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My Fellow Citizens,

As I have done previously, I would like to give you
the monthly update on the work of my government, and
the developments that have taken place in our country.

I hope citizens were able to enjoy the Thingyan hol-
idays through its festivals, religious merit making, and
relaxing with family and friends. At the same time, |
thank security, health, and fire personnel that were on

We are trying our best to begin political dialogue as soon as possible

Nay Py1 Taw, 4 May—The following is the full text of the monthly radio address delivered by President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Thein Sein.

duty throughout the holidays ensuring our safety. I begin
this month’s radio address with the hope that we can focus
the positive energy of the season into the New Year.

A development in April was a meeting between the
government, parliament, Tatmadaw, political parties, and
ethnic leaders and representatives. Within a few days of
this meeting, and at the urging of the Union parliament,
six party talks were held. These meetings are consistent

with my message that discussions of different formats

with national leaders would be held to advance demo -
cratic reforms and national reconciliation. The aim is
to achieve better understanding among political leaders
with important roles in the national reconciliation pro-
cess, taking lessons from past failures to reach broad
agreement. The most important goal of these meetings

(See page 2)

President U Thein Sein delivers speech at jungle camp meeting of boy

scouts and glrl gwdes mspects developments of Mogok

Nay Pyi Taw, 3 May
— President U Thein
Sein, together with Union
Ministers U Soe Thane, U
Tin Naing Thein, U My -
int Hlaing, U Zeyar Aung,
Dr Daw Khin San Yi, Dr
Myint Aung, Lt-Gen Mya
Tun Oo of the Office of
the Commander-in-Chief
(Army) and deputy minis -
ters, left for PyinOoLwin
on Saturday afternoon by
special flight to attend the
jungle camp of boy scouts
and girl guides and the
president and party were
welcomed at PyinOoLwin
by Chief Minister U Ye
Myint of Mandalay Re -
gion, Commander of Cen -
tral Command Maj-Gen
Soe Htut and officials of
the region government.

The president attended
the third jungle camp meet-
ing of boy scouts and girl
guides on Sunday morning
at the jungle camp of boy

(See page 3)
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President U Thein Sein’s
radio message on air

Nay Py1 Taw, 3 May — A radio message to be
delivered by U Thein Sein, President of the Republic
of the Union of Myanmar, will be broadcast through
radio programmes on 4 and 5 May 2015.

Myanmar Radio, Mandalay FM, Pyinsawady
FM, Shwe FM, Cherry FM, Padamya FM, FM Ba -
gan and Thazin Radio will broadcast the message at
7 am, 11 am, 6 pm and 8 pm respectively. —MNA

45 works of Myanmar
contemporary art on
display in KL

Calls for mdependent non blased medla In Myanmar
made on World Press Freedom Day 2015

YANGON, 3 May —
The Information Ministry
and UNECSO on Sunday
jointly celebrated World
Press Freedom Day 2015

in Yangon, highlighting
the importance of quality
media in the functioning
of a country.

In her speech at the

4™ celebration of World
Press Freedom Day in
Myanmar, Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi urged Myanmar
journalists at the ceremo -
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ny to help the upcoming
2015 General Elections to
be held in a free and fair
manner.

(See page 9)

By Aye Min Soe

YANGON, 3 May —
Forty-five works by eleven
Myanmar artists are being
exhibited in a month long
show in Kuala Lumpur,
attracting Malaysian artists
and collectors.

The show is aimed at
offering Malaysian col-
lectors the opportunity
to discover and acquire
Myanmar paintings by ac-
complished artists of the
country, according to The
Edge Media Group, which

(See page 9)

Union Minister U Ye Htut, Pyithu Hluttaw Commtttee Chalrperson Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and ofﬁczals pose for
documentary photo at World Press Freedom Day 2015 ceremony.—mna
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We are trying our best to begin . . .

(from page 1)

was to discuss the need for mutual understanding and co-
operation among political leaders, despite their different
viewpoints and positions, to ensure the success of dem-
ocratic reforms, national reconciliation, peace process,
and the historic 2015 general elections. Examples from
other countries show that as elections loom, the political
temperature and public expectations rise. Under these
heightened conditions and during this period before the
elections, it is crucial for there to be political stability.
At the same time that political leaders are cooperating
to maintain political stability and preparing for peaceful
general elections, | urge citizens to act with the spirit of
unity, patience, and forethought to ensure the success of
this defining moment in our nation’s history.

A milestone was reached in the peace process when
the Union Peace Work Committee (UPWC) and the Na-
tionwide Ceasefire Coordination Team (NCCT) signed
a draft nationwide ceasefire agreement, an event that I
attended. The NCCT will now submit the draft agree-
ment for consideration by the ethnic leaders at the next
ethnic summit. My government is ready to finalize the
nationwide ceasefire agreement, and is waiting for the
outcome from the ethnic summit.

The complex nature of the peace process means
that the road to lasting peace is a long one. As examples
in other countries show, it is difficult to achieve peace
within a single term of an elected government. My gov-
ernment’s objective is to leave a foundation for the next
government to build on— one where there is no more
fighting and political dialogue has started. All parties
have accepted that the only way to resolve armed conflict
is through a political solution. Therefore, we are trying
our best to begin political dialogue as soon as possible.

Since my government took office, one of the pri-
orities has been poverty reduction and improving the
livelihoods of those living in the rural areas. In this re-
gard, | have not only laid down policies but also visited
remote parts of the country to personally inspect devel-
opment projects. In April, I visited Homalin and Hkamti
townships in Upper Sagaing, a place where few national
leaders have visited due to logistical and environmental
reasons. I am honored to be the first standing president

to visit this area.

The 2015-2016 national budget was released in April,
and will take effect in May. According to the Constitution,
the government has to prepare the annual budget, and Par-
liament only passes the budget after analysis, debate, and
making necessary adjustments. These actions strengthen
the budgetary process, and are examples of the checks and
balances between the executive and legislative branches.
Once Parliament approves the budget, media will dissem-
inate details of the budget to the public. The democratic
process of checks and balances, debate, and transparency
ensures that the annual budget— primarily funded from
public taxes—reflects the needs and desires of the people.

I also attended the Bandung Conference in Indonesia
— an event that is of historical significance for Myanmar.
Myanmar was one of the five organizers of the original
Asian-African Conference of 1955 at Bandung, together
with India, Pakistan, Ceylon (now Sri Lanka) and Indo-
nesia. This conference led directly to the founding of the
Non-Aligned Movement. Myanmar’s Prime Minister at
the time U Nu played a key role in making the conference
possible and making it a success. U Thant acted as secre-
tary to the conference.

This was a high-mark in Myanmar’s international di-
plomacy. | believe we must reach that high-mark again.
My government is working hard to ensure good relations
with all global powers and all nations. We will seek not
only to protect and promote Myanmar’s interests. But we
will also seek to make a positive contribution in interna-
tional efforts to address global challenges.

At the conference, | urged continued cooperation be-
tween the countries and peoples of Asia and Africa based
on the Bundung Conference’s aims of unity, friendship,
and cooperation. Myanmar maintains friendly relations
with all countries, and at the same time, seeks to protect
and promote our interests. Additionally, our country ad-
heres to the UN Charter, and is a responsible member of
the world community.

This year is an important one for the ASEAN coun-
tries, and at the 26" ASEAN Summit and 12" ASEAN
Leadership Forum in Malaysia that | attended, the leaders
discussed establishment of a People-Oriented and Peo-
ple-Centered ASEAN community. This effort will require
increased engagement between the peoples, businesses,
and institutions of the region, and will place a high value

on education, skills, global competitiveness of business-
es, and creativity. | urge our citizens to be prepared for
these opportunities.

Also in April, at the invitation of the United Nations
Secretary-General, a government team led by Union
ministers attended the Partnership Group on Myanmar
meeting in New York City. Member States supported the
reform efforts of Myanmar in the areas of democratiza-
tion, socio-economic development, and national recon-
ciliation. The majority of members also backed the view
that the submission of a draft resolution on Myanmar’s
human rights record was no longer needed, and this deci-
sion would send a clear signal of support for the country’
reforms. | welcome their support since this will energize
and bring practical benefits not only for human rights but
also for reforms in all sectors.

I was especially saddened to hear about the devastat-
ing earthquake in Nepal. The threat of natural disasters
is increasing, and could impact humans anywhere. Our
country suffered its own natural disaster — Cyclone Nar-
gis — from which the affected are still recovering today.
A glimmer of light in tragic time like these is the out-
pouring of support and human kindness. Humanitarian
aid is being delivered to Nepal, and Myanmar is doing
its part to send vital aid.

It is undeniable that democratic reforms that were
initiated since my government took office have brought
positive developments to our nation, and as a result, our
nation has received recognition and respect from the
global community. | am honored to serve as your pres-
ident during these momentous times. However, these
positive developments would not be possible without the
dutiful contributions of political leaders, political parties,
Tatmadaw, civil society, and citizens. I believe our dem-
ocratic reforms will succeed because of this collective
support.

| stress again that the 2015 general elections will be
a defining moment for our democratic transition. There-
fore, 1 urge political forces and citizens to do what they
can to ensure the successful holding of these elections,
and the success of the democratic reforms. | also pledge
to do my utmost to achieve our goals.

I would like to conclude by reaffirming my commit-
ment to achieving peace, promoting economic develop-
ment and building a better future for future generations.

Property expo aims to develop country’s

By Khaing Thanda Lwin

Yancon, 3 May —
Myanmar’s biggest prop-
erty expo kicked off on
Friday at Tatmadaw Con-
vention Hall in Yangon,
aiming to increase invest-
ment in the property sector.

About 3,000 apart-
ments, condominiums, and
detached houses are being
promoted by 50 companies
and agents. Nearly 30 un-
der-construction ~ projects
are on show at the expo,
most of which are expected
to be completed by 2016.

“During this expo,
people can enjoy discounts
of between 5% and 30 %,”
said Nay Min Thu, manag-
ing director of iMyanmar
Online Media and Adver-
tising Co., the organizer of
the event.

“The three-day ex-
hibition also aims to dis-
seminate knowledge on
property and to develop

real estate market

the country’s property mar-
ket,” he added.

The expo also includes
seminars by 16 experts

including the president’s
economic advisor Dr Aung
Tun Thet.

Construction compa-

nies should place emphasis
on the safety of construc-
tion workers and follow-
ing international standards

Visitors view scale model of high-rise buildings at Myanmar’s biggest
property expo.—PHoTO: KHAING THANDA LWIN

without focusing on their
interests alone, Dr Aung
Tun Thet told reporters
at the expo. He added the
government should accel-
erate the construction of
more low-cost housing in
the country.

Currently the demand
for both property rental
and ownership and are is
surging despite the market

being cool at the begin-
ning of this year. Nay Min
Thu said: “The number of
people visiting www.imy-
anmarhouse.com has been
on the rise since mid-April.
Normally, about 120,000
people per month visit the
website. Sometimes this
number has increased up to
150,000".

GNLM

Outstanding ninth
graders visit statue
gallery in Sale

Bacan, 3 May — Out-
standing students of ninth
grade visited a statue gal-
lery in Sale here on Sun-
day, with a curator showing
them round the gallery.

The curator said the
visit would implant in the
minds of students the sense
to cherish their own culture
and preserve cultural herit-
age, thereby arousing their
love for nationality, race

and religion.

The Sale Statue Gal-
lery was constructed in
1244 Myanmar Era (1882
AD) and completed in
1254. Located to the south
of Bagan, the gallery is
regarded as a cultural her-
itage site with spectacular
woodcarvings such as an-
cient Buddha Statues of
successive eras.

Min Min Zaw (Kalay)
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President U Thein Sein
delivers speech . . .

(from page 1)
scouts and girl guides at the
yew forest in PyinOoLwin
where the president was
warmly welcomed by sen-
ior scouts, boy scouts and
girl guides.

Then, boy scouts and
girl guides opened the
camp ceremony by signing
“Ready for the People”.

Afterwards, Chief
Scout of Myanmar Scout
Association  President U
Thein Sein and boy scouts
and girl guides saluted the
state flag.

Then, the scouts salut-
ed the president with scout
salute.

In his speech at the
ceremony, the president
said that the girl guides was
first founded in Myanmar in
1916 and the boy scout was
founded in 1920.

It was founded by the
government as an inde-
pendent organization af-
filiated with World Scout
Federation and Asia Scout
Federation, according to the
president, who also added
that the then heads of state
performed as head of scouts
to honour them.

However, the activity
of the scout halted in 1964
due to various reasons and
about 50-year later, it was
reestablished during the
term of the incumbent gov-

ernment in 2012, the presi-
dent said.

Now, its head office
was opened in Mingala
Taungnyunt on 29 April
and it has about 37,000
members in the entire coun-
try and training courses for
scouts have been conduct-
ed in universities since 27
April, the president said.

Then, the president
added that the government
is nurturing all round out-
standing new generation
youths for future Myan-
mar who are morally good,
loyal, genuinely patriot-
ic, capable, philanthropic
, respectful of elders and
teachers, self-reliant and
possess five strengths in-
cluding physical strength,
intellectual strength, moral
strength, etc.

The scout association,
whose motto is “Be always
ready”, is social organiza-
tion free from military and
political influences and its
members are required to do
a good deed each day in ac-
cordance with it slogan “Do
a good deed each day”, the
president pointed out.

In conclusion, the pres-
ident urged the scouts to try
their best to become out-
standing youths who are ca-
pable of building the future
nation.

Then,

the president

W

PreS|dent U Thein Sein cordially meets townselders and local re3|dents in Mogok —IPRD

signed in the guest book of
the camp before receiving
a souvenir of the camp pre-
sented by the scouts.

Afterwards, the pres-
ident warmly greeted the
youths and viewed capabili-
ties of the scouts before pos-
ing for documentary photo-
graphs with senior scouts,
boy scouts and girl guides.

A total of 910 members
including 780 boys, girls
and senior scouts from ba-
sic education schools and
universities and 130 super-
visory teachers have been
participating in the camp
since 30 April.

The president and par-
ty later proceeded to Mog-
ok by helicopter where the
president was warmly greet-
ed by local national races.

Then, the president
heard reports on the Mogok
Lake by Union Minister U
Myint Hlaing and Direc-
tor-General UKyaw Myint
Hlaing at the project site.

Afterwards, U Tun
Shwe, a local people
thanked the president for
renovation of the lake.

Later, the president
greeted the local people
warmly.

In his speech in Mog-

Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann explains
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Speaker Thura U Shwe Mann holds talks at seminar on elections at Carnegie
Endownment in Washington DC.—wm~a

WasuingTon  DC, 3
May — Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw and Pyithu Hluttaw
Speaker Thura U Shwe
Mann attended a seminar on
Elections 2015 in Myanmar
held in the headquarters of

Carnegie Endownment in
Washington DC on 1 May.
The speaker stressed

cooperation among the
government,  parliament,
people, political parties

and social organizations in

making the elections free
and fair, saying the com-
ing elections are crucial for
Myanmar. According to
him, international observ-
ers have been invited.

He also met National

Democratic Institute (NDI),
International ~ Republican
Institute (IRI) and Inter-
national Foundation for
Electoral Systems (IFES) at
NDI’s headquarters.

At the meeting, they
discussed the development
of democratic reform in
Myanmar and issues related
to the successful holding of
elections in 2015.

On 2 May, Speak-
er Thura U Shwe Mann
and his entourage visited
Smithsonian Air and Space
Museum, where they ob-
served the invention of the
airplane by Wright broth-
ers, aircraft used in World
War I, aircraft in use, and
NASA'’s first spacecraft.

They also visited the
Freer Gallery of Art and the
Arthur M. Sackler Gallery,
where a curator of Asian
culture showed them round
the gallery.

MNA

ok, the president said that
the renovation of the lake
is being carried out with
the special fund to prevent
floods in Mogok during
rainy seasons, to supply
clean drinking water, to
create recreational facility
for the people based on the
genuine good-will.

It is necessary for local
people to cooperate with the
government for the conser-
vation of the lake, the presi-
dent pointed out.

The government has
given priority to food,
clothing and shelter, drink-
ing water, electricity and
smooth transportation and

infrastructures are being
built for sustainable devel-
opment of the country, the
president added.

Then, the president
added that natural resources
alone cannot be relied upon
for sustainable development
and it is necessary to estab-
lish business based on ed-
ucation. In conclusion, the
president urged local people
to find ways and means to
leave natural resources of
the town to posterity.

The president and party
viewed round the develop-
ment of the town before go-
ing back to Nay Pyi Taw in
the afternoon.—MNA

Preliminary draft of
violence against women to
complete in late June

By Khaing Thanda Lwin

Yancon, 3 May — A
preliminary draft of the law
on prevention of violence
against women is expected
to be finalized in late June, a
network of women’s rights
activists told The Global
New Light of Myanmar on
Saturday.

The law includes tough
penalties for serious sexual
assaults. Since 2013, it has
been drafted by the Minis-
try of Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement in cooper-
ation with partner organiza-
tions to eliminate violence
against women.

“Some chapters need
further coordination for the
scrutiny of terms and defini-
tions,” said Daw May Sabei
Phyu, joint secretary of the
Working Group for Vio-

lence against Women.

At a press conference
three months ago, she said
“plans are under way to dis-
seminate knowledge about
the law to the public when
it comes out as the majori-
ty of women are not aware
of the legal protections they
deserve.”

Most Myanmar wom-
en experience physical and
psychological harassment
from their partners, many
of whom have to financial-
ly rely on their spouses, ac-
cording to Gender Equality
Network’s research paper
released in February. In or-
der to raise gender-related
knowledge among people,
GEN is planning to conduct
awareness campaigns in
June and July.—GNLM
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Residents pour water at Bo tree, offer provisions to monks
NvyaunGLEBIN, 3 May YMBA organized the wa- fullmoon day of Kason and in Nyaunglebin, Bago Re- ‘{' 7’{&'{\’-"“,
— Nyaunglebin Township ter pouring at Bo tree on 96" rice offering ceremony gion, on 2 May. MRS "\‘ ':
: : : : Members of YMBA SRR B 55
poured water at Bo tree in |57 7 Vo £
the precinct of Maha Tilaw- @? _ ot
ka Thanyabu Kyauktawgyi St A P
Pagoda in the morning. S SAT
Local people and t ‘e F A :'?,,..J.,_,.
well-wishers  from var- ¥ AN "‘{'1
ious regions including J TL iJL "; AT e L T
Township  Administrator G TR $ ':_" 7z
U Thein Zaw Kan and ser- r‘;} | "'\ Mandalay Nyaungshw} '.__?
vicemen and family mem- T \',/ (e Ya e
bers from No 20 Light gy (L b Lolem 12 i
Infantry Regiment and \_,} AN <Tatk0n | Lt
lf\ 3 _,3 " Fratd

police offered provisions
worth more than K 25.13

million to 1,086 members '3; ﬁ \ xjf i
of the Sangha from 94 Ve ‘;__E
monasteries. Myatnaung\o?% ?oﬁ \‘
Nay Lin (Nyaunglebin) -\%‘Nyaﬁgkbm 8
! < e T é AN
~ Yangon 1
Re3|dents plan to bund pagoda In Zabuthlrl Tsp e Y 0
Nay Pyi Taw, 3 : "g';; | E
May — Member of Nay 2}_ l'
Pyi Taw Council U Myo LN
Nyunt held talks with local ) o
residents and well-wish- LT
ers on construction of a §Dboo<><><>o<><><><><><>o<><><> Y ’:
nine-elbow-high  pagoda ’ . akl:
(13.5-foot-high) in front % Topay’s % M ‘x.
of Pyinnya Theikdi Dham- MYANMAR “'j ,."
mayon in Zabuthiri Town- "| ",
ship on Sunday. NEWS SITES § 4]
He donated 100 bags O0D00000000000 ‘y }‘l

of cement for construction
of the pagoda to officials.

At the staff quarters in
the ward, the council mem-
ber cordially conversed
with staff and urged them
to grow vegetables and
kitchen crops in the rainy
season and security meas-
ures of the buildings.

The council member

and officials visited a suc-
cessful completion cere-
mony of Maha Pathana rec-

Mdy Region CCI exchange
view with Japanese officials

ManpaLAY, 3 May —
Vice Chairman of Manda-
lay Region Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
U Kyaw Min and execu-
tives held talks with, Mr
Nobuy Oshi Wkabayashi
of Human Resources and
Industrial ~ Development
Group and party at Man-
dalay Region CCI Office at

Yadanabon Super Centre at
the corner of 78" and 34"
streets in Chanayethazan
Township on 1 May.

They exchanged views
on trade, transport, hotel
service, agriculture, human
resources and a plan to im-
plement the stock exchange
in Myanmar.

Thiha Ko Ko (Mandalay)

itation at the Dhammayon
in Thukha Theikdi Ward
in Zabuthiri Township and

offered alms to members of
the Sangha.
Shwe Kokko

Firefighters show excellent
skills in demonstration to mark
Myanmar Fire Brigade Day

Monywa, 3 May —
The 69" Anniversary of
Myanmar Fire Brigade Day
will be held at the office of
Sagaing Region Fire Servic-
es Department in Nandawun
Ward, Monywa, Sagaing
Region, on 5 May, accord-
ing to the Sagaing Region
government.

An official of Region
Fire Services Department
said, “This year, firefighters
will demonstrate their skills
in putting out of fire at high-
rise buildings with the use of
ladders. The contests for fire
drill and use of fire trucks
and light fire engines will be
conducted in commemora-
tion of the Fire Brigade Day.
Moreover, officials  will
present prizes to outstand-
ing members and stations
for training courses and the
cleanest stations on 5 May.”

More  than 1,000
members from district and
township fire stations un-
der Sagaing Region FSD
will participate in the skill
demonstration.

Po Chan (Monywa)

New transformers
come into operation to
supply electricity at full
capacity

Lanknio, 3 May —
Electricians led by Langk-
ho District electrical engi-
neer U Aung Naing Oo of
Shan State (South) installed
transformers in Langkho
and Mongnai townships
on 28 April for supplying
electricity to local residents
at full capacity.

Shan State government
allotted the fund for instal-
lation of three 11/0.4 KV,
200 KVA transformers in

2014-15 fiscal years. These
three transformers were
installed in Wamloi Ward,
East Ywamagyi Ward and
Pinwong ward in Langkho.

Electricians also in-
stalled three more trans-
formers in Mongnai Town-
ship on 28 April.

Thanks to installation
of new transformer, they
can use sufficiency of elec-
tricity, said a local resident.

Hsaung Hnin Latt (IPRD)
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MyaNaUNG, 3 May
— A ceremony to present
prizes to outstanding train-
ees in the summer Bud-
dhist culture course was
held at Phayagyi monas-
tery in Shwekyin village,
Myanaung Township, Ay-
eyawady Region on 30
April.

Patron of the organ-
izing committee for the
training course Bhaddanta
Indavudha gave words of
advices.

Ayeyawady  Region
Hluttaw MP U Aung Win
Swe and township officials
explained preservation of
Myanmar culture, lineage
and Buddhism.

Officials presented
outstanding trainees in the
examination of the training
course.—Win Bo (Town-
ship IPRD)

Buddhist cultural course for

2. Tarid
AL e T

local youths
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Tawwi Village receives free clinic for
health care services

NYAUNGLEBIN, 3 May
— A free clinic was held
in Tawwi model village in

ciation Dr Myint Than
(Nyaunglebin) and officials
cut the ribbon to open the

while Dr Myint Thein of
the Township Sangha Hos-
pital explained health care

Myanmar,

Japan ink

MoU on contribution to
agricultural sector

ManDaLAY, 3 May
— Mandalay Region
Ministry of Agriculture
and Livestock Breeding
signed a MoU on con-
tribution to the Devel-
opment of Human Re-
sources for agriculture
in the Mandalay Region
with the Japan’s OICSA
International ~ Myanmar
at Mandalay Hill Resort
Hotel in Aungmyethazan
Township recently.

Mandalay Region
Minister for Planning and
Economy U Aung Zan ex-
pressed thanks for assis-
tance of Japan in agricul-

ture sector of the region.

They signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding.

With the assistance of
Japan’s Mitsubishi Cor-
poration, a rural region
development agriculture
and livestock breeding
school was held in Pa-
khangyi Village, Yesagyo
Township, Magway Re-
gion.

According to the offi-
cials, an agricultural tech-
nological school will be
established in Mandalay
Region soon.

Thiha Ko Ko
(Mandalay)

Local residents pay respect to
senior citizens

Nyaunglebin ~ Township, clinic. services to the people.
Bago Region, on 1 May. Chairman of the Town- The clinic opens twice 5 )
Hteintabin monas- ship Writers Association a month to provide health :

tery Sayadaw U Tejaniya,
Chairman of Nyaunglebin
Township Writers Asso-

Dr Myint Than (Nyaun-
glebin) spoke about advan-
tages of opening the clinic

care services to needy pa-
tients from the region.
Nay Lin (Nyaunglebin)

-
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NYAUNGSHWE,
— Outstanding students
from Inlay Khaungdaing
recreation camp visited the
significant places in Inlay
Lake on 2 May.

3 May

They visited agri-
cultural farms in Kaylar
village, Sein Thamadi sil-
versmith industry in Heya
Ywama village and weav-
ing industries in Inpawk-
hon village and paid hom-
age to Alodawpauk and
PhaungdawU pagodas.

“This is my first trip
to Inlay. I enjoyed fine
weather. | was very hap-
py on my trip by boat in

Tatkon, 3 May —
The 5" ceremony to pay
respects to older persons
took place at Myat Min-
galar Hall in Hsinthay Vil-

lage, Tatkon Township, on

2 May. Secretary of the or-
ganizing committee U Nyi
Htwe spoke about purpose
of holding the ceremony.

Outstandlng students visit Inlay Lake

Inlay Lake. | paid homage
to pagodas in the lake and
had much experience from
the trip,” said Maung Nyi
Nyi Zaw from Phyu Basic
Education High School
No 2.

The students visited
the booths displayed at the
recreation camp by Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Edu-
cation Department, Health
Department, Information
and Public Relations De-
partment, Irrigation De-
partment, Public Works,
Fisheries Department and
Forest Department.

Nay Myo Thurein

The residents donated
clothes and medicines to 11
grandpas and 25 grandmas
of above 75.

Tin Soe Lwin (Tatkon)
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Customers select bonded goods at the Zhongdamen
Bonded Commaodity 020 shopping centre in
Zhengzhou, capital of central China’s Henan
Province, on 2 May, 2015. As a project of the “Belt
and Road”, the bonded shopping centre selling
bonded goods from over 60 countries and regions
opened on Saturday.—XINHUA

i

Cross-Strait economic forum opens in Shanghal

SHANGHAL, 3 May —
The 10" Cross-Strait Eco-
nomic, Trade and Culture
Forum, a regular meeting
between the Chinese main-
land and Taiwan, opened
on Sunday in Shanghai.

Yu Zhengsheng, top
political advisor and sen-
ior leader of the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC),
and Eric Chu, chairman of
the Kuomintang (KMT),
attended the opening cere-
mony.

On behalf of the CPC
Central Committee and Xi
Jinping, general secretary
of the CPC Central Com-
mittee, Yu, a member of
the Standing Committee of
the Political Bureau of the
CPC Central Committee,
congratulated on the forum.

In his speech, Yu said
the mainland and Taiwan
should discuss ways for
the island to participate in
the Asian Infrastructure In-
vestment Bank (AlIB).

Talks may also encom-
pass the Belt and Road In-
itiative and some regional
economic cooperation op-
portunities, to develop the

international market and
improve the competitive-
ness of the whole Chinese
economy, he said.

The two sides should
assure the peaceful devel-
opment of relations by ad-
hering to the 1992 Consen-
sus and opposing “Taiwan
independence”, according
to Yu, who is also chair-
man of the National Com-
mittee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative
Conference.

“Contact and exchange
between young people
from both sides will help
them realize their dreams,”
Yu said, calling for a bet-
ter deal for young people
living, studying, working
or starting businesses away
from their hometowns on
the other side of the Taiwan
Strait, regardless of where
they originate.

Yu asked the forum to
continue its focus on wel-
fare with exchanges of eco-
nomic policy and industrial
plans. Efforts to help ordi-
nary people, small and me-
dium-sized enterprises as
well as farmers and fisher-

Photo taken on 3 May, 2015 shows the opening
ceremony of the 10" Cross-Strait Economic, Trade
and Culture Forum in Shanghai, east China. The 10"
Cross-Strait Economic, Trade and Culture Forum,
a regular forum between the Chinese mainland and
Taiwan, opened in Shanghai on Sunday. —XINHUA

men should be considered,
he said.

The forum should in-
vite opinions from a wid-
er spectrum of people to
cover both major issues of
cross-Strait  development
and specific practical mat-
ters.

Pledging better cross-
Strait development, Eric
Chu said in his speech that
the KMT would be respon-
sible for the public, the next

generation and history.

He said the peaceful
development must contin-
ue and efforts should be
made to deepen cross-Strait
exchanges and make the
benefits of achievements
in cross-Strait development
accessible for more.

He said the KMT will
work to advance the cross-
Strait relations on the basis
of the 1992 Consensus.

Xinhua

China, Japan SKorea commlt to economic policies supporting demand

Baku, 3 May — Central
bankers and finance minis-
ters from China, Japan and
South Korea said on Sunday
they remained committed to
policies to support demand
in the face of moderate and
uneven global growth.

The policymakers
for the three North Asian
economies held a trialateral
meeting, chaired by Japan’s
Deputy Prime Minister and
Finance Minister Taro Aso,
on the sidelines of an Asian
Development Bank Meeting
in Baku, Azerbaijan.

Their joint statement
noted that global economy
was passing through an un-
certain phase, and growth
remained moderate and was
following divergent paths.

“We are committed
to continue implementing
timely and effective macro-
economic policies in order
to help boost demand,” the
statement said.

Japanese Fmance Mmlster Taro Aso (3 from L) and Bank of Japan Gov Haruhiko
Kuroda (3 from R) pose for a group photo with their counterparts from China
and South Korea in Azerbaijan capital Baku on 3 May, 2015, before their meeting.
Kyopo NEws

“Structural reforms to
increase potential growth
should continue to remain a

high priority for a sustaina-
ble and balanced growth.”
The statement also

urged a caution in monetary
policy. “In an uncertain en-
vironment of global econo-

Some 60 temples destroyed in Nepal’s earthquake

Katamanpu, 3 May
— An initial assessment
report from Nepal’s ar-
chaeology authorities
showed that around 60
temples across the nation
have been destroyed in the
25 April earthquake.

The report from the
Department of Archae-
ology (DoA) in the Min-
istry of Culture, Tourism

and Civil Aviation said
on Sunday that more than
200 monuments have been
partly damaged.

The authorities have
been in a hard bid to col-
lect ruins consisting of
valuable materials from
monument sites.

The collection and
preservation process has
been underway at loca-

tions including the Bas-
antapur Durbar Square,
Bhaktapur Durbar Square
and Patan Durbar Square,
all of which are UNESE-
CO World Heritage Sites.

Local residents and
volunteers have joined the
military and police per-
sonnel to search for the
remaining crafted wooden
beams, idols, struts and

silver and copper items at
the quake-jolted venues.
The earthquake has
also done great harm to
Nepal’s tourism indus-
try as at least 14 historic
buildings have been de-
stroyed or severely dam-
aged, including 12 on the
list of UNESCO World
Heritage.
Xinhua

my, monetary policy settings
should be carefully calibrat-
ed and clearly communi-
cated to minimize negative
spillovers,” it said.

Many economists have
warned that expected in-
terest rate hikes by the US
Federal Reserve at a time
when many other central
banks continue to pursue
loose monetary policies
could cause volatility in
capital flows and exchange
rates. “When dealing with
possible  macroeconomic
and financial stability risks
arising from volatile capital
flows, the necessary macroe-
conomic policy adjustments
could be supported by mac-
ro-prudential policies,” the
statement said.

For many vyears the
engine of global economic
growth, Asian economies
are struggling to maintain
momentum.

Growth in China, the

world’s second largest econ-
omy, slipped to a six-year
low of 7.0 percent in the first
quarter.

Japan, the third largest
economy, rebounded from
recession in the final quar-
ter of last year, but the 2.2
percent growth was still re-
garded as subdued, and the
economy has some way to
go before fully emerging
from years of debilitating
deflation.

South Korea’s Finance
Minister Choi Kyung-hwan
told journalists in Baku that
his country’s growth rate this
year was likely to be similar
to the 3.3 percent growth
posted in 2014. He said poli-
cymakers were likely to wait
until the end of June before
assessing  whether  more
stimulus  measures  were
needed. The four-day annual
meeting of the ADB’s board
of governors began on Satur-
day.—Reuters

Tsunami warnings lifted after
quake off Japan

Tokyo, 3 May — Tsunami warnings were lifted for Jap-
anese islands early on Sunday after they experienced a series
of small waves following an earthquake, public broadcaster
NHK said. Tsunamis of up to 50 centimetres were recorded
in the Izu and Ogasawara islands stretching south of Tokyo,
before the Japan Meteorological Agency lifted warnings at
4:10 am (1910 GMT on Saturday), NHK said.

Japanese authorities put the magnitude of the quake
at 5.9. Earlier, the United States Geological Survey put the
quake at 6.1, revising the reading to 5.7, centred 185 km (115
miles) south-southeast of the Izu islands.—Reuters
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N Korea detains
S Korean based In
US for illegal entry:
KCNA

BeuiNng, 3 May —
North Korean author-
ities have detained a
21-year-old South Ko-
rean student based in the
United States for alleg-
edly entering the coun-
try illegally last month
from the Chinese bor-
der, the official (North)
Korean Central News
Agency reported on Sat-
urday.

The report iden-
tified him as Joo Won
Moon, saying he was
“arrested while illegally
entering the DPRK af-
ter crossing the Amnok
River from Dandong,
China on 22 April.”
DPRK is an acronym
for the country’s official
name — the Democrat-
ic People’s Republic of
Korea.

Nepal seeks helicopters, tents as quake death toll

Katamanou, 3 May
— As the official death
toll topped 7,000, offi-
cials on Saturday were
seeking more helicopters
to carry relief supplies to
hundreds of thousands of
people waiting for help
in far-flung areas made
unreachable by road due
to landslides triggered by
the devastating quake that
rocked Nepal a week ago.

Police headquarters on
Saturday night confirmed
that the death toll stands
at 7,074, with the num-
ber of injured exceeding
14,000. Nearly 141,000
houses were destroyed in
the magnitude 7.8 quake,
while 150,158 others sus-
tained damage, according
to official figures.

“Relief supplies have
reached the headquarters
of all affected districts. But
taking the supplies from
the district headquarters
to villages cut off by land-
slides can only be done by
airdrop,” Home Ministry
spokesman Laxmi Prasad
Dhakal told Kyodo News.

Dhakal said Nepal
needs more helicopters,
about 400,000 tents, food,
and medicine, in this order
of priority.

Nepal Army spokes-
man Jagadish Pokharel
said available helicopters,

The report said Joo
is a student of New York
University and has per-
manent residency in the
United States.

It said Joo ‘“‘admit-
ted that his illegal entry
was a serious violation
of the law” and that he
is being investigated by
state authorities.

There was no im-
mediate reaction by the
South Korean govern-
ment to the report.

North Korea last
year released three
Americans it had ac-
cused of trying to sub-
vert the state, one of
whom had been held for
two years. Last month,
Pyongyang deported a
US humanitarian aid
worker on spying charg-
es.—Kyodo News

including those from the
Nepal Army, Indian Air
Force, and private airlin-
ers, are taking advantage
of good weather Saturday
to deliver supplies to af-
fected districts.

“On Friday, more than
80 percent supplies that
had arrived from various
countries at the warehouse
at Kathmandu’s airport
were delivered. The pace
of delivery by air and by
land has been swift Satur-
day too,” he said.

In Kathmandu, fresh
vegetables are available,
power has been mostly re-
stored, and telecommuni-
cations are back to normal.

But there is still
fear among people about
whether it is safe to stay
indoors, either because
their houses and shops
have developed cracks or
those in their neighbour-
hoods have.

“I opened my shop
on Friday, but people in
the neighbourhood say the
nearby housing complex
will collapse at any mo-
ment,” said Rajyalaxmi
Shahi, a 35-year-old meat
seller, whose shop is locat-
ed in front of the 17-story
Silver City Apartments lo-
cated in Kathmandu’s Ka-
likasthan district.

The apartment com-

Japan vows to boost ODA to Cuba In
ters’ talks

foreign mini

Havana, 3 May —
Japanese Foreign Minister
Fumio Kishida pledged on
Saturday to boost Japan’s
official development as-
sistance to Cuba as he met
with his counterpart Bruno
Rodriguez in Havana as
the first top Japanese dip-
lomat to visit the country.

Kishida also met later
in the day with Cuban Pres-
ident Raul Castro, who ex-
pressed a hearty welcome
to his “historic” visit to
the Caribbean country and
called for further strength-
ening economic and other
bilateral ties, as well as
with former Cuban leader
Fidel Castro at his home,
the Japanese minister said.

The two ministers
also agreed to set up a new
framework for dialogue
between the governments
and companies of both
countries, Kishida told re-
porters.

The meetings come in
the wake of recent progress
in negotiations between
Cuba and the United States
to restore diplomatic ties

after the leaders of the two
nations met last month for
the first time in more than
50 years.

“We would like to
start grant aid in earnest,”
including providing med-
ical equipment for cancer
treatment, Kishida said in
his meeting with Rodri-
guez.

Tokyo has given grant
aid only for small projects
in Cuba so far, but is now
planning a hundreds of
million yen project for the
next fiscal year, Japanese
officials said.

Cuba hopes to beef up
cooperation with Japan in
trade, investment and tech-
nology among other areas,
Rodriguez told Kishida.

The two confirmed
that the envisaged dialogue
at a joint public-private
conference, which the two
sides aim to launch in the
fall, will cover the ongoing
economic reforms in Cuba
aimed at luring foreign in-
vestment and improving
the business environment
along with employment

People line up to receive relief supplies in the Nepali
capital Kathmandu on 2 May, 2015, a week after a
devastating earthquake struck the Himalayan country.
Kyopo NEws

plex has visible cracks,
and its occupants have va-
cated it.

“I am living else-
where right now. I want to
be sure it’s safe to move
back in,” said Sanju Karki,
49, a housewife whose flat
is on the ninth floor of the
apartment complex.

To help dispel such
uncertainty, 1,000 volun-
teers from the Nepal En-
gineering Association are
assessing structural dam-
age in Kathmandu and of-
fering advice to people on
whether it is safe to stay in
their dwellings.

“According to our
assessment, 10 percent

of houses still standing in
Kathmandu are uninhabit-
able now because they are
very unsafe,” said Dhruba
Thapa, president of the
association. “In total, 30
percent houses suffered
damage, but two-thirds of
them can be repaired,” he
told Kyodo News.

There are  some
100,000 houses in Kath-
mandu, according to the
association.

Currently, there are
still 2,500 people camped
out in Tudihkel, the largest
open space in Kathmandu.

Col Prayog Rana of
the Nepal Army, who is
managing the camp, said

Japanese Foreign Minister Fumio Kishida (L) meets

-l
~am

with Cuban President Raul Castro in Cuban capital

Havana on 2 May, 2015. Kishida arrived in Havana

on 30 April as the first top Japanese diplomat to visit
the country.—Kyopo NEws

and tax systems, the offi-
cials said.

Japan hopes to
strengthen its ties with
Cuba, which it sees as a
potential investment des-
tination, in wide-ranging
areas such as infrastructure
development, tourism and
the medical field.

Banking on Cuba’s
close ties with North Ko-
rea, Kishida also asked his

tops 7,000

some people who had left
the camp in the past few
days returned after finding
their houses too unsafe to
live in.

Since taking over
management of the camp
on Monday when there
were as many as 11,000
people there, the army has
set up toilets and proper
tents. Food and water pro-
vided by foreign nations
is being distributed regu-
larly.

“I think the people
staying here now will be
here for a very long time.
They don’t have any other
safe shelter,” Rana said.

At the camp, 50 Japa-
nese Self-Defence Forces
personnel were providing
medical aid on Saturday.
People were being treated
for ailments ranging from
knee injuries to insomnia.

“I am grateful that
they came from far away
to help us,” said Shan-
tamaya Majhi, 47, who
received treatment from
the Japanese team. Majhi,
who saw on television the
devastation in northeastern
Japan wrought by the large
tsunami  that occurred
there four years ago, said
she never imagined that
a disaster on such a scale
could happen in Nepal.

Kyodo News

counterpart to help Japan
resolve the issue of Japa-
nese nationals abducted in
the past by the neighbour-
ing Asian country.

The two ministers also
agreed to launch a bilateral
dialogue on UN reforms,
as Japan aims to be a per-
manent member of the Se-
curity Council, according
to the officials.

Kyodo News

Singapore
PM
congratulates
Prince
William, Kate
on newborn
princess

SINGAPORE, 3 May —
Singapore’s Prime Min-
ister Lee Hsien Loong
on Sunday congratulated
Prince William and Kate
Middleton on their new-
born princess.

“Congrats to Prince
William and Kate on the
birth of their daughter! Re-
member warmly their visit
to us in 2012. Happy that
they have an SG50 baby!”
PM Lee wrote on his Face-
book page.

Singapore’s President
Tony Tan Keng Yam will
be sending the couple an
SG50 Baby Jubilee Gift,
commemorating the prin-
cess’s birth in the year that
Singapore celebrates its
50th birthday, he added.

Britain’s Duchess of
Cambridge Kate gave birth
to a girl baby on Saturday.
The royal couple’s first son,
Prince George, was born in
July 2013.—Xinhua
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ployers and employees.

Monday, 4 May, 2015
The minimum wage

and basic human needs
By Myint Win Thein

t has been a long time since the minimum

I wage law was enacted by the government
and rules for the law were issued, but the
law cannot still be enforced as it requires an
agreement on the minimum wage between em-

An agreement needs a common ground but it
is very difficult for employers and employees to
reach a consensus on the minimum wage. This is
because the higher the minimum wage, the less
the profits for employers, while the lower the
minimum wage, the fewer the chances employees
have for meeting the basic needs of their families.
Since human beings have their own basic needs, it
is impossible for them to survive for long without
meeting their basic needs.

Let alone the minimum wage, nothing in the
world should restrict the basic needs of people.
The minimum wage should therefore be set based
on no other factors than the cost of living for
meeting the basic needs of people. Under such
circumstances, the government can play a posi-

tive role in setting the minimum wage by giving

incentives to employers for raising the mini-
mum wage by for example offering tax exemp-
tions and providing employees with their basic
needs such as lowcost housing and healthcare
that every citizen is entitled to. This will actual-
ly turn the challenges into opportunities.

Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and contributions.
If you have any comments or would like to submit
editorials, analyses or reports please email wallace.
tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

A Visit to Room No.113 of the Bago Hostel

By Dr. Saw Mra Aung

13 February 2015. Though

winter was retreating, the air
was still laden with snow. Off
and on, gusts of wind came rush-
ing through the groves of sylvan
perennial trees standing straight
and lofty in the cool campus of
historic ~ Yangon  University.
Golden sun-beams were netting
down through the canopy of
shady trees. The wintry sun was
emitting its faint but undying
rays above the tops of the trees. |
found myself near the main-gate,
leaving my friends some distance
behind. Before me was the Adhi-
padhi (Chancellor) Road leading
to the Convocation Hall, which
seemed to be greeting the stu-
dents and teachers scurrying,
some in files, some in groups and
some individually. | was heading
sluggishly along the Adhipadhi
Road for the Recreational Centre,
where snacks were being sold in
commemoration of the 100th
birth-day of Bogyoke Aung San.
On reaching the spot right in
front of the gate into the com-
pound in which the Inwa Hostel,
the Sagaing Hostel, the Pinya
Hostel, the Bago Hostel, the Tha-
ton Hostel stand, the song titled
“Bahmar Hero” composed about
Bogyoke Aung San by Thahaya
Saya Tin wafted to my ears with
a gale of wintry wind going thus

I t was on the late morning of

. Cr]O% OQDG[QOOS 83’)0%6:(7)(70)(6
ggcﬁe:ﬁoéao%m% 3"3.6\18(7)98:808 Q%}Zq
ocS..” (Every parent of our Myan-
mar must give birth to a patriotic
hero like Bo Aung San). All of a
sudden, | felt my hair stand on
end and became effervescent
with a surge of strong love for my
people and country. My steps
veered unconsciously off the
Adhipadhi Road and made a bee
line for the Bago Hostel from
which the song was emanating,
following the tarred footpath
winding through the hedges. Lo!
A Bogyoke birth-day commemo-
rative photo-exhibition was be-

ing celebrated tumultuously in
front of the Bago Hostel where
he stayed during his university
days for six years from 1932 to
1937.

When | reached the hedge
lining before the Pinya Hostel ad-
jacent to the Bago Hostel, |
hurled a glance at the direction
where the latter was standing.
There was a hustle and bustle of
students and teachers milling
around the photographs and post-
ers exhibited in front of the hos-
tel. The short foot-path approach-
ing the portico of the hostel was
lined on both sides with a series
of old black and white photo-
graphs posted. Before the series
of photographs were the two
large photographs of Bogyoke
seated in a chair - in a Myanmar
jacket and a silken longyi in cur-
licued patterns in one photo and
in military uniform in the other.
Then came a succession of old
photographs depicting the life of
Bogyoke. At the very beginning
of the line were the photo-copies
of the certificate of B.A degree
Bogyoke obtained from Yangon
University on 13 July 1940, the
invitation card of Bogyoke Aung
San and Daw Khin Kyi wedding
reception which took place in the
year 1304 Myanmar Era and the
letter given to Daw Khin Kyi by
Bogyoke reading “lo3adeq o[gio5s,
%@'):qq& 09:53]50’)&3” (My darling
Kyi, | want to eat steamed garden
peas and Nanpya (Roti), if possi-
ble). In addition to the photo-
graphs, some books written about
Bogyoke were put on display.
Under a large shady tree right in
front of the portico was erected a
large picture in black and white
of Bogyoke. As the work was so
aesthetic and artistic, | observed
it at the close-range. While | was
doing so, Ko Htein Lin, one of
the organizers of the celebration,
came and explained patiently to
me that it was sent from Russia
and that the picture was drawn
out of numerous fibers woven,
not in paint. Then | learnt from
the organizers that room. No.113

where Bogyoke stayed at this
hostel during his last university
days was kept open to the public.

So quickly upstairs | went.
When | got to the front of the
room, | saw a great spectator
pushing and pulling one another.
So | had to elbow my way
through them and cast a sweep-
ing look into the room. In the
room were a bed-stead, an old
umbrella hanging and some old
photographs on the wall and a ta-
ble with some old books on it.
When | descended from the room
No. 113, | noticed the spectator
in front of the hostel growing
larger, some students and teach-
ers standing before the old photo-
graphs exhibited, some writing
down something in their note-
books, some looking blankly into
the photographs as if visualizing
the images of Bogyoke, some do-
ing photographing with their
hand-phones.

At 11 am, | left the Bago
Hostel. The song “Bahmar Hero”
was dying away gradually into
the thin layer of hot day-time air
as | got greater distance from the
hostel. | looked up. The sun was
ablaze against the cloudless az-
ure sky. But | thought of Bogy-
oke to no end all the way back
home...

Bogyoke Aung San was
born of U Phar and Daw Su at
Nat Mauk on 13 February 1915.
Although he was named Htain
Lin, he was called Aung San at
the suggestion of his elder broth-
er U Aung Than who wanted his
younger brother’s name to rhyme
with his. Maung Aung San start-
ed learning at U Sobhita’s mo-
nastic school in Nat Mauk. He
was an industrial student, al-
though his parents fussed over
him. Since childhood, he had
been a deep thinker and a reticent
boy. But he was an endless glib
talker when it came to his inter-
esting topics. He was also crazy
for listening to musical instru-
ments playing. A boy of a few
words as he was, some of his in-
telligent questions cornered el-

POEM

Fhe Gueat Shwedagen

Some two thousand six hundred years ago, Taphussa and Bhalika,
two merchant brothers from(what is now)the land of Myanmar,
journeyed west to the land of Lord Gautama Buddha,
the Supreme Self-Enlightened One of Badda Kabar.
They went to pay homage where He was residing,
and offered Him honey cakes and received His blessing,
and were bestowed with Eight Strands of His Hair
a precious gift for them to their land to bear.
Arriving back, they offered the relics to the King of the land
who enshrined relics of three previous Buddhas and
the Eight Sacred Hairs of Lord Gautama Buddha
in what is believed to be a forty four cubits high Pagoda
atop a hill known as Singuttra to this day
for the multitudes of the land, homage to pay.
The successive Rulers and the people of Myanmar
built It up to It’s present three hundred and sixty feet stature
and gilded It from It’s base to It’s pinnacle,
crowned by a Hti studded with priceless jewels.
Known to the world as the Golden Shwedagon Pagoda
enshrining Sacred Hair Relics of the Lord Gautama Buddha
built during His lifetime in a land afar.
It’s the Jewel of Myanmar, and pride of Yangon, (the historic Dagon).
Shimmering in the day and lit up at night,
It’s golden glow for miles around, an awe inspiring sight.

Lokethar

derly people. Although he was
open to boys, he used to shy away
from girls. He abhorred telling
lies. Once, while Daw Su was
trading in rice, he revealed its ac-
tual purchase price in the pres-
ence of the customers. So his
mother felt uneasy due to her
youngest son’s openness. On an-
other occasion, when he, togeth-
er with his friends and cousins,
was caught red-handed playing in
the village from which they were
prohibited by U Sobhita, all his
friends managed to escape from
the canning of Sayadaw by fabri-
cating excuses. But he avoided
falsehood on pains of a good can-
ning given by the Sayadaw.
When he passed the sixth stand-
ard examination from the Sayad-
aw’s school, he transferred to Ye-

nanchaung Myoma National
School to continue with the sev-
enth standard. He came out the
ninth among the students from
the national schools in the whole
country when he passed the sev-
enth standard examination. So he
was awarded scholarship. He
was on the student’s union of the
school and participated actively
in the students’ activities, some-
times making demands to the
head-master for the students’
needs. As a clever student, espe-
cially competent in Pali due to a
good grounding acquired from U
Sobhita’s school, he passed the
tenth standard examination with
distinctions in Pali and Myan-
mar-sar from the State High
School of Yenanchaung in 1932.
(To be continued)
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Senior General Min Aung Hlaing comforts army

members wounded In action

Nay Pyt Taw, 3 May
—  Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing,
accompanied by senior mil-
itary officers, on Sunday
visited military hospitals in
Mingaladon township, Yan-
gon Region, where he spoke
words of encouragement
and comfort to officers and
soldiers wounded in action,
offering assistance in cash
and kind.

The senior general vis-
ited Kyaikhtihsaung Sayad-
aw Abhidhaja Agga Maha

Senior General Min
Aung Hlaing and wife
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla com-
fort patient at military
hospital in Mingaladon
Township.—MyAWADY

Saddhamma  Jotikadhaja
Bhaddanta Pannadipa who
is undergoing medical treat-
ment at Defence Services
General Hospital (1000-
bed) and fulfilled the re-
quirements.

The command-
er-in-chief asked after in-
dividual wounded army
members and fulfilled their
requirements for medical
treatment.

At Defence Services
Orthopaedic Hospital, he en-
couraged wounded officers
and soldiers and assured
them a guaranteed future
free from worries and anx-
ieties. He also encouraged
and comforted the families
of wounded officers and sol-
diers receiving treatment at
hospital. —Myawady

Calls for independent, ...

(from page 1)

During the event in
Yangon Sunday, the chair-
person of the National
League for Democracy
party and the chairperson
of the Pyithu Hluttaw Rule
of Law and Tranquility
Committee also called on

journalists to make more
efforts as social media has
brought press freedom to a
certain extent, demanding
greater ethics with dignity
in journalism as well.
Union Minister for In-
formation U Ye Htut also
stressed the importance

of conditions of safety for
journalists and editori-
al freedom for achieving
quality journalism.

People must seek cor-
rect information from a
non-biased and independ-
ent media and from dif-
ferent sources, he added.
Sardur Umar Alam, Res-
ident Representative of

45 works of Myanmar contemporary . . .

Paduka Seri Sultan Perak D

(from page 1)

organized the exhibition.

The show of the works
by the artists— Zaw Min,
Aung Thin Oo, Khin Zaw
Latt, Khin Maung Zaw,
Moe Nyo, Mon Thet, Pann
Kyi, Soe Soe (Labutta), Tin
Win (Beikthano), Tin Htay
Aung and Zay Yar Aye—
began on 21st April and
will continue until 20 May.

.
arul Ridzuan Sultan Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah
(Right) and Raja Permaisuri Perak Darul Ridzuan Tuanku Zara Salim
(Centre) attend the opening of “Masters of Myanmar Art” in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, on 21, April, 2015.—PHoTto: THE EDGE GALERIE

The one-month show
titled “Masters of Myan-
mar Art” is the result of
the keen interest of Datuk
Seri  Kalimullah Hassan,
chairman of ECM Libra
Financial Group Bhd and
a collector of Myanmar
art. He seeks to introduce
to Malaysian collectors the
extraordinary talents he has
encountered on his travels

to Yangon and other cities
in Myanmar for business
and leisure.

His Royal Highness
Paduka Seri Sultan Per-
ak Darul Ridzuan Sultan
Nazrin Muizzuddin Shah
opened the show on 21st
April and famous artists
and collectors of Malay-
sia were present at the
ceremony.

UNESCO, read a message
sent by United Nations
Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon,  Director-General
of UNESCO Irina Bokova
and United Nations High
Commissioner  for Hu-
man Rights Zeid Ra’ Ad
Al Hussein, saying that
quality journalism enables
citizens to make informed

decisions about their soci-
ety’s development and also
works to expose injustice,
corruption, and the abuse
of power.

For this, journalism
must be able to thrive in
an enabling environment in
which journalists can work
independently and with-
out undue interference and

in conditions of safety, he
added.

As part of the cele-
bration, the secretary of
the Myanmar Journalists
Network, a representative
from an ethnic-based me-
dia group, a journalism stu-
dent and a member of par-
liament held talks on press
freedom issues. — GNLM

Khin Zaw Latt, one of
the artists whose works are
on display, said that His
Royal Highness purchased
three paintings on the open-
ing day including two of his
own.

He said he is proud
that works by himself and
fellow artist Pann Kyi have
become part of the Royal
Family’s collection.

Proceeds from the sale
will be channeled to a char-
ity in Myanmar, according

to the Edge Galerie.
Masters of Myanmar
Art showcases the coming
together of traditional and
modern influences, inter-
twined with the cultural
identity of Myanmar artists,
said Ho Kay Tat, publisher
and chief executive officer
of the Edge Media Group.
From impressionism
to realism, the works of
this eclectic group of artists
explores contemporary My-
anmar art from all angles as

the viewer is exposed to a
mixture of nostalgic Myan-
mar life and colourful and
expressive abstract render-
ings, he added.

As Myanmar contin-
ues to develop economi-
cally, global attention will
be increasingly focused on
the Southeast Asian nation
and Myanmar art has al-
ready attracted the interest
of collectors from around
the world, according to Ma-
laysian collectors.—GNLM

Myanmar artists (Left to Right) Pann Kyi, Khin Maung Zaw, Khin Zaw
Latt, Soe Soe (Laputta), Tin Win (Beikthano), Mon Thet and Zay Yar Aye
await the arrival of Paduka Seri Sultan Perak Darul Ridzuan Sultan Nazrin
Muizzuddin Shah at the Edge Galerie. —PHoTO: THE EDGE GALERIE
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Conservatives take one
point lead over Labour
ahead of Britain’s 7 May
vote — YouGov

Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron gestures as he
delivers an election speech at an engineering factory in
Birmingham, Britain on 29 April, 2015. —REUTERS

LonpoN, 3 May—
Prime Minister David
Cameron’s  Conservative

Party has taken a one point
lead over the opposition
Labour Party, according to
a YouGov poll for The Sun-
day Times.

The poll showed the
Conservatives on 34 per-
cent, Labour on 33 percent,
the UK Independence Par-
ty on 13 percent, the Liber-
al Democrats on 8 percent
and the Greens on 5 per-
cent, the newspaper said.

A YouGov seat pro-
jection by the pollster’s
president Peter Kellner in-
dicated the Conservatives
would win 283 seats, La-
bour 261 seats, the Liberal
Democrats 32 seats and the
Scottish National Party 50
seats, the newspaper said.

Under that seat tally,
neither the Conservatives
nor Labour would have
an overall majority in the
650-seat Westminster Par-
liament.

Reuters

Polish fan’s death
after police action
leads to violent
clashes

Warsaw, 3 May — A
Polish soccer fan died on
Saturday after he was hit
by a rubber bullet fired by
police, leading to violent
clashes in a provincial
town hours later in which
14 officers were wounded,

police said.

Police in Knurow
faced a crowd of fans who
bombarded them with

petrol bombs and other
missiles after gathering
late on Saturday out-
side the hospital where
the 27-year-old was pro-
nounced dead.

The government had
launched an investigation
into the fan’s death, a
spokeswoman said.

“Molotov  cocktails,
stones and other things
were thrown towards the
officers. Fourteen officers
were wounded during the
incident and several ag-
gressive people were de-
tained,” Andrzej Gaska,
police spokesman in the

southern Silesia region,
said on Sunday.

The man died after
being hit in the neck by
the rubber bullet, fired as
police tried to quell sup-
porter violence during a
match on Saturday after-
noon between two low-
er-league Silesian teams.

The game was aban-
doned before half-time
after fans of both sides
invaded the pitch. Po-
lice said they intervened
to separate fighting fans,
who then turned on the
officers.

The government was
investigating both the
post-match violence and
the shooting incident “as
(to) ... whether the police
acted in accordance with
their prerogatives,” the
spokeswoman said.

Knurow was quiet on
Sunday but police were on
alert to quell any possible
further unrest there, Gas-
ka said.—Reuters

Festive Baltimore rallies in hope after police charged

BaLtTiMore, 3 May
Thousands of people
took to the streets of Balti-
more on Saturday as anger
over the death of a young
black man turned to hopes
for change following swift
criminal charges against
six police officers.

There was an upbeat
mood at the march from
the housing projects where
25-year-old Freddie Gray
was arrested last month to
a plaza in front of city hall
where the city’s chief pros-
ecutor announced charges
on Friday ranging from
murder to assault in his
death.

Police made at least
a dozen arrests of people
violating a 10 pm curfew
that was kept in place for
Saturday. But earlier in
the day, relaxed marchers
were snapping selfies with
police wearing uniform
rather than riot gear.

The arrests happened
after small groups of pro-
testers broke off from the
march, which had ended at
the West Baltimore inter-
section that was the scene
of looting on Monday after
the funeral for Gray.

Many in the largely
black city erupted with joy
after the officers involved
in the arrest were charged,
in contrast to what hap-
pened after the deaths of
unarmed black men over
the past year in Ferguson,
Missouri, and New York,
where authorities found
police broke no laws and
officers involved were not
charged.

Gray died on 19 April,
a week after suffering a
fatal spinal injury while in
police custody.

While the charges
announced by prosecutor
Marilyn Mosby brought re-

lief to the city of 620,000,
residents said they need-
ed to see justice served,
not only in Baltimore but
in other US communities
where they feel minorities
are disproportionately tar-
geted and badly treated by
police.

“We will gather in
peace and we will march
in peace and we will march
until police brutality ends
in the United States,” Ma-
lik Shabazz, president of
Black Lawyers for Justice,
which helped organize
Saturday’s march, told the
crowd.

Organized through
social media hashtags
#BlackLivesMatter  and
#BlackSpring, smaller ral-
lies took place in a number
of other US cities on Sat-
urday. In Seattle dozens
of people marched and
blocked traffic, but there
was no repeat of a row-
dy May Day marches that
ended with clashes with
police in Seattle, Portland
and Oakland on Friday.

Businesses and pro-

testers in Baltimore said
they were fed up with the
curfew and ready to move
on.

“It’s unnecessary. The
riot is over. The kids did
what they did but that’s
done. This is all peaceful
protest,” said James Brown
Jr, 27, as a crowd of a few
hundred people danced on
the street. “There is noth-
ing to be angry about. We
got what we wanted.”

On Friday, Mosby said
the Maryland state med-
ical examiner had ruled
Gray’s death a homicide.
She said he was unlawfully
arrested and the officers re-
peatedly ignored his pleas
for medical help while he
was handcuffed, shackled
and lying face down in the
back of a police van.

Gene Ryan, president
of the Baltimore Fraternal
Order of Police, said he
was disappointed with “the
apparent rush to judgment”
in charging the officers and
that they had done nothing
wrong.

The union launched

an online fundraising plea
on its website on Saturday
to cover legal expenses for
the officers. Online Mar-
yland court records did
not list a defence attorney
for any of the six — three
black and three white of-
ficers.

They were released on
bond on Friday.

No dates have been
set for trials but speakers
at Saturday’s rally in front
of city hall urged people to
ensure that they were reg-
istered to vote, so that they
can be called as jurors.

“We can’t get justice
for Freddie without 12 ju-
rors for Freddie. Get reg-
istered,” said civil rights
activist Kim Trueheart.

Baltimore  residents
have largely heeded the
curfew, put in place after
Monday when protests
turned violent and dozens
of buildings and vehicles
were burned. Twenty po-
lice were officers injured
and more than 200 people
arrested in the unrest.
Reuters

Soldiers rest near the intersection of North and Pennsylvania Avenues in Baltimore

on 2 May, 2015.— REUTERS

French patrol ship rescues 217 migrants off Libya coast

Paris, 3 May — A
French patrol ship rescued
217 migrants from three
small boats that had run
into trouble off the coast
of Libya on Saturday, the
maritime police said in a
statement.

The Commandant
Birot helped several dozen
people in distress and inter-
cepted two suspected peo-
ple smugglers, according to
the statement.

“The intercepted ves-
sels have all been neutral-
ized,” the maritime police
said, adding that they were
responding to a call from
the maritime rescue coor-
dination center in Rome as
part of the European Un-
ion’s operation Triton.

The rescued migrants
and the suspected peo-
ple smugglers have been
handed over to the Italian
authorities, the Toulon,
France-based maritime po-
lice added.

The sea is one of the

main routes into the Eu-
ropean Union for tens of
thousands of mostly Asian
and African migrants flee-
ing war and poverty, with
almost 40,000 people hav-
ing arrived this year al-
ready.

A migrant boat sank
with the loss of more than
700 lives last month, rais-
ing pressure for action by
EU countries, who pledged
to step up search and rescue
operations in the southern
Mediterranean.—Reuters
A crew member

of Italy’s Navy
ship San Giorgio
watches the
sunshine during
a patrol in open
international
waters in the
Mediterranean
Sea between the
Italian and the
Libyan coasts,
on 16 May, 2014.
REUTERS
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Yemeni Houthis call on UN to end Saudi strikes: statement

Caro, 3 May —
Yemeni Houthi rebels
called on the United
Nations on Saturday
to seek an end to Sau-
di Arabian air strikes
against them that they
described as blatant
aggression against the
country.

Warplanes from a
Saudi-led coalition are
targeting Iranian-al-
lied Houthis who have
seized the capital Sanaa
and large areas of the
country.

“We want to em-
phasize the grave and
tragic  situation that

comes in the light of the
continued Saudi blatant ag-
gression on our country and
our people,” said the Ansar
Allah Zaydi Houthi move-
ment’s foreign relations of-
ficial Hussein al-Ezzi, in a
letter addressed to the UN
secretary general.

Zaydis are a sect of
Shi’ite Islam that predom-
inates in Northern Yemen.

“We look forward to
your active humanitarian
role...to put an end to the
Saudi aggression against
our people without any
justification or reason,” the
letter said, listing a number
of areas and damage the

Rocket attack kills 3 at Benghazi
medical centre in Libya

BENGHAZI, 3 May — A
rocket hit a medical centre
in Libya’s eastern Beng-
hazi on Friday, killing three
people, medics said.

Seven other people
were wounded when the
rocket hit a centre for dis-
patching ambulances, med-
ics said. It was unclear who

had fired it.

Forces of Libya’s of-
ficial government and Isla-
mist groups are fighting for
control of Benghazi, creat-

Amnesty says Egypt using courts and jail to

Cairo, 3 May — Egyp-
tian authorities are using
the courts to stifle journal-
ism, Amnesty International
said on Sunday in a report
that listed 18 reporters and
media workers jailed and
dozens more facing crimi-
nal investigations.

The New York-based
rights group said several
reporters have been de-
tained for long periods
without charge or trial,
including an Egyptian pho-
tographer known as Shaw-
kan who has been held for
more than 600 days.

ing chaos that has gripped
the oil-producing nation
four years after the toppling
of Muammar Gaddafi.

The battle for the
country’s  second-largest
city has been raging for a
year, causing destruction,
but neither side has scored
a decisive victory.

The North  African
country has two govern-
ments allied to armed fac-
tions fighting for power
and territory.—Reuters

A hole is
seen in the
ground
after a
rocket hit
a medical
centre on
Friday,
killing
three
people,
medics
said, in
eastern
Benghazi,

1 May,
2015.
REUTERS

Rights groups say a
crackdown launched by
the government of Presi-
dent Abdel Fattah al-Sisi
after the overthrow of Mo-
hamed Mursi of the Mus-
lim Brotherhood in mid-
2013 has muzzled freedom
of expression.

“In Egypt today an-
yone who challenges the
authorities’ official narra-
tive, criticizes the govern-
ment or exposes human
rights violations is at risk
of being tossed into a jail
cell, often to be held indef-
initely without charge or

People gather near houses destroyed by ariovefnight Saudi-led air strike on a

residential area in Yemen’s capital Sanaa on 1 May, 2015.—REUTERS

strikes had caused so far.
The United Nations
says the conflict in Yem-
en has killed 600 peo-
ple, wounded 2,200 and
displaced 100,000 since
Houthi rebels allied with
Iran seized the capital
Sanaa in September.
Saudi Arabia be-
lieves the Shi’ite Mus-
lim Houthi group is a
proxy for its regional
rival Iran. Saudi back-
ing for the resistance in
Yemen’s mostly Sunni
Muslim south has raised
fears that Yemen could
descend into all-out sec-
tarian war.—Reuters

Iran pledges to protect shared
security interests with Yemen

Dusai, 3 May — Iran’s
deputy foreign minister
said Teheran will not let
regional powers jeopard-
ise its security interests in
Yemen, Tasnim news agen-
cy reported, in the strongest
acknowledgement yet of
Iranian involvement in the
Arabian peninsula.

Iran has denied accu-
sations from Western and
Arab states that it is arm-
ing Shi’ite Muslim Houthi
rebels in Yemen, though a
UN sanctions monitoring
panel revisited those allega-
tions in a confidential report
this week. Teheran has reg-
ularly condemned a Sau-
di-led air campaign against
the insurgents.

“Others will not be al-
lowed to put our shared se-
curity at risk with military
adventures,” Hossein Amir
Abdollahian said, accord-
ing to the Iranian Tasnim
news agency in an article
published on Saturday.

Saudi Arabia, which
sees itself as the guardian of
Sunni Islam, has long vied

trial or face prosecution on
trumped-up charges,” Am-
nesty said.

The Egyptian foreign
ministry responded to the
report saying the journal-
ists were arrested based on
a warrant from the public
prosecutor and afforded
full due process.

“Nobody is being tar-
geted for being a journal-
ist. Such accusations are
politicised nonsense,” said
spokesman Badr Abdelat-
ty.

The sentencing of
three Al Jazeera journal-

T

Wrr——y

Houthi militants ride in a patrol truck in Sanaa
on 2 May, 2015.—REUTERS

for influence with Iran, the
region’s main Shi’ite Mus-
lim power.

The Saudi-led coa-
lition has been carrying
out air strikes in Yemen
since late March against
the Houthis and their al-
lies, whose rapid advances
forced Yemeni President
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi
and his government into
exile in Riyadh.

Iran does not recognize
Hadi and has portrayed the
air strikes as an intervention
in Yemen’s internal affairs.

Earlier this week, Sau-

ists to between 7 and 10
years in prison last year
on charges of spreading
lies reinforced the view of
rights groups that the gov-
ernment was rolling back
freedoms gained after a
2011 uprising.

Australian Peter
Greste was deported in
February, while Canadi-
an-Egyptian Mohamed
Fahmy and Egyptian Ba-
her Mohamed are under-
going a retrial after a court
found procedural flaws in
the original case.

Among the other inci-

di Arabia said coalition jets
destroyed the runway of
Yemen’s Sanaa airport to
prevent an lranian cargo
plane from landing there.

US Secretary of State
John Kerry said on Satur-
day that several countries,
including Iran, backed a
negotiated political process
to resolve the conflict in
Yemen.

“As long as that is yet
untested and unfailed ... all
of us have hopes that Yem-
en can find a path forward,”
Kerry said during a visit to
Sri Lanka. “It is not going

to be easy, many things
have to happen.”

The UN Panel of Ex-
perts, which monitors com-
pliance with the Security
Council’s Iran sanctions
regime, noted in its latest
annual report that Teheran
shipped to arms to a num-
ber of recipients in the Mid-
dle East in Syria, Yemen,
Irag and Lebanon, includ-
ing the Houthis, Hamas and
Hezbollah.

According to the pan-
el’s analysis of the 2013
seizure of a Yemen-bound
ship, media reports and in-
formation received from
the Yemeni government,
Iranian arms shipments to
the Houthis date back to at
least 2009.

The panel’s report,
which was seen by Reu-
ters, said that apart from the
2013 incident no alleged
arms shipments by Iran to
the Houthis were officially
reported to the panel or to
the UN Security Council’s
Iran  sanctions commit-
tee.—Reuters

intimidate journalists

dents cited by the Amnesty
report were 25-year prison
sentences given to 14 jour-
nalists and media workers
last month on charges of
spreading false informa-
tion and inciting violence.
That ruling can be ap-
pealed.

In a separate case,
five journalists from the
privately-owned Al Masry
Al Youm newspaper face a
criminal investigation after
accusing security forces
of corruption and human
rights violations.

Another  photojour-

nalist, arrested at a Cairo
protest in December 2013,
was detained for more than
18 months before being
charged and ultimately ac-
quitted last week.

Amnesty said most
convictions lacked evi-
dence and were based sole-
ly on testimonies of the se-
curity forces.

Since mid-2013 at
least six journalists have
been killed while covering
protests in Egypt by securi-
ty forces or during clashes
among demonstrators, the
group said.—Reuters
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Seattle police say prepared for more protests Classic film on Vietnam
War screened for 40™

SEATTLE, 3 May — Se-
attle police said on Satur-
day they were preparing
for more weekend protests
after a May Day march that
turned violent when crowds
hurled bottles and wrenches
at officers, who responded
with pepper spray and flash
grenades.

Sixteen people were
arrested in the violence,
which erupted late Fri-
day after a day of peaceful
demonstrations to call atten-
tion to workers’ rights, im-
migration issues and police
treatment of minorities in
the United States.

Three officers were
hurt, including one who
suffered a broken wrist and
another with a dislocated
shoulder, police said.

Law enforcement
was ready in the event of
more protests, department
spokesman Drew Fowler
said.

“We are prepared to
support all demonstrations
of free speech,” he said
in an email. “However if
there is physical violence or
property destruction we will
take action to protect public
safety.”

Protesters annually as-
semble on 1 May as a day
to focus attention on labour
and immigration issues,
but demonstrators in cities
across the country also used
the occasion to rally against

aft

Police use pepper spray against demonstrators during an anti-capitalist protest in

Seattle, Washington on 1 May, 2015.—REUTERS

police violence.

The violent protests
in Seattle contrasted with
peaceful and even cele-
bratory demonstrations in
Baltimore after prosecutors
brought charges on Fri-
day against all six officers
involved in the arrest of
Freddie Gray, the 25-year-
old black man who died
of spinal injuries suffered
while in police custody last
month. On Monday, the city
was rocked by looting, ar-
son and clashes with police.

In Seattle, anti-capital-
ist protesters wearing masks
hurled wrenches, bottles
and other items late Friday

at officers.

The violence was ech-
oed in other US West Coast
cities, with peaceful May
Day marches breaking off
into unsanctioned gather-
ings in Portland and Oak-
land, California.

An OQOakland car lot
shared by dealerships was
particularly hard hit, with
about 50 cars vandalized.
Most had windows smashed
out or shattered and one was
set ablaze, said Steve Tittel,
of King Security in Oak-
land.

Tittel said the protests
had been hijacked.

“This is not the First

Amendment,” he said.
“This is just a chance to
break stuff.”

Twelve people were
arrested in Oakland on a va-
riety of charges, police said.

In Portland, police used
pepper spray and flashbangs
after some protesters threw
objects at officers and tried
to force their way on to a
bridge, law enforcement
said.

Seattle police said they
would review the actions
used by officers in accord-
ance with a federal moni-
toring agreement to stem a
pattern of excessive force in
the department.—Reuters

Japan marks 68" Constitution anniversary as
LDP eyes referendum in 2017

Tokyo, 3 May
Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe’s ruling Liberal Dem-
ocratic Party is preparing
the way for holding a ref-
erendum in 2017 to realize
the first-ever amendment
of the pacifist Constitution
as Japan marked the 68"
anniversary of the coun-
try’s supreme law coming
into force on Sunday.

The LDP wants to have
the Diet initiate amend-
ment of the US-drafted
Constitution in 2017 after

the summer 2016 upper
house election and then
hold a referendum.

However, the latest
opinion polls indicate the
public remains divided
over constitutional change.

A nationwide tele-
phone survey conducted
by Kyodo News in late
April showed 46.7 per-
cent expressed support for
constitutional amendment,
while 42.3 percent voiced
opposition.

Defenders of Japan’s

postwar Constitution in
its present form and oth-
ers advocating its amend-
ment are set to hold rallies
on Constitution Memori-
al Day on Sunday ahead
of a meeting of the lower
house’s constitutional ex-
amination committee on
Thursday.

Any initiative to re-
vise the Constitution must
be supported by at least
two-thirds of each cham-
ber of the Diet before it
can be put to a national

referendum.

With the age for vot-
ing in plebiscites on con-
stitutional changes set to
be lowered to 18 from 20
four years after a revision
to the national referendum
law came into effect last
June, the LDP sees the en-
vironment as having been
set to begin detailed dis-
cussions on constitutional
amendment, and it aims to
lead the controversial dis-
cussions with other parties.

Kyodo News

Tokyo, 3 May
“Hearts and Minds,” an
Academy  Award-wining
1974 American documen-
tary film about the Vietnam
War, has hit screens in var-
ious parts of Japan to coin-
cide with the 40" anniver-
sary of the end of the war
on 30 April.

Directed by Peter Da-
vis, the movie is designed
to show the whole picture
of the war with scenes
showing actual combat,
a woman carrying a baby
suffering from burns, a
small girl running naked on
a road after being severely
burned on her back and the
agony faced by soldiers as
well as interviews with pol-
iticians and news footage.

Jun Edoki, 52, a movie
critic and the president of
film distributor Eden En-
tertainment Inc, made ar-
rangements to run the film.

“The fundamentals of
recent conflicts and wars
haven’t changed at all since
then,” Edoki said. “We hu-
mans will commit the same
mistakes unless we learn
from the past.”

“The smell of burning
is growing strong in the
world,” Edoki said against
the background of growing
debate on revising Japan’s
war-renouncing  pacifist
Constitution, the rise of Is-
lamic State militants in the
Middle East, and terror and
revenge attacks in many
quarters of the globe.

“We should consider
‘lessons of war’ this year as
it marks the 70™ anniversa-
ry of the end of World War
IT and the 40™ anniversary
of the end of the Vietnam
War,” Edoki said.

“Hearts and Minds”
caused a great deal of im-
pact on the movie industry.

Michael Moore said
the movie inspired him
to become a filmmaker.
He produced a 2004 doc-
umentary film, ‘“Fahren-
heit 9/11,” which covered
American military person-

anniversary

Japanese photojournalist
Bunyo Ishikawa talks in
Suwa, Nagano Prefecture,
on 26 March, 2015, about
his work in battlefronts
during the Vietnam War.
on 30 April marks the 40"
anniversary of the end of
the war.—Kyopo NEws

nel and their families and
hit out at the presidency of
George W Bush for the in-
vasion of Iraq in 2003 fol-
lowing the 2001 terror at-
tacks on the United States.

The Vietnam War
was “nothing but Kkilling
and demolition,” recalled
Bunyo Ishikawa, 77, a pho-
to journalist who covered
the war on the front line.

A large number of
photos and videos about
the war have been left be-
cause there were no restric-
tions on news coverage
at that time, according to
Ishikawa. But restrictions
were introduced during the
Gulf War of 1991 and the
Iraq War as the authorities
were eager to avoid public
criticism against them.

Conditions for news
coverage have  great-
ly changed recently as
journalists have been the
targets of attacks by IS
militants while one-sided
propaganda proliferates via
the Internet.

“As photos and foot-
age of war are records
of history, efforts to re-
port what happens in war
must continue,” Ishikawa
stressed.—Kyodo News

Dozens tried for mob Kkilling of Afghan woman that sparked outcry

Kasur, 3 May
Dozens of Afghan men
including several police-
men faced trial on Satur-
day over the mob killing
in Kabul of a 27-year-old
woman accused of burn-
ing a Koran, a lynching
that prompted unprece-
dented protests.

The trial, expected to
last two days, was broad-
cast live on television.

A frenzied crowd beat
and kicked the woman,
named Farkhunda, to death
on 19 March and set her
body on fire as several po-
lice looked on near a shrine
in central Kabul.

The attack was cap-
tured by mobile phone vid-
eo and distributed online.
Some of those arrested
were tracked down after
bragging about participat-

ing on social media.

One of the men on trial
Saturday, identified only as
Sharifullah, described his
role in the attack.

“I kicked her once or
twice but did not partici-
pate in the whole thing,” he
testified.

“Others were asking
for a match box, so I gave
them my lighter.”

The  broad-daylight

attack proved a polarising
incident in conservative
Muslim country.

Some defending the
killing as a defence of Is-
lam, but many others were
outraged at the viciousness
of the attack even before an
investigation showed that
Farkhunda had been falsely
accused of desecrating the
holy book.

Several protests

against violence against
women sprung up in Ka-
bul, including one in the
last week that re-enacted
the attack.

It is the first time since
the Taleban were ousted in
2001 that a popular move-
ment has mobilised in sup-
port of a woman.

Under the Islamist
Taleban regime, women
were banned from leav-

ing home without a male
guardian, denied educa-
tion and forced to wear the
all-covering burqa.
Women’s rights were
enshrined in  Afghani-
stan’s constitution after the
Taleban were ousted by a
US-backed military inter-
vention, but the majority
of society remains deeply
conservative.
Reuters
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Soldiers clean ashes in Ensenada, Llanquih

ue Province, Ch
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ile, on 2 May, 2015. The Chilean government on
Thursday declared a state of “maximum alert” against the latest Calbuco volcanic eruption in the southern
region of Los Lagos, adopting precautionary measures to face the emergency.—XINHUA

New York City police officer shot in head
while conducting patrol

New York, 3 May —
A New York City police
officer was shot in the head
on Saturday evening as he
attempted to inquire about
a suspect’s actions during
his patrol on the street.

The shooting came as
the country is suffering a
new round of tensions be-
tween African Americans
and police forces.

At approximately 6:15
pm (2315 GMT), one of
the New York city police
officers was shot while op-
erating an unmarked police
car and conducting patrol
with his partner in the bor-
ough of Queens, New York

City Police Commissioner
Williams Bratton said at a
press conference.

Officer Brian Moore
was seated in the driver’s
seat and Officer Erik Jansen
was in the passenger’s seat
when they observed a male,
black, in his 30s, walking
and adjusting an object in
his waistband.

Moore positioned the
vehicle behind the suspect
and inquired about the sus-
pect’s actions. The male
immediately removed a
firearm from his waistband
and turned in the direction
of the officers and delib-
erately fired several times

into the wvehicle, striking
Moore in the head.

Both officers were still
seated in the vehicle and
did not have an opportuni-
ty to get out or return fire,
Bratton said.

Moore  was  then
rushed to Jamaica Hospital,
while officers on the scene
searched for the suspect.
The suspect, identified
as Demetrius Blackwell,
was located and taken into
custody later. Demetrius
Blackwell is 35 years old
and has an extensive arrest
history, which includes
criminal possession of a
weapon and robbery, the

commissioner said.

“It is a painful day for
all of us — it is a painful
day for all New Yorkers,
it’s a painful day for all
members of the NYPD,”
said New York City Mayor
Bill de Blasio.

He said Moore comes
from a police family as
his father and uncle were
both retired as sergeants
with the department, and
praised his brave service
and devotion to the job.

The officer is now in
stable condition and the in-
vestigation of the event is
underway, according to the
officials.—Xinhua

Attacks in Iraq’s Anbar, Baghdad Kkill
at least 26

BacHDAD, 3 May — At
least 12 Iraqi soldiers and
paramilitary forces were
killed on Saturday by sui-
cide car bombs targeting an
outpost in western Anbar
Province, while attacks in
the capital killed at least 14
civilians, security and med-
ical sources said.

The fighters were part
of a campaign announced
by the government last
month to recapture parts of
the Sunni heartland from
the jihadist militants of Is-
lamic State, which has held
the territory for the past
year.

The forces were tar-
geted in a train station in
Garma, on the road to the

Islamic State stronghold of
Falluja, 15 km (10 miles)
to the east. The ultra-radi-
cal group did not claim the
attacks, but the tactic is one
they often employ.

“Five of the armoured
car bombs managed to
reach our forces in the train
station and blew up. It re-
duced the station to dirt,”
an army officer told Reu-
ters by phone.

He said the fighters
managed to destroy another
six car bombs before they
reached their targets.

The officer said the
death toll was likely higher
than 12. Bodies were still
being pulled from the rub-
ble and the army had sent

reinforcements that contin-
ued to clash with militants.

Tribal sources from
Garma confirmed the at-
tack but were not able to
provide details. Govern-
ment officials could not be
reached for comment.

In Baghdad, two car
bombs went off on Satur-
day evening near a restau-
rant and a gas station in
the predominately-Shi’ite

district of Karrada Dakh-
il, killing 14 civilians and
wounding more than 30
others, police and medics
said. Such attacks are not
uncommon in the capital,
where Shi’ite areas are
often targeted by the Sun-
ni Islamist insurgents the
government is struggling
to dislodge from large sec-
tions of the country’s north
and west.—Reuters

Please email
wallace.tun@gmail.com

Advertise with us!
For inquries to place an
advertisement in the GNLM,

(+95) (01) 8604532

Ten wedding guests
killed in south Pakistan

IsLaMABAD, 3 May —
At least 10 wedding guests
were killed and several
others injured when high
power electric wires fell
at their van in Pakistan’s
south Dadu district on Sun-
day morning, local media
reported.

Samaa TV said that the
accident happened at about
10:40 am (local time) in
Dadu, a town in the coun-
try’s south Sindh province.

The van was carry-
ing guests from Dadu to a

neighbouring town when
the accident happened.

The bride and the
groom remained safe in the
accident as they were not in
the van.

Police said that the van
caught fire following the
cables fall on it which re-
sulted in the casualties.

The injured people
were shifted to a nearby
hospital where at least two
of them were in critical
condition.

Xinhua

18 killed in W Afghan
bus accident

HeraT, (Afghanistan),
3 May—Some 18 people
were killed while three oth-
ers wounded after a mini
bus plunged at a ravine
in western Afghanistan’s
province of Badghis on
Sunday, an official source
said.

“The incident took
place in Band-e-Mangan,
a mountainous area in Bala
Murghab district at around
10:00 am (local time) Sun-
day. The ill-fated vehicle
was travelling from west-
ern Herat province to the
northern part of the coun-
try,” district governor Ah-
mad Zia Akazai told Xin-

hua.

The injured were shift-
ed to a hospital by the lo-
cals. A rescue team and po-
lice were dispatched to the
area to shift the bodies, the
official noted.

Reckless driving
might be the reason for the
deadly accident, the gover-
nor added.

Although there is no
statistic on the road-acci-
dent related casualties in
Afghanistan, careless driv-
ing on the congested roads
in the war-battered country
often claims the lives of
hundreds of travellers an-
nually.—Xinhua

Chinese woman punished for
walking dog on expressway

Wunan, 3 May — A
young lady walking her pet
dog along an expressway
in China startled even local
traffic police.

According to the trans-
port department in central
China’s Hubei Province, a
woman was found walking
her dog on the emergency
lane while her boy friend
“answered an urgent call
of nature” by the roadside
with their car parked in
the middle of the highway
on Friday. According to
the officer on the scene,
the driver did not set up a

warning triangle behind the
car and passing vehicles
had to slow down suddenly
and change lanes to avoid
the danger.

In addition to a fine of
200 yuan (32 US dollars),
six penalty points were put
on the driver’s license. An
accumulation of 12 points
within a year means the li-
cense is suspended.

Friday was the first
day of China’s three-day
May Day holiday, during
which expressway tolls are
canceled to boost domestic
tourism.—Xinhua

WEATHER REPORT

BAY INFERENCE: Weather is partly cloudy to
cloudy in the South Bay and partly cloudy in the An-
daman Sea and elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE

4t May, 2015: Weather will be partly cloudy in
Lower Sagaing, Magway and Bago Regions, Kayah
State and rain or thundershowers are likely to be iso-
lated in the remaining Regions and States. Degree of
certainty is (60%).
STATE OF THE SEA: Seas will be moderate in
Myanmar waters.
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Going platinum blonde
damages my hair:
Kim Kardashian

Los ANGELEs, 3 May
— Reality TV star Kim
Kardashian says even
though she loves her plat-
inum blonde hairdo, it has
damaged the texture of her
hair.

Kardashian, 34, made
the confession in a back-
stage interview with Catt
Sadler before her appear-
ance on “Jimmy Kimmel
Live!”, reported Aceshow-
biz.

“l did love the blond

and | wish | could have
kept it a little longer (but)
I really wanted to go to Ar-
menia being a brunette. |
wish | had kept it a couple
months longer,” she said.
Kim had her hair back to
dark color before heading
to Armenia.

“I’ll do it again, but
I’m going to have to wait
now a couple years because
it just damaged my hair so
much — | just need to get it
back,” she said.—PTI

Mercedes Benz Fashion Week kicks of in Thilisi

Temwis, 3  May
Fashion  industry
is getting more and
more serious in Geor-
gia. Worldwide Brand
Mercedes Benz Fashion
Week is held for the first
time in Thilisi, the capital
of Georgia.

Mercedes Benz
Fashion Week Thili-

si will be held from 1
to 6 May, 2015, during
the

week-long event,
21 Georgian Designers
along with their col-
leagues from Ukraine and
Russia will present their
works to various guests
from different countries,
representatives of differ-
ent fashion magazines
and fashion industry.
Designers, artists and
creative minds from dif-
ferent parts of the world
will be coming to the cap-
ital of Georgia, Thilisi, to
showcase their creativity
and talent to fashion ex-
perts and professionals
from around the globe.

Two international pro-
jects will be held during
fashion week: art & fashion
days ARTGEORGIA and
international fashion de-
sign contest BENEXT. Ex-
hibitions, shows and other
performances will be held
in places all around Thilisi.

Mercedes Benz Fash-
ion Week Thilisi was
opened by very beautiful
show of Georgian design-
er Datuna Sulikashvili on
Friday. He presented col-
lection based on 3 colors
black, white and coral red.
His collection was very
feminine as usually, he
presented long dresses and
mixed costumes made of
very beautiful materials,
both very light and heavy
patterns mixed with each
other.

The Show was attend-
ed by almost every celeb-
rity from Georgian society
and also guests from Azer-
baijan, Ukraine, as well as
journalists and bloggers
from Europe.—Xinhua

A model presents a creation of David Sulikashvili
during the Mercedes Benz Fashion Week, in Thilisi,
capital of Georgia, on 1 May, 2015. —XINHUA
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Director Josh Trank is no longer attached to helm the
upcoming spin-off of popular action franchise “Star
Wars”.—REUTERS

Josh Trank quits ‘Star Wars’ spin-off

Los AnGeLEs, 3 May
— Director Josh Trank is
no longer attached to helm
the upcoming spin-off of
popular action franchise
“Star Wars”.

Trank called his de-
cision to exit the “Star
Wars” universe “personal”
and thanked the team of
Lucasfilm and Disney for
their support. The 31-year-
old “Chronicle” director
further said he wanted to
explore “original, creative

opportunities”.

“After a year of having
the incredible honour of
developing with the won-
derful and talented people
at Lucasfilm, I’'m making a
personal decision to move
forward on a different
path. I’ve put a tremendous
amount of thought into this,
and | know deep down in
my heart that | want to pur-
sue some original creative
opportunities,” Trank said
in a statement.

“That said, the Star
Wars universe has always
been one of my biggest in-
fluences, and I couldn’t be
more excited to witness its
future alongside my mil-
lions of fellow Star Wars
fans. I want to thank my
friends Kathleen Kennedy,
Kiri Hart, Simon Kinberg,
and everyone at Lucasfilm
and Disney for the amazing
opportunity to have been a
part of this. May the Force
be with you all,” he said.

Sources close to the
development, however,
said Trank was often in-
decisive and uncommu-
nicative.

His unusual conduct
during the making of
Fox’s upcoming “Fan-
tastic Four” movie had
apparently raised alarm
among Lucasfilm execu-
tives that were entrusting
him with the second Star
Wars standalone film.

PTI

Selena Gomez hits back at body shamer

Los ANGELES, 3 May
— Singer-actress Selena
Gomez has defended her-
self against body weight
critic.

Shortly after noticing
hateful weight criticisms
under one of her Instagram
photos, Justin  Bieber’s
ex-girlfriend hit back at the
body shamer in the com-
ments section underneath
the photo.

A fan  comment-
ed on the photo, saying,
“Mmm...@selenagomez
you need to work out!
Please stop eating junk
food.”

The same fan con-
tinued to criticize the pop
star’s body weight.

“She is not curvy at
all,” so the body shamer
added. “She’s an actress
she needs to tone her body,

in the business sadly the
image its important 1I’m
just saying that she needs
to workout thats nothing
wrong with that... @hug-
gingselena_@selenago-
mez.”

The 22-year-old star
immediately slammed the

hater in the comments sec-
tion. “You’re disgusting. IM
IN the business and | could
care less about ‘they’ or
you say | should look like.
I don’t need to do anything
other than love myself, take
care of my work, fans, fam-
ily and friends.”—PTI

Julianna Margulies awarded star on
Hollywood Walk Of Fame

Los ANGELES, 3 May —
“The Good Wife” star Ju-
lianna Margulies has been
honoured with a star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame.

The 48-year-old ac-
tress is a supporter of the
charity Project ALS, which
aims to help find effective
treatments and ultimately a
cure for amyotrophic later-
al sclerosis, also known as
Lou Gehrig’s disease, re-
ported People magazine.

“If you can have the
light shine on something,

if you show up to something, then it
makes it all worthwhile.” Theatre pro-
ducer Jenifer Estess, a close friend of Ju-
lianna’s, was diagnosed with ALS while
the actress was appearing in ‘ER’. At
the time, she rallied her co-stars to show
their support for Project ALS,” Mar-

gulies said.

=
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“The Good Wife” star
Julianna Margulies

way.

“The first event I went
to, 1 was dragging all my
co-stars: George Clooney,
Noah Wyle... And then the
next year, it was Brad Pitt
and Jennifer Aniston and
the cast of ‘Friends’. It was
quite remarkable.”

The Walk of Fame star
is just the latest in a series
of awards Margulies has
received throughout her ca-
reer, including no less than
three Emmys — two for
“The Good Wife”, in 2011
and 2014; and one for “ER”

in 1995, for her role as nurse Carol Hatha-

The Walk of Fame honours achieve-
ments in the entertainment industry, cel-
ebrating everyone from TV stars to di-
rectors and producers, as well as several
fictional characters, like Mickey Mouse,

Godzilla and Shrek.—PTI
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Japan’s Kenta Matsudaira (R) and Koki Niwa are
subdued after losing to China’s Fan Zhengdong and
Zhou Yu in four straight games in the men’s doubles
semifinals at the world table tennis championships in

Suzhou, China, on 2 May 2015. — Kyopo NEws

SurveyMonkey C

SaN Francisco, 3 May
— Dave Goldberg, Chief
Executive Officer of Sur-
veyMonkey and husband
of Facebook Chief Oper-
ating Officer Sheryl Sand-
berg, died unexpectedly on
Friday night, his brother
wrote in a Facebook post
on Saturday.

“It’s with incredible
shock and sadness that I’'m
letting our friends and fam-
ily know that my amazing
brother, Dave Goldberg,
beloved husband of Sher-
yl Sandberg, father of two
wonderful children, and
son of Paula Goldberg,
passed away suddenly
last night,” Robert Gold-
berg wrote. Goldberg was
known for his low-key de-
meanour and the grace and
good humour with which
he handled being married
to one of the nation’s most
recognizable executives. In
her book “Lean In,” Sand-
berg attributed much of her

% -

EO, husband of Faceboo

File photo of Sheryl Sandberg, Chief Operating Officer

Japanese men settle for
bronze in worlds doubles

Suzhou, 3 May — Ja-
pan’s Kenta Matsudaira
and Koki Niwa will leave
the table tennis world
championships with
bronze medals in men’s
doubles after losing their
semifinal on Saturday.

Matsudaira and Niwa
were beaten in straight
games by China’s Fan
Zhengdong and Zhou Yu
11-3, 11-7, 12-10, 16-14.

“It was a comprehen-
sive defeat,” Matsudaira
said. “I thought we would
be able to give them a bet-
ter game, but they took the
initiative and prevented
us from playing our own

PR

(COO) of Facebook with her husband David Goldberg,
CEO of SurveyMonkey in Sun Valley, Idaho
on 9 July, 2014. —REUTERS

own success to her mar-
riage to Goldberg, who she
said supported her career
decisions and shared equal-
ly in the work of raising
their young children. The
two married in 2004.
Tributes to Goldberg
poured in over social me-
dia from friends and other
executives, including Face-
book chief Mark Zuck-
erberg, who called Gold-
berg “an amazing person.”

“Kindest, most generous,
loving father, loyal hus-
band, great ceo, & sweetest
friend,” tweeted Salesforce
CEO Marc Benioff. “May
his memory be a blessing.”
Television and movie writ-
er John Quaintance said
on Facebook that Gold-
berg was the first person
to encourage him to write
professionally,  changing
the course of his career.
Goldberg was also the first

game.”

In the men’s singles
quarterfinals, Japan’s
world No 5 Jun Mizutani
was on the receiving end
of a master class from
world No 3 China’s Zhang
Jike, losing 11-4, 11-6, 10-
12, 11-5, 11-9.

“Of all the matches
I’ve played against him,
this was my worst,” Mizu-
tani said. “He hit amazing
balls. It took time to get
used to them, and that was
everything.”

“It drove home to me
how my technical skill is
still insufficient.”

KyodoNews

k’s Sandberg, dies

person Quaintance met
who owned a Blackberry
device. “I rolled my eyes
at the idea that people were
ever going to need to read
their emails away from the
office,” he wrote.

Goldberg, 47, joined
SurveyMonkey, which
helps organizations con-
duct surveys, in 2009. Val-
ued at $2 billion, Survey-
Monkey is backed by Bain
Capital Ventures, Google
Capital, Tiger Global and
others.

“Dave’s genius, cour-
age and leadership were
overshadowed only by his
compassion, friendship and
heart,” the company said
in a statement. “His great-
est love was for his family.
Our sympathy goes out to
them and to all who were
touched by this extraordi-
nary man.”

The family did not dis-
close the cause of death.

Reuters

World No 1 Ding wins women’s singles title at TT worlds

Suznou, 3 — World
number one Ding Ning
defeated her compatriot
and world number two Liu
Shiwen in seven sets for
women’s singles title at the
world table tennis cham-
pionships here Saturday
evening.

It was Ding’s second
world championships title
after she triumphed in 2011
worlds held in Rotterdam,
the Netherlands.

Coming into the fi-
nal with a favourable 11-6
head-to-head record against
Ding, Liu hit top form first
and took the opening set at
11-7, but Ding responded
quickly by winning the next
three sets to lead 3-1 over-
all. The momentum, how-
ever, was switched to Liu’s
side as she pulled back two

sets to level the match and
forced a deciding seventh
set. Trailing 0-2 in the final
set, Ding seemed to injure
her right ankle while trying
to save the ball.

Having received a
10-minute medical treat-
ment, Ding showed her
battling qualities at the re-
sumption of the game and
overtook the lead at 7-5.

Limping from time to
time in the remaining game,
Ding kept the pressure upon
Liu and never looked back
before winning at 11-8.

“I  definitely didn’t
want to give up since | had
come so far. I just wanted
to give out all my strength
in this match. Finally | won
the match and | feel that it
is just like a dream,” Ding
said of her injury.

Ding’s title is also Chi-
na’s 11th straight women’s
singles title at the world
championships.  Chinese

women have monopolized
the event since 1995, with
Deng

Yaping  winning

twice straight, Wang Nan
three times in a row, Zhang
Yining and Ding twice,
Guo Yue and Li Xiaoxia
once. Chinese Mu Zi and Li
Xiaoxia finished joint third.

Xinhua

-

China’s Ding Ning competes during Women’s Singles
Final against her compatriot Liu Shiwen at the 53rd
Table Tennis World Championships in Suzhou, city of
east China’s Jiangsu Province, on May 2, 2015. Ding
Ning won the match 4-3 and claimed the title.—XINHUA
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Italy says 3,700 boat
migrants rescued,
operations ongoing

RomE, 3 May — Nearly
3,700 migrants were res-
cued from boats near the
coast of Libya on Saturday
and early Sunday and more
rescue operations were ex-
pected during the day as
people smugglers took ad-
vantage of calm seas, Italy’s
coast guard said.

All of those rescued
were being brought back to
Italian shores, a spokesman
for the coast guard said, and
some reached Lampedusa,
Italy’s southernmost island,
during the night.

The mild spring weath-
er and the calm summer seas
are expected to push total
arrivals in Italy for 2015
to 200,000, an increase
of 30,000 over last year,
according to an Interior
Ministry projection.

The nationalities of
those rescued had not yet

been determined, he said.
Italy coordinated the rescue
efforts mounted by a total
of 13 vessels. Italy’s navy,
coast guard and finance po-
lice were involved, as was a
French ship acting on behalf
of the European border con-
trol agency.

Growing lawlessness
and anarchy in Libya is
giving free hand to people
smugglers who make an
average of 80,000 euros
($90,000) from each boat-
load of migrants, according
to an ongoing investigation
by a southern Italian court.

Shocked by what was
described as the most deadly
Mediterranean shipwreck
in memory last month, EU
leaders agreed to triple fund-
ing for its Triton sea patrol
mission after a migrant
boat capsized and up to 900
drowned. —Reuters
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Las VEcas, 3 May — Floyd Mayweather Jr cement-
ed his place among the pantheon of boxing greats by im-
proving to 48-0 with a unanimous decision over Manny
Pacquiao on Saturday in a fight that lived up to its im-
mense hype and price tag.

Mayweather weathered an early assault from the Fil-
ipino southpaw before winning the later rounds using his
reach and jab to finish ahead on all three scorecards in a
welterweight showdown set to be the top grossing prize
fight of all-time.

“When the history books are written, it was worth
the wait,” Mayweather said in the ring after a four-belt
unification bout that was more than five years in the mak-
ing.

Though Pacquiao repeatedly forced Mayweather
to backpedal, the wily American blunted his opponent’s
best efforts by using his renowned defensive skills while
getting in several telling jabs and punches of his own.

Mayweather and Pacquiao had promised to deliver
on years of hype and give fans their money’s worth and
were true to their word in delivering an entertaining con-
test that had the capacity crowd on its feet roaring from
the opening bell to the end of the 12 round showcase.

“Manny Pacquiao is a hell of fighter, I see now why
he is at the pinnacle of boxing,” the 38-year-old May-
weather said after an emotional embrace with Pacquiao.
“I’'m a smart fighter, I outboxed him.

“We knew what we had to do. He’s a tough compet-
itor... a very awkward fighter and I had to take my time
and watch him closely.”

The fight between the two greatest boxers of their
generation was one that appeared might never happen as
Pacquiao resisted Mayweather’s demands for blood-test-
ing for five years.

When the two camps finally hammered out a deal, it
was the richest in boxing history, setting new records for
pay-per-view (PPV) buys and gate receipts.

Floyd Mayweather, Jr of the US lands a left to the face of Manny Pacquiao of the Philippines (R) in the 11 round

Mayweather cements legacy with Pacquiao win

2%

during their welterweight WBO, WBC and WBA (Super) title fight in Las Vegas, Nevada on 2 May, 2015.—REUTERS

The fighters were also paid royally for their night’s
work, with Mayweather guaranteed $120 million and Pac-
quiao $80 million although both men could pocket much
more depending on the number of PPV purchases.

For Mayweather, the fight was one that will shape

his legacy.

Even if he were to have retired unbeaten there would
have forever been a question mark hanging over his ca-
reer without at least one meeting against his Filipino ri-
val.—Reuters

Defeats leave Burnley and QPR
on brink, Man Utd lose

you win with 11 v 11 but it
gives you a better chance,”
Dyche told Sky Sports.
“The way the team operate
they will give everything

Lonpon, 3 May —
Burnley and Queens Park
Rangers’ Premier League
survival hopes were left
hanging by a thread after
defeats and unfavourable
results elsewhere left them
rooted to the foot of the ta-
ble on Saturday.

Manchester ~ United
slipped to a third succes-
sive defeat, 1-0 at home to
West Bromwich Albion, at
the other end of the league

and missed the chance to
go second behind Chelsea
who can lift the title on
Sunday by beating Crystal
Palace at Stamford Bridge.
Most interest on a
dramatic Saturday was
centred on the relegation
dogfight, with Burnley
and QPR plummeting ever
closer to the trap door.
Mark Noble’s first-
half spot kick was enough
to condemn Burnley, who
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had Michael Duff sent off
following the award of the
penalty, to a 19" league
defeat this season as they
went down 1-0 at West
Ham United.

Sean Dyche’s base-
ment side, who are eight
points adrift of safety, now
need to win their remain-
ing three games to have
any chance of avoiding the
drop.

“You can’t guarantee

Manchester United’s Robin Van Persie has his penalty saved by West Bromwich
Albion’s Boaz Myhill during their Barclays Premier League at Old Trafford

on 2 May, 2015.—REUTERS

and we will continue to do
that.”

Burnley have won
many plaudits with their
effort and application this
season but a measly return
of 26 goals, the lowest in
the top flight, has under-
mined their campaign.

The visitors laid siege
to West Ham’s goal in the
closing stages but were
again found wanting in at-
tack. Second from bottom
QPR, one point ahead of
Burnley, also face an al-
most impossible task to
preserve their top-flight
status after losing 2-1 at
Liverpool through goals by
Philippe Coutinho and Ste-
ven Gerrard.

QPR were desperately
close to claiming a credible
point but Gerrard, playing
his penultimate game at
Anfield, headed the winner
past keeper Rob Green in
the 87" minute after Leroy
Fer had equalised Coutin-
ho’s early goal.

“We’ve let anoth-
er point slip,” said QPR
manager Chris Ramsey.
“We’ve been poor at main-
taining our concentration
in the last few minutes in
quite a few games.”

Reuters

Chelsea beat Palace
to clinch Premier
League title

Eden Hazard celebrates scoring the first goal for
Chelsea during their Barclays Premier League at
Stamford Bridge on 3 May, 2015.—REUTERS

Lonpon, 3 May — Chelsea clinched their first
Premier League title for five years with a 1-0 victory
against Crystal Palace at a jubilant Stamford Bridge
on Sunday.

Playmaker Eden Hazard scored the crucial goal
in the 45" minute when he headed home the rebound
after Palace keeper Julian Speroni had saved his weak
penalty.

Chelsea were tested at times by a dangerous Pal-
ace side but the final whistle was greeted by raucous
scenes as Jose Mourinho’s side clinched their fifth top-
flight title and first since 2010.

Chelsea have 83 points from 35 games and cannot
be surpassed by closest rivals Manchester City, who
visit Tottenham Hotspur later on Sunday, and Arsenal
both of whom trail by 16 points. Palace remain 12
with 42 points.—Reuters
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