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Myanmar migrant workers Zaw Lin (front) and Win Zaw Htun arrive at the Koh Samui
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NOT A MATCH

Suspects’ DNA not

on backpacker murder
weapon — lawyer

BANGKOK — Independent forensics tests
on a garden hoe Thai police believe was
used to kill two British backpackers on a
holiday island show no matches to the DNA
of two Myanmar migrant workers accused
of their murder, their lawyer said on Friday.

Thekillingslast year of Hannah With-
eridge, 23, and David Miller, 24, raised
questions about Thailand’ s safety for tour-
ists, the competence of its police and its
treatment of migrant workers.

Lawyers for the accused Myanmar
men, Zaw Lin and Win Zaw Htun, both 22,
have made aleged police incompetence
and mishandling of evidence central to
their defence and sought help from Thai-
land’ s foremost forensics expert, Pornthip
Rojanasunand, to scrutinise evidence.

Defence lawyer Nakhon Chompucha-
rt said the court on Friday heard testimo-
ny from Pornthip’s team confirming DNA
was found on the hoe police said was the
murder weapon, but it did not match that
of his clients, or Maung Maung, a friend
of the accused and a prosecution witness.

“(Pornthip’s ingtitute) compared the
DNA samples obtained from police of both

the suspects and Maung Maung. There was
no match,” Nakhon said outside the court on
Koh Samui, a neighbouring island to Koh
Tao, where the Britons were killed.

Police have given conflicting state-
ments about the DNA, saying some was
lost or “used up”, then later denying that
and saying the DNA samples were ac-
counted for.

The court in July ordered a reexami-
nation of the police evidence by the justice
ministry’s central forensic institute, led
by Pornthip, who has clashed with police
numerous times before when her examina-
tions exposed flaws in their cases.

The bodies of Miller and Witheridge
were found a year ago on a beach on Koh
Tao, asmall island in the Gulf of Thailand
popular with backpackers and divers.

Post-mortem examinations showed
both suffered severe head wounds and
Witheridge was raped.

Police said in October the accused
men had admitted to killing the backpack-
ers. But they later retracted their confes-
sions saying they had made under duress.

The case continues—Reuters

Post-signing steps laid out for signatories to ceasefire

Ye Myint

THE Myanmar Peace Centre has
described the steps that signato-
ries to the national ceasefire ac-
cord must follow after inking the
pact, which is expected to occur
in early October.

“Securing long lasting
peace rests on how fully the
terms of the pact are implement-

ed, rather than the actual sign-
ing the ceasefire,” said Dr Min
Zaw Qo, director of ceasefire
negotiation and implementation
at the Myanmar Peace Centre
(MPC) during a press confer-
ence in Yangon on Friday.
Commanders concerned
from both sides will be required
to inform their troops that a
ceasefire has been reached within

24 hours of its signing. Over the
next five days, commanders must
explain the pointsin the accord to
troops at various levels.

Within two weeks after sign-
ing the pact, the government and
ethnic armed organisations who
have signed the deal must hold
a joint implementation coordi-
nation meeting to form a joint
ceasefire monitoring committee

and a union peace dialogue joint
committee.

U Hla Maung Shwe, MPC's
senior adviser, said that the door
is open to both signatories and
non-signatoriesto take part in the
meetings, but that there will be
differences between them at the
decision-making level.

Of the 103 points in the ac-
cord, 55 points are related to mil-

itary matters while 35 are linked
to political issues and 23 are oth-
er matters.

Dr Min Zaw Oo said that
the joint ceasefire monitoring
committee will be responsible
for dealing with military matters
while the Union Peace Dialogue
Joint Committee dealing with po-
litical issues.

(See Page 3)
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Bago monastery
seeks donors
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Monsoon paddy cultivation exceeds
target in Lewe Township

LEWE - The Department of exceeds the department’s target with the cooperation of the

Agriculture has cultivated a
total of 61,220 acres of rice
paddy in Lewe Township, Nay
Pyi Taw Council Area, which

area of 60,721 acres by nearly
500 acres.

Farmers in the area seek
to increase their paddy yield

staff members from agricul-
ture department following this
year’s heavy rains. —Ko Pauk
(Okkar Myay)

Kaylartha Golden Monastery under construction in Nyaunglaybin

Township.—Nay Lin (NYAUNGLAYBIN)

NYAUNGLAYBIN
Bhaddanta Nandima, the abbot
of the Kaylartha Golden Mon-
astery in Nyaunglaybin Town-
ship, has called on members of
the public to contribute to the
fund for the monastery’s reno-
vation.

The monastery, located
in  Mokhamu village, Bago
Region, was built in 1908. In

2013, the abbot established a
meditation centre there, where
he also gives sermons.

Though the trustees of
the monastery donated to
the renovation fund, their con-
tributions have not been suffi-
cient to cover the project’s en-
tire cost.

Donations are welcome.

Nay Lin (Nyaunglaybin)
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Staff of the Agrrculture Department observe thriving paddy plantatron in Lewe '—Ko Pauk (OkkaAR Myay)
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Experts exchange ideas
on forestry, logging
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LocaI farmers cultivate monsoon paddy in-villages of Tatkon Township on 11 September to meet
the target of more than 46,000 acres of farmland.—Tin Soe Lwin (Township IPRD)

NAY PYI TAW — Experts from
Denmark, the UK and Myanmar
exchanged ideas on environmen-
tal conservation at a workshop
in Nay Pyi Taw on Wednesday.
Representatives from Myan-
mar’s Ministry of Environmen-
tal Conservation and Forestry
and from EcoDev, a local envi-
ronmental organisation, made up
the Myanmar contingent.

At the workshop, which was

for eliminating illegal logging
and the introduction of a legal

timber market.

They also discussed the
prospect of their home coun-
tries signing a trade agreement
and implementing an infor-
mation-sharing  system, said
EcoDev national coordinator U
Kyaw Tun.

FLEGT is a pilot project that
brings experts together to devise
policies to combat the illegal
timber trade in Kachin State,

;5. l Bt t ;f_j part of the Forest, Law Enforce- Sageing Region and Taninthayi
i : L : i i ment, Governance and Trade Region.

s '{'!:("*'- oS *i_( R (FLEGT) project, participants Myanmar has the world’s

Lo A o 4 discussed forest law, strategies third-highest deforestation rate,

according to the UN. — Thant
Zin Win

Myanmar accepts
motorbike tourists from
neighbouring countries

NAY PYI TAW—The
Ministry of Hotels and Tour-
ism has made arrangements
with tour operators to accom-

(Golden Rock) Pagoda in Mon
State. Some motorbike tourists
have reached as far as
Monywa and Kalay in the

modate tourists arriving in
Myanmar by motorbike.
Tourists have entered
Myanmar  from  Thailand
through the Myawady border
gate to visit the Kyaikhtiyoe

northwestern part of Myanmar
and crossed the Tamu border
gate into India, while others
have visited Kutkai in Myan-
mar’s northeast before crossing
into China. — MOHT

Tourists arriving in Myanmar by motorbike in Myawady.—MoHT
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Vice President U Nyan Tun shakes hands with Four Paws
International’s Chariman and CEO Mr Helmut Dungler.—MNA

Elephant sanctuary
on the cards

NAY PYI TAW — Vice President
U Nyan Tun met Four Paws
International’s  Chariman  and
CEO Mr Helmut Dungler at the
Presidential Palace on Friday to
discuss establishing an elephant
sanctuary in Myanmar.

The pair also discussed ways
to protect animals in flood-af-
fected areas. Also present at the
meeting were deputy ministers U
Thant Kyaw, Dr Aung Myat Oo,
U Aye Myint Maung and Daw Su
Su Hlaing.—MNA

Media slots for three political
parties announced

NAY PYI TAW — MRTV, Hluttaw channel, MWD (Variety),
Myanmar Radio and Shwe FM will broadcast campaign speech-
es by representatives from Democracy and Peace Party, Shan
Nationalities Democratic Party and United Democratic Party
(UDP) on 12 September and 12 October.—GNLM
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Commander-in-Chief arrives back from Israel

YANGON — Commander-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on
9 September arrived back from Israel at the in-
vitation of lIsraeli Defense Minister Mr. Moshe
Ya’alon from Ben Gurion International Airport of
Tel Aviv city to Yangon International Airport.
Min Aung Hlaing held
discussions on exchange of military trainees
and military goodwill delegation, internal sit-
uation of both countries, and military corpora-
tion, with the Israeli President, defense minister,
Israeli commander-in-chief and senior officials.

The Senior General and party were warmly
welcomed back by Yangon command command-
er Brig-Gen Myo Zaw Thein and senior military
officers and Israeli Ambassador to Myanmar Mr.
Daniel Zohar Zonshine.—Myawady

Senior General

International Airport.—Mvawapy

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing being
welcomed back by Israeli Ambassador to
Myanmar Mr. Daniel Zohar Zonshine at Yangon

Forum highlights media’s role in free, fair election

YANGON The Asian
Network for Free Elections (AN-
FREL) held the Myanmar Ed-
itors’ Forum at Yangon’s Park
Royal Hotel on 10 September.
Union Election Commis-
sion Chairman U Tin Aye urged
media organisations to publish

unbiased coverage of the ongo-
ing election campaigns. He em-
phasised that the media plays a
vital role in ensuring that the
upcoming election are free and
fair.

Foreign experts shared their
experiences of elections held in

other Asian countries.

The Union Election Com-
mission has announced that it
will release the final list of eligi-
ble voters on 14 September.

Polls for the 2015 general
election will open on 8 Novem-
ber—MNA

Detained students’ rights must be upheld: HR commission

YANGON — The Myanmar
National Human Rights Com-
mission on Friday called for the
proper treatment of four detained
university students in Mandalay.

The Yadanabon University

students have been detained since
29 June after being arrested for

spray painting anti-government

slogans on campus walls.

In an announcement issued
on its website on Friday, the
commission requested authori-

ties to allow the students to sit
their exams. The commission
demanded that the appeals filed
by the detained students be taken
into consideration in determining
whether the students may sit their
exams.

In a separate announcement
on Friday, the commission urged
the government to investigate
the brutal police crackdown on
student protesters in Letpadan
in Bago Region on 10 March.

The students were detained af-
ter launching a series of protests
against the National Education
Law, demanding that amend-
ments to it be made.

The commission has called
for a thorough investigation
into the brutal police crack-
down against student protesters
to be carried out and for legal
action to be taken against police
officers found guilty of miscon-
duct.—MNA

Whatthey stand for: campaigns aired

Campaign speeches of the Wa National Unity Party, Ta-arng (Palaung) National Party and All Mon
Regions Democracy Party and were broadcast on state-run television and radio networks on Friday.

Wa National Unity Party

Ta-arng (Palaung) National Party

All Mon Regions Democracy Party

Joint Secretary General (1)
U Aik Yone Paleik said Wa Na-
tional Unity Party focused on
equal rights for ethnic minorities,
the preservation of national inde-
pendence, security for private en-
terprises, regional development,
eradicating opium poppy produc-
tion and the conservation of ethnic
cultures and traditions.

Joint Secretary-General U
Mine Ohn Khaing and Central
committee member U Hla Pe de-
livered speeches for the Ta-arng
(Palaung) National Party. They
said the party will work toward
unity in diversity, self-determi-
nation and cultural autonomy to
build a true union based on equal
rights for all ethnicities.

ELECTION COUNTDOWN

Make your voice count. Cast your vote.
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The All Mon Regions De-
mocracy Party emphasised the
importance of democracy, human
rights, national unity based on
equality and self-determination,
combatting corruption, social de-
velopment and peace. The party
currently holds 16 seats in parlia-
ment and has carried out several
development projects in its con-
stituencies, including Mon lan-
guage education programmes at
schools and the excavation of an-
cient Mon cities. The party also
supports constitutional reform
and the protection of farmers’
land rights.—GNLM

Post-signing steps laid ...

(from page 1)

Likewise, the code of con-
duct for both sides stated in the
accord’s chapter 3 will also be fi-
nalised and will use clearly-word-
ed language, as will the monitor-
ing guidelines for union, state and
regional level committees within

30 days.
Both sides had already
agreed to establish political

framework within 60 days and to
hold political dialogue within 90
days.

Whatever the number of sig-
natories to the NCA, the govern-
ment is committed to implement-
ing the steps after ceasefire with
any groups.

According to the terms of the
deal, if the accord is signed in Oc-
tober, a framework for political
dialogue will be drawn up in De-
cember and all-inclusive political
dialogue will begin in January.

U Aung Naing Oo, director
of peace dialogue programme
at MPC, said that the process of
formulating a framework for po-

litical dialogue began 18 months
ago.

He highlighted the impor-
tance of having a shared vision
for Myanmar’s future to be in-
cluded in the framework for po-
litical dialogue which is inclusive
of all stakeholders.

According to the director,
some points for the draft frame-
work have already been agreed
to, while other organisations have
drawn up their own draft frame-
works.

A meeting to draft the com-
mon framework will take place at
Inya Lake Hotel in Yangon next
Monday. Every political party
will participate, including the Un-
ion Solidarity and Development
Party and National League for
Demaocracy, he added.

U Hla Maung Shwe reit-
erated that the accord is almost
certain to be signed sometime
in October, adding that signa-
tories must fully implement the
follow-up tasks approved in the
agreement—GNLM
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Singapore votes in hotly contested poll,
ruling party expected to win

SINGAPORE — Singapore voted
in its most hotly contested general
election on Friday, a test of the
long-ruling People’s Action Par-
ty’s (PAP) dominance of politics in
the rich, clean and green city state,
even though it is bound to win.

Years of strong growth have
turned the island nation into an in-
ternational financial hub with spot-
less streets and malls, well-tended
parks and living standards un-
matched in Southeast Asia.

But that success and an influx
of foreign workers have brought
high property prices, crowded pub-
lic transport, and a widening wealth
gap which have fuelled resentment
among many in a city that surveys
rank as one of the world’s most ex-
pensive.

Opposition parties are hoping
to take advantage of the grumbling
and are contesting all 89 seats in
parliament for the first time since
independence in 1965.

Voting is compulsory for al-
most 2.5 million eligible voters.

The opposition has focussed
its campaign on the bread-and-but-
ter issues of jobs, healthcare and
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housing. Preliminary results are ex-
pected from a couple of hours after
the polls close at 8 pm (1200
GMT).

“l want to see more opposition
members in parliament from more
parties,” said one voter, a lawyer in
his 40s who gave his family as Tan.
“I hope there are enough opposi-
tion members to fill the front
benches because we can then have
shadow ministers to effectively
suggest alternative policies.”

Voting began amid seasonal
“haze” caused by forest fires in
neighbouring Indonesia, but the air
quality index was down from “very
unhealthy” levels on Thursday
night.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien

“I want to see
more opposition
members in
parliament from

more parties.”
— voter

Loong, who cast his vote in a con-
stituency in the south of the city
with his wife, Ho Ching, said he
was confident.

“We’ve done our best,” Lee
told reporters. “It’s a major turning
point for Singapore.”

The PAP, which has ruled
since independence, has a bedrock
of support and will win the bulk of
parliament’s seats but opposition
inroads would challenge its domi-
nance. “In this election, we are
showing a report card, we are
proud of it,” Lee told his last rally
late on Wednesday.

The PAP’s share of the vote
dropped to 60.1 percent in the last
election, in 2011, its lowest ever.
Nevertheless, it held 79 of a total
87 seats in the outgoing parliament.

The main opposition Work-
ers’ Party held seven seats while
one, that of former Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew, the current prime
minister’s father who died in
March, was vacant.

The PAP is hoping that a sense
of patriotism inspired by this year’s
50th anniversary and respect for
the elder Lee will work in its fa-
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Voters queue to cast their ballots during the general election at a polling
center in Singapore September 11, 2015.—REuTERS
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vour. The elder Lee drew praise for
his market-friendly policies, but
also criticism at home and abroad
for his strict controls over the press,
public protest and political oppo-
nents.

Since 2011, Prime Minister
Lee has launched a multi-bil-
lion-dollar healthcare insurance
programme for the elderly, intro-
duced cooling measures for the
property market and curbed the
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flow of foreign workers.

But the election comes as
economic risks are in focus due
to uncertainties stemming from
China’s economic slowdown and
wobbly markets.

DBS Bank, Singapore’s big-
gest lender, this week cut its eco-
nomic growth forecast for Singa-
pore to 1.8 percent, below the
official forecast of 2-2.5 per-
cent.—Reuters

Japan rivers burst their banks
triggering further floods, 25 missing

JOSO, (Japan) — Floods that
swept houses off their foundations
and crushed others under land-
slides spread across Japan on Fri-
day as more rivers burst their
banks, leaving at least 25 people
missing and forcing more than
100,000 to flee.

A severe rain warning re-
mained in effect for parts of north-
ern Japan but floodwaters were re-
treating in the city of Joso after

toppling trees and washing houses
away, sometimes with their owners
still inside.

One 63-year-old woman was
killed after her house was crushed
by a landslide and another when
her car was swept away. At least 27
people were injured, eight serious-
ly. Two eight-year-old children
were believed to be among the
missing, NHK national television
said.

Helicopters crisscrossed skies
over the largely rural city of Osaki,
some 350 km (220 miles) north of
Tokyo, where the brown waters of
the Shibui river inundated rice
fields and houses as rescuers in
rubber boats ferried people to safe-
ty.

Some parts of Japan had re-
ceived more than twice the usual
September amount of rain in 48
hours by noon on Thursday, spark-

Publishing Permit No. 00629.

—

A woman walks towards a collapsed house on a field inundated by floodwaters in Joso in Ibaraki prefecture
on September 11, 2015. Thousands of rescuers arrived in a deluged city north of Tokyo on September 11 to
help evacuate hundreds of trapped residents and search for 12 people missing after torrential rains triggered

massive flooding.—AFP

ing some of the worst flooding in
more than 60 years.

Japan has put heavy emphasis
on disaster prevention since a 2011
earthquake and tsunami Killed
nearly 20,000 people and authori-
ties are keen to avoid the kind of
criticism they faced then for what
was seen as a sluggish response.

The government set up an
emergency centre, and Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe told a meet-
ing of ministers that the “unprece-
dented” rain had created an emer-
gency.

“The central government, po-
lice, fire officials and military are
all working as one,” chief cabinet
secretary Yoshihide Suga told a
news conference.

“We are doing everything in
our power to rescue those in need
as soon as possible.”

Some 51 helicopters and
nearly 6,000 rescuers worked into
the night on Thursday to pluck
stranded people from houses as
floodwaters raged below. More
than 100 were temporarily trapped
on the second floor of a shopping
centre in Joso.

Toyota Motor Corp said it
had suspended production at three
plants in northeastern Japan on
Friday morning, but that there had
been no damage at any of the fa-
cilities. A spokeswoman said they
would make a decision at noon on
whether to resume production
from Friday evening.—Reuters



12 September 2015

GLOBALNEW [ FGH Tor MYANMAR

WORLD 5

Migrants undeterred by Balkan storms and Hungarian clampdown

IDOMENI, (Greece) —
Thousands of refugees
trudged through mud and
torrential rain to Greece’s
border with Macedonia on
Thursday, swelling a hu-
man tide across Europe that
authorities appear power-
less to control.

Hungary, a key transit
country for migrants trying
to reach richer and more
welcoming countries such
as Germany and Sweden,
said it expected to finish
building a fence along its
border with Serbia by ear-
ly October to help stem the
flow.

Denmark, the latest
front line in the continent’s
migrant crisis, allowed
refugees to move free-
ly through its territory to
Sweden, a day after it shut
a motorway link with Ger-
many in a bid to halt the
flow of people.

German  Chancellor
Angela Merkel’s deputy
said the record-breaking in-
flux of refugees could help
ease a chronic skills short-
age and provide a boost to
Europe’s biggest economy.
Berlin’s critics, notably in
ex-communist eastern Eu-
rope, say that message will
only encourage more peo-
ple to move.

On Greece’s northern
border, migrants including
children and elderly wom-
en - most of them fleeing
Syria’s four-year-old civil
war - slithered across mud-
dy fields towards lines of
Macedonian policemen
who issued orders in bro-
ken English in an attempt
to maintain some order.
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A migrant takes a selfie with German Chancellor Angela Merkel outside a refugee camp
near the Federal Office for Migration and Refugees after registration at Berlin’s Spandau
district, Germany September 10, 2015.—REeuTERs

“l am sick, (I spent)
four hours in the rain,” said
Ayman Sayed Ali, an engi-
neer from the Syrian city of
Aleppo.

“We are humans, not
animals,” said a man from
the capital Damascus, who
said he had lost his clothes
on the boat that brought
him to Greece.

“Look, no clothes, no
jacket, no food. We are suf-
fering. We will die here if
we stay in the rain for an-
other hour.”

Some refugees used
binliners or plastic bags as
makeshift raincoats or hats
as protection against the
heavy rain. Tempers occa-
sionally flared and at least
one policeman wielded his
truncheon to stop people
breaking through the police
cordon.

Thousands of migrants
spent Wednesday night in
the open on the Macedo-
nian side of the border due
to a lack of capacity in re-
ception centres and trains
to carry them north into
Serbia.

Similar scenes of des-
peration and congestion
were repeated at key border
crossings across Europe.

Greek police said up to
4,000 people were waiting
to cross the Macedonian
border on Thursday. About
3,000, mostly Syrians, are
arriving daily on the island
of Lesbos before heading
for the Greek mainland, the
police said.

Crossing Greece to the
Macedonian border is just
the first of many challenges
facing the migrants in a Eu-
rope where their reception

US, Israel weeks away from
co-production deal for
missile shield

WASHINGTON —
The United States and Is-
rael are weeks away from
reaching a draft agreement
on a co-production of Is-
rael’s air defence system
called David’s Sling that
the two countries joint-
ly developed, the top US
missile defence officer told
lawmakers on Thursday.

US Navy Vice Admi-
ral James Syring, direc-
tor of the Missile Defense
Agency, or MDA, said dis-
cussions and negotiations
continued with Israel on
the David’s Sling system,
which passed a series of in-
tercept tests in April and is
expected to be operational
next year.

Known in Hebrew

as Magic Wand, David’s
Sling is being developed
and manufactured joint-
ly by Israel’s state-owned
Rafael Advanced Defense
Systems Ltd and Raytheon
Co, a top US arms maker.
Robert Scher, assistant
defence secretary for strat-
egy, plans and capabilities,
said the US government
had provided more than $3
billion for missile defence
to Israel for David’s Sling
and other missile defence
programs since 2001.
Syring said a draft
agreement on  co-pro-
duction of David’s Sling
should be reached with
weeks, with a final agree-
ment likely in several
months, but gave no further

details.

After that agreement
was finalised, US and Is-
raeli officials would dis-
cuss co-production of Isra-
el’s Arrow ballistic missile
defence system, Syring
told the strategic forces
subcommittee of the House
Armed Services Commit-
tee.

Designed to shoot
down rockets with ranges
of 100 to 200 km (63 to 125
miles), aircraft or low-fly-
ing cruise missiles, David’s
Sling will fill the opera-
tional gap between Israel’s
Iron Dome short-range
rocket interceptor and the
Arrow ballistic missile in-
terceptor, both already in
service. —Reuters

ranges from hospitality to
hostility.

Hungarian Prime Min-
ister Viktor Orban’s chief
of staff said Budapest
planned “different rules of
the game” from next week,
with penalties for illegal
entry, accelerated asylum
procedures and possible
expulsion back over the
border.

Orban, shrugging off
the Cold War echoes of
razor wire and watchtow-
ers along an east European
border, says the flow of mi-
grants must stop, framing it
as a battle for the prosperity
and “Christian identity” of
Europe.

Hungary said 3,331
people had registered after
entering from Serbia on
Wednesday, the highest
daily total so far.

After days of smooth
operation, Austria briefly
suspended train services
across its border from Hun-
gary early on Thursday due
to the crush of people.

“Ever more people
are arriving daily,” said a
spokesman for the nation-
al rail company, OeBB. “It
far exceeds our capacity.”

Austrian police said
they expected nearly 8,000
people to enter the country
from Hungary in the course
of Thursday.

On Wednesday the
president of the European
Commission, Jean-Claude
Juncker, appealed to gov-
ernments to share out ref-
ugees and help relieve the
burden on frontline states
such as Greece, Italy and
Hungary.

Juncker’s plan faces
stiff opposition from some
of the European Union’s
28 member states, though
Poland, a longtime sceptic,
indicated on Thursday it
was ready to take its share.

“Accepting  migrants
escaping to save their lives
is our duty,” Prime Minis-
ter Ewa Kopacz said.

German Economy
Minister Sigmar Gabriel,
who is also Merkel’s dep-
uty, said the migrants could
help Germany - which
expects to take in about
800,000 people this year
alone - to tackle the demo-
graphic challenge of a rap-
idly ageing population.

“If we manage to
quickly train those that
come to us and to get them
into work, then we will
solve one of our biggest

problems for the economic
future of our country: the
skills shortage,” Gabri-
el told the Bundestag, the
lower house of parliament.

“But there are also
risks,” he added, pointing
to the danger that refugees
might not integrate prop-
erly into German daily life
if they did not receive lan-
guage training.

In the United States,
President Barack Obama
directed his administra-
tion to prepare to take in
at least 10,000 Syrian ref-
ugees over the next year,
the White House said on
Thursday.

It is the first specific
commitment the United
States has made toward
increasing its acceptance
of refugees from the war-
torn country. The unprec-
edented influx of people
has strained Europe’s pass-
port-free ‘Schengen area’
to breaking point. Former
French president Nicolas
Sarkozy, tipped to return
to power in 2017, called on
Thursday for the suspen-
sion of Schengen, saying
the migration crisis had
made it unworkable.

However, a survey by
the Elabe polling agency
showed French support
for taking in more mi-
grants from war zones had
jumped to 53 percent from
44 percent only a week be-
fore, suggesting that har-
rowing images of drowned
toddler Aylan Kurdi and
the warm welcome ex-
tended by neighbouring
Germany were having an
impact.—Reuters

US House Speaker vows to continue
fight against Iran nuclear deal

WASHINGTON —
US House Speaker John
Boehner on  Thursday
pledged that Republicans
would continue to make
every effort to scuttle the
Iran nuclear deal.

The debate on the nu-
clear agreement struck be-
tween world powers and
Iran “is far from over,”
Boehner said at a press
conference on the Capitol
Hill, vowing to “use every
tool at our disposal to stop,
slow, and delay this agree-
ment.”

Boehner’s remarks
came after Senate Demo-
crats had garnered enough
votes needed to block pas-
sage of a disapproval res-
olution against the agree-
ment.

The P5+1 group,
namely the US, Britain,

France, China, Russia
and Germany, reached
a comprehensive nucle-
ar deal with Iran in July.
The accord would provide
sanctions relief for Iran in
exchange for limits on its
controversial nuclear pro-
gram.

“Republicans continue
to do all that we can do to
stop the president’s nuclear
agreement with Iran,” said
Boehner. “By putting party
first, Democrats are ignor-
ing the will of the Ameri-
can people and avoiding
the judgment of history.”

House  Republicans
are changing their strategy
to voice their opposition to
the deal, mulling the vote
on a resolution stating the
Obama Administration did
not submit all the docu-
ments related to the Iran

deal and therefore the 60-
day congressional review
period has yet to start.
They specifically refer
to documents from the In-
ternational Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) on the Iran
nuclear deal. —Xinhua

“Republi-

cans continue
to do all that
we can do to
stop the presi-
dent’s nuclear
agreement with
Iran.”— US
House Speaker

John Boehner
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EU, Cuba enter difficult phase of bilateral talks, focus on political pact

HAVANA — The European Un-
ion and Cuba entered the most
difficult phase of their bilateral
talks on Thursday when they
started to discuss a new political
agreement to replace a unilateral
policy imposed by the Europeans
19 years ago.

The two sides have met five
times over the past year-and-a-
half in search of a far-reaching
accord. Both sides reported on
Thursday that two of the three
pillars of a deal, on trade and co-
operation, were basically fin-
ished, and they started talking
about a political agreement be-
tween the 28-nation bloc and the
communist-run Caribbean island.

The EU’s decision last year
to open talks was a victory in it-
self for Cuba as a European ac-
knowledgment it would have to
scrap its ‘“common position,”
which placed a priority on demo-
cratic reforms and improved hu-
man rights in Cuba.

Cuba has always rejected
foreign suggestions it should
change its one-party system or
that human rights on the island
were lacking. Historically the
loudest calls came from the Unit-

ed States but in 1996 were ech-
oed by the EU, which adopted the
common position at the urging of
Spain’s  conservative  former
Prime Minister Jose Maria Az-
nar.

“All I can say about the com-
mon position is that is it is neither
common nor a position,” Abelar-
do Moreno, Cuba’s deputy for-
eign minister for European af-
fairs, told reporters at the
conclusion of two days of talks in
Havana.

His counterpart, chief Euro-
pean negotiator Christian Leffler,
told a separate news conference
the common position was still
valid but stressed the EU was

looking for a better and
longer-lasting agreement to re-
place it.

Leffler said it was “no se-
cret” the two sides remained apart
on issues such as human rights
but that the whole point of the
talks was to search for areas of
agreement.

“We know it’s long-term
work,” Leffler said. “We’re not
trying to convince other coun-
tries, other governments, that
there is one perfect European

Christian Leffler (R), chief European negotiator for the EU-Cuba talks and Cuba’s Deputy Foreign Minister

Abelardo Moreno (L) attend a meeting at Cuba’s foreign ministry in Havana March 4, 2015.—REuTers

model to apply.”

Less than a year into the Eu-
ropean talks, Cuba and the Unit-
ed States announced detente,
leading to the restoration of dip-

lomatic relations after 54 years of
Cold War hostilities.

In March, Cuba and the EU
agreed to speed the pace of talks
to reach the basics of a deal by

S Korean attacker of US envoy given 12-year prison term

SEOUL — The Seoul Central
District Court on Friday meted
out a 12-year prison term to a
South Korean man who attacked
US Ambassador to South Korea
Mark Lippert with a knife in

March. Kim Ki Jong, 55, was in-
dicted in April for slashing Lip-
pert’s face and hand, inflicting
deep gashes.

Lippert was treated at a
Seoul hospital for five days.

“Kim seems to have had a
strong will to attack the victim,
choosing a knife to repeatedly
slash the part of the body that
had a direct connection with
life,” Presiding Judge Kim Dong

SO - W
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South Korea’s President Park Geun-hye (L) meets with US Ambassador to South Korea Mark Lippert in his hos-
pital room at the Yonsei Severance Hospital in Seoul. Doctors said Lippert, 42, was recovering well from a knife
attack by nationalist activist Kim Ki-Jong, which left the envoy requiring surgery to repair deep gashes to his

face and hand.—AFP

A at the court said, according to
Yonhap News Agency.

The ruling said Lippert sus-
tained serious injuries to his face
and arm, and that if the deep cut
to his cheek had been just a few
centimeters lower his carotid ar-
tery could have been severed,
threatening his life.

The court, however, acquit-
ted Kim of the charge of violat-
ing the National Security Law,
which prohibits citizens from
supporting or praising North
Korea.

In September, prosecutors
sought a 15-year prison sentence
for attempted murder, assault on
a foreign envoy and violation of
the National Security Law.

Kim had said he attacked
the envoy to highlight his oppo-
sition to springtime US-South
Korean military drills, which
North Korea calls an invasion
rehearsal.

Anti-US activists such as
Kim have long opposed joint
military exercises with the Unit-
ed States and the presence of
28,500 US troops in South
Korea, blaming them for mili-
tary tensions on the Korean Pen-
insula.—Kyodo News

the end of 2015, but both sides
backed off that goal on Thursday.
The next round was scheduled for
the second half of November in
Brussels.—Reuters

Plane with 128 people
onboard makes
emergency landing

in S Philippines

DAVAO CITY, (Philippines) — A
plane carrying over 120 passengers
made an emergency landing in
southern Philippines on Friday af-
ter smoke was observed inside the
aircraft, police said.

Philippine Airlines flight PR-
1814 carrying 128 passengers was
on its way to Manila from the
southern Philippine city of Davao
when it returned to the Davao In-
ternational Airport and made an
emergency landing around 1:34
p.m., said Antonio Rivera, South-
ern  Mindanao police regional
spokesperson.

Rivera told Xinhua the plane
of the country’s flag carrier was
about four minutes into its flight
when it turned back after “a smoke
came out of its cargo compartment
area.” He said a fire truck from the
Civil Aviation Authority of the
Philippines (CAAP) immediately
responded to the site, as well as a
medical team to check on the con-
dition of the plane passengers.

An investigation into the inci-
dent was now underway, the police
spokesperson said.—Xinhua

N Korea says Olympics march with S Korea possible if ties improve

PYONGYANG — North Korea
does not rule out the possibility of
its athletes marching together with
South Korea’s in the opening cere-
mony of next year’s Summer
Olympics in Brazil, if relations be-
tween the two countries improve
based on a recent political agree-
ment, according to a senior official.

“That depends on how (South
Korea) implements the agree-

ment,” Bang Mun Il, a member of
North Korea’s Olympic Commit-
tee, said in an interview earlier this
week in Pyongyang.

Bang, a senior official at the
North’s sports ministry, was refer-
ring to the Aug. 25 accord that
pulled the two Koreas back from
the brink of serious military con-
frontation after already-high ten-
sions between them were further

escalated by an exchange of fire
and land-mine explosions near
their shared boarder.

The six-point deal struck after
four days of marathon negotiations
called for more high-level dialogue
between them and paved the way
for another round of reunions of
families separated by the 1950-
1953 Korean War in October.

The two countries marched to-

gether behind a flag of a united Ko-
rean peninsula in the opening cere-
monies of the 2000 and 2004
Summer Olympics, as well as the
2006 Winter Olympics. But due to
the subsequent deterioration in in-
ter-Korean relations, they have not
marched jointly at Olympic Games
since then. The two Koreas, divid-
ed by one of the world’s most
heavily fortified borders, are still

technically in a state of war as the
Korean War ended in an armistice,
not with a permanent peace treaty.
Given the North’s efforts to
strengthen its athletic prowess,
Bang also said the country’s
gold medal haul at the 2016 Rio
de Janeiro Olympic Games
should exceed the four golds it
garnered at the 2012 London
Olympics.—Kyodo News
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US to accept 10,000 Syrian refugees: White House

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama has directed his
administration to prepare to take
in at least 10,000 Syrian refugees
over the next year, the White
House said on Thursday.

It is the first specific commit-
ment the United States has made
toward increasing its acceptance
of refugees from the war-torn
country.

Since the start of the Syri-
an civil war in 2011, the United
States has taken in 1,500 refu-
gees, with 300 more expected to
be cleared by October.

But refugee advocates and
some members of Congress said
taking in an additional 10,000
refugees did not go far enough
toward addressing the humani-
tarian crisis triggered by the war,
which has prompted a massive
refugee influx into Europe.

In a letter distributed to
House members and seen by
Reuters, Democratic Representa-
tive David Cicilline asked Obama
to accommodate 65,000 Syrian
refugees by the end of 2016. Re-
ligious groups have called for the
United States to accept 100,000
Syrian refugees.

European countries have
taken in waves of migrants flee-
ing violence. Germany allowed
20,000 migrants into the country
over the weekend and is prepar-
ing for 800,000 this year.

Melanie Nezer, vice pres-
ident of HIAS, a global refugee

US President Barack Obama.—REuteRs

advocacy group, said that for the
United States to allow 10,000
more refugees from Syria was
not an adequate response to the
crisis. “This is totally within the
realm of what the current system
on autopilot could do.

This is not time for autopilot.
This is time to really ramp things
up,” said Nezer.

The United States is con-
ducting air strikes in Syria as part
of its effort to fight against Islam-
ic State. It currently admits a total
of 70,000 refugees from around
the world annually, and is due to
increase that total by 5,000 for
the fiscal year starting in October.

White House spokesman

Josh Earnest would not say
whether the 10,000 Syrians
would be a part of or in addition
to that total. Earnest said nation-
al security was a top concern for
admitting Syrians, a country rife
with anti-American militants,
noting that intensive security
screening for refugees could take
up to 18 months.

“I do feel confident in tell-
ing you that the president will
not sign off on a process that
cuts corners when it comes to
the basic safety and security of
the American people and the US
homeland,” Earnest told report-
ers. The additional background
checks and processing  will

require a “significant financial
commitment” from Congress,
Earnest said.

Secretary of State John Ker-
ry met with the Senate Judiciary
Committee on Wednesday, a
requirement before the adminis-
tration can change the number of
refugees allowed.

Committee Chair Chuck
Grassley said he welcomed the
additional 10,000 but that Kerry
was not clear about whether addi-
tional refugees would be allowed
later.

“Secretary Kerry initially
said that the Obama administra-
tion is seeking a reasonable in-
crease in refugees allowed into
the United States in the upcoming
fiscal year.

But when pressed, the ad-
ministration indicated that they
were considering opening the
floodgates and using emergen-
cy authority to go above what
they proposed to Congress
in today’s consultation,” the
Republican lawmaker said in a
statement.

Congress  cannot  block
the administration from set-
ting limits on the number of
refugees it admits from each
region. But it can block funding
needed for staffing agencies such
as the Department of Homland
Securty and the Department of
Health and Human Services that
handle the screening and resettle-
ment procedures.—Reuters

Turkish warplanes strike PKK targets in northern Iraq

DIYARBAKIR, (Turkey) —
Turkish warplanes bombed Kurd-
istan Workers Party (PKK) targets
in northern Iraq overnight, a secu-
rity source told Reuters on Friday,
the latest in a series of daily air
strikes on the militants as conflict
surges in southeast Turkey.

Hundreds of militants and
security force members have died
since the PKK and the Turkish
state resumed hostilities after the
collapse of a ceasefire in July, shat-
tering a peace process launched in
2012 to end a three-decades-old
conflict. More than 15 warplanes

struck sites where the PKK are lo-
cated at Qandil, Zap and Avashin
in the mountains of northern Iraq
in attacks launched shortly be-
fore midnight that continued until
5 am. (0200 GMT), the source
said. In Diyarbakir, the largest city
in the mainly Kurdish southeast,

suspected PKK militants opened
fire on a restaurant frequented by
police in the main commercial dis-
trict on Friday morning, wounding
three police officers and one civil-
ian, security sources said.

One of the officers was seri-
ously hurt—Reuters

UN says Yemen
peace talks set to
resume next week

UNITED NATIONS —
The United Nations on Thurs-
day said peace talks aimed at
ending the conflict in Yemen
are set to resume next week in
the region and urged all parties
to participate “in good faith.”

Saudi Arabia and Arab al-
lies intervened in March to try
to restore Yemen’s president to
power and roll back the Irani-
an-allied Houthi militia. The
war has brought the country to
the brink of famine and peace
talks have yet to end the fight-
ing.

A UN press official said
UN chief Ban Ki-moon’s
special envoy on Yemen, Is-
mail Ould Cheikh Ahmed,
welcomed the commitment
of Yemen’s government, the
Houthis and Yemen’s General
People’s Congress to join the
talks, which will take place in
the region next week.

Officials in the General
People’s Congress and from
the Houthis said the talks
would take place in Oman.

“The special envoy ap-
plauds the decision of Yemeni
President Abdu Rabbo Man-
sour Hadi and other Yemeni
parties to attend the talks,” the
statement said.

“He urges the participants
in the talks to engage construc-
tively and in good faith, rec-
ognising the need for a rapid
end to the violence which has
brought intolerable levels of
suffering to the Yemeni peo-
ple,” it added. About 20 mil-
lion people or 80 percent of
the population, are estimated
to be going hungry. The Unit-
ed Nations warned last month
that Yemen was on the brink of
famine.—Reuters

Saudi-led air raids hit bases, Houthi leaders’ houses in Yemeni capital

SANAA — War planes from a
Saudi-led military alliance bombed
Yemen’s capital Sanaa on Thurs-
day, in what witnesses described
as the fiercest attacks on the city
in over five months of war. The
air strikes hit houses of political
leaders in the Iran-allied Houthi
movement and military bases, as
explosions and wailing ambulance
sirens forced a sleepless night on
the city’s nearly 2 million shell-
shocked residents.

“The sick people fled the
hospital in terror,” an official at a
private hospital said. “They were
afraid the building would collapse
from the non-stop bombing of the
army bases nearby.” There were no
immediate reports of casualties, a
day after medics said six civilians
in the city were killed by air strikes.

Saudi Arabia and other Arab
states intervened in Yemen’s civil
war on March 26 to halt the nation-
wide spread of the Houthis, who
seized Sanaa last year and forced

the government into exile in Ri-
yadh after advancing on its south-
ern stronghold of Aden.

The Houthis, who hail from
the Zaydi Shi’ite Muslim sect,
consider their rise a revolution.
But they are fiercely opposed by
the Sunni Muslim Gulf Arab states
who believe the group is bent on
spreading Iran’s influence.

Since a Houthi missile attack
killed at least 60 Gulf Arab troops
east of Sanaa last Friday, the coa-
lition has stepped up its air strikes
on the capital and increased its de-
ployment of troops, which Yemeni
officials say number a few thou-
sand, ahead of an eventual push to-
wards Sanaa. Fear is spreading that
a decisive battle there may wreak
widespread destruction, as it has
in the southern city of Taiz, where
medics said 18 people were Killed
in an explosion in a residential area
on Thursday variously blamed on
Houthi artillery shelling and Sau-
di-led air strikes.—Reuters

Smoke and balls of fire rise from a military base after it was hit by Saudi-led air strikes in Yemen’s capital
Sanaa September 10, 2015.—REeuTERS
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Time is ripe to secure

good governance
By Kyaw Thura

WO things must be done to ensure good gov-
ernance in Myanmar. First, we — the citizens
— must exercise our right to participate in the

political process. Second, we must elect competent
leaders who can transform the people’s desires into

reality. There has never been a more crucial time to
secure these prerequisites to good governance.
Without good governance and accountable lead-
ers, our country will lapse into political instability. In
its absence, the rule of law will evaporate and the peo-
ple will become threatened by injustice. Institutional
injustice trickles down in the form of economic ine-
quality, stripping people of opportunities and rights
they would enjoy under a stable, accountable govern-

ment.

One such right is the right to education. Educa-
tion is an invaluable tool in building a modern, pros-
perous country. The longer we lack good governance,
the longer we will fail to educate our people properly,
leading to a vicious cycle of poverty and inequality.

From a Buddhist point of view, there is no better
time for anything than the present. If we fail to seize

vain.

the opportunities and freedoms currently at our dis-
posal, our desire for a better future will have been in

We cannot be faulted for being born into hard
times, but we can be faulted if we hesitate to grasp
the opportunity dangling before us. Now is the time
to apply the lessons we have learned from the past to
secure efficient and accountable governance.

Write for us

We appreciate your
tions. If you have any comments or would like to
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email
wallace.tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to publish
“Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 words.
Should you submit a text longer than 500 words please be
aware that your letter will be edited.

feedback and contribu-

Being a Service Personnel

N Myanmar, a person who works
I for the government is referred to
as service personnel in English.
However, | prefer the term govern-
ment servant to the term service per-
sonnel, as the term makes it more
obvious the role of a person who
works in a government organization
both to the person concerned as well
as the public — he/she is employed
by the government and paid to serve
the interest of the people and not to
boss over them or to exploit them.

Whether a person is a high offi-
cial like a permanent secretary or a
low grade one like a cleaner, all gov-
ernment servants have to follow the
Public Service Personnel Act 2013.
The act prescribes both responsibili-
ties and benefits of service person-
nel. The responsibilities range from
being loyal to the state, obeying what
are prescribed in the constitution and
existing laws, protecting public
property and funds from wastage and
misuse, not being involved in party
politics, having a sense of duty, not
to abuse the rights given in accord-
ance with one’s responsibilities, to
be respectful to the populace, etc.
The Public Service Personnel Act
2013 also specifies the rights of em-
ployees such as right to security of
employment, leave, promotion, pur-
suit of education, and retirement.
Moreover, those who are employed
in areas designated as being remote,
enjoy twice the salary given to those
in more accessible areas. In addition,
government servants are obliged to
follow the rules and regulations
specified by their respective organi-
zations. Each ministry may also have
rules and regulations regarding the
benefits their employees may enjoy,
such as provision of housing, free
transportation to and from work, use
of ministry vehicle, etc.

Despite the strict rules and reg-
ulations set for government employ-
ees, some members of the public
who have had the opportunity, or
bad luck, to have to deal with gov-
ernment employees will know that
they are of many types. The first
type, | regret to say, are few in num-
ber. The first type work in accord-
ance with set rules and regulations
and will offer assistance to anybody
who needs to come to their office by
providing him/her all the necessary
information, and helping him/her
complete him/her business matter as
expeditiously as possible without the
hope of receiving anything in return.
The second type of government em-
ployee will do his/her job, but with-

out much interest in helping a per-
son. The third type expects something
in return to speed up matters. The
junior ones will explicitly have one
of the drawers of their desk open to
accept whatever gift is given, or they
will expect something to be slipped
in as tea money with the papers. The
fourth type will first frighten those
who come to them by treating them
insolently and throwing all the bu-
reaucratic red tapes at them and then
will do their job at a high price.
Many make a lot of extra income for
themselves by such means, but there
are also those who act as a middle-
man and have to give a certain per-
centage of their income to their col-
leagues and their bosses. Hence, the
most important information some
government employees want to get,
on getting a new job, or being posted
to a new department, is whether they
can get extra income, or in plain
words, whether they can get bribes
there. This does not mean that every
employee is hungry for bribes. Some
are contented with the salary they get
legitimately. Some having no oppor-
tunity to earn extra income from
their primary job, and cannot make
ends meet, resort to moonlighting by
doing other jobs after work like driv-
ing a taxi driver, or working as a bro-
ker, giving tuition, working as a
manager or a waiter in a restaurant,
working as a private nurse, selling
things as a street vendor, doing odd
jobs on weekends, etc., etc.

The thing that government em-
ployees look forward to most is pro-
motion as it does not occur very of-
ten in their career and not everyone
may be included. The Union Civil
Service Board has prescribed rules
and regulations regarding promoting
officer level staff to a higher post
supplemented by rules and regula-
tions of each ministry. It is very ob-
vious that the higher the level, the
smaller the number of posts availa-
ble. Therefore, the selection proce-
dure has to be most stringent. Since
there is large pool of staff available
for selection with the same or even
better qualifications and perfor-
mance, sometimes, there has been
surprising and disappointing selec-
tions. Although there are private ex-
pressions of doubts and dismay re-
garding such matters, Myanmar
people do not have the habit of lodg-
ing complaints or raising questions
about decisions made by higher au-
thorities and so there is little public
debate about the correctness of such
decisions. To ensure confidence in
the system as well as the authorities
who have made the selection, it is
very important that the criteria and

the system utilized need to be very
transparent and it must be ensured
that the promotion given is strictly
based on meritocracy with no bias or
favouritism involved. Moreover, the
more important the post is with wide
decision-making powers like that of
a rector or a pro-rector (future rector)
of a university, the more careful the
selection has to be, because if the
person is an inefficient and incapable
one, he/she is liable to make bad de-
cisions and initiate wrong policies,
and such persons are liable to prefer
inefficient, back-biting, toadying
persons as close confidents and advi-
sors. As a consequence, the organi-
zation not be able to progress due to
poor management, as long as that
person remains in office which may
be for a very long time. Moreover,
there will be antagonism among staff
arising from disrespect for and lack
of confidence in the administrator.
Hence, it is very important that the
person delegated authority to make
decisions regarding promotions has
taken into account all relevant fac-
tors and that his/her decisions are
double checked by the supervising
authority to ensure that the right se-
lection has been made based on mer-
itocracy using correct and consistent
criteria and done in an honest and
transparent manner.

One of the things most dreaded
by most government employees
working in big cities and towns, is
transfer time. For those employees
that work for ministries that have of-
fices and branches under them all
over Myanmar, including in far flung
areas, such as the Ministry of Educa-
tion, the Ministry of Health, the Min-
istry of Finance, the Ministry of Im-
migration and Population, and the
Ministry of Home Affairs, they are
liable to be transferred from one duty
station to another, after serving the
designated period, throughout their
career, and they face the dilemma of
whether to accept the transfer or
seek a new job. The majority of gov-
ernment employees understand the
need for transfers, as people need to
be rotated, but they feel that there
should be a fair and consistent sys-
tem free of favouritism, bribery and
decisions made carelessly. There is
no doubt that transfers causes incon-
venience and misery to many. Some
staff may be single and appear to
have no family responsibilities, but
in actual fact, they may have to leave
behind their aged parents whom they
have been taking care of. Working
married couples may, in many cases,
not be posted to the same region. The
husband may be posted to one town,
and the wife to other, and the chil-

dren may have to be left behind with
their grandparents in another town.
Such a situation is not good either for
the family, as they suffer from work
enforced separation, and financial
difficulty, or for the organization
they work for, as such employees
may not be able to concentrate fully
on their work and may give vent to
their frustration on persons they have
to deal with or their staff. Another
serious consequence of transfers is
people resigning from their jobs.
There comes a time when employees
cannot take up their new post due to
repeated transfer to the same place,
intolerable living and working con-
ditions, family and financial prob-
lems, feeling that the posting has
been unfair, or simply becoming fed
up with having to move from one
place to another.

The percentage of staff attri-
tion after every transfer is not
known, or given much thought to,
but bearing in mind that more and
more jobs are now becoming availa-
ble in the private sector, the number
could be quite significant. Those
who have the authority to transfer
staff from one post to another may
be too remote from them, to know
their true worth and ability. They
may also feel that their resignation
is of little consequence to the de-
partment concerned, thinking that in
the place of one who resigns, there
are hundreds of persons waiting to
step into their shoes. This may be
true for certain persons and certain
departments, but it certainly is not
true for all. For instance, those ad-
ministrators in the education sector,
if they have been teachers them-
selves, should know that a compe-
tent teacher, who has mastery of
subject, teaching methodology and
child psychology, cannot be pro-
duced over night, or in many cases
even within a decade, especially an
outstanding dedicated, hardworking
and trustworthy one. Such a person
would be a great loss to the academ-
ic department concerned and to suc-
cessive generations of students as
well. Mediocrity breeds mediocrity.
If left with only mediocre people,
and run by mediocre people, an or-
ganization, especially, a higher edu-
cation institution, will find it difficult
to escape from the cycle of mediocri-
ty. Consequently, to ensure that out-
standing employees who contribute
to the development of an organiza-
tion stay on until their retiring age, it
is important that a conducive and fair
working environment be created by
those in administrative position. The
organization also needs to boldly get
rid of the laid-back, the toady, the in-
efficient, and the corrupt to make its
firmness apparent to all employees.
The following practices by those in

management positions may contrib-

ute to the development of a fair,

smooth, working environment:

e Creating a non-abusive,
non-threatening, cordial environ-
ment

* Being in touch with all levels of
employees and giving them access
to present their needs and difficul-
ties

* Being fair and transparent in as-
sessing performance, and in mat-
ters of promotion and rewards, by
using a consistent, transparent and
comprehensive evaluation system
which includes double checking
by higher authority

* Taking into account all relevant
factors, including matching staff
skills with organizational needs
and personal difficulties when car-
rying out staff transfers

* Making accountability central at
all levels

e Ensuring that cliques, toadying,
favouritism, bribery and corrup-
tion do not exist

* Assigning responsibilities to staff
according to their capacity and the
need of department rather than
based on personal likes and dis-
likes

* Practising a fair reward and pun-
ishment system

» Carrying out staff capacity build-
ing activities to create a dynamic
atmosphere

On the other hand, government

employees in return, need to work in
accordance with rules and regula-
tions, without shirking responsibility
on the grounds that their salary is too
small compared to the private sector.
(They may not know that sometimes
they are enjoying hidden benefits
such as, shorter working hours com-
pared to those in the private sector.)
They need to practice self-manage-
ment skills both at work as well as in
their personal lives. They need to
constantly upgrade their skills and
knowledge to match the organiza-
tion’s changing needs. They need to
be loyal to their organization and
contribute to enhancing its image.

Now that the public sector is

growing, there will be constant mi-
gration to the better paying private
sector. However, creating a happy,
fair, stable, more employee-friendly,
and stress-free working environment
that also gives careful consideration
to the welfare of employees will go a
long way in attracting talented peo-
ple and building employee loyalty
and maintaining good administra-
tor-staff relationships. This will en-
sure that government organizations
always possess a corps of efficient
employees who have the willingness
and capacity to serve the public
which is their bounden duty.

*kkkk
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Farming machinery demo given

Farmers in Tatkon Township get knowledge on using power tillers and other machinery to
harvest maize.—Min Min LAt (ManDALAY UNIVERSITY)

Colonial-era canal being replaced by YCDC

YANGON — Traffic on U
Htaung Bo Road will re-
turn to normal in the next
few days when repair work
on U Htaung Bo Road is
completed, a spokesperson

(KvimyINDINE)
Man
drowns
in creek

from Yangon City Devel-
opment Committee said on
Friday.

YCDC'’s engineering
department is replacing a
colonial-era old canal un-

\‘h_ { ‘3-] [ ". P :

derneath a road, which col-

lapsed on 6 September.
Work to repair the road

and canal began immedi-

ately after it collapsed.

Tin Win Lay (Kyimyindine)
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TATKON — The Agri-
cultural Mechanisation
Department gave a demon-
stration to 50 farmers on
how to harvest maize using
power tillers and other ma-
chinery in Tatkon Town-
ship on 9 September.

The township’s ad-
ministrator, U Thant Zaw
Oo, oversaw the demon-
stration.

“The use of machinery
such as power-tillers, com-
bine harvesters and paddy
threshers can drastically
reduce the time it takes to
carry out certain tasks man-
ually. Moreover, these de-
vices can save farmers on
labour costs and avoid the
difficulties posed by labour
shortages,” said farmer U
Naing Lin, who owns the
2.5 acre field where the
demonstration took place.

Min Min Latt

(Mandalay University)

Drought
hits
Pekhon

PEKHON — A drought in
Hpekon in southern Shan
State has damaged more
than 500 acres of rice fields.

Farmers in Naungkala-
ing Village have been par-
ticularly hard hit, as many
are unable to afford the cost
of pumping water from
nearby canals into their rice
fields, said local farmer U
Ny Rae.

Local farmers will
lose their seedlings if they
cannot transplant rice seed-
lings on their farms soon,
he added.

Fields in Naunghlaing
Dam in Pekhon Township

Brick making factories
narming soil quality

~
Kvaw Kyaw (MaHLAING)

NYAUNG-U Brick
making factories in rural
areas is damaging the soil
and resulting in its degra-
dation, according to a sur-
vey in Nyaung-U.

Locals in Shwepyi-
tha Village in Nyaung-U
Township have said that
a number of toddy palm
trees died and are putting
the blame on nearby brick
making businesses, said
Kyaw Kyaw, a local cor-

Toddy palm trees died due to brick making businesses.

i

farmers in Shwepyitha Vil-
lage have suffered hard-
ships due to soil degrada-
tion and the loss of palm
trees on which they rely for
a livelihood by producing
toddy palm liquid and jam.

The loss of livelihoods
has caused some locals to
migrate to urban areas in
search of work.

They called on the
local authorities to take
necessary — measures  to

: LR, could not be irrigated due respondent of the state-run conserve the natural en-
Traffic on U Htaung Bo Road will return to normal in the next few days.—Tin WiN LAy  to low rainfall this year. Myanma Alinn on Friday.  vironment—Kyaw Kyaw
Ye Naung (Pekhon) Around a hundred (Mahlaing)
Opening of Nanyin
Creek Bridge may be
delayed

MINBU — A man drowned
in Mann Creek near the
Mann Shwe Satt Taw Pago-
da while attempting to cross
the creek, local police said
on Friday.

U Nyunt Hlaing, 52, of
Kyipinkan village in Minbu
(Saku) Township was swept
away while wading through
6 feet deep waters. His body
has been retrieved by police
and a case has been opened
to investigate the circum-
stances  surrounding  his
death.—Myanma Alinn

MOHNYIN — Locals in
Mohnyin, Kachin State,
have expressed concerns
about the possible delay of
a bridge over opening on
the town’s bypass road.

The community is
calling on the Kachin State
Government to take re-
sponsibility for the delay
despite the fact that the
government’s tenure will
soon expire, according to a
local report.

The Kachin State gov-

ernment has injected more
than K1 billion into the iron
reinforced bridge, which
will be 300 ft long and 30 ft
wide.

Kachin State Govern-
ment is responsible for the
delay of the completion of
the bridge as it put out the
project to the tender, said U
Maung Nai, a local journal-
ist. The bridge is expected
to complete one year later
than its target for opening,
he said —GNLMO0O01

S
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The bridge is expected to complete one year later than its target.—GNLMO001
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Honda gets

California

approval

for self-driving
cars on roads

SAN FRANCISCO
Honda Motor Co Ltd has
received a permit from the
state of California to drive
its autonomous vehicles
on public streets, joining
companies ranging from
Google Inc to Volkswa-
gen AG (VOWG_p.DE)
in testing the fast-growing
technology.

The California De-
partment of Motor Vehi-
cles on its website listed
Honda as the most recent
of 10 companies that had
received the self-driving
permits as of Friday.

Other companies al-
ready approved include
Daimler AG’s Mercedes
Benz, Tesla Motors Inc,
Nissan Motor Co Ltd and
BMW AG.

Honda, which is de-
ploying advanced driv-
er-assistance systems
across its Honda and Acu-

ra models, is one of many
carmakers investing in
self-driving  technology.
Some, including Tesla and
BMW, already  offer
semi-autonomous features.

The Japanese carmak-
er already has a secure au-
tonomous vehicle testing
facility in Concord, Cali-
fornia, northeast of San
Francisco, where such cars
could get a test run before
on-road testing, a spokes-
man said.

California is one of a
handful of states, along
with  Michigan, Florida
and Nevada, that have
passed legislation enabling
testing of self-driving cars
on public roads.

Google and other au-
tomotive  manufacturers
and suppliers have said the
technology to  build
self-driving cars should be
ready by 2020.—Reuters

A staff of Honda Motor Co’s showroom bows to a visitor as

she is reflected in a company logo on a car displayed at
company showroom in Tokyo January 30, 2015.—REuters

Verizon says TV streaming could be added to new mobile video service

LAS VEGAS
If Verizon’s new mobile
video service go90 suc-
ceeds in grabbing the at-
tention of millenials who
increasingly watch con-
tent on mobile devices, a
streaming option for TVs
could be next.

Verizon Communica-
tions Inc, the No. 1 US
wireless carrier, launched
a trial of its free, ad-sup-
ported mobile video prod-
uct, an app that offers live
events, on-demand shows
and Web videos, on Tues-
day.

Companies such as
Netflix Inc and Hulu that
offer Web-based video
services have put pressure
on traditional pay-TV
companies that are strug-
gling to add viewers.

With go90, Verizon,
which also offers a sepa-
rate  pay-TV  service
through its FiOS unit, has
taken a different approach
by introducing an ad-sup-
ported, short-form mobile
video service.

“We said, Let’s start
with a mobile-first prod-
uct,” Marni Walden, Veri-
zon’s president of product
innovation and new busi-
nesses, told Reuters on
Thursday.

“The thought is that
there could be a compan-
ion product that would
come at some point in the
future that could be in-
home” for TVs.

Verizon wanted to
leverage its mobile net-
work to stand out in a
crowded streaming video

GTLIE)BALNEW L?GHTOF MYANMAR

12 September 2015

Asian shares get lift from
Wall St, dollar steadies

TOKYO — Asian shares
edged higher on Friday fol-
lowing gains on Wall Street
while the dollar steadied,
but gains were capped by
uncertainty over whether
the Federal Reserve will
raise interest rates next
week.

European stocks were
seen following suit, with
the pan-European FTS-
Eurofirst 300 index of
top-European shares set for
its biggest weekly gain

since July.
Financial  spreadbet-
ters expected Britain’s

FTSE 100 to open 0.5 per-
cent higher, Germany’s
DAX to open up by as
much as 0.8 percent, and
France’s CAC 40 to open
up 0.9 percent.

US stock futures rose
0.3 percent, suggesting a
slightly firmer opening on
Wall Street later in the ses-
sion.

MSCI’s broadest in-
dex of Asia-Pacific shares
outside Japan was up about
0.2 percent, below its ses-
sion highs but still on track
to rise more than 3 percent
for the week.

Chinese shares erased
earlier gains, with the
CSI300 index and Shang-
hai Composite Index down
0.9 percent and 0.8 percent,
respectively. Investors are
awaiting Chinese industrial
output, retail sales and in-
vestment data on Sunday
for clues on whether the
world’s second-largest
economy is continuing to
lose  momentum, which
could help set the tone for
trading next week.

market, Walden said.
Dish Network Corp
and Sony Corp also offer
online video services. On
Wednesday, Apple Inc an-
nounced an improved ver-

Major US stock index-
es posted modest gains on
Thursday, but European
stocks broke a three-day
run of gains with a drop of
nearly 1.5 percent

Japan’s Nikkei stock
index closed down 0.2 per-
cent, but pared earlier loss-
es and ended a choppy
week 2.6 percent higher,
even as investors remained
cautious.

“We could still see
volatile trading next week
on speculation about the
Fed rate hike,” said Yutaka
Miura, senior technical an-
alyst at Mizuho Securities,
who expected investors to
continue unwinding their
positions.

“Even if stocks jump,
we don’t know if and how
long the rally will last so
it’s safe to reduce positions
in an environment like
this,” Miura said.

Government data re-
leased before the market
open showed that large
Japanese  manufacturers’
sentiment turned positive
in the July-September
quarter, suggesting that
companies were taking
China’s recent slowdown
in stride.

US data on Thursday
suggested the labour mar-
ket was gaining momen-
tum in early September as
fewer Americans filed for
weekly unemployment
benefits, but a separate re-
port showed weak infla-
tion, further clouding the
outlook for what the Fed
will decide to do at its Sept.
16-17 policy meeting.

“Based on the

sion of its set-top box,
Apple TV, without details
on new content agree-
ments.

“Our focus is all on

our  mobile  product

A sign hangs in the Verizon booth on the first day of the
Consumer Electronics Show (CES) in Las Vegas January 8,
2013.—ReuteRs
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A man holding an umbrella walks in front of an electronic
stock quotation board outside a brokerage in Tokyo

September 8, 2015.—REuTERS

performance of the US
economy alone, the Fed
should raise rates but they
do not operate in a vacu-
um,” said Kathy Lien,
managing director at BK
Asset Management in New
York.

Considering volatile
global equities, a dovish
European Central Bank and
actions by other central
banks, it will be difficult
for the Fed to act, she said
in a note to clients.

The dollar rose about
0.1 percent against the yen
to 120.75, though it gave
up ground late in the Asian
session to the euro, which
added about 0.1 percent
from US levels to $1.1294.

The dollar index,
which tracks the greenback
against a basket of six ma-
jor rivals, was steady from
US trading at 95.454.

China’s yuan firmed
against the dollar in on-
shore trading on Friday.
The greenback came under
pressure overnight as the
yuan shot higher in off-

today,” Walden said.

“We have to be suc-
cessful with this product
first and then we would
have the right to say, ‘Yes,
let’s go do the compan-
ion.””

G090 was developed
from OnCue video stream-
ing technology, which Ve-
rizon purchased from Intel
Corp in 2014. “We don’t
believe trying to replace
linear TV is the right
thing,” Walden said.

“We don’t think the
initial model we saw in
Intel Media with $80
broadband and $80 con-
tent was one we could win
at, particularly with all of
the clutter and noise in
that same space.”

Go090’s content part-
ners include the National

shore markets on what was
suspected to be rare inter-
vention by Chinese state
banks, likely taking aim at
speculators betting on fur-
ther falls in currency after
its surprise devaluation last
month.

In  commodities, US
crude oil futures gave back
some of their overnight
gains after top exporter
Saudi Arabia said it saw no
need for a producer summit
to defend prices.

US crude was down
about 0.6 percent in Asian
trading at $45.66 a barrel,
after rallying 4 percent on
US Energy Information
Administration data that
showed strong demand for
gasoline.

Brent, which gained
2.8 percent in the previous
session, was down about
0.1 percent at $48.86.

Spot gold edged down
from US levelsto $1,110.30
an ounce, on track to drop
about 1 percent for the
week, its third straight
weekly fall.—Reuters

Football League, VHI,
the Food Network and
ESPN.

From the Web, it will
offer videos from Maker
Studios, Machinima and
AwesomenessTV, among
others.

Verizon is also con-
sidering letting users cre-
ate content in the future,

Walden said.
Go90 will use Veri-
zon’s multicast video

technology that streams
live events to multiple
mobile devices through a
single lane of airwaves.
Moving forward, Ve-
rizon aspires to relay
events to a global audi-
ence, although that would
require negotiating
streaming rights, Walden
said.—Reuters
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S African archeologists discover new human ancestor

South African scientists have recently discovered remains of
human ancestors near the archaeological site.—XinHua

Cash prizes may convince kids to eat more fruits and veggies

CHICAGO — Want kids to eat
more fruits and vegetables? Show
them the money, a US study sug-
gests.

Researchers conducted an
experiment in six Utah elementa-
ry schools, offering some Kkids
cash and others praise for eating
these healthy foods, while a third
group of children got no incen-
tives at all. Fruit and vegetable
consumption was significantly
higher in the group of students
who got cash rewards.

Cash prizes may have helped
convince Kids to overcome their
fear of trying new things, said
study co-author Greg Madden, a
psychology professor at Utah
State University in Logan.

“The rewards can be used to
encourage children to repeatedly
try fruits and vegetables, and
there is some evidence to suggest
that repeatedly tasting novel
foods increases their accepta-
bility,” Madden said by email.
Madden and colleagues tested the
power of cash prizes at schools
participating in a program called
Food Dudes, which uses role
modeling, repeat tasting and re-
wards for eating fruits and vege-
tables.

The study included 882 stu-
dents offered prizes for eating
more fruits and veggies, 640 chil-
dren who were praised by teach-
ers for doing this and a third
group of 770 kids who didn’t get
any recognition at all based on
their food choices.

At the start of the study, re-
searchers photographed students’
lunch trays before and after meals
for three days to assess what they
were given to eat and how much
they actually consumed. During
this stage, they didn’t specify
how many fruits or vegetables the

children were served.

After that, the researchers
provided all students — including
kids who brought lunch from
home — the same fruits and vege-
tables, with younger children re-
ceiving quarter-cup servings and
older students getting one-third
cup portions. Again, researchers
took before and after pictures to
see how much the children ate.

Then, researchers added re-
wards or praise to the children
assigned to these groups over the
next 16 days. To encourage tast-
ing, students initially received
bite-size portions of new fruits
and vegetables, and portions were
gradually increased.

All of the kids got hand
stamps if they accepted the fruits
and vegetables, and another hand
stamp if they ate each serving.
After lunch, teachers gave cash to
some students with four stamps
and praised others. A control
group of students received the

JOHANNESBURG — South
African archeologists on Thurs-
day officially announced a
“groundbreaking fossil discov-
ery of international impor-
tance”.

The fossils, which consist
of infants, children, adults and
elderly individuals, were found
in a room deep underground
that named by the scientists as
the Dinaledi Chamber, or
“Chamber of Stars”.

The fossils were revealed
for the first time during an in-
ternational launch at the Maro-
peng Visitor’s Centre in the
Cradle of Humankind World
Heritage Site, some 50 km
northwest of Johannesburg.

It has been much anticipat-
ed since Professor Lee Berger,
research professor in the Evolu-
tionary Studies Institute at the
University of Witwatersrand
(Wits) in Johannesburg, and a
team of researchers, cavers and
explorers announced in Novem-
ber 2013 that they had discov-
ered a significant fossil find in a

same portions of fruits and vege-
tables but didn’t get cash or
praise.

Compared with students who
didn’t get any incentives, stu-
dents who got prizes increased
their fruit and vegetable con-
sumption by 0.32 cups, while
kids who received praise con-
sumed 0.21 cups more. Over
about three months, the kids
self-reported their fruit and vege-
table consumption, and teachers
tracked their progress on wall
charts in the classroom, while
continuing to offer prizes or
praise to students in those study
groups.

Then, the rewards stopped.
Researchers checked back with
the kids six months later to see
what they put on their lunch trays
and what they ate and found the
students in the prize group still
ate significantly more fruits and
vegetables than their peers.

It’s possible that the delay

cave known as Rising Star in
the Cradle of Humankind.

The discovery of the new
species of human relative not
only sheds light on the origins
and diversity of our genus, H.
naledi, but also appears to have
intentionally deposited bodies
of its dead in a remote cave
chamber, a behaviour previous-
ly thought limited to humans,
said the Wits in a statement.

The fossils, which have yet
to be dated, lay in a chamber
about 90 meters (some 100
yards) from the cave entrance,
accessible only through a chute
so narrow that a special team of
very slender individuals was
needed to retrieve them.

So far, the team has recov-
ered parts of at least 15 individ-
uals of the same species, a small
fraction of the fossils believed
to remain in the chamber.

“With almost every bone in
the body represented multiple
times, H. naledi is already prac-
tically the best-known fossil
member of our lineage,”

between fruit and vegetable con-
sumption and the delivery of any
reward might have diluted the ef-
fectiveness of the incentives, the
authors acknowledge in the Jour-
nal of the Academy of Nutrition
and Dietetics. It’s also possible
that the students exaggerated how
much they ate when they reported
their own eating habits.

Even when the rewards work
in school, however, this is only
one piece of the puzzle, noted Sa-
mantha Heller, a nutritionist at
New York University’s Center
for Musculoskeletal Care and
Sports Performance who wasn’t
involved in the study.

“Rewarding good behavior
such as healthy eating is a step in
the right direction,” Heller said
by email. But kids don’t eat every
meal at school. “The children still
need strategies for managing
healthy eating choices outside the
cafeteria and when the rewards
stop,” Heller added.—Reuters

Students eat lunch at Salusbury Primary School in northwest London June 11, 2014.—REuTeRs

Berger said.

Speaking on the occasion
of the announcement of the dis-
covery, Deputy President Cyril
Ramaphosa said “today will be
written into the history books as
one of those moments in which
the world learnt something new
and remarkable.”

“The discovery of a new
species of primitive hominin in
our own genus reveals much
about our ancestors.

“In time, it may reveal
much about ourselves,” Rama-
phosa said.

This find will generate in-
terest from beyond the scientif-
ic community as it will inspire
poets and writers to revisit Afri-
ca’s rich oral traditions, and to
imagine ways to retell the story
of mankind’s common ancestry,
he said.

“It will encourage us to en-
quire further about the whole
scope of human existence, the
world around us, and the world
before us,” Ramaphosa add-
ed.—Xinhua

New device
could save
millions from
septic shock

BOSTON, (Mass) — Prostate
cancer, breast cancer and AIDS
are all potentially lethal diseas-
es that affect hundreds of thou-
sands each year. But Sepsis, a
deadly immune response trig-
gered by infection, kills more
people than all of them com-
bined.

According to the National
Institutes of Health, more than
a million people suffer from
sepsis each year in the United
States and between 30-50 per-
cent die from the condition.

Mike Super says there is
no approved therapy for sepsis,
which is why he and a team of
scientists at Harvard’s Wyss
Institute are attempting to de-
velop one.

“The current standard of
therapy is to give antibiotics
and fluids. But what we are
talking about here is treatment
for sepsis and that is what is
missing,” said Super, a senior
staff scientist at Harvard’s
Wyss Institute. According to
Super, what is missing is a way
to rapidly cleanse the blood-
stream of dangerous pathogens
before they trigger a deadly in-
flammatory response that could
damage blood vessels and lead
to organ failure.

The scientists are using a
dialysis system to filter the
blood through a tube filled with
mesh of tiny fibers that are
coated with Super’s secret
weapon - an engineered protein
called fcMBL.—Reuters
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The United Nations General Assembly voted in favor of raising a flag of Palestine at its headquarters in New
York, Sept 10, 2015. The United Nations General Assembly on Thursday voted overwhelmingly to approve
raising Palestinian flag at UN headquarters.—XinHua

UN approves proposal to raise Palestinian flag

UNITED NATIONS — The Unit-
ed Nations General Assembly on
Thursday voted overwhelmingly
to approve raising Palestinian flag
at UN headquarters.

The resolution “decides that
the flags of non-member observ-
er States at the United Nations
maintaining permanent observer
missions at Headquarters shall be
raised at Headquarters and United
Nations offices following the flags
of the States Members of the Unit-
ed Nations.”

A total of 119 countries voted

“yes,” 45 abstained and 8 countries
voted “no.”

In 2012, UN General Assem-
bly granted an update of Pales-
tine’s status to non-member state,
which is an implicit and symbolic
recognition of Palestine’s state-
hood at the UN.

The resolution also requests
the Secretary-General to take nec-
essary measures for the implemen-
tation of this decision during the
70th session of the General As-
sembly and within 20 days of its
adoption.

UN spokesperson Stephane
Dujarric said at the beginning of
this month that the UN will fol-
low the decision of the General
Assembly, adding that “it’s up to
the member states to make that de-
cision.”

After the vote, Palestinian
Ambassador to the UN Riyad
Mansour said the “historic” vote
constitutes the information of the
international community in sup-
port of a just, lasting, comprehen-
sive and peaceful solution to the
question of Palestine.—Xinhua

Indian special court convicts 12 men
|n 2006 Mumbal train blasts case

NEW DELHI —

800 injured.

Forensic officers examine a damaged railway train
compartment hit by bomb blast in Mumbai July 12,
2006.—ReuTERS

An Indian special court on Friday
convicted 12 men in 2006 Mumbiai train blasts case
in which nearly 190 people were killed and over

However, one of the accused has been ac-
quitted by the anti- terror court, while another 15
people, most of whom masterminded the multiple
blasts on local trains in Mumbai, are still on the run.

The 12 convicted in the case were found guilty
of planting bombs inside pressure cookers on local
trains. They are likely to be sentenced later.

The convicted men are all members of home-
grown banned organization, the Students Islamic
Movement of India or SIMI.

It was on the evening of July 11, 2006 when
seven blasts ripped through first-class coaches on

Mumbai’s local trains at rush hour.—Xinhua

Hostages held in LA-area restaurant
as police pursue carjacking suspect

LOS ANGELES — Several peo-
ple were being held hostage in a
Los Angeles-area restaurant late
on Thursday after a suspected
carjacker barricaded himself in-
side the building following a po-
lice chase, law enforcement and
media reported.

The suspect had holed up in-
side a barbecue restaurant in the
city of Downey, in southeast Los
Angeles, police said. A sergeant

on duty would not say how many
people were being held.

Broadcasters KNBC and
KCAI9 said six people were tak-
en hostage.

Video from the scene
showed dozens of police cars and
officers surrounding the building.

The suspect is accused of
carjacking two cars in Los Ange-
les on Thursday, media reported.
The suspect led police on a high-

speed chase that was captured on
live television before the driver
came to a stop at the Downey
restaurant around 7:30 p.m. local
time and jumped out - making a
run for the building.

Customers and staff fled the
restaurant, KNBC said.

Downey police would not
give further details and declined
to immediately give a description
of the suspect.—Reuters
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Venezuela opposition
leader Lopez jailed for
nearly 14 years

CARACAS — Hardline Ven-
ezuelan  opposition  leader
Leopoldo Lopez was jailed on
Thursday for nearly 14 years
on charges of inciting 2014
anti-government protests that
spiralled into violence Killing
more than 40 people.

The ruling enraged foes of
socialist President Nicolas Ma-
duro who say Lopez is an inno-
cent scapegoat, but it brought
cheers from grassroots govern-
ment supporters who view the
US-educated activist as a dan-
gerous conspirator.

After a marathon session
at the heavily guarded Palace
of Justice, judge Susana Barrei-
ros ruled Lopez, 44, who was
arrested in February last year,
had masterminded the violence
and street riots that erupted for
three months.

Though Lopez had public-
ly called for peaceful resistance
to the Maduro government and
was behind bars during most of
the unrest, prosecutors said his
speeches sent subliminal mes-
sages and constituted a call to
violence.

He was ordered to return
to the Ramo Verde military jail
to serve a sentence of 13 years
and nine months.

Lopez’s case has become
a cause celebre for opposi-
tion supporters over what
they deem the Maduro gov-
ernment’s trampling of human
rights. The US government,
the United Nations and inter-
national rights groups had all
called for Lopez’s release.

“This is not only an at-
tack on liberty and legality ...
but also a provocation to the
Venezuelan people,” said Jesus
Torrealba, leader of the oppo-
sition coalition which includes
Lopez’s Popular Will party.

Some Lopez supporters
banged pots and pans in up-
market areas of Caracas, a
traditional form of protest in
Venezuela. Others took to so-

cial media to vent their anger,
hailing Lopez as a Venezuelan
“Nelson Mandela.”

The sentence was a slap in
the face for the United States,
which had been pressing for
his release during a quiet rap-
prochement with Venezuela
over the last few months.

US Assistant Secretary of
State Roberta Jacobson said
she was “deeply troubled” by
the ruling.

Lopez has for years been
one of the most prominent
hardline figures in Venezuela’s
opposition. He was a success-
ful and popular mayor of the
Chacao district of Caracas un-
til 2008.

He is the scion of wealthy
families and a direct descend-
ant of the sister of Latin Amer-
ican independence hero Simon
Bolivar as well as of Venezue-
la’s first president, Cristobal
Mendoza.

That blue blood creates
barriers with the poor, and his
confrontational style puts off
some moderate opposition fig-
ures.

A 2009 US government
cable revealed by WikiLeaks
said that some in the opposi-
tion thought Lopez “arrogant,
vindictive and power-hungry,”
though conceded his “enduring
popularity, charisma and talent
as an organizer.”

Lopez’s critics paint him
as a dangerous radical in the
pocket of Venezuela’s wealthy
elite and the US government.

They point to his at-
tempts to wunseat President
Hugo Chavez in 2002. During
a failed coup attempt, Lopez
helped organise the illegal ar-
rest of one of Chavez’s cabinet
members.

Earlier in the day, Lopez
supporters and government
backers clashed outside the tri-
al, with one opposition activist
dying of a heart attack, accord-
ing to Popular Will.—Reuters

Lilian Tintori (C), wife of jailed opposition leader Leopoldo
Lopez waves to supporters next to Venezuelan National Guards
as she arrives at the courthouse to attend her husband’s trial
in Caracas.—REuTERS
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INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER (7/2015)
(TENDER NO. MPPE/JET Al1/T/2(2015-2016))

1. Open Tender is invited for the Myanma Petroleum Products
Enterprise, the Ministry of Energy for the supply of JET Al
(282,000 bbl + 10%)

2. Tender Closing Date & Time
3. Tender Opening Date & Time
4. Delivery Time

- 24-9-2015, 12:00 Hr
- 24-9-2015 13:00 Hr
- I** November 2015 to
2™ January 2016
5. Tender documents and details information are available at the
Department of Finance, the Myanma Petroleum Products Enter-
prise, Nay Pyi Taw, during office hours commencing 10-9-2015
on payment of Myanmar Kyat One Hundred Thousand (Kyat
100,000.) per set.
6. Only bid from tenderer who has purchased tender document
officially from the Myanma Petroleum Products Enterprise will
be accepted for evaluation.
Managing Director
Myanma Petroleum Products Enterprise
Ministry of Energy, No(6) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw
Contact Phone No.
067-411487/ 411486/411280

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV PIONEER A VOY NO (35)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV PIONEER A
VOY NO (35) are hereby notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 12.9.2015 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of S.P.W (2) where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from
the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S G-LINK EXPRESS PTE LTD.
Phone No: 2301186

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV KOTA TENAGA VOY NO (TGN-301)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA TENAGA
VOY NO (TGN-301) are hereby notified that the vessel
will be arriving on 12.9.2015 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from
the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV ANAN BHUM VOY NO (140N)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV ANAN BHUM
VOY NO (140N) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 12.9.2015 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of H.P.T where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from
the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S COSCO CONTAINER LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV THAI BINH 039 VOY NO (02)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV THAI BINH
039 VOY NO (02) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 13.9.2015 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of A.W.P.T (2) where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from
the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S G-LINK EXPRESS PTE LTD.
Phone No: 2301186
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BAY INFERENCE: Monsoon is moderate in the
Andaman Sea and South Bay and weak elsewhere in
the Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE
12 September, 2015: Rain or thundershowers will be
widespread in Yangon, Ayeyarwady and Taninthayi
Regions, Kayin and Mon States, fairly widespread in
Upper Sagaing Region, Kachin, Shan and Chin States
and scattered in the remaining Regions and States
with likelihood of isolated heavy falls in Taninthayi
Region. Degree of certainty is (100%).

STATE OF THE SEA: Squalls with moderate to
rough sea are likely at times Deltaic, Gulf of Motta-
ma, off and along Mon - Taninthayi Coasts. Surface
wind speed in squalls may reach (30 - 35) m.p.h. Sea
will be moderate elsewhere in Myanmar waters.
OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS:
Thundery activities in the Northern Myanmar areas.

ADVERTISE WITH US!

S CECREN N ETE I
circulating English language daily
newspaper

- We offer competitive ad rates

- Your ad will be seen by a wide and
influential readership

Email: thantunaungnim@gmail.com
Phone: (01) 860 4532

Singapore stands
ready to assist Indonesia
in fighting haze

SINGAPORE — Singapore’s Minister for Defence Ng
Eng Hen on Thursday called his Indonesian counterpart
Ryamizard Ryacudu to reiterate Singapore government’s
offer to assist Indonesia in combating the ongoing forest
fires in Sumatra.

As part of the overall haze assistance package offered
to Indonesia, Singapore’s Ministry of Defence (MINDEF)
and Singapore Armed Forces (SAF) have placed on stand-
by a C-130 aircraft for cloud seeding operations, a Chi-
nook helicopter with a water bucket for aerial fire-fight-
ing, and up to two C-130 aircraft to ferry Singapore Civil
Defence Force (SCDF) fire-fighting assistance team.

SAF stands ready to support and assist the Indonesian
military, which has been deployed to put out the fires, ac-
cording to the minister.—Xinhua
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PICTURE OF THE DAY

A Bavarian boy escorts cows during the traditional “Almabtrieb” in Oberstaufen, about 180km (110 miles) south of
Munich, Germany, September 11, 2015. At the end of the summer season, farmers move their herds down from the
Alps to the valley into winter pastures.—REuTERs

Stair car hits plane at Vietham’s biggest airport

HO CHI MINH CITY —
A stair car on Friday ran into
the wing of an Airbus plane
operated by Jetstar Pacific, in
the latest collision between a
ground service vehicle and
an aircraft in Vietnam, local
online newspaper Tuoi Tre
(Youth) News reported.

The Jetstar Pacific flight
BL570 was about to taxi at
Tan Son Nhat International
Airport in Ho Chi Minh City
on Friday morning when the
stair car hit its left wing and
damaged its tip.

The flight bound for
the Central Highlands city

of Buon Ma Thuot was thus
delayed and passengers had
to leave the aircraft to wait
for its repairs.

A Jetstar Pacific rep-
resentative confirmed that
the ground service vehicle
is also under its manage-
ment, adding that the wing

of the Airbus plane was only
slightly damaged.

The airline says the ac-
cident was not serious and it
took only two to three hours
to fix the components with
support from the French
planemaker’s technical
team.—Xinhua
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Sofia Vergara, Kaley Cuoco
are hlghest paid TV actresses
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Sofia Vergara and Kaley Cuoco.—PTI

LOS ANGELES — “Modern
Family” star Sofia Vergara and
Kaley Cuoco of “The Big Bang
Theory” fame have been an-
nouced as the highest-paid ac-

tresses of 2015.

Vergara, 43, and 29-year-old
Cuoco took the top spot in 2015
Forbes list of highest paid TV
actresses for earning USD 28.5

million each before tax, reported
Aceshowbiz.

Vergara has topped the list
for the past four years. Cuoco
earned USD 1 million per episode
on the hit CBS comedy between
June 1, 2014 to June 1, 2015.

On the second position is
Vergara’s “Modern Family”
co-star Julie Bowen. “Grey’s
Anatomy” actress Ellen Pom-
peo is third. Emily Deschanel of
“Bones” have made it to the list
forthe first time at 11th position
for earing USD 6.5 million.

Other popular names, who
are part of the top 14 include — Ju-
lianna Margulies, Amy Poehler,
Mindy Kaling, Kerry Washington,
Patricia Heaton, Robin Wright
and Zooey Deschanel. —PTI

Singer and former Texas governor
candidate, still Kinky in comeback album

Texas Independent gubernatorial candidate Kinky Friedman addresses
supporters during his election night party at Scholz Garten in Austin,
Texas, in this November 7, 2006 file photo.—REeuTERs

NASHVILLE — After more than
three decades, the unconven-
tional politician, friend of two
presidents, mystery novelist, an-
imal lover and singer-songwriter
Kinky Friedman is making some-
thing of a recording comeback.

“It’s 32 (years), but say 39,
either way, it’s a long time,”
Friedman, who ran as an inde-
pendent for Texas governor in
2006, said in a telephone inter-
view from his Texas ranch.

The politically incorrect for-
mer leader of the Texas Jewboys
is releasing a new album, “The
Loneliest Man I Ever Met,” on
Oct. 2. Most of the songs on the
record are by people he admires
such as Bob Dylan, Lerner and

‘ n n n ,
Pacific Rim 2

LOS ANGELES —
The production of Guillermo del
Toro-directed sequel to “Pacific
Rim” has reportedly been de-
layed.

The production, scheduled to

take place in Toronto, would not
start until next year, reported Ace

Loewe, Tom Waits and Warren
Zevon.

“These aren’t covers. They
are interpretations,” said Fried-
man whose previous songs in-
clude “They Ain’t Making Jews
Like Jesus Anymore.”

“I suffer from the curse of
being multi-talented,” said Fried-
man.

“If you are writing novels
and developing them for a TV
series, run an animal rescue and
then throw in politics, it definitely
might have thrown me off track
as far as a consistent recording
career,” said the man who lists
Bill Clinton, George W. Bush
and thousands of rescued animals
as friends.

Friedman, 70, vows to be
less-multi-talented and focus in-
stead on writing, performing and
recording material - from the
melancholy to the satirical to the
sardonic. All of the traits apply to
the collection.

He ran for Texas governor in
2006, saying he wanted to be in
the governor’s mansion because
he needed more closet space,
coming in third with 12.5 percent
of the votes.

In 2014 he tried unsuccess-
fully to win the Democratic nom-
ination for Texas agricultural
commissioner, making promises
to legalize marijuana if he got the
seat.

Even in his political years,
Friedman continued writing in-
stallments in his 20-novel mys-
tery series involving a Jewish pri-
vate eye named Kinky Friedman
who gives up the country-singing
life to become a Greenwich Vil-
lage gumshoe. In this interview
from his Texas ranch — a part
of which contains Utopia Ani-
mal Rescue Ranch — Friedman
laughed when talking about the
first track on the album. “Bloody
Mary Morning” features Fried-
man in a duet with Willie Nelson,
the song’s writer.

“The only time I smoke dope
is with Willie. 1t’s kind of a form
of Texas etiquette. I got so high,
I needed a step ladder to scratch
my ass.”—Reuters

production delayed until 2016

Showbiz. To this point, there is no
confirmation on the reason of the
delay or what month it will begin.

“Pacific Rim 2” is consider-
ably a long-gestating project. del
Toro was already talking about
the sequel before the first movie
arrived in theatres.

The follow-up was con-
firmed in November 2014 and
seven months later del Toro said
he had planned a great storyline
with epic battle at the end of the
movie.

Legendary Pictures is yet to
respond to the report.—PTI
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My daughter makes
me a better person:
Reese W|therspoon

Actress Reese Witherspoon.—REuTers

LONDON — Actress Reese
Witherspoon credits her daughter
Ava for making her a better per-
son each day.

The 39-year-old actress,
shared a cute happy birthday post
on Instagram as her daughter
turned 16, reported Hello! mag-
azine. Reese posted a side-by-
side photo of Ava as a little girl,
and now. “Wow! My sweet girl
turns 16 today. | am so blessed to

have such a kind, compassionate,
brilliant, artistic, all-around won-
derful daughter who makes me
a better person every day,” she
wrote.

The “Wild” actress was 23
when she gave birth to Ava, af-
ter tying the knot with her “The
Cruel Intentions” co-star Ryan.
The couple, who also have a son
together separated in October
2006.—PTI

Taiwan picks Cannes-winning
“Assassin” for 2016 Oscars

TAIPEI — Taiwan’s Motion Pic-
ture and Drama Association has
entered Taiwanese director Hou
Hsiao-hsien’s acclaimed martial
arts film “The Assassin” in the
2016 Academy Award for Best
Foreign Language Film.
According to a statement
released by the association on
Wednesday, “The Assassin”
stood out among 13 candidates
thanks to “its high degree of pro-
ficiency in cinematography, light-
ing, arts and character shaping,
which succeeded in demonstrat-
ing natural personalities of people

in a classic setting.”

“The director shows great
ambition in creating a new film
language style,” the statement
read.

Set in ancient China, the film
tells about a general’s daughter
named Nie Yinniang who was
trained by a nun to become an as-
sassin. The film won Hou Hsiao-
hsien the best director award at
the Cannes Film Festival in May.
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Drag-
on” directed by Ang Lee is the
only Taiwanese film crowned by
the Oscars.—Xinhua

Director Hou Hsiao-Hsien (C), actress Shu Qi (L), and actor Chang
Chen attend a press conference to promote the movie “The Assas-
sin” in Taipei, southeast China’s Taiwan, Aug. 7, 2015. The movie is
to be screened on Aug. 28 in Taiwan.—XINHUA
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South Korean grandparents demand more resources for child care

SEOUL — Ock Mi-eun, 57, has
been taking care of her grandson
since he was bhorn two years ago
so that her daughter could return to
work. She receives 1 million won
($830) a month for her services.

It is not unusual for South
Koreans to pay their parents to
take care of their children. But
the number doing so is on the rise
and the arrangement has become
more professional-like as parents
increasingly pay the equivalent of
full babysitting rates.

“You’ve left your child with
someone else, it’s only being re-
sponsible to pay some compensa-
tion,” said Ock, who picks up her
grandson from his morning daycare
and looks after him until his moth-
er retrieves him in the evenings.
Childcare classes for the elderly,
rare before 2013, have cropped
up at public health centers. They
typically teach the resuscitation
technique CPR, infant massage,
feeding and playing with children.

“They’re very eager to learn
modern-day childcare because so
much has changed from their time,
and they don’t want to be looked

down on by their children,” said
Song Geum-re, who lectures at
childcare classes for the elderly.

The trend is being driven by
changes in South Korea’s popu-
lation — the fastest-ageing in the
world. A record share of women
work and a high rate of poverty
among the elderly means many
older people need the income.

Even though government data
shows almost 53 percent of women
work, that level is low compared
with other member countries in the
Organisation for Economic Co-op-
eration and Development.

As of April 2014, 22.4 per-
cent of all married women aged
15 to 54 in South Korea had quit
their jobs due to marriage, child-
birth or childcare, government
data shows.

New mothers are often de-
terred from returning to work by
a lack of day care, where demand
far outstrips available places. A
ruling party lawmaker said last
year there were 11 children for
every day care spot available and
in the more sought-after govern-
ment facilities the ratio was 47 to

one. The share of families whose
children were looked after by
grandparents rose to 35.1 percent
in 2012, the last year for which
government data is available, from
31.9 percent in 2009.

A survey by the Gyeonggido
Family and Women’s Research
Institute in 2011 showed nearly 80
percent of 300 grandparents who
regularly took care of their grand-
children were paid.

Suh Moon-hee, a visiting re-
search fellow at the Korea Institute
for Health and Social Affairs, said
paying grandparents for childcare
is not new but the prevalence and
the amounts paid have risen, sug-
gesting a more professional ar-
rangement.

“In the past, if South Koreans
paid a third of what they would
have paid visiting babysitters be-
cause they regularly gave their par-
ents financial support.

Now they pay them full wag-
es,” she said. “It’s more of a trans-
action for services.” For many
families, enlisting grandparents to
look after young children has mu-
tual benefits.

An instructor gives a lecture during a child care class for grandparents

in Seoul, South Korea, September 1, 2015.—REeuteERrs

Compensation for childcare
can be a key source of income for
elderly people in South Korea,
where government data shows that
49 percent of those aged 66 and
above live in poverty.

One Seoul district began pay-
ing monthly stipends in 2011 to
grandparents who regularly take
care of their young grandchildren.
A lack of funding has derailed sim-
ilar initiatives elsewhere.

The new professionalism
among grandparent carers even
shares some traits with daycare
centers. Many grandparents are
strict about working hours, Song
said, with some cutting off service
at 6 p.m. sharp.

“Grandparents exchange in-
formation amongst their friends,
who’s being given how much and
whatnot. It’s all business-like,” she
said.—Reuters

Bannister’s record-breaking shoes sold for $412,000

LONDON — The pair of running
shoes worn by Roger Bannister
when the Briton ran the first sub-
four minute mile in 1954 were
sold by auctioneers Christie’s
on Thursday for 266,500 pounds
($412,062.30).

The black kangaroo leather
shoes, with six spikes on each

sole, were accompanied by a let-
ter of provenance signed by Ban-
nister, 86, who was selling them
to benefit charitable causes.

Expected to fetch between
30,000-50,000 pounds, they were
bought by an anonymous bidder
at the “‘Out of the Ordinary’ sale
in London.

“These shoes are the last
tangible link | have with the
four-minute mile,” Bannister had
said before the sale. “All my tro-
phies are now on display at Pem-
broke College, Oxford, where |
was Master.

“They served me great pur-
pose, I’m grateful to them. I think

Surfer Shawn Dollar says barely made
it back to shore after breaking neck

LOS ANGELES — Big-wave
surfer Shawn Dollar, who broke
his neck in four places during a
wipeout earlier this week, said in
an interview published on Thurs-
day that he immediately lost feel-
ing in his arms and legs and didn’t
know if he could make it back to
shore.

Dollar, who holds the world
record for the largest wave ever
paddled into, suffered the neck
injuries, along with head trauma,
when he struck a large rock after
wiping out on Monday while surf-
ing along the Central California
coast. Despite the four fractures,
Dollar somehow avoided paralysis
as he initially had feared.

“l heard the breaks in my
neck, and | immediately wasn’t
sure if | was paralyzed,” Dollar,
34, told People magazine in an

interview the magazine said was
conducted from his hospital bed,
where the pro surfer has been fitted
with a neck brace.

The married father of two said
in the interview that immediately
after hitting the boulder, he lost
feeling in his arms and legs and
faced the daunting task of getting
back to shore. “I barely had the
strength to move, let alone get on
my board and paddle out and climb
over rocks to shore,” he said. “It
was just like | was in a cauldron of
rocks with waves breaking on me.
With a broken neck, | was like, ‘I
don’t know if I’m going to be able
to get myself out of here.””

Dollar said he used all the
strength he had left to make it back
to shore, needing help to walk
nearly a mile (1.6 km) through ra-
vines and up steep trails before he

could be driven to a local hospital.
He will have to wear the collar for
at least two months before begin-
ning rehabilitation for his injuries.
“Luckily the break isn’t struc-
tural. | didn’t damage my spinal
column,” Dollar told the magazine.
“I have to remain really still. I have
to keep my movement down to a
minimum so that | don’t injure my-
self to a point where 1I’m paralyzed.
It’s still a very delicate situation.”
According to the Guinness
Book of World Records, Dollar
made history when he dropped in
on a 61-foot (18.6-meter) wave at
the Cortes Bank, a reef 100 miles
(160 km) west of San Diego. Dol-
lar was in the water with big-wave
surfer Sion Milosky at the famed
Maverick’s break south of San
Francisco in 2011 when Milosky
was killed in a wipeout.—Reuters
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it’s the right time to part with
them and | plan to give part of the
proceeds to the Autonomic Char-
itable Trust (ACT) which en-
courages the area of neurological
research to which | have devoted
most of my life,” he added.
“Other worthwhile causes in
which | have an interest will also

benefit.”

Bannister wore the shoes on
May 6, 1954 at Oxford’s Iffley
Road cinder track when he ran
the mile in three minutes 59.4
seconds.

A program from the meeting,
with pencil notes for the race,
fetched 4,375 pounds.—Reuters
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LONDON — After failing to
score in their opening two home
league games for the first time in
36 years, Arsenal will be looking
for their first goals and their first
win at the Emirates Stadium this
season when they play Stoke City
on Saturday.

Manager Arsene Wenger has
been roundly criticised by many
of the club’s fans for failing to
strengthen his team during the
transfer window, especially in at-
tack.

Arsenal are sixth in the ta-
ble with seven points from their
opening four matches that include
a 2-1 victory at Crystal Palace, a
1-0 win at Newcastle and a goal-
less draw with Liverpool.

But two of those three goals
were own goals, and Arsenal ap-
pear to have a lack of firepower
up front with Danny Welbeck’s
injured knee keeping him out of
the side at least until Christmas
time.

Including their 1-0 win over
Chelsea in the Community Shield
in August, Arsenal have only
scored four goals in five games
so far.

Wenger though, defended his
transfer policy on Thursday, say-
ing he was satisfied with his squad

Mayweather legacy

HOULD Floyd Mayweath-
Ser Jr end his boxing career

on Saturday as planned, his
legacy will be underpinned by
the extraordinary numbers he has
brought to the sport, says former
world heavyweight champion
Evander Holyfield.

Mayweather has said that
his welterweight title defence
against fellow American Andre
Berto will be his final fight and
should he win, as is widely ex-
pected, he would match the 49-0
record of former heavyweight
great Rocky Marciano.

Should it turn out to be
his farewell appearance in the
ring, he would bow out as box-
ing’s richest ever prize fighter,
having set records in the sport
when it comes to annual earn-
ings, pay-per-view buys and
gate receipts.

“Mayweather

has made

“Mayweather

has made more

money than

anybody else

In the game of

boxing.”
—Holyfield
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Arsenal have enough attacking
options, insists Arsene Wenger

Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger.
REeuTeRs

and had plenty of options in attack
too. “I have made over 300 trans-
fers and every time the decision
you make is do you buy the player
to strengthen your squad, or not.

“The solutions we had were
not convincing at all and in the
end you do not buy to give wrong
hopes.

“You want to buy because
the players who come in can help
your squad to be stronger.

“Buying and selling is one
way to strengthen your team but
it is not your only way.”

Welbeck, scored only four
league goals in his first season at
Arsenal following his move from
Manchester United just over a
year ago, but knows where the net
is as his 14 goals in 33 England
appearances prove.

Without him, the burden
falls on Olivier Giroud, who

more money than anybody else
in the game of boxing,” Holy-
field, who has been crowned
world heavyweight champion a
record five times, told Reuters.

“He’s brought the game up
in a way that no other fighter ever
has. He took boxing and turned
it to a whole other level, whether
people believe it or not.

“l don’t think we ever
thought a welterweight or a mid-
dleweight would make more
money than a heavyweight but
that is what this man has done.”

Mayweather, 38, topped the
Forbes list of the world’s 100
highest-paid celebrities in June
with an estimated $300 million
in earnings over the previous 12
months.

Holyfield, who had a career
record of 44-10-2 with one no
contest when he finally retired in
June 2014, expressed mixed feel-
ings over Mayweather’s legacy

as a fighter.
“He is undefeated, which
speaks for itself,” said the

52-year-old American, who was
nicknamed ‘The Real Deal’ for
his own exploits in the ring. “He
can fight. He’s everything that a
lot of people may not give him
credit for.

“But he has done things his
own way, which has been good
but has been bad too. When you

has scored once this season,
and Alexis Sanchez, who hasn’t
scored any, as Wenger’s senior
front two, although Theo Walcott,
Santi Cazorla and Aaron Ramsey
have consistently backed up with
goals from midfield in the past.

Wenger said Arsenal did
want to sign a forward but
couldn’t find one to improve the
squad.

“It’s about finding an effi-
cient solution,” he said. “They
don’t just drop down from heav-
en.” Asked about Giroud’s start
to the season — he was jeered by
French fans for a series of missed
chances in France’s friendly
against Serbia on Monday — he
replied: “T have confidence in the
ability and quality of our strikers.

“Of course I’'m confident that
I have enough cover and enough
quality.”

The last time Arsenal failed
to score in their opening two
league matches was in the old
First Division in August 1979
when they lost 2-0 to Ipswich
Town and drew 0-0 with Man-
chester United at Highbury — the
same sequence they have had this
season with a 2-0 loss to West
Ham followed by the draw with
Liverpool.—Reuters

SPORT
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opportunity to

Ko Moe

YANGON — The Interna-
tional Basketball Federation
(FIBA) plans to conduct a
basketball umpiring course at
Aung San Gymnasium on 19
September with the aim of im-
proving skills of players and
umpires in Myanmar.

“FIBA in its plan will
provide the umpiring course
for development of basket-
ball standard in Myanmar,”

Myanmar trainees to get

basketball umpiring course

attend

said Daw Ohnmar Aung,
Joint Secretary of Myanmar
Basketball Federation, on 11
September.

She added that the feder-
ation had informed 42 basket-
ball umpires from regions and
states of attending the course.

The trainees must study
theoretical and practical sub-
jects from 19 to 25 September.

FIBA conducted the bas-
ketball umpiring courses in
Myanmar in 2013.—GNLM

Chelsea’s Courtois set to miss
Everton game with injury

LONDON — Chelsea goal-
keeper Thibaut Courtois has
injured his knee and is likely
to miss the champions’ visit to
Goodison Park to take on Ever-
ton on Saturday, British media
reported.

The Belgium internation-
al returned to Chelsea fully fit
after international duty, but
limped out of his first practise
session on Wednesday.

The 23-year-old could be

facing an extended period on
the sidelines and the club will
discover the full extent of the
problem after more tests are
conducted on Thursday.
Chelsea, who lie 13th in
the table on four points from
four games, can bring in As-
mir Begovic as a replacement,
having signed the former Stoke
City keeper in the close season
after Petr Cech departed for Ar-
senal.—Reuters

a numbers game Holyfield

Undefeated WBC/WBA welterweight champion Floyd Mayweather Jr.
speaks during a news conference at MGM Grand Hotel & Casino in Las
Vegas September 9, 2015.—ReuTeRS

talk about being the undisput-
ed champion, he has never been
an undisputed champion, but he
claimed to be it.”

Mayweather is widely re-
garded as one of the best de-
fensive fighters of all time, and
prides himself on his ability to
evade punishment with his skil-
ful movement about the ring
while making continual adjust-
ments against opponents on the
fly.

However, he has been a po-
larising figure throughout his ca-
reer because of his arrogance and
flamboyant showmanship, and

has occasionally been criticised
for selecting opponents when
they are past their prime.

“The rules and regulations
should determine what a fighter
is, more so than opinion,” said
Holyfield, who first became un-
disputed heavyweight champion
in 1990 with a three-round stop-
page of Buster Douglas.

“Whatever the undisputed
champion means is that you are
the best if there are three belts
and you’ve got all three belts,
then it is undeniable that you are
the best fighter in that weight di-
vision.

“But if you choose to fight
whoever you want to fight and
you say ‘I’m going to waive this
belt’, then it takes something
away from the game of boxing,”
he added, in a veiled criticism of
Mayweather.

Holyfield, who also domi-
nated the cruiserweight division
before moving up to heavy-
weight, spoke to Reuters after
celebrating National Alumni
Day earlier this week for the
Boys and Girls Clubs of Ameri-
ca (BGCA).

The youngest of nine chil-
dren, he credits the Boys Club
in Atlanta for paving the way for
his boxing career and teaching
him the value of strong character
and sportsmanship.

“l don’t know if I could have
been a champion if it wasn’t for
the Boys Club,” said Holyfield,
who is one of 16 million BGCA
alumni. “I went there for a whole
year and it changed my life, it
changed my whole perspective
on a lot of things.

“My coach, who was 70
years old, told me that I could be
like Muhammad Ali. And I told
him, ‘I am just eight years old.’
But I believed him.

“That sports club had an
award for the person who showed
good conduct... and I became the
person that I am today.”—Reuters
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