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Yangon, 13 May—
Plans are under way for 
a community healthcare 
programme targeting auto-
immune diseases in Kayah 
State or Kawthaung in 
Taninthayi Region next 
year, one of the doctors be-
hind the programme said 
Wednesday at a World Lu-
pus Day event in Yangon.

The annual programme 
is aimed at reducing the 
treatment gaps among peo-
ple with autoimmune dis-
eases, especially systemic 
lupus erthematosus, said 
Prof Chit Soe, consultant 
physician and rheumatol-
ogist at Yangon’s 500-bed 
Specialty Hospital.

“SLE is a chronic in-
flammatory disease that 
can damage any part of the 
body, and it is more com-
mon in women than men,” 
the professor said.

A mobile medical 

Community healthcare 
programme targets 

autoimmune diseases
By Khaing Thanda Lwin

team from the hospital has 
carried out the programme 
since 2004 around the 
country, particularly in far-
flung areas where the team 
has found roughly 20 peo-
ple with SLE.

It also offered free 
medical checkups to about 
400 people in Letpadan 
Township in Bago Region 
this year, but no cases of 
SLE were reported at there, 
Prof Chit Soe said.

According to the hos-
pital data, SLE was the 
eighth-most common rea-
son for hospitalization at 
Yangon General Hospital 
in 2012. About 57 percent 
of patients at the Rheuma-
tology Department at the 
specialty hospital receive 
treatment for SLE.

Currently about 250 
patients are being treated 
at the hospital, half of them 
            (See page 2)

Nay Pyi Taw, 13 
May— President U Thein 
Sein met a Japanese dele-
gation led by Hiroto Izumi, 
Special Adviser to the 

President receives Japanese PM’s special adviser

Prime Minister of Japan at 
his palace here on Wednes-
day.

They discussed devel-
opment of human resourc-

es, finance, communication, 
industry, electricity, coop-
eration in infrastructural 
development and the es-
tablishment of Thilawa and 

Dawei special economic 
zones.

The president was ac-
companied by Union Min-
isters U Soe Thane, Dr Kan 

Zaw, U Kyaw Lwin and U 
Than Htay, and the Japanese 
special adviser by Japanese 
ambassador to Myanmar 
Tateshi Higuchi.—MNA

President U Thein Sein poses for documentary photo with Hiroto Izumi, Special Adviser to the Prime Minister of Japan.—mna

Yangon, 13 May — 
The Yangon City Devel-
opment Committee is plan-
ning to outsource waste 
management for the city’s 
33 townships, with two pri-
vate companies lined up to 
take over garbage collection 
for over 700,000 house-
holds, the YCDC revealed 

Yangon to privatize garbage collection by Sept, 
pending public approval

By Ye Myint

A sweeper cleans 
Bogyoke Road in 

downtown Yangon, 
where waste 

management services 
are targeted for 

privatization from 
September. 

 Photo: Ye Myint

Wednesday. 
The information was 

released by the Commit-
tee’s pollution control and 
cleansing department in a 
meeting with private com-
panies and media in Yan-
gon.

The department plans 
to conduct waste collection 
through a public-private 
partnership that will utilise 

the latest collection technol-
ogy to create a cleaner and 
healthier environment for 
Yangonites, officials said.  

According to the de-
partment, the city is losing 
K13.3 million a day on gar-
bage collection under cur-
rent arrangements. The cost 
of garbage pickups from 
streets to final disposal sites 
is K 15,198 per ton of trash, 

while the city receives K6, 
736 per ton from residents 
via the waste collection 
charge, with some 1,600 
tons collected each day. 

While outlining the 
city’s plan to outsource 
waste management to pri-
vate entities, the department 
insisted that public consul-
tation will be sought on a 
proposed increase in waste 
collection charges. 

“Privatized garbage 
pickup in Yangon will be 
given the go-ahead by the 
region government only 
when the majority of Yan-
gon residents show support 
            (See page 2)
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Pyithu Hluttaw

Amyotha Hluttaw Chin MP calls for state-run technical high school in Matupi
Nay Pyi Taw, 13 May 

— Union Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Dr Ko 
Ko Oo and Deputy Minister 
for Education U Thant Shin 
fielded questions from par-
liamentarians about school 
facilities Wednesday as the 
Amyotha Hluttaw contin-
ued its 12th session.

U Paw Lyan Lwin, 
MP of Matupi Township 
constituency, called for the 

establishment of a state-run 
technical high school in 
Matupi Township.

Dr Ko Ko Oo said his 
ministry is not ready to open 
a government technical high 
school in Matupi Township 
during fiscal 2015-2016, as 
it is establishing schools in 
states and regions under hu-
man resource development 
and economic projects. 

U Phone Myint Aung, 

MP of Yangon region con-
stituency 3, asked for stu-
dents to be allowed to enter 
school compounds hours 
before exams. 

Deputy Minister U 
Thant Shin said for the sake 
of security, as well as to 
ensure the secrecy of exam 
papers, students must only 
be allowed to enter school 
compounds once teachers 
have prepared exam rooms. 

 Defence Services Per-
sonnel representative Major 
Myo Tun Aung asked what 
plans, if any, the education 
ministry has for renovation 
of old and fragile school 
buildings in fiscal 2015-
2016. 

U Thant Shin said 
school buildings still requir-
ing repairs will be fixed by 
the ministry in fiscal 2016-
2017.—MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 13 May 
— The parliament has 
found 66 laws to be amend-
ed and 33 repealed and re-
placed since its inception 
in March 2011, said U Tun 
Tun Oo, Deputy Attor-
ney-General, at the Pyithu 
Hluttaw here on Wednes-
day.

Deputy Minister for 

Home Affairs Brig-Gen 
Kyaw Zan Myint, respond-
ing to complaints about 
land grabs, said the Central 
Committee for Land Man-
agement is dealing with 
cases and will submit a pro-
gress report to parliament 
on individual complaints 
left to be scrutinized.

In connection with 

the replacement of age-old 
watercraft used in Rakhine 
State, Deputy Minister for 
Transport U Han Sein ex-
plained measures for strict 
supervision over vessel 
conditions, life-saving ma-
terials, seating capacity and 
cargo loading.

He added assistance 
has been sought from Ja-

pan for vessels in need of 
replacement.

Brig-Gen Htay Naing, 
who is a Defence Servic-

es personnel representa-
tive, submitted a report on 
health care for villagers 
of Kyaukkyi Township in 

Bago Region who have 
suffered various physical 
impairments.

MNA

Deputy Attorney-General says 66 
laws need amending, 33 repealing and 

replacing: Pyithu Hluttaw

(from page 1)
from Yangon, with the ex-
perts estimating the num-
bers may increase to 1,000 
by the end of this year. On 
average, about 80 to 100 
people are expected to be 
added to the list of new pa-
tients each year.

The country has only 
one Rheumatology Depart-
ment and five professors 
in the Rheumatology field, 
but the Ministry of Health 

(from page 1)
for increased trash collection 
fees,” an official said. 

If a majority of residents 
give the green light to new 
charges for garbage pickup, 
residents in satellite towns 
will pay K1,200 instead of 
the existing charge of K300 
per month, those in subur-
ban areas will pay K1,400 
instead of K450, and those 
in downtown areas would 
pay K1,600 instead of K600. 

An information cam-
paign and ballot on the pri-
vatization plan will be con-
ducted soon, with residents 
required to indicate whether 
or not they support the new 
system and charges. The 
handover of the city’s waste 

Yangon to privatize .  .  .  .
management is expected to 
occur this September if the 
regional authorities give ap-
proval, provided they have 
support from a majority of 
Yangonites, the official said.   

In their presentations on 
the waste collection system 
for Yangon, representatives 
of the two companies select-
ed under a 10-year contract 
outlined their plans to use a 
modernized waste collection 
fleet, adding that it is impos-
sible to obtain a profit in the 
short term.  

The two companies 
chosen are Zeya & Asso-
ciates Co Ltd and TYTC 
Services Co., Ltd. They will 
each carry out waste man-
agement in two of Yangon’s 

four districts.
Zeya & Associates won 

a tender to generate electrici-
ty from landfill waste in Yan-
gon’s East and South district 
while a Korean company 
will take care of the process 
in Yangon’s West and North 
district. There are two main 
landfills in Yangon.  

If collection is con-
tracted out, 3,847 daily-paid 
collectors of the department 
will be allowed to move to 
the private companies if they 
meet requirements, both 
sides said.    During the press 
conference, the department 
said the companies will em-
ploy its staff in accord with 
conditions negotiated under 
their current contracts. 

According to the depart-
ment, its employees are paid 

K3000 a day plus accommo-
dation and health benefits. 
The companies will offer a 
basic pay of K120,000 per 
month plus a lump sum of 
K30,000, as well as housing 
for those who will be em-
ployed.     

“K120,000 plus 
K30,000 would be favoura-
ble to me if I was provided 
a place to live,” a cleaner 
assigned to sweep Bogyoke 
Street in downtown Yangon 
told The Global New Light 
of Myanmar.—GNLM 

Community healthcare .  .  .
plans to open such a de-
partment in Mandalay, the 
second-largest city of My-
anmar, in the coming one 
or two years, said Prof Chit 
Soe.

According to an in-
ternational survey, an es-
timated 5 million people 
worldwide have some 
forms of lupus and 70% of 
lupus cases diagnosed are 
systemic lupus erythemato-
sus.—GNLM

Models vie for media’s choice section 
of beauty pageant

Yangon, 13 May— 
Thirty-one hopefuls took 
to the catwalk Wednesday 
for the media’s choice sec-
tion of the Miss Golden 
Land Myanmar national 
beauty pageant at the Sule 
Shangri-La Hotel.

The contestants were 
selected and trained by the 
Miss Golden Land Myan-
mar Organization with an 

eye to entering one of five 
international beauty con-
tests. First prize was won 
by L Bauk Nu, second by 
W. May Shinn Sein and 
third by Khin Injin Kyaw. 

“The selected models 
were closely trained by ex-
perts for beauty, personal 
qualities and skills,” said 
CEO Ko Wai Yan Aung of 
the Miss Golden Land My-
anmar Organization. The 
31 models will take part in 
a grand novitiate ceremony 
which will be organized by 
the chairman of Yangon 
region Sangha committee 
at Bukine Model Village 
in central Sagaing Region, 
before participating in en-
vironmental conservation 
activities and tourism pro-

motion campaigns together 
with more than 20,000 lo-
cals for seven days. 

Ko Wai Yan Aung also 
said his organization will 
hold the further sections of 
the pageant including Miss 
Talent in Mandalay on May 
25, the swimsuit section in 
PyinOoLwin on May 27 
and the sport competition 
in Bagan on May 31. 

Five models will be 
selected overall and will 
contest the five internation-
al beauty pageants of Miss 
Earth, Miss Supranational, 
Miss Intercontinental, Miss 
Tourism and Miss Face of 
Beauty which will be cele-
brated in five foreign coun-
tries, the organizer said.

Khin Yadana

Miss Golden Land 

Myanmar L Bauk Nu 

seen with runners-up 

W. May Shinn Sein and 

Khin Injin Kyaw.

Photo: Min Thit  

(Myanma Alinn)

Deputy Minister for 
Education  

U Thant Shin.—mna

Union Minister 
for Science and 

Technology Dr Ko Ko 
Oo.—mna

Deputy Minister for 
Transport U Han 

Sein.—mna

Deputy Minister for 
Home Affairs Brig-Gen 
Kyaw Zan Myint.—mna

Deputy Attorney-
General U Tun Tun 

Oo.—mna
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Nay Pyi Taw, 13 
May— The 21st Myanmar 
Traditional Performing 
Arts Competition conclud-
ed Wednesday with the 
presentation of medals and 
awards at a prize-giving 
ceremony.

The ceremony was 
held at the Myanmar Inter-
national Convention Cen-
tre (2) and attended by Vice 
President U Nyan Tun, the 
patron of the contest or-
ganizing committee, union 
ministers, deputy ministers 
and the panel of judges. 

At the ceremony, U 
Nyan Tun said cultural 
exchange has taken a sig-
nificant role in diplomatic 
relations in the world, urg-

Myanmar concludes 21st Traditional Performing Arts Competition
ing Myanmar’s new gener-
ations to promote tradition-
al arts through the use of 
modern technologies.

Vice President U Nyan 
Tun and chairman of the 
organizing committee, Un-
ion Minister U Aye My-
int Kyu, awarded prizes 
to winners of the classical 
song competition.

Union ministers, sen-
ior military officials and the 
chairman of the Anti-Cor-
ruption Commission gave 
prizes to other contestants 
in singing, dancing, song 
composition and traditional 
instrument categories. 

Contestants from Yan-
gon region received the 
highest number of prizes 

and the championship tro-
phy. 

Three medals went 
to Kachin State, six to 
Kayah State, 10 to Kayin 
State, two to Chin State, 
nine to Mon State, nine to 
Rakhine State, 20 to Shan 
State, 23 to Sagaing Re-
gion, six to Taninthayi Re-
gion, 33 to Bago Region, 
15 to Magway Region, 42 
to Mandalay Region, 113 
to Yangon Region and 40 
to Ayeyawady Region, re-
spectively.

In the evening the din-
ner was hosted at the same 
venue for judge panels and 
all the participants in the 
contests.

MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 13 
May—Speaker of Pyithu 
Hluttaw Thura U Shwe 
Mann received Indian Am-
bassador Mr. Gautam Muk-
hopadnaya at the hall of 
Pyithu Hluttaw in Hluttaw 
Complex, here, on Wednes-
day morning.

Pyithu Hluttaw speaker receives 
Indian Ambassador, special adviser 

to the Japanese PM

The speaker also held 
talks with Mr. Hiroto Izumi, 
special adviser to the Jap-
anese Prime Minister at 
Zabuthiri Hall of Hluttaw 
Complex in the afternoon 
to discuss further cement-
ing bilateral ties and co-
operation between the two  

countries.
Also present at the calls 

were Chairman of Pyithu 
Hluttaw International Rela-
tions Committee U Hla My-
int Oo, Japanese Ambas-
sador Mr. Tateshi Higuchi 
and officials of the Pyithu 
Hluttaw Office.—MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 13  
May — Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices Senior General Min 
Aung Hlaing on Tuesday 
visited the Belgrade For-
tress located on the conflu-
ence of the River Sava and 

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing 
visits Belgrade Fortress

Danube, in the urban area 
of modern Belgrade, the 
capital of Serbia.

The visiting Myan-
mar military delegation 
observed the documents 
about Serbia military there.

Senior General Min 

Aung Hlaing and party en-
joyed the dinner hosted by 
Myanmar ambassador to 
Serbia in the evening.

The senior general and 
party proceeded to Abu 
Dhabi of UAE in the after-
noon.—Myawady

Vice President U Nyan Tun presents championship trophy to Yangon 
Region team in 21st Performing Arts Competition.—mnaSpeaker 

Thura 

U Shwe 

Mann 

shakes 

hands with 

Indian 

Ambassa-

dor Mr. 

Gautam 

Muk-

hopad-

naya.

mna

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing and party visit Belgrade 
Fortress in capital of Serbia.—Myawady

Nay Pyi Taw, 13 
May— Government troops 
engaged in fighting with 
some members of Kachin 
Independence Army (KIA) 
near Nantlinpa village in 
Kachin State on 11 May 
while combing the area for 

Yangon, 13 May— 
State Councillor and 
Secretary General of the 
China’s State Council Mr 
Yang Jing and party called 
on Chief Minister of Yan-
gon Region U Myint Swe 
at Sedona Hotel, here, on 

Ygn Region Chief Minister receives State 
Councillor and Secretary General of China’s 

State Council
Wednesday.

They discussed devel-
opment of Yangon Region 
and business and invest-
ment opportunities.

Also present at the call 
were Speaker of Yangon 
Region Hluttaw U Sein Tin 

Win, ministers and Chinese 
Ambassador to Myanmar 
Mr. Yang Houlan.

The Chinese State 
Councillor and party vis-
ited Kandawgyi Karaweik 
Garden in a motorcade.

MNA

Two foreigners caught as army uncovers 
plot of timber smuggling

security reason after a tip-
off about the illegal smug-
gling of timber.

The army arrested two 
foreigners while securing 
the area.

On 5 and 7 May, the 
army engaged in fighting 

with KIA near the same 
village, seizing timber 
logs, trucks and foreign-
ers.

Action will be taken 
against the two foreigners 
according to the law.

Myawady



Thursday, 14 May, 20154
l o c a l  n e w s

Nay Pyi Taw

Mandalay

Yangon

Today’s 
Myanmar 
News sites

Dawei, 13 May—A 
census talk covering the 
collation and usage of pop-
ulation data was held at the 
city hall in Dawei in Tanin-
thayi Region on 12 May, 
with the aim of increasing 
knowledge about the cen-
sus among people from a 
variety of fields.

Admin Officer U Myat 
Min Oo of Dana Hsayh-
saung Myanmar Group 
spoke about the census 
conducted in 2014, as well 
as the compilation of cen-
sus data and its usage.

Nay Pyi Taw, 13 May—An asphalt 
road to Nyaungbingyisu village was in-
augurated in Pobbathiri Township on 
Tuesday, with Nay Pyi Taw Council 
member U Than Htay in attendance.

The council member explained 
tasks of the council for development of 
Pobbathiri Township.

Director (Engineer) of Nay Pyi 
Taw Development Committee U Win 
Htay reported on construction of the 
7,300-foot-long and 12-foot-wide as-
phalt road.

The council member, Nay Pyi Taw 
Development Committee member U 
Kyaw Myint and township administra-
tor U Htet Aung Phyo formally opened 
the road. The newly-opened road will 
contribute to smooth transport for local 
people.—Shwe Kokko

cal Chief Engineer U Kyaw 
Nyein gave a rundown on 
the process through which 
electricity is being supplied 
to the villages.

Township Adminis-
trator U Myat Soe hand-
ed over solar panels and 
equipment to the admin-
istrator of Mingon vil-
lage-tract after speaking 
about development of the 
villages.

The council member, 
the chief engineer and the 
township administrator 
launched supply of elec-
tricity to the villages.

Innovative Consulting 
& Technological Service 
(ICTS) Company installed 
solar panels and equip-
ment at 247 houses in two  
villages.—Shwe Ye Yint

Nay Pyi Taw, 13 May 
— The Myanmar National 
Human Rights Commission 
and Sweden-based Raoul 
Wellenberg Institute of Hu-
man Rights and Humanitar-
ian Law (RWI) jointly held 
a workshop Wednesday to 
raise awareness of human 
rights at Kandaw Hall in 
Pyinmana.

Nay Pyi Taw Coun-
cil member U Than Htay 
spoke on the occasion while 
Vice Chairman of the com-
mission U Sit Myaing ex-
plained the purpose of the 
workshop.

Vice Chairman U Sit 
Myaing and member U Yu 
Lwin Aung and U Khin 
Maung Lay gave lectures 
on human rights.

Two villages in Ottarathiri Tsp receive 
supply of electricity

Nay Pyi Taw, 13 May 
— A ceremony to mark 
whole-village electrifica-
tion through solar panels 

was held in Hsekan and 
Phaunglaung villages in 
Ottarathiri Township on 11 
May.

After a speech of Nay 
Pyi Taw Council member 
U Phone Zaw Han, Nay Pyi 
Taw Council Area Electri-

Workshop raises human rights awareness

It was attended by 
members of social organi-
zations, NGO and INGO, 

and members of village and 
ward development support-
ing committees. A similar 

workshop will be held in 
Lewe on 14 May.

Tun Tun Win (Pyinmana)

New asphalt road commissioned into service 
in Pobbathiri Tsp

Talk aims to increase 
knowledge of census data 

collection, usage
U San Win Aung and 

Daw Yu Yu San of the 
group replied to queries 
raised by attendees. The 
group hosted a lunch to at-
tendees.

It was also attended 
by Deputy Director U Yin 
Htwe of District Immigra-
tion and National Registra-
tion Department, depart-
mental officials, members 
of social organizations and 
political parties, and local 
residents.

Po Shwe Thun  
(Dawei)

Dawei
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Indonesian court expects verdict on French death row convict in two weeks
Jakarta, 13 May — 

An Indonesian judge said on 
Wednesday a court will de-
cide in two weeks whether 
to proceed with a last-ditch 
appeal by a French death 
row inmate who is challeng-
ing the president’s refusal to 
grant him clemency.

Convicted drug traf-
ficker Serge Atlaoui was 
due to face the firing squad 
with other convicts last 
month but was granted a 
last-minute reprieve to al-
low for the completion of 

Death row inmate 
Serge Atlaoui of 

France arrives for 
signing documents for 
his judicial review at 
Tangerang District 

Court in Tangerang, 
Banten Province on 1 
April, 2015.—Reuters

Shanghai, Singapore ink four 
agreements in services sector

Singapore, 13 May— 
China’s Shanghai and 
Singapore on Wednesday 
inked four agreements in 
services sector to foster eco-
nomic relations between the 
two sides during Shanghai 
Mayor Yang Xiong’s first 
visit to the city state.

Yang Xiong, who is 
on a visit from Tuesday to 
Thursday, and Singapore’s 
Minister for Trade and In-
dustry Lim Hng Kiang wit-
nessed the signing process.

Teo Eng Cheong, CEO 
of International Enterprise 
Singapore (IE Singapore), 
said Singapore companies 
can participate in Shang-
hai’s growth, especially in 
the services sector.

IE Singapore, the city 
state’s government agency 
driving its external econ-
omy, and the Shanghai 
Municipal Commission of 

Commerce inked an agree-
ment that signals closer ties 
between both governments. 
It includes promoting trade 
in services as well as explor-
ing collaboration in trade, fi-
nance, insurance, education, 
environmental services and 
smart city developments, 
said IE Singapore in its lat-
est press release.

On the business front, 
Raffles Medical Group is 
to cooperate with Shanghai 
New Bund International 
Business District Invest-
ment Group in setting up a 
400-bed integrated interna-
tional hospital in Qiantian, 
Shanghai.

EtonHouse Education 
Group also signed an agree-
ment to establish its third 
international preschool in 
Shanghai at the Shanghai 
Hongqiao Vanke Business 
Centre, which is scheduled 

M-6.8 quake rocks northeastern Japan

Tokyo, 13 May — A 
magnitude 6.8 earthquake 
rocked a wide area of Japan 
centering on the northeast 
early on Wednesday, the 
Japanese weather agency 
said. No tsunami warning 
was issued.

There have been no 
reports of injuries from the 
6:13 am quake or of abnor-
malities at nuclear power 

Junior high school students wait for a shinkansen bullet train at the main station 
in Sendai, northeastern Japan, after a powerful earthquake caused a delay in train 

services on 13 May, 2015. No tsunami warning was issued. —Kyodo News

facilities, but bullet train 
services were temporarily 
disrupted on the Tohoku 
and Joetsu shinkansen lines 
due to power outages, ac-
cording to local officials 
and operator companies.

The quake registered 
upper 5 on the Japanese 
seismic intensity scale of 7 
in Hanamaki in the south-
ern part of Iwate Prefec-

ture, and lower 5 in other 
parts of Iwate and Miyagi 
prefectures, the Japan Me-
teorological Agency said.

Tremors from the quake 
originating in the sea off Mi-
yagi about 46 kilometres 
below the surface were 
observed in areas ranging 
from Hokkaido in the north 
to Gifu Prefecture in central 
Japan.—Kyodo News

Three injured in Bangladesh Army helicopter 
crash in southeastern Chittagong

Dhaka, 13 May — 
Three persons were injured 
when a training helicop-
ter of Bangladesh Army 
crashed on Wednesday in 
the country’s seaport city 
Chittagong, some 242 km 
southeast of capital Dhaka, 

Tokyo, 13 May — Ja-
pan, China and South Korea 
will hold a working-level 
meeting in Beijing on Fri-
day to discuss measures to 
combat terrorism, the Japa-
nese Foreign Ministry said 
on Wednesday.

During their talks, rep-
resentatives of the three na-
tions will share information 
on terrorist activities across 
the world, the ministry 
said.

Attention is focused on 
how the Asian neighbours 

to open in September 2016.
S i n g a p o r e - o w n e d 

MyChina Channel is also 
collaborating with China 
Business Network to dis-
tribute the latter’s media 
programs in the region 
through its core team of me-
dia professionals.

Trade between Sin-
gapore and Shanghai in-
creased 5.6 percent year- 
on-year to reach 12.8 billion 
US dollars in 2014. Mean-
while, Singapore’s invest-
ments into Shanghai grew 
over 78.1 percent year- on-
year to 2.19 billion US dol-
lars.

Shanghai has attracted 
an estimated 10 percent of 
Singapore’s total Foreign 
Direct Investments into 
China, with over 3,900 pro-
jects across a wide spectrum 
of sectors.

Xinhua

Japan, China, S Korea to 
hold antiterrorism talks Friday 

in Beijing
can cooperate in dealing 
with new challenges such 
as the Islamic State mili-
tant group, by overcoming 
differences over wartime 
history and territory that 
have soured Japan’s rela-
tions with the other two 
countries.

Earlier this year, two 
Japanese hostages were 
beheaded by Islamic State 
extremists.

It will be the third such 
working-level meeting, 
following the previous one 

in July 2012. Japan will 
be represented by Tsuka-
sa Kawada, the ministry’s 
ambassador in charge of 
international cooperation 
on countering terrorism 
and international organized 
crime.

During their meeting in 
Seoul in March, the foreign 
ministers of Japan, China 
and South Korea agreed to 
resume the working-level 
meeting on anti-terrorism 
measures.

Kyodo News

Cambodia inaugurates S Korean-
funded eye care centre

Phnom Penh, 13 May 
— Cambodian Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen and visiting 
South Korea’s Speaker of 
Parliament Chung Ui-hwa 
on Wednesday jointly inau-
gurated a four-storey Eye 
Care Centre in the complex 
of Ang Duong Hospital in 
Phnom Penh.

Hun Sen said the 
building, dubbed Cambo-
dia-Korea Friendship Eye 
Care Centre, was construct-
ed under South Korea’s 

grant aid of 5.5 million US 
dollars. The building com-
prises of 75 rooms, includ-
ing outpatient examination 
rooms, inpatient rooms and 
operating rooms.

In addition, Kim’s Eye 
Hospital, one of the South 
Korea’s finest hospitals 
specializing in eye care, 
has provided technical 
transfer to Cambodian oph-
thalmologists at the centre. 
“The centre will provide 
high-standard eye care 

services to all patients,”he 
said. “It is a new achieve-
ment of increased coop-
eration between the Cam-
bodian and South Korean 
governments.”

In his speech, Chung 
said the centre would im-
prove the capacity of oph-
thalmic research and med-
ical services and contribute 
to blind prevention rates 
and improvement in gen-
eral eye care services in 
Cambodia.—Xinhua

police said.
The police official 

said the helicopter crashed 
near the runway at Shah 
Amanat International Air-
port in Chittagong during 
an emergency landing at 
around 11:15 am local 

time. Of the injured, the 
official who did not like 
to be named said the pilot 
and the co-pilot are in crit-
ical condition. They were 
rushed to the Combined 
Military Hospital (CMH) 
in Chittagong.—Xinhua

his legal appeals.
France’s foreign minis-

ter has warned Indonesia it 
would face repercussions if 
the Southeast Asian nation 
goes ahead with the execu-
tion.

The Jakarta administra-
tive court would hold anoth-
er hearing on the case next 
Wednesday, with a verdict 
expected on 28 May, said 
Judge Ujang Abdullah.

The Attorney General’s 
Office has said Atlaoui’s 
current legal challenge 

would be his last appeal.
Atlaoui was sentenced 

to death for his involvement 
in an ecstasy factory in Ja-
karta that was capable of 
producing 100 kg (220 lb) 
of the illegal pills per week.

Indonesian President 
Joko Widodo has rejected 
pleas for clemency from 
various foreign nationals 
who are among a group of 
around 60 drug convicts 
scheduled for execution. 
Fourteen have been execut-
ed so far this year.

Indonesia has harsh 
penalties for drug traffick-
ing and resumed executions 
in 2013 after a five-year 
lull.—Reuters
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Chairman of the Russian Federation Council Valentina Matviyenko and Serbian 
Prime Minister Aleksandar Vucic

Vucic, Matviyenko on friendly ties 
between Serbia, Russia

Belgrade, 13 May—
Serbian Prime Minister 
Aleksandar Vucic con-
ferred with Chairman of 
the Russian Federation 
Council Valentina Mat-
viyenko on Tuesday con-
cerning friendly bilateral 

ties and economic cooper-
ation.

Vucic underscored 
that Serbia maintains sin-
cere and friendly ties with 
Russia and is trying to 
preserve them even in the 
difficult times, states the 

release by the Serbian gov-
ernment Office for cooper-
ation with the media.

He underscored that 
efforts should be invest-
ed in improvement of re-
lations in all sectors and 
expressed gratitude for 

the support of the Russian 
Federation to Serbia’s ter-
ritorial integrity. Serbia 
is the pillar of stability in 
the region, in both polit-
ical and economic terms, 
Vucic said and added that 
Serbia is cooperating with 
Russia in energy and infra-
structure, but there is still 
room for improvement in 
other fields as well.

Matviyenko under-
scored that Russia appreci-
ates Serbia’s independent 
policy, and emphasised 
that Serbia is one of Rus-
sia’s most important politi-
cal and economic strategic 
partners. The agreement 
on strategic partnership is 
being successfully imple-
mented, Matviyenko said 
and added that the bilater-
al trade improved by eight 
percent last year but this is 
not sufficient since there 
are major economic po-
tentials for further devel-
opment, especially in the 
agricultural sector.

Tanjug

UN nuclear watchdog says 
can push for access to Iran 

military sites

Vienna, 13 May— 
The UN nuclear watchdog 
can push for access to Ira-
nian military sites under 
the terms of a preliminary 
deal with Teheran, the 
head of the body told the 
Associated Press in an in-
terview.

Iran reached a deal 
with six world powers on 
2 April to allow UN in-
spectors to carry out more 
intrusive, short-notice in-
spections under an “addi-
tional protocol” — though 
there have been sharply 
differing interpretations 
from both sides on the de-
tails of that access.

“In many other coun-
tries from time to time 
we request access to mil-
itary sites when we have 
the reason to, so why not 
Iran?” Yukiya Amano, the 
director general of the UN 
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) was 
quoted as saying by AP.

“If we have a reason 
to request access, we will 
do so, and in principle Iran 
has to accept it,” he added.

Iranian Supreme Lead-
er Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei, who has the final say 
for Iran on any deal, has 
ruled out any “extraordi-
nary supervision meas-

Yukiya Amano, Director General of the Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) speaks during the 

Opening Meeting of the 2015 Review Conference of the 
Parties to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nucle-
ar Weapons (NPT) at United Nations headquarters in 

New York on 27 April, 2015. —Reuters

ures” over nuclear activi-
ties and said military sites 
could not be inspected.

The Islamic republic 
dismisses accusations by 
Israel, Washington and 
other Western powers that 
it wants to develop nuclear 
bombs, saying its atomic 
research is for electrici-
ty generation and other 
peaceful purposes.

Negotiations are push-
ing ahead in Vienna this 
week as Iran and the six 
world powers — the Unit-
ed States, Russia, China, 
France, Britain and Germa-
ny — have set themselves 
an end-June deadline for a 
final deal to curb Iran’s nu-
clear work in exchange for 
sanctions relief.

Meanwhile, Iran has 
been stalling a parallel 
IAEA investigation into 
its programme which is 
in part aimed at clarifying 
whether its nuclear activi-
ties have ever had any pos-
sible military dimensions.

When asked whether 
the implementation of the 
Additional Protocol would 
help the IAEA’s investiga-
tion, Amano said the agen-
cy did not know about that 
yet as it depended on the 
pace of Iran’s cooperation.

Reuters

Seoul, 13 May — A South Korean reserve army 
soldier went on a shooting spree at a training camp on 
Wednesday, killing one and injuring three others before 
killing himself on the spot, a South Korean Army official 
said. The shooting took place at around 10:44 am at the 
camp south of Seoul.

Similar shootings have occurred in military barracks, 
causing deaths and injuries of soldiers, but such incidents 
seldom happen at reserve army training camps.

Kyodo News
Ambulances and people gather gather outside the hospital after an attack on a bus in 

Karachi, Pakistan on 13 May, 2015.—Reuters

Motorcycle gunmen kill 43 in bus attack 
in Pakistan’s Karachi — police

Karachi (Pakistan), 13 
May — Gunmen on motor-
cycles opened fire on a bus 
in Pakistan’s southern city 
of Karachi on Wednesday, 
killing at least 43 people, 
police said, in the latest 
attack directed against re-
ligious minorities this year.

Television channels 
carried pictures of a pink 
bus covered in bullet holes 
and lines of waiting ambu-
lances.

“There were six at-
tackers. They boarded the 
bus and carried out the 
shooting,” Police Super-
intendent Najib Khan told 
Reuters.

He said all the passen-
gers were from the Ismai-
li community, a minority 
Shi’ite Muslim sect in ma-
jority-Sunni Pakistan.

A splinter group of the 
Pakistani Taleban called 
Jundullah claimed respon-
sibility.

“These killed people 
were Ismaili and we con-
sider them kafir (non-Mus-
lim). We had four attack-
ers. In the coming days 
we will attack Ismailis, 
Shi’ites and Christians,” 
spokesman Ahmed Mar-
wat told Reuters.

At least 43 people had 
been killed and 13 wound-
ed, provincial police chief 

Ghulam Haider Jamali  
told media.

Ayesha Aly, a mem-
ber of the Ismaili commu-
nity, wept on television 
as she explained that the 
bus picked up people for 
work and dropped them off 
every day.

“It was on its usual 
rounds when this attack 
happened. People were 
just getting on with their 
normal lives, out to earn a 
living,” she said.

Taleban splinter 
groups have bombed sev-

eral mosques belonging 
to religious minorities this 
year.

In March, suicide 
bombings outside two 
churches in Lahore killed 
14 people and wounded 
nearly 80. Days later, a 
bomb after Friday prayers 
wounded 12 people outside 
a minority Bohra mosque 
in Karachi.

In February, 20 peo-
ple were killed in an attack 
on a Shi’ite mosque in the 
northeastern city of Pesha-
war, and 60 were killed in a 

January attack on a Shi’ite 
mosque in the southern 
province of Sindh.

Many religious mi-
norities blame the govern-
ment for not doing enough 
to protect them. Police are 
routinely underpaid, poor-
ly equipped and poorly 
trained.

Karachi, a megacity 
of 18 million that is Paki-
stan’s financial heart, is 
also under the responsi-
bility of the paramilitary 
Rangers, who report to the 
generals.—Reuters

One killed in shooting 
spree at S Korean reserve 

army training camp
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Cameron to set out new laws to tackle radicalism

Britain’s Prime Minister 
David Cameron

London, 13 May — 
Prime Minister David Cam-
eron will on Wednesday 
set out new laws intended 
to curb organizations and 
individuals who promote 

militant ideologies at home 
and recruit young people 
to radical islamist groups 
abroad.

The legislation will in-
clude powers to restrict the 
activity of those who seek 
to radicalise young people 
and who use inflammato-
ry speech in public places. 
Charities will be subject 
to greater scrutiny to stop 
funds being diverted to 
militant organizations, and 
the broadcast regulator will 
be given new powers to act 
against channels showing 
extremist content.

Cameron, who won a 

flow of hundreds of Britons 
to join Islamic State mil-
itants in Iraq and Syria — 
most notably Kuwaiti-born 
Londoner Mohammed Em-
wazi, who has appeared 
in videos showing the be-
heading of Western hos-
tages. 

“For too long, we have 
been a passively tolerant 
society, saying to our cit-
izens: as long as you obey 
the law, we will leave you 
alone,” Cameron will say. 
“This government will con-
clusively turn the page on 
this failed approach.”

Reuters

surprise majority in nation-
al elections last week, is 
expected to tell a meeting 
of his top security advisers 
that new laws will be fast-
tracked through parliament 
in the first year of his gov-
ernment. 

“Whether they are 
violent in their means or 
not, we must make it im-
possible for the extremists 
to succeed,” Cameron will 
tell a meeting of his Na-
tional Security Council, ac-
cording to extracts released 
by his office. The need to 
tackle radicalism in Britain 
has been underlined by the 

Bill Clinton says if Hillary wins, he’ll move back to White House — ‘if asked’
Washington, 13 May 

— Former US President 
Bill Clinton said on Tues-
day he will move back 
into the White House if 
his wife Hillary wins the 
presidency next year —“if 
I’m asked.”

In an excerpt from 
an interview on the CBS 
“Late Show with David 
Letterman,” Bill Clinton, 
who served as president 
from 1993 to 2001, was 
asked how he would rate 
his chances of moving back 
into the executive mansion.

“First of all, Hillary 
has to win the nomination. 

Former US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (L) and 
her husband former US President Bill Clinton listen 
to remarks at the 37th Harkin Steak Fry in Indianola, 

Iowa on 14 Sept, 2014.—Reuters

If she wins the nomination, 
then she has to win the 
election,” Clinton said of 
his wife, the front-runner in 
the race for the 2016 Dem-
ocratic presidential nomi-
nation.

“If she wins the elec-
tion, the chances are 100 
percent I’ll move back ... if 
I’m asked,” he said to audi-
ence laughter.

Clinton added: “My 
experience is that since I 
left the White House, when 
a president of either party 
asks, you say yes. So I hope 
I’ll be invited.”

 Reuters

US Secretary of State John Kerry speaks at the NATO 
Foreign Minister’s Meeting in Antalya, Turkey  

on 13 May , 2015.—Reuters

Clearer security 
arrangement between 
GCC, US critical to 
terrorism fight — Kerry

Antalya, (Turkey) 13 
May—Defining a clearer 
security arrangement be-
tween Gulf countries and 
the United States is criti-
cal to fighting terrorism, 
US Secretary of State John 
Kerry said on Wednesday.

Kerry was speaking in 
Turkey before a summit in 
the United States later with 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) states.

“Defining ... a clearer 
defence arrangement be-
tween the GCC and other 
friendly countries and the 
United States is going to 
be critical to helping to 
push back against the ter-
rorism and violence and 
some of the other activities 
that take place in that re-
gion that are unsettling all 
of those countries,” he told 
reporters.

Kerry also said it was a 
critical moment for action 
by Russia and pro-Russia 
separatists in east Ukraine 
to live up to the Minsk 
ceasefire agreement and 
said he was very hopeful 

of a successful conclusion 
of the Iran nuclear negoti-
ations.

NATO says will look 
at what more it can do 
in fight against Islamic 
State

NATO foreign min-
isters meeting in Turkey 
on Wednesday will look 
at how the alliance can do 
more to fight Islamic State, 
NATO chief Jens Stolten-
berg said.

“One of the important 
issues at this meeting, in 
different formats, will be 
how NATO can do even 
more in fighting terrorism 
and in fighting ISIL (Is-
lamic State),” Stoltenberg 
told reporters at the start of 
the meeting.

He also called for the 
full implementation of the 
Minsk ceasefire agreement 
in Ukraine. “We call on 
Russia to stop supporting 
the separatists and to with-
draw all its forces from 
eastern Ukraine,” he told 
reporters.

Reuters

Matviyenko: Russia appreciates Serbia’s 
independent foreign policy

Belgrade, 13 May — 
Russia highly appreciates 
Serbia’s free and independ-
ent foreign policy, Chair-
man of the Russian Fed-
eration Council Valentina 
Matviyenko said on Tues-
day after a meeting with 
Serbian Parliament Speaker 
Maja Gojkovic.

Gojkovic and Matvi-
yenko inked an agreement 
on inter-parliamentary coop-

eration between the Serbian 
parliament and the Russian 
Federation Council, and 
told reporters that the two 
countries’ parliamentary 
relations are very good and 
do not lag behind the coop-
eration on all other levels of 
government. Gojkovic said 
at a joint press conference 
that the agreement signing is 
an indicator how much wish 
and room there is for further 

promotion of relations that 
are already good.

Matviyenko said that 
the talks tabled coopera-
tion between the two par-
liaments’ working bodies, 
foreign delegations to inter-
national organizations, ex-
change of data and opinion 
on many internal and for-
eign issues, and also cooper-
ation between female MPs.

The Russian delegation 

comprises Chairman of the 
Social Policy Committee 
of the Federation Council 
Valery Ryazansky, First 
Deputy Chairman of the 
International Affairs Com-
mittee Vladimir Dzhabarov, 
Deputy Chairman of the 
International Affairs Com-
mittee Arsen Kanokov and 
member of the Food Poli-
cy Council Yevgeny Gro-
myko.—Tanjug

Seattle activist tries to block Shell’s  
fuel — transfer station

A police boat patrols as activists protest the Polar Pioneer, an oil rig leased by 
Royal Dutch Shell Plc that is bound for the Arctic, at a rally and march in Seattle, 

Washington, United States on 26 April, 2015.—Reuters

Seattle, 13 May — 
An activist perched herself 
on a 15-foot tripod to try to 
block the entrance of a Roy-
al Dutch Shell fuel-transfer 
station on Tuesday, in a har-
binger of expected protests 
over the company’s plan to 
store Arctic drilling rigs in 
Seattle.

Annie Lukins staged 
her protest on Seattle’s Har-
bor Island a day after the 
US Department of the Inte-
rior conditionally approved 
Shell’s plan to explore for 
oil in the Chukchi Sea off 
Alaska, where it has not 

drilled since a mishap-filled 
2012 season.

Environmental activ-
ists are also preparing for 
three days of demonstra-
tions starting on 16 May 
against Shell’s plans to 
store two drilling rigs in 
Seattle. Protesters say they 
will meet one of the drilling 
rigs in kayaks as it arrives in 
the port later this week.

Seattle resident Lukins 
erected the tripod early on 
Tuesday, backed by other 
anti-Shell activists, accord-
ing to a news release and 
image. It was unclear if she 

was arrested. “I want the 
next generation to be able 
to eat fish from the ocean 
whose flesh doesn’t carry 
the killing toxins of crude 
oil,” Lukins said in a state-
ment. “We need to ban Arc-
tic drilling now.”

The Puget Sound re-
gion has a decades-long his-
tory as a hub for equipment 
used in energy drilling in 
Alaska even as some envi-
ronmental groups and poli-
ticians have pushed for the 
region’s economy to move 
beyond oil, gas and coal and 
into clean energy.—Reuters
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Taiwan. The OECD concluded that these countries 
have the most talented teachers in the most challeng-
ing classrooms, and that every student has the oppor-
tunity to learn from excellent teachers.

The education industry in Myanmar is less com-
petitive than neighbouring countries in terms of ser-
vices from both government and private-sector 
schools, with a handful of international schools too 
expensive for ordinary families. 

Many Myanmar children at nursery schools are 
taught by the teachers who are not well-trained or do 
not possess teaching certificates. They lack knowl-
edge of child psychology and classroom control, and 
try only to teach the young children reading and 
writing instead of nurturing their physical and men-
tal development. Unsystematic teaching poses a tre-
mendous setback to the development of the country.

Education policy is closely linked to the econom-
ic gains of the country. The differences in education 
between the developed and developing world remain 
stark. Even before international standard education 
policies are adopted, the education industry needs 
talented teachers with competitive skills.

Skilful teachers provide positive role models for 

young children. Caring, engaging teachers are one 
of the greatest sources of motivation for children to 
pursue education.  

With the aim of promoting equitable and inclu-
sive quality education and lifelong learning for all 
by 2030, the World Education Forum 2015 will be 
held in the Republic of Korea from 19 to 22 May. 

Myanmar had a good rank for education in the 
past due to the efforts and skills of senior teachers 
who could promote the dignity of the country within 
the global community. Present-day teachers and ed-
ucation policymakers are responsible for uplifting 
the position of Myanmar. 

By Aung Khin

Myanmar needs more 
talented teachers

“IF  you go to an Asian classroom you’ll 
find teachers who expect every stu-
dent to succeed. There’s a lot of rig-

our, a lot of focus and coherence.” These are the 
words of Andreas Schleicher, the Special Advisor 
on Education Policy at the Organisation for Eco-
nomic Co-operation and Development. 

His remark is supported by data. The Par-
is-based OECD economic think-thank recently 
published the biggest-ever global school rankings, 
with Asian countries in the top five places based on 
test scores of 76 nations.

These top five Asian countries are, in order, 
Singapore, Hong Kong, South Korea, Japan and 

We appreciate your feedback and contributions. 
If you have any comments or would like to submit 
editorials, analyses or reports please email wallace.
tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to 
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500 
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500 
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.
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(Continued from yesterday)
Comprehensive Community Colleges

Many schools have adapted the term comprehensive 
to describe their institutions. These schools typically offer 
six facets of education:
1.	 Transfer education – The traditional two-year student 

who will then transfer to a four-year institution to 
pursue a BS/BA degree.

2.	 Career education – The traditional two-year student 
that will graduate with an Associate Degree and directly 
enter the workforce.

3.	 Developmental – Remedial education for high school 
graduates who are not academically ready to enroll in 
college-level courses.

4.	 Continuing – Non-Credit courses offered to the 
community for personal development and interest.

5.	 Industry training – Contracted training and education 
wherein a local company pays the college to provide 
specific training or courses for their employees.

6.	 eLearning – Distance learning is available online 
using one’s computer and proctored exams. Pell grants 
and federal aid apply to eLearning also. For example, 
studying Spanish in an eLearning environment is 
possible when a student is in another state and federal 
aid is applied to out-of-state tuition.
Within the transfer education category, comprehensive 

schools typically have articulation agreements in place that 
provide prearranged acceptance into specific four-year 
institutions. At some community colleges, the partnering 
four-year institution teaches the third and fourth year courses 
at the community college location and thereby allows a 
student to obtain a four-year degree without having to 
physically move to the four-year school.

There are institutions and organizations which provide 
community college research to inform practice and policy.
Research

There are research organizations and publications that 
focus upon the activities of community college, junior 
college, and technical college institutions. Many of these 
institutions and organizations present the most current 
research and practical outcomes at annual community 
college conferences.
•	 The American Association of Community Colleges 

(AACC) has provided oversight on community college 
research since the 1920s. AACC publishes a research 
journal called the Community College Journal. 

A short introduction to Community Colleges 
in some countries

By Sayar Mya
•	 The Community College Research Center (CCRC), 

located at Teachers College, Columbia University, is 
the leading independent authority on the nation’s two 
year colleges. CCRC annually publishes numerous 
papers, reports, briefs, and practitioner packets on 
issues pertaining to community colleges and open-
access four year colleges to help college and system 
leaders, administrators, faculty, and support staff 
improve institutional performance and student success.

•	 The Association of Community College Trustees 
(ACCT) has provided education for community college 
boards of directors and advocacy for community 
colleges since 1972. ACCT President and CEO have 
authored a book about the past, present, and future of 
community colleges called Charting a New Course 
for Community Colleges: Aligning Policies with 
Practice.

•	 The mission of the Community College Research 
Center (CCRC) from Teachers College at Columbia 
University is to “conduct research on the major issues 
affecting community colleges in the United States and 
to contribute to the development of practice and policy 
that expands access to higher education and promotes 
success for all students.” 

•	 The Center for Community College Student 
Engagement (CCCSE) at the University of Texas at 
Austin administers surveys and provides data analysis 
support to member colleges regarding various factors 
of student engagement and involvement in community 
colleges in the United States and Canada. 

•	 The Office of Community College Research and 
Leadership (OCCRL) at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign studies policies, programs, and 
practices designed to enhance outcomes for diverse 
youth and adults who seek to transition to and through 
college to employment. OCCRL’s research spans 
the P-20 education continuum, with an intense focus 
on how community colleges impact education and 
employment outcomes for diverse learners. Results of 
OCCRL’s studies of pathways and programs of study, 
extending from high school to community colleges 
and universities and to employment, are disseminated 
nationally and internationally. Reports and materials are 
derived from new knowledge captured and disseminated 
through OCCRL’s website, scholarly publications, and 
other vehicles. 
Additionally, several peer-reviewed journals extensively 

publish research on community colleges:
•	 Community College Journal of Research and Practice

•	 New Directions for Community Colleges
•	 Community College Review
•	 Journal of Applied Research in the Community 

College
•	 Journal of Transformative Leadership and Policy 

Studies
Conclusion

On Wednesday 22 April 2015, the online news press 
FCNP.com printed an article by Jody Fellows and Bob 
Hull regarding the community colleges. It refers that the 
movie actor, director, and producer Tom Hanks wrote 
an opinion piece in the New York Times, entitled “I Owe 
It All to Community College,” in which he described his 
experience as an underachieving high school student in 
Oakland, California, who attended Chabot Community 
College in Hayward, California.

He depicted a school that offered a full array of both 
practical and academic subjects for thousands of students 
of all ages and backgrounds commuting from communities 
throughout that region. What Mr. Hanks said he experienced 
were “riveting” history lectures and drama classes where 
he read contemporary plays that he was able to see in 
productions in San Francisco and Berkeley. “Those plays 
filled my head with expanded dreams,” he recalled.

He transferred to a state university, but left after a year 
to go on about his life. However, he said that the classes 
he took at Chabot “have rippled through my professional 
pond.” Mr. Hanks concluded his piece by stating that he 
“drove past the campus a few years ago with one of my 
kids and summed up my two years there this way: ‘That 
place made me what I am today.’”

At the serious advice of a faculty member in Yangon, 
the author of this article is just presenting a simple and plain 
article on community colleges being established in some 
countries to the esteemed readers of the Global New Light 
of Myanmar and the educators in the sphere of teaching.

Last in sequence but not least in importance, actor Tom 
Hanks had termed the community college as the place that 
made him what he is today.

*******

(Photo: Google.com)
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Consumer Affairs Depart-
ment under the Ministry 
of Commerce made the 
opening address at the 
seminar entitled Myan-
mar: Effectively Imple-
menting a New Law on 
Consumer Protection and 
International Perspec-
tives.

 USAID Country Di-
rector Mr Steve Parker 
also spoke on the occa-
sion, along with General 
Secretary U Aye Lwin of 
Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry, and Deputy 
Director Daw Myo Myo 
Htaik of the department.

Attendees also partic-
ipated in discussions on 
Myanmar’s existing laws 
for consumer protection 
and its consumer union.

Tin Maung  
(Mandalay)

Government of India support for training in English language 
for Law Enforcement Officers at MICELT, Yangon

Yangon, 13 May —To 
mark the commencement 
of English language train-
ing for Myanmar Law En-
forcement Officers (Police 
Officers) at Myanmar-India 
Centre for English Lan-
guage Training (MICELT) 
at Yangon University, an 
opening ceremony was held 
on 11 May at MICELT ac-
cording to the press release 
of Indian Embassy. 

The Myanmar-India 
Centre for English Lan-
guage Training (MICELT) 
was set up with Indian as-
sistance under the Initiative 
for Asian Integration (IAI) 
programme in 2009 at Yan-
gon University, with an aim 
of providing a permanent 
venue for teaching and rais-
ing the general level of pro-

ficiency in English language 
in Myanmar. MICELT con-
ducts short term courses on 
English proficiency, which 
are very popular amongst 
journalists, entrepreneurs, 
Government officials and 
academia. 

30 Myanmar Law En-
forcement Officers have 
been selected, on the ba-
sis of written and viva 
tests, to undertake the cur-
rent course. As part of the 
programme, the officers 
will be imparted training 
to enhance  their English 
language proficiency, and 
be better  equipped for 
discharging their duties 
domestically and in their 
engagements with foreign 
counterparts. The course 
will also provide the par-

ticipants the opportunity 
to sit and clear the Inter-

national English Language 
Testing System (IELTS) 

examination. The initiative 
is being financed by the 

Government of India un-
der the IAI-NDG (Initiative 
for ASEAN Integration/
Narrowing Development 
Gap) Division of ASEAN 
Secretariat, on behalf of the 
SOMTC (Senior Officials 
Meeting on Transnational 
Crime) for CLMV (Cam-
bodia, Lao DPR, Myanmar 
and Vietnam) Countries. 

Aptech India, which is 
already running an success-
ful Academy in Yangon, 
conducting popular cours-
es in Computer Science 
and English language, is 
supporting the programme 
through its experienced 
faculty, who will help 
MICELT, in conducting 
this two-three month pro-
gramme.

GNLM

Seminar on strengthening consumer 
protection in Myanmar staged in Mandalay

Mandalay, 13 May 
— A seminar on strength-
ening consumer protection 

in Myanmar took place at 
Mandalay Hill Resort Ho-
tel on 11-12 May.

Director-General U 
Hla Maw Oo of Com-
mercial Promotion and 

Mandalay, 13 May 
— Arrangements are be-
ing made to clean 729 
plaques with stone in-
scriptions at Kuthodaw 
Pagoda in Mandalay 
with the use of chemi-
cals, as well as the reno-
vation of pagodas where 
the plaques are housed.

Photo records of the 
renovation of the pago-
das will be made, while 
translations of the stone 
inscriptions will be post-
ed online as of the first 
week of June.

Plan underway to maintain stone inscriptions at Kuthodaw Pagoda
With the assistance of 

Japan’s Chuo Academic 
Research Institute, experts 
from Sydney University in 
Australia and staff of the 
Archaeology and Nation-
al Museum Department 
(Mandalay) will cooperate 
on the three-year project, 
according to Director U 
Nyo Myint Tun of the de-
partment.

“Maintenance will 
help the longevity of stone 
inscriptions, and the post-
ing of the translated Bud-
dhist inscriptions will help 

spread them across the 
world,” he added.

The government ar-
ranges maintenance of 
ancient cultural herit-
ages made of wood and 
bamboo with the use of 
chemicals and technol-
ogy. Likewise, mural 
paintings, artistic works 
and ancient literature 
works are being renovated  
through modern tech-
niques.

Min Htet Aung 
(Mandalay Sub-printing 

House)

Mandalay, 13 May—
Japanese electronics and 
home appliance maker 
Panasonic opened a show-
room and service center in 
Mandalay on 10 May.

Chief Minister of 
Mandalay Region U Ye 
Myint and guests visited 

Panasonic opens 
showroom in Mandalay 

the showroom and viewed 
various types of electronic 
equipment.

Osaka-based Pana-
sonic has in recent years 
increased its focus on the 
production of solar power 
equipment.—Maung Pyi 
Thu (Mandalay)
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Yemen truce starts after shelling, Iran sends cargo ship

An air strike hits a military site controlled by the Houthi group in Yemen’s capital 
Sanaa on 12 May, 2015.—Reuters

Cairo / Aden, 13 May 
— Saudi-led air strikes hit 
the rebel-held Yemeni cap-
ital Sanaa hours before a 
five-day humanitarian truce 
took effect on Tuesday, 
and Washington cautioned 
against “provocative ac-
tions” after Iran dispatched 
a cargo ship to Yemen.

The ceasefire began at 
11 pm (2000 GMT), said 
Brigadier General Ahmed 
Asseri, spokesman for a 
Saudi-led coalition that 
has been striking Yem-
en’s Houthi rebels since 
26 March, but clashes per-
sisted after that in some 
areas.

It is intended to allow 
the shipment of food and 
medicine to the country, 
which aid groups warn fac-
es a humanitarian catastro-
phe after more than seven 
weeks of war but it will end 
if the Houthis do not also 
lay down arms, Riyadh has 

warned. There was no let up 
in fighting before the truce.

The Houthis shelled 
Saudi border areas in Ji-
zan Province until the last 
moments before the cease-
fire started, Asseri said on 
al-Arabiya television, add-
ing that this gave him no 
confidence the rebel group 
intended to keep to the 
truce.

Witnesses said as the 
ceasefire neared the Sau-
di-led alliance bombed 
Houthi positions in the 
southern port of Aden, 
where local armed groups 
were still fighting the re-
bels.

After the ceasefire 
formally began, fighting 
continued in al-Dhala and 
Marib provinces in south-
ern and eastern Yemen, 
said residents and trib-
al sources. The sound of 
shelling continued until 
morning in the city of Taiz, 

residents said.
The United States said 

it was tracking Iranian 
warships accompanying 
the cargo vessel bound for 

Hodaida port, and urged 
Iran instead to use a UN 
distribution hub in Djibouti 
to provide help to people in 
the war-damaged Arabian 

Peninsula country.
“We would discourage 

any provocative actions,” 
said US State Department 
spokesman Jeff Rathke.

Iran is an ally of the 
Houthi movement, Yem-
en’s most powerful politi-
cal faction which the coali-
tion accuses of toppling the 
rightful government.

Iranian warships will 
escort the vessel, a naval 
commander was quoted as 
saying by state news agen-
cy IRNA.

“The 34th fleet, which 
is currently in the Gulf of 
Aden, has special respon-
sibility to protect the Irani-
an humanitarian aid ship,” 
Admiral Hossein Azad 
said, referring to a de-
stroyer and support vessel 
in international waters off 
Yemen.

Asseri said any Iranian 
vessels sailing to Yemen, 
whether accompanied by 
warships or not, needed the 
permission of the Yemeni 
government or the coalition 
to make the journey.

Reuters

ICC prosecutor says could investigate 
Islamic State in Libya

An Islamic State militant holds a gun while standing 
behind what are said to be Ethiopian Christians in 
Wilayat Fazzan, in this still image from an undated 

video made available on a social media website 
on 19 April, 2015.—Reuters

United Nations, 13 
May — The International 
Criminal Court can inves-
tigate alleged crimes by 
Islamic State militants in 
Libya, but it is first up to in-
dividual states to prosecute 
their citizens accused of 
offences, The Hague-based 
court’s prosecutor said on 
Tuesday.

The United Nations 
Security Council asked the 
court in 2011 to investigate 
crimes committed since 
the start of an uprising the 
same year that led to the 
fall of leader Muammar 
Gaddafi.

Libya has since de-
scended into chaos, with 
two competing govern-
ments backed by militia 
brigades scrambling for 
control of the oil-producing 
country and creating ha-
vens for Islamist militants 
and traffickers.

ICC prosecutor Fa-
tou Bensouda told the UN 

Security Council on Tues-
day that she had noted the 
15-member body’s calls 
for accountability for al-
leged crimes against civil-
ians committed by groups 
claiming allegiance to Is-
lamic State.

“My office considers 
that ICC jurisdiction over 
Libya prima facie extends 
to such alleged crimes,” 
Bensouda said. “I recall 
however the principle that 
states, in the first instance, 
bear the primary respon-
sibility to investigate and 
prosecute their nationals 
who have joined forces 
with (Islamic State) and are 
alleged to be committing ... 
crimes.”

Militants loyal to Is-
lamic State have claimed 
several high-profile attacks 
on foreigners in Libya this 
year, including the behead-
ing of 21 Egyptian Chris-
tians in February. That 
attack prompted air strikes 

by Egypt on Islamic State 
targets in Libya.

Last month, a video 
purportedly made by Islam-
ic State appeared to show 
the beheading of some 30 
Ethiopians in Libya.

Ultra-radical Islamic 
State controls swathes of 
territory in Syria and Iraq 
and last year declared a 
caliphate. France said in 
March it would push the 
Security Council to refer 
Islamic State to the interna-
tional courts.

Bensouda said she 
was also concerned about 
alleged indiscriminate at-
tacks by parties to the Lib-
yan conflict.

“My office is actively 
considering the investi-
gation and prosecution of 
further cases, and will not 
hesitate to take such action 
as may be needed to con-
tribute ending impunity in 
Libya,” she said.

The ICC wants to try 
Gaddafi’s son Saif al-Is-
lam for war crimes, but 
Libya has failed to hand 
him over. Since his arrest 
in 2011, he has been held 
by a faction of former re-
bels in the Zintan region 
who often operate beyond 
the authority of the inter-
nationally recognised Lib-
yan government.

Libyan UN Ambassa-
dor Ibrahim Dabbashi told 
the council that Libya still 
wants to try Gaddafi itself 
and hopes the ICC would 
acknowledge that.

Reuters

Demonstrators carry placards during a march against 
xenophobia in downtown Johannesburg 

on 23 April, 2015.—Reuters

South Africa delays deportation of 
200 foreigners after protests

Johannesburg, 13 
May — South Africa tem-
porarily halted the depor-
tation of 200 foreigners on 
Tuesday after a legal chal-
lenge by a human rights 
group, which said authori-
ties were unfairly targeting 
them following anti-mi-
grant riots in which seven 
people were killed.

More than 800 undoc-
umented migrants have 
been arrested across South 
Africa in the past three 
weeks under “Operation 
Fiela”, a series of raids 
launched after last month’s 
violence which was cen-
tred on the province of 
KwaZulu Natal.

But the Lawyers for 
Human Rights (LHR) 
group filed a petition in 
court on Tuesday seeking 
legal access to detainees 
arrested last week, and 
asked the Home Affairs 
Ministry to halt their de-
portations which were due 

to start on Wednesday.
Wayne Ncube, coor-

dinator of the migration 
detention unit at LHR, said 
Home Affairs officials had 
agreed to halt the deporta-
tion for two weeks to en-
sure that the 200 migrants 
arrested at a Methodist 
Church in the early hours 
of Friday morning had a 
chance to get legal rep-
resentation.

“We settled on an or-
der whereby we will get 
access to all the detainees 
who were arrested as part 
of Operation Fiela,” Ncube 
said. “A list will be com-
piled and handed over to 
us regarding every person 
who was arrested.”

The violence, which 
ended after troops were 
sent to affected areas, 
flared up after Zulu King 
Goodwill Zwelithini said 
in remarks reported by lo-
cal media that foreigners 
should leave South Africa.

Zwelithini has since 
said his comments were 
misinterpreted.

U n e m p l o y m e n t , 
which economists say is 
much higher than the of-
ficial rate of around 25 
percent, has been blamed 
for periodic outbreaks of 
anti-immigrant violence 
along with widespread 
poverty and income dis-
parities.

The government has 
denied that Operation Fiela 
is targeting foreign nation-
als. “We would like to cate-
gorically and emphatically 
state that these claims are 
far from the truth,” spokes-
woman Phumla Williams 
said in a statement.

“This is an operation 
aimed at making our coun-
try safer to enable all peo-
ple who live in our country 
to enjoy their freedoms in 
an environment that is free 
from crime.”

The People’s Coalition 
Against Xenophobia has 
held two protests outside 
the Johannesburg Central 
Police Station to oppose 
the arrests and detention of 
foreign migrants.

“To equate crime to 
the presence of undocu-
mented people in our so-
ciety is not tackling xen-
ophobia, it’s legitimising 
xenophobia,” the group’s 
coordinator Stephen 
Faulkner said. “It is saying 
to the general public, we 
have to tackle xenophobia 
by getting rid of illegal im-
migrants.”—Reuters
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Economy watcher sentiment up for 
5th straight month in April

Tokyo, 13 May — 
Business confidence 
among people in Japan 
with jobs sensitive to 
economic conditions im-
proved in April for the 
fifth consecutive month, 
the government said on 
Wednesday, showing the 
economy continues to im-
prove from the downturn 
triggered by last year’s 
consumption tax hike.

Among such workers 
as taxi drivers and restau-
rant employees, the dif-
fusion index of sentiment 
regarding the country’s 
current economic condi-
tion rose 1.4 points from 
the previous month to 
53.6, the Cabinet Office 
said.

That was the highest 

since 57.9 in March 2014, 
just before Japan’s con-
sumption tax — a charge 
on virtually every sort of 
purchase and financial 
transaction — was raised 
by 3 percentage points to 
8 percent on 1 April last 
year.

The diffusion index is 
computed by subtracting 
the percentage of respond-
ents who view economic 
conditions as worsening 
over the past three months 
from the percentage re-
porting improvement. Re-
sults topping 50.0 percent 
thus show improving sen-
timent.

Despite the continued 
increase in the sentiment 
index, the government left 
unchanged its assessment 

of the economy as “recov-
ering moderately.”

“While there are pos-
itive comments, some still 
point to cautiousness over 
spending” amid concerns 
about higher product pric-
es, a government official 
said.

The sentiment index 
for economic conditions 
in coming months climbed 
0.8 point from the previ-
ous month to 54.2 in April, 
amid growing hopes for 
wage growth and expand-
ing demand by foreign 
visitors to Japan, the office 
said. The Cabinet Office 
surveyed 2,050 workers 
across Japan from 25 to 
30  April of whom 1,856 
or 90.5 percent responded.

 Kyodo News

France outpaces Britain, Germany 
with fastest growth in two years

Paris, 13 May —  
Cheap oil and a weak euro 
lifted the French econo-
my in the first quarter to 
growth of 0.6 percent, its 
fastest rate in two years 
and easily beating ana-
lysts’ expectations.

The strong quar-
ter-on-quarter data was 
supported by consumer 
spending, corporate invest-
ment, industrial output and 
inventories, while exports 
slowed. 

It was the highest 
growth reading for the 
French economy since the 
second quarter of 2013 
and was twice as high as 
that in Britain and Germa-
ny, which both reported 
a slowdown in the rate of 
output growth.

“The sharp acceler-
ation in activity during 
the first quarter ...points 
to growth in 2015 being 
somewhat stronger than the 

1.0 percent expected by the 
government,” IHS Global 
Insight economist Diego 
Iscaro said.  “However, we 
still do not estimate that 
the recovery will be strong 
enough to make a signif-
icant dent into France’s 
high unemployment rate”.

The jobless rate was 
10.4 percent at the end of 
last year. President Fran-
cois Hollande will be 
hoping the improving out-
look boosts his record-low 
approval ratings. He has 
said he would not run for 
a second mandate in 2017 
if unemployment has not 
dropped. 

The government has 
forecast the economy 
would grow by at least 1 
percent this year after ek-
ing out only 0.2 percent 
growth last year, a figure 
statistics office INSEE re-
vised down on Wednesday 
from a previous 0.4 percent 

estimate.
It revised the 2014 

debt-to-GDP rate to 95.6 
percent of GDP from a pre-
vious 95.0 estimate while 
the 2014 public deficit was 
confirmed at 4.0 percent.

INSEE also revised 
the 2013 growth rate to 0.7 
percent from 0.4 percent 
and the 2012 rate to 0.2 
percent from 0.4 percent.

The European Com-
mission has forecast that 
the French economy will 
grow by 1.1 percent this 
year and 1.7 percent in 
2016.

Business investment 
stood at its highest level in 
the first quarter of this year 
since the second quarter of 
2008. Household invest-
ment, however, contract-
ed for the seventh straight 
quarter, showing that real 
estate remains a drag on 
the economy. 

Reuters

People walk on the esplanade of La Defence in the financial and business district 
west of Paris, on 7 May, 2015. —Reuters

Chinese researchers find potential drug 
target for Parkinson’s disease

Washington, 13 May 
— US and Chinese re-
searchers said on Tues-
day they have identified 
a possible drug target for 
neurodegenerative disor-
ders such as Parkinson’s 
disease. Neurodegenera-
tive diseases are marked 
by abnormal buildup in 
the brain of misfolded 
proteins called -synucle-
in, which disrupt and kill 
brain cells.

In a study published 
in the US journal Science 
Signaling, the research-
ers found that misfolded 
-synuclein can activate 
immune cells’ Toll-like 
receptors (TLR) 1 and 2 
to trigger inflammation 

and that preventing this 
inflammation is the key to 
controlling neurological 
diseases.

The real job of 
TLR1/2 is to protect our 
bodies by getting rid of 
invading pathogens, said 
study author Yin Hang, 
professor of Tsinghua 
University, but misfolded 
-synuclein caused them to 
overreact, leading to long-
term chronic inflammation 
which damages the brain.

The findings were 
based on the research of 
microglia, cells that act as 
the main form of immune 
defense in the central 
nervous system.

Yin’s team, in collab-

oration with researchers at 
the Georgetown Univer-
sity, also showed that a 
new small molecule com-
pound called CU-CPT22, 
which specifically targets 
TLR1/2, can significantly 
reduce this inflammation.

“The small molecule 
blocks the receptors and 
fine-tunes the system, bal-
ancing out the overprotec-
tive microglia and keeping 
inflammation at bay,” Yin 
said. 

They also found a 
hypertension drug that 
blocks TLR 2 has a similar 
therapeutic effect, raising 
the possibility of repur-
posing it for Parkinson’s 
disease. —Xinhua

China April factory output, investment, retail sales all miss forecasts, more easing seen

Employees work at a steel factory in Dalian, LiaoningProvince in this 16 March, 
2015 file picture. —Reuters

Beijing, 13 May — 
China’s factory output rose 
5.9 percent in April com-
pared with the same period 
last year, slightly below 
forecasts and reinforcing 
expectations that the gov-
ernment will have to step 
up its efforts to boost the 
cooling economy.

A weak reading had 
been expected after the 
central bank cut interest 
rates early this week for the 
third time in six months to 
lower companies’ borrow-
ing costs and boost activity 
as the economy heads for 
its worst year in a quarter 
of a century.  

Analysts polled by 
Reuters had forecast a 6.0 
percent rise, up from 5.6 
percent in March, which 
was the weakest reading 
since the global financial 
crisis. Fixed-asset invest-

Retail sales, mean-
while, rose 10 percent last 
month, missing expecta-
tions for a 10.5 percent rise 
and easing from March.

Data last week showed 
weaker-than-expected ex-
ports, imports and inflation, 
highlighting that China’s 
economy is under persis-
tent pressure from soft de-
mand at home and abroad.

The economy grew 7 
percent in the first quar-
ter of this year, the slow-
est pace in six years, and 
the April data suggest the 
world’s second-largest 
economy lost more mo-
mentum heading into the 
second quarter, intensify-
ing the challenge for Bei-
jing to find the right policy 
mix to shore up activity.

China’s economic 
growth was within “a rea-
sonable range” in April, 

but the government still 
needed to work hard to 
keep growth steady going 
forward, the National Bu-
reau of Statistics said on 
Tuesday.

In addition to cutting 
interest rates, the central 
bank has also lowered 
banks’ reserve requirement 
ratio (RRR) twice this year 
to spur bank lending and 
economic growth, and re-
laxed restrictions on home 
purchases to shore up the 
ailing property market, 
which accounts for about 
15 percent of the economy.
Analysts expect policy-
makers to deliver more cuts 
in interest rates and RRR in 
the coming months. Policy 
insiders told Reuters earli-
er this month that the gov-
ernment may also ramp up 
state spending to shore up 
growth.—Reuters

ment, a crucial driver of 
the world’s second-largest 
economy, rose 12 percent 
in January-April from the 
same period a year ago, the 
slowest pace since Decem-
ber 2000, the National Bu-

reau of Statistics showed 
on Wednesday.  Econo-
mists had expected a 13.5 
percent gain, the same as in 
the first quarter of the year.

A breakdown of 
fixed-asset investment 

showed slower growth in 
both government and pri-
vate sector spending, and 
a sharp drop in the met-
al mining sector. Overall 
spending on new projects 
stalled.
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ENERGY 

MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE 
( INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER ) 

 (8/2015) 
Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in United States  

Dollars / Myanmar kyat. 
Sr.No	 Tender No 	 Description 	 Remark
(1)	 IFB-009(15- l 6)	 Electrical Spares for HDD Rig (46) Items	 US$
(2)	 IFB-010(15-16)	 Spares for Cooper Well Servicing Unit 
		  (11) Items	 US$
(3)	 IFB-011(15-16) 	 Spares for Rig Engine / Rig Pump 	 US$
		  Ex HDD Rig (16) Items 
(4) 	 IFB-012(15-16) 	 Casing Lines (3) Items 	 US$
(5) 	 IFB-013(15-16) 	 Spares for National Drive Group 	 US$
		  Ex NAT-55 Drilling Rigs (3) Items
(6)	 IFB-014(15-16) 	 Spares for Kenworth Trucks (6) Items 	 US$
(7) 	 DMP/L-004(15-16) 	 33 KV Current Transformer for GCB 	    KS 
 		  (5) Sets 

Tender Closing Date & Time	 -	 9-6-2015, 16:30 Hr 
Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 12TH May, 2015 

at the Finance Department, Myanma Oil and as Enterprise, No(44) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, My-
anmar. 

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise 
Ph.+95 67-411097/411206 

Belgrade, 13 May 
— Serbian Minister of 
Transport and Infrastruc-
ture Zorana Mihajlovic 
said on Tuesday that all 
technical conditions have 
been met for direct flights 
between Serbia and the 
US, expressing hope that 
they will be introduced 
“as soon as possible”.

The minister of trans-
port and US Ambassador 
to Serbia Michael Kirby 
on Tuesday initialled an 
air traffic agreement be-
tween the US and Serbian 

Technical conditions met for 
direct flights to US

governments.
At a joint press con-

ference, Mihajlovic said 
that direct flights between 
the US and Serbia will 
resume after a 23-year 
break.

“I am particularly 
glad that the US Federal 
Aviation Administration 
has  granted Serbia the 
Category 1 rating — in 
aviation, it means that a 
country is safe”, Miha-
jlovic said.

Ambassador Kirby 
said that he expects direct 

flights between the US and 
Serbia to be established in 
the not too distant future.

As far as the US and 
Serbian governments are 
concerned, we believe that 
it is a matter of months, 
but it is better to ask the 
companies that should es-
tablish the direct flights, 
Kirby said.

He said that the open 
sky agreement suggests 
that more companies will 
have the opportunity to fly 
and have direct flights.

Tanjug

Britain’s Prince Charles and his wife Camilla, 
Duchess of Cornwall arrive at Westminster Abbey for a 
thanksgiving service on the final day of 70th anniversary 
Victory in Europe (VE) day commemorations in central 

London on 10 May, 2015. —Reuters

London, 13 May — A 
series of potentially em-
barrassing letters written 
by Britain’s Prince Charles 
to government ministers 
in 2004-2005 will be pub-
lished on Wednesday, a 
step that could cast doubt 
over the political neutrality 
of the future king.

The British govern-
ment has long blocked dis-
closure of what it has called 
the “particularly frank” let-
ters, but its veto on publi-
cation was declared unlaw-
ful by the Court of Appeal 
last year, a decision which 
was upheld by the Supreme 
Court in March.

The 27 letters to min-
isters in seven government 
departments have been 
dubbed the ‘black spider 
memos’ because of the 
prince’s scrawled hand-
writing.

Prince Charles’ ‘black spider’ letters to be 
published on Wednesday

They will be published, 
with some redactions, after 
a ruling on Tuesday by the 
Upper Tribunal of Britain’s 
Administrative Appeals 
Chamber that they should 
be released on Wednesday.

They will be handed 
over to the Guardian news-
paper, which has fought 
through the courts for a 
decade to obtain the let-
ters sent to ministers under 
then-Prime Minister Tony 
Blair.

A Guardian spokes-
man said they would be 
published on the paper’s 
website and on that of the 
Information Commission-
er, although no precise time 
was yet available.

In March, Prime Min-
ister David Cameron called 
the Supreme Court judge-
ment to allow publication 
“disappointing.”

“This is about the prin-
ciple that senior members 
of the royal family are able 
to express their views to 
government confidentially. 
I think most people would 
agree this is fair enough,” 
Cameron said.

A spokeswoman for 
Prince Charles at Clarence 
House, his official London 
residence, said she expect-
ed a statement would be is-
sued on Wednesday. At the 
time of the Supreme Court 
decision, Charles’ office 
said: “Clarence House is 
disappointed the principle 
of privacy has not been up-
held.”

Under Britain’s un-
written constitution, the 
royal family is supposed to 
remain politically neutral.

Queen Elizabeth has 
kept her opinions to herself 
during her 63-year reign, but 

heir-to-the-throne Charles 
has expressed views about 
subjects close to his heart 
such as nature conservation 
and architecture. His letters 

will prove controversial if 
they create the perception 
he disagreed with ministers 
and tried to influence poli-
cies.—Reuters

Philadelphia, 13 May 
— An Amtrak passenger 
train with more than 200 
passengers on board de-
railed in north Philadelphia 
on Tuesday night, killing at 
least five people and injuring 
scores of others, several of 
them critically, authorities 
said.

Authorities said they 
had no idea what caused the 
train wreck at about 9:30 pm 
local time that left some rail 
cars mangled, ripped open 
and strewn upside down and 
on their sides in the city’s 
Port Richmond neighbour-
hood along the Delaware 
River. Survivors described 
scenes of horror and chaos 
as passengers and luggage 
were tossed about careening 
train carriages.

Philadelphia Mayor 
Michael Nutter told a news 
conference that at least five 
people were killed in the ac-
cident. He later said 65 oth-
ers were taken to area hos-
pitals, six of them critically 
injured. Philadelphia-area 
hospitals and health systems 
collectively reported tak-
ing in 135 patients from the 
wreck.

“It’s an absolute dis-
astrous mess,” Nutter said. 
“I’ve never seen anything 
like this in my life.”

Amtrak said there were 
238 passengers and five crew 
members aboard the derailed 
No 188 train on route from 
Washington, DC, to New 
York. Seven cars, including 
the engine, left the tracks, 
according to the mayor.

“I cannot say every-
one is accounted for at this 
time,” he said, briefing re-
porters again well past mid-
night.—Reuters

Hundreds search for missing US helicopter after 
second Nepal quake kills scores

Local residents evacuate onto a street minutes after an 
earthquake in central Kathmandu, Nepal 

on 12 May, 2015.—Reuters

Charikot, (Nepal), 13 
May — Hundreds of Ne-
pali troops were searching 
for a missing US Marines 
helicopter with eight peo-
ple on board on Wednes-

day, a day after the second 
powerful earthquake in less 
than three weeks killed 
scores and sent panicked 
residents into the street.

The Himalayan nation 

is still reeling from a devas-
tating quake measuring 7.8 
last month that killed more 
than 8,000 people and in-
jured close to 20,000.

The US helicopter was 
delivering aid in Dolakha, 
one of the hardest-hit areas 
from the 25 April quake, 
on Tuesday when it went 
missing with six Marines 
and two Nepali troops on 
board.

The Marine Corps 
UH-1Y Huey helicopter 
lost radio contact after its 
crew was heard talking 
about fuel problems.

A Nepali military 
official said it appeared 
the helicopter might have 
come down in one of the 
rivers that snake through 

valleys in the district of 
Dolakha east of the capital, 
Kathmandu. Six other heli-
copters joined hundreds of 
ground troops in the search 
for the missing aircraft.

“The info we have is 
that it is down in one of 
the rivers, but none of the 
choppers has seen it yet,” 
Major Rajan Dahal, sec-
ond-in-command of the 
Barda Bahadur Battalion, 
told Reuters in the district 
capital, Charikot.

“There are 400-plus of 
our ground troops looking 
for it also. By this evening, 
we might get it,” he said.

Nepal Home Ministry 
official Laxmi Prasad Dhal 
said no trace of the missing 
helicopter had been found 

but she feared the search 
was diverting resourc-
es from relief and rescue 
work. “The work of send-
ing relief and rescuing the 
injured people to hospitals 
has been delayed due to 
this,” she told Reuters.

Tuesday’s 7.3 quake 
killed 67 people and de-
stroyed swaths of housing 
in the area. Charikot, about 
75 km (45 miles) east of 
Kathmandu, was one of the 
hardest-hit areas.

Most of the fatalities 
reported from Tuesday’s 
quake were in towns and 
villages like Charikot, 
which were only just be-
ginning to pick up the piec-
es from last month’s quake.

Reuters

Amtrak train 
derails in 
Philadelphia, 
killing at 
least five
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
(CONSULTING SERVICES- FIRMS SELECTION) 

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
Ministry of Electric Power

Myanmar Electric Power Project (MEPP) 
Credit No.: 5306-MM 

Assignment Title: Myanmar Power Sector Study 
of Electricity Tariffs and Subsidies Mechanisms 
Reference No.: MEPE CS-4 
The Republic of the Union of Myanmar has received fi-
nancing from the World Bank toward the cost of increas-
ing capacity and efficiency of gas fired power generation 
and strengthening the institutional capacity of the Minis-
try of Electric Power. 
The consulting services (“the Services”) include study 
of Myanmar Power Sector study of Electricity Tariffs 
and Subsidies Mechanisms over a period of 12 (Twelve) 
months. 
The Ministry of Electric Power (MOEP) now invites eli-
gible consulting firms (“Consultants”) to indicate their in-
terest in providing the above Services. Interested Consult-
ants should provide information demonstrating that they 
have the required qualifications and relevant experience 
to perform the Services. The short-listing criteria are: 

(i) The interested consultants should have previous 
experience in the area of electricity tariffs design, 
analysis and modeling; 

(ii)	 A minimum of 10 years of experience in carrying 
out consulting services as a consulting firm in the 
field of assignment; and 

(iii)	At least 3 contracts of similar nature and complex-
ity, or more complex and relevant, that the firm has 
successfully completed in the past 10 years. 

The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to para-
graph 1.9 of the World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection and 
Employment of Consultants [under IBRD Loans and IDA 
Credits & Grants] by World Bank Borrowers, edition: 
January, 2011 (“Consultant Guidelines”), setting forth the 
World Bank’s policy on conflict of interest. 
Consultants may associate with other firms in the form 
of a joint venture or a sub-consultancy to enhance their 
qualifications. 
A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the 
Quality- and Cost-Based Selection Method set out in the 
Consultant Guidelines.
Further information can be obtained at the address below 
during the 11:00 AM to 16:00 hours on working days. 
Expressions of interest must be delivered in a written 
form to the address below (in person, or by mail, or by 
fax, or by e-mail) by 16:00 hours of 02 June, 2015. 
Attention: 
Director General
Department of Electric Power (DEP) 
Street Address: Building No. 27, 
Ministry of Electric Power (MOEP) 
Floor/Ground No.: Ground Floor 
ZIP Code: 15011 
Country: The Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
Tel: +95 (67) 410256 
Fax: +95 (67) 410256 
Email: ecoplandep@gmail.com  

INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER (3/2015)
[TENDER NO. MPPE/ JET Al / T / 1 (2015 — 2016)] 
1.	 Open Tender is invited for the Myanma Petroleum 
Products Enterprise, the Ministry of Energy for the supply 
of JET Al (282,000 bbl ± 10% ) 
2. Tender Closing Date & Time - 26 - 5 - 2015, 12:00 Hrs 
3. Tender Opening Date & Time - 26 - 5 - 2015, 13:00 Hrs
4. Delivery Time 	 - 1st July 2015 to 31st October 2015
5.	 Tender documents and details are available at the 
Department of Finance, the Myanma Petroleum Products 
Enterprise, Nay Pyi Taw, during office hours commenc-
ing 11 - 5 -2015 on payment of Myanmar Kyat One Hun-
dred Thousand (Kyat 100,000.) per set. 
6.	 Only bid from tenderer who has purchased tender 
document officially from the Myanma Petroleum Prod-
ucts Enterprise will be accepted for evaluation. 

Managing Director 
Myanma Petroleum Products Enterprise 

Ministry of Energy, No(6) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw 
Contact Phone No.
067-411487/411486/411280

Claims Day Notice
MV calmy coral VOY No (088)
Consignees  of cargo carried on MV calmy 

coral VOY No (088) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 14.5.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of S.P.W-3 where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: m/s ecl (s’pore) PTE LTD.
Phone No: 2301191/2301178

Claims Day Notice
MV sinar biak VOY No (433N)

Consignees  of cargo carried on MV sinar 
biak VOY No (433N) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 14.5.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of h.p.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 
Agent for: m/s samudera 

shipping line
Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV ever able VOY No (406N)

Consignees  of cargo carried on MV ever 
able VOY No (406N) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 14.5.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of h.p.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 
Agent for: m/s evergreen 

shipping line
Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV lindaunis VOY No (00038)

Consignees  of cargo carried on MV lindaunis 
VOY No (00038) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 14.5.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of m.i.p where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: m/s china shipping lines
Phone No: 2301185

Advertise with us! Please email 
wallace.tun@gmail.com

(+95) (01) 8604532
For inquries to place an 
advertisement in the GNLM, 

Indian gov’t clears amendments to 
allow children under 14 to work in 

family businesses
New Delhi, 13 May — 

Indian government cleared 
amendments to the child 
labour law on Wednesday 
to allow children below 14 
to work in “non-hazardous” 
family enterprises, said local 
media. The government said 
it would encourage children 
to learn at home as it led to 
entrepreneurship, said lo-
cal daily The Hindustan 
Times. It also said the chil-
dren would be allowed to 
work only if their education 
wasn’t being hampered.

A draft provision in 
the Child Labour Prohibi-

tion Act said the prohibition 
on child labour would not 
apply if they were helping 
the family in fields, forests 
and home-based work after 
school hours or during va-
cations, or while attending 
technical institutions, said 
the report. The new norm 
would also apply to the en-
tertainment industry and 
sports except the circus.

Children between 14 
and 18 years would not be 
allowed to work in hazard-
ous industries but in a wider 
fields of labour than for chil-
dren under 14.—Xinhua

Group urges Abe to suspend drilling for planned Okinawa base
Tokyo, 13 May — An 

environmental protection 
group on Wednesday sub-
mitted a letter with some 
10,000 signatures urging 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
to suspend an ongoing drill-
ing survey for constructing 
a US Marine Corps base in 
northern Okinawa Prefec-
ture.

FoE Japan filed the 
signatures with an official 

of the Defence Ministry 
in Tokyo after it collect-
ed them from citizens and 
groups in some 20 coun-
tries, including Japan, the 
United States, South Ko-
rea and the Philippines, 
saying the planned base 
construction would de-
stroy beautiful sea and 
coral reefs.

The collection start-
ed in late March after the 

Defence Ministry’s local 
bureau resumed the drill-
ing survey in waters off 
the Henoko area of Nago 
for constructing the base 
to replace the Futenma Air 
Station in the more crowd-
ed city of Ginowan in the 
prefecture.

The group, a member 
of Friends of the Earth In-
ternational, has complained 
that the bureau’s throwing 

of concrete blocks into the 
sea for the drilling survey 
has damaged corals and 
seaweed.

At a rally in Tokyo be-
fore the submission of the 
letter, Tsuyoshi Kitaueda, 
a participant in the ongo-
ing protest against the sur-
vey in the Henoko waters, 
called on people to support 
the protest.

Kyodo News

BAY INFERENCE:  Weather is partly cloudy to 
cloudy in the Andaman sea and South Bay and gen-
erally fair elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.
FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE 
14th May, 2015: Weather will be partly cloudy in 
Bago,Yangon and Ayeyarwady Regions, rain or 
thundershowers are likely to be scattered in Tanin-
thayi Region and isolated in the remaining Regions 
and States. Degree of certainty is (60%).
OUTLOOK FOR SUBSEQUENT TWO DAYS: 
Likelihood of rain or thundershowers in the extreme  
Southern Myanmar areas.
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Los Angeles, 13 May 
— Chinese actress Peng 
Dan has been awarded 
the Most Popular Actress 

Peng Dan awarded Most Popular Actress in 
Sino-American Int’l TV Festival

in the 2nd Sino-American 
International TV Festival 
here on Sunday.

In her acceptance 

speech, Peng said in fluent 
English that Los Angeles is 
her lucky place, where she 
had got the awards of Best 
Actress last year and of 
Best Director in the 10th Si-
no-American Film Festival 
last year as well.

Although Peng had 
had her education in art in 
the United States, and had 
performed several times on 
Broadway and at the Lin-
coln Centre in New York, 
the Chinese artist said she 
had always had a “Chi-
nese dream” which was 
to be awarded in the Unit-
ed States with a TV series 
about China’s stories that 

she stars in.
It was like a dream 

come true in Beverly Hills, 
she said, expressing grate-
fulness to each director 
she had worked with in the 
United States and Hong 
Kong.

Peng also took the 
chance to thank her mom 
as the event coincided with 
this year’s Mother’s Day.

After the ceremony, 
she told reporters that she 
wished to do more TV se-
ries or films that embody 
the national spirit of China 
and promote the Chinese 
culture.

Xinhua

Cannes, (France), 13 
May — The world’s most 
important film festival is 
about to start in Cannes 
with a mix of starpower, 
art house cinema, Holly-
wood blockbusters and 
everything in between, 
though its director would 
be happier if the “selfie” 
had never been invented.

After making a se-
lection from 1,854 films, 
festival director Thierry 
Fremaux said this edition, 
which opens on Wednes-
day, would stand out for 
the new names it introduc-
es. 

“We put new names 
on the map and we’ll see in 
12 days what will be the re-

Art house to ‘Mad Max’ — Cannes festival has it all

sult of everything,” he told 
Reuters.

Apart from the screen-
ing, parties and deal-mak-
ing that mark the festival 
every year, Fremaux has 
had to consider an activity 
of more recent origin — 
selfies — and what they 
mean for Cannes. 

“We have 2,200 peo-
ple entering in the main 
theater and if every one of 
them makes three stops to 
take a photo of himself, I 
mean, the process is very 
slow,” he said.

“The film could be late 
and in Cannes, we respect 
time,” said Fremaux, who 
thinks selfies are “ridicu-
lous and grotesque”.

There will be plenty of 
familiar faces at the festival 
this year, with the feature 
film jury being presided by 
Joel and Ethan Coen. 

The 2012 jury pres-
ident, Nanni Moretti, is 
in competition with “Mia 
Madre” as well as Palme 
d’Or laureate Gus van Sant 
(“The Sea of Trees”) and 
Todd Haynes (“Carol”). 

Hollywood is pitching 
in by holding the world 
premiere for “Mad Max: 
Fury Road” on Thursday, 
and there will be plenty of 
other Hollywood and world 
stars on the red carpet.

Fremaux, however, 
was disappointed by the 
American cinema’s offer-
ing. “It’s wonderful to have 
Gus Van Sant, to have Todd 
Haynes, to have Woody 
Allen or to have George 
Miller — he’s Australian 
but it’s an American film,” 
he said. “But in America, 
they must pay more atten-
tion to auteur cinema.”

Variety critic Jay 
Weissberg said the most 
anticipated film could well 
be a new version of Shake-
speare’s much-filmed 
“Macbeth”, starring French 
actress Marion Cotillard 
and Germany’s Michael 
Fassbender.

“These are two pow-

erhouse actors, actors who 
we respect enormously 
who’ve shown an extraor-
dinary range...It’s one of 
the most anticipated titles,” 
he said.

The festival will open 
for the first time with a 
woman director’s film, 
“La Tete Haute” by Em-
manuelle Bercot and star-
ring French icon Catherine 
Deneuve, but Weissberg 
thought that did little to 
compensate for a general 
lack of women in the di-
recting profession.

“We need to ask why 
there aren’t more wom-
en directors...We need the 
profession of director to be 
more open to women.”

Other films in the 
various festival strands 
deal with heavy topics of 
prostitution and poverty in 
Latin America, but Weiss-
berg said the lineup still 
had what it takes to put 
Cannes on the world media 
map and in the pages of the 
glossy fanzines.

“Cannes has to be a 
combination of glamour 
combined with kitsch com-
bined with a sort of cheap 
glamour, sexy glamour as 
well as the more meaty part 
of the festival which is why 
most of us are here.”

Reuters

A Chopard representative displays the Palme d’Or, the 
highest prize awarded to competing films, during an 
interview before the start of the 68th Cannes Film Festival 
in Cannes, southern France on 12 May, 2015.—Reuters

Los Angeles, 13 May 
— Oscar-winning actress 
Anne Hathaway is set to 
star in “Colossal”, written 
and directed by Nacho Vi-
galondo.

Hathaway will play 
Gloria, an ordinary woman 
who, after losing her job 
and her fiancé, decides to 
leave her life in New York 
to move back to her home-
town, said The Hollywood 
Reporter.

But when news re-

Anne Hathaway to 
star in ‘Colossal’

Hathaway will play Gloria, an ordinary woman who, 
after losing her job and her fiancé, decides to leave her 
life in New York to move back to her hometown.—PTI

ports surface that a giant 
lizard is destroying the city 
of Tokyo, Gloria gradually 
comes to realise that she 
is strangely connected to 
these far-off events via the 
power of her mind.

“Colossal is my 
most ambitious script so 
far, and probably also the 
most personal one. Having 
Anne and this terrific team 
around goes beyond my 
craziest expectations,” Vi-
galondo said.—PTI

Sylvester Stallone to 
exhibit paintings

Hollywood action star Sylvester Stallone

London, 13 May —
Hollywood action star Syl-
vester Stallone will exhibit 
his artwork in Nice, France, 
from this weekend.

The 68-year-old actor 
will showcase some of the 
artwork he has created over 
the last 50 years at Musée 
d’Art Moderne et d’Art 
Contemporaine in Nice, 
and will personally be at 
the event’s opening on Sat-
urday, 16 May, reported 

Female First.
Following the open-

ing, VIPs will gather at the 
Place Massena with the 
mayor of the city for a cele-
bratory dinner

Many of the “Expend-
ables” star’s paintings are 
inspired by his movie roles, 
or feature references to the 
likes of Michael Jackson, 
James Dean and his ex-
wife Brigitte Nielsen.

PTI

Los Angeles, 13 May 
— Actress Demi Moore 
says her separation from 
second husband actor 
Bruce Willis in 2000 af-
fected their eldest daugh-
ter, Rumer, the most.

“When their father 
and I decided to divorce it 
probably had the biggest 
impact on her,” Moore 
said.

The struggle became 

My divorce from Bruce had biggest impact on Rumer Willis: Demi Moore
more pronounced as Ru-
mer, who was then just 
12-year-old, suffered 
public scrutiny for her ap-
pearance in the midst of 
her adolescence, reported 
People magazine.

“Media attention is 
tough when you are a 
kid, it is definitely weird 
to have that be such pub-
lic knowledge,” she ex-
plained in the segment.

“A couple of times, 
things would happen in 
my family — whatever 
drama it was — I couldn’t 
leave my house for a 
week. As I got older and 
people started you know, 
commenting on how I 
look, that’s when it really 
started to affect me.”

Moore took notice of 
the criticism and stood by 
Rumer, 26, as she worked 

through it.
“There really wasn’t 

anything I could do to 
stop it,” the Charlie’s 
Angels actress said. “Her 
self-esteem was nothing. I 
could only just keep lov-
ing her and loving her un-
til she could love herself.”

Rumer currently ap-
pears on reality TV dance 
show “Dancing With the 
Stars”.—PTI Demi Moore
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•	 TV Drama Series 
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•	 Myanmar Video

(14-5-2015, Thursday)
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First stable relationship makes happy, but hardly 
changes personality

Berlin,  13 May — 
The first relationship that 
a young person enters into 
increases his satisfaction 
with life, but changes his 
personality only slightly, 
said a study on Tuesday.

Researchers at German 
universities of Kiel and Tue-
bingen compared changes 
in personality and life satis-
faction of 312 young adults 
who established their first 
relationships or remained 

single in the course of four 
years. The results have been 
published in the journal 
“Social Psychological and 
Personality Science”.

The  s tudy  resu l t s 
showed, young adults who 
established their first stable 
relationship are more sat-
isfied with their lives than 
singles.

This applies to persons 
who have a steady partner 
between 21 and 23 for the 

first time, as well as for 
those who later enter in a 
relationship at age of 23 to 
25 for the first time.

However, study par-
ticipants who had their first 
relationship at age of 21 
and 23 didn’t differ in their 
personality from the singles.

Only those who estab-
lished the first partnership 
at age of 23 to 25 are com-
pared to same-aged singles 
more extrovert, that is, more 

social, more conscientious, 
emotionally more stable and 
less prone to depression.

“It’s been found, on the 
one hand, social relation-
ships makes one happy, on 
the other hand, balanced and 
stable people have greater 
opportunities to enter into 
social relationships,” said 
Prof Andrea Abele-Brehm, 
the president of the German 
Society of Psychology.

 Xinhua 

FC Tokyo’s Muto to choose Mainz over Chelsea
Yoshinori 

Muto (L) of 
Japan fights 
for the ball 
with Mario 
Figueira of 

Brazil during 
their friendly 

soccer 
match at 

the national 
stadium in 

Singapore on 
14 Oct, 2014. 

Reuters

Tokyo, 13 May — Ja-
pan striker Yoshinori Mu-
to’s European destination 
will likely not be Chelsea 
but Mainz of the Bundesli-
ga, sources with knowledge 
of the FC Tokyo man’s 
decision told Kyodo News 
through Tuesday.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
sources, Tokyo and Mainz 
are deep into talks for the 
22-year-old’s services. 
Muto and Tokyo will fur-
ther outline their plan on 
Thursday, after the national 
team’s two-day training 
camp starting on Tuesday 
in Chiba Prefecture.

“He has a dream and his 
own vision for his career,” 
said one Tokyo official. 

Mainz — who are 12th 

in the Bundesliga with two 
games left in the season —
plan to raise the money to 
buy Muto by selling their 
top scorer, Muto’s interna-
tional teammate Shinji Oka-
zaki, who was linked with a 
move to England during the 
winter transfer window.

The sources say Muto 
stalled at the Chelsea offer 
because he feared he would 
not get enough playing time. 
If he chooses England, the 
second-year J-League star 
also would likely struggle to 
obtain a work permit.

Muto scored 13 goals 
for Tokyo last season, a 
record-tying mark by a J1 
debutant.— Kyodo News

“Hopefully, we can come 
to a decision that best suits 
him and the club.”

Tokyo received an of-
fer for Muto in March from 

newly crowned Premier 
League champions Chelsea. 
The fee has been reported to 
be around 700 million yen 
($5.8 million).

Texas, Arkansas governors declare disasters after 
deadly tornadoes

A young boy rests his head in his hands in front of a house which was destroyed 
after a tornado swept through the area the previous night in Van, Texas  

on 11 May, 2015. —Reuters

Van, (Texas) / Little 
Rock, 13 May —  The 
governors of Texas and 
Arkansas declared disasters 
on Monday in parts of their 
states hit by tornadoes and 
floods in a storm series 
that slammed central states, 
leaving at least five people 
dead, injuring more than 50 
and reducing buildings to 
splinters.

A husband and wife 
were killed near a trailer 
park in Van, Texas, about 
70 miles (115 km) southeast 
of Dallas, a town of about 
2,500 people where scores 
of homes were shattered. 
The National Weather Ser-
vice said an EF3 category 
tornado packing winds of 
around 140 mph (225 kph) 
hit the town.

Near the west Arkansas 
town of Nashville, a baby 
girl was pulled from the 
wreckage of a mobile home 
where her parents died in a 
tornado. About 10 people 
were injured in the state.

“She barely had a 
scratch on her. It’s abso-
lutely a miracle,” Howard 
County coroner John Gray 
said. In Van, workers with 
search dogs scoured the 

wreckage looking for three 
adults who are unaccounted 
for, raising the possibility 
the death toll will rise. 

“This storm spun up 
real fast and the warning 
time was extremely limit-
ed,” Van Zandt County Fire 
Marshal Chuck Allen said.

Media reported that 
another person died due 
to flooding in Corsicana, 
Texas. After what was prob-
ably the strongest tornado 
to hit the town in more 
than 70 years, neighbours 

sought comfort in front of 
destroyed houses and resi-
dents packed up whatever 
belongings they could find 
as they walked to evacua-
tion shelters.

Van resident Brandi 
Preston, her husband and 
two sons pushed a wheel 
barrel and collected de-
bris from their yard. Rain-
soaked pink insulation from 
nearby damaged houses lit-
tered the ground like soggy 
pieces of cotton candy. 

“We were in our hall-

way and we were holding 
our hands praying. I know 
that’s the only reason we’re 
OK,” said Preston, 35. 

Texas Governor Greg 
Abbott declared a state of 
disaster in Van Zandt and 
six other counties. Arkansas 
Governor Asa Hutchinson 
declared a disaster area in 
10 counties.

“Sadly, we’ve been 
through this before, and we 
know how devastating these 
storms can be,” Hutchinson 
said.—Reuters
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Barcelona’s Lionel Messi fights the ball against 
Bayern Munich’s Sebastian Rode and Mehdi Benatia 
during UEFA Champions League Semi Final Second 

Leg at Allianz Arena, Munich, Germany  
on 12 May, 2015 .—Reuters

Barca reach Champions League 
final despite Bayern loss

Munich, 13 May — 
Barcelona’s Neymar struck 
twice to put the Spanish 
side in the Champions 
League final despite a 3-2 
loss at Bayern Munich on 
Tuesday as they progressed 
5-3 on aggregate and will 
face Real Madrid or Juven-
tus next month.

The tricky Brazil for-
ward’s double in 14 first-
half minutes killed off the 
hosts’ slim chances fol-
lowing the Spanish side’s 
3-0 first leg win at the Nou 
Camp last week over their 
former coach Pep Guardi-
ola’s team. The Spaniards 
are now one victory away 
from triumphing in each 
of the three titles they are 
chasing including a domes-
tic league and Cup double 
and the Champions League 
where they will play in the 
showpiece game in Berlin 
on 6 June. 

Neymar was twice 
picked out by striker Luis 
Suarez, after Bayern’s sev-
enth minute lead through 

Medhi Benatia had brief-
ly reignited the Germans’ 
hopes.

Bayern struck back 
with second-half goals from 
Robert Lewandowski and 
Thomas Mueller but were 
still left needing anoth-
er three to qualify for the 
showpiece match.

“We are where we want 
to be each year, one step 
from winning everything, 
and we’ll try to take that 
step,” Barca midfielder An-
dres Iniesta said.

“We can’t stop now, 
we can’t be satisfied with 
what we have achieved al-
ready, because in the end 
the titles are what count and 
it would be incredible for 
the fans and the team.”

Barcelona, into an 
eighth European Cup final, 
will make their first appear-
ance since 2011, when they 
won the trophy under Guar-
diola.

It was Barca’s first 
Champions League away 
defeat this term as Bayern 

ended a four-game losing 
run in all competitions, but 
Guardiola’s aura of invin-
cibility has been hit after he 
failed for the second season 
to reach the final with the 
German club.

Barcelona almost got 
a goal after five minutes 
through Ivan Rakitic but 
Bayern keeper Manuel 
Neuer palmed the Croat’s 
shot wide at full stretch.

Two minutes later Bay-
ern got the early goal they 
needed when Benatia was 
left completely unmarked to 
head home.

The Spaniards sur-
vived some intense pres-
sure and responded in style 
when Lionel Messi, pulling 
the strings from a deep posi-
tion, sent Uruguayan Suarez 
through to feed Neymar for 
an easy tap in after a daz-
zling South American com-
bination.

Neymar all but ended 
Bayern’s hopes by drilling 
a low shot home in the 29th 
after Suarez’s cross from 
the right, with the hosts go-
ing into the break needing 
five goals to advance.

Barcelona eased off in 
the second half, losing Su-
arez substituted to a minor 
muscle problem, and Bay-
ern’s Robert Lewandowski 
notched an equaliser just 
before the hour, shaking 
off Javier Mascherano and 
sending Ter Stegen the 
wrong way. Mueller add-
ed another in the 74th but 
it was too little too late for 
the home side, who were 
missing several key players, 
including injured wingers 
Arjen Robben and Franck 
Ribery.

Reuters

Fans flock to see beaten Pacquiao 
arrive back in Manila

Manila, 13 May — An 
injured Manny Pacquiao 
arrived back in the Philip-
pines to a hero’s welcome 
on Wednesday, the boxer 
still adamant he did enough 
to win his welterweight 
megabout against Floyd 
Mayweather Jr at the start of 
the month.

The 36-year-old south-
paw was wearing a sling 
on his right arm following 
shoulder surgery on a torn 
rotator cuff suffered prior 
to his unanimous points de-
cision loss to the American 
in the heavily hyped fight in 
Las Vegas on 2 May.

Pacquiao, a world 
champion a eight different 
weight classes and regarded 
as one of the sport’s great 
entertainers, was sued in a 
US court last week by two 
people who felt defrauded 
by his failure to disclose the 
pre-bout injury.

The Filipino, smiling 
for photographers, told re-
porters at Manila Airport his 
focus was not on boxing for 
now.

“I haven’t discussed 

with anyone about my next 
fight. My focus right now is 
my shoulder recovery and to 
make it 100 percent okay, 
and my focus is on my con-
gress work and family,” he 
said.

The Sarangani con-
gressman was evasive when 
asked if he would seek a 
higher position in the gov-
ernment, possibly a veiled 
method of trying to discov-
er if he was contemplating 
retirement from the sport to 
further political ambitions.

“I haven’t thought 
about it, but you know, 
God’s plan is higher than 
our plan. His thought is 
higher than our thought, so 
who can say?” he said.

Pacquiao, whose record 
slipped to 57-6-2 follow-
ing the Mayweather defeat, 
was then taken on a motor-
cade through Manila, where 
thousands of fans lined the 
streets to greet their favour-
ite sporting son.

His fans had taken the 
defeat against the defen-
sively astute and unbeaten 
Mayweather (48-0) hard, 

demanding a rematch and 
suspecting foul play in the 
scoring..

For his part, the boxer 
remained steadfast in his 
opinion that he deserved 
the decision following 12 
rounds of fairly insipid ac-
tion. 

“Even if I do not feel 
well after the third round, 
fourth round, if we look at 
it round by round, you’ll 
see that we didn’t lose. But 
like I said, we respect the 
decision of the judges,” Pac-
quiao said.

Mayweather initially 
appeared keen on the possi-
bility of a rematch for a bout 
that networks HBO and 
Showtime said generated re-
cord pay-per-view revenues 
of $400 million in the Unit-
ed States.

But the American has 
since changed tack, accus-
ing Pacquiao of being a 
sore loser and insisting there 
would be no second bout.

Pacquiao opted against 
getting into a verbal sparring 
match over Mayweather’s 
criticism.—Reuters

Boxer Manny Pacquiao waves to the crowds during a motorcade in Manila
on 13 May, 2015 after arriving back from Las Vegas. —Reuters

Donors fund successful 
organizing of General 

Aung San Cup
Yangon, 13 May —

Under the arrangement of 
the commander-in-chief 
of Defence Services, fam-
ilies of Defence Services 
(Army, Navy and Air) 
donated K10 million for 
successfully holding the 
General Aung San Cup 
Football Tournament in 
commemoration of the 
centenary of General 
Aung San.

President of Myan-
mar Football Federation 
U Zaw Zaw expressed 
thanks for donation of 
families of Defence Ser-

vices (Army, Navy and 
Air). Commander of Yan-
gon Command Maj-Gen 
Tun Tun Naung presented 
cash donation to the MFF 
president who also ac-
cepted cash donations of 
other well-wishers. On the 
occasion, KBZ Bank do-
nated K10 million, Dr. Sai 
Sam Tun (Yadanabon FC 
owner) K10 million, Max 
Energy K10 million, Fresh 
Air-con K10 million, My-
anmar Motion Picture Or-
ganization K3 million and 
film star Pyae Ti Oo K 1 
million.—MFF

Djokovic survives Almagro scare, Serena through in Rome
Rome, 13 May — 

Holder Novak Djokovic 
scraped over his first hurdle 
at the Rome Masters with a 
6-1, 6-7(5), 6-3 victory over 
Spanish claycourt specialist 
Nicolas Almagro on Tues-
day. The world number 
one, given a bye into the 
second round, was in total 
control as he swept through 
the opening set at the Foro 
Italico, but the aggressive 
Almagro settled down to 
his task and made the Serb 
work hard for an 18th con-
secutive Tour victory.

Djokovic looked 
poised for victory when he 
built a 5-2 lead in the tie-
break but Almagro fought 
back and when Djokovic 
netted a tame forehand at 
5-5 Almagro seized his 

Novak Djokovic of 
Serbia returns the 

ball to Nicolas Alma-
gro of Spain during 
their match at the 
Rome Open tennis 

tournament in Rome, 
Italy, on 12 May, 
2015.—Reuters 

chance, clinching the sec-
ond set with a powerful 
first serve. Almagro, who 
missed the second half of 
last year after foot surgery 
and has slipped to 174th in 
the rankings, continued to 
worry Djokovic with his 
power at the start of the third 
set. Djokovic kept his nose 
in front on serve though and 
broke in the eighth game af-
ter winning a long baseline 
exchange. The three-times 

Rome champion completed 
the job on his second match 
point when Almagro fired a 
backhand long.

Former Australian 
Open champion Stanislas 
Wawrinka also reached 
the third round but was 
stretched before overcom-
ing Argentina’s Juan Mo-
naco 4-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Ninth seed Marin Cil-
ic was the highest-ranked 
casualty, losing in straight 

sets to Guillermo Gar-
cia-Lopez, but there was 
no hiccup for seventh seed-
ed Spaniard David Ferrer 
who came through 6-4, 7-5 
against France’s Richard 
Gasquet. In the women’s 
event, top seed and defend-
ing champion Serena Wil-
liams crushed Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova 6-1, 6-3 in 
her first match since Petra 
Kvitova ended the Amer-
ican’s 27-match unbeaten 
run in the semi-finals of the 
Madrid Open last week. 

Williams needed 62 
minutes to dismiss the for-
mer world number 13 in 
straight sets, smashing 25 
winners and converting five 
of seven break points in a 
one-sided encounter.

Reuters 


