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Nay Pyi Taw, 28 July — Chinese officials released 
and handed over a total of 205 Myanmar nationals who 
were detained in China for illegal migration and work-
ing in Shandong Province and Jiangxu Province.

U Khin Maung Oo, the officer of Muse District 
Anti-Human Trafficking Task Force and U Win Hlaing, 
the deputy District Immigration Officer, accepted the 
immigrants who from Chin State, Sagaing region, Mag-
way region and Kachin state on 10 June at 19:00 hours 
upon request from Myanmar side. 

The release came about after the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs discussed with Chinese authorities due 
to the message of the speaker of Amyotha Hluttaw to 
President U Thein Sein at the request of Sagaing re-
gion’s parliamentary representative.—MNA

Gov’t prepares to issue citizenship 
cards to migrant workers in Thailand

China repatriates Myanmar 
illegal migrant workers

Livestock, fisheries body urges parties to 
explain policy stances ahead of election

Yangon, 28 July — The Myan-
mar Fisheries Federation on Tuesday 
urged the country’s two major politi-
cal parties—the Union Solidarity and 
Development Party and the National 
League for Democracy—to unveil their 
election policies for development of the 
livestock and fisheries sectors. 

The peak body for the country’s 
fisheries and livestock producers will 

urge its members and affiliated as-
sociations to vote for the party most 
committed to reviving the sectors, 
which are at their lowest point in the 
past eight years, MFF general secre-
tary U Win Kyaing said.

According to the MFF, the val-
ue of this year’s marine export is 
estimated to be U.S.$250 million 
below the peak year when the sec-
tor earned more than $650 million. 
Last year yielded only$420 million, 

down roughly $100 million from the 
preceding 12 months.

Despite the lifting of western 
sanctions and a 10-percent tax for 
fishery exports, as well as the grant-
ing of access to the EU’s generalized 
system of preferences (GSP), the 
sector had been unable to boost earn-
ings, the MFF general secretary said, 
blaminga lack of support and encour-
agement from the government.

(See page 9)

By Ye Myint

Migrant workers in Thailand are urged to cooperate with volunteers in conducting a survey to issue citizenship cards to them.

Yangon, 28 July — Myan-
mar will begin a survey of its cit-
izens in Thailand in order to issue 
national citizenship scrutiny cards 
to migrant workers with tempo-
rary Thai residency, the Labour, 
Employment and Social Security 
Ministry said Tuesday.

(See page  9)

By Ko Moe

weather News

Heavy rainfall, 
strong winds, 
flash floods 
across country: 
forecast

Yangon, 28 July— 
A depression over 
northeast Bay of Ben-
gal slightly moved to 
southwards and is still 
persisting, according 
to the observation of 
the Meteorology and 
Hydrology Department 
Tuesday.  

The depression is 
currently centered at 
about 130 miles north-
west of Maungdaw and 
170 miles northwest of 
Sittwe, the weather bu-
reau said. 

Monsoon is strong 
to vigorous in the An-
daman Sea and Bay of 
Bengal, according to 
the announcement.

(See page 9)
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Nay Pyi Taw, 28 July — 
Senior General Min Aung Hlaing, 
Commander-in-Chief of Defence 
Services, viewed Indian military 
facilities Monday during his visit 
to the neighbouring country.

The senior general and par-
ty viewed aircraft at India Naval 
Aviation Squadron (INS Hansa) 
and a submarine of Indian Armed 
Forces at Goa Port. 

They also visited Goa Ship-
yard Limited’s shipyard built as 
Estaleiros Navais de Goa by the 
Portuguese government in 1957. 

The senior general and par-
ty left Goa for Pune where they 
were seen off by Fleet Officer 
Rear Admiral Ravneet Singh of 
Goa Commanding Area and wife.

While in Pune, the senior 
general and party visited Tata 
Motors Limited attending a din-
ner that evening hosted by the 
company’s Executive Director 
Mr Ravi Pisharody.—Myawady

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing visits  
Indian military facilities

CLMV tourism ministers meet  
in Nay Pyi Taw

Tokyo, 28 July — The 
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi 
UFJ Ltd signed a memo-
randum of understanding 
Tuesday with Myanmar’s 
Directorate of Investment 
and Company Administra-
tion to collaboratively pro-
mote Japanese investment in 
Myanmar.  

Mr Yasushi Itagaki, 
BTMU General Manager 
of Global Planning and U 
Aung Naing Oo, Director 
General of the DICA, signed 
the agreement in Tokyo.

Under the agreement, 
BTMU will collaborate 
with DICA to promote for-

Nomination 
for Hluttaw 
candidates 
continues

Nay Pyi Taw, 28 July 
— Fifteen candidates for Py-
ithu Hluttaw, 2 candidates for 
Amyotha Hluttaw, 28 candi-
dates for state/region Hluttaws 
and one candidate for state/
region ethnic affairs submitted 
their nomination for 2015 Gen-
eral Election on Tuesday.

From 20 to 28 July, a to-
tal of 114 candidates including 
31 for Pyithu Hluttaw, 12 for 
Amyotha Hluttaw, 58 for state/
region Hluttaws and 13 for eth-
nic affairs constituencies.

They represent 14 politi-
cal parties while 22 of them are 
individual candidates. Detailed 
nomination process is availa-
ble at www.uecmyanmar.org.

MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 28 July 
— The third meeting of 
tourism ministers from 
CLMV countries was held 
at the Royal Ace Hotel in 
Nay Pyi Taw on Tuesday 
afternoon.

Union Minister for 
Hotels and Tourism U Htay 
Aung chaired the meet-
ing and made an opening 
speech.

After the meeting, 
CLMV countries issued a 
joint statement on cooper-
ation in regional tourism. 
The meeting aims to turn 
CLVM tour destination 
into a single international 
destination. 

The senior tourism 
officials meeting was also 
held in Nay Pyi Taw in the 
morning. Present were sen-
ior tourism officials from 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar 
and Vietnam.—MNA

BTMU, DICA 
to promote 
Japanese 
investment 
in Myanmar 
together

eign direct investment and 
provide stronger support to 
its customers exploring the 
possibility of investing in, or 
expanding into, Myanmar, 
according to a BTMU press 
release. 

BTMU held its first 
Business Matching event 
for Japanese, Thai and My-
anmar companies on 22 July 
in Yangon, attracting more 
than 20 Japanese firms seek-
ing to invest in Myanmar.

Thirteen Myanmar 
companies and three from 
Thailand also attended the 
event, which saw some 100 
meetings arranged between 

participating firms, accord-
ing to the organizer.

The Japanese compa-
nies represented diverse 
business sectors including 
food, consumer products, 
media, chemical products 
and construction. The first 
business matching fair in 
Yangon followed a My-
anmar investment seminar 
which attracted about 1,000 
businesses last month in Ja-
pan. BTMU opened its Yan-
gon Branch three months 
ago, partnering with Myan-
mar-owned CB Bank, which 
has 120 branches across the 
country.— GNLM

Director-
General U 

Aung Naing 
Oo shakes 

hands with Mr 
Yasushi Itagaki, 
BTMU General 

Manager of 
Global Planning 

at signing 
MoU.—btmu

Fifty-eight members of Kyaw Thet-Saw San Aung group return to legal fold
Nay Pyi Taw, 28 July— 

Understanding the correct atti-
tudes of the government and the 
Tatmadaw, members of armed 
groups led by Kyaw Thet and 
Saw San Aung have been re-
turning to the legal fold recently.

Fifty-eight members of 
them led by Saw Bi Kyi re-
turned to the legal fold at a BGF 
troop in Kyain-seikkyi Town-
ship Tuesday afternoon togeth-

er with 45 assorted weapons, 67 
bombs, 2,300 round of ammuni-

tion, 79 magazines, 3 landmines 
and one grenade.

Those who returned to the 
legal fold were received warmly 

and provided with necessary as-
sistance.—Myawady

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing visits Submarine of Indian Armed Forces.—Myawady

Ministers join hands at CLMV Tourism Ministers 
Meeting.—mna 
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Nay Pyi Taw, 28 July 
— President U Thein Sein 
on Tuesday received a dele-
gation led by Former Prime 
Minister of Australia Mr 
Kevin Rudd at the Presiden-
tial Palace to discuss Myan-
mar’s ongoing reforms.

At the meeting, U 
Thein Sein and Mr Rudd, 
now President of the US-
based Asia Society Policy 
Institute (ASPI), discussed 
arrangements for the upcom-
ing general election, which 
marks the next phase in the 
country’s transition to de-
mocracy. The talks covered 
security arrangements for 
the pre-election, election and 
post-election periods.

Also present at the 
call were Union ministers 
Lt-Gen Ko Ko and U Soe 
Thane, Deputy Minister 
U Tin Oo Lwin and offi-
cials.—MNA

President U Thein Sein meets former 
Prime Minister of Australia Kevin Rudd

Nay Pyi Taw, 28 July 
—Myanmar is on target 
to meet the United Na-
tions’millennium develop-
ment goals, but there are 
still many challenges ahead, 
Vice President Dr Sai Mauk 
Kham said Tuesday at the 
National Health Forum in 
Nay Pyi Taw.

Present at the Myanmar 
International Convention 
Centre-2 were union minis-
ters, deputy ministers, Hlut-
taw representatives, ambas-
sadors and representatives of 
UN agencies and NGOs.

In his speech, the vice 
president said the govern-
ment is taking measures to 
provide affordable health-
care services to the public 

Vice President Dr Sai Mauk Kham addresses National Health Forum

with financial and technical 
assistance from the World 
Bank.

The vice president said 

a lack of knowledge about 
disease prevention and the 
role of the media in health 
promotion are challenges for 

the country.
Then the vice president 

explained construction of 
new medical facilities and 

measures taken for develop-
ment of the health sector.

In conclusion, the vice 
president thanked the World 
Bank and other organiza-

tions providing support to 
the country’s health sector.

The forum will contin-
ue until 29 July. 

MNA

Food security, hunger eradication plans on track: vice president
Nay Pyi Taw, 28 July 

— Myanmar is on track to 
achieve its 2025 target for 
the National Zero Hunger 
Challenge in conjunction 
with the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organization, 
Vice President U Nyan Tun 
said Tuesday at a meeting 
of the Committee on Secu-
rity of Food and Nutrition.

The vice president, 
who is chairman of the 
committee, said the target 
must be achieved step by 
step, ranging from security 
of food to conservation of 
natural resources. 

The United Nations’ 

General Assembly will 
approve the Sustainable 
Development Goals in 
September this year to 
globally eradicate chron-
ic undernourishment by 
2030 under the Zero Hun-
ger Challenge promoted by 
UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon.

Myanmar has also 
adopted long-term plans 
to eradicate hunger and 
ensure food security, with 
relevant ministries working 
together.

At the meeting of 
committee, Dr. Hiroyuki 
Konuma, FAO Assistant 

Director- General and Re-
gional Representative for 
Asia and Pacific, explained 
the status of global and re-
gional food security and 
future outlook and their 
implication to Myanmar. 

In the evening, the 
vice president received a 
Japanese delegation led by 
Mr. Yoshihiro Shigehisa, 
the Chairman Emeritus 
of JGC Group. They dis-
cussed the construction of 
Hanthawady International 
Airport, other infrastruc-
ture projects and aviation 
safety measures at Myan-
mar airports.—MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 28 
July — Irrigation authori-
ties are draining off water 
from dams and reserviors 
as water levels are increas-
ing at irrigation facilities 
after heavy rains across 
the countries began from 
mid-July. 

Floods caused by 
heavy rainfall in many parts 
of the country have dam-
aged bridges, roads and 
farm fields. Authorities are 

Excess water drained 
from reserviors

now releasing water from 
31 irrigation facilities as 
they are monitoring the 
level of water to prevent 
damage. 

According to the offi-
cial release of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Irriga-
tion, hundreds of thousands 
of farm fields were inun-
dated in many parts of the 
country, with the highest 
figure of 14,143 acres in 
Sagaing region.—MNA

President U Thein Sein 
poses for documentary 
photo with Mr Kevin 
Rudd, President of 

US-based Asia Society 
Policy Institute and 

party.—mna

Vice President Dr Sai Mauk Kham views nutritious foods and fruits 
displayed at National Health Forum.—mna

Vice President U Nyan Tun presents certificate to Dr. Hiroyuki Konuma, FAO 
Assistant Director- General and Regional Representative for Asia and Pacific.—mna
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Nay Pyi Taw

Mandalay

Today’s 
Myanmar 
News sites

Yangon

Mandalay, 28 July 
—The Factories and Gen-
eral Labour Laws Inspec-
tion Department and the 
Global Enchanting Safety 
& Management Training 
Centre jointly staged talks 
entitled “Know safety, save 

Talks focus on worksite 
safety

Yangon, 28 July — Vi-
etnam-based airline VietJet 
will launch a Yangon-Ho 
Chi Minh City service as of 
2 October, the carrier said 
Tuesday.

“We expect satisfaction 

Mandalay, 28 July —
Mandalay Region Minister 
for Security and Border Af-
fairs Col Aung Kyaw Moe 
and township officials re-
cently inspected flood dam-
age in Mogok Township.

Myanmar Police Force, 
fire brigade and Red Cross 
members, as well as local 
residents cleared debris 
from flood-damaged are-
as. The minister and party 
provided cash assistance, 
food and household goods 
to flood victims in Inchauk 
village.

At Mogok Township 
People’s Hospital and Kyet-
pyin station hospital, they 
also comforted patients who 
were injured in recent heavy 
rains.

The same day, region 

Mandalay, 28 July 
— Mandalay Region Red 
Cross Supervisory Com-
mittee and Mandalay Uni-
versity of Medical Tech-
nology recently launched a 
basic first-aid course.

Region minister 
Dr Win Hlaing donated 
K500,000 to the fund of the 
training course to an offi-
cial.

Altogether 60 trainees 
are attending the two-week 
training course at week-
ends. Red Cross officials 
and medical officers gave 
lectures on basic rescue 
works, use of medical kits 
and first-aid process for 
patients.—Maung Pyi Thu 
(Mandalay)

Religious leaders gather at paper-reading session in Mandalay
Mandalay, 28 July 

— The Upper Myan-
mar Interfaith Friendship 
Committee recently staged 
a paper-reading session at 
Oriental House here.

Officials of Manda-
lay, Magway and Sagaing 
regions, Shan and Kayah 
states and religious leaders 
read out the papers out-
lining efforts of the com-
mittees at region and state 

levels, formation of more 
interfaith groups, avoiding 
hate speech, diversity and 
peaceful co-existence.

The paper-reading 
session concluded with a 
remark by Chairman of the 
Central Interfaith Friend-
ship Committee, retired 
ambassador U Sein Win 
Aung.

Tin Maung 
(Mandalay)

VietJet set to launch Yangon-Ho Chi  
Minh City service

Flood victims receive cash assistance, 
medical treatment

minister U Aung Zan also 
provided K500,000 each 
and relief supplies to 57 
flood-affected families in 
Thabeikkyin Township. He 

inspected repair work on the 
approach structure of the 
Shadaw Bridge on Manda-
lay-Tagaung-Bhamo Road.

Local residents and 

authorities distributed food 
and relief aid to flood vic-
tims in rural areas of the 
township.

Tin Maung (Mandalay)

University students join first-aid course

lives” at Mandalay Region 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry in Mandalay 
recently.

Managing Director 
Daw Khin Swe Win of 
GESMTC explained the 
purpose of holding the talks 
while department Direc-
tor U Soe Win Sein spoke 
about worksite safety and 
basic health knowledge.

Senior trainer U Kyaw 
Moe Naing and Assistant 
Director U Myo Myint Na-
ing of the department gave 
lectures on safety in con-
struction projects and re-
views of accidents. Depart-
mental personnel, managers 
of factories and workshops, 
and workers participated in 
the discussions.

Tin Maung (Mandalay)

of passengers for our flights 
at special prices along the 
route between Ho Chi Min 
City and Yangon,” VietJet 
Vice Chairman Nguyen Thi 
Thuy Binh said.

Flights will leave Ho 

Chi Minh City at 10.25 
a.m. and arrive in Yangon 
at 12:10 p.m. Flights will 
depart Yangon at 1 p.m. and 
arrive in Ho Chi Minh City 
at 3:35 p.m.

The airlines will oper-

ate the service five days a 
week on Monday, Wednes-
day, Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday. The airline gives 
sales of ticket free of charge 
from 24 to 29 July.

Myanma Alinn
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Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo (2nd R Front) inspects the guard of honour during the 
welcoming ceremony held by Singapore’s President Tony Tan Keng Yam (R 2nd Row) in 

Singapore on 28 July, 2015. Joko Widodo was on a state visit to Singapore from Tuesday.
Xinhua

New Delhi, 28 July — For-
mer Indian president APJ Abdul 
Kalam, considered the father of 
the country’s missile programme, 
died on Monday in hospital at the 
age of 83, a doctor said.

Popularly known as “Missile 
Man,” Kalam led the scientific 
team that developed missiles able 
to carry India’s nuclear warheads. 
He became a national folk hero af-
ter helping oversee nuclear tests in 
1998 that solidified India’s status 
as a nuclear weapons state. India’s 
first atomic test was in 1974.

Kalam died from cardiac ar-
rest in Bethany Hospital in the 
northeastern city of Shillong, cap-
ital of Meghalaya state, according 
to hospital chief executive officer 
John L Sailo.

Kalam, who was India’s 11th 

president from 2002 to 2007, had 
collapsed earlier in the day while 
delivering a lecture, according to 
Indian media reports.

Kalam, who wrote a book 
called “Ignited Minds,” became 
best known as a tireless campaign-
er for unleashing India’s techno-
logical muscle and discouraging 
expensive imports from the West.

Born on 15 October, 1931 in 
the southern state of Tamil Nadu, 
Kalam graduated from the prestig-
ious Madras Institute of Technol-
ogy in aeronautical engineering.

Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley expressed his condolences on 
Twitter: “We have lost an ide-
al citizen. May his soul rest in 
peace.”—Reuters

Abdul Kalam, father of India’s 
missile programme, dies at 83

Kuala Lumpur, 28 July — 
Malaysian Prime Minister Najib 
Razak announced a cabinet reshuf-
fle on Tuesday, appointing Ahmad 
Zahid Hamidi to replace Muhyid-
din Yassin as his new deputy.

Speaking at a Press conference 
in Putrajaya, Najib said that the re-
shuffle will strengthen the cabinet 
to face challenges in managing the 
country before the 14th general elec-
tion. The prime minister said that 
political considerations and admin-
istrative needs were taken into ac-
count when the decision was made 
to reshuffle the cabinet, adding that 
the decision to replace Muhyiddin 
was a difficult one but it was neces-
sary to ensure the cabinet to move 
as a united team. “I can accept  
differences in opinion and criti-

cisms as part of the decision-mak-
ing process, but these differences 
in opinion should not be in an open 
forum that can affect the govern-
ment negatively,” he added. The 
cabinet reshuffle, first after the 
general election in 2013, came at 
a time when Najib was under pres-
sure over allegation on fund em-
bezzlement.

The Wall Street Journal re-
ported earlier that some 700 mil-
lion US dollars related to 1MDB, 
a debt-laden state investment com-
pany, had been transferred into Na-
jib’s personal account.

Najib has denied taking any 
public fund for “personal gains,” 
and his legal team is mulling legal 
action against the Wall Street Jour-
nal. The country’s longest serving 
Prime Minister Mahathir, a former 
mentor of Najib, has openly called 
for the Prime Minister to step 
down. Some local analysts have 
considered Muhyiddin as a poten-
tial candidate to succeed Najib if 
he steps down. Muhyiddin has also 
called on Najib to take the lead to 
explain the 1MDB issue to the peo-
ple.—Xinhua

Britain can easily double Indonesia investment — Cameron
Jakarta, 28 July — British 

Prime Minister David Cameron 
sought to forge closer business ties 
with Indonesia on Tuesday, saying 
British investment could easily 
double if deals can be clinched on 
infrastructure projects.

Indonesia is Cameron’s first 
stop on a four-day trade mission 
to Southeast Asia to spur lucrative 
business deals and encourage new 
political alliances to counter Isla-
mist militancy.

Britain, Indonesia’s fifth larg-
est foreign investor, is particularly 
interested in investing in Indone-
sia’s infrastructure, insurance and 

Internet services industries. “When 
Indonesia announced its 276 billion 
pound infrastructure plan, the next 
opportunity for British business-
es became clear,” Cameron told a 
Jakarta forum of government and 
business officials from both coun-
tries, according to a pool report.

Cameron highlighted Brit-
ain’s 15 billion pound Crossrail 
project, that will connect Heathrow 
airport west of London to the coun-
ty of Essex in the east, through 42 
km (26 miles) of new tunnels, as 
an example of the expertise it can 
bring to Indonesia’s traffic-clogged 
capital.

He also lobbied officials to 
allow British companies to help 
build infrastructure for Indonesia 
to host the Asian Games in 2018.

Britain ships only 0.2 percent 
of its total exports to Indonesia 
but last year invested $1.6 billion, 
excluding the banking and energy 
sectors.

“We could frankly double, tri-
ple, quadruple that number without 
making a huge change to the over-
all picture,” Cameron said. “The 
scale of the opportunity here is 
immense.” On Monday, the prime 
minister met President Joko Wido-
do and announced that the British 

government would make available 
up to 1 billion pounds of export fi-
nance credit to Indonesia.

But for Indonesia, the problem 
with fixing dilapidated roads, ports 
and bridges is not about the money. 
The Indonesian government has 
struggled to spend its own budg-
eted funds due to bureaucratic in-
fighting and burdensome red tape.

“I say to my ministers if you 
want to introduce a regulation, you 
want to cut two regulations first. I 
made that as a free offer to Indo-
nesian ministers as a great idea,” 
Cameron said.

Reuters

Britain’s Prime Minister  
David Cameron 

Malaysian PM reshuffles 
cabinet, appoint new deputy

Bangkok / Chiang Mai, 28 
July — Thailand is working flat 
out to combat human trafficking, 
Prime Minister Prayuth Chan-
ocha said on Tuesday, adding he 
hoped Thailand would be lifted 
from a US list of worst human 
trafficking centres next year.

The US State Department 
highlighted in its annual report 
on trafficking on Monday the 
suspected role of Thai officials as 
an obstacle Thailand will have to 
overcome to stop the trade.

The report covered Thai-
land’s efforts to eliminate traffick-
ing for the year through to March.

A recent crackdown came 
too late to persuade the United 
States to take Thailand off the list, 
Prayuth said, but US diplomats 
recognised his administration’s 
intent to end trafficking.

“The US Embassy has seen 
our intention and we hope it will 
be better (in the next review),” 
Prayuth told reporters.

“We have been working at 
full capacity to resolve human 
trafficking. But the timing of their 

Malaysia’s Prime Minister 
Najib Razak

evaluation was in the early stage 
of our work.”

Thailand, a long-time US ally 
whose relations with Washing-
ton have cooled since a military 
coup led by Prayuth last year, said 
it “strongly disagrees” with the 
decision to keep it on the lowest 
ranking.

The Thai Embassy in Wash-
ington said the decision failed 
to take into account “significant 
efforts undertaken by the Thai 
Government on all fronts during 
the past year”. Prayuth ordered 
a crackdown after the discovery 
of dozens of bodies at suspect-
ed trafficking camps in southern 
Thailand in May. The crackdown 
disrupted routes through Thailand 
used by smuggling networks.

Smugglers abandoned ships 
crowded with migrants from 
Bangladesh and Myanmar rather 
than risk landing in Thailand. A 
humanitarian crisis unfolded at 
sea, and images of starving mi-
grants drifting on boats drew in-
ternational outrage.

Thai authorities have since 

indicted 72 people, including 15 
state officials, over suspected 
links to trafficking in what police 
said was their biggest investiga-
tion of people smuggling.

The most senior official to 
face trafficking charges is Manus 
Kongpan, a three-star army gener-
al who surrendered to police on 2 
June. He denies all charges, which 
include human trafficking, hold-
ing people for ransom and hiding 
corpses.

The US Embassy in Thailand 
said it welcomed additional ef-
forts by Thailand since 31 March, 
which would be covered in next 
year’s report.

“We anticipate high-level en-
gagement between US and Thai 
officials both in Thailand and in 
international fora on this impor-
tant issue,” the embassy said.

Deputy Prime Minister Gen-
eral Tanasak Patimapragorn said 
the United States had compliment-
ed recent efforts and he was “con-
fident” of being lifted from the 
lowest ranks of human trafficking 
centres next year.—Reuters

Thailand aims for upgrade from US 
trafficking blacklist next year — PM

Former Indian president  
APJ Abdul Kalam
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Women wearing masks to prevent contracting 
Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) walk at 

Myeongdong shopping district in central Seoul,  
South Korea, on 9 July, 2015.—Reuters

Seoul, 28 July — 
South Korea declared on 
Tuesday it is effectively 
out of danger from Middle 
East Respiratory Syndrome 
(MERS), more than two 
months after the first case 
was reported and began 
spreading in hospital set-
tings to kill 36 people.

The outbreak grew to 
become the largest outside 
Saudi Arabia, infecting 186 
people and at its peak put-
ting nearly 17,000 in quar-
antine. It was traced to a 
man who returned from a 
business trip to the Middle 
East in May.

“It is the assessment 
of the government and the 
medical community that the 
public can rest easy,” Prime 
Minister Hwang Kyo-ahn 
told a government meeting 
on public health.

Twelve people remain 
hospitalized in South Ko-
rea and under treatment for 
MERS although only one 
is still testing positive for 
the MERS virus, the Health 
Ministry said, adding that 
no new cases have been re-
ported since 4 July. Health 
experts say the virus has an 
incubation period of about 
two weeks.

South Korea declares country 
effectively out of MERS danger

The outbreak has dealt 
a major blow to an already 
weakened economy, knock-
ing second-quarter growth 
to its worst in more than six 
years as it closed thousands 
of schools, kept consumers 
at home and scared foreign 
tourists into cancelling trips.

The schools have re-
opened and shoppers are 
back in the stores, but offi-
cials are keen to repair lin-
gering damage to sentiment.

Hwang said it was too 
early to declare the outbreak 
over but urged the public to 
return to normal daily life. 
He added that the govern-

ment would implement 
reforms to fix health care 
shortcomings exposed dur-
ing the outbreak, although 
he did not specify what 
steps it would take.

MERS infection is 
linked to the same family 
of coronaviruses that trig-
gered a deadly outbreak of 
Severe Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS) in 2003.

British health author-
ities are investigating two 
suspected cases of MERS 
in northern England. Twen-
ty-six countries have report-
ed cases since 2012.

Reuters

Japan’s parliament passes a bill into law at a plenary session of the House of 
Representatives in Tokyo on 28 July, 2015, for redrawing electoral districts to 

narrow vote weight disparities between constituencies in upper house elections that 
the Supreme Court has ruled “in a state of unconstitutionality.”—Kyodo News

Tokyo, 28 July — Ja-
pan’s parliament passed 
into law on Tuesday a bill 
to redraw electoral districts 
to narrow vote weight 
disparities between con-
stituencies in upper house 
elections that the Supreme 
Court has ruled “in a state 
of unconstitutionality.”

The revised Public 
Offices Election Law will 
thus apply to the next trien-
nial House of Councillors 
election scheduled for the 
summer of 2016.

The ruling Liberal 
Democratic Party and four 
opposition parties sub-
mitted and passed the bill 

through the upper house 
last week before Tuesday’s 
passage through the House 
of Representatives.

While keeping the to-
tal number of upper house 
seats unchanged at 252, 
the law will narrow the 
vote weight disparity be-
tween the most and least 

populated constituencies 
to 2.97 times from 4.77 
times in the previous up-
per house election in July 
2013, which the top court 
found last year as being “in 
a state of unconstitutional-
ity.”

It will merge four two-
seat prefectures — Tottori, 
Shimane, Tokushima and 
Kochi — into two two-
seat constituencies, cut 
the number of seats from 
four to two each for Mi-
yagi, Niigata and Nagano 
prefectures and raise the 
number by two each for 
five others — Hokkaido, 
Tokyo, Aichi, Hyogo and 
Fukuoka. As an upper 
house election takes place 
every three years to elect 
half of the 252 lawmakers 
for six-year terms, half of 
the number of seats for 
each district will be up for 
grabs in the 2016 election.

The law also stipulates 
that a conclusion will be 
reached on fundamental 
electoral reform toward the 
2019 upper house election 
to further narrow the vote 
weight gaps.

Kyodo News

Japan enacts legislation to narrow 
vote weight disparities

North Korean 
Ambassador to China Ji 
Jae Ryong is seen prior 
to a Press conference 
at the North Korean 
Embassy in Beijing 

on 28 July, 2015. He 
stated that North Korea 

has “no interest at 
all in dialogue that 
one-sidedly calls for 
a nuclear freeze or 

abandonment” on the 
part of Pyongyang. 

Kyodo News

N Korea rejects one-sided call 
for denuclearization: envoy

Beijing, 28 July — 
North Korean Ambassador 
to China Ji Jae Ryong reit-
erated on Tuesday that his 
country has “no interest at 
all in dialogue that one-sid-
edly calls for a nuclear 
freeze or abandonment” on 
the part of Pyongyang.

Ji told a Press con-
ference at the North Ko-
rean Embassy in Beijing 
that tension on the Korean 
Peninsula is caused by the 
United States’ hostile poli-
cy toward the North.

His remarks were be-
lieved aimed at reempha-
sizing North Korea’s posi-
tion as attention is focused 
on the country’s nuclear 
ambitions following Iran’s 
recent landmark nucle-
ar agreement with major 
powers to curb its nuclear 
programme.

The ambassador, who 
previously gave a Press 
conference in Beijing in 
January last year, noted 
the difference between his 
country and Iran, saying 
North Korea is a nucle-
ar-capable state both “in 
reality and in name.”

“Our nuclear deter-
rent power is an essential 
measure to protect our 
country’s autonomy from 
the US hostile policy,” he 
said.

Ji said that while 
Pyongyang is making ef-
forts to resume talks with 
Washington and others, 
the United States is get-
ting in the way with its 
hostile policy, such as 
by repeatedly conducting 
joint military exercises 
with South Korea.

On whether North 
Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un plans to attend Chi-
na’s military parade 
scheduled in Beijing in 
September to commem-
orate the 70th anniversary 
of the end of World War 
II, the envoy said he has 
nothing to announce on 
the matter yet.

The Press confer-
ence was attended by 
about 30 representatives 
of media organizations, 
including those of Japan, 
the United States, China 
and South Korea.

Kyodo News

Beijing, 28 July —  
China is not planning to 
build military bases on the 
Maldives, the foreign minis-
try said on Tuesday, after the 
Maldives allowed foreigners 
to own land despite oppo-
sition concern the reform 
could be used for military 
expansion by China. The 
Indian Ocean island nation 
passed legislation last week 
to allow foreigners to own 
land within a project site on 
condition at least 70 percent 
of the area is reclaimed from 
the sea.

The opposition Maldiv-
ian Democratic Party said 
the bill could give “unprec-
edented access to foreign 
parties to operate in the Mal-
dives”. One party member 
said the government was 
facilitating a more robust 
Chinese presence in the In-
dian Ocean. China’s Foreign 
Ministry, in a statement sent 
to Reuters, said the vote was 
an internal matter for the 
Maldives, but that China 
wanted good relations with 
the country, best known for 
its luxury diving resorts.

China “has always re-
spected and supported the 
Maldives’ efforts to main-
tain its sovereignty, inde-

pendence and territorial in-
tegrity”, the ministry said.

“What the relevant peo-
ple said about China build-
ing bases in the Maldives is 
totally baseless,” it added.

India, which tradition-
ally has strong ties with the 
Maldives and Sri Lanka, has 
been concerned about Chi-
na’s growing involvement in 
the Indian Ocean as it opens 
its purse strings and builds a 
network of ports dubbed the 
String of Pearls. In Septem-
ber last year, during a visit 
by Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, the Maldives signed 
a deal with a Chinese com-
pany to upgrade its interna-
tional airport after cancelling 
a $511 million deal with In-
dia’s GMR Infrastructure in 
2012. In an effort to damp 
fears about Chinese plans 
connected to its increasingly 
modern and confident mili-
tary, Beijing has repeatedly 
said it does not want military 
bases abroad. But experts 
have said China is likely one 
day to have to overcome its 
discomfort about overseas 
military bases, as its forces 
are drawn into protecting 
the growing interests of the 
world’s second-largest econ-
omy.—Reuters

China says not planning 
military bases in the Maldives
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Hawaii, 28 July — The remains 
of unidentified members of the US 
military killed in the sinking of the 
USS Oklahoma during Japan’s World 
War Two attack on Pearl Harbor 
were exhumed in Hawaii on Monday 
in a bid to identify them, the Depart-
ment of Defence said.

Five caskets draped in US flags 
containing the remains of sailors and 
Marines who died in the 7 December, 
1941 attack were transferred from a 
cemetery to a laboratory where they 
will be analysed with modern foren-
sic methods, including DNA testing.

The remains were among those 
of the 388 service members who died 
in the attack and were buried as indi-
viduals who were unknown. The 
Pentagon wants to identify all of them 
in coming years. The new effort aims 
to disinter 61 caskets at 45 gravesites.

US military exhumes remains of unidentified 
victims of Pearl Harbor attack

“Recent advances in forensic sci-
ence and technology, as well as family 
member assistance in providing genea-
logical information, have now made it 
possible to make individual identifica-
tions for many servicemembers long 
buried in USS Oklahoma graves 
marked ‘unknown,’” the Defence De-
partment said in a statement.

The Marines and sailors who are 
identified will be returned to their fam-
ilies for burial with full military hon-
ours, the Pentagon has said.

There has been a series of identifi-
cation efforts in the decades since the 
surprise attack at Pearl Harbor, which 
took 2,403 lives and drew the United 
States into World War Two.

The battleship Oklahoma sank 
when it was hit by torpedoes during the 
assault, the Pentagon said. A total of 
429 sailors and Marines were killed.

In the years immediately after, 
35 crew members were identified and 
buried. During salvage operations 
from 1942 to 1944, the remaining ser-
vice members’ remains were re-
moved from the ship and interred as 
“unknowns” in cemeteries in Hawaii.

In 1947, remains in those ceme-
teries were disinterred, but requests to 
try and identify them using dental re-
cords were not approved.

By 1950, all unidentified re-
mains from the USS Oklahoma were 
reinterred at the National Memorial 
Cemetery of the Pacific, in Hawaii, 
the department said.

The Defence Department labo-
ratory in Hawaii disinterred one cas-
ket in 2003 and was able to identify 
five servicemen based on historical 
evidence provided by a Pearl Harbor 
survivor.—Reuters

Obama knocks 
Huckabee, Trump 
for slide in 
Republican rhetoric

German ‘wisemen’ say euro zone 
states should be able to go bankrupt

Berlin, 28 July — The German 
government’s panel of independent 
economic advisers favours the creation 
of a sovereign insolvency mechanism 
for euro zone states to prevent future 
crises and says countries should be able 
to leave the currency bloc as a last re-
sort.

In a special report published on 
Tuesday, the council of five experts 
known as the “wisemen”, said the Greek 
debt crisis had underscored the urgent 
need for further reforms to make the 
euro zone more stable.

Alongside measures such as deep-
ening the European banking union, the 
council said the euro area’s crisis toolkit 
should be complemented by a mecha-
nism for orderly sovereign insolven-
cies, which would make the currency 

Addis Ababa, 28 July — US President Barack 
Obama criticized Republican presidential candidates 
Mike Huckabee and Donald Trump on Monday for 
their blunt rhetoric about the Iran nuclear agreement 
and other issues, calling it damaging to political debate.

Huckabee, one of more than a dozen candidates 
vying for the Republican presidential nomination, de-
nounced a deal with world powers over Iran’s nuclear 
programme by saying Obama was marching Israelis “to 
the door of the oven,” a reference to the Nazi gas cham-

bers that killed 
millions of 
Jews in the Hol-
ocaust.

Trump has 
suggested that 
many Mexican 
illegal migrants 
were rapists and 
has mocked Re-
publican Sena-
tor John Mc-
Cain’s Vietnam 
War record.

S p e a k i n g 
to reporters in Ethiopia, Obama said the former Arkan-
sas governor’s remarks were emblematic of a slide in 
public discourse coming from the opposition party.

“The particular comments of Mr Huckabee are, I 
think, part of just a general pattern that we’ve seen that 
... would be considered ridiculous if it weren’t so sad,” 
he said.

“We’ve had a sitting senator call John Kerry ‘Pon-
tius Pilate.’ We’ve had a sitting senator who also hap-
pens to be running for president suggest that I’m the 
leading state sponsor of terrorism. These are leaders in 
the Republican Party.”

Obama was referring to Senator Ted Cruz, who has 
criticized the president’s foreign policy, and Senator 
Tom Cotton, who compared Secretary of State John 
Kerry to Pilate, the biblical figure who sent Jesus to be 
crucified.

Huckabee responded to Obama’s criticism with a 
critique of the Iran nuclear deal.

“What’s ‘ridiculous and sad’ is that President Oba-
ma does not take Iran’s repeated threats seriously,” he 
said in a written statement. “For decades, Iranian lead-
ers have pledged to ‘destroy,’ ‘annihilate,’ and ‘wipe 
Israel off the map’ with a ‘big Holocaust.”

Obama also singled out Donald Trump, the billion-
aire businessman who has rocketed to the top of Repub-
lican presidential polls, his controversial comments 
about undocumented immigrants and McCain, a former 
prisoner of war in Vietnam, notwithstanding.

“When he’s made some of the remarks that ... chal-
lenged the heroism of Mr McCain, somebody who en-
dured torture and conducted himself with exemplary 
patriotism, the Republican Party is shocked,” Obama 
said. “And yet, that arises out of a culture where those 
kinds of outrageous attacks have become far too com-
monplace.”

Obama beat McCain in the 2008 presidential elec-
tion. His comments on Monday showed an increasing 
willingness to step into the political presidential prima-
ry process even as he defends the Iran deal, which Ker-
ry and leaders from other world powers helped negoti-
ate.

Republicans largely oppose the deal and the White 
House is in the midst of a vigorous campaign to shore 
up support in Congress. “There is a reason why 99 per-
cent of the world thinks it’s a good deal — it’s because 
it’s a good deal,” Obama said when asked how the sell-
ing job with lawmakers was going.— Reuters

This photo, from 7 
Dec, 1941, shows the 
USS West Virginia in 
flames after the 
attack on Pearl 
Harbor.—Reuters

area’s no bail-out clause credible.
“To ensure the cohesion of mone-

tary union, we have to recognise that 
voters in creditor countries are not pre-
pared to finance debtor countries per-
manently,” said Christoph M Schmidt, 
Chairman of the German Council of 
Economic Experts.

The Greek crisis has called into 
question the future of the currency bloc 
with popular misgivings in Germany 
over a third bailout for the heavily in-
debted country running deep.

Such an insolvency mechanism 
would force creditors to bear losses if 
states went bankrupt, in turn prompting 
investors to assess sovereign risk in 
more detail, the council said.

The council recommended that an 
exit of a country from the euro area 

should remain possible, albeit as an “ut-
terly last resort.”

“A permanently uncooperative 
member state should not be able to 
threaten the existence of the euro,” the 
council wrote.

They also warned against “quick-
win” policies, such as the creation of a 
euro zone treasury, a European unem-
ployment insurance scheme or an eco-
nomic government for the bloc.

“Making the euro area collectively 
responsible for potential costs without 
member states giving up any national 
sovereignty over fiscal and economic 
policies would — sooner or later — 
make the currency union more unsta-
ble,” they wrote.

Their warning came after a report 
in German magazine Der Spiegel that 
Germany was willing to discuss the 
creation of a euro zone finance minister 
who would have his own budget and 
the power to raise extra taxes.

Reuters
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Lives threatened by 
developers’ lack of ethics We appreciate your feedback and contributions. 

If you have any comments or would like to submit 
editorials, analyses or reports please email wallace.
tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to 
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500 
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

Write for us

Construction engineers recently disclosed their 
concerns about the strength of some new 
buildings due to contractors having used 

low-quality materials and failing to observe building 
regulations.

Some experts expressed doubt about the strength 

of multi-storey concrete buildings, which normally 
should be in a good condition for 75 years. They also 
said some buildings were expected to stand firm for 
only 20 years, blaming contractors and a lack of  
monitoring by authorities. 

An official from Yangon City Development Com-
mittee recently told local media that although the com-
mittee has issued rules and regulations for construc-
tion projects, they did not monitor and inspect every 
construction site. 

The quality of residential buildings in Myanmar is 
relatively low. As real estate prices are increasing in 
Yangon, many people cannot buy their own house. In 
some cases, middle-class property owners have sold 
their home and opted to live in suburban areas.

Real estate developers should observe international 
standards in construction projects. The lives of residents 

depend on their ethics. Some new buildings have une-
ven and unsafe stairways or prominent cracks along 
the walls within months after being built.

Governing bodies must make an effort to scruti-
nize and inspect construction projects to ensure de-
velopers observe rules and regulations.

A VISIT TO NEW VISION ART 
AND BOOK EXHIBITION

Last month, Saya 
Maung Zeyar, Ex-
ecutive Editor of 

(the) “Myanmar Studies 
Journal” presented me with 
a copy of No.4, June, 2015 
issue. It is published twice 
a year by the Myanmar 
Knowledge Society. The 
journal reminded me of 
OM and SPECTRUM that 
attracted both common 
readers and researchers in 
1960s and 1970s.

Likewise, the contents 
of Myanmar Studies Jour-
nal took me to the pages of 
rare literary works. Among 
the interesting research ar-
ticles, research talks, re-
search notes and views, es-
pecially, the talk on 
“Burma Translation Socie-
ty” by U Thant (the then 
Secretary, Ministry of In-
formation, and later 
Ex-Secretary- General of 
the United Nations) at the 
British Council on the 5th. 
April, 1950 made me trace 
the valuable severed links 
of the history of Sarpay 
Beikman where I worked 
for over 30 years.

What is more, other 
works by prominent schol-
ars were so interesting that 
I couldn’t help going 
through the whole journal 
in a short time. All the arti-
cles should be collected for 
life by the departments 
concerned. I take my hat 
off to the writers and con-
sultant editors.

As for researchers or 
those who are hunting for 
rare books or important 
linkages of some subject 
matter, they are like the 
ones who get into a well, 
while they are feeling 
thirsty when they come 

across some important 
facts and figures they badly 
need. So goes the saying: 
To be cherished with pleas-
ures one is seeking. It is no 
doubt that in a country with 
more than 50 million peo-
ple who are making en-
deavours to keep abreast of 
the world nations, rare 
books in Myanmar or in 
English may be needed in-
deed.

The other day, while I 
was hunting for rare books 
on children, I happened to 
reach the New Vision Art 
and Book Exhibition 
(234/236, 1st. floor, Panso-
dan Street, Kyauktada 
Township, Yangon) where 
I found a precious collec-
tion of rare books on chil-
dren and other subjects. As 
the saying goes, I was the 
one who looked for sweets 
finds molasses (one who 
looks for a damsel finds a 
virgin).

At the New Vision 
Centre, over one thousand 
rare books including over 
100-year old ones and rare 
paintings by late famous 
artists such as U Ba Kyi, U 
Tun Nyunt, U Chit Mye, U 
Myat Kyaw, U Than Kywe, 
etc. have been displayed. If 
you have time, you can go 
there and browse through 
the books you need and can 
have discussion with U Hla 
Min Aung owner of the 
rare books and art centre. 
Rare books on fiction and 
non-fiction, general knowl-
edge, history, culture, reli-
gion, architecture, biogra-
phies, classic novels are on 
display at the centre.

“I would like to con-
duct such exhibition occa-
sionally although all the 

expenses cannot be cov-
ered. But, I do so for the 
sake of rare book hunters,” 
said U Hla Min Aung, the 
owner of the centre. The 
mottos of the centre are 
“Let’s read to enhance the 
quality of life!” “Let’s build 
up libraries for the uplift of 
people’s life!” and “From 
individual improvement to 
national development!”

Generally speaking, 
service personnel may feel 
very happy on the day on 
which they begin to enjoy 
their retirement. However, 
as they grow older and old-
er, they gradually come to 
feel lonely and need some-
thing that cannot be ex-
pressed. As for a senior cit-
izen who enjoys his 
retirement from the literary 
field or from the arena of 
research works, he may 
have some feeling to em-
ploy his mind and body 
sensibly an intelligently 
during his spare time so 
that idleness may not grow 
upon him and rust his mind. 
The writer of this article, 
who retired as the chief ed-
itor of Sarpay Beikman, 
Ministry of Information, I 
have devoted myself to re-
search works on literary 
activities. Most of my time 
is occupied with the work 
of writing and hunting for 
rare books which will con-
tribute to my research 
works.

In some countries, re-
searchers are making en-
deavours to bring about the 
books that talk in order to 
solve the problem of lack 
of time to read. What they 
need is a portable cassette 
player and they can curl up 
with a good tape. They 

don’t have to know even 
how to read. They can 
thereby engage in other ac-
tivities and hear a book at 
the same time.

Doubtlessly, every na-
tion is reading hard and 
working hard to be able to 
keep pace with the trend of 
international development 
and to promote its own na-
tional interests.

According to the 
World Book of Encyclo-
paedia, even historians do 
not know when the first 
books appeared. However 
they can say that people 
have used books in some 
form for more than 5,000 
years. Since then, millions 
and millions of books have 
been printed on various 
subjects in every written 
language. Although people 
can now have easy access 
to e-books and the Internet 
users are on the increase, a 
feeling of elation in reading 
a real book is beyond 
words.

Rare book hunters, 
book lovers, and research-
ers should not fail to visit 
the New Vision Centre.

Not all old books are 
termed as rare. But a rare 
book has its own quality 
and value. Be careful!

• • • • • • • • •

Bangkok, according to a recent a story on TV
in two decades may like Venice be !
The reason given is that there are
too many high-rise buildings by far

that ‘weighs down the land’
and too much extraction of ground water

is also to blame  for that matter.
Climate change could add to the ditty

of the rising sea and sinking city.

Perhaps years later, the City of Yangon
may be faced with a similar situation.

Even now the down town areas of the City
has a rather high population density

and facing problems of drainage, water distribution,
waste and sewage management, traffic congestion

all of which in  future will surely worsen.
As yet we can take early action

to ward off such a dire prediction.
Thus expanding the city ‘up-wards’ may not be a sound 

option.
In fact ‘thinning out’ high-rise building construction

and interspersing, them with  patches of green
will make Yangon more livable,  beautiful and clean.

In Yangon Division land is hardly a scarce commodity
Northwards, it’s possible to  expand  the City  

With a  bridge or two built across the  Yangon River
expanding South-West too may  be an answer.

Development of  ‘Satellite Towns’ in such locations
with blocks of  affordable ‘low-rise’ buildings 
modern facilities for health and education

markets ,department stores and places for relaxation
Government branch offices and banks as well                  

  so that people who in  the Satellite Towns dwell
need not go   to Yangon City centre
for their business and official matter.

It’ll prevent the population density from increasing
and Yangon City from ‘sinking’ due to ‘high-rise’ building.

At the same time traffic flow into  and out of the city 
will be manageable with some certainty.                                          

 The humble suggestions are from the layman’s point of view
may be  the City Fathers are considering them too.                                                                                                        

Lokethar

Expanding 
Yangon City

POEM

Maung Hlaing

Huh!

Hla Htut Oo

Aside from the UN, 
the people who can 
really treat others 
without racial 
discrimination are bus 
conductors like my 
husband.
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(from page 1)   
“That’s why, we have 

to seek commitments from 
the next government to de-
velop our sector,” he said.

MFF senior vice-chair-
man U Hninn Oo said he 
wanted the parties to pro-
vide a major strategy and 
policy for fishery sector de-
velopment.  

Without standard 
hatcheries, breeding and 
production cannot develop 
in the country, the senior 
official said, stressing the 
need to know which party 
best represents the indus-
try’s interests.  The MFF 
is a national level business 
organization of 10 affiliated 
associations and 13 region/
state fisheries associations. 

Programme aims to combat chronic hepatitis B
 in remote areas

Yangon, 28 July —
The non-governmental GI 
and Liver Society of the 
Myanmar Medical Asso-
ciation will visit remote 
areas after wet season as 
part of its efforts to raise 
awareness of hepatitis B 
virus, its spokesperson said  
Tuesday.

People receive free 

hepatitis B blood test 

at an event to mark the 

World Hepatitis Day.

Photo: Khaing  

Thanda Lwin

Livestock, 
fisheries body  
urges parties…

(from page 1)
In its statement,the 

department said it had al-
ready formed five region-
al supervisory teams and 
21 data collecting teams 
comprising people who 
can speak Thai, Myanmar 
and local ethnic languag-
es to conduct the door-to-
door surveys. 

The department has 

Gov’t prepares to issue …

By Khaing Thanda Lwin

Political parties must articulate their policy stances on the livestock and 
fisheries sectors ahead of the 8 November general elections, the Myanmar 

Fisheries Federation says. — Photo: Ye Myint

In an interview with 
the Global New Light of 
Myanmar, Prof Win Win 
Swe of the organization 
said the target areas are Be-
lugyun in Mon State as well 
as Myeik and Kawthoung 
in Taninthayi Region, with 
plans to provide medical 
examinations in about 500 
rural communities free of 
charge. 

She said,“Knowledge 
dissemination is a funda-
mental and effective way in 
taking preventive measures 
against the virus.”

During this year, the 
organization will acceler-
ate its works on preventive 
measures and vaccination 
against hepatitis across the 

country, especially in far-
flung areas, she added.

The organization pro-
vided free medical services 
in Loikaw, Kayah State, 
and in Mudon, Mon State, 
between May and June, and 
administered vaccinations 
against hepatitis B virus 
to hundreds of monks with 
the contribution of a liver 
specialist, Prof Win Win 
Swe said.

“The 500-bed special-
ty hospital and the North 
Okkalapa General Hospital 
are providing free medical 
testing for hepatitis to peo-
ple one day a week.”

Hepatitis B is wide-
spread in Myanmar, and is 
caused by a virus that at-
tacks the liver. It is estimat-
ed that around 12 percent 
of the country’s population 
are living with hepatitis B 
infection.—GNLM

According to the Food and 
Agriculture Organization 

(FAO), 3 million people 
in Myanmar depend on the 

fishery sector for their live-
lihoods. — GNLM

urged more than 1 million 
migrant workers and their 
dependents to cooperate 
with the teams. 

The teams would 
also go the factories col-
lect data from those with-
out temporary residency 
cards. 

The temporary resi-
dency card are due to ex-
pire next March.—GNLM

ADB works with Customs to speed 
up import, export process

Yangon, 28 July—
The Asian Development 
Bank is working with 
the Myanmar Customs 
Department to develop 
a new system that will 
simplify and expedite 
the release of imported 
and exported goods, the 
ADB said in a press re-
lease Monday.

Customs officials 
will begin developing 
the Authorized Eco-

nomic Operators (AEO) 
scheme at a three-day 
workshop, the press re-
lease said.

The scheme will give 
reputable trade operators 
access to quicker customs 
processing, it said.

“As Myanmar’s econ-
omy continues to expand 
and open to the world, 
it’s increasingly impor-
tant for it to have strong 
customs measures in place 

to facilitate the free flow 
of goods”, James Lynch, 
ADB Director for Region-
al Cooperation and Op-
erations Coordination in 
Southeast Asia, said. 

“By taking this impor-
tant step, Myanmar Cus-
toms is ensuring adherence 
to the ASEAN Econom-
ic Community Blueprint 
and the ASEAN Trade in 
Goods Agreement, and en-
suring the country is in line 

with important World 
Customs Organization’s 
international standards 
and the World Trade Or-
ganization’s Trade Fa-
cilitation Agreement.”

The development of 
the AEO scheme is sup-
ported under the ADB’s 
Regional Technical As-
sistance to strengthen 
trade facilitation in the 
Greater Mekong Subre-
gion.—GNLM

Heavy rains cause 
flooding in Myanaung 

Township
Myanaung, 28 July 

— Heavy rains left 750 
acres of farmlands flood-
ed in Magyigon village, 
Myanaung Township on 
Monday, while part of In-
bin-Nyaungchaydauk Road 
was inundated.

Basic education pri-
mary schools in Sapeka-
lo and Kyauktan villages 
were temporarily closed 

(from page 1)
The weather bureau, 

issuing a yellow alert, said 
the low pressure is not like-
ly to move towards Myan-
mar.

Due to the depres-
sion, regionally heavy 
rainfall, strong winds and 
flash floods can occur in 
Sagaing, Mandalay, Mag-
way, Bago, Yangon and 

Ayeyawady regions and 
Shan, Chin, Rakhine, Kay-
in and Mon states within 
24 hours from 1.30 pm 
Tuesday, said the Meteor-
ology and Hydrology De-
partment.

Squalls with rough 
seas could occur occasion-
ally off and along Myan-
mar’s coasts, with surface 
wind speeds reaching 45 
miles per hour, the an-
nouncement said.—GNLM

Heavy rainfall, strong winds, 
flash floods …

due to the overflowing of 
Phatashin Creek.

Staff Officer U Myo 
Zaw Zaw of Township Ir-
rigation Department and 
staff supervised mainte-
nance of an embankment 
along Ma Mya Creek 
where water levels were 
dangerously high. No casu-
alties were reported.—Win 
Bo (Myanaung IPRD)
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Benghazi, (Libya), 28 July 
—Libya’s eastern city of Beng-
hazi has been plunged into 
darkness as clashes between 
pro-government forces and Is-
lamist fighters have knocked 
out three of five power stations 
serving the city, the country’s 
second largest, officials said on 
Monday.

Power has been off for 
16 hours a day in the port city 
where forces loyal to the offi-
cial government based in the 
east have been fighting Islamist 
groups for 15 months in a battle 
that has turned parts of Beng-
hazi into ruins.

A spokesman at state pow-
er firm GECOL in Benghazi 
said output at the gas-fired main 
power plant was still stable at 
650 megawatts on average a 
day, but three sub-stations dis-
tributing electricity inside the 
city had been damaged.

He said ongoing fighting 
made it impossible to reach the 
damaged stations, adding that 
the state power firm was run-
ning out of spare parts. A tur-
bine needed to be repaired but a 
German firm that used to do the 
maintenance work had pulled 
out and was refusing to send 
any engineers to Benghazi.

The closure of the city’s 
port due to the fighting also 
made it difficult to import spare 
parts, he said, asking not to be 
named. The Benghazi fighting 
highlights the chaos in Libya, 
where armed groups back two 
governments vying for control. 
The official prime minister has 
been based in the east since the 
capital, Tripoli, was seized by a 
rival group which set up its own 
government.

Both sides command loose 
coalitions of former anti-Gadd-
afi rebels. After the ouster of 
dictator Muammar Gaddafi, the 
various factions split along po-
litical, regional and tribal lines.

Reuters

Turkey, US aim for zone cleared 
of Islamic State in northern Syria

A masked far left-wing protester walks during clashes with riot police at a demonstration against 
the death of Gunay Ozarslan, a member of the far left People’s Front who, according to local media 

reports, was killed by Turkish police during a security operation on Friday, in Istanbul’s Gazi 
neighbourhood, Turkey, on 26 July, 2015.—Reuters

Istanbul / Washington, 28 
July — Turkey and the United 
States are working on plans to pro-
vide air cover for Syrian rebels and 
jointly sweep Islamic State fighters 
from a strip of land along the Turk-
ish border, bolstering the NATO 
member’s security and possibly 
providing a safe haven for civil-
ians.

Long a reluctant member of 
the US-led coalition against Islam-
ic State, Turkey last week made a 
dramatic turnaround by granting 
the alliance access to its air bases 
and bombarding targets in Syria 
linked to the jihadist movement.

Struggling with more than 1.8 
million Syrian refugees, Turkey 
has long campaigned for a “no-fly 
zone” in northern Syria to keep Is-
lamic State and Kurdish militants 
from its border and help stem the 
tide of displaced civilians trying to 
cross.

While no such formal arrange-
ment has been struck with Wash-
ington, Prime Minister Ahmet 
Davutoglu said the two allies saw 
eye to eye on the need to provide 
air cover for moderate Syrian re-
bels fighting Islamic State.

“What we have now is air 
coverage to clear a region from 
Daesh (Islamic State) and support 
the moderate opposition so they 
can gain control of that region,” 
Davutoglu told Turkey’s ATV in 
an interview broadcast live.

“We do not want to see Daesh 
on Turkey’s borders.”

In Washington, US officials 
said discussions were ongoing 
about the size and scope of a zone 
along the border that would be 
cleared of Islamic State fighters 
and allow moderate Syrian rebels 
to operate freely.

US officials ruled out the joint 
imposition of a formal no-fly zone 
and said the plan was not aimed at 
creating a “safe zone” for Syrian 
refugees.

“The purpose of the operation 
is not to create a safe zone into 
which Syrian refugees will go,” a 
senior Obama administration offi-
cial said, speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

“They might go, but that’s not 

the purpose of the operation. The 
purpose of the operation is to clear 
the border and close the border to 
Daesh,” the official said.

NATO will hold an emergen-
cy meeting to discuss security on 
Tuesday at Turkey’s request. An-
kara is expected to brief its allies 
on the measures it is taking but did 
not request any air or troop support 
during preparations for the meet-
ing, according to two people with 
knowledge of the discussions.

“Turkey has a very strong 
army and very strong security forc-
es so there has been no request for 
any substantial NATO military 
support,” NATO Secretary-Gener-
al Jens Stoltenberg told the BBC.

Alongside its action in Syria, 
Turkey launched a second night 
of air strikes on Kurdish insurgent 
camps in Iraq on Sunday, part of 
what a senior Turkish official de-
scribed as a “full-fledged battle 
against all terrorist organizations”.

The renewed military cam-
paign against the Kurdistan Work-
ers Party (PKK), which has waged 
a three-decade insurgency against 

the Turkish state partly from camps 
in northern Iraq, has raised suspi-
cions that Turkey’s real agenda is 
checking Kurdish territorial ambi-
tions rather than fighting Islamic 
State.

US State Department spokes-
man John Kirby disputed sugges-
tions that Washington had con-
doned Turkey’s strikes on the PKK 
as a quid pro quo for Ankara’s ex-
panded cooperation against Islamic 
State. He described the timing as a 
“coincidence”.

“PKK is a foreign terrorist 
organization, Turks have a right to 
defend themselves against it,” Kir-
by said. “There’s no connection be-
tween what they did against PKK 
and what we’re going to try to do 
together against ISIL,” he said.

Ankara is concerned that the 
success in northern Syria of the 
Kurdish YPG militia, which has 
pushed back Islamic State with 
the help of US-led air strikes, will 
stoke separatist sentiment among 
its own Kurds and embolden the 
PKK.

Turkey’s Kurds say that by re-

viving open conflict with the PKK, 
Turkish President Tayyip Erdogan 
is also seeking to undermine sup-
port for the pro-Kurdish opposition 
ahead of a possible early election 
and stoke up nationalist sentiment. 

Highlighting the precarious 
path Ankara is treading as it si-
multaneously battles Islamic State 
in Syria and Kurdish insurgents in 
Iraq, the YPG on Monday accused 
the Turkish army of shelling its po-
sitions in a village on the outskirts 
of the Islamic State-held border 
town of Jarablus. 

A senior Turkish official con-
firmed that the Turkish army had 
shot back after it came under fire 
from across the border late on Sun-
day, but said it was unclear which 
group was involved and stressed 
that the YPG was not a target.

“The ongoing military opera-
tion seeks to neutralize imminent 
threats to Turkey’s national secu-
rity and continues to target Islam-
ic State in Syria and the PKK in 
Iraq,” the official said, adding that 
Ankara was investigating.

Reuters

Libyan city 
Benghazi 
plunges into 
darkness as 
fighting hits 
power plants

Sweden investigates if wreck in its waters is Russian submarine
Stockholm, 28 July — The 

Swedish military is studying a 
video taken by shipwreck hunters 
who say it shows a wrecked sub-
marine just off the eastern coast of 
Sweden which appears to be Rus-
sian, a spokesman said on Mon-
day.

The discovery comes less 
than a year after Swedish troops 
and ships unsuccessfully hunted 
for a Russian submarine reported-
ly cited near Stockholm, in the 
country’s biggest military mobili-

zation since the Cold War.
Swedish Armed Forces 

spokesman Anders Kallin did not 
say whether the military also be-
lieved it was a Russian subma-
rine.

“We choose not to comment 
on it before we have seen more 
material. We will continue the 
analysis together with the compa-
ny in the coming days,” Kallin 
said.

Ocean X Team, the company 
behind the discovery, said on its 

website: “It is unclear how old the 
submarine is and for how long it 
has been at the bottom of the sea, 
but the Cyrillic letters on the hull 
indicate that it is Russian.”

One of the men who discov-
ered the submarine, Dennis As-
berg, told the Expressen newspa-
per it looked modern. But one 
expert quoted by the paper said he 
believed it was a Russian subma-
rine that sank in 1916.

Concerns about possible in-
cursions by Russian submarines 

have increased as relations be-
tween Moscow and the West have 
worsened due to events in 
Ukraine.

During the Cold War, the 
navy repeatedly chased suspected 
Soviet submarines along its coast 
with depth charges.

In 1981, in an incident known 
as “Whiskey on the Rocks,” a So-
viet nuclear Whiskey-class sub-
marine was stranded near a naval 
base deep inside Swedish waters 
after it ran aground, causing a dip-

lomatic standoff.
There have been many false 

alarms. In 1995, then-Prime Min-
ister Ingvar Carlsson said the mil-
itary on several occasions thought 
it had detected submarines only to 
find many of the underwater 
sounds were made by minks.

In April, the Finnish military 
used handheld underwater depth 
charges as a warning against what 
it suspected was a submarine in 
waters off Helsinki.

Reuters
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An investor stands in front of an electronic board showing stock 
information at a brokerage house in Huaibei, Anhui Province,  

on 27 July, 2015.—Reuters

Shanghai, 28 July — Chi-
nese shares fell on Tuesday, as 
Beijing scrambled once again to 
prop up a stock market whose 
wild gyrations have heightened 
fears about the financial stability 
of the world’s second biggest 
economy.

After a plunge of more than 
8 percent in major indexes on 
Monday, Chinese regulators said 
they were prepared to buy shares 
to stabilize the stock market, 
while the central bank injected 
cash into money markets and 
hinted at further monetary eas-
ing.

But despite those moves, 
aimed at bolstering the confi-
dence of the ordinary investors 
who dominate China’s equity 
markets, the CSI300 index  
.CSI300 of the largest listed 
companies in Shanghai and 
Shenzhen fell 0.2 on Tuesday, 
while the Shanghai Composite 
Index .SSEC shed 1.7 percent.

A highly volatile day — not 
unusual in China’s unruly stock 
markets — had seen both index-
es lurching between losses as 
deep as 5 percent and gains of 
more than 1 percent.

“Retail investors’ confi-
dence in the mainland market is 
very weak,” said Steven Leung, 
a director from UOB Kay Hian 
in Hong Kong. 

Monday’s dramatic slide 
shattered three weeks of relative 
calm for Chinese equities, se-
cured through heavy government 
intervention in which authorities 
pumped liquidity into the market 

while effectively barring many 
investors from selling.

The rapid sell-off, which 
saw China’s major indexes suf-
fer their biggest one-day loss in 
more than eight years, may have 
been partly due to authorities 
testing the water for withdraw-
ing some of that heavy-handed 
support. 

Three people in the banking 
industry with direct knowledge 
told Reuters on Monday that the 
state-run margin lender had re-
turned ahead of schedule some 
of the funds it borrowed from 
commercial banks to stabilize 
the stock market.

“The authorities picked an 
inopportune time to float a trial 
balloon about scaling back mar-
ket support operations,” wrote 
Tim Condon, head of research 
Asia for ING Bank in Singapore, 

in a note on Tuesday.
“Lesson learned: sentiment 

manifestly remains fragile.”
The wild volatility in Chi-

na’s markets has stoked fears 
among global investors about the 
broader health of the Chinese 
economy, and sent Asian inves-
tors scurrying on Tuesday for 
safe-haven assets such as gov-
ernment bonds and the Japanese 
yen. 

The renewed turbulence 
also raised questions about the 
long-term viability of Beijing’s 
strategy of intervening to control 
its markets.

“The government’s inter-
vention in the market may work 
in the short-term, but will none-
theless create longer-term is-
sues,” said Bernard Aw, market 
strategist at IG in Singapore. “So 
in that sense, a government bent 

on control most of the time and 
free markets simply cannot meet 
each other halfway.”

But, while recent stock mar-
ket weakness will have caught 
out many Chinese retail inves-
tors and companies, the relative-
ly low rate of stock ownership by 
households and a disconnect be-
tween valuations and economic 
fundamentals mean the impact 
on the economy is likely to be 
less than it would be in other 
markets.

China’s top economic plan-
ner described the stock market 
turbulence as “abnormal”, but 
said it was optimistic on the out-
look for the economy in the sec-
ond half of the year.

“The fundamentals of Chi-
na’s economy are stabilizing and 
turning better,” Li Pumin, secre-
tary general of the National De-
velopment and Reform Commis-
sion, told a briefing in Beijing.

“So we have the foundation 
and necessary means to keep the 
healthy development of capital 
market including the stock mar-
ket.”

The People’s Bank of China 
said on Tuesday it would inject 
50 billion yuan ($8.05 billion) 
into money markets in its biggest 
liquidity boost since 7 July, near 
the trough of the last market sell-
off.

The central bank also said, 
in a statement before the stock 
market opened, that it would use 
“various monetary tools” to 
maintain “appropriate levels of 
liquidity”, a signal that the  

further monetary easing that 
many analysts have predicted 
could be in store.

Despite a slowing economy, 
China’s main stock indexes had 
more than doubled over the year 
to mid-June, when a sudden 
swoon saw shares lose more than 
30 percent of their value in a 
matter of weeks.

Markets finally began stabi-
lizing in the second week of July 
after a barrage of official support 
measures that were rewarded 
with a rebound of more than 15 
percent, prior to Monday’s slide.

China’s central bank cut in-
terest rates, brokerages formed 
stabilization funds and regula-
tors lifted restrictions on pen-
sions and insurers investing in 
stocks.

Beijing also cracked down 
on “malicious” short-sellers in 
the futures market, froze IPOs to 
prevent a liquidity drain and 
looked the other way as around 
40 percent of companies sus-
pended trading in their shares to 
escape the rout.

In the latest in a series of 
supportive commentaries from 
state-owned media, the Shang-
hai Securities News said in a 
front page editorial on Tuesday 
that investors should view the 
latest sell-off “logically” and 
that China’s economic funda-
mentals were still sound.

“The stable development 
trend of the A-share (domestic) 
market will not be altered by a 
single day plunge,” it said.

Reuters

China shares slip again as Beijing scrambles to calm markets

World Hepatitis Day: get to 
know hepatitis B, C

Beijing, 28 July — The World Health Organization (WHO) is fo-
cusing on hepatitis B and C by calling for prevention of the viral hepa-
titises on the World Hepatitis Day 2015.

The hepatitises together cause approximately 80 percent of all liver 
cancer deaths and kill close to 1.4 million people every year.

A vaccine against hepatitis B has been available since 1982. There 
is currently no vaccine for hepatitis C, but research is ongoing.

Hepatitis B, caused by the hepatitis B virus, is a major global health 
problem, which can lead to chronic infection and puts people at high 
risk of death from cirrhosis and liver cancer.

During the acute infection phase of Hepatitis B, most people do not 
experience any symptoms. However, some people have acute illness 
with symptoms including yellowing of the skin and eyes (jaundice), 
dark urine, extreme fatigue, nausea, vomiting and abdominal pain.

The incubation period for hepatitis C lasts for as long as 2 weeks to 
6 months. Those who are infected may exhibit symptoms like fever, 
fatigue, decreased appetite, nausea, vomiting, abdominal pain, dark 
urine, grey-coloured faeces, joint pain and jaundice.

WHO alerts people to the risks of contracting hepatitis from unsafe 
blood, unsafe injections, and sharing drug-injection equipment.

Besides, as Times of India warms, tattoo, body piercing can also 
put you at hepatitis risk.

Hepatitis B and Hepatitis C usually occur as a result of contact with 
infected body fluids. Common ways of transmission for both viruses 
include receipt of contaminated blood or blood products, invasive med-
ical procedures using contaminated equipment. For hepatitis B, trans-
mission happens from mother to baby at birth, from family member to 
child, and also by sexual contact, according to information on WHO 
official website. WHO recommends that all children get vaccine against 
hepatitis B infection. Prevention of Hepatitis C virus (HCV) infection 
depends upon reducing the risk of exposure to the virus in health-care 
settings and in higher risk populations, for example, people who inject 
drugs, and through sexual contact.—Xinhua

Melbourne, 28 July — 
Australian researchers say they 
are a step closer to finding an 
improved treatment for malar-
ia, which still causes an esti-
mated 800,000 deaths world-
wide each year.

The researchers, from the 
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute 
(WEHI) in Melbourne, studied 
how the disease, which is con-
tracted by 200 million people 
annually, invades the body and 
attacks the red blood cells.

In their research paper, 
published on Tuesday in the 
Nature Structure and Molecu-
lar Biology journal, the scien-
tists reveal the first three-di-
mensional image of a “bus 
conductor” protein, which the 
mosquito-borne infectious dis-
ease uses to facilitate the infec-
tion.

Professor Alan Cowman, 
of WEHI, Australia’s oldest 
medical research institute, said 
the image of the “bus conduc-

tor” protein was a significant 
breakthrough in treating the dis-
ease.

“Trying to design a drug to 
target a protein without knowing 
the shape is possible, but it’s a bit 
like working in the dark,” profes-
sor Cowman, who is joint head of 
the institute’s malaria division, 
told News Limited on Tuesday.

Cowman said the finding 
would accelerate their develop-
ment of a new drug to treat and 
possibly prevent the disease.

WEHI’s Dr Justin Boddey 
added that targeting the protein 
could lead to the eradication of 
two species of malaria that can 
cause death in humans.

Plasmepsin V is the parasite 
that uses the malaria-facilitating 
protein.

“This parasite basically 
moves in and renovates the red 
blood cell,” Professor Cowman 
said.

“The first step in that process 
is selecting and exporting other 

proteins to go in and do the 
renovations, so the carpenters, 
plumbers and roofers.”

The “bus conducted” pro-
tein allows Plasmepsin V to 
renovate other proteins, leav-
ing the bacteria free to infect 
the required cell structures.

“Without that conductor 
protein, the parasite cannot 
renovate and dies,” Cowman 
said.

“For the first time, we can 
see the exact shape of the pro-
tein, which is critical for the 
next step in developing better 
drugs,” Cowman said.

The research paper high-
lights how WEHI members 
used the Australian Synchro-
tron in Melbourne to map out 
the proteins’ structure.

News Limited reported a 
deal has been struck by WEHI 
to partner with a major phar-
maceutical company to turn the 
research into a public-accessi-
ble drug.—Xinhua

Australian scientists close to 
important malaria breakthrough
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Photo taken on 28 July, 2015 from a Kyodo News 
helicopter shows the Piper PA-46 aircraft, covered in a 
blue sheet, that crashed in a residential area in west-

ern Tokyo on 26 July. Police and the Transport Safety 
Board are investigating whether the high temperature 
that day or the load weight was behind the cause of the 
accident, which killed three people, while also looking 
into the possibility of engine trouble.—Kyodo News

Jakarta, 28 July — One person was killed and 1 hos-
pital was damaged after a strong quake of 7.2 magnitude 
rocked Papua of Indonesia earlier Tuesday, official said here.

The quake also collapsed 1 house and caused light dam-
ages on 2 other houses, Sutopo Purwo Nugroho, spokesman 
of national disaster management agency told Xinhua via 
phone. The quake struck at 04:41 am Jakarta Time Tuesday 
(21:41 GMT Monday) with epicenter at 75 km southeast 

48 Vietnamese 
rescued off 
south China 

coast
Nanning, 28 July — 

A total of 48 Vietnamese 
crew members of six cargo 
ships have been saved in 
waters off south China’s 
Guangxi Zhuang Autono-
mous Region, local border 
police said on Tuesday.

The Vietnamese ves-
sels capsized or ran aground 
on Monday afternoon in the 
sea near the city of Fang-
chenggang due to stormy 
weather and huge waves. 
Some sailors fell into water 
and some were stranded on 
a grounded ship. Local bor-
der police, together with 
maritime and fishery per-
sonnel, braved heavy rains 
and strong winds to get to 
the site Monday afternoon 
and saved 41 Vietnamese 
crews from water by Mon-
day evening.

Seven other crew 
members were saved from 
the cockpit of a grounded 
ship on Tuesday morning 
after the huge waves reced-
ed.—Xinhua

Strong quake 
kills one 
in Papua, 
Indonesia

Three killed, 13 
wounded in  

N Philippine clash
Manila, 28 July — 

Three government soldiers 
were killed and 13 oth-
ers injured in an ambush 
staged by New People’s 
Army (NPA) rebels on 
Monday night in Kalinga 
Province, which Philippine 
military declared as “insur-
gency-free” five years ago.

Brig Gen Paul Atal, 
commander of the army’s 
503rd brigade, said the re-
bels first detonated land-
mines before opening fire 
on the troops who were 
aboard three military trucks 
and on the way back to 
their base.

Atal said the incident 
occurred around 11:20 pm 
in Apatan village in Pi-
nukpuk town. He said the 
troops had been receiving 
reports about sightings of 
NPA rebels in Pinukpuk 
and in the nearby town of 
Balbalan, prompting the 
troops to conduct opera-
tions against the rebels.

However, the opera-
tion was terminated, appar-
ently after falling to have 

Cambodia panning out draft law on 
trade unions: Labour Minister

an armed engagement with 
the rebels. “They were on 
the way back to their com-
mand post when they were 
ambushed,” the official said 
of the attacked soldiers.

He said the troops 
returned fire, ensuing a 
25-minute skirmish.

“After the explosions, 
we fought back,” said Atal, 
adding that casualties of 
NPA remains unclear.

The Armed Forces de-
clared Kalinga as “insur-
gency free” in November 
2010. The insurgency free 
branding was later renamed 
by the military as “peaceful 
and ready for further de-
velopment.” At present, 
there are 60 provinces that 
were already declared as 
insurgency-free or peace-
ful and ready for further 
development. The NPA 
has been waging a guerrilla 
campaign against the gov-
ernment in the countryside 
for four decades. Military 
estimates the NPA strength 
at more than 4,000 men.

Xinhua

Phnom Penh, 28 July 
— Cambodia has almost 
completed the drafting of a 
law on trade unions, which 
will be passed by the par-
liament by the year-end, 
Labor Minister Ith Sam-
heng said on Tuesday.

“Up to now, 90 per-
cent of the law has been 
drafted,” he told reporters 
after presenting the draft 
bill to trade union leaders, 
representatives of employ-

ers and International La-
bour Organization officers.

The minister said the 
draft law would be final-
ized and sent to the Coun-
cil of Ministers next month 
and probably reached the 
parliament by the end of 
this year. “The purpose of 
this law is to protect and 
enhance the rights and 
freedoms of trade unions 
in Cambodia and is also 
to prevent any irregular  

activities conducted by un-
ionists,” said the minister.

Labour Ministry 
spokesman Heng Sour said 
the ministry has spent about 
eight years to draft this law, 
which will govern about 
3,400 trade unions operat-
ing in Cambodia, particu-
larly in 1,087 garment and 
footwear factories with 
some 700,000 workers.

The details of the draft 
law have not been released 

after the meeting.
Ath Thun, president 

of Coalition of Cambodian 
Apparel Workers Demo-
cratic Union, said his union 
was concerned that the bill 
would restrict the freedoms 
of unions.

“We still disagree with 
the draft bill that requires 
trade unions to report on 
their finances, or they will 
be de-registered or fined,” 
he said.—Xinhua

Dhaka, 28 July — Po-
lice in Bangladesh have 
arrested six suspected mil-
itants, including the chief 
of the outlawed Jamaat-ul 
Mujahideen group, as au-
thorities stiffen a crack-
down on hardline Islamists.

Bangladesh, a Mus-
lim-majority nation of 160 
million people, targeted 
the militants after ma-
chete-wielding attackers 
this year hacked to death 

three online critics of reli-
gious extremism, including 
American blogger Avijit 
Roy.

Police also seized 
explosives and other 
bomb-making materials 
during overnight raids on 
the militants’ hideouts in 
the capital, Monirul Islam, 
joint commissioner of the 
detective branch of Dhaka 
police, said on Tuesday.

“During the raids we 

Bangladesh police arrest six in crackdown 
on Islamist groups

arrested six militants, in-
cluding the head of Isla-
mist outfit Jamaat-ul-Muja-
hideen,” he added.

Indian security of-
ficials uncovered a plot 
against Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina in 
October, after two mem-
bers of the group were 
killed in an explosion while 
building bombs in the state 
of West Bengal, which bor-
ders Bangladesh.

The banned Ja-
maat-ul-Mujahideen was 
thought to have been lying 
low after facing action by 
authorities following its 
detonation of nearly 500 
bombs across the country 
almost simultaneously on a 
single day in 2005.

Its militants later car-
ried out attacks on sever-
al courthouses, killing 25 
people and injuring hun-
dreds.—Reuters

Fuel weight, heat may have led to 
plane crash in Tokyo

Tokyo, 28 July — The 
small plane that crashed in 
a residential area in west-
ern Tokyo on Sunday was 
likely close to its weight 
limit as it was carrying five 
times as much fuel as need-
ed, transport ministry offi-
cials said on Tuesday.

In addition, tempera-
tures of around 34 C around 
the time of the aircraft’s 
takeoff could have reduced 
the power of the plane’s en-
gine and prevented it from 
gaining altitude, according 
to aviation sources.

The Piper PA-46 air-
craft crashed around 11 am 
Sunday, less than a minute 
after taking off from the 
Chofu Airfield. 

The crash killed the 
pilot Taishi Kawamura, 
and two others believed to 

be Nozomi Suzuki, a resi-
dent at the crash site and 
All Nippon Airways Co 
employee Mitsuru Hayak-
awa, though police would 
not verify this. Five others 
were injured.

Police and the Trans-
port Safety Board are in-
vestigating whether the 
high temperature or the 
load weight was behind the 
cause of the accident while 
also looking into the possi-
bility of engine trouble.

The aircraft, which 
was scheduled to make 
a one-hour flight to Izu 
Oshima Island about 100 
kilometres south, was car-
rying enough fuel (about 
280 kilograms) for a five-
hour flight, according to 
the flight plan submitted by 
the pilot.

The theoretical weight 
limit for the 1,200 kg air-
craft was 1,950 kg. The fuel 
along with the five men on 
board and their luggage is 
likely to have brought the 
total weight of the plane to 
over 1,850 kg.

A ministry official said 
it is possible the aircraft 
was fueled for a round trip 
and given extra fuel.

Single-engine propel-
ler aircraft like the Piper 
PA-46 tend to drastically 
lose power when the out-
side temperature rises to 
around 35 C, the aviation 
sources said. Little wind 
and the 800-metre runway 
at Chofu Airfield may have 
also made it difficult for the 
plane to gain altitude bear-
ing in mind its heavy load, 
they said.—Kyodo News

Mamberamoraya of Papua, an official of the agency me-
teorology and geophysics agency said. The shakes of the 
quake were felt at 4 MMI (Modified Mercally Intensity) in 
Sarmi, 3 MMI in Sentani, 2 to 3 MMI in Jayapura, Wame-
na and Biak, the official said. The US Geological Survey 
reported earlier that the quake was detected to be 7.0 mag-
nitude. Indonesia is prone to quake as it sits on a vulnerable 
quake- hit zone called “the pacific Ring of Fire.”—Xinhua
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Weather report
BAY INFERENCE: According to the observa-
tions at (13:30) hrs MST today, the depression over 
Northeast Bay of Bengal almost stationary and it is 
centered at about (90)miles West-Southwest of Chit-
tagong (Bangladesh), (140)miles West-Northwest of 
Maungdaw (Myanmar) and (190)miles Northwest of 
Sittwe (Myanmar). Monsoon is strong to Vigorous in 
the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal.
FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF 
THE 29th July, 2015: Rain or thundershowers will 
be widespread in the whole country with likelihood 
of regionally heavy falls in Magway, Bago and 
Yangon Regions, Chin, Rakhine and Mon States 
and isolated heavy falls in Sagaing, Mandalay, Ay-
eyawady and Taninthayi Regions. Degree of cer-
tainty is (100%).

Claims Day Notice
MV panja bhum VOY No (058n)
Consignees  of cargo carried on MV panja 

bhum VOY No (058n) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 29.7.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of a.w.p.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s wan hai lines pte ltd
Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV FSL SANTOS VOY No (0009S)
Consignees  of cargo carried on MV FSL SAN-

TOS VOY No (0009S) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 29.7.2015 and cargo will 
be discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s china shipping lines
Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV ASIATIC GLORY VOY No (008S)
Consignees  of cargo carried on MV ASIATIC 

GLORY VOY No (008S) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 29.7.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s INTERASIA LINES
Phone No: 2301185

Bank Holiday
All Banks will be 

closed on 31st July (Fri-
day) 2015, “Full Moon of 
Waso” being public Holi-
day, Under the Negotiable 
Instruments Act. 

Central Bank of Myanmar

Herdsmen pulling camels attend the opening ceremony of the 13th Nadam 
Fair in Sunite Right Banner, Xilingol League, north China’s Inner Mongolia 

Autonomous Region, on 28 July, 2015. Nadam is a mass traditional Mongolian 
festival where people celebrate harvests and pray for good luck. During the 

three-day event, activities including archery, wrestling, horse racing and folk 
performance will be held.—Xinhua

STATE OF THE SEA: Frequently squalls with 
rough seas will be experienced off and along Myan-
mar Coasts. Surface wind speed in squalls may reach 
(40 - 45) m.p.h.
OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: 
Continuation of increase of rain in the Coastal areas.
FORECAST FOR NAY PYI TAW AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 29th July, 2015: Some rain 
or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (100%).
FORECAST FOR YANGON AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 29th July, 2015: Some rain 
or thundershowers which may be heavy at times.  
Degree of certainty is (100%).
FORECAST FOR MANDALAY AND NEIGH-
BOURING AREA FOR 29th July, 2015: Some rain 
or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (100%).

Tokyo, 28 July — Scorching temperatures saw 7,392 
people rushed to hospitals across Japan with heatstroke or 
heat exhaustion in the week through on Sunday, up over 
1,000 from the week before, with three people dying on 
the way, government data showed on Tuesday. On Sunday 
alone, 1,534 were taken to hospitals as the mercury topped 
35 C at 129 locations — the largest number this summer — 
according to the Japan Meteorological Agency. The latest 
tally brought the total since 19 May to 21,865, compared 
with 20,524 in the same period last year.—Kyodo News

Over 7,000 people rushed to hospitals 
amid summer heat last week

US softens view of Malaysia, 
Cuba in human trafficking report

Washington, 28 July 
— The United States took 
Malaysia off its list of worst 
offenders in human traffick-
ing on Monday, removing a 
potential barrier to a signa-
ture Asia-Pacific trade pact 
despite opposition from hu-
man rights groups and nearly 
180 US lawmakers.

The US State Depart-
ment’s annual Trafficking in 
Persons report also upgraded 
Cuba from its lowest rank 
for the first time since it was 
included in the annual report 
in 2003.

South Sudan, Burun-
di, Belize, Belarus and Co-
moros were downgraded 
to the lowest rank, Tier 3, 
where Thailand remained 
for a second year, alongside 
countries with some of the 
world’s worst trafficking re-
cords, including Iran, North 
Korea and Zimbabwe.

Egypt was downgrad-
ed, to the so-called “Tier 2 
Watch List” status, while 
Cuba, Saudi Arabia and Uz-
bekistan were upgraded to 
“Tier 2 Watch List.”

Malaysia’s expected 

upgrade to the “Tier 2 Watch 
List” from Tier 3 removes a 
potential barrier to President 
Barack Obama’s signature 
12-nation Trans Pacific Part-
nership trade agreement, 
or TPP, which Washington 
hopes to conclude this year.

Congress approved leg-
islation in June giving Oba-
ma expanded trade negotiat-
ing powers, but prohibiting 
“fast-track” approval of a 
deal that included Tier 3 
countries, as Malaysia then 
was.

After a 8 July Reuters 
report on plans to upgrade 
Malaysia, 160 members of 
the US House and 18 US 
senators wrote to Secretary 
of State John Kerry urging 
him to keep Malaysia on 
Tier 3. They said there was 
no justification for an up-
grade and questioned wheth-
er the plan was motivated by 
a desire to keep the country 
in the TPP.

US Under Secretary of 
State for Civilian Securi-
ty, Democracy and Human 
Rights Sarah Sewall rejected 
the notion that any political 

considerations had influ-
enced Malaysia’s ranking.

“No, no, no,” she told 
a news briefing when asked 
whether the upgrade was 
connected to the TPP. She 
said it was based on stand-
ards for how well Malaysia 
was dealing with trafficking.

Sewall said Malaysia 
had made efforts to reform 
its victim-protection regime 
and legal framework, and 
had increased the number of 
investigations and prosecu-
tions compared to 2013.

Even so, she said: “We 
remain concerned that low 
numbers of trafficking con-
victions in Malaysia is dis-
proportionate to the scale of 
Malaysia’s human traffick-
ing problem.”

Sewall said Cuba, with 
which Washington reestab-
lished diplomatic relations 
on 1 July after more than 50 
years of Cold War estrange-
ment, was upgraded due to 
progress in addressing sex 
trafficking, although Wash-
ington remained concerned 
about its failure to battle 
forced labour.—Reuters

Sapporo, 28 July — 
The weather agency said 
on Tuesday it has raised 
the volcanic alert for Mt 
Meakandake on Japan’s 
northern main island of 
Hokkaido due to fears of a 
possible small eruption. For 
the 1,499-metre mountain 
in Akan National Park in 
eastern Hokkaido, the Ja-
pan Meteorological Agency 
raised the alert from 1, or 

“be mindful that the volcano 
is potentially active,” to 2, or 
“do not approach the crater” 
on a five-point scale.

In response, the local 
municipalities of Kushiro 
and Ashoro restricted climb-
ing within 500 metres from 
the crater. But the alert does 
not impact a hot spring resort 
area by Lake Akan about 8 
kilometres away, the Kushi-
ro city office said.

The agency said there 
have been an increasing 
number of small volcan-
ic earthquakes around the 
mountain since Sunday, al-
though they were too slight 
to be noticed by humans. An 
aerial observation on Mon-
day and on-site investiga-
tion on Tuesday confirmed 
increased volcanic smoke 
near the crater, the agency 
added.—Kyodo News

Volcanic alert raised for Mt Meakandake in Hokkaido
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Artists perform at the Steinberg Tafelrunde during 
Rheingao Music Festival in Hattenheim, Germany, on 

25 July, 2015. The Rheingao Music Festival is held 
from 27 June to 12 September.

Xinhua

performs 1st time post split with Mayer
Katy Perry

Los Angeles, 28 July — “California 
Gurls” hitmaker Katy Perry gave a som-
bre performance after her split with 
on-and-off boyfriend John Mayer.

The 30-year-old singer per-
formed during the Starkey Hearing 
Foundation’s “So the World May 
Hear Gala” at the St Paul River Cen-
tre in Minnesota, reported E!online.

Perry wore a strapless, floor-
length ball gown for the event and 
also posed for a picture with two for-
mer US presidents, Bill Clinton and 
George W. It was reported last week 
that Perry and Mayer had called it quits 
once more. No reason was given for their 
latest split.—PTI

Tom Cruise’s 
assistant goes public 
with her boyfriend
Los Angeles, 28 July 

— Tom Cruise’s assistant 
Emily Thomas has shut 
down dating rumours with 
the “Mission Impossible: 
Rogue Nation” star after 
she posted a picture with 
her current boyfriend.

Thomas, 22, changed 
her Facebook profile pic-
ture with a photo of her and 
25-year-old partner Alex 
Roberts together, reported 
Ace Showbiz.

Joe Jackson (C), Michael Jackson’s father, and guests 
pose on the red carpet as they arrive for the screening 
of the film “Sicario’’ in competition at the 68th Cannes 

Film Festival in Cannes, southern France,  
on 19 May, 2015. —Reuters

Joe Jackson, father of Michael and 
Janet, suffers a stroke in Brazil

Sao Paulo, 28 July — 
Joe Jackson, patriarch of 
the Jackson family of mu-
sical performers, suffered a 
stroke in Brazil on Sunday 
and is being treated in a 
Sao Paulo hospital.

Jackson, who was in 
Brazil to celebrate his 87th 

birthday, was diagnosed 
with a stroke associated 
with cardiac arrhythmia, 
the Albert Einstein hospital 
said in an e-mailed state-
ment early Monday morn-
ing.

Joe was estranged 
from Michael — who be-
came one of the world’s 
most successful and best-
known performers — be-
fore his 2009 death. He 
also strayed apart from his 
wife, Katherine, and many 

Mumbai, 28 July — 
After ticking the funny 
bones of the audience with 
“Bheja Fry” and “Bheja 
Fry 2”, Bollywood direc-
tor Sagar Ballary is again 
working on his next come-
dy film that will have estab-
lished stars.

“I have a script which 
is a comedy. It is not an out-
and-out comedy film but it 
is a real situational comedy 
film where people laugh at 
situations. The scripting is 

of his other eight children.
A Press representative 

for the hospital said Jack-
son continued to undergo 

treatment on Monday.
A representative for 

Jackson could not immedi-
ately be reached.—Reutersdone and we have 

producers who are 
looking to cast suit-
able actors,” Sagar 
told PTI.

The makers are in 
talks with several actors for 
the upcoming film.

“The film will have 
one hero and two heroines. 
We are looking to cast es-
tablished actors and so the 
project is taking time as 
we need to get their dates,” 
Sagar said. 

If 
all goes 

well the pro-
ject might go on floors ear-
ly next year.

When asked if his 
good actor friend Vinay 
Pathak will be a part of this 
project, Sagar said, “No he 
is not a part of this film. But 
we are working on some-
thing for him. I don’t know 
how much time that will 
take.”  Sagar and Vinay 
have worked together in 
“Kachha Limboo” and the 
hit “Bheja Fry” series.

PTI

‘Bheja Fry’ director’s 
next a situational 
comedy

Spanish film studio hit by state 
aid probe fails to find buyer

Madrid, 28 July — 
Authorities in the Spanish 
region of Valencia failed 
on Monday to find a buyer 
for a film studio touted as 
the most modern in Europe 
but which was forced to 
close after being ordered to 
repay state aid.

The Ciudad de la Luz 
complex attracted only one 
bid at an auction, which 
failed to meet the minimum 
conditions for a sale, chief 
press spokesman for the 
Valencia regional govern-
ment, Joaquim Clemente, 
said on his Twitter feed.

Those included a base 
price of just over 94 million 
euros, according to several 
Spanish media reports.

Clemente said a sec-
ond attempt will be made 
to auction the studio, locat-
ed outside Alicante, one of 
the main seaside resorts on 
the Costa Blanca.

Ciudad de la Luz 
opened in 2005 and shot 
33 films up to 2009, ac-
cording to European Union 
data, backed by 265 mil-
lion euros ($294 million) 
of funding from Valencia’s 
regional government that 
prompted antitrust com-
plaints to Brussels from 
competitors.

The European Com-
mission upheld the com-
plaints in 2012 and ordered 
Ciudad de la Luz to repay 
the aid, leading to its assets 

being auctioned off.
These are described on 

the studio’s website as “the 
most modern ... in Europe 
(with) ... all the facilities 
and installations necessary 
for the various stages of 
the development of cine-
matographic and audiovis-
ual productions.”

In another cut-price 
auction on 17 July for now 
unviable infrastructure 
built during Spain’s boom 
years, a group of interna-
tional investors won Ci-
udad Real airport with a 
10,000 euro offer, sources 
said, the only bidder for 
a complex that cost more 
than 1 billion euros.

Reuters 

Morgan 
Freeman 
to star in 
‘Down to 
a Sunless 

Sea’
Los Angeles, 28 

July — Morgan Freeman 
will star in upcoming ac-
tion movie “Down to a 
Sunless Sea”.

Bruce Cohen and 
Freeman’s company 
Revelations, which is 
headed by Lori Mc-
Creary, are producing 
the project.

While the logline is 
under wraps, the film is 
said to be similar in tone 
with “Air Force One”.

It’s another plum 
project for Focus whose 
CEO Peter Schlessel 
won the most coveted 
title at Cannes for the 
Tom Ford-directed mov-
ie “Nocturnal Animals” 
starring Jake Gyllenhaal 
and Amy Adams, report-
ed Ace Showbiz. Free-
man, 78, will reprise his 
role as Allan Trumbull 
in “London Has Fallen” 
alongside other original 
stars like Gerard Butler, 
Aaron Eckhart, Angela 
Bassett and Robert For-
ster. The “Olympus Has 
Fallen” sequel direct-
ed by Babak Najafi is 
scheduled to be released 
on 22 January, 2016.

PTI

She met Roberts on the 
set of “Rogue Nation” and 
they have been dating for 
five months but have been 
enjoying romantic trips to 
Rome, Venice, Miami, At-
lanta and Abu Dhabi.

Rumours about Cruise, 
53, and Thomas surfaced 
ahead of a heavy promo-
tional schedule for his new 
blockbuster “Mission Im-
possible: Rogue Nation”.

PTI
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Gold coins and gold chain found in the wreckage of 
a 1715 Spanish fleet that sunk in the Atlantic off the 
Florida coast are seen in an undated handout picture 

courtesy of 1715 Fleet - Queens Jewels LLC. 
Reuters

Orlando, 28 July — 
A Florida family who has 
hunted treasure for years 
found more than $1 million 
worth of gold artefacts this 
summer from the wreckage 
of a 1715 Spanish fleet that 
sank in the Atlantic, ac-
cording to a salvage com-
pany’s estimate.

The find included 51 
gold coins of various de-
nominations and 40 feet 
(12 metres) of ornate gold 
chain, said Brent Brisben, 
whose company, 1715 
Fleet — Queens Jewels 
LLC, owns the rights to the 
wreckage.

The Schmitt family 
— parents Rick and Lisa 
and their two children and 
daughter-in-law — who 

hunt for treasure off their 
salvage vessel Aarrr Booty, 
could not immediately be 
reached for comment.

Brisben said Rick and 
Lisa’s 27-year-old son, 
Eric, found and recovered 
the pieces in June.

Brisben said he timed 
the announcement to coin-
cide with Friday’s 300th an-
niversary of the sinking of 
11 galleons brought down 
by a hurricane off the coast 
of Florida as the convoy 
was sailing from Havana to 
Spain.

Eric Schmitt found the 
artefacts in 15 feet (4-1/2 
metres) of water off Fort 
Pierce, approximately 130 
miles (210 km) north of 
Miami. 

The Spanish convoy’s 
manifests indicated the 
ships carried cargo valued 
today at about $400 mil-
lion, of which $175 million 
has been recovered, Bris-
ben said. 

His company bought 
the rights to the site in 2010 
from heirs of the legendary 
treasure hunter Mel Fisher 
and the firm allows others, 
including the Schmitts, to 
search under subcontract 
agreements.

The centrepiece of 
the Schmitt’s latest find 
is a perfect specimen of a 
coin called a royal made 
for Spain’s King Phillip V 
and dated 1715. Only a few 
royals were known to exist, 
according to a news release 
from Brisben’s company.

The gold chains are 
made of small, handcraft-
ed, two-sided links of 
six-petaled olive blossoms. 
They were called money 
chains and are believed to 
have been used as a tax-
free coinage, the news re-
lease said.

Under federal and state 
law, Florida will take pos-
session of up to 20 percent 
of the find for display in a 
state museum. Brisben’s 
company and the Schmitt 
family will split the re-
minder, Brisben said.

Reuters

Florida family finds $1 million in 
treasure from sunken Spanish armada

IOC expects US 2024 bid 
despite Boston pullout

A man walks past the Olympic rings before the opening 
of the 127th International Olympic Committee (IOC) 

session in Monaco on 8 Dec, 2014.—Reuters

Games 2024,” IOC spokes-
man Mark Adams said.

The deadline for ap-
plicant city submissions 
for the 2024 Games is 15 
September with Hamburg, 
Paris, Rome and Budapest 
already having entered the 
race.

“We are confident that 
the US will make the right 
choice and that they can still 
put forward a strong can-

Kuala Lumpur, 28 July 
— The International Olym-
pic Committee remains 
confident the United States 
will deliver a bid to host the 
2024 Summer Games de-
spite Boston’s withdrawal 
from the race on Monday.

“For the IOC this was 
always about an American 
bid put forward by the Unit-
ed States Olympic Commit-
tee,” IOC President Thomas 
Bach told reporters on the 
opening day of an Execu-
tive Board meeting in the 
Malaysian capital on Tues-
day.

“This invitation phase 
is also an opportunity to 
determine which city will 
eventually be chosen by a 
National Olympic Commit-
tee. We are confident that 
USOC (US Olympic Com-
mittee) will choose the most 
appropriate city for a strong 
US bid.”

Just hours before the 
Kuala Lumpur meeting 

opened, USOC rescinded 
Boston’s bid to host the 
2024 Games after the may-
or said his city’s taxpayers 
could not afford to host the 
large-scale event.

The news is the latest 
setback for the Olympic 
bidding process and comes 
after four cities dropped out 
of the running for the 2022 
Winter Games. 

Chinese capital and 
2008 Summer Games host 
Beijing will go head-to-
head with the little-known 
Kazakh city of Almaty for 
the right to host the 2022 
Olympics when the IOC 
elects the winner at its 128th 
Session in Malaysia later 
this week.

The IOC has since 
passed a string of reforms to 
make bidding more attrac-
tive to cities.

“USOC have made it 
clear that they would still 
very much like to see a 
US city host the Olympic 

People take part in a carnival in commemoration of the 500th anniversary of the 
establishment of the city, in Santiago de Cuba, Cuba, on 27 July, 2015.—Xinhua

Oklahoma City, 28 
July — Several earthquakes 
shook Oklahoma on Mon-
day as the state experiences 
a sharp increase in the fre-
quency of tremors linked to 
wastewater disposal from 
gas and oil drilling, includ-
ing from fracking, state and 
federal officials said.

Three of Monday’s 
quakes measured above a 
magnitude 4.0, with a 4.5 
earthquake centred just 
north of Crescent, rough-
ly 45 miles (72 km) north 
of Oklahoma City, the US 
Geological Survey (USGS) 
said. 

The largest tremor, 
logged a “significant earth-
quake” by the USGS, could 
be felt as far away as Wich-
ita, Kansas, about 160 miles 
north, broadcaster KOTV 
reported. There were no re-
ports of damage.

The rate of earthquakes 
in Oklahoma has increased 
by about 50 percent since 
2013, greatly increasing 
the chance for a damag-
ing quake, according to the 
USGS. Noticeable quakes 
— above magnitude 3.0 — 
now hit the state at a rate of 
two per day or more, com-
pared with two or so per 

year prior to 2009. During 
the past seven days, Okla-
homa has experienced about 
40 earthquakes, according 
to the USGS. 

Scientists say the seis-
mic activity is triggered by 
the injection of wastewater 
from booming oil and gas 
drilling operations into deep 
geological formations. 

The state’s oil and gas 
regulator released a direc-
tive this month expanding 
“Areas of Interest”, parts 
of the state that have been 
worst-hit by the quakes, and 
adding restrictions for 211 
disposal wells.—Reuters

More and bigger drilling-linked 
earthquakes rattle Oklahoma

didate by 15 September,” 
Adams added. Los Ange-
les Mayor Eric Garcetti has 
said his city, which hosted 
one of the most success-
ful Games in US history 
in 1984, was interested in 
taking Boston’s place. The 
United States last hosted the 
Summer Games in Atlanta 
in 1996. The IOC will elect 
a winning bid in 2017.

Reuters
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Myawady, 28 July—
The Myawady District 
Deputy Commissioner’s 
cup Sepak Takraw tour-
nament concluded on 
27 July at the township 
gymnasium.

Pyi Khaing Phyo 
team finished first, No 
3 team second and Khit 
Kyaung Thar (a) team 
third in the double regu 
event. Pyi Khaing Phyo 
team secured first place 
in the regu event, while 
Khit Kyaung Thar (a) 
team finished second and 
No 3 team third.

Deputy Commis-
sioner U Lwin Ko Oo 
and township officials 
presented victorious 
teams.

Htein Lin Aung (IPRD)

Local youths show skills in Sepak Takraw tourney

London, 28 July — 
Stoke City have signed Neth-
erlands winger Ibrahim Afel-
lay on a two-year contract, the 
Premier League club said on 
Monday. The 29-year-old, 
who has played 50 times for 
his country, left Barcelona 
at the end of last season af-
ter four years. “It’s no secret 
that Ibrahim was wanted by 
a number of clubs and we 
are understandably delight-
ed that he has chosen to join 
us,” Stoke chief executive 
Tony Scholes told the club’s 
website. “He’s clearly excited 
about the prospect of playing 
in the Premier League and the 
fact that he knows so many 
players who are already at the 
club will no doubt help him 
settle into his new surround-
ings.” Afellay started his ca-
reer with PSV Eindhoven and 
helped the Netherlands reach 
the 2010 World Cup final be-
fore joining Barca. The Span-
ish giants won the Champions 
League in 2011 but Afellay’s 
career in Spain was stalled by 
injuries and he was sent out 
on loan to Schalke 04 from 
2012-13 and Olympiakos last 
season. Afellay was Stoke’s 
eighth signing of the close 
season after Philipp Wollsc-
heid, Jakob Haugaard, Jose-
lu, Marco van Ginkel, Glen 
Johnson, Shay Given and 
Moha.—Reuters

Stoke sign 
Dutch winger 

Afellay

Ibrahim Afellay

Phnom Penh, 28 
July—The AFF U-16 
Championship 2015 con-
tinued its group match-
es at Olympic Stadium, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, 
on Tuesday. 

Myanmar thrashed 
Singapore 3-1 in the 
group (B) match. Hein 
Htet Aung scored an 
opening goal in the 12th 
minute, Win Naing Tun 
added one more for My-
anmar in the 39th minute 
and Htet Phyoe Wai net-
ted the third goal in the 
62nd minute.—GNLM

Myanmar 
secure three 

points in 
first match

Photo taken on 17 July, 2015, shows Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe announcing the government’s 

decision to scrap the initial construction plan for the 
new national stadium and devise a new one from 
scratch following public criticism over its soaring 
costs. The sports ministry said on 28 July that the 

official in charge of stadium construction will quit and 
be replaced the following week.—Kyodo News

general.
The personnel change 

comes after Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe decided to 
scrap the original stadium 
plan and devise a new one 
from scratch following 
public criticism over its 
construction costs.

The Japanese govern-
ment had originally esti-
mated the stadium’s cost 
at 130 billion yen ($1.1 
billion). However, the price 
tag almost doubled to 252 
billion yen due to rising la-
bor and material costs.

Kubo assumed his cur-
rent post in January 2012 
and was involved in ef-
forts to have Tokyo chosen 
to host the 2020 Summer 
Olympics. As head of a 
ministry bureau overseeing 
the Japan Sports Council, 
the operator of the venue, 
he was in charge of coordi-
nation with the Tokyo met-

ropolitan government and 
other parties over the total 
construction cost.

Although more than 
18 months remain until Ku-
bo’s mandatory retirement 

age, both sports minister 
Hakubun Shimomura and 
Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga did not 
clarify whether he had been 
forced out of his position 

over the stadium issue.
Shimomura empha-

sized at a Press conference 
that Kubo made “an hon-
ourable retirement to step 
aside for younger people.” 
On his own responsibility 
over the stadium, the minis-
ter said that he will humbly 
accept criticism and “build 
it in time for the Tokyo 
Olympics without creating 
a national burden.”

Suga separately only 
said, “The person with 
appointive power made a 
comprehensive judgment 
and the prime minister’s of-
fice gave its consent.”

Shimomura has said 
that the government plans 
to set up an independent 
panel to look into the pro-
cess that led to the scrap-
ping of the original plan 
and compile an interim re-
port by mid-September.

Kyodo News

Official in charge of Olympic stadium 
construction to resign

Tokyo, 28 July — 
The sports ministry said 
on Tuesday the official in 
charge of construction of 
the new national stadium 
will quit and be replaced 
next week amid criticism 
over the scrapping of an 
earlier plan to rebuild the 
centerpiece for the Tokyo 
2020 Olympics due to spi-
raling costs.

The Ministry of Ed-
ucation, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology 
said Kimito Kubo, 58, will 
resign as director general of 
the Sports and Youth Bu-
reau for personal reasons.

Effective 4 August, 
Michiyasu Takahashi, 54, 
currently the director for 
the Office for the Counsel 
for the Implementation of 
Education Rebuilding at the 
Cabinet Secretariat, will be 
appointed the new Sports 
and Youth Bureau director 

London, 28 July — 
Louis van Gaal wants to 
recruit a new galactico 
match-winner for Man-
chester United in a bid 
to fulfil his ambition of 
bringing another Pre-
mier League title to Old 
Trafford before he walks 
away from the club in two 
years.

Yet though United’s 
Dutch manager also talks 
of his side still needing 
more speed and creativi-
ty, the impact of his new 
signings on their success-
ful pre-season US tour 
persuades him he now 

has a team that is better 
equipped to launch an as-
sault on the title after fin-
ishing fourth last season.

Van Gaal, who vowed 
to stick to his promise to 
retire in 2017, cut an up-
beat figure after the tour 
win over European cham-
pions Barcelona, suggest-
ing that in his second year 
at the United helm his side 
could be ready for a more 
concerted challenge for 
major silverware.

“You want always 
more,” Van Gaal told re-
porters in San Jose.

“In my other teams 

I was already, in my first 
year, a champion so I hope 
that we can manage that in 
three years’ time.

“But when it is this 
year I am very happy. But 
I cannot say this year we 
shall be the champion. We 
have to fight for it. That is 
the most important thing. 
Until the end we have to 
challenge the number one. 
And maybe we are.

“I think that we have 
now a selection more bal-
anced than last year. The 
positions are occupied 
double. But I think we 
need still more speed in 

front and also more cre-
ativity and that is why I 
want (Angel) Di Maria to 
stay. But we don’t know 
that so we have to wait and 
see.”

Asked if it would be 
difficult to secure the sign-
ing of a creative superstar, 
Van Gaal said: “Of course. 
I can give examples of 
champions. Bayern Mu-
nich have (Franck) Ribery 
and (Arjen) Robben, Chel-
sea have (Eden) Hazard 
and Willian, speed and 
creativity.

“Real Madrid have 
(Cristiano) Ronaldo and 

(Gareth) Bale. Manches-
ter United fans want us to 
compete with these teams. 
Barcelona have Neymar 
and (Lionel) Messi.

“(Ashley) Young has 
made a fantastic season. 
(Juan) Mata the same, 
with assists and goals but 
to win the Champions 
League we need speed 
also.”

United, who have 
won all their three match-
es in America, end their 
tour on Wednesday 
against Paris St Germain 
in Chicago. 

Reuters

Van Gaal seeking galactico touch for resurgent United


