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Vice President looks into West Yangon
General Hospital

YANGON, 7 June —
Vice President Dr Sai Mauk
Kam inspected hedlthcare
facilities at the West Yan-
gon Generd Hospital on
Sunday.

The 200-bedded hospi-
tal in Kyimyindine Town-
ship is aso providing med-
ical services to outpatients,
and it consists of 17 wards
including a medical ward,
a surgical ward, a pediatric
ward, and an obstetrics and
gynecology ward.

Dr Daw Nyunt Nyunt
Wai, the medical superin-
tendent of the hospital, ex-
plained the number of staff,
healthcare servicesand free
medical treatmentsin 2014.

Deputy Minister for
Health Dr Win Myint and
Yangon region’s Chief
Minister U Myint Swe pre-
sented the possible infra-
structural  development  at
the hospital .

At the meeting with
responsible persons, Dr Sai
Mauk Kham said renovation
and development works at
the hospital will be carried
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Vice President Dr Sai Mauk Kham visits child ward at West Yangon General Hospltal |'n
Kyimyindine Township.—MNa

out depending on the budget
allocation each fiscal year
together with the contribu-
tion of private sector.

He aso urged the staff
member of the hospital to be
hospitable to the patients.

The West Yangon

General Hospital was con-
structed in 1965-1966 and
the four-storey building in
1997.

MJA offers exchange visit for excellent Myanmar
matriculation students

YaNGoN, 7 June—
Myanmar Japan AssoCia-
tion made the outstanding
Myanmar ~ matriculation
students an offer of apply-
ing for exchange visit pro-
gramme.

A total of 20 outstand-
ing matriculation students
in  2014-2015 academic
year will be awarded the
8-day visit to Japan in Sep-
tember this year, accord-

ing to the announcement
of MJA.

Some 95 studentsfrom
states and regions who got
the highest market in previ-
ous exam can apply for this
exchange visit programme
by 10 July, and MJA will
interview the shortlists.

U Saw Hla Min, the
President of Myanmar Ja-
pan Association, said the
exchange visits is aimed to

promote relations between
two countries, providing
human resource develop-
ment and honouring out-
standing Myanmar students
in the matriculation exam.
Under the programme,
the selected Myanmar stu-
dents will get a chance to
visit a university in Tokyo
and general science mu-
seum during their three-
day visit in the capital and
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a four-day home stay in
northern Japan, according
toMJA.

MJA has donated
school uniforms and ste-
tionery to the students at
two basic education pri-
mary schools in Phygyi
Station and Shwemyaya
monastic education middle
school, in north district of
Y angon, on 2 June.
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A meeting on MJA outstanding students award in progress.—mna

The hospital provided
free medicd treatments to
14,746 inpatientsin 2014.
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Police rescue 22 human
trafficking victims in May

By Khaing Thanda Lwin

YANGON, 7 June —
Myanmar police last month
rescued 22 human traf-
ficking victims bound for
foreign countries as forced
labourers or brides, Police
Captain Min Naing said
Saturday.

In May, the Anti-Traf-
ficking in Persons Division
arrested 18 traffickers in
11 separate cases, most of
them women, he added.

According to the po-
lice, 56 trafficking cases
have been recorded from
January to May, nearly
doubling from the same pe-
riod last year.

Fifteen cases occurred
in Shan State, while Man-
dalay and Y angon were the
next highest, with 10 and
seven respectively.

Bago, Sagaing, Mag-
way and Ayeyawady re-
gions, and Kayin, Mon
and Kachin states al had
fewer than seven cases but
there have been no reports
of human trafficking cases

in the capital Nay Pyi Taw,
Taninthayi Region and Ra-
khine State this year.

The authorities arrest-
ed 93 traffickers during the
five months, but 51 sus-
pects are still at large. All
of the wanted traffickers are
Myanmar nationals, Police
Captain Min Naing said.

According to the offi-
cial figures, the number of
trafficking cases from 2006
to May this year reached
1,179 nationwide, with
police rescuing more than
2,000 victims and arrest-
ing 2,199 traffickers. More
than 1,000 suspects remain
on the run.

Trafficking in persons
is a serious crime in both
developed and developing
countries, with cases in-
volving forced labour or
sexua exploitation preva
lent. Most Myanmar vic-
tims were sold into forced
marriages in China and
forced labour in Thai-
land.—GNLM
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Local farmers receive
poppy-alternative crops

KyAaUukMmE, 7 June — A
ceremony to distribute pop-
py-alternative crops to lo-
cal farmers was held at the
hall of Township General
Administration Depart-
ment in Mantong, northern
Shan State, recently.

On the occasion, Com-
mander of Township Police
Force Police Major Tin Pe
gave talks on prevention
of narcotic drugs, Head
of Township Agriculture

Department U Zeyar Min
Min Aung, cultivation of
poppy-alternative crops in
implementation of special
Yinmar project, and cul-
tivation of crops through
good agricultural patters.
Township officials
presented Palethwe pad-
dy and maize seeds and
60 bags of pearl and com-
pound fertilizers to local
farmers.
Myint Aung

MaANDALAY, 7 June —
Myanmar Legal Aid Net-
work organized the discus-
sion on legal aid law (draft)
at Shwe Ye Mon Hotel on
53 street in Mahaaung-
mye Township, Mandalay,
on 6 June.

Chairman of Myanmar
Legal Aid Network Ad-
vocate U Hla Ko made a
speech while leader of the
management committee of
the network U Kyaw Myint
spoke about matters related
to the drafted law.

Advocates from the
network discussed chapters
of the drafted law.

Thiha Ko Ko (Mandalay)

Mandalay Region secures 38.56 percent
of pass rate |n 2015 matrlculatlon exam

| AN

MANDALAY, 7 June —
The result in the matricula-
tion examination for 2015
was announced at respective
exam centres across the na-
tion on 6 June.

A total of 33,625 stu-
dents of 87,201 passed the
examination, accounting for
a 38.56 percent of pass rate
in 2015, compared with a
34.40 percent in 2014.

Of the winners, a total
of 6,943 students won the
distinctions.

Mandalay District se-
cured a 43.34 percent pass
rate with 11,473 students
passing the exam of 26,471
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candidates and 3,065 dis-
tinction winners.

PyinOoLwin  District
also turned out a 38.97 per-
cent pass rate with 5,669
students passing the exam of
14,548 candidates and 1,065
distinction winners.

Kyaukse District pro-
duced a 33.23 percent pass
rate with 2,446 students
passing the exam of 7,361
candidates and 345 distinc-
tion winners.

A total of 3,224 stu-
dents passed the exam with
a 29.52 percent pass rate
from 10,920 candidates with
560 distinction winners in

Myingyan District.

NyaungU District won
a 36.17 percent pass rate
with 3,278 students winning
the exam from 9,063 can-
didates and 457 distinction
winners. Meiktila District
amounted to a 43.30 percent
pass rate with 5,573 stu-
dents passing the exam from
12,871 candidates and 1,205
distinction winners.

A total of 1,962 stu-
dents passed the exam ac-
counting for a 32.88 pass
rate from 5,967 candidates
and 246 distinction winners
in Yamethin District.

Tin Maung (Mandalay)

Myanmar, Indian businessmen concentrate
on development of bilateral trade, investment

MANDALAY, 7 June
Mandalay  Region
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry and Manda-
lay-based Indian Consulate
General jointly staged the
roundtable discussion on
India-Myanmar Trade and
Investment at Sedona Ho-
tel at the corner of 26" and
66" streets in Ayechanth-
azan Township on 5 June.
Mandalay Region

Minister for Planning and

Advocates discuss legal aid law (draft)

Economy U Aung Zan
spoke about economic co-
operation and investment
in the region and easing
the restrictions for devel-
opment of border trade be-
tween the two countries.
Indian Consul General
Dr Nandakuma explained
export of Myanmar prod-
ucts by Mandalay Region
to Indian market, coop-
eration in development
of IT, and bilateral trade

promotion and investment
matters.
Chairman of MRC-
CI clarified cooperation in
seeking Indian market for
exporting Myanmar prod-
ucts and Indian products to
upper Myanmar market.
Deputy Director U
Swe Tint Kyu reported on
agricultural produces and
chemical free vegetables
and fruits to the market.
Thiha Ko Ko (Mandalay)

Mahlaing Tsp records top pass rate in
matriculation exam

MEKTILA, 6 June —
Mahlaing Township topped
the table in the recent ma-
triculation exam in Manda-
lay Region’s Meiktila Dis-
trict, recording a pass rate of
53.73 percent, followed by
Wundwin Township with
42.95 percent and Meiktila
Township with 41.42 per-
cent.

The exam results were

released on 6 June, with
over 5,000 students in the
township passing the exam.
A total of 12,871 students
sat the matriculation exams
across the district in March
2015.

In the 2014-2015 aca-
demic year, Meiktila Dis-
trict had 1,000 outstanding
students who passed the
examination with flying col-

ours, including 33 students
who achieved distinctions
in all subjects. Of these
students, 571 were from
Mahlaing Township. There
were nearly 150,000 stu-
dents from over 800 basic
education schools plus 35
monastic education schools
in Meiktila District last
academic year

GNLM-018

Ministers, local residents participate in tree
growing ceremony

NYAUNGSHWE, 7 June
— A tree growing cere-
mony marked the World
Environment Day 2015 in
Lwenyeint Village, west of
Inlay Lake in Nyaungshwe
Township, on 5 June.

Shan State Minister

for Forestry and Mining
U Sai Aik Paung, Minister
for Development Affairs U
Sai Hla Win, Minister for
Electricity and Industry U
Sai Tun Yin, Minister for
Social Welfare Dr Myo
Tun, Inn Ethnic Affairs

Minister U Win Myint,
departmental  personnel,
members of social organ-
izations and local people
planted 853 saplings of
various  species nearby
village.

Myat Thu (IPRD)
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NAY Py1 Taw, 7 June
— The Union Election
Commission released a
notification on Sunday
for the 2015 general
elections. The notifica-
tion stated that voter lists
will be announced for
the third time at the of-
fices of district sub-com-
missions in all districts
in Kayah State, all dis-
tricts in Kayin State, all
districts in Chin State,

all districts in Mon State,
all districts in Magway
Region, Sagaing, Shwebo,
Monywa, Yinmabin and
Tamu districts in Sagaing
Region, Dawei and Mye-
ik districts in Taninthayi
Region, Bago District in
Bago Region, Mandalay,
PyinOoLwin, Kyaukse
and Myingyan districts
in  Mandalay = Region
and Taunggyi, Loilem,
Langkho districts, Pao-O

UEC issues notification

Self-Administered Zone
and Danu Self-Adminis-
tered Zone in Shan Sttae
from 8 to 21 June June
2015.

Voters may apply reg-
istration for absence of
their names in the list with
form No 3 and for correc-
tion for wrong facts and
figures with form No 4-C.
People may complain for
nomination of unsuitable
persons (e.g., dead per-

sons or prisoners) with
form No 4. Visitors’
names will be included
in voter list of permanent
residences where they
hold the household reg-
istration form No. 66/6.
Political parties should
cooperate with the Union
Election Commission in
the tasks to enable voters
to include the list and to
have comprehensive vot-
er lists.—MNA

Stone age mural paintings discovered

PR AL

o

in Ywangan Tsp

o B i r..-*" 'f

Union Minister for Culture U Aye Myint Kyu views stone age mural
paintings at large rock in Ywangan Township.—mn~a

YANGON, 7 June —
A team of archaeologists
and experts led by Union
Minister for Culture U
Aye Myint Kyu on Satur-
day visited the site where

stone age mural paintings
were discovered by locals
called U Win Bo and U
Soe Naing.

The site is located
about 3-hour walk in the

jungle from Ywasoepyin
Village on the bank of
Kinta Dam.

The mural paintings
were found on the largest
boulder of 80-foot length

and  40-foot  breadth,
which stood like a roof,
and depict animals, palms
and others drawn with
natural dyes made of mud
and stones. On a stone
wall of 50-foot length and
22-foot height were paint-
ings of a 14-foot long and
9-foot high elephant and
others. Some of the draw-
ings cannot be seen clear-
ly as they were covered
with dust.

After studying the
paintings, the union min-
ister advised the archae-
ologists and experts to
protect the murals prop-
erly, do more research
and search other possible
sites for similar mural
paintings.

The Ministry of Cul-
ture will invite local and
foreign experts to the site
for research, preservation
and identification of the
times the paintings were
drawn. —MNA

Computer painting contest marks International Day
against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking

YAaNGON, 7 June —
Yangon Region Chief
Minister U Myint Swe on
Saturday attended a com-
puter painting contest to
mark the International Day
against Drug Abuse and II-
licit Trafficking at Informa-
tion Technology Universi-
ty in Bahan Township here.

The competition was
organized by Yangon Re-
gion Committee for Drug
Abuse Control with the
aim of raising awareness
on danger of drugs.

The chief minister to-
gether with rector of the
university Dr Saw San-
da Aye and Chairman U
Myat Kyaw Kyaw of Yan-
gon Region Committee

for Drug Abuse Control
enjoyed the contest. Al-

together 25 students from
basic education schools in

Yangon participated in the
competition.—MNA

Myanmar, Chinese FMs
exchange messages to
mark 65" anniversary
of the establishment of

diplomatic relations

NAY Py1 Taw, 8 June — On the occasion of the
65" anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the Republic of the Union of Myan-
mar and the People’s Republic of China which falls on
8 June 2015, U Wunna Maung Lwin, Union Minister
for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Union of
Myanmar and Mr Wang Yi, Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs of the People’s Republic of China exchanged the
congratulatory messages.—MNA

Union Minister
delivers speech at
hotel service courses
in Rakhine State

YANGON, 7 June —
Union Minister for Hotels
and Tourism U HtayAung
made a speech at the open-
ing ceremony of Hotel
Service Courses (16/2015)
organized by Myanmar
Hoteliers Association
(Rakhine Zone) under the
supervision of the Minis-
try of Hotels and Tourism
at the Amazing Ngapali
Resort Hotel in Ngapali
Beach, Thandwe district in
Rakhine on Saturday.

In his speech, the un-
ion minister said that with
considerable development
of tourism in Myanmar,
the Ministry of Hotels and
Tourism has been conduct-
ing hotel service courses
and tour guide courses at
tour destinations for hu-
man resources develop-
ment.

Nation building tasks
require educated youths
and only educated youths
can bring about develop-
ment for the country, the
minister added.

In conclusion, the
union minister urged the
trainees to continue their
learning after the courses
in order to conduct mul-
tiplier courses in their
towns and cooperate with
the government, private
sector and the public
for the sustainability of

tour destinations.

After the union minis-
ter’s speech, Chairman of
Myanmar Tourism Feder-
ation U Yan Win made a
speech.

In his speech, he said
that it is necessary for
trainees to try as hard as
they can because hotel and
tourism industry is an ex-
tensive service industry
and requires new employ-
ees every year.

As tourism can benefit
the country as well as indi-
viduals involved in it, the
trainees can contribute to
the interests of the country
by trying at the courses,
the chairman concluded.

Afterwards, the union
minister warmly greeted
the trainees.

Present at the opening
ceremony of the courses
were Thandwe District
Administrator U MyoOo,
Thandwe District Police
Officer Police Lt-Col Kan
Win, Chairman of Myan-
mar Tourism Federation
U Yan Win, Chairman of
Myanmar Hoteliers Asso-
ciation (Rakhine Zone) U
AungMyo Min Din and
executive members.

The courses are con-
ducted free of charge
for 301 trainees from
Rakhine State.

MNA

Charge d’Affaires ai of Swedish Embassy Mr
Johan Hallenborg welcomes Yangon Region
Chief Minister U Myint Swe and wife at the
reception to mark National Day of Sweden
at Noridc House, 7 Pyuthu Lane, Mayangon
Township, on 6 June.—MNA
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Mobile school accepts cash
and stationery

State, on 5 June.

Chief  Minister  of
Kayin State U Zaw Min
delivered an address while

Myanmar mobile schools
in Thailand was held at No
1 Basic Education High
School in Myawady, Kayin

Myawapy, 7 June —
The donation ceremony
of cash assistance, school
textbooks and stationery for

Townshlp authorltles departmental personnel, members of polltlcal par-

ties and social organizations collect garbage in urban area of Myanaung,

Ayeyawady Region, on 6 June to be pastic-free town as part of efforts for
environmental conservation.

L Win Bo (MyaNaunG Townsaip IPRD) y

Chairperson Daw Naw
Phaw Yay of Myanmar
Mobile Education Assis-
tance Foundation of My-
anmar Mobile Education
Committee and Principal
of Sathulay School Daw
Naw Sar El accepted the
donations.

The ceremony was at-
tended by wife of the chief
minister, district’s deputy
commissioner U Lwin Ko
Oo and officials of peace
groups and social organi-
zations.

On the occasion, Kay-
in State also donated K3
million, 2,200 dozens of
notebooks, 300 dozens of
pencils, 200 dozens of ball-
pens and other stationery.
More than 6,000 students
are attending over 30 My-
anmar mobile schools in
Thailand.

Htein Lin Aung
(IPRD)

Trainees
complete
manual
trades
course
In Dawel

Dawel, 7 June —
Courses in a variety of
trade disciplines conclud-
ed at the Border Region
Youths Industrial Train-
ing School in Dawei,
Taninthayi Region, on 5
June.

Deputy Director of
Education and Training
Department under the
Ministry of Border Affairs
U Aung Kyaw Myint pre-
sented prizes to the best
trainees in the carpentry,
masonry, steel fixing and
basic mechanic courses.

Nyan Win

Winners bag prizes in bullock-cart and equestrian contests

@ Meiktila

MANDALAY, 7 June —
Bullock-cart and equestrian
contests were held in com-
memoration of the hoisting
an umbrella, a diamond
orb and a pennant shape
vane atop Wairawsana Jade
Pagoda.

On 5 June, a prize
presentation ceremony for
two contests took place at
Hsinywa Myinhmu village
in Amarapura Township.

Pauksa Nyinaung club
secured the first prize, Wek-
yaw Kyunhla, the second
and Yadana Min the third in
the junior bullock cart con-
test while Yehtaik Zwelaik
won the first prize, Aung

Khant-Aung Paing the sec-
ond and Sun Daung third in
the senior contest.

Maryar Kyihsan and
Wiza bullock-carts grasped
the first prizes in the junior
and senior skill demonstra-
tions. Thaha Tin bagged
the first prize in the canter
event, Shwe Moe The in the
junior show jumping and
Moe Star in the senior show
jumping respectively.

Officials of Mandalay
Region Sports and Physical
Education Department and
the well-wisher of the pa-
goda presented prizes to the
winners.

Tin Maung (Mandalay)
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China, Japan finance mini

BEuiNG, 7 June — The
Fifth China-Japan Finance
Dialogue was held in Beijing
on Saturday after about two
years of delay due to sour
relations.

Chinese Finance Min-
ister Lou Jiwei talked with
Japanese Deputy Prime
Minister and Finance Min-
ister Taro Aso over cooper-
ation in economic, financial
and international affairs.

The fourth dialogue
was held in Tokyo in April
2012. But rows and friction
delayed the fifth scheduled
for 2013 in China.

“The ministers shared
the common view that the
Dialogue is of important
significance for both sides,
which contributes to deep-
ening exchange of macroe-
conomic situation and policy

measures of the two coun-
tries, strengthening finan-
cial cooperation, and hence
helping further advance Chi-
na-Japan strategic and mutu-
ally beneficial relationship in
the economic and financial
fields,” said a statement re-
leased after the dialogue.

Both sides said they
are committed to deepening
communication and coor-
dination of macroeconomic
policies, strengthening com-
munication and cooperation
in dealing with external risks
and uncertainties, and main-
taining consultation on ma-
jor international economic
and financial issues.

The two ministers em-
phasized the need to further
deepen bilateral pragmatic
cooperation in finance, en-
hance policy communication

ster meet for cooperation

The Fifth China- Japan Flnance Dlalogue is held in Beijing, capital of Chlna
on 6 June, 2015, after about two years of delay due to sour relations.—Xinaua

in budget, taxation, social
security reform, public debt
management and tariff, scale

up financial cooperation and ment fields.

support collaboration in the

economic, trade and invest-

China and Japan agreed
to strengthen cooperation

South Korea to track cellphones to prevent MERS spread; 5"

SeouL, 7 June — South
Korean authorities  will
track the cellphones of hun-
dreds of people under quar-
antine to prevent the spread
of Middle East Respiratory
Syndrome (MERS) and re-
ported a fifth death in the
outbreak, with the number
of infections rising to 64.

The government, criti-
cised over its lack of trans-
parency in handling the
outbreak, bowed to public
pressure on Sunday and
identified 24 health facili-
ties where infections took
place or MERS patients vis-
ited.

It reported 14 con-
firmed new cases of MERS,
adding to the largest number
outside of the Middle East.

“Please understand this
is an unavoidable measure
for the sake of our neigh-
bours and families,” Dep-
uty Prime Minister Choi
Kyung-hwan told a news
briefing in the central city
of Sejong, where he an-
nounced the plan to track
the mobile phones of people
under quarantine to ensure
they stay at home.

Nearly 2,000 people
in South Korea are under
quarantine, some in health

Cambodia protests Indian plan
to build Angkor Wat replica

Panom Penn, 7 June —
Cambodia sent a letter of
protest to India on Saturday,
urging it to intervene to pre-
vent the building of an rep-
lica of the Southeast Asian
country’s famous 12" centu-
ry temple Angkor Wat.

The Foreign Ministry’s
diplomatic note, a copy of
which was seen by Kyodo
News, said Cambodia has
learned that Mahavir Man-
dir, a Hindu trust based in In-
dia’s eastern state of Bikar,
plans to build the replica
there. “The Royal Govern-
ment of Cambodia consid-
ers that this copy of Angkor
Wat temple for commercial
benefit seriously violates the
world heritage which is of
a universal and exception-
al value of humanity,” the
ministry said in the note ad-
dressed to India’s Ministry
of External Affairs.

It strongly requested
in India to seriously and ur-
gently address this issue to
prevent traditional historical
relations between the two

countries and peoples from
being undermined.

The Indian trust says on
its website that the massive
temple it plans to build on
land acquired some 60 kilo-
metres outside the ancient
city of Vaishali, in western
Bihar, would replace Ang-
kor Wat as the largest Hindu
temple in the world.

It says the name has
been changed from Viraat
Angkor Wat Ram Mandir to
Viraat Ramayan Mandir “to
respect the sentiments of the
Cambodian people.” “When
this project is contemplated,
it will cement further the
strong bond between the
two culturally rich countries
India and Cambodia” that
has existed for two millen-
nia, it says. The Cambodian
Foreign Ministry said in its
protest letter that Angkor
Wat, which was built in the
early 12" century and is now
amajor attraction for foreign
tourists, has always been the
symbol of Cambodia.

Kyodo News

Tourists wearing masks to prevent themselves from
contracting Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS)
arrive at the Incheon International Airport in Incheon,

South Korea, on 7 June, 2015.—REUTERS

care facilities but most at
home, including an entire

village of about 105 people
in the southwest after a res-

ident who visited a hospital
where the country’s first pa-
tient with MERS was treat-
ed turned out to be infected.

Late last month, a
South Korean man broke a
voluntary house quarantine
and flew to Hong Kong and
then travelled to mainland
China, where he tested pos-
itive for MERS.

South  Korea’s out-
break of the often-deadly
MERS virus, first reported
on 20 May, has prompt-
ed fear and the closure last
week of more than 1,000
schools, with thousands of
tourists cancelling plans to

in the G20 to actively im-
plement previous summits’
consensus, and push for new
achievements in the Antalya
Summit in 2015.

As two major countries
in Asia, both sides pledged
to further advancing finan-
cial cooperation in East Asia
and discussed the direction
for the future development
of ASEAN+3 financial co-
operation.

The two sides will pro-
mote infrastructure devel-
opment in Asia, including
through coordination with
development financial insti-
tutions, on the basis of com-
mon interests.

Lou and Aso agreed to
hold the Sixth China-Japan
Finance Dialogue in Tokyo
next year.

Xinhua

patient dies

visit the country.

“We can absolute-
ly control this because all
MERS cases in our country
are infections in health fa-
cilities, not spreading into
communities,” Choi said.

First identified in hu-
mans in 2012, MERS is
caused by a coronavirus
from the same family as
the one that triggered Se-
vere Acute Respiratory
Syndrome. But MERS has
a much higher death rate
at 38 percent, according to
World Health Organization
figures.

Reuters

13 dead, six still missing on Malaysia

Kunpasang, (Malay-
sia), 7 June — The death
toll among climbers on
Mt Kinabalu, Malaysia’s
highest mountain, in the
wake of a magnitude 6.0
earthquake rose to 13 on
Saturday while six are still
unaccounted for, officials
said.

Eleven bodies were re-
covered between 6.5 kilo-
metres and 7.0 km from
Timpohon Gate, the start-
ing point for the trek up the
4,095-metre high mountain
on the west coast of Sabah
state on Borneo island,
Ranau district police chief
Mohamad Farhan Lee Ab-
dullah said.

Late Friday, rescue
personnel found two other
bodies — that of a 30-year-
old male local mountain
guide and a 12-year old
Singaporean girl.

The girl was part of a
group of 29 primary school
students and eight teachers

from Singapore who were
on school excursion to Mt
Kinabalu when the quake
hit shortly after 7 am on
Friday, according to Singa-
porean media.

Queen Elizabeth Hos-
pital director Dr Heric Cor-
ray told Kyodo News nine
out of the 10 bodies sent
to the hospital on Saturday
have been identified.

Of the nine, six are
from Singapore, two from
Malaysia and one from the
Philippines.

“This is a very sad day
for Kinabalu,” Sabah state
Tourism, Culture and En-
vironment Minister Masidi
Manjun told a Press con-
ference at Kinabalu Na-
tional Park Headquarters.

A total of 187 climb-
ers from 21 countries to-
gether with 107 mountain
guides, park rangers and
lodge workers were at the
peak when the quake hit,
triggering rock falls that

mountain after quake

left them stranded.

Malaysian police said
on Sunday one of the miss-
ing is a 29-year-old Japa-
nese man, Masahiro Ozaki,
while the park’s manag-
er separately told Kyodo
News that a search team
has found another body in
the mountain that seems to
be Ozaki’s.

Japan’s consular office
in Kota Kinabalu said it has
yet to confirm the informa-
tion.

The body was found
in the area where rock falls
occurred and other bodies
were recovered, the man-
ager, Yassin Miki, said.

Most of those who
died were doing the “via
ferrata” route, a more ex-
treme form of climbing
with  climbers attached
to ropes secured to pegs
hammered into near ver-
tical slopes on certain
stretches.

Mountain Torg, the

company running the route,
touts it as the world’s high-
est via ferrata, beginning at
3,200 metres and ending at
3,776 metres above sea lev-
el. “Via ferrata” is Italian
for “iron road.”

Masidi said the moun-
tain will be closed for three
weeks but the park will still
be open for tourists.

Sabah Park Director
Jamili Nais said the tragedy
was the worst on the moun-
tain since the park was es-
tablished 51 years ago.

Friday’s quake had a
relatively shallow depth of
10 km, with its epicenter
located 12 km from Ranau,
according to the US Geo-
logical Survey.

Sabah has a history of
earthquakes since it is lo-
cated near the Pacific Ring
of Fire, which includes
some 450 volcanoes and
accounts for 90 percent of
the world’s quakes.

Kyodo News
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Abe seeks G-7 opposition to China’s muscle-flexing at sea

Munich, 7 June —
Group of Seven leaders
will start a two-day meet-
ing on Sunday in Germany
at which Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe will
seek to drum up the major
democracies’  opposition
to attempts by Russia and
China to “change the sta-
tus quo” in Ukraine and the
East and South China seas,
respectively, by force.

Drawing parallels be-
tween the Ukraine crisis
sparked by Russia’s annex-
ation of Crimea last year
and China’s massive land
reclamation in disputed wa-
ters in the South China Sea,
Abe, together with his G-7
peers, is expected to urge
Moscow and Beijing to re-
frain from flexing muscles
that escalate tensions with
other countries and behave
in accordance with inter-
national law, according to
Japanese officials.

Japan is not part of
claimant states in the South
China Sea, but it is em-
broiled in a row with China
over a group of islets in the
East China Sea. China has
repeatedly been sending
official ships into Japanese
waters around the Senkaku
Islands in an attempt to un-
dermine Japanese adminis-
tration of the islands.

“The  situation in
Ukraine is shaking the foun-
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Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe arrives at Munich
International Airport on 6 June, 2015, for Group of
Seven summit talks beginning the following day. Abe
will seek to drum up the major democracies’ opposition
to attempts by Russia and China to “change the status
quo” by force in Ukraine and the East and South
China seas, respectively. —Kyopno NEws

dation of the basic rules of
the international communi-
ty,” a senior Japanese For-
eign Ministry official said.
“This is a problem not only
for Europe, but the whole
world including Asia.”

Abe will attend the
summit at Schloss Elmau,
south of Munich, just days
after affirming closer de-
fense and security cooper-
ation with the Philippines
and Malaysia, two of the
countries locked in territo-
rial disputes with China in
the South China Sea.

“As Japan is the only
G-7 member from Asia, |
would like to have substan-

Website of national pension service
halted over security concern

Tokyo, 7 June — The
Japan Pension  Service,
now at the heart of massive
personal data leaks, said on
Saturday that it made its
website inaccessible by In-
ternet users after finding a
security vulnerability.

The national pension
provider said the move will
not affect its core computer
system containing sensi-
tive personal information,
such as records of pension
contributions, because the
website is not maintained

on its own server.

The website was halt-
ed at 3:40 pm, according
to the pension provider. It
said it was working to re-
sume access to the website.

The pension body said
earlier this week that the
names and ID numbers of
about 1.25 million peo-
ple in the nation’s public
pension programme were
leaked after its personal
computers were compro-
mised in cyberattacks.

Kyodo News

Iran vows removal of
“oppressive” sanctions to
revive economy

TEHERAN, 7 June, —
ranian President Hassan
Rouhani on Sunday calls
on nation to remove the
“oppressive” western sanc-
tions so as to make the
economy thrive. By the
removal of the sanctions,
capital could flow in, and
financial, environmental,
industrial and employment
issues would be solved,
Rouhani was quoted as
saying by IRIB.

He criticized the West

for the imposition of sanc-
tions on Iran, saying that
“those who exerted sanc-
tions on Iran made an op-
pressive move against the
Iranian nation.”

“These sanctions are
like fever. At its early
stage, the person says it is
not important and does not
care,” Rouhani said, adding
that but when the fever in-
tensifies and starts to affect,
then it is late and he should
strive to recover.—Xinhua

tial discussions on Asian
affairs,” he told reporters
Friday in Tokyo.

A senior US official
said the leaders of Britain,
Canada, France, Germany,
Italy, Japan and the Unit-
ed States will affirm the
importance of maintaining
sanctions on Russia to in-
centivize full implementa-
tion of a February cease-fire
agreement and to serve as
a deterrent against further
Russian aggression.

“It’s very important
coming out of these G-7
meetings that the world is
seen as speaking with one
voice in support of those

important  consequences
that have been imposed on
Russia, and to demonstrate
that Russia will continue to
face those sanctions until a
diplomatic solution is fully
implemented,” Ben Rho-
des, US deputy national se-
curity adviser for strategic
communications, said in a
conference call on Thurs-
day.

The leaders also plan
to focus on antiterrorism
measures, nuclear pro-
grammes in Iran and North
Korea, a China-led region-
al investment bank to be
launched by the end of the
year, as well as a new car-
bon-capping  framework
the United Nations aims to
adopt at a climate change
conference late this year in
Paris, according to the Jap-
anese officials.

Abe is expected to
explain Japan’s decision
to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 26 percent by
2030 from 2013 levels and
express the nation’s will-
ingness to contribute to the
adoption of an emissions
cut deal that would involve
all countries, they said.

Separately,  German
Chancellor Angela Merkel
is advocating a G-7 agree-
ment for a 60 percent cut in
greenhouse gas emissions
globally by 2050 from 2010
levels in an effort to inject

fresh momentum into cli-
mate negotiations in the
run-up to the Paris meeting,
according to G-7 delegates.

Abe is likely to call for
transparency in manage-
ment and lending standards
of the Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank, a position
that is likely to be shared by
other leaders, the Japanese
officials said.

The G-7 members are
split in their response to
Beijing’s initiative. While
Britain, France, Germany
and Italy have signed up to
become founding members
of the AlIB, Canada, Japan
and the United States have
stayed out given concern
over the forming body’s
governance and debt sus-
tainability. Abe also plans
to brief Japan’s recent
announcement of a $110
billion, five-year ‘“high
quality” infrastructure in-
vestment initiative for Asia,
a project some see as a
counterbalance to the AlIB,
which will have an initial
capital of $100 billion.

Referring to his meet-
ing on Saturday with
Ukraine President Petro
Poroshenko in Kiev, Abe is
likely to tell his G-7 peers
that Japan, as G-7 president
next year, will increase its
engagement with Ukraine
to help achieve a peaceful
and diplomatic solution to

the crisis. As the situation
remains unstable in east-
ern Ukraine with gunfire
and battles continuing in
some areas, the G-7 leaders
will demand that all parties
fully implement their com-
mitment under a cease-fire
agreement reached between
Ukrainian government
forces and pro-Russian
separatists in February in
Minsk.

On Monday, the lead-
ers will hold enlarged talks
with  so-called outreach
countries such as Ethiopia,
Iraq, Liberia, Nigeria and
Tunisia about terrorism,
development, public health
and women’s economic
empowerment and entre-
preneurship.

In the fight against
terrorism, the leaders are
likely to affirm efforts to
degrade Islamic State mili-
tants through air campaign
inside Irag, as well as to
train and reinforce Iraqi se-
curity forces as they seek to
reclaim territory taken by
the militants.

Russia was invited to
join the G-7in 1998 and re-
mained a member of what
was then called the Group
of Eight nations, or the G-8,
until last year when the G-7
suspended Moscow’s par-
ticipation in retaliation for
its action in Ukraine.

Kyodo News

India, Bangladesh sign historic land boundary agreement

Dnaka, 7 June — In-
dia and Bangladesh signed
an agreement on Saturday
to simplify their 4,000-km
border and clarify the iden-
tities of 52,000 living in
enclaves, over four decades
after the neighbours first
tried to untangle complex
territorial rights set down in
1713.

Under the deal, signed
in Dhaka in the presence of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Bangladeshi
counterpart Sheikh Hasina,
the two countries will swap
some 200 tiny enclaves
dotted around the border.
Their inhabitants have been
deprived of public services
and living in squalid con-
ditions. A string of trade
and investment agreements
accompanied the land deal,
with $4.5 billion of invest-
ments in power and a $2
billion credit facility for
Bangladesh unveiled on
Saturday.

Established by a treaty
between two former prince-
ly states, the 106 Indian en-
claves in Bangladesh and
92 Bangladeshi enclaves in
India are islands of foreign
territory inside each coun-

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shakes hands with
Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at
Shahjalal International Airport in Dhaka
on 6 June, 2015.—REUTERS

try. Under the pact, each
country will take over most
of the enclaves on its terri-
tory and residents will have
the right to stay where they
are or move to the other side
of the border.

“We have shown polit-
ical consolidation and good-
will with the signing of this
deal,” Modi, who arrived
Bangladesh on a two-day
state visit, told a joint news
conference.

Hasina said: “l salute
all the citizens of India for
supporting this bill in par-
liament.” The land accord
was originally agreed in

1974 by Indira Gandhi of
India and Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman of Bangladesh.
Progress stopped for a long
time, however, after Mu-
jibur was assassinated in
1975 and subsequent gov-
ernments failed to agree on
the transfer of enclaves.
Dhaka’s Foreign Min-
ister Abul Hassan Mahmood
Ali has described the deal,
which has since been updat-
ed, as “a historic milestone
in the relationship between
the two neighbouring south
Asian countries.” The two
prime ministers, along with
the chief minister of West

Bengal, India Mamata Ba-
nerjee, also inaugurated bus
services along the border.
The two countries are look-
ing to boost trade and secu-
rity along the border and to
fight human trafficking.
India’s announcement
of a $2 billion new credit
line to Bangladesh follows
a $1 billion assistance it
provided in 2011 for infra-
structure development.
Among other invest-
ments, Adani Power Lim-
ited of India and Reliance
Power Limited of India
signed deals worth over
$4.5 billion with state-run
Bangladesh Power Devel-
opment Board (BPDB) to
develop six units of pow-
er plants to produce 4,600
MW of electricity.
Reliance will invest
$3 billion to produce 3,000
MW power, while Adani
will set up two coal-fired
plants with a total capacity
of 1,600 MW, costing more
than $1.5 billion.
“Bangladesh will be
able to more than double
power imports from India to
1,100 MW from 500 MW at
present,” Modi said.
Reuters
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Turks vote In election set to shape Erdogan’s legacy

IstanBuL, 7 June —
Turks began voting on Sun-
day in the closest parliamen-
tary election in more than a
decade, one that could pave
the way for President Tayy-
ip Erdogan to amass greater
power or end 12 years of
single-party rule for the AK
Party he founded.

A deadly bombing in
the mainly Kurdish south-
east on Friday has magnified
attention on the pro-Kurdish
opposition, which is trying
to enter parliament as a party
for the first time. Efforts to
end a three-decade Kurdish
insurgency as well as Er-
dogan’s political ambitions
could hinge on that party’s
fate.

Turkey’s most popular
yet most divisive politician,
Erdogan seeks a large ma-
jority for the ruling AK Party
to boost his powers. He says
a US-style executive presi-
dency is necessary to bolster
the regional influence and
economic advances of NA-
TO-member Turkey.

“They say ‘If Erdogan

gets what he wants on Sun-
day he will be unstoppa-
ble’,” he told a rally in the
northeastern province of Ar-
dahan on Saturday.

“They actually mean
Turkey will be unstoppa-
ble.”

In power since 2002,
the AKP is expected to
again be the largest party
by far. But achieving a ma-
jority may depend on the
pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Dem-
ocratic Party (HDP) falling
below the 10 percent hurdle
required to enter parliament.
Opinion polls put it around
that level.

Polling stations opened
at 8 am (0500 GMT) and
some of the country’s 54
million voters began vot-
ing, including in the HDP
stronghold of Diyarbakir in
the mainly Kurdish south-
east.

“I am certain the HDP
will exceed the threshold.
My only worry is the theft
of votes,” social services
worker Bahar Haram, 25,
said, highlighting a fear of

election fraud among some
voters.

Like many people in the
region, her priority was an
end to the conflict between
Ankara and the militant
Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK), which took up arms
in 1984 in an insurgency that
has killed 40,000 people.

“We want peace, that’s
all we want. We want this
horrible war and fighting to
come to an end. If people
steal votes, I fear there is
going to be a bigger war,”
Haram said in the garden of
a school after voting.

Jailed PKK leader Ab-
dullah Ocalan and the state
launched peace talks more
than two years ago and ad-
vancing the process could
hinge on the outcome of the
election.

Polling stations will
close at 1400 GMT. The
first results are set to be an-
nounced at 1800 GMT al-
though authorities could lift
a reporting ban before then.

While constitutionally
required to stay above party

Turkey’s main opposition Republican People’s Party
(CHP) leader Kemal Kilicdaroglu (C) waves to his
supporters from the top of a campaign bus during

an election rally for Turkey’s 7 June parliamentary
election, in Istanbul, Turkey, on 6 June, 2015.
REUTERS

politics, Erdogan has held
frequent rallies during what
has been a confrontational
election campaign, join-
ing Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu in attacking op-
position parties.

The two have portrayed
the election as a choice be-
tween a “new Turkey” or a
return to a history marked by
short-lived coalition govern-
ments, economic instability

Cameron to vent dismay over EU-US trade deal delay at G7

GARMISCH-PARTEN-
KIRCHEN, (Germany), 7 June
— British Prime Minister
David Cameron will use
a meeting of the Group of
Seven industrial nations to
vent frustration at what he
sees as poor progress to-
wards a multibillion-dollar
trade deal between the Eu-
ropean Union and the Unit-
ed States.

Cameron, in bull-
ish mood after winning
re-election with a surprise
majority last month, is ex-
pected to raise the issue in
one-to-one talks with US
President Barack Obama
on Sunday at the G7 and to
join host Angela Merkel,
the German chancellor,
in pushing EU officials to
speed negotiations.

His intervention would
come after the EU’s chief
negotiator said in April
that talks to clinch the so-
called Transatlantic Trade

and Investment Partnership
(TTIP) would stretch into
2016.

“We launched this at a
G8 that was ours in Lough
Erne in 2013,” one Brit-
ish official told reporters.
“That was over 700 days
ago, and the prime minister
feels we should be making
swifter progress.”

Cameron wanted a po-
litical deal by the year-end,
the official said, warning
the global cost of not get-
ting one was about 630
million pounds ($962.01
million) daily.

Proponents say such a
settlement could add $100
billion in annual economic
output on both sides of the
Atlantic.

The TTIP has faced
opposition from protesters
in Germany, however, and
has also stumbled on US
demands for an investor
protection clause.

il

Britain’s Prime Minister
David Cameron leaves
Number 10 Downing
Street to attend Prime
Minister’s Question Time
in Parliament, in London,
Britain on 3 June, 2015.
REUTERS

Cameron, who has
said he wants the G7 to use
the scandal engulfing FIFA
to focus on cracking down
on corruption, will also
warn the world must be
much better prepared for a
disease epidemic.

“The reality is that we
will face an outbreak like

Ebola again and that virus
could be more aggressive
and more difficult to con-
tain,” Cameron said on
the eve of the summit. “It
is time to wake-up to that
threat.”

He is expected to say
Britain is ready to “lead
the way” and work with the
World Health Organiza-
tion to try to harness better
global research, more drug
development, and a faster
and more comprehensive
approach to fighting dis-
ease outbreaks.

He will announce a
British programme to fo-
cus on the most threaten-
ing diseases, a requirement
for UK-funded vaccine
research to be shared glob-
ally, and the creation of a
rapid reaction unit of spe-
cialists backed by a reserve
force of doctors who can
be dispatched to global dis-
ease hot spots.—Reuters

Dacic calls for cooperation in environmental protection

VIENNA, 7  June
OSCE Chairperson in Of-

Serbian Minister of
Foreign Affairs lvica
Dacic

fice and Serbian Minister of
Foreign Affairs Ivica Dacic
voiced a call on Saturday
prompting improvement of
cooperation in environmen-
tal protection on all levels.

Violation of the en-
vironment has a potential
to contribute to conflicts,
Dacic warned on Friday to
mark the World Environ-
ment Day.

He noted that inade-
quate management and ex-
haustion of natural resourc-

es can jeopardise progress
and sustainable develop-
ment.

According to a release
issued by OSCE, Dacic un-
derscored that preservation
of the environment for the
future generations calls for
investments in sustainable
energy.

Such solutions are the
key to efficient response
to challenges embodied in
global climate changes and
security issues connected to

energy sources, he said.
Dacic also commend-
ed the adoption of the joint
declaration on cooperation
which was accepted by
Aarhus Centres in Alba-
nia, Bosnia-Herzegovina,
Montenegro and Serbia on
3 June, and underscored
that this constitutes a good
example of international
cooperation in combating
common challenges in the
environmental  protection
sector.—Tanjug

and military coups.

“Either the stability of
the last 12 years will contin-
ue, or there will be the crisis
scenario of those who want
to take Turkey back to the
chaos and crisis atmosphere
of the 1990s,” Davutoglu
told a rally in the southern
city of Antalya.

Ratcheting up tension
ahead of the vote, HDP lead-
er Selahattin Demirtas called

for Erdogan to apologize for
his muted response to Fri-
day’s bombing of an HDP
rally in Diyarbakir, which
killed two and wounded
more than 200.

Security was tightened
after the attack and some
9,000 police and gendarme-
rie officers were assigned
for duty in Diyarbakir on
Sunday.

Erdogan late on Friday
expressed his condolenc-
es for victims of the attack,
calling it a “provocation”.

While he says he is
equally distant from all par-
ties, HDP leaders have ac-
cused Erdogan of whipping
up sentiment against them
and party deputy Idris Bal-
uken said he and the AKP
bore responsibility for Fri-
day’s attack.

“The source of the vio-
lence is the AKP, the pres-
ident. For two months, we
have been warning that the
rhetoric would result in just
this, including in our talks
with the government,” Bal-
uken told Reuters.—Reuters

EU Parliament president
warns Athens of dramatic
consequences if talks fail

A European Union flag flatters next to a Greek flag
atop the Greek Ministry of Finance during sunset in
central Athens, Greece on 5 June, 2015.—REUTERS

BEerLIN, 7 June — Eu-
ropean Parliament President
Martin Schulz urged Greece
in a newspaper interview to
accept a proposal by its inter-
national lenders for a cash-
for-reforms deal, warning
Athens that failing to reach
an agreement would have
“dramatic” consequences.

The European Union
is willing to compromise
with the Greek government,
Schulz told German news-
paper Welt am Sonntag in
an interview published on
Sunday, adding that the
lenders had already made
concessions in the debt ne-
gotiations.

“I can only warn the
Greek government against
turning down the hand
held out to them,” Schulz,
who has been supportive of
Greece’s cause, said. “Time
is running out and the conse-
quences would be dramatic.”

Greek Prime Minister

Alexis Tsipras has spurned
the terms of proposed aid
from lenders, creating an im-
passe that threatens to push
Greece into default and out
of the euro zone.

Schulz said Tsipras and
his Syriza party should come
to terms with the fact that
they were not only account-
able to their voters, but that
they also had a responsibility
for the country and the Euro-
pean Union.

Greece is in a standoff
with its euro zone and In-
ternational Monetary Fund
creditors over an aid pack-
age aimed at unlocking
money for the country.

The impasse, which is
weighing on financial mar-
kets and could hit the glob-
al economic recovery, will
hang over a Group of Seven
leaders’ summit that Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel will
chair in southern Germany
from Sunday.—Reuters
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The destiny of the country lies
in the capable hands of teachers
By Kyaw Thura

The new academic year has just begun.
There may be some truth in blaming the
current education system on the lower
creative and intellectual powers of students. Yet
the reform of the education system will definitely
take time.

The downward spiral of education in the
_country will no doubt apportion the blame to

teachers too. In a country like Myanmar, teach-
ers are held in high esteem by people from all
walks of life. They have a formative influence
over the lives of their students.

The academic success of children should not
rest with the government alone. Teachers should
accept their share of the responsibility and bear
in mind that effective teaching is a matter of how
much students have learned rather than how
much they have been taught.

It is important for teachers to come to school
with an inspiration to encourage students to become
more self-sufficient in their lifelong learning pro-
cess. If the future is in the hands of students, then
the future of students is in the hands of teachers.

Better education requires teachers to enhance
their pedagogic skills on their own and seek ap-
proaches best suited and directly applicable to

the needs of their students in class. Just as
learning is a lifelong process, a teacher is a per-
ennial student.

Anyone who stops learning and reading is a
living death. Good books are teachers’ best
friends. Continuous learning will one day
convince us that what we have learned today will
be just like a drop of water in the bucket then.

Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and contributions.
If you have any comments or would like to submit
editorials, analyses or reports please email wallace.
tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.
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An Expedition into the Past

Dr. Saw Mra Aung

21 May) when our mi-

ni-bus went past the
Hlaingthayar Industrial
Zone. In no time, it came to
the river-crossing bridge
on a tributary of the Pan
Hlaing River, which lies
some distance behind the
industrial zone. When |
looked down, | saw some
plots of land under the
bridge being reclaimed
with heavy machines for
the establishment of organ-
ic vegetable plantations.
After crossing the toll-gate
at the end of the bridge, the
driver increased the speed
of the bus and it shot like
an arrow along the Twan-
tay- Kawhmu High Way. A
vast flat sedimentary plains
covered with greenery pad-
dy fields in the chequered
patterns and dotted with
clusters of huts or groves
of trees and shrubs around
the road were being left be-
hind kaleidoscopically.
The lamp-posts erecting by
the side of the car-road
seemed to be moving be-
hind more rapidly. As the
bus came out of the town,
the windows were opened
to let fresh air come in after
turning off the air-condi-
tioner. As two or three
showers of rain fell down
in the morning, the air was
impregnated with the smell
of the earth and water-va-

I t was nearly 11 am (of

pour. All of a sudden,
lightnings flashed, fol-
lowed by peals of thunder
rolling from the

south-western  direction.
An inrush of cold air came
abruptly. 1 looked up and
the sky was hanging low
with mountains of white
and grey clouds. Soon, the
wind blew more violently,

bringing down rain-drops
together with it. But this
did not come up to our ex-
pectation. It was just a driz-
zle.

We were now on the
way to the Sein Phaya
Monastery at Pi-nhe-gon
Village in Kawhmu Town-
ship where an ancient
building was being exca-
vated under the supervi-
sion of U San Win, a re-
tired assistant director of
the Department of Histori-
cal Research. Our expedi-
tion was comprised of six
members headed by my
teacher, a retired history
professor. In point of fact,
we had been poised to visit
the excavation site since
hearing some days ago of
the interviews of the corre-
spondents from private
and public newspapers
with U San Win and the
comments of some schol-
ars on the finger-marked
bricks discovered during
the excavation of the an-
cient building within the
precinct of the Sein Phaya
Monastery. But, to be
frank, we postponed our
visit as late as possible,
taking shelter indoors from
the intense heat of the
scorching sun of late May.
Only when U San Win
telephoned us that his field
season would expire the
day after tomorrow, we
shook off our anxiety for
the heat and made an un-
planned trip to the Sein
Phaya Monastery.

About twenty minutes
after we had followed the
Twantay-Kawhmu  High
Way, our mani-bus got to
the bridge which crossed
the Twantay Canal. At the
end of the bridge, we saw

some piles of gneiss and
granite and some road-roll-
ers on the road-side. It
seemed that the road was
being upgraded with some
more better-quality rocks.
When we reached the side
of Tantwe, the drizzle de-
veloped to a heavy shower.
So we had to close the
windows of the bus.
Everything outside was
blurred by the rain. |
caught the glimpse of a
newly-gilded Sandawgyo
pagoda (Pagoda which
welcomes the hair-relics of
the Buddha) standing in a
large precinct on the right
side of the road. I could not
read the title of the pagoda
written on the arch of the
gate-way due to the rain.
Our  mini-bus  passed
through Twantay village,
San Kalay village and
Phaya Gyi model village in
a few minutes. When we
reached Phaya Gyi village,
the rain stopped. So I could
again see everything on the
road-sides very clearly.
On the right side of the
road, | saw the Sandawgyo
Phaya Gyi Pagoda. | was
suddenly reminded by the
Sandawgyo pagodas found
on the way of the history
of the Shwedagon Pagoda
included in a Mon chroni-
cle I had read some years
ago. According to it, it is
learnt that Singuttara Hill
where the Shewdagon Pa-
goda stands was surround-
ed by four towns during
the life time of the Bud-
dha: Pokkharavati on the
south, Asitancana on the
east, Rammanagara on the
west and Trihakumbha on
the north, that Taphussa
and Bhallika merchant
brothers , natives of Pok-
kharavati, brought the
eight hair-relics of the
Buddha with them to Uk-

kalapa of Ramannadesa
from the newly-enlight-
ened Buddha in Majjhi-
madesa on a voyage , that
when they came on the lit-
toral voyage along the
Twantay Tawgyi Dan,
King Ukkalapa accompa-
nied by ministers, generals
and people welcomed the
hair-relics along the sea-
coast and that he then had
Sandawgyo pagodas built
on the spots where the
boats which carried the
hair-relics stopped to re-
ceive the public venera-
tion. The Sandawgyo pa-
godas standing on the sides
of the Tantwe-Kawhme
High Way convinced me
that Twantay and Kawhmu
areas would have been in-
habited by people since the
time of the Buddha. Pok-
kharavati town, the native
town of Taphussa and Bh-
allika, who brought the
hair-relics, is identified
with Kwundwei by the
Mon chronicles. The Mon
word” Kwundei” means
“Village of the Hill” in
Myanmar and it was cor-
rupted to “ Twamtay and
then to “Twantay” with the
passage of the times. En-
joying the scenery on the
road-sides, | felt as if our
car was traversing the
plain on which Pokkhara-
vati City, where Taphussa
and Bhallika born and
bred, flourished to the
south of the Shwedagon
Pagoda over 2000 years

ago.
When the gate-way of the
Sein  Phaya Monastery

came into view, my train of
thoughts about the history
of the Shewdagon Pagoda
ceased. Our bus drove on
slowly along the con-
crete-path into the precinct.
When it came to a halt, U
San Win, Daw Nan Kyi

Kyi Khaing, Ko Htein Lin,
some master students from
the Archaeological Depart-
ment and young local ar-
chaeologists welcomed us.
After resting for a few mo-
ments, Ko Htein Lin con-
ducted us around the exca-
vation site. The ancient
building was unearthed in
the grid system. It was part
of semi-circular building.
Brick-works in it were
found exposed and most of
the bricks were engraved
with  marks of various
shapes. As some bricks
were decayed due to their
antiquity, the marks on
them were no longer clear.
Some villagers who were
working in the site said that
some human skeletons had
been discovered near it
some years ago. U San Win
showed us some glass
beads found from the site
and said that no Buddha
image had not discovered
there yet. So he remarked
sensibly that it was too ear-
ly to conclude whether it
might be a religious build-
ing or a burial site or a resi-

dence. Then we were led to
the make-shift museum in-
side the precinct. It was
built of bamboo-matting
and roofed with thatches
where  numerous  fin-
ger-marked bricks and
glazed wares were put on
display on wooden racks.
Finger-marked bricks con-
tained marks of various

shapes- crossing,
half-crossing, straight, cir-
cular, oblique, diagonal,

etc. The glazed wares in-
cluded glazed props, glazed
bowls, glazed bull fingers,
glazed pots, etc. Daw Nan
Kyi Kyi Khaing explained
to us that those glazed
wares might belong to 13
-15" centuries A.D, that
they all were baked at the
glaze kilns scattering about
in Lower Myanmar cover-
ing Pathein, Myaungmya,
Bago (Hamsavati) and
Muttama districts and that
some glazed wares pro-
duced from these regions in
about the 15" century A.D
were taken away by Arab
merchants to their country.
(See page 9)

You have holidays ™
at the office but not
at home!

' Cartoonist
Win Pe (Aphyauk)




GIOBALNEW [ 761 To MYANMAR

Monday, 8 June, 2015 | 0

NATIONAL

Myanmar Women’s Sports
Federation welcomes back
silver medalist walker

Yancon, 7 June—Sil-
ver medalist Than Than Soe
in the walking of the 28th
SEA Games arrived back at
Yangon International Air-
port on Sunday afternoon.

She was welcomed
back by Patron of Myanmar
Women’s Sports Federation
wife of the Union Minister

for Hotels and Tourism Daw
Chaw, general secretary of
Myanmar Women’s Sports
Federation Daw Nang Aye
Khaing and party. Than
Than Soe of Myanmar won
the second prize in the 20-
km walking race while Viet-
namese athletes bagged first
and third prizes.—MNA

Myanmar sports teams leave
for Singapore

YancGoNn, 7 June—Myanmar men’s basketball team
and Myanmar Squash team left Yangon International Air-
port on Sunday morning for Singapore to take part in the
28" SEA Games. The remaining sports teams will leave
for Singapore till 10 June.—MNA

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw delegation leaves for Malaysia

YaNGoN, 7 June—A
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw del-
egation led by member of
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
ASEAN Inter-Parliamen-
tary Assembly Joint Com-
mittee and Chairman of
Amyotha Hluttaw Interna-
tional Relations, Inter-Par-
liamentary Friendship and
Cooperation Committee U
Nyunt Tin left Yangon In-
ternational Airport on Sun-
day afternoon to attend the
12" Meeting of the ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary ~ As-
sembly Fact Finding Com-
mittee-12" AIFOCOM in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
from 7 to 11 June.

The delegation con-
sists of member of Pyithu

Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw
Committee
member
U Nyunt
Tin and
party seen
at Yangon
International
Airport
before
departure for
Malaysia.
MNA

Hluttaw Health Promo-
tion Committee Dr Khin

Maung Shwe and Assis-
tant Director U Soe Min

Oo of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
Office.—MNA

Sedona Hotel Yangon set to open new wing In late 2015

Iconic 5-star addition will feature 431 new guest rooms and suites, upscale shopping gallery, state-of-the-art fitness centre and more

YANGON, 7 June— Se-
dona Hotel Yangon an-
nounces that it is adding an
expansive and iconic addi-
tion to the existing five-star
luxury hotel. Set to open
in late-2015, the new wing
to Sedona Hotel Yangon,
complete with a high-end
retail experience and a lux-
ury spa, will position the
hotel as one of the city’s
top destinations for visitors
and locals alike.

As one of Yangon’s
five-star hotels, Sedona
Hotel Yangon is an icon of
gracious elegance, sitting
on eight acres of beauti-
fully landscaped gardens
and water features with
breath-taking views of the
Shwedagon Pagoda and
Inya Lake. Currently, the
hotel offers 366 newly up-
graded guest rooms and
suites along with several
dining options, executive
club rooms and a fitness

centre with a swimming
pool, sauna and steam bath.

Sedona Hotel Yan-
gon’s new Inya Wing de-
rived its name from the
tranquil lake just in front
of the hotel. The elegant
tower will offer an addi-
tional 431 well-appoint-
ed guest rooms and suites
along with a grand lobby
and high-end retail gallery
which will connect the new
tower to the existing build-
ing. The Inya Wing will
also feature a new state-of-
the-art fitness centre, an all-
day restaurant, a new lux-
ury spa and an executive
lounge with services and
amenities specially suited
for the hotel’s business and
leisure guests.

When it opens, the
new Inya Wing will offer
visitors to Yangon a retreat
from the rigors of travel,
with its signature Sedo-
na services, products and

An Expedition into ...

(from page 8)
Saya U Hla Thaung also
added that the practice of
making finger-marked
bricks originated in India,
that they were found in
Rajagaha and Savatthi in
India, Nepal, the sites of
Dhannavati and Vesali
cities in Rakhine State,
the sites of Pyu cities such
as Sri Khetra, Vishnu, Ha-
lin, Mainghmaw,etc , the
sites of Mon old cities
such as Thaton, Taikkala,
Kyaikkatha, etc and the
site of Dvaravati in Thai-
land, that these brick
might date back to Maury-

an Period(3" century B.C
to 1st century A.D) in In-
dia and that the fin-
ger-marked bricks found
in Myanmar might, at any
rate, go back to the first
millennium. I was com-
pelled by their explana-
tion to think that this
Twantay-Kawhmu  area
might go back to
pre-Christian era.

Then we paid homage
to the presiding Sayadaw
of the Sein Phaya Monas-
tery and viewed the Sein (
diamond )Buddha image
kept in the shrine room. It
is learnt from the Sayadaw

Photo shows Sedona Hotel in Yangon.

amenities that which will
allow them to relax and re-

juvenate during their stay.
The traditional Myan-

mar umbrella is one cultur-
al theme carried through-

out the new wing from the
magnificent lighting cen-
trepiece in the lobby to the
fritted glass ceiling. The
lacquered rice bowl is used
as a sculptural element that
is incorporated into the lob-
by art and the guestroom
lamps. The central colour
palette of red and gold are
woven throughout the new
wing, a nod to Myanmar’s
traditional Buddhist influ-
ences and the region’s in-
digenous lacquerware.

Championing  green
practices, Sedona Hotel
Yangon has ensured that
its new wing has been de-
signed and built utilising
sustainable materials and
incorporated energy- and
water-efficiency into the
building’s features.

For more information
about Sedona Hotels and
Suites, or to make a reserva-
tion, please visit www.sedo-
nahotels.com.sg.—GNLM

that this Buddha image was
found about a hundred
years ago from a remote
place buried underneath the
ground according to a
dream the then presiding
Sayadaw had. Out of this
phenomenal event, we
were filled with great awe
and reverence for this Bud-
dha image. We left the Sein
Phya Monastery at 3 pm,
saying farewell to the team
of excavators. On the way
back home, we called in on
the Maung Dee Pagoda
which is situated in San
Kalay Village. It was also
an ancient pagoda standing
on a high brick plinth. We
learnt that it was renovated
by King Anawratha in the

11th century A.D and that
he donated large votive
tablets to the pagoda during
the renovation. We saw
some the large votive tab-
lets donated by King
Anawratha and a few bro-
ken Buddha images kept in
a small museum located
some feet on the north of
the plinth of the Maung
Dee pagoda.

When our bus came
out of the precinct of the
Maung Dee Pagoda, the
rain came down again in
torrents, accompanied by
gusts of wind. The
glass-window panes had
to be shut again. Outside
the bus were the rain pelt-
ing down and the wind

whistling. Out of tired-
ness, | leaned against the
back of cushion with the
eyes closed. The pattering
sound of rain-drops on the
roof of the bus lulled me
to slumber. In my mind’s
eyes appeared the image
of King Ukkalapa in full
regalia , paying obeisance
to the hair-relics of the
Buddha loaded in the
golden casket studded
with nine types of gems,
with a great congregation
of queens, princes, prin-
cesses, ministers, generals
and the public , in a pavil-
ion surmounted with a
multi-tiered roof in Pak-
kharavati City with Sin-
guttara Hill thickly wood-

ed in the distant northern
background, and then
gilded Sandawgyo Pago-
das, the ancient building
being excavated, the fin-
ger-marked bricks and
glazed wares exhibited at
the make-shift museum
within the precinct of the
Sein Phaya Monastery,
the Anawratha votive tab-
lets displayed at the muse-
um within the precinct of
the Maung Dee Pagoda,
etc in a series . Truly
enough! Our party has
journeyed into the past to-
day, so to speak, up to the
Buddha’s time through
Pyu and Mon periods
which flourished in Lower
Myanmar.
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Syrian army regains ground against Islamic State in Hasaka city

AmMaN, 7 June—The
Syrian army said on Sun-
day it had repulsed a major
offensive by Islamic State
militants in the northeast-
ern city of Hasaka and
drove out fighters who had
taken over key installations
on the southern edge of the
city.

The northeastern cor-
ner of Syria is strategically
important because it links
areas controlled by Islamic
State in Syria and Irag. Syr-
ian Kurds have also sought
to expand their territorial
control over a region that
stretches from Kobani to
Qamishili they see as part
of a future historic Kurdish

state.

The militants, ap-
proaching  from  their
stronghold the city of

Shadadi, further south of
Hasaka city, made lighting

advances this week after
conducting around a dozen
suicide attacks using explo-
sives-laden trucks on army
checkpoints in the city.

But Syrian state tel-
evision, quoting an army
source, said in a newsflash
they had taken back an
electricity station, a juve-
nile prison and two villages
almost two kilometres (one
mile) south of the city that
had been occupied by mil-
itants.

The attacks were the
biggest push launched by
the ultra hardline militants
on Hasaka, the provincial
capital of the oil and grain
producing province of
Syria, that is divided into
zones run separately by
the government of Presi-
dent Bashar al Assad and a
Kurdish administration.

The offensive was
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meant to relieve pressure
on hardline jihadists who
have otherwise lost signif-

icant ground recently to
Kurds and some local Arab
tribes backing them after

Scud missile fired at Saudi Arabia as 38

DuBal/SaNaa, 7 June
— Yemen’s dominant
Houthi group and its army
allies fired a Scud missile
at Saudi Arabia which the
kingdom said it shot down
on Saturday, in a major
escalation of two months
of war. Arab air strikes
and shelling after the at-
tack killed 38 Yemenis in
provinces near Saudi Ara-
bia, according to reports in
the Houthi-controlled state
news agency Saba which
could not be immediate-
ly confirmed. In the first
reported use of a ballistic
missile in the conflict, the
Scud was fired on Satur-
day morning at the city of
Khamees Mushait in the
kingdom’s southwest and
was intercepted by two Pa-
triot missiles, a statement
by the Saudi military said.

The area is home to
the largest air force base in
southern Saudi Arabia, the
world’s top oil exporter,

but there are no oil facilities
in the vicinity.

Al Masira, the Houthi
group’s official channel,
confirmed the launch and
said it targeted the King
Khaled air base.

An alliance of Gulf
Arab nations has been
bombing Yemen’s Houthi
militia and allied army
units loyal to powerful
ex-President Ali Abdullah
Saleh since 26 March in
an attempt to restore exiled
President Abd-Rabbu Man-
sour Hadi to power.

Yemen’s official Saba
news outlet said Saudi
shelling and air strikes hit
a camp for displaced peo-
ple, a medical centre and a
school in the border prov-
ince of Hajja, killing 28
people, and bombings else-
where in the north killed 10
others. It was not immedi-
ately possible to confirm
the reports among residents
of the remote border are-

Yemenis reported killed

as, which are cut off from
telephone lines and are
often the scene of clashes
between Houthi and Saudi
forces.

Saturday’s vio-
lence came despite pro-
gress toward United Na-
tions-backed peace talks
planned for Geneva this
month, to which both the
exiled government and the
Houthis have agreed.

The United Nations
said on Saturday it would
convene the talks on 14
June, and renewed a call
for a pause in hostilities.
“This could also help create
an atmosphere that is more
conducive for peaceful dia-
logue,” a spokesman said.

The coalition has said
a main goal of its war effort
is to neutralise the threat
that rockets in ‘Yemen
pose to Saudi Arabia and
its neighbours. The alli-
ance’s spokesman, Saudi
Brigadier General Ahmed

Asseri, said in April that
it had removed the threat
from heavy weapons. He
later appeared to step back
from that assertion, saying
that 80 percent of the 300
or so missiles had been de-
stroyed - a figure he repeat-
ed on Saturday.

“Praise God, we have
air defence forces capable
of blocking these kinds of
rockets, destroying them
and thwarting attempts like
this,” he added. The Sun-
ni Muslim coalition states
fear the Houthi movement,
from a Shi’ite sect in north
Yemen, will act as a proxy
for their arch-rival in the re-
gion, Shi’ite Iran.

Iran and the Houthis
deny any military or eco-
nomic links, and the Hou-
this say their seizure of the
capital Sanaa in September
and their advance south-
ward is part of a revolution
against a corrupt govern-
ment.—Reuters

Israel launches air strike on Gaza after
militant rocket salvo

JERUSALEM, 7 June—
Israeli aircraft struck the
northern Gaza Strip on Sun-
day in response to a rocket
fired from the Hamas-con-
trolled territory that hit
southern Israel, the lIsraeli
military said.

The militant rocket
landed in open ground and
caused no damage or inju-
ries, the army said. No casu-
alties were reported in Gaza

following the air strike,
which struck a Hamas train-
ing facility. An Israeli army
spokesman’s statement said
the air strike was aimed at
“terror infrastructure in the
Northern Gaza Strip. Hits
were confirmed.”

Sporadic rocket
fire from Gaza in recent
weeks has broken a Iull in
cross-border violence since
a 50-day Israeli war against

Hamas ended with an Egyp-
tian-brokered truce last Au-
gust. Air raid sirens sound-
ed throughout Ashkelon, a
city about 10 km (6 miles)
north of Gaza with a popu-
lation of about 120,000.

A Jihadist Salafi group,
the “Omar Brigades”, sym-
pathisers with Islamic State,
claimed responsibility for
firing the rocket at Ash-
kelon. It also claimed the

previous recent firings at
Israel. The group said the
rocket aimed at Ashkelon
was in solidarity with Pal-
estinian prisoners held in
Israeli jails, and their own
members incarcerated in
Hamas-controlled jails in
Gaza. “The Jews will never
enjoy security and safety as
long as we are alive,” the
group said in a statement.
Reuters
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An Iraq Shiite paramilitary personnel launches a mortar round toward Islamic State
militants on the outskirt of Bayji on 3 June, 2015.—REUTERS

their loss of Arab inhabited
villages around Ras Al Ayn
and Tal Abyad, both major

towns that lie north west of
Hasaka along the Turkish
border.

The Kurds, whose
well-organized militia
YPG receives air support
from a US led alliance
bombing Islamic State, had
been helping government
forces to repel last week’s
attack, according to the
Syrian Observatory for Hu-

man Rights.
The Observatory,
which  tracks violence

across the country, said at
least 71 army and loyalist
militias were killed in the
week-long battles with Is-
lamic State.

The United States and
its allies said on Thursday
they staged 17 air strikes
on Islamic State targets in
Syria and Iraq with four of
the raids near Hasaka.

Reuters

Saudi-led air strikes
Kill 20 Yemeni
soldiers — residents

SaNAaA, 7 June— Sau-
di-led air strikes killed at
least 20 soldiers who had
gathered to collect their
salaries at the Yemeni
army headquarters in the
capital Sanaa on Sunday,
government officials and
residents said.

They said that four
explosions shook the com-
pound in central Sanaa,
where the soldiers allied
with the Houthi group that
dominates Yemen had
gathered since Saturday
evening to get their pay
cheques.

Saudi-led forces have
been pounding the Houthi
group since 26 March in a
campaign aimed at restor-
ing President Abd-Rabbu

Mansour Hadi to power.

Residents said Sau-
di-led aircraft also targeted
other military camps east
and west of the capital but
there was no immediate
word on casualties.

On Saturday, the Hou-
this and their army allies
fired a Scud missile into
Saudi Arabia which the
kingdom said it shot down,
in a major escalation of two
months of war.

Arab air strikes and
shelling after the attack
killed 38 Yemenis in prov-
inces near Saudi Arabia,
according to reports in the
Houthi-controlled state
news agency Saba which
could not be immediately
confirmed.—Reuters

Rocket fired from
Gaza strikes Israel, no
casualties — military

JERUSALEM, 7 June —
A rocket fired from the Ha-
mas-controlled Gaza Strip
struck southern Israel on
Saturday, causing no dam-
age or casualties, Israel’s
military said.

Air raid sirens sounded
throughout Ashkelon, a city
with a population of about
120,000 people, which was
also targeted three days ago
by rockets fired by a radical
group sympathetic with Is-

lamic State.

Israel’s military retal-
iated for the earlier rocket
fire with bombing raids
against militant training
camps in the Gaza Strip.

Sporadic rocket
fire from Gaza in recent
weeks has broken a lull
in cross-border violence
since a 50-day Israeli war
against Hamas ended with
an Egyptian-brokered truce
last August.—Reuters



GIOBALNEW TGH Tor MYANMAR

Monday, 8 June, 2015 | 11

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

Apple set to introduce
Apple Pay in Britain

aih
[

An Apple iphone 6 with
Apple Pay is shown in
this photo illustration in
Encinitas, California
on 3 June, 2015.
REUTERS

SAaN Francisco, 7 June —
Apple is planning to introduce its
mobile payment system, Apple
Pay, to Britain this summer, The
Telegraph reported on Saturday,
citing industry sources.

Apple is expected to make
the announcement on Monday in
San Francisco at its annual con-
ference for developers, the paper
said.

It quoted the sources as say-
ing the company had been in talks
with banks and retailers about the
project since last year.

A spokeswoman at Apple
did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.

The Telegraph said the iP-
hone already contains a wireless
microchip similar to those found
in contactless payment cards,
which will allow Apple Pay us-
ers to pay by waving the handset
over a terminal to pay.

Transport for London, the
paper said, was already accepting
Apple Pay from American tour-
ists.

In the United States, where
Apple Pay was introduced in Oc-
tober, the company has been ag-
gressively courting retailers but
many merchants remain sceptical
about the payment service.

Reuters

China to host World Robot
Conference in November

BEwiNG, 7 June — The World
Robot Conference 2015 will be
held in Beijing from 23 to 25 No-
vember, focusing on collabora-
tive innovation and the building
of an intelligent society, organiz-
ers announced on Friday.

Jointly held by China Asso-
ciation for Science and Technol-
ogy (CAST) and the Ministry of
Industry and Information Tech-
nology, the event will include
a forum, an exhibition and an
international robot competition

for teenagers, senior CAST offi-
cial Wang Chunfa said at a press
briefing.

According to Wang, speak-
ers from China, Germany, the
United States and Japan will de-
liver reports on such topics as
robot research and technology
development, and the latest prod-
ucts and research findings will be
showcased during the three-day
event. Vice Minister Mao Weim-
ing revealed that sales of industri-
al robots in China hit 57,000 last

year, marking a year-on-year in-
crease of 55 percent and a quarter
of global sales.

However, Mao noted Chi-
na’s inadequate capacity in inde-
pendent production of high-end
robots, revealing that a plan is
being mapped to boost the coun-
try’s robot research, development
and application in key manufac-
turing fields.

Organizers estimate that
some 40,000 people will take part
in the conference.—Xinhua

Near-extinct species should be bred
In the wild: study

LonpoN, 7 June — Critical-
ly endangered species should be
encouraged to breed in the wild
rather than in captivity, accord-
ing to a new research released on
Friday by the University of East
Anglia (UEA). The study looks
at the critically endangered Great
Indian Bustard, a rare bird in In-
dia, which faces major threats
from agriculture, powerlines and
hunting. Its numbers have de-
clined from more than 1,000 in
1970 to as few as 100-200 today.

The research team used pop-
ulation models to evaluate the

potential effectiveness of a cap-
tive-breeding and release pro-
gram compared to an alternative
strategy of conservation in the
wild, according to UEA.

Researchers said the results
indicate that only urgent and ef-
fective action to protect and ex-
tend the Great Indian Bustard’s
natural habitat can prevent ex-
tinction in the wild.

“Without conservation in the
wild there is no point in captive
breeding — as the birds would
be trapped in captivity with no
hope of returning to nature. Ef-

fective conservation offers a bet-
ter chance to save this species,
without diverting energy and
funds away from the urgent ac-
tion needed in its last remaining
habitats,” said Lead researcher
Dr Paul Dolman.

He also said the new re-
search challenges the assumption
that when a species is perilously
close to extinction in the wild, it
is always a good idea to set up a
captive breeding population.

The new study has been pub-
lished in the Journal of Applied
Ecology.—Xinhua

Big US data breaches offer treasu re trove for hackers

WASHINGTON, 7 June — A
massive breach of US federal
computer networks disclosed
this week is the latest in a flood
of attacks by suspected Chinese
hackers aimed at grabbing per-
sonal data, industrial secrets and
weapons plans from government
and private computers.

The Obama administration
on Thursday disclosed the breach
of computer systems at the Office
of Personnel Management and
said the records of up to 4 mil-
lion current and former federal
employees may have been com-
promised.

US officials have said on
condition of anonymity they be-
lieve the hackers are based in
China, but Washington has not
publicly blamed Beijing at a
time when tensions are high over
Chinese territorial claims in the
South China Sea.

China has denied involve-
ment.

It was the second computer
break-in in less than a year at the
OPM, the federal government’s
personnel office.

The first breach has been
linked to earlier thefts of personal
data from millions of records at
Anthem Inc, the second largest
US health insurer, an attack also
blamed on Chinese hackers, and
Premera Blue Cross, a healthcare
services provider.

Guidance Software, a cy-

bersecurity firm, said the first
signs of data “exfiltration” were
originally detected with Einstein,
a US government intrusion de-
tection system. That activity, it
said, was eventually traced back
to a machine under the control of
Chinese intelligence.

“It's a different form of
Cold War at this point,” said Rob
Eggebrecht, co-founder and chief
executive of Denver-based Inteli-
Secure, a private cybersecurity
firm.

Eggebrecht said his firm had
seen a spike in attacks on private
company networks by Chinese
actors over the past three months.
The latest was a previously un-
disclosed breach at a US phar-
maceutical group, which cost
the firm hundreds of millions of
dollars in sensitive research and
development work.

Eggebrecht declined to iden-
tify the firm, which he said only
learned of the major breach with-
in the last 72 hours.

“We’ve seen a huge uptick
in opportunistic exfiltration of
high-value data,” he said, add-
ing that the attack on the phar-
ma company involved malicious
software installed together with
the Chinese-language search en-
gine Baidu.

Admiral James Winnefeld,
vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, told a cyber conference
at West Point military academy

b

Plastic caution tape marks a small construction area on the
exterior of the US Internal Revenue Service (IRS) building in
Washington on 27 May, 2015.—REUTERS

last month that US adversaries
like China and Russia were rap-
idly increasing their assaults on
military networks.

“We’re hemorrhaging infor-
mation at a dizzying rate, evi-
denced by the uncanny similarity
of some of our potential adver-
saries” new platforms to those
we’ve been developing,” said
Winnefeld.

China has in recent years in-
troduced two new stealth fighters
that analysts say bear a striking
resemblance to the F-22 and F-35
built by Lockheed Martin Corp
Lockheed redoubled security ef-
forts focused on suppliers after a
“significant and tenacious” attack

on its computer networks in 2011
that was enabled by lax security
at a supplier.

US senators have added
$200 million in funding to their
proposed fiscal 2016 budget to
fund a detailed study of the cyber
vulnerabilities of major weapons
systems. The move came after the
Pentagon’s chief weapons tester
told Congress that nearly every
major weapons programme test-
ed in 2014 showed “significant
vulnerabilities” to cyber attack,
including misconfigured and un-
patched software.

US government officials and
cyber analysts say Chinese hack-
ers are using high-tech tactics

to build massive databases that
could be used for traditional es-
pionage goals, such as recruiting
spies, or gaining access to secure
data on other networks.

The latest incident gives
hackers access to a treasure trove
of personal information, includ-
ing birth dates, Social Security
numbers, previous addresses, and
security clearances.

All that data could help
hackers identify information
about specific targets, including
potential passwords for websites
that may be portals to informa-
tion about weapons systems or
other research data.

“They can dig down into that
data and learn more about the in-
dividuals, what their hobbies are,
what their vices are, what skel-
etons they have in their closet,”
said Babak Pasdar, president and
chief executive of Bat Blue Net-
work, a cybersecurity firm.

He said he was involved in
a recent case in which hackers
gained access to private data of a
website administrator by finding
passwords on a public website
linked to the person’s hobby.

“This empowers the malevo-
lent cyber actor to target a huge
number of people with phishing
and other schemes to reel in in-
formation,” said one US defence
official. “The more targets you
have, the more likely you are to
score.”—Reuters
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A Thomas the Tank Englne steam train commences operation in ‘Shizuoka
Prefecture, central Japan, on 7 June, 2015. Oigawa Railway Co will run the
train through 12 October, mainly on weekends.—Kyopo NEws

Over 50 of UK Cameron’s
lawmakers will join EU exit
campaign — paper

LonpoON, 7 June —
More than 50 lawmakers
from David Cameron’s
Conservative Party are to
join a campaign backing
Britain’s exit from the
European Union unless
the British prime minister
achieves radical changes
in the bloc, according to
the Sunday Telegraph
newspaper.

The lawmakers will be
part of a new group called
Conservatives for Britain
(CfB), which will support
Cameron’s bid for reform
while urging an end to EU
membership unless signifi-
cant changes are achieved,
the paper said.

Cameron is attempting
to persuade European lead-
ers to back UK demands
for reform before holding
an in-out referendum on
Britain’s EU membership.
He has promised the vote
by the end of 2017.

“We wish David Cam-
eron every success, but
unless senior EU officials
awake to the possibility
that one of the EU’s largest
members is serious about a
fundamental change in our
relationship, our recom-
mendation to British voters
seems likely to be exit,”
Conservative  lawmaker
Steve Baker said.

Cameron wants to re-
strict EU migrants’ access
to British welfare, improve
the single market, and win
safeguards to ensure coun-
tries outside the euro zone
are not put at a disadvan-
tage by greater integration.

The Telegraph said
CfB had already signed
more than 50 lawmakers
(MPs) and expected num-
bers to soon rise to about

100, including some min-
isters.

“I have been struck by
the dozens of Tory (Con-
servative) MPs who would
vote to quit the EU now
and who will not settle for
anything less than funda-
mental change,” Baker,
who is chairing the CfB
group in parliament, wrote
in a separate article for the
paper.

On Saturday, the lead-
er of the anti-EU UK In-
dependence Party (UKIP)
called for Eurosceptic
politicians from rival par-
ties to put aside “personal
animosities” and begin the
“No” campaign against
Britain’s continued mem-
bership of the bloc.

Nigel Farage said his
party, which won almost
4 million votes in last
month’s national elections,
would start to “fight the
ground game” but warned
that unless a coordinated
campaign begins now, it
would be too late if Camer-
on calls a referendum early
next year.

An ICM poll indicat-
ed that 59 percent of Brit-
ons supported staying in
the EU, and 41 wanted to
leave, the Telegraph said.

In an interview with
the Observer newspaper,
Rafal Trzaskowski, Po-
land’s Minister for Euro-
pean affairs, said European
leaders wanted Britain to
stay in the EU, but not at
any cost.

“Many people in Eu-
rope want to be accommo-
dating,” he said, “ ... but
if the demands are too ex-
treme, they are not going to
be met.”

Reuters

Eight Australian veterans to visit Brunei to
mark Oboe campaign against Japan in WWII

BanDAR  SERI  BEGa-
wAN, 7 June — Eight World
War Il ( WWII) Australian
veterans will visit Brunei
from 8 to 11 June to com-
memorate the 70" anniver-
sary of the Oboe campaign
— amphibious landings of
Australian troops on Bor-
neo in 1945 to liberate its
people from Japanese oc-
cupation, the Australian
High Commission in Bru-
nei said on Sunday.

In a press release, the
Australian High Commis-
sion said Australian Min-
ister for Veterans’Affairs,
Senator Michael Ronald-
son, and a delegation of

eight Borneo campaign
veterans will visit Brunei
from 8 to 11 June. The
eight veterans will repre-
sent all service arms and
major aspects of the land-
ings. They are aged from
89 to 96 years old and are
from across Australia.
Senator Ronaldson
will also be opening here
a multimedia exhibition
entitled Stories through
Memories, showecasing
stories through the mem-
ories of survivors who
witnessed the tumultuous
events of WWII in Brunei
and historical images of
Australian forces’ leading

role in the 1945 liberation
of Borneo.

Liberating the people
of Borneo from Japanese
occupation involved more
than 75,000 Australians
supporting the Oboe land-
ings on Borneo from May
to July in 1945, including
the largest Australian am-
phibious landing of the
WWII, the press release
said.

The exhibition will be
open to the public from 12
to 30 June, and is a joint
research project between
the High Commission and
Universiti Brunei Darus-
salam.—Xinhua

Greek PM to hold talks with Merkel,
Hollande in Brussels on Wednesday

Greek Prime
Minister Alexis
Tsipras looks on
during a parlia-
mentary session
for the briefing of
lawmakers over
the ongoing talks
with the country’s
lenders, in Athens,
Greece on 5 June,
2015.—REUTERS

ATHENS, 7 June — Greek Prime Minister Alexis
Tsipras will hold talks with German Chancellor Angela
Merkel and French President Francois Hollande on the
sidelines of a summit in Brussels on Wednesday, a Greek
government official said on Saturday.

The three leaders held a teleconference on Saturday,
which the official said was held in a “good climate”, with-
out giving details on the content of the call.

Greece is locked in a standoff with its euro zone and
IMF creditors over an aid package aimed at unlocking
money for the cash-strapped country.

Reuters

China mourns Yangtze shipwreck
victims as search continues

JianLi, (Hubei), 7 June
— Ship horns wailed as
hundreds of people gath-
ered in the drizzle on Sun-
day to mourn the victims of
the Eastern Star disaster.

Rescue workers and
government officials at the
site bowed their heads dur-
ing a three-minute silence
on Sunday, the seventh day

since the ship cap5|zed with

the loss of more than 430.

According to Chinese
tradition, the seventh day
is a key occasion to mourn
the passing of the dead.

At around 9 am, fol-
lowing an announcement
from Minister of Transport
Yang Chuantang rescue
workers stopped what they
were doing and removed
their hats to face the sal-

vaged vessel.

They set up a table
with candles and chrysan-
themums on at the large
crane vessel that dragged
the ship from its muddy
grave on Thursday night.
Families of the victims
prayed for their loved ones
on the riverbank or in their
hotels.

Jianli, a once un-

A mourning ceremony is held for 406 deceased people on the capsized Shlp Eastern
Star at the sinking site in the Jianli section of the Yangtze River, central China’s
Hubei Province, on 7 June, 2015.—XINHUA

known county, has attract-
ed worldwide attention. In
the early morning, more
than 1,500 cars with yellow
ribbons began to collect
families of the victims and
rescue workers from hotels
or the rescue site.

“We hope the dead can
rest in peace and go home
soon with their relatives,”
said Qu Zhigang, an organ-
izer of volunteers in Jianli.
Qu said psychologists are
available to help the rela-
tives at any time.

Only 14 people sur-
vived and 11 remain miss-
ing.

Hu Kaihong, deputy
director of the Press Bu-
reau of the State Council
Information Office, told a
news conference on Sun-
day that the search is con-
tinuing and authorities are
matching the DNA of the
victims with blood samples
provided by their relatives.

Rescuers are  still
searching along the Yang-
tze River from Jianli where
the ship sank, more than
1,000 km downstream to
Shanghai.

Xinhua
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THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION
MYANMA RAILWAYS
COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT FOR KYIMYINDINE RAILWAY
STATION COMPLEX
INVITATION TO SUBMIT EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FROM
DEVELOPERS

1. In line with the National Development Plan, the Government of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar has been identifying the economic potentials to contribute
to the country’s economic development. As our endeavors for national development,
Myanma Railways is committed to develop Kyimyindine Railway Station area as a
Rail Concerned Business and also to be the essential part of Greater Yangon city de-
velopment, which will include multi-storied commercial and office complexes, hotels
and serviced apartments in the planned area of 2.625 ha (6.486 acres) and will be
implemented according to international tender process.
2. Myanma Railways now invites Expression of Interest (EOI) from reputable
local, international or joint venture developers/investors to undertake design, build
and operate works for KyimyindineRailway Station area comprehensive development.
3. The EOI document could be obtained from Deputy General Manager, Sup-
ply Department, Myanma Railways, Corner of Theinbyu Street and Merchant Street,
Botahtaung Township, Yangon, Myanmar. Developers must submit EOI in original, a
duplicate copy and electronic copy in CD ROM not later than (14:00) hours 5" August
2015. No submission by email shall be entertained.
4. EOI Document and Background information of the proposed Kyimyindine-
Railway Station Development could be obtained from the above address . Enquiries
can be made by calling telephones +95 1 291985; 291994 or 642449.

Managing Director

Myanma Railways

Ministry of Rail Transportation

Blast kills
prosecutor
in Afghan
city

Kunpuz, (Afghan-
istan), 7 June — A
bomb blast that rocked
Kunduz city, capital of
northern Afghanistan’s
Kunduz Province,
claimed the life of a
prosecutor on Sunday,
said Abdul Wadod, the
spokesman for the pro-
vincial government.

“Unknown insur-
gents planted explosive
device on the car of
prosecutor Mohammad
Halim that exploded at
around 10:00 am local
time Killing him on the
spot,” Wadod told re-
porters here.

Investigation  has
been initiated into the
case to identify and
bring to justice those
behind the murder, said
the official.

The late Halim had
served as prosecutor in
the appellate court of
Kunduz Province for
the past few years, the
spokesman added.

No group has
claimed of responsi-
bility for the bombing.
Taleban has for several
times targeted judg-
es and prosecutors in
Kabul and other cities
over the past couple of
months.—Xinhua

WEATHER REPORT

BAY INFERENCE: Monsoon is weak in the Anda-
man Sea and Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE
7" June, 2015: Rain or thundershowers will be
fairly widespread in Kachin, Chin and Rakhine States,
scattered in Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway, Bago, Yan-
gon and Ayeyawady Regions, Shan, Kayin and Mon
States and isolated in the remaining Regions and
States. Degree of certainty is (80%).

STATE OF THE SEA: Sea will be moderate in

Myanmar water.

OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS:
Continuation of thundery activities in the Northern

Myanmar areas.

Advertise with us!

For inquries to place
an advertisement in the
GNLM,

Please email
wallace.tun@gmail.com

(+95) (01) 8604532

Cambodia’s rice export
up 64 pct in 5 months

Punom  PENH, 7
June — Cambodia ex-
ported 243,025 tons of
milled rice in the first five
months of 2015, a 64 per-
cent rise from the 148,262
tons over the same period
last year, according to an
official report on Sunday.

Sixty-nine  compa-
nies have exported Cam-
bodian rice to 46 coun-
tries and regions around
the world, said the report
compiled by the Secretar-
iat of One Window Ser-
vice for Rice Export.

Three top buyers
of Cambodian rice are
China, France and Po-
land. During the first
five months of this year,
Cambodia exported 68,
437 tons of rice to China,

29,717 tons to France and
26,513 tons to Poland.
The Southeast Asian
country produced over 9
million tons of paddy rice
a year. With this amount,
it has more than 3 million
tons of milled rice left
over for exports per year.
In 2010, Cambodia
launched a rice promo-
tion strategy, setting a
goal of exporting 1 mil-
lion tons of milled rice by

the end of 2015.
However, Com-
merce  Minister  Sun

Chanthol said early this
year that the country was
unlikely to achieve the
self-imposed target due
to a lack of milling capac-
ity and funding.

Xinhua

Half of dolphins caught in drive
hunts in Japan exported

Wakayama, (Japan), 7
June — About half of dol-
phins caught in drive hunts
in western Japan were ex-
ported to China and other
countries despite criticism of
the hunting technique over-
seas, according to data con-
firmed by Kyodo News.

The drive hunt practice,
used for decades in the coast-
al town of Taiji, Wakayama
Prefecture, has been criti-
cized as cruel and recently
prompted an international
association of aquariums to
suspend the membership of
the Japanese Association of
Zoos and Aquariums, forc-
ing the Japanese body to ban
its domestic members from
acquiring drive-hunted dol-
phins.

JAZA issued the ban
last month after the World
Association of Zoos and
Aquariums threatened to ex-
pel the Japanese body if its
members continued to pur-
chase such dolphins.

In drive hunting, fish-

ermen capture dolphins by
herding them into coves by
banging metal poles against
their fishing boats. The prac-
tice has spurred international
controversy, especially af-
ter the Oscar-winning 2009
US documentary film “The
Cove” showed the bloody
slaughter of dolphins during
a drive hunt.

According to data from
Japan’s Fisheries Research
Agency, 760 live dolphins
were sold between Septem-
ber 2009 and August 2014
after they were caught off
Taiji.

The Finance Ministry’s
trade statistics show 354 live
dolphins were exported to
12 countries during the same
period, including 216 to
China, 36 to Ukraine, 35 to
South Korea and 15 to Rus-
sia. One dolphin was export-
ed to the United States.

In Japan, live dolphins
are supplied only from Taiji,
so the dolphins covered by
the trade data are presumed

to have been caught there.

UN data based on the
Washington Convention for
the protection of endangered
species showed the export
of live dolphins from Japan
between 2009 and 2013 was
almost entirely to zoos or
aquariums.

According to  the
WAZA website, China is
not represented in the world
body through a national as-
sociation.

An official at an aquari-
um in western Japan pointed
out that WAZA is mainly
composed of US and Eu-
ropean associations, saying
dolphin trade not subject to
WAZA rules is prevalent in
Asia and other regions.

Between the period be-
tween 2009 and 2014, 11
dolphins were also exported
to Thailand, followed by 10
each to Vietnam and Saudi
Arabia, seven to Georgia,
five to Tunisia and four each
to Egypt and the Philippines.

Kyodo News

Blast kills US citizen, injures four at
Bulgarian military plant

SoF1a, 7 June — An
explosion at a military
plant in central Bulgaria
killed one American citi-
zen and injured four other
people on Saturday, the US
embassy in Sofia said.

Bulgaria’s Interior
Ministry said earlier in the
day that the accident oc-
curred during an experi-
mental production test at a
shooting range located in
a military complex in the

village of Anevo — part of
the state-owned arms pro-
ducer VMZ Sopot.

“The US Embassy
regretfully confirms the
death of one Department of
Defence contractor and the
injury of two other contrac-
tors and a Bulgarian trans-
lator in a training accident
on 6 June in Anevo,” the
embassy said in a state-
ment.

Bulgarian authorities

are investigating the cause
of the accident. The US
embassy said it did not
have any further details.

A series of power-
ful blasts at an explosives
plant in northwestern Bul-
garia killed 15 employees
and injured three others last
October, just two months
after government officials
warned of serious safety
breaches at the factory.

Reuters

Photo taken
on 6 June,
2015 shows
a humanoid
robot
developed
by Carnegie
Mellon
University’s
team on the
final day of an
international
robot
competition
in Pomona,
California, on
6 June, 2015.
Team KAIST
from South
Korea won
$2 million
for securing
first place in
the DAPRA
Robotics
Challenge.
Kyopo News
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Notice to Aamir Khan for using emblem in

TV show ‘Sat

Aamir Khan

Mumsal, 7 June — An
activist has sent a legal
notice to Bollywood ac-
tor and director of popular
television show ‘Satyamev
Jayate’, Aamir Khan, for

using the emblem of the
country as the title of the
programme allegedly with-
out the Central govern-
ment’s permission.

The name ‘Satyamev

Jayate’ is a part of the na-
tional emblem, says Mano-
ranjan Roy, the activist.

The notice, sent by
advocate Manoj Singh on
Roy’s behalf, demands that
producers of the show fur-
nish a copy of government
permission. “Otherwise our
client has given us peremp-
tory instructions to initiate
legal proceedings against
you,” it says.

The notice’s recipients
are Aamir Khan, his wife
Kiran Rao (both producers)
and the show’s director
Satyajit Bhatkal.

The title ‘Satyamev

yamev Jayate’

Jayate’ is a part of the State
Emblem which cannot be
used without permission as
per State Emblem of India
(Prohibition of Improper
Use) Act 20009, it says.

No authority has the
right to register or grant
patent which contains the
State Emblem or its part,
the notice says, adding that
“it cannot be used to get
monetary benefit or for the
purpose of advertisement.”

Despite repeated at-
tempts, Aamir Khan, Rao
or their managers could
not be contacted for reac-
tion.—PTI

G R R Martin explains “Game of Thrones”
violence against women

Los ANGELES, 7 June —
“Game of Thrones” writer G
R R Martin has defended the
portrayal of violence against
women in the hit series and
his books, saying his fiction
is merely reflecting the real-
ity of Middle Ages.

The book and its small
screen adaptation have of-
ten come under fire for the
poor depiction of its women
characters and there was a
huge backlash over the mar-
tial rape of Sansa Stark’s
character in the latest series
with many women calling
it unnecessary and in bad
taste.

Martin said he was not
writing about “utopia” but
a fantasy which is deeply
rooted in the reality of mid-
dle ages despite its fantasy
tone, reported the Entertain-
ment Weekly.

“Now there are people
who will say to that,”Well,
he’s not writing history,
he’s writing fantasy—he
put in dragons, he should
have made an egalitarian so-
ciety.”...

“l wanted my books
to be strongly grounded in
history and to show what
medieval society was like,
and I was also reacting to a
lot of fantasy fiction. Most
stories depict what | call
the “Disneyland Middle
Ages’—there are princes
and princesses and knights
in shining armor, but they
didn’t want to show what
those societies meant and
how they functioned.”

The author said de-
spite the recent backlash
there are millions of women
who love the books and its
female characters, some of

which are very strong be it
Arya, Daenerys Targaryen
and Brienne while oth-
ers love Sansa and Queen
Cersei despite her obvious
flaws. “And then there’s the
whole issue of sexual vio-
lence, which I’ve been crit-
icized for as well,” Martin
said, war is not only about
“cool battles and heroes kill-
ing orcs”.

“ you don’t por-
tray (sexual violence), then

there’s something funda-
mentally dishonest about
that. Rape, unfortunately,
is still a part of war today.
It’s not a strong testament to
the human race, but | don’t
think we should pretend it
doesn’t exist.

“l want to portray
struggle. Drama comes out
of conflict. If you portray a
utopia, then you probably
wrote a pretty boring book,”
said the writer.—PTI

Ennio
Morricone
announces
2016 world

tour

LonpoN, 7 June — Composer Ennio Morricone is going on a worldwide tour to

celebrate 60 years in the film industry.

Morricone will travel across the globe from January 2016 to cities including

Prague, Dublin and Amsterdam, reported Digital Spy.

The tour will arrive at Dublin’s 3Arena on 14 February and London’s O2 Arena on
16 February. During his years in the industry, Morricone has composed music for more
than 500 films and TV shows, including “Django Unchained”, “The Untouchables”,
“Once Upon a Time in America” and “The Good, The Bad and The Ugly”.—PTI

First look of Chris Hemsworth’s ‘The Huntsman’ revealed

Los ANGELES, 7 June —
The first set photos from “The
Huntsman” have arrived and
they feature Jessica Chastain
joined by Chris Hemsworth in
costume as the titular charac-

ter, Eric the Huntsman.
The 31-year-old

over a

sporting short hair.

actor
looked sexy in a leather vest
long-sleeved white
shirt. He rocked a wig since
just last week he was spotted

As for Chastain, she sported a black dress with
a braided hair style. Some of the photos showed
Hemsworth’s character and Chastain’s character con-
versing in a boat. The scenes are seemingly taken in a

lake, reported Ace Showbiz.

din

Chris Hemsworth & Jessica Chastain
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Cedric Nicolas-Troyan, a

visual effects expert who earned
a Visual Effects Oscar nomina-
tion for “Snow White and the
Huntsman”, is set to direct “The
Huntsman”.

This will mark his directo-

rial debut. Darabont has written
the latest version of the screen-
play while the earlier drafts
were penned by Craig Mazin
and Evan Spiliotopoulos.

Joe Roth is producing the film alongside executive
producer Palak Patel. Both of them were also behind the

first film.

“The Huntsman”, which is a prequel to the 2012 film
“Snow White and the Huntsman”, also stars Charlize
Theron, Emily Blunt, and Sam Claflin.—PTI

‘Marvel’s Agent Carter’
to premiere in the UK

. E N
T
-
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“Marvel’s Agent Carter” has already been renewed
for a second season by ABC, which will air in the US
in 2016.—PTI

LonpoN, 7 June —
“Marvel’s Agent Carter”
has been picked up by a
UK channel. FOX UK has
acquired the rights to the
8-part first season starring
Hayley Atwell as Peggy
Carter, reported Digital
Spy.

A TV spin-off from
the Marvel Cinematic Uni-
verse, “Agent Carter” will
get its UK premiere in July.
The first season sees Peggy
working for the covert SSR
(Strategic  Scientific Re-
serve) while dealing with
the loss of Steve Rogers
— Captain America — and
her male colleagues’ chau-
vinist attitudes. Jeff Ford
— Managing Director of
FOX International Chan-
nels (FIC) UK — said:

“Marvel’s Agent Carter is
blockbuster Hollywood en-
tertainment at its best.

“With high production
values and a stellar UK and
international cast, the se-
ries is the perfect addition
to FOX UK’s summer line
up, continuing the chan-
nel’s commitment to bring
exclusive, original and
breakthrough series to a
UK audience.”

The series also stars
Dominic Cooper as How-
ard (father of Tony) Stark,
and James D’Arcy as Jar-
vis, Stark’s butler and Peg-
gy’s greatest ally. “Mar-
vel’s Agent Carter” has
already been renewed for
a second season by ABC,
which will air in the US in
2016.—PTI

Models present creations
at Bridal Couture
Fashion Week

A model presents a creation by designer Erum
during the second day of Bridal Couture Fashion
Week in southern Pakistani port city of Karachi
on 6 June, 2015.—XiINHUA
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Canada, Dutch win openers but fans
the big winners

EpMonTON, 7 June —
Canada scored a heart-stop-
ping injury time win over
China to kick off the Wom-
en’s World Cup on Saturday
as the spotlight returned to
action on the field after a
deflating week of scandal
away from the pitch.

Christine Sinclair sent
a capacity crowd at a sun-
kissed Commonwealth Sta-
dium home happy by slot-
ting the winning spot kick
in a 1-0 victory over China.

The Dutch were also
celebrating after the Neth-
erlands made a winning
World Cup debut with a 1-0
victory over New Zealand.

But the biggest winners
on the day were the fans
who basked in the excite-
ment and joy the ‘beautiful
game’ can create rather
than dwell on the dreary de-
tails of a corruption bribery
scandal that has engulfed
the sport’s governing body,
FIFA.

“It was an amazing
atmosphere to kick off
this World Cup in front of
50,000-plus fans, I’m so
proud of our team,” said
Canadian midfielder Sophie
Schmidt, who was named
player of the match. “There
was never a doubt that game
was going to get away from
us.” While the World Cup
got off to a rousing start,

it is unclear if the scandals
and controversy have had an
impact on the tournament
that will conclude with a
championship game on 5
July in Vancouver.

The Canadian Soccer
Association announced that
close to a million tickets had
been sold for games at the
Six venues across the coun-
try and while it remains an
impressive number, it falls
well short of the 1.5 million
organizers have targeted.

The biggest event in
women’s sport, the World
Cup was far from the only
show in town.

While the sporting
world stops for the men’s
World Cup, for the women’s
tournament it barely slows
down.

The Formula One
Grand Prix of Canada, a
Stanley Cup playoff game,
a Triple Crown winner in
thoroughbred racing and
golfer Tiger Woods’ night-
mare round all grabbed a
chunk of the Saturday North
American sport spotlight.

A superb Champions
League final in Berlin be-
tween Juventus and Barce-
lona also satisfied much of
the football appetite.

With the wider football
world caught in the grip of
a corruption and bribery
scandal, grabbing attention

Netherlands midfielder Tessel Middag (17) shoots
against New Zealand midfielder Katie Duncan (4)
during the second half of a Group A soccer match
in the 2015 women’s World Cup at Commonwealth
Stadium, Edmonton, Alberta, CAN, on 6 June, 2015.
RETUERS

has proven a challenge for
the women’s showcase.

The Women’s World
Cup has not been touched
directly by the scandal but
the questions and media’s
search for answers hung
over the tournament buildup
like a dark cloud.

A controversy over the
use of artificial turf that trig-
gered a lawsuit and claims
of discrimination by a group
of unhappy players also lin-
gered as Canada and China
took to the plastic pitch.

In the end it was a col-
umn by Globe and Mail col-
umnist Cathal Kelly bashing
Edmonton as an unfit venue

for the prestigious kick off
that provided the greatest
outrage in the host nation.
But scandals big and
small evaporated in the
roar of the largest Cana-
dian crowd for a nation-
al team football game as
53,058 filled a sun-kissed
Commonwealth Stadium,
topping the 51,136 that
watched the Canadian men
draw 1-1 with Brazil 21
years ago in Edmonton.
“Three points, Canada
is on a roll,” beamed Can-
ada coach John Herdman.
“Good start, three points in
the bag, exactly where we
want to be.”—Reuters

Greece and Ukraine crises drown out G7
summlt agenda |

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCH-
EN, 7 June — Leaders from
the Group of Seven (G7)
industrial nations meet on
Sunday in the Bavarian Alps
for a summit overshadowed
by Greece’s debt crisis and
ongoing violence in Ukraine.

Host Angela Merkel is
hoping to secure commit-
ments from her G7 guests
to tackle global warming
to build momentum in the
run-up to a major United Na-
tions climate summit in Paris
in December. The German
agenda also foresees discus-
sions on global health issues,
from Ebola to antibiotics and
tropical diseases.

But on the evening be-
fore the German chancel-
lor welcomes the leaders
of Britain, Canada, France,
Italy, Japan and the United
States, she and French Presi-
dent Francois Hollande were
forced into their fourth emer-
gency phone call in 10 days
with Greek Prime Minister
Alexis Tsipras to try to break
a deadlock between Athens
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Anti-G7 protestors march durmg a demonstration in
Garmisch-Partenkirchen, southern Germany,
on 6 June, 2015.—REUTERS

and its international creditors.

The two sides have been
wrangling for months over
the terms of a cash-for-reform
deal for Greece. Without aid
from euro zone partners and
the IMF, Greece could default
on its loans within weeks,
possibly forcing it out of the
currency bloc. An upsurge of
violence in eastern Ukraine
will also play a prominent
role at the meeting at Schloss
Elmau, a luxury hotel perched
in the picturesque mountains
of southern Germany near the
Austrian border.

European monitors have
blamed the bloodshed on
Russian-backed separatists
and the leaders could de-
cide at the summit to send a
strong message to President
Vladimir Putin, who was
frozen out of what used to be
the G8 after Moscow’s an-
nexation of Crimea last year.
Ahead of the gathering, thou-
sands of anti-G7 protesters
marched in the nearby town
of Garmisch-Partenkirchen
on Saturday. There were
sporadic clashes with police
and several marchers were

taken to hospital with injuries,
but the violence was minor
compared to some previous
summits.

The Germans have de-
ployed 17,000 police around
the former winter Olympic
games venue at the foot of
Germany’s highest mountain,
the Zugspitze. Another 2,000
are on stand-by across the
border in Austria.

Merkel is due to hold
talks with US President
Barack Obama on Sunday
morning before the summit
gets underway, with Ukraine,
Middle East turmoil and the
TTIP free trade agreement
being negotiated between
Washington and the Euro-
pean Union at the top of the
agenda. Obama may also be
keen to hear the latest from
Merkel on the Greek talks.
Officials in Washington, wor-
ried that a so-called “Grexit”
could hit the world economy,
have stepped up pressure on
their European counterparts
in recent weeks to clinch a
deal.—Reuters

Myanmar
International

(8-6-2015 07:00 am~ 9-6-2015 07:00 am) MST

* News * Today Myanmar “Rice
* A Myanmar Tapestry Export”
* Myanmar Betels * News
*  Myanmar Puppet * Taste of Myanmar
* News (Fried Flat Noodle)
* Hanthawaddy U Win * The Firefighter
Tin “A Fearless Man”  * News

(Episode- 1) *
* A Tea Business:

Sitagu International
Buddhist Academy

Pankwan (Part-2) (Part-1)
* News *  Philatelic Pleasure
* The Treasures in a * News
Small Village (Part-2) ~ * Today Myanmar &
* Next Weekend ICT “Economic Sector
* Modifying Natural and ICT”
Thanakha Bark into * Image of The Monks
Ready-Made Skin * News
Care Product * AJourney To
* News Southern Shan State
* YUFL (Ep-3)
* “Moe Hnyin Than * SHWE SETTAW
Buddhe™, The Unique (Minbu)
Pagoda In Monywa * News

*

* A Monk’s Robe

News *

* A Day Out With Sarah
(Episode-1)

Trend of Kachin Dress
Culture Shows:
Composer Ma Mya
Lay

*

News Channel
in Brief

(8-6-2015, Monday)

12:00 noon
¢ News / International
News / Weather Report

6:00 am
e Paritta by Venerable
Mingun Sayadaw

6:30 am 1:20 pm
e Physical Exercise  Gitadagale
6:45 am Phwintbarohn
e Documentary 2:00 pm
7:00 am e Teleplay
e News /Weather Report ~ 3:00 pm
7:35am e News / International
e Weekly Entertainment News
8:00 am 3:35 pm
e News / International e People’s Talks
News 4:35 pm
8:35am e Documentary (ASEAN)
e Documentary 5:35 pm
(SEA Games) e Documentary (Women
9:00 am in Myanmar Society)
e News / International 6:00 pm
News e News / Weather Report
9:35am 6:30 pm
e MRTV’S Youth e Head Line News
Programme 6:35 pm
10:35am * Socio Economic Scenes
e Hight Light (28" SEA 8:00 pm
Games) (Part-1) e News/
11:00 am International News /
° News Weather Report
11:35am 9:00 pm
e Hight Light (28" SEA  Hluttaw Image
Games) (Part-2) e TV Drama Series

Entertainment
Channel

(8-6-2015, Monday)

6:15 am 8:35am
;5 'SI'SeIepIay -glgselgmay
:35am ) ;
¢ Fashion Show 9.%u§:§al Programme
6:55am « Teleplay
e Musical Programme 9:50 am
7:10 am )  ASEAN Japan Cultural
e TV Drama Series Show (2013)
8:00 am 10:00 am

e TV Drama Series * Myanmar Video
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SINGAPORE, 7 June
— The Philippines U-23
Men’s football team were
outclassed by favorites
Myanmar, 5-1, at the 28
Southeast Asian (SEA)
Games at the Jalan Basar
stadium in Singapore on
Sunday.

With no wins to their
name, the nationals were
fighting for their pride.

It was the Philip-
pines who found joy ear-
ly on in the first half as
Shirmar Felongco struck
a driven shot from out-
side the box to gain an
early 1-0 advantage.

But the Myanmar
struck back quickly as a
deflected Nay Lin Tun
free kick sent Nathan
Villanueva the wrong
way to even up the match
at1-1.

It didn’t take long af-

ter the break for Myanmar
to wrestle control of the
game with a Shine Thura
strike in the first minute of
the second half to make it
2-1.

The Myanmar showed
why they were one of the
favorites to win the gold in
this year’s games as they
dominated the second half
with ruthless play.

A Ye Win Aung goal
in the 65" minute seemed
to settle the tie for Myan-
mar, but just three minutes
later Si Thu Aung pounced
on a keeper error to make
the scoreline 4-1 with 20
minutes to play.

With time winding
down Kyaw Zin Lwin
struck at the death for the
Myanmar as they took
home a dominant 5-1 win
against the Filipinos.

CNN Philippines

The Philippine U23 football team was eliminated from contention after losing to Myanmar. —REUTERS

Union Minister for Sports honours Myanmar athletes in SEA Games

Union Minister for Sports U Tint Hsan, officials and Myanmar athletes celebrate
victory in 28" SEA Games.—SPED
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SINGAPORE, 7 June—
Union Minister for Sports
U Tint Hsan awarded
winners in the sports com-
petitions in the 28" SEA
Games Sunday.

The union minister
viewed participation of
Myanmar athletes in the
triathlon event, traditional
boat race, shooting, eques-
trian, Chinlon and Wushu
events.

Myanmar beat Thai-

Aye Thitsa Myint

land 250-195 points in the
Chinlone event.

Aye Thitsa Myint
of Myanmar secured her
second gold medal in the
Wushu event for the sixth

Myanmar demollshesPhlllpplnes 5-1

traditional boat race and

gold of Myanmar.
On Sunday, Myan-
mar Chinlone, Wushu,

basketball teams won
one gold each.—SPED

W Wy d Medal Standings for
LDy BEaeald  Sunday 7 June, 2015
Rank Country Gold Silver Bronze Total
1. Singapore 26 20 37 83
2. Vietnam 21 8 20 49
3. Thailand 20 24 19 63
4. Indonesia 12 11 16 39
5. Malaysia 8 16 15 39
6. Myanmar 7 10 8 25
7. Philippines 6 8 15 29
8. Cambodia 1 1 2 4
9. Laos 0 3 4 7
10. Brunei 0 0 5 5

Uzbekistan win books last 16 spot

‘WHANGAREI, 7 June

Uzbekistan  have
booked a place in the
FIFA U-20 World Cup
last 16 after a 3-0 win
over Fiji, coupled with
Honduras’ heavy defeat
to Germany, saw them
leap from bottom to sec-
ond place in Group F.

A trio of second-half
goals sealed the dramatic
upturn in fortunes, with
Eldor Shomurodov and
Zabikhillo Urinboev on
target in the space of a
minute before Mirjamol
Kosimov rounded off the
scoring.

Both sides fielded un-
changed sides, which was
certainly no surprise when
it came to the islanders,

coming off the back of that
historic 3-0 win over Hon-
duras. Unless the Central
Americans pulled off a sur-
prise and earned a point of
more against Germany, the
Oceanian side knew a point
would do.

For the Uzbeks there
was much less margin for
error — it was win or bust.
That was clearly reflected
in their start to the game,
which was one-way traffic
for the first ten minutes and
included several goalscor-
ing chances. First, Fiji
keeper Miswani Nairube
spilled a bouncing free-
kick only to see Odiljon
Hamrobekov head straight
at him from four yards, be-
fore both Shomurodov and

Urinboev hit the wood-
work in the space of three
seconds.

Waqga ruffled the
side-netting as Fiji looked
to secure a position in the
next round, but they were
always on the back foot.
Hamrobekov had another
opportunity before Rustan-
jon Ashurmatov missed a
golden chance, failing to
make contact with a header
when all alone five yards
out. The Uzbek front line
was becoming visibly frus-
trated as the break neared,
but they would finally get
their reward.

It came from some-
thing of a comedy of er-
rors as, having allowed
Khamdamov — arguably

the most creative figure
on the field — to get his
cross in, Shomurodov bad-
ly miscues his header. But
it proved to be his lucky
day as the ball cannoned
off a Praneel Naidu’s heel
giving him a second bite at
the cherry, with his weak
effort slipping through the
hands of Nairube.

Within a minute it was
two and the Fijian fairy-
tale was all but over, as
Urinboev’s shot squirmed
under the goalkeeper. Mir-
jamol Kosimov then fired
across goal into the bot-
tom-right corner for a late
third to provide the icing
on the cake as Uzbekistan
booked their place in the
last 16.—FIFA
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Eldor Shomurodov of Uzbekistan scores the opening
goal during the FIFA U-20 World Cup Group F
match between Fiji and Uzbekistan at the Northland
Events Centre on 7 June, 2015 in Whangarei,
New Zealand.—FIFA

FIFA U-20 World Cup results 7 June, 2015

Group E  Hungary
Brazil

Group F  Honduras
Fiji

0-2 Nigeria

3-0 Korea DPR
1-5 Germany
0-3 Uzbekistan
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