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Fishermen repatriated from Indonesia’s Ambon Island gather at a government office in Yangon to collect their salaries in September 2015.
Photo: Banya

FOURTEEN Myanmar fishermen 
will travel to Indonesia this month 
to testify in court against a fishing 
company that is on trial for com-
mitting human trafficking. 

The Witness and Victim Pro-
tection Agency (LPSK), an Indo-
nesian NGO, will take the Silver 
Sean fishing company, also based 
in Indonesia, to court for traffick-
ing Myanmar fishermen in an at-
tempt to secure salaries and com-
pensation for the victims.

LPSK met with 22 trafficked 
fishermen in Myanmar during a 
visit in September and reached 
agreement in principal with My-
anmar authorities to send 14 fish-
ermen who were involved in the 
case to Indonesia, Police Col Khin 
Maung Hla told The Global New 
Light of Myanmar yesterday.

“More than 500 fishermen 
who returned from Benjina about 
four to five months ago did not 
receive salaries from their compa-
nies because the Myanmar authori-
ties and Indonesian authorities had 
to give priority to repatriate them 
to Myanmar as soon as possible 
due to unsufficient accommoda-
tion and food for them,” he added. 

“However, the two countries 
will cooperate further to resolve 
the issues of salary and grievances 
of the remaining Myanmar fisher-
men,” the police colonel said. 

He added that 176 of the more 
than 300 Myanmar fishermen 
stranded on Indonesia’s Ambon 
Island returned to Myanmar in 
September and received their sal-
aries from their employers; they 
were repatriated only after com-
pensation disputes between em-

ployers and workers were resolved 
by Myanmar and Indonesian au-
thorities.

Meanwhile, the Myanmar 
embassy in Indonesia has offered 
its assistance to more than 443 
fishermen who returned home 
from Benjina in early June in filing 
lawsuits against their former em-
ployers in an attempt to resolve the 
salary disputes between the fisher-
men and the Benjina Company.

Officials from Myanmar, 
Thailand, Cambodia and Indone-
sia will hold talks for the second 
time on the Indonesian island of 

Bali on 20 and 21 October in order 
to resolve the human trafficking 
issue.

Myanmar, Thailand and Indo-
nesia held the first meeting on the 
issue in Phuket, Thailand, in July 
2015, focusing on the issue of traf-
ficked fishermen.

During its visit to Myanmar, 
LPSK expressed its readiness to 
cooperate with Myanmar to re-
solve the human trafficking case 
in Benjina, Aru Island, Maluku 
Province.

The LPSK has reported on 
the developments in the Benjina 

slavery case to Myanmar author-
ities, including the trial schedule 
and the protection of the witnesses 
from Myanmar.

During the meeting with 
the LPSK, Myanmar authorities 
voiced their support for the wit-
nesses testifying in court.

The Myanmar Police Force 
or other relevant ministries can 
conduct further investigations, the 
authorities said.

Earlier this year, the Asso-
ciated Press released a video ti-
tled “Was Your Seafood Caught 
by Slaves?” that showed several 

prisons and tombs believed to be 
a cemetery for Myanmar crew 
members of fishing ships in Ben-
jina. Indonesian police investiga-
tions revealed human trafficking 
in Benjina, arresting eight sus-
pects in connection with the case, 
of whom five were identified as 
Thai nationals and three as Indo-
nesian.

More than 130 Myan-
mar fishermen who have been 
stranded in Indonesia’s Ambon,  
Tanjunpinan and Meulaboh is-
lands will be able to return home 
in October. — GNLM

It is necessary to develop urban 
housing projects for towns and 
cities in all of Myanmar’s states 
and regions, said Union Minister 
from the President’s Office U Soe 
Thane at a coordination meeting 
on urban development yesterday.

Future developments must 
also be taken into account while 
executing urban housing projects, 

Govt has built 36,059 new apartments over last 4 years
the union minister added.

Also at the meeting, Deputy 
Minister for Construction U Soe 
Tint explained the efforts of the 
union government to expand My-
anmar’s housing infrastructure.

“The union government was 
able to build 36,059 new apart-
ments during the 4-year period 
from 2011 to 2015,” he said.

The Ministry of Construction 
laid down four objectives: pro-
viding adequate and affordable 
housing, establishing a housing 
finance mechanism, the participa-
tion of private entrepreneurs in the  
construction industry and the de-
velopment of a proper housing 
delivery system, according to 
the deputy minister.  The deputy 

minister added that the union gov-
ernment built over 36,000 apart-
ments for government employees 
and low-income citizens, and the 
ministry is planning to build 1 mil-
lion apartment units in 81 cities 
throughout the country over the 
next 20 years. 

Plans are also underway to 
issue 8-year mortgage loans to 

home-buyers, according to the 
deputy minister.

Arrangements are also being 
made to build 29,357 new apart-
ments in the 2015-16 fiscal year.

The ministry also developed 
100,000 land plots in 99 cities  
and towns for urban  
development projects between 
1988 and 2010.—MNA
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Vice President honours teachers at 
World Teachers’ Day ceremony
“Competent teachers are  
essential to an education system 
that can nurture qualified hu-
man resources,” Vice President 
Dr Sai Mauk Kham said at the 
World Teachers’ Day ceremony 
held at Myanmar International 
Convention Centre in Nay Pyi 
Taw yesterday.

In his speech, the vice pres-
ident said World Teachers’ Day 
was organised to highlight the 
importance of teachers in nurtur-
ing new generations of youths, 
and that Myanmar society tradi-
tionally regards teachers as peo-
ple who deserve gratitude from 
society.

The enhancement of the 
quality of our teachers is one of 
the objectives of the World Ed-
ucation Forum in 2015, the vice 
president pointed out.

“The theme of this year’s 
World Teachers’ Day – ‘Empow-
ering teachers, building sustaina-
ble society’ – also means teach-
ers’ authority and skills must 
be enhanced for the sustainable 
development of society,” he said.

The vice president urged 
teachers to try to be lifelong 
learners who always nurture 
themselves.

After the vice president’s 
address, Union Minister for Edu-
cation Dr Daw Khin San Yi read 

Dr Sai Mauk Kham accepts 
bloodmobile from Thai princess

Vice President Dr Sai Mauk 
Kham accepted a bloodmo-
bile donated by the Thai people 
through Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhorn yesterday in Nay Pyi 
Taw. The donation was aimed 
at fostering friendship between 
Thailand and Myanmar, improv-
ing Myanmar’s blood banks and 

increasing the number of blood 
donors. 

The vehicle is equipped with 
facilities by which six people can 
donate blood simultaneously. In 
the evening, the vice president 
hosted a dinner for the Thai prin-
cess and her entourage at the Park 
Royal Hotel in Nay Pyi Taw. 

Earlier that day, the Thai 
princess visited No. 15 Basic 
Education Primary School in Py-
inmana. She donated books and 
stationery for the students. 

The princess also browsed 
exhibits on display at the Nation-
al Archives Department in Nay 
Pyi Taw.—MNA

out the message from President 
Thein Sein to the attendees. 

Messages from UN officials 
were also read out at the cere-
mony before the vice president 

presented awards to experienced 
teachers.

Winners of article and essay 
competitions were also given 
prizes at the ceremony.—MNA

Vice President Dr Sai Mauk Kham and  Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn view a bloodmobile. Photo: mna

Vice President Dr Sai Mauk Kham awards a teacher at a ceremony to 
mark the World Teachers’ Day. Photo: mna

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing donates computers to schools in 
Mawlamyine. Photo: Myawady

Senior General  
Min Aung Hlaing donates 
computers to schools
SPECIAL emphasis should be 
placed on education, as high ed-
ucation standards are essential 
for national development, said 
Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing. 

He spoke at a ceremony 
held at Mon State Hall in Maw-
lamyine, where he donated 
computers to schools and uni-
versities and cash for regional 
development in Mon State on 
Monday.

The senior general’s wife 
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla also attended 
the ceremony, as did Chief Min-
ister of Mon State U Ohn Myint, 
air force Commander-in-Chief 
General Khin Aung Myint and 
navy Commander-in-Chief Vice 
Admiral Tin Aung San.

In his speech, the senior 
general explained the latest de-
velopment about the nationwide 
ceasefire agreement and the Tat-

madaw’s six guiding principles 
for peace.

The senior general handed 
over computers and exercise 
books donated by members of 
the defence services to schools 
and universities to local offi-
cials.

Earlier in the morning, the 
senior general met with mem-
bers of the defence services and 
their families at Mawlamyine 
Station.

At the meeting, the sen-
ior general explained reforms 
adopted by the Tatmadaw and 
handed over books for families 
and students. Daw Kyu Kyu Hla 
donated cash for the maternal 
and child welfare association of 
the Southeast Command to the 
wife of the commander. 

General Khin Aung My-
int presented sport equip-
ment to the Southeast  
Command.—Myawady

Nyaung Lay Bin Township 
held its ninth Wolrd Teachers’ 
Day ceremony yesterday at the 
local Basic Education High 
School.

Ma Moe Yanant Khin, a 
grade-10 student, sang the song 
‘Respectful Teacher’ at the 
opening of the ceremony. 

The deputy sports minister 
gave a speech and donated K 

1 million (US$750) in gifts to 
senior teachers, SKY NET re-
ceivers for local high schools. 

Township education officer 
Daw Khin Than Nu thanked the 
deputy minister and presented 
gifts to senior teachers.  

Prizes were also presented 
to students who won essay and 
poems competitions held for the 
event.—Ne Lin

Nyaung Lay Bin celebrates 
World Teachers’ Day
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Make your voice count. Cast your vote.
Election countdown33Days

What they stand for: campaign speeches aired
The Eastern Shan State Development Democratic Party, Confederate Farmers Party and Akha National 
Development Party broadcast campaign speeches on Monday.

Eastern Shan State Development 
Democratic Party

Confederate Farmers Party Akha National Development Party

Chairman U Sai Haung 
Kham explained the history of 
the party and its policies in his 
speech. The ESSDDP aims to 
protect the rights of aboriginal 
ethnic groups of Eastern Shan 
State and to work for the devel-
opment of the region. The party 
promotes democracy, federal-
ism, economic liberalism and a 
market-oriented economic sys-
tem. The party promotes egali-
tarianism, social security, green 
energy, organic agriculture, 
preservation of traditional cul-
tures and languages in Eastern 
Shan State, peaceful coexist-
ence between religious groups, 
environmental conservation and 
stability and peace in Eastern 
Shan State.

Patron U Min Nyo expound-
ed on the history and policies of 
his party, which aims to provide 
the basic needs of Akha nationals 
while preserving their culture, tra-
ditions and language. Its policies 
are based on equality, minority 
rights, internal peace and national 
unity and cooperation for nation-
al development. The party up-
holds three main national causes: 
non-disintegration of the union, 
non-disintegration of national 
solidarity and perpetuation of the 
union and building a strong, singe 
union army. —GNLM

Chairman U Hsan Lin clar-
ified the history and policies 
of the party, which aims to es-
tablish sovereignty based on 
democracy, to settle disputes 
through dialogue, to work for 
equal rights and to cooperate 
with government organisations 
and non-government organisa-
tions to promote the people’s 
interests. Its future tasks include 
enabling farmers to enjoy rights 
stipulated in the farmland law, 
the provision of assistance for 
mechanised farming, enabling 
farmers to participate in organ-
isations to settle land disputes, 
the enforcement of the farmland 
law and assisting farmers in 
other ways.

Campaign speeches delivered by representatives from Zo  
National Region Development Party, National Development 
Party, Women’s Party (Mon) and Arakan Patriot Party will be 
broadcast on state radio and television networks on 6 October. 
MRTV, the Hluttaw channel, Myawady TV, Myanmar Radio 
and Shwe FM will broadcast the speeches.—GNLM

Four party speeches to be 
broadcast today

Please read “U Tha Aung Nyun concurrently accredited as 
Ambassador to the Republic of Mauritius” and “Daw Yin Yin 
Myint concurrently accredited as Ambassador to the Republic of 
Estonia” as the headlines published on Page 3 of this daily issued 
5 October 2015. We regret the errors.—Editor

Correction

President U Thein Sein re-
ceived a delegation led by Thai 
Princess Maha Chakri Sirind-
horn of Thailand yesterday at 
the Presidential Palace in Nay 
Pyi Taw.

During their meeting, they 
exchanged views on strengthen-

Vice President Dr Sai Mauk 
Kham received Thai Princess 
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn yester-
day. They discussed strengthen-
ing bilateral relations between 

President meets Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn of Thailand
ing friendship between the two 
countries; promoting coopera-
tion between the two countries 
in religious affairs; education, 
health and culture; rural devel-
opment; border-area develop-
ment and cooperation in an-
ti-drug efforts.

Union ministers U Soe 
Thane, Dr Than Aung and U Ye 
Htut, deputy minister U Thant 
Kyaw and Thailand’s ambassa-
dor to Myanmar Mr Pisanu Su-
vanajata accompanied the presi-
dent and the Thai princess at the 
meeting.—MNA

Vice President receives Thai Princess
the two countries. 

Also present were Depu-
ty Ministers U Thant Kyaw, U 
Kyaw Kyaw Win, U Han Sein, 
U Thant Shin, Dr Win Myint, 

Daw Sandar Khin. The Thai 
delegation was accompanied 
by Thailand’s ambassador to 
Myanmar Mr Pisanu Suvanaja-
ta.—MNA

President U Thein Sein shakes hands with Thai Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhorn of Thailand. Photo: mna

Vice President Dr Sai Mauk Kham receives Thai Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn. 
Photo: mna

A radio message to be delivered by U Thein Sein, President of 
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, will be broadcast through 
radio programmes on 6 and 7 October.
Myanmar Radio, Mandalay FM, Pyinsawady FM, Shwe FM, 
Cherry FM, Padamya FM, FM Bagan, Thazin Radio and Yangon 
City FM will broadcast the message at 7 am, 11 am, 6 pm and 8 
pm respectively.—MNA

President’s message to be 
broadcast on radio

Myanmar has repatriated 
626 Bangladeshi citizens res-
cued at sea by the Myanmar 
Navy in May and July in five 
batches in cooperation with 
Bangladeshi authorities. 

Many more Bangladeshi 

Myanmar to repatriate 105 
Bangladeshi boatpeople

boatpeople remain in Taungpyo-
letwei camp in Rakhine State, of 
whom 105 were identified and 
approved by Bangladesh for re-
patriation.  They are scheduled 
to be handed over to Bangladeshi 
authorities on 12 October.—MNA
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CATTLE breeders in Nyaung-
pintha village in Meiktila Town-
ship said that technical assistance 
from New Zealand is reaping 
benefits in breeding of Friesian 
cows. Friesian cattle are valued 
for their high-quality dairy out-
put as well their lean meat.

Breeder U Khin Maung 
Win said he had previously bred 
around 700 Friesian cows, but 
they did not produce milk – a 
failing he attributes to a lack of 
his experience. He said that since 
receiving technical assistance 
from a group of experts from 
New Zealand, he has been able to 
breed 220 milk-producing cows. 
The milk produced is sent to a 
condensed milk factory.

“The main factor to suc-
cess is understanding how to use 
available technology,” he said. 

The breeder has 20 acres of 
pasture and the experts visit his 
farm once a month. He recent-
ly received the Best Livestock 
Breeder Award from President U 
Thein Sein. 

U Khin Maung Win also cul-
tivates crops such as maize, ses-
ame, rice and sunflowers on his 
120-acre plantation. He said he 
has plans to turn his land into a 
collective farming project where 
he will pass on new skills to his 
fellow farmers.

“This would be really ben-
eficial to the community,” he 
said.—Chan Tha

Nay Pyi Taw Council Area 
census data distributed
An education course on the pop-
ulation data of the Nay Pyi Taw 
Council Area collected during the 
2014 census was held at the Ottara 
District General Administration 
Office on 5 October. The course 
was attended by 64 civil servants 
and members of civic groups.

The three-day course began 
with a speech by Nay Pyi Taw 

Council Area Census Committee 
Secretary, who also serves as the 
director of the Immigration and 
National Registration Depart-
ment.  

Population department di-
rector Daw Khin Nyo Nyo dis-
tributed  the population data and 
provided explanations.—Shwe 
Ye Yint

Friesian cattle flourish thanks to New Zealand’s input

Meiktila officials discuss 
election security 
measures
Officials at the Meiktila Dis-
trict General Administration Of-
fice discussed security measures 
for the upcoming general elec-
tion on 5 October. The district 
includes Meiktila, Mahlaing, 
Thazi, and Wundwin townships.

District Commissioner U 
Tint Wai Thon said the elections 
on November 8 must be success-
fully held with the participation 

of the whole district. The district 
police chief Lt-Col Soa Nay Lin 
explained security measures ar-
ranged in the four townships and 
added that there will be special 
election policemen on duty dur-
ing the elections.

The meeting was attended 
by district and township election 
commission members and other 
security officials.—Chan Tha

Chief ballot officers, deputies 
and their assistants attended an 
orientation course on 5 October 
at the Ottara District General 
Administration Office. 

Union Election Commis-
sion member U Aung Myint 
said the officials must know the 

election laws well, and he point-
ed out that the elections must be 
free and fair. He said advance 
votes must be dealt with accord-
ing to rules and regulations and 
elaborated on the preparations 
being made for the 8 November 
election. 

Ottara District Election 
Commission chairman U Aung 
Lwin explained the duties of 
poll officers and the voting pro-
cess. He showed samples of 
valid and void votes.  The three-
day course was attended by 48 
poll officers.—Shwe Ye Yint 

Poll officials attend training course in 
Ottara District

Poll officials study election laws at Ottarathiri District General Administration Office. Photo: Shwe Ye Yint

More than 60 civil servants gathered population data on the Nay Pyi Taw 
Council Area. Photo: Shwe Ye Yint

Authorities in Meiktila discuss security measures for the election in Meiktila. Photo: Chan Tha

Technical assistance from New Zealand has benefited cattle farmers in Meiktila. Photo: Chan Tha
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The 51st Myanmar Police 
Day was observed at the 
Pyi District Police Depart-
ment in Bago Region on 4 
October.  

District police chief 
Lt-Col Aung Thet Naing 
read out a commemorative 

message from the Myan-
mar Police Force chief, Po-
lice Major Gen Zaw Win. 

Paungde Township 
received awards for hav-
ing the lowest crime rate 
and most gambling-related 
arrests in the district. The-

gone Township received 
the award for arresting the 
most fugitives. The award 
for recruiting the officers 
most was given to the 
district crime unit.  The 
District Police chief also 
gave prizes to outstanding 

attendees of moral courses 
and to model mothers of 
the police families. 

The event was held 
at the Nawin Police Mess 
Hall in Pyay and attended 
by police officers and their 
families.—GNLM-017

Officials from Kyaukme 
Township in Shan State dis-
cussed security measures for 
the election at the township 

Myanmar Police Day observed in Pyay

Kyaukme officials discuss election security

A self-reliant electricity ca-
ble was installed in Phetku 
village in Nahtogyi Town-
ship, Mandalay Region, on 
5 October.   The occasion 
was celebrated at Kayinn 
village by Union Minister 
for Transport and Railways 
U Nyan Tun Aung, town-
ship electrical power officer 
U Kyaw Min Tun and other 
officials. 

The minister said he 

was very happy about the 
area’s development and that 
the effort to electrify the 
whole township was going 
smoothly.  A village elder 
thanked the officials on be-
half of the 102 families in 
the village.  The electrifica-
tion project aims to cover 
158 villages in Nahtogyi 
Township. As yesterday, 60 
villages have received elec-
tricity.—Htay Myint Maung

Phetku village gets electric power

Pyawbwe Township Veteran 
Organisation gives assistance 
to students
The Pyawbwe Township 
Veteran Organisation do-
nated stipends and school 
stationary to the children of 
the township’s veterans yes-
terday. 

The Mandalay Region 
Veteran Organisation also 
contributed to the donations.
The township organisation 
gave K30,000 and three doz-

en notebooks to each high 
school student, K22,000 
and two dozen notebooks to 
each middle school student 
and K15,000 and one dozen 
notebooks to each primary 
school student. A total of 92 
students received K2.16 mil-
lion (US$1,669) and 2,916 
note books.—Min Min Htwe 
(Pyawbwe)

Pregnant women, children 
receive medicine in Zabuthiri
Pregnant women and 
infants under 18 months 
of age in Zabuthiri Town-
ship, Nay Pyi Taw Council 
Area, were given preven-
tive medicines and injec-
tions yesterday. 

The services were 
provided by materni-
ty nurses from the rural 
clinic in Shataw village. 
Their monthly tours pro-
vide BCG medicines and 
injections against chicken 

pox, polio, penta and tu-
berculosis.  Residents of 
Latpankhahla, Tauthtein, 
Shataw, and Gonmininn 
villages came to receive the 
services. The Shataw rural 
clinic also provides 3-day 
nursery care for children 
below the age of five, free 
examinations for pregnant 
women and various health-
care services to resident on 
the rural community.—U 
Chit Ko Ko

Farmers in Tatkon 
Township have rented trac-
tors and other agricultural 
machinery to complete their 

cultivation while rainfall 
levels are still favourable. 

The farmers of Innphat 
village reported yesterday 

that they are ready to plant 
seasonal crops such as to-
matoes and roselle (hibis-
cus sandariffa).  Agricul-

tural machinery businesses 
also report higher profits 
during this period.—Tin 
Soe Lwin (IPRD)

Farmers rent machinery for seasonal crops

A farmer ploughs farmland with a tractor. Photo: Tin Soe Lwin (IPRD)

Families of police pay respect to retired members of the Myanmar Police Force in Pyay. Photo: gnlm-017

Authorities discuss security measures for the November-8 election in Kyaukme Township. 
Photo: U Myint Aung

A nurse vaccinates a baby in Zabuthiri Township. Photo: U 
Chit Ko Ko 

A student receives stationery from a member of Pyawbwe 
Township War Veteran Organization. Photo: min min htwe

General Administration Of-
fice on 4 October. 

Kyaukme District Com-
missioner U Soe Naing and 

District Election Commis-
sion chairman U Tun Win 
urged the officials to hold 
a successful election and 

explained some of the 
difficulties that can hap-
pen during elections and 
some ongoing problems. 

District police chief 
Lt-Col Win Thein elab-
orated on the security 
measures his department 
will take. 

The meeting’s at-
tendees were shown a 
video clip demonstrating 
proper voting procedures. 

Eight political par-
ties are competing in the 
township’s two constitu-
encies. The township has 
a total of 121,936 vot-
ers.—U Myint Aung
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BANGKOK — Thailand’s  
military government, which took 
power in May last year, appoint-
ed a committee to draft the coun-
try’s 20th constitution on Monday 
after a previous draft was reject-
ed, delaying promised elections 
until at least 2017.

The junta-appointed legisla-
ture dismissed the mili-
tary-backed constitution last 
month after it was met with 
strong opposition by almost all 
sides of the political divide, in ef-
fect playing into the military’s 
hands by prolonging army rule.

A major point of contention 
was the creation of a National 
Committee on Reform and Rec-
onciliation Strategy that would 
be dominated by the military, al-
lowing it to exercise power over 
the executive and legislative 
branches in a vaguely defined 
“crisis” situation.

The new, 21-member com-
mittee has six months to write a 
new draft and will need approval 
by the legislature and to put the 
constitution to a referendum, 
something that would delay elec-
tions until at least 2017, said dep-
uty Prime Minister Wissanu 
Krea-ngam.

The committee, made up of 
lawyers, academics, civil serv-
ants and military types, starts 
work immediately.

The military took power in a 
May 2014 coup after months of 

political unrest. The junta, for-
mally known as the National 
Council for Peace and Order, 
scrapped the constitution and set 
about writing one that critics say 
was aimed at consolidating the 

army’s already-sweeping pow-
ers.

Kan Yuenyong, an analyst at 
Siam Intelligence Unit think tank, 
said the junta’s aim of a constitu-
tion that gives the military over-

arching powers remained un-
changed.

“At the end of the day, the 
junta has the same aims it did be-
fore, namely, it believes the polit-
ical system doesn’t work and 
they need an umbrella organisa-
tion to oversee the country and to 
weaken the electoral process but 
how they will do that and make it 
more palatable to people remains 
to be seen,” he said.

Deputy Prime Minister Wis-
sanu Krea-ngam said Meechai 
Ruchupan, an adviser to the jun-
ta, would head the new commit-
tee. Meechai led a junta-appoint-
ed panel that drafted the 2006 
constitution, dubbed the “an-
ti-Thaksin” charter because it ap-
peared aimed at preventing the 
return of ousted former Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawatra.

Thaksin was deposed in a 
2006 coup after being accused of 
corruption. His sister, Yingluck, 
was removed from power in May 
2014 after a court found her 
guilty of abuse of power. Days 
later, the army staged a coup, 
ending months of sometimes vio-
lent street protests in Bangkok 
aimed at ousting Yingluck’s gov-
ernment.—Reuters

Thai junta picks panel to write constitution after draft rejected

Thailand’s National Reform Council (NRC) members attend a session in which a vote on a draft of a new Thai 
constitution takes place, at the parliament in Bangkok, Thailand, on 6 September 2015. Photo: Reuters

MANILA — The widow of a 
popular Philippine politician has 
accepted a ruling party offer to 
run as vice president in an elec-
tion in May which should boost 
the chances of victory for Presi-
dent Benigno Aquino’s succes-
sor.

More than 54 million Filipi-
nos will vote for a new president, 
vice president, and about 18,000 
lawmakers and local government 
officials in elections that happen 
every six years.

“After deep soul searching, 
broad consultation and fervent 
prayers, I am accepting the chal-
lenge to run as vice president of 
Secretary Mar Roxas,” Leni Ro-
bredo told a cheering crowd of 
supporters in Manila, referring to 
former Interior Minister Manuel 
Roxas.

Investors are closely watch-
ing the elections, fearing the po-
litical succession in one of Asia’s 
fastest growing economies could 
derail gains made during Aqui-
no’s rule.

Aquino has endorsed Roxas, 
the grandson of the country’s 
first post-war president, to lead 
the ruling party into the polls and 
Robredo, a 51-year-old lawyer 
who won a seat in Congress in 
2013, should boost the credibili-
ty of the ticket, analysts said.

While Roxas’ popularity rat-
ings has jumped, according to the 

latest surveys, he is still in third 
place, trailing a novice senator, 
Grace Poe, and the incumbent 
vice president, Jejomar Binay.

Analysts say Robredo brings 
a feeling of warmth and accessi-
bility to Roxas’ image as a 
straightforward, technocrat.

Robredo has earned a repu-
tation as a lawyer who helps poor 
farmers and fishermen and for 
being a steadfast opponent of 
corruption. Her late husband, 
Jesse Robredo, was interior min-
ister when he was killed in a 
plane crash in 2012.

“I am offering my whole self 
to our countrymen, especially 
those wearing flip-flops out in 
the streets, at the bottom, and at 
the edges of our society,” Robre-
do told the crowd, echoing her 
husband’s crusade as a champion 
of the poor.

Under Aquino, the Philip-
pines has seen economic growth 
of more than 6 percent on aver-
age, its best 5-year record in four 
decades. The president, who is 
limited by the constitution to a 
single term, has also battled to 
rein in corruption.

“Investors are looking for a 
continuation of the overall thrusts 
of the administration but with 
more attention to actual perfor-
mance,” Steve Rood  
of Asia Foundation told Reu-
ters.—Reuters

Widow of popular 
Philippine politician could 
boost ruling party in polls

DHAKA — A senior Bangladesh 
opposition leader said on Mon-
day the killing of two foreign na-
tionals was a sign that law and 
order was collapsing and the situ-
ation may get worse unless a 
stalemate between the two main 
political parties is resolved.

The opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) has 
staged violent protests since 
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
Awami League won a second 
consecutive term in January 
2014. The BNP boycotted the 
election, which was deemed by 
international observers to be 
flawed.

At the same time, Islamist 
groups have been staging 
high-profile attacks in the impov-
erished South Asian nation. Earli-
er this year, four online critics of 

religious militancy were hacked 
to death. Over the past week, the 
Islamic State has claimed respon-
sibility for shooting an Italian and 
a Japanese man and threatened 
more such attacks.

“Such downward trends will 
continue until there is some kind 
of political reconciliation be-
tween the two major political par-
ties in Bangladesh,” Abdul Moy-
een Khan, a senior BNP leader, 
told Reuters in an interview on 
Friday. Moyeen, a former federal 
minister, said there had been at-
tempts by the international com-
munity, including the United Na-
tions, to broker peace between 
the parties. But months of behind-
the-scenes efforts had failed to 
yield results and the Awami 
League had refused to engage in 
negotiations.

Mahbubul Alam Hanif, act-
ing secretary general of the Awa-
mi League, blamed the opposi-
tion for the political violence and 
ruled out negotiations.

“There was an election as 
per the constitution, but the BNP 
did not participate, and it is their 
mistake,” Hanif said. The UN de-
clined to comment. A separate 
group of 18 diplomats, coordinat-
ed by the Australian High Com-
missioner in Dhaka, has also been 
trying to encourage the two sides 
to end the stalemate.—Reuters

Bangladesh opposition 
says foreigner killings 
sign of deeper crisis

“There was an 
election as per the 
constitution, but the 
BNP did not 
participate, and it is 
their mistake.”

Mahbubul Alam Hanif
Acting secretary general of the 

Awami League
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Komeito wants party policy chief to get 
transport post in new Cabinet
TOKYO — Komeito leader  
Natsuo Yamaguchi requested 
Monday that the party’s policy 
chief, Keiichi Ishii, replace Aki-
hiro Ota, a veteran Komeito law-
maker, as minister of land, infra-
structure, transport and tourism in 
Wednesday’s Cabinet reshuffle, 
according to sources familiar with 
the move.

Yamaguchi made the request 
in a meeting with Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe at the premier’s office, 
the sources said. After talks with 
Abe, Yamaguchi only said, “I 
leave personnel affairs to the prime 
minister.” Ishii, who is serving his 
eighth term as a House of Repre-
sentatives member, is chairman 

of the Policy Research Council of 
Komeito, the junior coalition part-
ner of Abe’s Liberal Democratic 
Party. According to the sources, 
Yamaguchi initially sought to re-
tain Ota as transport minister, but 
has decided to replace him amid 
calls inside Soka Gakkai, a lay 
Buddhist organization that backs 
Komeito, that the party should 
send a younger lawmaker to the 
Cabinet. Ota, a former Komeito 
leader, has been in the Cabinet 
post since Abe returned to power 
in December 2012.

Last week, Abe said he will 
retain the top five executives of the 
LDP in their current posts when 
he reshuffles the Cabinet and LDP 

leadership on Wednesday.
The five LDP executives are 

Vice President Masahiko Komu-
ra, Secretary General Sadakazu 
Tanigaki, Policy Research Coun-
cil Chairwoman Tomomi Inada, 
General Council Chairman Toshi-
hiro Nikai and Election Strategy 
Committee Chairman Toshimitsu 
Motegi. Abe has hinted he will 
also retain key Cabinet ministers, 
fueling speculation that he will 
keep Deputy Prime Minister and 
Finance Minister Taro Aso, Chief 
Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide 
Suga, Foreign Minister Fumio 
Kishida and Akira Amari, minis-
ter of economic and fiscal policy. 
—Kyodo News

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
arrives at his office in Tokyo on 5 
October, 2015.  Photo: Kyodo News

Beating parasites wins three scientists 
Nobel prize for medicine
STOCKHOLM/LONDON — 
Three scientists from Japan, China 
and Ireland whose discoveries led 
to the development of potent new 
drugs against parasitic diseases 
such as malaria and elephantiasis 
won the Nobel Prize for Medicine 
on Monday.

Irish-born William Campbell 
and Japan’s Satoshi Omura won 
half of the prize for discovering 
avermectin, a derivative of which 
has been used to treat hundreds 
of millions of people with river 
blindness and lymphatic filariasis, 
or elephantiasis.

China’s Youyou Tu was 
awarded the other half of the prize 
for discovering artemisinin, a drug 
that has slashed malaria deaths and 
has become the mainstay of fight- ing the mosquito-borne disease. 

Some 3.4 billion people, most of 
them living in poor countries, are 
at risk of contracting these parasit-
ic diseases.

“These two discoveries have 
provided humankind with pow-
erful new means to combat these 
debilitating diseases that affect 
hundreds of millions of people 
annually,” the Nobel Assembly 
at Sweden’s Karolinska Institute 
said. 

“The consequences in terms 
of improved human health and 
reduced suffering are immeas-
urable.” Today, the medicine 
ivermectin, a derivative of aver-
mectin made by Merck & Co, is 
used worldwide to fight round-
worm parasites, while artemis-
inin-based drugs from firms in-

cluding Sanofi and Novartis are 
the main weapons against malaria. 
Omura and Campbell made their 
breakthrough in fighting parasitic 
worms, or helminths, after study-
ing compounds from soil bacteria. 
That led to the discovery of aver-
mectin, which was then further 
modified into ivermectin.

The treatment is so successful 
that river blindness and lymphatic 
filariasis are now on the verge of 
being eradicated.

Youyou turned to a tradition-
al Chinese herbal medicine in her 
hunt for a better malaria treatment, 
following the declining success of 
the older drugs chloroquine and 
quinine. 

This led to the isolation of ar-
temisinin, a new class of anti-ma-
laria drug. “We now have drugs 

that kill these parasites very early 
in their life-cycle,” said Juleen Zi-
erath, chair of the Nobel Commit-
tee. “They not only kill these para-
sites but they stop these infections 
from spreading.”

Despite rapid progress in con-
trolling malaria in the past decade, 
the disease still kills around half a 
million people a year, the vast ma-
jority of them babies and young 
children in the poorest parts of 
Africa. 

The 8 million Swedish 
crowns ($960,000) medicine 
prize is the first of the Nobel priz-
es awarded each year.  Prizes for 
achievements in science, literature 
and peace were first awarded in 
1901 in accordance with the will 
of dynamite inventor and busi-
nessman Alfred Nobel.—Reuters

MELBOURNE — Australia said 
on Monday it would buy 1,100 
light armoured vehicles from 
French defence and electronics 
firm Thales SA for A$1.3 billion 
($917 million).

Thales Australia won a com-
petitive international tender with 
its locally designed and built 

Hawkei patrol vehicle, Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull said 
in a statement, a boon for the 
struggling manufacturing industry 
in the state of Victoria.

The Hawkei will replace the 
heavier Bushmaster, also made by 
Thales in Australia, and will be 
the only vehicle in the Australian 

Defence Force that can be trans-
ported by helicopter, according to 
the prime minister’s statement.

Full production of the 
Hawkei is due to begin in 2018, 
with pilot production beginning in 
early 2016.  The fact that the new 
vehicle was lighter than the Bush-
master should give it “enormous 

potential” in the export market, 
Defence Minister Marise Payne 
said at a contract signing ceremo-
ny. Vehicles made by US defence 
giant General Dynamics Corp 
and its Force Protection unit were 
also tested by Australia’s defence 
force, according to The Australian  
newspaper.—Reuters

HANGZHOU — Seven 
workers were injured in an 
explosion at a chemical plant 
in Zhejiang Province, au-
thorities said on Monday.

The blast occurred at 
around 10:30 am Monday at 
Zhejiang Hongxiang Chemi-
cal Co Ltd, in Shangyu City, 
the local authorities said.

Two of the injured are 
in a serious condition, they 
said.

About 70 firefighters and 
22 fire engines rushed to put 
out the blaze and prevented 
the flames from reaching a 
nearby warehouse contain-
ing 50 tonnes of inflammable 
chemicals, including sodium 
chlorate.—Xinhua

N Korea to 
repatriate  
S Korean 
detainee in 
evening
SEOUL — North Korea has 
said it will later Monday re-
patriate a South Korean uni-
versity student detained in the 
country since April, accord-
ing to South Korea’s Unifica-
tion Ministry.

The repatriation of Joo 
Won Moon, a 21-year-old 
New York University student 
with permanent residency in 
the United States, is set to 
take place at 5:30 pm at the 
truce village of Panmunjeom, 
the ministry said in a state-
ment.

In early May, the North’s 
state-run Korean Central 
News Agency reported that 
Joo was arrested for having 
illegally crossing into the 
country from China’s north-
eastern border city Dandong 
on 22 April.

On 25 September, the 
student was paraded before 
the media for a second time 
since his arrest and read out 
a statement full of praise for 
the country and its regime. 
He admitted sneaking into the 
country out of “curiosity” and 
sought lenient treatment.

In its statement, the Uni-
fication Ministry expressed 
relief at Pyongyang’s deci-
sion to release Joo and urged 
it to also send back three oth-
er South Korean detainees.

In June, North Ko-
rea’s top court sentenced 
two of them captured as 
“spies” in 2014 to hard la-
bor for life, saying they had  
tried to topple the  
regime.—Kyodo News

Chemical 
plant blast 
injures 7

Australia to buy Thales light armoured vehicles for $917 mn

Satoshi Omura

Photo: Reuters

William CampbellYouyou Tu

“These two 
discoveries have 
provided 
humankind with 
powerful new 
means to combat 
these debilitating 
diseases that affect 
hundreds of 
millions of people 
annually.”

Nobel Assembly
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Stick to peace

We appreciate your feedback and contribu-
tions. If you have any comments or would like to 
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email  
wallace.tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to 
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500 
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

Write for usMyanmar is about to enter a historic pe-
riod of peace, which will begin with a 
ceasefire between government troops 

and ethnic armed groups. 
Recently, the union government and several 

ethnic armed groups agreed to sign the Nation-
wide Ceasefire Agreement on 15 October. The 
NCA is the most inclusive ceasefire deal in the 
history of Myanmar. 

Members of the international community 
and the people of Myanmar hope the ceasefire 

agreement will end Myanmar’s 60-year civil war, 
the longest-running civil war in the world, which 
has caused widespread destruction across this 
impoverished country. 

Now, it is time to rebuild the country without 
war. The international community is ready to 
help with the reconstruction efforts, while multi-
national corporations are waiting for the best 
time to invest in Myanmar. 

It is time for Myanmar to show the interna-
tional community that it is a responsible country. 
A responsible country must be able end its wars 
before it invests in growth. For no good reason 
should gunfire be heard in Myanmar after the 
government and the ethnic armed groups have 
signed ceasefire agreement in mid-October. All of 
the stakeholders have agreed to settle the political 
issue through dialogue. They must solve all prob-

lems on the table. 
The party that fires a shot after the agree-

ment is signed can push the country into a deep 
abyss once again. 

As peace is a “must” for our country, all of 
us are to stick to peace.

Dear Editor,
The unfortunate accident as an outcome of a horrendous stam-

pede in the Saudi Arabian tent city of Mina (outside Mecca) result-
ing in the death of 4173 helpless Hajj pilgrims together with huge 
number of individuals injured and under treatment have been a 
shocking news across the globe. The high death numbers represent 
citizens from almost all the major continents and have sent shock 
waves to all corners of the world. There has been another incident 
earlier this month when a super crane crashed and caused the death 
of 109 defenseless pilgrims in the Mecca Grand Mosque. According 
to global media reports around two million Muslims have been ac-
tively participating in the Hajj pilgrimage in Saudi Arabia this year 
that initiated last Tuesday. The immediate factor behind the stam-
pede has not yet been clearly ascertained, but the Saudi Arabian 
authorities have ordered a thorough probe into the incident. Over 
5,000 emergency medical workers and 200 emergency vehicles 
have been immediately placed into services to aid the wounded and 
injured. Additional contingent of medical doctors, nurses, health 
workers, security personnel have also been installed to have the en-
tire situation under control. There has been a history of accidental 
deaths and related incidents during the hajj; and the largest loss of 
lives were recorded in the year 1990 when 1426 pilgrims died. How-
ever, this is the first major incident within almost a decade.

In spite of the great support and emergency medical team re-
sponses and related professional activities; there has been growing 
criticism against the Saudi Arabian authorities around the globe re-
garding their repeated failures of security arrangement associated 
with this year’s hajj pilgrimage. A significant number of countries 
across the planet have lost their citizens in the recent series of unfor-
tunate accidents and stampedes in Saudi Arabia; and the loss of pre-
cious lives are always deeply mourned and remembered devaluing 
the quality services provided for facilitating this year’s hajj pilgrim-
age successfully. Saudi Arabia has been criticized for failing to make 
the security arrangement full proof and that there have been several 
loop holes existing in the security system that have not been critical-
ly scrutinized by experts in advance. There has been negligence defi-
nitely in the stringent monitoring and surveillance system covering 
the entire spectra of pilgrims in all the major and minor holy cities of 
the nation. As well as there is no denial that there have been collec-
tive failures in the system installed for comprehensive security ar-
rangements at the advent of any serious threats, attacks, stampedes 
or break out of contagious diseases; or any such natural calamities 
like oil or gas leakage, fire or explosion or any unexpected accidents 
or unpleasant incidents on the part of the Saudi authorities. Hopeful-
ly, the responsible authorities will learn from such grave mistakes 
and take all the necessary precautions in the hajj pilgrimages from 
next year to avoid such repetition of catastrophic mistakes and secu-
rity lapses. It will be necessary that the Saudi authority established 
some key committees to look into the vivid details at every possible 
aspect of the hajj pilgrimage; and should think in installing a mul-
ti-level security system. So that if one tier fails there could be protec-
tion provided through the next successive security layers. Mean-
while the loss of lives and people injured need to be provided with 
the best available care under the current circumstances.

Thanking you 
Sincerely yours

Saikat Kumar Basu

Region urged to stay the course on structural reform and macroeconomic management

Growth in East Asia Pacific Likely to Moderate 
But Still Remain Solid, Says World Bank Report

Letter to the editor

SINGAPORE, OCTOBER 5, 
2015 — East Asia remains one 
of the main growth drivers of 
the world economy, accounting 
for nearly two-fifths of global 
economic growth, according to a 
new World Bank report. Overall, 
the region is expected to grow 
6.5 percent in 2015, moderating 
slightly from 6.8 percent last year.

“Growth in developing 
East Asia Pacific continues to 
be solid, but the moderating 
trend suggests policy makers in 
the region must remain focused 
on structural reforms that lay 
the foundation for sustainable, 
long-term and inclusive growth. 
These reforms include regulatory 
improvements in finance, labor 
and product markets, as well as 
measures that enhance transpar-
ency and accountability. These 
policies will reassure investors 
and markets, and help sustain 
growth that can help lift people 
out of poverty,” said Axel van 
Trotsenburg, World Bank East 
Asia and Pacific Regional Vice 
President.

The East Asia Pacific Eco-
nomic Update released today 
looks at the challenging global 
environment facing the region. 
The recovery in high-income 
economies remains gradual, 
global trade is growing at its 
slowest pace since 2009, and 
the widespread slowdown in 
developing countries has inten-
sified, particularly in commodity 
producers affected by lower 
commodity prices.

The performance trends 
across East Asia are diverse. Chi-
na’s economy is expected to grow 
at about 7 percent this year and 
gradually moderate thereafter, 
as its economy continues to shift 
toward a model more dominated 
by domestic consumption and 
services, which implies a gradual 

reduction of growth.
The rest of developing East 

Asia is expected to grow 4.6 per-
cent in 2015, similar to the rate 
last year. Commodity exporters 
such as Indonesia, Malaysia and 
Mongolia will see slower growth 
and lower public revenues this 
year, reflecting weaker global 
commodity prices. Commodity 
importers will maintain a sta-
ble — even robust — pace of 
growth. Vietnam, for example, 
is expected to grow 6.2 percent 
in 2015 and 6.3 percent in 2016. 
Growth will ease, however, in 
many of the smaller economies. 
In Cambodia, lower agricultural 
output is hurting the economy, 
although growth will still be 6.9 
percent this year. In Myanmar, 
severe flooding in July will likely 
drive down the pace of growth to 
6.5 percent, from 8.5 percent in 
2014. Pacific Island countries, 
meanwhile, will see moderate 
growth. 

“Developing East Asia’s 
growth is expected to slow 
because of China’s economic 
rebalancing and the pace of the 
expected normalization of U.S. 
policy interest rates,” said Sud-
hir Shetty, Chief Economist of 
the World Bank’s East Asia 
and Pacific Region. “These 
factors could generate financial 
volatility in the short term, but 
are necessary adjustments for 
sustainable growth in the long 
term.”

The report assumes a gradual 
slowdown in the Chinese econo-
my in 2016-17. This scenario is 
likely because China has suffi-
cient policy buffers and tools to 
address the risk of a more pro-
nounced slowdown, including 
relatively low public debt levels, 
regulations restricting savings 
outside of the banking system, 
and the state’s dominant role in 

the financial system. If China’s 
growth were to slow further, the 
effects would be felt in the rest of 
the region, especially in countries 
linked to China through trade, 
investment and tourism. 

The report also assumes that 
a gradual increase in U.S. interest 
rates will begin in the coming 
months. While this increase has 
been anticipated and is likely to 
be orderly, there is still a risk 
that markets could react sharp-
ly to such tightening, causing 
currencies to depreciate, bond 
spreads to rise, capital inflows 
to fall, and liquidity to tighten. 

In the face of these possible 
headwinds, the report emphasiz-
es two key priorities across the 
region: prudent macroeconomic 
management, aimed at shoring 
up external and fiscal vulner-
abilities; and deeper structural 
reform, focused on encouraging 
private investment.

Meanwhile, Myanmar’s 
economy grew at 8.5 percent in 
real terms in 2014/15 but growth 
is projected to moderate to 6.5 
percent in 2015/16 due to floods 
and slowing investments. Eco-
nomic reforms have supported 
consumer and investor confi-
dence despite ongoing business 
environment and socio-politi-
cal challenges. Rapidly rising 
demand for investment-related 
imports has widened the current 
account deficit. This together 
with the general strengthening 
of the US Dollar has put pres-
sure on Myanmar’s exchange 
rate. Rapid growth in credit to 
the private sector has fueled 
monetary expansion. Inflation 
is estimated to have reached 
around 10 percent in the year to 
July. Medium-term economic 
growth prospects remain strong 
assuming continued progress on 
reforms.
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Each society should 
maintain political 
stability in order to 

carry out the tasks for so-
cio-economic development 
constantly. The political sta-
bility breeds peace, unity 
and harmony in a certain so-
ciety. Politicians do have 
different principles for serv-
ing the tasks of party poli-
tics, national politics, elec-
toral politics and local 
politics. A system of politi-
cal beliefs is laid down to 
implement aspiration for a 
specific polity of the society. 
Processes have been made 
to reach the specific political 
goals by politicians. It is a 
must to coordinate with the 
majority people so that the 
political process can be 
smooth and effective. Each 
and every mature citizen 
must participate in politics 
so that they can acquire 
knowledge and experience. 
Political science must be 
taught as a compulsory sub-
ject in upper secondary level 
schools and in universities 
in a society.

Political culture should 
be flourishing in the society. 
Political culture is defined as 
follow:

“The traditional orien-
tation of the citizens of a na-
tion towards politics, affect-
ing their perceptions of 
political legitimacy. The at-
titudes, beliefs and expecta-
tions that constitute particu-
lar orientations to society in 
general and politics in par-
ticular. The specifically po-
litical orientations or atti-
tudes to the political system 
and its various parts.”

In every society, the 
government and politicians 
work together and coordi-
nate for public affairs and 
welfare services. Politicians 
normally work as go-be-
tween or as a bridge between 
government and public con-
cerned. The government and 
politicians must always lis-
ten to the necessities, de-
sires, complaints and opin-
ions of the public concerned 
in order to settle or fulfill or 
harmonize them within the 
public relations. Apparently, 
we, the ordinary people can 
rely on the conduct of politi-
cians apart from govern-
ment indeed. Of course, the 
role of politicians is required 
essentially. Most important-
ly, the politicians must vow 

When there are mealy-mouthed politicians, slick politicos, moral-
vacuum and political-vacuum, regression occurs in a society

Tommy Pauk
never to betray public on 
any circumstances. Simulta-
neously, they need to per-
form the duties of party pol-
itics and serve the public 
interests in goodwill man-
ner.

Some politicians are 
crooked and they can be 
called mealy-mouthed poli-
ticians. Such politicians are 
the ones who are not plain 
and straightforward persons 
so ordinary people cannot 
rely on their conduct whol-
ly. If mealy-mouthed politi-
cians outnumber the self-
less-politicians in a society, 
the peoples’ desire cannot 
be fulfilled completely. 
Slick politicos are also clev-

er, selfish and insincere per-
sons. They are extremely 
crazy for power so they play 
trick on the public as if they 
are selflessly striving hard 
for the benefits and interest 
of the public. Public must 
not support these two types 
of politicians in their socie-
ty. Otherwise, the society 
will be stepping towards the 
edge of an abyss.

Political participation 
must be prevalent so that 
people will be able to exer-
cise their political rights. 
The political rights are de-
fined as below;—

The right to participate 
in public life. The right to 
stand for election, to cam-
paign, to vote and to be 
elected as well as essential 
additional rights, such as 
freedom of expression, free-
dom of movement and the 
right to associate with oth-
ers. 

If the institute or the 
academy of political scienc-
es is not constituted in a cer-
tain society, the citizens 
would be completely igno-
rant about the politics or the 
country’s political system. 

Due to lack of well-versed 
politicians, political vacuum 
arises in the society con-
cerned. Another deficiency 
is that the vast majority of 
people are lack of specific 
knowledge about politics. 
Consequently, the so-called 
politicians will surely take 
advantage on the ignorance 
of the public and play tricks 
in political arena in the said 
society. Unfortunately, the 
self-seekers, opportunists 
and so-called politicians 
overwhelm the political af-
fairs and people cannot find 
the right political leader. 
People are quite helpless 
and hopeless to demand for 
their rights whenever they 

are in trouble. Besides, they 
do not know how to exercise 
their political rights properly 
due to lack of knowledge 
about politics. Under this 
dire situation, the certain so-
ciety cannot be advanced 
politically and socio-eco-
nomically. Evidently, the 
political vacuum causes 
negative impact on the peo-
ple and society concerned. 
In some countries ruled by 
dictators, the people are 
brainwashed for the sustain-
able reign of dictators. 
Those people under the sup-
pression of dictators do not 
have chance to study politi-
cal science subject academi-
cally. This is sound evidence 
that why people in some so-
ciety are lack of knowledge 
about politics. Even then, 
the international political 
science, an academic sub-
ject, is banned in schools 
and universities in some 
countries ruled by dictators. 
Filling the political vacuum 
with efficient politicians in 
that society would be a very 
hard effort indeed.  

If there is moral vacu-
um in a certain society, it 

will cause a great detriment 
to the development of the 
society concerned. The mor-
al vacuum undermines the 
status and image of the soci-
ety concerned. In such a 
case, the government mem-
bers, politicians and some 
citizens must be morally 
corrupt. Due to lack of prac-
tice in ethics, exercising ex-
treme secularism and poor 
leadership, moral vacuum 
arises in the society con-
cerned. This is also a great 
problem for the society in 
which moral vacuum exists. 
Who is going to train and 
tame those corrupt persons 
in the society concerned? If 
it persists as an unsolved 

problem, that society will re-
gress rather than progress. 
This means that the act of 
returning to an earlier condi-
tion that is worse or less de-
veloped. Immorality, mal-
practice and corruption 
destroy the image of the so-
ciety and disrupt its prosper-
ity. Moral vacuum is despic-
able so rule of law must be 
prevalent by any means for 
the society concerned. If the 
moral standards and basic 
moral philosophies are de-

clining in a particular socie-
ty, a series of chaos or insta-
bility or may hem will occur 
certainly in it. However, 
paying too much attention to 
secularism can lead to un-
civilized mannerism. Hope-
fully, some of the religious 
teachings of morality will be 
a remedy for that society. 
Most of the stable societies 
rely on both private and 
public morality. In addition, 
moral vacuum causes the 
political unrest because 
there can be neither justice 
nor equality in the society 
concerned.

Basically, the people 
from any nation around the 
world wish to enjoy peace, 
happiness and freedom all 
the time. The occurrences of 
the progression or regres-
sion in the respective socie-
ties in the world mainly de-
pend on the political system, 
tradition, culture and stand-
ards of personal morality. 
We, humans are naturally 
responsible for performing 
social activities and political 
activities as our obligations 
on earth. We must be dutiful 
in carrying out these activi-
ties for the interests of our 
citizens. To protect the ordi-
nary people from dirty 
tricks, the learned persons 
need to educate them to par-
ticipate in politics systemati-
cally. The existences of 
mealy-mouthed politicians, 
slick politicos, moral-vacu-
um and political-vacuum 
cause regression in a socie-
ty. To be able to avoid such 

Tommy Pauk is the pesudonym of U Thein Swe, 
who is B.A (English) and (Registered Law) R.L I. 
degrees holder. He has English Teching experience  
at Yangon University English Department and 
Workers’ college in Yangon, nad now is working as 
freelance writer and English Teacher cum Transla-
tor/Interpreter for foreign firms.

circumstances and situation, 
upgrading the standard of 
people’s morality, studying 
political science as a com-
pulsory subject in universi-
ties, practicing ethical 
norms and nurturing the 
spirit of patriotism are es-
sentially and critically re-
quired in any society. Even 
a secular society might re-
quire these practices for sus-
tainable development of it. 
If people wish to prosper 
their society, they ought not 
to support the mealy-
mouthed politicians and 
slick politicos by any means. 
Gradually, moral vacuum 
and political vacuum will be 
disappeared when those per-
sons give up their stupid 
mindsets and behaviors. 
They must be trained and 
tamed to become patriotic 
citizens so that the good 
governance and clean gov-
ernment will appear. Note. 
If a person is truly patriotic, 
he will never destroy nor 
hinder the prosperity or de-
velopment of the society 
concerned. As a result, there 
will be no occurrences of in-
stability and regression in 
the society. The more politi-
cal participation and politi-
cal culture prevail, the less 
political vacuum will occur 
in a society. Sequentially, 
the derelict condition of the 
political arena will be im-
proved in a society. Our 
common goal for establish-
ing a political system is 
based on notions of justice 
and equality!!!

Tin Aung

“Basically, the people from any nation 
around the world wish to enjoy peace, 
happiness and freedom all the time. The 
occurrences of the progression or 
regression in the respective societies in 
the world mainly depend on the political 
system, tradition, culture and standards of 
personal morality.”
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Bomb in Lebanon targets bus 
heading to Syria, no casualties
BEIRUT — A bomb went off in 
Lebanon on Monday targeting a 
minibus transporting passengers 
to Syria, and a second explosive 

device was found near a Lebanese 
customs office at the Syrian-Leb-
anese border and defused, a secu-
rity source said. There were no 

casualties from the roadside ex-
plosion near the bus in the town of 
Chtaura in Lebanon’s Bekaa Val-
ley, the source said.—Reuters

NEW YORK —  The number of 
people living in extreme poverty 
is likely to fall for the first time 
below 10 percent of the world’s 
population in 2015, the World 
Bank said on Sunday as it revised 
its benchmark for measuring the 
problem. 

Extreme poverty has long 
been defined as living on or be-
low $1.25 a day, but the World 
Bank’s adjustment now sets the 
poverty line at $1.90 a day.

The Bank said the change re-
flects new data on differences in 

the cost of living across coun-
tries, while preserving the real 
purchasing power of the previous 
yardstick. 

Using the new benchmark, 
the World Bank projects that 702 
million people or 9.6 percent of 
the world’s population will be 
living in extreme poverty in 
2015, down from 902 million 
people or 12.8 percent of the 
global population in 2012.

The global development 
lender attributed the continued 
fall in poverty to strong econom-

ic growth rates in emerging mar-
kets, particularly India, and in-
vestments in education, health, 
and social safety nets.

“... these projections show 
us that we are the first generation 
in human history that can end ex-
treme poverty,” World Bank 
Group President Jim Yong Kim 
said in a statement.

However, he warned that 
slower global growth, volatile fi-
nancial markets, conflicts, high 
youth unemployment and the im-
pact of climate change were ob-
stacles to meeting a UN target to 
end poverty by 2030, part of a 
new set of development goals 
adopted by 193 countries at the 
United Nations last month.

“But it remains within our 
grasp, as long as our high aspira-
tions are matched by country-led 
plans that help the still millions 
of people living in extreme pov-

erty,” Kim added. 
According to the Bank, 

around half of those living in ex-
treme poverty by 2020 will hail 
from hard-to-reach fragile and 
conflict-affected states. Sub-Sa-
haran Africa accounts for some 
half of the global poor.

Expects said the prospect of 
emerging economies losing 
steam could challenge promises 
to eradicate extreme poverty.

“If economic growth of the 
developing world over the last 15 
years was an anomaly, was a 
blip, then we’re in trouble,” said 
Laurence Chandy, a fellow at the 
Brookings Institution whose  
research focuses on global pover-
ty.

“If instead it’s a kind new 
normal then we’ve got a good 
chance of getting close to this 
goal,” he told the Thomson Reu-
ters Foundation.

The World Bank first intro-
duced a global poverty line in 
1990, setting it at $1 a day. It was 
adjusted last in 2008, when the 
group raised it to $1.25 a day.

Across the planet, the num-
ber of people living in extreme 
poverty has dropped by more 
than half since 1990, when 1.9 
billion people lived under $1.25 a 
day, compared to 836 million in 
2015, according to the United 
Nations.

This follows the adoption in 
2000 of the Millennium Devel-
opment Goals (MDGs), which 
included the eradication of ex-
treme poverty.

Replacing the MDGs are the 
Sustainable Development Goals, 
a set of 17 goals to combat pover-
ty, inequality and climate change 
by 2030 — with ending extreme 
poverty for all people every-
where, a key target.—Reuters

World’s ‘extremely poor’ to fall below 10 pct of global population 

MANCHESTER — US  
Democratic presidential candi-
date Hillary Clinton will outline 
specific steps she would take to 
curb gun violence if elected dur-
ing scheduled campaign stops in 
New Hampshire on Monday.

Clinton spoke out forcefully 
in favor of new gun control 
measures after a shooting last 
week on the campus of Umpqua 
Community College in Rose-
burg, Oregon, which killed nine 
people and wounded another 
nine.

In appearances after the 

shooting, Clinton said she wants 
to begin a “national movement” 
to counter the influence of the 
National Rife Association, the 
nation’s top gun-rights advocacy 
group, but she has still to say 
what specific measures she 
would take if elected to the White 
House in November 2016.

Among the steps that she 
will outline later on Monday, her 
campaign said, is the use of pres-
idential executive authority to 
close a “loophole” to ensure peo-
ple buying firearms at gun shows 
and on the Internet undergo the 

same background checks and pay 
the same sales tax as when buy-
ing from traditional retailers.

Clinton will also push Con-
gress to pass laws that prohibit all 
domestic abusers, including 
stalkers, from purchasing guns 
and to close what she will call the 
“Charleston loophole”, referring 
to a June shooting at a African 
American church in Charleston, 
South Carolina, that left nine 
dead.

Currently, if a background 
check is not completed within 
three days, a gun sale can pro-

ceed. The alleged Charleston 
shooter was able to purchase his 
gun because of this loophole, as 
did 2,500 other people in 2014 
who would have otherwise been 
barred from making such a  
purchase, Clinton’s campaign 
said.

Clinton will amplify on her 
recent calls to make the back-
ground check system more com-
prehensive and on her calls to 
keep “military-style assault 
weapons” off streets by pledging 
to repeal a 2005 law that she says 
gives gun manufacturers and 

dealers “immunity,” her cam-
paign said.

As a US senator represent-
ing New York, Clinton voted 
against legislation that prevents 
victims of gun violence from 
holding negligent manufacturers 
and dealers accountable for 
crimes committed with their 
guns. As president, she will seek 
its repeal, according to her cam-
paign.

Clinton will be discussing her 
gun control proposals on Monday 
at two town halls near Manchester, 
New Hampshire.—Reuters

MANCHESTER — Russia is en-
gaged in “classic asymmetric 
warfare” in Syria by using its 
military clout to prop up Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad while say-
ing it is attacking Islamic State 
militants, Britain’s foreign min-
ister said on Sunday. Russia last 
week began striking targets in 
Syria — a dramatic escalation of 
foreign involvement in the civil 
war which has been criticised by 
the West as an attempt to prop up 
Assad, rather than its purported 
aim of attacking Islamic State. “It 
looks like a classic bit of Russian 
asymmetric warfare — you have 
a strong propaganda message 
that says you’re doing one thing 
while in fact you are doing some-
thing completely different and 
when challenged you just flatly 
deny it,” Philip Hammond told 
Reuters in an interview in Man-
chester. He said Britain had held 
discussions with Russia but kept 
on getting the same response — 
that Moscow was attacking Is-
lamic State militants in Syria.

“You try talking to the Rus-
sians,” he said. “They just keep 
repeating their position — that is 
by the way also the Iranian posi-
tion - and it is just incredible.” 
He said that Britain needed “ab-
solute clarity” that Assad would 
not be part of Syria’s future.

“That’s not some random 
bee in the bonnet that I’ve got; 
it’s that without that commitment 
we will never get the broad spec-
trum of Syrian opposition groups 
to sit down and agree around a 
table how we take forward the 
discussion about Syria’s future,” 
he said.

Hammond dismissed pro-
posals put forward by Russia and 
Iran for elections, saying Syria 
was “a million miles away” from 
being able to hold a free and fair 
vote. “In a country where 
250,000 people have been killed 
and 12 million people have been 
displaced, half of them outside 
the country — how can you talk 
about free and fair elections?” he 
said.—Reuters

Clinton to outline gun control plan during Monday campaign stops

Russia is conducting 
‘asymmetric warfare’ in 
Syria: Britain’s Hammond

Lebanese army soldiers and policemen inspect the site of a roadside explosion in the town of Chtaura in 
Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley on 5 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

“If economic growth of the developing 
world over the last 15 years was an 
anomaly, was a blip, then we’re in trouble.” 

 Laurence Chandy
 Brookings Institution
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Residents say Afghan forces regain 
most of Kunduz, some shops reopen

Afghan security forces prepare to check on reports of a possible ambush by the Taliban on the Baghlan-
Kunduz highway, Afghanistan. Photo: Reuters

KABUL — Police and residents 
said Afghan government forces 
had regained control of most of 
the besieged city of Kunduz on 
Monday, and some shops in the 
centre of the provincial capital 
opened for the first time since 
it fell to Taliban fighters a week 
ago.

Residents said it was the 
first time in eight days that they 
had not heard gun battles and 
were able to leave their homes 
to buy food and take stock of the 
damage done.

Soldiers were conducting 
house-to-house searches as they 
continued to push Islamist in-
surgents out of areas that had 
witnessed fierce fighting, with 
control of pockets of the city 
swinging several times between 
the Taliban and Afghan army.

“The centre of the city is 
normal,” said Abdul Ghafoor, 
a Kunduz resident, but added it 
would still take time to recover.

“The city smells so bad with 
dead bodies still on the pave-
ments and in the sewage. The 
local government must do some-
thing.”

Battles have raged around 
Kunduz, a strategic city of 
300,000, as government forces 
backed by US air strikes sought 
to drive out Taliban militants, 
who seized the city a week ago 
in one of their biggest victories 
in the 14-year insurgency.

The US government said 
it was investigating whether its 
military was responsible for an 
air strike that killed 22 people 
in an Afghan hospital run by aid 
group Medecins Sans Frontieres 
on Saturday.

The UN human rights chief 
said the hospital assault was “in-
excusable” and could amount to 
a war crime.

The US military said it con-
ducted an air strike “in the vi-
cinity” of the MSF hospital as 

it targeted Taliban insurgents 
who were directly firing on US 
military personnel. It has not ac-
knowledged hitting the hospital.

Any confirmation of US 
responsibility for the hospital 
deaths would deal a blow to Af-
ghan President Ashraf Ghani’s 
policy of forging closer ties with 
the United States.

His predecessor, Hamid 
Karzai, fell out with his backers 
in Washington, in part over the 
number of civilians killed by US 
strikes.

While the government has 
claimed to have regained control 
of the city before, and fighting 
has continued, weary residents 
were hopeful that the worst of 
the violence may now be over.

“It is going to take a long 
time for the city to return to 
normality again,” said Abdul-
lah, a Kunduz resident. “Peo-
ple are still very scared to come  
out.”—Reuters

Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull. Photo: Reuters

Tiny Nauru throws gates open at 
Australian camp for asylum seekers

MELBOURNE — Nauru  
unexpectedly said on Monday 
all 600 asylum seekers held at 
a controversial Australian de-
tention centre will be allowed 
to move freely around the tiny 
South Pacific island and all their 
asylum applications will be pro-
cessed this week.

Asylum seekers have long 
been a contentious political is-
sue in Australia, although it has 
never received anywhere near 
the number of refugees currently 
flooding into Europe as they flee 
instability in the Middle East and 
North Africa.

Successive Australian gov-
ernments have vowed to stop 
asylum seekers reaching the 
mainland, turning boats back to 
Indonesia when it can and send-
ing those it cannot for detention 
in camps on Manus island in im-
poverished Papua New Guinea 
and on Nauru.

The harsh conditions at the 
camps, including reports of sys-
temic child abuse, have been 
strongly criticised by the Unit-
ed Nations and human rights 
groups. An independent UN in-
vestigator postponed an official 
visit to Australia last month, cit-
ing a lack of government coop-
eration and “unacceptable” legal 
restrictions.

New Australia Prime Min-
ister Malcolm Turnbull said last 
month he was concerned about 
conditions in the camps but gave 
no indication of a major policy 
change, so Monday’s announce-
ment from Nauru came as a sur-
prise.

“The start of detention-free 
processing is a landmark day 
for Nauru and represents an 
even more compassionate pro-
gramme, which was always the 
intention of our government,” 
Nauru Justice Minister David 
Adeang said in a statement.

Australia would provide 
more police assistance to help 
Nauru with “safety, security and 
law enforcement”, Adeang said.

The Australian government 
welcomed the announcement 
that the camp on Nauru would 
now be run as an “open centre” 
and said “eligible transferees” 
had been allowed to leave the 
camp at designated times since 
here February.

A statement issued by Immi-
gration Minister Peter Dutton’s 
office also said the Australian 
government would support Nau-
ru by funding a “contract service 
provider to deliver settlement 
services to refugees in Nauru”.

Australia has defended its 
detention policy as necessary to 
stop deaths at sea. No one pro-
cessed at the Nauru or Papua 
New Guinea camps is eligible 
to be settled in Australia, even 
if they are found to be genuine 
refugees.

However, the camps have 
been criticised not only for their 
harsh conditions but also because 
it has become almost impossible 
for outside observers to gain ac-
cess. Some investors in the com-
pany that runs the camps, Trans-
field Services Ltd, have said they 
will push for greater transparen-
cy and oversight. —Reuters

Islamic State militants blow up ancient Arch of Triumph in Palmyra
DAMASCUS — Islamic State 
militants have blown up the 
Arch of Triumph, a major mon-
ument in the 2,000-year-old 
Roman city of Palmyra, Syria’s 
antiquities chief said on Sun-
day, after they destroyed two 
ancient temples at the central 
Syrian site in recent months.

Maamoun Abdulkarim told 
Reuters that sources in Palmyra 
had confirmed that the Arch of 
Triumph, a jewel in the exqui-
site collection of ruins in the 

oasis city, had been blown up.
Islamic State militants 

have blown up temples at the 
Roman-era UNESCO World 
Heritage site, which it has con-
trolled since capturing Palmyra 
from Syrian government forces 
in May and mined other mon-
uments and historic buildings. 
The group considers the build-
ings sacrilegious.

“It’s as though there is a 
curse that has befallen this city 
and I expect only news that will 

shock us. If the city remains in 
their hands the city is doomed,” 
Abdulkarim told Reuters.

“It is now wanton destruc-
tion ... their acts of vengeance 
are no longer ideologically 
driven because they are now 
blowing up buildings with no 
religious meaning,” he added.

In August, the Sunni Mus-
lim militants blew up the tem-
ple of Baal Shamin, then the 
Temple of Bel, one of the best 
preserved Roman-era sites.

Earlier this month it was 
also confirmed the militants 
had destroyed some of the best 
preserved of Palmyra’s funeral 
towers, sandstone constructions 
built to hold the remains of the 
ancient city’s richest families.

Palmyra was one of the 
most important cultural centres 
of the ancient world, according 
to cultural agency UNESCO, 
which has described it as the 
crossroads of several civilisa-
tions.

Islamic State has declared 
a caliphate in territory it holds 
across Syria and Iraq and has de-
stroyed other monuments it says 
are pagan and sacrilegious.

UNESCO has called such 
acts war crimes and says Islamic 
State seeks to wipe out evidence 
of Syria’s diverse heritage.

Before the capture of 
the city, Syrian officials said 
they had moved hundreds of  
ancient statues to safe loca-
tions.—Reuters
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Hundreds of hot air balloons take off during the 2015 Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta in Albuquerque, New Mexico on 4 October 
2015. Photo: Reuters

picture of  the day

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama’s administration 
will announce steps on Monday to 
create marine sanctuaries in Mar-
yland and Wisconsin and will take 
further action to combat illegal 
fishing, the White House said.

The proposed sites — a 
14-square-mile (36-square-km) 
section in the Mallows Bay-Po-
tomac River waters of Mary-
land, and an 875-square-mile 
(2,265-square-km) area of Wis-
consin’s Lake Michigan — will 
be the first new National Marine 
Sanctuaries since 2000, the ad-
ministration said. The proposals 
will be open for public comment 
through 15 January, 2016.

In a video address on Mon-
day to the second “Our Ocean” 
international conference in Chile, 
Obama plans to say that “he will 
look for opportunities to protect 
even more of our waters in the 
months ahead,” the White House 
added.

It said the State Department 
would announce during the con-
ference additional steps and com-
mitments from the United States 
and other governments to protect 
the world’s oceans.

Also on Monday, the State 
Department will launch a glob-
al initiative, called Sea Scout, to 
help in the fight against illegal 
and unregulated fishing, the White 
House statement said.

The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration will 
announce steps as well to provide 
data and technical assistance to 
target illegal fishing, including a 
space-based monitoring sensor 
that will be implemented next year 
in Indonesia, the Philippines and 
three other countries.—Reuters

OSAKA — The National  
Museum of Ethnology in Osaka 
Prefecture, which started life as a 
research institute, can select from 
more than 300,000 ethnological 
materials as it puts together dis-
plays to help visitors understand 
the diversity of the world’s cul-
tures and what mankind has in 
common.

Known as Minpaku, the mu-
seum is currently showing a spe-
cial exhibition on “Food Culture 
in Korea and Japan” focusing on 
the dietary culture of the Kore-
an Peninsula and its relationship 
with Japan.

The layout is designed to 
look like a market in South Ko-
rea, according to Minpaku offi-
cials. Cardboard boxes of veg-
etables and fruits are piled up, 
creating an atmosphere akin to a 

school festival.
There also a large number 

of big and small pots on display, 
along with tools enabling visitors 
to take part in a game to make 
“kimchi” Korean pickles and ex-
planations of the use of onomat-
opoeia in names for Korean and 
Japanese foods. The impression 
is almost of chaos.

In fact, there are only a lim-
ited number of information pan-
els for exhibits, although there 
are guidebooks on Korean food 
culture available to help visitors 
deepen their understanding of the 
objects on display.

“We’ve made the exhibit un-
friendly to visitors, as is expect-
ed of Minpaku,” Toshio Asaku-
ra, professor at the museum and 
head of the organizing committee 
for the exhibition, said. “We re-

spect each visitor’s understand-
ing, because there are as many 
answers as there are visitors.”

Also available during the 
food event through Nov. 10 are 
“red” and “white” Korean cui-
sine set menus offered at a res-
taurant inside the museum.

The exhibit was planned to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the 
normalization of diplomatic re-
lations between Japan and South 
Korea and is being held jointly 
with the National Folk Muse-
um of Korea. A similar event is 
planned in South Korea.

Located in the Expo ‘70 
Commemorative Park in the city 
of Suita, the museum also serves 
as a research institute providing  
graduate-level training in anthro-
pology and ethnology.—Kyodo 
News

Minpaku helps visitors enjoy, understand cultural differences

OSAKA — At a middle school in 
Osaka Prefecture where six stu-
dents were recently injured when 
a “human pyramid” collapsed, 
eight students had suffered bone 
fractures since 2013 while prac-
ticing or performing that stunt for 
athletic meets, school officials said 
Monday.

In late September at Taisho 
Junior High School in the city 
of Yao, a student suffered a bro-
ken arm and five others sustained 
lighter injuries when a 10-tier 
human pyramid being formed by 

first-year students, mostly 12 or 13 
years old, collapsed. That is a stunt 
performed at sports events at many 
schools across Japan to show-
case a form of physical trading 
called “kumitaiso” in Japanese. It 
is a kind of physical education in 
which students use their bodies to 
make various shapes including hu-
man pyramids, in which students 
in kneeling positions are stacked 
atop one another.

The stunt had previously been 
criticized as dangerous.

In 2014, two students suf-

fered broken bones during perfor-
mances at that year’s sports meet 
at Taisho Junior High School of a 
10-tier pyramid and of a four-tier 
“human tower,” the latter involv-
ing participants standing on one 
another’s shoulders. Two students 
had earlier sustained broken bones 
during practice.

Two students also suffered 
broken bones during practice be-
fore the 2013 event, as did one stu-
dent during practice this year.

Despite those injuries, the 
school decided to continue the 

program this year with an increase 
in teachers to support the forma-
tions.

Osaka Gov Ichiro Matsui 
told a press conference Monday 
that after examining reports on the 
incident from the local education 
board, “If safety measures are not 
sufficient, I will issue instructions 
and advice.”

To avoid accidents, the Osaka 
city board of education has limited 
the height of human pyramids to 
five tiers and of human towers to 
three tiers.—Kyodo News

Eight students had broken bones over 3 yrs in  
‘human pyramids’ at school

Obama 
administration 
moving to create 
two marine 
sanctuaries

Toshio Asakura, head of the steering committee for a special exhibition 
comparing the likes and differences of Japanese and Korean food cul-
tures, explains about the event under way at the National Museum of Eth-
nology in Suita, Osaka Prefecture, western Japan, on 26 August, 2015. 
The special exhibition runs through 10 November. Photo: Kyodo News
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FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE 
6th October, 2015: Rain or thundershowers will be 
widespread in Yangon, Ayeyarwady and Taninthayi 
Regions, Kayin and Mon States, fairly widespread in 
Nay Pyi Taw, Mandalay and Bago Regions, Chin, Ra-
khine and Kayah States, scattered in Lower Sagaing 
and Magway Regions, Shan State and likelihood of 
isolated in the remaining Regions and States with iso-
lated heavy falls in Nay Pyi Taw, Mandalay, Mag-
way and Ayeyarwady Regions. Degree of certainty is 
(80%).
STATE OF THE SEA: Squalls with moderate to 
rough sea are likely at times off and along Myanmar 
Coasts. Surface wind speed in squalls may reach (30-
35) m.p.h.
OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: 
Likelihood of increase of rain in the Deltaic and Ra-
khine Coastal areas.
FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 6th October, 2015: One or 
two rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is 
(100%).

Weather report

Email: thantunaungnlm@gmail.com
Phone: (01) 860 4532

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV KOTA TAMPAN VOY NO (661)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA 

TAMPAN VOY NO (661) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 5.10.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER 
LINES

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV HUA YOU 1 VOY NO (1510)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV HUA YOU 1 
VOY NO (1510) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 5.10.2015 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of S.P.W (6) where it will lie at 
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S G-LINK EXPRESS PTE LTD.
Phone No: 2301186

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV NINOS VOY NO (1040W)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV NINOS VOY 
NO (1040W) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 5.10.2015 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the 
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S CHINA SHIPPING LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV YELLOW MOON VOY NO (1577)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV YELLOW 
MOON VOY NO (1577) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 5.10.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of M.I.T.T/M.I.P where it 
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
ter the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT 
(S’PORE) PTE LTD

Phone No: 2301185

ADVERTISE 
WITH US!

Email: thantunaungnlm@gmail.com
Phone: (01) 860 4532

-	 We are Myanmar’s highest-circulating 
English language daily newspaper

- 	 We offer competitive ad rates
-	 Your ad will be seen by a wide and 

influential readership

SHENYANG — At least seven remains of 
bodies have been found by archeologists 
from a warship sunken by the Japanese navy 
during a Sino-Japanese War 121 years ago. 
“We believe the remains belonged to of-
ficers and soldiers aboard the warship,” said 
Zhou Chunshui, who leads the exploration 
mission organised by the State Administra-
tion of Cultural Heritage.

The Zhiyuan Warship, with a 50-me-
tre-long hull, is located about 10 nautical 
miles southwest of Dandong Port in North-
east China. More than 100 pieces of ship 
parts and belongings of the seamen have also 
been found, Zhou said.

“We will study those relics and try to 
find out what lives at sea were like more than 
a century ago,” he said.

Coded “Dandong No 1,” the 

1,600-tonne vessel was one of the four 
warships of the Qing Dynasty (1616-1911) 
imperial naval forces — Beiyang Fleet — 
which was defeated in 1894 by the Japanese 
navy in the Battle of Yellow Sea.

A total of 252 officers and soldiers 
were aboard. Only seven survived. The 
four ships were China’s most sophisticated  
vessels at that time, bigger and better armed 
than the Japanese ones but slower and short 
of ammunition. Zhou said further investiga-
tion is needed to decide whether to lift the 
ship, whose main structure has remained 
intact, out of the water. History docu-
ments recorded that the ship captain Deng 
Shichang refused to abandon the ship after 
it was severely damaged. Deng has been 
described as a patriot in Chinese modern 
history.—Xinhua

Century-old body remains found from warship wreckage

An item salvaged from the shipwreck is to be studied in Dandong, northeast China’s Liaon-
ing Province on 4 October, 2015. Photo: Reuters

Malaysia PM urges Indonesia to tackle fires, haze drifts to Thai sky
JAKARTA — Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib Razak 
has called on Indonesia to 
take action against peo-
ple setting fires that have 
caused choking smoke to 
drift across the region, with 
the sky over southern Thai-
land the latest to be clouded 
by the pollution.

Indonesia has come 
under pressure in the past 
few weeks to contain the 
annual haze crisis, which 
is caused by slash-and-burn 

agriculture on Sumatra is-
land and its part of Borneo 
island.

Companies seeking to 
clear land for palm oil and 
pulp wood plantations have 
been accused of encour-
aging the fires that often 
smoulder for weeks in un-
derground peat deposits.

The problem has been 
exacerbated this year by the 
El Nino weather phenome-
non which has brought unu-
sually dry conditions.

“If this is done by 
people or by farming com-
panies, Indonesia needs to 
take decisive action against 
the perpetrators,” Najib said 
on Twitter late on Sunday.

Schools in Malaysia 
and Singapore have closed 
when the smoke has been 
heavy, sports events have 
been cancelled and tour-
ism operators are fretting. 
Health authorities across 
the region warn people to 
avoid exercise on bad days.

Indonesia routine-
ly brushes off complaints 
while at the same time vow-
ing, year after year, to stop 
the burning.

Indonesian Vice Pres-
ident Jusuf Kalla was re-
cently reported as chiding 
neighbours to be grateful 
for the 11 months of clean 
air his country’s forests 
provide outside the haze 
season.

Indonesia has also re-
peatedly declined offers of 

help to tackle the fires from 
its neighbours.

Indonesia’s nation-
al disaster management 
agency said last week it 
was hoping for rain to help 
douse the fires by early No-
vember, when the northeast 
monsoon usually starts.

Thai environment of-
ficials said on Monday the 
level of pollution from In-
donesia has risen sharply 
in the south of the country, 
near the Malaysian bor-

der, and health authorities 
were opening hotlines to 
provide advice and issu-
ing face masks. Indonesia 
says more than 200 com-
panies, most of them from 
Southeast Asia, are being 
investigated on suspicion 
of causing fires. Police said 
on Monday one company 
from Australia, palm oil 
plantation operator PT Ka-
yung Agro Lestari (KAL), 
and one from China were 
among them.—Reuters
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Mumbai — Amitabh  
Bachchan has crooned several 
songs including “Rang Baarse” 
and “Piddly”, and the megastar 
feels the art of creating music 
takes one closer to the God.

In his ode to musicians, the 
72-year-old “Piku” star, who is 
busy composing and singing for 
a new TV show, said that ar-
tistes’ are blessed.

“They that possess the 
skills to be within notes and 
sounds independent of any oth-
er input, are the blessed. We are 
not... Because we are not the 
closest to the Almighty... We 
are not the closest because we 
are distanced from the creative 
art of making music, or even 
making effort in that direction,” 
he wrote.

Addressing them as the 
“superior” race Bachchan went 
on to share his long lived desire 

Musicians are the 
superior gifts from 
heaven: Big B

Kate Mara, Kristen Wiig, Matt Damon and Jessica Chastain arrives for the UK premiere of ‘’The Martian’’ at 
Leicester Square in London. Photo: Reuters

LOS ANGELES —  
“The Martian” blasted off with a 
massive $55 million this week-
end, nearly surpassing another 
space-based adventure, “Gravi-
ty,” as the highest-grossing Octo-
ber debut in history.

The Ridley Scott release was 
bolstered by rapturous reviews, 
with critics calling the picture 
among the director’s best and 
heaping praise on Matt Damon’s 
performance as an astronaut 
stranded on the Red Planet. 

It marks the second best 
launch of Scott’s career, behind 
only “Hannibal’s” $58 million 
debut, and the second best pre-
miere for Damon, trailing “The 
Bourne Ultimatum’s” $69.3 mil-
lion bow.

“It’s going to hold up re-
ally well,” said Phil Contrino, 
vice president and chief ana-
lyst at BoxOffice.com. “It’s got 
everything. It’s got suspense, ac-
tion, heart, and humour, and the 
ending is really satisfying. People 
will walk out of the theater and 
talk it up to their friends.”

Twentieth Century Fox 
backed the $108 million produc-
tion and pushed the film out to 
3,831 theaters. It was a blessed 
rollout. In addition to the strong 
notices, media reports about the 
possible discovery of water on 
Mars kept the distant planet front-
and-center in people’s minds.

“You can’t make this stuff 
up,” said Chris Aronson, Fox’s 
domestic distribution chief. “The 
fact that there was the announce-
ment on the same week as our 
film just excites people. Human 
beings are just interested in other 

‘The Martian’ triumphs with $55 million debut
worldly things right now.”

Going into the weekend, 
most analysts expected the film 
would do $45 million worth of 
business. Its numbers fall just 
short of “Gravity’s” $55.8 mil-
lion debut, but there were a num-
ber of factors that prevented “The 
Martian” from toppling that pic-
ture. 

“Gravity” had the benefit of 
several Imax locations, which 
were being held exclusively for 
Sony’s “The Walk,” depriving 
“The Martian” of some healthy 
surcharges. It did get a nice boost 
in 3D screenings, which account-
ed for 46% of receipts, and pre-

mium large formats, which made 
up 11% of the total.

Overseas, the film is per-
forming strongly, grossing $45.2 
million from 49 markets, includ-
ing such major territories as the 
United Kingdom, Australia, It-
aly, and Mexico. Domestically, 
the film attracted an audience that 
was older and slightly more male. 
Fifty six percent of ticket-buyers 
were men while 72% of the open-
ing weekend crowd was over the 
age of 25.

“Tremendous critical sup-
port with amazing audience re-
action conspires for ultimate 
success,” said Aronson. “Having 

audience reaction be the same as 
critics is as rare as surviving on 
Mars.”

“The Walk” was overshad-
owed by “The Martian” in its 
limited release, with the biopic 
about high-wire artist Philippe 
Petit nabbing a disappointing $2 
million over its first five days. 
The studio is trying to build buzz 
for the picture ahead of its wide 
release on 9 October, adhering to 
a strategy that Universal recently 
deployed with “Everest,” albeit 
with more modest results. “Ev-
erest” kicked off to $7 million in 
Imax and premium format theat-
ers.

Sony executives said that the 
film’s results were expected and 
framed the launch as important 
for generating enthusiasm for the 
picture and its dazzling 3D se-
quence documenting Petit’s wire 
walk between the Twin Towers. 
They were pleased that receipts 
climbed 80% between Friday and 
Saturday, which they believe sig-
nals word-of-mouth is strong.

“It’s a slower burn,” said 
Rory Bruer, head of worldwide 
distribution at Sony. “We’re 
in this for the long haul and we 
think not only is it going to per-
form, it’s going to have long legs 
at the box office.”

“Sicario,” a gritty drug war 
thriller, fared better. The Lions-
gate release expanded from 59 
theaters to 2,620 locations, earn-
ing a solid $12.1 million in the 
process.

Among holdovers, last 
weekend’s champ, “Hotel Tran-
sylvania 2,” showed impressive 
stamina, falling a slender 32% to 
gross $33 million. The animated 
sequel has earned $90.5 million 
after two weeks and should cross 
the $100 million mark by next 
weekend.

In limited release, gay 
rights drama “Freeheld”grossed 
$40,000 from five locations in 
New York and Los Angeles, for 
a per-screen average of $8,000, 
while “He Named Me Malala,” 
Davis Guggenheim’s documenta-
ry about Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner and education advocate Mala-
la Yousafzai, grossed $56,000 in 
four theaters this opening week-
end, representing a per-screen av-
erage of $14,000.—Reuters

Kate Winslet was nervous to meet real 
Joanna Hoffman for ‘Steve Jobs’
Los Angeles — Kate Winslet plays Apple 
co-founder’s right-hand woman, Joanna Hoffman in 
“Steve Jobs,” but the actress says she was “nervous” 
to meet her at first.

The Oscar-award winning star was tense be-
fore meeting Hoffman as she does not resemble 
her at all, reported Entertainment Weekly. “It was 
amazing meeting Joanna, and it was everything 
meeting Joanna. And I was very nervous about 
meeting her because I look nothing like her. I my-
self look absolutely nothing like Joanna Hoffman, 
and she looks nothing like me,” Winslet said.

The “Reader” actress said the looks did not 
matter much as she was interested more in the back-
story of Hoffman, than acing her expressions or re-
actions.

“I loved spending time with her because she 
shared stories with me about her time with Steve 
and her relationship with Steve that a lot of people 
just don’t know anything about. 

“And I actually came to understand a much 
softer, gentler side of Steve Jobs, a side of Steve 
Jobs who I think was kept sort of hidden away and 
private to those people or to his family.”

“Steve Jobs” stars Michael Fassbender in the 
titular role, Seth Rogen, as Apple co-founder, 
Steve Wozniak, Jeff Daniels as former Ap-
ple CEO John Sculley, along with Kather-
ine Waterston, Michael Stuhlbarg. The film 
will release on 9 October.— PTI Kate Winslet. Photo: PTI

of learning the art.
“If ever I do get the oppor-

tunity to learn the craft, I am ab-
solutely certain that its knowl-
edge shall be constrained by 
any kind of public exhibition. 
Musicians are the superior gifts 
from heaven. They must sleep 
well and live content lives,” he 
said.—PTI
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Today Fresh
07:03	  Am 	 News

07:26	  Am	 Insight Myanmar: Parenting and Child Develop-

ment (Part-II)

07:49	  Am	 A Day Tour On A Cart (Bagan Trip)

08:03	  Am	 News 

08:26	  Am	 Myanmar Childhood Games (Episode-II)

08:34	  Am	 The World’s Largest Book

09:03	  Am	 News

09:26	  Am	 Life In Night ……..Art In Life (Ep-1)

10:03	  Am 	 News

10:26	  Am	 A bike ride in pursuit of Mural Art (Episode-1)

10:45	  Am	 Visiting A Serene Village In The Northwest of 

Myanmar

(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm)	 -	 Monday Repeat 	(07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Pm ~ 06:30 Pm) 	- 	 Today Repeat	 (07:00 Am ~ 10:30 Am)

06:30  Pm 	 Live: AFC-U 19 Championship Qualifying 

Tournament for Bahrain 2016

		  (Group-G) (Myanmar Vs. Vietnam)

Prime Time
08:03	 Pm	 News

08:25	 Pm	 Let’s Cook (EP-4) Hassle-free Bite-sized Club 

Sandwiches & Hot Fudge Brownies

08:51	 Pm	 Director: Maung Myo Min (Yin Twin Pyit)

(09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm)	 -	 Today Repeat	 (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am)	 - 	Monday Repeat	(07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am) 	-	 Today Repeat 		 (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(For Detailed Schedule – www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

(6-10-2015, Tuesday)

6:00 am
•  Mono Classical Songs
6:20 am
• 	Myanmar Series
6:45 am
• 	Kyae Pwint Myaye 

Yin Khone Than
7:50 am
•  	TV Drama Series
8:40 am
•  	Teleplay
8:50 am
•  Pyi Thu Ni Ti
9:10 am
•  	Musical Programme
9:25 am
•  Radio Drama
10:10 am
•  China In Myanmar 

Cultural Show
10:25 am
•  Myanmar Video
6:15 noon
•  AFC U-19 

Championship 
Qualifying (Group- 
G)) Football match 
(Live) (Myanmar Vs 
Vietnam)

(6-10-2015 07:00 am~ 7-10-2015 07:00 am) MST

Global traveller inspires Kenzo for next spring

Paris — A global  
traveller picking new items 
to wear was the inspiration 
for Kenzo’s catwalk show 
on Sunday, with the fashion 
house presenting a colour-
ful and patterned line for 
next spring.

The designer brand 

showcased cutaway body 
suits and printed track-style 
pants as part of its spring/
summer 2016 line at Par-
is Fashion Week. Models 
wore sandals with lattice 
detail and feet-massaging 
soles. Small belt bags in tri-
angular and circular shapes 

finished the look. Kenzo 
creative duo Carol Lim and 
Humberto Leon began the 
show with models appear-
ing all at once, drifting on 
moving blocks.”

It was really about 
traveling and adapting and 
assimilating as you travel, 

picking up pieces, collect-
ing as you go, not neces-
sarily clothing but more 
emotions and trinkets and 
souvenirs,” Leon said. The 
colour palette went from 
mustard yellow to different 
shades of blue and clashing  
prints.—Reuters

A model presents a creation by designers Humberto Leon and Carol Lim as part of their Spring/Summer 2016 women’s 
ready-to-wear collection for Japanese fashion house Kenzo in Paris, France. Photo: Reuters

Montreux Jazz Festival Japan celebrates 
‘diversity and improvisation’
Tokyo — Japan’s love 
affair with the Montreux 
Jazz Festival has deep 
roots.

But for Mathieu Jaton, 
the director of one of the 
world’s most famous jazz 
festivals from the shores of 
the crescent-shaped Lake 
Geneva in Switzerland, 
this year’s celebration in 
Tokyo mixes tradition 
with a bold new endeavor 
in the evolution of music.

“We have something 
in Tokyo that looks like a 
real sister Montreux jazz 
festival,” said Jaton, 40, 
in a recent interview with 
Kyodo News. “The centre 
of Tokyo fits better to the 
brand of Montreux Jazz 
Festival, because you get 
world-wide recognition. 
Liquid Room, Unit, and 
Blue Note are (venues) 
that are really valuable for 
the brand Montreux, all 
around the world.”

The fifth consecutive 
edition of the Montreux 
Jazz Festival Japan kicked 
off last Thursday, featur-
ing performances by inter-
nationally acclaimed Brit-
ish DJ Gilles Peterson and 
French pianist, composer 

and music arranger Chris-
tophe Chassol at the Liq-
uid Room in the upscale 
Ebisu district.

From its humble be-
ginnings under founder 
Claude Nobs as a pure 
jazz festival in 1967, the 
Montreux Jazz Festival 
held every July in the tiny 
Swiss village has branched 
out into almost every im-
aginable music style.

Nobs first brought the 
festival to Japan’s capital 
for two editions at the To-
kyo International Forum 
in 1998 and 1999 before 
it moved to the Kawasa-
ki region located between 
Tokyo and Yokohama in 
2011.

This year is the first 
time all of the performanc-
es from musicians playing 
everything from jazz and 
rock to reggae and dub-
step, to soul and world mu-
sic, are being held at four 
venues in the trendy Ebi-
su-Daikanyama-Aoyama 
area.

The new approach of 
mixing traditional styles 
with an underground expe-
rience — something Jaton, 
who took over as CEO of 

the Montreux Jazz Festi-
val after the death of Nobs 
in 2013, believes is a key 
ingredient for the Tokyo 
audience — is guided by 
Junichi Harada, director of 
Japanese communications 
agency Visual Notes.

“When we were in 
Kawasaki it was a really 
nice location, nice to be 
there but it was really more 
traditional — the festival 
was just beginning but not 
what the festival is now.”

“When you get an art-
ist like John McLaughlin, 
and you ask ‘Are you go-
ing to come for the Mon-
treux Jazz Festival in To-
kyo at the Blue Note?’ the 
answer is straight-away 
yes.” The concerts hap-
pening over 12 days from 
1-25 October feature an 
eclectic group including 
Belgian jazz singer Mel-
anie De Biasio, Mala & 
Coki of the dubstep Dig-
ital Mystikz out of South 
London, Japanese singer 
songwriter Ichiko Aoba, 
and acts from former 
Miles Davis guitar legend 
John McLaughlin and vet-
eran saxophonist David  
Sanborn.—Kyodo News

Opening of Abu 
Dhabi’s Louvre 
pushed back to 2016
ABU DHABI —  
The opening of Abu 
Dhabi’s branch of the 
iconic Louvre museum 
has been postponed until 
next year because build-
ing work still needs do-
ing, a senior official said 
on Saturday, the latest 
delay to the high-profile 
project.

The museum was 
originally scheduled to 
open in 2012 but that 
target was pushed back 
until this year. Ali Ma-
jed al Mansoori, chair-
man of state-owned 
Tourism Development 
and Investment Compa-
ny (TDIC), said authori-
ties were now aiming for 
late 2016.

“Attention will now 
turn to the remaining 
work on the underside 
of the cladding and the 
Louvre Abu Dhabi re-
mains on track for open-
ing in the second half of 
2016,” he told Reuters 
by email.

He did not give a 
reason for the delay in 
building work at the 
$650 million project, 

which is part of the 
wealthy emirate’s wider 
plan to boost the tourist 
credentials of a country 
heavily dependent on 
oil.

A building boom in 
the United Arab Emir-
ates has created bottle-
necks as some construc-
tion firms scramble to 
find labor, supplies and 
financing to complete 
huge backlogs of work.

TDIC is develop-
ing a cultural district in 
Abu Dhabi which will 
house branches of the 
Louvre and Guggenheim 
museums, as well as the 
Zayed National Muse-
um. 

The Guggenheim 
has been scheduled to 
open in 2017 and the 
Zayed in 2016. Mansoori 
did not clarify whether 
those targets were still in 
force but said contracts 
for both museums would 
be awarded soon, with 
ground-breaking for the 
Zayed expected by the 
end of 2015 and at the 
Guggenheim in the first 
half of 2016.—Reuters
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sport

Rodgers sacked after derby draw, United loss stuns Van Gaal

LONDON — Liverpool  
manager Brendan Rodgers was 
sacked on Sunday despite pre-
serving his unbeaten record 
in seven Merseyside derbies 
against Everton with a 1-1 away 
draw in the Premier League.

Within a couple of hours of 
the Northern Irishman claiming 
after the stalemate at Goodison 
Park that, “I hope to be here for 
a bit longer yet”, the club an-

nounced his dismissal.
More presciently, he told 

Sky Sports, “When the time 
comes for me not to be here, 
I’ll accept that and move on 
because it’s an incredible club 
and a wonderful club to work 
for.”

“It is a very good point,” 
Rodgers said after the draw. 
“It is a difficult place to come. 
We looked like we were getting 

better in our attack and defen-
sively we were more cohesive.”

Manchester United lost 
3-0 at Arsenal, blitzed by three 
goals in the first 20 minutes that 
gave them no way back into a 
match in which the hosts played 
sublime football.

Alexis Sanchez netted 
twice to give the Chilean six 
in the last three games and 
Arsenal’s Germany midfield-

er Mesut Ozil scored the oth-
er to leave the visitors trailing 
by three goals at the break in a 
league game for the first time in 
10 years.

United, who had been top 
before the weekend, dropped to 
third place, two points behind 
neighbouts Manchester City.

After being held at home 
by Liverpool, Everton manager 
Roberto Martinez believed his 
team, unbeaten in seven league 
and cup games, deserved to win 
a typically tense derby. 

“Every time we had the 
ball in their half, we looked like 
creating something,” he said. 
“(Liverpool goalkeeper Simon) 
Mignolet made two outstand-
ing saves. We are disappointed 
with the goal we conceded.”

That goal was headed in 
by an unmarked Danny Ings in 
the 42nd minute but there was 
still time for Everton’s Romelu 
Lukaku to equalise before half-
time.

Martinez felt Liverpool 
midfielder Lucas Leiva should 
have been sent off for a trip 
when he had already collected 
one of the game’s six yellow 
cards. 

The result left Everton one 
point ahead of their neighbours, 
who are 10th, six points behind 
leaders Manchester City. City 
stayed top after thrashing New-
castle United 6-1 on Saturday 
because of the heavy defeat suf-
fered by local rivals United at ef-
fervescent Arsenal.—Reuters

Alexis Sanchez of Arsenal (2L) celebrates after scoring during the 8th round match at English Premier 
League on 4 October 2015. Arsenal won 3-0. Photo: Xinhua

KUALA LUMPUR —  
Malaysia have been issued with 
a formal warning and a raft of 
other sanctions from football’s 
world governing body FIFA 
after their World Cup quali-
fier against Saudi Arabia last 
month was abandoned because 
of crowd trouble.

FIFA took a dim view of 
the crowd disturbances in Ma-
laysia and announced on Mon-
day a series of penalties against 
the Football Association of 
Malaysia (FAM), which was 
hosting the match so deemed to 
be responsible for crowd con-
trol. FIFA’s disciplinary com-
mittee ruled that the match had 
been deemed to be forfeited 
by Malaysia, awarding Saudi 
Arabia a 3-0 win, and Malay-
sia’s next World Cup qualifier 
at home, against United Arab 
Emirates on 17 November, 
would be played without any 
spectators.

FIFA also fined the FAM 
40,000 Swiss Francs (£27,119) 
and issued a warning.

The visiting Saudi Arabia 
team were leading 2-1 in the 
Group A Asian qualifier at the 
Shah Alam Stadium in Selan-
gor on 8 September when play 
was stopped three minutes from 
the end after fans launched 
flares and fireworks on to  
the pitch.—Reuters

Malaysia  
sanctioned for 
crowd trouble at 
World Cup qualifier

Dane Olesen seals Dunhill Links triumph
LONDON — Denmark’s  
Thorbjorn Olesen kept his nerve 
to win the Alfred Dunhill Links 
Championship by two strokes at 
St Andrews on Sunday and ease 
the pain of narrowly missing out in 
2012.

Olesen, who recorded his third 
European Tour victory, led by three 
shots going into the final round but 
a double bogey on the second hole 
and a bogey on the third saw him 
pegged back.

He responded immediate-
ly with birdies at the fourth and 
fifth, and never looked back as he 

avenged his runner-up spot at the 
pro-am event three years ago. The 
Dane fired a one-under-par 71 to 
finish at 18-under 270 for the week, 
two clear of Americans Brooks 
Koepka (67) and Chris Stroud (68).

“I got too aggressive on the 
second hole. I hit a great drive 
down there and felt like I had a 
good yardage. I was just too aggres-
sive, and as soon as you get too ag-
gressive on a links golf course, you 
get punished,” Olesen said.

“I just kept myself together and 
knew that I have tried it before, so 
stayed very patient.—Reuters

Denmark’s Thorbjorn Olesen celebrates with the trophy after winning the Alfred Dunhill Links 
Championship at St Andrews, Scotland on 4 October 2015. Photo: Reuters

Nishikori escapes first round scare, advances past Coric
TOKYO — Japan star Kei  
Nishikori overcame a slow start 
to advance to the second round 
of the Japan Open on Monday, 
beating Croatia’s Borna Coric 
2-6, 6-1, 6-2 in Tokyo.

The 18-year-old world No 
38 Coric has never won a tour-
nament on the ATP tour, but he 
provided a significant challenge 
to Nishikori, the second-seeded 
reigning Tokyo champion.

Nishikori had his serve bro-

ken twice in the first set to fall 
behind 5-1, and was almost bro-
ken a third time before securing 
one more game to lose 6-2.

The world No 6 quickly 
pulled himself together to start 
the second, breaking Coric’s 
first service game to go up 3-0. 
He kept the momentum for the 
rest of the set, serving it out 
with the loss of one game as 
his opponent struggled with un-
forced errors.

Nishikori secured an early 
service break in the final set and 
only upped the pressure from 
there, closing out the final set to 
move on.

“I’m glad I could get a solid 
victory,” Nishikori said after the 
match.

“The first set ended with 
me attempting to attack, but my 
opponent played a really tena-
cious game, didn’t make mis-
takes and I wasn’t able to attack  

and take charge.”
“I played more calmly in 

the second set and was able to 
win by a decent score.”

Nishikori will next take on 
1.98-metre Sam Querrey from 
the United States. He beat the 
Ukraine’s Alexandr Dolgopolov 
7-6(5), 6-4 earlier on Monday.

“He’s a big server, with a 
good forehand and I’m going to 
have to be ready for him,” said 
Nishikori. “I’ll work on having 

some solid practice and go into 
the match prepared.”

In the first match on Mon-
day, Japanese wild card entries 
Tatsuma Ito and Yoshihito 
Nishioka faced off. 

The higher-ranked Ito came 
back from a 6-3 first set loss 
to take the final two sets of the 
match 6-0, 7-5.—Kyodo News


