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Myanmar, IRI focus on holding 2015 elections
nd fair manners

NaAY Pyi Taw, 24
March—President U Thein
Sein received a delegation
led by Ambassador Mark
Green, President of Inter-
national Republican Insti-
tute (IRI) at the Presiden-
tial Palace, here, Tuesday
to hold talks on the process
of holding 2015 €lections
in free and fair manners.

They also discussed
assistance for flourishing
of demaocracy.

Also present at the call
were Union Ministers U
WunnaMaung Lwinand U
Soe Thane and departmen-
tal heads—MNA

President
U Thein Sein poses
for documentary
photo with
Ambassador Mark
Green, President of
I nternational
Republican I nstitute
(IRI).—mNA
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Yangon circula
railroad to receive 100
new air-conditioned
cars within year

By Aye Min Soe

YANGON, 24 March—
Myanma Railways has
bought about 100 air con-
ditioned coaches from
Japan to replace ordinary
cars currently in use on
Yangon's circular railroad,
a Ministry of Rail Trans-
portation official said.

The Ministry, which
controls the railway oper-
ator, spent $207 million of
ODA loans from Japan to
buy the coaches, he added.

The coaches will ar-
rive in Myanmar in Sep-
tember and the ministry

will complete the replace-
ment in 2015.

The Japanese govern-
ment has also given some
15 air conditioned trains to
Myanmar as a gift.

Myanma  Railways
currently operates about 23
ordinary trainsand four AC
trains on Yangon's circular
railroad.

The US$25 hillion
Yangon Central Railway
Station comprehensive
project is in the pipeline as
part of the ministry’s push
to improve rail transporta-
tion systems.

(See page 3)
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ve growth,

inflation to accelerate in Myanmar: ADB

YaNGoN, 24 March
—Myanmar's  ambitious
structural reform program
has underpinned strong
growth in recent years that
is set to continue in 2015,
the Asian Development
Bank said in its economic
report released Tuesday.

The ADB’s flagship
annual economic publica-
tion, Asian Development
Outlook 2015, forecast-
ed Myanmar's economic
growth at 8.3 percent in
fiscal year 2015 ending 31
March 2016.

“ADB aso expects
growth to remain over 8
percent in fiscal year 2016,
propelled by investments
stimulated by the ongoing
reforms, an improved busi-
ness environment, and the

country’s integration into
Southeast Asia,” said Pe-
ter Brimble, ADB deputy
country director in Myan-

24-3 - 201

mar. Inflation will likely
accelerate to 8.4 percent
in FY 2015, propelled by
higher fiscal spending and

expected higher wages,
which will increase domes-
ticdemand. Consumer price
(See page 2)

Winfried F. Wicklein, Asian Development Bank’s country director for My-
anmar, speaks at the press conference on Asian Development Outlook 2015:
“Financing Asia’ s future growth and implications for Myanmar” in Yangon

on Tuesday.—PuoTO: YE MYINT
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PARLIAMENT

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
Joint bill committee, MPs
discuss taxation bill

Nay Pyr Taw, 24
March — Members of
Joint-Bill Committee, par-
liamentarians and union
level officials discussed
paragraphs of 2015 Un-
ion Taxation Bill at 32
day session of Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw’s 12" session on
Tuesday.

The bicameral assem-
bly agreed the proposal of
Union Minister for Finance
U Win Shein for the ap-
proval of the whole bill.

The Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw finalized decisions on a
legal translation bill and a
Myanmar Medical Council

v .
bl

Union Minister for
Finance U Win Shein.

MNA
bill, on which the Amyo-
tha Hluttaw and the Py-
ithu Hluttaw held different
views.—MNA

Union FM sends message
to Hellenic Republic

Nay Py1 Taw, 25 March — U Wunna Maung Lwin,
Union Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicita-
tions to His Excellency Mr. Nikolaos Kotzias, Minister
of Foreign Affairs of the Hellenic Republic, on the oc-
casion of the National Day of the Hellenic Republic,
which falls on 25 March 2015.—MNA

Reforms to continue to . . .

(from page 1)
pressure should then ease
slightly in FY 2016 to 6%.

Risks to Myanmar’s
economic outlook come
from thin external and fiscal
buffers, ethnic and sectarian
tensions, extreme weather
events and a possible slow-
ing of reform momentum
ahead of elections.

The ADO stated that
the country made positive
steps in 2014 to improve its
economic data collection, a
move badly needed to sup-
port policy formulation and
planning.

“While the country has
made big strides under its
economic reform program,
many development chal-
lenges remain, including
improving  infrastructure,
strengthening  governance
and public sector capacity,
developing human capital,
building a dynamic private
sector, and revitalizing agri-
culture,” said ADB country
director Winfried Wicklein.

The ADO highlighted
the low levels of education

and skills among many
young people entering My-
anmar’s workforce, with
employers citing inadequate
human resources as a seri-
ous barrier to business.
“One of the most criti-
cal challenges is to develop
the country’s youth, better
equipping them for roles
in a modern economy and
society,” said Chris Spohr,
ADB principal social sector
specialist in Myanmar.
GNLM

Nay Pvyi Taw, 24
March— U Soe Thein of
the Kalewa constituency on
Tuesday put forward a mo-
tion demanding the Pyithu
Hluttaw that an independ-
ence obelisk be erected in
the township of Kalewa,
Sagaing Region, before
Independence Day, 4 Janu-
ary, in 2016.

U Aung Thein, Dep-
uty Minister at President
Office, responded that the
local management commit-
tee under the supervision of
the region’s chief minister
is making arrangements
for the construction of the
obelisk alongside a park on
0.064 acre of land near the
Myittha bridge.

U Nyi Nyi Myint of
the Ottwin constituency

U Min Oo of the Bago
Region constituency

No.7.—MNA
Nay Pyi Taw, 24
March — The national

urged the parliament to
construct a bridge across
Sittoung  River linking
Ottwin and Htantabin,
with U Khin Maung Aye,
Deputy Minister for Live-
stock, Fisheries and Rural
Development, rejecting
the proposal.

He said the cost of
constructing the bridge is
not included in the min-
istry’s budgets for 2014-
2015 financial year.

U Sai Tin Maung of
the Laikha constituency
proposed providing rea-
sonable allowances from
state’s budgets to trust-
worthy personnel assigned
to election commissions,
which the Pyithu Hluttaw
accepted.

U Win Ko of the Un-

U Thein Swe from
No.10 Constituency of
Ayeyawady Region.
MNA
education amendment bill
came under discussion at

Letpadaung copper mine project
Implementation committee meets

Nay Pyi Taw, 24

March — A coordination
meeting was held here on
Tuesday by the committee

Union Minister U Hla
Tun highlights report
of Environmental
and Social Impact
Assessment (ESIA).
MNA

responsible for implement-
ing the investigative report
on the Letpadaung copper
mine project, according

to officials.

Union Minister U Hla
Tun at President Office
quoted the investigation

Pyithu Hluttaw promises Kalewa

Independence obelisk with park

Deputy Minister for
Livestock, Fisheries
and Rural Development
U Khin Maung Aye.
MNA

ion Election Commission
responded that an increase
of travel allowances would

Deputy Minister at
President Olffice
U Aung Thein.
MNA

be made through coordina-
tion with departments con-
cerned.—MNA

Amyotha Hluttaw MPs urge education

amendment bill must serve national interests

the Amyotha Hluttaw here
on Tuesday, with members
of parliament speaking
with one voice on the bill,
which they said must em-
phasize suitability, adapt-
ability and practicality for
the long-term interests of
the country.

U Thein Swe from
No.10 Constituen-
cy of Ayeyawady Re-
gion suggested partic-
ipation of experienced
specialists  rather than
independent specialists.

The education reform
would enable Myanmar
to catch up with others

when we could overcome
the challenges, according
to U Khin Maung Latt of
Rakhine State’s No.6 Con-
stituency.

U Min Oo of the Bago
Region constituency No.7
described the national ed-
ucation as a national con-
cern, saying the education
law must pave the way for
a better education system.

U Saw Ohn, who rep-
resents N0.9 Constituency
in Mon State, said educa-
tion must be reconstructed
for the country to become
modern and prosperous.

MNA

commission as suggesting
that the copper mine pro-
ject must continue as a na-
tional project, saying that
the committee has imple-
mented 37 of 42 points sug-
gested by the investigative
commission in its report.

The five remaining
points require close super-
vision in the monitoring
and evaluation process
throughout the project, the
union minister said, adding
that the report of Environ-
mental and Social Impact
Assessment  (ESIA) has
gained approval from the
Union government and that
it will be streamed over the
internet for public observa-
tion.

An independent moni-
toring team (IMT) will car-

ry out supervision to ensure
that the copper project fol-
lows the ESIA report to the
letter, with the union min-
ister saying that steps will
be taken to receive certifi-
cation from International
Organization for Standard-
ization (ISO).

He urged officials to
speed up vocational train-
ing courses for local people
to secure jobs and convince
them that the project will
benefit them and contrib-
ute to the development of
their region. The union
minister was briefed on
security measures in the
project area, removal and
reconstruction of religious
edifices, and environmental
conservation activities.

MNA
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President U Thein Sein sends
messages of felicitations to
Hellenic Republic

Nay Pyr Taw, 25 March—U Thein Sein, Presi-
dent of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, has
sent messages of felicitations to His Excellency Mr.
Mr. Prokopis Pavlopoulos, President of the Hellenic
Republic, President of the Hellenic Republic, and His
Excellency Mr. Alexis Tsipras, Prime Minister of the
Hellenic Republic, on the occasion of the National
Day of the Hellenic Republic, which falls on 25 March
2015.—MNA

U Zaw Myint presents his

Credentials to Sultan of Malaysia

Nay Py1 Taw, 25 March—U Zaw Myint, Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Repub-
lic of the Union of Myanmar to Malaysia, president his
Credentials to His Majesty Almu’tasimu Billahi Mu-
hibbuddin Tuanku Alhaj Abdul Halim Mu’adzam Shah
ibni Almarhum Sultan Badlishah, the Yang Di-Pertuan
Agong XIV of Malaysia, on 18 March 2015 in Kuala

Lumpur.—MNA

Veteran artistes perform entertainment on second day

Nay Pyir Taw, 24
March—Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence
Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing and wife
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla enjoyed
entertainment of veteran

artistes for the second day
at Zeyathiri Beikman, here,
on Tuesday.

Among the audiences
were Deputy Command-
er-in-Chief of Defence Ser-
vices Commander-in-Chief

(Army) Vice-Senior Gen-
eral Soe Win and wife Daw
Than Than Nwe, the union
minister for Border Affairs,
senior military officers,
servicemen and families.
The veteran artistes

presented songs to the ac-
companiment of Myawady
Band. The senior general
and wife presented a flow-
er basket and cash award to
the artistes.

Myawady

President’s Excellent Award scrutinizing
committee hold third meeting

Nay Pyir Taw, 24
March Scrutinizing
Committee for President’s
Excellent Award held its
third meeting at President
Office on Tuesday, and
was attended by U Tin Na-
ing Thein, chairman of the
committee, deputy minis-
ters and members of work-
ing committees.

U Tin Naing Thein,

More than 100,000 people (about three per cent of more than six mlllzon
population of Yangon) rely on the circular trains for their daily
transportation needs.—PHOTO AYE MIN SOE

firm to decide whether the

Yangon circular...
project should be under-

(from page 1)

To implement the pro-
ject, Myanma Railways is
working together with an
international consulting

taken as a joint venture or
on a build-operate-transfer
basis.

MR plans to carry out
the development on more

than 62 acres close to Yan-
gon Central Railway Sta-
tion.

The government pays
some K40-45 billion in an-
nual subsidies to Myanma
Railways.—GNLM

20 detainees from Letpadan incident released

Officials meet with detainees before releasing them
at Thayawady District Police Force Office.—MNA

Nay Pyt Taw, 24
March—Authorities  re-
leased 19 men and one
woman Tuesday who were
detained during a crack-
down on student protestors
earlier this month in Bago
Region’s Letpadan, 90
miles north of Yangon.

They were turned
over to their parents and
relatives this morning, ac-
cording to the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

The authorities have
so far released 28 students
and two reporters arrested
in the crackdown after de-
termining their roles in the
protests.—MNA

also Union Minister at
President Office, said the
committee is scrutinizing
the candidates suggested
by State/Region govern-
ments for these awards,
urging the committee to fi-
nalize the processes by the
last week of April as the

award ceremony is due in
the first week of May 2015.

The awards in this year
will include the best town-
ship supporting committee,
the best municipal commit-
tee, the best social welfare
works, the best researchers,
the best urban and rural de-

velopment committees and
the best entrepreneurs.
Ministers from respec-
tive states and regions also
discussed their scrutinizing
processes through video
conferencing, followed by
suggestions of the chair-
man of committee. —MNA

WB Group launches Myanmar Investment
Climate Assessment Report

NaYy Pyi Taw, 24
March—World Bank
Group held an official
launch of Myanmar In-
vestment Climate Assess-
ment Report at Thingaha

Hotel, here, on Tuesday,
with Union Minister at the
President Office U Tin Na-
ing Thein and union minis-
ters in attendance.

The report book cov-

ers reform process in cre-
ation of good investment
environs in Myanmar,
raising responsible invest-
ment.

MNA

Myanmar joins Sphere Conferences in its
second aviation development conference

YaNGoN, 24 March—
The Department of Civil
Aviation in partnership with
Singapore-based  Sphere
Conferences organized the
second Myanmar Aviation
Development Conference

here on Tuesday, with an

Gov’t troops clash with KIA during

operations against timber trafficking

A map shows clashes in Mansi,
Kaikhteik, Manweingyi regions

2 -&ﬁma@- 4%%“'& o

Nay Pyi Taw, 24
March Government
troops fought against KIA
(Kachin) forces which
are protecting timber traf-
fickers in Bhamo district,
Kachin state, during the
three-day operations.

During training ses-
sion of Myanmar air force
on March 20, fighter jets
detected a convoy of truck
carrying trafficked logs and
informed to the military
columns.

Army columns were
fired by KIA (Kachin) forc-
es on March 21, and clash-
es continued to March 23.
With assistance of aerial
attacks, government troops
cleared the ethnic armed
forces from their positions
and seized a total of 27 log-
ging trucks and timbers af-
ter nine clashes, including
one airplane attack.

Military is continuing
operations to control timber
trafficking in northern My-
anmar state. —Myawady

opening speech by U Zin
Yaw, Deputy Minister for
Transport, according to offi-
cials. The three-day confer-
ence will focus on such key
issues as aviation safety,
domestic and international
network expansion, digital

engagement in airports, and
aircraft growth of mainte-
nance, repair and overhaul
market (MRO).

The conference has
drawn 300 business people
of aviation industries from
20 countries. —Aung Thura
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Indian pharmaceutlcal firm promotes medicine in Myanmar

MAaNDALAY, 24 March
— A ceremony to intro-

duce new pharmaceutical
products manufactured by

Cipla medical company
from Kolkata, India, was

Myaungmya District marks World TB Day

MYAUNGMYA, 24
March — A ceremony to
mark World Tuberculo-
sis Day 2015 was held at
the hall of Myaungmya
District General Hospi-
tal on Tuesday, with an
address by the district’s
deputy commissioner
U Htwe Myint.

Concrete road helps

Medical ~ Superinten-
dent Dr Toe Toe read out a
message sent by the World
Health Organization.

TB control project
leader Dr Thin Thin Htay
gave lectures on tuberculo-
sis infection in the commu-
nity and efforts of health
staff to control the disease

rural area

in cooperation with depart-
mental personnel and so-
cial organizations.
Members of the Wom-
en’s Affairs Organization
and the Maternal and Child
Welfare Association, local
authorities and health staff
took part in the ceremo-
ny.—Aung Min (IPRD)

develop

Nay Pyt Taw, 24
March — Nay Pyi Taw
Council member U Than
Htay and Nay Pyi Taw
Development Committee
member U Kyaw Myint of-

ficially opened a concrete
road leading to the entrance
of Ywathit Village in Pob-
bathiri Township on Tues-
day.

Nay Pyi Taw Council

shared its budget for con-
struction of a 3,600-foot-
long and 10-foot-wide
concrete road to improve
transportation to local peo-
ple.—Shwe Ye Yint

e

Secretary of )
Kayah State
General
Administration
Department U
Khin Maung
Htay and party
inaugurate
Mawchi-
Nwalawoe
Ywama inter-
village road
in Loikaw
Township on
21 March.
Loikaw IPRD

held at Sedona Hotel on

the Myanmar Medical As-
sociation (Mandalay) Dr
Than Win and the Indian
Consul in attendance.

Marketing  manager
to Myanmar Mr Ashwani
Bagga of Cipla Compa-
ny, managing director
Mr Christos Kartalis and
Asia-Pacific Region head
Ms Jaswinder Gill spoke
about the company’s new
products.

The company exports
over 200 types of medicine
to the international market.

Thiha Ko Ko
(Mandalay)

an Township, Mandalay on

26" street in Chanayethaz- Monday, with Chairman of

Monastic building under construction in
rural area of Nyaunglebin Tsp

NYAUNGLEBIN, 24
March — Construction
is under way on a new

the monastery will admit
more novices and monks
to perform religious tasks.

Bawana Monastery on
09-255837740 and 09-
31502375, U Nay Lin (re-

concrete  building  for Laypersons of the con- porter) on 09-428161763
the Bawana monastery struction committee invite and U Htay Naing of Ban-
in  Kyuchaung Village, cash donations to fund the da electronic service on 09-
Nyaunglebin ~ Township, construction. 31614208.
Bago Region. Well-wishers may Nay Lin
Upon completion, contact U Tejavamta of (Nyaunglebin)
Shwe Htilar 7 )
news journal
reports on
Meiktila
District

MEeikTiLa, 24 March
—Under the leadership of
experienced reporter Tin
Hlaing, the “Shwe Htilar”
news journal will launch in
the third week of April.

The journal will cover
events including regional
development and crime in
the townships of Meiktila,

Firefighters join fire drill at Cherry Market in

Zabuthiri Township Tuesday under supervision

Wundwin, Mahlaing and P .

Thazi in Meiktila District. of Head of Township Fire Services Department
The journal invites U Thant Zin. A US citizen reacts when he sees

advertisements  on 09~ | 0 grill as he thinks it is a real fire outbreak.

402543313.

Htay Myint Maung  \_ THAN NAING (ZABUTHIRI) )
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China says It agrees \ Wlth India to maintain border peace

BeuiNG, 24 March —
Chinaand India have agreed
to maintain peace and tran-
quillity along their Himala-
yan border while they work
on resolving a long-fester-
ing boundary dispute, Chi-
na’s foreign ministry said
after talks in New Delhi.

The talks are aimed
at fixing a dispute over the
border that divides Asia’s
largest nations, part of a
push to make progress on
the festering row before
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi visits China.

China’s foreign min-
istry said in a statement
released on Monday both
countries would build on
the results of previous nego-
tiations and push forward in
“the correct direction”.

“Both sides reiterated
the appropriate manage-
ment and control of the dis-
pute and joint maintenance
of the peace and tranquil-

lity of the border region
before the border issue is
resolved,” the ministry said.

As major neighbours
and developing countries,

Indonesia President Jokowi calls for
more investment from Japan

Tokyo, 24 March —
Indonesian President Joko
“Jokowi” Widodo called
on Japanese companies on
Tuesday to boost invest-
ment in his country, with
the Association of South-
east Asian Nations eager to
bolster its infrastructure to
advance regional connec-
tivity.

As Indonesia plans to
improve its infrastructure
such as ports, airports and
high-speed railways, Joko-
wi emphasized investment
in Southeast Asia’s largest
economy will provide in-
vestors with a “chance” to
capture returns.

“l do not want you to
miss the chance,” Jokowi
said in a speech at a busi-
ness seminar in Tokyo,
hosted by the govern-
ment-backed Japan Exter-
nal Trade Organization.

“Indonesia is a very
attractive country” as the
nation’s economy is likely
to keep expanding, Jokowi
said, adding, “I am looking
forward to your further in-
vestment in Indonesia.”

Former Japanese
Prime  Minister  Yasuo
Fukuda, now serving as
head of the Japan Indone-
sia Association, said in a
separate speech, “Indone-
sia is attractive as a hub of
production and exports in
Asia,” with the country’s
population expected to
continue growing.

Since taking office last
October, Jokowi has fo-
cused primarily on strength-
ening Indonesia’s maritime
security and transforming

Indonesian President
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo
makes a speech at a

business forum in Tokyo
on 24 March, 2015,
during his first visit to
Japan since becoming
president in October 2014.

Kyopo NEws

it into a “global maritime
axis” by upgrading port in-
frastructure and enhancing
inter-island connectivity.

In addition, he has
pledged to improve trans-
portation facilities at home,
while implementing meas-
ures to shore up the do-
mestic economy, including
power plant projects aimed
at satisfying Indonesia’s
huge demand for electric-
ity.

During a Dbilateral
summit in Tokyo on Mon-
day, Jokowi and Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
agreed their “mutually ben-
eficial economic partner-
ship” would “contribute to
the economic development
not only of their countries
but also of the entire re-
gion,” according to a joint
statement.

Japan s

the sec-

ond-biggest investor in
Indonesia after Singapore,
with about 1,440 Japanese
companies operating in the
nation as of 2013, Indone-
sian data showed. Japan is
the largest export market
for Indonesia, followed
by China and Singapore,
though China is the biggest
origin country of imports.

On Wednesday, Joko-
wi will travel to Nagoya
in central Japan by shin-
kansen bullet train to visit
Toyota Motor Corp’s head-
quarters. The shinkansen
could be an option for an
Indonesian high-speed rail-
way project to connect Ja-
karta and Surabaya.

Toyota, the world’s
largest automaker by vol-
ume, has expressed will-
ingness to increase its in-
vestment in Indonesia.

A thermal power plant
construction project in In-
donesia, meanwhile, has
been promoted by a con-
sortium formed by the Jap-
anese government-linked
Electric Power Develop-
ment Co and Japanese trad-
ing house Itochu Corp.

Indonesia’s economy
is forecast to grow more
than 5 percent in 2015
and over 7 percent in the
future, Jokowi said. His
government has also said
the nation’s population is
projected to exceed 300
million by 2035, compared
with around 250 million at
present.

Jokowi is scheduled to
visit China late Wednesday
following the trip to Japan.

Kyodo News

China’s State
Councilor
Yang Jiechi
| (L) and India’s
o, National
Security
Advisor Ajit
Doval shake
hands during
a photo
opportunity
before their
meeting in
New Delhi
on 23 March,
2015.
REUTERS

the development of rela-
tions is good for both peo-
ples as well as for regional
and global peace and devel-
opment, it said.

“Both sides ought to
work together to push for
practical cooperation in all
areas, and further increase
coordination on global and
international issues.”

The talks are the first
since Modi took office. The
nationalist Indian prime
minister is keen to resolve
a dispute that has clouded
rapidly expanding com-
mercial links. Any progress
would throw a positive light
on his expected visit to Bei-
jing in May.

However, there is no
simple solution to a conflict
that largely dates back to
British colonial decisions
about Tibet.

The disagreement over
the 3,500-km (2,175-mile)
border led to a brief war

in 1962 and involves large
swaths of remote territory.

China claims more
than 90,000 sq km (35,000
sg miles) disputed by New
Delhi in the eastern sector
of the Himalayas. Much of
that forms the Indian state of
Arunachal Pradesh, which
China calls South Tibet.

India says China oc-
cupies 38,000 square km
(14,600 sgq miles) of its
territory on the Aksai Chin
plateau in the west.

In  September, the
two armies faced off in
the Ladakh sector in the
western Himalayas just as
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping was visiting India for
the first summit talks with
Modi.

Reuters

Japan awards 7 new assistance
projects to Philippines’ Mindanao

i

Japanese Ambassador to
the Philippines Kazuhide
Ishikawa (L) signs on
24 March, 2015, in the
Philippine capital Manila
seven Japan-funded
grant assistance projects
to conflict-affected areas
on the southern island of
Mindanao.—Kyopo NEws

ManiLa, 24 March —
The Japanese government
on Tuesday awarded seven
assistance projects to con-
flict-affected areas in the
Philippines’ southern island
of Mindanao to aid peace
and development there.

Japanese Ambassador
to the Philippines Kazuhide
Ishikawa signed grant con-
tracts for the projects related
to education, agriculture and
health, to be implemented in
the provinces of Zamboan-
ga del Sur, North Cotabato,
South Cotabato, and Sultan
Kudarat, and in the city of
Cotabato. “These will pro-
vide 14 classrooms, one
health facility, 168 units
of medical equipment, and
seven units of post-harvest
equipment,” Ishikawa said
during the signing ceremo-
ny in the capital Manila for
the projects worth a total of
around $650,000.

The new package of
assistance forms part of the
Japan-Bangsamoro  Initia-
tives for Reconstruction and

Development launched in
2006 to support peace and
development in conflict-af-
fected areas in Mindanao
and surrounding areas in the
Muslim Mindanao region.
Bangsamoro refers to gen-
erally Muslim ethnic groups
concentrated in the southern
Philippines.

So far, 82 grassroots
assistance projects worth
$7.19 million have been im-
plemented under J-BIRD.

“Japan will continue
to work hand-in-hand with
all stakeholders. Our ef-
forts may seem small, and
each project is considered a
small win. But one day, we
would realize that the power
of small wins, in due time,
will reward us with big tri-
umphs,” Ishikawa said.

Maria Cleofe Sandoval
of the Philippine govern-
ment’s peace process agen-
cy noted the significance
of the latest assistance at a
time when the peace pro-
cess in Mindanao is being
challenged following a trag-
edy in January that involved
government forces, com-
batants of the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front, and other
armed rebels.

“We know, and we have
always said, that the road
to peace requires not only
an agreement, but full and
unhampered  development
on the ground. We cannot
escape the vicious cycle of
poverty and conflict without
both,” Sandoval said.

“The  overwhelming
support from the internation-
al community is heartening,
and we take this as a clear
and unmistakable sign that
our neighbours recognize
not only the legitimacy of,

but the need for, the Bang-
samoro peace process,” she
added. Noting Japan’s de-
velopment assistance and
other roles in the Mindanao
peace process, Sandoval
said, “We thank Japan for
being a steady partner in our
pursuit for peace..Such a
partner is invaluable in any
peace process.” Safrullah
Dipatuan of the Bangsamoro
Development Agency said
Japan’s intervention will
show the people in the Mus-
lim-dominated Bangsamo-
ro region, which has been
trapped in extreme poverty
due to the decades-long con-
flict, the fruits of the ongoing
peace process between the
government and the MILF.
Dipatuan said not only
are these “dividends of
peace” a “quick win,” they
will also help “liberate the
people from poverty” in the
long-term. The armed con-
flict in Mindanao, which is
rooted to the native Mus-
lims® resistance to Spanish
colonization in the mid-16th
century and attacks against
the Muslims beginning in
the 1960s, has left tens of
thousands of people killed,
displaced  millions, and
stunted the island’s econo-
my despite its having rich
natural resources. To ad-
dress these problems, the
MILF, the country’s larg-
est Muslim rebel group,
signed a comprehensive
peace agreement with the
government in March last
year after 17 years of nego-
tiations. Key components of
the agreement that will grant
self-governing powers to the
regional government, how-
ever, have yet to be fully im-
plemented.—Kyodo News
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Germanwings Airbus crashes in France, 148 feared dead

MARSEILLE, 24 March
— An Airbus operated by
Lufthansa’s Germanwings
budget airline crashed in a
remote area of the French
Alps on Tuesday and all 148
on board were feared dead.

French President Fran-
cois Hollande said he be-
lieved none of those on board
the A320 had survived, while
the head of Lufthansa spoke
of a dark day for the German
airline.

“There were 148 people
on board,” Hollande said.
“The conditions of the ac-
cident, which have not yet
been clarified, lead us to
think there are no survivors.”

A Germanwings Airbus A320 registration D-AIPX is
seen at the Berlin airport in this 29 March, 2014 file
photo. —REUTERS

French officials said
there were 142 passengers
and six crew on board and

Indian PM says
ardently expecting to
visit China

New DELHI, 24 March
— Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Tues-
day said he is ardently
expecting to visit China
soon to exchange views
with Chinese leaders on
furthering India-China re-
lations.

During a meeting here
with visiting Chinese State
Councilor Yang Jiechi,
Modi said Indian people
have fresh memories of the
successful visit to India by
Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping last year.

He also asked Yang to
convey his sincere greet-
ings to President Xi and
Premier Li Keqiang.

He said he would like
to have in-depth exchang-
es of views with Chinese
leaders on the furthering
of bilateral ties when he
visits China.

This would also send
a positive message to the
international community
on the efforts being made
by the two countries in de-
veloping friendship coop-
eration, he said.

Modi said the bilateral
relations are moving on a
fast track and in the correct
direction set by the leaders
of the two countries.

This would not only

benefit the two countries
and their peoples, but also
exert a positive influence
on Asia and the whole
world, he pointed out.

Yang conveyed cor-
dial greetings from Chi-
nese leaders to the prime
minister.

He said both China
and India are working to
implement the outcomes
from the visit of President
Xi Jinping to India last
year and the two sides are
also actively preparing for
the visit of Prime Minister
Modi to China.

Yang said that as
two biggest developing
countries in the world, by
carrying out cooperation
and building a tighter de-
velopment partnership,
China and India will help
enhance their own devel-
opment and at the mean-
time contribute to promot-
ing peace, stability and
development of the region
as well as the world.

He said that China is
willing to work with In-
dia to continuously deep-
en mutual trust, actively
expand cooperation fields
and lead China-India stra-
tegic cooperative part-
nership to move to higher
stages.—Xinhua

the plane issued a distress
call at 0947 GMT, about 52
minutes after take-off.

Hollande said there
was likely to be a signifi-
cant number of Germans on
the flight from Barcelona to
Duesseldorf.

He added: “The ac-
cident happened in a zone
that is particularly hard to
access.”

It was the first crash of
an airliner on French soil
since the Concorde disas-
ter just outside Paris in July
2000. Lufthansa Chief Ex-
ecutive Carsten Spohr said
it would be a “dark day” for
the airline if the crash were
confirmed.

“We do not yet know
what has happened to flight

4U 9525. My deepest sym-
pathy goes to the families
and friends of our passen-
gers and crew,” Lufthansa
said on Twitter, citing Spohr.

“If our fears are con-
firmed, this is a dark day for
Lufthansa. We hope to find
survivors,” it said.

A spokesman  for
France’s DGAC aviation
authority said the airliner
crashed near the town of
Barcelonnette about 100
km (65 miles) north of the
French Riviera city of Nice.

French accident investi-
gators were heading for the
crash site in Meolans-Revel,
a remote and sparsely inhab-

ited commune in the foot-
hills of the French Alps.

Airbus said it was aware
of reports about the crash.

“We are aware of the
media reports,” Airbus said
on Twitter. “All efforts are
now going towards assess-
ing the situation. We will
provide further information
as soon as available.”

Officials at Barcelona
airport said the flight took
off at 0855 GMT.

The crashed A320 is 24
years old and has been with
the parent Lufthansa group
since 1991, according to on-
line database airfleets.net.

Reuters

Rifts deepen over Okinawa base
transfer as gov’t ignores local calls

the gate of the US Marine Corps’ Camp Schwab in
Nago, Okinawa Prefecture, against the Japanese
government’s continued preparations for relocating a
US military base in the prefecture, effectively ignoring
instructions to stop the work ordered by the local
governor the previous day.—Kyopno NEws

NaHA, (Japan) 24 March
— The government on Tues-
day continued preparations
for relocating a US military
base in Okinawa Prefecture,
effectively ignoring instruc-
tions by the local governor to
stop the work and deepening
their rift over a land reclama-
tion project.

The Defence Minis-
try continued the undersea
research off the coast of
Henoko where the central
government plans to build a
replacement facility for the
US Marine Corps’ Futenma
Air Station in the southwest-
ern prefecture under a bilat-
eral accord.

S Korea rebukes North for again

SeouL, 24 March —
South Korea on Tuesday
slammed North Korea’s
latest denial of its involve-
ment in the sinking of a
South Korean warship in
a torpedo attack near their
tense maritime border five
years ago.

“It has been concluded
(the sinking was the act of)
North Korea’s submarine,

and thus North Korea’s
claim is unacceptable,”
South Korea’s Defence
Ministry spokesman Kim
Min Seok told reporters.
The sinking of the
Cheonan happened near
the western sea border on
26 March, 2010, killing 46
South Korean sailors and
marking one of the dead-
liest incidents between the

two Koreas since the end
of the 1950-1953 Korean
War.

A panel of internation-
al investigators has said
the sinking was caused by
a torpedo launched by a
North Korean submarine,
while North Korea has
strongly denied its involve-
ment in the incident.

As a retaliatory action,

The move prompted
about 100 local citizens to
stage a protest before the
US Marines’ Camp Schwab
adjacent to the planned rec-
lamation site against the
planned transfer of the Fu-
tenma base to the Henoko
coastal area.

Before the gate of Camp
Schwab in Nago, citizens
gathered in protest against
the continued offshore work
by the defence bureau, with
some saying, “This is totally
unacceptable,” and “Don’t
surrender to the Abe admin-
istration. Support the gover-
nor.” With the central gov-
ernment paying little heed to

Okinawa’s instruction, there
is an increasing potential for
Okinawa Gov Takeshi Ona-
ga to revoke the permission
the local government grant-
ed to the Okinawa Defence
Bureau for the destruction
of reefs in a designated area
unless the bureau stops the
work within a week, as he
warned on Monday.

In Tokyo, Chief Cab-
inet Secretary Yoshihide
Suga said at a Press confer-
ence, “There is no reason
to stop the operation at this
moment.” The top govern-
ment spokesman stressed
the importance of relocating
the Futenma base, located in
a densely populated area in
Ginowan, to reduce dangers
for people living nearby.

The central govern-
ment is requesting from the
Okinawa government for an
opportunity to explain the
ministry’s views on the mat-
ter, Suga said.

If Okinawa withdraws
the permission, the gov-
ernment of Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe would not hes-
itate to take the matter to a
court, sources close to the
matter said.

Based on its own re-
search, the prefectural gov-
ernment has claimed it is
likely that the defence bu-
reau damaged coral reefs

with concrete blocks in areas
where permission had not
been given during work to
prepare to resume the boring
survey.

Tokyo says placing the
concrete blocks did not re-
quire the local government’s
permission, and the defence
bureau sent a statement ex-
plaining that stance to the
Okinawa government.

Onaga won guberna-
torial election in November
after pledging to block the
planned base relocation,
beating his predecessor Hi-
rokazu Nakaima, who had
approved landfill work nec-
essary for the relocation.

In Okinawa, which
hosts the bulk of US military
installations in Japan, oppo-
nents of the plan to build the
base on reclaimed land off
Henoko also saw their can-
didates win all four of the
prefecture’s single-seat con-
stituencies in December’s
general election.

Defence Minister
Gen Nakatani expressed
displeasure over the gov-
ernor’s move, saying at a
Press conference in Tokyo,
“We have been proceeding
with the construction in ac-
cordance with an agreement
with Okinawa Prefecture,”
adding, “This is extremely
regrettable.”—Kyodo News

denying role in warship’s sinking

South Korea has suspend-
ed all large-scale aid to the
North and economic co-
operation with the North,
widely known as “24 May
Steps.” South Korea has
demanded an apology from
North Korea and a promise
not to repeat a similar prov-
ocation.

Kim’s remarks were in
response to a North Korean

statement issued on Mon-
day, in which it reiterated
its denial of involvement.
“We  remain  un-
changed in our stand that
the south has to immediate-
ly lift the ill-famed ‘step’
which they cooked up un-
der the absurd pretext of
the Cheonan warship sink-
ing case, not dragging on
time,” a spokesman for the

Policy Department of the
National Defence Commis-
sion of North Korea said
in a statement carried by
the official Korean Central
News Agency on Tuesday.
“This is because the
‘step’ is based on the fic-
titious story about the
north’s ‘involvement in
the sinking,” the statement
said.— Kyodo News
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British PM Cameron says won’t seek
third term in power

Lonpon, 24 March —
British Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron on Monday
ruled out seeking a third
term in office if he won a
second mandate in a tight-
ly fought national election
on 7 May, saying it would
then be time for a new lead-
er of his right-leaning Con-
servatives.

His comments are
designed in part to under-
score his party’s message
that it believes its job of re-
building the economy and
reforming Britain is only
half-done and that it needs
another five years “to finish
the job”.

Cameron, whose party
is neck-and-neck in opin-
ion polls with the opposi-
tion Labour Party, also said
he would like to serve a full
five-year second term from
2015-2020 if re-elected,

scotching persistent specu-
lation that he would stand
down after a possible Eu-
ropean Union membership
referendum in 2017.

But he suggested his
political ambitions would
then have run their course.

“I'm putting myself
forward for the full five
years. I feel fit enough and
healthy enough to do the
job. I’ve got a real passion
for it and I’'m really keen
to win. If I fall short I’ll be
disappointed,” he told BBC
TV.

But asked whether
he wanted a third term, he
said: “No ... The third term
is not something I’'m con-
templating.”

Cameron, 48, said pos-
sible successors included
Theresa May, the interior
minister, London mayor
Boris Johnson, and finance

Britain’s Prime Minister David Cameron addresses
a news conference during a European Union leaders
summit in Brussels on 20 March, 2015.
REUTERS

minister George Osborne,
saying the time would then
come for “a fresh pair of
eyes and fresh leadership”.

If Cameron does win
re-election, his comments
are likely to spark a lengthy
leadership contest to suc-
ceed him.

Cameron became
prime minister in 2010 and
has headed Britain’s first
coalition government since
World War Two, with the
centre-left Liberal Demo-
crats as the junior partner
to his Conservatives.

Reuters

Sarkozy passes French poll test but has
long way to go

Paris, 24 March —
Former French president
Nicolas Sarkozy has put a
faltering comeback back on
track by steering his con-
servatives to victory over
the far-right National Front
in local elections, but ma-
jor obstacles remain to his
presidential ambitions.

Sunday’s results in the
first round of voting mean
his UMP party is well
placed to make sweep-
ing gains in the 29 March
run-off for councillors in
France’s “departements”,
at the cost of President
Francois Hollande’s So-
cialists.

That  will  silence
critics who had written
off Sarkozy’s comeback
only four months after
he emerged from retire-
ment, pointing to policy
bickering in the UMP and
surveys which show even
right-leaning voters are not
sure they want him back.

“Advantage Sarkozy”,
Le Parisien daily wrote on
its front page with a smil-
ing Sarkozy on its cover.
“For his first electoral test
since his comeback, the
UMP leader has pulled it
off.” But his victory came
partly thanks to a fragile
alliance with centrist par-
ties well removed from his
tough line on issues such as
immigration and national
identity. This means ques-
tions remain as to how the
UMP will position itself for

the 2017 presidential elec-
tion — and who will be its
candidate.

“It’s not in the bag for
Sarkozy,” Jerome Four-
quet of pollster Ifop said.
“The UMP will still be hit
by tensions and divisions
between those who want a
more right-wing line and
those who want alliances to
the centre.

The UMP and its allies
together took just over 29
percent of Sunday’s vote,
ahead of Marine Le Pen’s
National Front on 25 per-
cent and the Socialists on
22 percent.

But the UMP tally was
boosted by candidates of
the centrist UDI and Mo-
Dem parties. While there
was no official score for the
UMP alone, it would have
been at least a few per-
centage points less without
them — as Le Pen pointed
out on Sunday night.

It is not Sarkozy but
ex-prime minister Alain
Juppe, a rival for the UMP
presidential ticket, who has
pushed hardest to bring
the party closer to middle-
of-the-road voters through
such alliances. Sarkozy’s
strategy has been to lure
far-right voters back into
the UMP fold.

“Sarkozy is trying to
make this appear as his vic-
tory,” said analyst Thomas
Guenole, an expert on the
French right. “But in fact it
is the Juppe line which has

Nicolas Sarkozy, former French president and current

UMP conservative political party head, attends a polit-

ical rally in the Essonne department as he campaigns

for French departmental elections in Palaiseau, near
Paris on 16 March, 2015.—REUTERs

which won.”

Before his defeat by
Hollande in the 2012 pres-
idential election, Sarkozy
was known for his aggres-
sive style and strong hold
on his party. However, he
had failed in the past few
months to garner the enthu-
siasm he expected within
the UMP and opinion polls
have also shown he was
struggling to convince.

Only 40 percent of
right-wing  voters  want
Sarkozy, who is also
dogged by various legal
cases, to run for the 2017
presidential election, one
survey showed last month.
This was down from 62
percent in July 2014 while
he was in retirement. Ju-
ppe, now 69 and until now
known for being forced to
drop unpopular welfare
reforms in the 1990s, has

shaped an elder statesman
image for himself which
works well with voters
— who in one recent poll
made him France’s most
popular politician.
Assuming the UMP
capitalises on the first
round and wins a major-
ity of departements next
Sunday, the next test for
Sarkozy is a party congress
in May where he wants to
re-launch the party with
a new name and start re-
building its platform for
2017. In recent weeks he
has signaled a line promot-
ing national identity, con-
troversially suggesting that
a ban on wearing veils in
schools should be extended
to universities and by op-
posing alternative choices
in school canteens when
pork is on the menu.
Reuters

UN Secretary-General’s
Message on The
International Day of
Remembrance of the
Victims of Slavery and the
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade
25 March 2015

To mark this International Day, | will unveil a
permanent and fitting Memorial to honour the victims
of slavery and the Trans-Atlantic slave trade at the
United Nations in New York.

The “Ark of the Return” Memorial will bring
home to visitors from around the world, the terrible
legacy of the slave trade. It will enable them to reflect
on a core goal of the United Nations: the promotion
and preservation of the dignity, freedom and equality
of all human beings.

This year we pay a particular tribute to the many
women who suffered and died during the slave trade.
They experienced appalling violence, including sexual
and reproductive enslavement, prostitution, repeated
sexual assault, as well as forced childbearing and the
sale of their own children. They were deprived of the
right to choose whether, and with whom, to have sex-
ual relationships; and whether, when, and with whom,
to have children.

Yet women slaves played a key role in maintain-
ing the dignity of their communities. Too often their
leadership and brave resistance has been under-esti-
mated, or forgotten.

In all, some 12 million Africans were shipped
across the Atlantic over four centuries, although the
number purchased by slave traders was far higher.

The Transatlantic slave trade remains a monstrous
crime and a stain on human history.

Tragically, slavery has still not ended. In the past
year, thousands of women, men and children in Syria
and Iraq have been abducted. Many women have been
sold to fighters in public slave-markets. Slavery stub-
bornly persists in other parts of the world.

This despicable trade could not exist without
deep-seated racism. It is absolutely vital that the dan-
gers inherent in racism are made crystal clear to all.

On this important day we must re-double our ef-

forts to end modern slavery, once and for all.
UNIC/Yangon

Conservative Republican
Cruz says will run for
presidential election

‘W ASHINGTON, 24 and Wisconsin Gov Scott

March — Ted Cruz, an
outspoken Republican sen-
ator backed by the conserv-
ative Tea Party group, said
on Monday he will run for
the US presidential elec-
tion next year, becoming
the first major candidate to
announced a bid for nomi-
nation.

Cruz made the an-
nouncement in a gather-
ing in Virginia as he has
lagged in polls behind oth-
er Republicans believed to
be aspirants for the party’s
nomination, such as for-
mer Florida Gov Jeb Bush

Walker.

“I believe in the power
of millions of courageous
conservatives rising up
to reignite the promise of
America and that is why
today I am announcing
that I am running for the
presidency of the United
States,” Cruz said.

Hillary Clinton, a pop-
ular Democratic politician
who formerly served as
US first lady and secretary
of state, is expected to an-
nounce her bid to become
president next month.

Kyodo News
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What will we leave behind
for new generations?

By Aung Khin

hen we die, the words on our tomb-
stones mean far less than those spo-
ken about us by the people we leave

behind. While we are still alive, we can deter-
mine through our actions whether the stories
future generations share about us will be good
or bad.

A person’s lifetime achievements have re-

percussion for their offspring or relatives. If they
work for the welfare of society, their descendents
will be proud of their connection. In contrast,
those infamous for their ill deeds cast a shadow
on those who share their name.

On the world stage, new generations of dicta-
tors and tyrants inherit public hatred from their
ancestors, while the offspring of beloved leaders
also receive the people’s love. While new genera-
tions may not have proven themselves as worthy
as their ancestors, the praise and popularity they
inherit could motivate them to good deeds.

William Shakespeare said, “No legacy is so
rich as honesty.” Honesty is a better inheritance
than power or money. While the latter two can
help the bearer exert a certain influence, they
cannot guarantee peace and safety.

If a state leader can turn his country into a
developed nation, he will impress his own citizens

and the global community. Such a reputation is
more valuable than money and property, which
can be taken away.

When leaders focus on enriching their soci-
ety, rather than themselves, they can create a
legacy that ensures future generations share
positive stories about them long after they have
gone.

Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and contributions.
If you have any comments or would like to submit
editorials, analyses or reports please email wallace.
tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.
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Avoid or stop associating with Jerks, jive-persons,
cheapskates, snobs, thugs and rapscallions

By:Tommy Pauk

HE individual dif-
ferences are found in
humans such as

characters, habits, hobbies,
IQ level, EQ levels etc.
However, the ultimate goal
of human beings is the same
i.e. ‘survival of the fittest.’
Since man is a social ani-
mal, we humans associate
with each other within our
community or from interna-
tional communities  for
common interests. In this
regard, we have to be clever
enough to deal with the per-
sons who act differently
from simple and ordinary
persons. The characters of
such persons are nasty,
awkward and disgusting.
We need to behave each
other harmoniously for our
human endeavor and social
welfare in the society to-
gether. The characters or
behaviors of some persons
do not contribute to the
benefit of others as they are
categorized in the bad char-
acters. The following types
of anti-social behaviors can
be obviously found in hu-
man beings in human
society.

A contemptibly foolish
person or a jerk never does
any good thing or contrib-
ute to anyone on earth. In
other words, he is a worth-
less or despicable person.
No one wishes to associate
with this type of person for
any reason or purpose. Al-
though he is a human being,
his reasonable power is be-
neath consideration. The
word’ foolish’ in the sense
that a person is not being
sensible or lack of common
sense. Actually, this type of

person is neither mad nor
insane. If we deal or make
friends with him, it will be
of no use for us. He will not
help us for social dealing
and social welfare. His way
of thinking and behavior
annoy us and disturb us.
Moreover, he makes us dis-
appointed badly and deals
with others dishonestly or
unfairly.

The jive-persons are
not reliable to be as friends
or associates or partners as
they do not practice or be-
have honestly among their
friends. The jive-persons
usually bluff and talk non-
sense to others. They are
deceitful or worthless per-
sons. They wait for the
chance to take advantages
upon his friends. Instead of
fulfilling the needs and
wants of their friends, they
selfishly find the benefit and
personal gain for them.
They do not contribute to
the welfare of the society
too.

The cheapskates are
the ones who are stingy
enough to give money to
charity. They do not wish to
be as donors for charitable
activities. They are reluc-
tant to spend money and
avoid paying a fair share of
costs or expenses in the
community. Actually, the
cheapskates are not pau-
pers, but well-to-do per-
sons. Even though they are
being rich persons, they are
extremely stingy to pay for
charity and for social wel-
fare activities for their soci-
ety or other societies. The
cheapskates are unfriendly,
insincere and unsupportive
to their colleagues or
friends. Their mindsets and

behaviors towards others
are totally unfit for genuine-
ly social dealing. Therefore,
the ordinary or general peo-
ple are awfully aware of the
unsociable characters of the
cheapskates.

Snobs are the ones who
have the exaggerated re-
spect for high social posi-
tions or wealth or elite and
who look down on those
regarded as socially inferi-
or. Their snobbish behavior
and manner depict the dis-
crimination between the
haves and the have-nots.
The snobs always pay re-
spect to the powerful per-
sons or wealthy person or
aristocrats, expecting some
benefit or personal gain
rather than for social wel-
fare indeed. They will nev-
er contribute to the welfare
of middle class people or
the poor. Normally, they
make friends with the peo-
ple who hold higher rank
positions in the government
or in the powerful political
party or top in social posi-
tions. The snobs have the
feeling that the normal peo-
ple or the underprivileged
or the proletariat are worth-
less or beneath considera-
tion or despicable. The atti-
tude of the snobs s
absolutely inhumane and
selfish. They are also un-
trustworthy persons in the
society. The snobbish per-
sons never ever contribute
to the prosperity of the soci-
ety concerned as they have
no goodwill-spirit. There-
fore, it is advisable to avoid
or stop associating with
snobs totally.

Thugs are the crimi-
nals who are aggressive and
violent. They can be found

in any society in the world.
Since they are criminals,
they earn their living by
committing crimes when-
ever they have chance to
commit. Moreover, they are
outlaws and they do not
hesitate to commit any kind
of crimes such as robbery,
pick-pocketing, rape, mug-
ging and Kidnapping etc.
These bad guys usually
threaten the daily life of the
good guys. The bad guys
organize or persuade the
tramp or vagabonds to com-
mit crimes for their surviv-
al. They have formed or or-
ganized certain  gangs
which run illegal business-
es known as piracy or mafia
gangs or IS militant groups.
Some of the thugs serve as
lackeys for those who are
tyrants or despots in the
world. Normal or decent
people avoid associating
with them. Thugs do not
confront the law enforce-
ment agencies or police and
they also do not obey the
laws of society. They are
the small groups when we
compare with the decent
majority people in a certain
society, but their threat is
immense in daily life. They
act or move or commit
crimes in the darkness and
sometimes even in broad-
day-light.  The innocent
people are fully aware of
this danger so they demand
firm security or legal pro-
tection for them. They feel
insecure about the potential
danger if there is no securi-
ty. Nowadays, in some
countries, the thugs fre-
quently commit gang-rape,
Kidnapping and robbery.
They are dangerous persons
for the human society. They

make the atmosphere in the
society gloomy and un-
pleasant. The movements
of thugs are in disguise of
certain ideology or radicali-
zation and they even per-
suade the international
youths to join their illegal
organizations by using in-
ternet as their communica-
tion tool. Their sacrifice for
their ideology or so-called
radicalization is usually
posted online. Actually,
they are merely ruffians
who disrupt the global
peace. This is a great threat
to the parents across the
world. The parents in the
world are deeply concerned
about their offspring be-
cause they might be caught
in the cunning trap set by
the thugs known as terror-
ists or inhumane thugs. The
parents must warn their
children to avoid associat-
ing with any type of thugs
and point out their tricky
tactics.

Rapscallions are dis-
honest and untrustworthy
persons in the human socie-
ty. The innocent people do
not know their dishonest
way or cheating technique
while dealing with them for
doing business or making
contract etc. They pretend
to be as decent persons
when they deal with simple
people. They intend to ex-
ploit or cheat the innocent
people whenever they have
chances. They deliberately
exploit or cheat their asso-
ciates for personal gain and
benefit.

At first, the simple and
gullible people want to be-
friend such persons without

knowing their inner bad
characters clearly. Later,
they realize that these per-
sons are not worthy of true
friends or associates. They
really do not deserve as
their reliable or trustworthy
friends of the simple and
honest people. There are
many so-called friends in
the world. Therefore, we
must be cautious enough to
deal or select true friends or
reliable  associates  for
achieving sustainable fra-
ternity or mutual-benefit.
We should know their
tricky or deceitful or crafty
behavior and practice. Viv-
idly, the aforesaid persons
are not virtuous ones but
stupid scoundrels indeed.
Actually these practices are
immoral and  cunning.
These types of persons are
dangerous for the simple
people in their daily life .
They do neglect the essence
of sincerity, friendship and
fraternity, but they care for
their benefit and think how
to take advantage on the
simple people. In addition,
these persons are unfriend-
ly and unsympathetic. To
analyze the behavior, prac-
tice and mindsets of these
persons, they are almost an-
ti-social and inhumane be-
cause they violate the rules
and norms of social animal.

In conclusion, if we in-
tend to build a pleasant and
peaceful society, we should
avoid or stop associating
with above-stated persons.
They cannot be tamed or
punished as they are churl-
ish or ill-bred or ill-dis-
posed. 11111

Tommy Pauk is the pseudonym of U Thein Swe,
who is B.A (English) and (Registered Law) R.L I.
degrees holder. He has English Teaching experience

at Yangon University English Department and
Workers’ college in Yangon, and now is working
as freelance writer and English Teacher cum
Translator/Interpreter for foreign firms.
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Solar Impulse-2 to leave for China on 27 March

MANDALAY, 24 March
The groundbreaking
Swiss-built aircraft Solar
Impulse-2 is preparing to
depart for China after near-
ly a week in Mandalay.
The plane, powered

entirely by the sun, landed
at Mandalay International
Airport on 19 March at 8
pm. University and basic
education students, along
with other members of the
public, have been given

the opportunity to view the
plane, with officials from
the aircraft’s support team
giving talks on the use of
solar power.

At present, the aircraft
is making preparations to

proceed to China on 27
March. On its way to Chi-
na, the solar impulse will
pass over Sagaing Hill,
Mandalay Hill and Ay-
eyawady River—Maung
Pyi Thu (Mandalay)

Asphalt roads in Myeik Township improve

MyEik, 24 March —
To mark the 70" Anni-
versary of Armed Forces
Day, new asphalt and con-
crete streets were officially

ship, Taninthayi Region,
on 22 March, with Region
Minister for Transport Dr
Kyaw Hsan in attendance.
Already-opened Na-

opened in Myeik Town- warat Road is 1740 feet

Villages receive electricity

Nay Pyi Taw, 24 March — Vice
Mayor of Nay Pyi Taw Council Area U
Than Kyaw Htoo launched a 100 KVA
transformer to supply electricity to
Kyonpadaw Village in Pantanaw Town- |
ship, Ayeyawady Region at a ceremony
on 22 March.

The vice mayor and Ayeyawady E[E
Region Minister U Than Tun attended ==
the ceremony to electrify six villages in
Ohbo and Kapaing village-tracts.

The vice mayor donated K4.2 mil-
lion to the fund for power supply process
of Kyonpadaw Village.

Local authorities installed four trans-
formers to benefit over 1,200 houses in
the villages. They have a plan to supply
electricity to the 32 remaining villages in
the township.—Zaw Min Aung (107)

transportation for local residents

AT

long and 12 feet wide, hav-
ing been built with K32
million from the township
development affairs com-
mittee and local residents.
The region minister

ol P

supply

and officials cut the ribbon
to open the 750-foot-long
Sibinthaya road worth K7
million in Yaybone Ward,
the 1,100-foot-long 10th
street worth K19.2 mil-
lion in Naukle Ward, the
700 foot-long Yaynantaik
road worth K9.3 million
in Tatpyin Ward, and the
730-foot-long Khatta road
worth K8.3 million in Para-
mi Ward 2.

The paved roads will
provide much more relia-
ble transport, particularly
during monsoon season.

In the 2014-15 fiscal
year, the township devel-
opment affairs committee
and local people cooper-
ated in construction of 38
asphalt roads in the town-
ship.—Khaing Htoo (Mye-
ik District IPRD)
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Central Command HQ renovates
ancient monuments in Royal
Mandalay City

-MANDALAY, 24 March
— Military servicemen of
the Central Command Head-

rET ¢ Ewa b s

quarters recently carried out
cleaning and maintenance
work around ancient monu-
ments in Mandalay.

Among  the  sites
cleaned were the Mya Nan
Sankyaw Golden Palace, the
coin factory and the North
Garden Lake, as well as the
graveyards of King Mindon,
King Bagan’s mother, and
the queens Hsinbyumashin,
Nanmadaw and Laungshay.

Officials of the Central
Command Headquarters
have spent K29.3 million
on renovation of nine wells,
the North Garden Lake and
Boktaloke Lake built by
King Mindon in October
2014—Maung Pyi  Thu
(Mandalay)
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South Syrian rebels say Assad foes are supplying more arms

Berur, 24 March —
Mainstream rebels in south-
ern Syria say foreign states
have stepped up weapons
supplies to them since Da-
mascus launched an offen-
sive early last month to re-
gain the frontier zone near
Jordan and Israel.

This suggests President
Bashar al-Assad’s Arab and
Western enemies want to
help preserve the last major
foothold of what they call
the moderate opposition,
although the rebels say the
equipment still falls short of
their needs.

The  Syrian  army
backed by allied militia
including the Lebanese

Shi’ite group Hezbollah
are trying to regain territory
which is vitally important to
Assad and his allies in Iran;
both attach great impor-
tance to the struggle with
Israel, which borders Syria
to the southwest.

At first they advanced
rapidly through the south-
western corner of Syria.
State TV broadcast from
several villages captured
from the insurgents, who
are among the last remnants
of the mainstream rebellion

against Assad that has been
crushed elsewhere by gov-
ernment forces or jihadist
groups such as Islamic State
and the Nusra Front, a wing
of al-Qaeda.

But the push then ap-
peared to slow. Three rebel
officials said foreign states
had increased their help in
response to the advance.
“We are asking for more,”
said Saber Safar, a colonel
who defected from the Syr-
ian army and now heads
a group called “The First
Army”, part of “The South-
ern Front” rebel alliance.
He spoke via Skype from
inside Syria. The rebels de-
clined to give details, or say
which states had supplied
the weapons. The Southern
Front groups have previous-
ly received military aid via
Jordan, a staunch US ally.

Some of the south-
ern rebel groups have re-
ceived US-made anti-tank
weapons, though they have
long described the quanti-
ties as small. In addition to
the United States, Assad’s
foreign opponents include
Saudi Arabia, Qatar and
Turkey.

A Syrian  military

Smoke rises after what activists said was an airstrike on Atimah, Idlib Province on 8 March, 2015. —REUTERS

source said the army was
working according to a new
plan “focussed on directing
concentrated blows against
some of the positions of
the terrorist gangs”. “These
strikes are achieving ex-

US pledges to keep funding Afghans

amid calls for slowe

Camp Davip, 24 March
— The United States as-
sured Afghanistan’s leaders
on Monday it would keep
funding Afghan security
forces at a targeted peak
level of 352,000 personnel
at least into 2017 to provide
stability as foreign troops
withdraw from the country.

The announcement by
US Defence Secretary Ash
Carter came ahead of talks at
the White House on Tuesday
at which Afghan President
Ashraf Ghani is expected
to press his case for a slow-
ing of the withdrawal of US
forces.

After a day of talks at
the US presidential retreat
at Camp David, Carter, US
Secretary of State John Ker-
ry and Afghan leaders were
at pains to avoid getting
ahead of the White House
talks, at which Obama is ex-
pected to respond to Ghani’s
plea. However, in response
to a question at a joint news
conference, Kerry said, “It’s
our knowledge that Presi-
dent Obama is actively con-
sidering that request.”

Ghani replaced Hamid
Karzai as Afghan president
last year and enjoys a much
smoother relationship with
Washington.

Earlier on Monday, he

delivered an address to US
soldiers and military families
at the Pentagon and sought
to reassure Americans of
the value of their sacrifice in
lives lost and money spent in
the battle against al-Qaeda
and other extremists in more
than 13 years of war in Af-
ghanistan.

Noting that more than
2,215 Americans had been
killed and 20,000 wounded,
he said, “Each one of you
has left a legacy, but | also
understand that Afghanistan
has marked you.”

Ghani’s words of grati-
tude marked a sharp contrast
with Karzai, who left office
last year accusing the United
States of inflicting a war on

r pullout

W
US Secretary of State John Kerry (R) and Afghanistan
President Ashraf Ghani approach reporters before their
diplomatic meetings at Camp David, Maryland
on 23 March, 2015.—REUTERS

his country that intensified
with the drawdown of US
forces.

With a more friendly
partner in Ghani, US offi-
cials acknowledge that con-
ditions have changed since
May when Obama declared
that by the end of 2015 the
US force would be roughly
halved from the current total
of about 10,000 and would
operate only from bases in
Kabul and Bagram.

The US military has
been drawing up revised op-
tions and a senior US official
told Reuters last week the
US military bases in Kanda-
har and Jalalabad were like-
ly to remain open beyond the
end of 2015.—Reuters

cellent results,” the source
said.

Mainstream rebels in
northern  Syria  suffered
their most recent setback
with the collapse of the
Hazzm movement, a US-

backed group that dissolved
itself earlier this month after
coming under attack from
the Nusra Front.

The weakness of the
mainstream groups is a big
complication for US plan-

ners who want to arm and
train rebels to fight Islamic
State. The Nusra Front is
also active in the south but
has avoided conflict with
the  mainstream  groups
there.—Reuters

Japan, Tunisia confirm cooperation
In antiterrorism efforts

Tunis, 24 March —
Japanese  Parliamentary
Vice Foreign Minister Ka-
zuyuki Nakane on Mon-
day held talks with top
Tunisian officials and con-
firmed that the two coun-
tries will work together on
antiterrorism in the wake
of a deadly shooting ram-
page at a landmark muse-
um in Tunis last week.

Nakane, who met
Prime Minister Habib Es-
sid and Foreign Minister
Taieb Baccouche, said he
also requested that meas-
ures be taken to ensure
safety for Japanese living
in, and travelling to, the
country.

Three of the 21 people
killed in the attack by gun-
men at the Bardo National
Museum were Japanese.

Baccouche expressed
condolences over the
deaths of the three Japa-
nese and noted the impor-
tance of building peace,
not just stepping up mili-
tary capability, in the fight
against terrorism. He said
it is necessary to direct
attention to young people
getting radicalized and
stressed the need for meas-
ures to address poverty
and unemployment.

The Tunisian govern-
ment believes that three
people were involved in

L

-f-r .

the attack, with two of
them having been killed at
the scene. It has launched
a major investigation and a
manhunt for the third sus-
pect. After arriving in Tu-
nisia on Sunday, Nakane
visited the museum in the
capital and paid tribute to
the victims of the attack.
He denounced the act, say-
ing Japan “will never give
in to terrorism.”

The Japanese dip-
lomat visited a hospital
where injured Japanese
were being treated on
Monday. He told reporters
that they were on their way
to recovery.

Kyodo News

Japanese
Parliamenta-
ry Vice For-
eign Minister
Kazuyuki Na-
kane (L) talks
. with Tunisian
& Foreign Min-
ister Taieb
Baccouche
(R) at the
Japanese
M [\ Embassy in
41 ¢ Tunis on 23
' March, 2015.
Kyopo NEws
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Samsung to pre-install Microsoft
apps on Android tablets

SEATTLE, 24 March —
Microsoft Corp’s Office
apps will be pre-installed in
some Samsung tablets run-
ning Google Inc’s Android
system, extending an agree-
ment to put some Microsoft
apps on the new Samsung
Galaxy S6 phone.

The move is the latest
sign that Microsoft is push-
ing to get its cloud-enabled
software into the hands of
as many customers as pos-
sible, regardless of the plat-
form or device.

Microsoft said on
Monday that Samsung will
pre-install Word, Excel,
PowerPoint, Skype and its
note-taking and cloud stor-
age apps on certain tablets

—

BE Microsoft

B & Microsoft

in the first half of this year.

Customers can use the
apps free of charge but must
pay for premium features.

The companies said in
February the new Samsung
Galaxy S6 phone would be
pre-installed with some Mi-
crosoft apps.

In the past, Microsoft
preferred to pair its lucrative
Office applications with its
ubiquitous Windows oper-
ating system, but with the
rise of mobile computing,
Microsoft has been working
hard to make its software
available to users of Apple
Inc’s iOS and Google’s An-
droid, which dominate the
tablet and smartphone mar-
kets.—Reuters

A shadow of a man using his mobile phone is cast near
Microsoft logo at the 2014 Computex exhibition in
Taipei on 4 June, 2014.—REUTERS

Apple or pear? Scientists discover new
gene linked to your body shape

US, SpaceX focus on second stage
engine to wrap up certification

W ASHINGTON, 24
March — The US Air
Force said on Monday it
was on track to certify
privately held SpaceX to
launch US military and
spy satellites by June, with
the final efforts focused
on qualifying the second
stage engine and structure
of its Falcon 9 rocket.

The Air Force said it
had worked closely with
Space Exploration Tech-
nologies, or SpaceX, to
map out the “relatively
small amount of work”
that needs to be done be-
fore completing the certi-
fication process.

Once certified,
SpaceX will be allowed to
compete for some of the
launches now carried out
solely by United Launch
Alliance, a joint venture
of Lockheed Martin Corp
and Boeing Co, the two
largest US weapons mak-
ers.

Officials also are
looking at contamination
control as they wrap up the
SpaceX certification pro-
cess, the Air Force said.

The Air Force said

it and SpaceX planned to
revise a June 2013 agree-
ment about the certifica-
tion process to adopt rec-
ommendations made after
the first phase of an inde-
pendent review ordered by
Air Force Secretary Debo-
rah James in January.

The Air Force said the
panel, led by former Air
Force Chief of Staff Larry
Welch, had recommended
ways to better focus the
certification process on
the new entrant’s ability to
deliver hardware, support
and processes to meet re-
quirements.

It said the panel car-
ried out in-depth discus-
sions with key personnel
at the Air Force’s Space
and Missiles  Systems
Center and SpaceX, and
a close review of the cer-
tification documents and
data, during the first phase
of the review.

No further details
about specific recommen-
dations were immediately
available.

James praised the re-
view team’s diligent and
prompt work and said she

el

The unmanned Falcon 9 rocket, launched by
SpaceX and carrying NOAA’s Deep Space Climate
Observatory Satellite, lifts off from launch pad 40 the
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station in Cape Canaveral,
Florida on 11 Feb, 2015.—REUTERS

remained committed to
“bold innovation, compet-
itive space launches, and
improved partnership with
industry.”

SpaceX Chief Execu-
tive Elon Musk welcomed
the Air Force’s decision to
review and revise the cer-
tification process.

The Air Force said the
second phase of the inde-
pendent review would ex-
amine the broader process
for certifying new entrants
to the space launch busi-

ness.

On Monday, United
Launch Alliance said it
would let Americans vote
over the next two weeks
whether to name its new
rocket Eagle, Freedom,
or GalaxyOne. The name
will be announced 13
April, it said.

ULA is reacting to
the rapid rise of SpaceX
by racing to lower launch
costs and attract more
commercial customers.

Reuters

WASHINGTON, 24 March
— Scientists have found a new
gene linked to body fat dis-
tribution in research that may
help explain why you have an
apple or pear shape.

Researchers  from the
Duke University reported on
Monday in the US journal
Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences that a
gene called Plexin D1 could
control both where fat is stored
and how fat cells are shaped,
known factors in health and
even the risk of future disease.

“This work identifies a
new molecular pathway that
determines how fat is stored
in the body, and as a result, af-
fects overall metabolic health,”
said senior author John Rawls,
associate professor of molecu-
lar genetics and microbiology
at Duke University School of
Medicine. “Moving forward,
the components of that path-
way can become potential
targets to address the dangers
associated with visceral fat ac-
cumulation.” The researchers
chose zebrafish for this study
since their transparent bodies

were easy to observe and found
those genetically engineered to
lack Plexin D1 had less abdom-
inal or visceral fat, the kind that
lends some humans a characteris-
tic apple shape, than their normal
counterparts.

Previous research has shown
that people with an apple shape
are more likely to develop diabe-
tes and heart disease than those
who have bigger hips and thighs,
also described as being pear-
shaped.

The same effect was ob-
served in zebrafish. Those who
were knocked out of the gene
were protected from insulin re-
sistance, a precursor of diabetes,
even after eating a high-fat diet.

And that may be because
that the visceral fat tissue of the
mutant zebrafish was composed
of smaller, but more numerous
cells, which the researchers said
are known to decrease the risk of
insulin resistance and metabolic
disease in humans.

In contrast, their normal
siblings had visceral fat tissue
containing larger, but fewer fat
cells of the kind known to be
more likely to leak inflammatory

substances that contribute to
illness.

Bolstering the zebrafish
findings, collaborators at the
Karolinska Institute in Sweden
analyzed human patient sam-
ples and showed that levels of
Plexin D1 were higher in indi-
viduals with type 2 diabetes,
suggesting it may play a sim-
ilar role in humans.

The researchers also used
mice to study the function of
Plexin D1, but all of the an-
imals altered to lack the gene
died at birth.

Next, they planned to
search for other genes as well
as environmental factors that
are involved in the biology of
body fat, again using zebrafish
models.

“Our results indicate that
the genetic architecture of
body fat distribution is shared
between fish and humans,
which represents about 450
million years of evolutionary
divergence,” Rawls said. *“ For
these pathways to have been
conserved for so long suggests
that they are serving an impor-
tant role.”—Xinhua

Researchers measure a cowfish on the Poyang Lake, east
China’s Jiangxi Province, on 19 March, 2015. Cowfish, the only
hydrophilous mammal in the Yangtze River, is facing extinction
as there are only about 1,000 left in China and is reducing at a
rate of 13.7% each year. To call for protection of cowfish, the
Ministry of Agriculture has started a programme recently. As
part of the programme, researchers began to choose 8 cowfishes
in Poyang Lake and change their habitat to nature reserves in
Hubei and Hunan Provinces from 19 March.—XINHUA

India’s Mars mission completes
six months in space

New Derni, 24 March — India’s Mars mission has completed six
months in space and all scientific instruments are in good working condi-
tion, sources said on Tuesday.

“The mission, called Mangalyaan, uses nearly two kgs of fuel every
year and 37 kgs of fuel is still there to be exhausted. So, the mission is
expected to last long,” the sources said. Moreover, all five scientific in-
struments on board the mission, including the satellite, are also in good
condition, they said. The mission has been taking spectacular pictures of
the surface of Mars, including mountains and dead volcanoes, and send-
ing the images back to Earth. India on 24 September last year successfully
launched its maiden Mars mission, said to be the world’s cheapest space
mission.—Xinhua
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Boston bomb suspect influenced by

al -Qaeda — expert witness
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Evidence from the Boston Marathon bombing trial, including a pressure-cooker
bomb recovered from the Watertown crime scene and a diploma for Tamerlan
Tsarnaev, is seen at the Moakley Federal Courthouse in Boston, Massachusetts
on 19 March, 2015.—REUTERS

BostoNn, 24 March —
Boston Marathon bombing
suspect Dzhokhar Tsar-
naev was heavily influ-
enced by al-Qaeda litera-
ture and lectures, some of
which was found on his
laptop, a counterterrorism
expert testified at his trial
on Monday.

The testimony cut to
the heart one of Ameri-
ca’s most closely watched
court battles, with prosecu-
tors painting Tsarnaev as a
home-grown terrorist and
his defence arguing he was
a mostly normal American
kid who came under the in-
fluence of his radical older
brother.

Matthew Levitt, a sen-
ior fellow at the Washing-

ton Institute for Near East
Studies, said some of Tsar-
naev’s Twitter posts and
parts of a note he scrawled
inside a drydocked boat
where he was captured sev-
eral days after the deadly
marathon attack resembled
Islamist publications.

“We see in them (con-
cepts from) al-Awlaki’s
statements and other writ-
ings from the radicalizers,”
Levitt said, referring to
Anwar al-Awlaki, a US-
born al-Qaeda figure who
published lectures and a
glossy  English-language
magazine about violent ji-
had found on Tsarnaev’s
computer.

Awlaki was killed in a
US drone strike in 2011.

Levitt added that the
marathon bombing ap-
peared to fit into a broader
“global jihad movement”
that encourages Muslims to
commit violence targeting
the United States.

Tsarnaev is accused
of killing three people and
injuring 264 with a pair of
homemade pressure-cook-
er bombs at the race’s
crowded finish line on 15
April, 2013, and with fatal-
ly shooting a police officer
three days later as he and
his 26-year-old brother,
Tamerlan, tried to flee the
city.

Tamerlan  Tsarnaev
died following a gunfight
with police later that night
and Dzhokhar was arrest-

H ed, severely wounded by

gunfire, after a homeowner
in the suburb of Watertown
found him hiding in a boat
in his backyard. He left a
note in that boat suggest-
ing that the attacks were
an act of retribution for
US military campaigns in
Muslim-dominated coun-
tries and that he viewed his
brother as a martyr.

“We Muslims are one
body you hurt one you hurt
us all,” the message read,
citing what it said was ag-
gression in Muslim lands.
“l don’t like killing inno-
cent people it is forbidden
in Islam, but due to said (...)
it is allowed,” the message
read, with a word missing
due to a bullet hole.

Defence attorneys
have admitted that the
21-year-old defendant

committed the crimes he is
accused of, but are trying
to save his life in the capi-
tal case by arguing that his
brother masterminded the
attacks.

FBI computer special-
ist Kevin Swindon testified
earlier that copies of al-Qa-
eda’s “Inspire” magazine
were found on Tsarnaev’s
laptop, including one with
an article titled: “How to
Make a Bomb in the Kitch-
en of Your Mom.” It also
included several audio files
of Awlaki lectures, he said.

Swindon said the lap-
top also had backup files
of Tsarnaev’s iPhone that
showed he texted a friend,
Dias Kadyrbayev, shortly
after the attack, saying: “U

saw the news?... Better not
text me my friend.”

Defence attorney Wil-
liam Fick grilled Swindon
in cross-examination in an
attempt to point out that it
was unclear where the files
on Tsarnaev’s computer
originated, and that there
was a chance that some
were placed there by Ta-
merlan or others.

Fick asked Swindon
about a thumb drive inves-
tigators had found at a land-
fill along with other items
belonging to Dzhokhar,
which contained files on
how to make explosives:
“Isn’t it true that every file
and folder on this drive
was created by Tamerlan’s
computer?”

“l don’t know,” Swin-
don replied.

Separately, a poll re-
leased on Monday found
that more Boston-area res-
idents would prefer to see
Tsarnaev sentenced to life
in prison without the possi-
bility of parole rather than
death. Some 49 percent of
respondents to a poll con-
ducted for WBUR radio by
MassiInc Polling said they
preferred a life sentence,
with 38 percent wanting to
see a death sentence.

The bombing Killed
restaurant manager Krys-
tle Campbell, 29, graduate
student Lingzi Lu, 23, and
8-year-old Martin Richard.
Massachusetts Institute of
Technology police officer
Sean Collier, 27, was shot
dead three days later.

Reuters

China executes three men convicted in mass stabblng at train station

BeuiNng, 24 March
— China executed three
accused  separatists on
Tuesday for their role in
an attack that killed 31 peo-
ple at a train station in the
southwest last year, a court
said.

The government has
said the attack, in the
southwestern city of Kun-
ming, was carried out by
knife-wielding separatists
from the far western re-
gion of Xinjiang, which is
strategically located on the
borders of Central Asia.

The three men who
were executed, Iskandar
Ehet, Turgun Tohtunyaz
and Hasayn Muhammad,
were sentenced to death
in September after being
convicted of homicide and
leading a terrorist organ-
ization, the Kunming In-

termediate People’s Court
said. A higher court later
upheld the sentence, the of-
ficial Xinhua news agency
reported.

Police shot four other
assailants dead during the
knife attack, which injured
141 people on 1 March,
2014.

Xinjiang, home to the
Muslim Uighur minority
group, has been plagued
by unrest in recent years.
Some Uighurs have chafed
under Chinese restrictions
on their culture and reli-
gion.

Rights groups have
expressed concern about
executions and mass-sen-
tencings carried out regu-
larly since an upswing in
violence blamed on Xin-
jiang militants took place
last year.

Police stand near luggage left at the ticket office after a group of armed men
attacked people at Kunming railway station, Yunnan Province on 2 March, 2014.
REUTERS

Another female attack-
er, Patigul Tohti, who was

pregnant when she was ar-
rested, received a life sen-

tence, Xinhua said.
Reuters

Gov’t
to offer
free legal
consulting
to victims
of major
disasters

Tokyo, 24 March —
The government endorsed
a bill Tuesday to enable an
official legal service centre
to provide free legal con-
sulting to victims of all ma-
jor disasters irrespective of
their income levels.

The government-run
Japan Legal Support Cen-
tre now offers such free
services only to victims
of the devastating earth-
quake-tsunami disaster
in northeastern Japan in
March 2011 under a spe-
cial law.

The government hopes
to see the bill to revise the
legal support law, which
was adopted at a meeting
of the Cabinet on Tuesday,
become law during the cur-
rent parliamentary session
ending in late June.

“Based on experienc-
es with the 2011 Great
East Japan Earthquake, we
should be prepared to meet
the diversification of ser-
vice required for legal solu-
tions to disputes,” Justice
Minister Yoko Kamikawa
said at a Press conference.

Under the bill, the
centre would provide free
services to those affected
by disasters designated by
the government as serious
within one year after the
disasters without checking
their income levels.

Usually, the centre
screens income levels of
citizens and offers free
legal consulting only to
low-income people. The
special services for disas-
ter victims are designed
to support reconstruction
from serious disasters.

The bill would also al-
low high-income citizens
affected by stalking or do-
mestic violence to receive
paid legal consulting from
the centre, in response to
recent growth in stalking
and domestic violence.

The current law limits
the centre’s services re-
garding stalking or domes-
tic violence to free legal
consulting for low-income
citizens.—Kyodo News
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TRADEMARK CAUTION

EDL Pie. Lid., a company onganized and exihing undar the
laws of The Republc of Singapore and having it negistened
office a1 43 Sungei Kadui Streed 1, Sungei Kadul Indusiral
Estale, Sngapore 729346 i (he owner and propneicr of the

following Trademarks

7 1_
Eﬂg.ﬂl} AN TEESA014 Fl:ﬂnﬂ Mo AN 72982014
[18.11.2014] (19912014

All in respect of “Laminated plastic surface protection
malenals in the nature of laminaled themoseting plastics
reinfiorced with fibrous mabenals for the coaling of work
surfaces made of wood or plastic; Laminaled plasic surface
protection matenals in the nature of laminated thermoselting
plastics reinforced with ibrous matenals Tof the coating of high
Laminated plastic suiacs

pressure  lamenate  surlaoes
probection materals in the nature of laminated thermosetiing

plastics reinforced with fibrous matenals for the coatng of

edge inshing, edge bands and skiming boamnds in Glass 17

*Laminated strips of plastic matarials. (PVC) for application 1o
work surfaces, edge fumishing o decorative panelling for use

In Buikding and constnucion” in Class 18; and

‘Edpa bands made of wood and wood substibubes for use in
furnifure: decoratve edging Shrips of wood or plastic for use
[Turaiure]

with  Tumilune
in Glass 20

gecoraive wooden  panal

Fraudulént of unauthcnsed use oF aclual oF colourable

imitation of the Marks shall be deall wilth acconding b kW

Daw Khin Phu Ngone Win, H.GP

Far EDL Pte. Lid.,, Clo Kelvin Chia Yangon Lid.,

L8 A, UFC, Comer of Mahabandoola Road & Thein Piryu

Road, Botablaung Township, Yangon,

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Dated 25 March 2015 kprwEkeyangon com

A

....... etc .....etcs.

“Life is short, art is long”
" The forest is lovely and deep,

Now that he had rested in Peace,

Heaven is the place for him to keep.

NOSTALGIA
* (for the spearheaded Teacher of Garden City) (1923-2015)

With deepest heart and soul condolences of the international and me for the most admired
leader in the world: His Excellency MR. LEE KWAN YEW: whom had paved me towards
Pioneer of Tat-ma-daw — khan-ma exhibition hall; I.B.C; International wise Exhibitions

" Cowards die a thousand times before their death, but LEE the brave once.”

But LEE had struggled before he goes to sleep”

Together with the heavy rain fall of tears with Singaporeans.
Lionel Yin San @ Shein Win (Shane), KSC ; Rangoon, Burma, YCDC. lousy golfer
Compound No.(9), 10-mile, SBGG , PO, Yangon, Myanmar.

Landed in Singapore on Jan 13-1980 for business and further studies.

I

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV MOROTAI VOY NO (YF259R)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV MOROTAI
VOY NO (YF259R) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 25.3.2015 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of M.1.P where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day

now declared as the third day after final discharge of

cargo from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S CMA CGM LINE
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV PANJA BHUM VOY NO (046N)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV PANJA
BHUM VOY NO (046N) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 25.3.2015 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day

now declared as the third day after final discharge of

cargo from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S WAN HAI LINES PTE LTD
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV KULTHARA VOY NO (03/15)
Consignees of cargo carriedon MV KULTHARA
VOY NO (03/15) are hereby notified that the vessel
will be arriving on 25.3.2015 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of B.S.W-2 where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day
now declared as the third day after final discharge of
cargo from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S KULNATEE CO
Phone No: 2301186

NOTIFICATION TO APPLY BUILDING
CONSTRUCTION PERMIT

Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC) is
hereby scrutinizing and accepting relevant applications
and files for construction of buildings and has opened a
“One Stop Service” office at the City Hall to carry out
matters accordingly on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
of every week between 10:00 am in the morning to 2:00
pm in the afternoon.

Similary, for some of the citizens who are coming
from far and distant townships, measures are being tak-
en so that applications will be scrutinized and accepted
starting from 2.4.2015, on Tuesday and Thursday of
everyweek between 10:00 am in the morning to 2:00 pm
in the afternoon at the respective Township Engineering
(Building) office which is jointly opened at the relevant
YCDC Township Executive Office, to provide smooth
and quick services to all the citizens of Yangon City.

Head of Department
Engineering Department (Building)
Yangon City Development Committee

MINISTRY OF ENERGY

(5/2015)

States Dollars.
Sr.No Tender No
M IFB-171(14-15)

Description

(2) IFB-172(14-15)
(GRS)

(3) IFB-173(14-15)
(Daw Nyein)

4) IFB-174(14-15)
(5) IFB-175(14-15)
(3 LPE Coated)

Tender Closing Date & Time -

Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR

MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
(INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER)

Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in United
Spares for Doosan Natural Gas Engine
Ex Daewoo Gen ; Set (53) Items
Metering System Up Grade at Kanbauk
24” Pipe Line System Up Grade at PLC

4” Dia Steel Line Pipe (5000)M
4” Dia Steel Line Pipe (9000) M

27-4-2015, 16:30 Hr
Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 24"
March, 2015 at the Finance Department, Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No(44)

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph . +95 67 - 411097 / 411206

Advertise
with us!

Remark 3 i
e For inquries
US$ to place an
Us$ advertisement
US$ i
U8 in the GNLM,
Please email

wallace.tun@gmail.com

(+95) (01) 8604532

Gunmen kill
13 In eastern
Afghanistan

MamaN SHAR, (Afghanistan), 24 March — Some 13 passengers were killed and two others wounded after gunmen shot at three vehicles in the east-
ern Afghan province of Wardak early on Tuesday morning, an official source said.

“Gunmen shot at three vehicles, including a bus, killing 13 passengers and injuring two others,” the provincial government said in a statement. One
woman was among the killed and his nine-year-old son aboard the bus was wounded, the statement added.

The firing took place in Haft Hasyab locality, Sayyed Abad district along the main road connecting national capital of Kabul to southern Kandahar
Province. The injured were shifted to hospitals, the statement said. No group has claimed responsibility for the attack yet. About 10,000 civilians were
killed and injured in Taleban-led insurgency and conflicts in the central Asian country in 2014, according to UN mission officials.—Xinhua
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Rock legend David Crosby hits
California jogger with car

Musician David Crosby performs during a benefit
concert to help defeat Proposition 32 on the State of
California’s November election ballot at Nokia theatre
in Los Angeles, California on 3 Oct, 2012.—REUTERS

Los  ANGELES, 24
March — Legendary rock
musician David Crosbhy
struck and injured a jog-
ger while driving his car in
southern California at the
weekend, police said on
Monday.

Crosby hit 46-year-old
Jose Jimenez while driving
his Tesla sedan in Santa
Ynez, some 30 miles (50
km) northwest of the coast-
al city of Santa Barbara, on
Sunday evening, California
Highway Patrol Sergeant

Don Clotworthy said in a
statement.

Crosby, 73, was cruis-
ing at the posted speed limit
of 55 mph (90 kph) into the
direction of the sun when
he struck Jimenez, who was
then airlifted to a local hos-
pital with multiple fractures
and cuts, Clotworthy said.
Jimenez’s injuries were not
considered life-threatening.

Authorities did not be-
lieve alcohol or drugs were
factors in the crash, which
is still under investigation,
Clotworthy said. Croshy
stopped after the collision
and cooperated with author-
ities. Crosby was inducted
into the Rock and Roll Hall
of Fame for his work as part
of the folk rock trio Croshy,
Stills and Nash and rock
group the Byrds, according
to its website.

Reuters

Lily James opens up about Iate father

Los ANGELES, 24 March —
ella” actress Lily James has revealed the
heartbreaking memory of losing her father
aged 19 helped her relate to her latest film

role.

Revealing the personal tragedy recent-
ly, Lily, 25, who also stars as Lady Rose in
“Downton Abbey”, said she identified well
with Cinderella because her own father
died while she was young, after battling
cancer, reported Daily Mirror.

“l had a scene where | was told my dad
had died, so it was really hard, but I feel
s important in the film is that Cinder-
ella gains strength from her loss and that
That was in me,”

what’

was something | could ...
James said.

Speaking to the Sunday Times Style
magazine, James, who stars alongside Cate
Blanchett and Helena Bonham Carter in
Kenneth Branagh’s re-imagining of the
classic fairytale, said processing her fa-
ther’s death would take “the whole of my
life”. “That’s sort of why my experience of
drama school is pretty unique —

while | was there.”

The actress, whose father was also an
actor, added she was sad that he had not
lived to see her success.—PTI

“Cinder-

it happened

Tom Hanks Mlla Kunis help James Corden take over ‘Late Late Show’

.I.'W‘G‘LH

Actor James Corden,
from the film “Into the
Woods,’’ arrives at the
20" Annual Critics’
Choice Movie Awards in
Los Angeles, California
on 15 Jan, 2015.
REUTERS
New York, 24 March
— Award-winning British
actor James Corden set-
tled in to his new late-night
gig on US television on
Monday, welcoming stars

Tom Hanks and Mila Ku-
nis to his first show as host
of CBS’ “The Late Late
Show.”

Corden, not wide-
ly known in the United
States before he landed
the high-profile job, also
got a boost from a host of
household names in a taped
sketch that showed him
preparing to become the
face of a popular talk show.

Meryl  Streep, Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger and
former “Tonight Show”
host Jay Leno alternate-
ly trained, inspired and
worked the new guy over,
with Leno slapping him re-
peatedly before saying: “In
three months, this job will
be mine.”

Earlier the neophyte

Kerry Washington

Los  ANGELES, 24
March — Actress Kerry
Washington has received
the Vanguard Award for
supporting the LGBT com-
munity at the 26" GLAAD
Media Awards.

The 38-year-old “Scan-
dal” star was presented the
prize by comedienne Ellen
DeGeneres at the ceremo-
ny held on 21 March at the
Beverly Hilton.

Washington said peo-
ple from LGBT communi-
ty should be encouraged in
Hollywood.

“We need more diverse
LGBT representation (in the
media). “And this is big —
we need more employment
of LGBT people, in front of

and behind the camera,” she
said during her acceptance
speech.

Washington said she
does not understand when
black people tell her they do
not believe in gay marriage,
as she feels that the LGBT
community’s current strug-
gles mirror the battle faced
by interracial couples 30
years ago.

“We can’t say that we
believe in each other’s fun-
damental humanity and then
turn a blind eye to the reali-
ty of each other’s existence
and the truth of each other’s
hearts,” she said.

“Independence  Day”
director Roland Emmerich,
whose forthcoming drama

host, in a nod to his relative
anonymity, joked: “How-
ever shocked you are that |
am doing this job, you will
never be as shocked as |
am.”

Corden brought out
Kunis and Hanks together,
in a break from late night
talk show tradition, and
both stars remained on set
for the programme’s dura-
tion. He also conducted his
interviews seated alongside
them, instead of behind a
desk. After congratulating
Kunis on her new baby,
who she had with Ashton
Kutcher, Corden asked if
they had gotten married.
Kunis replied: “l don’t
know, maybe.”

Hanks pointed to a ring
on her finger and Corden

exclaimed: “They got mar-
ried!” and congratulated
her. Kunis didn’t confirm it
but appeared to thank him
before the show cut to a
commercial.

Other  sketches in-
cluded Corden and Hanks
paying rapid-fire tribute to
Hanks’ hit films, includ-
ing “Forrest Gump,” “Big”
and “Sleepless in Seattle,”
for which Corden wore a
blonde wig to stand in for
co-star Meg Ryan.

The show ended with
Corden crooning about his
new gig and thanking his
first-night guests.

Corden, a  Tony
award-winning actor who
recently starred in the hit
movie musical “Into the
Woods,” replaced Scottish

comedian Craig Fergu-
son, who left the late-night
show that airs nightly after
veteran David Letterman’s
“Late Show.”

Letterman will step
down soon, with Stephen
Colbert taking the reins.

Guests scheduled later
this week include Will Fer-
rell, Kevin Hart and Chris
Pine. Michael Douglas,
David Beckham and Simon
Cowell are all slated to ap-
pear in coming weeks.

“The Late Late Show”
will continue taping in Cal-
ifornia, unlike NBC’s “To-
night Show” which moved
to New York from its long-
time home in Burbank last
year when new host Jim-
my Fallon took over from
Leno.—Reuters

honou red at GLAAD Awards

Actress
Kerry
Washington
has
received the
Vanguard
Award for
supporting
the LGBT
community
at the 26th
GLAAD
Media
Awards.
PTI

Stonewall centers on the
Stonewall riots staged by
New York’s gay commu-
nity in 1969, picked up the
Stephen F Kolzak Award
from presenter Channing

Tatum.

The award honours
those, who strive to get rid
of homophobia in Holly-
wood.

ABC’s “How to Get

Away With Murder” was
named outstanding drama
series, Amazon’s “Trans-
parent” picked up the prize
for outstanding comedy
series and “The Imitation
Game” was selected in the
outstanding film category.
In other categories,
HBO’s “The Normal Heart”
was honoured for outstand-
ing TV series or miniseries,
“Days of Our Lives” picked
up the award for outstand-
ing daily drama, rock band
Against Me! was named
outstanding music artist.
The New York leg of
the awards ceremony takes
place on 9 May at the Wal-
dorf Astoria New York.
PTI

Lily James said she ldentlﬁed well with
Cinderella.—PTI

Victoria
Beckham
bans David’s
snacking
habbit?

Victoria Beckham

Los ANGELEs, 24
March — Victoria Beck-
ham  has  reportedly
banned her hushand from
eating snacks.

The 40-year-old
fashion designer alleged-
ly cleared out the treats
she keeps for kids Brook-
lyn, 16, Romeo, 12, Cruz,
10, and three year-old
Harper, because retired
soccer star David kept
tucking in to them, re-
ported Femalefirst.

“He says he would
rather just eat what he
wants and not be both-
ered, that’s why he sneaks
food when Victoria isn’t
looking.

“It’s got to the point
where she’s stopped buy-
ing so many carb-loaded
goods. She used to keep
granola bars and treats
for the kids, but she’s
chucked it all out because
David was binging on
them,” a source said.

PTI
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Young Thais practicing skiing in
Hokkaido town for Olympics

Sapporo, 24 March —
Three young athletes from
Thailand are practicing
cross-country skiing in the
town of Higashikawa in Ja-
pan’s northernmost main
island of Hokkaido, hoping to
compete in the 2018 Winter
Olympic Games in South
Korea. The Thais, all in their
20s, arrived in Higashikawa
in October last year under
the town government’s pro-
gramme to train competitive
cross-country skiers from
snow-free countries. The
training will last until March
2016. The town government
has allocated a budget of
7 million yen for the pro-
gramme to offer skis and
other gear as well as lodging
in a town-owned dormitory.

In the town, located at
the foot of Daisetsuzan Na-
tional Park, skiing is possible
from late October through
May the following year.

While cross-country skiers
of Japan’s national team
engage in intensive training
in the town, a large number
of residents enjoy the sport.

The town, which has
accepted many foreign stu-
dents wishing to learn the
Japanese language, launched
the cross-country skiing pro-
gramme to promote the sport
in snow-free nations, hoping
that it can increase its name
recognition if skiers from
such countries compete in
Olympics.

The three Thais had nev-
er skied before coming to the
town. They were chosen for
the programme by the Thai
government because of their
athletic ability and willing-
ness to learn cross-country
skiing. The town office has
set up a team of five coaches
including Yoshiyuki Yanbe,
a 66-year-old former national
coach, for them. For now, the

Three young Thais pose during cross-country skiing
practice in Higashikawa on Japan’s northernmost
main island of Hokkaido on 5 March, 2015. The town
office has launched a training programme for cross-
country skiers from snowless countries to enhance its
name recognition overseas.—Kyono NEws

three Thais wish to participate
in international competitions
authorized by the Interna-
tional Ski Federation. They
dream of competing at the
2018 Pyeongchang Winter

Olympics. Chehleh Arisa-
man, 24, the oldest of the
three, said, “As lots of people
support us, we will practice
hard to participate in Olym-
pics.”—Kyodo News

Big box gyms may be fitter, when it comes to

New York, 24 March
— Cut-rate clubs and small
studios catering to niche
tastes from barre classes to
yoga have crowded the US
fitness landscape, but big box
gyms that can keep up with
rapidly changing trends may
be in a better position to flex
their muscles in the future.

Abrightening economy,
public health initiatives and
fitness-conscious consum-
ers boosted US gym mem-
berships from an estimated
40.3 million in 2009 to 54.1
million in 2014, according to
the market research company
IBIS World.

The report predicts the
industry, which generated
$26.5 billion in sales in the
United States last year, reve-
nue is projected to grow 2.8
percent annually over the
next five years.

“The industry has cer-
tainly grown,” said Jeff Bod-
nar, vice president of oper-
ations at New York Health
and Racquet Club (NYHRC).

Jessica Desmond, an instructor at the Mile High Run

muscling out competition

Club (MHRC), leads a class in a Manhattan borough
of New York on 14 Nov, 2014.—REUTERS

“We have more members
now and there’s certainly
more competition than ever
before,”

Fitness boutiques, small
studios that specialize in
one or two activities such as
spinning or yoga, capture 21
percent of the US market,
the industry trade association
IHRSA (International Health,
Racquet & Sportsclub Asso-
ciation) reported in 2014.

Bodnar said all-purpose

gyms are always adapting to
members’ changing tastes
and needs by introducing
boutique-like group fitness
classes, such as barre and
indoor cycling, and adding
trendy “functional” fitness
tools like monkey bars, TRX
resistance bands and medi-
cine balls.

“We’re replacing selec-
torized equipment — weight
machines where the place-
ment of a pin determines

Austrian meteorology institute opens
new weather knowledge park in Vienna

VIENNA, 24 March
— The Central Institute
for Meteorology and Ge-
odynamics (ZAMG) in
Austria has presented its
newly-designed weather
knowledge park to the me-
dia to coincide with World
Meteorological Day on
Monday.

The park is stationed on
the Hohe Warte hill in Vien-
na, and is designed to provide
visitors with knowledge on
weather, climate, and the en-
vironment, with a focus on in-
teractivity, the ZAMG stated
in a Press release. “We have
many school classes visit, but
also a number of companies

and private groups of adults,”
said ZAMG Director Michael
Staudinger, emphasising the
focus of the various stations
of the park is not just on chil-
dren. Visitors can learn about
various things such as climate
change and glacier formation,
and explore the properties
of various climate zones, as

resistance — with loaded
movement that simulates
what you do in everyday
life,” he said.

Shawn Perine, editor in
chief of Muscle & Fitness
magazine, said Gold’s Gym,
a 50-year-old chain with 700
locations in 38 states and 23
countries, is reconfiguring
many of its gyms to incor-
porate the bands, cables and
ropes of the breakout trend
CrossFit, an ever-changing,
demanding, back-to-basics
regimen.

“Training styles have
become more sophisticated,”
Perine explained. “In 60s, 70s
itwasall just theory. Now we
do studies in labs.”

The bigger gyms, he
added, are in a position to
deal with the changing trends.

IBIS said the market
share of smaller-budget,
low-amenity gyms like Planet
Fitness, with membership
feesas low as $10-$19 dollars
amonth, are also expanding.

Reuters

well as try out a variety of
measuring equipment.

Guided tours centred
on themes such as earth-
quakes and weather fore-
casts are also planned in
future. The ZAMG said
these belong to its “Citizen
Science” programme, that
the central weather institute
hopes to use to open dia-
logue with the public and an
information exchange with
the sciences.—Xinhua
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Liverpool defender
Skrtel charged with
violent conduct

Wednesday, 25 March, 2015

McAuley red card
transferred after

referee error
LonpoN, 24 March — The

Lonpon, 24 March — Liverpool defender Martin
Skrtel was charged with violent conduct for appearing to
stamp on Manchester United goalkeeper David De Gea
during Sunday’s Premier League clash, the FA said.

The incident, in stoppage-time of United’s 2-1 vic-
tory at Anfield, was missed by match officials.

Slovakia international Skrtel appeared to tread on
De Gea’s calf in the final seconds as Liverpool chased an

equalizer.—Reuters

Liverpool’s Martin Skrtel challenges Manchester
United’s David De Gea during Barclays Premier
League at Anfield on 22 March, 2015.—REUTERS
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Nadal returning to Queen’s for Wimbledon warmup

-li:'?i

Rafael Nadal (ESP) during his quarter final match against Milos Raonic (CAN) in
the BNP Paribas Open at the Indian Wells Tennis Garden in India Wells, CA,
on 20 March, 2015. Raonic won 4-6, 7-6, 7-5. —REUTERS

LonpoN, 24 March —
Rafa Nadal will return to
his old routine in a bid to
recapture the Wimbledon
crown later this year, con-
firming he has entered the

traditional warm-up event al’s luck at Wimbledon holder Marin Cilic are al- Queen’s tournament has her native tongue. on Wednesday. Sharapova, %
at Queen’s Club. has run out, losing in the ready committed to play.  been upgraded to an ATP With $32 million in who won the Wimbledon _ <
The Spaniard has second, first and fourth “I’m very happy to be 500 and will begin on June prize money alone, a string title aged 17, still gives her = g
played at Queen’s five rounds. back. Queen’s is a great 15, a week later than usual of lucrative endorsements, all for Russia in the Fed Cup 2 é
times and on each occa- The world number event, I always enjoyed it, to allow players more of a her own candy business and and was a torch beareratthe S &
sion went on to reach the three adds to an already I had some great feelings grasscourt swing. even a famous boyfriendshe ~ Sochi Winter Olympics a £ £
Wimbledon final a few strong cast at Aegon there, the atmosphere of Reuters is the living embodiment of  year ago.—Reuters '-Z %
£ =

Sturridge and Lallana out of Fite photo of & 2
England’s 5 g

England games e () £ B

g g Sturridge (R) £ 2

LonpoN, 24 March —  Tottenham Hotspur’s Ryan have also withdrawn from challenged 55
Liverpool pair Daniel Stur- Mason, who has represent- Hodgson’s squad because by Norway’s = Z;
ridge and Adam Lallana ed England at under-19 and  of injury. Goalkeepers Rob Stefan = 3
have withdrawn from the wunder-20 level, has been Green and Jack Butland and Johansen 8 5
England squad for the Euro drafted in by manager Roy Tottenham Hotspur defend- during their E 8
2016 qualifier against Lith- Hodgson as replacement er Danny Rose have been internation- = &
uania and a friendly against for Lallana, the FA said on called up as replacements. al friendly 2 ?g
Italy be(.:ause of injury. Monday. Sturridge’s ab- England,. who top soccer match é =
Striker Sturridge sus- sence could mean a first Group E with four wins at Wembley a2 g
tained a hip injury and cap for Spurs striker Harry from four matches, host L. s &
midfielder Lallana a groin Kane, the Premier League’s Lithuania at Wembley on Stadium in E 8
problem in Liverpool’s 2-1 joint top scorer this season. ~ Friday before a friendly Londonon3 = =
defeat by Manchester Unit- Goalkeeper Fraser For- against Italy in Turin four Sept, 2014. g T
ed at Anfield on Sunday. sterand leftback Luke Shaw days later—Reuters REUTERS & 2

weeks later, winning the
grasscourt major in 2008
and 2010.

Since his last visit to
the Queen’s Club lawns
in 2011, however, Nad-

Championships at the se-
lect west London club
where former home fa-
vourite Andy Murray, de-
fending champion Grigor
Dmitrov and US Open

the club — a real tennis
club — is very special,
the courts are unbelieva-
ble and I’m very happy to
be back,” Nadal said in a
statement on Monday.

“I enjoyed Halle but
the results have not been
perfect for me in Halle, so
I'want to try Queen’s again
where the grass courts are
a little bit more similar to
Wimbledon.”

Britain’s tax laws
were cited as one reason
nine-times French Open
champion Nadal decided
to stop playing at Queen’s.

Tournament  direc-
tor Stephen Farrow said
it was great to have the
28-year-old back. “Rafa is
one of the greatest tennis
players of all time and he
is universally popular, so
this is fantastic news for
the Aegon Championships
and our spectators,” he
said.

“We have stayed in
contact with Rafa and his
team over the years and we
always hoped he would re-
turn one day.” This year’s

A
My Russian heritage is
non-negotiable, says Sharapova

red card shown in error to West
Bromwich Albion defender Ga-
reth McAuley in the Premier
League match against Manches-
ter City on Saturday has been
transferred to Craig Dawson, the
FA said on Monday.

McAuley was sent off after
90 seconds when referee Neil
Swarbrick failed to
Dawson as the culprit in bringing
down Wilfried Bony when he
was through on goal.

Dawson will serve a one-
match ban.

identify

Reuters

Maria Sharapova of Russia celebrates a point against
Agnieszka Radwanska of Poland during their Fed
Cup World Group quarterfinal tennis match between
Poland and Russia at Tauron arena in Krakow
on 8 Feb, 2015. —REUTERS

LonpoN, 24 March

Maria  Sharapova’s
life-changing move from
Siberia to Florida as a sev-
en-year-old propelled her
on a path to fame and for-
tune but she says she would
never turn her back on her
mother country. It is some-
times easy to forget that
five-times grand slam cham-
pion Sharapova, the world’s
highest-paid female athlete,
is actually Russian until you
witness her conduct a post-
match Press conference in

the American dream.

Yet, Sharapova baulks
at the idea that she would
want to trade her Russian
passport for an American
one, as former Czech Mar-
tina Navratilova did early in
her glittering career.

“l would have if | want-
ed to (change citizenships)
but it’s never been actually
a question in my family or
in my team whether | want-
ed to change citizenships,”
the Russian told CNBC in
an interview to be screened
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