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up Russia visit

Vice president wraps

Nay Py1 Taw, 21 June — Vice President U Nyan Tun headed home after meeting with Myanmar
embassy staff and scholarsin Moscow on Saturday. He was seen off at Moscow’ s Domodedovo airport
by Myanmar Ambassador to Russia U Tin Yu and officials. The vice president and his entourage arrived
in Y angon on Sunday. He was welcomed at the airport by Y angon Region Chief Minister U Myint Swe,
the Russian Ambassador to Myanmar and officials.

MNA

1. The second Myanmar-EU Human Rights Dialogue
was held in Nay Pyi Taw on 18 June 2015. The Dialogue
was preceded by a Civil Society Forum on 17 June in
Yangon, where the human rights situation in both the
EU and Myanmar was discussed with civil society and
human rights defenders, as well as by bilateral meetings
with various stakeholders.

2. The second Myanmar-EU Human Rights Dialogue was
opened by His Excellency U WunnaMaung Lwin, Union
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Union
of Myanmar and the European Union’s Special Repre-
sentative for Human Rights, Stavros Lambrinidis, and
was co-chaired by the Permanent Secretary of the Myan-
mar Ministry of Foreign Affairs, U Aung Lynn and the
Head of Delegation of the European Union, Ambassador
Roland Kobia. Union Minister for President Office (3) U
Soe Thane and Union Minister for President Office (4) U

Joint Press Release

Myanmar and the European Union (EU) hold second
bilateral Human Rights Dialogue

Aung Min also witnessed the opening, as well as the Dep-
uty Minister for Defence, Commodore Aung Thaw and the
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U Tin Oo Lwin.

3. During the dialogue, both sides reaffirmed their com-
mitment to continued and strengthened dial ogue and coop-
eration in the field of human rights on the basis of shared
values and international human rights standards. The EU
underlined its strong commitment to continue supporting
Myanmar’s democratic transition and reforms and to fur-
ther deepen bilateral ties on this basis.

4. The day-long discussion covered thefull range of human
rights issues, including prisoners of conscience and im-
proving conditions of detention, land rights, labour rights,
migration and the human rights of migrants, non-dis-
crimination, the legal framework for the fight against in-
tolerance and the protection of minorities in the EU and
Myanmar, human rights cooperation in international hu-

man rights fora and the ratification of core human rights
treaties. During the dialogue, both sides exchanged best
practices and provided updates on ongoing efforts to
strengthen the protection and promotion of human rights.

5. On migration, the two sides discussed the main chal-
lenges and lessons learned from recent events in the
Mediterranean and the Andaman Sea, agreeing on the
importance of saving lives and protecting the human
rights of the affected populations. The EU welcomed
and encouraged regiona initiatives to combat people
smuggling and human trafficking in countries of origin,
transit and destination and to provide necessary assis-
tance. The EU underlined the importance of addressing
the root causes of irregular migration in national and re-
gional contexts, including economic factors and human
rights concerns.
(Seepage3)
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Day of Yoga with a demonstration of
500 enthusiasts in Yangon

By Ye Myint

YaNGoN, 21 June— As
part of celebrations around
the world marking the inau-
gura International Day of
Yoga, yoga enthusiasts per-
formed a demonstration of
yoga postures a Thuwunna
Indoor Stadium in Yangon
on Sunday morning.

Some 500 people main-
ly drawn from yoga centres
in Yangon took part in the
demonstration of the ancient
Indian practice aimed at
showing local observance of
the specid day designated by
the United Nations.

Men, women and chil-
dren ranging in age from
five to 65bent and twisted
their bodies in unison at the
mass sesson. Among the
more than 3,000 attendees
including  schoolchildren
were Deputy Minigter for
Sports U Zaw Win and the
Indian ambassador to My-
anmar Mr. Gautam Muk-
hopadyaya, Yangon Com-
mand Commander Mg-Gen
Tun Tun Naung and offi-
cids. “Yoga means unity
of mind and body, thought
and action, restraint and ful-
fillment, harmony between

man and nature’, said the
Indian Ambassador in his
welcome remarks, adding
that yoga is an exercise and
aform of meditetion. In his
welcome address, the dep-
uty sports minister said that
the ministry is pleased to see
the widespread popularity of
practicing yoga among My-
anmar enthusiasts.

Myanmar was one of
177 countries to vote in fa
vour of Indian Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s pro-
posa a the United Nations
Genera Assembly last year
for aworld Yoga Day. The
United Nations declared 21
June, the longest day of the
year in the Northern Hemi-

sphere, as the Internationa
Day of Yogathrough areso-
Iution in December 2014.
“Yoga is good thing.
Everyone regardiess of age
should do it", said Wai Lu
Kyaw, an award-winning
movie star who was invited
to give remarks on yoga a
the public event, suggest-
ing schoolchildren do yoga
for attaining peak fitness
when they grow up. Similar
IDY celebrations were held
simultaneoudy across the
worldin morethan 251 cities
of 192 countries. Accord-
ing to the Indian Embassy, a
similar yogaevent took place
a Mandalar Thiri Footbdl

Stadium in Mandday.

Y ANGON, 21 June— NoO
suspected cases of Middle
East Respiratory Syndrome
have been reported in My-
anmar despite outbreaks of
the potentialy fatal virus
in neighbouring countries,
Dr Soe Lwin Nyein, Direc-
tor-General of the Depart-
ment of Public Health under
the Health Ministry, said on
Sunday.

MERS is a vird res
piratory illness caused by
a coronavirus that was first
identified in Saudi Arabia
in 2012. It is believed that
humans can be infected
through direct or indirect
contact with infected drom-
edary camels in the Middle
East.

To prevent any out-
bresk of MERS in Myan-

Myanmar celebrates International No MERS cases found in Myanmar

By Khaing Thanda Lwin
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Surveillance activities on infectious disease
like MERS-CoV virus being carried out
at international airport by well-trained
staff —PHOTO: HTTPS://WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/
MyaNnMARCDC

mar, the health ministry is
monitoring every point of
entry into the country for
thevirus, especialy in Yan-
gon, Mandalay, the capital
Nay Pyi Taw and NyaungU

# Yyoga protocol including

at Thuwunna National

500 yoga enthusiasts
perform a common

prescribed asanasin
the presence of more
than 3,000 spectators

Indoor Stadiumin
Yangon on Sunday.
Paorto: YE MYINT

international  arports, Dr
Soe Lwin Nyen said.
“Waibargi Speciadist Hos-
pital in Yangon, Kandaw
Nadi Hospita in Manda
lay, a 1,000-bed hospital in
Nay Pyi Taw and Nyaun-
gU Hospitadl are on call
for treatment of suspected
patients,” he said, adding
that the country’s national
health laboratory in Y angon
can provide test results for
thevirusin 24 hours.
Currently, there is no
cure or specific treatment
for MERS but the virus
(Seepage 3)
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Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker meets locals in Bago Region

Puyu, 21 June —
Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw
Thura U Shwe Mann met
with local people in Kyauk-
kyi Township at the meet-
ing hall of township general
administration department
office on Saturday.

At the meeting, the
speaker said that education,
health, transportation and
regional development in
Kyaukkyi have improved,
and the Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw, the Union Govern-
ment and the Region Gov-
ernment are cooperating
for regional development
in Kyaukkyi. In conclu-
sion, the speaker urged all
to make exerted efforts
maintain stability and the
rule of law in the township
and government employees
to assume the township as
their native and work for
development.

Then, chairmen of
the township development
supporting committee and
the township development
affairs committee and lo-
cal people reported to the
speaker on  education,
transportation and health
requirements for hilly ar-
eas in the township, farm-
land issues, environmental
conservation, right to vote

s

Speaker of Pyithu Hluttaw Thura U Shwe Mann meets with local people in
Kyaukkyi, Bago Region, and urges them to work for development of

in elections and issuance
of citizenship  registra-
tion cards and agricultural
loans.

After the meeting,
the speaker inspected Nat-
thankwin station hospital
and provide cash for pa-
tients.

Afterwards, the speak-
er met with local people
of Penwegon town at the
high school. At the meet-
ing, the speaker explained
the development efforts of
authorities and invited local

their region.—mNa

to report any requirement
for regional development.

Officials of township
development  supporting
committee, town elders, ed-
ucation staff and local peo-
ple reported to the speaker
on requirements for devel-
opment.

The speaker fulfilled
the requirements and the
meeting conclude with re-
marks by the speaker.

Afterwards, the speak-
er inspected Tawkywein
station hospital and provid-

Nay Py1 Taw, 21 June
— Chairman of the Ad-
ministrative  Supporting
Committee for Rehabili-
tation ofKokang Self-Ad-
ministered Zone in Shan
State Union Minister at the
President Office U HlaTun
arrived at Laukkai by Air
Force helicopter on Satur-
day.

Then, the union min-
ister attended the ceremo-
ny to hand over assistance
of the union government
at the city hall and made a
speech.

He said that stability
and tranquility was under-
mined in the zone and local
people suffered losses of
lives and property due to
violence attacks of Kokang
insurgents.

According to the un-
ion minister, the govern-
ment, while restoring sta-
bility on the one hand, has
formed an administrative
supporting committee to
speed up implementation
of tasks for reconstruction
Lof education, health and so-

Rehabilitation tasks carried |
out in Kokang area

cioeconomic conditions for
people who have returned to
the self-administered zone
and the committee will find
out ways and means to ful-
fill the needs of local more
effectively by studying con-
ditions on the ground.

Then, he urged local
people to cooperate with the
govemment.

Afterwards, the union
minister, the chief minister
of Shan State and officials
presented assistance to a lo-
cal people who accepted on
behalf of locals.

Later, Military Admin-
istrative Region Command-
er Col Saw MyintOo report-
ed on the union minister and
party on work done during
the military administration
in the zone.

After hearing the re-
port, the union minister said
that national unity is impor-
tant for peaceful and devel-
oped stage after building
favourable economic, po-
litical and social conditions
desired by the union in suc-
cessive eras and urged local

people to cooperate with
authorities.

Then, the union minis-
ter attended a ceremony to
present assistance for locals
at Kokang High School.

The union minister
also inspected Yanlonkyan
gate at Myanmar-China
border and NO. 14 Military
Hospital.

On Sunday, the union
minister visited the mili-
tary hospital in Lashio and
comforted the patients, be-
fore organizing a meeting
of the committee with its
members in Lashio.

The committee has
provided 7,080 bags of
rice, 2,900 viss of edible
oil, 22,500 viss of pulses
and over K 2 billion worth
of household goods.

Those wish to do-
nate for reconstruction of
Kokang Self-Administered
Zone can contact Secretary
Deputy Minister U Phone
Swe of Social Welfare, Re-
lief and Resettlement at 09-
5052352.

MNA

ed cash for patients, before
paying homage to monks at
a monastery in Tawkywein.

At the monastery, the
speaker met with local peo-
ple and fulfilled their re-
quirements, before inspect-
ing inter-village roads.

Then, the speaker pre-
sented cash donation for
temporary  building for
a post primary school in
Naungbo Village.

The speaker warm-
ly greeted local people in
villages along his tour and
attended to their needs.
The speaker was accompa-
nied by Bago Region Chief
Minister U Nyan Win, the
speaker of the Region Hlut-
taw, Hluttaw representa-
tives and officials.

MNA

Speaker of Amyotha
Hluttaw on tour of
Pyawbwe and Yamethin

NAY Py1 Taw, 21 June
— Speaker of Amyotha
Hluttaw U Khin Aung
Myin, on Sunday, opened a
monastic school in Pyawb-
we town. On the occasion,
the speaker pointed out
that in the times of Myan-
mar kings, offspring of the
rulers and the ruled had to
pursue their education at
the monasteries and they
had ability to build a strong
empire in the south-east
Asia region. And, during
the colonial period mon-
asteries played a crucial
role in cultivating nation-
alist fervor. National leader
General Aung San in his
young age attended monas-
tic school. He also said that

A R
Speaker of Amyotha Hluttaw U Khin Aung

while the State is render-
ing assistance to monastic
education schools, people
on their part are to give a
helping hand to endurance
of these schools. A total of
ten teachers are teaching
235 students from Grade
I to Grade VIII at Hman-
han Monastic Education
School in Pyawbwe.

In the afternoon the
same day, the speaker
went to Yamethin hospital
and donated glasses to pa-
tients with eye complaint.
At the hospital about 2000
people with eye complaint
were treated under the
sponsorship of Chairman
U Khin Shwe of Zaygabar
Group.—MNA

Myint puts a glass on an elderly man at Yamethin
People’s Hospital.—mNa

Mandalay government meets for
speedy urbanization

ManpaLay, 21 June—
The Mandalay Region gov-
ernment on Sunday had a
meeting with authorities
of its townships to discuss
how to speed up its acceler-
ating socioeconomic drive.

Union Minister U Soe
Thane urged departmental
officials to overcome diffi-

culties arising from the im-
plementation of urban de-
velopment projects through
negotiations.

Union Minister U Tin
Naing Thein stressed the
importance of developing
human resources, which
he said were central to so-
cioeconomic growth of the

whole country. He urged
officials to encourage plans
for education, health and
vocational training.
Officials gave progress

reports on infrastructural
development activities in
townships.

Tin Maung (Mandalay
Subprinting House)

Myanmar delegation attends
International conference on prevention
of food losses and wastage

Nay Pyr Taw, 21 June
— Myanmar delegation
led by Union Minister for
National Planning and Eco-
nomic Development Dr
Kan Zaw attended an inter-
national conference on pre-
vention of food losses and
wastage, poverty reduction

and prevention of famine
held from 16 to 19 June in
the Hague, Netherlands.
The union minister, to-
gether with Deputy Minis-
ter Dr Aung Myat Oo, took
part in high level round
table discussions and the
delegation visited fruits and

vegetables wholesale centre
and seed production compa-
nies during the trip. The del-
egation attended the closing
ceremony of the conference
on 19 June. During the trip,
the delegation held discus-
sions with officials from
Netherlands.—MNA
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Myanmar and the European Union
(EU) hold ...

(from page 1)
6. Both sides also provided updates on the legal framework
for the protection of persons belonging to minorities and
ongoing efforts to promote non-discrimination, including
in the context of Roma in EU Member States and the sit-
uation in Rakhine State. The four bills on the *’protection
of race and religion’” were also raised by the EU. Human
rights being universal and inalienable, the EU reiterated its
concerns over the proposed legislation with Myanmar’s
international human rights obligations. In this context, both
sides agreed on the need to fight intolerance and incitement
to hatred and violence in order to ensure the full enjoyment

of human rights for persons belonging to minorities, including
freedom of religion and belief.

7. On land rights, the two sides agreed on the importance of
public consultations towards developing an effective legal
framework coveringaccessto land, security of tenure for small
holder farmers and the resolution of land disputes.

8. On labour rights, both sides committed to continue coop-
eration in the framework of the “Initiative to Promote Fun-
damental Labour Rights and Practices” which the EU joined
in May 2015. Myanmar and the EU discussed the need for
a strengthened legal framework for labour rights as well as
improved law enforcement in order to promote responsible
investment and equitable economic growth.

9. Both delegations agreed that 2015 will be a landmark year
in Myanmar’s democratisation process with general elections
taking place later this year. The EU expressed its expectation

that elections will be inclusive, credible and transparent.
Myanmar reiterated its unwavering determination to con-
duct free and fair elections in accordance with international
standards and expressed appreciation of the EU’s recent
exploratory mission thatassessed the feasibility of sendingan
EU Election Observation Mission later this year.

10. Myanmar and the EU discussed a wide range of mul-
tilateral issues to help deepen mutual understanding, and
to enhance cooperation. The EU welcomed Myanmar’s
ongoing cooperation with the OHCHR in the field of human
rights and encouraged Myanmar to allow the opening of a
country office.

11. While the issue of human rights will continue to be a
key aspect of the permanent dialogue between Myanmar
and the EU, both sides agreed that the next formal dialogue
round should be held in Brussels in 2016.

Senior Officials’ Meeting For
the 7" CLMV Summit

Nay Pyr Taw, 22 June
— The Government of the

Appointment of ambassador

agreed on

Degree from the Univer-
sity of Basel. He joined

York. From 2003 to 2010,
he served as the Head of
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The Senior Officials’ Meeting for the 7" CLMV Summit in progress.—MNA

Nay Py1 Taw, 21 June
— The Senior Officials’
Meeting for the 7" CLMV
Summit was held in Nay
Pyi Taw, MICC | on 21
June 2015 with the active
participation of SOM Lead-
ers from the Kingdom of
Cambodia, the Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic,
the Republic of the Union

ist Republic of Viet Nam.
The Senior Officials
discussed the Draft Pro-
visional Agenda of the
CLMV Foreign Ministers’
Meeting and the Draft
Provisional Agenda for
the CLMV Summit. They
agreed to submit the Draft
Provisional Agendas of the
Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
and the CLMV Summit to

the next Foreign Ministers’
Meeting to be held on 22
June 2015.

They also discussed
thoroughly on the Draft
Joint Statement of the 7"
CLMV Summit and agreed
to submit the outcome doc-
ument to the upcoming For-
eign Ministers’ Meeting to
be held on 22 June 2015 in

Republic of the Union of
Myanmar has agreed to the
appointment of H.E. Mr.
Paul R. Seger as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Switzer-
land to the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar with
residence in Yangon.

Mr. Paul R. Seger was
born in December 1958 in
Basel. He obtained Law

the Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs of Switzer-
land as Legal Officer in the
Directorate of Internation-
al Law in 1983. He then
served in various capacities
in the Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs, and was
also assigned to various
postings in Swiss Embas-
sies/Missions in Kinshasa,
Buenos Aires and New

Directorate of Internation-
al Law and Legal Advisor
of the Federal Department
of Foreign Affairs of Swit-
zerland. Since June 2010,
he has been serving as Per-
manent Representative of
Switzerland to the United
Nations in New York. Mr.
Paul R. Seger is married
and has two sons.

MNA

Senior Officials’ Meeting for the
6" ACMECS Summit

Nay Pyr Taw, 21
June — The Senior Of-
ficials’ Meeting for the
6" Ayeyawady-Chao
Phraya-Mekong Econom-
ic Cooperation Strategy
Summit was held in Nay
Pyi Taw MICC-1 on 21
June 2015 with the par-

ers from the Kingdom of
Cambodia, the Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Repub-
lic, the Republic of the
Union of Myanmar, the
Kingdom of Thailand and
the Socialist Republic of
Viet Nam.

The Senior Officials
discussed in details on

the Drafts of Nay Pyi
Taw  Declaration and
ACMECS Plan of Ac-
tion (2016-2018) and
agreed to submit to the
upcoming Foreign Minis-
ters” Meeting to be held
on 22 June in Nay Pyi
Taw.

MNA

of Myanmar and the Social-

Nay Pyi Taw.—MNA ticipation of SOM lead-

Nay Pyr Taw, 21 June —
Myanmar Posts and Telecom-
munications is planning to pro-
vide service to people through
its brand shops. It has opened its
shops in Yangon and Mandalay.
The fifth shop was opened Sat-
urday in Nay Pyi Taw Myoma P
market. Prepaid top up cards,
E-load, and SIM cards manufac-
tured by MPT will be available
at the shop. The shop will also
provide services regarding ser-
vice concerning with the phones,
applying ADSL Internet lines,
installing auto telephones, and
lost and damage of MPT SIM
cards. These services will be
provided as a one-stop service
with the fixed prices. Currently,
there are five shops in Yangon
and two in Mandalay. MPT is
planning to open two shops each
in states and regions. For further
information, please contact 067-
422884 —MNA

Prepaid top up cards, SIM cards available
at MPT Brand Shop in Nay Pyi Taw

No MERS cases

found ...

(from page 1)
does not seem to pass easily from
® person to person unless there is
close contact.

Most infected patients de-
veloped a severe acute respira-
tory illness with symptoms such
as fever, cough and shortness of
breath, Prof Dr Zaw Lynn Aung
said.

Doctors advise people, par-
ticularly healthcare providers, to
wash their hands often with soap
to reduce the spread of virus in-
fection.

A total of 26 countries in-
cluding South Korea, China,
the Philippines, Malaysia and
Thailand have reported cases of
MERS. Approximately 36% of
reported patients with MERS
have died. —GNLM
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World Vision conducts workshop
on human trafficking in Mandalay

MaNDALAY, 21 June —
A total of 80 people — 15
men and 65 women - from
watch groups in Mandalay
participated in a workshop
on human trafficking
organized by World Vision
on Sunday. Sub-inspector
Ne Aung Kyaw of the anti-

human trafficking squad
gave accounts of the history
of human trafficking, the
difference between human
trafficking and human
smuggling, the difficulties
faced by migrants, human
trafficking  laws  and
measures being taken in

Myanmar to curb human
trafficking. The workshop
was aimed at preventing

human trafficking and
protecting  children by
enhancing the capacity

of anti-human trafficking
members.
Tin Maung (Mandalay)

Village in Tatkon Tsp gets
upgraded high school

TatkoN, 21 June —
An affiliated high school

in  Taungbotha village

in  Tatkon  Township,
Mandalay  Region, in
central Myanmar was

upgraded to a full-fledged
high school on Saturday.

Parliament representative
U Maung O, members of
the Nay Pyi Taw Council
and the district education
officer officially opened the
school, which was built in
1957 as a primary school.
It became a middle school

in 1955 and was upgraded
to an affiliated school in
1998. Located on 5.26
acres of land, the school
accommodates nearly 500
students from eight nearby
villages.

Tin Soe Lwin

Full version of Myanmar text-to-speech software set to be released in December

By Khaing Thanda Lwin

YANGON, 21 June—The
full version of a Myanmar
text-to-speech solution for
visually impaired people
is scheduled to be released
in December, U Min Maun
Maung, a developer from
the Solve Circle Software
Development Team, said
Saturday.

Myanmar,
China eye
trans-border
economic
cooperation

MaNDALAY, 21 June
— A Myanmar delegation
comprising Advisor to the
President Office U Zaw
Oo, Shan State Planning
and Economics Minister
U Aung Kyaw Nyunt,
Myanmar Counselor
General U Aung Kyaw Oo
and Myanmar businessmen
participated in a meeting
to conduct a survey on
trans-border economic
cooperation. The meeting
was held in Kumming,
Yunnan Province, recently
and it focused on the swift
flow of commodities in the
border region, preventing
illegal trade and promoting
trade.
Maung Pyi Thu Mandalay

At an event
for introducing the
development of the

program called MyTTS,
the team showcased the
latest developments of the
text-to-speech system on
Microsoft Word, Notepad
and Webpage.

Thanks to the sofware,
the blind can overcome
difficulties in  reading
digital text in the Myanmar

Myingyan dwellers team up

MyINGYAN, 21 June —
People living in Myingyan
gathered rubbish along
the road leading to Bagan-
NyaungU on Saturday.
Organized by Myingyan
District Administration
Department governmental
staff, membersofawomen’s
affairs  organization, a
maternal and child welfare
association, the Red Cross
Society, and a local fire
brigade gathered plastic
rubbish, which destroys
the soil and blocks drains
in monsoon season. Not
only in Myingyan but also
in Taungtha, Nwatogyi
and Nganzon in Mandalay
Region, rubbish was
gathered with the efforts
of governmental staff.
Authorities are planning to
organize all the people to
participate in the activities.

Zaw Min Naing

(Myingyan)

language on a computer,
but some difficulties
remain such as articulation
and grammar rules, the
developer said.

Around 1996, the blind
started using JAWS, the
most widely used screen
reader on the Windows
platform, but it supports
English only. Nowadays,
the blind also use the open
source NVDA  screen

reader, but it too does not
support Myanmar text.

“The NVDA software
build in the Myanmar
language will be available
at a time when the full
version is released, with the
team planning to release
the app on the international
Day of Persons with
Disabilities which falls on
3 December,” U Min Maun
Maung said.

Under the organization
of the Myanmar National
Association for the
Blind, the team has been
developing MyTTS
since later 2013 with the
assistance of the Nippon
Foundation, aiming to
promote reading  skills
of people, especially the
blind.

“This app can help
the blind themselves know

G E

Myanmar texts in e-mail
and webpages without the
help of others,” said U
Aung Ko Myint, chairman
of the Myanmar National
Association for the Blind,
who said “there will be no
blind on the internet”.
According to  the
country’s latest census, half
of people with disabilities
are blind.
GNLM

to clean road
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Modi seeks to turn yoga record on its
head as Indla stretches soft power

New Derni, 21 June
— Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi led tens of
thousands of people in a
yoga session in the centre
of the capital on Sunday to
showcase the country’s sig-
nature cultural export, which
has prompted criticism of
fomenting social divisions
at home.

The ancient Hindu dis-
cipline which has become
an estimated $27 billion (17
billion pounds) industry in
the United States is being
celebrated across the world
as an International Yoga
Day which Modi pushed for
soon after taking power last
year.

More than 35,000 peo-
ple, clad in white, rolled out
yoga mats at Rajpath, a cer-
emonial boulevard in Delhi,
to perform 21 aasanas, or
postures, that were kicked
off by a prayer and chants
of Om.

Modi, clad in loose kur-
ta and trousers with a scarf
depicting the colours of the
Indian flag, also joined in
the demonstrations, working
on various parts of the body
such as the neck and the
spine. It ended with some
light meditation.

“This program is only
about human welfare, about
freeing the universe from
stress and about spreading

India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi performs yoga with others during a yoga
camp to mark the International Day of Yoga, in New Delhi, India,
on 21 June, 2015.—REUTERS

the message of love, peace,
unity and goodwill,” Modi
said in a speech before the
35-minute session that was
being marked across the
country. But activists and
minority groups say Modi’s
hardline Hindu nationalists
are trying to force yoga on
minority groups and schools.
Others said they prac-
tised the ancient discipline
in any case in their personal
lives and didn’t need Modi
to tell them what to do.
“This is about the mind

and the body. Let us not play
politics with yoga,” Arvind
Kejriwal, the chief minister
of Delhi and a bitter Modi
foe, said after taking part in
the Delhi event.

More than 170 coun-
tries including the United
States and France are ex-
pected to join in mass yoga
gatherings. Indian Foreign
Minister Sushma Swaraj
will lead the event in New
York’s Times Square.

Yoga, a discipline that
dates back thousands of

years, has gained immense
international ~ prominence
over the last several decades
as a holistic regime for the
mind and body.

Modi set up a yoga
ministry last year as part of
efforts to reignite interest in
its country of birth.

The government has
also applied to the Guin-
ness World Records to re-
cord Sunday’s event as the
largest gathering of people
doing yoga together in the
capital.—Reuters

South Korea reports three new MERS
cases, Thailand says none

SeouL / THAILAND, 21
June — South Korea report-
ed three new cases of Middle
East Respiratory Syndrome
on Sunday, bringing the total
to 169 in the largest outbreak
outside Saudi Arabia, but
Thailand said it had no new
infections.

South Korea’s Health
Ministry late on Saturday
reported the 25" fatality, a
patient who had suffered a
heart ailment and diabetes.
The outbreak was first con-
firmed on 20 May but seems
to have leveled off, the min-
istry said on Friday.

Thailand, which dis-
covered its first case last
week, says 175 people were
exposed to its single patient,
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with no new infections re-
ported so far. “We can con-
firm that there are no new
MERS patients,” said Health

7N }
A man wearing a mask to prevent contracting Middle
East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS) rides on an

escalator in Seoul, South Korea, on 19 June, 2015.
REUTERS

Minister Rajata Rajatanavin
as he led reporters on a tour
of Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi
airport to show health and

safety measures that have
been put in place, including
thermoscans for passengers.
Bangkok is one of the re-
gion’s main aviation hubs
and tourism accounts for 10
percent of the Thai econo-
my. Thai tourism minister
Kobkarn  Wattanavrangkul
said tourism had not been
hit. MERS was first iden-
tified in humans in Saudi
Arabia in 2012 and the ma-
jority of cases have been in
the Middle East. Scientists
are not sure of the origin of
the virus, but several studies

have linked it to camels.
Isolated cases have
cropped up in Asia before

South Korea’s outbreak.
Reuters

Rising unemployment
piles up problems for
Indonesian president

JAKARTA, 21 June —
Indonesian ~ companies
are shedding jobs as they
grapple with the weak-
est economic growth in
six years, adding to the
troubles facing Presi-
dent Joko Widodo, who
was elected last year on
pledges to dig the country
out of a rut.

Government  data
might suggest no cause
for alarm — unemploy-
ment was 5.81 percent in
February, up only slightly
from 5.70 percent a year
earlier — but the official
numbers are notoriously
unreliable and don’t ad-
equately cover the infor-
mal sector, which is two-
thirds of Southeast Asia’s
biggest economy.

Recent reports of
heavy lay-offs across the
country paint a bleak-
er picture, and business
executives, recruitment
firms and jobseekers say
it is getting worse.

Young people are
being hit hardest; the In-
ternational Labour Or-
ganization estimated the
youth jobless rate was
more than 20 percent in
2013, and economists be-
lieve it is higher now.

About a third of the
workforce is aged 15 to
29, a youth bulge that
could bring Indonesia,
a country of 250 million
people, the sort of demo-
graphic dividend China
and South Korea enjoyed
a generation ago — but
only if there are jobs for
the 2 million people join-
ing the workforce every
year.

“The  government
doesn’t have a blueprint
for labour absorption,”
said property business-
man Hariyadi Sukam-

dani, chairman of the
Indonesian  employers’
association. “If this con-

dition is allowed to con-
tinue, what we would

get is not a demographic
bonus, but a demographic
disaster. There could be
social turmoil and higher
crime rates.”

When he took office
eight months ago, Wido-
do said he would pour
billions of dollars into
infrastructure and foster
growth in manufacturing.

But the promised
splurge on roads, pow-
er plants and ports has
not materialized, largely
because of bureaucratic
hold-ups and land dis-
putes, and a shortage of
skilled labour is hold-
ing back growth in val-
ue-added industries.

Miners have been
hammered by a double
whammy: a ban on min-
eral ore exports and a
sharp drop in commodity
prices.

Meanwhile, la-
bour-intensive industries
such as textiles and man-
ufacturing have been hit
by the rupiah’s slide to a
17-year-low, which has
raised the cost of import-
ed raw materials.

Hundreds of redun-
dant garment factory
workers protested for
hours this week in the
financial district of Jakar-
ta, the capital, after their
company was declared
bankrupt and its assets
seized by two banks.

Unemployment in
turn is hitting consump-
tion, which makes up
more than half of Indo-
nesia’s economy. Auto-
mobile sales in May fell
18.4 percent from a year
earlier, the ninth decline
in arow.

“Stocks are piling up
because nobody is buy-
ing. The people’s pur-
chasing power is weak,”
said Ade Sudrajat, head
of Indonesia’s textile as-
sociation. “This has nev-
er happened before in the
last 45 years.” —Reuters

Cambodia’s
ruling party
rejects rumors
of Hun Sen
quitting PM
post

Pu~nom Penm, 21 June
— The ruling Cambodian
People’s Party (CPP) has
categorically rejected ru-
mors that Prime Minister
Hun Sen would step down
after he was elected as the
CPP’s president on Satur-
day.

According to a CPP
statement released Satur-
day night, after the 38"
congress of the CPP’s Cen-
tral Committee elected Hun
Sen as the party’s presi-
dent, rumors spread that
Hun Sen would stop hold-
ing the post of the prime

minister.

“For this issue, the
CPP would like to public-
ly announce that Hun Sen
still continues to be the
prime minister and will be
the (party’s) candidacy for
the post of prime minister
in next terms in accordance

with the past resolutions of
the party’s congresses,” the
statement said.

Hun Sen, who was for-
merly the party’s vice pres-
ident, was elected as the
party’s president on Satur-
day, 12 days after former
party president and Senate

president Chea Sim died
at the age of 83 due to
illness.

Prime Minister Hun
Sen, 63, has been in power
for 30 years. In May 2013,
he publicly said that he
would stay in power until
he is 74.—Xinhua
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Japan, S Korea foreign ministers to meet amid rows over WWI1 issues

Tokyo, 21 June —
Japanese Foreign Min-
ister Fumio Kishida will
hold talks on Sunday in
Tokyo with his South
Korean counterpart Yun
Byung Se, who is making
the first visit to Japan by
a South Korean foreign
minister in four years,
amid bilateral relations
badly strained over World
War Il-related issues.

This is also the first
trip to Japan by South
Korea’s top diplomat un-
der the administration of
South Korean President
Park Geunhye, who has
rebuffed holding sum-
mit talks with Japanese

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
since both took office, she
in 2013 and Abe in 2012. At
a news conference on Fri-
day, Kishida said the South
Korean foreign minister’s
visit to Japan under the Park
government has “major
meaning.” “Naturally we
will discuss various bilateral
issues, but we want to hold
a frank exchange of opin-
ions on North Korea and
other international issues,”
Kishida said, stressing the
importance of bilateral co-
operation in dealing with
North Korea’s development
of nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missiles.

Yun, who last held

talks with Kishida in Seoul
in March, timed his trip to
Japan to attend an event on
Monday organized by the
South Korean Embassy in
Tokyo to commemorate
the 50" anniversary of the
normalization of bilateral
ties. Kishida is also expect-
ed to attend. Yun’s visit is
the latest sign of a budding
rapprochement between the
Northeast Asian neighbours.
Last month, the first bilat-
eral meetings were held of
their finance ministers since
2012, and of their defence
ministers in four years.
However, the Japanese and
South Korean foreign min-
isters still confront the need

to bridge conflicting views
of wartime history, espe-
cially regarding what is eu-
phemistically referred to in
Japan as “comfort women”
who “worked” in front-line
wartime brothels for the Im-
perial Japanese Army.

South Korea has de-
manded Japan settle the
issue in a way acceptable
to those women still alive,
such as through an apology
and compensation. Park has
cited the need for progress
on that issue as a precon-
dition for holding summit
talks with Abe.

But Japan maintains
that all compensation issues
were settled under the 1965

US, Indiadiscussintellectual propertyconcerns

WASHINGTON, 21 June
— Indian Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley said on Sat-
urday that senior Obama
administration officials had
raised US concerns with
him about India’s handling
of intellectual property
rights during his US visit
this week.

Jaitley held talks with
Treasury Secretary Jacob
Lew and Commerce Secre-
tary Penny Pritzker during
a tour that has taken him
to New York and Wash-
ington, including meetings
with CEOs and think tanks.
His main purpose has been
to seek more US invest-
ment in India, Asia’s third
largest economy.

While offering a most-
ly upbeat assessment of
his trip so far, Jaitley said
discussions with US coun-
terparts had also touched
upon contentious issues
between the two countries.

“There are references
on the US side to their con-
cerns with regard to intel-
lectual property regulations
in India,” he told a news
conference in Washington.

In an annual review of
trading partners published
in late April, the US Trade
Representative’s Office
said India — along with 12
other countries - remained
on a US priority watch list
for lax rules on copyright,
trade secrets and other in-
tellectual property rights
violations.

But USTR also said
there had been signs of pro-
gress in addressing intellec-
tual property concerns and
the United States expected
“substantive and measura-
ble improvements.”

Intellectual  property
concerns and trade pro-
tectionism have long been
cited by US companies as
obstacles to doing more

France’s Fabius to meet
Iran’s Zarif on nuclear talks

Camro, 21 June
France’s Foreign Minis-
ter Laurent Fabius said on
Saturday he would meet
his Iranian counterpart
Mohammad Javad Zarif on
Monday to assess where
Iran stands ahead of the
final round of talks on its
nuclear programme, begin-
ning later that week.

The bilateral meeting,
on the sidelines of an EU
foreign ministers’ summit
in  Luxembourg, will be
followed by a meeting be-
tween Zarif and all the Eu-
ropean parties negotiating
with Iran.

“Towards the end of
next week the ministers
will go (to the talks), so I’d
like to have an explanation

and conversation to see
where the Iranians are,” Fa-
bius told reporters in Cairo.

Iran reached a frame-
work nuclear deal with
the United States, Russia,
China, France, Britain and
Germany on 2 April in
Lausanne.

The parties are aiming
for a final agreement by
30 June under which Iran
would restrict its nuclear

programme in exchange
for relief from economic
sanctions.

France is deemed to
have been one of the tough-
est in pressing for limits to
prevent Iran acquiring an
atomic bomb capability,
although it denies seeking
one.—Reuters

Indla s Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley speaks at
the Council on Foreign

Relations in New York on

18 June, 2015.—REUTERS

business in India.

Jaitley said he also
raised with US officials
India’s  concern  about
reaching a Totalization
Agreement “so that our
professionals could get the
benefits which have other-
wise been denied to them.”
Completion of such an
accord would allow Indi-
ans working in the United
States to avoid double taxa-
tion on social security.

Another topic of dis-
cussion was continued ef-
forts to reach a Bilateral
Investment Treaty, Jaitley
said. The finance minister
is seeking increased US in-
vestment with the promise
of more stable, transparent
economic policies. Since
taking office last year,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has sparked opti-
mism that he can imple-
ment significant reforms.

“In an otherwise trou-
bled times of the global
economy, India clearly is
a bright spot,” said Jaitley,
who heads to San Francis-
co on Sunday to meet with
other potential investors.

India’s economy is ex-
pected to grow 7.5 per cent
this year, according to the
latest World Bank forecast.
But Jaitley said earlier on
his trip that reforms could
lead to even higher growth
rates this year.—Reuters

bilateral treaty that normal-
ized diplomatic ties.

“We have no intention
to use the occasion of the
foreign ministerial talks to
change our basic position
in order to move the issue
forward,” a senior Japanese
Foreign Ministry official
said ahead of Sunday’s
meeting. A more recent dis-
pute involves differences
over the proposed UNES-
CO World Heritage listing
of historical industrial sites
in Japan, which South Ko-
rea Opposes.

Japan aims to register
the “Sites of Japan’s Mei-
ji Industrial Revolution,”
which represent Japan’s

industrialization in the
late 19th to early 20"
centuries. South Korea
contends the application
should be rejected as ap-
proximately 60,000 Ko-
reans were conscripted
to work at some of the
23 proposed sites during
World War II.

Tokyo and Seoul
also continue to be at
odds regarding a host of
other issues, including the
sovereignty of a group of
South  Korea-controlled,
Japan-claimed islets, and
views on Japan’s 1910-
1945 colonial rule of the
Korean Peninsula.

Kyodo News

34,000 residents affected
by restive volcano in
E Philippines

MANILA, 21 June
At least 34,000 residents
in eastern Philippine prov-
ince of Sorsogon, who have
been affected by restive
Bulusan volcano, are be-
ing assisted by the govern-
ment, a senior official said
on Sunday.

Presidential Commu-
nications Operations Office
Secretary Herminio Co-
loma said in an interview
with a state-run radio that
the government continues
to monitor the volcano to
ensure that necessary assis-
tance could be extended to
the affected residents from
22 villages and five towns
in Sorsogon.

So far, he said the De-
partment of Social Wel-
fare and Development has

Six fugitives back to China from

BEnING, 21 June — Six
wanted suspects were re-
turned to China from Indo-
nesia on Sunday morning,
said the Ministry of Public
Security.

They are added to the
256 fugitives who have been
handed back to China from
more than 30 countries and
regions since the operation
of “Fox Hunt 2015 started
in April, said the ministry in
a press release. Three of the
six suspects are wanted by
Interpol under Red Notice,
including one surnamed
Chen, who is suspected of
contract fraud involving
about 10 million yuan (1.63
million US dollars).

Chinese police also
retrieved fund and proper-
ty worth about 30 million
yuan, the statement said.

It has been the first
joint operation with Indo-
nesian police in the “Fox

Hunt 2015”. The ministry
pledged to step up the hunt
and expand cooperation

already distributed 200
food packs to two affected
towns and about 171-mil-
lion-peso (3.8-million-US
dollar) worth of food packs
and fund were on standby.

Mount Bulusan’s seis-
mic monitoring network
recorded three volcanic
earthquakes during the past
24 hours, and traces of ash
from the volcano fell on
areas in nearby towns, ac-
cording to the Philippine
Institute of Volcanology
and Seismology.

Alert Level 1 (abnor-
mal) remains in effect over
the volcano, indicating that
hydrothermal processes are
underway beneath the vol-
cano that may lead to more
steam-driven eruptions, it
added. — Xinhua

Indonesia

with foreign police to round
up those still at large.
Xinhua

Six fugitives involvoed in economic crimes are taken back under escort from
Indonesia at Capital International Airport in Beijing, capital of China,
on 21 June, 2015. A total of 256 suspects have been captured since “Fox Hunt
2015” began in April. “Fox hunt 2015”, part of the “Skynet” operation, targets
economic crime suspects, many of them corrupt officials of government departments
and state-owned-enterprises. —XINHUA
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Obama blames gun lobby “‘grip’ on Congress for lax US gun laws

RaNcHO MIRAGE, 21
June — President Barack
Obama blamed public ap-
athy combined with the
tight “grip” on Congress of
the National Rifle Associa-
tion, the powerful US gun
lobby, for blocking stricter
gun laws.

Speaking during an in-
terview recorded on Friday,
just two days after the mass
shooting at a black church
in South Carolina, Obama
said he did not foresee any
quick changes to gun laws.

“Unfortunately,  the
grip of the NRA on Con-
gress is extremely strong,”
Obama said in a clip of the
interview with “WTF with
Marc Maron” posted by the
New York Times.

It was not the first time
Obama has railed against
the NRA. After the New-
town, Connecticut school
massacre in 2012, a trage-
dy that Obama has called

his toughest time in office,
he pushed for changes to
gun laws.

He proposed more
background checks for gun
sales and pushed to ban
more types of military-style
assault weapons and limit
the capacity of ammunition
magazines.

But he failed to
convince enough lawmak-
ers to support the restric-
tions.

“l don’t foresee any
legislative action being
taken in this Congress. And
I don’t foresee any real ac-
tion being taken until the
American public feels a
sufficient sense of urgency
and they say to themselves,
“This is not normal, this
is something that we can
change, and we’re going to
change it,”” he said in the
interview with Maron.

The interview marks
the fifth time in two days

that Obama spoke publicly
about his frustrations with
gun laws. He addressed the
issue in Washington before
travelling to California,
where he brought it up at
the US Conference of May-
ors, and at two fundraisers
for the Democratic Party.

Obama, who is spend-
ing the weekend golfing in
the Palm Springs area with
friends, took to Twitter on
Saturday to vent.

“Here are the stats:
per population, we Kill
each other with guns at a
rate 297x more than Japan,
49x more than France, 33x
more than Israel,” Obama
said on Twitter.

The US constitution
protects the right to own
guns. Obama acknowl-
edged in the interview that
guns are an important part
of many Americans’ herit-
age.

“The question is just:

People take part in a ‘Black Lives Matter’ march around Emanuel African
Methodist Episcopal Church in Charleston on 20 June, 2015.—REUTERS

is there a way of accom-
modating that legitimate
set of traditions with some
common-sense stuff that
prevents a 21-year-old who

UK finance minister vows hefty welfare
cuts in July budget plan

—

A demonstrator wears a face mask of Britain’s Chancellor George Osborne during
an anti-austerity protest in central London, Britain on 20 June, 2015.

LonpoN, 21 June —
British finance minister
George Osborne has said
he will press ahead with
hefty cuts to welfare in
a budget statement next
month, a day after tens
of thousands of people
marched against austerity
in central London.

Writing in the Sun-
day Times, Osborne and
welfare minister lain Dun-
can Smith said the newly
re-elected  Conservative
government would go
ahead with plans to cut
welfare spending by 12 bil-
lion pounds ($19 billion),
out of an annual budget of
220 billion pounds, includ-
ing old-age pensions.

REUTERS

British media had pre-
viously reported that Os-
borne was under pressure
from colleagues to rein in
the cuts, which are likely
to fall most heavily on low-
paid workers.

Separate media reports
on Sunday also pointed to
other demands on Osborne
for spending on defence
and overseas aid ahead of
his post-election budget
statement on 8 July.

“We will set out in
detail all the steps we will
take to bring about savings
totalling 12 billion pounds
a year in next month’s
budget and at the spending
review in the autumn,” Os-
borne and Duncan Smith

wrote.

“For a start, we will
reduce the benefit cap, and
have made clear that we
believe we need to make
significant savings from
other working-age bene-
fits,” they added.

Britain’s budget defi-
cit currently stands at just
under 5 percent of gross
domestic product, higher
than in almost all advanced
economies. Fresh from an
unexpected election victo-
ry last month for the ruling
Conservatives,  Osborne
has said he wants to run a
surplus by the 2018/19 tax
year and commit future
governments to the same.

The Sunday Times said

cuts under consideration
included banning people
aged under 25 from claim-
ing housing benefit and
restricting tax credits to a
couple’s first two children.

On Saturday tens of
thousands of protesters
marched from the Bank of
England in London’s finan-
cial district to parliament to
protest against further cuts,
saying they were unneces-
sary and would worsen in-
equality.

Further demands on
spending appeared in other
British media.

Microsoft founder and
philanthropist Bill Gates,
writing in the Sunday Tele-
graph, urged Britain’s gov-
ernment to stick with its
commitment to spend 0.7
percent of GDP on foreign
aid, which some Conserva-
tive lawmakers think could
be better spent at home.

In the same news-
paper, defence minister
Michael Fallon said Brit-
ain’s armed forces still
had enough resources de-
spite cuts to their 34 bil-
lion pound budget and the
world “becoming a darker
place” with threats from
Russia and Islamic State.

Fallon said Britain
would offer an extra 1,000
troops to a NATO rapid
reaction force aimed at de-
terring Russian aggression
at a NATO defence minis-
ters” meeting this week.

Reuters

is angry about something
or confused about some-
thing or is racist or is de-
ranged from going into a
gun store,” Obama said in

the interview.

“That is not something
that we have ever fully
come to terms with,” he
said.—Reuters

Colombia protests
Venezuela fixing of
maritime border

[
'S

Venezuela’s President Nicolas Maduro speaks after

handing the national flag to a Venezuelan delegation
to participate in the 2015 Pan American Games, at the
Miraflores Palace in Caracas, on 16 June, 2015.
REUTERS

Bocora, 21 June —
Colombia’s foreign min-
istry has sent a letter of
protest to neighbouring
Venezuela after the gov-
ernment of President Nico-
las Maduro decreed mari-
time borders in a disputed
area of the Atlantic Ocean,
a ministry source said on
Saturday.

Venezuela’s  Decree
1787, approved 26 May
creates Operating Zones
of Integral Maritime and
Insular Defence, or Zodi-
main, and is meant to bol-
ster Venezuela’s national
defence system.

However, one of the
zones includes an area
in the Gulf of Venezuela
which the two countries
both claim.

“In the past few hours
Colombia presented a letter

of protest to the Venezue-
lan government because
of the fixing of maritime
borders to  strengthen
their offensive system,” a
spokesman from the for-
eign ministry told Reuters.
The Venezuelan govern-
ment was not immediate-
ly available for comment.
Caracas and Bogota have a
long list of diplomatic dis-
putes and temporarily froze
trade during the adminis-
tration of late Venezuelan
president Hugo Chavez.
At the beginning of June,
Maduro demanded Colom-
bia explain why Spanish
ex-president Felipe Gonza-
lez travelled from Caracas
to Bogota in a Colombian
air force plane. The Co-
lombian military said the
entry of the plane had been
authorized.—Reuters
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An art of listening to the

silent majority with care
By Kyaw Thura

t a time of rising public interest in elec-
Ations planned for late October or early

November, the entire electorate may
have been losing in speculation about the coun-
try’s future president.

Nearly five years into the inception of the
democratically elected government, pressing is-
sues such as land grabbing, communal violence,
extreme religious sentiment, lawsuits against

journalists and disputed housing developments
are all placing the reforms of the government un-
der unprecedented stress.

These issues are so increasingly complex that
all stakeholders will need to work closer in un-
precedented ways. Political parties, the govern-
ment, the parliament and the judiciary should
ensure that the country’s political landscape re-
lies on reason rather than emotion. Only then will
they be able to protect the most vulnerable mem-
bers of every community.

On the other hand, a majority of voters are
starting to feel that the representatives they have
sent to parliament are not representing them at
all. This changing reality is beyond doubt.

The silent electorate, on their part, should
keep in mind that the future of the country is no-
where but in their own hands. Most important of
all, our trust should be put on candidates who are
national healers and unifiers rather than national

orators.

Anyway, the future government will sure be
left with a responsibility to repair the missing
links between the governing and the governed.
Lincoln once said in the 1860 election that he
had a country to save and rebuild. However,
ours is not to be saved yet rebuilt.

Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and contribu-
tions. If you have any comments or would like to
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email
wallace.tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed
500 words. Should you submit a text longer than
500 words please be aware that your letter will be
edited.

Myanmar coordinates

TRANSLATORS AND TRANSLATIONS

Arakan Sein

ranslators do trans-
lations; translations
make them suffer

from headaches. Nobody
claims that he wants to be-
come a translator when he
grows up. But becoming
an accomplished transla-
tor—after having already
acquired a basic knowl-
edge of both languages(
here, Myanmar and Eng-
lish) and cultures—may
require a minimum of ten
years’ experience, experts
say. And again when it
comes to translations of
Buddhist texts, the Bible
or the Holy Quran, the
translators have shaped
the very languages into
which they have translat-
ed. Naturally, they have
been under pressure in the
course of translation pro-
cess in order to avoid ter-
rible mistakes which be-
lievers may easily get
offended.

To the contrary, you
are expected to show a lot
of attributes: a sound
knowledge of the lan-
guage, both spoken and
written; familiarity with
the subject matter of the
text to be translated; and
an enormous knowledge
of being not only bilingual
but bicultural. Wow! The
task of a competent trans-
lator is a lifetime job. So,
why do so many people
get deeply involved with
associations of transla-
tors? The answer is easy;
multinational  organiza-
tions and corporations are
greatly in need of transla-
tors, interpreters and ter-

minologists for global
communications. The
United Nations typically
publishes documents in
six official languages,
surely with the help of
competent translators. The
importance of translation
and interpretation in glob-
al communications leads
to the creation of Interna-
tional Federation of Trans-
lators. Based in Paris, the
Federation is an interna-
tional grouping of associa-
tions of translators, inter-
preters and terminologists.
More than 100 profession-
al associations are affiliat-
ed, representing 80,000
translators in 55 countries.
It seeks constantly to im-
prove conditions for the
profession in all countries
and to uphold the transla-
tors’ rights and freedom of
speech. | wonder why
there are virtually no
translation  services or
groups in downtown Yan-
gon; may be right or
wrong | saw an ad of My-
anmar Translation Co.Ltd
of Ahlon Township in a
newspaper several months
ago.

Translation  groups
which deal with technical
issues—legal,  medical,
literary, etc —should be
encouraged to form and do
translations for local and
foreign businesses and in-
vestors who now faces a
lot of problems to get their
documents properly trans-
lated. Contracts and agree-
ments need to be made
mainly in English and as
well as in Myanmar. Chi-
nese, Japanese and Korean
languages become more
and more popular and

translation  services of
these languages should be
formed to tackle their re-
spective problems.

A translator’s refer-
ence(Vol.1&2) published
in 1990s by the Ministry
of Information has been
regarded as one of the best
guides to a new generation
of translators. In 1993, the
Student’s Eng-Eng/Myan-
mar Dictionary came out
with compilation of the
private Sam translation
service in close coopera-
tion with the then Ministry
of Trade. As many as
100,000 copies were pub-
lished for sales and some
were distributed to univer-
sities, colleges and high
schools throughout the
country. According to un-
official surveys and feed-
back from teachers and
students alike, this dic-
tionary has been benefi-
cial, to a certain extent, for
the majority of students
across the country. After
all, the compilation is, es-
pecially in this case, a
kind of translation. |
would like to mention
something in passing: My-
anmar to English version
should be included in Sar-
pay Beikman Manusripts
Awards and the amount of
prize money be increased
to attract a lot of writers
and translators.

To fill a wide gap in
the creative writing cate-
gory and a new generation
of translators, a translation
symposium was held at
the Taw Win Garden Ho-
tel on the Pyay Road from
27th to 31st May. Mainly
sponsored by Taw Win
Foundation together with

British Council, Writers’
Centre Norwich and other
local groups, it was super-
vised by Pen Myanmar
which selected twenty
candidates who were di-
vided two groups—Eng-
lish-Myanmar and Myan-
mar-English groups—into
equal numbers. They were
accommodated in each
separate room and had to
do the on-the spot transla-
tions under proper guid-
ance of original writers
and editors who included
British and  American
writers and translators.
Being a candidate in the
Myanmar-English ses-
sion, | would like to com-
pare this symposium to the
Seminar on Translation
held in Gandhi Hall on Bo
Aung Kyaw Street in
1969; the former was
unique in its nature—first
exposure to native speak-
ers , essence of creating
writing and short-story
writing whereas the latter
to which | was also cho-
sen as a candidate didn’t
offer us a chance of tak-
ing part in discussions
given by leading writers
and translators. | had to sit
and listen to the talks giv-
en by writers such as Khin
Myo Chit, Dagon Shwem-
yar,Thein Pe Myint and
other leading translators
and journalists.

In conclusion, | would
like to see associations of
translators, public or pri-
vate, sprouted up all over
the country so that we
could write things Myan-
mar in order to send out a
clear message to the out-
side world of our cultures
and traditions.

border security
with India

Nay Pyi Taw, 21
June— A rebel group
known as NSCN (IM)
launched an attack on In-
dian security guards on pa-
trol in a village of Chandel,
Manipur, India, on 4 June,
killing some security of-
ficers.

The Indian army while
securing the area on 9 June
got engaged in fighting
with NSCN (IM) insur-
gents near the border with
Myanmar.

Myanmar

and India

are now working togeth-
er to cooperate in securi-
ty issues through regular
meetings between the two
armies.

The Myanmar troops
maintain a continuous pa-
trol of the border to ensure
that there is no hideout for
insurgents.

Myanmar will not tol-
erate any rebel groups on
its soil which are trying
to harm the interests of its
neighbouring countries.

Myawady

1 want to get
wedalthy,
Jgrandpa,

If 50, all you have
todois Kkill your
OPPORtUNiIsSM,
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ARTICLE

* LOVE & SERVE THE FATHERLAND

- We should all love and serve our Fatherland
I g o r e a er a n with all our mind, with all our heart, with all our soul

and with all our strengths. After all, the Fatherland is

A Fully Developed Democratic the place where we live and move and have our be-

: , . . ing, under the mighty influence of Loving-kindness,
( Kyl Mun ) f::;}[);zlsml::fubhc of the Union Compassion, Sympathetic Joy and Equanimity.
Il of us who were born in Myanmar, our For this goal, our objectives should be: * ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF THE
- ENTIRE PEOPLE
AFATHERLAND, and have been living and ¢ To develop democracy In fiehtine for the Fatherland. th . |
moving and having our being in it are essen- . To modernize the economy n fighting for the Fatherland, the entire people
tially bound to fight for it. We have righteously got . To establish national unity and of tt.le. wh.ole country must be fully mobilized. The
to faithfully focus on fighting for the Fatherland. It . To hold high the banner of our culture and participation and .mVOIVe.m ent of the broad masses
is our bounden duty to go all-out in the fight for the education, science and technology. of t'he people are imperative. The core of the .WhOIC
fatherland. * HOPE & COURAGE nation gnd the people mu§t be ﬁred red hot with the
Let’s explore how we can passionately concen- In fighting for the Fatherland, we must be fully fﬁiﬁ?gﬁ?&gr 81\17(;511:\:%(:12))113 Igorale'
trate our FAITH, FOCUS & FIGHT FOR THE FA-  equipped with the right morale and the right weapon. In MODERNIZATI (‘)]N
THERLAND in the following manner: our eastern traditional culture, it is said that HOPE IS It is hich i he M | ‘
« F for  Faith, Focus & Fight THE SHIELD AND COURAGE IS THE SWORD! If .. 18 high time, we, the Myanmar people, mus
e 1 for Insight we have high hope and conquering courage, we will be fISe up as One man, .and car.ry out the reVOIU.tlon.ary
e G for Goal certainly able to surmount all difficulties to win victo- task Of. nauonal_ rejuvenation and_ 1_11(.)dermzat10n.
. u for Hope & Courage ries. All factional, racial and sectarian d|V|5|9ns must be
. T for Tough-mindedness * TOUGH-MINDEDNESS healed and closed. All the .Myanmar naponal fqrces
for the In fighting for the Fatherland, we have got to go must be vehgrpen;tll y hI.HObl.hZTld ’ organ;zedl, uniliﬁehd
e F for Freedom & Human Rights all-out, aim high, give all we have got. We must ?(r)lrdﬂi?gl}:;lalrr: dt' © historically great feariess fight
e A for All-round Development give every bit of ourselves, holding nothing back. The DARE TO STR'U GGLE AND DARE TO WIN
e T for Total Democracy one thing that we have got to do is to press towards the In fiehtine for the Fatherland h ‘t
Development MARK! with indomitable audacity and prudent perse- 11 Hhtng for the Farher an' » We all ave gotto
e H for Harmony & Unity In verance. dare to struggle and dare'to Wi
Diversity * FREEDOM AND HUMAN RIGHTS 3 We all must not hesitate a bit to do beyond due
e E for Economic Modernization In fighting for the Fatherland, our primary pur- diligence; %H offus must be eager o do bey.ond ﬂlle
e R for Revolutionary Transformation pose should be relentlessly establishing freedom and call of duty; and everyor.lle O.f uﬁs I;u.lSt blf palslm;naltle y
of the Entire Nation human rights for the broad messes of the people. ?;ggm o go the extra mile in fighting for the Father-
e L for Love & Serve the * ALL-ROUND DEVELOPMENT ’
Fatherland All-round development of the entire nation
A for Active Participation of the must be strategically planned and all available resourc-
Entire People es must be broadly mobilized for the greater, better,
e N for National Rejuvenation & faster, more economical and more sustainable growth
Modernization and development of the whole country in fighting for
e D for Dare to Struggle & Dare to the Fatherland.
Win! * TOTAL DEMOCRACY DEVELOPMENT
* FAITH, FOCUS & FIGHT The total development of democracy must be

We must have full and complete faith in our Fa- strategically aimed at, and all the necessary infrastruc-
therland. We must have faith in the integrity, sover- ture must be meticulously established such as liberty,
eignty and freedom of the Fatherland. We must be equality and fraternity. All the national strivings and
strongly and passionately focused on loving and serv-  efforts must be channeled into strengthening, broad-
ing the Fatherland. And we must fearlessly fight for ening and consolidating the democratic practices and
sustainable development and modernization of the human rights.

Fatherland. To love and serve the Fatherland with * HARMONY & UNITY IN DIVERSITY

Faith, Focus & Fight should be our passionate pledge In fighting for the Fatherland, national unity is

and courageous commitment. of paramount importance. All the sectarian differences,

* INSIGHT all the ethnic and racial divisions should be obliterated

In fighting for the Fatherland, we have got to have entirely, and mobilizing and organizing of all political

INSIGHT. We must have the right: and military forces must be strategically unified and
*  Vision cemented. The entire national struggle must be direct-
*  Mission ed at the “One Country-One Aim” of establishing fully
*  Core Values & Beliefs developed democracy.
*  Goal * ECONOMIC MODERNIZATION
*  Objective In fighting for the Fatherland, economic develop-
e Strategy ment and modernization is fundamental. The following
e Tactics POWERS must be built in parallel:

We should have sound and solid vision for the unique Political Power

future of the Fatherland. We should also have the e Economic Power

passionate and prudent mission or purpose for the e Technological Power

forward and upward march of the fatherland. Then, e Military Power

we can set the revolutionary goal of our Fatherland e Educational Power

for the rightful place in the ASEAN with pride and e Socio-cultural Power

power and prosperous progress. We have got to bold- * REVOLUTIONARY TRANSFORMATION OF
ly and brilliantly set the STRATEGY OF GOING THE ENTIRE NATION

ALL-OUT FOR THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMEN In fighting for the Fatherland, revolutionary ideas, OUR L AND
-TATION OF THE DYNAMIC MYANMAR DE- creative concepts and innovative initiatives are impera-
MOCRACY DREAM! tive. We should not be the followers of others; we must
* GOAL develop our own revolutionary model of nation build-

In ﬁghtlng fOI‘ the Fatherland, we must be |ng and eStathhment Of peOple’S WISdom and pOW' U Kyi Mun residing in Yangon is a consultant Of
goal-driven with pride and passion. The Golden er. Our mindset should be unique and revolutionary in  BSNIN(& Group Capital Co.,Ltd.
GOAL for our Fatherland should be: raising our national power and international prestige.
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People and police gathér at the site of a' car bomb attack dutside the Qubbat al-
Mahdi mosque in Yemen’s capital Sanaa on 20 June, 2015.—REUTERS

Bomb kills nine Afghan children, 10 adults; key district falls in north

KaBur, 21 June — A
roadside bomb Killed at
least 19 Afghan civilians
including nine children in
a southern province, while
Taleban fighters in the
north captured a key district
on the frontline of the battle
for Kunduz city, officials
said on Sunday.

Violence has spiralled
in Afghanistan since the
departure of most foreign
forces at the end of last
year. Insurgents are push-
ing to take territory from
the NATO-trained Afghan
security forces more than

13 years after the US-led
military intervention that
toppled the Taleban from
power.

In the southern prov-
ince of Helmand, police
official Haji Janan Aqa said
19 people, including nine
children and eight women,
were killed on Saturday
night. He said five people
were wounded.

He said the villagers
had recently fled fighting
in Marjah district and were
apparently trying to go
home.

“They wanted to return

to their village, but their van
hit a roadside bomb planted
by Taleban,” Aqga said.

A Reuters witness said
all of the dead children he
saw at the scene were under
the age of five.

No one has claimed
responsibility for the bomb-
ing. The Taleban typically
deny targeting civilians, al-
though their tactic of plant-
ing roadside bombs has
been harshly criticised by
the United Nations.

In northern Kunduz
province, officials said that
Taleban forces advancing

SaNaA, 21 June —
Saudi-led airstrikes killed
15 people and wounded
dozens across Yemen late
on Saturday, the Houthi-
run Saba news agency re-
ported.

The dead included five
women and two children in
attacks on Saada and Marib
provinces, the agency said.

A Saudi-led Arab
coalition has been bom-
barding Houthi rebels and
allied army units since 26
March in a campaign to re-
store President Abd-Rabbu
Mansour Hadi to power.

Hadi, Ryadh’s ally,
was pushed aside last year
when Houthis advancing
from their northern strong-
holds overran the govern-

on the provincial capital
Kunduz city on Saturday
evening captured the outly-
ing district of Chardara.

Heavy fighting was on-
going on Sunday just three
kilometres away from the
governor’s compound, said
Hamdullah Danishi, a dep-
uty governor of the prov-
ince.

Security officials held
a meeting early on Sunday
to plan a counter-offensive.

“Today we will take
Chardara district back and
you will witness this,” Dan-
ishi said.

Malian rebel alliance signs peace deal
with government

Bamako, 21 June —
An alliance of Tuareg-led
rebels and the Malian gov-
ernment signed a peace
deal on Saturday meant to
draw a line under a 2012
uprising and allow the au-
thorities to focus on tack-
ling Islamist militants in
the desert north.

The Algerian-bro-
kered deal, signed by a
representative of the rebel
Coordination of Move-
ments of Azawad (CMA),
grants greater autonomy to
sparsely populated north-
ern Mali in a bid to end
a cycle of four uprisings
since independence from
France in 1960.

The Algiers Accord
had been signed in May
by a coalition of loyalist
armed groups but the CMA
held out for concessions
on the return of refugees,
security arrangements and
development plans for the
region.

These were agreed
with the government this
month.

A French-led military
campaign in early 2013 lib-
erated northern Mali from
al-Qaeda-linked  Islamist
rebels, who seized control
of it after the Tuareg upris-
ing sparked a military coup
that plunged Mali into cha-
0S.

However, the north
remains prey to attacks by
jihadist groups, and some
140,000 Malians remain
abroad as refugees.

“Hand in hand, let us
make Mali better, more
brotherly, more united than
ever,” President lbrahim
Boubacar Keita, elected af-
ter a transition back to de-
mocracy, told the ceremo-
ny. “Long live a reconciled
Mali! Long live peace!”

Previous deals with
northern rebels have failed
to secure a lasting peace.
The light-skinned Tuareg

and Arab peoples of north-
ern Mali say they have
been marginalised by suc-
cessive black African gov-
ernments in the southern
capital, Bamako.

The application of this
accord will be complicated
by the division of fighters
into competing splinter
groups. Analysts say some
northern factions vie for
control of smuggling routes
to north Africa.

French Foreign Min-
ister Laurent Fabius told
reporters in Cairo that the
deal differed from previous
pacts because it would be
monitored by the interna-
tional community, includ-
ing France.

The deal has, however,
left the issue of Azawad’s
political identity for a na-
tional debate between Ma-
lian parties.

The government has
said it is prepared to de-
volve more authority under

Mali’s existing decentral-
ised structure, but rejects
demands for full autonomy
within a federal system.

CMA  representative
Mahamadou Djeri Maiga
told the ceremony: “We
are placing a lot of hope in
the assurances of IBK (the
president) and our interna-
tional partners.”

Malian authorities said
Algeria would head an in-
dependent commission
charged with monitoring
the deal.

The Special Repre-
sentative of the UN Sec-
retary General for Mali,
Mongi Hamdi, said the
11,000-strong UN peace-
keeping mission (MINUS-
MA) would also support
the deal’s implementation.

With  violence still
simmering in the north, MI-
NUSMA has suffered 49
fatalities since its deploy-
ment in 2013, according to
its website.—Reuters

ment in the capital Sanaa
and went on to capture
lands to the south.

The Houthis are allied
to former president Ali Ab-
dullah Saleh, who still has
the loyalty of much of the
army.

UN-sponsored  talks
in Geneva between Yem-
en’s warring parties end-
ed on Friday without
agreement on a ceaseﬁre,
an outcome relief agen-
cies had sought in order
to support efforts to stave
off what many see as a hu-
manitarian disaster.

More than 2,800 peo-
ple have been killed since
26 March. The United Na-
tions says more than 21
million people, or 80 per-

Taleban  spokesman
Zabihullah Mujahid said in
a statement that their fight-
ers took control of Chardara
district centre and 12 police
check posts.

He also said 24 police
and army soldiers were
killed, 19 wounded and 25
captured. Mujahid said two
of their fighters were killed
and four wounded.

Danishi, however,
said the government forces
evacuated Chardara with-
out any casualties. Both
sides in the intensifying war
downplay their own losses

Yemen attacks: Houthi media

cent of the population, are
now estimated to be in need
of some form of humani-
tarian aid, or protection, or
both.

A series of coordinat-
ed bombings claimed by Is-
lamic State has adding an-
other layer to the conflict.

In the latest, Islamic
State said it was behind
a car bomb that exploded
in Yemen’s capital Sanaa
on Saturday near the Qiba
al-Mahdi mosque, killing
two people and wounding
SiX.

Islamic State consid-
er the Houthis, a political
movement hailing from the
Zaydi sect of Shi’ite Islam,
as apostates.

Reuters

and exaggerate their ene-
mies’ casualties.

If the city centre of
Kunduz were to fall, it
would be a major embar-
rassment to Afghan forces
fighting this year mostly
without US support.

Although  American
advisers and Afghan of-
ficials say Taleban rarely
hold territory for long, the
surge in violence and ag-
gressive offensives around
the country have rattled
confidence in the US-
backed government.

Reuters

Four militants killed in raid on
Somali government site, attack over

MogGapisHu, 21 June —
Four Islamist gunmen were
killed after detonating a car
bomb and shooting their
way into a national intelli-
gence agency training site,
the internal security ministry
said, adding that the govern-
ment did not suffer any casu-
alties during the attack.

A spokesman for al
Shabaab, which wants to
topple a Western-backed
government in Mogadishu,
said the group’s fighters had
killed more than 10 intelli-
gence officials. In the past,
al Shabaab has exaggerated
the number of government
members it has killed, while
officials have played down
losses. The interior ministry
displayed the insurgents’
bullet-ridden bodies to the
media following the assault,
which started just after dawn
and lasted for about one
hour. “We foiled the attack.
As you can see, these are the
dead bodies of the four al
Shabaab men who attacked
this  building,” Mohamed

Yusuf, internal security min-
istry spokesman, told report-
ers at the scene.

“Two were in the car
bomb while the other two
were infantry. There were
no other casualties,” he add-
ed. Sheikh Abdiasis Abu
Musab, al Shabaab’s mili-
tary operations spokesman,
told Reuters the militants
lost three fighters. “They
martyred themselves in the
operation. We Kkilled over
10 intelligence (officials),
mostly officers,” he said.
The al-Qaeda-aligned group
has in the past stepped up
attacks during the Muslim
fasting month of Ramadan,
which began on Wednes-
day. Al Shabaab fighters on
Saturday attacked a police
post near the capital, killing
eight officers. The latest as-
sault highlights al Shabaab’s
ability to launch attacks even
though it has lost territory
and urban strongholds since
a major military offensive
against them began last
year.—Reuters
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China to promote cross-border
e-commerce as Incomes rise

X a Alibaba Group

The logo of the Alibaba Group is seen inside the
company’s headquarters in Hangzhou, Zhejiang
Province on 11 Nov, 2014.—REUTERS

BEeuiNng, 21 June —
China will increase support
for cross-border e-com-
merce as the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy shifts
from manufacturing to
higher-value services, the

government said.

China’s e-commerce
industry has been booming
in recent years, with com-
panies like Alibaba Group
Holding Ltd and JD.com
Inc benefiting from a ris-

UAE economy embarks
on robust growth with
rosy prospect

Dusal, 21 June —
The United Arab Emir-
ates (UAE) recorded a
nominal GDP of 1.47
trillion Dirham or 400.55
billion US dollars in the
past year, the highest ever
in history of the country,
state news agency WAM
reported on Saturday.

The United Arab
Emirates (UAE) Vice
President, Prime Minis-

ter Sheikh Mohamed Bin
Rashid Al-Maktoum said
“Today UAE has a ro-
bust and diversified eco-
nomic base and great op-
timism about the future
and the projects we have

ing middle class with more
disposable income.

The government re-
leased policy guidelines on
Saturday that include tax
policies aimed at boosting
domestic consumption and
pilot projects to ease over-
seas payments, according
to a statement posted on
the central government’s
website www.gov.cn.

Chinese e-commerce
firms will be given state
support on international
projects while credit insur-
ance services will also be
introduced.

Customs will stream-
line clearance of goods and
quality supervision agen-
cies will allow collective
declaration, examination
and release of goods.

There will be tax
launched.”
With the nominal

GDP reaching for the first
time 400.55 billion dollars,
“2014 was the strongest
year economically for the
UAE with a growth in Real
Gross Domestic Product of
4.6 percent and the country
is set to continue to per-
form strongly in 2015.”
The UAE, a major oil
supplier, is poised to con-
tinue to achieve strong
growth in 2015, said the
UAE vice president, add-
ing that a large number

sweeteners on e-commerce
retail exports and settle-
ment of payments in yuan
will be promoted, it added.
The policy docu-
ment followed Friday’s
announcement that Chi-
na will allow full foreign
ownership of some e-com-
merce business to boost
competitiveness.
Cross-border e-com-
merce has reaped a turno-
ver of $3.32 billion since
China piloted cross-bor-
der foreign exchange pay-
ments in 2013, with trade
volume in the first five
months of this year near
the total value of the whole
of 2014, according to Xin-
hua, which cited the State
Administration of Foreign
Exchange.
Reuters

of infrastructure projects
have been launched.

In addition, UAE’S
non-oil sector achieved
growth rates in GDP
of 8.1 percent in 2014,
which contributed 68.6

percent of the con-
stant-price  GDP,” said
Sheik  Mohamed Bin

Rashid.

He added the UAE
will continue implement-
ing a long-term plan fa-
cilitating transition to a
knowledge economy.

Xinhua

Hawalii becomes
first US state to raise
smoking age to 21

SaN  Francisco, 21
June — Hawaii’s governor
on Friday signed a bill rais-
ing the legal smoking age
statewide to 21, the first US
state to do so. The law takes
effect on 1 January, 2016,
and will also ban the sale,
purchase or use of electron-
ic cigarettes for those under
the age of 21.

“Raising the minimum
age as part of our compre-
hensive tobacco control
efforts will help reduce to-
bacco use among our youth
and increase the likelihood
that our keiki (children) will
grow up to be tobacco-free,”
Governor David Ige said in
a statement.

Also on Friday, Ige
signed a bill banning smok-
ing and e-cigarette use at
state parks and beaches,
acts already banned in all
city and county parks other
than of Kaua’i County, ac-
cording to his office.

Most US states set the
legal smoking age at 18,
while a handful have set
it higher at 19. Some cit-
ies and counties, including
New York City and Hawaii
County, have already raised
the smoking age to 21.

Lawmakers in Wash-
ington state and California
have also pushed to raise the
legal smoking age to 21 in
recent months.

Opponents of the bill
have argued that it limits
choice for people consid-
ered adults in other situa-
tions, like joining the mil-
itary. In Hawaii, roughly
nine out of 10 smokers start
before the age of 21 and
many report receiving cig-
arettes from friends or rela-
tives of legal age, according
to the governor’s office.

The Campaign for To-
bacco Free Kids said that
tobacco use kills 1,400 peo-
ple and costs some $526
million in medical bills an-
nually in Hawaii.

Cigarette smoking is
the leading cause of pre-
ventable death in the United
States, accounting for more
than 480,000 deaths annu-
ally, or one of every five
deaths overall, according
to the US Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
(CDC). Researchers have
found that raising the min-
imum age to buy tobacco
products to 21 or 25 years
old would significantly re-
duce smoking and tobac-
co-related illnesses in the
country and that a majority
of US adults support raising
the legal age to 21.

Adult smoking rates in
the country have dropped
sharply to 18 percent of the
population today from 42
percent in 1964.—Reuters

Anthem offers $47 billion for Cigna as insurers race for a deal

NeEw YOork, 21 June —
US health insurer Anthem
Inc (ANTM.N) said on Sat-
urday it had offered $47 bil-
lion (£29.6 billion) in cash
and stock for smaller rival
Cigna Corp (CI.N), signal-
ling a pick-up in the indus-
try’s long-awaited consoli-
dation.

The biggest US health
insurers are seeking acqui-
sitions to boost membership
in government-paid health-
care plans and the employ-
er-based insurance that is
Cigna’s speciality. Being
bigger can help them nego-
tiate better prices and im-
proved networks of doctors,
they said.

Anthem’s offer comes
as Cigna, as well as insur-
er Aetna Inc (AET.N), are
participating in an auction
to acquire another rival,
Humana Inc (HUM.N), ac-
cording to a person familiar
with the matter, who asked
not to be identified because
the sale process is confi-
dential. Humana was first
reported to be considering a

sale in May.

Humana declined to
comment. Aetna was not
immediately available for
comment. Cigna declined
to comment on the Humana
auction or the Anthem offer.

Anthem, the second
largest US health insurer,
said in a statement it had
made four offers for Cigna
in June, but that the deal was
stalled over Cigna Chief
Executive David Cordani’s
role in the merged compa-
ny. The Wall Street Journal
first reported on the rejected
offers last week.

In a letter published as
part of the company’s state-
ment on Saturday, Anthem
detailed its weeks-long at-
tempts to reach a deal with
Cigna, including the steps
by which it raised its offer
to $184 per share. Based on
that price and 257,370,000
shares outstanding, the deal
is worth about $47 billion.

Cigna shares closed on
Friday at $155.26, down
$1.15 or 0.7 percent, mak-
ing the $184 offer a premi-

“\

4
gf
5

L AT

The office bulldmg of health insurer Anthem is seen in
Los Angeles, California on 5 Feb, 2015.—REUTERS

um of about 18 percent. The
offer consists of 68.6 per-
cent cash and 31.4 percent
stock.

CEO Joseph Swedish
wrote that the company did
not think investors support-
ed Cigna’s rejection of the
deal because of Anthem’s
refusal to guarantee that
the CEO role would even-
tually go to Cordani. The
letter also said Cigna had
refused to sign a two-week
standstill agreement with
Anthem that would prevent
both sides from having oth-
er deal talks.

A combined Cigna
and Anthem would have
53 million customers in
commercial, government,
consumer and other kinds
of health insurance plans.
Anthem, which offers Blue
Cross Blue Shield plans in
14 states, said the purchase
would boost earnings more
than 10 percent in the first
year and double that in the
second year.

The deal making
comes as insurance com-
panies have adjusted to the
major changes introduced
by President Barack Oba-

ma’s national healthcare re-
form law, which has created
new kinds of insurance, cut
government payments for
medical services and intro-
duced new healthcare taxes.

The news broke in
May that Humana, which
specializes in Medicare Ad-
vantage plans for older peo-
ple and the disabled, was
considering selling itself,
a source familiar with the
matter said.

The Wall Street Jour-
nal last month reported
that Aetna and Cigna were
possible buyers. Both com-
panies declined to comment
on the report at the time.

Last week, the Jour-
nal reported that Cigna had
turned down Anthem after
two offers and also said
UnitedHealth  Group Inc
was interested in buying
Aetna. Aetna itself has for
years been speculated to be
a buyer for Cigna, but Wall
Street analysts have said
one barrier would be finding
a role for the CEO of each
company.

Leerink Partners an-
alyst Ana Gupte said she
thought the Anthem-Cigna
deal would close and that
Aetna had an 80 percent
or more chance of buying
Humana. She also wrote in
a research note that she ex-
pects UnitedHealth to try to
buy Aetna, but that it could
face too many regulatory
barriers. Regulatory issues
would likely not be an issue
with Anthem as the buyer
and Cigna as a target, Wall
Street analysts have said,
while Anthem and Humana
is another combination that
could pass regulatory scru-
tiny.

Swedish wrote in a
letter to Cigna’s board that
Anthem had proposed that
Cordani could be president
and chief operating officer
of the new company dur-
ing a two-year period while
Swedish remained CEO.
After that time, Swedish
said he would step down
and that the board could ap-
point a new CEO.

Reuters
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Jolie decries ‘explosion of suffering’ after Dacic and Tsipras discuss

visiting refugees in Turkey

Mmvyar, (Turkey), 21
June —Hollywood actress
and director Angelina Jolie
on Saturday described a spi-
ralling global refugee crisis
as an “explosion of human
suffering” whose causes the
international community re-
fuses to confront.

Jolie, who serves as a
United Nations special en-
voy for refugees, was speak-

ing at a news conference in
southeastern Turkey, home
to Syrians and lIraqis dis-
placed by war, on World
Refugee Day.

The UN refugee agen-
cy UNHCR said in a report
last week that there were
now more refugees than at
any other time in history,
with 59.5 million people
displaced from their homes

worldwide. “There is an ex-
plosion of human suffering
and displacement on a lev-
el that has never been seen
before,” Jolie said, warning
that Syrians and Iraqis were
running out of safe havens as
neighbouring states reached
the limit of their capacity.
“It is hard to point to a
single instance where, as an
international  community,

United Nations ngh Commlssmner for Refugees (UNHCR) Special Envoy Angellna
Jolie (C) arrives at a Syrian and Iraqi refugee camp in the southern Turkish town of
Midyat in Mardin Province, Turkey, on 20 June, 2015.—REUTERS

Japan lawyer leads UN body on
women’s rlghts

Tokyo, 21 June —
Yoko Hayashi, the first Jap-
anese head of a UN watch-
dog on women’s human
rights, is geared up to be the
one who makes history and
changes the world for the
better for women suffering
discrimination.

In  February, the
59-year-old veteran Japa-
nese lawyer, practicing in
Tokyo, assumed the post of
chair of the UN Committee
on the Elimination of Dis-
crimination against Wom-
en, becoming the first Japa-
nese leader of the UN body.

This year happens to
mark the 30" anniversary
of Japan ratifying the 1979
Convention on the Elimi-
nation of All Forms of Dis-
crimination against Wom-
en.

“1 would like to utilize
my experience and trust |
have earned during my le-
gal career,” said Hayashi
who joined the committee
in 2008.

Hayashi said that her
favourite phrase is “a per-
son makes history,” because
“l believe that when some-
thing happens there must
always be someone who
strives to make that hap-
pen.” The UN committee
is to monitor if states that

Yoko Hayashl a lawyer
who has become the

first Japanese chair

of the UN Committee
on the Elimination of
Discrimination against
Women, speaks in an
interview with Kyodo

News in Tokyo on 9 April,

2015.—Kyopo NEws

ratified the convention im-
plement concrete measures
to empower women and
counteract  discrimination
against them, referring to
evaluations by internation-
al organizations and civic
groups.

Hayashi explained that
each state deals with differ-
ent forms of discrimination
and that they could be sexu-
al violence, human traffick-
ing, patriarchal systems or
selective corporate rules.

Noting Nigeria, where

schoolgirls were kidnapped
in droves by Islamic mil-
itant group Boko Haram,
Hayashi said that girls could
be the subject of discrimina-
tory acts.

“We have to eliminate
despicable violence against
women and protect their
right to be educated,” she
said.

A native of Mito, Ibar-
aki Prefecture, in eastern
Japan, Hayashi entered uni-
versity in 1975 — the year
the United Nations desig-
nated as the International
Women’s Year — and de-
veloped an interest in gen-
der issues.

After becoming a law-
yer, Hayashi worked as a
volunteer at safety shelters
for women and learned that
many women from such
countries as Thailand and
the Philippines are forced to
work as prostitutes and are
being exploited. In Japan,
she said, “what we have to
do first is to eliminate the
gap in wages between male
and female workers and in-
troduce a quota system in
politics,” reserving a certain
number of parliamentary
seats for female candidates.

Her term as committee
chairwoman is two years.

Kyodo News

we are decisively addressing
the root causes of refugee
flows,” she said.

Jolie and UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
Antonio Guterres met Turk-
ish President Tayyip Erdo-
gan in the city of Midyat,
some 50 km (30 miles) from
the Syrian border. She also
visited refugees.

This was Jolie’s third
visit to Turkey since 2011,
when the conflict in Syria
began. The war has dis-
placed more than 3 million
refugees, or almost a fifth of
the pre-war population.

Turkey shelters 1.8
million Syrian refugees, as
well as thousands of Yazid-
is, whose ancient religion
draws on Zoroastrianism,
Christianity and Islam, who
fled attacks by Islamic State
in Iraq last August.

The long-running wars
in neighbouring Irag and
Syria mean that Turkey has
overtaken Pakistan to be-
come the world’s leading
host of refugees, and has
spent $6 billion on assisting
Syrians alone, UNHCR said.

Reuters

building gas pipeline

Serbian Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
lvica Dacic(L) and Prime Minister of Greece Alexis
Tsipras (R).—Tanjuc

SAINT PETERSBURD, 21
June — Serbian Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Ivica Dacic has
met with Prime Minister
of Greece Alexis Tsipras
in St Petersburg to discuss
setting up a joint company
to construct a gas pipeline.

“The Serbian foreign
minister and the Greek
prime minister talked about
an agreement between
Greece and Russia on set-
ting up a joint company to
build a gas pipeline that
should go from Russia to
Turkey and pass through

Serbia,” the Serbian Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs said
in a release on Friday.

Dacic and Tsipras also
touched on a planned visit
by the prime minister to
Serbia.

Tsipras said he would
probably visit Serbia in
July, or no later than Sep-
tember, according to the
release.

The Greek prime min-
ister said his visit to Ser-
bia depended on Greece’s
negotiations with financial
institutions, the Foreign
Ministry said.—Tanjug

Police converge on NY towns where
escaped prisoners said S|ghted

DANNEMORA, 21 June
— Heavily-armed police
converged on towns in
western New York state
on Saturday to investigate
possible sightings of two
convicted murderers who
escaped a maximum-secu-
rity prison two weeks ago,
police said.

A witness saw two
men who might have been
the escapees walking along
a railroad track in Friend-
ship, a community of about
2,000 residents in a rural
patch of Allegany County,
New York State Police said
in a statement.

Police set up a perim-
eter in the area of Friend-
ship, about 280 miles (450
km) southwest of the Clin-
ton Correctional Facility
where the escaped convicts
had been serving sentences
for murder, said New York
State Police spokesman
Beau Duffy.

It could not be con-
firmed if the two men were
the escapees Richard Matt
and David Sweat, Duffy
added.

About 150 law en-
forcement officers were
searching the area, Duffy
said. The resources de-
ployed, from a variety of
agencies including the US

Marshals and State Police,
included special operations
teams, officers with dogs
and helicopters.

State Police in a state-
ment on Saturday said
another possible sighting
was made about 50 miles
(80 km) east of Friendship
around a construction site
in Erwin, New York state,
and that troopers and inves-
tigators were sent there.

Police had said the two
men might have been spot-
ted on 13 June near a rail
yard in Erwin and the next
day in nearby Lindley and
that investigators were ex-
amining surveillance video
to determine if that sighting
from a week ago was the
escapees.

The Marshals Service
has put Matt and Sweat on
its 15 Most Wanted Fugi-
tives List.

The reported sightings
of the men on Saturday
came a day after officials
said a corrections officer at
Clinton Correctional Facil-
ity was suspended in con-
nection with the escape.

Authorities did not say
whether they believed the
corrections officer, whose
name was not released,
would face charges or if
the officer was believed to

Prison inmates Richard
Matt, 48, (L) and David
Sweat, 35, are seenin a
combination of enhanced
pictures released by the
New York State police on
17 June, 2015, showing
how they might look after
escaping 12 days ago.
REUTERS

have assisted in the break-
out.

Another prison work-
er, Joyce Mitchell, is ac-
cused of assisting the es-
capees. Mitchell, 51, a
training supervisor in the
prison tailor shop who is
charged with giving hack-
saw blades to the convicted
murderers, lost her nerve to
drive their getaway car and
instead checked into a hos-
pital with a panic attack,
authorities said.

The two inmates, who
went through prison cell
walls, a steam pipe and a
manhole cover to escape,
were discovered missing
the morning of 6 June, of-
ficials said.—Reuters
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A judge from Guinness
World Records
measures the length of
a giant pizza made by
80 chefs in Italy at the
Expo Milano 2015
in Milan on 20
June, 2015.

The rectangular pizza,
measuring 1,595.45
metres long, set a
new Guinness World
Record, beating a
1,141.5-metre long
pizza made in Spain.
Kyopno News

Palestinian
shot after
stabbing

Israeli
policeman in

Jerusalem

JERUSALEM, 21 June
— A Palestinian stabbed
an lIsraeli paramilitary po-
liceman at the entrance to
the walled old city of Jeru-
salem on Sunday and was
then shot by the policeman,
police said.

Israel’s Magen David
Adom ambulance service
said both men were se-
riously wounded. Police
spokeswoman Luba Samri
said the border policeman
had been stabbed in the
neck.

Violence in Jerusalem
has risen in the past year,
after a Palestinian teen was
burnt alive by Israeli assail-
ants in an alleged revenge
attack over the killing of
three Israeli youths in the
West Bank by two Pales-
tinians.

Tensions have flared
further after the July-Au-
gust Gaza war.

Palestinians seek a
state in East Jerusalem, the
occupied West Bank and
the Gaza Strip, territories
Israel captured in the 1967
Middle East war. Peace
talks between the sides
broke down in April 2014.

On Friday, two Israeli
hikers were shot by a sus-
pected Palestinian assailant
near a Jewish settlement in
the West Bank, killing one
man and wounding the oth-
er. The attacker escaped.

Reuters

Traces of tsunami hundreds
of years ago found near
nuclear plant

Tokyo, 21 June — A
group of researchers has
found traces of a tsunami be-
lieved to date back to the 14"
to 16" century near Takaha-
ma nuclear power plant in
Fukui Prefecture, western
Japan.

The plant’s operator,
Kansai Electric Power Co,
said the finding does not af-
fect its evaluation of the risk
of a tsunami at the plant or
its countermeasures. The
Nuclear Regulation Author-
ity, however, said it plans to
ask the utility to look into the
research.

The idled Nos 3 and 4
reactors at the Takahama
plant obtained safety clear-
ance from the regulator in
February, clearing a key hur-
dle toward resumption.

An official with the reg-
ulator said on the finding,
“We will examine the infor-
mation without preconcep-
tions, and will note whether
it may relate to a threat to
safety.”

Hirofumi ~ Yamamo-
to, professor of geology at
Fukui University, and oth-
er researchers in the group

Saudi Arabia warns citizens against sharing

Rivabpy, 21 June —
Saudi Arabia on Saturday
urged its citizens not to
distribute “documents that
might be faked” in an ap-
parent response to Wikile-
aks’ publication on Friday
of more than 60,000 docu-
ments it says are secret Saudi
diplomatic communications.

The statement, made by
the Foreign Ministry on its
Twitter account, did not di-
rectly deny the documents’
authenticity.

But on Sunday, foreign

found a layer of sand con-
taining seashells in shallow
ground at a location more
than 500 metres from the
shore of the bay.

Age measurement via
carbon isotope analysis has
dated the layer to between
the 14" and 16™ centuries.

An ancient document
says the Tensho earthquake
that struck the central Japan
region in 1586 caused ma-
jor tsunami damage in the
Wakasa Bay area, where the
plant is now located.

Yamamoto said it is
possible that the traces are
from the Tensho tsunami,
although there is not enough
evidence to prove it.

All of Japan’s com-
mercial reactors have been
gradually taken offline since
the Fukushima nuclear crisis
erupted in 2011.

The Takahama reac-
tors are among several re-
actors that have obtained
the authority’s approval of
enhanced safety measures
against possible earthquake
and tsunami hazards as well
as other severe accidents.

Kyodo News

Moonshine Kills at least
94 |n Indla C|ty slum

Famlly members of Mehboob Sheikh, 45, who died after consummg bootleg I|quor
sit inside their house at a slum in Mumbai, India, on 20 June, 2015.—REUTERS

MumBal, 21 June —
Toxic homemade liquor
has Killed at least 94 slum
dwellers in India’s finan-
cial capital Mumbai, with
more than 45 in hospital,
police said on Sunday, in
the latest disaster involving
moonshine.

Police have arrested
five people in connection
with the deaths in a western

neighbourhood of the city,
on the west coast of India,
which started on Wednes-
day.

“More than 150 have
consumed this alcohol.
The death toll may rise,”
said Dhananjay Kulkarni,
Mumbai’s deputy police
commissioner, adding that
eight police officials had
been suspended for sus-

documents after Wikileaks release

ministry spokesperson Osa-
ma Nagli warned the coun-
try not to “allow enemies
of the state to achieve their
intentions in regards to ex-
changing or publishing any
documents” and said “many
of them had been fabricated
in a very obvious manner”.

Nagli said investiga-
tions were under way and
that the ministry would
prosecute those involved, a
statement on the Saudi news
agency said.

The released docu-

ments, which WikilLeaks
said were embassy commu-
nications, emails between
diplomats and reports from
other state bodies, include
discussions of Saudi Ara-
bia’s position regarding re-
gional issues and efforts to
influence media.

Reuters was not able
to independently verify the
authenticity of the released
documents. The world’s
top oil exporter, an absolute
monarchy, is highly sensi-
tive to public criticism and

Man kills three by ploughing SUV into Austrian shoppers

VIENNA, 21 June — A
driver Kkilled three people
and injured 34 on Saturday
in the Austrian city of Graz
when he ploughed a vehicle
at high speed into a crowded
shopping street, police said.

The driver of the
sport-utility vehicle (SUV),
a 26-year-old Austrian of
Bosnian origin known to po-
lice for domestic violence,
was detained.

Police said there was no
reason to suspect any terror-
ist motive and they believed
the man was suffering fami-
ly problems.

Eyewitnesses cited by
the public broadcaster ORF

said the vehicle had been
travelling at about 100 kph
(62 mph). ORF said no ex-
plosives had been found in
the car.

“We can now abso-
lutely rule out an extremist,
religious or political back-
ground,” Josef Klamminger,
head of the police force of
the province of Styria, told
reporters. “He has (previ-
ously) appeared ready to use
violence,” Klamminger said.
The man also stabbed two
people after jumping out of
the crashed car.

When asked whether
the man had any psycholog-
ical problems, a Graz police

official, Kurt Kemeter, said:
“Of course there would have
been problems”.

He said the man, a truck
driver who is married and
has two children, gave him-
self up to the police after
the incident. Three children
were among the injured. Six
people were in a critical con-
dition, according to emer-
gency services. More than 60
police, about 80 ambulances
and a rescue helicopter were
mobilised. Pictures on local
media websites showed a
green SUV with a severely
damaged front and smashed
broken lights, and a scarf
hanging from it—Reuters

has imprisoned activists for
publishing attacks on the
ruling Al Saud dynasty and
senior clerics. It maintains
tight control over media.
Since the 2011 Arab
uprisings, Saudi authorities
have grown increasingly
intolerant of dissent, appar-
ently fearful that the instabil-
ity sweeping neighbouring
countries will in turn hit the
conservative Islamic king-
dom. WikiLeaks said the
released documents were
a batch of more than half a

pected negligence.
Homemade liquor,
often using poisonous in-
dustrial methanol, is pop-
ular among the poor in
India because it is cheap.
More than 140 people
were Killed in West Bengal
state, in eastern India, in
2011 from drinking home-
made liquor.
Reuters

‘faked’

million Saudi documents it
has obtained and plans to
publish.

WikilLeaks did not say
where it obtained the doc-
uments, but it referred in a
press release to Riyadh’s
statement in May that it had
suffered a breach of its com-
puter networks, an attack lat-
er claimed by a group call-
ing itself the Yemeni Cyber
Army.

Saudi state and private
media on Saturday ignored
the release.—Reuters
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WEATHER REPORT

FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE
22" June, 2015: Rain or thundershowers will be
scattered in Lower Sagaing, Mandalay and Magway

Regions, Kayah State, fairly widespread in Upper
Sagaing Region and Shan State and widespread in the
remaining Regions and States with likelihood of iso-
lated heavy falls in Bago, Yangon and Ayeyarwady
Regions, Rakhine State. Degree of certainty is (80%).
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Don Gummer and | are perfect
odd couple: Meryl Streep

SNENELIY L

Center

%,

Center

HONORS

Oscar-winning actress Meryl Streep & Don Gummer

LonpoN, 21 June —
Oscar-winning actress
Meryl Streep thinks her
marriage to Don Gummer
has been so successful be-
cause they are the “perfect
odd couple”.

The “Into the Woods”

Unfair for
people to
expect me to
apologize:
Justin
Bieber

<t H

Pop star Justin Bieber

Lonpbon, 21 June —
Pop star Justin Bieber does
not think it is fair that peo-
ple expect him to apologize
for his actions over the past
eighteen months.

The 21-year-old sing-
er, who had a few brushes
with the law recently, be-
lieves he should take re-
sponsibility for his actions
but it is unnecessary to
apologize, reported Female
First. “I don’t think anyone
has really doubted my mu-
sical capability and that’s
what has sustained me this
long, through all the nega-
tive stuff that’s been por-
trayed of me.

“People wanted me to
apologize, which | don’t
know if it’s really fair. I’ll
definitely take responsibil-
ity... as I’m growing but
Il never apologize for
being human and making
mistakes,” the “Boyfriend”
hitmaker said.—PTI

actress has been married to
sculptor Gummer — with
who she has four children —
for 36 years, reported Con-
tactmusic.

“We’re kind of the
perfect odd couple. Don
is a man of few words —

I’m the one who keeps up
a constant stream of chat-
ter in the house. He listens
very patiently and then
goes back to his work. He
also loves me as | am, eager
and overactive, even at this
age,” she said.

The 65-year-old ac-
tress is incredibly proud of
her family and never feels
like she sacrificed any part
of her career to raise her
kids.

“Women should not
have any stigma attached to
them if they choose to pur-
sue careers. Life is about
choices and I’m very happy
with mine,” she said.

PTI

Reese Witherspoon enjoys Italian

Vacation

R _»

Reese Wlthe

rspoon, took to

T g

.‘i

£y
Instagram to share a photo

of her, Ava and Betty each holding an ice cream.
PTI

Los ANGELEs, 21 June
— Actress Reese Wither-
spoon is enjoying her Italian
vacation with her 15-year-
old daughter Ava Phillippe
and her mother Betty Reese.

Witherspoon, 39, took

to Instagram to share a pho-
to of her, Ava and Betty
each holding an ice cream.
“The best way to enjoy
#gelato??? #ThreeGenera-
tions,” she captioned it.
In the photo, the “Le-

with daughter, mother

gally  Blonde”  actress
donned a cream hat with
red ribbon, a sleeveless flo-
ral print dress and a black
shoulder bag. Ava sported
a printed off-the-shoulder
dress with white lace. Her
hair was styled in a side
braid. Betty, meanwhile,
wore black aviators, long-
sleeved top and beige trou-
sers. During their trip, With-
erspoon and her daughter
had a dinner with famous
designer Valentino Gar-
avani. “What an honor to
see Mr Valentino at dinner
last night in Rome @mai-
sonvalentino #legend,” the
“Hot Pursuit” actress wrote
alongside a snap of her, Ava
and Valentino.—PTI

Angelina Jolie, daughter bond with 12-year-old Refugee in Lebanon

Los ANGELES, 21 June — Mother-daughter duo An-
gelina Jolie Pitt and Shiloh spent some quality time with a
12-year-old Syrian girl named Hala in Lebanon.

Angelina, 40, met Hala a year ago during a trip for
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, re-

ported People magazine.

“Shiloh is very aware that | hold refugee families in
high regard and has been asking to come on missions and
meet them for many years,” Angelina said.

“She had heard about Hala since my last visit to Leb-
anon, and has been wanting to meet her and her brothers

and sisters.

“It was wonderful that they were able to meet, play
together, and make friends. So many refugees are chil-

dren.

I’ve often heard them say that the most painful thing
is not that they have lost their homes — it is that they have
lost their friends,” she added.—PTI

Matt Smith joins new drama
“The Crown’

.

Los ANGELEs, 21 June
— Netflix’s ambitious new
series “The Crown” has
added Matt Smith, who will
play Prince Philip.

The former “Doctor
Who” actor will play Philip
Mountbatten, Duke of Ed-
inburgh, and join an all-star
cast in the drama, which also
features Wolf Hall’s Claire
Foy as Queen Elizabeth Il
and John Lithgow as Win-
ston Churchill, reported Va-
riety.

“The Crown”, which is
believed to be costing USD
100 million and is inspired
by the play “The Audience”,
follows the story of Queen

Matt Smith

Elizabeth and her relation-
ships with various prime
ministers in the post-war era.
According to Netflix,
the show “tells the inside
story of two of the most fa-
mous addresses in the world
— Buckingham Palace and
10 Downing Street — and
the intrigues, love lives and
machinations behind the
great events that shaped the
second half of the 20" cen-
tury”. Each season will fo-
cus on a different decade in
the Queen’s reign, with the
first run of episodes focusing
on her coronation and her
fledgling relationship with
Churchill.—PTI

‘M

The Empire strikes back ... at a

secret London location

LonpoN, 21 June —
Hooded jawas search for
treasures and stormtroop-
ers patrol the streets on the
lookout for suspicious ac-
tivity. Nearby, R2-D2 trun-
dles alongside C-3PO while
Chewbacca makes his way
past huts and tents.

A galaxy, far, far away
has arrived at a secret loca-
tion in London for a “Star
Wars” film screening with a
difference.

Secret Cinema, which
specializes in  immersive
film events, is bringing back
to life one of the most popu-
lar film franchises of all time
in a summer screening of
“The Empire Strikes Back”.

As the name suggests,
little is revealed of what the
evening entails and attend-
ees are asked not to unveil
details.

The secrecy begins as
soon as the 78-pound ($124)
ticket is bought — a price
some say is too steep com-
pared to past events but or-
ganizers justify by the scale

of the sprawling production.

Buyers are given codes
and identities as they join the
“Rebel Alliance” against the
Empire.

Upon arrival, they are
transported into the space
fantasy mingling among al-
iens and well-known charac-
ters in a narrative that begins
with “Star Wars: A New
Hope”.

“I think that audiences
are looking for experiences

that go beyond the tradition-
al theater, traditional con-
cert, traditional gallery, tra-
ditional restaurant,” Secret
Cinema founder and director
Fabien Riggall told Reuters.
“People are looking for
a new way to experience
culture and I think what Se-
cret Cinema has untapped is
that desire is increasing with
every technology that comes
out.”
Reuters

RO 1

‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens’ writer, director and
producer JJ Abrams appears at the kick-off event of
the Star Wars Celebration convention in Anaheim,

California, on 16 April, 2015.—REUTERS
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Daw Hla Sein

Aged 91 Years

Daw Hla Sein, daughter of (U Soe Pe &
Daw Phyu), beloved wife of Col. Sein Lin
(rtd) / Director General, Road Transport
Administration (rtd), mother of U Thein
Soe & Daw Swanti, U Soe Aung & Daw
Lily Han, Dr Kyaw Thein, Dr. Ohmar Moe
Myint & U Moe Myint; Grandmother of
Sandy Soe, Saw Malar Soe, Dr.Suu Myat
Soe, Suu Pyae Sone Soe, Aung Zaw Lin,
Yu Lei Aung, Sithu Moe Myint, and Phone
Kyaw Moe Myint; Great Grand Mother of
five; peacefully passed away on 20 June
2015 at 02:40 am and her remains were
cremated at Yeway Crematorium on 21
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Bereaved Family

Paraguay draw puts them
top ahead of Argentlna game

Paraguay’s Bruno Valdez (5) heads the ball past
Uruguay’s Christian Stuani and Jose Gimenez (R) near
the Uruguay net during their first round Copa America
2015 soccer match at Estadio La Portada in La Serena,

Chile, on 20 June, 2015.—REUTERS

La Serena, (Chile), 21
June — Paraguay drew 1-1
with Uruguay at the Copa
America to go top of Group
B, one point ahead of Argen-
tina before the tournament
favourites take on eliminated
Jamaica later on Saturday.

Centre back Jose Maria
Gimenez put holders Uru-
guay in front after 29 min-
utes with a header from Car-
los Sanchez’ corner, the ball
going in off the post.

Paraguay equalized on
the stroke of halftime from a
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corner taken by Edgar Ben-
itez that striker Lucas Barri-
0s nodded emphatically past
Fernando Muslera.

The Paraguayans have
five points from three match-
es while Uruguay, sure of a
berth in the quarter-finals at
least as one of the two best
third-placed teams, and Ar-
gentina have four apiece.

Jamaica will finish bot-
tom even if they manage to
get an upset win over Ar-
gentina. “I’m happy with
Paraguay’s strength, we’re
a good team,” Barrios told
reporters. “We were a goal
down and drew against
tough opponents. Uruguay
had most of the chances in
a match that pitted the two
finalists of the previous tour-
nament in 2011 against each
other. Gimenez almost put

the holders two up in the 37
minute but Justo Villar made
a fine save, diving to his
right to push the ball away.
Striker Diego Rolan latched
on to the rebound and fed
Edinson Cavani but the
striker steered the ball past
the outside of the far post. In
the second half Uruguay’s
substitute forward Cristhian
Stuani steered a header wide
of the post when he had the
goal at his mercy and Villar
saved a volley from Cavani.
Paraguay nearly stole
victory in added time when
Muslera did well, diving to
his right to push a shot from
defender Bruno Valdez out
for a corner. “Unfortunately
a loss of concentration cost
us. | liked the team, we cre-
ated the best chances,” said
Gimenez. —Reuters

Gritty Day grabs share of US Open lead

UNIVERSITY PLACE,
(Washington), 21 June —
Jason Day wrote his name
into US Open folklore on
Saturday, grabbing a share
of the third-round lead on
a punishing Chambers Bay
layout that had literally
brought the Australian to his
knees a day earlier.

Even though Day’s
round will be long remem-
bered, there is still another
chapter to be written in the
115" US Open with Ameri-
cans Jordan Spieth and Dus-
tin Johnson and South Afri-
can Branden Grace all level
on four-under 206 going into
Sunday.

Day had collapsed on
his final hole on Friday and
had to be helped from the
course by medics after he
collapsed again when he

completed his round three
shots off the lead.

There was worry the
world number 10 would
have to withdraw but he dug
deep and on Saturday was
back on the first tee.

Looking drained, Day
shot a two-under 68 high-
lighted by a brilliant back
nine that featured five bird-
ies, including three over his
four closing holes.

His storming finish
earned him a share of the
lead and a rousing standing
ovation from the 6,000 fans
packed into the 18" hole
grandstands.

Day took only a mo-
ment to savour the applause
as he gingerly made his way
to a waiting van where he
slumped into the back seat
with closed eyes and laid his

ll‘

&

Jason Day hits his tee shot on the 18" hole in the
third round of the 2015 US Open golf tournament at
Chambers Bay, University Place, WA, USA,

on 20 June, 2015.—REUTERS

head on the back rest.

“Last year | didn’t play
the round after | had vertigo
and this one was worse,”
Day told reporters. “I think
the goal was just to go
through today and see how
it goes.”

Day’s effort dominated
another dramatic afternoon
on the links-style layout that
saw five different names at

the top of the leaderboard
and an assortment of brilliant
and bewildering shots.
Masters champion Spi-
eth and his American Ry-
der Cup team mate Patrick
Reed began the day with a
one-shot lead but as the sun
set into Puget Sound the lea-
derboard had a very differ-
ent look. One of the longest
courses ever for a golf ma-

Phwintbarohn

] 5:30 pm

9:35am ;

e Documentary(ASEAN) %:|3-|5e;a)cliﬂL|ne News

10:35am * Socio Economic

* People’s Talks Scenes

11:35am 7:00 pm

* MRTV’s Youth o News
Programme 7:35 pm

12:00 noon « Documentary

e News/ 8:00 pm
International News / e News / International
Weather Report News / Weather

12:35 pm Report

e Tasty Trip 9:00 pm

1:10 pm * News

« Gitadagale e Hluttaw Image

¢ TV Drama Series

Entertainment
Channel

6:00 am

* Mono Classical Songs
6:20 am

e Pyi ThuNi Ti

6:40 am

 Fashion Show

7:05 am

* Musical Programme
7:15am

e TV Drama Series
8:00 am

e TV Drama Series

(22-6-2015, Monday)

8:35am

 Teleplay

9:00 am

e Musical Programme

9:50 am

 Teleplay

10:00 am

e Pyi Thu Ni Ti

10:15 am

» ABU Radio Song
Festival (2015)

10:35 am

e Myanmar Video

jor, Chambers Bay was tai-
lor-made for the big-hitting
Johnson, who muscled his
way to the top with an even-
par 70 while Grace, a Six-
time winner on the European
Tour, also had a 70.

With its picture postcard
vistas, Chambers Bay may
have an attractive look but
it has been widely criticised
by golfers and commenta-
tors with the attacks growing
louder with each day. Most
of the grumbling has been
directed at the bumpy and
undulating greens, but Spi-
eth proved they can be con-
quered as he rolled in a 38-
foot birdie putt at the second
to move two ahead.

The world number two
continued to wield a hot
putter, draining a 40-footer
for birdie at the third to open
up a three-shot cushion.

But even the best putter

in the game would have his
problems with the controver-
sial greens and Spieth’s first
wobble came at the fourth
when he three-putted from
30 feet for his first bogey.
That was followed by
another at the fifth and sud-
denly Spieth’s three-shot ad-
vantage had vanished, leav-
ing him to scramble his way
toa71. “l knew that even par
was a really good score start-
ing the day, but when I get to
seven-under for the tourna-
ment [ don’t want to finish at
four-under, no matter where
you’re playing,” said Spieth,
who will try to become just
the sixth player to win the
Masters and US Open in the
same year. “I had four three-
putts today and that’s going
to happen out here but two
of them are unforced and
shouldn’t have happened.”
Reuters
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Rampant Germany, gritty China

Epmonton,  (Cana-
da), 21 June — Twice
champions Germany and
a resurgent China reached
the quarter-finals of the
Women’s World Cup af-
ter contrasting victories
the first matches in the
knockout phase of the
competition on Saturday.

Germany  crushed
Sweden 4-1 in Ottawa
with Celia Sasic scored in
each half against a disap-
pointing Swedish side.

Anja Mittag and
Dzsenifer Marozsan also
found the target for the
pre-tournament  favour-
ites. A 12" minute goal
from Wang Shanshan was
all that separated China
from a lively Cameroon
with some resilient de-
fending ensured a place in
the last eight for the 1999
runners-up. The knockout
phase continues on Sun-
day with Brazil taking
on Australia, France up
against South Korea and
hosts Canada facing Swit-
zerland. Germany’s re-
sounding victory against a
traditionally strong Swe-

Anderson

LonpoN, 21 June —
Kevin Anderson produced
a devastating display of
serving power to reach
the final of the Aegon
Championships with a 6-3,
6-7(6) 6-3 defeat of gallant
Frenchman Gilles Simon at
Queen’s Club on Saturday.

Seventh seed Simon
watched 34 aces fly past
him on the slick Centre
Court grass but hung on to
stretch the towering South
African into a decider be-
fore succumbing.

Anderson, ranked 17
in the world, will face either
top seed Andy Murray or
Serbia’s Viktor Troicki in
Sunday’s final which will
be his first on grass.

World number three
Murray, bidding for a
fourth Queen’s Club title,

Cameroon forward Gabrielle Onguene (7) controls

the ball against China during the second half in the
round of sixteen in the FIFA 2015 women’s World
Cup soccer tournament at Commonwealth Stadium,
Edmonton, Alberta, CAN on 20 June, 2015.
China won 1-0.—REUTERS

den sent a clear message
that Silvia Neid’s team
have a real chance to go
all the way and join their
male counterparts as world
champions.

“Every German player
seems to be comfortable
with the ball ... we had a
hard time defensively,”
said Sweden coach Pia
Sundhage. “If you want
to win that kind of game
when Germany is playing
well you need everything

to go your way and un-
fortunately it did not,” she
said.

Neid found no need
for false modesty about
the performance of the
2003 and 2007 champions.
“We were clearly the bet-
ter team and that’s why we
won ... | think (Sweden)
did well but we didn’t al-
low them to make much of
it,” she said.

“We played well but
we’re not world champions

Germany forward Celia Sééic (13) collides with

Sweden goalkeeper Hedvig Lindahl (1) as defender
Amanda llestedt (14) defends during the second half
in the round of sixteen in the FIFA 2015 women’s
World Cup soccer tournament at Lansdowne Stadium
Ottawa, Ontario, CAN, on 20 June, 2015.—REUTERS

yet ... we’re human beings,
not robots,” she said.

China’s win came
without their head coach
Hao Wei on the bench as
he served a one-match
suspension but his assis-
tant Chang Wei Wei was
delighted with the way his
players stuck at their task.

“They were resilient
and brave. They were like
warriors for 90 minutes,”
he said.

China will face the

winner of the match be-
tween the second ranked
US and Colombia in Ed-
monton on Monday with
Cameroon counterpart
Enow Ngachu thinking
the Chinese could pro-
duce an upset if they meet
the United States in the
next round. “They defend
very well and looking
at the way they defend I
think they have chances
to beat the United States,”
he said.—Reuters

powers into Queen’s final, Murray delayed

South Africa’s Kevin Anderson in action during his
semi final match during Aegon Championships at
Queens Club, London on 20 June, 2015.—REUTERS

and Troicki were locked
at 3-3 in the first set when
heavy rain wiped out the
rest of the day’s play,
meaning they will resume
at 1000GMT (6:00 am ET)
on Sunday.

Troicki slipped and

fell and appeared to injure
his shoulder during the final
point before the rain arrived
but was ready to resume
when play was suspended.
The 29-year-old An-
derson has dropped serve
only once on the way to

the final, against former
champion Lleyton Hewitt
in round one when he was a
point away from defeat.

Since then he has
gathered momentum and
has looked impregnable
on serve, bashing down 96
aces.

“I think at this pointit’s
more just about the rhythm
and the way it feels,” the
unseeded Anderson told re-
porters.

“I really feel it’s been
clicking the last few match-
es.”

It was in the groove
against the agile Simon
who did not sniff a single
break point.

Anderson is not just a
monstrous server though.

He struck plenty of
precision  groundstrokes

and a couple of rasping
forehands allowed him
to break decisively in the
eighth game of the opener.

Simon stuck to his task
manfully to reach a tiebreak
in the second set but Ander-
son looked on the cusp of
victory leading 5-4 with a
mini-break and two service
points to come.

But Simon turned it
round, saving one match
point when  Anderson
skewed a backhand wide,
before levelling the match.

The decider went with
serve until 4-3 when An-
derson, whose Dbaseline
game was solid throughout,
snatched the Frenchman’s
serve and he then duly
sealed victory, predictably
with an ace.

Reuters

Phelps wins 200 butterfly at Pro Swim meet

Santa  Crara, (Ca-
lif), 21 June — Michael
Phelps took a positive step
forward in his attempts
to make the US team for
the Rio Olympics when
he posted his fastest time
in the 200 metres butter-
fly since he launched his
comeback.

The 18-time Olym-
pic gold medallist clocked

1:57.62 to win the event at
the Pro Swim Series meet
in Santa Clara, California,
though he was still three
seconds slower than the
fastest time of the year set
by Japan’s Daiya Seto.

“I would have like to
have finished a little better
but we have been doing
things in workout that |
haven’t done a long time

in butterfly,” he said in a
poolside interview.
“Having that confi-

dence back helped me.”
Seto clocked 1:54.56
last month.
The  American s

coming off a high-altitude
training stint and said he
did not know whether he
would even try to quali-
fy for the event for next

year’s Rio Olympics.

“We haven’t really
seen much progression in
this event over the last cou-
ple of years,” said Phelps,
a two-time Olympic cham-
pion in the event.

“l came into tonight
wanting to do 1:57 and |
did it. I’m not sure what’s
going to happen over the
next year, but I'm just

happy to do that (1:57) be-
cause | think it’s going to
help me a lot in the 100.”
The 29-year-old,
who retired after the 2012
Olympics but launched a
comeback last year, will
not contest August’s world
championships in Russia,
due to a drink driving con-
viction last year.
Reuters

Messi
celebrates 100
int’l matches
with Argentina

SanTIaGo, 21 June
— The true protagonist of
Saturday’s Argentina vs Ja-
maica Copa America 2015
match in Chile will be Li-
onel Messi as he celebrates
his 100" cap with Argentina.
The player who still hasn’t
turned 28 will be the young-
est player to ever reach such
a figure in the history of the
South American team. The
Argentine player, who will
turn 28 on 24 June, contin-
ues breaking records and
this period of football has
even began to be known as
“Messi’s century”, accord-
ing to Spanish sports daily
Marca.

Fellow  Argentinians
Javier Zanetti reached 144
international matches in his
career followed by Mascher-
ano who currently holds 113
caps at 30 years-old said the
sports daily. All this sug-
gests that the Barcelona star
will overtake both Zanetti
and Mascherano’s caps. The
mythical 100-mark was also
beaten by Cholo Simeone
(104) and Roberto Ayala
(114). Everyone is expect-
ing Argentina to beat Jamai-
ca in the final match of the
Copa America 2015 group
stages. A win would warrant
a double celebration from
Messi to mark his centenary
playing for his national team
and and also with a win Ar-
gentina will pass to the quar-
ter finals of the tournament.

The Argentinian for-
ward has won every title
available at club level with
Barcelona but he still hasn’t
won a World Cup with his
national team. Messi is com-
peting for the third time in
the Copa America and has
also played in the Word Cup
the same amount of times
according to Marca.

“In these 100 matches
I have had the opportuni-
ty to live some incredible,
very beautiful experiences.
Unforgettable. I have expe-
rienced situations that have
allowed me to grow as a
player but unfortunately no
title,” said Messi about his
100 caps during an inter-
view with the Spanish news-
paper.

“l hope that these 100
matches will come with one
(a title),” added the Bare-
celona forward. Although
Messi has won Olympic
and Youth medals with the
South American side, Ar-
gentina haven’t won a title
since the Copa America
1993 which was 22 years
ago. —Xinhua
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