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Yangon — Myanma Insur-
ance launched a new credit guar-
antee insurance service scheme 
for small and medium-sized en-
terprises on September 1 that 
provides, Deputy Finance Minis-
ter Dr Maung Maung Thein said 
on Friday.

The ministry officially an-
nounced the new policy of re-
quiring collateral from SMEs in 
order to obtain a loan during a 
press conference at Myanma In-
surance’s head office in Yangon 
on 4 September.

“Banks will have the right to 
offer loans with or without col-
lateral,” Dr Maung Maung Thein 
said. 

The Small and Medium 
Industrial Development Bank 
(SMIDB) is likely to provide 
more than K9 billion (US$7 mil-
lion) in loans to SMEs through 
the new scheme, with a 9.5 per-
cent interest rate that includes 
service charges, its Managing Di-
rector U Sann Maung said.

In June 2014, the state-owned 
insurance firm began selling loan 
insurance to encourage the ex-
pansion of the SMEs, which is a 
key driver of the country’s eco-
nomic growth, Dr Maung Maung 
Thein added. 

However there was very little 
interest from bankers, who were 
reluctant to provide loans with-
out collateral. The previous credit 
guarantee insurance scheme grants 
the bank to provide only non-col-
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A worker makes traditional earthen jars in Twantay, Yangon Region.—Photo: Aye Min Soe
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lateral loan for SMEs.
Should an SME be unable to 

repay the loan, local banks may 
now lodge a claim with Myanma 
Insurance, which will reimburse 

lenders for losses up to 60 percent 
of the total loan from the SME.

Some banks have already 
shown interest in granting loans 
to SMEs, Dr Maung Maung 

Thein said.
The SMIDB, which mainly 

offers loans to SMEs, has already 
granted nearly K22 billion loans 
to more than 400 SMEs.

Under the new scheme, bor-
rowers will pay a 2 percent pre-
mium for collateral loans and a 3 
percent premium for non-collat-
eral loans.—GNLM

Myanmar flood damage underestimated by media and donors, says UN
YANGON — The damage caused by 
heavy storms, floods and landslides 
across nearly all provinces in Myanmar 
are expected to severely limit the avail-
ability of food if aid is not provided to 
farmers soon, the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organisation warned on 
Thursday. 

“Now that the water is receding, we 
need to act swiftly to help rural commu-
nities get back on their feet, providing 
them the seeds, equipment and other 
support they need to grow food, raise 
animals, restore their livelihoods and 
build their resilience to future shocks,” 

said Bui Thi Lan, FAO Representative in 
Myanmar.

“Having seen the scale of it first 
hand, it’s stunning that this emergency 
situation is widely being underestimated 
by global media and international do-
nors,” she added.

FAO has called for “urgent support” 
to help Myanmar recover from a month 
of extreme monsoon weather that was 
worsened by Cyclone Komen at the end 
of July. More than 1.6 million people 
have been affected, with 385,000 house-
holds displaced — with thousands more 
left homeless by landslides. An estimat-

ed 1.4 million acres of farmland has been 
damaged since July.  

The deluge also destroyed some 
972,000 acres of standing crops — 
mostly rice paddies — as well as 36,000 
acres of fish and shrimp ponds and 
some 20,000 head of cattle, said the UN  
agency. 

The FAO also stressed the need to 
provide assistance to farmers in repairing 
damage to drainage infrastructure and 
animal shelters and providing farmers 
with fingerlings and other inputs. It add-
ed that in heavy-hit areas, farmers will 
need to rebuild their farms from scratch.

Severe damage to roads, bridges 
and railways is making the ongoing re-
lief and recovery efforts challenging for 
NGOs and the Government of Myanmar. 
Many UN agencies are also reporting 
funding shortfalls that prevent them from 
responding to the best of their abilities.

FAO is preparing the distribution 
of rice, pulses and winter crops that 
can be planted as soon as the dry sea-
son starts in October. Other likely in-
terventions include vaccination drives 
for cattle and the distribution of animal 
feed to help farmers keep their herds 
healthy.—GNLM

new SME loan scheme
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At the invitation of H.E. Xi 
Jinping, President of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, H.E U 
Thein Sein, President of the Re-
public of the Union of Myanmar, 
attended the events to commem-
orate the 70th Anniversary of 
Victory of the World Anti-Fas-
cist War held in China on 2-4 
September 2015. President Xi 
Jinping and President U Thein 
Sein had in-depth exchanges of 
views and reached important 
consensus on further advancing 
China-Myanmar comprehensive 
strategic and cooperative part-
nership and deepening cooper-
ation and friendly exchanges on 
all fronts. Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang also met President U 
Thein Sien.

Both sides spoke highly 
of the traditional “Pauk-Phaw” 
friendship between China and 
Myanmar, and agreed that since 

the establishment of diplomat-
ic relations 65 years ago, the 
two countries have achieved 
remarkable progress in bilateral 
relations in firm commitment to 
the Five Principles of Peaceful 
Co-existence and on the basis of 
mutual trust, mutual benefit and 
win-win cooperation. The two 
sides reiterated that they would 
take the fundamental interests of 
the peoples of the two countries 
as the top priority, adopt a stra-
tegic and long-term perspective 
in moving China-Myanmar re-
lations in the right direction, and 
continue the tradition of stand-
ing together through thick and 
thin and supporting each other 
for greater stability and develop-
ment of both countries.

Myanmar extended heartfelt 
gratitude to China for its timely 
and effective assistance provided 
in the wake of the recent massive 

flood that hit Myanmar. China 
expressed its readiness to contin-
ue providing assistance to Myan-
mar’s disaster relief and recon-
struction efforts, and supporting 
Myanmar’s economic and social 
development as well as improve-
ment of people’s livelihood.

Myanmar expressed its 
sympathy and condolences to 
the victims and affected people 
for the loss of lives and injuries 
in the wake of the recent Tianjin 
Warehouse incident. 

The two sides agreed to 
maintain exchanges of high-lev-
el visits and increase friendly 
exchanges and cooperation at all 
levels between political parties, 
government, militaries, locali-
ties and peoples. The two sides 
agreed to promote trade and 
economic cooperation under the 
principle of equality and mutual 
benefit; increase cooperation in 

infrastructure connectivity be-
tween ports, roads, railways, etc, 
under the “Belt and Road” Ini-
tiative and the Bangladesh-Chi-
na-Myanmar-India (BCIM) 
Economic Corridor Cooperation 
Framework; make full use of 
the China-Myanmar Agriculture 
Cooperation Committee and the 
inter-governmental power coop-
eration mechanism between the 
two countries to enhance coop-
eration in agriculture, power pro-
duction capacity, finance etc, for 
common development and the 
well-being of the two peoples. 

Both sides agreed to ensure 
the success of activities in cele-
bration of the 65th Anniversary 
of China-Myanmar diplomat-
ic relations and hold exchange 
programs such as “One Hundred 
Myanmar Youngsters visiting 
China”, carry out and expand 
people-to-people exchanges 

in various forms, and advance 
friendly exchanges and cooper-
ation in areas of culture, educa-
tion, media, sports, health, reli-
gion, etc. to continuously deepen 
the friendship between the two 
peoples.

China expressed support 
for Myanmar in choosing a de-
velopment path that suits its 
own national conditions. China 
expressed its sincere hope that 
Myanmar could enjoy political 
stability, economic growth, eth-
nic solidarity and social harmo-
ny. Myanmar appreciated Chi-
na’s positive role in promoting 
the peace process in Myanmar 
and welcomed China’s contin-
ued constructive efforts in that 
process. Both sides agreed to 
step up cooperation in border 
management and work together 
to maintain peace and stability in 
the border areas. 

Myanmar, China agree to step up cooperation in border management 
and work together to maintain peace and stability in border areas

YANGON — Swedish multina-
tional retail-clothing company 
H&M has welcomed the intro-
duction of a national minimum 
wage in Myanmar, which was set 
at K3,600 (US$2.80) on 28 Au-
gust.

Establishing an indus-
try-wide minimum wage is es-
sential for sustainable economic 
growth – not only for the coun-
try’s garments and textiles in-

H&M welcomes minimum wage, will promote industrial relations
dustry but for the country as a 
whole, said the world’s second 
largest global clothing retailer in 
its ‘Sustainability   Update’ pub-
lished Wednesday.

H&M said that it supports 
the idea of reassessing the sum of 
the minimum wage on an annual 
basis, with input provided by a 
multitude of stakeholders, it said 
in a joint letter sent to the govern-
ment. 

H&M, which has stores in 57 
countries and employs more than 
137,000 workers, also recently 
met with Myanmar’s Ministry 
of Labour. It conveyed its sup-
port for workers being paid a fair 
living wage, and said that skilled 
workers should have the opportu-
nity to renegotiate wages at regu-
lar intervals.

“We believe that meaningful 
collective bargaining is very im-

portant and are looking at ways 
to strengthen it. Workers’ ability 
to organise and negotiate their 
rights is key to improve working 
conditions. That is why we have 
set industrial relations as one of 
our main areas of focus for sus-
tainability activities and will 
launch a project to strengthen in-
dustrial relations in Myanmar in 
2015.”

Myanmar’s national mini-

mum wage committee carried out 
a survey of 22,000 households in 
108 townships across the country 
to calculate average living costs 
among low-income workers. 

Several rounds of negotia-
tions with the government, la-
bour organisations, employers 
and workers were held before a 
minimum wage of K 3,600 was 
proposed and subsequently ac-
cepted.— GNLM

Nay Pyi Taw — Election 
candidate U Sai Kyaw Zaw has 
successfully appealed against 
a decision not to allow him to 
stand for election in his constit-
uency in Mandalay, the Union 
Election Commission said on 
Friday.

After hearing submissions 
from the regional election 
sub-commission and assess-
ment team, a UEC panel granted 
U Sai Kyaw Saw permission, 
which had initially been denied 
by the Mandalay Region Elec-
tion Sub-commission.—MNA

UEC allows barred 
candidate’s appeal

Local residents join opening ceremony of Pantaput Bridge in Maubin Township.—mna

Nay Pyi Taw—One hundred 
trafficked Myanmar citizens will 
be flown back to Yangon on char-
tered flights from Ambon Island 
in Indonesia on Saturday, the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has 
said.

Officials said that some of 
the men had been enslaved on the 
fishing trawlers for years and that 

Myanmar citizenship has been 
verified in each case. 

An embassy delegation led 
by Myanmar’s Ambassador to In-
donesia has secured lost earnings 
for 80 men and will continue to 
negotiate on behalf of the other 
men. During May and June, 514 
seamen were sent back Myanmar 
by chartered aircraft.—MNA

Plan for Myanmar seamen in Indonesia 
return with chartered aircraft

New bridge opens in Ayeyawady Region

Yangon — A new bridge link-
ing Maubin Township in Ay-
eyawady Region and Thongwa in 
Yangon Region was opened to the 
public on Friday.

The bridge has been named 

Pantaput and was built at a cost 
of K3.8 billion to provide bet-
ter transport links between the 
two regions, said the Ministry 
of Livestock, Fisheries and Ru-
ral Development, who funded  

its construction. 
The bridge is 720 ft long and 

24 ft wide bridge and can withstand 
60 tonne loads.The Ministry of 
Construction first began construct-
ing it in August last year.—MNA

President U Thein Sein attended the events to commemorate the 70th Anniversary of Victory of the World Anti-Fascist War in Beijing, the People’s Republic of China, 
on 3 September at the invitation of Xi Jinping, President of the People’s Republic of China.

The Myanmar-China Joint Press Release was issued after President U Thein Sein held discussions with the President and Premier of the People’s Republic of China 
on 4 September.
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Correction
Please read U Tha Aung 

Nyun instead of U Aung Tha 
Nyun in the news at the headline  
“U Aung Tha Nyun concur-
rently accredited as Ambassa-
dor to Nigeria” on page 3 of 
this daily issued on 4-9-2015. 
Error is regretted.—GNLM

President U Thein Sein shakes hands with Chinese President Mr. Xi Jinping.—IPRD

Nay Pyi Taw — Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Servic-
es Senior General Min Aung 
Hlaing attended the opening 
ceremony of a renovated school 
building at Latha Basic Educa-
tion High School No-1 in Yan-
gon’s Latha Township on Fri-
day. 

During his address, Senior 
General Min Aung Haling said 
that teaching methods should 
diversify and that producing 

well rounded students who are 
skilled at physical activities as 
well as academic pursuits is key 
to enhancing educational stand-
ards. 

The senior general unveiled 
a stone plaque at the entrance of 
the new school building. He also 
donated 500 books on various 
subjects and 10 computers. 

The cost of renovating the 
two-storey building was K390 
million.—Myawady

Commander-in-Chief opens 
renovated school in Latha

Advanced voting for military will be transparent: UEC

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing delivers speech at opening of new 
school building at Latha BEHS No 1.—Myawady

THE Union Election Commis-
sion has begun preparations to 
ensure that the advanced votes of 
military personnel is in accord-
ance with electoral rules and reg-
ulations aimed at ensuring trans-
parency, said U Tin, the chairman 
of the commission. 

During a meeting with a del-
egation led by Mr Daniel R. Rus-
sel, Assistant Secretary of State 
for East Asian and Pacific Affairs 
of the United States in Nay Pyi 
Taw on Friday, U Tin Aye said 
that the UEC has already begun 
coordinating with the Tatmadaw 
for allowing official observers 
and members of the media to 
witness balloting by members of 
the Tatmadaw, reported a news 
release from Myanmar News 
Agency (MNA).

The meeting focused on a 
number of other issues related 
to the upcoming general election 
on 8 November, such as ensuring 
voting rights for all eligible vot-
ers by compiling an accurate vot-
ers’ list, scrutinising candidates, 
avoiding the politicisation of re-
ligion and the 25 percent quota of 
parliamentary seats held by mili-
tary personnel.

President meets 
Chinese counterpart 
in Beijing
Beijing — President U Thein 
Sein, who attended the 70th An-
niversary of the Victory of the 
World Anti-Fascist War, met 
China’s President Mr Xi Jinping 
at the Great Hall of the People in 
Tiananmen Square in Beijing on 
Friday.

The two leaders discussed 
recovery plans for flood victims, 
a 900-million-yuan assistance-
project for the construction of 
flood prevention facilities in My-
anmar’s lower delta region, the 
promotion of bilateral relations, 
border stability and cooperation 
in economics and trade.

President U Thein Sein also 
met separately with Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang, with dis-
cussions focusing on improved 
relationships between Myanmar 
and China and ASEAN and Chi-
na, bilateral youth exchange pro-
grammes, and the development 
of the Kyaukpyu special econom-
ic zone.

Both Chinese leaders reaf-
firmed their support for Myan-
mar’s peace process and pledged 
greater cooperation to that end.

President U Thein Sein and 
his delegates left Beijing for 
Kunming in the afternoon. At 
the airport, General Secretary of 
Yunnan Provincial Party Mr Li 
Zhihan paid a courtesy call on 
President U Thein Sein. They 
discussed the promotion of trade 
between Myanmar and Yunnan 
Province and the prospects of 
implementing the Shweli (Ruili)-
Muse economic zone and cooper-
ating to control the narcotic drug 
trade, human trafficking and ille-
gal logging.

On arrival in Nay Pyi Taw, 
the president and his entourage 
were welcomed by Vice Presi-
dents Dr Sai Mauk Kham and U 
Nyan Tun, Deputy Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Services 
Vice-Senior General Soe Win 
and union ministers.

At the invitation of China’s 
President Xi Jinping, President U 
Thein Sein was in Beijing to attend 
the 70th Anniversary of the Victory 
of the World Anti-Fascist War, to-
gether with heads of states from 48 
countries and leaders of 10 interna-
tional organisations.—MNA

Aye Min Soe The UEC chairman reiterated 
that the use of religion for politi-
cal purposes whilst campaigning 
for political office is prohibited 
by the Code of Conduct and the 
Election Law.

He added that the commis-
sion is vetting candidates in ac-
cordance with rules and regula-
tions and will allow all those who 
are eligible to stand for election. 

The Union Election Com-
mission gave the green light on 
Thursday for political parties to 
launch their campaigns from 8 
September, with the campaigning 
period closing on 6 November.

 The voters’ list will be pub-
licly available at UEC township 
offices from 14 to 27 September, 
so that those eligible to vote in the 
general election have the oppor-
tunity to confirm their names and 
details, according to the UEC.

During a meeting in Yangon 
on Tuesday between UEC and 
various political parties, U Tin 
Aye called on politicians to ad-
here to the Code of Conduct at all 
times and made a public pledge as 
to the commission’s commitment 
to holding free and fair elections.

Persons without national ID 
cards can still cast their ballot on 
8 November if they can provide 

other forms of identity that prove 
citizenship, such as a driver’s li-
cense or student ID card. 

Those whose names are not 
on the voters’ list may apply to 
regional sub-election commis-
sions in accordance with the 
Election Law for clarification.

The UEC’s reasons for rul-
ing certain candidates ineligible 
to become ethnic affairs ministers 
in states and regions drew criti-
cism from some politicians who 
attended the meeting with the 
UEC. Eligibility is determined by 
the 1982 Citizenship Law, which 
automatically classifies a person 
to have inherited their father’s 
ethnicity unless a person states a 
preference to be identified as the 
same ethnicity as their mother at 
the age of 18.—GNLM
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Mandalay—A progress re-
port meeting about the construc-
tion of Seiktaramahi housing 
project was held at Mandalay 
City Development Committee on 
2 September with MCDC repre-
sentatives and construction entre-
preneurs.

MCDC Secretary U Khin 

Tatkon—The section be-
tween mile posts 270/1 and 
270/2 near Nagayon Pagoda on 
the Yangon-Mandalay Highway 

Mandalay—Famous 
singers will perform along-
side Myoma Band dur-
ing celebrations to mark 
the 90th anniversary of the 
band’s formation, which 
will take place at the Na-
tional Theatre from 4 to 6 
September.

Well-known singers 
such as Soe Paing, Khin 
Maung Htoo, Ko Min 
Naung, Yazar Win Tint, 
Than Myat Soe, Tin Tin 
Mya, Htar and Yi Yi Thant 
will be featured during the 
occasion, as well as the 
state orchestra.

Auditions for a singing 
contest were held at the Na-
tional Theatre between 25 
August and 2 September.

Tin Maung (Mandalay)

Nay Pyi Taw— No 97 
Basic Education Middle 
School (Branch) in Min-
galadipa ward will soon be 
able to admit more middle 
school students from neigh-
bouring wards and villages, 
as a new building is 70 per-
cent completed.

The one-storey school 
building is 60 feet long  
and 30 feet wide and it  
is being constructed by EBG 
Company.

Pobbathiri Township 
authorities allocated K21.6 
million (US$16,000) to 
extend the existing school 
premises in its 2015-16 
budget.—Shwe Ye Yint

Staff Officer U Win Naing and members of Directorate of Trade are pictured shortly before 
540 kilogrammes of illegally imported frozen sausages were incinerated after being seized near Muse 
border town on 1 September.—Muse District IPRD

BEMS branch in Mingaladipa set to enroll more students

Yangon-Mandalay Highway widened in Tatkon

in Tatkon Township is currently 
being widened.

Officials advise passing 
traffic to reduce speeds while 

passing the construction works, 
and to take particular care at 
night.—Tin Soe Lwin (Tatkon 
IPRD)

Famous singers to perform 
with Myoma Band

Myanaung—A discussion on 
security arrangements ahead of 
the November 8 general elections 
was held at Aungzeya gymnasi-
um on 3 September, with Chief 
Minister of Ayeyawady Region 
U Thein Aung in attendance.

Township level officials dis-
cussed the measures that would 
be taken to ensure adequate se-
curity during the election period.

Meeting held to discuss election 
security arrangements

The chief minister urged of-
ficials to actively participate in 
maintaining public security and 
ensure that polling booth staff 
perform their duties satisfactori-
ly.  The discussion was also at-
tended by ward administrators, 
election sub-commission mem-
bers and staff from 219 polling 
booths.—Win Bo (Township 
IPRD)

Seiktaramahi housing project
Maung Tin spoke about various 
construction and sanitation-relat-
ed tasks at the site, with MCDC 
members and the project’s inves-
tors discussing the sewerage sys-
tem, water supply and drainage 
system, as well as construction 
standards rules set by MCDC.—
Tin Maung (Mandalay)

A new school building is under construction at No 97 BEMS (Branch) in Pobbathiri Township.—Shwe Ye Yint

A road section of Yangon-Mandalay Highway being expanded in Tatkon Township.—Tin Soe Lwin

A enthusiast competing in the song 
contest organized by Myoma Band in 
Mandalay.—Tin Maung
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Indonesian president orders search for 
victims of sunken boat off Malaysia

JAKARTA — Indonesian presi-
dential palace Friday said President 
Joko Widodo has ordered Indone-
sian rescuers to carry out search 
operations until the victims of a 
sunken boat off Malaysia are 
found. The wooden boat, believed 
carrying 70 Indonesian migrant 
workers and heading for Indonesia, 
capsized Thursday off Malaysia’ s 

western coast.
As of Friday the death toll has 

risen to 15. Some 19 others have 
been rescued. “I have ordered for 
search operation until the victims 
are found. Evacuate those who 
have been discovered,” President 
Widodo said in a statement.

Indonesian rescuers from the 
national search and rescue office 

have been conducting the operation 
and also coordinating with the na-
tional police for the identification 
of the victims.

According to Mohd Eliyas, an 
official from the Malaysian Mari-
time Enforcement Agency 
(MMEA), there were two possible 
causes for the accident — over-
loading and bad weather.—Xinhua

TOKYO — Japan’s opposition 
parties agreed Friday to cooperate 
to prevent a set of govern-
ment-sponsored national security 
bills becoming law before the rul-
ing camp puts them to a vote in two 
weeks, opposition lawmakers said.

The decision was made in a 
meeting of the heads of six opposi-
tion parties. They will meet again 
next week to discuss concrete 
measures such as filing a no-confi-
dence motion with the Diet against 
the Cabinet of Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, they said.

The move came after tens of 
thousands of demonstrators gath-
ered near the Diet building Sunday, 
as well as more than 200 locations 
across Japan, calling for the scrap-
ping of the controversial security 
legislation Abe seeks to enact to 
widen the role of Japanese forces 
abroad. The six parties are the 
Democratic Party of Japan, the Ja-
pan Innovation Party, the Japanese 
Communist Party, the Social Dem-
ocratic Party, the People’s Life 
Party and the Assembly to Ener-
gize Japan. A group of independ-
ents also took part.

In Friday’s meeting at a Diet 
building in Tokyo, DPJ leader Kat-
suya Okada said the parties must 
take all possible measures to stop 

the legislation, noting the current 
Diet session will soon come to an 
end — on Sept. 27. The ruling Lib-
eral Democratic Party and its junior 
coalition partner Komeito are seek-
ing to take a vote on the bills at the 
House of Councillors in the week 
starting Sept. 14, according to coa-
lition sources. The bills already 
cleared the House of Representa-
tives on July 16. Japan Innovation 
Party leader Yorihisa Matsuno told 
the meeting the parties should sub-
mit a no-confidence motion against 
Abe’s Cabinet if the ruling camp 
railroads the bills through the upper 
house without taking opposition 
counterproposals into account.

JCP leader Kazuo Shii also 
said the motion should be submit-
ted. The bills, while expanding the 
role of Japan’s Self-Defense Forc-
es abroad, are aimed at enabling 
the country to exercise the right to 
collective self-defense — or de-
fending the United States or anoth-
er ally when Japan is not directly 
under attack. Abe’s Cabinet decid-
ed in July 2014 to reinterpret the 
Constitution so that the country is 
allowed to use the right.

Many constitutional scholars 
have said the legislation is against 
the defense-oriented Constitution, 
however.—Kyodo News

Opposition parties to cooperate to 
block enactment of security bills

Mohd Aliyas, an official of the Malaysian Maritime Enforcement Agency (MMEA), introduces the position of an 
accident at a press conference in Pelaboham Kelang, Malaysia, on Sept. 3, 2015.—Xinhua

Thai probe hits hurdle; no bomb match to suspects’ DNA
BANGKOK — Forensic tests on 
two suspects have failed to find a 
link to the site of Thailand’s dead-
liest bomb attack, police said on 
Friday, dealing a blow to the in-
vestigation.

DNA examination of the two 
foreigners tie them to a stash of 
explosives found in a Bangkok 
apartment block, but not to evi-
dence collected at the Hindu 
Erawan Shrine where 20 people 
were killed on Aug. 17, police said 
in a televised announcement.

The lack of a link complicates 
a high-profile case shrouded in 
mystery, with authorities no closer 
to establishing a motive for the at-
tack carried out in one of Bang-
kok’s busiest commercial areas.

The military has speculated 
the perpetrators could have been 
members of a human trafficking 
gang frustrated by a police crack-
down. Thailand has rejected the 
possibility a militant group was 
involved.

Police were testing DNA 
samples of the second of two for-
eigners, to establish if he was the 
chief suspect — a yellow-shirted 
man caught on surveillance cam-
era placing a rucksack at the shrine 
before the explosion.

“There’s no evidence to con-
firm he is the yellow-shirt man,” 
police spokesman Prawut 
Thawornsiri told reporters.

Prawut said police believed 
he was “definitely involved in the 
bombing”. Police seized a large 

People pray after a religious ceremony at the Erawan shrine, the site of a recent deadly blast, after its was 
repaired, in central Bangkok, Thailand, September 4, 2015. —Reuters

amount of bomb-making material 
in raids on two buildings in north 
Bangkok, but nothing that ties the 
two men, whose nationalities are 
unknown, directly to the attack.

The bomb killed 14 foreign-
ers, including seven from China 
and Hong Kong and wounded 
more than 100 people.

Investigators were trying to 
match the second detained man, 
who was arrested at the Thai-Cam-
bodia border on Tuesday, with 
DNA left by the prime suspect in a 

cab, on fragments of the backpack 
and on a banknote given to a mo-
torcycle taxi driver.

The man was carrying a Chi-
nese passport which gave his 
name as Yusufu Mieraili, and his 
place of birth as the western Chi-
nese region of Xinjiang, but it was 
unclear if it was authentic.

If the China link is proven it 
would add weight to theories by 
some security experts that the 
bombing could have been revenge 
by sympathisers of the mainly 

Turkic-speaking Uighur Muslims 
from Xinjiang.

In July, Thailand deported 
109 Uighurs to China, where 
many suffer persecution. That 
struck a chord in Turkey, which 
has a large Uighur diaspora.

Police have established a 
firmer Turkish connection, using 
the language to interrogate the 
suspects, one of whom was arrest-
ed with fake Turkish passports. 
Two other suspects are believed to 
be in Turkey.—Reuters
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Ahead of Greek election, Syriza’s ‘lost generation’ deserts Tsipras 

Former Greek Prime Minister and leader of leftist Syriza 
party Alexis Tsipras delivers a speech during a pre-election 
rally in the western suburb of Egaleo, in Athens, Greece, 
September 3, 2015. —Reuters

ATHENS — So divided 
has Syriza’s youth wing be-
come over the direction of 
Greece’s leftist party, that 
when its council planned to 
convene at the end of Au-
gust, the meeting was aban-
doned. Too many of its 71 
members were on the point 
of quitting.

The incident showed 
the disillusionment Syriza’s 
twenty-somethings feel with 
leader Alexis Tsipras, the 
former Communist student 
activist they once celebrated 
as one of their own.

In just seven months 
as premier, Tsipras, under 
pressure from Greece’s 
creditors, has backtracked 
on his pre-election promises 
to end austerity.

“Syriza’s youth is al-
most over, very few people 
are staying behind,” said 
one of those who walked 
out.

Tsipras has called an 
election on Sept. 20 in an 
effort to win a fresh man-
date to push through the 
economic reforms that are a 
condition of Greece’s latest 
86 billion euro bailout.

But Syriza’s lead over 
its rivals has crumbled, with 
one poll this week showing 
the conservative New De-
mocracy party in front.

Support from those 

aged 18-44 - once the back-
bone of Syriza’s support 
according to pollsters - has 
plummeted. The most popu-
lar party for 18-24-year-olds 
now is the far right Golden 
Dawn, while Syriza lan-
guishes in fourth place, data 
by the pollster Alco show. 

A fractured election re-
sult could spell more turmoil 
for a country battered by re-
cession and high unemploy-
ment, and risks derailing the 
implementation of the bail-
out programme that is up for 
review by the creditors in 
October. 

“These elections start-
ed as something ‘easy’ for 
Tsipras and have evolved 
into something extremely 
complicated,” said Thomas 
Gerakis, the head of pollster 
Marc.

“The key issue in this 
race is what the former 
Syriza voters will do. Will 
Syriza manage to rally its 
former voters?”

Having failed to mus-
ter the numbers for a formal 
meeting, the majority of 
Syriza’s central youth coun-
cil confined itself to issuing 
a statement on Tuesday, de-
nouncing the party’s “bank-
ruptcy” and withdrawing its 
support for the election. The 
council was left with just 27 
members at the last count. 

It is a remarkable 
turnaround for a party that 
stormed to power in January 
promising voters more jobs 
and an end to years of wage 
and pension cuts. 

During that election, 
Syriza’s young supporters 
played an outsize role on the 
frontline of the campaign, 
be it handing out leaflets, 
holding rallies or organising 
festivals. 

At forty years of age, 
Tsipras became the coun-
try’s youngest ever prime 
minister, and to many 
seemed a breath of fresh air 
compared to the dynasties 
that have dominated Greek 
politics for years. His gov-
ernment’s former spokes-
man is 35 years old. 

But after months of 
bad-tempered negotiations 
with the country’s lenders, 
and with banks shut and the 
economy on the brink of 
collapse, Tsipras capitulated 
to the creditors’ demands to 
raise taxes and slash spend-
ing to tackle Greece’s debt.

Even though the stand-
off with the creditors wors-
ened the country’s eco-
nomic pain, opinion polls 
initially suggested that Tsip-
ras remained Greece’s most 
popular leader, because he 
had at least put up a decent 
fight. His decision to call a 

referendum on the bailout 
incensed the creditors but 
played well at home.

But now many are fu-
rious and may switch their 
allegiance to smaller parties 
or boycott the vote. Young 
Greeks have been hit espe-
cially hard by the debt crisis, 
with more than half of those 
aged 15-24 out of work, the 
highest proportion in Eu-
rope. Many live at home, 
supported by their parents 
and grandparents, or emi-
grate.

“He didn’t try hard 
enough,” said Yannis Ag-
gelidis, a 22-year-old uni-
versity student who voted 
for Tsipras in January but 
may abstain or vote for a 
small anti-capitalist party 
next time.

“He had a chance and 
he lost it. If he had fulfilled 
only part of what Syriza had 
promised he would have 
stayed in power for a very 
long time.”

Divisions in Syriza’s 
youth wing began to emerge 
after Greek voters delivered 
a resounding ‘no’ to the 
bailout terms in July, then 
saw their government capit-
ulate to Greece’s creditors 
on point after point in the 
weeks that followed.

For many of Syriza’s 
youth council members, 

the final straw was an inter-
view Tsipras gave in August 
to Alpha TV, in which he 
wrote off the prospects of 
today’s young people but 
hoped his own younger chil-
dren could prosper.

“Sadly, we lost this 
generation due to the bail-
outs. The generation of peo-
ple in their twenties today, 
young people, young scien-
tists go abroad, unfortunate-
ly,” Tsipras said. 

To be sure, there is still 
time for Syriza to claw back 
support. Pollsters say that 
about half of the undecided 
voters, especially women, 
are former Syriza backers.

“The people who were 
Syriza’s core voters are scat-
tered, and are deeply con-
cerned,” Dimitris Mavros 
from pollster MRB said.

But rival parties,  

including New Democracy 
and PASOK, which was in 
power in the early years of 
the crisis, are stepping up 
their efforts to win young 
voters. For example, PA-
SOK has appointed 33-year-
old Pavlos Christidis as its 
new spokesman.

For undecided vot-
ers like Nefeli Tsikrika, a 
24-year-old law student and 
former Syriza supporter, it’s 
hard to know which party to 
turn to.

“We are disappointed. 
It’s not what we expected,” 
she said. “I was a supporter, 
but I’m not proud of it.” 

“Then again you reach 
a deadlock, you don’t know 
what to vote for. Is any gov-
ernment in Greece actually 
free to govern or is it bound 
to the demands of foreign 
powers?”—Reuters

British, Spanish prime ministers 
make joint call for EU reform
MADRID — The prime 
ministers of Britain and 
Spain made a joint call on 
Friday for structural reforms 
in the European Union to 
make it more competitive 
and boost growth, employ-
ment and innovation.

The article by Da-
vid Cameron and Mariano 
Rajoy for Spanish finan-
cial daily Expansion plays 
into the political agenda of 
both Rajoy, who is seeking 
re-election in December, 
and Cameron, who wants 
to reform Britain’s relation-
ship with the EU before a 
membership referendum 
due by the end of 2017. 

The centre-right lead-
ers, who are due to hold 
talks in Madrid on Friday, 
said both countries had 
acted to turn around their 
economies that, five years 
ago, “were on the edge of 
the abyss”.

“The truth is that the 
situation in the European 
Union is not good enough. 
We have to make the Eu-
ropean Union much more 
competitive and translate 
the momentum of nation-

al structural reforms to the 
field of the EU,” they wrote.

Both countries had 
shared structural problems 
such as excessive debt and 
low competitiveness that, if 
neglected, “would have led 
to economic ruin in the long 
term”, but they were now 
growing and creating jobs.

“We have learned a 
clear lesson from all this: 
countries that consolidate 
their public finances guar-
antee the sustainability of 
their welfare state, carry 
out ambitious structural 
reforms and incentivise 
employment, create the 
greatest number of jobs and 
bring back confidence in the 
future,” Cameron and Rajoy 
wrote. 

While Britain and 
Spain had tackled this indi-
vidually, “the results will be 
better if we work together 
to create a European Union 
that has growth, employ-
ment and innovation as 
its reason for being”, they 
wrote. 

Growth should be the 
EU’s main goal, the leaders 
said. 

They agreed that a 
“real reform” of the euro 
zone was necessary but that 
this should not damage the 
rights of EU members, such 
as Britain, that do not be-
long to the single currency.

They urged the EU to 
tackle barriers to a single 
EU market in services, pro-
posing a “passport” in areas 
such as engineering and ac-
countancy, to permit a com-
pany that has approval to 
operate in one EU country 
to do business in all of them.

They also called for 
measures to boost the digi-
tal economy, such as a sim-
ple system for online com-
panies to register in other 
countries and to have access 
to Internet domains.

They urged the EU to 
create a more favourable 
environment for companies 
and start-ups and to push 
forcefully for free trade with 
the rest of the world. The 
EU’s main priority should 
be to conclude negotiations 
on an ambitious EU-US free 
trade agreement, they said, 
writing, “Let’s make it pos-
sible this year.”—Reuters

HONG KONG — Ex-
plosions in the Chinese 
port of Tianjin last month 
could generate insurance 
losses of up to $3.3 billion 
(2.16 billion pounds), re-
insurance specialist Guy 
Carpenter & Company 
said in a report on Friday, 
nearly double what some 

analysts had originally 
thought.

Guy Carpenter, the 
risk and reinsurance unit 
of Marsh & McLennan Co 
Inc, used high definition 
satellite images to evalu-
ate how buildings, cargo, 
containers and property 
around the port were af-

fected by the blasts, the 
company said.

The damages are seen 
between $1.6 billion and 
$3.3 billion, compared 
with between $1 billion 
and $1.5 billion Credit Su-
isse analysts had estimat-
ed days after the blast in 
August.—Reuters

Losses from Chinese port explosions 
seen at up to 2.16 billion pounds

A drone operated by paramilitary police flies over the site of explosions at Binhai new 
district in Tianjin, China, August 17, 2015.—Reuters
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German police say five people hurt in fire at refugee shelter
Berlin — German police said 
on Friday five people were in-
jured when a fire broke out at a 
refugee shelter in the town of 
Heppenheim in the West German 
state of Hesse.

There was no immediate in-
dication of how the blaze began. 
Germany, which expects the in-
flux of refugees and migrants to 
quadruple to about 800,000 this 
year, has witnessed more than 
100 arson attacks on asylum shel-
ters in recent months.

“One resident who tried to 
rescue himself by jumping out of 
a window from the second floor 
was seriously wounded,” police 
spokeswoman Christiane Kobus 
said in a statement.

Four people were slightly in-
jured by smoke poisoning, she 
said. More than 60 refugees from 
countries such as Syria, Iraq, So-
malia and Ethiopia were accom-
modated in the three-storey resi-
dential building.

“The fire was extinguished 
quickly. According to initial find-
ings, the fire emerged behind the 
entrance door for unknown rea-

Members of Germany’s technical support unit (THW) fix wooden boards to a building used to house asylum 
seekers after a fire broke out in the entrance area of the building in Heppenheim, 30km south of Frankfurt, 
Germany, early morning September 4, 2015.—Reuters

sons,” Kobus said. Police and 
state prosecutors had started an 
investigation into the cause of the 
fire, she said.

Most of the recent attacks on 
asylum shelters in Germany have 

been on empty buildings slated to 
become shelters. However, poli-
ticians have warned that it was 
only a matter of time before refu-
gees might be hurt. Europe is fac-
ing its worst refugee crisis since 

the Yugoslav wars of the 1990s. 
The crisis has strained the Euro-
pean Union’s asylum system to 
breaking point, divided its 28 na-
tions and fed the rise of right-
wing populists.—Reuters

Washington — Republican 
presidential candidate Donald 
Trump did not take kindly in a 
radio interview on Thursday to 
being asked to identify the affili-
ations of various militant leaders 
in the Middle East, saying the 
host was asking “a gotcha ques-
tion”.

Discussing Islamist extrem-
ism, conservative talk-radio host 
Hugh Hewitt told Trump he was 
looking for the next president to 
know who the leaders of major 
militant groups were, naming the 
heads of Islamic State, Hezbol-
lah, al Qaeda and its Nusra Front 
wing in Syria. “Do you know the 
players without a scorecard, yet, 
Donald Trump?” asked Hewitt, 
who will co-moderate the next 
official Republican presidential 
debate on Sept. 16 in California.

“No, you know, I’ll tell you 
honestly, I think by the time we 
get to office, they’ll all be 
changed. They’ll be all gone,” 
Trump replied. 

“You know, those are like 
history questions. ‘Do you know 
this one, do you know that 
one?’” added the billionaire real 
estate mogul, who has risen to 
the top of the polls in a crowded 
Republican field more than a 
year before the November 2016 
election. 

When Hewitt said it was not 
meant as a “gotcha” question, 
Trump responded: “Well, it 
sounded like gotcha. 

You’re asking me names 
that, I think it’s somewhat ridic-
ulous, but that’s OK. Go ahead, 
let’s go.” 

Trump added that when it 
came to individual players: “Of 
course I don’t know them. I’ve 
never met them. I haven’t been, 
you know, in a position to meet 
them. If, if they’re still there, 
which is unlikely in many cases, 
but if they’re still there, I will 
know them better than I know 
you.” Earlier in the interview, 
Trump brought up the Kurds af-
ter being asked about the leader 
of the Iranian Revolutionary 
Guard’s Quds forces, before 
adding: “Oh, I thought you said 
Kurds, Kurds.”—Reuters

Trump accuses 
talk-show radio 
host of ‘gotcha’ 
question

US Vice President Joe Biden speaks at a meeting with Jewish community 
leaders at the David Posnack Jewish Community Center in Davie, 
Florida, September 3, 2015.—Reuters

Biden says cannot say yet whether 
he will mount White House run
Atlanta — US Vice President 
Joe Biden said on Thursday he is 
still trying to determine whether 
he has the emotional energy to 
mount a White House bid in 2016 
but cannot say yet whether he will.

In his first extensive public 
comments about a possible run for 
the Democratic presidential nomi-
nation, Biden said, “I can’t look 
you straight in the eye now and 
say I know I can do it.”

Biden, 72, has been huddling 
with advisers for weeks to deter-
mine whether he will challenge 
Democratic front-runner Hillary 
Clinton, who has seen her favora-
bility ratings plummet over her 
use of a private email server while 
working as the nation’s top diplo-
mat.

“The most relevant factor in 
my decision is whether my family 
and I have the emotional energy to 
run,” Biden, who lost his son, 
Beau, to cancer earlier this year, 

said in response to a question.
“The factor is, can I do it?” he 

said. “The honest to God answer is 
I just don’t know.”

Biden was in Atlanta on 
Thursday night to deliver a for-
eign policy lecture after conclud-
ing a two-day visit to the political 
battleground state of Florida, 
where he avoided any discussion 
of a possible White House run.

Biden said he would not be 
swayed by questions about wheth-
er he could raise enough money or 
mount an effective organization 
after getting a late start. The only 
factor, he said, was his and his 
family’s commitment.

“Can my family undertake 
what is an arduous commitment?” 
he said.

“Unless I can go to my party 
and the American people and say I 
am able to devote my whole heart 
and soul to this endeavor, it would 
not be appropriate.”

Biden has stepped up his pub-
lic schedule, and will travel to 
Pittsburgh on Monday for Labor 
Day celebrations and New York 
later in the week to appear on Ste-

phen Colbert’s talk show.
But he said he did not know 

when he would make a decision. 
“There is no way to put a timeta-
ble on it,” he said.—Reuters

Donald Trump

Russia says Syria’s Assad ready to share power
VLADIVOSTOK, (Russia) — 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said on Friday that Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad is ready to 
hold snap parliamentary elections 
and could share power with a 
“healthy” opposition.

Russia, along with Iran, has 
been Assad’s principle interna-
tional ally in the war that has raged 
in Syria for four-and-a-half years 
and has claimed a quarter of a mil-
lion lives. 

Moscow has made clear it 

does not want to see Assad top-
pled and has seized on gains made 
by Islamic State in Syria and Iraq 
to urge his foreign foes, including 
the United States and Saudi Ara-
bia, to work with Damascus to 
combat the common enemy. 

“We really want to create 
some kind of an international coa-
lition to fight terrorism and ex-
tremism,” Putin told journalists on 
the sidelines of the Eastern Eco-
nomic Forum in Vladivostok, say-
ing he had spoken to US President 

Barack Obama on the matter. “We 
are also working with our partners 
in Syria. In general, the under-
standing is that this uniting of ef-
forts in fighting terrorism should 
go in parallel to some political 
process in Syria itself,” Putin said.

“And the Syrian president 
agrees with that, all the way down 
to holding early elections, let’s 
say, parliamentary ones, establish-
ing contacts with the so-called 
healthy opposition, bringing them 
into governing,” he said.

Moscow wants the US-led 
coalition carrying out air strikes 
on Islamic State positions to coor-
dinate with the Syrian and Iraqi 
armies and moderate anti-Assad 
rebel groups on the ground, as 
well as Kurdish forces. 

Assad’s enemies have re-
fused to cooperate with Damas-
cus, fearing that would help legiti-
mise his rule in Syria, where the 
West and Gulf states say he is part 
of the problem, not the solution, 
and must go.—Reuters
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It’s not who it is, but 
what it does

We appreciate your feedback and contribu-
tions. If you have any comments or would like to 
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email  
wallace.tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to 
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500 
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

Write for us

Strange as it may seem, a country which 
is sitting on deposits of minerals and natu-
ral resources is nevertheless lagging far 

behind its neighbours in terms of its human re-
sources and use of technology.

This is not a fate Myanmar deserves. The 

issue to overcome is poor management, plain and 
simple.

	 Farmers account for 70 percent of the coun-
try’s population. It is therefore important for the 
government to make rural development and pov-
erty reduction the focal point of its policy. So it is 
encouraging to see that the government has de-
veloped a national strategy on rural development 
and poverty alleviation, which aims to reduce 
poverty from 32 percent in 2005 to 16 per cent by 
the end of this year.

	 But realistically, poverty is still a nightmare 
and it’s ironic that every election candidate is 
promising to best serve the interests of the coun-
try and the welfare of the people. This implies 
that our politicians share the same goal. If they 
are all willing to make a sincere attempt to fight 

poverty, it would not take long for equitable 
development to materialise.

	 Just as the saying goes, “all hands make 
light work,” all political stakeholders should 
act in the best interests of the common good. 
What the next government will do is more im-
portant than who will be its next president.

“Countries whose laws 
discriminate against 
women and do not 
promote gender equality 
suffer economically”

In 100 countries around the 
world, women are barred 
from doing certain work 

solely because they are women. 
Over 150 countries have at least 
one law that is discriminatory to-
wards women. And only 18 
countries are free of any law dis-
advantaging women. 

This is just the tip of the ice-
berg of legal barriers for women 
to achieve their full economic 
potential. New World Bank 
Group research in the Women, 
Business and the Law 2016 re-
port shows that in 32 countries 
women cannot apply for pass-
ports in the same way as men and 
in 18 countries they cannot get a 
job if their husbands feel it is not 
in the family’s interest. Jordan 
and Iran are among them. In 59 
countries, there are no laws 
against sexual harassment at 
work. Myanmar, Uzbekistan and 
Armenia are among 46 countries 
where there is no legal protection 
against domestic violence. In a 
nutshell, the research makes for 
depressing reading when you 
care about inclusion and ending 
poverty.

Countries whose laws dis-
criminate against women and do 

Discriminating Against Women Keeps Countries Poorer
not promote gender equality suf-
fer economically. Previous re-
search tells us that gender gaps in 
women’s entrepreneurship and 
labor force participation account 
for estimated income losses of 
27% in the Middle East and 
North Africa, 19% in South Asia, 
14% in Latin America and the 
Caribbean and 10% in Europe. 
These are losses that many coun-
tries can’t afford, particularly 
those facing high levels of pov-
erty. 

There is good news too: 
Countries like Bangladesh are 
encouraging female participation 
in the workforce. If they stay on 
track their female workforce will 
grow from 34 to 82 percent over 
the next decade, adding 1.8 per-
centage points to their GDP. In 

the 1990s very few countries had 
laws protecting women from vio-
lence, now 127 do partially be-
cause the world is more aware of 
the human and economic cost of 
mistreating women. 

When women are allowed to 
work in a profession of their 
choice, when they have access to 
financial services and when they 
are protected, by law, from do-
mestic violence, they are not 
only economically empowered, 
they also live longer. The more 
say they have over the household 
income and the more they partic-
ipate in the economy, the more 
girls are enrolled in secondary 
school, the larger the benefits for 
their children, their communi-
ties, and their countries.

To achieve equality for 

women globally and harness its 
poverty fighting potential, laws 
that make different rules for men 
and women need revision. While 
much progress has been made in 
the last two decades, there are 
still many countries where wom-
en are not afforded the same le-
gal protections as men. In fact, 
every additional year of primary 
school boosts girls’ eventual 
wages by 10 to 20 percent, and 
an extra year of secondary school 
by 15 to 25 percent.

Critics will argue that in 
some countries where gen-
der-specific laws exist, there is 
limited enforcement. While that 
is true, better rule of law is asso-
ciated with having more gender 
equal laws on the books. Special-
ized courts that tackle cases of 
acts of violence against women 
can help provide effective legal 
action. In Brazil, the Maria da 
Penha Law allowed for the crea-
tion of domestic and family vio-
lence courts.

East Asia and the Pacific has 
made substantial progress to-
wards equalizing the field be-
tween men and women in the 
past two years. Hong Kong SAR, 
China, Lao PDR and Singapore 
have introduced paid paternity 
leave, while Taiwan, China in-
creased the length of paternity 
leave. Tonga recently enacted its 
first law providing protections to 
women against domestic vio-
lence.

The private sector benefits 
too. A multinational survey of 
6500 firms showed that where 
women had greater representa-
tion on boards, those organiza-
tions were less likely to be hit by 
scandals like bribery or fraud. 
Yet surprisingly, only nine coun-
tries have laws where at least one 
woman has to be a board member 
of a publicly listed company.

The link between the fight 
against poverty and gender 
equality is strong, which is why 
we work with many countries to 
tackle gender-based barriers. We 
have worked with countries like 
Cote d’Ivoire in removing legal 
provisions that discriminated 
against women. In the Democrat-
ic Republic of Congo, we sup-
ported the government in draft-
ing a new family code that would 
remove restrictions on women’s 
participation and improve the 
business climate for them.

Policymakers have a choice. 
They can use the overwhelming 
evidence that shows the econom-
ic benefits of equality by ridding 
their system of discriminating 
laws that are holding women 
back. Or they can maintain the 
status quo and condemn whole 
societies to remain poorer then 
they need to be. 

Sri Mulyani Indrawati

Sri Mulyani Indrawati is the 
Chief Operating Officer and 
Managing Director of the 
World Bank.

I missed out the first time, 
so I can’t miss out again 

this time!

What he means is that we 
should all check our names on 
the electoral register to make 
sure our details are correct.

Hmat Kyi (Aung Pin Lei)

NAY PYI TAW—Union Minister 
for Home Affairs Lt-Gen Ko Ko 
received a delegation led by Mr 
Daniel R Russel, Assistant Secre-
tary of State for East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs, at the ministry, on 
Friday.

They discussed preparations 
for successfully holding the se-
cure, free and fair general elec-
tions. Also present at the meeting 
were Deputy Minister Maj-Gen 
Aung Soe and officials of the  
Myanmar Police Force, General 
Administration Department,  
Bureau of Special Investigation, 
Myanmar Correctional Depart-
ment and Fire Services Depart-
ment.—MNA

Preparation for secure, free and fair general elections discussed

Union Minister for Home Affairs Lt-Gen Ko Ko meets 
Mr Daniel R Russel, Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and 
Pacific Affairs and party.—mna
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The procedure of performance

Traditionally for every puppet show there 
should be three successive night performances. Per-
mission must be obtained from the local authorities 

concerned who will see to the security and the needs of the 
show. Myanmar dramatic and puppet shows are all night 
shows beginning in the late evening around 9 p.m. and fin-
ishing in the following morning at about 6 a.m.

The premier show is preceded by a ritual overtune of 
music which depicts the destruction of the world by wind, 
water, earth and fire, and creation of a new world by earth, 
water, fire and wind. To symbolize the destruction of the 
world sonorous and deafening music is played by percus-
sion instruments four times to represent four elements. Af-
ter the music of destruction subsides, the music of creation 
of a new world by four elements of nature follows suit, 
ushering in a nat votaress which enters from the middle 
entrance of the bar. Her appearance indicates that a new 
world has been created. Only experienced veteran pup-
peteer can manipulate the nat votaress figure because this 
puppet has to invoke and perform all dance steps postures 
and sing all appropriate songs of the 37 nat spirits of My-
anmar Pantheon. It is said that in olden days the nat vota-
ress puppet had as many as 60 strings attached, by which 
it could make almost all human movements. The writer 
had seen such nat votaress puppet with 60 strings but not 
manipulation of them. 

The nat votaress invokes all nat spirits one by one 
according to their protocol and dances and sings their re-
spective dances and songs while the music is played their 
respective music numbers. She begins with Thagyar [Sak-
ka deva or Thunder god] and ends with the last nat spirit 
Shin Hne Mi in the 37 order, praying and begging for their 
favours. The following is the first song, addressed to Sak-
ka deva, extolling his power and glory. English transla-
tion was made by G.E.R. Grant Brown, I.C.S. It was the 
first published in the Journal of Burma Research Society 
[J.B.R.S.] Part 1-2, 1911-1912.
ewfoHypf	 		  Prologue
r*Fvm&,frS r@dKifav?		  [“Blessed source of four fold 
a&mifqkdifi,frS av;vD		  light, 
omarm&,fpnf?ewfjynfxdvk?	 	 Wondrous rays that reach to 
aysmfzG,faumif;? ewfaygif;pHkvkdY	 heaven.
ar&kA[kd? jrifYrkd&fxdyfrSm		  To the joyful hosts divine!
		  	O n the crown of Mt. Meru.
	 		  Tier and tier the palace rises
a0,Eåmu? olZmeÉ?		  Where the maiden Thuza,  
			N   anda.
pdMwESifY pdwå "r®m		  Seitra, Seithadama dwell
Muif,mtrsm;? rdzk&m;taygif;		 With thousand and ten 
			   thousand queens,
axmifaomif;ru? igodMum;rSef	 There above all worlds 
			   enthroned 
xufrsm;&,fpH? 0ef;&Hc\		I  , the Lord Thagya receives
ewfrsm;trSL;? vlwkdYjynfwGif?		  Worship from the’ encircling 
			   throng
igt&Sifonf? aysmf&TifjrL;pnf?		N  ow into this world of mortals
vmonfwum;? r*Fvm&,frSpHcif;	 delegates of all the gods
yGJrsm;abmifwGif? *kPfa&mifvif;ygwJY 	 I descend, on pleasure bent,
rif;trsm;wkdY/			   Where illustrious sons of men
			   have prepared in merry 
			   measure
			D   ance and song for my 
			   delight.”]

The nat votaress puppet figure is very beautiful and 
graceful and elegantly dressed. Jewellery she wears are 
real. She had diamond earrings, gold bangles, gold and 
green emerald or jade, necklaces, diamond ring on her 
finger and gold anklets on her heels. She pays respects to 
the stage which in Myanmar is called Sin Taing Gyin. She 
also pays homage to the local authorities and also to the 
audience so that they all cooperate in the successful per-
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formance of the show. The extraordinary feat she exhibits 
is the raising and carrying of the Kadaw pwe {a votive tray 
with one green coconut with 3 bunches of banana around 
with flowers, lit candles and scent sticks [which is quite a 
load for a human girl]} three times upward move and con-
veying in her two hands as she dances walking the entire 
performance area! In fact the said Kadaw pwe load is ma-
nipulated by black strings by two puppeteers concealed. 
But their manipulations and the movements of the nat 
votaress figure are so perfect in harmony with music and 
dance steps that you get the illusion of the puppet figure 
itself is executing with the power of nat-spirits. When she 
comes to the performance of the dance of Myanmar wine 
nat Alcoholic Pakhan Min Kyaw the puppet votaress as-
sumes the posture of a drunkard, singing and dancing like 
a drunkard. The following are a few lines:
twlav;&,fwJY,SOfum,SOfumjydKif	 Let’s together all of us
yef;arGU,m? a&TaumfaZm? a&maESmvkdYxkdif	 Squat on golden carpets and 	
			   cushions
aomufawmfbl;&,fwJY? ukd,fruGm ukd,fruGm	My liquor bottle is always 
			   with me, 
rif;ausmfrkdvkdU? vGefxif&Sm;? rkd;usewfom;	I ’m well-known, heaven born 
			   nat spirit
nae nae? pnfw,fav?		I  n the evening my house is 
			   happy noisy 
ukdMuD;ausmf pHuGef;? 		  with my fellow Drunkards
ukdMuD;ausmfyvDvGef;w,f		  Ko Gyi Kyaw is a philanderer. 
aq;&IdufwJYuRef;		  Ko Gyi Kyaw is a polo player.
ukdMuD;ausmf yvD «*lvD» &kdufwJY		 He is also a smoker.”
aq;&IdufwJYuRef;? uRef;? uRef;	

As the votaress puppet dances like a young male 
drunkard she assumes and displays many amusing ges-
tures to the point of obscenity, [She winks, rolls eyeballs, 
puts tongue out, shakes head, chin shoulders, breasts, hips 
etc. flirtatiously] but much to the delight of male youths 
who give a resounding applause, throwing some cash to 
the votaress puppet as their award. 

When the nat votaress goes in, the scene of the Hima-
layan Forest appears as a green bunch is set up in the mid-
dle of the performance area. The first flora that grows in a 
new world is grass and horse is the first animal to eat grass. 
Therefore the first animal that comes out dancing is horse. 
First, slowly then changing steps till gallops. It is a male 
horse exhibiting all anatomical parts of its body includ-
ing its gender organ. The audience is moved to laughter. 
The elephant, the tiger, the monkey, the ogre, the garu-
da, the parakeet, the necromancer [zawgyi or alchemist], 
the crocodile, the fish, etc. the old man, the old woman, 
enter following one another dancing stylistically to their 
musical accompaniments and songs. All winged creatures 
and mythical creatures enter and exit from above the bar, 
and all crawling and watery creatures enter and exit the 
stage from below the bar. The end of the Himalayan Forest 
scene marks the end of the first part of the show.

There is an interval of about one hour for public con-
venience – toilet, snacks, tea or coffee at the nearby stalls.

The second part begins with the entrance of four min-
isters. They are somewhat like chroniclers in a Shakespeare 
drama. They announce the name of the zat [drama or play] 
to be performed that night and they also introduce the syn-
opsis of the play to the audience, using elegant language of 
the court. Then they announce return of the crown prince 
from Taxila after completion of his higher education and 
training in 18 princely arts and sciences. The crown prince 
has brought with him his lover or fiancé who is a princess 
royal, whom he met at Taxila. They are now having a rest 
in the forest, because the princess royal is very tired and 
her feet are aching. So saying, the four ministers go in, 
followed by a romantic sylvan scene. 

In this scene, the prince and princess converse all 
nice, sweet and romantic things. They sing troth-plight-
ing [opömxm;] songs and dance duet. Here the manipulators 
of these two puppet figures not only display their skill in 
manipulating but also their talent in singing and miming. 
To mime the voice of a young lady is equally difficult like 
miming her movements. This scene is called “Myaing Hta 

Hnitpa Thwa”, a duet dance in a forest. Two or three court 
jesters tease them jokingly. Court jesters are public mouth-
pieces. Through them people can make complaints and de-
mand for redress while authorities concerned are present at 
the show. Mimicry, jokes or satirical songs disclose social 
and economic ills people are suffering. But blatant jokes, 
abusive language and personal affront are strictly forbid-
den. This scene lasts nearly two hours. 

The performance of drama begins at round about 3 
a.m. and carries on till dawn or 6 a.m. The plays performed 
are all melodramatic and mostly comic tragedies. The di-
alogues are grandiloquent and in verse, interspersed with 
rhymes, which master puppeteers compose extempore, 
in addition to the set classical songs they sing by heart. 
Like Myanmar live high drama, Jataka stories have been 
the main themes and plots of Myanmar puppet plays. Al-
though there are pyazats or secular plays written by native 
playwrights, the master puppeteers prefer Jataka stories to 
any other. There are reasons for this preference. Firstly Ja-
taka stories are easy to dramatize and present on the stage. 
Secondly, Myanmar dramas, whether live or puppet are 
not merely entertainments. They are meant to educate the 
spectator-audience morally and culturally, with the back-
ground of a Jataka story.

There are two old Myanmar sayings in rhymes re-
garding Myanmar dramatic performance:- 

“Zmwform;vm&if? rSwfom;p&myg&rnf” and “Zmwform;jyef&if? rSwfom;p&m 

usef&rnf” “When the dramatic actor comes, he must bring 
with him something worth noting.” And “When the dra-
matic actor leaves, he must leave behind some moral les-
son.”

Thirdly, it is said that the zat [drama] must have the 
trinity of themes, namely Loka [secular or temporal], 
Dhamma [religious or spiritual] and Yaza [Royal or kingly 
or state or government] so as to instruct and admonish both 
high-born and low-born, clergy and laity, adult and young, 
and king and commoner. Jataka stories fulfil all these re-
quirements. Besides, they have all essential features of a 
dramatic plot – exposition, complications, climax, and an-
ti-climax or denouement.

Therefore, it is no exaggeration to say that Myanmar 
puppet show is many sided. As in the case of Myanmar 
high live drama, Myanmar puppet show is all in one oper-
atic, tragic, comic, farcical and melodramatic. All essen-
tial characters of a classical play are found in every plot 
of Myanmar puppet play, such as hero, heroine, villain, 
king, queen, prince, princess, hermit, astrologer, nat spir-
its, ministers, jesters etc. etc. Whatever the plot is, there is 
always a moral lesson for the young, and religious instruc-
tion for the adults. It always ends with a poetic justice— 
reward for the good and punishment for the evil. The hero 
and the heroine are reunited in the final scene and they live 
happily ever after.

The spectator-audience return home sleeplessly re-
tired but much satisfied and elated with the show.

(To be continued)

Two Myanmar marionettists manipulate puppet figures in 
their show.—Photo supplied by Daw Ma Ma Naing 
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Drowned migrant boys buried as Hungary warns of ‘mass inflow’ of refugees

Islamic State militants blow up 
Palmyra’s ancient tower tombs 
— Syria’s antiquities chief

Columns are seen in the historical city of Palmyra, Syria, June 12, 2009.—Reuters

DAMASCUS — Islamic 
State has blown up three an-
cient tower tombs in Palmy-
ra built between the years 
44 and 103 AD, Syria’s 
antiquities chief said on Fri-
day, having also destroyed 
two ancient temples at the 
site in central Syria in the 

last few weeks. Maamoun 
Abdulkarim told Reuters 
that sources in Palmyra had 
confirmed the destruction 
of three tombs including 
that of Elahbel, built in 103 
AD, which he said was four 
storeys high and had an un-
derground floor.  Islamic 

State militants blew up two 
temples at the Roman-era, 
UNESCO World Heritage 
site, which it has controlled 
since capturing Palmyra 
from Syrian government 
control in May.  The group 
considers the buildings sac-
rilegious.—Reuters

For many refugees, journey to 
Europe begins on Facebook
BEIRUT/ISTANBUL/BU-
DAPEST/BELGRADE — 
Would-be migrants hoping 
to flee war in the Middle 
East are using Facebook as 
their compass for finding the 
people smugglers they hope 
will get them to a better life 
in Europe.

The US-based website 
and other social media that 
were once used to help mo-
bilise the “Arab Spring” up-
risings now host information 
services for those escaping 
the Syrian civil war and oth-
er conflicts in the region.

There refugees can find 
much of what they need 
to know, right down to the 
prices, fees, bribes they will 
have to pay on a journey 
fraught with dangers rang-
ing from drowning at sea to 
suffocating in a lorry. On 
top of this, messaging apps 
such as WhatsApp and Vib-
er help them en route to con-
tact smugglers, friends and 
families alike while Internet 
mapping ensures they don’t 
get lost.

In Facebook groups 
set up in Arabic, users post 

phone numbers of contacts 
they say can take refugees 
from the Turkish coast to 
nearby Greek islands or even 
further into Europe, a conti-
nent struggling to cope with 
the migration crisis.

For those seeking a boat 
ride to Greece, details on 
where best to cross the Ser-
bian-Hungarian border, or 
the price for being smuggled 
all the way from Turkey to 
Germany, users of these 
groups appear to offer many 
of the answers. 

An ad posted this week 
offered a late availability 
seat in rubber dinghy depart-
ing from the Turkish seaside 
city of Izmir, one of the main 
points of departure for Syr-
ian refugees trying to reach 
Greece. The price: $1,200.

“The trip is tomorrow, 
100 percent, for sure,” it 
said. “They’ll give you a free 
life jacket.” Another post of-
fered places on a more com-
fortable “tourist yacht” at 
2,500 euros ($2,800). 

Facebook guides refu-
gees before they even leave 
Syria, said Muhammed Salih 

Ali, head of the Izmir-based 
Association for Solidarity 
With Syrian Refugees.

Many are told on Face-
book pages to make their 
way to the Izmir district of 
Basmane, the informal head-
quarters in Turkey for traf-
fickers and those hoping to 
make the passage.

“They are able to make 
contact on Facebook with 
intermediaries. Once they 
are in Basmane, they can 
also spend three or five days 
at hotels and investigate their 
options.  They speak with 
others about which smug-
gler is more affordable or 
has a reputation for safety,” 
he said in an interview.

Social media have 
played a crucial role 
throughout the turmoil that 
has gripped the Arab world 
since 2011. It helped ac-
tivists to mobilise protests 
against their rulers in coun-
tries such as Egypt, Libya 
and Syria itself at the start 
of the Arab Spring, and then 
became a means for citizens 
to report on the violence that 
followed.—Reuters

KOBANI, (Syria)/BU-
DAPEST — A Syrian fa-
ther on Friday buried his 
wife and his two little boys, 
drowned as they tried to flee 
to Europe, while Hungary’s 
leader told Europeans they 
risk becoming a minority on 
their own continent.

With desperation and 
anger deepening among 
people escaping conflict 
and poverty, around 300 
migrants broke out of a 
Hungarian reception camp 
while about 200 others 
scuffled with police on a 
Greek island.  Austrian po-
lice also said the driver of a 
truck found abandoned last 
week with the bodies of 71 
migrants in the back was 
among a group of people ar-
rested in Hungary.

The Syrian family and 
the 71 migrants, who suf-
focated in the truck, were 
among many casualties as 
hundreds of thousands make 
their way by sea and land 
towards wealthy northern 
European countries such 
as Germany, hoping to find 
safety and a new life. Many 
are refugees from the four-
year-old civil war in Syria.

In the Syrian town of 
Kobani, 3-year-old Aylan 
Kurdi was laid to rest along-
side his mother and five-

year-old brother at “Martyr’s 
Cemetery” in the predomi-
nantly Kurdish community 
near the Turkish border. 

Images of the tiny body 
of Aylan washed up on a 
beach near the Turkish resort 
of Bodrum prompted a glob-
al outpouring of sympathy 
this week. He drowned with 
his brother Galip, his mother 
and nine others while trying 
to cross in a small boat to the 
Greek island of Kos just a 
few kilometres away.

While pressure is rising 
on European governments 
to tackle the crisis more ef-
fectively, the boys’ weep-
ing father, Abdullah Kurdi, 
called on countries closer to 
home to act. “I want Arab 
governments — not Europe-
an countries — to see (what 
happened to) my children, 
and because of them to help 
people,” he said in footage 
posted online by a local ra-
dio station. 

Nevertheless, the head 
of the United Nations’ ref-
ugee agency, Antonio Gu-
terres, called on Friday for 
Europe to mobilise its “full 
force” to help the migrants.

In Austria, police said 
the 71 dead migrants found 
alongside a motorway near 
the Hungarian border were 
Syrian, Iraqi and Afghan na-

tionals but not a single one 
of them has been identified. 
They included a baby girl 
and a young boy.

The people had had 
enough air for no more than 
90 minutes and appeared to 
have slowly lost conscious-
ness, suffocating before the 
truck had crossed from Hun-
gary. The driver was among 
five people arrested in Hun-
gary, they added.

In southern Hungary, 
around 2,300 migrants in the 
reception camp were threat-
ening to follow 300 who 
had already broken out un-
less their demands were not 

met within two hours, police 
said.

Many migrants are re-
fusing to register in Hunga-
ry, fearing this will prevent 
them from getting to their 
preferred final destination, 
often Germany. Police gave 
chase to the 300 migrants 
and called a riot unit to se-
cure the camp near the town 
of Roszke.

Elsewhere, hundreds 
of migrants started walking 
from Budapest’s eastern 
railway station, saying they 
were heading to Austria. On 
the Greek island of Lesbos 
about 200 unregistered mi-

grants trying to board a ship 
on Friday scuffled with po-
lice and coastguard officials. 

The UN refugee chief’s 
appeal contrasted with the 
tough line from Hungarian 
Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban, who warned about the 
consequences of “a mass 
inflow of people”, which he 
said could possibly number 
tens of millions. Guterres 
said the EU needed to help 
more migrants enter legally 
and provide about 200,000 
relocation places, according 
to a preliminary estimate, as 
well as provide more support 
to countries under pressure 

such as Greece, Italy and 
Hungary.

“It now has no other 
choice but to mobilise full 
force around this crisis. The 
only way to solve this prob-
lem is for the Union and all 
member states to implement 
a common strategy, based on 
responsibility, solidarity and 
trust,” Guterres said.

More than 300,000 peo-
ple have risked their lives 
this year trying to cross the 
Mediterranean, and more 
than 2,600 people have died 
doing so. Turkish authorities 
stopped 57 people trying to 
cross to the Greek island of 
Kos on Thursday night, as 
migrants remained unde-
terred by Aylan’s drowning 
on the same route.

Hungary’s parliament 
passed a series of laws on 
Friday to control the flow 
of migrants into the country, 
giving police more authority 
and setting out strict punish-
ments including prison terms 
for illegal border crossing.

Orban defended his 
government’s hardline stand 
on the crisis. “The reality is 
that Europe is threatened 
by a mass inflow of peo-
ple. Many tens of millions 
of people could come to 
Europe,” he said before the 
laws were passed.—Reuters

Riot police stand guard in front of a migrant reception centre in Roszke, Hungary, Septem-
ber 4, 2015.—Reuters
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A 127-foot (39 meter) rocket built and flown by United Launch Alliance 
blasts off at 6:22 a.m. PST (14:22 GMT) from Vandenberg Air Force Base, 
California in this January 31, 2015 file photo.—Reuters

Key radar fails on $1 billion 
NASA environmental satellite
Cape Canaveral — A key 
instrument on a $1 billion NASA 
satellite has failed, reducing scien-
tists’ ability to capture data to 
measure the moisture in Earth’s 
soil in order to improve flood fore-
casting and monitor climate 
change, officials said on Thurs-
day.

A second instrument remains 
operational aboard the 
2,100-pound (950-kg) Soil Mois-
ture Active Passive satellite, 
though its level of detail is far 
more limited. 

The satellite’s high-powered 
radar system, capable of collect-
ing data in swaths of land as small 
as about 2 miles (3 km) across, 
failed in July after less than three 
months in operation, NASA said. 
The cause of the failure is under 
investigation.

Launched in January, SMAP 
was designed to spend at least 
three years in orbit, taking meas-

urements on the amount of water 
in the upper two inches (5 cm) of 
the Earth’s soil. 

Scientists had hoped to com-
bine SMAP’s high-resolution 
measurements with data from the 
lower-resolution instrument to get 
a better understanding of how 
much water, ice and slush is in the 
planet’s top soil.

“The project will do all it can 
to meet the expectations of the sci-
ence community,” lead researcher 
Dara Entekhabi, a professor at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Tech-
nology, told Reuters in an email. 

He said scientists would rely 
on advanced data processing, cou-
pled with other data from the mis-
sion, to help fill in gaps. 

“What I will miss most about 
the SMAP radar is the opportunity 
for chance discovery. It was 
unique among the other instru-
ments in orbit now because it pro-
vided frequent microwave map-

ping of the Earth’s surface,” he 
said.

Efforts to troubleshoot the 
problem were not successful, and 
NASA this week declared the ra-
dar system failed.

Overall, soil moisture ac-
counts for less than 1 percent of 
the planet’s total water reservoir, 
with 97 percent in the planet’s 
oceans and nearly all of the rest 
locked in ice, Entekhabi told re-
porters before SMAP’s launch in 
January.

Currently, scientists estimate 
soil moisture using computer 
modeling.

The tiny amount of soil mois-
ture links Earth’s environmental 
systems — its water, energy and 
carbon cycles — as well as deter-
mining whether particular regions 
are afflicted with drought or flood-
ing. “It’s the metabolism of  
the system,” Entekhabi said in 
January.—Reuters

LONDON—Teenagers 
who spend an extra hour a 
day surfing the internet, 
watching TV or playing 
computer games risk per-
forming two grades worse 
in exams than their peers 
who don’t, according to re-
search by British scientists.

In a study of more than 
800 students aged 14 and 
15, researchers from Cam-
bridge University also 
found that physical activity 
had no effect on academic 
performance.

Since this was a pro-
spective study, in which the 
researchers followed the 
pupils over time to see how 
different behaviors affected 
performance, the scientists 
said it was reasonable to 
conclude that too much 
screen time reduced aca-

Extra screen time drags down 
teenagers’ exam grades, study finds

demic achievement.
“We only measured 

this.. in Year 10, but this is 
likely to be a reliable snap-
shot of participants’ usual 
behavior, so we can reason-
ably suggest that screen 
time may be damaging to a 
teenager’s grades,” said 
Kirsten Corder of Cam-
bridge’s Centre for Diet 
and Activity Research, 
who co-led the work.

The study, published 
in the International Journal 
of Behavioral Nutrition and 
Physical Activity, found 
the average amount of 
screen time per day was 
four hours. 

An extra hour in front 
of the TV or online at age 
14-and-a-half was linked 
with 9.3 fewer exam points 
at age 16 — equivalent to 

two grades, for example 
from a B to a D. Two extra 
hours was linked to 18 few-
er points.

Unsurprisingly, the re-
sults also showed that pu-
pils doing an extra hour of 
daily homework and read-
ing scored better - getting 
on average 23.1 more 
points than their peers.

The scientists said fur-
ther research was needed to 
confirm the effect conclu-
sively, but advised parents 
worried about their chil-
dren’s grades to consider 
limiting screen time.

In a breakdown analy-
sis of different screen ac-
tivities, the researchers 
found that TV came out as 
the most detrimental in 
terms of exam perfor-
mance.—Reuters

MELBOURNE—Australi-
an researchers have found a 
cure for a rare brain disease, 
which causes death in in-
fants. No child had ever sur-
vived Molybdenum cofactor 
deficiency (MoCD) , until 
doctors from Monash Health 
in Melbourne teamed up 
with a German laboratory.

The Melbourne re-
searchers found a compound 
being tested on animals in 
Germany could be employed 
to treat the type A variant of 
the disease. MoCD is an in-
credibly rare condition, af-
fecting one in 100,000 to 
200,000 newborn babies.

The condition results in 
the disintegration of brain 
tissue due to an enzyme defi-
ciency, which eventually 
leads to the build-up of toxic 
levels of sulphite in the body.

The first infant given 
the compound, known as 
“Baby Z,” had her sulphite 
levels return to normal and 
survived, albeit with severe 
disabilities. After the encour-
aging results, the group con-
tacted 16 babies diagnosed 
with MoCD from 2008 to 
2011, and eight could be fur-
ther treated due to possess-
ing type A. Three of these 
eight type A patients, who 
were treated right from birth, 
remain seizure free and have 
shown near normal brain de-
velopment. Neonatologist 
and Monash University re-
searcher Dr Flora Wong told 
News Corp on Friday that 
the results of the program, 
published in medical journal 
Lancet, would foster aware-
ness about the disease. “It’s a 
rare disease and diagnosis is 

difficult, so we suspect there 
are a lot of kids who are un-
derdiagnosed just because 
people don’t think of this 
rare disease,” Wong said. “I 
think it’s going to be a long 
education process to get all 
clinicians thinking about it, 
to know that a treatment is 
actually available. “It’s im-
portant to start treatment as 
soon as possible, and then 
work out whether it’s type A 
or B later, because that can 
take another few days.” The 
Melbourne doctors hailed 
Baby Z as the “heroine” for 
developing the cure. “Being 
the first patient in the world, 
we had to go through a lot 
more hurdles than the oth-
ers,” Wong said. “Without 
her, all these other kids 
would not have benefited 
from it.”—Xinhua

Aussie researchers find cure for 
rare, fatal infant brain disease

WASHINGTON — A Eu-
ropean team on Thursday 
proposed a new explana-
tion for why children grow-
ing up on farms are far bet-
ter protected against asthma 
and allergies.

The protective effect 
may be created by a par-
ticular anti-inflammatory 
protein called A20, which 
the body produces upon 
contact with farm dust, ac-
cording to the team, led by 
researchers from Bel-
gium’s Flanders Institute 

Scientists explain why farm children less likely to have asthma
for Biotechnology (VIB) 
and Ghent University.

The findings, pub-
lished in the leading jour-
nal Science, may represent 
a major step forward to-
wards the development of 
an asthma vaccine.

For the study, the re-
searchers first exposed 
mice to farm dust extract, a 
bacterial component called 
endotoxin, every other day 
for two weeks.

They then presented 
these mice with aller-

gy-driving house dust 
mites, which often cause 
asthma in people, finding 
that mice that had been reg-
ularly exposed to endotox-
in did not develop allergic 
features, while control 
mice did.

Further research found 
that endotoxin exposure 
appears to have protected 
the mice by squashing the 
ability of the animals’lung 
epithelial cells to generate 
pro-inflammatory mole-
cules, but this protective 

effect only worked in the 
presence of the A20 pro-
tein. “When we inactivate 
the A20 protein in the mu-
cous membrane of the 
lungs, farm dust is no 
longer able to reduce an al-
lergic or asthmatic reac-
tion,” study author Profes-
sor Hamida Hammad of 
VIB and Ghent University 
said.

These findings were 
then tested in patients. The 
results showed that people 
suffering from allergies 

and asthma have a defi-
ciency in the protective 
protein A20, explaining 
why they react to allergens 
so severely.

“Discovering how 
farm dust provides this 
type of protection has cer-
tainly put us on the right 
track towards developing 
an asthma vaccine and new 
allergy therapies,” Ham-
mad said. “However, sev-
eral years of research are 
required still before they 
will be available to pa-

tients.” Some experts cau-
tioned that the newly un-
covered mechanism does 
not entirely explain the 
protective effect of farm 
life.

For example, it is com-
monly known that drinking 
raw cow’s milk can pro-
vide protection against al-
lergies, but that effect is 
unlikely to involve the lung 
epithelium, Gary Huffna-
gle of the University of 
Michigan, Ann Arbor, told 
Science.—Xinhua
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TOKYO — Japan, China and 
South Korea will hold a meeting 
of agriculture ministers on Sept. 
12-13 in Tokyo, the first such 
meeting in over three years, Jap-
anese Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries Minister Yoshimasa 
Hayashi said Friday.

Hayashi said the trilateral 
meeting “holds a great signifi-
cance in terms of seeking sus-
tainable agricultural growth and 
stable supply of food.”

On the sidelines of the meet-
ing, Japan plans to hold bilater-
al sessions with its two Asian 
neighbors to urge the repeal of 
regulations they have imposed on 
imports of Japanese agricultur-
al and marine products after the 
nuclear crisis at the Fukushima 
Daiichi power plant in 2011.

The three parties are sched-
uled to exchange memorandums 
of cooperation in preventing the 
spread of animal disease, such as 

foot-and-mouth disease and bird 
flu.

They will also seek to pro-
mote an information exchange 
on farming and trade policies, ac-
cording to the minister.

The farm ministers’ meeting, 
last held in April 2012 in South 
Korea, was set while the three 
countries plan on holding a tri-
lateral summit, possibly late next 
month, after a hiatus since May 
2012.—Kyodo News

Japan, China, S Korea agriculture 
ministers to meet in Tokyo

US men who thwarted 
France train attack  
to be honoured in 
California parade
Sacramento — Three young 
men who disarmed a suspected 
Islamist militant on a high-speed 
train in France will be honoured 
with a parade in their hometown 
in California next week, offi-
cials said, as the last of the trio 
returned to the United States on 
Thursday.

The three friends, Antho-
ny Sadler, 22, Spencer Stone, a 
23-year-old US airman, and Alek 
Skarlatos, 22, a National Guards-
man, charged the gunman on a 
train headed to Paris from Am-
sterdam on Aug. 21, helping to 
wrestle away a pistol and an AK-
47 assault rifle.

The efforts of the three 
Americans, along with Brit-
on Chris Norman, earned them 
France’s highest honour, the Le-
gion d’honneur. 

Sacramento Mayor Kevin 
Johnson announced on Thursday 
that a parade honouring the men, 
who grew up in the Sacramen-
to area and attended middle and 
high school together, was set for 
Friday, Sept. 11.

“Our community has been 
anxiously awaiting the return of 
our three hometown heroes — 
Anthony, Alek and Spencer — so 
that we can celebrate and honour 
their incredible courage,” he said 
in a statement.

The parade will also honour 
the victims and first responders 

who died in the Sept. 11, 2001, 
attacks on New York City and 
Washington, the mayor’s office 
said.

Stone, whose thumb was al-
most severed by the attacker in 
France, was the last of the three 
friends to return to the United 
States, arriving on Thursday after 
receiving medical treatment at a 
US Army hospital in Germany.

Stone has also been credit-
ed with saving the life of anoth-
er train passenger who had been 
shot and was bleeding profusely. 

Sadler, Skarlatos and Stone 
were touring Europe, partly to 
celebrate Skarlatos’ return from 
duty in Afghanistan, when they 
noticed accused gunman Ayoub 
el Kazzani. 

They have said they had no 
choice but to intervene when the 
gunman cocked the rifle.

US President Barack Obama 
has hailed their bravery.

Air Force Secretary Deborah 
James said Stone’s unit was nom-
inating him for the Air Force’s 
highest medal for non-combat 
bravery.  Skarlatos will receive 
the Soldiers Medal, the US Ar-
my’s highest non-combat medal, 
Army officials said last week.

Sadler, a senior kinesiology 
major at Sacramento State Uni-
versity, was to be thanked for his 
actions by school president Rob-
ert S. Nelsen.—Reuters

US suspects more freed Guantanamo inmates returned to battlefield
WASHINGTON — The number 
of detainees freed from the US 
Guantanamo detention camp who 
are suspected of “re-engaging” 
with militant groups overseas in-
creased over the first six months 
of 2015, the Obama administra-
tion said on Thursday.  

Figures released by the Of-
fice of the Director of National 
Intelligence showed that, as of 
July this year, of 121 detainees 
released since President Barack 
Obama took office in 2009, six 
were confirmed to have gone 
back to the battlefield and a fur-
ther six were suspected of having 
done so. 

Figures released in January 
had shown that Obama had re-
leased a total of 115 Guantanamo 
inmates, six of whom had re-
turned to the battlefield, but only 
one of whom was then “suspect-
ed of re-engaging.”

Between January and July 
this year the administration re-
leased six detainees. 

The data did not identify any 
individual detainees. The deten-
tion facility for terrorism suspects 
at the US Naval base at Guanta-
namo, Cuba, which opened after 
the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks, now 
holds 116 prisoners. The admin-
istration of Obama, a Democrat, 

has said the number of those who 
returned to fight after being trans-
ferred out of Guantanamo under 
his presidency is lower than un-
der his Republican predecessor 
George W. Bush, who set up the 
facility. 

Obama has vowed to close 
Guantanamo before he leaves 
office in January 2017 but he is 
hampered by a slow bureaucrat-
ic process and by laws passed by 
Republicans in Congress barring 
the transfer of detainees to pris-
ons on US soil.  Obama is due to 
submit a report to Congress soon 
outlining a new plan for closing 
the facility.—Reuters

Weeds and flowers grow near the fence at Camp X-Ray, a prison former-
ly used to house detainees at the US Naval Base at Guantanamo Bay, 
March 7, 2013.—Reuters

SACRAMENTO, (Calif) — One 
student was killed and two others 
injured after a fistfight at a Sacra-
mento community college escalat-
ed into a shooting, a school official 
and police said, but classes were to 
be held as normal on Friday.

The gunman, who police said 
was of Pacific Island descent and 
wearing cargo shorts and no shirt, 
was still at large.

Sacramento City College has 
not released the names of the three 
male students. One of those injured 

was taken to hospital, Sacramento 
police Sergeant Doug Morse said, 
and the other had graze wounds 
and was not badly hurt. 

Police locked down the col-
lege after the 4 pm (2300 GMT)
shooting near its baseball field and 

gave the all-clear about four hours 
later after searching buildings and 
allowing students and staff to go 
home, college spokesman Rick 
Brewer said.

The incident started as a 
quarrel which led to a fistfight, he 

said. “Then one of them took out a 
semi-auto pistol and began shoot-
ing,” he said. Police had initially 
said the shooting was across the 
street from the campus but later 
said it was on the college grounds 
near the baseball field.—Reuters

Gunman kills one student, wounds two others at Sacramento college

picture of the day

An Israeli antiquities authority worker cleans a 1,800 year-old sarcophagus outside the Israeli antiqui-
ties authority storage facility in Beit Shemesh, Israel, on Sept. 3, 2015. The ancient sarcophagus was 
discovered at a construction site in southern Israel’s coastal town of Ashkelon, Israel’s Antiquities 
Authority (IAA) announced in a statement Thursday. —Xinhua
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Weather 
report

BAY INFERENCE: 
Monsoon is weak in the 
Andaman Sea and Bay of 
Bengal.
FORECAST VALID 
UNTIL EVENING OF 
THE 5th September, 
2015: Rain or thunder-
showers will be scattered 
in Lower Sagaing, Man-
dalay and Magway Re-
gions, Shan and Kayah 
States, fairly widespread 
in Upper Sagaing, Bago, 
Yangon and Ayeyarwady 
Regions, Kachin and Chin 
States and widespread in 
the remaining Regions 
and States. Degree of cer-
tainty is (100%).
STATE OF THE SEA: 
Sea will be slight to mod-
erate in Myanmar waters.
OUTLOOK FOR 
SUBSEQUENT TWO 
DAYS: Weak monsoon.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV BC SANFRANCISCO 

VOY NO (0013W)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV BC SANFRAN-

CISCO VOY NO (0013W) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 5.9.2015 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of m.i.p where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to 
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from 
the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S OOCL SHIPPING LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV BEHSHAD VOY NO (SCY 1004)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV BEHSHAD 

VOY NO (SCY 1004) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 5.9.2015 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of m.i.T.T where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and 
conditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to 
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from 
the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S LAND AND SEA SHIPPING 
LINE

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV LANTAU ACE VOY NO (010N)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV LANTAU ACE 
VOY NO (010N) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 5.9.2015 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the consign-
ee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and con-
ditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to 
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from 
the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S YANG MING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

ADVERTISE WITH US!
-	 We are Myanmar’s highest-

circulating English language daily 
newspaper

-	 We offer competitive ad rates
-	 Your ad will be seen by a wide 

and influential readership
Email: thantunaungnlm@gmail.com
Phone: (01) 860 4532

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ENERGY

MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
 (INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER ) 

(14/2015) 
	 Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in United 
States Dollars and Myanmar Kyats, 
Sr.No 	 Tender No 	 Description 		            Remark 
(1)	 IFB-044(15-16)	 Well Servicing Equipment (15) Items		  US$ 
(2) 	 IFB-045(l 5-16)	 Well Control Accessories (9) Items 		  US$ 
(3) 	 IFB-046(15-16)	 Spares for Mack Oil Field Truck (17) Items 	 US$ 
(4) 	 IFB-047(15-16)	 Spares for Well Servicing Truck (1) Item 	 US$ 
(5) 	 IFB-048(15-16)	 Spares for 50 Ton Hitachi Sumitomo 		  US$ 
		  Hydraulic Crawler Crane (10) Items 
(6) 	 IFB-049(15-16)	 Ariel Compressor JGK-4 and Cooper 		  US$
		  MH64 with Waukesha P-9390 GL 
		  Spares (11) Items 
(7) 	 IFB-050(15-16)	 AJAX DPC 600 Spares (25) Items 		  US$ 
(8) 	 IFB-051(15-16)	 NKK Compressor KJB2 & KB2 with 		  US$ 
		  Waukesha L7G042GU & H 2475 Engine 
		  Spares (10) Items 
(9) 	 IFB-052(15-16)	 Cementing Head and Accessories (11)Items	 US$ 
(10) 	 DMP/L-007(15-16)	 SAE 15 W 40 Diesel Engine Oil (1) Lot 	 Ks 
	 Tender Closing Date &. Time - 29-9-2015, 16:30 Hr 
	 Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 1st 

September, 2015 at the Finance Department, Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No(44) 
Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar. 

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise 
Ph.+9567-411097 /411206 

TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE is hereby given that JUPITER FOODS PTE. LTD., a company incorporated under the
laws of Singapore, No. 391-B, Orchard Road, Ngee Ann City, Tower B # 18-08, Singapore 238874,
is the Owner and Sole proprietor of the following trademarks:-

The above registered trademarks are used in respect of goods classified under Class 29 of the
International Classification of Goods and Services for “Meat, fish, poultry and game; meat extracts;
eggs, milk and milk products; edible oils and fats, Foodstuff Products’’; and Class 43 of the International
Classification of Goods and Services, for “Services for providing food and drink.”
Any fraudulent imitation or unauthorized use of the said trademark or other infringements whatsoever,
will be dealt with according to law.

U YE NOOS ( Advocate ) 5341
YE NOOS & ASSOCIATES (Law Firm)For JUPITER FOODS PTE. LTD.

(ye.noos1@gmail.com)

SO  TASTY

CHAMPION  OF  FRIED  CHICKEN
Champion of Fried ChickenChampion of Fried ChickenChampion of Fried ChickenChampion of Fried ChickenChampion of Fried Chicken

( Reg No. IV-10196/2015 )

( Reg No. IV-10198/2015 )( Reg No. IV-10197/2015 )

One of the famous restaurant in Yangon is 
Looking for investor or business Partnership 
at 50 % share at Kyat 216,000,000 for detail 
discussion call H/P 09-258221576.

WELLINGTON — New 
Zealand Commerce and 
Consumer Affairs Min-
ister Paul Goldsmith will 
be seeking to break down 
behind-the-border trade 
barriers at an Asia- Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) ministerial meet-
ing on structural reform in 
the Philippines next week.

“Structural reform 
looks to open up trade and 
markets by removing any 
behind-the-border bar-
riers to doing business. 
These barriers could be 
regulations, government 
policies or institutional 
frameworks which act as 
obstacles to trade and in-
vestment between mem-
bers,” Goldsmith said in 

a statement Friday. New 
Zealand would be chairing 
the APEC Economic Com-
mittee, which takes a lead-
ing role in promoting struc-
tural reform within APEC, 
through to 2016.

“I am looking for-
ward to participating in 
these meetings where 
APEC members gain in-
sight on reform progress 
in each economy and learn 
from each other on how to 
overcome obstacles,” said 
Goldsmith. “By working 
on behind-the-border im-
pediments to economic 
growth, we can further the 
APEC goals of sustained 
growth and better regional 
economic integration,” he 
said.—Xinhua

New Zealand looks to break 
down barriers in APEC markets

DHAKA — A Bangladesh 
court on Thursday charged 
the owners of a garment 
factory and 11 staff with 
homicide in connection 
with the deaths of 112 
workers in the country’s 
worst industrial blaze near-

ly three years ago.
The court indicted Del-

war Hossain and his wife, 
Mahmuda Akter, the own-
ers of the Tazreen Fashions, 
and 11 employees, includ-
ing factory managers and 
security guards, in connec-

tion with the November 24, 
2012, fire on the outskirts of 
the capital, Dhaka.

The trial will start on 
Oct. 1, public prosecutor 
Khandakar Abdul Mannan 
told reporters. If convicted, 
they could face life in pris-

on. Many of those who died 
in the multi-storey building 
died because supervisors 
ordered workers back to 
their stations even as an 
alarm rang and smoke rose 
through an internal stair-
case.—Reuters

Bangladesh charges 13 over 2012 garment factory fire
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Los Angeles — Hollywood 
actor Chris Evans has swapped 
his “Captain America” shield for 
the director’s chair in “Before 
We Go”, a romantic drama he 
also stars in along with British 
actress Alice Eve.

Evans makes his directorial 
debut with the movie about two 
strangers who meet in New York 
one night, and whose initial ac-
quaintance turns into a more 
trusting relationship.

Speaking at the film’s 
screening in Los Angeles on 
Wednesday night, Evans said he 
was “just getting my feet wet” 
directing his first feature film.

“It was kind of a new kid 
at the first day of school, it was 

Actor Chris Evans makes 
directorial debut in ‘Before We Go’

understood that I had no formal 
training so it’s a matter of try-
ing to not make a fool out 
of yourself,” Evans told 
Reuters.

“But I was sur-
rounded by a lot of 
good people and I had a 
lot of good advice from 
a lot of talented depart-
ments.”

The movie has drawn 
comparisons to award-win-
ning director Richard Linklat-
er’s romantic drama trilogy “Be-
fore Sunrise”, “Before Sunset” 
and “Before Midnight”.

“Richard Linklater is a phe-
nomenal director and if this is 
a homage to him then that’s a 

great achievement for Chris,” 
Eve said when asked about the 
similarities between the films.

“Before We Go” opens in 
US cinemas on Friday.—Reuters

Manchester United Legends v Bayern Munich All Stars - Old Trafford - 
14/6/15 - Singer Ella Eyre performs before the game.—Reuters 

London — Ella Eyre, the Brit-
ish singer known for her bold vo-
cals, has just released her debut 
album, after collaborations with 
drum and bass band Rudimental 
and rapper Wiz Khalifa. But the 
21-year-old says becoming a pop 
star was not her childhood dream.

“I never got picked for the so-
los in the school choirs or school 
plays ... so it was never something 
I really considered strongly,” she 
said in an interview.

Aged 16, Eyre, whose real 
name is Ella McMahon, was cast 
as Tallulah in her school produc-
tion of “Bugsy Malone”, which 
she enjoyed so much she went 
to study musical theater for two 
years. “I loved musical theater, 
but I felt like I was quite restricted 
by playing a character and singing 
someone else’s words and some-
one else’s lyrics. I felt like I had 
something to say, so I started writ-
ing,” she said. 

Eyre’s career began when 
she lent her vocals to tracks such 
as Rudimental’s “Waiting All 
Night”, which went on to top the 
British charts and win a BRIT 
Award.

The singer released her debut 
EP in late 2013 and three Top 20 
singles followed. The release of 
her debut album, “Feline”, was 
delayed last year, only going out 
last week.

“It is a completely different 
album to how it was supposed to 
sound,” she said. “There are new-
er, better songs.” 

Eyre writes most of her tracks 
and says she has wanted to avoid 
being moulded.

“I’ve always been quite 
strong-willed and bull-headed 
about the way I wanted to be as an 
artist,” she said ahead of a perfor-
mance on Wednesday to launch 
the new Fiat 500 car at London’s 
Tower Bridge.

“Taking songs was never an 
option for me because as a per-
former I want to translate the mes-
sage and emotion that comes from 
that song, so if I haven’t written  
it how am I supposed to under-
stand it?”—Reuters

Singer Ella Eyre eyes solo success with debut album

Models display creations of the TU’i Fall/Winter collection at the Elle 
Fashion Week 2015 in Bangkok, Thailand, Sept. 3, 2015.—Xinhua

Models display creations at Elle 
Fashion Week 2015 in Bangkok

Stan Lee jokes about ‘Fantastic Four’ failure
Los Angeles — Comic leg-
end Stan Lee has joked that the 
reason for the box-office debacle 
of Josh Trank’s “Fantastic Four” 
was his absence from the movie. 

The 92-year-old former 
president and chairman of Mar-
vel Comics also joked that the 
story of the latest movie was 
not discussed with him, reported 
Aceshowbiz. 

“Well, it was probably be-
cause I didn’t have a cameo 
in it. And they didn’t discuss  
the story with me,” Lee said jok-
ingly. 

“I haven’t seen it yet, so  
I really can’t comment,” he  
added. —PTI

Comic legend Stan Lee has joked that the reason for the box-office 
debacle of Josh Trank’s “Fantastic Four” was his absence from  
the movie.—PTI

Chris Evans

New York — Oh Baby! Justin 
Bieber’s comeback is getting off 
to an emotional start with the Ca-
nadian pop sensation showcasing 
his sensitive side as he seeks to 
put his bad boy past firmly behind 
him.

Bieber, now 21, broke down 
in tears at Sunday’s MTV Video 
Music Awards show after his first 
performance there in five years.

The sobs, he told Jimmy Fal-
lon in an appearance on “The To-
night Show,” were authentic.

“Honestly, I just wasn’t ex-
pecting them to support me in the 
way they did. Last time I was at 
an award show I was booed,” Bie-
ber told Fallon on Wednesday.

Bieber is back on the promo-
tional trail ahead of the fall release 
of his first album of new material 
in three years, most of which were 
marked by bad behavior off stage 
and a string of court cases that 
risked damaging his image as a 
family-friendly teen heartthrob. 
Bieber first found fame as a 13 
year-old and went on to become a 
global pop phenomenon with hits 
like “Baby” and “Believe.” 

He said in January that he 
was aiming to shed the “arrogant” 

and “conceited” attitude that led 
to arrests for careless driving, 
pelting a neighbor’s home with 
eggs, assaulting a photographer, 
and abandoning a pet monkey at 
a German airport.

“I just had a bunch of knuck-
leheads around me,” he told Fal-
lon of his wild child period. “That 
was pretty much it. You have to 
figure out what you are okay with, 
and what you’re not okay with, 
but you have to test the waters. 
I just happen to be in front of a 
spotlight and they caught all those 
moments.”

In the first of a series of 
week-long promotions on NBC’s 
“Today” show on Thursday, Bie-
ber’s work with the Make a Wish 
Foundation was highlighted in in-
terviews with two young female 
fans who had personal meetings 
with him when they were serious-
ly ill.

Bieber’s latest single, “What 
Do You Mean?” released last 
week, is expected to give him 
his first top 10 hit since 2012. He 
is expected to promote it to his 
“Belieber” fans in a free “Today” 
show concert in New York City 
on Sept. 10.—Reuters

Justin Bieber shows 
off vulnerable side as 
comeback gets under way
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Golf patrons wander the foggy grounds during player practice rounds ahead of the 2015 
Masters at Augusta National Golf Course in Augusta, Georgia April 8, 2015.—Reuters

How green should a course be in times of drought?

LOS ANGELES — For the 
non-golfer, the image is an 
unsettling one — lush golf 
courses sprawling across 
the desert areas around 
Palm Springs in arid Cal-
ifornia while the state is 
suffering a drought for a 
fourth consecutive year.

Similar scenes can be 
found in states such as Ne-
vada, Texas and Arizona 
where golf courses appear 
to be getting more than 
their fair share of water in 
an era of climate change 
when usage is increasing-
ly restricted in the private 
and public sectors.

For the United States 
Golf Association (USGA), 
however, a much bigger 
picture must be viewed 
when it comes to assess-
ing the management of 

resources on golf courses, 
which can play a signifi-
cant environmental role in 
urban areas.

“Golf adds such a 
benefit to communities,” 
Kimberly Erusha, manag-
ing director of the greens 
section for the USGA, told 
Reuters. “You think about 
the green space golf cours-
es offer, the benefits of the 
habitat they offer.

“Golf courses provide 
oxygen, they are a great 
cooling sink for the com-
munity and it’s a great rec-
reation that you can play 
from young to old.

“We also have to look 
at what’s going on behind 
the scenes, at very efficient 
irrigation systems and at 
golf course superinten-
dents who are trained to be 

able to apply water as effi-
ciently as possible.”

USGA green section 
agronomists have made 
more than 80,000 consult-
ing visits to golf courses 
in the United States since 
the 1950s and the govern-
ing body has given more 
than $40 million to fund 
research into turf care and 
development.

Erusha says she has 
been especially excited by 
the USGA’s development 
of an electronic resource 
management tool which 
will aid golf course super-
intendents in identifying 
areas where irrigation, 
mowing and fertilizer can 
be greatly reduced.

“This tool is not com-
pletely available to the 
public as of yet,” said 

Erusha. “This summer, 
we have been field testing 
it with 39 different golf 
courses across the US to 
build up the content in the 
data base.

“The idea behind the 
tool is to be able to look 
at how golfers are utiliz-
ing the course and then 
balance that with how the 
golf course is being main-
tained.”

An integral compo-
nent of the tool is a GPS 
tracker which is fitted to 
golfers to monitor their 
movements out on the 
course.

“You then take those 
tracks and lay them down 
over a Google Earth image 
of the golf course and see 
where exactly the players 
are going,” said Erusha.

“We can then identi-
fy areas that are not being 
used as much, and those 
areas can be put under 
less irrigation, less mow-
ing, less fertilizer and they 
don’t have to be main-
tained. 

Ultimately that’s go-
ing to help with the bottom 
line.”

Golf course superin-
tendents also benefit from 
an array of other tools, 
including soil sensors and 
hand-held moisture me-
ters, while grasses have 
been developed by the 
USGA that require less 
water and less fertilizer.

California’s ongoing 
drought and escalating talk 
in the US about climate 

change globally have un-
questionably heightened 
public awareness about 
water usage.

July was the warm-
est month ever on record 
worldwide and 2015 has 
been so far the hottest 
year, according to a report 
last month by the US Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration.

As people adjust to the 
impact of water use in both 
the private and public sec-
tors, golfers’ perceptions 
are gradually evolving 
and the lure of beautifully 
manicured, emerald green 
courses is no longer the 
‘Holy Grail’ for everyone.

“Mother Nature is not 
perfect so shades of green 
can be a good thing on a 
golf course,” said Erusha 
while pointing to the ex-
amples of Pinehurst and 
links-style Chambers Bay, 
which were sandy and 
brownish in hue as venues 
for the last two US Opens.

“Golf course superin-
tendents have had the abil-
ities to provide a lot of the 
conditioning that golfers 
have wanted in the past. 

Now we’ve got to 
come back a little bit more 
to balance that out.

“We have to make 
sure we’re being sustaina-
ble in the management of 
courses while also recog-
nizing you can have terrific 
playing quality, although 
it may not be uniformly 
green from one edge to an-
other.”—Reuters

(5-9-2015 07:00 am~6-9-2015 07:00 am) MST
Today Fresh
07:03	  Am 	 News
07:26	  Am	 Great Shwedagon- Charitable Associations
08:03	  Am	 News 
08:27	  Am	 Shwe Myanmar And Full Moon Day Of Waso
09:03	  Am	 News
09:26	  Am	 Myanmar Leading Woman “May Sabai Phyu”
09:38	  Am	 Visiting A Serene Village In The Northwest of Myanmar
09:53	  Am 	 Made in Myanmar “Mixxo”
10:03	  Am 	 News
10:27	  Am	 Pa O in the Union
10:50	  Am	 Myanmar’s Export: Mango

(11:00 Am ~ 03:00 Pm)	 -  Friday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Pm ~ 07:00 Pm) 	 -  Today Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

Prime Time
07:03	  Pm	 News
07:26	  Pm	 Interesting Features of Rakhine
07:47	  Pm	 Today Myanmar: Impacts of Social Media (Part-2)
08:03	  Pm	 News
08:27	  Pm	 Unique Pattern Of Myanma… A Trend Of Chin Traditional Dress
08:58	  Pm	 Myanmar Masterclass: Fantastic Art

(09:00 Pm ~ 11:00 Pm)    -Today Repeat  (09:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am)    - Friday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
(03:00 Am ~ 07:00 Am)   - Today Repeat  (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)

(For Detailed Schedule – www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)

MADRID — Spain coach 
Vicente del Bosque is likely 
to use the Chelsea collection 
when he side play their key 
qualifying game for the 2016 
European Championships 
on Saturday night.

The Spanish entertain 
Slovakia in Oviedo know-
ing that a win over the Slo-
vaks would go a long way 
towards taking them to the 
leadership of their qualify-
ing group, but that a defeat 
could leave them looking 
over their shoulder.

Slovakia are the only 
team who have beaten Spain 
in qualifying with a 2-1 win 
a year ago and have a 100 
percent record in qualifying 
with 18 points from 6 games, 
whereas the Spanish have 15 
points from the same num-
ber of games: three more 
than the Ukraine, who are 
third in the group.

Del Bosque had few 
surprises in the squad he 
named a week ago, although 
he did give a return to strik-
er Diego Costa, who subse-
quently commented he was 
‘in debt’ with his adopted 
country. The Brazilian born 
forward is likely to have a 
chance to repay that debt 
on Saturday as Del Bosque 
looks likely to pair him with 
former Barcelona forward, 
Pedro Rodriguez, who is 
now Costa’s clubmate after 
joining Chelsea in the sum-
mer.—Xinhua

(5-9-2015, Saturday)

6:00 am 
•  Paritta by Venerable 

Mingun Sayadaw 
6:15 am 
•  Documentary  

(Mingun Sayadaw)
6:35 am 
•	 Physical Exercise
6:45 am 
•	 Documentary
7:00 am 
•  News/ Weather Report
7:30 am 
•	 Head Line News
7:35 am 
•  Hyper Sports
8:00 am
• 	News/ International 

News 
8:30 am 
•	 Head Line News 
8:35 am 
•	 The Farmer
9:00 am
• 	News/ International 

News 
9:35 am
•	 MRTV’s Youth 

Programme

10:35 am
• 	Science and 

Technology 
Programme 

11:00 am 
•  News/ Weather Report
11:35 am
•	 Game For Children
 12:00 noon 
•	 News/ International 

News/ Weather Report
12:35 pm
•	 Round Up Of The 

Week’s Local TV News
1:10 pm
•	 Teleplay
1:50 pm
•	 Myoemanyein Music 

Troupe (Part-4)
2:10 pm
•	 Documentary
3:00 pm
•	 News/ Weather Report
4:35 pm 
•  University of Distance 

Education 
	 (TV Lectures) 
	 — Fouth Year 

(Zoology)  

5:00 pm 
•  News
5:15 pm 
•  Documentary (Part-1)
5:30 pm 
•  Head Line News
5:35 pm 
•  Documentary (Part-2)
6:00 pm 
•  News/ Weather Report
6:15 pm
•	 Teleplay
6:30 pm 
•  Head Line News 
7:00 pm
•	 News/ Weather Report
7:30 pm
•	 Head Line News
7:35 pm
•	 Business News
8:00 pm 
•	 News/ International 

News/ Weather Report
9:00 pm
•	 News
•	 Gitadagale 

Phwintbarown
•	 Teleplay

Spain need win 
over Slovakia 
to assure Euro 

2016 hopes
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at many points out there in the 
match.”

The Briton did have several 
early opportunities but failed to 
cash in, converting only one-of-
seven break points in the opening 
set.

However, Murray has sur-
vived enough of these type of 
tests to know not to panic.

“When you’re not playing 
your best, you find a way to come 
through matches like that. It can 
give you confidence. You feel a 
little bit like you’re fortunate to 
still be in the event and you’re a 
bit more relaxed going into the 
next matches,” he said.

“When you’ve done it in 
the past, you have the belief that 
you can come through and do it 
again. That definitely helped me 
here today,” Murray added in 
a raspy voice caused by a head 
cold.

Two sets down and with his 
back against the wall in the sec-
ond-round match at Arthur Ashe 
Stadium, Murray snapped into 
focus and started to hit his strokes 
with piercing accuracy. 

He ran the tiring Frenchman 
ragged in streaking through the 
remainder of the match, not al-
lowing a single break point in the 
final three sets.

“You don’t always have 
the luxury of winning in straight 
sets,” said Murray. “Sometimes 
you have to fight through.”

Next up for Murray will be 
Brazilian Thomaz Bellucci, a 
6-0, 6-3, 6-4 winner over Japan’s 
Yoshihito Nishioka.— Reuters

Murray overcomes two-set deficit in New York heat

Andy Murray of Britain celebrates after winning a point against Adrian 
Mannarino of France during their second round match at the U.S. Open 
Championships tennis tournament in New York, September 3, 2015. 
Reuters

LONDON — Tottenham Hot-
spur and England striker Harry 
Kane has shrugged of sugges-
tions that he is a one-season 
wonder after failing to find the 
net in his four games this cam-
paign, British media reported.

The 22-year-old scored 
31 goals in his breakthrough 
campaign for Spurs last sea-
son, including 21 in the Premier 
League, and is in the England 
squad for their European Cham-
pionship qualifiers against San 
Marino and Switzerland.

“As a striker, you are going 
to get chances where you miss 
and, after that, it is about how 
you cope. Some strikers go down 
a bad path and lose their confi-
dence but not me,” Kane, who 
also scored on his England debut 
in March, was quoted as saying.

“My start to the season has 
been okay. It could have been 
better. I would like to have scored 
by now but football doesn’t al-
ways work like that,” he added.

The centre-forward revealed 
that he had sought the advice of 
England captain Wayne Rooney 
and ex-skipper Alan Shearer on 

Tottenham striker Kane dismisses 
‘one-season wonder’ tag

YANGON—Hundreds of mil-
lions of kyat will be spent on re-
pairing and upgrading facilities 
at Aung San Stadium, with funds 
provided by Myanmar Foot-
ball Federation, the Ayeyawady 
Foundation and football fans, the 
MFF said.

“Continuous football match-
es and heavy rains have damaged 
the field. We estimate that the to-
tal costs for repairs will be some-
where between K400 million and 
K700 million,” media director U 
Soe Moe Kyaw of MFF told The 
Global New Light of Myanmar on 
2 September.

In addition to repairing the 
wear and tear on the field, the 

Aung San Stadium to undergo major repairs
project will also include replac-
ing search lights, stands, dressing 
rooms, ceilings and referee rooms. 
The media director said that the re-
pairs will be carried out in phases.

The head coach of Ay-
eyawady United FC requested 
MFF to change the venue of the 
General Aung San Cup Football 
Tournament final on 27 October, 
claiming the grounds were too 
badly damaged.

Myanmar will be hosting 
the ASEAN Football Federation 
(AFF) Suzuki Cup 2016, the date 
of which has not yet been set. It 
will take place at Thuwanna Stadi-
um’s Youth Training Centre, with 
Aung San Stadium being a back-
up venue should the repairs not 
be completed in time, U Soe Moe 

Ko Moe

NEW YORK — Andy Mur-
ray made another of his trade-
mark stirring fightbacks as the 
third-seeded Scot powered past 
Frenchman Adrian Mannarino af-
ter dropping the first two sets of 
their second round encounter at a 
sweltering US Open on Thursday.

Murray, who looked befud-
dled early on, recovered to beat 
the left-hander 5-7, 4-6, 6-1, 6-3, 
6-1 as he overcame a two-set defi-
cit to record victory for the eighth 
time in his career.

The world number three fin-
ished off the extreme turnaround 
with his 21st ace to end the three 
hour, 17 minute match on an op-

pressive afternoon at the US Na-
tional Tennis Center.

The crafty Mannarino, 
ranked 35th despite having no 
ATP Tour titles to his credit, 
seemed to put Murray in a daze 
early on with a shifting variety 
of groundstrokes, drop shots and 
volleys at the net.

“I’m proud of the way I 
fought,” Murray told reporters. 
“It was not an easy match to come 
through at all. He was making it 
extremely difficult for me.

“I thought he played some 
really, really good tennis. He 
has such an unorthodox game, I 
didn’t really feel that comfortable 

how to end his drought.
Rooney is one short of 

Bobby Charlton’s record of 49 
goals for England, while Shearer 
scored 30 times for the national 
team.

“Wayne has done it year in, 
year out,” Kane said. 

“I like talking to players like 
that and seeing how he has dealt 
with it.

“Shearer is a top man. It was 
good to talk to him. He’s been in 
the same sort of situation as I am 
now and he gave me some good 
tips.”—Reuters

England’s Harry Kane during the 
press conference.—Reuters

YANGON — Myanmar U-16 
team will play a round of 
matches against local and na-
tional football clubs as part of 
the lead-up to the 2016 Asian 
Football Confederation U-16 
Championship qualifiers, ac-
cording to the Myanmar Foot-
ball Federation.

The U-16s will play 

U-16s team selections made after trial matches

Kyaw added. 
Aung San Stadium has a ca-

pacity of 40,000 seats and main-
tenance works have been carried 
out just once since MFF leased 
the stadium from the Sports and 
Physical Education Department 
in December 2009.

U Soe Oo, a stadium official, 
said, “We expect the repairs to 
take around two months to com-
plete. The lawns, search lights 
and dressing rooms should be re-
paired at the same time.”

Manaw Myay FC of Myan-
mar National League uses Aung 
San Stadium as its home ground. 
At present, Myanmar National 
League-1 and League-2 and Gen-
eral Aung San Cup are held at 
Aung San Stadium.—GNLM

Myawady FC, which won the 
Myanmar National League 2 on 
5 September before playing ei-
ther Myanmar’s U-18 or U-19 
team on 11 September. MFF will 
release the finalists of the U-16 
team following these matches.

Myanmar is included in the 
Group (J) of the qualifier, togeth-
er with Australia, Vietnam and 

Guam.
Myanmar will play against 

host country Vietnam on 16 
September, Australia on 18 Sep-
tember and Guam on 20 Sep-
tember.

Myanmar took second place 
in the AFF U-16 Championship 
last year after being defeated by 
Thailand in the final.—GNLM

Abdullah bin Khalifa Stadium, Doha, Qatar 3.9.2015

World Cup Asia Qualifier

VIENTIANE — Thailand 
proved their superiority with an 
amazing 6-0 win over Vietnam 
in the final of the AFF Under-19 
Championship at the National 
Sports Complex Stadium 
tonight. The Thais, after taking a 
one-goal lead at the break, took 
time before they found their 
rhythm and exploded with five 
more goals. 

Tonight’s result, which 
matches the biggest scoreline in 
the tournament, was by no means 
a true reflection of the match itself. 
The Vietnam players fought to the 
very end, but as the many chances 
they had all failed to hit its mark, 
the players spirits were clearly 
crushed. The Thai players took 
advanatge and began their plunder 
of goals.—aseanfootball.org

Thais crowned champions after 
hitting sixer past Vietnam

Laos out-shoot Malaysia to claim bronze
VIENTIANE — Hosts Laos found some consolation in finising third 
in the AFF Under-19 Championship when they edged Malaysia 3-2 
(1-1) in a thrilling penalty shootout at the National Sports Complex 
Stadium here on Friday.——aseanfootball.org

Kuwait	 9	 -	 0	 Myanmar


