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Stable policies
before stable politics

UEC announces
preliminary
candidate lists

By Ye Myint

Yancon, 20 Aug — The country’s two main political par-
ties — the ruling Union Solidarity and Development Party and
the opposition National League for Democracy — will each field
more than 1,000 candidates in the 8 November general election.

According to preliminary candidate lists announced this + ' .
week by the Union Election Commission, 93 political parties 1

have nominated a total of 5,866 candidates. The ruling party
accounts for 1,134 and the opposition 1,151, topping the can-
didatelist.

The NLD did not take part in the previous general election
won by the USDP in 2010.

Of the ruling party candidates, 318 will seek seats in the
Pyithu Hluttaw (Lower House), 165 in the Amyotha Hluttaw
(Upper House) and 651 for region and state hluttaws.

NLD candidates will contest 325 seats of the Pyithu Hlut-
taw, 167 in the Amyotha HIluttaw and 659 for region and state
hluttaws.

The National Union Party will field the third-highest num-
ber of candidates with 763 — 208 for the Pyithu Hluttaw, 98
for the Amyotha Hluttaw and 457 for region and state hluttaws.

The NUP fielded more than 900 candidates in the previous
election but won only 17 seats.

Including 323 independents, the total number of candidates
who have registered for the el ection stands at 6,189.

According to a UEC announcement last month, 330 con-
stituencies will be contested in the Pyithu Hluttaw, 168 in the
Amyotha Hluttaw, 644 for region and state Hluttaws and 29 for

79 ik

Myanmar to hand

over 126 more verified
Bangladesh nationals to
country of origin

Nay Py1 Taw, 20 Aug—Myanmar and
Bangladesh have been closely cooperating
in repatriation process of the boat people
rescued by Myanmar in May 2015. A tota
of 501 Bangladesh nationals were hand-
ed over in four batches to the Bangladesh
side.

As a result of coordination between
the two side, additional 126 verified Bang-
ladesh nationals out of the remaining 228
persons who are temporarily sheltered at
Taung Pyo (Let We') are planned to be
handed over to the Bangladesh side on 25
August 2015, according to the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs—MNA

Irrawaddy dolphin
spotted outside normal

habitat range

Yancon, 20 Aug—Fishermen and
boat operators have reported sightings of
arare Irrawaddy dolphin at the Sar Phyu
Gyi Confluence of the Ayeyawady Delta,
in an area where the aquatic mammals are
not normally found.

“I have been seeing him for a year,”
fisherman U Myo Gyi said. “His body and
beak is not the same as others.”

Boat transportation line owner U
Kyaw Naing said he had seen the dolphin
while en route to Y angon.

“During pleasant wezther, there are
more chances to see him,” U Kyaw Naing
said. “It would be safer for him if the au-

national race representatives.

August.—GNLM

The UEC is currently scrutinizing the nomination of candi-
datesfrom the political parties, and alist of candidateswho have
passed the scrutiny process is expected to be announced late 27

Cast your vote **
to build the
country.

thorities took care of him.”

General Secretary of the Myanmar
Fisheries Federation U Win Kyaing said it
was unusual for an Irrawaddy dolphin to
be seen in the area.

(See page 2)

North and South Korea exchange artillery fire

Seour, 20 Aug — South Korea
fired tens of artillery rounds towards
North Korea on Thursday after the
North launched shells to protest South
Korea's anti-Pyongyang propaganda
broadcasts along the border, as tension
escalated on the peninsula.

North Korea did not return fire
but later warned Seoul in aletter that it
would take military action if the South
did not stop the loudspeaker broadcasts
within 48 hours, the South’s defence
ministry said.

In a separate letter, Pyongyang
said it was willing to offer an opening
to resolve the conflict even though it
considers the broadcasts a declaration
of war, South Korea’s Unification Min-
istry said.

A South Korean military official
said the broadcasts, which began on
Aug. 10, would continue.

South Korea said the North fired a
14.5 mm anti-aircraft shell a 3:52 p.m.
(0652 GMT), then fired multiple shells
from a 76.2 mm direct fire weapon at
4:15 p.m. No damage or injuries were
reported in the South.

South Korean President Park Ge-
un-hye told top defence officials to
“react firmly” to North Korean prov-
ocations, a spokesman quoted her as
saying.

South Korea's military, which
said it fired 155 mm artillery rounds
in response, raised its dert status to the
highest level.

“Our military has stepped up mon-

itoring and is closely watching North
Korean military movements,” South
Korea s defence ministry said.

There was no mention of the firing
in isolated North Kored's state media,
which does not typically make imme-
diate comment on events.

The first North Korean shell land-
ed in an area about 60 km (35 miles)
north of Seoul in the western part of the
border zone, the defence ministry said.
Nearly 800 South Korean residents liv-
ing close to the border were ordered to
evacuate and stay in shelters, according
to officials from Gyeonggi province
and the city of Incheon.

The exchange of fire was the first
between the two Koreas since last Oc-
tober—Reuters

South Korea’s President Park Geun-hye (C) presides over a
special National Security Council meeting at the Presiden-
tial Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, in this handout pic-
ture provided by the Presidential Blue House and released
by News1 on August 20, 2015.—ReuTers
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PARLIAMENT

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw suspends
dlscussmn on recall bill

Nay Pyi Taw, 20
Aug— The Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw on Thursday de-
cided to suspend discus-
sion on the recall bill, with
members of parliament
voting 264 in favour and
235 against the bill.

Defence services rep-
resentative Brig-Gen Tint
Hsan called for rapid en-
actment of the bill, saying
the Constitution provided
all citizens with the right to
recall their representatives
considered as dishonest.

He also stressed that
legislative bodies were re-
sponsible for protecting the
fundamental rights of the
citizens.

U Aung Kyi Nyunt
of the Magway Region
constituency suggested a
broader discussion of the
differences between the
Amyotha Hluttaw and the

Pyithu Hluttaw in line with
the remarks proposed by
the Joint Bill Committee,
warning that prompt ap-
proval of the bill would af-
fect national reconciliation.

U Nay Win Tun of the
Shan State constituency
and Daw Khin San Hlaing
of Pale constituency argued
in favour of further discus-
sion.

During the session, the
parliament put on record
the monogamy bill and the
religious conversion bill,
with Deputy Minister Daw
Lei Lei Thein expounding
the possibility of Myanmar
signing the third protocol
to amend the Agreement on
Trade in Goods under the
Framework Agreement on
Comprehensive Economic
Cooperation between ASE-
AN and South Korea.

MNA

MP criticizes suspension

Nay Pyi Taw, 20
Aug— A well-known
member of parliament at
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on
Thursday criticized the de-
cision to suspend the recall
bill, complaining that the
parliament is heavy with
self-seekers.

In an interview, MP U
Hla Swe said that voters do
have the right to recall the
representatives who fail to
bring about development in
their region.

“That law is essential
for the electorates to punish
their representatives,” he

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw representatives discuss recall biII.—MNA

of recall bill

said, adding that it is awful
that the suspended bill will
not be able to bring back si-
lent parliamentarians.

The motion to enact
the bill to recall members of
parliament was defeated by
264 votes to 235.

MNA

Money Expo 2015 commences at
Tatmadaw Convention Hall

Yancon, 20 Aug—
With the aim of helpful for
Myanmar economic devel-
opment, Myanmar Promo-
tional Services Co., Ltd.
organized the Money Expo
2015 at Tatmadaw Conven-
tion Hall on U Wisara Road,
Thursday. U Myint Swe,

Chief Minister of Yangon
Region and party visited the
shows.

A total of 30 Ilocal
companies from financial
sectors showcased service
documents and machinery
on banking insurance, stock
exchange, credit card,

debit card, point of sale,
automated teller machine,
tele-banking, M-banking,
e-Banking, digital banking,
banking software, securities
at 130 showrooms.
The expo will run up to
23 August.
MNA

No extension of pension scheme

planned: Ministry of Finance

Nay Pyr Taw, 20
Aug — The government
has no plans to extend the
pension payment scheme
for civil servants who re-
tired as of 1 April 2015 to
those who retired before
the date, Deputy Minister
for Finance Dr Lin Aung
told the Pyithu Hluttaw on
Thursday.

The deputy minister
made the statement in re-
sponse to a question raised
by Dr Soe Yin of Kamayut
Constituency during the
12" regular session of the
Lower House.

Spouses of ASEAN Navy Chiefs observe
maternal, child development activities

Nay Pvi

Aug—The  spouses

Taw, 20 ASEAN Navy Chiefs and Myanmar
of party on Thursday visited Child Welfare Associa-

Maternal and

tion’s office here to ob-
serve the programmes run
by the association.

During their visit, Sec-
retary of MMCWA Daw
Tin Tin Win clarified the
functions and duties of the
association as well as its
wide range of development
programmes for maternal
and child.

They also visited
a clinic established by
the association to improve
maternal and child health
care.

MNA

Officials of MMCWA meet
with spouses of ASEAN
Navy Chiefs.—mna

Pyithu Hluttaw
Speaker Thura U Shwe
Mann announced that
the Hluttaw received the
bill amending the Law
Relating to the Election
of the President and Vice
Presidents and the bill
amending the 2012 Pyithu

Hluttaw Law sent back
from the Amyotha Hlut-
taw.

Deputy Minister for
Construction U Soe Tint
submitted bills amending
the Road Law and High-
way Law.

MNA

Workshop teaches
techniques for
counselling flood victims

YANGON, 20 Aug—
The Myanmar Psycholo-
gy Association opened a
workshop Thursday for
local social organizations
and charity workers sup-
porting flood victims.

The psychosocial sup-
port training workshop
will run for two days, and
will be one of six such
workshops conducted by

the MPA.

Led by Prof Dr Nilar
Kyu, 30 teachers and stu-
dents from the psychol-
ogy department of Yan-
gon University and two
teachers from Magway
will conduct field visits in
Sedoktara and Pwintbyu
Townships from August
23 to 29.

MNA

Irrawaddy dolphin spotted
outside normal habitat range

(from page 1)

“The Irrawaddy dol-
phin can be seen upper in
parts of Myanmar such as
Tagaung and Katha,” he
said.

“It is not normal to
see him there. We need to
take care of him and pro-
mote local awareness for
dolphins.”

According to records,
there were only 60 Ir-
rawaddy dolphins left in
Myanmar in 2014.

A 72-kilometre
stretch of the Ayeyawady
River from Mingun in
Sagaing region to Kyauk-
myaung is a designated
dolphin protection area.

Thiha Thu
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Vice president encourages int’l educational ties

Nay Pyi Taw, 20 Aug—Vice
President Dr Sai Mauk Kham
addressed students and faculty
Thursday at Kalay University,
Sagaing Region, where he en-
couraged the building of ties with
foreign universities in order to
keep up with global education
trends.

While in Kalay, he visit-
ed the Nursing and Midwifery
Training School.

In the afternoon, the vice
president met with departmental
officials and local residents at the
hall of Pwintbyu Township Gen-
eral Administration Department
where officials reported on pro-
gress of relief and rehabilitation
tasks in Pwintbyu and Sedoktara
townships.

The vice president said the
Union government and Magway
region government will coordi-
nate assistance for flood victims.

Dr Sai Mauk Kham and par-
ty then visited Pwintbyu Basic
Education High School and Peo-
ple’s Hospita.—MNA

—¥

Kalay University

U Myint Naung
concurrently
accredited as

Ambassador to

Romania

Nay Py1 Taw, 21 Aug—
The President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar has
appointed U Myint Naung,
Ambassador  Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the
Republic of the Union of My-
anmar to the Italian Republic,
concurrently as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar to Roma-
nia.—MNA
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cash, rice for flood victims

Nay Pyi Taw, 20 Aug — Service person-
nel of the Central Bank of Myanmar along
with foreign bank officials donated cash and
rice for flood victims here on Thursday.

CBM Governor U Kyaw Kyaw Maung
handed over the donations to Vice President
U Nyan Tun.

CBM deputy governors U Set Aung,
Daw Khin Saw Oo and U Soe Min also hand-
ed over $100,000 donated by Siam Commer-
cial Bank, $30,000 by United Oversea Bank,
$10,000 by SMBC, $10,000 by Kookmin
Bank and $2,550 by ANZ Bank to Union
Minister for Social Welfare, Relief and Re-
settlement Dr Daw Myat Myat Ohn Khin.

Vice President U Nyan Tun accepts K7
million for flood victims by personnel of
Central Bank of Myanmar.—wna

The vice president, who serves as Chair-
man of the National Natural Disaster Man-
agement Committee, expressed thanks for the
donations on behalf of the people.

Thursday’s donations by 23 foreign
bank branches for flood victims amounted to
$348,850 and K42 million, including K7 mil-
lion and 50 bags of rice from CBM personnel.

The vice president received Chairman of
the Board of ANA Holding Inc of Japan, Mr
Shinichiro Ito, at the Credential Halls of the
Presidential Palace in the morning.

They exchanged views on cooperation
in development of aviation between Myan-
mar and Japan, and training for development
of human resources in aviation services, and
investment in infrastructure development in-
cluding aviation sector. Also present at the
meeting were deputy ministers U Thant Kyaw
and U Zin Yaw.—MNA

Senior General meets ASEAN naval
chiefs ahead of 9" ANCM

Nay Py1 Taw, 20 Aug — Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing on
Thursday received a call by regional
naval commanders ahead of a meet-
ing to be hosted by Myanmar.

The country will host the 9th
ASEAN Naval Chief Meeting under
the theme “Fostering ASEAN Naval
Teamwork in Regional Maritime Se-
curity.”

Senior General Min Aung
Hlaing told the ASEAN naval chiefs
that the consolidation among ASE-

AN countries has become the envy of
the international community.

He pointed out the importance of
coordinated efforts in maritime secu-
rity, referring to the Strait of Malacca
between the Malay Peninsula and the
Indonesian island of Sumatra.

At 10 a.m., Chinese Ambassador
to Myanmar Mr Hong Liang paid a
courtesy call on Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing. They discussed further
cementing the relationships between
the two governments and the two
armed forces and pledged to inten-

sify bilateral anti-drug control and
cooperation in education, health, cul-
ture and sports. Myanmar and China
have held diplomatic relations for 65
years.

er-in-chief gave Radio Free Asia
(RFA) an interview about the role of
the defence services in the country’s
peace process, explaining how the
army is modernizing, as well as its
role in national politics and preven-
tion of terrorism.

At 11.30 a.m., the command-

Myawady

Vice-Senior General
Soe Win and party
arrive in Tokyo

Nay Pyr Taw, 20 Aug — Deputy Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General Soe Win and party left Lao
People’s Democratic Republic for Japan via Suvarnab-
humi International Airport in Thailand Wednesday.

They arrived at Narita International Airport in To-
kyo where they were welcomed by Major General Hara-
da of the Japan Self-Defence Forces and wife, Myanmar
Ambassador U Win Aung and wife, Military Attaché
Brig-Gen Win Ko Ko and officials.

The vice-senior general and party proceeded to
New Otani Hotel in Tokyo Thursday.—Myawady
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UN hands over original map to
Cambodia for border line verification

Punom Penn, 20 Aug —The United
Nations delivered an original map to Cam-
bodia on Thursday after Prime Minister
Hun Sen requested it last month to verify
the authenticity of the map his government
is using to demarcate border line with Vi-
etnam.

Mereani Keleti Vakasisikakala, acting
president of the UN’s Dag Hammarskjold
Library, handed over the map to Cambodi-
an Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Hor Namhong at a ceremony
here.

Hun Sen borrowed the map from the
UN to verify with the map his government
is using to demarcate border line with Vi-
etnam after lawmakers of opposition Cam-
bodia National Rescue Party (CNRP) have
accused the government of using a wrong
map to demarcate border line with Viet-
nam.

Hor Namhong said the map verifica-
tion was to clear all doubts and to show the
public that the map the government is us-
ing is authentic.

After the handover ceremony, the
map from the UN and the government’s
map had been verified whether they were
identical or different.

“We all have seen that all the maps are
exactly the same,” Hor Namhong an-
nounced after a two-hour map verification,
“This clearly shows that the government’s
map is authentic.”

Opposition CNRP’s spokesman Ou
Chanrith, who attended the ceremony, told
reporters after the event that it was too

Ceremony on the Handover and Receiving

and Verifving Maps from the United Nations (UN) |

Peace Palace, 20 August 2013 4

Mereani Keleti Vakasisikakala (L), acting president of the United Nations Dag Hammarsk-
jold Library, hands over a map to Cambodian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Hor Namhong (R) in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, Aug. 20, 2015. The UN delivered an original
map to Cambodia on Thursday after Prime Minister Hun Sen requested it last month to
verify the authenticity of the map his government is using to demarcate border line with

Vietnam. —XiNnHuA

early for the party to conclude if the map
from the UN and the government’s map
are identical or different.

Border issue between Cambodia and
Vietnam has become a sensitive topic in
Cambodia in the last few months after CN-
RP’s lawmakers have accused the Phnom
Penh government of using a wrong map to
demarcate border line with Vietnam and

led their supporters to inspect disputed
border areas. Some trips ended up with vi-
olent clashes between civilians of the two
countries.
Cambodia shares a 1,270 km border
in the east with Vietnam. To date, about 83
percent of the border demarcation between
the two neighbors has been completed.
Xinhua

New Zealand
aiming for ASEAN-
wide open skies
agreement

WEeLLINGTON, 20 Aug — The New
Zealand government on Thursday wel-
comed an open skies air services agree-
ment with Cambodia as another step to an
aviation accord with the 10 countries of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN).

Transport Minister Simon Bridges
said the agreement with Cambodia would
provide improved air links between the
two countries. “ASEAN is one of our most
important regional partners. Good air links
with other member countries help improve
New Zealand’s connectivity with the re-
gion and boost visitor arrivals,” Bridges
said in a statement. “A significant number
of people from ASEAN countries live in
New Zealand, including many internation-
al students, and they are also beneficiaries
of improved air links,” he said.

New Zealand now had air services
agreements with eight of the 10 members
of ASEAN and was working on agree-
ments with the remaining two: Laos and
Myanmar.

“We are also looking at the possibility
of a comprehensive air services agreement
with ASEAN as a whole,” said Bridges.

In the year ended June this year, New
Zealand had received 48, 500 visitors from
ASEAN countries, a 57-percent increase
on the same period in 2010. Air New Zea-
land’s code-share services to Cambodia
were expected to further increase the num-
bers, said Bridges.—Xinhua

International terrorists ‘unlikely’ responsible for Thai bomb

Banckok, 20 Aug — International
terrorists were not suspected of a bomb at-
tack in Bangkok this week that killed 20
people and China was not the target, Thai
authorities said on Thursday, as police said
they believed at least 10 plotters were in-
volved.

There has been no claim of responsi-
bility for the Monday evening attack on a

famous shrine crowded with tourists,
which the government has said was de-
signed to wreck the economy. Authorities
have not blamed any group for carrying
out Thailand’s worst bombing.

“Security agencies have cooperated
with agencies from allied countries and
have come to the preliminary conclusion
that the incident is unlikely to be linked to

international terrorism,” said Colonel
Winthai Suvaree, a spokesman for the
country’s ruling junta, known as the Na-
tional Council for Peace and Order.

The Erawan shrine is particularly pop-
ular with tourists from China and other
East Asian countries, and 11 foreigners
were among the dead, including six from
mainland China and Hong Kong, but

| A police officer on patrol speaks with tourist at a bar in central Bangkok, Thailand, August 19, 2015. —REeuters
AT T— -

Winthai said Chinese tourists were not be-
lieved to have been the target.

He did not elaborate or say who might
have been responsible.

China is an important ally and trade
partner for Thailand and the biggest source
of foreign tourists.

Police said on Wednesday a young
man who was caught on grainy security
camera footage planting the backpack
bomb was believed to be European or Mid-
dle Eastern.

The apparent elimination of foreign
militant involvement will feed speculation
that either Muslim separatists waging a
low-intensity insurgency in southern Thai-
land, or domestic political activists, were
involved.

Police said at least 10 people were
suspected of involvement in the attack and
they appealed to Interpol for help in find-
ing the man caught in the video footage.

National police chief Somyot Pump-
anmuang said the investigation showed the
attack was planned at least a month in ad-
vance and a “big network” was involved.

“This includes those who looked out
on the streets, prepared the bomb and those
at the site and ... those who knew the es-
cape route. | believe there must have been
at least 10 people involved,” Somyot told
reporters.

He did not say who he believed the
plotters were or elaborate on the investiga-
tion.

Reuters
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Sirisena’s party offers to form
coalition government in Sri Lanka lran’s Parchin military
site meets demands

CorLomBo, 20 Aug — The
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)
offered on Thursday to form a
coalition government with this
week’s winner of parliamentary
elections, in a move that will pave
the way for President Maithripala
Sirisena to restart his stalled re-
form agenda.

Sirisena had called the
elections early after loyalists of
former President Mahinda Ra-
japaksa, also from the SLFP, had
blocked some of his reforms to
make government more account-
able and simplify Sri Lanka’s
complex election rules.

Rajapaksa, still revered by
many for ending a 26-year Tamil
insurgency in 2009, headed the
SLFP-led opposition alliance in
Monday’s election.

But days before the elec-
tions, Sirisena purged Rajapak-
sa’s allies from the SLFP, con-
solidating his power in the party.

Prime Minister Ranil Wick-
remesinghe’s United National
Party (UNP) won the most seats

Ranil Wickremesinghe (R), leader of Sri Lanka’s United National Party
(UNP), waves next to his wife Maitree Wickremesinghe at the Prime
Minister’s official residence in Colombo August 19, 2015.— ReuTeRs

in parliamentary elections, but
fell seven seats short of an out-
right majority.

SLFP’s acting secretary,
Duminda Dissanayake, said the
party had decided to form a gov-

ernment with the UNP for at least
two years.

It has appointed a five-mem-
ber committee to work on form-
ing a national unity government
with UNP, he said.—Reuters

Cyanide in waters near China
blast site 277 times acceptable
level — government report

SuanGHal, 20  Aug —Chi-
nese authorities warned that cy-
anide levels in the waters around
the Tianjin Port explosion site
had risen to as much as 277 times
acceptable levels although they
declared that the city’s drinking
water was safe.

The local government also
said it would relocate chemical
plants away from the area, where
thousands of nearby residents
were forced to evacuate after
toxic chemicals were detected in
the air due to the explosions last
week, which killed 114 people.

A report from the Tianjin
Environmental Protection Bu-
reau issued on Wednesday said
that tests conducted the day

before showed that cyanide lev-
els in the river, sea and waste
water in the evacuated area sur-
rounding the explosion site had
risen sharply since the deadly
blasts. One testing site at the
mouth of a rain water pipe re-
corded cyanide levels 277 times
above acceptable standards.

Drinking water in Tianjin,
however, met national standards,
according to a separate state-
ment from health authorities on
Tuesday.

The government has con-
firmed there were about 700
tonnes of the deadly chemical
sodium cyanide in the warehouse
that blew up late last Wednesday.

Tianjin, the world’s

A pool of un-
known liquid
is seen as
smoke rises
from damaged
x shipping
= containers
at the site
o Of Wednes-

¢ day night’s
explosions
in the Binhai
new district
of Tianjin,
August 15,
2015.
REeuTERS

10th-busiest port, will relocate
chemical plants from the Tian-
jin Binhai New Area where the
blasts occurred to the Nangang
Industrial Zone, 25 km (15.5
miles) away, according to the of-
ficial China Daily, citing Tianjin
Mayor Huang Xingguo.

The Communist party’s an-
ti-graft watchdog promised to
crack down both on corruption
and on those responsible for vio-
lating laws and regulations which
had led to the explosions but
stressed the importance of main-
taining political stability, accord-
ing to a statement on the Central
Commission for Discipline In-
spection website on Thursday.

Reuters

|AEA says access to

Vienna, 20 Aug — The
United Nations nuclear watch-
dog said it is satisfied with access
Iran will grant it to the country’s
Parchin military site, suspected
by some states to have in the
past hosted atomic bomb-related
experiments.

Without International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
confirmation that Iran is keep-
ing promises enshrined in a
landmark nuclear deal reached
with world powers on July 14,
the country will not be granted
much-needed relief from sanc-
tions.

According to data given
to the IAEA by some mem-
ber states, Parchin might have
housed hydrodynamic experi-
ments to assess how specific ma-
terials react under high pressure,
such as in a nuclear blast.

Asked if Iran would be al-
lowed to conduct inspections
itself to address concerns about
Parchin, the IAEA said it was le-
gally bound to keep its arrange-
ments with Tehran confidential.

“The separate arrangements
of the roadmap are consistent
with the TAEA verification prac-
tice and they meet the IAEA
requirements,” Serge Gas, a
spokesman for the agency, said
in a statement.

Under a roadmap agreement
Iran reached alongside the po-
litical deal, Iran is required to
give the IAEA enough informa-
tion about its past nuclear pro-

The flag of the International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA) flies in
front of its headquarters in Vienna,
Austria, May 28, 2015.— ReuTers

gramme to allow the watchdog
to write a report on the issue by
year-end.

For months, Iran had been
stalling an IAEA investigation
into the possible military aspects
of its past nuclear activities, re-
lating mostly to the period be-
fore 2003, saying the agency’s
data for its investigation was
fabricated.

Iran says its nuclear pro-
gramme has no military dimen-
sions.

The IAEA says it repeatedly
asked for access to Parchin.

Republican U.S. Senator
Lindsey Graham, who chairs a
committee overseeing his coun-
try’s financial contribution to the
IAEA, has said he would push
to stop such money if the agen-
cy does not publish its arrange-
ments with Iran.

Reuters

All bodies from crashed
Indonesian plane transferred
to operation center

Sentani,  (Indonesia), 20
Aug — The operation center for
searching and evacuating victims
of the crashed ATR 42 Trigana
plane said Thursday that all the
bodies of those aboard the ill- fat-
ed plane had been recovered.

A total of 50 bodies ar-
rived in the operation center in
the morning, transported by two
ATR 42 Trigana planes and one
Mi-17 helicopter, it said.

Ambulances have been ar-
ranged for transferring the bodies
to Bhayangkara hospital for fur-
ther identification.

The Indonesian search team
managed to locate and found
passengers, crews and one black
box of the plane two days after
the plane was reported to have
lost contact during its flight from
Sentani to Oksibil in the moun-
tainous area of Papua Sunday af-
ternoon.

The Cockpit VVoice Recorder
(CVR) found has been handed
over to the National Transporta-
tion Safety Committee for further
investigation. The search for the
Flight Data Recorder (FDR) is
still underway.

“This (Thursday) morning
20 searchers from the National
Search and Rescue Agency went
to the crash location to find the
FDR,” Operation Commander of
Sentani Air Forces base Lieuten-
ant Colonel Herry Purwanto told
Xinhua in the operation center.

The FDR and CVR, com-
monly known as black boxes,
are essential elements to identify
factors that lead to an airplane ac-
cident.

The Trigana plane hit the
slope of a mountain near its desti-
nation town of Oksibil, killing all
of those on board.

Xinhua



6 | Friday, 21 August, 2015

GIOBALNEW T GH Tor MYANMAR

WORLD

More racial unrest in St. Louls after
police Kill black suspect

A woman prays in the street as police advance on Page Ave. to try to
disperse a crowd that gathered after a shooting incident in St. Louis,

Missouri August 19, 2015.—Reuters

St. Louts, 20 Aug — St.
Louis police fatally shot a black
teenager on Wednesday who
they say pointed a gun at them,

and later faced angry crowds, re-
igniting racial tensions first
sparked by the killing of an un-
armed black teen in another Mis-

Brazil Senate passes
austerity bill in win
for Rousseff

BrasiLia, 20 Aug — Brazil’s
Senate approved a bill to roll back
payroll tax breaks on Wednesday
that is a key measure in President
Dilma Rousseff’s efforts to reduce
a gaping fiscal deficit and restore
confidence in her government’s
accounts.

The Senate voted 45-27 to
pass the bill. It was received from
the lower house with no changes,
so it will go to Rousseff to be
signed into law without delay.

The vote puts an end to
months of heated debate over the
final major piece of legislation in
Rousseff’s fiscal austerity plan
aimed at saving Brazil’s threat-
ened investment grade credit rat-
ing.

Though a victory for Rousse-
ff, the bill was watered down in
the lower house, where lawmakers
voted to maintain tax breaks for
several businesses, such as call
centres, transport companies and
the poultry industry, among oth-
ers.

These changes to the govern-
ment’s original bill reduced the
generation of new fiscal revenues
to 10 billion reais ($2.8 billion) a
year from the planned 13 billion
reais.

Rousseff has struggled to
pass austerity measures through a
rebellious Congress, with the low-
er house approving bills that raise
spending introduced by Speaker
Eduardo Cunha, who broke with
her coalition and defected to the

Brazil’s President Dilma Rousseff

waves during a meeting with
governors at Alvorada Palace in
Brasilia, July 30, 2015. —REuTERS

opposition last month.

Rousseff, who was narrowly
re-elected last year, made a policy
U-turn in February and announced
she was going to double the social
security tax rate on corporate
gross revenue, reducing payroll
tax breaks for 56 business sectors.

The roll-back is part of her
effort to undo fiscal measures that
were aimed at stimulating the
economy during her first term but
which eroded the government’s
accounts and raised fears about
the country’s financial health.

Other government measures
that reduced pension and unem-
ployment benefits have cleared
Congress, but they were also dilut-
ed by lawmakers, reducing their
effect on fiscal savings.

Reuters

souri town a year ago.

St. Louis Police Chief Sam
Dotson said the shooting took
place when young black men ran
out the back door of a house where
officers were carrying out a search
warrant.

Officers ordered the pair to
stop in an alley behind the house.
One suspect pointed a gun at of-
ficers who then fired four times,
killing him, Dotson said.

“Detectives were looking for
guns, looking for violent felons,
looking for people that have been
committing crimes in the neigh-
bourhood,” he said.

Police identified the slain sus-
pect as Mansur Ball-Bey, 18. The
second youth fled.

Crowds gathered at a nearby
intersection shortly after the
shooting and then again in the
evening.

Dotson said at a late Wednes-

day press conference some pro-
testers threw bricks and glass bot-
tles at officers, who used shields
to protect themselves and then tear
gas to disperse the crowd. A car
was set on fire and some local
businesses had reported robbery
attempts, he said.

Nine people were arrested on
charges of impeding traffic and
resisting arrest, police said.

St. Louis Alderman Antonio
French posted on Twitter that a
vacant house was burning.

Dotson told reporters Ball-
Bey’s gun was one of three stolen
firearms recovered from the scene
and said officers recovered crack
cocaine. St. Louis police said the
officers involved in the shooting
were white, aged 33 and 29, each
with about seven years on the
force. They are on administrative
leave. A 93-year-old member
of the Tuskegee Airmen, a black

aviation unit from World War
Two, was robbed and carjacked in
the neighbourhood on Sunday. A
woman was also Killed in the area
this week.

The shooting came 10 days
after St. Louis was flooded with
protesters marking the anniversa-
ry of the killing of unarmed black
teenager Michael Brown by a
white police officer on Aug. 9 last
year in Ferguson, not far from St
Louis..

Brown’s death helped spark a
nationwide movement against
what protesters say is police vio-
lence against minorities.

Wednesday’s shooting also
came as activists were in the area
to mark the anniversary of the po-
lice shooting of another black man
in St. Louis, Kajieme Powell. Po-
lice say officers shot Powell when
he approached them with a knife.

Reuters

France and Britain target traffickers
in migrant policing push

Catais, (France), 20 Aug —
Britain and France announced new
measures on Thursday to prevent
undocumented migrants entering
the Channel Tunnel, while step-
ping up joint police operations
against the people-smugglers who
profit from their desperation to
reach Britain.

Both countries will contribute
police resources to a shared “com-
mand and control” centre in the
northern French port city of Calais,
Britain’s Home Office said in a
statement.

The new joint command will
“find and disrupt organised crimi-
nals who attempt to smuggle mi-
grants into northern France and
across the Channel”, it said.

For Britain and France, Calais
is the focus of a wider migration
crisis fuelled by conflict, persecu-
tion and poverty that has sent hun-
dreds of thousands out of Syria,
Libya and other Middle Eastern

and African states. Tens of thou-
sands of migrants are arriving in
Italy and Greece each week, while
Germany expects the number of
asylum applications to quadruple
to a record 800,000 this year, the
government said on Wednesday.

Thousands of migrants are
holed up in makeshift encamp-
ments in Calais, with many trying
each night to jump onto trucks or
trains, or even walk the 31-mile
(50-km) undersea tunnel to Britain.
Some are killed in the attempt.

Led by senior French and Brit-
ish police commanders, the new
centre will report to both interior
ministers. Home Secretary Theresa
May and her French counterpart
Bernard Cazeneuve are to outline
the plans ata 1015 GMT news con-
ference in Calais.

New measures include in-
creased French police numbers and
British-funded fencing, CCTV and
other security equipment to protect

BCE 635 HTH¥
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the tunnel entrance in Calais, the
Home Office said.

Operator Eurotunnel (GETP.
PA) will receive unspecified “sup-
port” to deploy more security
guards at the site, it added.

The growing refugee crisis
will also feature in talks between
French President Francois Hol-
lande and German Chancellor An-
gela Merkel on Monday, as south-
ern European states bearing the
brunt of the influx press for a con-
certed EU-wide response.

“This is an absolute human
tragedy, with people who are dying
and people who are in terrible situ-
ations,” French Foreign Minister
Laurent Fabius said on Thursday.
France wants to set up processing
centres for speedier treatment of
asylum applications at Europe’s
main entry points and use develop-
ment policy to enlist better cooper-
ation from transit countries, Fabius
said.—Reuters

'i‘?.‘-

French police
patrol as migrants
walk on a street

~ near the makeshift
- camp called ‘The
New Jungle’ in
Calais, France,
August 19, 2015.
REUTERS
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Saudi-led alliance wins Yemen

battles, but p

Sanaa / Dusai, 20 Aug —
Emirati tanks heave across south-
ern Yemen’s stony wastes and
Apache helicopters from a Sau-
di-led coalition, dubbed *“black
genies” by local media, rule its
skies, helping fighters loyal to the
exiled government win the initia-
tive against an Iran-allied militia.

The advanced weapons de-
ployed by Gulf Arab states have
powered the local fighters into
territory controlled by the Houthi
group, reversing the tide in a civ-
il war linked to a regional power
struggle between Sunni Muslim
states and Iran.

But some Yemenis now fear
that the coalition’s desire for a
knock-out blow on the battlefield
may trump chances of a com-
promise that could piece back
together the shattered state and
spare the ancient capital Sanaa
from a devastating showdown.

“Everyone’s afraid that the
war will soon arrive,” said Mo-
hammed al-Awadi, a storekeeper
in the city, chewing narcotic gat
leaves, a national pastime and
a welcome distraction from the
problems which rack the nation.

“People are hoarding food
or else fleeing to the country-
side and there are Houthi fighters
everywhere in the streets.”

Yemen’s foreign minister in
exile has upped the ante, saying
the war may soon end with the
violent downfall of the Houthis’
leader and their ally, ex-president
Ali Abdullah Saleh.

“As for the deposed presi-
dent, I'm sure he’ll go through
something awful. Either he’ll
flee to another country or meet

- —

eace remains elusive
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Houthi militants gather in front the offices of the education ministry’s workers union, destroyed by Saudi-led

air strikes, in Yemen'’s northwestern city of Amran August 19, 2015.—REeuTERs

Gaddafi’s fate, killed in a ditch
or basement. Abdul Malik al-
Houthi, I think he’ll flee to Iran
or some mountains that will then
turn into a combat zone,” Riyadh
Yaseen told the Saudi newspaper
al-Okaz.

Forging an unlikely alliance,
Saleh and the Shi’ite Muslim
Houthis put aside years of enmity
to seize the capital in September
and march on the southern city
of Aden in March, triggering the
Saudi-led intervention and hun-
dreds of air strikes.

The kingdom feared the
Houthis’ ties to Tehran meant its
southern neighbour would fall

Unitep NaTions, 20 Aug
— United Nations aid chief
Stephen O’Brien said on
Wednesday that air strikes by
Saudi-led coalition airplanes
on Yemen’s Red Sea port of
Hodeida were unacceptable
and could worsen the country’s
humanitarian crisis.

Hodeida, controlled by
Iranian-allied Houthi forces,
has become a focal point of
efforts to resupply the impov-
erished Arab state, battered by
five months of war that has
killed over 4,300 people.

“These attacks are in clear
contravention of international
humanitarian law and are unac-
ceptable,” O’Brien said of the
Tuesday attacks on the port dur-
ing a briefing to the 15-member
U.N. Security Council.

“l am extremely con-
cerned that the damage to the
port of Hodeida could have

U.N. says air strikes on Yemen
port could worsen aid crisis

a severe impact on the entire
country, and would deepen hu-
manitarian needs, making more
people food insecure, leaving
them without access to water
or medicines, which could also
mean the spread of disease,” he
said.

The United Nations has
raised Yemen to its highest
level humanitarian crisis, plac-
ing it alongside emergencies in
South Sudan, Syria and Iraqg. It
has said more than 21 million
people in Yemen need help,
some 80 percent of the popu-
lation.

O’Brien told the U.N. Se-
curity Council that Saudi Ara-
bia had not yet made good on
an April pledge of $274 million
for the world body’s aid ap-
peal for Yemen, which he said
needs at least $1.6 billion and is
only 18 percent funded.

Reuters

under Iranian influence, but the
militia denies being beholden to
the Islamic republic and says it is
trying to save Yemen from jihad-
ists and Western imperialism.

Battle lines barely budged
after war erupted on March 26,
but Saudi Arabia and the United
Arab Emirates bided their time in
training and arming the southern
fighters loyal to the exiled gov-
ernment who ejected the Houthis
from the port last month.

Though advances towards
the capital have been made on
three fronts, winning the northern
home turf of the Shi’ite militia
may prove a tougher fight for the

mostly Sunni opposition.

“(There is) a need to ensure
that there isn’t a reckless military
momentum that develops which
ignores the obvious dangers of
pushing on,” a diplomat in the
Gulf who focuses on Yemen told
Reuters.

“The coalition’s military ob-
jective of correcting the balance
on the ground in such a way that
political talks could resume with
the government in a position of
strength has been achieved. It’s
therefore important to ... convert
the military momentum into po-
litical momentum.”

Reuters

Turkish jets

hit PKK
targets on
Iragi border

ANKARA, 20 Aug — Turkish
security forces have further inten-
sified their fight against terror after
militants of the banned Kurdish
Workers’ Party (PKK) killed eight
soldiers in Siirt province in south-
eastern Turkey early Wednesday,
local Sabah daily reported.

Turkish F-16 warplanes bom-
barded the PKK camps in the Ka-
racali area in northern Iraq near the
Turkish-1ragi border for one hour,
according to the report.

The fighters, which took off
from Diyarbakir province in south-
eastern Turkey, targeted PKK shel-
ters along the border, the report
said.

Turkish ~ President  Recep
Tayyip Erdogan vowed last Tues-
day to continue military operations
against the PKK until its disarma-
ment.

“We will persevere in our
struggle until they lay down and
bury their arms, and until the last
terrorist leaves the country,” Erdo-
gan said.

Tensions between Turkish se-
curity forces and the PKK are in-
creasing after an Islamic State (IS)
suicide bombing on July 20 killed
32 people and injured 104 others in
the town of Suruc in the Sanliurfa
province bordering Syria.

The Turkish authority has said
that security forces had detained
over 1,300 individuals with sus-
pected ties to the IS, the PKK and
leftist groups, while the military
unleashed several rounds of air
strikes on PKK posts in northern
Irag—Reuters

Blast near Cairo state security building
wounds 29 — state television

A damaged car is seen at the site of a bomb
blast at a national security building in Shubra
Al-Khaima on the outskirts of Cairo, Egypt

August 20, 2015.—REeuTers

CalIro, 20 Aug — A car bomb
near an Egyptian state security
building and courthouse wounded
at least 29 people early on Thurs-
day, state television said.

Security sources who in-
spected the site of the blast in
Shubra al-Khaima, a Cairo sub-
urb, said there was a burned-out

vehicle and crater.
Comments on
Twitter indicated the
blast, which heavily
damaged the face
of the state security
building, was heard
in several parts of
the Egyptian capital.
Shopkeeper
Mohamed Ali said
he saw a man park a
vehicle that explod-
ed after he stepped
away from it.
Militants based
in Sinai, who sup-
port the Islamic State group that
controls parts of Iraq and Syria
and have a presence in Egypt’s
neighbour Libya, have previously
claimed responsibility for attacks
on security forces.
Hundreds of soldiers and
police have been killed since the
army toppled Islamist President

Mohamed Mursi in 2013 after
mass protests against his rule.

Egyptian President Abdel
Fattah al-Sisi has vowed to eradi-
cate militancy, which he has said
is an existential threat to the Arab
world and the West.

Egyptian authorities have
mounted the toughest securi-
ty crackdown against militants
in the country’s history, draw-
ing criticism from human rights
groups who accuse the govern-
ment of stifling dissent.

This month Sisi approved
an anti-terrorism law that sets up
special courts and protects its en-
forcers in the face of a two-year-
long Islamist insurgency that
aims to topple his government.

The law has come under fire
from human rights groups that
accuse Sisi of rolling back free-
doms won in the 2011 uprising
that toppled Hosni Mubarak.

Reuters
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Stable policies before

stable politics
By Kyaw Thura

A glance at the country’s politics will reveal
that changes in executive, legislative or judicial
powers tend to entail some policy changes.

Gradually, people from all walks of life have
come to show greater interest in democracy and
good governance in the hope that these two fun-
damental entities will contribute to the all-round
development of the country.

The point is that our country is in urgent need
of stable policies and transparent processes.

of the general people.

In a sense, the government and the parlia-
ment must understand that they have nothing
more important to do than to serve the interests
of the people, simply because they are the elect-
ed representatives of the people. After all, the
country is none but the people themselves.

Write for us

T is no exaggeration to say that policy sta-

bility is a pressing need for our country at a

time when the general election is just over
two months away. In other words, policy stabil-
ity is more important than political stability.

In this context, parliaments play a vital role
in ensuring that democracy and good governance
give rise to clean, responsible and accountable
government. In addition, they are required to
play their representational role in developing
laws and policies that respond to the expectations
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large block of stone, a
foundation stone, is put at
the base of an important

new public building because there
is a need for the solid under-
ground base of the building.

Likewise, in any circum-
stances, maybe implementing
plan, program, project, etc., a
principle, an idea or a fact that
something is based on and that it
grows from. Moreover, it must be
concrete and unshakeable.

There is a saying that the first
responsibility of a leader is to de-
fine reality. So, the democratical-
ly elected government of Myan-
mar led by President U Thein
Sein implements measures to
bring about Good Governance
and Clean Government. This be-
ing so, Political Reform, Eco-
nomic Reform, Administrative
Reform and Private Sector Devel-
opment are being implemented.

These ambitious targets are
not going to be an easy task but it
can be seen that there are good
and strong-political-will and it
can take an enough time—Rome
was not built in a day. Reforms
are on the way, moreover, cannot
be denied, and the key political
administrative-questions such as
how we are moving towards these
targets and what the evaluation
process is, can be examined.

Myanmar, a developing
country, is included in the list of
Least Developing Countries ac-
cording to the three criteria: In-
come criterion, Human Assets
Index (HAI) and Economic Vul-
nerability Index (EVI), can be
studied. Nowadays, the ‘develop-
ment’ of developing countries is a
subject of important international
discussions. It draws the attention
of the international community to
the twin issues of ‘nation build-
ing’ and ‘socio-economic devel-
opment’. This National Develop-
ment is the goal and center of
politics of the developing coun-
tries. It is a point that Govern-

ments in these countries have
long realized that Effective Public
Administration Systems are es-
sential to the achievement of Na-
tional Development Objectives.
So these Governments use its ad-
ministrative authority in achiev-
ing national development tasks
through public organizations or
Bureaucracy Mechanism.

But there is a problem that
implementing all large-scale ac-
tion programmes of Government
will be useless if there is no effec-
tive administrative capability in
public organizations or Bureau-
cracy Mechanism, can be as-
sumed. For instance, a govern-
ment is like a head of human and
public organizations or Bureau-
cracy Mechanism are like hands,
legs and body of human, and so
the government itself cannot do it
alone if there are no good legs,
hands and body. On the other
hand, strong political support is
needed for developing public or-
ganizations or  Bureaucracy
Mechanism and political actors
must act in accordance with laws.

According to the internation-
al experience and context of My-
anmar, effective administrative
capability in public organizations
or Bureaucracy Mechanism is
needed in our mother land. The
effective capability only can bring
good service delivery for public.

After that, the images of the
country and government will be
good in international community
can be said. That is why, the im-
portance of transforming the Ad-
ministration into an effective pro-
vider of public services cannot be
underestimated.

There is a question that how
the effective administrative capa-
bility can be developed. It may be
an answer that there are four main
areas—civil service capacity de-
velopment, decentralization,
transparency and accountability,
and service delivery for develop-
ing and enhancing the effective
administrative capability in line
with the context of Myanmar, can

be studied. The administrative ca-
pability will be effective if these
areas are developed and enhanced
can be said. Moreover, the democ-
ratization process will only be
successful when good governance
and clean government are devel-
oped and these areas look like pil-
lars as follows can be considered.

ognized and acknowledged in
Myanmar to reduce needlessly
time-money-and-labor-consum-
ing procedures or red tapes, and
providing education and health-
care for all. Nevertheless, there is
a technical question—why do
ICT projects have a high failure of
rate in the developing countries?
Thirdly, operating budget,
loan, and foreign aids in line with
national planning and monitoring
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These areas should be imple-
mented under the same roof with-
out Clash of Programmes from a
strategic view. In addition, the
need for coordination and cooper-
ation between stakeholders and
an exact timeframe for imple-
menting national comprehensive
activities can be recognized.
Technically speaking, a frame-
work is needed. The framework
should be called as ‘National
Framework for Administrative
Reform’.

What areas or activities are
considered in the Framework can
be studied. So, all stakeholders
examine and explore the current
situations of Myanmar, it is as-
sumed that.

Firstly, a new administrative
system must been established by
revising older laws, rules and reg-
ulations that were not in line with
reform processes, and by promul-
gating new laws, rules and regula-
tions. Secondly, in modern days,
administrative works and pro-
cesses are more complex and
complicated than the olden days.
So the role of information and
communication technology (ICT)
and e-government system are rec-

all financial procedures in govern-
mental offices should be in ac-
cordance with the concept of
transparency and accountability.
It is because public finance man-
agement is concerned with all
functions of governmental sec-
tors, and a foundation of public
administration, can be noted. It is
also bridge-building between citi-
zens and politicians.

Nonetheless, there are techni-
cal questions such as how do we
effectively allocate State Budget
among different purposes for pub-
lic interest? , and what is the best
way to monitor and evaluate oper-
ating budget in transaction peri-
od?

In addition, according to a
bird’s eye view, administrative re-
form is a continuous process in all
nations. It is always undergoing
reform in this sense. In highly de-
veloped and developing nations,
political will, old laws, rules and
regulations, reducing red tapes,
rule of law, anti-corruption, ICT,
State Budget, effectiveness, effi-
ciency, transparency and account-
ability, capacity building, civil
wars and external interventions,
and dramatic changes in leader-

ship can all place pressures on ad-
ministrative reforms. These chal-
lenges are not easy to be solved
but strong-political-will can lead
towards the desired goals in the
comparative study of administra-
tive reforms, can be said.

Furthermore, the administra-
tive reform processes can be cost-
ly and time consuming although
the desired result is reasonable
and appropriate in accord with the
context of nations. Some govern-
ments have shown, however, an
enlightened degree of sensitivity
towards administrative reform. If
Studies reveal various opportuni-
ties, strengths, weaknesses, and
challenges, Government will rec-
ognize the need for greater public
interest. And then, their reform
programs should focus on an ex-
isting universe of public adminis-
tration and they seek to deal with
government-wide problems. But
Administrative reform efforts are
difficult to implement because the
efforts can generate uncertainty
and insecurity among those who
prefer the status quo and they
deny the reform to avoid the un-
certainty and insecurity resulting
from the implementation of the
reform.

In a nutshell, there is no
standard blue print or best model
in administrative reform but every
government will do it in good
faith, can be argued. It can be not-
ed that, moreover, good faith and
strong-political-will can change
not only the structure and proce-
dures of the public bureaucracy
but also the attitudes and behavior
of the public bureaucrats and pol-
iticians involved in order to pro-
mote the effective administrative
capability such as organizational
effectiveness and national com-
petitiveness, and attain national,
regional and global interest under
the same roof. The roof can be
called National Framework for
Administrative Reform or Foun-
dation for the future force. The
effective future force can only
bring the modernized and devel-
oped nation among international
communities, moreover, can be
strongly believed.
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Chin State

government
gives shelterto o, yhaduacaiiapingh, . o _:- o
landslide victims g St |

Haka, 20 Aug — More than
800 houses have collapsed in re-
cent natural disasters including ==
landslides and flooding in Haka,
Chin State.

The state  government
opened seven relief camps in the .
town to provide food and shelter
to more than 5,000 local resi- b*
dents. Moreover, the state gov- [=
ernment is erecting 34 temporary L
dwellings and 30 tents in Rah- =
mon sports ground in Myothit
Ward, Haka.
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Riverembankmentunderrepairin KhinUTownship

KumwU, 20 Aug—The
overflowing of Mu creek
in Sagaing’s Region’s
KhinU Township in re-
cent heavy rains led to the
flooding of Myothit, Pyin-

htaung, Kinpyit and Thayet-
kon villages and the destruc-
tion of 83 acres of farmland.

On 19 August, de-
partmental officials held a
meeting on preparations for

overflow of the creeks in the
township next year and par-
ticipation of local residents
in flood prevention.
Assistant Director U
Saw Thet Khaing Win of

Flood-affected villages receive

A

MYANAUNG, 20 Aug—
The Animal Care Group
donated vaccines for cattle
in flood-affected villages
in Myanaung Township,
Ayeyawady Region, on 19
August.

Phyo Sithu Company
and the Township Live-

| cattle vaccines

-t i

erinary Department have
been helping administer
the vaccinations.

Officials and LBVD
staff vaccinated more than
1,800 cattle in the villages
during flooding period.

The Ministry of Live-

)

stock Breeding and Vet-

e

‘6 _
=
stock, Fisheries and Rural
Development distributed
170 bags of feedstuff for
cattle to the flood-affect-
ed villages in Myanaung
Township, a department

official said.

Win Bo (Myanaung
Township IPRD)

»._-';.l;-.':- SENG

District Irrigation Depart-
ment said the department
will repair damages of em-
bankment along the creek.
MOI Webportal

Myanmar

toy pot festival

Manparay, 20 Aug Merchants from Ta- earthenware.
— The annual toy pot daU, Inwa, Singu and The festival, held on
festival will take place in Kyaukmyaung townships one evening each year, is

Padamyataw Ward, Aung-
myethazan Township, here,
on 23 August.

in Mandalay and Sagaing
regions will sell a varie-
ty of toy pots and glazed

a2 Zal &

popular with local resi-
dents.
Tin Maung (Mandalay)

‘-:(I'-‘)‘ g

Farmers learn
monsoon paddy

growing techniques

Nyaunasuwg, 20 Aug — Department of Agriculture
officials recently demonstrated cultivation of monsoon
paddy in Nantet village, Nyaungshwe Township.

The department is encouraging local farmers to grow
the crop in place of illegal opium poppies. The officials
also handed over dragon fruit plants and fertilizers to the
farmers.

|
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Working long hours increases stroke risk: study

Lonbon, 20 Aug — Working
55 hours or more a week can in-
crease the chances of suffering a
stroke by a third compared to a
35-40 hour work week, a large
new study involving over 500,000
people has warned.

Mika Kivimaki, Professor of
Epidemiology at University Col-
lege London, UK, and colleagues
did a systematic review and me-
ta-analysis of published studies
and unpublished individual-level
data examining the effects of
longer working hours on cardio-
vascular disease up to August 20,
2014.

U.S. consumer prices up slightly, airfare weighs

WasHINGTON, 20 Aug — U.S.
consumer prices rose only slightly
in July as airline fares recorded
their biggest drop since 1995, but
tame inflation pressures will proba-
bly not discourage the Federal Re-
serve from raising interest rates this
year.

The Labor Department said on
Wednesday its Consumer Price In-
dex edged up 0.1 percent last
month, with gasoline and food
prices increasing marginally. Ju-
ly’s rise marked a sixth straight
monthly increase.

While inflation remains soft, a
strengthening economy, marked by
a tightening labour market and a
firming housing sector, should give
the U.S. central bank confidence it
will gradually move towards its 2
percent target, economists said.

“Fed officials made clear that
they do not need to see higher infla-
tion before hiking. They just need
to have reasonable confidence it
will return to mandate,” said Mi-
chelle Girard, chief economist at
RBS in Stamford, Connecticut.

Most economists have been
expecting the Fed to raise its short-
term interest rate next month for
the first time in almost a decade.

Futures markets on Wednes-
day trimmed bets for a September
liftoff after minutes of the Fed’s
July 28-29 meeting showed policy-
makers remained concerned about
weak inflation and tepid wage
gains, even as an improving job
market had drawn them closer to a
rate hike.

U.S. stocks briefly turned pos-

Analysis of data from 25
studies involving 603,838 men
and women from Europe, the US,
and Australia who were followed
for an average of 8.5 years, found
a 13 per cent increased risk of in-
cident coronary heart disease (a
new diagnosis, hospitalisation, or
death) in people working 55
hours or more per week com-
pared with those putting in a nor-
mal 35 to 40 hour week, even af-
ter taking into account risk factors
including age, sex, and socioeco-
nomic status.

Analysis of data from 17
studies involving 528,908 men

A A0

itive after release of the minutes
before ending almost 1 percent
lower as concerns about China’s
economy continued to weigh.
Treasury prices rose and the dollar
fell against a basket of currencies.

“It was a mixed message, but
it still seems inevitable that we will
get higher rates,” said Macrae
Sykes, analyst at Gabelli and Co in
Rye, New York. In the 12 months
through July, the CPI climbed 0.2
percent.

It was the second month the
annual CPI increased after plung-
ing crude oil prices pushed it into

and women who were followed
up for an average of 7.2 years,
found a 1.3 times higher risk of
stroke in individuals working 55
hours or more a week compared
with those working standard
hours.

This association remained
even after taking into account
health behaviours such as smok-
ing, alcohol consumption, and
physical activity, and standard
cardiovascular risk factors in-
cluding high blood pressure and
high cholesterol.

Importantly, the researchers
found that the longer people

™

3

negative terrain in January.

Signs of an ebb in the disinfla-
tionary trend, combined with eas-
ing labour market slack and a pick-
up in economic growth are likely to
be welcomed by policymakers.

Any monetary tightening by
the Fed is likely to be gradual given
the dampening effect on inflation
of a strong dollar, renewed weak-
ness in oil and other commodity
prices, and China’s devaluation of
the yuan, which should push down
import prices.

“The low inflation profile will
certainly keep the Fed communi-

worked, the higher their chances
of a stroke.

For example, compared with
people who worked standard
hours, those working between 41
and 48 hours had a 10 per cent
higher risk of stroke, and those
working 49 to 54 hours had a 27
per cent increased risk of stroke.

Although the causal mecha-
nisms of these relationships need
to be better understood, the au-
thors suggest that increasing
health-risk behaviours, such as
physical inactivity and high alco-
hol consumption, as well as re-
petitive triggering of the stress

l

1} g

Shoppers ride escalators at the Beverly Center mall in Los Angeles, California November 8, 2013.—Reuters

cating a gradual glide path, but lit-
tle in the July CPI report suggests
that hikes should be delayed,” said
Gennadiy Goldberg, an economist
at TD Securities in New York.

Goldberg noted that the six-
month annualised pace of the CPI
accelerated to 2.9 percent from 1.3
percent in June.

Although the so-called core
CPI, which strips out food and en-
ergy costs, rose only 0.1 percent
last month, that was largely be-
cause of the 5.6 percent decline in
airline fares.

Reuters

response, might increase the risk
of stroke.

“The pooling of all available
studies on this topic allowed us to
investigate the association be-
tween working hours and cardio-
vascular disease risk with greater
precision than has previously
been possible,” Kivimaki said.

“Health professionals should
be aware that working long hours
is associated with a significantly
increased risk of stroke, and per-
haps also coronary heart disease,”
said Kivimaki.

The study was published in
The Lancet journal.—PTI

New disease-
carrying
mosquito found
in Australia

Sypney, 20 Aug — An ag-
gressive, disease-carrying species
of mosquito regarded as a public
health threat has been discovered in
far north Queensland.

The Asian tiger mosquito, or
Aedes albopictus, drinks blood to
survive and lives in a variety of cli-
mates. The Australian Broadcast-
ing Corporation reported on Tues-
day that it spreads dengue fever,
Ross River virus and chikungunya.

All of these illnesses cause
long lasting malaise, muscle ache,
joint swelling and other pains.

Australian state and federal
authorities have been trying to keep
the mosquito out of mainland Aus-
tralia through a monitoring and
trapping program at international
seaports. Dr Roscoe Taylor from
Queensland Health’s Tropical Pub-
lic Health Service said an adult fe-
male mosquito was caught nextto a
berth for international vessels in the
port of Cairns on August 12.

“(It) very probably came from
one of three ships that visited the
port in the preceding week or so,”
he said. The Asian tiger mosquito
has not been found on the mainland
since April last year when it was
detected in Perth.

“This is a significant mosquito
for Australia because we don’t
want it on our mainland,; it already
exists in the Torres Strait,” Taylor
said.—Xinhua

1.8 million children estimated to suffer from malnutrition in Yemen

Unttep  NaTions, 20 Aug—
The United Nations Children’s
Fund (UNICEF) said Wednesday
that 1.8 million children in Yemen
are likely to suffer from malnutri-
tion by the end of this year.

Anthony Lake, UNICEF’s ex-
ecutive director, released the figure
in a statement, while expressing his
concerns about the current human-
itarian situation in Yemen, espe-
cially the challenges facing the
children.

UNICEF estimates that the
education of over 1.8 million chil-
dren has been interrupted by school
closures and more than 20 million
people are struggling to get the safe
water and sanitation they need, ac-
cording to Lake.

“No nation, no society, can af-
ford to lose its children to conflict
-- whether from direct attacks,
from malnutrition, from disease,
from lack of education, or from the
traumas of the horrors they wit-

ness,” he said.

In addition, Lake condemned
an air strike on a teachers’ office in
Amran, Yemen Tuesday night
which killed 13 educators who
gathered to prepare exams for
thousands of children who had
missed the end of their school year
because of the brutal conflict across
the country.

“A selfless activity, turned in a
moment into senseless bloodshed,”
he said. Lake said the awful attack

on the eve of World Humanitarian
Day violates the values the world is
celebrating today.

The World Humanitarian
Day, annually observed on Aug.
19, honors those who have lost
their lives in humanitarian service
and also seeks to draw attention to
humanitarian needs worldwide and
the importance of international co-
operation in meeting these needs.

“Surely, this World Humani-
tarian Day should be the last on

which we have to mourn the death
of so many children, and those who
serve them -- their lives lost to
bloody conflicts not of their mak-
ing,” he added.

As Yemeni conflict drags on,
UN humanitarian wings have
warned of deepening impact of the
continued conflict on civilians,
with four in five Yemenis requiring
humanitarian aid, and nearly 1.5
million people being internally dis-
placed.—Reuters
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Los AnceLes, 20 Aug —
Finnish mobile gaming company
Rovio Entertainment, best known
for its high-flying “Angry Birds,”
is hoping to rebound from a
tough 2014 and to expand in Asia
by tailoring its games to draw lo-
cal consumers.

After reporting a 73 percent
drop in its 2014 earnings due to a
decline in the licensing of the
“Angry Birds” brand, and cutting
about 110 jobs, Rovio is focusing
on going local, the company’s
chief commercial officer Alex
Lambeek told Reuters this week.

“(We have the) building ca-
pability to scale into parts of the
world where we haven’t been
strong in the past and a big part of
that is actually working with
partners, not trying to do
everything ourselves,” said Lam-
beek, who joined the company
from Fox International Channels
in April.

“Angry Birds,” which was
released in 2009 as a mobile
game and fast became a hit, al-

Rovio seeks “‘Angry Birds 2° A

lowed players to fling an array of
birds at pigs using a virtual sling-
shot.

“Angry Birds 2,” released
last month, adds more characters,
high-definition scenes, options to
pick which bird to fling and the
ability to compete with friends.

China accounts for a third of
the nearly 40 million downloads
of “Angry Birds 2” since July 30,
making it the top market. That is
in line with the first “Angry
Birds,” which Rovio said has
seen nearly one billion Chinese
downloads, out of what the com-
pany says is a total of 3 billion
game downloads since 2009.

For Birds 2, Rovio partnered
with Chinese mobile gaming
company Kunlun Inc to make
changes within the prompts and
language used to target the way
Chinese players are used to gam-
ing, Lambeek said.

Chinese customers “want to
be spoken to and listened to in
their own language with their
own specific humor,” he said.

Japan cargo ship

embarks on

International Space
Center supply mission

Care CANAVERAL, (Fla), 20
Aug — After three botched
missions to resupply the Inter-
national Space Center since
October, an unmanned cargo
ship blasted off from southern
Japan on Wednesday with
food, water and gear needed to
keep the research station and
its crew functioning.

A 19-story H-2B rocket
lifted off from the Tanegashi-
ma Space Center at 1150 GMT
and put the HTV capsule into
orbit 15 minutes later, a NASA
Television broadcast showed.

It will take the capsule
five days to reach the station, a
$100 billion laboratory that
flies about 250 miles (400 km)
above Earth.

Japanese astronaut Kimi-
ya Yui, who arrived at the out-
post last month, will use the
station’s robot arm on Monday
to pluck the capsule from orbit
and anchor it to the Harmony
module.

The 9,500 pounds (4,309
kg) of cargo aboard the freight-
er will help the 15-nation sta-
tion partnership recover from
launch accidents that claimed
three cargo ships.

The two U.S. supply ships,
operated by Orbital ATK and
privately owned SpaceX, re-
main  grounded following
launch accidents on Oct. 28
and June 28, respectively.

Russia’s Progress freighter,
one of which failed to reach
the station in April, resumed
flights last month.

“We’re in good shape
right now, but if for some rea-
son HTV didn’t get here, we
get pretty low on certain con-
sumables probably in late Sep-
tember, early October,” NASA
astronaut Scott Kelly said dur-
ing an inflight interview on
Monday.

In addition to refilling the
station’s pantries, HTV carries
spacesuit gear, water filters, a
galley and science instru-
ments, including a telescope to
measure cosmic rays, particles
with the highest energy in the
universe.

Scientists are interested in
the composition of the rays
and why they have such high
energy levels.

“Cosmic rays come at you
from all directions and all the
time,” John Wefel, a Louisiana
State University astrophysi-
cist, said in a NASA TV inter-
view. “Every time one of these
high-energy ~ cosmic  rays
comes at us and starts trigger-
ing the instrument, we record
it.”

The telescope, which will
be mounted outside the sta-
tion, is expected to operate up
to five years.

Reuters

One example was recruiting
Chinese actor-singer Li Yifeng,
28, to market the game and offer
fans who have a Kunlun login the
opportunity to play against him.
In Taiwan, players can log into
the game using Facebook and Ya-
hoo accounts.

sia growth by going local

=

Last week, Rovio appointed
a new director to oversee the
company’s expansion into India,
where around 500,000 users have
downloaded “Angry Birds 2.”
Lambeek said Rovio will be
working with India’s mobile
phone operators to draw consum-

An employee
works inside an
office of Rovio, the
company which
created the video
game Angry Birds,
in Shanghai June
20, 2012. —REeuTERS

ers who may have lower dispos-
able income, by making in-game
purchases more affordable.
Rovio hopes the new game
renews interest in the brand ahead
of May 2016’s “The Angry Birds
Movie.”
Reuters

California prosecutors say Uber’s
background checks missed convicts

SaN Francisco, 20 Aug —
California prosecutors have broad-
ened their civil lawsuit against
popular online ride-sharing ser-
vice Uber, alleging that its back-
ground checks missed people pre-
viously convicted of murder and
sex crimes, court records show.

The district attorneys of San
Francisco and Los Angeles filed
an amended complaint against
Uber Technologies Inc on Tues-
day, which said “systemic failures
in Uber’s background check pro-
cess” came to light after their ini-
tial December filing.

The new complaint said regis-
tered sex offenders, identity

thieves, burglars, a kidnapper and

a convicted murderer had passed
the firm’s screening process and
were driving for the company un-
til they were cited for providing
illegal rides.

“l support technological in-
novation. Innovation, however,
does not give companies a license
to mislead consumers about issues
affecting their safety,” San Fran-
cisco District Attorney George
Gascon said in a statement on
Wednesday.

San Francisco-based Uber
said in a statement its screening
system has been as effective, and
at times more effective, than a dif-
ferent system used by taxi compa-
nies. “We continue to work on

An Uber car is
seen parked
with the
driver’s lunch
left on the
dashboard in
Venice, Los
Angeles,
California,
United States
July 15, 2015.
REeuTERS

improving safety for riders and
drivers before, during and after the
trip,” it said.

The company added that last
year it had rejected more than 600
people who had applied to become
taxi and livery drivers in Los An-
geles, San Diego and San Francis-
co because they had been convict-
ed of violent and drunken driving
crimes. In the complaint filed in
December, prosecutors contended
that Uber drivers work at airports
without obtaining authorization
and have charged an extra $4 fee
to passengers traveling there with-
out paying anything to the airport.

One of the fastest-growing
sharing-economy companies,
Uber operates its ride-share pro-
gram in 57 countries and has an
estimated value of more than $40
billion.

The firm has been fighting in
courts elsewhere in the United
States. Earlier this month Uber
won the dismissal of a racketeer-
ing lawsuit brought by 15 Con-
necticut taxi and limousine com-
panies seeking to stop Uber from
doing business in the state.

Reuters

Malta’s airport introduces new detection technology

VALLETTA, 20 Aug — Passen-
gers who travel from Malta Inter-
national Airport (MIA) could have
their hand luggage and electronic
devices checked for traces of ex-
plosive material using specialized
detection technology as from Sep-
tember this year.

MIA, the archipelago’s only
aeronautic gateway, has invested in
the technology to improve the se-

curity screening procedure in com-
pliance with newly enacted EU
regulations.

“Ongoing structural works at
the central security screening area,
as well as the new equipment in-
stalled, are intended to make sure
this procedure meets the new regu-
latory demands set out by the EU,”
said MIA’s head of security Patrick
Murgo. In addition, the airport has

also invested other resources and
high-service orientation training
for existing employees to enable
this process to be executed as effi-
ciently as possible. MIA has so far
this year put its money toward se-
curity equipment and infrastruc-
ture. This includes explosive trace
detection machines, anti-return
gates, and central screening area
improvements.—Xinhua
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Image taken on June 29, 2011 shows a man practicing rowing at Puerto Madero in Buenos Aires city, capital of Argentina. Buenos Aires,
the capital city of Argentina, was chosen as the best city to live in Latin America, according to a ranking prepared by the Economist Intel-
ligence Unit, of the British magazine The Economist. According to local press, in this ranking Buenos Aires occupies position 62 among
140 cities.—XiNHUA

Two Filipino coast guards held hostage

for three months escape during raid W WII anniversary
in early Sept.

ManiLa, 20 Aug — Two
members of the Philippine Coast
Guard taken hostage by al Qae-
da-linked militants three months
ago have escaped captivity dur-
ing a raid by U.S.-trained com-
mandos on a remote southern is-
land, an army spokesman said on
Thursday.

Four other hostages, includ-
ing two businessmen from Ma-
laysia and South Korea, held at
the same location in the jungle
near Indanan town on Jolo island
have still not been accounted for,
army spokesman Captain Anto-
nio Bulao said.

He said security forces had
killed 15 members of the Abu

Sayyaf group late on Wednesday
during the rescue operation.

The two coast guardsmen
took advantage of the confusion
during the firefight and escaped.

“They are here with us and
having a meal right now,” Bulao
told reporters by phone from an
army base on Jolo. “They are in
high spirits but tired after hiding
all night before they were found
today.

“We have no word if the
other four captives were able to
run away from the rebels,” he
said, adding the offensive on
Jolo to free all hostages, includ-
ing another Malaysian, a Dutch
national and a Japanese national,

would continue. “The order from
headquarters was to rescue all of
them.”

Abu Sayyaf has been blamed
for bomb attacks in the south,
kidnappings-for-ransom and be-
heading of captives, including
an American citizen in 2001.
The rebels are led by Yasser Ig-
asan, seen as having close links
to al Qaeda. Since 2002, a small
U.S. military contingent has been
training and advising Philippine
forces in fighting Abu Sayyaf
and two other militant groups
— the Bangsamoro Islamic Free-
dom Fighters and a small group
claiming affiliation with Islamic
State.—Reuters

Huge fire
breaks out

in northeast
Paris, slightly
injuring 2
firefighters

Paris, 20 Aug — A huge fire
broke out in the small hours of
Thursday at the Cite des Scienc-
es, northeast Paris, local media
reported.

As many as 120 firefight-
ers are on site to put out the fire,
among them two are slightly in-
jured by heat and smoke, accord-
ing to BFMTV. They were called
around 02:30 local time.

The building on fire is still
under construction, and firefight-
ers are working in very difficult
conditions due to the size of the
fire, explained commander Gabri-
el Plus, spokesman of Paris Fire
Department, to BFMTV.

“The alarm was raised by
security teams ‘rather late’,” he
added. So far, the cause of the fire
is still unknown, and the traffic is
normal except that the tramway
3b, which passes just several hun-
dred meters from the fire, is tem-
porarily shut down.—Xinhua

Park to visit China for

Seour, 20 Aug — South Ko-
rean President Park Geun-hye will
visit China in early September
for celebrations to mark the 70th
anniversary of the end of World
War II, the presidential office said
Thursday.

While Park is set to attend an
event in Beijing on Sept. 3 to com-
memorate China’s victory in what
it calls its war of resistance against
Japanese aggression, she is still
considering whether to be present
at a military parade scheduled the
same day, the office said.

China is preparing for the
military parade through Beijing’s

vast Tiananmen Square area as
the highlight of its anniversary
celebrations and has invited world
leaders to the event.

The United States has urged
South Korea to forego Park’s at-
tendance due to concerns over
China’s growing might in Asia.

But with the Chinese leader-
ship under President Xi Jinping
strongly calling for her presence,
South Korea decided on Park’s
visit on Sept. 2-4, placing impor-
tance on its relations with China
with which it has been enhancing
economic and security ties.

Kyodo News

Three firefighters killed battling Washington state wildfire

SeatTLE, 20 Aug — Three
firefighters in Washington state
were Killed and four injured while
battling a wildfire threatening the
town of Twisp, officials said on
Wednesday, as more than a dozen
major blazes burned in parched
Western U.S. states.

The deaths came as a
fast-moving wildfire forced au-
thorities late on Wednesday to
order the evacuations of about
4,000 homes in Twisp and Win-
throp, towns in the foothills of the
Cascade mountains of north-cen-
tral Washington, an emergen-
cy management team said on

Facebook. “l was just told that
three firefighters died while bat-
tling the Twisp fire and four were
injured,” Washington governor
Jay Inslee said in a statement.

The local county sheriff in
Okanogan, Frank Rogers, said the
firefighters had been in a car acci-
dent before flames probably over-
took the vehicle.

Fires have blackened more
than 1 million acres (400,000 hec-
tares) across the arid Western re-
gion, prompting fire managers to
call in help from the U.S. Army
and abroad to reinforce civilian
crews. Okanogan County officials

were continuing to expand the
evacuation zones late on Wednes-
day, and warned residents that
forecasts over the next two days
indicated strong winds that could
fan the flames across dried-out for-
est. Oregon Governor Kate Brown
toured the fire area in her state on
Wednesday and joined ldaho Gov-
ernor C.L. “Butch” Otter in calling
up state National Guard troops
backed by military aircraft to help
combat blazes in their respective
states.

Based on “extreme fire dan-
ger”, Washington state’s Depart-
ment of Natural Resources said

on Wednesday it was moving to
shut down all industrial forest ac-
tivities, including timber harvest
operations and road construction,
across almost all of its eastern for-
ested areas, believed to be the first
such action in more than 20 years.

Inslee said he requested a fed-
eral emergency declaration, which
would free up resources to help
cover firefighting costs.

This week, the national year-
to-date tally of area burned passed
7 million acres (2.9 million hec-
tares). That figure had not been
reached so early in the year for two
decades.

To the south of the Twisp
blaze, firefighters had dug con-
tainment lines around about half
of a wildfire burning on the out-
skirts of Chelan, Washington, a
resort town, fire information of-
ficer Lorena Wisehart said.

In central Oregon, wildfires
near the rural community of John
Day had destroyed three dozen
homes and threatened many oth-
ers.In the mountains of north-cen-
tral 1daho, blazes that grew to 100
square miles (260 square km)
forced evacuations on Tuesday
from dozens of homes near the
small town of Weippe.—Reuters
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV TAUNG GYI STAR
VOY NO (SAB-009W)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV TAUNG GYI
STAR VOY NO (SAB-009W) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 21.8.2015 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of M.I.P where it will lie at the
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from
the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S CONTINETAL SHIPPING
LINE PTELTD
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV SINAR BIAK VOY NO (442N)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SINAR BIAK
VOY NO (442N) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 21.8.2015 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of H.P.T where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and condi-
tions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from
the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S SAMUDERA SHIPPING LINE
Phone No: 2301185

Ministry of Energy
Myanma Petroleum Products Enterprise
Invitation for Open Tender (5/2015)

1. Open tenders are invited for supply of Aviation Lubri-
cating Oil and Grease (4)Items (Open Tender No. MPPE/
AV(LUB)/T/2(2015-2016)) in United State Dollars (CIF
Yangon).

2. Tender Closing Date & Time - 15 - 9 - 2015, 12:00 Hrs
3. Tender documents are available at our office starting
from 19 - 8 - 2015 during office hours and for further de-
tail please contact: Phone :067-411487.

Planning Department
Myanma Petroleum Products Enterprise
Ministry of Energy, No(6) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV MARCLOUD VOY NO (00013S)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV MARCLOUD
VOY NO (00013S) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 21.8.2015 and cargo will be discharged into
the premises of M.1.P where it will lie at the consignee’s
risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and condi-
tions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from
the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S CHINA SHIPPING LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV KOTA RESTU VOY NO (RSU-473)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA RESTU
VOY NO (RSU-473) are hereby notified that the vessel
will be arriving on 21.8.2015 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from
the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES
Phone No: 2301185

Request for Proposal (RfP) for Myanmar

Satellite System

The Ministry of Communications and Information Tech-
nology (MCIT) has issued a Request for Proposals (RfP) to
obtain proposals for the lease of multiple satellite transpond-
ers through a condosat agreement.

Following questions from bidders, MCIT has responded
to a first batch of questions (All remaining questions will be
answered on due date). MCIT answers to questions (Batch 1)
and RFP files in Microsoft Word format can be downloaded
from http://www.mcit.gov.mm/tenders_listing.

Following the postponement of the date of submission,
prhoposals must arrive at the MCIT by 5:00 P.M on September
8", 2015.

Advertise

with us!
(+95) (01) 8604532

Ministry of Energy

five Joint Venture Projects:

Myanma Petrochemical Enterprise
Invitation Tenders for Consultancy and Advisory Services for
Five Joint Venture Projects
1. Myanma Petrochemical Enterprise (MPE), a State-owned Enterprise of the Republic of

the Union of Myanmar under the Ministry of Energy announces Invitation Tenders for
consultancy and advisory services from local or foreign consultant firms for the following

Sr.No Tender No

Sr

(1) 0S-001(15-16)

No Tender No. Description
1 | 1(TP)/Consultant for Coastal Tankers, River Crafts and Barges under Crude
CPMDD JV/HQ/MPE/ and Petrochemical Movement and Distribution Depart-
2015-2016 ment(CPMDD)

2 | 2(TP)/Consultant for KZ
JV/HQ/ MPE/ 2015-2016

No.3 Fertilizer Factory (Kyawzwa)

3 | 3(TP)/Consultant for Lab-
oratory/HQ/MPE/ 2015-2016

Laboratory Services for analyzing the specification and
qualification of the Petroleum Products

4 | 4(TP)/Consultant for LPG
Supply Chain/HQ/MPE/
2015-2016

Refinery (Thanlyin)

New Construction of LPG Terminal and Jetty in NO(1)

Tender Closing Date & Time -

Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing
from 17" August, 2015 at the Finance Department, Myanma Qil and Gas Enter-
prise. No(44) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ENERGY
MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
(INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER)

(13/2015)

Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in
United States Dollars and Myanmar Kyats.

Description Remark
24" Offshore Domestic Gas Pipeline (URH

(Nearshore Section) Acoustic Survey
14-9-2015, 16:30 Hr

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph . +95. 67-411097/411206 /411331

5 | 5(TP)/Consultant for MLT/
HQ/ MPE/ 2015-2016

LPG Importation, Storage, Distribution and Marketing
by using the existing facilities of Myanmar Liquefied

Terminal (MLT) in NO(1) Refinery (Thanlyin)

2. Each tender document can be purchased by 50,000 Kyats (Fifty thousand Kyats) at the
Finance Department, MPE during office hours commencing from 25" Aug, 2015.

3. Applicants shall submit the proposals in accordance with the specifications set forth in the Ten-
der Documents to the following address not later than 24" Sept, 2015 at 12:00 noon.

4. Submission of proposals from an applicant shall not be allowed for more than two out of
five joint venture projects. If the proposals submitted are more than two projects from an
applicant, all proposals shall not be considered.

5. For more information, please contact the following address:

Managing Director
Myanma Petrochemical Enterprise
Building No. 44, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar
dplmpe@energy.gov.mm, mpeict@gmail.com
Fax: +95 67 411124, +95 67 411126
6. Late inquiry or inquiries via telephone will not be answered.

WEATHER REPORT

BAY INFERENCE: Monsoon is moderate in the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal.
FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE 21t August, 2015: Rain or
thundershowers will be widespread in Taninthayi Region, Rakhine and Mon States,
fairly widespread in Upper Sagaing, Bago, Yangon and Ayeyarwady Regions,
Kachin, Chin and Kayin States and scattered in the remaining Regions and States
with isolated heavy falls in Chin and Rakhine States. Degree of certainty is (100%).
STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be moderate in Myanmar waters.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: Increase of rain in the Mon
State and Taninthayi Region.

FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGHBOURING AREA FOR 21
August, 2015: One or two rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (100%).
FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGHBOURING AREA FOR 21% Au-
gust, 2015: One or two rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (100%).
FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGHBOURING AREA FOR 21¢
August, 2015: Isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (80%).
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PasaDENa, 20 Aug —
When Matt Damon need-
ed to play an astronaut
stranded on Mars, he and
director Ridley Scott were
able to turn to U.S. space
agency NASA to make the
extreme circumstances of
“The Martian” as scientif-
ically accurate as possible.

“We’re kind of on the
cusp of being able to do
everything that happens in
the movie,” Damon told
Reuters, speaking of space
exploration.

“With the right fund-
ing and the right attention,
these are the kinds of things
that we will be exploring in
the very near future and
this is going to be a part of
our kids’ lives.”

“The Martian,” based
on Andy Weir's 2011
novel of the same name,
follows Astronaut Mark
Watney (Damon) who is
stranded on Mars after his
team, led by actress Jessica
Chastain’s Captain Lewis,
presume he is dead in the
aftermath of a powerful
Martian storm.

With no means of
communicating and the
next manned mission to
Mars four years away,
Watney tries to survive on
the deserted lands of Mars,
using his skills as a botanist
to grow food using Martian
soil.

On Wednesday, Fox
released the second trail-
er for the film, which

highlighted Watney’s de-
termination to survive on
Mars as well as his dry wit,
while unknown to him, the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration must
decide whether to try to
rescue him.

“(Weir) really got this
guy with this great sense of
humor, really smart and re-
ally capable guy, but some-
body who has that great
kind of gallows humor that
people who do this kind of
work tend to have,” Damon
said. To mark the release
of the trailer, Fox hosted
an event on Tuesday with
Damon at NASA and its
Jet Propulsion Laborato-
ry in Pasadena, Califor-
nia, which specializes in

Matt Damon recruits NASA to simulate life on Mars in ‘The Martian’

planetary science and
launched the Mars Curi-
osity rover in 2011.

Journalists were
given tours of the facil-
ities and given explana-
tions why “The Martian”
could reflect how humans
could live on Mars in the
near future.

“As soon as Ridley
contacted us and we rec-
ognized that he wanted to
paint that really accurate
picture, it was easy for
us to endorse the movie
and then provide what-
ever kind of consultation
and advice he needed to
be able to execute on it,”
said Jim Green, director
of NASA’s planetary sci-
ence arm.—Reuters

Rebecca Ferguson joins  Kristen Stewart, Taylor Lautner

The Girl on the Train movie
adaptation

Actress Rebecca Ferguson

is the latest star to board the
forthcoming adaptation of “The
Girl on the Train”.—PTI

Los ANGELES, 20 Aug — Ac-
tress Rebecca Ferguson is the lat-
est star to board the forthcoming
adaptation of “The Girl on the
Train”.

The 29-year-old “Mission

Miley Cyrus’

Impossible: Rogue Nation” ac-
tress joins Emily Blunt in the
DreamWorks film, which will be
directed by The Help’s Tate Tay-
lor, reported Deadline.

Ferguson will play Anna, the
current wife of Rachel’s (Blunt)
ex-husband.

Rachel is a divorced wom-
an with an alcohol problem, who
fantasises about the perfect life of
a family whose house she passes
on her daily commute.

But after seeing something
shocking, she finds herself pulled
into their lives and the problems
that follow.

The third main female role
has yet to be cast.

Last month, it was confirmed
that the big-screen adaptation of
Paula Hawkins’s novel will take
place in New York City, aban-
doning the book’s English set-
ting.—PTI

next album

will be ‘experimental’?

Los ANGELEs, 20 Aug — Pop
star Miley Cyrus’ follow-up to her
2013 set “Bangerz” will reportedly
be “expreminetal” and “not very
good.” It is also being said Cyrus
will produce the album, reported
Aceshowbiz. Previously, Cyrus
said in an interview with Marie
Claire that she planned to release
what will be her fifth full-length
for free. Her manager Adam Leber
confirmed the plan and was quoted
as saying, “If RCA wasn’t down
the gratis plan, she was prepared
to buy herself out of the label.” So
far, there is still no official word on
when the still-untitled album will
hit the stores.—PTI

Pop star Miley Cyrus )

reunite at ‘American Ultra’ premiere

Kristen Stewart and Taylor Lautner were all smiles when posing for
photographers at the screening of ‘American Ultra’.—PTI

Los ANGELES, 20 Aug — Ac-
tor Taylor Lautner attended the
LA premiere of his “Twilight”
co-star Kristen Stewart’s upcom-
ing movie “American Ultra”. The
duo was all smiles when posing
for photographers at the screen-
ing, which took place on August
18, reported Aceshowbiz.

Stewart, 25, looked chic in

a floral short jumpsuit by Zu-
hair Murad with a deep plunging
neckline. She sported catseye
eyeliner and donned black Jim-
my Choo shoes. Lautner, 23, opt-
ed for a semi-casual style with a
white shirt, a blue suit and black
pants.

Stewart was also joined by
her “American Ultra” co-stars at

Actress Shannen
Doherty battling breast
cancer: People magazine

Los ANGELES, 20 Aug — U.S.
television actress Shannen Do-
herty, best known for her roles
in “Beverly Hills, 90210” and
“Charmed,” is currently under-
going treatment for breast can-
cer, celebrity publication People
magazine said Wednesday.

Doherty, 44, told People that
she is focusing on her recovery.
The magazine also cited legal
documents from a recent lawsuit
filed by the actress that disclosed
her illness, saying she was first

diagnosed with the cancer in
March this year.

A representative for the ac-
tress could not be reached by
Reuters for comment.

Doherty is best known for
playing Brenda Walsh in the early
1990s series “90210,” which fol-
lowed the lives of Southern Cal-
ifornia teens, and Prue Halliwell
on late 1990s series “Charmed,”
which followed three sisters with
magical abilities.

Reuters

the red carpet event. She posed
together with Jesse Eisenberg,
Connie Britton, Topher Grace,
Tony Hale and John Leguizamo
for a group photo. Eisenberg and
Grace looked relaxed in jackets
and jeans, while Britton showed
off her fit body in a long white
dress with sheer panels. Grace
also brought along his fiancee
Ashley Hinshaw.

“American Ultra” centres
on Mike (Eisenberg), a seem-
ingly hapless and unmotivated
stoner whose small-town life
with his live-in girlfriend, Phoe-
be (Stewart), is suddenly turned
upside down.

Unbeknownst to him, Mike
is actually a highly trained, lethal
sleeper agent. In the blink of an
eye, as his secret past comes back
to haunt him, Mike is thrust into
the middle of a deadly govern-
ment operation and is forced to
summon his inner action-hero in
order to survive.—PTI

Actress Shannen Doherty takes
part in a panel discussion for the
reality show “Shannen Says” at
AMC’s TCA Winter Press Tour in
Pasadena, California

January 14, 2012.—Reuters
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Woods comforted by short Wyndham Championship course

Tiger Woods hits his tee
shot on the 9" hole during
the second round of the
2015 PGA Championship
golf tournament at
Whistling Straits August
14, 2015. —REuTERS

GREENSBORO, (North
Carolina), 20 Aug — Tiger
Woods is  approaching
his first appearance at the
Wyndham  Championship
with eager anticipation for a
reason that would have been
inconceivable a few years
ago.

Woods was delighted
to discover during
Wednesday’s pro-am that
players will not need to rely
on their drivers very often at
Sedgefield Country Club in
Greensboro, North Carolina,
which is rather short by
today’s standards.

And for Woods, who
ranks near last on the PGA
Tour for driving accuracy,
the knowledge that the
course requires mostly three-

Wawrinka’s mind wanders,
but advances in Cincinnati

Mason,  (Ohio), 20
Aug — World number one
Novak Djokovic cruised
through his opening match
at the Western & Southern
Open in Cincinnati on
Wednesday, while Stan
Wawrinka had to dig deep
to beat Borna Coric and
conceded his thoughts had
been far from tennis over
the past few days.

Andy Murray, who
beat Djokovic in the Rogers
Cup final on Sunday and
moved up to second in the
world rankings, had a tough
second round outing against
Mardy Fish but came
through 6-4, 7-6(1), while
Rafa Nadal also advanced
after  beating  Jeremy
Chardy.

French Open champion
Wawrinka said he had
yet to receive an apology

o

from Nick Kyrgios for the
Awustralian’s incendiary
comment during their match
last week.

Kyrgios, 20, drew the
ire of the tennis world in
Montreal after he insulted
Wawrinka at the Rogers
Cup, saying that another
Australian player, Thanasi
Kokkinakis, had slept with
Wawrinka’s girlfriend.

Though Kyrgios later
apologised via  Twitter
for his comments, he was
slapped with two separate
fines by the ATP who
also raised the possibility
the Australian could be
suspended.

Wawrinka did not hear
the comment at the time,
only learning later that it had
been audible on television.
He admitted after his victory
on Wednesday that the past

'ad g

" 2

week had been difficult.
“For the past few days for
sure my head was not really
into the tennis,” Wawrinka
told Sky Sports television
after his 3-6, 7-6(3), 6-3 win
over Croatian teen Coric.

“What happened
people don’t see exactly
what the consequences are
for everybody so I’'m trying
to put away.

“Today I'm happy
with the way I fight. I was
playing really bad tennis but
most important is the win.”

Wawrinka was then
asked if he was happy with
the way that Kyrgios, who
lost his opening match in
Cincinnati, had apologised
for the incident.

“He didn’t apologise so
no, but I prefer not to talk
about him, thank you,” said
Wawrinka.—Reuters

Aug 19, 2015; Cincinnati, OH, USA; Novak Djokovic (SRB) returns a shot against Benoit
Paire (not pictured) on day five during the Western and Southern Open tennis tournament
at Linder Family Tennis Center. —REuTERs

woods and two-irons off the
tee is nothing but good news.

“This is fun. We play
hardly any golf courses
anymore in the States that
| get (to use) my two-iron.
This is one of those courses,”
Woods said after playing
the pro-am with Chris Paul
of the National Basketball
Association’s Los Angeles
Clippers.

“My biggest concern is
learning the greens so fast.
| hadn’t putted on Bermuda
greens this fast in a very long
time.” Woods, 39, decided
to play in Greensboro for the
first time because he is 187th
in the FedExCup standings
and needs a victory here
to qualify for the lucrative
four-event playoff series that

starts next week.

He entered the event
just before the deadline
last Friday, but after
missing the cut at the PGA
Championship a day later,
hedged his bets on whether
he would play.

“l just wanted to see,
first of all, how my body
was going to be feeling
after grinding it out trying to
play Whistling Straits (and)
if 1 was ready to go make
a push to try and get in the
playoffs,” he said ahead of
Thursday’s opening round.

Woods has  been
surpassed on the course by a
new breed of talented young
players. His world ranking
has plunged to 286 and he
is clearly past his prime but

remains the man the fans
want to see.

“He still draws the
crowd and I think that’s just
a testament to his career and
what he’s been able to do,”
2012 U.S. Open champion
Webb Simpson said of the
14-times major  winner.
“He’s kind of like the Arnold
Palmer of our generation. No
matter how he plays, people
want to follow him.”

Woods will be paired
with  Hideki Matsuyama
and Brooks Koepka for the
first two rounds. Australian
world number 12 Adam
Scott is the highest-ranked
player in the field while
Colombian Camilo Villegas
is defending champion.

Reuters

Florida treasure hunters find $4.5
million in rare Spanish coins

OrLanpo, (Fla), 20
Aug — Florida treasure
hunters found a trove of
$4.5 million worth of Span-
ish gold coins 300 years to
the day after a fleet of ships
sunk in a hurricane while
en route from Havana to
Spain, the salvage owner
said Wednesday.

The 350 coins found
on July 30 include nine
rare pieces, known as royal
eight escudos, which were
being transported to the
King of Spain, according to
Brent Brisben. His compa-

ny, 1715 Fleet — Queens
Jewels, owns the rights to
the wreckage.

Only 20 such coins
were known to exist prior
to the recovery of the nine
royals, Brisben said.

“The gold looks like it
fell into the water yester-
day,” said William Bartlett,
51, the diver who spotted
the haul.

Bartlett was part of
a three-man crew aboard
Brisben’ boat S/V Capitana
when it found coins in shal-
low waters off VVero Beach,

Florida. The search site was
picked because it was close
to a previous discovery.

On the same day in
1715, a hurricane tossed 11
treasure-laden Spanish gal-
leons on to reefs off Flor-
ida’ East Coast, sinking
them in the early hours the
following morning. Today,
the wreckage is scattered
over a wide area. The coins
found by Bartlett are part of
the now-scattered treasure
transported by the galleons,
which have since broken
up. —Reuters
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ManpaLay, 20 Aug —
Patheingyi Township emerged
victorious in Mandalay Re-
gion’s inter-township volley-
ball tournament on 19 August.

Patheingyi beat Thazi 3-1

in the final at Bahtoo Gymnasi-
um in Mandalay.

Officials presented medals
and K50,000 each to best player
award winners.

Mandalay Region volleyball

Patheingyi Tsp victorious

In volleyball tournament

subcommittee vice chairman
U Myo Kyaw Win and Dep-
uty Director U Wai Zin of
Region Sports and Physical
Education Department gave
medals to players from third
prize winning Amarapura and
second prize winning Thazi
townships, while principal of
Mandalay Sports and Physi-
cal Education Institute U Myo
Myint Aung presented gold
medals to players of champion
Patheingyi Township.

On behalf of the Manda-
lay Region Chief Minister,
Region Minister for Social
Affairs Dr Win Hlaing gave
K500,000 cash and the cham-
pionship trophy to Patheingyi
Township.

Tin Maung (Mandalay)

By Ko Moe

Yancon, 20 Aug—The
Myanmar Chess Federation
is looking to identify talent-
ed young players at a youth
tournament starting Friday in
Mandalay.

The federation is holding
the youth championship at

Bahtoo Gymnasium in conjunc-
tion with the Sports and Physical
Education Department under the
Ministry of Sport. The event will
run alongside the Mandalar Open
chess tournament.

The youth chess champion-
ship will include age categories
ranging from U-10 to U-20.

“The youth chess tourna-

Chess federation on lookout for young talent

ment aims to turn out a new
generation of players,” federa-
tion official U Myo Zaw Min
said.

The federation will award
K300,000 for first prize,
K200,000 for second and
K100,000 for third prize in the
Mandalar Open tournament.

GNLM

By Ko Moe

Yancon, 20 Aug — War-
riors trounced Legacy 88-12
in an opening round men’s
match of the Basketball Open
Championships 2015 which
tipped off Thursday at Aung
San Gymnasium.

In the other matches, Best

Jewels threshed NBA (Bago) 94-
24 while Snow Leopard defeated
Titans 59-36.

In the U-19 men’s tourna-
ment, Yadana Sandaw beat Step
Up 52-13 while PyinOoLwin
beat Jaguar 50-24 in the U-19
event.

A total of 19 basketball
teams from regions and states are

taking part in the open class
men’s tournament and three
in the women’s event. Eleven
men’s teams and four wom-
en’s teams are participating in
the U-19 tournaments.

The Basketball Open
Championships 2015 will run
until 28 August.

GNLM

Rooney sure he will
rediscover scoring
touch for United

LonpoN, 20 Aug — Wayne
Rooney believes the criticism
directed at him for the lack of
goals for Manchester United is
unwarranted and is confident he
will soon rediscover his scoring
touch.

The England striker has
drawn a blank in each of Unit-
ed’s three games against Tot-
tenham Hotspur, Aston Villa
and Club Bruges, despite being
deployed as a central striker by
manager Louis Van Gaal.

Rooney has not found the
back of the net in eight Premier
League games for his club, and
last scored in their 3-1 win over
Aston Villa on April 12.

The striker said it is just a

matter of time before he starts
scoring again.

“It’s early on in the season
— we’re just three games in. I’'ve
experienced this criticism before
and the goals will come, I know
that,” the 29-year-old said.

“l understand | have to be
the one who’s going to lead that
line for us and try and find the
goals for us,” the England cap-
tain added.

“My mind is clear. | know g

how to play the role.
“It’s just a case of getting

the chances and taking them, -

which 1’m hopefully going to do
soon,” Rooney, who notched 12
Premier League goals last season
from a slightly deeper position,
said.

The striker was also unhap-
py with the criticism over his re-
cent performances.

“I’ve had one bad game this
season and everyone’s all over it.
I’ve had that throughout my ca-
reer but hopefully at the weekend
I can get off the mark,” he said.

“I’m an honest guy. | know
when | don’t play well and
against Aston Villa | was below
my standards.”

Reuters

Barca facing tough task
to retain La Liga title

Mabrip, 20 Aug — Champi-
ons Barcelona begin their bid for a
sixth La Liga title in eight years at
Athletic Bilbao on Sunday know-
ing that fellow heavyweights Real
Madrid could, unusually, be just
one of several challengers for their
crown.

Under new coach Rafa Ben-
itez, Real are desperate to recover
from a 2014-15 season when they
failed to win major silverware and
will be looking to FIFA Ballon
d’Or holder Cristiano Ronaldo to
break more scoring records and
hoping world record signing Ga-
reth Bale can rediscover his best
form.

Atletico Madrid proved they
are genuine contenders by win-
ning Spain’s top flight in 2013-14
and inspirational Argentine coach
Diego Simeone has overseen some
canny business in the latest trans-
fer window, including luring Co-
lombia striker Jackson Martinez
from Porto.

And it would be no great sur-
prise if Valencia, flush with cash
following last year’s takeover by
Singapore billionaire Peter Lim,
and Europa League champions
Sevilla, who gave Barca a mighty
scare in this month’s European Su-
per Cup, are in the mix at the top of
the table come May.

“In Spain we don’t just have
Barcelona,” Benitez told daily El
Pais this week.

“There is Atletico, Valencia,
Sevilla, who are all performing
very well,” added the much-trav-
elled 55-year-old, who began his
coaching career in Real’s academy
after his nascent playing career
was ended by injury. “But it’s true
that Barcelona are the champions
and the reference point.”

Bilbao showed Barca are vul-
nerable when they thrashed them
4-0 in the first leg of the Spanish
Super Cup last week, going on to
seal a 5-1 aggregate success in the
return on Monday, and the pres-
sure on the Catalan club to match
last term’s haul of Champions
League, La Liga and King’s Cup
titles will be immense.

Much will depend on the
form of talismanic forward Lionel
Messi, who with strike partners
Neymar and Luis Suarez rattled in
a Spanish record 122 goals in all
competitions last term.

Andalusian rivals Sevilla and
Malaga get the new season under
way on Friday when they clash at
the Rosaleda (1830 GMT), before
Atletico host promoted Las Palmas
(1830) and Valencia play at Rayo
Vallecano (2030) on Saturday.

Reuters
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