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Nay Pyi Taw, 14 May—President  
U Thein Sein on Thursday received a del-
egation led by Mr. Peter Coleman, CEO 
and Managing Director of Australia-based 
Woodside Company, at the Presidential Pal-
ace.

Their discussions focused on adding 
momentum to oil and natural gas produc-
tion in Myanmar, social development tasks 
for local residents and construction of in-
frastructure. They also discussed training 
for young people, including programmes to 
send outstanding youths overseas for fur-
ther study, in order to improve the level of 
human resources in the oil and natural gas 
field.

Also present at the meeting were union 
ministers U Soe Thane and U Zeyar Aung, 
deputy minister U Tin Oo Lwin and offi-
cials.—MNA

Plan to speed up oil and natural gas production

PwiNTbyu, 14 May 
— The Three Millennium 
Development Goals Fund 
launched a US $15 million 
project Thursday to build 
100 rural health facilities 
across Myanmar, driving 
stakes for the first of them 
in Kawton Village in Seik-
pyu Township, Magway 
Region. 

The health facility is 
one of 17 centres compris-
ing one rural health centre 
(RHC) and 16 sub-centres 
to be built in Magway Re-
gion, with another 48 sites 
already indentified in Chin 
State, Sagaing Region, 
Kayah State and Ayeyar-
waddy Region. 

In total around 100 
RHCs and sub-health cen-
tres will be built, along 
with staff accommodation 
to be able to provide criti-
cal primary health care to 
poor and vulnerable com-
munities across Myanmar 
around the clock.

The project aims to 
complete the 100 facilities 
by the end of 2016.

3MDG launches project 
to build 100 health centres 

across country
By Aye Min Soe

yaNgoN, 14 May — 
The Nationwide Ceasefire 
Coordination Team rep-
resenting a coalition of 16 
ethnic armed groups plans 
to meet later this month 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand, 
NCCT member Daw Saw 
Mya Yazar Lin said Thurs-
day. 

“An NCCT meeting 
in Chiang Mai is sched-

Peace negotiating team for ethnic armed groups set to 
meet in Chiang Mai

By Ye Myint uled for 23 May, and the 
meeting is likely to be 
held on that day unless it 
is rescheduled due to unex-
pected reasons,” the NCCT 
member told The Global 
New Light of Myanmar in 
a phone interview.

The NCCT meeting 
is aimed at preparing the 
submission of a draft na-
tional ceasefire accord, 
signed in late March by 
the NCCT and the govern-

ment’s Union Peace-mak-
ing Work Committee, to 
ethnic leaders at a summit 
also expected to be held in 
the same month, Daw Saw 
Mya Yazar Lin said, add-
ing that all NCCT mem-
bers are expected at the 
pre-summit meeting.  

 “The review of the 
draft peace deal, prior to 
putting it forward to the 
summit, as well as matters 
related to the ethnic armed 

group’s negotiating team 
will be among the topics at 
the meeting,” she told The 
GNLM.

During a meeting en-
titled “A Forum for Peace 
and National Reconcilia-
tion” in Yangon last week, 
NCCT deputy leader Pado 
Saw Kwe Htoo Win said 
the ethnic conference, 
which will bring together 
all ethnic group leaders in-
cluding non-NCCT mem-
bers, is likely to take place 
in the third week of May at 
one of three tentative plac-
es, with Lokhella expected 
to host the conference.  

The draft ceasefire 
deal approved by the 
UPWC and NCCT on 31 
March was the culmina-
tion of 16 months of peace 
talks between the two ne-
gotiating teams. 

Since the signing of 
the single text document 
for a nationwide ceasefire 
with the NCCT, the gov-
ernment has indicated its 
readiness to finalize the 
deal as soon as possible, 
while the NCCT has stat-
ed that it must first be put 
before a conference of all 
ethnic parties.

GNLM

Accompanied by ethnic armed group peace negotiators, NCCT leader 
Nai Hong Sa addresses a nationwide ceasefire meeting with the 

government’s peace negotiating team at Myanmar Peace Centre in Yangon.
 Photo: Ye MYint 

The Ministry of Health 
will provide each facility 
with medicine, one mid-
wife and two public health 
supervisors, aiming to 
reduce out-of-pocket ex-
penditure for rural people 
seeking access to health 
care services, according to 
the Ministry of Health.

The government has 
been implementing the ru-
ral health care development 
plan since 2011 to improve 
the country’s health and re-
duce poverty.

There still remain 
some requirements for pro-
viding quality basic health 
care services to people in 
rural areas, said Dr. Yin 
Thandar Lwin, Deputy Di-
rector General of the De-
partment of Public Health 
of the Ministry of Health, 
in her opening remarks at 
the groundbreaking cere-
mony for the health care 
facility.

Myanmar envisions 
universal health care cov-
erage in 2030, she added.

As the government has 
expanded the number of 
            (See page 2)
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Pyithu Hluttaw discusses special 
allowances for defence services personnel

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 May 
— The government has no 
plan at the moment to give 
allowances equal to their 
salaries to defence services 
personnel who are discharg-
ing duties in military and 
security operations, Deputy 
Minister for Defence Maj-
Gen Kyaw Nyunt said at 
Pyithu Hluttaw session on 
Thursday.

The deputy minis-
ter was responding to a 
question raised by a repre-
sentative whether the gov-

ernment has plans to give 
special allowances for mil-
itary operations.

However, all defence 
services personnel, from 
privates to generals, are 
entitled to the allowances 
of K 10,000 per month for 
hardship and risks involved 
in their job, the deputy min-
ister added. 

Salaries for defence 
services personnel are the 
same for those who are dis-
charging duties in military 
operation and those who are 

performing ordinary duties, 
according to the deputy 
minister.

Deputy Minister for 
Health Dr Daw Thein 
Thein Htay responded to 
the question whether the 
government has plan to 
treat hepatitis-C.

The deputy minister 
said that there is no plan at 
the moment to treat hepa-
titis-C but plans are under-
way to conduct a survey 
for outbreaks of hepatitis in 
the entire country in 2015 
in order to collect country 
representative data in coop-
eration with Department of 
Healthcare, Department of 
Public Health, Medical Re-
search Department, Heart 
Foundation and Clinton 
Health Foundation.

Based on the data from 
the survey, future tasks will 
be selected and implement-
ed, the deputy minister said.

Representative U 
Thein Nyunt submitted the 
bill to repeal the Law for 
Protection of State Consti-
tution 1959. —MNA

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw urged to extend period of state 
of emergency in Kokang

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 May 
— Union Minister for De-
fence Lt-Gen Wai Lwin 
on Thursday called for the 
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw to ex-
tend the period of the state 
of emergency imposed in 
line with the presidential 
ordinance for another 90 
days as the situation in the 
self-administered Kokang 
area has not yet returned to 
normal.

More time is needed as 

security, stability, econo-
my and the legal system in 
Kokang of Shan State are 
still below normal, the de-
fence union minister said.

A state of emergency 
with a three-month period 
of martial law has been de-
clared in the area since 17 
February 2015. The period 
is due on 17 May.

The proposal is ex-
pected to be brought to 
parliament for approval  

on 15 May.
The Pyidaungsu Hlut-

taw approved four bills on 
rights of disabled persons, 
population control and 
health care, inland vessels, 
and nursing and materni-
ty.—MNA

3MDG launches project . . . 

Director and Resident Representative of UNOPS Mr Sanjay Mathur 
drives a stake into the ground for construction of a sub-health centre in 

Kawton Village in Seikpyu Township, which is expected to be completed in 
December.—Photo: Aye Min Soe

(from page 1)
health care facilities yearly, 
the number of rural health 
centres has reached 1,696 
and the number of sub-
health care centres 8,640 
this year, according to the 
Ministry of Health. 

According to the health 
ministry’s standard, at least 
four rural health centres 
(RHCs) are established in 
one township with at least 
four sub-centres under one 
RHC. 

As a rural health cen-
tre can currently provide 
medical coverage to 21,000 
people while a sub-centre 
more than 4,000 people, the 

National Health Plan for 
fiscal 2015-2016 is close to 
meeting its target, Dr Yin 
Thandar Lwin said. 

Poor health infrastruc-
ture in rural areas has been 
highlighted as a factor un-
dermining health service 
delivery. Well-located, 
high-quality rural health fa-
cilities will provide primary 
care to communities who 
often find it difficult to ac-
cess health services, with a 
focus on maternal, newborn 
and child health, as well as 
communicable diseases, ac-
cording to the 3MDG.

The 3MDG Fund is a 
US $334 million fund estab-

lished in 2012 to support the 
Ministry of Health’s plans 
to strengthen health sys-
tems and accelerate service 
delivery, particularly to the 
poorest and most vulnerable 
communities in Myanmar. 
It is supported by Australia, 
Denmark, the European Un-
ion, Sweden, Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom and the 
United States, and managed 
by UNOPS (United Nations 
Office of Project Services).

Also attending the 
groundbreaking ceremony 
were State Health officials, 
Mr Sanjay Mathur, Director 
and Representative of UN-
OPS in Myanmar and Dr 
Paul Sender, Director of the 
3MDG Fund.—GNLM

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 
May—Dr Myat Nyana Soe 
of the fourth constituen-
cy in Yangon Region on 
Thursday asked the Amyo-
tha Hluttaw about meas-
ures to ease the increasing 
traffic congestion in big 
cities.

U Chan Maung, Depu-
ty Minister for Rail Trans-
portation, responded that 
the Yangon Region gov-
ernment’s efforts to solve 
the problem include the 
construction of flyovers, 
designation of no-parking 
roads and bus lanes, instal-
lation of Japanese-model 
automatic traffic control 
systems, and increased tolls 

Amyotha Hluttaw discusses measures to 
ease traffic congestion in big cities

for vehicles entering Yan-
gon. Regarding a question 
about vehicle registration 
and registration renewal, 
the deputy minister said ve-

hicle inspection fees range 
from K5,00 to K10,000, 
and registration fees from 
K15,00 to K40,000.

MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 
May—Chief of the Gener-
al Staff (Army, Navy and 
Air) General Hla Htay Win 
received Deputy Director 
Mr Thierry Vankerk-Hov-
en of Security and Defence 
Cooperation of the French 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

General Hla Htay Win meets French delegation
(DCSC) at the hall of Bay-
intnaung Yeiktha, here, on 
Thursday.

They discussed fur-
ther strengthening bilater-
al relations between two 
armed forces of Myanmar 
and France, cooperation in 
non-military training cours-

es and exchange of visits 
between the two armed 
forces. It was also attended 
by senior military officers 
of the Commander-in-Chief 
of Defence Services, French 
Military Attaché Lt-Col 
Thierry Poignant and offi-
cials.—Myawady

Deputy Minister 
U Chan Maung.

MnA

Dr Myat Nyana Soe of 
constituency-4 

Yangon Region.—MnA

Deputy Minister for 
Defence Maj-Gen Kyaw 

Nyunt.—MnA

Deputy Minister for 
Health Dr Daw Thein 

Thein Htay.—MnA

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
representatives discuss 

extension of State 
emergency period in 

Kokang region.—MnA
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Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing arrives 

back in Nay Pyi Taw

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 
May—Union Ministers at 
the President Office U Soe 
Thane and U Tin Naing 
Thein inspected housing 
projects in Dagon Myothit 
(Seikkan) Township on 9 
May.

A plan is underway 
to complete six housing 
projects in Dagon Myo-
thit (Seikkan) Town-
s h i p — A y e y a w u n - Y a -
dana Project will have 
19,600 apartments; Kan-

Housing projects to build more than 33,000 
apartments in Dagon Seikkan Tsp

na-Shweli project, 1,398; 
Ponnami-Shweli project, 
6,189; Ayeyawun-Shwe-
li project, 1,064, Yuzana 
low-cost housings 1, 2 and 
3, 3,608 and downtown 
centre, 1,500, totalling 
33,359 apartments in this 
fiscal year. Yuzana Garden 
Housing Project has built 
18,000 apartments. These 
apartments will accommo-
date about 256,800 people.

The union ministers 
held a meeting with dep-

uty ministers from respec-
tive ministries at the hall 
of the President Office on 
13 May. They gave in-
structions on timely com-
pletion of infrastructures, 
schools, hospitals, power 
supply, telecommunica-
tions, growing of trees 
and greening works, mar-
kets, shop apartments, car 
parks, bus lines and com-
bine office in 2015-16 fis-
cal year.

MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 
May—The consultation on 
drawing frameworks for 
administrative reform will 
be held in Nay Pyi Taw on 
23 and 24 May, focusing 
on topics of capacity build-
ing for government service 
personnel, improvement of 
public service, decentral-
ization, transparency and 
accountability, Union Min-
ister at the President Office 
U Hla Tun told the coordi-
nation meeting of adminis-

Plan to hold consultation on drawing 
frameworks for administrative reform

trative reform committee, 
here, on Thursday.

The committee chair-
man union minister said 
that participants need to 
discuss endeavours of 
the government, achieve-
ments, main challenges 
and future plans, adding 
that discussions in the con-
sultation must be a long-
term strategic foundation 
for the development of the 
State in third wave reform 
process.

Vice chairmen of the 
committee Deputy Minis-
ter for Home Affairs Brig-
Gen Kyaw Zan Myint and 
member of Union Civil 
Services Board U Khin 
Maung Aye, members dep-
uty ministers, Adviser to 
the President Dr Zaw Oo 
and officials together with 
region and state ministers 
and Adviser to the Pres-
ident Dr Aung Tun Thet 
participated in the discus-
sions.—MNA

Myanmar to host 7th 
Summit of CLMV, 6th Summit 
of ACMECS in Nay Pyi Taw
Nay Pyi Taw, 14 

May—The Myanmar In-
ternational Convention 
Centre-1 will host the 7th 
Summit of Cambodia, 
Laos, Myanmar and Vi-
etnam (CLMV), the 6th 
Summit of Chao Phraya 
-Mekong Economic Co-
operation Strategy (AC-
MECS) and related meet-
ings here on 22 and 23 
June.

Local and foreign 
correspondents wishing 
to attend the summits 
are asked to fill in media 
registration forms for the 
7th CLMV Summit and 
6th ACMECS Summit at 
www.moi.gov.mm from 
15 to 31 May. Media ac-

creditation will be issued 
at Sky Palace Hotel from 
10 am to 4 pm on 21 June.

International corre-
spondents may apply for 
visas at respective Myan-
mar embassies. For fur-
ther information about the 
summits, contact the Po-
litical Department under 
the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs on 09-250966078, 
09-5177092 and 09-
799576630.

For information 
about media accreditation 
for local-based foreign 
new agencies and local 
media, contact News 
and Periodicals Enter-
prise on 067-412125 and 
412126.—MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 
May—A Myanmar mil-
itary delegation led by 
Commander-in-Chief of 
Defence Services Senior 
General Min Aung Hlaing 
arrived back in Yangon 
via United Arab Emirates, 
leaving Nikola Tesla inter-
national airport from Bel-
grade, Serbia on 13 May.

On arrival at Nay 
Pyi Taw Airport in the 
afternoon, the senior 
general was welcomed 
back by Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of De-

fence Services Com-
mander-in-Chief (Army) 
Vice-Senior General Soe 
Win, senior military of-
ficers of the office of the 
Commander-in-Chief and 
the commander of Nay Pyi 
Taw Command.

Lt-Gen Mya Tun Oo 
of the Office of the Com-
mander-in-Chief (Army), 
Chief of Staff (Navy) 
Rear-Admiral Tin Aung 
San and senior military of-
ficers also arrived back on 
the same flight.

Myawady

yaNgoN, 14 May—
State Councillor and Secre-
tary General of the China’s 
State Council Mr Yang Jing 
and party offered flowers, 
water and lights to the Bud-
dha image at Shwedagon 
Pagoda, here, on Thursday 
morning and presented cash 
donation to members of the 
pagoda board of trustees.

The Chinese guests left 
Yangon International Air-
port in the afternoon.

MNA

Chinese State 
Councillor 

concludes visit to 
Myanmar

 Union Minister U Hla 
Tun speaking at co-

ordination meeting of 
administrative reform 

committee.—mna

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing being welcomed back by senior military officers 
at Nay Pyi Taw Airport.—myawady

yaNgoN, 14 May—The 
meeting on cooperation be-
tween the Union Election 
Commission and civil soci-
ety organizations was held 
at the Micasa Hotel in Yan-
gon on Thursday morning.

At the meeting, Chair-
man U Tin Aye of the UEC 
said that collection of vot-
ers’ lists was successful 
thanks to active coopera-
tion of civil society organ-
izations and rules for local 
observers was also drafted 
with the cooperation of 
CSOs.

Collection of voters’ 
lists have been completed 
for 75 percent of the country 
and the first announcement 
of voters’ lists in Yangon 
Region was made on 30 
March and the second, third 
and fourth announcements 

UEC meets CSOs for 2015 general election
of voters’ lists will be made 
on 25 May, 8 June and 22 
June respectively, accord-
ing to the chairman.

Then, the chairman 
urged CSOs and political 
parties to help in educating 
the public to check the vot-
ers’ lists.

Afterwards, the chair-
man added that the com-
mission has started vot-
er education courses for 
sub-commissions, political 
parties and CSOs since 7 
May and will conduct the 
courses soon. The chairman 
urged political parties and 
CSOs to conducts multipli-
er voter education cours-
es after completion of the 
courses.

The chairman also 
pointed out the need to 
make concerted efforts for 

voter education and prom-
ised to hold 2015 election 
in a free, fair and transpar-
ent manner after inviting 
observers from CSOs in 
accordance with rules and 
regulations.

In conclusion, the 
chairman urged CSOs to co-
operate for success of 2015 
general election and help 
public to vote properly.

After demonstration 
of the voting process, the 
chairman responded to que-
ries raised by CSOs.

Mr Ross Attrit of IFES 
explained voter education 
and voter information tech-
nologies at the meeting.

Present at the meeting 
were the UEC chairman and 
officials, 48 CSOs and 6 in-
ternational organizations.

MNA
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Today’s 
MyanMar 
news siTes

Dawei

Mohnyin, 14 May —
Citizens need to pay tax 
to the state dutifully in 
order to build a modern, 
developed nation, Kachin 
State Minister for Finance 

FalaM, 14 May —
Falam Township Depart-
ment of Rural Development 
in Chin State has assigned 
Surbon Company to build 
the 1.4-mile Ciaungh-
en-Zamwal Road, allocat-

Mandalay, 14 May 
— Mandalay Region will 
publish electoral rolls for 
respective townships on 8 
June, following the collec-
tion of all necessary voter 
information, sources said.

Although a plan is un-
der way to announce the 
voter list on 1 June, the Un-
ion Election Commission 
decided to release the voter 
list across the nation on 25 
May, 8 June and 22 June 
respectively, Deputy Direc-
tor U Kyaw Kyaw Soe of 
Mandalay Region Election 
Sub-commission said.

Voter lists will be post-
ed at ward administrator 
offices and sub-commis-
sion offices in seven town-

Mandalay, 14 May — 
An exhibition to showcase 
the works of artist U Aung 
Chit in his centennial year 
opened at Dhammatha-
la Hall in Chanayethazan 
Township, Mandalay, on 
12 May.

Students from Nation-
al University of Arts and 
Culture (Mandalay) and 
State School of Fine Arts 
(Mandalay) visited the gal-
lery at the corner of 84th and 
31st streets.

Born in 1915, U Aung 
Chit started his profession 
after World War II, cre-
ating advertisements and 
designs for newspaper and 
publications in Mandalay.

He created art for jour-
nals and magazines, and 
paintings on Buddhism at 
the Maha Muni Buddha 
Image gallery. He passed 
away in 1997.

The exhibition will run 
until 14 May.—Thiha Ko 
Ko (Mandalay)

Zalun, 14 May — Ay-
eyawady Region Minister 
for Planning and Econo-
my U Hla Khaing and de-
partmental officials held a 
meeting with local author-

Art gallery 
showcases works 

of U Aung Chit

Region Minister attends to 
agricultural needs of  

local farmers
ities and farmers at the hall 
of Zalun Township Gener-
al Administration Depart-
ment on 10 May.

Farmers and local au-
thorities spoke about their 

Citizens urged to pay tax to the state dutifully

U Nyunt Aung told a cer-
emony to clarify tax rules 
at Seinle Yadana Hall in 
Mohnyin in the first week 
of May.

Head of Kachin State 

Internal Revenue Depart-
ment U Aung Win spoke 
about tax law amendments.

The talk was attended 
by more than 700 people 
including departmental of-

ficials, representatives of 
political parties and busi-
nessmen.—GNLM-001

Laterite placed on inter-village road 
in Falam Tsp

ing K90.75 million from the 
fiscal 2014-15 budget.

Head of Falam District 
Department of Rural Devel-
opment U Maung Maung 
Naing Min and Head of 
Falam Township DRD U 

Lal Hope Thang inspected 
progress in placing later-
ite on the road. The laterite 
road will benefit 453 people 
from 92 houses in Ciaungh-
en and Zamwal villages.

Zo Hay Hsar

requirements and the dif-
ficulties they face, while 
departmental officials re-
viewed the reports.

The region minister 
coordinated with depart-
mental officials to meet the 
requirements of farmers.

The meeting was at-
tended by farmers from 61 
village-tracts.

Ngwe Than (IPRD)

Districts in Mandalay Region ready to 
announce voter lists

Muse, 14 May — Dis-
trict authorities spoke about 
land management issues re-
lating to the establishment 
of economic zones at the 
Muse District General Ad-
ministration Department on 
12 May.

Muse District’s depu-
ty commissioner U Kyaw 
Kyaw Tun spoke about 
authorized departments for 
land management while the 

ships in Mandalay District, 
four in Kyaukse District, 

five in PyinOoLwin Dis-
trict and four in PyinOoL-

win Township. When we 
check the computerized 

data from households reg-
istration sent by wards and 
townships, we found dead 
persons on voter lists,” the 
deputy director said. 

“We will distribute 
applications to voters in or-
der to enable those whose 

names have been left off 
the lists to file complaints.”

Eight townships in 
Yamethin, Meiktila and 
NyaungU districts will an-
nounce voter lists on 22 
June.

Aung Ye Thwin

Muse to implement 
economic zones

head of District Settlement 
and Land Records Depart-
ment explained matters re-
lated to land plots.

Officials highlight-
ed land management for 
New Star Light economic 
zone, farmland matters in 
Swansaw Ward in Muse 
and the economic zone of 
Tun Mao Lon Company.

Mong  
(IPRD)

Mohnyin

Myawady

Zalun

Haka

Muse
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Mandalay, 14 May — 
A ceremony to compensate 
people injured in traffic ac-
cidents was held at Chan-
mya Shwepyi highway bus 
terminal in Chanmyathazi 
Township on 11 May.

Insurance companies 
sell travel insurance at 
K300 per unit to highway 
passengers.  On 6 May, 
2015, a bus from Yada-
na Soe bus line leaving 
Mandalay collided with 
an express bus of Myo 
Hset Thit bus line leaving 
Kyaukpadaung in front of 
the Agricultural Mechani-
zation Department on Yan-

dawei, 14 May — Chief Minis-
ter of Taninthayi Region U Myat Ko 
Tuesday delivered a speech at a cer-
emony to provide assistance to fire 
victims who lost property in Ohlok 
Ward in Dawei on 30 April.

Members of the Cultural Festi-
val (Kawthoung) organizing com-
mittee members U Sein Hwet and U 
Nyan Win, as well as U Yu Naing 
and U Min Khaing of the Funeral 
Service Association donated clothes, 
personal goods and kitchen utensils, 
while Ma Thanda Soe, on behalf of 
youths in Singapore and Yangon, 
presented cash and assistance.

On behalf of the fire victims, U 
Thein Tan spoke words of thanks.

Po Shwe Thun (Dawei)

IKBZ compensates 
people injured in traffic 

accidents

gon-Mandalay Highway.
A driver, a bus con-

ductor and two passengers 
were injured in the inci-
dent.

Deputy Manager U 
Myo Thant Zaw of Inter-
national KBZ Insurance 
presented K1,640,000 to 
cover medical costs for the 
injured persons.

Officials of the insur-
ance service on 12 May 
presented K720,000 to 
U Wunna Lwin for treat-
ment of a fracture to his 
left leg at Meiktila General  
Hospital.

Thiha Ko Ko (Mandalay)

Well-wishers donate cash and goods for fire victims

TaungTha, 14 May — 
Lakes in Taungtha Town-
ship, Mandalay Region, 
have dried out this year 
following temperatures as 
high as 46 degrees Celsius.

Township authorities 
including the fire depart-
ment supplied drinking 
water to the local residents 
as of 10 April.

On 13 May, township 
authorities and departmen-
tal officials distributed 
3,200 gallons of water to 
120 households in Tan-
myintkyaung Ward, 150 
in No 1 Nyaunggon, 140 
in Ward 5 and 100 in No 
6 Ward.

So far, water has been 
supplied to local resi-
dents in six wards and 32  
villages.—Kyaw Myo Na-
ing (Taungtha)

Myawady, 14 May — 
A mobile medical team will 
give tuberculosis patients 
who are resistant to the drug 
Rifampicin checkups with 
a Gene-X-pert machine in 
Myawady, a border town 
in Kayin State, according to 
health officials.

An educative talk on 
checking TB patients for 
drug resistance with the 
Gene-X-pert machine was 
held at the hall of Myawady 

Residents of parched region 
receive drinking water

Muse, 14 May — A 
mobile team compris-
ing departmental officials 
seized fake groundnut oil 
and various commodities 
without custom duty on 
the detour near Asia World 
Toll Gate in Muse, north-
ern Shan State, on 9 May.

They seized 10 box-

Mobile medical team to 
give checkups to drug-
resistant TB patients

District People’s Hospital 
on 12 May.

A number of experts 
on tuberculosis gave lec-
tures on the treatment of 
drug-resistant patients. 

According to a health-
care plan, the mobile med-
ical team will check TB 
patients for resistance to 
the Rifampicin TB drug in 
Myawady from 18 to 22 
May.

Htein Lin Aung (IPRD)

Mobile team seizes commodities 
without custom duty

es of fake groundnut oil, 
30 boxes of dried grape, 
30 bags of flour, six boxes 
of sodium, eight boxes of 
jelly, three bags of plastic 
bags, three boxes of milk 
powder as well as various 
boxes of other foodstuffs.

Mong  
(IPRD)

haka, 14 May — The 
Chin State Small Scale In-
dustries Department con-
ducted a cosmetics and 
personal goods production 
technique course at the hall 
of the Chin State Coopera-
tive Department in Haka on 
11 May. 

In his speech, Chief 
Minister of Chin State U 
Hong Ngai said the Small 
Scale Industries Department 

Chin ethnic youths learn cosmetics, 
personal goods production

was formed with the aim of 
providing technical assis-
tance for the establishment 
of cooperative societies 
and small-scale industries 
and developing vocational 
techniques in the state. The 
course will contribute to 
create job opportunities for 
local people, he added.

It was reported that the 
department will conduct 
more vocational courses 

suitable for the region.
The chief minister and 

party viewed cosmetics and 
personal goods displayed at 
the hall.

According to the of-
ficials, the training course 
will include 10 subjects 
concerning manufacturing 
of cosmetics and person-
al goods to 23 trainees on 
the five-day course till 15 
May.—Chin State IPRD
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 Hobby show held in Japan

Photo taken on 14 May, 2015 shows the Shizuoka 
Hobby Show, one of the biggest exhibitions in Japan 
of plastic models, in Shizuoka, southwest of Tokyo. 

The show, which runs from 14 May through 17 May, 
draws more than 70,000 visitors every year.

Kyodo News

Chinese president meets Indian PM
Xi’an, 14 May— Chi-

nese President Xi Jinping 
met with visiting Indian 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi in Xi’an, capital city 
of Shaanxi Province and 
Xi’s hometown, on Thurs-
day afternoon.

“This is the first time 
I have treated a foreign 
leader in my hometown 
and I hope you have a hap-
py stay,” Xi said when the 
meeting started.

Xi welcomed Modi 
and thanked him for the 
warm reception he re-
ceived in his India visit 
in last September, during 
which Modi accompanied 
him to visit his home state 
of Gujarat.

“That left me with 
deep and good impres-
sion,” Xi said.

Xi said during his Sep-
tember visit they reached 
an important consensus 
on promoting the bilater-
al strategic partnership of 
cooperation and forging a 
closer partnership of de-
velopment.

Both sides maintained 

frequent high-level contact 
and engagement, promot-
ed cooperation in priority 
areas including construc-
tion of railway and indus-
trial park, strengthened 
exchanges, controlled the 
bordering areas and kept 
good communication on 
international and regional 
affairs, Xi said.

China-India relations 
are experiencing stable 
development and facing 
broad prospects, the pres-
ident added.

He said he believed 
Modi’s visit will push for-
ward the bilateral strategic 
partnership to achieve new 
progress, which has poten-
tial for greater develop-
ment.

Modi said he was glad 
to visit China. He cited 
his trip in some historical 
places of interest in Xi’an 
and spoke highly of the 
cultural exchanges be-
tween the two ancient civ-
ilizations.

This is the first China 
visit for Modi, who made a 
vow to visit during his first 

Choppers, drone hunt for missing US 
Huey, Nepal quake toll rises

Charikot, 14 May — 
Military helicopters flew 
over eastern Nepal and a 
team sent up a drone on 
Thursday to search for a 
missing US Marines Huey 
chopper, as the death toll 
rose from the Himalayan 
country’s second big earth-
quake in less than three 
weeks.

A Reuters correspond-
ent flew with a Nepali mil-
itary helicopter along the 
Tamakoshi river that runs 
by the town of Charikot, 
in the Dolakha district that 
was worst hit by Tuesday’s 
7.3 magnitude quake.

In Koshikhet village, a 
US civilian team was using 
a drone to search for the 
missing Marine Corps UH-

A UH-1Y Huey helicopter flies into the Tribhuvan In-
ternational Airport after a search and rescue operation 

in Kathmandu, Nepal on 13 May, 2015.—ReuteRs

1Y, or Huey as the model 
is better known, which was 
carrying six Marines and 
two Nepali soldiers.

“We are using infrared 
vision to look for hotspots 
and any signs of life,” said 
drone operator Shepherd 
Eaton, from GlobalMedic, 
a US aid agency that spe-
cializes in search and res-
cue.

The search, involving 
US, Indian and Nepali mil-
itary choppers and a battal-
ion of 400 Nepali soldiers, 
has faced criticism for 
diverting resources away 
from relief efforts.

So far, no sign has been 
found of the Huey, which 
was on an aid mission in 
Dolakha district near Ti-

bet when it lost contact on 
Tuesday.

“We are still trying to 
locate it. There is no evi-
dence to prove that it has 
crashed,” said Marines 
spokeswoman Captain Cas-
sandra Gesecki.

The death toll from 
Tuesday’s tremor reached 
91, Nepal’s home ministry 
said on Thursday.

Another 2,428 people 
were injured in the quake, 
which struck 17 days after 
a huge earthquake killed 
more than 8,000 people and 
damaged or destroyed hun-
dreds of thousands of build-
ings in the impoverished 
Himalayan nation.

Prime Minister Sushil 
Koirala, visiting Dolakha 
district, said massive land-
slides made relief work dif-
ficult. “Still, we are fight-
ing,” he said.

Medecins Sans Fron-
tieres emergency coordi-
nator Dan Sermand said 
Tuesday’s tremors caused 
serious damage to buildings 
in remote areas that had al-
ready been weakened.

“The first has done 
quite some damage. The 
second has finished the 
job,” Sermand said by tele-
phone from Kathmandu.

MSF deployed two 
helicopters, each with two 
medical teams, to Dolakha 
to stabilize and evacuate the 
injured. Civilian helicop-
ters were not asked to join 
the search for the missing 
US chopper.

Home Ministry official 
Laxmi Prasad Dahal told 
Reuters on Wednesday he 
feared the search was di-
verting resources from re-
lief and rescue operations.

Relief workers and aid 
were only slowly reach-
ing remote parts of Nepal, 
where many roads have 
been made impassable by 
landslides.

In Mabu village, the 
Nepali search helicopter 
stopped to find out if the 
locals there had any infor-
mation about the missing 
helicopter.

“You are the only per-
son we have seen so far,” 
said Bhagawat Gurung, 
18, a villager, when asked 
whether any aid workers 
had reached them.

Tuesday’s earthquake, 
which was followed by sev-
eral aftershocks, struck just 
as Nepalis were coming to 
terms with the devastation 
wreaked by last month’s 
7.8 quake.—Reuters

Death toll from 
Philippine factory fire 
rises to 72: fire official

Manila, 14 May — 
The death toll has risen to 
72 in a fire that gutted a 
rubber slipper factory in 
the Philippine capital of 
Manila, a firefighter said on 
Thursday, as police vowed 
swift action against those 
responsible for the mishap.

Wednesday’s fire re-
flects poor occupational 
health and safety stand-
ards that are a challenge 
for Southeast Asia’s fastest 
growing nation to tackle, 
analysts say.

As many as 72 bodies 
have been pulled from the 
wreckage of the two-sto-
rey factory, fire official 
Sergio Soriano Jr said on 
radio, shortly after Rexlon 
Gatchalian, mayor of Va-
lenzuela city in Manila, an-
nounced a toll of 58, with 
13 missing.

Estimates by local gov-
ernment and fire officials 
have been in conflict since 
Wednesday, complicated 
by the difficulties of retriev-
ing bodies from the wreck-
age. Police said the fire 
started when sparks from a 
welding machine set ablaze 
flammable chemicals near 
the main entrance of the 
factory, triggering a huge 

explosion, followed by bil-
lows of black smoke and 
flames.

“Definitely there will 
be charges here, because 
people died,” said Leonar-
do Espina, acting director 
of the Philippine National 
Police.

“Regardless of whether 
it was an accident or arson, 
people died. We are just de-
termining what exactly hap-
pened so that we can clearly 
define what charges to file.”

Arson investigators 
have gone to the site to help 
city police in the probe, he 
added. The incident showed 
President Benigno Aqui-
no’s government in poor 
light, said Eufracia Taylor, 
an analyst at global risk an-
alytics firm Verisk Maplec-
roft. “The factory fire is a 
blow to the Aquino admin-
istration, which has prided 
itself on improving work-
place conditions and prior-
itizing compliance with la-
bor standards,” Taylor said.

Factory owner Veato 
Ang said about 200 to 300 
people worked in the fac-
tory, which made flip-flops 
and slippers for Kentex 
Manufacturing Inc.

Reuters

Firefighters attempt to control a raging fire at a factory 
that manufactures slippers in Valenzuela City, north of 

Manila on 13 May, 2015. —ReuteRs

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping

year as prime minister.
On Friday, Chinese 

Premier Li Keqiang and 
top legislator Zhang De-

jiang will also meet Modi 
in Beijing. Invited by Li, 
Modi’s tour will last three 
days. —Reuters
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Japan Cabinet to approve bills for greater SDF role

Masahiko Komura (C), vice president of the ruling Liberal Democratic Party, and 
Kazuo Kitagawa (L), deputy chief of the LDP’s junior coalition partner Komeito 

party, meet with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe in Tokyo on 14 May, 2015. Komura and 
Kitagawa are central figures in coordinating the ruling parties’ talks on Japan’s new 
national security legislation. The Abe Cabinet will approve it later in the day before 

submitting it to the Diet on 15 May. — Kyodo News

Tokyo, 14 May — The 
Cabinet of Prime Minis-
ter Shinzo Abe is set to 
approve security bills on 
Thursday that would sig-
nificantly expand the scope 
of overseas operations by 
the Self-Defence Forces in 
what would represent a ma-
jor change to Japan’s post-
World War II exclusively 
defence-oriented security 
policy.

Following Cabinet 
approval, the government 
is expected to submit the 
bills to the Diet on Friday. 
If passed, the legislation 
would remove geograph-
ical restrictions on where 
the SDF can operate, and 
under certain conditions al-
low it to defend its security 
ally — the United States — 
and other friendly countries 
for the first time since the 
war. 

The proposed legis-
lation was reflected in Ja-
pan-US defence guidelines 
revised on 27 April amid 
an increasingly severe se-
curity environment in the 
Asia-Pacific region, with 
concerns over China’s 
growing territorial ambi-
tions and military buildup 
as well as North Korea’s 
missile and nuclear weap-
ons development.

The government will 
present two bills to the Diet 
— a new permanent bill 
that would allow the SDF 
to provide logistical sup-
port for foreign militaries 
in international peacekeep-
ing activities and the other 
comprising revisions to 10 
existing laws.

Abe’s promise in an 
address to the US Congress 
on 29 April that the legis-
lation would be enacted in 
the summer has angered 
opposition lawmakers, but 
the bills are likely to pass 
the Diet given the majority 
held by his Liberal Demo-
cratic Party and its ruling 
coalition partner Komeito 
party.

Chief Cabinet Secre-
tary Yoshihide Suga said 

on Thursday the govern-
ment believes it is impor-
tant to get the bills enact-
ed “at all costs” during 
the current Diet session 
through 24 June, a period 
speculated by lawmakers to 
be extended for a month or 
so. “Protecting peace, safe-
ty and (people’s) lives is 
the most important respon-
sibility of the government,” 
Suga, the top government 
spokesman, told reporters.

But with nearly half, 
or 48.4 percent, of respond-
ents in a Kyodo News sur-
vey in late April showing 
opposition to the prime 
minister’s bid to enact the 
bills during the current 
Diet session, Abe vowed 
Thursday to fully explain 
the legislation to the public 
through Diet deliberations.

One revision under the 
legislation would alter the 
law on contingencies in 
areas surrounding Japan, 
removing the geographi-
cal constraint and allowing 
the SDF to extend logis-
tic support not only to US 
forces but other foreign 
militaries responding to sit-
uations that gravely affect 
the peace and security of 
Japan.

Another revision 
would allow Japan to exer-
cise, in a limited scope, the 
right to collective self-de-
fence, or coming to the aid 
of allies under armed attack 
even if Japan itself is not 
attacked.

In exercising such a 
right, three conditions must 
be met. They are 1) when 
an armed attack against a 
foreign country that is in a 
close relationship with Ja-
pan occurs and as a result 
threatens Japan’s survival 
and poses a clear danger 
to fundamentally overturn 
people’s right to life, liber-
ty and pursuit of happiness; 
2) when there is no other 
appropriate means availa-
ble to repel the attack and 
ensure Japan’s survival and 
protect its people; and 3) 
use of force limited to the 
minimum extent necessary.

The three conditions 
were part of a landmark 
Cabinet decision in July 
last year that reinterprets 
the Constitution to enable 
Japan to exercise the right 
to collective self-defence.

The move is in line 
with Abe’s policy of mak-
ing proactive contributions 
to peace based on the prin-

ciples of international co-
operation.

Successive govern-
ments have interpreted 
the war-renouncing Con-
stitution to mean that Ja-
pan possesses the right to 
collective self-defence but 
cannot use it.

The new permanent 
bill on international peace 
assistance would enable the 
dispatch of SDF personnel 
abroad in a more timely 
fashion. So far, the gov-
ernment has been required 
to enact a special law each 
time it wants to dispatch the 
SDF for overseas logistical 
support such as refueling to 
assist US-led antiterrorism 
operations in the Indian 
Ocean near Afghanistan.

The Cabinet is also 
set to decide on Thursday 
to introduce a system of 
giving approval by phone 
for the swift dispatch of 
the SDF to cope with so-
called “gray zone” inci-
dents, which fall short of 
military attacks on Japan 
but include, for instance, 
attempts by armed groups 
disguised as fishermen to 
take control of a remote 
Japanese island.

Kyodo News

Protesters gather as Japan set 
to approve security reforms

Tokyo, 14 May — 
Japanese civic groups 
held protests on Thursday 
against security bills the 
Cabinet of Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe is set to ap-
prove later in the day, say-
ing legislation to expand 
the scope of overseas oper-
ations by the Self-Defence 
Forces would undermine 
the country’s pacifist Con-
stitution.

Some 500 protestors 
gathered in front of the 
prime minister’s office in 
the morning, holding plac-
ards and calling for the bills 
to be scrapped.

“This will be security 
legislation that enables the 
Self-Defence Forces to en-
gage in warfare overseas,” 
said Shingo Fukuyama, 68, 
representing one of the pro-
test’s organizers.

“If a war starts, it 
will be our generation that 
will be dispatched,” said 
a 23-year-old graduate 
school student in Tokyo 
participating in the protest. 

Beijing police warn “strange outfits” on subway may cause stampedes
Passengers 

wait for a train 
at a platform 
of a subway 

station during 
a rush hour 
on the first 

working day 
after Chinese 
Lunar New 

Year holiday 
in Beijing,  
on 25 Feb, 

2015. 
ReuteRs

Beijing, 14 May— Bei-
jing police are patrolling 
the city’s subways and 
trains to stop people wear-
ing face masks, strange 
costumes and forming flash 
mobs, warning commut-
ers that such actions could 
jeopardise public safety by 
causing stampedes.

State news agency 
Xinhua said law enforce-
ment teams, which started 
the patrols on 1 May, and 
have encountered 83 cases 
of “improper behaviour”, 

“I cannot tolerate this.”
The legislation will 

mark a drastic shift in the 
country’s security policy, 
lifting limits on where the 
SDF can operate and al-
lowing it to defend its main 
security ally, the United 
States, and other friend-
ly countries under certain 
conditions for the first time 
since World War II.

“Abe’s government is 
downplaying the Constitu-
tion, and it makes me worry 
that Japan could end up in a 
shambles,” said a 66-year-
old female participant who 
declined to be named.

The Cabinet made a 
decision in July to rein-
terpret the Constitution to 
enable collective self-de-
fence, or coming to the aid 
of allies under armed attack 
even if Japan itself is not, 
under certain conditions.

The move has prompt-
ed scholars to criticize the 
reinterpretation as running 
counter to constitutional-
ism.— Kyodo News

Demonstrators gather in front of the prime minister’s 
office in Tokyo on 14 May, 2015 to protest the 

Cabinet’s planned approval of security legislation later 
in the day. The legislation would significantly expand 
the scope of overseas operations by the Self-Defence 

Forces. —Kyodo News

including hawking, beg-
ging and the distribution of 
advertising flyers.

Costumes and masks 
are likely to attract the at-
tention of other passen-
gers, Xinhua quoted Liang 
Jianwei, vice head of the 
Beijing municipal traffic 
administration corps, as 
saying. “When a lot of peo-
ple stop to watch, the risk 
of stampedes increases,” 
Liang said.

Passengers should 
avoid forming flash mobs, 

the article quoted Liang as 
saying.

“Although such be-
haviour is not banned by 
law, passengers should not 
be too wilful,” Liang said.

Police will warn 
against “problematic be-
haviour” when they come 
across it, Liang said.

Last October, state 
media cited Beijing police 
as saying that people face 
arrest for wearing Hallow-
een fancy dress on the sub-
way as it may cause crowds 
to gather and create “trou-
ble”.—Reuters
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One main reason is that it will be the first general 
election to be conducted under a democratically 
elected government.

Another point is that the government has 
promised to allow foreign observers, such as the 
US-based Carter Centre and the European Un-
ion, to monitor the upcoming general elections. 
The military government did not allow foreign 
observers at the 2010 elections, but it invited ob-
servers from the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) to the 2012 by-elections.

During the past five years, the government 
has engaged in political reforms, winning high 
praise from the international community and re-
sulting in the relaxations of some economic sanc-
tions against the country. To add fresh momen-
tum to political reform, the government should 
remain steadfast in its determination to hold a 

free and fair election, using it as an opportunity 
to reaffirm its commitment to political reform.

All in all, people, especially in this age, are 
smart enough to welcome politicians who inspire 
their hearts and minds, particularly those  
who aspire to be generous winners and gracious 
losers.

 

By Kyaw Thura

Politicians must win hearts and 
minds, not just votes

With the general elections having been 
slated for late October or early No-
vember in 2015, the people in Myan-

mar are starting to talk about the big day in 
public places like cafes and restaurants.

Some hold the view that the 2015 election 
will be different from the previous one, which 
took place under military rule five years ago. 

We appreciate your feedback and contributions. 
If you have any comments or would like to submit 
editorials, analyses or reports please email wallace.
tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to 
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500 
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

Write for us

Sir,
How the writer U Kin Mg Oo, in his article “Time 

to accomplish unfinished pledges we made solemnly” 
which appeared on the 27 April, 2015 in your esteemed 
paper, has spared no pains to dig out the weak points of 
the teachers of English, hit the nail on the head. No 
teacher is expected to be qualified to come forward to 
swiftly respond with counter-attack on the writer as the 
latter has courageously kicked and beaten the world of 
teachers with his bombastic English. For that, I take my 
hat off to the writer. I was once in the same boat on the 
same journey. Would you kindly lend me ear to hear 
about something I have to inform to the public.

From the day I entered the field of education to the 
day when I turned sixty and quitted the job, I had been 
teaching only one subject – English. During the tenure 
of my office round about 1970, I was assigned to evalu-
ate the English answer papers of the matriculation ex-
amination. I went to the faculty of English Department 
of Yangon University. Faculty members entrusted me 
with a packet of answer papers. I checked them out with 
exceeding care. At one point my eyes were caught by an 
answer paper on which a student writes an essay about 
“The Teacher I admire most”.

The student writes, “We should respect three kinds 
of teacher. They are Teach Teacher (oifq&m), See Teach 
(jrifq&m), and Hear Teacher (Mum;q&m). I was shocked by 
the unwise and unconventional translation the student 
made. 

May I take the liberty of explaining that a person 
who teaches at school is a “Thin Saya”, that a person 
whose activity is observed  and copied, is a “Myin 
Saya”, and that a person whose sincere and sympathetic 
voice is heard and according to the charming counsel of 
which an action is performed is a “Kyar Saya”.

I wrote about this unhealthy episode and contribut-
ed it to the English-language newspapers like the Work-
ing People’s Daily and the Guardian daily which oblig-
ingly published it. But it was a regret that those who are 
involved in this matter turned a deaf ear to my appealing 
voice. 

Let it be. Time changed and so did the situation. 
Our schools are flooded with teaching aids including 
electronic devices. When closely observed, the life of a 
teacher and her pupil has remained unchanged. 

When a pupil fails, parents and her superiors put all 
blame on this poor teacher unilaterally. The superiors 
are accustomed to treating their subordinates very badly 
who lack courage to submit true causes. They keep their 
mouths shut. A failed student should bear the brunt of 
his own “Kamma”. I am damned if I say that the teacher 
is the most responsible for the failure of her student. 
What is a remedial measure? Am I crazy I hope not. It 
should be weighed up the pros and cons. 

U Aye Pe (Padaung)

Letter to the Editor

Who is the most unlucky culprit?

May 16 is General 
Prac t i t ioners ’ 
day. General 

Practioners or Family Phy-
sicians are front-line sol-
diers who combat diseases 
and assist laying healthy 
environment. As such, they 
are clinicians as well as 
public health personals. 
Family Medicine is a basic 
entity, or a specialty for 
general practitioners.

The basic doctors pro-
duced by the Medical Uni-
versities are simply not ca-
pable of entering into 
practice as full-fledged 
Family Physicians. They 
need to be equipped with 
the relevant knowledge, 
skills and attitude to be-
come competent Family 
Practitioners who are capa-
ble of handing health needs 
of families. Those practi-
tioners, after realizing their 
discrepancies and shortfalls 
in their day to day practice, 
expressed their concerns on 
updating and or upgrading 
their competencies. How-
ever, there is limited possi-
bility for all general practi-
tioners dispersed 
throughout the country to 
attend the post graduate 
courses offered by the 
Medical Institutes.

Perhaps it is a necessi-
ty to prepare the basic doc-
tors practicing in the com-
munity with a systematic 
training programme spe-
cially designed to impart 
essential knowledge, skills 
and attitudes defined for a 
compent general practi-
tioner to be able to provide 
Comprehensive High Qual-
ity care in response to the 
needs of individual person, 

General Practitioners Helping Hands to 
the General Public

Dr. Aung Soe @ Aung Kyaw Moe
Retired State Medical Superintendent

families and communities 
they serve.

Emergence of “Family 
Medicine” has been haliled 
as a rediscovery of the hu-
man, social and cultural as-
pects of health and disease, 
and the recognition of the 
“family” as a focal point of 
health care, and the right 
place for integrating pre-
ventive, promotive and cu-
rative serves.

As such Department of 
Family Medicine in Medi-
cal College is a necessity. 
IMACGP – 1989 states.

Family medicine has 
evolved at different rates in 
different parts of the world. 
For many decades the doc-
tor that the people knew was 
the family doctor. He was 
the doctor that was around 
to look after all members of 
family “from cradle to 
grave”, whether it was to de-
liver a baby into the world or 
to treat an illness or to pro-
vide counsel.

The development of 
medical sicience and the 
hospital at the turn of the 
previous century not only 
led to better understanding 
of man, disease and ways 
of dealing with medical 
problems but also resulted 
in specialization of medi-
cine, leading to fragmenta-
tion of care, high health 
care cost and an impersonal 
approach, it is said.

Family Medicine / 
General Practice has ma-
tured in the last 50 years. 
Family medicine is a disci-
pline concerned with the 
personal, primary compre-
hensive and countinuing 
health care of the individu-
al in relation to his family, 

community and environ-
ment, as defined by College 
of Family Physicians, Sin-
gapore, 2002.

The general practition-
er/ family physician cares 
for the individual in the 
context of the family, and 
the family in the context of 
the community, irrespec-
tive of race, culture or so-
cial class. He/ she is clini-
cally competent to provide 
the greater part of their 
care, taking into account 
the cultural, socioeconomic 
and psychological back-
ground. In addition, he/ she 
takes personal responsibili-
ty for providing compre-
hensive and continuing 
care for his /her patients, 
Word Organization of 
Family Medicine states in 
1991.

The general practition-
er deals with patients pre-
senting with undifferentiat-
ed problems and provide 
continuing, comprehen-
sive, whole-person care to 
individuals, families and 
their community, accord-
ing to Royal Australian 
Collage of General Practi-
tioners, 1991.

“The General Practi-
tioner provides personal 
primary and continuing 
medical care to individuals, 
families and a practice pop-
ulation irrespective of age, 
sex and illness. He will at-
tend his patients in his con-
sulting room, in their 
homes and sometimes in a 
clinic or hospital. His aim 
is to make an early diagno-
sis. He will include and in-
tegrate physical, psycho-
logical and social factors in 
his consideration about 
health and illness. He will 
undertake continuing man-
agement of his patients 

with chronic, recurrent and 
terminal illnesses. He will 
practice in co-operation 
with other colleagues. He 
will know how and when to 
intervene through treat-
ment, prevention and edu-
cation to promote health of 
his patients and their fami-
lies. He will recognize that 
he also has a professional 
responsibility to the com-
munity. The above men-
tioned abstract is from 
General Medical Practice, 
Walton + Beeson, Oxford 
University Press 1986.

Family Medicine is 
neither an amalgam of sev-
eral disciplines or a unique 
discipline in itself. It is a 
discipline that transcends 
specialties as it integrates 
into a new whole, Dr. 
Wayne Watson of College 
of Family Physicians, Can-
ada, wrote in Repor of the 
P/G Family Medicine Edu-
cation 1990.

A family physician 
provides multiple health 
care, to general public, in-
cluding
A. Acute and Emergency 

care
B. Behavioral problems 

care
C.  Chronic and continu-

ing care
D. Domiciliary care
E. Elderly (palliative) 

care
F. Follow-up care
G. General care and
P. Preventive care

As doctors of first con-
tact, GP’s has to be conver-
sant with illnesses that may 
give rise to emergencies. 
The anxiety and fear of the 
patient or close ones that 
may accompany the situa-
tion will require expert 
management as well.  
           (See page 9)
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(from page 8)
Generally, patients 

present to the GP’s ambu-
latory not in the traditional 
way of “disease” but as 
“illness” which may has 
the following characteris-
tics:

(a) The patient often 
presents more than one 
problem at the same visit.

(b) The problems are 
often not pressed in order 
of priority. The most seri-
ous problem may be left 
until the end of the consul-
tation – or not even men-

General Practitioners Helping . . . 
tioned at all.

(c) The most sensi-
tive problems may be ex-
pressed in metaphorical 
language.

(d) The problem is 
not necessarily the same as 
the disease. Thus some of 
the problems patients bring 
to their GP are not related 
to pathophysioloty but are 
emotional or social in ori-
gin and may have to be de-
fined in “non-diagnostic” 
terms, e.g. “work stress” or 
“failure to cope”.

(e) The problem may 

not allow precise definition 
because the symptoms and 
signs are not conclusive, 
and expensive and invasive 
investigations are not war-
ranted. One is not going to 
do spine X-rays for every 
patient with backache, or 
barium meals for every pa-
tient with epigastric dis-
comfort. Therefore, the 
problem is defined in 
“sub-diagnostic” terms, 
e.g. “lumbago” or “indiges-
tion”.

As one faces modern 
life, one is forever finding 
situations where one want 
to follow two or more con-

tradicting paths. Desires 
push in one direction, con-
cepts of what would be 
wise or ethical to do press 
in other direction. Coping 
with the resultant internal 
clashes may reveal behav-
ioral problems which could 
be classified in many ways;

Ignorance, denial, re-
pression, defense, escape, 
withdraw, regression, de-
veloping physical ailment 
etc.

May all GPs be com-
petent and updated enough 
to provide health-care to 
the community as front-
line first contact doctors.

Coordination meeting on 
financial development and 

foreign exchange  
rates held

Nay Pyi Taw, 14 May 
— Coordination meeting 
on current foreign ex-
change rate and financial 
development of Myan-
mar was held at the Cen-
tral Bank of Myanmar on 
Thursday morning.

Present at the meeting 
were Union Ministers U 
Soe Thane, U Tin Naing 
Thein, U Win Myint, Dr 
Kan Zaw, U Win Shein, 
Governor U Kyaw Kyaw 
Maung and deputy gov-
ernors of the CBM, direc-
tors-general, deputy direc-
tors-general and officials 
from private banks.

At the meeting, Union 
Minister U Soe Thane said 
that the Central Bank of 
Myanmar is an independ-
ent financial institution and 
is adopting and implement-

ing financial policies of the 
country together with the 
Ministry of Finance.

Then, the union min-
ister added that the gov-
ernment recognizes the 
important roles of banks in 
national development but 
private banks are required 
to abide by rules and regu-
lations of the CBM, which 
helps solve problems of 
private banks.

Later, union ministers 
and the governor took part 
in the discussions on for-
mation of a taskforce of ex-
perts for information shar-
ing among departments, 
current exchange rates and 
ethics of banks.

Officials of private 
banks reported their diffi-
culties to the meeting.

MNA

MYANMAR GAZETTE
Nay Pyi Taw, 14 May—The President of the Re-

public of the Union of Myanmar has transferred the 
following heads of service organizations shown against 
each from the date they assume charge of their duties.
 Name Appointment
(a) Prefessor Dr Myint Han Director-General
 Director-General Department of   
 Department of Food and  Medical Care
 Drug Administration  Ministry of Health
 Ministry of Health
(b) Professor  Director-General
 Dr Daw Nwe Nwe Oo Health Professional 
 Director-General Resources Development 
 Health Planning and Management 
 Department Department
 Ministry of Health Ministry of Health 
(c) Dr Kyaw Zin Thant Director-General  
 Director-General Medical Research 
 Medical Research  Department
 Department Ministry of Health
 (Lower Myanmar) Department
 Ministry of Health  
(d) Dr Daw Yi Yi Myint Director-General  
 Director-General Traditional Medicine   
 Medical Research  Department
 Department Ministry of Health  
 (Upper Myanmar)
 Ministry of Health
(e) Professor  Rector
 Dr Zaw Wai Soe University of Medicine  
 Rector (1), Yangon
 University of Medicine  Ministry of Health
 (2), Yangon     
 Ministry of Health
(f) U Min Htein Director-General  
 Director-General Civil and Housing 
 Department of Human Development 
 Settlement and Department
 Housing Development Ministry of 
 Ministry of Construction Construction   
(g) U Hsan Aung Principal
 Director-General Central Institute of 
 Transport Planning  Transport and 
 Department Communications
 Ministry of Rail  Ministry of Rail 
 Transportation Transportation
(h) U Kyaw Swa Soe Director-General
 Director-General Technology Promotion 
 Advanced Science and and Coordination
 Technology Department Department
 Ministry of Science Ministry of Science and
 and Technology Technology 
(i) U Win Khaing Moe Director-General
 Director-General Research and 
 Myanma Science and Innovation   
 Technological and Department
 Research Department Ministry of Science    
 Ministry of Science and Technology

 Technology
(j) U Win Maw Tun Director-General
 Director-General Technological and 
 Technical and  Vocation Education
 Vocational Education Department
 Department Ministry of Science 
 Ministry of Science and Technology
 and Technology
 The President of the Republic of the Union of Myan-
mar has appointed the following persons as heads of ser-
vice organizations shown against each on probation from 
the date they assume charge of their duties.
 Name Appointment
(a) Dr Ye Tint Tun Director-General
 Deputy Director-General Agricultural Research  
 Agricultural Research Department 
 Department Ministry of Agriculture  
 Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation
  and Irrigation
(b) U Mya Than Director-General
 Deputy Director-General Small-scale Industries  
 Small-scale Industries Department
 Department Ministry of 
 Ministry of Cooperatives Cooperatives
(c) U Khant Zaw Director-General
 Deputy Chief Engineer Rural Development  
 Rural Development Department
  Department Ministry of Livestock, 
 Ministry of Livestock,  Fisheries and Rural 
 Fisheries and Rural Development 
 Development
(d) Dr Daw Kaythi Lwin Rector
 Pro-Rector Technological  
 Technological University (Thanlyin)
 University (Thanlyin)  Ministry of Science
 Ministry of Science and Technology
 and Technology
(e) Dr Daw Theingi Rector
 Pro-Rector Yangon West 
 Yangon West Technological 
 Technological University
 University Ministry of Science and  
 Ministry of Science and Technology
  Technology
(f) Dr Kyi Soe Rector
 Pro-Rector Technological 
 Technological University (Hmawby)
 University (Hmawby) Ministry of Science and  
 Ministry of Science and Technology
  Technology
(g) Dr Maung Maung Latt Rector
 Pro-Rector Technological 
 Technological  University (Toungoo)
 University (Toungoo) Ministry of Science 
 Ministry of Science  and Technology
 and Technology  
(h) Dr Nyunt Soe Rector
 Pro-Rector Pyay Technological 
 Pyay Technological University   

 University Ministry of Science and  
 Ministry of Science and Technology
 Technology  
(i) Dr Kyi Thwin Rector
 Pro-Rector Myanmar 
 Myanmar Aerospace Aerospace Engineering 
 Engineering University University   
 Ministry of Science and Ministry of Science and
 Technology Technology  
(j) Dr Daw San San Yi Rector
 Pro-Rector Technological 
 Technological University (Taunggyi)
 University (Taunggyi) Ministry of Science and  
 Ministry of Science Technology
 and Technology 
(k) Dr Hsint Soe Rector
 Pro-Rector Technological 
 Technological University (Mandalay)
 University (Mandalay) Ministry of Science and  
 Ministry of Science Technology
 and Technology
(l) Dr Myint Thein Rector
 Pro-Rector Mandalay 
 Mandalay Technological Technological 
 University University
 Ministry of Science Ministry of Science and  
 and Technology Technology
(m) Dr Daw Win Aye Rector
 Pro-Rector University of Computer  
 University of Computer Studies (Mandalay)
 Studies (Mandalay) Ministry of Science and  
 Ministry of Science Technology
 and Technology
(n) Dr Daw Saw Sanda Aye Rector
 Pro-Rector University of Computer  
 University of Computer Studies (Pyay)
 Studies (Pyay) Ministry of Science and  
 Ministry of Science Technology
  and Technology
(o) Dr Daw Moe Pwint Rector
 Pro-Rector Mandalay University of  
 Mandalay University Computer Studies
 of Computer Studies Ministry of Science and  
 Ministry of Science Technology
 and Technology
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Obama seeks to reassure Gulf allies on Iran, 
security at summit

leaders about US efforts to 
broker a nuclear deal with 
Iran.

During a rare, high-pro-
file summit at the Camp 
David presidential retreat 
in Maryland, Obama will 
meet with representatives 
from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Qatar, Bahrain, the United 
Arab Emirates and Oman, 
all members of the Gulf Co-
operation Council, to dis-
cuss security cooperation.

Tension over US policy 
toward Teheran, Syria and 
the Arab Spring uprisings 
will loom over the meet-
ings, which have already 
been overshadowed by 

US President Barack Obama (L) welcomes Saudi 
Arabia’s Crown Prince Mohammed bin Nayef as he 
plays host to leaders and delegations from the Gulf 

Cooperation Council countries at the White House in 
Washington on 13 May, 2015.—ReuteRs

some countries’ decisions 
to send lower-level leaders.

Saudi King Salman 
pulled out, sending Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin 
Nayef and Deputy Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man instead.

The White House has 
said such decisions were not 
snubs and has portrayed the 
summit as a set of working 
meetings rather than sym-
bolic photo sessions.

Arab leaders are con-
cerned that lifting Western 
sanctions as part of a nu-
clear deal with Iran would 
empower Teheran to act in 
destabilizing ways in the 

region.
The United States and 

five other world powers 
are in talks with Teheran to 
curb its atomic programme. 
The Obama administration 
would like GCC support for 
the deal to help convince 
a skeptical US Congress 
it has broad backing in the 
region.

Although he will not 
offer a security treaty as 
some Gulf leaders desired, 
Obama will seek to allay 
their fears about the US 
commitment to their de-
fence needs.

“That will be the es-
sence of the conversations: 

What can we do to modern-
ize and deepen that security 
cooperation?” White House 
spokesman Josh Earnest 
said on Wednesday.

“And much of what 
the president has in mind is 
helping the GCC countries 
use the hardware that they 
have to better coordinate 
their efforts and better pro-
vide for the security of their 
citizens.”

White House officials 
said on Monday the summit 
would produce announce-
ments on integrating ballis-
tic missile defence systems 
and increasing joint military 
exercises.—Reuters

Washington, 14 May 
— President Barack Oba-
ma will seek to convince 
Gulf allies including Saudi 

Arabia on Thursday that the 
United States is commit-
ted to their security despite 
deep concern among Arab 

tokyo, 14 May — The 
US Marine Corps is bring-
ing together foreign com-
manders from amphibious 
forces deployed mostly in 
the Asia-Pacific for a con-
ference aimed at taking in-
itial steps to integrate their 
operations, with China 
excluded from the event, 
according to officials and 
planning documents.

The effort centres on a 
first-of-its-kind conference 
between the Marine Corps 
and military officials from 
23 countries that opens in 
Hawaii on Monday. More 
than half the nations attend-
ing are from Asia, including 
some embroiled in territori-
al disputes with China such 
as Japan, the Philippines 
and Vietnam.

On the agenda will be 
amphibious assault tactics, 
including ship-to-shore as-
saults, and a demonstration 
of shore landing tactics, 
said a USMC spokesman 
in Hawaii. A planning doc-
ument prepared by a con-
sultant to the US military 
and reviewed by Reuters 
notes that China should 
“not be invited” because it’s 
a “competitor” to the Unit-
ed States and some of the 
countries attending.

Washington has grown 
increasingly critical of Chi-
na’s assertiveness in the 
disputed South China Sea, 
especially its land reclama-
tion around seven reefs in 
the Spratly chain. Satellite 
images show at least one 
airstrip under construction.

A US official said on 
Tuesday that the Pentagon 
was considering sending 
US military aircraft and 
ships to assert freedom of 
navigation around the reefs.

US military forces aboard Amphibious Assault Vehicles (AAV) manuevre on South 
China Sea near the shore of San Antonio, Zambales during the annual ‘Balikatan’ 
(shoulder-to-shoulder) war games with Filipino soldiers in northern Philippines in 

this 21 April, 2015 file photo.—ReuteRs

Asked about Chi-
na’s exclusion, the Marine 
spokesman said US law pro-
hibited military-to-military 
exchanges with China at 
such events. US defence of-
ficials added that it was not 
unusual to exclude Chinese 
military personnel from par-
ticipating in some training 
hosted by US forces. China 
took part in US-led Rim of 
the Pacific (RIMPAC) na-
val exercises last year with 
more than 20 countries, but 
one defence official noted 
its participation was limited 
to things like humanitarian 
relief and search and rescue 
operations.

China’s Defence Min-
istry had no immediate 
comment.

Amphibious forces 
specialize in launching mar-
itime operations including 
beach landings from boats 
and helicopters and are 
often used to deliver and 
coordinate aid following 
natural disasters. The vast 
island-dotted and disas-
ter-prone geography of Asia 
lends itself to such opera-

tions.
A key goal of the Ha-

waii meeting would be to 
lay the groundwork for 
multilateral amphibious 
exercises, including drills 
between participant nations, 
even without US involve-
ment, the planning docu-
ment said.

On Tuesday, the vis-
iting military officials will 
observe a US Marine ex-
ercise involving helicopter 
carriers, landing ships and 
other vessels that will cre-
ate an offshore sea base that 
could be used in combat or 
to coordinate disaster relief.

Brigadier Richard 
Spencer, deputy command-
er of the British Royal Ma-
rines, who will attend the 
conference, said it would be 
a success if it paved the way 
for participating nations to 
run joint disaster relief ef-
forts using marine forces.

“My inclination would 
be to start with a relatively 
realistic level of ambition 
... I would rather set a low 
bar and achieve it,” Spencer 
told Reuters on the sidelines 

of a defence conference in 
the Japanese city of Yo-
kohama. The US Marines 
were the “logical integrator” 
for amphibious capabilities 
in Asia, which would inter-
est allies like Japan, South 
Korea and Australia, said 
Michael Green, senior vice 
president at the Centre for 
Strategic and International 
Studies in Washington.

“(It would) also be 
helpful to other partners 
dealing with vulnerabilities 
from natural disasters to en-
croachment and coercion by 
large maritime claimants,” 
he said. China claims most 
of the South China Sea. 
The Philippines, Vietnam, 
Malaysia, Brunei and Tai-
wan also claim parts of the 
waterway. China last month 
defended its Spratlys rec-
lamation, saying the new 
islands would provide civil-
ian services such as search 
and rescue facilities.

Beijing is also at log-
gerheads with Japan over 
uninhabited isles in the East 
China Sea. 

Reuters  

West pushes Macedonian 
government, opposition 

towards crisis talks

skopje, 14 May — 
Western diplomats pressed 
the leaders of Macedonia’s 
four main parties to meet 
on Thursday for talks to re-
solve a deep political crisis 
that has raised fears of in-
stability in the ex-Yugoslav 
republic. Political tensions 
in Macedonia are building 
towards a rally on Sunday 
called by opposition So-
cial Democrat leader Zoran 
Zaev to demand conserva-
tive Prime Minister Nikola 
Gruevski resign over wire-
tap disclosures this year 
that appear to point to wide-
spread abuse of office by 
senior government officials.

The government says 
the wire-taps were made by 
a foreign spy service, and 
that their content has been 
doctored. Zaev has been 
charged with trying to top-
ple the government.

The standoff has al-
ready boiled over once 
into street clashes, raising 
concern in the West over 
the stability of the impov-
erished Balkan state 14 
years after NATO and EU 
diplomacy pulled it from 
the brink of all-out civil war 
during an ethnic Albanian 
insurgency.

A senior government 
official, speaking on con-

dition of anonymity, told 
Reuters there was tentative 
agreement on a meeting be-
tween Gruevski, his ethnic 
Albanian coalition partner 
Ali Ahmeti and opposition 
leaders Zaev and Menduh 
Thaci. “It’s an initiative by 
the international communi-
ty,” the source said.

A spokesman for 
Ahmeti said the meeting 
would go ahead at 2.30 pm 
(1230 GMT), and would be 
chaired by the ambassadors 
of the United States and the 
European Union. There was 
no immediate word from 
Zaev’s Social Democrats as 
to whether he would attend.

Last weekend, a police 
raid on an ethnic Albanian 
neighbourhood in northern 
Macedonia left 22 people 
dead — 14 ethnic Albani-
ans described by the gov-
ernment as “terrorists” and 
eight police officers — and 
deepened impressions of a 
country on the brink.

On Tuesday, Interior 
Minister Gordana Janku-
lovska and Macedonia’s 
intelligence chief, Saso 
Mijalkov, resigned, saying 
they hoped the move would 
help end the crisis. The two 
have been at the centre of 
the wire-tap scandal.

Gruevski’s conserva-
tive VMRO-DPMNE party 
offered on Wednesday to 
create an ad hoc parliamen-
tary committee to probe the 
allegations of wrongdoing 
— on condition the Social 
Democrats end a boycott of 
parliament in force since an 
election in 2014 that Zaev 
says was rigged.

Zaev says he will not 
stop until Gruevski steps 
down. —Reuters

Macedonian Prime 
Minister Nikola Gruevski

US Marines look to nurture integrated  
Asia-Pacific amphibious forces, China excluded
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Taleban claim attack on Afghan 
guesthouse that killed 14

Afghan policemen keep watch at the site of an attack in Kabul on 14 May, 2015. 
ReuteRs

Kabul, 14 May — The 
Afghan Taleban claimed 
responsibility on Thursday 
for an attack on a popular 
guesthouse in Kabul that 
killed at least 14 people, 
including foreigners at-
tending a dinner and arriv-
ing for a concert.

Four Indian nationals, 
a Briton, an American and 
a Kazakh national were 
confirmed among the dead 
in a five-hour assault at 
Park Palace guesthouse in 
an upscale neighbourhood 
of central Kabul.

The attack height-
ened a sense of insecurity 
in the Afghan capital and 
throughout the country as 
the Taleban step up attacks 
following the withdrawal 
of most foreign troops. 

Kabul’s police chief 
said 44 people were res-
cued.

A day after the assault, 
there was still confusion 

about how many gunmen 
attacked. A statement from 
President Ashraf Ghani’s 
office said there were three 
gunmen, while Kabul po-
lice said they could con-
firm just one.

Taleban spokesman 
Zabihullah Mujahid said in 
an emailed statement that 
one of the insurgents’ op-
eratives carried out the at-
tack with the aim of killing 
foreign citizens in retalia-
tion for the United States 
and its allies supporting the 
Kabul government of Pres-
ident Ashraf Ghani.

“The occupying forces 
should realize that they are 
not safe from our attacks 
under any cover or in any 
location,” Mujahid said.  

The death toll rose 
from five to 14 on Thurs-
day as more bodies were 
found.

“It was one attacker 
and we are still investi-

gating how he got in,” po-
lice criminal investigation 
chief Farid Afzali Kabul 
said.

A Kabul security offi-
cial put the number of dead 
at 14, and the number was 
confirmed by the United 
Nations Assistance mis-
sion in a statement.

The US and Indian 
embassies and Kazakh-
stan’s Foreign Ministry 
confirmed their citizens 
were among the dead, and 
an Afghan with British na-
tionality was also killed.

“With regret we can 
confirm that a British dual 
national was killed in last 
night’s attack on a Kabul 
guesthouse,” a British em-
bassy spokesman said on 
Thursday.

The shooting started 
on Wednesday night as 
some guests gathered for 
a dinner at the guest house 
and others were arriving 

for a concert.
A spate of similar at-

tacks in Kabul last year 
has dampened the city’s 
once-vibrant social scene.

Late last year, a sui-
cide bomber detonated at 
a French cultural centre 

performance, killing one 
person. 

In March 2014, Tale-
ban gunmen killed nine 
people — including three 
children — in the upscale 
Serena Hotel in Kabul.

Two months earli-

er, attackers stormed into 
a popular Lebanese res-
taurant in the capital and 
gunned down 21 people, 
including three United 
Nations staff and a senior 
IMF official.

Reuters

Yemen truce broadly 
holds, but reports of 

violations
Cairo/ aden, 14 May 

— A five-day truce in Yem-
en appeared to be broadly 
holding on Wednesday, 
despite reports of air strikes 
overnight by Saudi-led forc-
es and continued military 
activity by the Iranian-allied 
Houthi group.

Witnesses in the south-
western city of Abyan said 
warplanes had hit positions 
there after the Houthi seized 
the area following the start 
late on Tuesday of the 
ceasefire, which is intended 
to ward off a humanitarian 
catastrophe. 

Residents of the south-
ern provinces of Shabwa 
and Lahj, which have wit-
nessed heavy ground clash-
es between local militiamen 
and the Houthis, also report-
ed air strikes overnight.

Saudi Arabia and the 
Houthis traded accusa-
tions of ceasefire violations 
along the mountainous 
Yemeni-Saudi border, but 
residents said hostilities 
appeared to have largely 
died down. An alliance of 
Gulf Arab nations has been 
bombing Houthi militia and 
allied army units that con-
trol much of Yemen since 
26 March in what they say 
is an attempt to restore ex-
iled President Abd-Rabbu 
Mansour Hadi. Saudi Ara-
bia and its Sunni Muslim al-
lies believe the Houthis are 
a proxy for the influence of 

their arch-rival, Shi’ite Iran, 
in a regional power struggle 
that has helped exacerbate 
sectarian tensions across the 
Middle East.

Aid agencies said the 
five-day break in fighting to 
allow fuel, medicine, food 
and aid workers to enter 
Yemen could be a “lifeline” 
for civilians trapped in con-
flict zones. “There has been 
no break whatsoever in the 
fighting until now, and the 
people of Yemen need a 
respite,” said Sitara Jabeen, 
spokeswoman for the Inter-
national Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) in the 
Middle East.

However, there was 
no immediate word of any 
new supplies reaching the 
impoverished nation, that 
has been beset by more than 
four years of political cha-
os and violence. An Irani-
an-flagged ship that Tehran 
says is carrying humani-
tarian supplies for Yemen 
could reach the port of Ho-
deida within four to five 
days, raising the prospect 
of a possible confrontation 
between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran. Saudi Arabia, seeking 
to prevent arms from reach-
ing the Houthis, says it will 
not let any ships pass with-
out authorisation. Iran says 
it won’t let Saudis search 
the vessel and has said its 
warships will escort the ves-
sel.—Reuters

 Rebel fighters from ‘Jaysh al-Sunna’ move in a convoy amid a street in the city of 
Idlib as they head towards what they said an offensive to take control of al-Mastou-

ma military camp which is controlled by forces loyal to Syria’s President Bashar 
al-Assad beside Idlib city on 12 May, 2015.— ReuteRs

 Hezbollah, Syrian army make big gains  
in border battle

beirut, 14 May — 
Lebanon’s Hezbollah and 
Syria’s army made big 
advances against insur-
gents in mountains north 
of Damascus on Wednes-
day, Hezbollah and Syrian 
state media said, shoring 
up President Bashar al-As-
sad’s grip on the border 
zone. The gains in the 
crucial Qalamoun region 
close to Lebanon against 
groups including the al-Qa-
eda-linked Nusra Front fol-
low significant defeats for 
Assad elsewhere, notably 
in Syria’s northwest near 
the Turkish border.

Hezbollah, an Irani-
an-backed Shi’ite group 
with a powerful militia, has 

been a vital ally for Assad 
in the four-year-long con-
flict that has become a fo-
cal point for the struggle 
between Teheran and Sun-
ni Saudi Arabia, which has 
backed the insurgency.

Hezbollah fighters 
and the army seized Talat 
Moussa, the highest peak 
in the area targeted in the 
offensive. Sources briefed 
on the situation said that 
move had effectively se-
cured control of the entire 
area some 50 km (30 miles) 
from Damascus.

“Now only the final 
stage of the operation is 
left,” one of the sourc-
es said. Syrian state TV 
credited the advance to the 

army and “the Lebanese 
resistance”, an unusual 
public acknowledgement 
of Hezbollah’s role in the 
battle for an area used by 
the insurgents to ferry sup-
plies between Syria and 
Lebanon. It also said that 
the army was pursuing the 
remnants of the insurgents 
in the town of Fleita.

Hezbollah has un-
leashed heavy firepower 
in the offensive, including 
concentrated rocket bom-
bardments. The Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights, a British-based 
group that tracks the con-
flict, says this had forced 
many insurgents to with-
draw.

The offensive had 
been expected for some 
time but was awaiting the 
end of winter and aimed 
to crush one of the risks 
facing Assad, who has lost 
much of the north and east 
in the war estimated by 
the United Nations to have 
killed 220,000 people.

The Observatory put 
the death toll in the fighting 
at dozens on both sides. A 
source briefed on the situ-
ation said Hezbollah had 
lost four fighters.

Since March, forces 
backing Assad have relin-
quished wide areas of Idlib 
province in the northwest 
at the border with Turkey, 
another country that sup-
ports the insurgency. The 
president also lost the Na-
sib crossing with Jordan to 
rebels.

Islamic State, the sin-
gle most powerful insur-
gent group in Syria, has 
also been launching attacks 
on both government-held 
and rebel-controlled areas 
in central Syria, as it steps 
up efforts to expand be-
yond its strongholds.

The Observatory said 
the militants killed about 
70 government troops in an 
attack on Syrian army-held 
areas in Homs province 
overnight. At least 40 Is-
lamic State fighters were 
also killed in and around 
the town of al-Sukhna, 
some 300 km northeast of 
Damascus. —Reuters
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INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER (3/2015)
[TENDER NO. MPPE/ JET Al / T / 1 (2015 — 2016)] 
1. Open Tender is invited for the Myanma Petroleum 
Products Enterprise, the Ministry of Energy for the supply 
of JET Al (282,000 bbl ± 10% ) 
2. Tender Closing Date & Time - 26 - 5 - 2015, 12:00 Hrs 
3. Tender Opening Date & Time - 26 - 5 - 2015, 13:00 Hrs
4. Delivery Time  - 1st July 2015 to 31st October 2015
5. Tender documents and details are available at the 
Department of Finance, the Myanma Petroleum Products 
Enterprise, Nay Pyi Taw, during office hours commenc-
ing 11 - 5 -2015 on payment of Myanmar Kyat One Hun-
dred Thousand (Kyat 100,000.) per set. 
6. Only bid from tenderer who has purchased tender 
document officially from the Myanma Petroleum Prod-
ucts Enterprise will be accepted for evaluation. 

Managing Director 
Myanma Petroleum Products Enterprise 

Ministry of Energy, No(6) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw 
Contact Phone No.
067-411487/411486/411280

Seoul, 14 May — For-
mer South Korean Prime 
Minister Lee Wan-koo was 
summoned by prosecu-
tors on Thursday for ques-
tioning into allegations of 
involvement in a bribery 
scandal.

“I am deeply sorry 
for having caused trouble 
to the people,” Lee told 
reporters before stepping 
into the prosecutors’ office 
building in Seoul. “I will 
talk to prosecutors in detail 
and will listen to them.”

He is alleged to have 
received 30 million won 
(about $27,300) in illegal 
campaign funds from a 
business tycoon who was 
found dead in an apparent 
suicide last month while 
under a corruption investi-
gation.

Lee has denied the al-
legations, but after coming 
under growing pressure 
from the ruling and oppo-
sition parties to step down, 
he offered his resignation 
and it was accepted by 
President Park Geun-hye.

Former S Korean premier summoned 
for questioning over bribe-taking

Former South Korean Prime Minister Lee Wan-koo 
meets with reporters in Seoul on 14 May, 2015, after 
being summoned by prosecutors for questioning over 
allegations of involvement in a bribery scandal. Lee 
denied the allegations and said, “I will talk to prosecutors 

in detail and will listen to them.”—Kyodo News

The bribery scandal 
was triggered by a suicide 
note that Sung Wan-jong, 
former head of a bankrupt 
construction company, 
left in his pocket, which 
listed the names of eight 
current and former aides 
to Park, including Lee and 
presidential chief of staff 
Lee Byung -kee, and the 
amounts of money alleged-
ly given to each of them.

Sung’s apparent sui-
cide came as he was about 
to be questioned by pros-
ecutors over allegations 
that he embezzled compa-
ny money to create a slush 
fund to bribe politicians 
and government officials.

Park has ordered state 
prosecutors to launch a 
thorough investigation to 
get to the bottom of the 
scandal.

Lee Wan-koo is the 
second called into ques-
tioning among eight poli-
ticians listed on the busi-
nessman’s memo. South 
Gyeongsang Province Gov 
Hong Joonpyo was quizzed 

last week.
In January, Park ap-

pointed Lee, then parlia-
mentary floor leader of the 
ruling Saenuri Party, as 
prime minister in a move 
widely seen to boost her 
declining approval ratings.

The bribery scandal 
implicating the former 
prime minister and close 

confidantes of the president 
is certain to deal a major 
blow to Park’s leadership 
three years into her five-
year tenure.

In South Korea, exec-
utive power rests mainly 
with the president, with the 
prime minister serving pri-
marily as coordinator of the 
Cabinet.—Kyodo News

Emergency workers and Amtrak personnel inspect a derailed Amtrak train in 
Philadelphia on 13 May, 2015.—ReuteRs

Amtrak train in Philadelphia wreck was travelling at twice speed limit
PhiladelPhia, 14 May 

— An Amtrak train that de-
railed in Philadelphia, killing 
seven people and injuring 
more than 200, was barrel-
ling into a curved stretch of 
track at 100-plus miles per 
hour, twice the speed limit, 
when the engineer slammed 
on the brakes, US investiga-
tors said on Wednesday.

Hours after launching 
their probe into the cause of 
the accident, experts from 
the National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB) also 
concluded the derailment 
would have been prevent-
ed by installation of an ad-
vanced safety system called 
“positive train control,” 
NTSB board member Rob-
ert Sumwalt said.

The engineer of the 
New York City-bound pas-
senger train fully applied 
the locomotive’s emergency 
braking system as it entered 
the left-hand curve in the rail 
line, where the maximum al-
lowed speed is 50 mph (80 
kph), Sumwalt told a news 
conference.

The brakes managed to 
only slightly slow the train 
from 106 mph (171 kph) to 
102 mph in the few seconds 
before the locomotive and 
all seven passenger cars de-
railed, he said.

A city official, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, 
identified the train’s driver 

as Brandon Bostian, report-
ed to be aged 32. A Univer-
sity of Missouri graduate 
with a business degree, he 
has worked as an Amtrak 
engineer for more than four 
years and previously served 
as a conductor for the rail-
way, according to his Linke-
dIn page.

The engineer, among 
those hurt in the wreck, 
could not be reached imme-
diately for comment.

Philadelphia Mayor 
Michael Nutter reacted with 
dismay to the disclosure of 
the train’s speed, calling it 
“astounding, devastating.”

“One-hundred, six 

miles per hour in a 50 mile-
per-hour zone ... that’s just 
insane,” the mayor said.

Authorities have of-
fered no explanation for 
why the No 188 train, which 
originated in Washington, 
DC and had stopped in Phil-
adelphia’s 30th Street station 
about 10 minutes earlier, 
was travelling at more than 
double its authorized speed. 
Sumwalt said NTSB inves-
tigators had yet to interview 
the engineer but planned to 
after he had a day or two to 
convalesce.

ABC News reported 
that Bostian’s lawyer told 
the network his client has 

no memory of the crash it-
self and “no explanation” 
for what happened, but was 
cooperating with author-
ities and had voluntarily 
turned over a blood sample 
and his cell phone. The at-
torney, whom ABC did not 
name, said Bostian recalls 
driving the train to the area 
of the crash generally, then 
later getting tossed around, 
coming to and finding his 
bag and cell phone before 
dialling emergency-911, the 
network reported.

ABC also quoted the at-
torney as saying Bostian had 
“no health issues to speak 
of” before the wreck and 

was on no medications. The 
engineer suffered a concus-
sion and a gash to his head 
that required 14 staples to 
close, the lawyer told ABC.

Bostian was treated for 
his injuries at Einstein Med-
ical Center and released, a 
hospital spokesman said.

Sumwalt said data from 
the “black box” recorder re-
covered at the crash site had 
yet to be fully analysed, and 
investigators also planned to 
examine video footage from 
forward-facing cameras at-
tached to the train.

He said the NTSB team 
expected to remain on the 
crash scene, in north Phil-
adelphia’s Port Richmond 
section along the Delaware 
River, for about a week.

In addition to speed, the 
NTSB has said it was focus-
ing on the condition of the 
tracks and signalling equip-
ment, crew training and the 
performance of the five-per-
son crew.

Rail service along 
Amtrak’s Northeast Corri-
dor, the country’s busiest 
with 12 million passengers a 
year, was disrupted after the 
accident at about 9:20 pm 
EDT Tuesday (0130 GMT 
Wednesday), leaving travel-
lers scrambling for alterna-
tives.

Rescue workers on 
Wednesday were still pull-
ing apart the twisted metal 

and sifting through debris 
left by the crash. One of the 
rail cars landed upside down 
and three were tossed on 
their sides, while passengers 
and luggage were sent fly-
ing, survivors said.

Authorities have not 
yet accounted for everyone 
believed to have been on 
board. Hospitals in the area 
reported treating more than 
200 people, city officials 
said. Amtrak has said 243 
people, including a crew of 
five, were on board.

The crash seemed like-
ly to heighten moves to ex-
pand positive train control, 
or PTC, systems, designed 
to prevent high-speed de-
railments. No such system 
was in effect at the site of the 
Amtrak crash, officials said.

“We feel that had such a 
system been installed in this 
section of track, this accident 
would not have occurred,” 
Sumwalt said.

Positive train control 
automatically slows or even 
halts trains moving too fast 
or heading into a danger 
zone. Under current law, the 
rail industry must adopt the 
technology by year-end.

The crash came a day 
before the House Appropria-
tions Committee approved a 
transportation budget for the 
next fiscal year that included 
a funding cut for Amtrak.

Reuters

S Korea names nuclear energy 
negotiator as new ambassador 

to Russia
Seoul, 14 May — South Korea’s chief negotiator 

for civil nuclear energy pact with the United States was 
named as new ambassador to Russia, Seoul’s foreign min-
istry said on Thursday.

Park Ro-byug, South Korea’s ambassador for nucle-
ar energy cooperation, was nominated as ambassador to 
Russia, according to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He is 
expected to officially take office later this month.

Park served as the country’s special representative 
for South Korea-US nuclear cooperation in the past four 
years.—Xinhua
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Claims Day NotiCe
MV jia shun shan VOY nO (001)
Consignees  of cargo carried on MV jia shun 

shan VOY nO (001) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 15.5.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of M.i.t.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

no claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: m/s CosCo shippiNg Co. ltD
Phone no: 2301186

Claims Day NotiCe
MV Munich trader VOY nO 

(rY-1505-11n)
Consignees  of cargo carried on MV MuniCh 

traDer VOY nO (rY-1505-11n) are hereby notified 
that the vessel will be arriving on 15.5.2015 and cargo 
will be discharged into the premises of a.i.P.t where it 
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

no claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: m/s traNsoffshore 
logistiCs pte ltD

Phone no: 2301185

Claims Day NotiCe
MV bc sanfranciscO VOY nO (005W)

Consignees  of cargo carried on MV bC 
sanfranCisCO VOY nO (005W) are hereby 
notified that the vessel will be arriving on 15.5.2015 
and cargo will be discharged into the premises of 
M.i.P where it will lie at the consignee’s risk and 
expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions 
of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

no claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: ooCl shippiNg liNes
Phone no: 2301185

Claims Day NotiCe
MV kOta restu VOY nO (rsu-447)

Consignees  of cargo carried on MV kOta 
restu VOY nO (rsu-447) are hereby notified that 
the vessel will be arriving on 15.5.2015 and cargo will 
be discharged into the premises of a.W.P.t where it 
will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

no claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: m/s aDvaNCe CoNtaiNer 
liNes

Phone no: 2301185

Weather 
repOrt

Advertise with us! please email 
wallace.tun@gmail.com

(+95) (01) 8604532
For inquries to place an 
advertisement in the GNLM, 

foreCast valiD 
uNtil eveNiNg of 
the 15th may, 2015: 
rain or thundershowers 
are likely to be widespread 
in taninthayi region, 
scattered in upper sagaing 
region, kachin, shan, 
Chin and Mon states and 
isolated in the remaining 
regions and states. De-
gree of certainty is (60%).
outlooK for 
suBseQueNt tWo 
Days:  Continuation of 
rain or thundershowers in 
the  southern Myanmar 
areas.

traDe marK CautioN

My Clients, soe electric & machinery Co., ltd., a 
company incorporated and existing under the laws of My-
anmar and having its registered address at no. 1, aung 
Chan thar housing estate east, east shwegondine road, 
bahan township, Yangon, Myanmar is the owner and 
sole proprietor of the following trademark, registered at 
the Yangon registrar of Deeds on the 10th: september 
2010 under registration no. 6835 of 2010:-

in respect of  transformers, and all varieties of electrical 
and electronic Products to be produced and distributed 
and sold in the republic of the union of Myanmar, and 
on all kinds of packing materials of the said products in 
various colours and sizes, and on advertisement station-
eries and bill boards. any unauthorised use, imitations, 
or infringements of the said trademark will be dealt with 
according to law.

u  Min sein, b. sc., r.a., C.P.a., r.L,
advocate of the supreme Court (1699)
#07 Pansodan Office Tower,
189-195 Pansodan street, Yangon
email:  michael.msein@gmail.com

tradeMark cautiOn
sathapana LiMited, a company organized and existing 
under the laws of The Republic of the Union of Myanmar and 
having its registered office at 97/B, Kaba Aye Pagoda Road, 
Bahan Township, Yangon, The Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
is the owner and proprietor of the following Trademarks:

   
 (reg. no. 4/4250/2015)                     (reg. no. 4/4251/2015)  
             (2.4.2015)           (2.4.2015)

(reg. no. 4/4252/2015)  (2.4.2015)
The trademarks described above will be used in respect of 
“Insurance; financial affairs; monetary affairs; real estate affairs” 
in class 36.
Fraudulent or unauthorised use or actual or colourable imitation 
of the Marks shall be dealt with according to law.

daw Yee Mon aung, H.G.P
For sathapana LiMited   C/o kelvin chia Yangon Ltd.,
Level 8A, Union Financial Centre (UFC), Corner of Mahabandoola 

Road & Thein Phyu Road, Botahtaung Township, Yangon,
the republic of the union of Myanmar.

Dated 15 May 2015                        yma@kcyangon.com

the repuBliC of the uNioN of myaNmar
miNistry of eNergy 

myaNma oil aND gas eNterprise 
( iNvitatioN for opeN teNDer ) 

 (8/2015) 
Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in united states  

Dollars / Myanmar kyat. 
sr.No tender No  Description  remark
(1) ifb-009(15- l 6) electrical spares for hDD rig (46) items us$
(2) ifb-010(15-16) spares for Cooper Well servicing unit 
  (11) items us$
(3) ifb-011(15-16)  spares for rig engine / rig Pump  us$
  ex hDD rig (16) items 
(4)  ifb-012(15-16)  Casing Lines (3) items  us$
(5)  ifb-013(15-16)  spares for national Drive Group  us$
  ex nat-55 Drilling rigs (3) items
(6) ifb-014(15-16)  spares for kenworth trucks (6) items  us$
(7)  DMP/L-004(15-16)  33 kV Current transformer for GCb     ks 
   (5) sets 

tender Closing Date & time - 9-6-2015, 16:30 hr 
Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 12th May, 2015 

at the finance Department, Myanma Oil and as enterprise, no(44) Complex, nay Pyi taw, My-
anmar. 

Myanma Oil and Gas enterprise 
Ph.+95 67-411097/411206 

New Delhi, 14 May — 
at least three persons were 
killed in an explosion at a 
cracker factory in the cen-
tral indian state of Madhya 
Pradesh late Wednesday 
night, a senior police offi-
cial said on thursday.

“the blast occurred at 
the cracker factory in the 
state’s balaghat district, 
triggering a massive fire 
in the area, in which some 

three killed in cracker factory 
explosion in central india

12 houses were gutted,” he 
said, on condition of ano-
nymity. While three facto-
ry employees were charred 
to death, some injured have 
been admitted to a local 
hospital, the official said.

a probe has been or-
dered into the incident, he 
added. fire often breaks out 
in cracker factories, mostly 
illegal, because of the poor 
safety standards.—Xinhua

First direct flight links Inner 
Mongolia, Japan

hohhot, 14 May — 
China’s spring airlines 
will launch the first direct 
flight between Hohhot, 
capital of north China’s in-
ner Mongolia autonomous 
region, and nagoya in ja-
pan, on 30 june.

the Airbus A320 air-
craft, which has 180 seats, 
will travel between hohhot 
and nagoya via north Chi-
na’s shijiazhuang City 

every tuesday, thursday, 
friday and sunday, of-
ficials with Hohhot Bai-
ta airport announced on 
thursday.

The outbound flight 
will depart from hohhot at 
8:25 pm and arrive in na-
goya at 1:45 am. the return 
flight will depart from Na-
goya at 1:50 pm and land in 
hohhot at 7:25 pm.

Xinhua
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(L-R) French Culture Minister Fleur Pellerin, cast members Sara Forestier, Rod 
Paradot, director Emmanuelle Bercot, cast members Catherine Deneuve and Benoit 
Magimel, politician Frederique Bredin, and Cannes Film festival president Pierre 
Lescure pose on the red carpet during the 68th Cannes Film Festival in Cannes, 

Southern France, on 13 May, 2015.—ReuteRs

French Deneuve film opens 
Cannes Festival

Cannes, (France), 
14 May — A raw tale of 
France’s juvenile justice 
system starring Catherine 
Deneuve kicked off the 68th 
Cannes International Film 
Festival on Wednesday.

Emmanuelle Bercot’s 
“La Tete Haute” (“Stand-
ing Tall”) was shown to a 
packed Theatre Lumiere 
after last year’s winner of 
the Best Actress prize at 

Cannes, Hollywood star 
Julianne Moore, declared 
the festival open.

Also on the red carpet 
were jury members Sienna 
Miller and Jake Gyllen-
haal, as well as “La Tete 
Haute” actors Deneuve, 
Benoit Magimel, Sara For-
estier and Rod Paradot.

This year’s festi-
val will pay tribute to the 
late Ingrid Bergman, who 

would have turned 100 this 
year, and the feature film 
jury is chaired by Amer-
ican writer-directors Joel 
and Ethan Coen.

Moore received her 
award, for her performance 
in “Maps to the Stars”, 
from French actor Lam-
bert Wilson, having been 
unable to attend the award 
ceremony last year.

Reuters

Singer Sarah Brightman calls off flight to space station

British singer Sarah 
Brightman

Mumford & Sons hold off Groban for Billboard 200 top spot

Mumford & Sons, (from L) Ben Lovett , Marcus Mumford, Winston Marshall and 
Ted Dwane perform on the Pyramid Stage at the Glastonbury music festival at 

Worthy Farm in Somerset on 30 June, 2013.—ReuteRs

Los angeLes, 14 
May — British folk band 
Mumford & Sons notched 
its second chart-topping 
album on the weekly US 
Billboard 200 album chart 
on Wednesday, keeping 
singer Josh Groban from 
the coveted top spot. 

“Wilder Mind,” the 
third studio album from 
the Grammy-winning 
quartet, sold 231,000 al-
bums, 78,000 songs and 
was streamed 15.4 million 
times, totalling 249,000 
units, according to figures 
from Nielsen SoundScan.

Groban held steady at 
No 2 this week as his latest 
album “Stages” sold anoth-
er 101,000 units. 

The 54th installment 
of the “Now Music” fran-
chise, featuring current 
hits by Taylor Swift and 
Maroon 5, debuted at No 3 
with 71,000 units. 

The Billboard 200 
chart tallies album sales, 
song sales (10 songs equal 
one album) and stream-
ing activity (1,500 streams 
equal one album).

Rapper Tech N9ne’s 
“Special Effects” entered 
the chart at No 4 this week, 
the only other new entry in 
the top ten of the Billboard 
200 chart. Last week’s 
chart-topper, Zac Brown 
Band’s “Jekyll + Hyde,” 
dropped to No 5 this week.

Reuters

Cape CanaveraL, 
(Fla), 14 May — British 
soprano Sarah Brightman 
called off plans for a flight 
to the International Space 
Station, citing family rea-
sons, the singer said in a 
statement on Wednesday.

Brightman began train-
ing in Russia’s Star City in 
January for a ride aboard a 
Russian Soyuz capsule and 
10-day stay on the station, 
a $100 billion (63.5 billion 
pounds) research laboratory 

that flies about 260 miles 
(418 km) above Earth.

The trip would have 
cost her about $52 million, 
said Space Adventures, the 
privately owned US travel 
agency that arranged the ex-
pedition.

“Ms Brightman said 
that for personal family 
reasons her intentions have 
had to change and she is 
postponing her cosmonaut 
training and flight plans at 
this time,” a statement on 

the singer’s Facebook page 
said.

Brightman was to be 
the eighth paying tourist to 
visit the station, a project of 
15 nations. One passenger, 
Microsoft Corp co-founder 
Charles Simonyi, has made 
the trip twice.

Japanese entrepreneur 
Satoshi Takamatsu had been 
training as Brightman’s 
backup and presumably is 
in position to take over her 
seat. Space Adventures did 

not immediately reply to a 
request for comment.

Brightman was prepar-
ing for a September flight. 
That launch was likely to 
be delayed following the 
announcement on Tuesday 
that Russia is postponing the 
next station crew’s launch 
two months until late July 
because of a Soyuz rocket 
accident investigation.

It was not known if 
Brightman’s decision to 
cancel her training and 

flight is related to the launch 
delay.—Reuters

Johnny Depp’s pet dogs face death threat 
for skipping Australian quarantine

Actor Johnny Depp poses during a photo session ahead 
of a news conference for his movie “Mortdecai’’ in 

Tokyo on 28 Jan, 2015. —ReuteRs

sydney, 14 May — 
Australia’s farm minister has 
given film star Johnny Depp 
two days to send his pet dogs 
home to the United States so 
they can go through quaran-
tine on their return, or face 
having them put down.

Depp, 51, is in Australia 
to film the fifth of his block-
buster Pirates movies, “Pi-
rates of the Caribbean: Dead 
Men Tell No Tales”.

Last month, he flew in 
his Yorkshire terriers, Pistol 
and Boo, on his private jet, 
without declaring them to 
customs.

Depp cannot sidestep 
Australia’s tough animal 
import laws just because he 
is one of the world’s most 
famous stars, Agriculture 
Minister Barnaby Joyce said 
on Thursday.  “Mr Depp has 
to either take his dogs back 
to California or we’re going 
to have to euthanise them,” 
Joyce told media.

“He’s now got about 
50 hours left to remove the 
dogs. He can put them on the 
same charter jet.”

It was not immediately 
clear where the dogs were.

Goverment officials 

went to Depp’s rented house 
on Wednesday following a 
tip-off after the dogs were 
seen on the way to a groom-
ing salon, Australian Broad-
casting Corp reported. 

The incident highlights 
tough biosecurity laws in 
Australia, which has had 
no reported cases of ca-
nine-borne disease rabies. 
But it may threaten the fu-
ture of a production worth 
$250 million.

The Walt Disney Com-
pany (Australia) Pty Ltd, the 
Australian arm of the com-
pany co-producing the mov-
ie with Jerry Bruckheimer 

Films, did not answer a tele-
phone call to seek comment.

Lynne Benzie, the pres-
ident of Village Roadshow 
Studios, where the movie is 
being filmed, did not imme-
diately respond to a request 
for comment.

Filming of the latest in-
stallment of the $3.7-billion 
(2 billion pound) box office 
franchise started in February 
but was interrupted a month 
later, when Depp flew back 
to the United States for 
treatment of a hand injury. 
He broke the animal import 
laws on his return, Joyce 
said.—Reuters

Selena Gomez to 
have cameo in 
Brad Pitt’s ‘The 

Big Short’?
Los angeLes, 14 May 

— Pop star Selena Gomez 
will reportedly make a guest 
appearance in “The Big 
Short”, which co-stars Brad 
Pitt, Christian Bale and Ryan 
Gosling.

The film, which is 
shooting in New Orleans, 
follows wealthy opportunists 
who profited off the Amer-
ican economic meltdown in 
the mid-2000s, reported En-
tertainment Weekly.

Gomez, 22, is apparent-
ly playing a Manhattan pro-
fessional. It appears she will 
appear in a cameo as her par-
ticipation in the shoot, which 
took place at Harrah’s Ca-
sino in the French Quarter, 
was for only a day. In 2013, 
the singer-actress admitted 
to Ellen DeGeneres that she 
was starstruck when she first 
met Brad Pitt after he came 
to meet her after a concert.

“The Big Short”, a dra-
matic departure for director 
Adam McKay, also stars 
Marisa Tomei, Steve Carell 
and Scarlet Johansson. Ac-
cording to a source, Jay Z 
and Beyonce are also sched-
uled to film cameos later this 
week.—PTI
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Defence best form of attack for Sevilla at Fiorentina

Sevilla’s players celebrate after winning the match 
against Fiorentina during their Europa League semi-
final, first leg soccer match at Ramon Sanchez Pizjuan 

stadium in Seville on 7 May, 2015. —ReuteRs

Florence, (Italy), 14, 
May — The best way for 
holders Sevilla to defend 
their 3-0 lead in Thursday’s 
Europa	League	 semi-final,	
second leg at Fiorentina 
is to go on the attack, full 
back Jorge Andujar said on 
Wednesday.

Sevilla thumped the 
Italian side at the Sanchez 
Pizjuan last week and are on 
the brink of a second con-
secutive appearance in the 
final	of	Europe’s	second-tier	
club competition and within 
touching distance of a record 
fourth triumph.

“The attitude will be 
the same as you have seen 
throughout the season,” 
Andujar, who is known as 
‘Coke’, told a news confer-
ence previewing the clash 
at the Stadio Comunale Ar-
temio Franchi in the Tuscan 

believe in a comeback but 
that’s why we are here.

“We have to work to 
try to win because we don’t 
know how to play any other 
way.” Fiorentina must pull 
off a feat that has only been 
achieved once before if they 
are to make the showpiece in 
the Polish capital Warsaw on 
27 May. 

Sevilla’s La Liga rivals 
Valencia hammered FC 
Basel 5-0 after extra time 
in the second leg of their 
quarter-final	 last	 season	 to	
become the only team to 
overturn	a	3-0	first-leg	defi-
cit in a UEFA Cup/Europa 
League knockout tie.

If Sevilla clinch the tro-
phy, they would win a record 
fourth title, eclipsing Inter 
Milan, Juventus and Liver-
pool, who all have three.

Reuters

capital Florence. “We know 
we face a very tough match 
despite our goal advantage 
and the best way to protect 
it is to go for victory and do 
things the way we know,” 

he added. “We know that 
Fiorentina are a great club, 
with a lot of people behind 
them and a great history.

“Considering who they 
are it’s normal that they 

london, 14 May — 
Manchester United’s “one-
year experiment” without 
Champions League football 
has not seriously harmed 
profitability	although	it	was	
painful, the club’s group 
managing director Richard 
Arnold said on Wednesday.

United’s worst Premier 
League finish in 2013-14 
meant they were absent 
from Europe’s blue-riband 
club competition this year, 
giving further ammunition 
to critics of the Glazer fam-
ily who bought the club 10 
years ago.

Marking the anniversa-
ry of the Glazers’ takeover 
of England’s biggest club, 
the Independent Manches-
ter United Supporters Trust 
(MUST) this week issued 
a statement accusing the 
Americans of “ownership 
crime” saying they had sad-

Participants look at a screen showing a picture of local female students seeing off a 
kamikaze suicide pilot on 12 April in 1945, during a news conference at the Foreign 

Correspondents’ Club of Japan in Tokyo on 13 May, 2015. —ReuteRs

Japan city renews efforts for UN listing of kamikaze pilot letters
Tokyo, 14  May —  

A Japanese city will press 
ahead to get the UN World 
Heritage to register letters 
by World War Two kami-

kaze suicide pilots alongside 
documents including the 
diaries of Anne Frank and 
the Magna Carta.

The Wednesday an-

nouncement by Kampei 
Shimoide, mayor of the 
southern Japanese city of 
Minamikyushu, comes after 
South Korean outrage at 

Japan’s proposed UNESCO 
World Heritage listing of 
early industrial sites, some 
of which used forced labour 
during World War Two.

An unsuccessful bid 
last year by the city, which 
hosted	an	airfield	from	which	
hundreds of pilots launched 
suicide missions 70 years 
ago, was condemned by 
China, where memories of 
Japan’s occupation run deep.

Both China and Korea 
suffered under Japanese rule, 
with parts of China occupied 
in the 1930s and Korea col-
onized from 1910 to 1945.

“Our project is in no 
way whatsoever being 
undertaken in an attempt 
to glorify, romanticize or 
otherwise rationalize the 
historical legacy of (the pi-
lots),” Shimoide told a news 
conference, referring to the 
letters and wills from the 
pilots preserved at the Chiran 
Peace Museum.—Reuters

Emotional Anfield gathers for Gerrard’s last home game

Liverpool’s Steven 
Gerrard during their 

Barclays Premier League 
at  Stamford Bridge 
 on 10 May, 2015.

 ReuteRs 

london, 14 May — An 
emotional	Anfield	will	wit-
ness the end of an era on Sat-
urday when Liverpool cap-
tain Steven Gerrard makes 
his	 final	 home	 appearance	
after more than 700 games 
and 17 years playing for his 
boyhood club.

Tickets that normally 
cost 47 pounds ($73.52) 
are on sale on the internet 
for more than 1,300 pounds 
such is the demand to see 
the Gerrard’s last match on 
home soil against Crystal 
Palace after his exceptional, 
glittering, one-club career.

Last week the former 
England skipper was part of 
a guard of honour saluting 
champions Chelsea at Stam-
ford Bridge and this week 

Palace’s players are expect-
ed to line up and applaud 
him as he leads the team out 
of	the	Anfield	tunnel	for	the	
last time.

After Saturday’s match, 
Liverpool have one game 
left	at	Stoke	City	on	the	final	
day of the Premier League 
season on 24 May when 
Gerrard, who turns 35 at the 
end of the month, will bid 
farewell to his adoring fans 
before joining LA Galaxy.

With Chelsea having 
won the title and Burnley 
and Queens Park Rangers 
already relegated, the only 
issues still be decided are 
who	fills	the	third	relegation	
spot and the destination of 
the three Europa League 
places. 

chasing	 their	highest	finish	
in the Premier League era.

Liverpool still have a 
remote mathematical chance 
of making the top four but, 
wherever	 they	finish,	Ger-
rard will no doubt relish his 
last home appearances in a 
red shirt.

He said earlier this 
week, the spark went out 
of his game when manager 
Brendan Rodgers told the 
midfielder	earlier	this	season	
that he would have a restrict-
ed role in the side.

“When a manager gets 
you	into	the	office	and	says	
your role is going to change 
and it’s going to become 
more limited — that’s when 
you make your decision. 

Reuters

Liverpool will clinch 
one of them with a win over 
12th placed Palace who are 

United director hits back at 
fans’ criticism of Glazers

dled the club with debt.
However, Arnold said 

the owners’ “long-term 
vision” meant the three-
times European champions 
remained strong, on and 
off the pitch, and were still 
competing for the world’s 
top players.

“Yesterday was the 
10-year anniversary of the 
our current owners and that 
long-term approach they’ve 
taken, the vision they’ve 
shown and the decisions 
they’ve made have borne 
out on and off the pitch and 
they’ve been strong,” Arnold 
said at the Daily Telegraph 
Business of Sport forum in 
London.“(MUST) would 
have their view. I wouldn’t 
agree with it. “It’s a unique 
position to be in, the way that 
fans feel about a club and that 
is at the heart of everything 
we do. —Reuters
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Madrid, 14 May — 
Juventus shattered Real 
Madrid’s dream of a re-
cord-extending 11th Euro-
pean crown when Alvaro 
Morata scored against his 
former club to secure a 
1-1 Champions League 
draw with the holders 
on Wednesday and send 
Juve into the final 3-2 on 
aggregate.

Cristiano Ronal-
do netted a 23rd-minute 
penalty to give Real the 
upper hand before Mor-
ata stunned the Bernabeu 
when he rifled a shot into 
the roof of the net off 
goalkeeper Iker Casillas 
12 minutes into the sec-
ond half.

Spain forward Mora-
ta, a Real academy gradu-
ate considered surplus to 
requirements, also scored 
in the Italian champions’ 
2-1 win in the first leg in 
Turin and Juve will bid 
for their third triumph in 
Europe’s elite club com-
petition when they face 
Barcelona in Berlin on 6 
June.

Real pushed des-
perately for the goal 
that would have taken 
the game to extra time 
but squandered a host 
of chances and Juve re-
mained on course for a 
treble of European and 
domestic league and Cup 
titles.

Real reject Morata fires Juve into final

Juventus’ Alvaro Morata scores their first goal during UEFA Champions League Semi Final Second Leg at 
Estadio Santiago Bernabeu, Madrid, Spain on 13 May 2015. —ReuteRs

“Many people said 
Juve was not a team that 
deserved to be here and we 
have proved them wrong 
game after game,” Juve 
midfielder Arturo Vidal 
told reporters.

“They (Real) have 
some spectacular players 
but we are a very united 
team,” added the Chile in-
ternational.

“We all know what 
Barcelona are, they have 
an incredible side, but we 
will see who is the best and 
we will put our lives on the 
line.”

After Ronaldo’s pen-
alty following a clumsy 
Giorgio Chiellini foul on 
James Rodriguez, Real 
could have been further 
ahead at the break.

Ronaldo, Gareth Bale 
and Karim Benzema all 
wasted chances on a warm 
night in the Spanish capital 
with Real dominating as 
expected.

The match opened up 
in the second half and Juve 
were rewarded when for-
ward Morata found space 
in the area after a clever 
layoff from Paul Pogba.

Chances came thick 
and fast at both ends and 
Rodriguez powered a shot 
narrowly over the crossbar, 
Real keeper Iker Casil-
las saved brilliantly from 
Claudio Marchisio and 
Bale nodded over when 
well placed.

“Juventus deserve to 
be in the final while we 
missed our chance,” Real 
defender Sergio Ramos 
told Spanish television.

“After the first goal it 
seemed like the tie was won 
but that wasn’t the case at 
all,” added the Spain in-

ternational, whose side 
now face the prospect of 
ending the season with-
out winning any of the 
Champions League or 
Spanish league and Cup.

Ronaldo, level with 
Barca forward Lionel 
Messi at the top of the 
2014-15 scoring charts, 
became the first player 
to score at least 10 goals 
in four different Champi-
ons League campaigns.

He jointly holds the 
all-time goals record for 
the competition of 77 
with Messi.—Reuters

Nishikori 
picks up 30th 
win of season 
in Rome

roMe, 14 May — Kei 
Nishikori won his 30th 
match of the season by ad-
vancing to the third round 
of the Internazionali BNL 
d’Italia on Wednesday.

Facing up-and-com-
ing Jiri Vesely for the first 
time, Nishikori was made 
to work for a 7-6 (3), 7-5 
victory that lasted more 
than 2 hours, 10 minutes.

Nishikori was on the 
brink of losing the first set, 
down 5-4 before saving 
three set points to win in a 
tiebreak.

Fifth seed Nishiko-
ri managed to hold serve 
throughout the second set, 
breaking his Czech oppo-
nent for the third time at 
5-5 and going on to book 
a spot in the next round 
against Viktor Troicki on 
Thursday.

“He played better 
than I expected which 
was why the match was 
so close,” Nishikori said 
of the 21-year-old Vesely. 
“I managed to win a tough 
match and that gives me 
confidence. I’ll be more 
aggressive next time.”

Nishikori withdrew 
from the tournament with 
an injury last year and then 
fell at the first hurdle in the 
French Open.

Kyodo News

Murray runs rings around Chardy to advance in Rome

Andy Murray of Britain returns to Jeremy Chardy of 
France during their second round match at the Rome 

Open tennis tournament in Rome, Italy 
on 13 May, 2015.—ReuteRs

roMe, 14 May — 
Andy Murray is more 
afraid of losing his wed-
ding ring than a tennis 
match these days but that 
did not stop him from 

storming to a 10th succes-
sive win on clay at the 
Rome Masters on Wednes-
day.

Fresh from winning 
back-to-back titles in Mu-

nich and Madrid, Murray 
was once seen sporting his 
wedding ring tied around 
his shoelaces as he beat 
France’s Jeremy Chardy 
6-4, 6-3.

“I won’t lose it if it’s 
tied to my shoelace,” Mur-
ray told Sky Sport Italia. 
“As soon as the match is 
over I put it back on.

“If I’d keep it in my 
bag I’d have lost it already.

Murray, who married 
Kim Sears last month, 
faced two break points in 
the sixth game of the open-
ing set as Chardy tried to 
create another early upset 
after knocking out Roger 
Federer in the same round 
here 12 months ago.

But Murray held on 
to breeze through the rest 
of the match by outfoxing 
Chardy with his touch, 
powerful serve and back-
hand dropshots.

“I felt a little tired at 
the start but my condition 
got better as the match 
went on,” added Murray, 
who had never won a clay 

court title until his recent 
golden run.

“I’m a little surprised 
with my clay results. I hope 
to keep it up (my form) un-
til Roland Garros.”

Murray will play Bel-
gian David Goffin in the 
next round, after he saved 
three match points against 
Frenchman Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga before coming 
through 6-2, 4-6, 7-5. 

Second seed Federer 
did not face a single break 
point in a comfortable 
7-6(3), 6-4 victory over 
Uruguay’s Pablo Cuevas 
and will now play giant 
South African Kevin An-
derson in the third round.

Seven-time Rome 
champion Rafa Nadal, 
who is still searching for 
his best form this season, 
swatted aside Turkish 
qualifier Marsel Ilhan 6-2, 
6-0.

That set up a third-
round clash against 
big-serving American John 
Isner, who progressed fol-
lowing a 7-6(6), 6-4 win 

against Argentina’s Leon-
ardo Mayer.

“It’s going to be very 
difficult,” Nadal said. “I 
hope to continue progress-
ing.”

In the women’s event, 
former world number one 
Victoria Azarenka had 
trouble closing out the 
match against fifth seed 
Caroline Wozniacki and 
needed five match points 
before edging past the 

Dane for the third time this 
year 6-2, 7-6(2).

Second seed Simona 
Halep crushed American 
Alison Riske 6-3, 6-0, 
while seventh seed Ana 
Ivanovic fell to Russia’s 
Daria Gavrilova after a 
three-hour battle.

The former French 
Open champion saved 
seven match points but 
eventually fell 5-7, 7-6(2), 
7-6(7).—Reuters

Roger Federer of Switzerland returns the ball to Pablo 
Cuevas of Uruguay during their tennis match at the 

Rome Open tennis tournament in Rome, Italy, 
on 13 May, 2015.—ReuteRs


