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Wanding, (Yun-
nan Province, China), 
14 Aug — On a recent 
trip to China’s Yunnan 
Province bordering 
Myanmar, I was sur-
prised to see Pyu-era 
artifacts displayed at 
a museum in Wand-
ing. I felt that I had 
come across our lost 
relatives in a foreign 
country.

Reeling with de-
light at seeing Pyu-era 
beads and earthen pots, 
I asked the curator of 
the museum, which 
displays artifacts of 
ancient ethnic minor-
ities of China, how 
they were obtained. He 
replied that they were unearthed at the 
site of a hydro-electric power project in 
Yunnan Province in 2006. 

Though the curator insisted the 
beads and earthen pots were used by an-
cient Jingpo, an ethnic minority of both 
China and Myanmar, I truly believed 

Artifacts reveal Pyu 
civilization in China

Yangon, 14 Aug — The U.S. dol-
lar’s bounce back against the kyat is 
unlikely to be prolonged, as aid-related 
inflows will increase supply of the green-
back, an economic analyst said Friday.

 The Central Bank of Myanmar set 
its reference foreign exchange rate at  
K1,256 to the dollar on Friday, up from 
K1,246 on Thursday and K1,234 earlier 
this month.

   U Saw Naing of Applied Econom-
ics told The Global New Light of Myan-
mar that the dollar will not continue to 
rally, but rise and fall according to the 
market. 

The kyat “will rise in value with 
strong demand for it following public 
donations for flood victims, while the 
supply of the dollar will increase with 
the inflow of international aid, curbing 
the recent jump in the exchange rate be-
tween the kyat and U.S. dollar,” U Saw 
Naing said.

Any further rises in the dollar are 
likely to be short-lived, he added.

(See page 3)

Statues wear Bramar longyis in the traditional style of Khar-pone-sa-khya wut Nee, with the sheet of the longyi hanging in front of 
the lower body.

Two wooden reliefs displayed at a museum in Wanding, Yunnan Province, are 
totally the same as two of the five dancing bronze statues of Brahmar called 
Pyu of Myanmar.

By Nat Ye Hla

By Ye Myint

that they were artifacts of Myanmar’s Pyu 
era of more than 1,500 years ago, having 
previously seen such items in Myanmar.

While the curator was conducting 
us around the museum, I also found two 
wooden reliefs, one depicting dancing and 
the other a traditional drum. 

The curator said 
the wooden reliefs 
depicted the ancient 
ethnic Dai people in 
the city. But, I felt that 
these figures were fa-
miliar.

Upon arriving back 
in Myanmar, I showed 
the pictures of the 
beads, earthen pots and 
reliefs to Bhone Tint 
Kyaw, a prominent his-
torian of the Pyu era. 

“Yes, of course, 
the beads and earthen 
pots are artifacts of the 
Pyu era,” Bhone Tint 
Kyaw said.

“The reliefs are…
totally the same as two 
of the five dancing 
bronze statues of Brah-
mar called Pyu found 

near Pha-ra-mar pagoda in Sri Kestra 
city in central Myanmar.”

The statues discovered in Myanmar 
are in Bramar longyis (sarong) but the 
Dai people in Yunnan Province do not 
wear longyis, he added.

(See page 2)

Dollar’s bounce 
back against 
kyat short-lived:  
market analyst

Customers exchange currency at a 
Yangon money changer. The U.S. dollar 
bounced back against the kyat in recent 
days, widening the gap between official 
and unofficial rates.—Photo: Ye Myint

President 
inspects Buddha 
images, relief aid

Myanmar celebrates 48th ASEAN Day

What Triggered the Unprecedented Flood

President announces three ministerial
appointments



Saturday, 15 August, 20152
n a t i o n a l

Nyaungdon, 14 Aug—Sea-
food companies have successful-
ly launched commercial breeding 
of giant sea perch at freshwater 
fish farms in Nyaungdon Town-
ship, Ayeyawady Region.

Operators including United 
KMK Company started breeding 
of the fish, also known as barra-
mundi or Asian sea bass, as of 
March 2015.

“We bred the fish in Myeik 
at first and conducted test breed-
ing of giant sea perch in the fresh 
water in Samalauk village, Ay-
eyawady Region,” United KMK 
Company manager U Shar Nyo 
said. 

Freshwater breeding of giant sea perch meets success
By Ko Moe “After 100 days, we suc-

cessfully caught the fish with set 
weight and size.

“Giant sea perch can be bred 
in any region, but breeders need 
to take care of feeding them at the 
right times.”

Five entrepreneurs are 
engaging in fish breeding in 
Nyaungdon Township. Under 
the Sustainable Seafood Devel-
opment Projects, USAID breeds 
fish in the ponds near Okkan, 
a northern town in Yangon  
Region.—GNLM

Kalay, 14 Aug—Kan-
bawza’s Brighter Future 
Myanmar Foundation in 
cooperation with Kalay 
Lwin Pyin Rescue Aid 
Team on Thursday donat-
ed rehabilitation supplies 

Kanbawza’s Brighter Future 
Myanmar Foundation 

donates relief supplies to Kyaukka Village

to victims in Kyaukka Vil-
lage in Kalay Township of 
Sagaing Region, one of the 
worst-affected areas of the 
country.

Their donation covers 
rice, cooking oil, tarpau-

BTMU donates more than  
K 19 million for flood-hit people

Mr Mitsuhiro Kimura, General Manager of BTMU Yangon 
Branch (Far Left) presents the donation of JPY 2 million 
which is equivalent to Kyats 19,790,758 to Professor Tha 
Hla Shwe, President of MRCS (Second from Right).—btmu 

Yangon, 14 Aug – 
The Myanmar Red Cross 
Society said Friday that 
it received JPY 2 million 
which is equivalent to  
K 19,790,758 donated by 
the Bank of Tokyo-Mit-
subishi UFJ, Ltd Thurs-
day.

The donation aims 
to help people affected 
by the floods nationwide 
in recent memory to re-
start their lives, said the 
statement released by the 
MUFG on Friday. 

BTMU is a member of 
Mitsubishi UFJ Financial 
Group, Inc. (MUFG).

GNLM

Kanbawza’s Brighter Future Myanmar Foundation donates rehabilitation aid to 
flood victims.—kbz

Fishing workers catch giant sea 
perch in fish famr.
Photo: Tun Aung Kyaw

lins, 45-liter buckets, toilet 
commodes, hoes, spades 
and saws. 

Moreover, the founda-
tion offered K100,000 each 
to 169 households and a 
monastery.—GNLM

Artifacts reveal Pyu... 
(from page 1)

The artifacts unearthed 
at the hydro power station 
site in 2006 indicate that the 
Pyu people were living in 
Yunnan in the past. 

Bhone Tint Kyaw also 

Pyu beads displayed at a 
museum in Wanding, 
Yunnan Province.

Pyu-era earthen pots and 
beads unearthed at the 
site of a hydro-electric 
power project in Yunnan 
Province in 2006.

quoted Chinese historical 
records, saying that Pyu 
people were living in Yun-
nan Province around 226 
A.D. The ruins of the three 
Pyu city states in Myanmar 
were designated as a UN-

ESCO world heritage site 
last year, coinciding with 
an exhibition where some  
statues excavated from the 
Pyu sites were displayed 
for the first time at the Met-
ropolitan Museum in New 
York.

In Myanmar, peo-
ple mainly know of the 
three Pyu city states of 
Sri Kestra, Beikthano 
and Hanlin and their ru-
ins, however, ancient Pyu  
cities were located across 
the country.

Ornaments and uten-
sils made of stone, bronze,  
iron, gold and earth ex-
cavated from the ancient 
cities show the Pyu people 
possessed highly polished 
artistic skills that are now 
extinct.—GNLM

Yangon, 14 Aug — The 
nationwide death toll from 
severe flooding has risen to 
106, authorities said Friday. 

The government re-
peated its request for donors 
wishing to distribute emer-
gency aid in disaster areas to 
first seek safety advice from 
local authorities.  

The announcement fol-
lowed a number of fatal acci-
dents in flooded areas of the 
Ayayawady Delta.

Five people, includ-
ing two Buddhist monks, 
died Wednesday night after 
the vehicle carrying them 
plunged into floodwaters.

They had been return-

Flood death toll climbs to 106
ing home after distributing 
rice in a disaster area. 

Three schoolgirls died 
after a motorboat carrying 
them to school capsized 
Monday in Yekyi Township, 
Ayeyawady Delta. The up-
dated figure released by the 

ministry on Friday showed 
that the death toll in Sagaing 
Region had increased from 
11 to 14. The figure also 
showed that 56 people had 
perished in Rakhine State, 
11 in Mandalay Region and 
nine in Shan State.—GNLM

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 Aug—More than 1.4 million 
acres of farmlands were inundated in recent flooding 
across the nation.

Of them, the flooding receded in more than 1.08 
acres of farmlands including 3 million acres in Bago 
Region. Local farmers re-cultivated crops on more than 
145,000 acres of farmlands in regions and states includ-
ing over 110,000 acres in Rakhine State.—MNA

Farmers replant crops on more 
than 145,000 acres of farmland
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President inspects Buddha images, relief aid
Nay Pyi Taw, 14 Aug — President U Thein Sein paid homage Friday to Buddha images to be donated to flood victims and inspected arrangements for the distribution of 

rehabilitation aid at the Advanced Fruit Cold Storage and Packaging Factory.
Union Ministers U Khin Maung Soe and U Ohn Myint briefed the president on the sending of rehabilitation aid to the flood victims.
In the morning, 700 of the 9-inch-high Buddha images were sent to Tamu, while 100 containers, each with supplies for a five-member family, were sent to Kalay  

by car.—MNA

Dollar’s bounce back against kyat . . .
(from page 1)

Despite the official exchange rate of  
K1,256 to the dollar on Friday, the selling 
rate was unofficially set as high as around 
K1,280 in the market.

Dr Soe Tun, President of the Myanmar 
Automobile Manufacturers and Distributors 
Association, remarked that the recent dollar 

surge fuelled further increase in prices of 
imported goods. Suspension of rice exports, 
limited exports in the rainy season, and de-
mand for the dollar to import construction 
materials and foodstuffs in the wake of 
flooding, as well as the greenback’s strength 
on the global market, caused the sudden 
surge against the kyat, he said—GNLM

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 Aug—Myanmar on 
Friday celebrated the 48th ASEAN Day at 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs here, with 
special entertainment programmes.

The ceremony was opened with the 
ASEAN Anthem sung by the artists from 
the Ministry of Culture, followed by remarks 
made by Union Foreign Affairs Minister U 
Wunna Maung Lwin, Union National Plan-
ning and Economic Development Minister 
Dr Kan Zaw, Union Culture Minister U Aye 
Myint Kyu, and on behalf of the current 
ASEAN Chair, Ambassador of Malaysia Mr 
Mohd Haniff Bin Abd Rahman.

Present at the ceremony were ministers 

and officials from government ministries, 
Hluttaw members, heads/representatives and 
spouses of the ASEAN embassies and repre-
sentatives from civil societies. 

The Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations was established on 8th August 
1967 and it has 10 member countries from 
Southeast Asia comprising Brunei, Cambo-
dia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam.

According to the ASEAN Charter and 
the ASEAN community Building Roadmap, 
the ASEAN community will be established 
by the end of 2015.—MNA

Myanmar celebrates 48th ASEAN Day

President U Thein Sein seen with Buddha images to be sent to Tamu.—mna President U Thein Sein inspects family kits for Kalay.—mna

President U Thein Sein views equipment included in family kits to be sent to flood-affected Kalay Township, Sagaing Region.—mna

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 Aug—Three union 
ministers have received new ministeri-
al appointments, which they will fulfill 
concurrently with their existing posts, 
according to an announcement Friday 
signed by President U Thein Sein.

Union Home Affairs Minister Lt-
Gen Ko Ko has been appointed as Un-

ion Minister for Immigration and Pop-
ulation, Union Transport Minister U 
Nyan Tun Aung as Union Minister for 
Rail Transportation, and Union Energy 
Minister U Zeyar Aung as Union Minis-
ter for Communications and Information 
Technology.

MNA

President announces three 
ministerial appointments

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 Aug — The Depart-
ment of Research and Innovation inked 
a deal Friday with the Japan Agency for 
Marine-Earth Science and Technology for 
young Myanmar scientists and researchers 
to undertake training in Japan.

The department, under the Ministry of 
Science and Technology, and the Japanese 

agency signed a declaration of intent in a 
ceremony at the ministry.

Union Minister for Science and Tech-
nology Dr Ko Ko Oo said the young sci-
entists and researchers would train at the 
agency, headquartered near Tokyo, under 
the Japan-Asia Youth Exchange Program 
in Science.—MNA

Young Myanmar scientists set to train in Japan

Mandalay, 14 Aug — Authorities in 
Mandalay’s Amarapura Township are try-
ing to combat pollution of Taungthaman 
Lake caused by fish poachers dumping their 
catches to avoid prosecution.

More than 70 poachers are engaged in 
illegal fishing at the lake each day, with up 
to 100 nets in use at a time, according to re-
ports. Whenever authorities make surprise 

inspections, the poachers flee, leaving their 
fishing nets, with the decomposing catch 
polluting the lake, a local resident said.

“Security personnel took fishing nets 
when they found the illegal fishermen but 
they did not take action against the illegal 
fishermen,” the resident said. “The fisher-
men catch about 250 viss of fish at the lake 
daily.”—Tin Maung (Mandalay)

Dead fish pollute Taungthaman Lake
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Tianjin, 14 Aug — Air and water quality near the site 
of Wednesday night’s blast in north China’s Tianjin are be-
ing closely monitored as conditions remain unclear. “So far, 
the air quality near the blast site remains normal and will not 
have a harmful effect on residents,” Feng Yinchang, an en-
vironmental expert, said at a press conference Friday morn-
ing.

Some of the monitoring stations detected toluene, chlo-
roform, methylbenzene and volatile organic compounds, all 
hazardous pollutants, between Wednesday night and noon 
on Thursday, but their concentrations were decreasing be-
cause of wind blowing toward the sea, Feng said. As of 
Thursday noon, all toxic gas indicators were within normal 
range. However, the quality of air and water will continue to 
be closely monitored, Feng added.

Discharge into the sea was closed on Thursday morn-
ing and rainwater drainage pipes were also closed in the af-

Seoul, 14 Aug — South Korean President  
Park Geun- hye has decided to make a visit to China early 
next month, but not to attend the military parade in Bei-
jing on Sept. 3 to commemorate the 70th anniversary of 
victory in World War II, a Seoul daily reported on Friday.

The decision has been made in the belief it is not de-
sirable for the president of South Korea, an ally of the 
United States, to attend a large-scale military parade in 
China, which could be seen as a show of military force, 
the Dong-A Ilbo said, citing multiple diplomatic sources.

South Korea’s presidential office said earlier it was 
considering whether President Park would visit China.

China has invited world leaders to the military pa-
rade, which is set to be held in Tiananmen Square to high-
light the 70th anniversary of Japan’s defeat in World War 
II. It will be presided over by Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping.—Kyodo News

ternoon, said Wang Lianqing, a senior engineer with the 
Tianjin Association of Environmental Protection Industry.

All contaminated water has been contained within a 
sewage plant, said Wang, and the plant has adopted a bio-
chemical treatment system to process the polluted water. An 
expert team was working on-site to assess the best plan, he 
added.—Xinhua

Park to visit China, 
but will skip 
military parade

Air, water closely 
monitored after 
Tianjin blasts

Firefighters examine the explosion site in Tianjin, north 
China, Aug. 14, 2015. The enormous blasts, which occurred 
late Wednesday night, killed at least 50 people, including 
17 firefighters. A total of 701 were injured, of whom 70 are 
in critical condition.—Xinhua

Abe reiterates Japan has expressed  
remorse, apology in WWII statement

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe reads out his statement at a press conference in 
Tokyo on Aug. 14, 2015, to mark the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II. The 
statement mentioned Japan’s aggression and colonial rule in the past. —Kyodo News

Tokyo, 14 Aug —Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe on Friday reiterated Ja-
pan has expessed deep re-
morse and apology over its 
past wartime actions in a 
statement issued to mark the 
70th anniversary of the end 
of World War II.

“The most important 
message to be conveyed by 
the statement is that (Japan) 
will keep its pledge never to 
wage war again and contin-
ue to uphold the rule of 
law,” Abe said at a press 
conference, where he read 
out the statement and ex-
plained the rationale behind 
issuing it.

The closely watched 
statement said, “Japan has 
repeatedly expressed the 
feelings of deep remorse 
and heartfelt apology for its 
actions during the war.”

“In order to manifest 
such feelings through  
concrete actions, we have  

engraved in our hearts the 
histories of suffering of the 
people in Asia as our neigh-
bors,” it said. “Such posi-
tion articulated by the previ-
ous Cabinets will remain 
unshakable into the future.”

Abe’s statement upheld 
previous Japanese govern-
ment apologies, including 
the 1995 landmark state-
ment issued by Prime Min-
ister Tomiichi Murayama 
on the 50th anniversary of 
the end of the war. But Abe 
stopped short of offering an 
apology of his own in the 
new statement.

Asian neighbors that 
suffered under Japanese 
militarism kept close tabs 
on the statement as they 
were concerned Abe may 
water down past apologies 
over Japan’s wartime ac-
tions. China and South Ko-
rea, in particular, perceive 
that Japan has not suffi-
ciently atoned for its  

past atrocities.
Key phrases — “apolo-

gy,” “aggression,” “deep 
remorse,” and “colonial 
rule” — were included in 
the statement, which was 
approved at an extraordi-
nary Cabinet meeting.

Referring to “aggres-
sion,” the Abe statement 
also said the world “shall 
abandon colonial rule forev-
er” and “shall never again 
resort to any form of the 
threat or use of force as a 
means of settling interna-
tional disputes.”

“With deep repentance 
for the war, Japan made that 
pledge. Upon it, we have 
created a free and democrat-
ic country, abided by the 
rule of law, and consistently 
upheld that pledge never to 
wage a war again,” the 
statement said.

Regarding those who 
died in Japan and abroad, 
Abe said in the statement, “I 

express my feelings of pro-
found grief and my eternal, 
sincere condolences.”

The premier also said 
in the statement that the 
world should “never forget 
that there were women be-
hind the battlefields whose 
honor and dignity were se-
verely injured.”

Looking forward, he 
highlighted Japan’s postwar 
path as a peace-loving na-
tion. Abe’s statement re-
flected a report presented 
last week by an advisory 
panel, referring to Japan’s 
“aggression” in China be-
fore and during the war and 
its 1910-1945 “colonial 
rule” of Korea.

An English version of 
the statement was released 
at the same time. The Japa-
nese government is also 
considering releasing the 
Chinese and Korean transla-
tions of the statement later, 
Japanese government 
sources said.

In the 1995 statement, 
Murayama said Japan, “fol-
lowing a mistaken national 
policy, advanced along the 
road to war...and, through 
its colonial rule and aggres-
sion, caused tremendous 
damage and suffering to the 
people of many countries, 
particularly to those of 
Asian nations.”

The statement goes on 
to say, “In the hope that no 
such mistake be made in the 
future, I regard, in a spirit of 
humility, these irrefutable 
facts of history, and express 
here once again my feelings 
of deep remorse and state 
my heartfelt apology.”

Kyodo News

Indonesia’s Widodo 
takes swipe at egos 
blocking economic 
progress

Indonesian 
President 
Joko Widodo 
addresses 
members of 
parliament in 
Jakarta, 
Indonesia 
August 14, 
2015. 
Reuters

Jakarta, 14 Aug — In-
donesian President Joko 
Widodo called on bureau-
crats and politicians on Fri-
day to set aside their egos 
and work together to kick-
start economic reforms that 
have foundered amid slump-
ing growth since he took of-
fice last October.

In his first state-of-the-
nation address to parliament, 
he took a swipe at the bicker-
ing within government agen-
cies and political parties that 
has hamstrung an adminis-
tration whose failure to turn 
the economy around has dis-
appointed investors. “To 
overcome the issues this 
country is currently facing 
we have to work shoulder to 
shoulder. We should not be 
divided by political or short-
term interests,” he said in the 
speech, delivered ahead of 
the Southeast Asian nation’s 
70th anniversary of inde-
pendence from Dutch colo-
nial rule.

“The erosion of a cul-
ture of mutual respect  
and tolerance in official  
institutions such as law  

enforcement agencies, com-
munities, media and political 
parties, is causing this coun-
try to be caught in a web of 
egos.”

Indonesia’s economic 
growth slipped to 4.7 per-
cent, its slowest pace in six 
years, in the second quarter 
amid drooping domestic de-
mand and sliding prices for 
coal and commodities, key 
earners for the country.

The first Indonesian 
president to come from out-
side the military or political 
establishment, the former 
furniture businessman won 
last year’s election in large 
part because he was seen as 
someone who cared for is-
sues facing ordinary people. 
But Widodo’s ambitious 
plans to improve infrastruc-
ture have been tangled up in 
red tape, putting a further 
brake on the economy.

The rupiah has dropped 
by nearly 10 percent against 
the dollar this year to trade at 
17-year lows and is South-
east Asia’s worst performer 
after Malaysia’s ringgit.

Reuters
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Russian Deputy Prime Minister Yuri Trutnev (R front) 
arrives on the island called Etorofu in Japan and Iturup 
in Russia which is one of the Russian-controlled islands 
claimed by Japan, on Aug. 13, 2015.—Kyodo News

Vladivostok, (Rus-
sia), 14 Aug — Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Yuri Trutnev on Thursday 
visited one of the Rus-
sian-controlled islands 
off Hokkaido claimed by 
Japan and attended a Rus-
sian-government organ-
ized patriotic event there.

Trutnev, who doubles 
as the presidential envoy 
to the Far Eastern Federal 
District, is on his second 
visit to the remote island 
region as deputy prime 
minister. The region is 
known as the Northern 
Territories in Japan and 
as the Southern Kurils in 
Russia.

In Tokyo, the Japa-
nese government lodged 
a protest with the Russian 
Embassy over the visit to 
the island called Etorofu in 
Japan and Iturup in Russia, 
a senior Foreign Ministry 
official said.

The forum, aimed 
at promoting patriotism 
among youth, is being 
held in the disputed region 
for the first time. Attend-
ance of a senior Russian 
government official such 
as Trutnev is seen as a way 
to relay Russia’s effective 
control of the islands to the 
younger generations. His 
visit to the island could 
inflict a blow on bilateral 

work currently under way 
to realize Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s visit to Ja-
pan within this year. Tokyo 
hopes the Russian leader’s 
visit will help move forward 
talks over the long-standing 
territorial dispute.

Last September, Ser-
gei Ivanov, chief of staff of 
the Presidential Executive 
Office and a close aide to 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, visited the island, ac-
companied by Trutnev.

In July 2012, Russian 
Premier Dmitry Medvedev 
visited Kunashiri — anoth-
er of the disputed islands 
that also include Shikotan 
and the Habomai islet group 
— despite warnings from 
Japan.

Medvedev was earlier 
reported to be planning to 

visit Etorofu to attend the 
youth event. Local media 
on Sakhalin reported on 
Thursday he is expected 
to visit the island late next 
week.

The islands were 
seized by the Soviet Union 
after Japan’s surrender in 
World War II.

Japan is seeking rec-
ognition of its ownership 
of them, while taking the 
position it would be flex-
ible about how and when 
they are returned.

Russia has taken a 
position in line with the 
Soviet Union’s 1956 joint 
statement with Japan that 
it agrees to return Shikotan 
and the Habomai islets fol-
lowing the conclusion of a 
peace treaty.

Kyodo News

Russian deputy PM visits 
disputed island off Hokkaido

Soy beans are seen in a field waiting to be harvested in 
Minooka, Illinois, September 24, 2014.—Reuters

London, 14 Aug — 
Extreme weather such as 
intense storms, droughts 
and heatwaves will cause 
more frequent and severe 
food shortages as the glob-
al climate and food supply 
systems change, British and 
American experts warned 
on Friday. The pressure on 
the world’s food supplies is 
so great, and the increase in 
extreme weather events so 
rapid, they said, that food 
shortages on a scale likely 
to occur once a century un-
der past conditions, may in 
future hit as often as once 
every 30 years.

“The chance of hav-
ing a weather-related food 
shock is increasing, and the 
size of that shock is also in-
creasing,” said Tim Benton, 
a professor of population 
ecology at Leeds Univer-
sity who presented a report 
commissioned by the Brit-
ish government.

“And as these events 
become more frequent, the 
imperative for doing some-
thing about it becomes even 
greater.” The report, pre-
pared by the UK-US Task-
force on Extreme Weather 
and Global Food System 
Resilience, also warned that 
knee-jerk national respons-
es to production drops, 
such as the imposition of 
export or import bans on 
certain foods or crops, risk 
exacerbating a problem and  

Severe ‘food shocks’ more likely due 
to extreme weather, experts warn

U.S. and Cuban flags are seen at the entrance of the U.S. Embassy in Havana, August 13, 
2015.—Reuters

Havana, 14 Aug — 
U.S. Secretary of State 
John Kerry travels to Cuba 
on Friday to raise the U.S. 
flag at the recently restored 
American embassy in Ha-
vana, another symbolic step 
in the thawing of relations 
between the two Cold War-
era foes.

The ceremony, raising 
the flag over the building 
for the first time in 54 years, 
comes nearly four weeks 
after the United States and 
Cuba formally renewed 
diplomatic relations and 
upgraded their diplomatic 
missions to embassies.

While the Cubans cel-
ebrated with a flag-raising 
in Washington on July 20, 
the Americans waited until 
Kerry could travel to Ha-
vana.

Kerry, the first U.S. 
secretary of state to vis-
it Cuba in 70 years, will 

In another symbol of thawing ties, Kerry to raise 
U.S. flag at restored Havana embassy

be accompanied by aides, 
members of Congress and 
three U.S. Marines who last 
lowered the flag there in 
January 1961. Washington 
severed diplomatic ties with 
Havana as relations soured 
soon after the 1959 Cuban 
Revolution.

The seven-story sea-
front building in Havana 
and Cuba’s mansion in 
Washington were closed 
from 1961 until 1977, when 
they reopened as interests 
sections.

Seeking to end the long 
hostilities, Cuban Presi-
dent Raul Castro and U.S. 
President Barack Obama 
announced last December 
they would restore diplo-
matic ties, reopen embas-
sies and work to normalise 
relations.

Obama has also used 
executive power to relax 
some U.S. travel and trade 

restrictions, but the Repub-
lican-controlled Congress 
has resisted his call to end 
America’s wider economic 
embargo. 

The Obama adminis-
tration says Washington’s 
long policy of trying to 
force change in Commu-
nist-governed Cuba through 

isolation did not work. Ker-
ry told Univision television 
ahead of his trip he hoped to 
see a “transformation” be-
gin to take place.

“More people will 
travel. There will be more 
exchange. More families 
will be reconnected. And 
hopefully, the government 

of Cuba will itself make 
decisions that will begin to 
change things.”

Kerry will meet Cu-
ban dissidents at the U.S. 
embassy residence in Ha-
vana on Friday afternoon. 
Dissidents were not invited 
to the morning flag-raising 
in deference to the Cuban  

government, which sees 
dissidents as U.S.-spon-
sored mercenaries.

Restored diplomatic 
ties mean U.S. diplomats 
can travel more freely and 
increase staff. Cuba has also 
reduced the number of secu-
rity guards who keep on eye 
on Cubans going in and out.

The task of normaliz-
ing overall relations is more 
complicated.

Cuba wants the United 
States to end the embargo, 
return the U.S. naval base at 
Guantanamo Bay in eastern 
Cuba, and halt radio and tel-
evision signals beamed into 
Cuba.

The Americans will 
press Cuba on human rights, 
the return of fugitives grant-
ed asylum and the claims of 
Americans whose property 
was nationalized after Fidel 
Castro came to power.

Reuters

fuelling spikes in food pric-
es.

“If you put the worst 
case institutional responses 
together with a worst case 
production shock, that’s 
when it starts spiralling out 
of control,” said Rob Bailey, 
research director for energy, 
environment and resources 
at Britain’s Chatham House 
think tank, the Royal Insti-
tute of International Affairs.

The experts looked at 
production of the world’s 
most important commodity 
crops — maize, soybean, 
wheat and rice — and how 
droughts, floods and storms 
might impact it in future.

Since most of the glob-
al production of these four 
crops comes from a small 
number of countries such 
as China, the United States 
and India, extreme weather 
events in these regions will 
have the largest impact on 

global food supplies, they 
said. And while greater in-
terconnectedness reduces 
countries’ vulnerability to 
local production shocks, 
it may also perversely in-
crease vulnerability to large 
shocks in distant so-called 
“breadbasket” regions.

The report recom-
mended drawing up inter-
national contingency plans, 
developing better model-
ling methods to accurately 
predict the effects of falls 
in supply, and identifying 
international trading ‘pinch 
points’ to try and minimise 
them.

It also said agriculture 
should do more to adapt 
to a changing climate and 
become more resilient in 
the face of extreme weath-
er, while at the same time 
increasing productivity to 
meet an increasing global 
demand for food.— Reuters
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Pakistan President 
vows tensions-free
ties with India

Islamabad, 14 Aug — 
Pakistan President Mam-
noon Hussain used his 
speech on the Independence 
Day on Friday to reiterate his 
country’s quest for ten-
sions-free relations with 
neighboring India.

Hussain’s remarks 
come amidst tensions be-
tween the neighbors over the 
cross-border shelling in re-
cent days that caused casual-
ties on both sides.

Top national security 
advisers of Pakistan and In-
dia will meet in New Delhi 
later this month to discuss 
anti-terrorism cooperation 
including measures to check 
the escalation of tensions 
along the Line of Control in 
the disputed Kashmir region.

President Mamnoon 
Hussain said Pakistan de-
sires peaceful coexistence 
with India and all other 
neighboring countries but 
any “threat to its security 
will be thwarted.”

Addressing the Nation-
al Flag hoisting ceremony to 
mark the Independence Day 
celebrations in Islamabad, 
he however regretted what 
he called the “acts of aggres-
sion” on the eastern borders 
with India.

Pakistan and India had 

Maracaibo, 14 Aug — As 
dawn breaks over the scorching 
Venezuelan city of Maracaibo, 
smugglers, young mothers and a 
handful of kids stir outside a super-
market where they spent the night, 
hoping to be first in line for scarce 
rice, milk or whatever may be 
available.

Some of the people in line are 
half-asleep on flattened cardboard 
boxes, others are drinking coffee. 
Almost all are bemoaning their sit-
uation.

With shortages of basic goods 
and looting on the rise, more Ven-
ezuelans say they are resorting to 
nighttime waits in front of closed 
stores.

“I can’t get milk for my child. 
What are we going to do?” said 
Leida Silva, 54, breaking into tears 
outside the Latino supermarket in 
northern Maracaibo where she ar-
rived at 3 a.m. on a recent day.

The food shortages in Vene-
zuela, a major oil producer, stem 
from currency controls that restrict 
the availability of U.S. dollars for 
imports. Lower oil prices, a reces-
sion and rampant inflation have 
further darkened the economic 
outlook. 

The Information Ministry did 

People wait in a line to buy staple items outside a supermarket in Maracaibo 8 August, 2015.—Reuters

Shortages push some Venezuelans to queue overnight for food

not respond to requests for com-
ment.

There have been scores of 
looting attempts this year, fuelling 
fears of worsening scarcity. Sever-
al states banned nighttime queues 
earlier this year, at times citing 

problems with crime.
“I’m scared, of course, but it’s 

the only way we can eat,” said 
Ofenia Gonzalez, 46, spending the 
night outside a supermarket in the 
hopes of finding food for her nine 
children. 

Soldiers with riot shields, tear 
gas canisters and rifles patrol lines 
in Maracaibo, a major city in the 
northwest.

Scarcity is particularly acute 
here because smugglers — taking 
advantage of the leftist govern-

ment’s policy of fixing prices on 
some goods - buy products to sell 
for profit in nearby Colombia.

“We have to maintain control 
otherwise there would be chaos,” 
said Lieutenant Carlos Barrera, 21, 
pushing back crowds at one super-
market.

Smugglers known as “bach-
aqueros,” after a large leaf-cutter 
ant, are ubiquitous in nighttime 
queues. Working in groups, they 
swarm stores when goods arrive. 

Some of those waiting in line 
in Maracaibo readily identified 
themselves to Reuters as smug-
glers.

President Nicolas Maduro, 
saying smugglers are depriving the 
poor, has vowed another crack-
down. “What’s a bachaquero?” he 
said during a speech on Tuesday. 
“It’s a human being turned sav-
age.”

While there is resentment to-
wards resellers in queues, more 
than 60 percent of Venezuelans 
blame shortages on the govern-
ment, according to pollster Da-
tanalisis. 

“We want change. We need 
this government to collapse,” said 
Yanet Moran, 19, after five hours 
queuing in the dark.—Reuters

declared a ceasefire in 2003 
and guns had relatively silent 
on the LoC that divide the 
two countries in Kashmir; 
however, both sides occa-
sionally exchange fire. Both 
accuse each other of viola-
tion of the ceasefire.

“Pakistan is pursuing a 
bold and effective foreign 
policy as a result of which its 
image has improved in the 
comity of nations,” Presi-
dent Hussain told a large-
ly-attended gathering.

Earlier, the president, 
along with Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, hoisted the 
national flag. The flag hoist-
ing ceremony featured na-
tional songs and documenta-
ries on the progress made by 
the country in different sec-
tors.

The ceremony was also 
attended amongst others by 
the federal ministers, parlia-
mentarians, diplomats, mili-
tary leaders.

Talking about the ongo-
ing war on terror, the presi-
dent said Pakistan is in the 
midst of a war against terror-
ism, adding the terrorists and 
those working on the agenda 
of foreign enemies are trying 
to sabotage the peace in the 
country.

Xinhua

Latin American presidents, 
wearing a baseball cap, a 
track suit and a plaid shirt. 
It was not known where 
they went. Castro rarely 
travels outside his Havana 
home. 

“I wish Bolivia all the 
love and admiration of the 
world,” Castro said in a 
poor-quality audio carried 
by Bolivian state radio. 
“Our island has remem-
bered the children of the 
struggle, as you suffered.”

Castro no longer holds 
office in the government or 
Communist Party but holds 
sway in the public view 
with the honorific title His-
toric Leader and writes oc-
casional newspaper col-
umns. It is not known how 
much he discusses policy 
with his brother, who has 
embarked on a cautious 
programme of economic 
reforms while vowing to 
preserve the political sys-
tem.

After leading the Cu-
ban Revolution of 1959, 
Fidel Castro drew Cuba 
into alliance with the Sovi-
et Union, leading to dec-
ades of confrontation with 
the United States. Suffer-
ing from ill health, he 
stepped down provisional-
ly in 2006 and definitively 
in 2008.—Reuters

Havana, 14 Aug — 
Retired Cuban President 
Fidel Castro celebrated his 
89th birthday on Thursday 
with two of his country’s 
closest leftist allies from 
Latin America, a day ahead 
of a historic visit by the 
U.S. secretary of state.

Castro, who handed 
power to his brother Raul 
in 2008 because of failing 
health, met with Venezue-
lan President Nicolas Ma-
duro and Bolivian Presi-
dent Evo Morales, both 
staunch supporters of Ha-
vana’s Communist govern-
ment.

Castro’s birthday fell 
on the eve of U.S. Secre-
tary of State John Kerry’s 
trip to Havana. Kerry will 
preside over a ceremony to 
raise the U.S. flag at the re-
cently restored U.S. embas-
sy, the result of detente 
reached between Raul Cas-
tro and U.S. President Ba-
rack Obama last December. 
It will be the first visit by a 
U.S. secretary of state in 70 
years.

Castro earlier marked 
his birthday with a newspa-
per column in which he 
castigated the United States 
for disrupting the world 

economy in its favour by 
abandoning the gold stand-
ard and mentioned one of 
the differences still out-
standing between Havana 
and Washington despite the 
two countries’ rapproche-
ment.

Castro repeated Cu-
ba’s demand for repara-
tions worth “many millions 
of dollars” from the United 
States for past aggressions 
against Cuba such the U.S. 
economic embargo im-
posed in 1962.

In pictures seen by 
Reuters, Castro was seated 
in a van alongside the two 

Fidel Castro celebrates 89th birthday 
with leftist allies

Cuba’s former President Fidel Castro (R), Bolivia’s President Evo Morales and Venezuela’s 
President Nicolas Maduro sit together in a van in Havana, Cuba, 13 August, 2015, in this 
handout courtesy of the Agencia Boliviana de Informacion (ABI).—Reuters
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Islamic State attacks in and 
around Iraqi refinery town

Baghdad, 14 Aug — Islamic 
State militants attacked the out-
skirts of Iraq’s northern oil refin-
ery town of Baiji overnight with 
car bombs and clashed with the 
army and Shi’ite militias in the 
town’s western districts, the local 
mayor and security sources said 
on Friday.

The town of Baiji and its re-
finery — Iraq’s largest — have 
been a battlefront for more than 
a year. The hardline Islamists 
seized the town in June 2014 
as they swept through much of 
northern Iraq towards the capital 
Baghdad.

Control of Baiji neighbour-
hoods has changed hands many 

times during the conflict. Au-
thorities said last month they had 
recaptured most of the town, but 
the radical jihadist group attacked 
central neighbourhoods days lat-
er, forcing pro-government forc-
es to pull back.

At least three militia fight-
ers were killed on Friday when 
Islamic State launched car bomb 
attacks against a makeshift head-
quarters in al-Rayash, about 18 
km (5 miles) south of Baiji, a mi-
litia leader and a source in the Sa-
lahuddin Operations Command 
said.

Mortars in an adjacent area 
killed two civilians, according 
to the source in the operations 

command, the Iraqi military’s 
command centre for the province 
of Salahuddin, where Baiji is 
situated. Baiji Mayor Mahmoud 
al-Jabouri said Islamic State used 
12 car bombs and more than 200 
fighters in the offensive.

“The attack started at 2 a.m. 
(2300 GMT),” he said. “They 
came from the direction of Camp 
Speicher”, a former U.S. base 
outside the city of Tikrit.

Jabouri said “tens” of secu-
rity forces and militia fighters 
were killed or wounded in the 
violence, which also saw ongo-
ing clashes in Baiji’s western dis-
tricts of Sikak and Tamim.

Reuters

A view of Baiji oil refinery, north of Baghdad, December 8, 2014.—Reuters

Egyptian military plane 
crashes near Libyan 
border, four dead

Cairo, 14 Aug — An Egyp-
tian military aircraft crashed 
near the Libyan border while on 
a mission against Islamist mili-
tants on Thursday, killing four 
people and injuring another 
two, the military said.

A statement said the crash 
in the Mediterranean coastal 
town of Marsa Matrouh was due 
to a “technical fault”. It did not 
make clear whether all the dead 
and injured were aboard the air-
craft.

The Egyptian army and air 
force were conducting a joint 
operation against militants in 
the border area and destroyed 
four of their vehicles, a military 
spokesman said. 

Egypt is facing an increas-
ingly brazen insurgency based 
in the Sinai region that has killed 
hundreds of police and soldiers 
since the army ousted Islamist 

President Mohamed Mursi after 
mass protests against his rule in 
2013.

Security officials say mil-
itants operating from Libya to 
the west of Egypt have been try-
ing to forge ties with Islamists 
in the Sinai on the east side of 
the country.

Sinai Province, Egypt’s 
most active jihadist group, 
swore allegiance last year to 
Islamic State, the ultra-radical 
Sunni militant group that has 
seized expanses of Iraq and Syr-
ia, drawing U.S.-led air strikes.

Egyptian jets bombed Is-
lamic State targets in Libya in 
February, a day after the group 
there released a video showing 
the beheading of 21 Egyptian 
Christians, drawing Cairo di-
rectly into factional conflict 
across its border.

Reuters

Iran plans subsidies for 
eco-friendly cars, looks 
to Japanese makers

Tehran, 14 Aug — Irani-
an Vice President Masoumeh 
Ebtekar said Thursday the coun-
try plans to provide subsidies for 
hybrid cars and electric vehicles 
to make environmentally friendly 
cars widely available, and urged 
Japanese carmakers to look at 
building plants there.

In an interview with Kyo-
do News in the capital Tehran, 
Ebtekar, who doubles as head 
of Iran’s Environmental Depart-
ment, said eco-friendly cars have 
a “great future in Iran,” and ex-
pressed hope that Japanese auto-
makers will produce vehicles in 
Iran for export as well.

Iran can become an export 
hub for the whole region, Ebtekar 
said, noting its access to “open 
seas and land to export to regional 
countries such as Turkey or even 
Europe and Africa.”

Iran sees brighter economic 
prospects after it and six major 

countries reached a deal to lift 
economic sanctions in return for 
Iran curbing its nuclear program.

The sanctions imposed by the 
United States, Japan and Europe 
had “very detrimental effects on 
different aspects of Iran life,” and 
impeded the country’s access to 
new environmental technology, 
Ebtekar said.

“After the sanctions, we have 
to look for green technologies to 
manage air pollution, water pollu-
tion, waste management” and oth-
er environmental pollutants, she 
said. “We are looking forward to 
a lot of investment in green tech-
nologies.”

To encourage sales of en-
vironmentally friendly cars, she 
indicated Iran may introduce 
subsidies for purchases of hybrid 
cars and create areas in major city 
centers where only eco-cars are 
allowed.

Kyodo News

U.S. believes Islamic State likely used mustard 
agent in Iraq attack

Washington, 14 Aug — The 
United States believes Islamic 
State militants likely used mustard 
agent in an attack on Kurdish forc-
es in Iraq earlier this week, the first 
indication the militant group has 
obtained a banned chemical weap-
on, the Wall Street Journal reported 
on Thursday.

“We have credible informa-
tion that the agent used in the attack 
was mustard,” a senior U.S. offi-
cial told the Journal. Islamic State 
could have obtained the mustard 
agent in Syria, whose government 
admitted to having large quanti-
ties of the blistering agent in 2013, 
when it agreed to give up its chem-

Kurdish security forces gather at the site of a bomb attack in Erbil, the 
capital of Iraq’s Kurdistan region, April 17, 2015.—Reuters

ical weapons arsenal, the newspa-
per reported.

“That makes the most sense,” 
the Journal quoted a senior U.S. of-
ficial as saying about the possibil-
ity that Islamic State obtained the 
mustard agent in Syria.

Islamic State could also have 
obtained the mustard agent in Iraq, 
the Journal reported.

The newspaper did not specify 
where or when the attack occurred, 
or whether it caused casualties.

The White House’s National 
Security Council said it was aware 
of the reports and was seeking 
more information.

“We continue to take these and 
all allegations of chemical weapons 
use very seriously,” spokesman Ali 
Baskey said in a statement. U.S. 
intelligence agencies have said in 
the past they believed Islamic State 
has used chlorine gas in attacks in 
Iraq, the Journal reported. Chlorine 
is not a banned chemical agent.

Reuters

Iranian Vice 
President 
Masoumeh 
Ebtekar
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Mentoring, engagement 
crucial to reduce dropouts

We appreciate your feedback and contribu-
tions. If you have any comments or would like to 
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email  
wallace.tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to 
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500 
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

Write for us

Myanmar still finds itself lagging far behind 
many of its Asian neighbours in terms of 
education, let alone use of modern tech-

nology.
Researchers have pointed out some major fac-

tors linked to young students dropping out of 
school. These included lower incomes, unemploy-
ment, poor school performance, persistent lower 

grades and disengagement from school. According to 
the researchers, students born to families with mea-
gre incomes were more likely to drop out of school 
than students from well-to-do families.

It is widely accepted that higher dropout rates 
and higher crime rates go hand in hand. This high-
lights the importance of preventing early dropouts 
and the need to identify what causes students to leave 
school early and understand the characteristics and 
lives of students at risk of leaving school. Undeniably, 
it is hard to pinpoint the underlying factors relevant 
to young dropouts.

Typical complaints from dropouts are found to 
be connected primarily with school disengagement 
stemming from uninteresting classes and their family 
backgrounds. Most students who drop out of school 
do so in order to support their families. Some educa-
tionists have suggested school curricula and pedago-
gy need to reflect students’ interests and arouse their 

curiosity, and that engaging and motivating class-
room activities will probably reduce dropout rates.

It is therefore imperative to inform parents 
about the importance of education in modern soci-
ety and encourage them to get actively involved in 
their children’s schooling. All in all, close mentor-
ing of students at risk of leaving school, as well as 
monitoring of their out-of-school problems, will be 
able to reduce their chances of dropping out.

Though it is still in the 
first half of the Mon-
soon season and 

there is still a long period 
before the Monsoon retreats 
from Myanmar, the country 
has already been hit by a 
devastating flood. The scale 
of damage due to flooding 
and landslides was unprece-
dented. Twelve out of the 
fourteen states and regions 
are inundated. Over a mil-
lion people are affected. 
The scale of the damage to 
properties, loss of lives and 
loss of farm animals and 
business in various sectors, 
especially in the agricultural 
sector can be immense. The 
costs of the losses could be 
very high too. The conse-
quences of these effects 
would definitely affect the 
economy. However, as I 
have no access to actual and 
comprehensive data and 
statics, I will not be discuss-
ing that.

So, what trigged this 
unprecedented flooding and 
landslides? Heavy rainfalls 
and the cyclone Komen that 
ravaged Bangladesh should 
be blamed for causing the 
floods. For that matter, the 
global warming and climate 
change should take the 
blame too, as they are the 
ones that contribute to the 
heavy rainfalls. However, in 
my opinion they are not the 
main culprits for the extent 
of damages and losses in-
flicted. My reasoning is 
that, it is true we saw heavy 
rainfalls during the past two 
or three weeks, but it is not a 
record-setting one in our 
country’s history. We had 
seen rainfalls that were, if 
not heavier, no less than the 
present downpours. As for 
the cyclone, the Rakhine 
area had been hit with 

stronger ones in the past.
Then who or what fac-

tors are to be blamed? It is 
quite clear that the deforest-
ations due to over extrac-
tions of timber, legally or 
illegally by unscrupulous 
persons, are the main cul-
prits. I’m not accusing thus 
without proof or precedenc-
es. Some may argue that my 
statements are far fetched or 
irrelevant. I can prove them 
wrong. It is common knowl-
edge that trees and bushes, 
even grass can hold and re-
tain water and also the soil 
on mountains, hills and 
slopes. Without them the 
rain water would run down 
freely dragging away the 
top soils on the slopes and 
with heavy rains the mud 
layers beneath become 
melted and resulted in mud-
slides or landslide in hilly 
areas. Furthermore the earth 
and stands brought down 
from higher grounds are de-
posited into the rivers, 
streams and creeks as sedi-
ments, making their basing 
shallow. In other words the 
level of their beds is raised. 
Even if the rivers are dis-
charging their normal vol-
ume of water, the river dis-
charge will occupy a higher 
and larger area due to the 
sedimentations. However, 
when there is more river 
discharge due to the rainwa-
ter coming down the slopes 
supplement the normal vol-
ume, at the stretches of the 
river where there are heavy 
sedimentations, the river 
would overflow into the low 
lying areas, causing the 
flood plains to become more 
larger and higher.

Our major rivers are 
getting shallower in the dry 
seasons, due to the silting 
due to sedimentation. Even 

What Triggered the Unprecedented Flood
Khin Maung Myint, MPT (Retired) the mighty Ayeyawady is 

not spared. People welling 
close to the rivers would tell 
you that it is a real fact. If no 
action is taken to halt the 
silting in time, we are bound 
to lose the valuable water-
ways in the dry seasons. 
However, if the rivers are 
dredged regularly to clear 
silts and make the rivers 
deeper to be able to allow 
more river discharge to flow 
more freely. This will check 
the river level from rising 
out of control and in turn 
prevent the flood.

To further strengthen 
my arguments, I would like 
to cite the consequences of 
the deforestations that Thai-
land had to suffer. Thailand 
has to face with severe 
flooding and mudslides 
every year, since over twen-
ty years ago. The experts 
pointed out that they were 
the consequences of de-
forestations. Thus the suc-
cessive governments strict-
ly imposed the anti-logging 
law an enforced it diligent-
ly. Reforestation campaigns 
were carried out by the su-
pervision and advice of the 
King himself. I had been to 
Thailand every year since 
my retirement in 1996 and 
used to stay there for two to 
three months at a time. Dur-
ing my stays, I had travelled 
to the remotest places in the 
North East region. In the 
earlier years, there were 
many bare hills without any 
large trees. After about five 
years later, those hills are 
crowned with lush green 
forest, and learned that they 
are the results of the Royal 
sustainable Project to re-for-
est the depleted areas. To-
day, wherever you traveled 
in Thailand you’ll see lush 
green tropical rain forest 
flourishing. Even with such 
drastic measures one may 

ask whether Thailand is free 
from the floods. The answer 
is no. Although these strin-
gent measurers reduced the 
effects of the floods some-
what, some regions, espe-
cially in the South had to 
still face those disasters. 
However, on the whole they 
are making some progress, 
but slow, to ease the flood-
woes. It would naturally 
seem to take long to regain 
the former conditions. 
However, if you take into 
account how long the forest 
had been exploited without 
any consideration for the 
destruction of the ecosys-
tem, the rehabilitation peri-
od is nothing. As a layman, 
I guessed it would take no 
less than the time taken to 
gradually destroy the eco-
system, or even more. It is 
undeniable that deforesta-

tions are that root causes of 
extensive flooding and 
mudslides.

This disaster is a wake-
up call for the authorities as 
well as the general popula-
tion to be prepared for more 
such freak situations to en-
counter. In my opinion, we 
should be expecting some 
more to come even before 
the Monsoon is out. I am 
not saying this from my 
hunch or based on any me-
teorologists’ and hydrolo-
gists’ predictions, but based 
on my personal experiences 
with the river systems of 
Myanmar. I had piled up 
and down the Ayeyawady 
River many times in ships. 
The nature of my job re-
quired me to study and learn 
the nature of the rivers 
wherever I went. According 
to my observations, I came 
to know that the Ayeyawady 
and other main rivers of our 
country, rises three times a 

year. The first rise being in 
July with the last is near the 
end of September or the be-
ginning of October, with the 
second in between the two. 
My observations were made 
at Bhamo for two consecu-
tive years, while I was sta-
tioned there with a ship dur-
ing the Monsoon from 
mid-July to mid-October. 

More floods are to be 
expected as this recent flood 
coincided with the first ris-
ing of the rivers, there are 
still another two risings for 
this year. We should be alert 
and prepared so as not to be 
caught by surprise next time 
around. Short and long term 
plans should also be imple-
mented to ward off the dis-
asters and at the same time, 
proper and efficient rescue 
and relief plans should be in 
place to be able to respond 
rapidly to such emergencies 
in the future. 

*****

Yangon, 14 Aug—
Ambassador of Japan to 
Myanmar Mr Tateshi Hi-
guchi and the chairman of 
the committee from the re-
gion concerned, signed the 
grant contract of 
US$188,794 for the project 
for construction of  
Innwin basic education pri-
mary school in Hinthada 

Japanese government grants funds for new 
school building in Ayeyawady Region

Township in Ayeyawady 
Region.

Under Japan’s grant 
assistance for grass-roots 
human security projects 
(GGP) scheme, the Japa-
nese government will sup-
port construction of a 
two-storey R.C.C building 
with full furniture, walk-
way and lavatories, expect-

ing the project will benefit 
nearly 300 students of the 
school.

The school needs more 
classrooms as it is going to 
be upgraded to a post-pri-
mary school this year. Cur-
rently, students have to 
study in very congested 
rooms without ceilings.

GNLM

Japanese 
Ambassa-
dor  to 
Myanmar 
Mr Tateshi 
Higuchi and 
officials 
seen with 
notes after 
signing 
ceremony.
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Mohnyin, 14 Aug—
Work is under way to restore 
train services on the Man-
dalay-Myitkyina railroad 
which have been suspended 
since 17 July due to damage 
caused by torrential rains 
and flooding.

Bridge No 281 on Zaw 
Creek between Kawlin and 
Kanbalu sustained the worst 
damage. Officials and work-
ers of Myanma Railways 

New libraries aim to improve literacy in rural areas
Nay Pyi Taw, 14 Aug—

Three new village libraries 
officially opened Wednesday 
in Zeyathiri Township, Nay 
Pyi Taw Council Area.

Township Administrator 
U Myat Thein Tun and Dep-
uty Director Daw Thin Thin 
Zin of the Information and 
Public Relations Department 
gave speeches at the opening 
ceremony for the libraries in 
Ale, Shan and Hteinbin vil-
lages.

Each library was built 
at a cost of K10.7 million 
allotted by the Nay Pyi Taw 
Council.

Shwe Ye Yint

Myanaung

Mohnyin

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 
Aug—Houses in Pyinmana 
Township’s Laphettaung 
village, home to Kayin eth-
nic people, received solar 
panels at a recent ceremo-
ny.

Nay Pyi Taw council 
member and officials pre-
sented 48 solar panels to 
village officials.

Village homes receive 
solar panels

Officials of the Rural 
Development Department 
and Pro-Engineering Co 
Ltd gave a briefing on us-
age of the panels.

After the ceremony, 
electricians from the com-
pany installed the 80-W 
solar panels and related 
equipment at all houses in 
the village.—Shwe Kokko

aid Friday to flood victims 
in Myanaung, Ayeyawady 
Region.

Deputy Managing Di-
rector U Tin Maung Toe of 
Htoo Company presented 
aid for the flood victims to 
Township Administrator U 
Min Min Tun and officials.

The foundation donated 
five power-tillers, 500 bags 
of rice, 500 baskets of pad-
dy seeds, clothes and tents to 
the victims. On 11 August, 
Patron of the foundation 
U Tay Za held discussions 
on assistance for the flood 
victims with township au-
thorities in Myanaung and 
Kyangin townships.

Win Bo  (Myanaung 
Township IPRD)

Htoo Foundation delivers rehabilitation 
aid to Myanaung Tsp

Myanaung, 14 Aug—
The Htoo Foundation, a 

domestic NGO dedicated 
to education, healthcare and 

cultural preservation, donat-
ed cash and rehabilitation 

Restoration of Mandalay-Myitkyina 
train service under way

Yangon, 14 Aug— 
Myanma Railways recently 
completed construction of 
the new Insein overpass at 
a cost of K6.178 billion.

New Insein overpass set to open 17 August
The overpass will be 

opened at an inauguration 
ceremony on 17 August.

Load testing of the 
bridge was conducted on 

12 August. 
Senior Engineer U 

Myo Zaw Htoo of Myan-
ma Railways said, “We did 
load testing with 100 tons 

of load, comprising two 
transporters and two exca-
vators.”

Upon completion, the 
overpass will help ease 

traffic conges-
tion at Insein 
Park junction.

The over-
pass will be 
the 25th facility 
of its kind in 
Yangon Re-
gion, according 
to officials of 
Myanma Rail-
ways.

An exist-
ing overpass 
built in 1989 
will carry vehi-
cles from Yan-
gon to Insein 
and the new 
one will con-
vey traffic in 
the opposite di-
rection.—Soe 
Win (MLA)

have faced difficulties re-
pairing the bridge, as flood 
waters did not recede until 
12 August. “Officials ar-
range reconstruction of the 
bridge with the use of heavy 
machinery when flash flood-
ing recedes,” a Myanma 
Railways official said.  Five 
trains per day were running 
along the 340-mile route be-
fore the suspension.

GNLM-001
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Shanghai, 14 Aug — 
China’s yuan firmed at 
open on Friday, after the 
central bank said on Thurs-
day there was no reason for 
the yuan to fall further giv-
en the country’s strong 
economic fundamentals.

The People’s Bank of 
China set the midpoint rate 
at 6.3975 per dollar prior to 
market open, firmer than 
the previous day close 
6.399. 

The spot market 

opened at 6.3990 per dollar 
and was changing hands at 
6.3980 in the morning, -10 
pips away from the previ-
ous close and 0.01 percent 
away from the midpoint. 
The spot rate is currently 
allowed to trade with a 
range 2 percent above or 
below the official fixing on 
any given day.

The offshore yuan was 
trading -0.82 percent away 
from the onshore spot at 
6.451 per dollar.—Reuters

Yuan opens firmer, spot market hugs guidance rate

A customer holds a 100 Yuan note at a market in Beijing, 
August 12, 2015.—Reuters

A videographer films an electronic board showing the Japan’s Nikkei average and related indexes is seen next to a com-
puter showing the market indexes at the Tokyo Stock Exchange (TSE) in Tokyo, Japan, July 9, 2015.—Reuters

Asia shares on track for weekly losses; crude oil slumps

Rio de Janeiro, 14 
Aug — Brazil announced 
on Thursday that the vacci-
nation against dengue de-
veloped by the country will 
be available by 2018 when 
all the tests are finished.

“We are currently 
hoping for a safe vaccine 
against dengue to be devel-
oped fully ... At best we 
will have the vaccine in 
2018,” said Brazil’s Health 
Minister Artur Chioro in 
an interview.

The biomedical re-
search centers, the Butan-
tan Institute in Sao Paulo 
and the Fiocruz in Rio de 
Janeiro, are currently car-
rying out the tests.

The Butantan Institute 
last week received approv-
al from the National Tech-
nical Commission for Bi-
osecurity (CTNBio) to 
begin the vaccination’s 
third phase of clinical stud-
ies.

This phase will be car-

ried out in cooperation 
with U.S. biomedical re-
search facility, the Nation-
al Institutes of Health 
(NIH).

The third phase is the 
final one before the prod-
uct is evaluated by regula-
tory agencies.

The Dengue fever is a 
mosquito-borne viral in-
fection. The global inci-
dents of dengue have 
grown dramatically in re-
cent decades and about 

half of the world’s popula-
tion is now at risk, accord-
ing to the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

Severe dengue is a 
leading cause of serious 
illness and death among 
children in some Asian and 
Latin American countries.

One recent estimate 
indicates 390 million den-
gue infections per year, of 
which 96 million are re-
ported clinically, the WHO 
said.—Xinhua

Brazil to release its own dengue vaccine by 2018

Ottawa, 14 Aug — 
Canada has been investi-
gating a total of 67 cases 
of Vibrio parahaemolyti-
cus infections, according 
to the Public Health Agen-
cy of Canada Thursday.

The agency said that 
48 cases and 19 cases have 
been confirmed separately 
in British Columbia prov-
ince and Alberta province. 
Individuals became sick 
between June 1 and Aug. 
7, 2015 and all reported 
consumption of raw shell-
fish, primarily oysters.

The agency is collab-
orating with provincial 
public health partners, the 
Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency, the Department 
of Fisheries and Oceans 
and Health Canada to in-
vestigate and determine 
the source and distribution 
of the sea food products.

Vibrio is a natural-
ly-occurring bacterium 

that can be present at high 
levels in coastal waters 
during periods of in-
creased water tempera-
tures. Most people come 
in contact with Vibrio by 
eating raw or undercooked 
shellfish, especially oys-
ters.

People infected with 
vibrio can experience a 
wide range of symptoms. 
Some do not get sick at 
all, while others feel as 
though they have a bad 
case of stomach flu. Few 
people get seriously ill.

The risk to vibrio pa-
rahaemolyticus infection 
can be avoided if shellfish 
are cooked before being 
eaten. People with weak-
ened immune systems, 
young children, pregnant 
women and older adults 
are at increased risk for 
developing complications 
if they get sick.

Xinhua

Canada finds 67 cases of 
vibrio parahaemolyticus 
infection

Singapore / Tokyo, 14 
Aug — Asian shares mostly 
fell on Friday, and were on 
track for a steep weekly 
losses in the wake of Chi-
na’s surprise currency de-
valuation on Tuesday.

Crude oil futures 
plunged to 6-1/2-year lows 
after data revealed a big rise 
in U.S. stockpiles.

Financial spreadbetters 
expected Britain’s FTSE 
100 to open flat to 1 point 
lower, Germany’s DAX to 
open 7 to 14 points lower, or 
down 0.1 percent, and 
France’s CAC 40 to open 
down 5 to 7 points, or 0.1 
percent lower. 

European shares are 
expected to have their big-
gest weekly loss in six 
weeks. 

MSCI’s broadest index 
of Asia-Pacific shares out-
side Japan reversed earlier 
gains to slip 0.2 percent, 
which left the index down 
2.8 percent for the week.

Japan’s Nikkei stock 
index ended down 0.4 per-
cent, and was off about 1 
percent for the week.

“This week’s news 
from China has done some 
significant damage to over-
all sentiment in general, as 
the gains of the last two 
weeks have slowly dis-
solved,” Michael Hewson, 
chief market analyst at 
CMC Markets in London, 
wrote in a note. 

“The market’s main 

preoccupation now is how 
much lower can the yuan 
potentially go in the coming 
weeks, and what effect will 
it have on price inflation in 
the coming months?” 

The People’s Bank of 
China (PBOC) on Friday set 
its midpoint yuan rate at 
6.3975 per dollar prior to 
the market’s open, firmer 
than the previous day’s fix 
of 6.401. 

The spot market 
opened at 6.3990 per dollar 
and was changing hands at 
6.4001 after suspected in-
tervention by the central 
bank to get the volatile mar-
ket to settle into a range and 
to curb expectations that the 
currency will fall into a de-
preciation cycle.

The PBOC reassured 
investors on Thursday, say-
ing there was no reason for 
the yuan to fall further given 
the country’s strong eco-
nomic fundamentals.

The dollar was trading 
at 124.40 against its Japa-
nese counterpart, up slightly 
from late U.S. levels and ex-
tending its recovery from 
this week’s low of 124.21 
yen. For the week, it was up 
0.2 percent. The euro was 
little changed at $1.1151, 
having gained 1.7 percent 
this week.

This week, the dollar 
came under pressure as the 
market instability caused by 
China’s devaluation curbed 
expectations that the U.S. 

Federal Reserve’s 
long-awaited interest rate 
increase would come as ear-
ly as next month.

But strong U.S. retail 
sales data on Thursday pro-
vided evidence in support of 
views that the Fed is on 
track to hike. U.S. retail 
sales rose in July and were 
revised up for June, while 
the trend of weekly jobless 

claims pointed to a tighten-
ing job market.

“Every new data point 
continues to solidify the 
likelihood of a September 
rate hike,” Angus Nichol-
son, market analyst at IG in 
Melbourne, wrote in a note. 
With good U.S. industrial 
production and producer 
price numbers tonight, 
“trading on Monday will 

largely be driven by the 
prospect of further strength-
ening in the U.S. dollar.”

In commodities trad-
ing, crude oil futures re-
mained close to the lowest 
levels since early 2009, 
when the financial crisis 
was wreaking havoc on 
markets.

U.S. crude tumbled 
more than 3 percent to a 

6-1/2-year low as a big rise 
in U.S. stockpiles intensi-
fied worries over a growing 
global glut.

U.S. crude oil was trad-
ing down 0.4 percent at 
$42.05 a barrel at 0600 
GMT, while Brent was 
steady at $49.24, still some 
way off from their 2015-
low of $45.19.

Reuters
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Samsung Electronics unveils high-end phones in search of sales boost
New York/Seoul,  14  Aug 

— Samsung Electronics Co Ltd 
(005930.KS) unveiled a new Gal-
axy Note phablet and a larger ver-
sion of its curved-screen S6 edge 
smartphone on Thursday, marking 
a fresh bid by the South Korean 
company to revive momentum in 
its handset business.

Samsung is the world’s top 
smartphone maker but its market 
share fell in the second quarter 
when the company released its 
critically acclaimed S6 models, 
squeezed by Apple Inc’s 
(AAPL.O) upscale iPhones and 
cheaper offerings from Chinese 
rivals such as Huawei Technolo-
gies Co Ltd [HWT.UL].

The manufacturer responded 
with S6 price cuts and moving up 
the Note unveiling from its usual 
early September spot, ahead of the 
latest iPhone launch expected in 
September.

Customers 
enter the 
Apple store 
on 5th 
Avenue 
beneath an 
Apple logo 
in the 
Manhattan 
borough of 
New York 
City, July 
21, 2015.
Reuters

A man writes on a Samsung Galaxy Note 5 at the product’s launch 
event in New York August 13, 2015. —Reuters

Apple to delay live TV service to next year

New York, 14 Aug —  
Apple Inc will delay its 
live TV service to at least 
next year, Bloomberg  
reported, citing people  

Audi to develop 
batteries for electric 
SUVs with Samsung 
SDI, LG Chem

Paolo Ferri (R) 
Head of Rosetta 
Mission Opera-
tions, seen on a 
video projection 
behind a model 
of the Philae 
lander, reacts 
after the 
successful 
landing of the 
lander on comet 
67P/ Churyu-
mov-Gerasimen-
ko, at the 
European Space 
Agency’s (ESA) 
headquarters in 
Darmstadt. 
Reuters

Comet lander still silent, scientists shift focus to drilling

Berlin/Frankfurt, 14 Aug 
— European scientists have re-
vised their plans for the comet 
lander Philae and are now focus-
ing on getting images and drill 
samples if communications are 
restored.

After coming to rest in the 
shadows when it landed on a 
comet in November, Philae woke 
up in June, delighting scientists 
from the European Space Agen-
cy, who came up with plans for 
several experiments they wanted 

to run before working up to the 
most risky one — drilling into the 
surface.

But with the 100kg wash-
ing-machine size lander having 
been silent for over a month now, 
those plans have been revised. 

“The problem is not power, 
but communications,” Aurelie 
Moussi from space agency CNES 
said in a webcast on Thursday. 
“We have to find something to do 
in a shorter duration.” 

She said the priorities were 
now to get pictures from the sur-
face and also to drill into the sur-
face, which Philae was not able to 
do when it first landed in Novem-
ber.  Scientists hope that samples 
from the surface of the comet 
67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko 
will help show how planets and 
life are created as the rock and ice 
that make up comets preserve or-
ganic molecules like a time cap-
sule.

The Rosetta spacecraft, 
which is orbiting the comet and 
through which communications 
with Philae are relayed to Earth, 
has spent two weeks at a different 
part of the comet. But since Aug. 
11, it has been back in an area 
where it should be able to com-
municate with Philae.

No contact has been estab-
lished though and the data from 
the last communications shows 
one of the lander’s transmitters is 
broken. Its two receivers are also 
not working as they should, Bar-
bara Cozzoni, Philae operations 
engineer said.

The comet on Thursday 
passed the closest point to the sun 
on its orbit, about 185 million 
kilometers from the sun.

The comet’s activity levels 
have been increasing as it ap-
proaches the sun and it’s now 
shedding up to 1,000 kg of dust 
and enough water to fill two bath-
tubs every second. 

When Rosetta first ap-
proached the comet last year, the 
comet was giving off only about 
two small glasses of water per 
second.

Scientists have also observed 
powerful gas jets, though Cozzo-
ni said it was unlikely that Philae 
could be pushed off into space by 
a jet.—Reuters

The event announcing the 
new gadgets was attended by 
more than 1,000 people, almost 
filling the Alice Tully Hall at the 
Lincoln Center in New York.

Samsung has made several 
hardware changes for the new de-
vices, including a faster processor 
for the Galaxy Note 5 and increas-
ing the screen size of the S6 edge+ 
to 5.7 inches from 5.1 inches on 
the S6 edge.

Samsung has high hopes for 
the Note. “Each new version has 
been more popular than the last,” 
said Justin Denison, vice president 
of product strategy and marketing 
for Samsung Electronics America.

Both are powered by Sam-
sung’s Exynos chips, the company 
said.

The phones will go on sale on 
Aug. 21 in the United States and 
Canada. They will be available on 
the four major carriers: AT&T, 

Verizon, T-Mobile and Sprint.
One expert said he was not 

sure how well the phones would 
help Samsung’s efforts in the 
competitive smartphone market.

The phones were not differ-
ent enough, said Jonathan Roubi-
ni, editor-in-chief of Lab Reviews, 
“So that’s why it’s very hard for 
them to gain that market share 
from Apple.” Roubini said that 
they may frustrate Android users. 
“The phone looks very cool, but 
you cannot change the battery, and 
you cannot add memory to it.”

Samsung shares closed at 
1,140,000 won on Thursday, 
down 1.21 percent.

Samsung also said its mobile 
payment service Samsung Pay 
will launch on Aug. 20 in South 
Korea and Sept. 28 in the United 
States.

Samsung Pay lets users make 
payments by having phones send 

signals to existing magnetic stripe 
card readers, offering greater store 
coverage than Apple’s Apple Pay 
service which requires retailers to 
install compatible equipment.

Seoul, 14 Aug — Ger-
man carmaker Audi said it 
will develop batteries for 
electrically powered sport 
utility vehicles (SUVs) that 
can run more than 500 kilo-
meters per charge, in part-
nerships with South Ko-
rea’s LG Chem Ltd and 
Samsung SDI Co Ltd. The 
South Korean companies 
will supply the batteries 
from plants in Europe, Audi 

programming are progress-
ing slowly, and lack of 
content has led Apple to 
scrap plans to announce 
the service at a Sept. 9 
event, Bloomberg said.

Apple also lacked the 
computer network capacity 
to ensure a good viewing 
experience, Bloomberg 
said. The company still 
plans to introduce a more 
powerful version of its  
Apple TV set-top box at 
the event, which will be 
held in San Francisco.

Apple was aiming to 
price the new service at 
about $30 to $40 a month, 
media reports have said.

Reuters

familiar with the iPhone 
maker’s plans.

The company had 
planned to introduce the 
service, which is delivered 

over the Internet, this year.
Discussions with 

broadcasters such as CBS 
Corp and Twenty-First 
Century Fox Inc to license 

said in a statement on 
Thursday. Audi, Samsung 
SDI and LG Chem declined 
to give financial terms of 
the respective partnerships.

LG Chem’s automo-
tive customers include 
General Motors, Renault 
SA, and Daimler AG, while 
Samsung SDI supplies 
electric vehicle batteries to 
BMW and Volkswagen.

Reuters

The payments service will 
expand to the United Kingdom, 
Spain and China, the company 
said, without giving dates.

Reuters
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE 
MV ELEANOR D VOY NO (0113)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV ELEANOR D 

VOY NO (0113) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 16.8.2015 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of m.I.T.T where it will lie at the consign-
ee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and con-
ditions of the Port of Yangon. 

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to 
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now de-
clared as the third day after final discharge of cargo from 
the Vessel. 

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day. 

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S CHUN AN CHARTERING CO 
LTD.

Phone No: 2301186

Weather 
report

BAY INFERENCE: 
Monsoon is weak to 
moderate in the An-
daman Sea and Bay of 
Bengal.
FORECAST VALID 
UNTIL EVENING 
OF THE 15th August, 
2015: Rain or thunder-
showers will be scat-
tered in Lower Sagaing 
and Mandalay Regions, 
fairly widespread in 
Magway Region, Shan 
and Kayah States and 
widespread in the re-
maining Regions and 
States with isolated 
heavy falls in Upper 
Sagaing, Yangon and 
Ayeyawady Regions, 
Kachin, Rakhine and 
Mon States. Degree of 
certainty is (100%).
STATE OF THE 
SEA: Sea will be mod-
erate in Myanmar wa-
ters.
OUTLOOK FOR 
SUBSEQUENT TWO 
DAYS: Continuation 
of increase of rain in 
the Upper Sagaing Re-
gion and Kachin State.
FORECAST FOR 
NAY PYI TAW AND 
NEIGHBOURING 
AREA FOR 15th Au-
gust, 2015: Isolated 
rain or thundershow-
ers. Degree of certainty 
is (100%).

Advertise with us!

(+95) (01) 8604532

More information on the terms of reference for the 
above positions can be accessed via www.asean.
org/opportunities/vacancies.

If interested, please send your application to 
asean.hr@asean.org highlighting your suitability 
and potential contribution to the position together with 
a detailed CV, including a recent passport-sized 
photograph, certified true copies of educational 
certificates obtained and completed Employment 
Application Form which can be downloaded at 
www.asean.org.

Incomplete applications will not be considered.

1. DIRECTOR CROSS-SECTORAL 
COOPERATION

2. ASSISTANT DIRECTOR TRADE & 
FACILITATION

3. SENIOR OFFICER HEALTH & 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASES

THE ASEAN SECRETARIAT 
INVITES ASEAN NATIONALS 

TO APPLY FOR THE POSITIONS OF:

Mexico City, 14 Aug — A journalist was among six 
people killed by armed men in a bar in the Mexican state of 
Veracruz, the state attorney general’s office said on Thurs-
day, days after the murder of another journalist based in the 
state sparked widespread outrage.

Five gunmen stormed the bar early on Thursday morn-
ing in the eastern city of Orizaba, the attorney general’s of-
fice said. It said it had identified among the dead the bodies 
of journalist Juan Heriberto Santos and Jose Marquez, a sus-
pected drug boss.

Two other journalists from a local newspaper who were 
in the bar at the time are in police custody, authorities said.

On July 31, Veracruz-based photo journalist Ruben Es-
pinosa and four women were found dead in a Mexico City 
flat, prompting international outcry over the treacherous con-
ditions for members of the media working in the state on the 
Gulf of Mexico.

At least 18 Veracruz journalists have been killed since 
2000, according to advocacy group Article 19.—Reuters

Journalist, five others killed 
in Mexico state of Veracruz

Enthusiasts 
from 106 
countries 
and regions 
practise 
bhakti yoga 
to create 
the “Most 
Nationalities 
in a Yoga 
Lesson” 
Guinness 
World 
Record in 
Kolkata, capi-
tal of eastern 
Indian state 
West Bengal, 
13 Aug, 2015. 
Xinhua

Man still dreams of saving mother 
after A-bomb blast in Hiroshima
Tokyo, 14 Aug — As 

a young boy, Mikiso Iwa-
sa was greatly influenced 
by Japanese militarism, 
dreaming of dying proud-
ly as a soldier.

Iwasa, who became 
head of his family at the 
age of 16 after his father 
died of illness in May 
1945, thought such a death 
would be the best way to 
protect his mother and 
younger sister.

“I was a robot know-
ing no fears of death,” he 
recalled of his days grow-
ing up in Hiroshima.

On the morning of 
Aug. 6, 1945, when an 
atom bomb was dropped 
on Hiroshima, Iwasa was 
in the garden of his home 
in the city only 1.2 kilom-
eters from the epicenter. 
The sky was clear and he 
was expecting hot weath-
er.

Then he was blown 
off the ground.

When the dark-color-
ed dust had settled, he saw 

Mikiso Iwasa, 
86, recounts his 
experience of living 
as an orphan in the 
postwar era after los-
ing his mother and 
younger sister in the 
1945 atomic bomb-
ing of Hiroshima 
during an interview 
in Funabashi, Chiba 
Prefecture, east of 
Tokyo, on July 6, 
2015. His father had 
died of illness in May 
1945. —Kyodo News

the house and every other 
thing around him demol-
ished. All he could see was 
rubble and wooden wreck-
age. Fires began to spread.

Iwasa called out to his 
mother and heard her voice 
under the rubble where their 
house used to be. He hast-
ily removed roof tiles and 
found her lying on her back 
under a big beam from the 
collapsed house.

He desperately tried 
to remove the beam but in 
vain. The fires were coming 

Japan  
promotes 
northeastern 
prefectures in 
H.K. food fair

Hong Kong, 14 Aug 
— The Japanese govern-
ment is promoting food 
and tourism attractions 
from northeastern Japan 
at this year’s annual food 
fair in Hong Kong to put 
away concerns of the af-
termath of the 2011 earth-
quake, Japan’s farm min-
ister said Thursday.

“The great earth-
quake happened four 
years ago and Japan has 
fully recovered from it,” 
Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries Minister 
Yoshimasa Hayashi said 
at the opening of the “Del-
icacies of Eastern Japan” 
exhibition. “Hong Kong is 
one of Japan’s major food 
importers.

We ask for your con-
tinued support,” he said at 
the exhibit organized by 
the Foreign Ministry.

Kyodo News

closer, and he called out for 
help, but amid the confu-
sion nobody heard him.

“Get away quick,” his 
mother told him before be-
ginning to chant a Buddhist 
sutra. Iwasa had no choice 
but to leave her there. He 
vowed to follow her in 
death after “charging a U.S. 
battleship.”

Iwasa visited his aunt’s 
home some distance away 
the following day. When 
he saw her, he said he had 
killed his mother and burst 

into tears. His 12-year-
old sister had not been at 
home when the bomb was 
dropped as she had been 
sent out to work under 
the government’s student 
mobilization program the 
previous day. He walked 
around the city trying to 
find her but in vain.

A few days later, Iwa-
sa found the dead body of 
his mother.

“I survived without 
protecting them,” Iwasa 
said. “I became an orphan 
with my mind torn apart.”

The 86-year-old Iwa-
sa, a representative mem-
ber of the Japan Confed-
eration of A- and H-bomb 
Sufferers Organizations 
who now lives in Funa-
bashi, Chiba Prefecture 
east of Tokyo, said he of-
ten sees scenes from the 
ruined city in dreams.

Seven years ago, he 
remembers yelling in one 
such dream, “I will save 
you, mom, this time.”

Kyodo News
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London, 14 Aug 
—  Actress Eva Longoria says she 

cannot go on trips unless she has her spe-
cial comfort pillow with her.

The 40-year-old former “Desperate 
Housewives” star said she relies on her spe-

cial head support to help her relax and feel 
secure when she is away from home, reported 

Female First.
The actress took to Twitter and shared 

a picture of her hugging her pillow.
“I never leave home without my travel 

pillow. I think my Eva Longoria Home col-
lection needs one @JCPenney,” the actress 

captioned the picture.
Longoria’s home range is sold exclusively 

through US chain store JC Penney and features 
an extensive range of cushions and pillows as 

well as bedding and curtains.
The actress will be next seen on the up-

coming comedy series “Hot & Both-
ered” which also stars Jencarlos 

Canela.—PTI

Cast member Grey Damon 
speaks at a panel for the tel-
evision series ‘’Aquarius’’ 
during a NBC summer press 
day in Pasadena, California 
April 2, 2015.—Reuters

NBC unlikely to repeat binge-watch test for ‘Aquarius’
Los Angeles, 14 

Aug — U.S. broadcast 
TV network NBC is 
unlikely to extend its 
binge-watching experi-
ment for the second sea-
son of drama “Aquarius, 
the head of entertainment 
at the Comcast-owned 
network said on Thurs-
day, though he would 
not rule out trying the ap-
proach for other series.

The success of Net-
flix Inc, with 65 million 
global subscribers, is 
pressuring traditional 
TV networks to try new 
approaches as they com-
pete with online outlets 
for viewers, espe-
cially younger 
a u d i e n c e s 

who watch video on mo-
bile devices. 

In a first for a broad-
cast network, NBC in May 
put all 13 “Aquarius” epi-
sodes online for four weeks 
right after the premiere 
aired on TV. The move was 
similar to Netflix’s strategy 
of releasing entire seasons 
at once for binge watching.

NBC probably will not 
repeat that pattern for the 
show’s second season, Bob 
Greenblatt, chairman of 
NBC Entertainment, said 
in an interview at the Tel-
evision Critics Association 
press tour.

All episodes likely 
will not be filmed be-

fore the new season 
starts, he said, and 

the approach is not popular 
with affiliate stations that 
rely on TV viewing.

“It’s not going to be-
come standard practice for 
the network,” he said of 
the simultaneous release 
of episodes, unless the en-
tire industry shifts in that 
direction. But he said NBC 
might try it again for “the 
occasional show.”

NBC renewed the 
crime thriller starring Da-
vid Duchovny despite 
mediocre ratings for the 
weekly episodes on TV. 
Greenblatt said he hoped 
online viewership would 
lead to bigger audiences for 
“Aquarius” when it returns 
to TV. Industry executives 
credit the availability of 

AMC’s hit “Breaking Bad” 
on Netflix with boosting 
TV viewership in later sea-
sons. 

About 94 percent of 
viewers watched “Aquar-

ius” on traditional linear 
television, and 6 percent 
online, Greenblatt said. 
The median age of online 
viewers was 35, about 15 
years younger than the 
audience on the network. 

“My instincts tell 
me those viewers who 
are much younger prob-
ably wouldn’t have 
watched it in a linear 
way because our aver-
age age is so much high-
er on the network,”  
he said.

In NBC’s research, 
50 percent of people who 
knew they could binge 
watch “Aquarius” said 
they were more likely to 
watch it, Greenblatt said. 

Reuters

Eva Longoria cannot
travel without her pillow

Los Angeles, 14 Aug 
— U.S. broadcast television 
network NBC has locked in 
comedian Jimmy Fallon as 
host of “The Tonight Show” 
for six more years through 
2021, NBC Entertainment 
Chairman Bob Greenblatt 
said on Thursday.

Fallon, 40, took over 
NBC’s flagship late night 
show in February 2014 
from Jay Leno, bringing 
in a younger audience and 
broadening the scope of the 
chat show with sketches and 
celebrity games.

“The Tonight Show” 
is currently the top-rated 
late night talk show on U.S. 
television with an average 
audience of 3.8 million peo-
ple. It also has largest share 
of viewers in the time slot in 
the 18 to 49 age group most 
sought by advertisers.

Greenblatt called Fal-
lon “the face of NBC in a 
lot of ways.”

“‘The Tonight Show’ 
has always been an institu-
tion, but he’s remade it into 
a destination for the largest 
audience anywhere in late 
night,” Greenblatt added in 
a statement.—Reuters

Jimmy Fallon 
extends deal 
as ‘Tonight 
Show’ host 
through 2021

Elmo finds new home at HBO in ‘Sesame Street’ first view deal

Puppets Ernie 
(L) and Bert 
from Sesame 
Street are seen 
after they were 
donated to 
the National 
Museum of 
American 
History to the 
Smithsonian’s 
National Muse-
um of Ameri-
can History in 
Washington 
September 24, 
2013.—Reuters

New York, 14 Aug 
— The producers of lon-
grunning U.S. children’s 
TV show “Sesame Street” 
have struck a five-year 
partnership with cable 
channel HBO that will 
bring much-needed fund-
ing for the future of the 
award-winning show, both 
companies said on Thurs-
day.

The deal will make the 
next five seasons of “Ses-
ame Street” available first 
on HBO and its on-demand 
and mobile services, and 
will allow the makers of the 
show to produce twice as 
much new content as they 
have done in previous sea-
sons, the new partners said 
in a statement. The new ep-
isodes will start running on 

HBO, a unit of Time Warn-
er Inc., in the late fall this 
year.

Sesame Workshop, 
the nonprofit organization 
behind the 45-year old 

show, said it will produce a 
Muppet spinoff series and 
develop a new educational 
series for children.

Jeffrey D. Dunn, Ses-
ame Workshop’s chief 

executive officer, said the 
partnership with HBO 
“provides Sesame Work-
shop with the critical fund-
ing it needs to be able to 
continue production of 

Sesame Street and secure 
its nonprofit mission of 
helping kids grow smarter, 
stronger and kinder.”

“Sesame Street,” had 
previously been broadcast 
in the United States on pub-
licly-funded PBS, which is 
free of charge to TV view-
ers. Under the deal, new 
episodes of the show will 
run on PBS after a nine-
month window.

Aimed at pre-school-
ers, “Sesame Street” creat-
ed Muppets like Elmo, Big 
Bird and Cookie Monster 
that have become cultur-
al icons around the world. 
The show has won more 
than 150 Emmy awards 
and is broadcast in some 
140 nations.

Reuters

Elvis jacket 
goes up for 
auction at 
singer’s 
Graceland 
home

Nashville, (Tenn), 14 
Aug — A jacket worn by 
Elvis Presley in the 1964 
film “Viva Las Vegas” and 
more than 150 other items 
belonging to the late singer 
were due to go up for auction 
on Thursday evening as part 
of Elvis Week events at his 
Graceland home in Mem-
phis.

Potential bidders lined 
up on Thursday morning for 
$20 tickets to get into the 
sale at the mansion where 
the man dubbed the king of 
rock ‘n’ roll died, said Jeff 
Marren, consignment direc-
tor for Graceland Auctions.

“It’s an exciting sale. 
I think it’s going to do real 
well. It spans Elvis’ life on 
screen and on stage. It could 
do as much as $1 million,” 
said Marren.

One highlight of the 
auction, which will take 
place in the Graceland 
Archives Studio on the 
estate grounds, is Elvis’ 
bone-colored, three-button, 
no-lapel jacket from the 
“Viva Las Vegas” dance 
scene with Ann-Margret, ex-
pected to go for an estimated 
$30,000 to $50,000, accord-
ing to Graceland Auctions.

Other items on the 
block include Elvis’ personal 
Walther PPK handgun, en-
graved “Elvis” and “TCB,” 
meaning “taking care of 
business.” Auctioneers ex-
pect that to bring in between 
$100,000 and $125,000.

Reuters
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(15-8-2015, Saturday)
6:00 am
•  Classical Songs 
6:15 am
•  Pyi Thu Ni Ti
6:20 am
•  Fashion Music
6:55 am
•  Myanmar Series 
7:10 am
•  Cassette Drama 
8:30 am
• 	Dramatic Arts 
9:55 am
•  Myanmar Video

Dancers from southwest China’s Sichuan Province perform during 
a performance gala by all the ethnic groups at the 10th National 
Traditional Games of Ethnic Minorities of China in Ordos, north 
China’s Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, Aug. 13, 2015. A series 
of activities were held during a performance gala by all the ethnic 
groups in Ordos Thursday.—Xinhua

Firefighters look on during the Jerusalem Fire along Morgan Valley Road in Lake County, California, August 
12, 2015. —Reuters

about 33 percent of the so-called 
Jerusalem Fire, which grew over-
night to cover 23,500 acres (9,510 
hectares) by Thursday morning, 
according to the California De-
partment of Forestry and Fire Pro-
tection (Cal Fire).

The inferno, which is char-
ring ranch land north of Napa Val-
ley wine country some 100 miles 
(160 km) outside of San Francis-
co, has displaced about 150 peo-
ple and threatens at least 50 more 
houses and ranches, Cal fire said.

Cal Fire spokesman Steve 
Swindle said most of the fire’s 
growth has been to the north, away 
from communities near Lake Ber-
ryessa. He said fire breaks in the 
area, installed by crews over the 
last several years, have served as 
a cushion against the blaze.

“We have worked furiously 
to put containment lines around 
there to keep those communities 
safe,” Swindle said.

Firefighters have also been 
able to contain 95 percent of a 
behemoth 69,438-acre fire burn-
ing just to the north. The so-
called Rocky Fire, California’s  

fiercest wildfire so far this season, 
destroyed 43 homes along with 
dozens of outbuildings and caused 
hundreds to flee their homes.

Swindle said cooler temper-
atures should help firefighting ef-
forts in the region through Thurs-
day, though winds could stoke fire 
activity.

Experts have predicted an 
unusually active and destructive 
wildfire season in California as the 
state grapples with a fourth year of 
crippling drought. The California 
fires were among dozens of blazes 
burning elsewhere across the U.S. 
West.

The Wolverine Fire in the 
northern Cascade mountains of 
Washington state has grown to 
cover 37,010 acres (14,977 hec-
tares) and could grow further on 
Thursday amid dry and hot con-
ditions, according to the InciWeb 
fire information center.

That blaze forced about 360 
people to be evacuated from a 
camping area in the year round 
Lutheran retreat of Holden Vil-
lage, fire officials said.

Reuters

Firefighters make progress against 
growing California blaze

San Francisco, 14 Aug — 
Firefighters kept battling blazes 
across drought-parched California 

on Thursday, and thousands of 
them made solid progress against 
a wildfire that has forced 150  

people to evacuate homes outside 
of San Francisco. Firefighters had 
drawn containment lines around 

New York, 14 Aug — A U.S. 
government weather forecaster on 
Thursday raised the likelihood that 
El Nino conditions would last into 
the Northern Hemisphere’s early 
spring to 85 percent, boosting the 
probability that drought-strick-
en California could see increased 
rains. 

The Climate Prediction 
Center, a National Weather Ser-
vice agency, last month forecast an 
80 percent chance that conditions 
would last through early spring. 
The CPC still says there is a more 
than 90 percent chance that El 
Nino conditions would last through 
the Northern Hemisphere winter. 

The new forecast marginally 
raises the risk that the El Nino phe-
nomenon, the warming of Pacific 
sea-surface temperatures, will un-
leash a period of extreme and po-
tentially damaging weather across 
the globe. 

Past instances have caused 
heavy rains and floods, hitting 
grain crops in South America, and 
scorching weather as far as Asia 
and East Africa.

But one potential El Nino ben-
eficiary could be California, where 
record-low rainfall has prompted 
water usage restrictions and con-
tributed to the spread of devastat-
ing wildfires. 

“It definitely would increase 
the likelihood of heavy rains in 
the winter there, which would  
certainly improve their situa-

El Nino more likely to last into Northern 
Hemisphere spring: U.S. forecaster

tion tremendously,” said Donald 
Keeney, senior agricultural me-
teorologist with Maryland-based 
MDA Weather Services. 

California could begin to get 
increased rainfall as early as Octo-
ber and definitely by November or 
December, Keeney said. 

Rainfall will probably not 
increase in the Pacific Northwest 
states of Oregon and Washing-
ton, which are also suffering from 
droughts, although they could 
experience higher temperatures 
like much of the northern United 
States, Keeney said. 

The CPC said the effects of El 

Nino were likely to remain mini-
mal across the contiguous United 
States for the rest of the summer 
but would increase into the late fall 
and winter. 

El Nino would probably con-
tribute to a below-normal Atlantic 
hurricane season, the CPC said. 
That would reduce the likelihood 
of storms disrupting energy opera-
tions in the Gulf of Mexico.

However, the agency said 
El Nino was likely to lead to 
above-normal hurricane seasons in 
both the central and Eastern Pacific 
hurricane basins.

Reuters

(15-8-2015 07:00 am~16-8-2015 07:00 am) MST
*	 News
*	 Great Shwedagon-Historic 

And Mysterious Places
*	 [Doctor] [Painter]
*	 News
* 	 The Long-Lasting Royal 

Tradition
* 	 Next Weekend
*	 News
*	 Let’s Cook (Episode- 11)
*	 Sitagu International 

Buddhist Academy  
(Part-3)

*	 Egg Shell

*	 The Art of Making Glaze 
Ware

*	 News
* 	 Lawka Nandar Wildlife 

Sanctuary And Its Rare 
Star Tortoises

* 	 Famous Pagodas of 
Sagaing

*	 News
*	 Myanmar Social & 

Charitable Association  
(Ep-2) (Jivitadana 
Hospital)

*	 Pyin Oo Lwin Sweater
* 	 News
*	 The Eel Business 

(Fisherman the eel culture)
*	 Ancient Pagodas In 

Myaing Township
*	 Great Minds of Myanmar 

(Anthropologist U Kyaw 
Win)

*	 The Pride of Myanmar 
“Traditional Handicraft”

* 	 News
*	 Discovering Tribes 

“Gaybar Kayin”
*	 Sagaing: Gold Leaf
*	 News
*	 Sightseeing in Yangon: 

Inya Lake
*	 Paper Products... Plain but 

Pretty
* 	 News
*	 Myanmar Masterclass: 3D
*	 News
*	 Five Treasures in the 

Ancient City Of Mrauk U
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Man United to continue 
without De Gea — Van Gaal

Manchester 
United v 
Arsenal - Bar-
clays Premier 
League - Old 
Trafford 
- 17/5/15 
Manchester 
United’s David 
De Gea looks 
dejected after 
sustaining an 
injury before 
being substi-
tuted. 
Reuters

London, 14 Aug — 
Goalkeeper David de Gea 
still “has the same prob-
lem” of not being in the 
right frame of mind and is 
out of the squad for Man-
chester United’s second 
Premier League fixture of 
the season against Aston 
Villa, manager Louis van 
Gaal said on Thursday. 

The Spaniard missed 
last weekend’s sea-
son-opening 1-0 win 
over Tottenham Hotspur 
after Van Gaal felt the 
24-year-old might not be 
focussed amid persistent 
media reports linking the  
goalkeeper with a move to 
Real Madrid.

“There’s no differ-
ence. The transfer period is 
still open and he (De Gea) 
has still the same problem,” 
Van Gaal told a news con-
ference.

Sergio Romero, who 
signed for United last 
month on a free trans-
fer from Sampdoria, is  
expected to continue in 
goal when Van Gaal’s 
side travel to Villa Park  
on Friday.

Van Gaal also re-
sponded to comments from 
Hristo Stoichkov, who 
played under the Dutch-
man at Barcelona, after the 
former Bulgaria interna-
tional said the United boss 
“destroys” clubs and urged 
Barcelona’s Pedro not to 

move to Old Trafford. 
“I always want to  

consider who is saying 
such things and then I 
know already why,” Van 
Gaal said.

“It is not bothering 
me. He (Stoichkov) is one 
of the players I sent away 
(from Barcelona) and that 
is why he is doing that. I’m 
used to that.”

Van Gaal endured a 
difficult start to life at Old 
Trafford last season as 
United claimed 13 points 
from 10 league matches. 

United signed a host 
of players ahead of the 
current campaign and 
the Dutchman hopes the  
integration of his new re-
cruits does not have a sim-
ilar impact on early season 
results. 

“You have to survive 
the start. You have new 

players, a new team, a new 
team process, the team 
dynamics are different, so 
every team has to sustain 
this period because nobody 
is 100 percent fit and they 
have to play,” he said.

“I think that we have 
to pay attention to it and de-
velop, but it cannot cost as 
many points as last year.”

Despite signing expen-
sive recruits like Bastian 
Schweinsteiger, Morgan 
Schneiderlin and Memphis 
Depay, Van Gaal is still 
looking to strengthen his 
squad before the transfer 
window closes.

“Our aim is to improve 
our squad and when it is 
possible we shall do it,” 
he said. “I have said more 
than once that we only 
buy when we think it is a  
contribution for our 
squad.”—Reuters

 Djokovic advances to cheers, Kyrgios exits to boos

Aug 13, 2015; Montreal, Quebec, Canada; Novak Djokovic of Serbia hits the ball against 
Jack Sock of the United States during the Rogers Cup tennis tournament at Uniprix 
Stadium. —Reuters

Montreal, 14 Aug 
— World number one 
Novak Djokovic, second 
seed Andy Murray and 
three-time champion Rafa 
Nadal were all cheered 
into the quarter-finals of 
the Rogers Cup on Thurs-
day while controversial 
Australian Nick Kyrgios 
exited to boos and a hefty 
fine.

Djokovic, also a three 
time winner on the Cana-
dian hardcourts, needed 
only 54 minutes to com-
plete a 6-2, 6-1 demolition 
of American Jack Sock 
while Murray was equal-
ly economic in disposing 
of Luxembourg’s Gilles 
Muller 6-3, 6-2 in just 
over an hour.

Nadal, finding his 
hardcourt footing com-
ing off a clay court win 
in Hamburg, produced 
a snappy 6-3, 6-3 victo-
ry over Russian qualifier 
Mikhail Youzhny as Jap-
anese fourth seed Kei Ni-

shikori rolled to a 6-4, 6-4 
win over 13th seed David 
Goffin.

While there were plen-
ty of cheers in be heard 
across the Montreal tennis 
complex on Thursday few 
were for Kyrgios who en-
tered his match to boos and 
exited the same way after 
falling 7-5, 6-3 to big-hit-
ting American John Isner.

The Australian had in-
sulted Swiss opponent Stan 
Wawrinka on Wednesday 
during their second round 
encounter.

Prior to the match the 
ATP had fined Kyrgios 
$10,000, the maximum 
penalty available, for re-
marks directed at Waw-
rinka about his girlfriend 
picked up by a courtside 
microphone.

With Isner serving for 
the match there were more 
boos for Kyrgios who lost 
his cool again engaging in 
a heated exchange with a 
spectator yelling “You’re 

Djokovic continues 
to dominate at the ATP 
Tour’s biggest events, 
running his Masters 1000 
winning streak to 28 
matches.

Coming off an open-
ing match loss in Wash-
ington last week, Mur-
ray has also finding his 
footing on the Canadian 
hardcourts advancing to 
the final eight in singles 
but crashed out later in 
the doubles losing to his 
brother Jamie.

The doubles match 
won by Jamie Murray and 
Australian John Peers 6-4, 
7-6(9) marked the first 
time the two Murray’s 
played against each other 
as professionals.

“It’s not ideal, not a 
situation I want to be in 
all of the time,” Andy told 
reporters.

“Doubles is Jamie’s 
career. I support him 
every single week.”

Reuters

so tough man, so tough”.
It was all calm on cen-

tre court where Djokovic 
got off to a sluggish start but 
after breaking to go up 3-2 
the 28-year-old Serb was in 

complete control with the 
Sock managing just a single 
break chance, which he was 
unable to convert.

“At the beginning of 
the match I think we were 

both a bit rusty,” said Djok-
ovic. “But I just managed 
to make the crucial break. 
That was the turning point, 
going up 3-2 in the first set. 
Then I was in control.”

West Ham loss a wake-up call, 
says Arsenal’s Coquelin

Chelsea v Arsenal - FA Community Shield 
- Wembley Stadium - 2/8/15 Arsenal’s 
Francis Coquelin.—Reuters

London, 14 Aug — A season open-
ing upset defeat by West Ham United was 
a wake-up call for everyone, according to 
Arsenal midfielder Francis Coquelin.

Arsenal had an impressive pre-season 
winning all five games, including a 1-0 vic-
tory over champions Chelsea in the Com-
munity Shield, but stuttered on Sunday as 
the Hammers claimed a 2-0 win at The 
Emirates.

“It’s been a wake-up call for every-
one,” the 24-year-old Coquelin told the 
club website. “Considering the recent re-
sults we had before that, going really well 
in pre-season, it’s disappointing and it was 
not an Arsenal performance.”

However, Coquelin was confident the 
FA Cup winners could respond immedi-
ately when they travel south to Selhurst 
Park for Sunday’s fixture against Crystal  
Palace, who won 3-1 away at newly-pro-
moted Norwich City last week. 

“In bad things, good things can come 
out too. It’s good that it happened in the first 
game so that now we can pull ourselves to-
gether with 37 games left,” Coquelin said.

“We know the quality we have and we 
need to respond straight away. We’ve been 
working really hard in training and we need 

to put all of the training effort into the 
game.” Coquelin, who was loaned out 
to three different clubs before enjoying 
a breakthrough season last year, said the 
team knew they had to put in more. 

Reuters

Mandalay, 14 Aug—
The Mandalay Region My-
anmar Traditional Boxing 
Subcommittee will hold 
stage a fund-raising boxing 
challenge on 21 August.

The event, to be held at 
Mingala Mandalay Gym-
nasium on 73rd Street in 

Boxing tournament set to raise 
funds for flood relief

Chanmyathazi Township, 
will benefit flood victims.

The event will include 
five-round, four-round and 
three-round matches.

Boxers from Shwe 
Thaungyin, Swan Kay Kay, 
Aphyuyaung Thway Thit, 
Taunggale, Taungyeman, 

Minthiha, Sagaing and An-
nawa clubs will participate.

Tickets for the boxing 
matches are available from 
U Thaung Shwe (phone 
09-258999988), and Kima 
U Tin Win (phone 09-
2005110 and 09-2009335).

Tin Maung (Mandalay)


