm.

Prasong Ruangsirikulchai, 
executive director of the Tele-
communications Association of 
Thailand, said the government 
would meet fierce opposition 
from the private companies that 
would be forced to suspend their 
lines.

“If the government is not so 

strong they cannot do that,” Pra-
song said during a talk at the For-
eign Correspondents Club of 
Thailand on Wednesday.

“They would have a tough 
time to convince private compa-
nies to cut their lines.”

The military has said the 
plan is necessary for national se-
curity but Prime Minister Prayuth 
Chan-ocha told reporters on 
Thursday it would not go ahead if 
it violated rights.

“If it violates rights we 
can’t do it,” he said. Critics say 
the plan goes against a digi-
tal-economy master plan to en-
courage online business by at-
tracting investment from 
companies like Facebook Inc, 
which opened its first Thai of-
fice last month. The govern-
ment played down a coordinat-
ed attack last week on several 
state websites in a protest 
against the plan.—Reuters

JAKARTA — Indonesia’s  
president said on Thursday he had 
asked Singapore, Russia, Malay-
sia and Japan for help to put out 
fires that have sent choking smoke 
drifting across the region for 
weeks.

Indonesia had repeatedly de-
clined offers of help from over-
seas to tackle the smoke, the main 
cause of which is companies us-
ing fire to clear land for palm oil 
and pulp wood plantations on Su-
matra island and its part of Borneo 
island.

“We have asked for help and 
we have received help from Sin-
gapore,” Widodo said in a state-

ment released on the Cabinet Sec-
retary’s Website, adding he also 
wanted help from Russia, Malay-
sia and Japan.

“We hope this will speed up 
the process because fires on peat 
land is different from regular for-
est fires,” he said.

He did not say what help had 
come from Singapore but said he 
was seeking at least three aircraft 
from Singapore and Russia.

“What we need now are 
planes that can carry 12-15 tonnes 
of water, not like the 2-3 tonnes 
we have now,” he said.

The fires are set to clear veg-
etation but often smolder for 

weeks in underground peat depos-
its.

The smoke has pushed up 
pollution to dangerous levels 
across parts of Indonesia, Malay-
sia, Singapore and southern Thai-
land, disrupted flights and closed 
schools on bad days.

Tourism operators are fret-
ting and health authorities across 
the region warn people to avoid 
exercise when the smoke is heavy.

Indonesia routinely brushes 
off complaints while vowing to 
act to stop the burning but year af-
ter year, the problem reappears in 
the dry season.

It has been exacerbated this 

year by the El Nino weather phe-
nomenon which has brought unu-
sually dry conditions.

Widodo did not elaborate on 
why Indonesia had now decided 
to seek foreign help. It had faced 
criticism for turning down offers 
from Singapore.

Indonesia’s foreign minister, 
Retno Marsudi, is expected to 
meet her Malaysian counterpart 
on Friday to discuss cooperation 
on the problem. Indonesia’s na-
tional disaster management agen-
cy said last week it was hoping for 
rain to help douse the fires by ear-
ly November, when the northeast 
monsoon usually starts.—Reuters

Indonesia asks four countries for help to fight fires

Former Italian missionary kidnapped 
in Philippines
MANILA — An Italian man, 
who was a former missionary 
priest, has been abducted by 
armed men from his restaurant in 
the southern Philippines, securi-
ty officials said on Thursday, the 
latest in a string of abductions 
targeting foreigners in the south.

Small Islamist and commu-
nist rebel factions, as well as 
criminal gangs, operate in the 
southern Mindanao region and 
often snatch people in the hope 
ransoms will be paid. Police said 
that was the most likely motive 
for the latest abduction.

Rolando del Torchio, 53, 
was taken at gunpoint after four 
men entered his pizzeria in Di-
polog City in the restive southern 
region of Mindanao posing as 

customers, police said. They 
were among a group of 10 ab-
ductors who dragged del Torchio 
into a getaway van that was later 
found abandoned.

It was believed del Torchio 
was then transferred to a motor 
boat that headed for southern 
coastal towns in Zamboanga del 
Norte province, according to a 
police report.

Del Torchio had previously 
been targeted by kidnappers 
when he spent five years in Sibu-
co town, south of Dipolog. He 
was a missionary priest with the 
Pontifical Institute for Foreign 
Missions there in the 1990s be-
fore he left the priesthood, said 
Dipolog City police chief Rannie 
Hachuela.

The Philippine navy and air 
force were trying to intercept the 
kidnappers, said Lieutenant 
Colonel Audie Mongao, an army 
public affairs officer.

Senior police superinten-
dent Romulo Cleve Taboso said 
authorities were investigating 
whether the kidnappers belonged 
to the same group that kidnapped 
a town chief in the area in May. 
That group later turned their cap-
tive over to a bigger gang in 
southern Sulu Province.

Last month, gunmen kid-
napped two Canadian tourists, a 
Norwegian resort manager and a 
Filipino woman at a resort on Sa-
mal island near Davao City, 
the largest city in  
Mindanao. —Reuters

KUALA LUMPUR — Malaysia’s 
attorney general said on Thursday 
it had reviewed the report of a cen-
tral bank investigation of troubled 
state fund 1MDB and decided that 
fund officials had not committed 
any offence.

“No further action would be 
taken in the matter,” the Attorney 
General’s Chambers said in a state-
ment. The decision had been com-
municated to the central bank in 
September, it added. The state 
prosecutor said a request for a fur-
ther review of the decision by the 
central bank had also been rejected 
as no new evidence was made 
available.—Reuters

Malaysia 
prosecutor gives 
clean chit to 
1MDB officials

“The junta wants to 
control various 
websites. This is 
similar to the 
control mechanisms 
of non-democratic 
countries.”

Anudith Nakornthap  
Former Information Minister
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Men play chinlone, a sport similar to sepak takraw, in a village outside Mandalay, Myanmar, on 7 October  
2015. Photo: Reuters

Picture of the day

Cambodia raises 2016 minimum wage
PHNOM PENH — Cambodia 
agreed on Thursday to raise the 
minimum wage for workers in its 
crucial textiles and footwear sec-
tor to $140 per month from next 
year, short of the figures demand-
ed by powerful trade unions long 
at odds with the government over 
pay.

The decision followed a vote 

among representatives of the 
government, factories and un-
ions, in which the majority sup-
ported a raise from the current 
$128 to $135, which the govern-
ment then increased to $140.

That fell short of the revised 
$160 asked for by major unions 
in a sector that generates $5 bil-
lion annually for Cambodia’s 

fledgling economy. Unions com-
plain their members struggle to 
make ends meet with that in-
come.

The big unions had initially 
demanded $177 and had threat-
ened to hold strikes if they were 
not met. It was not immediately 
clear whether the unions would 
pursue any action. —Reuters

Vucic: I am not 
going to Elbasan

BELGRADE — Serbian Prime 
Minister Aleksandar Vucic has 
said he will not attend the Alba-
nia-Serbia Euro 2016 qualifier 
in Elbasan Thursday because the 
match is being highly politicised, 
and he asked the Albanian gov-
ernment to ensure full security 
for all Serbian citizens attending 
the event before, during and after 
the match.

Vucic said in an open letter 
to the public that he had made the 
decision not to travel to Elbasan 
after several phone conversa-
tions with his Albanian counter-
part Edi Rama, as he wanted to 
make sure that the spotlight is on 
the players in the match (and not 
someone else).

Vucic sharply condemned 
the attack by Albanian hooligans 
on Serbia’s football team that 
occurred while the team were on 
their way from the airport to a ho-
tel in Tirana on Wednesday.

“I demand from the Albanian 
authorities to ensure full security 
for all Serbian citizens attending 
this sporting event before, during 
and after the match,” Vucic said 
in the letter, which was posted 
on the website of Belgrade-based 
daily Blic. Vucic stressed that 
during the previous year, Serbia 
and Albania had worked very 
hard to improve mutual under-
standing and establish regular 
contacts after decades of silence 
and frozen hostility.—Tanjug

UNITED NATIONS —  
The United Nations said on 
Wednesday it was examining 
how donations were used from 
a foundation linked to several 
of six people charged by US 
authorities in an alleged bribery 
scheme tied to a former presi-
dent of the UN General Assem-
bly.

US prosecutors filed a com-
plaint in federal court in New 
York on Tuesday, outlining 
how more than $1.3 million in 
bribes were received from Chi-
nese businessmen, including 
billionaire Macau real estate de-
veloper Ng Lap Seng.

Prosecutors said some 
of the bribes were arranged 
through Sheri Yan, chief ex-
ecutive officer of a New York-
based organisation, and Heidi 
Park, its finance director, who 
were also arrested. Central to 
the complaint was former pres-
ident of the General Assembly 
John Ashe of Antigua and Bar-
buda.

The organisation was not 
named, but the Global Sustain-
ability Foundation website lists 
Yan and Park as holding those 
positions.

UN spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric told reporters that the 

donations to the United Nations 
from the foundation were being 
scrutinized by the UN office for 
south-south cooperation, which 
he said was the recipient of the 
donations.

“They are taking a very 
close review at all of the rela-
tionships with this foundation,” 
he said. “They are taking an ac-
tive look, and I think we’ll look 
as deeply as possible into the 
money, where it went and what 
it was used for.”

“We are continuing to 
study the complaint that was 
released yesterday,” he said, 
adding that he believed the UN 
office for south-south coopera-
tion received about $1.5 million 
from the foundation.

Dujarric said on Tuesday 
that U.N. Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon was “shocked and 
deeply troubled” by the allega-
tions. The UN had not previous-
ly been informed of the probe, 
he said, but would cooperate 
if contacted. Ashe, a former 
UN ambassador from Antigua 
and Barbuda who was gen-
eral assembly president from 
2013 to 2014, was among those 
charged and arrested in connec-
tion with the alleged bribery  
scheme.—Reuters

UN examines donations 
from foundation tied to 
alleged bribe scheme

Protesters storm red-carpet premiere of 
UK women’s rights film ‘Suffragette’
LONDON — Protesters stormed 
the red carpet at the glitzy pre-
miere of the film “Suffragette” on 
Wednesday that stars Meryl Streep 
as a leading Britihs women’s rights 
activist a century ago, staging a lie-
in and saying the fight for equality 
was not yet over.

The historical political drama 
is about the foot soldiers of the ear-
ly feminist movement in London 
in 1912 and their campaign of mil-
itancy to fight for women to get the 
right to vote.

The story centres on Maud, 
played by Carey Mulligan, a work-
ing wife and mother, whose life is 
changed forever when she is se-
cretly recruited to join the growing 
suffragette movement led by activ-
ist Emmeline Pankhurst, played by 
Streep.

But as the movie’s stars, in-
cluding Helena Bonham Carter 
and Anne-Marie Duff, walked the 
red carpet at Leicester Square in 
central London, up to 100 mainly 
female protesters were on stand-
by with about a dozen jumping 
over barricades and laying on the 
ground chanting slogans.

Security guards tried to re-
move the protesters who had signs 
pinned to their clothes reading 
“dead women don’t vote”, with 
some women escorted away as 
green and purple smoke bombs 
filled the air. The demonstrators 
moved on after about 10 minutes.

Shanice McBean, 22, was 
among the protesters who said 
the stunt was meant to re-ignite 
the feminist spirit of the movie 
by spotlighting violence against 
women. “We’re here to say to say 
that it’s great that women’s histo-
ry is being shown in the film, but 
that the struggle is not over,” said 
McBean, from London, who is 
currently unemployed.

Emma Fischer, 27, a teacher 
from London, said the protesters 
organised by a group called Sis-
ters Uncut condemned cuts by 
Britain’s conservative government 
to the budget for domestic vio-
lence services such as refuges for 
women. “With two women killed 
a week in the UK due to domestic 
violence cuts, there’s no way we 
can stop fighting,” she said.

No one from the film, that 

opened the BFI London Film Fes-
tival and is set for a US release later 
this month, was immediately avail-
able to comment about the protest.  
The protest startled some of the 
film’s stars but others backed the 
demonstration that prompted po-
lice and extra barriers along the 
red carpet and delayed the screen-
ing by 15 minutes. Interviewed by 
Sky News at the premiere, Bon-
ham Carter said the protest was the 
“perfect” response to the film.

“I’m glad our film has done 
something. That’s exactly what 
it’s there for,” said the actress who, 
ironically, is the great granddaugh-
ter of former Prime Minister Her-
bert Henry Asquith, a key target 
for the suffragettes at the time.

Oscar-winning Streep has 
said it is “infuriating” that the 
film-making industry continues 
to be male-dominated. The film 
shows how the authorities are 
shocked as the women’s civil dis-
obedience rises and sparks debate 
across the country while the wom-
en involved risk their jobs, homes 
and children to fight for women’s 
right to vote.— Reuters
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Merkel privately slams east 
Europeans on refugees 

Photo: Reuters

BRUSSELS — German  
Chancellor Angela Merkel round-
ed on east European governments 
that refuse to take in refugees, ac-
cusing them of yielding to preju-
dice and ignoring their own histo-
ry, the Politico website reported on 
Thursday.

Merkel made the comments at 
a closed-door meeting with law-
makers of the centre-right Europe-
an People’s Party before she and 
French President Francois Hol-
lande jointly addressed the Euro-
pean Parliament on Wednesday, 
the news website said.

The conservative German 
leader assailed the response of 
Hungarian, Czech, Slovak and 
some Baltic leaders to Europe’s 
refugee crisis, without naming 
them, saying they should know 
better having lived behind a fence 
themselves.

“We eastern Europeans — 
I’m counting myself as an eastern 
European — we have seen that 
isolation doesn’t help,” Merkel, 
who grew up in communist East 
Germany, was quoted as saying.

“The refugees won’t be 
stopped if we just build fences … 
and I’ve lived behind a fence for 
long enough.”

“Those who can consider 
themselves lucky that they have 
lived to see the end of the Cold 
War now think that one can com-
pletely stay out of certain develop-
ments of globalisation. It just 
strikes me as somehow very 
weird,” she said.  

Conservative Hungarian lead-
er Victor Orban and centre-left 
Slovak Prime Minister Robert 
Fico have attacked Merkel for 
throwing open Germany’s borders 

US says ready to defend against North Korean nuclear threat
WASHINGTON — The US 
government believes North Ko-
rea has the capability to launch a 
nuclear weapon against the US 
homeland and stands ready to 
defend against any such attacks, 
a high-level US military official 
said on Wednesday.

Admiral Bill Gortney, com-
mander of US Northern Com-
mand and the North American 
Aerospace Defence Command, 
said he agreed with US intelli-
gence assessments that North 
Korea had nuclear weapons, as 
well as the ability to miniaturize 
them and put them on a rocket 
that could reach the United 
States.

“We assess that they have 
the capability to reach the home-
land with a nuclear weapon from 
a rocket,” Gortney told an event 
hosted by the Atlantic Council 
think tank.

Gortney said it was very dif-
ficult to predict the behavior of 
North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un but the US military was pre-
pared to respond if he were to 
use a nuclear weapon.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un guides artillery fire and landing exercises in this undated photo released 
by North Korea’s Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) in Pyongyang on 21 February 2015. Photo: Reuters

“We’re ready for him, and 
we’re ready 24 hours a day if he 
should be dumb enough to shoot 
something at us,” Gortney said.

“I’m pretty confident that 
we’re going to knock down the 
numbers that are going to be 
shot.”

North Korea’s space agency 
said last month Pyongyang was 
building a new satellite and 
readying it for launch, with any 
use of a long-range rocket sug-
gesting that the secretive state 
has made advances developing a 
ballistic missile.

North Korea says its rocket 
launches are part of a legitimate 
space program aimed at putting 
satellites into orbit. It has in the 
past conducted missile tests in 
defiance of international warn-
ings and sanctions.

The US Missile Defence 
Agency said in March North Ko-
rea could achieve the ability to 
launch an intercontinental ballis-
tic missile this year.

On Wednesday, Gortney 
said the US military was invest-
ing to modernize its current mis-

sile defence system, add new 
sensors and radars to better iden-
tify potential missile launches, 
and drive down the cost of de-

fending against such attacks.
He warned that the failure of 

the US Congress to pass a budget 
for fiscal year 2016, or a re-

sumption of mandatory budget 
cuts, could jeopardize the  
funding needed for such  
wefforts.—Reuters

to Syrian refugees, saying she has 
triggered a surge of migrants that 
Europe cannot cope with and that 
threatens its “Christian values”.

The chancellor dismissed 
such arguments, saying: “It’s not 
acceptable that we have free move-
ment of goods and of people, but 
that some countries say ‘this we 
can’t do, and that we can’t, and we 
can’t take in Syrians, because 
we’re not ready yet’.

“When someone says: ‘This 
is not my Europe, I won’t accept 
Muslims’ … I have to say, this is 
not negotiable,” Politico quoted 
her as saying. “Who are we to de-
fend Christians around the world if 
we say we won’t accept a Muslim 
or a mosque in our country? That 
won’t do.”

More than half a million mi-
grants and refugees fleeing war 
and poverty in the Middle East, 
Asia and Africa, have arrived in 
the European Union so far this 
year. Hungary has built a barbed 
wire fence along its border with 
Serbia to keep them out after tens 

of thousands flooded in on their 
way to Germany.Merkel said east 
European EU countries could be 
given more time to adapt to taking 
their share of refugees, but to reject 
them as a matter of principle was a 
danger for Europe.

The Party of European Social-
ists is considering a proposal by 
the leader of the Socialist group in 
the European Parliament, Gianni 
Pitella, to suspend Fico’s Smer 
party over his comments on the 
refugee crisis.

The EPP, the largest political 
family in the EU legislature, has so 
far taken no disciplinary action 
against Orban’s Fidesz party, de-
spite efforts by smaller groups in 
the parliament to launch proceed-
ings to suspend Hungary’s EU 
membership over its record on 
fundamental rights.

Critics say the power-shar-
ing arrangement between the 
EPP and the Socialists in the EU 
parliament affords those parties 
protection from European politi-
cal censure. —Reuters

NATO ready to defend 
Turkey, send troops if 
needed: Stoltenberg

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg speaks during a media 
conference at NATO headquarters in Brussels on Tuesday on 6 
October 2015. Photo: Reuters

BRUSSELS —  NATO is 
ready to send troops to Turkey 
to defend its ally against 
threats on its southern flank, 
the head of the US-led alliance 
said on Thursday after viola-
tions of Turkish airspace by 
Russia jets conducting air 
strikes in Syria.

“NATO is ready and able 
to defend all allies, including 
Turkey against any threats,” 
Jens Stoltenberg told reporters 
before a meeting of NATO de-
fence ministers in Brussels 

that will be dominated by the 
Syria crisis.

“NATO has already re-
sponded by increasing our ca-
pacity, our ability, our prepar-
edness to deploy forces 
including to the south, includ-
ing in Turkey,” he said, noting 
that Russia’s air and cruise 
missile strikes were “reasons 
for concern”.

He also said no  
decision had been taken on 
NATO troop levels in Afghan-
istan.—Reuters
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Kyaw Thura

Future first, egos second 

We appreciate your feedback and contribu-
tions. If you have any comments or would like to 
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email  
wallace.tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to 
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500 
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

Write for usHumans can be funny sometimes. We 
speak about our love for peace and sta-
bility in one breath and then can go and 

do something that completely contradicts that 
the next. Strange as it may seem, violent films 
tend to bring in more money at the box office 
than those portraying love and romance. As 
Isaac Newton once said, “I can calculate the mo-
tion of heavily bodies but not the madness of 
people.”

Over the past six decades, there are people 

in certain parts of Myanmar that never had so 
much as a taste of peace or stability. Their lives 
have been defined by armed conflict. These inno-
cent victims, who belong to a number of ethnic 
groups, desperately want the army and ethnic 
armed groups to spare succeeding generations 
from the blight of internal strife. It causes noth-
ing but anguish and as such, ought to exist no 
more.

The signing of the nationwide ceasefire ac-
cord, which is scheduled to take place on 15 Octo-
ber, will naturally be welcomed as a new dawn 
for Myanmar’s future. The restoration of peace 
will quicken our efforts to make progress in eco-
nomic, education and society more broadly.

It is therefore vital that ethnic armed groups 
and the government exercise tolerance and live in 
harmony with one another: this is necessary for 

the greater good of achieving national unity and 
peace.

The time is ripe for all stakeholders to re-
spect the principles of equal rights and self-de-
termination for ethnic groups and to make 
every effort to cement national unity. With this 
end in view, it is time for everyone to put our 
future before our egos. 

Aye Min Soe

AFTER spotting a rare 
baby dolphin in a protected 
area between Mandalay and 
Kyaukmyaung in Septem-
ber, dolphin conservation-
ists are now preparing to 
conduct an annual survey of 
Irrawaddy dolphins in Jan-
uary or February next year. 

“The number of dol-
phin births are on a par with 
births – and that’s not 
good,” said U Kyaw Hla 
Thein, the project manager 
of the dolphin conservation 
team of the Wildlife Con-
servation Society (WCS) in 
Myanmar.

He added that his team 
spotted the baby dolphin 
while carrying out the con-
servation efforts in Septem-
ber. It was the first baby 
dolphin recorded in 2015.

The team also found 
three baby dolphins in De-
cember 2014. 

The Irrawaddy dolphin 
is found near sea coasts and 
in estuaries and rivers 
around Southeast Asia, es-
pecially in Myanmar, Cam-
bodia and Vietnam.

WCS annual surveys 
have shown that the num-
ber of the dolphins has in-

Fighting back against dolphin electrocutions

creased from 17 or 18 in 
2005 to 24 in February last 
year in a 72 kilometre 
stretch of the Ayeyawady 
River between Mandalay 
and Kyaukmyaung. 

The survey in February 
also found 58 dolphins be-
tween Mandalay and Bha-
mo, which is a drop from 72 
in 2004. 

Most of the dead dol-
phins were found near Bha-
mo and Katha and were 

caused by illegal fishing, 
according to the fisheries 
department.

Illegal electric-shock 
fishing is blamed for killing 
some dolphins, while some 
were caught in fishing nets.

The International Un-
ion for the Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) has warned 
that Irrawaddy dolphins are 
at risk of extinction. In My-
anmar, Irrawaddy dolphins 
been known to drive fish 

toward fishers using cast 
nets in return for some of 
the fishers’ catch.

However, now that 
many fishers on the Ay-
eyawady river use illegal 
battery-shock fishing tech-
niques, the dolphins often 
also fall prey to electrocu-
tion.

Illegal battery-shock 
fishing is the greatest chal-
lenge for conservationists 
and local authorities in try-

ing to save the endangered 
species, according to My-
anmar’s fisheries depart-
ment.

The Myanmar govern-
ment has banned electro-
fishing nationwide, punish-
ing violators with a 
three-year prison sentence 
and a K300,000 fine.

“Sometimes, we wit-
ness electroshock fishing in 
the river during our routine 
conservation trips. Once we 

see them, they run away,” 
U Kyaw Hla Thein said. 

To prevent electro fish-
ing in the river, government 
authorities and conserva-
tionists held a workshop in 
Mandalay in September. 

During the workshop, 
the attendees reached an 
agreement in principle to 
form a team comprised of 
representatives from the 
WCS, the Fisheries Depart-
ment and the police force to 
patrol the river once every 
two months. 

As it cruises up and 
down the river, the ‘educa-
tive patrol’, as the attendees 
chose to name it, will offer 
information about the ban 
on electrofishing and on the 
penalties violators face to 
fishermen. 

“The fishermen who 
use electric shocks for fish-
ing do not intend to kill dol-
phins. Unfortunately, the 
dolphins follow the fish and 
die when they are shocked 
or captured,” U Kyaw Hla 
Thein said. “We will step 
up our efforts to educate 
them.”  Local fishermen 
also spotted an Irrawaddy 
dolphin in the country’s 
Ayeyawady delta in  
September.

An Irrawaddy Dolphin approaches fishermen near Mandalay.  Photo: Fisheries Department

An Irrawaddy dolphin in Krati, Cambodia. Photo: Stefan BrendingAn Irrawaddy dolphin drives fish toward fishermen near Mandalay. Photo: Fisheries Department
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INDIA-MYANMAR RELATIONS: CHANGING CONTOURS

Sonu Trivedi

Shared frontiers of India 
and Myanmar have 
been a perennial source 

of study by the scholars and 
researchers of South Asia 
and Southeast Asia. But, 
given the way these shared 
frontiers have transformed 
these two countries as ‘distant 
neighbours’ has been a cause 
of concern for the scholars 
of Area studies programme 
in international relations. 
Though, it is worth lamenting 
lack of any serious Indian 
scholarship on Myanmar, 
this book is a timely and 
a treasured addition to the 
topical theme of ‘Chang-
ing Contours’ between In-
dia-Myanmar relations and 
unique in providing an Indian 
perspective on the country.

The lust and desire for 
the ‘mystic’ land of Myanmar 
arouses from the never-end-
ing inter-connectedness that 
this exotic place has with the 
Indian subcontinent. The his-
torical and cultural linkages 
abound our mythologies and 
contemporary literature. The 

World Post Day 2015 Message from UPU Director General
Dear Editor

Helicobacter pyroli is a microbial pathogen re-
sponsible for the type B chronic gastritis that colonizes 
the lower gastric mucin layer of the human stomach; 
attaching to gastric epithelial cell receptors delivering 
several toxic metabolites resulting in severe tissue 
damages and inflammation. The bacteria can grow rap-
idly and cause severe damage even in the acidic envi-
ronment of the stomach by synthesizing urease neu-
tralizing the acidity. The pathogen causes severe 
destruction of the protective mucus layers resulting in 
the erosion of the stomach wall leading to peptic ul-
cers. The microbe targets cell surface glycoconjugates 
as receptor molecules for attachment purposes and to 
facilitate tissue colonization and invasion. Initial colo-
nization of the pathogen occurs in the oral cavity fol-
lowing attachment to sialylated and sulphated oligo-
saccharides in the oral mucosa. Statistics reveal that 
~15% of those infected develop ulcer and in more seri-
ous cases, stomach cancer. Several host factors are in-
volved in this process some have been identified like 
the binding of the pathogen to extracellular matrix via 
sulphated glycosoaminoglycan molecules. However, 
several non-identified and non-characterized host fac-
tors are also equally responsible in the bacterial patho-
genesis that warranties further research. Till date, reli-
able therapeutic agents for combating the infection are 
inadequate. Furthermore, increasing reports of resist-
ance of the pathogens against previously successful 
drugs is a serious global concern. The pathogen has 
been considered to be quite worrisome for the under 
developed and developing countries of Asia, Africa 
and Central and South America struggling to establish 
a potential health care system. For a developing nation 
like Myanmar, such bacterial infestations are a serious 
health hazard and must be looked upon by the health 
care agencies with utmost priority. 

Sincerely yours         
Saikat Kumar Basu

Letter to the editor

As we celebrate 
World Post Day 
today, we can look 

back with satisfaction on a 
rich history of transforma-
tion in the Post, which has 
always been able to find its 
place in the world market. 
Indeed, the Post can pride 
itself on being the oldest 
medium of communication, 
one that still plays a key 
role in the sending of in-
formation and goods. From 
liberalization to privatiza-
tion and the emergence of 
competition, the Post has 
faced many challenges to 
its survival, but none so 
daunting as the development 
of modern information 
technology. Today, the 
traditional postal business 
line – letter post – has been 

Innovation, Integration 
and Inclusion are the key 
drivers for the future of the 
Post

greatly challenged by faster 
and more efficient ways of 
communication thanks to 
advancements in informa-
tion and communications 
technologies. However, 
successful Posts have taken 
these challenges as oppor-
tunities to innovate and 
establish new market seg-
ments, understanding that 
a faster and more efficient 
communication medium 
is actually what the Post 
needs in order to build a new 
business value chain. The 
transformation has not come 
easily. Indeed, there are still 
many Posts that have yet to 
take full advantage of new 
technologies to improve 
their business performance. 

Nevertheless, the mes-
sage is loud and clear: the 
survival of the Post hinges 
on its ability to quickly 
change and innovate. Cus-
tomer expectations, needs 
and tastes are changing, and 
the Post must change as well 
to meet these new demands. 
With that realization, the 
Universal Postal Union, 
in its draft World Postal 
Strategy for 2017–2020, 
has identified postal in-
dustry reform as the key 
driver for the future. In its 
blueprint, Vision 2020, the 

UPU focuses on Innovation, 
Integration and Inclusion as 
the main factors that will 
drive postal business in the 
future. 

The reality is that the 
future of the Post strongly 
depends on its ability to 
innovate and create new 
products and services. One 
of the keys to innovation will 
be the Post’s capacity to em-
brace new technologies and 
transfer its trusted brands 
into the digital space. To 
achieve this, it will be crit-
ical for the Post to develop 
digital competencies, along 
with the relevant regulatory 
frameworks that will sup-
port the new environment. 
For successful integration, 
the Post will need to build 
a seamless network that is 
connected both virtually 
and physically, and that 
has a local and international 
presence. Full integration 
calls for the involvement of 
all key players in the postal 
supply chain, including cus-
toms and transport, and the 
facilitation of crossborder 
e-commerce. 

With the United Na-
tions’ new Sustainable De-
velopment Goals, which 
have been embraced by 
world leaders, the Post today 

has an even more relevant 
role to play as an infrastruc-
ture for development. Given 
its universal nature, the Post 
is best placed to drive the 
economic, social, financial 
and digital inclusion of 
all citizens of the world. 
Through its vast network, 
the Post should target micro, 
small and medium-sized 
enterprises as well as the un-
banked population as a new 
business frontier and create 
appropriate products to sup-
port the market. Achieving 
success in this area is one of 
the best ways to ensure the 
achievement of the Sustain-
able Development Goals, 
for the benefit of the global 
community.

The future of the Post 
starts now. We must all work 
towards creating products 
and services that meet the 
needs of our current and fu-
ture customers. Let us focus 
on innovation, integration 
and inclusion in our business 
to create a strong Post for the 
future. Only in doing so will 
the Post be able to achieve 
success and maintain its 
place in the world market, 
with a presence that contin-
ues to be visible and relevant.

I wish you a happy 
World Post Day. 

amazing zeal of the early 
Buddhists from India having 
laid the foundation for this 
inexhaustible association 
between the two countries 
is eternal. Besides the shared 
cultural and historical roots, 
the country has much to offer. 
In this scholarly book author 
probes into this rich cultural 
history and examines how the 
past has coloured our present 
perceptions. In this context, 
it would be apt to quote 
the author where he says, 
“Managers and well-wishers 
of India-Myanmar relations 
hoped that the saplings plant-
ed to strengthen cooperation 
in various fields would trans-
form into fruit laden tree in 
the fullness of time” (p. 154).

This book provides a 
comprehensive evaluation 
of India’s multi-faceted 
relations with Myanmar. It 
unravels the mysteries of the 
complex polity of Myanmar 
as it undergoes transition 
through democracy after 
long military rule. Based 
on meticulous research and 
understanding, the volume 
traces the trajectory of India–
Myanmar associations from 
ancient times to the present 

day, and offers a fascinating 
story in the backdrop of 
the region’s geopolitics. 
This view echoes in the 
foreword of the book where 
Ambassador Shyam Saran 
values this well researched 
and comprehensive volume 
which “brings together the 
perspectives of a Diplomat 
and a Scholar to a subject 
of contemporary relevance” 
(p. xi). 

The book is structured 
into eight chapters in a 
thematic manner. The intro-
ductory chapter evaluates 
the changing dynamics of 
India-Myanmar relations and 
spells out the implications 
of the recent reforms and 
opening up in Myanmar on 
the state of India’s relations 
with the country in the past, 
present and future. The sec-
ond chapter on ‘Deciphering 
Myanmar’ amply reflects the 
theme of the title wherein the 
author has made an attempt to 
provide an Indian Perspective 
on Myanmar’s society, cul-
ture, its people, nation and the 
state structure. This chapter 
also provides an insight into 
the key institutions viz—mil-
itary, political parties, econo-

my and its changing external 
affairs in recent years.

Thereafter, the book is 
followed by two subsequent 
chapters on a historical study 
about the evolution of the 
diverse and rich linkages 
between the two countries. 
These chapters focus on the 
relationship between India 
and Myanmar from ‘antiqui-
ty to Raj’ and the main trends 
of their relationship as it has 
traversed from independence 
to the military rule. In this 
section, the author relates 
his experiences as an am-
bassador serving the Indian 
Mission in Yangon through 
various anecdotes which 
provides an emotional con-
nect to the close and friendly 

relations between the two age 
old neighbours. 

The next two chapters 
unfold the story of bilateral 
relations between India and 
Myanmar during the re-
form period and its present 
‘state of play’. From India’s 
viewpoint, Myanmar is an 
immediate neighbour of vi-
tal importance for defense 
and internal security needs; 
stability and development 
of Northeastern Region; and 
expansion of its influence in 
the Bay of Bengal region and 
Southeast Asia. Infrastructur-
al development and rail-road 
connectivity beginning from 
northeastern part of India 
running through Myanmar 
serves as a ‘Gateway to 
Southeast Asia’ and beyond. 

According to the author, 
“Myanmar is not where only 
China and India ‘meet’, 
it is also the intersection 
between South Asia and 
Southeast Asia” (p. 102). 
The book also tries to unravel 
the India-Myanmar-China 
triangle. The author feels 
that “this triangle is a key to 
understanding the substance 
of Myanmar’s Foreign Policy 
as well as India-Myanmar 

relations” (p. 192). In the last 
leg of the book, the author 
rather like a scholar and un-
like an astrologer attempts to 
imagine the future anchored 
in the in-depth examination 
of the ‘past and the present’. 
He makes some substantive 
recommendations for India’s 
Myanmar policy covering 
Government-to-Govern-
ment, business-to-business 
and people-to-people en-
gagement.

Describing various crit-
ical junctures and fault-lines 
in the political history of 
Myanmar and given the 
troika of challenges the coun-
try faces today—political 
reconciliation and reforms; 
religious and sectarian vio-
lence; and centre-periphery 
contestations—this book 
would be useful for research-
ers, scholars of international 
relations and area studies 
programme as well as to 
policy makers, strategic think 
tanks and for all Myanmar 
watchers in general. The 
book would also provide a 
point of reference for future 
scholarship and writings on 
India-Myanmar relations.

*****

Book Review
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Syrian troops, Russian jets launch attack 

BEIRUT — Syrian government 
troops and allied militia backed 
by Russian air strikes launched 
an offensive against rebels in 
the Ghab Plain in western Syria 
on Thursday, the Britain-based 
Syrian Observatory for Human 
Rights and a rebel fighting there 
said.

People inspect a site hit by what residents said were airstrikes carried out by the Russian air force in the town of Darat Izza on 7 October. Photo: Reuters

Insurgents advanced into the 
area in July, building on gains 
that posed a threat to the coastal 
region vital to President Bashar 
al-Assad’s control of western 
Syria and catalysing Russia’s in-
tervention on his side.

Rami Abdulrahman, director 
of the Observatory, told Reuters 

that ground forces were targeting 
insurgent-held areas with heavy 
barrages of surface-to-surface 
missiles, as Russian jets bombed 
from above.

Abdulrahman, whose or-
ganisation uses sources on the 
ground to track the conflict, also 
said that an offensive launched 

by the Syrian army and its for-
eign allies on Wednesday in 
nearby areas of Hama Province 
had failed to make significant 
gains.

“Thirteen regime forces 
were killed. There are only sev-
en confirmed dead among the 
(rebel) fighters, but the number 

is certainly more than seven,” he 
said.

The Ghab Plain abuts a 
mountain range that forms the 
heartland of Assad’s Alawite 
sect. An alliance of rebel groups 
including al Qaeda’s Nusra Front 
thrust into the area in late July, 
forcing government forces to re-
treat. Syrian troops and militia 
backed by Russian warplanes 
mounted what appeared to be 
their first major coordinated as-
sault on Syrian insurgents on 
Wednesday in nearby areas of 
Hama province.

Russian air strikes started 
last week and have mostly fo-
cused in areas of western Syria 
where Assad has sought to shore 
up his control after losing swathes 
of the rest of the country to insur-
gents including the Islamic State 
group. Russia says it is fighting 
Islamic State in Syria. But while 
Islamic State has been the target 
of some of its air strikes, it has 
no foothold in the areas of west-
ern Syria targeted in the attacks 
on Wednesday and Thursday. 
Abu al-Baraa al-Hamawi of the 
Ajnad al-Sham insurgent group 
told Reuters that Russian jets had 
been bombing since dawn. It was 
not the first time the Russians 
had bombed the area, but this 
was their most ferocious attack, 
he said, speaking via an Internet 
messaging service. 

“There is an attempt by the 
regime to advance but the situ-
ation is under our control,” he 
said. —Reuters

ABU DHABI — At least ten  
Yemeni civilians were killed when a 
rocket hit a house in a village in the 
southwestern province of Dhamar 
on Thursday and was most likely to 
have been fired by Saudi-led coali-
tion jets, residents said.

Arab coalition warplanes have 
been responsible for several mass 
killings of civilians in Yemen, in-
cluding 131 people at a wedding 
party on 28 September.

No one claimed responsibility 
for the attack. 

A coalition spokesman could 
not be reached for comment, but the 
Arab alliance says it does not tar-
get civilians.  The Houthi-run Saba 
news agency reported that the home, 
in the village of Sanban, was hit by a 
Saudi air raid during a wedding cel-
ebration and that dozens of people 
were killed or wounded. It said the 
death toll could rise to more than 30. 

The Arab coalition began air 
strikes against the Houthis and their 
allies, forces loyal to former pres-
ident Ali Abdullah Saleh, in late 
March after a push from their north-
ern stronghold towards the southern 
port of Aden. —Reuters

Harsh reality: Egypt’s stalled $35 bn housing scheme
CAIRO  — When Abu  
Dhabi-run contractor Arabtec 
signed a deal with the Egyptian 
government for a high-profile 
housing project it was seen as a 
sign of the Gulf Arab state’s sup-
port for President Abdel Fattah 
al-Sisi.  

But the project announced in 
March 2014 and a pillar of Sisi’s 
election campaign, has stalled, 
possibly risking his reputation 
and highlighting Egypt’s habit 
of promising grandiose ventures 
and then struggling to deliver.

Egyptians were promised 
one million homes by 2020 at a 
cost of about 280 billion Egyp-
tian pounds ($35.76 billion) and 
a raft of other projects to help 
the economy get back on its feet 
after the political upheaval that 
followed the 2011 uprising. 

Sisi was counting on billions 
of dollars in pledges of help from 
Gulf Arab oil-producing allies, 
backers of the army’s overthrow 
of President Mohamed Mursi of 
the Muslim Brotherhood in 2013. 

Some of which this money 
has failed to materialise, and lo-
cal banks are unable to finance 
the Arabtec project. 

“Egyptians want these pro-
jects now but in fact they will take 
years to finish,” said a Western 
diplomat in Cairo. Egypt signed 
a memorandum of understanding 

At least ten 
Yemeni civilians 
killed in Dhamar 
Province home

for the project with Dubai-based 
Arabtec, which built the world’s 
tallest building, the Burj Khalifa 
for Emaar Properties, but now it 
has ground to a halt.

A source familiar with the 
matter pointed to disagreements 
over the contract and funding 
difficulties. Work has not started 
and Arabtec has yet to submit a 
building plan.

Arabtec declined to com-
ment, while Abu Dhabi officials 
could not be reached for com-
ment.   

Abu Dhabi, the dominant 
member of the United Arab 
Emirates and home to the coun-
try’s federal government insti-
tutions, is the company’s largest 
shareholder in Arabtec through 

state fund Aabar, which holds a 
36.1 percent stake.

Abu Dhabi officials have 
been Arabtec’s chairmen since 
mid-2012, with the current board 
all part of the emirate’s govern-
ment and business elite.

In the original announce-

ment, Arabtec’s then chief ex-
ecutive Hasan Ismaik said the 
project owed much to Abu Dha-
bi’s crown prince “who has been 
very keen to mobilise all efforts 
to boost support to our brothers 
in Egypt through a multitude of 
humanitarian, economic and so-
cial initiatives”.  

The UAE is still deeply 
committed to Sisi but when it 
comes to commercial ventures it 
is paying closer attention to con-
tract details for a good return on 
investment, Western diplomats 
say. 

Sisi’s success in cracking 
down on the Muslim Brother-
hood — seen by Gulf allies as an 
existential threat — may mean 
the UAE has less reason to en-

gage in ventures to back him. 
UAE finances have also been 
hurt by a fall in oil prices.

When, as army chief, Sisi 
toppled Mursi, he promised what 
he called a political roadmap to 
democracy. Parliamentary elec-
tions on 18-19 October mark the 

last step in that process.  His 
performance on the econo-
my will come under greater 
scrutiny as political turmoil 
eases. 

“At the moment, many 
ordinary Egyptians, due to 
the fear of political violence 
in the country, will be giv-
ing Sisi a lot of leeway — 
but eventually, the public 
will want to see results in 
economic terms,” said HA 
Hellyer, nonresident fellow 
at the Brookings Centre for 
Middle East Policy.

“If the results are not 
sufficiently big or don’t 
come quickly enough, be it 
on the Arabtec deal, the new 
administrative capital, or the 
Suez Canal expansion, Sisi’s 
popularity could suffer quite 
substantially as a result.” 

At an investment con-
ference in March, Sisi said 
UAE businessmen Mo-
hamed Alabbar, through 
Abu Dhabi investment 
firm Capital City Partners, 
would lead the construc-
tion of a new administrative 
capital.

This would include an 
airport larger than London’s 
Heathrow and a building 
taller than Paris’s Eiffel 
Tower.—Reuters

“Egyptians want these projects now but 
in fact they will take years to finish.” 

Western diplomat in Cairo
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El Niño brings welcome rains to 
Chile’s farmers, ski resorts

SANTIAGO — After eight years 
of drought which left fields 
parched and ski resorts dry, a 
burst of wet weather, likely trig-
gered by the El Niño phenome-
non, has been welcomed in cen-
tral Chile.

August and September in 
Chile have both seen higher 
amounts of rain than average for 
the Southern Hemisphere spring, 
with capital Santiago’s normally 
blue skies replaced with a grey 
pall and brown lawns turning a 
vibrant green.

There is growing consensus 
among global weather forecast-
ers that this year is seeing a 
strong El Niño, a warming of 
sea-surface temperatures in the 
Pacific that can lead to hot, dry 
weather in Asia and rains in 
South America.

While heavy downpours can 
trigger destructive flooding, El 
Niño can also be a positive phe-
nomenon for top copper exporter 
Chile, bringing relief from usual-

ly dry conditions in much of the 
country.

“What is clear is that the 
central zone responds in a posi-
tive manner to a strong El Niño, 
with more rain in the spring, and 
that is exactly what has hap-
pened,” Claudia Villarroel, a na-
tional weather service meteorolo-
gist, told Reuters.

That could give the coun-
try’s economic growth a boost, as 
long as it remained a relatively 
moderate event, analysts at 
Credicorp said in a report.

“In Chile’s case, El Niño has 
normally had a positive connota-
tion, as greater rains and a warm-
er climate tend to benefit agricul-
ture and energy generation,” they 
said.

More snow in the Andes cre-
ated a “natural reservoir” that 
was reassuring for farmers, said 
Juan Carlos Sepulveda, the head 
of fruit producer industry group 
Fedefruta. But he warned that if 
the rains continue beyond No-

vember, they may cause blooms 
on flowering fruit or affect har-
vests.

“In winter, the rain is wel-
come ... it is coming a little late,” 
he said. 

The bumper snowfalls have 
provided a late-season boon to 
ski resorts near Santiago, which 
suffered a delayed start due to 
scarce precipitation in June and 
July, but are seen operating well 
into October.

Further north, Chile’s tour-
ism sector could also benefit 
from the “flowering desert” phe-
nomenon, with rains turning the 
normally arid Atacama into a car-
pet of colorful flowers — set to 
attract visitors into November.

Weather experts warn, how-
ever, the recent rains do not sig-
nal the end of Chile’s drought. 
By the end of September, Santia-
go’s total year-to-date rainfall 
was still some 40 percent below 
what it should be, Villarroel not-
ed.—Reuters

People spend their day at the ‘Valle Nevado’ ski center, east of Santiago, in the Los Andes mountain range. 
Photo: Reuters

A model of an Israeli spacecraft is displayed on a podium before a 
meeting between Israeli President Reuven Rivlin and Israeli space 
team, SpaceIL, in Jerusalem on 7 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

Israeli team signs first launch 
deal in Google moon race
JERUSALEM — An Israeli 
team competing in a race to the 
moon sponsored by Google has 
signed a with California-based 
SpaceX for a rocket launch, 
putting it at the front of the 
pack and on target for blast-off 
in late 2017, officials said on 
Wednesday.

With the deadline to win a 
$20 million first-place prize 
just two years off, pressure is 
mounting on the 16 rivals from 
around the world hoping to 
complete a privately funded 
moon landing.

Silicon Valley’s Moon Ex-
press announced a week ago 
that it had signed a contract 
with Lockheed Martin-backed 
Rocket Lab. But Israel’s 
SpaceIL is the first team to 
have a launch agreement re-
viewed, verified and accepted 
by XPRIZE, the group oversee-
ing the contest.

“The magnitude of this 
achievement cannot be over-
stated,” said XPRIZE President 
Bob Weiss. “This is the official 
milestone that the race is on ... 
They’ve lit the fuse, as it were, 
for their competitive effort.” 

The key hurdle was find-
ing an affordable ride to outer 
space without government 

funding, said Eran Privman, 
CEO of SpaceIL.

Because his team’s space-
craft is much smaller than most 
competitors — it looks like a 
robotic, four-legged table, 
about 1.5 metres tall and wide 
— the SpaceX Falcon 9 launch-
er can carry 20 small satellites 
whose fares will help cover 
costs, Privman said.

“Other teams are trying to 
find such solutions,” he said.

SpaceX is a private com-
pany owned and operated by 
technology entrepreneur Elon 
Musk.

Much work remains. 
SpaceIL must manufacture 
hardware to fit the rocket and 
only then can it be shipped to 
the United States, Privman 
said.

The mission is scheduled 
for late 2017, just before the 
contest deadline. Once exiting 
the rocket in space, the Israeli 
craft will make its journey to 
the moon.

To win, a privately funded 
team must place an unmanned 
spacecraft on the moon’s sur-
face that can explore 500 me-
ters and transmit high-defini-
tion video and images back to 
earth.—Reuters

US cancer doctors drop pricey drugs with little or no effect
LOS ANGELES — US  
oncologists, aware that patients 
are paying more of the costs of 
expensive cancer drugs, are in-
creasingly declining to pre-
scribe medicines that have scant 
or no effect, even as a last re-
sort.

At least half a dozen drugs, 
including colon cancer treat-
ments Cyramza, from Eli Lilly 
& Co, and Stivarga, sold by 
Bayer AG, aren’t worth prices 
that can exceed $100,000 a 
year, top cancer specialists said 
in interviews with Reuters. 

If specialists do start con-
sidering a drug’s cost in their 
prescribing habits, such deci-
sions could dent the multibil-
lion-dollar cancer drug business 
of companies from Roche 

Holding AG to Celgene Corp. 
Worldwide spending on cancer 
medicines reached $100 billion 
in 2014, a year-over-year jump 
of more than 10 percent. 

Doctors are unimpressed 
with so-called “me too” drugs 
developed by companies look-
ing to grab market share from a 
more established product. They 
are also less likely to use a drug 
outside of its approved indica-
tion for patients who have ex-
hausted other types of treat-
ment. 

“There are drugs that don’t 
make much sense given how 
much they cost, given their 
small benefits,” said Dr Peter 
Bach, director of Memorial 
Sloan Kettering’s Center for 
Health Policy and Outcomes in 

New York. “There are drugs 
that can cost up to $10,000 a 
month that provide, at the medi-
an, a few weeks or less than a 
month of additional life, but 
with substantial toxicity.” 

More than one-quarter of 
spending by Medicare, the fed-
eral health insurance plan for 
seniors, is for services provided 
to beneficiaries in their last 
year of life, according to the 
Kaiser Family Foundation. 
Doctors say that, even with 
harsh side effects, a few more 
weeks of life may be well worth 
the price to some patients. For 
others, the potential benefits 
may not outweigh the costs. 

Lilly’s Cyramza was ap-
proved by US regulators in 
April to treat advanced colorec-

tal cancer in combination with 
chemotherapy. It works simi-
larly to Roche Holding AG’s 
much older drug Avastin and to 
Sanofi SA’s Zaltrap. 

“Lilly got it on the market 
in stomach cancer (in 2014), 
which was a very nice strategy 
since it was one of the few indi-
cations where Avastin missed,” 
said Dr Leonard Saltz, chief of 
gastrointestinal oncology at 
Memorial Sloan Kettering. But 
when Lilly put it on the market 
for colon cancer, where it does 
compete with Avastin, they 
kept its price at double the rate 
of the Roche drug. “In colon 
cancer, I don’t know anyone 
who is using it,” Saltz said of 
Cyramza. Even Avastin, which 
extends colon cancer survival 

by about 1.4 months compared 
to chemotherapy alone, is “mas-
sively overused and massively 
overpriced,” he said. 

Dr Lowell Schnipper, chief 
of haematology-oncology at 
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Centre in Boston, also de-
scribed Cyramza as providing 
limited benefit at a cost of 
$7,000 to $9,000 a month. Lilly 
said in an emailed statement 
that Cyramza addresses a high 
unmet medical need, while 
Bayer said that Stivarga is an 
important, and competitively 
priced, treatment option. 
Genentech, the US biotechnolo-
gy unit of Roche, said it limits 
the annual cost of Avastin to 
about $69,400 for its approved 
uses. —Reuters
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BAY INFERENCE: According to the observations 
at (15:30)hrs M.S.T today, the low pressure area over 
North Bay of Bengal still persists. It may further in-
tensify during next (24)hours. Monsoon is weak in the 
Andaman Sea and South Bay and weather is partly 
cloudy to cloudy elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.
FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE 
9th October, 2015: Rain or thundershowers will be 
scattered in Taninthayi Region and Kayah State, fair-
ly widespread in Nay Pyi Taw, Mandalay and Bago 
Regions, Shan, Kayin and Mon States and widespread 
in the remaining Regions and States with likelihood 
of regionally heavy falls in Upper Sagaing Region 
and Rakhine State and isolated heavy falls in Lower 
Sagaing, Mandalay and Magway Regions, Kachin and 
Chin States. Degree of certainty is (100%).
STATE OF THE SEA: Occasional squalls with 
rough seas will be experienced Deltaic, off and along 
Rakhine Coasts. Surface wind speed in squalls may 
reach (40) m.p.h. Sea will be moderate elsewhere in 
Myanmar waters.
OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: 
Increase of rain in Sagaing Region, Shan, Chin and 
Rakhine States.

Weather report

Best Sales !!! “OFFICE”
In downtown near custom house and banks.
1350 Sqft, ADSL, Phones 4 lines, Two Director Rooms, One 
Meeting Room, Good to operate for 15 ~ 20 office members
Only USD 199,000
Ph. 09 550 2869  &  09 975 023 354

“DURGA PUJA INVITATION”
The Saradiya durga puja 

(Sandhi Mai Daw Puzaw Pwe) will be 
celebrated from Monday the 19th October 
2015 to Thursday, the 22nd October, 2015 
at Hindu temple Sri Sri Durga Bari No. 
307, Bo Aung Kyaw Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon.

All are Cordially invited to attend the 
Durga Puja Celebration with family and 
friends.

Durga Puja Celebration Commitee 2015

OSLO — Corals reefs are 
suffering a severe under-
water heat wave this year 
for the third time on record, 
including a mysterious 
warm patch in the Pacific 
known as “The Blob”, sci-
entists said on Thursday.

The bout of record 
high temperatures in parts 
of the oceans, stoked by 
climate change, is expect-
ed to kill more than 12,000 
sq kms (4,600 sq miles) of 
reefs, or about five percent 
of the global total, they 
said.

The experts, including 
the US National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA), said sim-
ilar alerts about damage to 
reefs had been issued only 
in 2010 and 1998, both ex-
tremely warm years.

Corals, tiny creatures 
which build stony skele-
tons, eject the colourful 
algae they live with when 
under stress. That bleach-
es the reefs — some cor-
als can bounce back when 
temperatures fall but many 
die from long-lasting whit-
ening.

Corals are nurseries 
for many species of fish 
and provide livelihoods for 
millions of people.

“This is the third time 
we’ve had a global bleach-
ing event,” Mark Eakin, co-
ordinator at NOAA’s Coral 
Reef Watch, told Reuters, 
saying experts would have 
spotted such wide damage 
to reefs even decades ago 
when monitoring was less 
thorough.

“2015 has now seen 

coral bleaching occurring 
in reefs in the northern Pa-
cific, Indian, equatorial Pa-
cific, and western Atlantic 
Oceans,” the alert said.

A vast mass of warm 
water known as “The Blob” 
in the north eastern Pacific 
has harmed corals, includ-
ing in Hawaii, it said.

“It is not well under-
stood how much of ‘The 
Blob’ is related to climate 
change ... It’s still a bit of a 
mystery,” Eakin said.

All three global alerts 
— in 1998, 2010 and 2015 
— have coincided with El 
Nino events, which warm 
the eastern tropical Pacif-
ic and can disrupt weather 
worldwide, compound-
ing the impact of climate 
change.

On land, the “equiva-

lent would be tropical for-
ests turning white ... and 
then dying,” said Richard 
Vevers, Executive Director 
of XL Catlin Seaview Sur-
vey which also contributed 
to the report.

“The last two events 
have gone virtually unno-
ticed,” he told Reuters of 
the bleachings in 2010 and 
1998.

The University of 
Queensland and Reef 
Check were also involved 
in the surveys.

Eakin said countries 
could help by reducing 
stresses on reefs such as 
over-fishing and pollution.

Nearly 200 governments 
will meet in Paris from 30 
November to 11 December to 
address the wider problem of 
climate change.—Reuters

Ocean heat wave harming world’s coral reefs this year

A view of over 800 school children, teachers and volunteers forming the shape of a fish with a sad expression, alongside 
Chinese characters that read “refrain” at Repulse Bay in Hong Kong. Photo: Reuters

US chief knew VW could be breaking rules
BERLIN — Volkswagen’s 
top US executive will tell a 
panel of US lawmakers on 
Thursday that he knew as 
long ago as the spring of 
2014 that the German car-
maker might be breaking 
rules on US diesel emis-
sions tests.

In written testimony 
submitted to a congres-
sional oversight panel a 
day ahead of Thursday’s 
hearing, President and CEO 
of Volkswagen Group of 
America Michael Horn 
said: “In the spring of 2014 
... I was told that there 
was a possible emissions 
non-compliance that could 
be remedied.

“I was also informed 
that the company engineers 
would work with the agen-
cies to resolve the issue,” 
he said, without identifying 
the people providing him 

with the information.
That is about 18 

months before the company 
admitted to US regulators it 
used software to cheat tests, 
and is likely to add to criti-
cism it has not acted swiftly 
enough to tackle its wrong-
doing. Almost three weeks 
after it admitted publicly to 
rigging US emissions tests, 
Europe’s largest carmaker 
is under huge pressure to 
identify those responsible, 
fix affected vehicles and 
clarify exactly how and 
where the cheating hap-
pened.

Germany’s Sued-
deutsche Zeitung newspa-
per reported on Thursday 
that Volkswagen’s “cheat” 
software was switched on 
in Europe. The company 
has previously said that, 
while the software was in-
stalled in around 11 million 

diesel vehicles worldwide, 
it was not active in the ma-
jority of them.

Volkswagen was not 
immediately available to 
comment on the Sued-
deutsche report.

It was not until 3 Sep-
tember 2015, that Volkswa-
gen told US regulators 
it had installed so-called 
“defeat devices” in some 
diesel engines to mask their 
true level of toxic emis-
sions. US regulators made 
public the wrongdoing on 
18 September. The biggest 
business crisis in Volkswa-
gen’s 78-year history has 
wiped more than a third off 
its share price, forced out 
its long-time chief execu-
tive and sent shockwaves 
through both the global car 
industry and the German 
establishment.

In the written testimo-

ny published on Wednes-
day, Horn said Volkswa-
gen had withdrawn its US 
certification application for 
some model year 2016 ve-
hicles over a software fea-
ture that should have been 
disclosed to regulators as 
an auxiliary emissions con-
trol device. Volkswagen 
has come under fire from 
authorities and analysts on 
both sides of the Atlantic 
for its handling of the crisis.

The company’s new 
chairman said on Wednes-
day it would take “some 
time” to get to the bottom 
of the matter.

Volkswagen has sus-
pended more than 10 senior 
managers, including three 
top engineers, as part of 
an internal investigation. It 
has also hired US law firm 
Jones Day to conduct an 
external inquiry.— Reuters

 the republic of the Union of Myanmar 
 Ministry of Construction 

ICB1-eD-KKr - aDDeNDUM No 2 
GMS eWeC eindu to Kawkareik road Improvement project 

06 October 2015 
Invitation For Bids 
The paragraph 7 has been modified and shall be read as: 

7.  A site visit will be organised:  
Kayin State Director office, DOH, Ministry of 
Construction in HpaAn,  
The 03 November 2015 at 09:00 am Myanmar local 
time  
 

  The Pre‐Bidding meeting will be organised:  
Kayin State Director office, DOH, Ministry of 
Construction in HpaAn,  
The 04 November 2015 at 09:00 am Myanmar local 
time  

Section 2 – Bid Data Sheet 
The Clause ITB 7.4 has been modified and shall be read as:  
A Pre‐Bid meeting will take place at the following date, time and 
location: 

Date:     04 November 2015 
Time:     9:00 Hours, local Myanmar time 
Location:    Kayin State Director Office, DOH,  
      Ministry of Construction in HpaAn,  
Country:   Republic of the Union of Myanmar 

A site visit  conducted by  the Employer will be organized on 
03 November 2015 
Meeting will take place at Kayin State Director Office, DOH, 
HpaAn at 09:00 am local Myanmar time. 

THE OTHER SECTIONS CLAUSES AND PROVISIONS REMAIN  
UN‐CHANGED  
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV esm cremona VOY NO (134w)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV esm 
cremona VOY NO (134w) are hereby notified that 
the vessel will be arriving on 9.10.2015 and cargo will 
be discharged into the premises of m.i.p where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S orinet overseas 
container lines

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV e.r. TURKU VOY NO (082w)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV e.r. TURKU 

VOY NO (082w) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 9.10.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of a.w.p.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S hanjin shipping lines
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV morotai VOY NO (yf273r)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV morotai 

VOY NO (yf273r) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 9.10.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of m.i.p where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S cma cgm line
Phone No: 2301185

Email: thantunaungnlm@gmail.com
Phone: (01) 860 4532

ADVERTISE 
WITH US!

Email: thantunaungnlm@gmail.com
Phone: (01) 860 4532

-	W e are Myanmar’s highest-circulating 
English language daily newspaper

- 	W e offer competitive ad rates
-	 Your ad will be seen by a wide and 

influential readership

Firefighters watch the Rocky Fire advance in Lake County, California. Photo: Reuters

LONDON — Up to 
200,000 households with 
people in work in Britain 
will be pushed into poverty 
by the government’s latest 
welfare reforms, according 
to a report published a day 
after Prime Minister David 
Cameron promised an “all-
out assault on poverty”.

The Resolution Foun-
dation, a think tank fo-
cusing on wages, said on 
Thursday an increase in the 
minimum wage would not 
offset the losses for many 
households caused by cuts 
to tax credits, which top up 
the earnings of the lowest 
paid, and other welfare 
supports.

The think tank spe-
cialises in issues affecting 
low-earning households, 
and its research work was 
cited by finance minister 

George Osborne when he 
announced the new mini-
mum wage in July.

The Resolution Foun-
dation said the number 
of working households 
in poverty — those who 
receive less than 60 per-
cent of median house-
hold income — will rise 
by 100,000 next year as a 
result of the changes an-
nounced in July.

A further 100,000 
working households could 
fall below the poverty line 
by 2020 after a second 
phase of cuts, pushing 
the total number of poor 
households to around 2 
million, it said.

A spokesman for Brit-
ain’s finance ministry said 
the changes announced in 
July were fair and neces-
sary and would only take 

spending on tax credits 
back to 2008 levels. “The 
best route out of poverty 
is work, not benefits,” he 
said.

Thursday’s report will 
be uncomfortable reading 
for Osborne, the front-run-
ner to take over from Cam-
eron, who has said he will 
stand down before the next 
election in 2020.

Boris Johnson, Lon-
don’s mayor and anoth-
er potential successor to 
Cameron, used a high-pro-
file speech at the Conserv-
ative Party’s annual con-
ference this week to urge 
the government to protect 
the most vulnerable, low-
est-paid workers.

In his speech to the 
conference on Wednes-
day, Cameron said the in-
troduction in April of the 

higher minimum wage 
was a “giant leap forward” 
in the push to help more 
people get out of poverty 
by working rather than re-
lying on welfare.

But David Finch, 
senior economic analyst 
at the Resolution Founda-
tion, said the government 
would make it harder for 
families to earn their way 
out of poverty by weaken-
ing work incentives in the 
benefits system.

An analyst at the Or-
ganisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Devel-
opment told Reuters on 
Wednesday that austeri-
ty programmes imposed 
in a number of countries 
since 2010 had exac-
erbated inequality and 
could harm long-term  
growth.—Reuters

Massive California wildfire contained

San Francisco —  
A massive California wild-
fire that left four people 
dead and four firefighters 
injured was fully contained 
late on Wednesday, offi-
cials said, nearly a month 
after the destructive blaze 
broke out north of San 
Francisco.

The so-called Valley 
Fire destroyed nearly 2,000 
homes and buildings as it 
ripped through drought-
parched timber across Lake, 
Napa and Sonoma coun-
ties, some of California’s 
famed wine-making re-
gions, about 70 miles (110 
km) north of San Francis-
co, the California Depart-

ment of Forestry and Fire  
Protection (Cal Fire) said.

The Valley Fire broke 
out 12 September and in-
tensified, becoming one of 
the two most destructive 
blazes in the state this year 
and among the most calam-
itous in California history.

The current fire season 
has been especially intense, 
as California struggles 
through its fourth year of a 
crippling drought that has 
left forestland exceedingly 
dry and easy kindling for a 
blaze.

Four people were killed 
in the Valley Fire, including 
an elderly disabled wom-
an who was trapped in her 

home, Cal Fire said. Four 
firefighters were injured in 
the early days of the blaze.

The fire, along with 
another conflagration near-
by, the Butte Fire, togeth-
er blackened more than 
145,000 acres (58,000 hec-
tares) while laying waste 
to thousands of homes and 
outbuildings and forcing 
the evacuation of some 
20,000 people. Two peo-
ple were killed in the Butte 
blaze, which was fully con-
tained earlier this week.

By late Wednesday, 
containment of the Valley 
Fire, a measure of how 
much of its perimeter has 
been enclosed within buff-

er lines carved through 
vegetation by ground 
crews, was at 100 percent 
and Cal Fire had issued its 
“final” update on the blaze, 
the agency’s website said.

“Helicopters may be 
operating over the fire area 
as part of the mop-up oper-
ation. Firefighters continue 
to improve existing lines and 
mopping up hot spots across 
the fire area,” it said.

The Butte Fire was fully 
contained earlier this month.

US President Barack 
Obama signed a disaster 
declaration in September to 
make federal aid available 
to residents impacted by the 
blazes.—Reuters

UK think tank sees more poverty, 
countering Cameron’s message
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Cast member Dylan O’Brien poses at a press line for “The Maze 
Runner’’ during the 2014 Comic-Con International Convention in San 
Diego, California. Photo: Reuters

Native Americans protest ‘Maze 
Runner’ actor’s comments

LOS ANGELES — An offhand 
comment made by “Maze Run-
ner” actor Dylan O’Brien about 
filching Native American arti-
facts from a New Mexico ranch 
where a movie was being filmed 
has stung advocates who have 
long struggled to protect tribal 
items and remains. 

O’Brien, 24, said in a recent 
interview that he had fallen ill 
during the shoot for 20th Cen-
tury Fox’s “The Maze Runner: 
Scorch Trials” and implied that 
a Native American curse had 
taken revenge on cast members 
who took objects. 

The remark has prompted 
an online petition with 47,000 
people calling for the return 
of any stolen objects from the 
ranch where the film was shot 
last year.

“It brings to mind for me 
that our graves that were robbed 
for the objects that were in them. 
That kind of desecration and di-
rect continuing today is not de-
niable or tolerable,” Jacqueline 
Johnson Pata, executive direc-
tor of the National Congress of 
American Indians, told Reuters 
on Wednesday. 

O’Brien’s publicist did not 
return a request for comment.  

In an interview last month 
on US syndicated morning talk 
show “Live with Kelly and Mi-
chael,” O’Brien said he and fel-
low “Scorch Trials” cast mem-
bers took items from the historic 
location where they filmed last 
winter. 

“It was this ancient Indian 
burial ground, I guess,” he said. 
“They were very strict about 
littering and don’t take any ar-
tifacts like rocks, skulls — an-
ything like that. And everyone 
just takes stuff, you know, ob-
viously.” 

The site in question is the 
22,000-acre Diamond Tail 
Ranch in the high desert be-
tween Santa Fe and Albuquer-
que. It is not home to any known 
Indian burial grounds, property 
manager Roch Hart told Reu-
ters, and he has not been able to 
detect missing items. 

Hart said artifacts at Di-
amond Tail include pottery 
shards and chippings of rock 
tools. While he has not been 
able to pinpoint specific tribes 
as the owners, he estimates that 
items date from the years 800 to 
1700. 

“Whether it be a thou-
sand-dollar pot that was found, 
or a pottery shard ... we consider 
it all sacred,” he said.

The ranch has hosted about 
10 films in the past three years, 
including “Frontera” starring Ed 
Harris. If the theft allegations 
prove true, Hart said he will re-
think plans. 

20th Century Fox said 
Wednesday it was doing a 
“thorough investigation.” 

“If any artifacts were mis-
handled or removed from the lo-
cation, we will do everything to 
ensure they are restored,” the stu-
dio said in a statement.—Reuters 

Mumbai — Mega-star Amitabh 
Bachchan, who has been appointed 
as Maharashtra’s brand ambassa-
dor for tigers, has appealed people 
to save the big cat’s rapidly dwin-
dling population.

Beginning the endeavor, the 
72-year-old actor took a jungle 
safari in Sanjay Gandhi Nation-
al Park in suburban Mumbai last 
evening along with ministers and 
politicians. “I will consider my-
self worthy as a brand ambassa-
dor when tiger preservation and 
securing their safety becomes 
successful. If my voice or face 
can provide anything good to this 
initiative, I will pledge myself for 
it,” Bachchan told reporters here 
at the event.

The “Piku” star took jungle 
safari and he had a great time.

“I have been in Mumbai for 

65 years. But the safari showed me 
images that I have never seen be-
fore. And these are the things that 
makes me work for it. What makes 
me proud is that in the middle of 
the city, there is a national park 
which is a miracle and we have to 
save it.”  Bachchan revealed Maha-
rashtra is home to the largest num-
ber of tigers in India.

“When we were moving 
from 19th to 20th century, the ti-
ger count was 40,000. In 2008, it 
reduced to 1411. The movement 
that started after that has made it 
reach 2226 in number,” he said. 
On the occasion, Big B launched 
two Safari buses at the Sanjay 
Gandhi National Park. The event 
has been organised as a part of 
‘Wildlife Week’ celebrations and 
it was attended by Forest Minis-
ter Sudhir Mungantiwar.—PTI

Los Angeles — Pop 
diva Jennifer Lopez will 
host and perform at the 2015  
American Music Awards, 
which will take place on 22 
November.

The ceremony will be 
broadcast live from LA’s Mi-
crosoft Theater on ABC, said 
The Hollywood Reporter.

Lopez, 46, will also per-

form in support of her up-
coming Las Vegas show “All 
I Have,” which begins in Jan-
uary at the Planet Hollywood 
Resort & Casino.

On 13 October, Joe Jonas 
and Charlie Puth will appear 
on “Good Morning America” 
to reveal the nominees for 
six categories of the annual 
awards ceremony.—PTI

Big B bats to save big cat population

Jennifer Lopez to host 
American Music Awards

Cast member Lady Gaga poses at a premiere screening of “American 
Horror Story: Hotel” in Los Angeles, California. Photo: Reuters

Taylor loves 
that I act:
Lady Gaga
London — Pop star Lady Gaga 
says her fiance Taylor Kinney is 
thrilled she’s gone into acting.

The “Born This Way” sing-
er joined the cast of Fox series 
“American Horror Story: Hotel” 
and the “Chicago Fire” actor, 
who she began dating in 2011 and 
got engaged to in February, has 
been “exponentially supportive” 
of her transition and even offered 
her advice, reported Female First.

“What guy in that scenario 
would be like, ‘Sure, babe, do 
TV!’?. He does TV, that’s his 
thing. I do music, and you know, 
we’re together. But I sort of was 
like, ‘Is it cool if I do TV?,’ And 
he was like, yeah!’” she said.

“We can read scripts togeth-
er, and we can talk about our 
characters together, and I can 
teach you how to be on set!’” 

The 29-year-old star said 
Kinney taught her to be available 
to other actors.

“He taught me all about et-
iquette and what actors would 
appreciate during their coverage. 
He taught me to make sure that 
I was always available fully to 
the actors when I was working 
so that when the coverage is on 
them that I don’t drop my charac-
ter, that I’m always in it for them, 
and you know, that’s invaluable 
advice.—PTI

Mumbai — Academy 
Award-winning music compos-
er AR Rahman will be honoured 
with the Hridaynath Mangesh-
kar Award here on 26 October.

The fifth Hridaynath Award 
will be conferred on Rahman 
by veteran filmmaker Subhash 
Ghai on the birth anniversary 
of Pandit Hridaynath Mangesh-
kar, the late younger brother of 

legendary playback singers Lata 
Mangeshkar and Asha Bhosle.

The first Hridaynath award 
was given to Lata. Asha, me-
gastar Amitabh Bachchan and 
actress Sulochana Tai have also 
been its recipients.

Megastar Amitabh Bach-
chan was feted with the fourth 
such honour and last year it 
was presented to legendary ac-

tress Sulochana Tai. In 2009, 
48-year-old Rahman won the 
Oscar award for Best Original 
Score and Best Original Song, 
sharing with lyricist Gulzar, 
for his work in Danny Boyle’s 
“Slumdog Millionaire”.

The singer-composer has 
also won four National Awards 
in a career spanning over two 
decades.—PTI

AR Rahman to receive Hridaynath Mangeshkar Award

Photo: Reuters
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Japanese climber with no fingers 
abandons bid to scale Everest

Indonesian region sets curfew for lovers 
JAKARTA — A regency on  
Indonesia’s Java Island has issued 
a bylaw prohibiting unmarried 
lovers from being at each other’s 
houses after 9 p.m. and forcing 
violators to get married, a leading 
daily newspaper reported Thurs-
day.

Kompas newspaper report-
ed that the bylaw, recently issued 
by the government of Purwakarta 
Regency in West Java Province, 
also bans teens under the age of 17 

NEW DELHI — A Japanese  
climber who lost all his fingertips 
to frostbite and was trying to be-
come the first person to conquer 
Mount Everest since its worst 
disaster has abandoned his bid to 
reach the summit because of poor 
weather.

Nobukazu Kuriki, 33, gave 
up his attempt about 700 metres 
(2,300 feet) below the summit 
of the 8,850-metre (29,035-feet) 
mountain.

“I tried my best, but I judged 
that I would not be able to come 
back alive if I went any further 
given the strong winds and deep 
snow,” Kuriki wrote on his Twit-
ter account after descending some 
way on Thursday.

Climbers usually scale Ever-
est and other Himalayan peaks in 
May, just before the rainy season 
sweeps in from the south bringing 
snow at high altitude.

But there is also a short 
climbing season in the autumn, af-
ter the summer rains ease.

Members of the climbing 
community in the Nepali capital 
of Kathmandu said Kuriki’s sum-
mit attempt so late in the year was 

too dangerous, with the increased 
risk of avalanches and high winds 
capable of blowing people off the 
mountain.

It was Kuriki’s first attempt 
to climb Everest since losing all 
of his fingertips on the mountain 
three years ago after spending two 
days in a snow hole at 27,000 feet 
(8,230 metres) in temperatures be-
low minus 20 Celsius.

Despite his disability, he can 
still grip an ice axe with one hand 
and pin it with the other.

“I am grateful to everyone’s 

support from the bottom of my 
heart,” he said.

Kuriki had became an un-
likely face of Nepal’s efforts to 
revive its climbing industry after 
18 mountaineers were killed in the 
Everest region in avalanches trig-
gered by a big earthquake in April. 

The earthquake in April, 
and a second big one in May, 
killed nearly 9,000 people across 
the poor Himalayan nation 
and the government has been 
trying to encourage a tourist  
revival.—Reuters

Syrian journalist wins 
award for courageous 
reporting

Luxury jeweller shells out to restore Rome’s Spanish Steps

LONDON — Despite living 
in hiding and fearing for her 
life, Syrian journalist Kholoud 
Waleed persists in reporting on 
the suffering and atrocities in-
flicted on her fellow countrymen 
in the long-running civil war.

The 31-year-old, who has 
been targeted by both govern-
ment and militant forces, set 
up an underground newspaper 
in 2012 with a group of female 
friends, to report on what was 
happening in Syria.

On Wednesday she was 
awarded the annual Reach All 
Women in WAR (RAW in 
WAR) Anna Politkovskaya 
Award for her work in keeping 
people in Syria informed about 
the war, and for speaking out 
against the violence. 

“The Syrian media always 
conveyed the same, that there 
was no conflict, no demonstra-
tions, no shelling, no bombard-
ment, nothing,” Waleed (not her 
real name) said in an interview 
with the Thomson Reuters Foun-
dation. 

“The message from the re-
gime is ‘the sun is shining, the 
birds are singing, nothing, noth-
ing at all is happening in Syria,’” 
she added. 

The group wanted to use 
their underground newspaper, 
“Enab Baladi” (Grapes of My 
Country), also to show the in-
ternational community what was 
happening in Syria, and docu-
ment crimes being committed 
there. Waleed now lives in hid-
ing after some of her colleagues 
were detained and questioned by 
government security forces.

“We lost many friends,” 

she said. Three have been killed, 
three are in detention, and others 
have been released from deten-
tion, she said.

“This is our responsibili-
ty, to tell our people and to tell 
the world that there are people 
who aspired for freedom but 
they were faced by all sorts of 
evil,” Waleed said.  Despite the 
dangers, she is determined to 
continue documenting atrocities 
committed by all sides, and the 
stories of civilians living with the 
daily reality of war. 

“If we stop, no one is going 
to care about the little stories, 
about amazing people surviving 
the war.”

She wants to record as many 
stories as she can, so that future 
generations can read about what 
happened during the war years. 

“If we stop, no history will 
be recorded, and only the loud 
voices will be heard - the voic-
es of the most powerful, whether 
it’s the regime or the extremists.” 

“If we stop, no one is going 
to hear the voice of the vulner-
able.” 

The award marks the ninth 
anniversary of the killing of 
Anna Politkovskaya, the Rus-
sian investigative reporter who 
uncovered state corruption and 
rights abuses, especially in 
Chechnya. She was shot dead in 
the lobby of her Moscow apart-
ment block at the age of 48 on 7 
October 2006. Elena Kudimo-
va, sister of Politkovskaya and 
a member of the RAW in WAR 
nominations committee, said: 
“This brave woman ... is doing 
the same dangerous work as 
Anna did.—Reuters

People walk near a barrier that closes the entrance to the Spanish Steps in Rome, Italy, on 7 October 2015. 
Photo: Reuters

ROME — Restoration work 
started on Wednesday at Rome’s 
Spanish Steps, making the scene 
of one of cinema’s most famous 
ice cream breaks the latest Ital-
ian landmark to undergo private-
ly-funded repairs.

The travertine and marble 
staircase that rises from Piazza di 
Spagna to the Trinita dei Monti 
church in Rome’s historic center 
will be cleaned and its surfaces 
repaired in a project due to be fin-
ished by late next spring.

Roman jeweler Bulgari has 
donated 1.5 million euros ($1.7 
million) to restore the site that pro-
vided the setting for a meeting be-
tween an ice cream-eating Audrey 
Hepburn and Gregory Peck in the 
1953 film “Roman Holiday”.

The constant flow of self-
ie-snapping tourists has added 
to the deterioration of the Steps, 
which were last fully restored in 
1995, Rome’s city government 
and Bulgari said in a statement. 

Some of the steps are slipping 

away, the stone surfaces are pock-
marked with dark stains, and some 
areas are cracked and damaged by 
invasive plants.

The whole staircase will be 
closed until 7 December, before 
being partially opened to allow 
access to the hordes of tourists 
expected for a Catholic Holy Year 
beginning in December. Italian en-
trepreneurs have been stepping up 
to pay to restore historical sites and 
save some from likely collapse as 
a three-year recession strangled 
public funding for their upkeep.

Across town from the Piaz-
za di Spagna, luxury shoemaker 
Tod’s is paying to restore the Col-
osseum, while the holding compa-
ny of Diesel jeans founder Renzo 
Rosso paid to spruce up the Rialto 
bridge in Venice.

The Spanish Steps, known in 
Italian as the Scalinata di Trinita 
dei Monti, first needed repairs just 
two years after their completion 
in 1726 after being damaged by 
heavy rain. —Reuters

from engaging in amorous rela-
tionships. Those violating the by-
law will be forced to get married 
immediately.

Under the bylaw, Ipin, a 
50-year-old widower of the vil-
lage of Cisaat, was forced to get 
married recently after being seen 
of frequently visiting the house of 
his neighbor Teti, a 46-year-old 
widow with two children. 

“They often had a dating un-
til late at night so the local neigh-

bourhood head, local security ap-
paratus and other residents forced 
them to get married,” Kompas 
quoted local village chief Mo-
hamad Toha as saying, adding 
that the couple had repeatedly ig-
nored warnings. 	   According to 
Purwakarta Regent Dedi Mulya-
di, 70 percent of 193 villages and 
sub-districts under the regency 
have so far issued implementing  
regulations to support the by-
law.—Kyodo News

Nobukazu Kuriki. Photo: Reuters
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With Rooney injured, Walcott eyes England striker role

Pacquiao likely to retire after one more fight next year

Arsenal’s Theo Walcott  
is hoping to lead the line 
for England if Wayne 

Rooney does not recover from an 
ankle injury in time to face Esto-
nia at Wembley on Friday.

The Manchester United and 
England captain is a major doubt 
for the Euro 2016 qualifier after 
missing two training sessions, 
with England manager Roy 
Hodgson reportedly set to name 
Gary Cahill skipper if Rooney 
misses the game.

Hodgson has used Walcott 
mostly on the right for England, 
but the 26-year-old has im-
pressed in a central role for his 
club this season and has admitted 
that is where he wants to play for 
the national team as well.

“I know everyone would 
like to see me up front,” Walcott 
told reporters before the Estonia 
game.

“Playing there for England, 

that’s what I want to do.”
England qualified for next 

year’s finals in France with a 6-0 
victory in San Marino on 5 Sep-
tember and have won all eight of 
their qualifiers so far.

Walcott, who grabbed a 
brace in the San Marino game 
and has 12 goals in his last 14 
Premier League starts, revealed 
that his improved form was down 
to advice from Arsenal manager 
Arsene Wenger and former team 
mate Thierry Henry, who is back 
at the club in a coaching role.

“He (Wenger) asked if I 
could be more aggressive on the 
pitch,” Walcott said.

“I actually said (to Wenger), 
‘Do you want me to start kicking 
people?’ That was my first reac-
tion. He said, ‘No, I’m not saying 
that.’

“Again he wanted me to 
be more aggressive in terms of 
running at players, closing them 

down, tracking back, being there 
and in their faces,” Walcott add-
ed.

The striker also said Henry 
has been a key factor in his im-
provement.

“I have been chatting to him 
on a personal level behind the 
scenes as well to learn things 

from him,” Walcott said.
“It is a great tool to have in 

the locker ... I’ve had quite a few 
words with him about some of 
the games I’ve played.

“He has just given me his 
analysis and if I’ve needed to ask 
him some questions about it, he’s 
always there,” he added.—Reuters

MANILA — Filipino boxing 
great Manny Pacquiao, a win-
ner of world titles in eight dif-
ferent weight categories, said he 
is likely to retire from the sport 
after one more fight next year.

Pacquiao, 36, last fought in 
May when he lost to American 
Floyd Mayweather Junior in a 
long awaited bout between the 
sport’s best two fighters, dubbed 
the Fight of the Century, that 
failed to match the hype.

Pacquiao underwent sur-
gery to repair a torn rotator cuff 
after the fight and had been ex-
pected to retire with little left 
to prove after achieving his 
long-stated goal of getting in the 
ring with Mayweather.

“I think I’m ready. I’ve 
been in boxing for more than 20 
years,” he said in an interview 
with ABS-CBN on Wednesday.

The Filipino said he wanted 
one more bout but it is unlikely 

to be against Mayweather, who 
has announced plans to retire af-
ter beating Andre Berto in Sep-
tember to improve his record to 
49 wins and no losses.

“We can not say if there is 
a rematch or not. It depends, it 
depends,” Pacquiao said.

Pacquiao’s long-term man-
ager Bob Arum said last month 
he expected Pacquiao to fight 
again in February, with Briton 
Amir Khan and American Ter-
ence Crawford among the possi-
ble opponents.

The Filipino southpaw, who 
boasts a fight record of 57 wins, 
six losses and two draws, said 
he wanted to focus more on his 
political career.

Pacquiao is already a 
member of the country’s low-
er house of representatives and 
announced plans on Monday to 
run for a seat in the senate next 
year.—Reuters Filipino boxing superstar Manny Pacquiao. Photo: Reuters

Nadal, 
Radwanska 
into quarters at 
China Open
BEIJING — Former  
champions Rafael Nadal and 
Agnieszka Radwanska both 
moved into quarterfinals at 
the China Open on Wednes-
day.

Nadal, the 2005 champi-
on here in Beijing, was made 
to work before beating Vasek 
Pospisil of Canada 7-6(3), 6-4 
while 2011 champion Rad-
wanska won her third round 
match easily after 14th seed 
Madison Keys of the United 
States retired citing an injury.

Both Nadal and Pospisil 
held serve in the opening set 
before the match was forced 
into a tiebreak. The Spaniard 
was much better on big points 
and won the tiebreak at 7-3.

In the second set, Nadal 
looked more convincing and 
broke once to win at 6-4.

The major upset in men’s 
singles came from world 
number five and second seed 
Tomas Berdych of the Czech 
Republic, who crashed out at 
the first hurdle falling 6-4, 6-4 
to Uruguay’s Pablo Cuevas.

Berdych, also a former 
winner in Beijing, was return-
ing to the Chinese capital hav-
ing won his first ATP World 
Tour title of the year in Shen-
zhen on Monday. Against 
World No 37 Cuevas, how-
ever, he was unable to back it 
up.—Xinhua

THE final boat races of the 
Shwekyetkya Pagoda festival in 
Amarapura Township, Mandalay 
Region, were held on 5 October. 
Awards for the winners were 
presented the next day.

The pagoda festival’s boat 
races are famous around upper 
Myanmar. This year’s first prize 
went to the Ywathit crew, and 
the Shwelay crew was the first 
runner-up. The third prize went 
to the Shwelaung crew, which 
was the defending champion this 
year.—Tin Maung 

Boat race 
winners 
awarded

Two boats compete during the Shwekyetkya Pagoda festival in Amarapura Township, Mandalay. Photo: Tin Maung

Theo Walcott. Photo: Reuters

2018 FIFA World 
Cup qualification: 

AFC Second Round 
(8-10-205)

Myanmar   0 - 2   Lebanon


