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Yangon, 9 Jan—Asia 
Society Museum presents 
a landmark exhibition of 
spectacular works of art 
from collections in Myan-
mar and the United States. 
Buddhist Art of Myanmar 
comprises approximate-
ly 70 works from the fifth 
through the early twentieth 
century and includes stone, 
bronze, and lacquered wood 
sculptures as well as tex-
tiles, paintings, and ritual 
implements. The majority 
of works in the exhibition 
on loan from Myanmar 
have never been seen in the 
West. 

On view in New York 
from February 10 through 
May 10, 2015, the exhibi-
tion showcases Buddhist 
objects created for temples, 
monasteries, and person-
al devotion, presented in 
their historical and ritual 
contexts. Exhibition art-
works highlight the long 

Buddhist Art of Myanmar on view in New York 
February 10 through May 10, 2015

and continuous presence 
of Buddhism in Myan-
mar since the early first  
millennium, as well as the 
unique combination of 
style, technique, and reli-
gious deities that appeared 
in the arts of Buddhist My-
anmar. 

Buddhist Art of My-
anmar includes loans from 
the National Museums in 
Yangon and Nay Pyi Taw, 
the Bagan Archaeologi-
cal Museum, Sri Ksetra 
Archaeological Museum, 
and the Kaba Aye Bud-
dhist Art Museum, as well 
as works from public and 
private collections in the 
United States.  The exhibi-
tion is organized by guest 
curators Sylvia Fraser-Lu 
and Donald M. Stadtner in 
conjunction with Adriana 
Proser, Asia Society’s John 
H. Foster Senior Curator for 
Traditional Asian Art.

Asia Society Museum 

Plaque with image of seated Buddha. Bagan 

period, 11th-13th century. Gilded metal with 

polychrome.  7 x 6.14 x 0.25 in. 

(17.8 x15.9 x 0.6 cm). Bagan Archaeological 

Museum.—Photo: Sean Dungan.

I would like to extend my heartiest greetings to 
all the national brethren in Kachin State. It is a great 
pleasure that I am privileged to send a message on the 
occasion of the 67th anniversary of Kachin State Day, 
which falls on 10 January.

The Kachin State Council had its first conference 
on 10 January 1948, six days after independence, and 
formed its local government. And the day has since 
been honoured as “Kachin State Day” without missing 
a single year. Now it turns 67.

We have undergone armed conflicts resulting 
from political flux following independence. The time 
has come for all national brethren to draw lessons from 
these bitter experiences and strive together to bring an 

Time for all national brethren to draw lessons from bitter 
experiences and strive to terminate all forms of conflict
Nay Pyi Taw, 10 Jan—The following is the message sent by President Agga Maha Thayay Sithu, Agga Maha Thiri Thudhamma U Thein Sein on the occasion of the 67th 

Anniversary Kachin State Day.

end to all forms of conflict and live in harmony.
Only when stability and peace prevail will Kachin 

State develop on all fronts. The Union Peace-making 
Central Committee (UPCC) and the Union Peace-mak-
ing Working Committee (UPWC) have been formed to 
ensure peace all over the country, including Kachin State. 
In 2013 and 2014 in Myitkyina, the Union Peace-mak-
ing Working Committee held talks with a delegation 
of the Kachin Independence Organization (KIO) and 
signed agreements. As a direct consequence of the talks,  
KIO could open its liaison office in Myitkyina. In ad-
dition, a negotiation team comprising representatives of 
both sides was formed with a view to preventing further 
fighting.

What’s more, the UPWC and ethnic armed groups 
had a meeting in Myitkyina in a bid to sign a nation-
wide ceasefire agreement, and they could issue a joint 
communiqué. Efforts are under way to sign Nationwide 
Ceasefire Agreement-NCA with ethnic armed groups, 
including the KIO.

It is imperative that all national brethren in Kachin 
State, hand in hand with the local government, should 
lend themselves to accomplishing the peace process 
being undertaken by the Union Government. Further-
more, all Kachin national brethren are encouraged to 
entertain Union Spirit, a genuine patriotism, with their 
resolve to turn the Republic of the Union of Myanmar 
into a prosperous country with flourshing democracy.

Yangon, 9 Jan— The 
Ministry of Environmental 
Conservation and Forestry 
and civil societies started to 
take steps for legislating the 
National Land Use Policy 
bill as the bill was put to a 
referendum in November 
last year.

 The law would guar-
antee justice and fairness 
between people and inves-
tors, said a ministry official 
who participated in drafting 
the bill. 

During the referendum, 
suggestions and objections 
came from farmers in 17 
townships and amendments 
were made to the bill, he 
said. The bill sets out a sys-
tem for confiscating land 
for government projects 

Gov’t officials, civil 
societies take steps to 

bring National Land Use 
bill to parliament

that gives compensation to 
land owners and allows for 
relocation, according to the 
ministry.

The bill was drafted 
by officials of the ministry 
and the Office of the Attor-
ney-General of the Union 
and they are working to-
gether with civil societies to 
put it forward to parliament.

When drafting the bill, 
the officials deleted sections 
not in conformity with cur-
rent situations and included 
provisions that would ben-
efit the people, a ministry 
official said.

Private law experts, 
giving their own views on 
the bill, say the legislation 
focuses on the investment 
sector and fails to give guar-
antees of traditional land 
ownership rights. 

The National Land 
Use Policy bill contains 19 
chapters and clauses to sys-
tematically manage and use 
land in the country in the 
interest of the country and 
the people, to promote socio 
economy of the people and 
to conserve the national en-
vironment, according to the 
ministry.—GNLM

Myanma Posts and 
Telecommunications 
introduces communi-
cation services to the 
people to be on a par 
with local and for-

eign communication 
companies.—Tin Soe 

(Myanma Alinn)

Yangon, 9 Jan _ 
Myanmar Posts and Tel-
ecommunications is in-
troducing a new service 
called “Swethaha” to its 
subscribers, starting from 
12 January, lowering its 
call and message charges 
to K 35 per minute and  
K 15 per message and  
substituting its min-
ute-based system of for 
data charges with mega-
byte-based system of K 15 
per Mb, according to Mr 
Nagashima, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of MPT-KD-

MPT to introduce better services at lower charges on 12 January
DI-Sumitomo.

Under the new ser-
vice, MPT subscribers 
are not required to apply 
for the data connection 
as before and will be able 
to enjoy 50 Mb of data 
free of charge between 12 
January and 31 March.

Prepaid MPT cus-
tomers who would like 
to use the new service are 
to subscribe it by send-
ing a message “SWE” 
to 1332 and postpaid  
customers are to send 
message “POSTSWE” 
to the same number.  
         (See page 3)

By Khin Yadana

By Aye Min Soe
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Muse, 9 Jan — Muse 
Township Inter-Basic Ed-
ucation School Aerobic 
Contest was held at No 
1 Basic Education High 
School in Muse, northern 
Shan State on 6 January.

Chairman of Muse 
District Women’s Affairs 
Organization Daw Htar 
Htar Win, Chairman of 
District Sports and Physi-
cal Education Committee 
Daw Win Thiri Hlaing and 
officials supervised the 
contest.

The chairperson of 
the District WAO present-
ed K100,000 to first prize 
winning team BEHS No 
1, K75,000 to second prize 
winning team BEHS No 2 
(A) and K50,000 to third 
BEHS No 2(B).

She also donated 
K50,000 to the fund of 
BEHS No 1.

L Soe (IPRD)

Basic education students join 
aerobic contest

Nay Pyi Taw, 9 Jan 
— Under the supervision 
of Myanmar Maternal and 
Child Welfare Associa-
tion, Zabuthiri Township 
MCWA conducted the 
advanced tailoring course 
1/2014 at its hall.

On Friday, the train-
ing course concluded at the 
hall of Township MCWA, 
attended by Patron of Nay 
Pyi Taw Maternal and 
Child Welfare Superviso-
ry Committee Daw Kyin 
Khaing. Secretary-2 of the 
MMCWA Daw Ahmar 
made a concluding speech.

Mohnyin, 9 Jan — 
Local authorities are 
constructing a detour of 
Mohnyin.

Kachin State govern-
ment allotted K5.86 billion 
on construction of an eight-
mile and six-furlong long 
and 12-foot wide asphalt 
road. An aim has been set 
to complete construction of 
the road in 2014-15 fiscal 
year.

Local people demand-
ed construction of a detour 
of Mohnyin because heavy 
machinery, fuel bowsers 
and trucks with logs going 
to jade mines in Phakant 
Township caused damag-

Myingyan, 9 Jan — 
Dry Zone Greening Depart-
ment of Mandalay Region 
held a ceremony to explain 
use of A-1 stove and pres-
ent the stoves to the locals 
at the hall of Myingyan 
District General Admin-
istration Department on 6 
January.

Assistant Director U 

Dry Zone Greening 
Department gives A-1 

stoves to locals

Myint Sein of the DZGD 
explained use of A1 stoves 
for saving firewood, mini-
mizing cost for firewood and 
preventing deforestation.

He presented stoves to 
Myingyan District’s depu-
ty commissioner U Myint 
Thin Aung.

Zaw Min Naing 
(Myingyan)

Nay Pyi Taw MCWSC 
turns out tailors

Patron Daw Kyin 
Khaing presented the first 
prize to Ma Khaing Khaing 
Lwin; Secretary-2 Daw 
Ahmar, second to Ma May 
Zin Htoo; and Chairman 
of Nay Pyi Taw MCWSC 
Daw Aye Aye San, third to 
Ma Thein Thein Nwe.

Chairperson Daw 
Thida Kyaing of District 
MCWSC presented gifts to 
a trainer.

The patron of the as-
sociation and party viewed 
clothes made by trainees in 
their practical exercises.

Tun Tun Win (Pyinmana)

Plan to conduct polling household cost for 
designation of minimum wage

Mandalay, 9 Jan — A 
training course for polling 
household costs to des-
ignate minimum wage, 
conducted by Ministry 

of Labour, Employment 
and Social Security, was 
opened at Myoma House in 
Aungmyethazan Township 
on 8 January.

Mandalay Region Min-
ister for Forestry and Min-
ing and Region Minimum 
Wage designation commit-
tee chairman U Than Soe 

Myint made a speech. Di-
rector-General of Labour 
Department U Myo Aung 
explained implementation of 
the work process.

The polling household 
costs will be conducted in 
108 townships including 13 
in Mandalay Region, eight 
in Magway Region and 
three in Kachin State.

The polling team will 
comprise seven members 
from Township General 
Administration Depart-
ment, Planning Depart-
ment, Labour Department, 
social organizations, repre-
sentatives from employee 
and employers.

A total of 168 train-
ees attended the two-day 
course.

Tin Maung (Mandalay)

Mohnyin Township to get detour for better transport
es to Shwebo-Myitkyina 
road and local roads in 
Mohnyin.

The detour will lie 
along the foot of a hill, east 
of Mohnyin. It will have a 

300 feet long and 30 feet 
wide RC bridge identified 
Nantyin Creek Bridge.

Thein Than Htay, 
Swan Ah Pyae, Mann Pyi 
Tadun, Kaung Kin Lwin 

and En Khun Mai con-
struction companies are 
building the road sections, 
Engineer of Township Pub-
lic Works U Aye Lwin told 
media.—GNLM-001
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Yangon, 9 Jan—A cer-
emony to honour winners 
of Life-long Achievement 
National Literary Award, 
National Literary Award 
and Sarpay Beikman Man-
uscript Award who had 
served at the Ministry of 

Yangon, 9 Jan—The 
67th Tipitakadhara Tipi-
takakovida selection exam-
ination continued for the 
13th day at Maha Pasana 
Cave on Thiri Mingala 
Kaba Aye Hill in Mayan-
gon Township, here, on 
Friday.

Union Minister for 

Tipitaka examination continues 
for 13th day
Religious Affairs U Soe 
Win paid homage to monks 
who joined the oral test in 
the examination and do-
nated offertories to nine 
Ovadaçariya abbots of the 
examination.

A total of 186 mem-
bers of the Sangha en-
tered the oral test and 

158 monks the written  
examination. The 33-day 
Tipitaka examination is 
being conducted by the 
Department of Religious 
Affairs from 28 December 
2014 to 29 January 2015.

On Friday, 57 monks 
joined the oral test of the 
examination.—MNA

Education Ministry honours literary award 
winning education personnel

Education was held at Dia-
mond Jubilee Hall on Pyay 
Road, here, on Friday.

Director-General in-
charge Dr Zaw Myint of 
Department of Myanmar 
Language Commission 
made a speech.

Union Minister for 
Education Dr Daw Khin 
San Yi, Deputy Minister 
Dr Zaw Min Aung and Di-
rector-General U Zaw Htay 
presented gifts to 10 educa-
tion personnel.

At the ceremony, the 
Ministry of Education hon-
oured education person-
nel –Dr Khin Aye (Maung 
Khin Min-Dabunyu), Dr 
Than Oo, Dr Myint Kyi 
(Tekkatho Myat Noe), 
Sithu U Tin Hlaing (Led-
winthar Saw Chit), U 
Myat Wai Toe (Myat Wai 
Toe-University of Educa-
tion), U San Win (U San 
Win-Historical Research), 
U Ba Nyunt (Saw Khet), 
Daw Khin Hnin Yi (Khin 
Hnin Yi (Yangon Universi-
ty), Dr Tint Lwin, U Khin 
Maung Swe (Kanbalu Khin 
Maung Swe) and U Than 
Aung (Than Aung-An-
yamyay).

MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 9 Jan—
Strenuous efforts are to 
be made for enhancement 

S&T Ministry to improve computer 
science development law

Union Minister for Education Dr Daw Khin San 
Yi presents gift to U Tin Hlaing 

(writer Ledwinthar Saw Chit).—mna

Nay Pyi Taw, 9 Jan 
—Implementation Com-
mittee for the report on 
Letpadaungtaung Copper 
Mine Project held a press 
conference in Nay Pyi Taw 
on Thursday, with its sec-
retary saying that 29 out of 

Implementation Committee for Letpadaungtaung 
Copper Mine Project report holds press conference

42 recommendations of the 
reports have been imple-
mented.

The implemented rec-
ommendations included 
seven recommendations 
for land compensation, 12 
recommendations for en-

vironmental issues, eight 
recommendations for so-
cial economic lives of local 
people and two recommen-
dations for religious edific-
es, according to Secretary 
U Tin Myint of the imple-
mentation committee.

Other recommenda-
tions are also under im-
plementation, said the 
secretary, adding that the 
Letpadaungtaungkya Pa-
goda and religious edi-
fices have been moved in 
accordance with religious 
traditions to another place 
where larger edifices with 
same designs were built 
and people are now visiting 
them with great admiration.

The committee had 
paid over K 11 billion for 
land compensation and 
even fulfilled the needs of 
local people although they 
were not included in the rec-
ommendations by paying 
discount salaries biannually 
to local people who are still 
waiting for their jobs, ac-
cording to the secretary.

The land at the project 

site was confiscated for a 
state project in accordance 
with the law and although 
some locals refused to ac-
cept compensation for their 
land, the land can be con-
fiscated for the state project 
under section 16 of the land 
confiscation law, the secre-
tary said.

Former Sede, Zeed-
aw, Wethmay and Kantaw 
villages are included in the 
curfew area and the villag-
ers had moved to new and 
better houses built at new 
villages after receiving ex-
penses for demolition of 
their former houses and 
moving to new houses on 
their own accord but some 
villager are still living at 
their former villages due 
to the instigation of outside 

organizations and networks 
that aim to destroy the pro-
ject, the secretary added.

The secretary also said 
that on 22 December 2014, 
villagers with swords and 
rods tried to disturb the po-
lice providing security for 
fencing the project site and 
although the police handled 
the situation in accordance 
with existing laws, rules 
and regulations, a local was 
killed and nine others were 
injured while a policeman 
lost one of his eyes and 11 
other policemen were in-
jured. An investigation is 
also underway for the in-
cident, the secretary added. 
Legal action has been taken 
against the organizations 
that instigated the villagers, 
the secretary said.—MNA

marks from ministries to 
insert necessary sectors 
into the law with momen-
tum. He stressed the need 
for emergence of a com-
puter science law that will 
protect the national inter-
est.

The director-general 
of Advanced Science and 
Technology Department 
reported remarks from 
ministries and sectors to 
be included in the new law. 
Rectors and officials of the 
department participated in 
the discussions.

MNA

of computer science and 
information technology, 
Deputy Minister for Sci-
ence and Technology Dr 
Ba Shwe said at the fifth 
coordination meeting on 
revising computer science 
development law at the 
ministry, here, on Friday.

The deputy minister 
said that the Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw assigned duty to 
improving the computer 
science development law 
promulgated in 1996 after 
revoking the existing laws. 
The Task Force Team for 
the law is to discuss re-

Sittway, 9 Jan—Ms 
Yanghee Lee, UN Special 
Rapporteur on the situation 
of human rights in Myan-
mar held discussions with 
Chief Minister of Rakhine 
State U Maung Maung Ohn 
in Sittway on Thursday.

The discussions fo-
cused on latest develop-
ments in Rakhine State, im-
plementation and impacts 
of the action plan, stability 
of Rakhine State, improve-
ment of conditions of vic-
tims in relief camps after 
her first visit to Rakhine 
State and citizenship rec-
ognition in accordance with 

UN Special Rapporteur visits Rakhine State

the 1982 Citizenship Law.
On Friday, Ms Yang-

hee Lee went to Myebon 
and held discussions with 
local officials before visit-
ing relief camps of Rakhine 
nationals and Bengalis.

She and local officials 
mainly discussed reconcili-
ation between the two com-
munities and living side by 
side peacefully.

During her visit to the 
camps, local people re-
quested Ms Yanghee Lee 
not to use expressions that 
will instigate others or dest-
abilize the situation and 
she told them she would be 

careful with her expressions 
in the future before urging 
the two communities to live 
together peacefully.

Sein Lwin Aung

Chief Minister U Maung Maung Ohn receives Yanghee Lee, UN Special 
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Myanmar.—Sein Lwin Aung

(from page 1)
In addition, MPT 

customers will be able 
to make calls at K 25 per 
minute to three favourite 
persons for 30 days.

The Internet speed, 
which is currently only 
at 265 kbps, will increase 

MPT to introduce better services 
at lower charges...

six-fold to 42 Mbps for the 
new service.  In addition, 
VMS, MCA, CF and CW 
services will also be avail-
able for the new service. 
MPT will also introduce 
K1,000 and K 3,000 pre-
paid top-up cards on 12 
January.
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Nay Pyi Taw

Mandalay

Mohnyin

Myingyan
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Yangon
Kyaunggon

Today’s 
Myanmar 
News sites

Kyaunggon, 9 Jan —
Township authorities or-
ganized the fire drill at My-
oma market in Kyaunggon, 
Ayeyawady Region, on 3 
January.

Nay Pyi Taw, 9 Jan — Local farmers cul-
tivate carrot plants in Thahtaygon, Nweyit and 
Kyathay-aing villages in Tatkon Township.

The farmers now earn income from carrot 
grown in early November. Likewise, farming 
workers also earn daily wage for their families 
from weeding and nurturing the plants.

In the cold season, vegetables are market-
able in Nay Pyi Taw Council Area. The 45-day 
carrot plants can be sold at the market.

Shwe Ye Yint

Mandalay, 9 Jan — A 
press conference on mass 
immunization campaign of 
measles and German mea-
sles for under 15 children 
was held at Swan Hotel, 
here, on 8 January.

The vaccination will 
be jointly conducted by 
Ministry of Health, World 

Myingyan, 9 Jan — Myingyan Dis-
trict’s deputy commissioner U Myint 
Thin Aung and officials of District Police 
Force, Development Affairs Committee, 
Fire Services Department, Internal Rev-
enue Department and Trade Promotion 
Department inspected fuel stations, fuel 
tanks and warehouses in Myingyan, 
Mandalay Region, on 7 January.

They checked permits for fuel 
distribution, installation of fire extin-
guishers, service of security personnel, 
quality of fuel, and systematic keeping 
of accounts.

Zaw Min Naing (Myingyan)

Plan to vaccinate over 1 million of children 
against measles, German measles in Mandalay

Health Organization, 
UNICEF and GAVI.

At the press confer-
ence, Head of Mandalay 
Region Health Department 
Dr Than Win said that 
vaccination will be given 
to students under 15 at the 
school for the first pro-
gramme and to children 

under 15 in the community 
for the second programme.

Assistant Director Dr 
Htar Htar Lin of Health 
Department said that mea-
sles is a quick infectious 
disease. People need to re-
ceive vaccination for mea-
sles two times at 9 months 
old and 18 years. German 

measles vaccination will be 
given to the youths in 2015 
programme.

Assistant Director Dr 
Thiha explained the pur-
pose of providing vacci-
nation to the people and 
infection of these two dis-
eases.

Information officer U 
Ye Lwin of UNICEF (My-
anmar) said, “UNICEF and 
WHO will provide vac-
cination equipment and 
technology to the Minis-
try of Health. GAVI will 
donate vaccination for the 
programme. The group es-
timated to donate over 17 
million ampoules for My-
anmar.”

The mass immuniza-
tion of measles and Ger-
man measles will be car-
ried out twice in Myanmar 
from 19 to 27 January and 
from 19 to 28 February.

Officials estimated 
vaccination will be given 
to over 1 million children 
in Mandalay Region.

Min Htet Aung (Man-
dalay Sub-printing House)

Firefighters participate in fire drill at 
Kyaunggon Myoma market

Personnel of Town-
ship Fire Services Depart-
ment, members of auxiliary 
fire brigade and police par-
ticipated in the fire drill.

The fire drill was su-

pervised by Township Ad-
ministrator U Kyaw Aung 
Hsan, Head of Township 
Fire Services Department 
U Tin Win and officials.

David (Kyaunggon)

Township officials checks fuel 
stations in Myingyan

Carrot marketable in 
Nay Pyi Taw
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Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (2nd from R), next to 
Shunichi Yamaguchi (3rd from R), minister of state 

for space policy, addresses a meeting at Strategic 
Headquarters for Space Policy at his office in Tokyo

on 9 Jan 2015.—Kyodo News

Japan adopts new space policy focusing on security
the launch capability of its 
solid-fuel rocket Epsilon 
as early as the end of fiscal 
2015.

For space exploration, 
it plans to launch three 
midsize satellites and five 
small satellites.

Regarding the 
US-proposed plan to  
extend the operation of 
the International Space 
Station through 2024, an 
international project in-
volving Japan, Tokyo will 
make a decision by the end 
of fiscal 2016.

Kyodo News

Indonesian navy divers prepare operations to lift the 
tail of AirAsia flight QZ8501 from the Java sea  

on 9 Jan, 2015.—Reuters

Indonesia official says ‘pings’ detected in search for AirAsia flight recorders
Jakarta, 9 Jan — In-

donesia search and rescue 
teams hunting for the wreck 
of an AirAsia passenger jet 
detected pings in their ef-
forts to find the black box 
flight recorders on Friday, 
an official said, 12 days after 
the plane went missing with 
162 people on board.

Indonesia AirAsia 
Flight QZ8501 vanished 
from radar screens on 28 
December, less than half 
way into a two-hour flight 
from Indonesia’s sec-
ond-biggest city of Surabaya 
to Singapore. There were no 
survivors.

Forty-eight bodies, 
including at least two still 
strapped to their seats, have 
been found in waters off 
Borneo, but strong winds 
and high waves have ham-
pered efforts to reach larger 

pieces of suspected wreck-
age detected by sonar on the 
sea floor.

The Airbus (AIR.PA) 
A320-200 carries the cockpit 
voice and flight data record-
ers near the tail section. Of-
ficials had warned, however, 
that they could have become 
separated from the tail.

Santoso Sayogo, an 
investigator at the National 
Transportation Safety Com-
mittee, said it appeared that 
the flight recorders were no 
longer in the tail.

“We received an update 
from the field that the pinger 
locator already detected 
pings,” he told Reuters.

“We have our fingers 
crossed it is the black box. 
Divers need to confirm. Un-
fortunately it seems it’s off 
from the tail. But the divers 
need to confirm the posi-

tion.” 
The tail was found on 

Wednesday, upturned on 
the sea bed about 30 km (20 
miles) from the plane’s last 
known location at a depth of 
around 30 metres.

Indonesian search 

teams loaded lifting bal-
loons on to helicopters on 
Friday ahead of an operation 
to raise the tail.

The head of the search 
and rescue agency, Fran-
siskus Bambang Soelistyo, 
said he assumed the flight 

recorders were still in the 
tail and that reports they had 
separated had yet to be con-
firmed.

“The divers are tying 
the tail with straps and then 
we will try (to lift it) two 
ways — floating balloons 
combined with cranes, so 
that the tail sector wouldn’t 
be damaged,” he told report-
ers. “Because we assume 
the black box is in the tail 
sector.” 

He said two bodies had 
been found still attached to 
their seats, with local televi-
sion reporting that one of the 
recovered seats was from 
the cockpit.

“Looking for victims 
is still our main priority be-
sides the black box,” he said.

Relatives of the victims 
have urged authorities to 
make finding the remains of 

their loved ones the priority.
Indonesia AirAsia, 

49 percent owned by the 
Malaysia-based AirAsia 
(AIRA.KL) budget group, 
has come under pressure 
from the authorities in Jakar-
ta since the crash.

The transport ministry 
has suspended the carrier’s 
Surabaya-Singapore licence, 
saying it only had permis-
sion to fly the route on Mon-
days, Tuesdays, Thursdays 
and Saturdays.

Flight QZ8501 took 
off on a Sunday, though the 
ministry said this had no 
bearing on the accident.

While the cause of the 
crash is not known, the na-
tional weather bureau has 
said seasonal tropical storms 
common in the area were 
likely to be a factor.

Reuters

Ousted former Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra 
speaks to the media as she arrives at Parliament before 
the National Legislative Assembly meeting in Bangkok 

on 9 Jan, 2015.—Reuters

Thai assembly begins impeachment hearing 
against former PM Yingluck

who elected her in a 2011 
landslide, as does her broth-
er, ousted premier Thaksin 
Shinawatra, and the im-
peachment hearing could 
test a fragile calm under mil-
itary rule.

In her opening state-
ment to the military-ap-
pointed National Legislative 
Assembly, Yingluck said the 
proceedings were futile as 
she no longer held any polit-
ical post.

“I was removed from 
my position as prime minis-
ter. I have no position left to 
be removed from,” Yingluck 
told the assembly.

About 20 of Yingluck’s 
supporters gathered outside 
parliament despite govern-
ment warnings to stay away. 
Some held red roses and 
tried to raise pictures of Yin-
gluck until police told them 
to put them away.

Thailand is under mar-
tial law and public gather-

ings are banned.
The case concerns Yin-

gluck’s role in a rice subsidy 
programme which critics de-
nounced as a wasteful hand-
out to the Shinawatras’ sup-
porters and which incurred 
billions of dollars in losses.

A day after she was or-
dered to step down in May, 
the National Anti-Corrup-
tion Commission indicted 
her for dereliction of duty in 
relation to the rice scheme.

The impeachment is the 
latest chapter in a divisive 
10-year struggle for power 
between the Shinawatras 
and the royalist-military es-
tablishment which Thaksin, 
a populist former telecom-
munications tycoon, as a 
threat.

A guilty verdict would 
see Yingluck banned from 
politics.

Her supporters say the 
case is aimed at barring her 
from an election the military 

has promised to hold ear-
ly next year and ending the 
influence of the Shinawatra 
family.

Thaksin was ousted 
in a 2006 coup and lives in 
self-exile to avoid a 2008 
graft conviction but remains 
hugely influential.

The National Legisla-
tive Assembly has said a de-
cision could come by the end 
of the month. 

Under the subsidy 
scheme, Yingluck’s gov-
ernment bought rice from 
farmers at prices much high-
er than on the open market 
leading to huge stockpiles.

Yingluck defended the 
scheme in her opening state-
ment.

“Please look at the ben-
efits of the scheme and not 
just the financial cost,” she 
said.

The hearing resumes on 
16 January.

Reuters

and develop technology 
to monitor them by shar-
ing information with the 
Unites States.

Japan also plans to 
have a network of seven 
“quasi-zenith satellites” 
over the next 10 years to 
complement the global-po-
sitioning system operated 
by the Unites States.

The country aims to 
launch the first version 
of the next-generation 
flagship rocket in fiscal 
2020 that will replace the 
H2-A rocket, while plan-
ning to finish enhancing 

Bangkok, 9 Jan — 
Thailand’s parliament began 
an impeachment hearing 
against former Prime Minis-
ter Yingluck Shinawatra on 
Friday that could lead to her 
being banned from politics 
for five years and stoke ten-
sion in the divided country.

Yingluck, Thailand’s 

first woman prime minister, 
was removed from office for 
abuse of power in May and 
days later her government 
was ousted in a military 
coup that ended months of 
street protests against her by 
her rivals.

Yingluck remains pop-
ular among the rural poor 

Japan, China 
to discuss 

maritime crisis 
management 

Monday
Tokyo, 9 Jan — Japan 

and China have agreed to 
hold a working-level meet-
ing in Tokyo next Monday 
to launch a maritime crisis 
management mechanism 
in 2015, defence sources 
said on Friday.

The two countries 
will resume talks to avert 
unwanted clashes around 
the Senkaku Islands in the 
East China Sea — unin-
habited islets controlled 
by Japan but claimed by 
China.

During their first sum-
mit talks in November, 
Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe and President Xi Jin-
ping agreed to ease ten-
sions over the sovereignty 
of the islands and establish 
the crisis management 
mechanism.

Chinese patrol ships 
and airplanes have been 
repeatedly spotted around 
the islets, which Beijing 
calls Diaoyu, keeping Jap-
anese authorities on alert.

Attending the upcom-
ing meeting are officials 
from Japan’s Defence 
Ministry and Maritime 
Self-Defence Force, and 
China’s Defence Ministry.

In 2012, Japanese and 
Chinese defense authori-
ties reached a basic agree-
ment to set up a hotline, 
and use a common radio 
frequency for their ships 
and planes around the Sen-
kakus.—Kyodo News

Tokyo, 9 Jan — The 
Japanese government ap-
proved on Friday a new 
space development policy 
focusing on security, with 
an aim to boost the to-
tal value of the country’s 
space industry to 5 trillion 
yen over the next decade.

Under the 10-year Ba-
sic Plan on Space Policy, 
the government said it will 
enhance cooperation with 
the United States in the 
area of security.

To reduce danger of 
space debris, Japan will 
work to establish systems 
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Kishida to visit India, Europe, 
eye terrorism in France

Tokyo, 9 Jan — For-
eign Minister Fumio Kishi-
da said on Friday he plans 
to discuss the fight against 
terrorism with his French 
counterpart Laurent Fabius 
in Paris as part of a week-
long trip to India, France, 
Belgium and Britain start-
ing next week.

Condemning a dead-
ly shooting incident at a 
French satirical newspa-
per in an apparent terrorist 
attack, Kishida said, “We 
must never tolerate vicious 
terrorism and challeng-
es against the freedom of 
speech and the press.”

“Sharing this view 
with the international com-
munity, we must face up to 
the fight against terrorism,” 
he said.

Referring to the pur-
pose of the four-nation tour 
starting Thursday, Kishida 
said, “I would like to take 
this opportunity to send a 
message to the world as to 
how our country will con-
tribute to the stability and 
prosperity of the interna-
tional community and the 

region, and how we will try 
to address global challeng-
es” in partnership with the 
four countries plus the Eu-
ropean Union.

The minister said such 
proactive diplomacy is im-
portant, especially when 
this year marks the 70th 
anniversary of the end of 
World War II.

Kishida plans to hold a 
strategic dialogue with In-
dian External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj in New 
Delhi, and to hold talks 
with Federica Mogherini, 
the EU high representative 
for foreign affairs and secu-
rity policy, in Brussels.

In London, Kishi-
da, together with Defence 
Minister Gen Nakatani, is 
scheduled to attend the first 
security meeting involving 
the foreign and defence 
ministers of Japan and Brit-
ain. Speaking at a separate 
news conference, Naka-
tani said he will make a 
three-nation trip to Djibou-
ti, South Sudan and Britain 
from 17 to 22 January. 

 Kyodo News

French police seal off town as they close in 
on newspaper killing suspects

Dammartin-en-Goele, 
(France), 9 Jan — French 
anti-terrorist police sur-
rounded a small northern 
town and helicopters hov-
ered overhead after at least 
one person was taken hos-
tage in a print works by 
two men believed to have 
carried out an attack on a 
Paris satirical journal.

Earlier, police had 
chased a vehicle at high 
speed along the nearby A2 
motorway towards Paris as 
authorities appeared to be 
closing in on the two broth-
ers. Gunshots rang out and 
police trucks, ambulances 
and armoured vehicles de-
scended on the area close to 
Paris’s Charles de Gaulle 
airport.

Police and anti-terror-
ist forces blocked all en-
tries to the town of about 
8,000, clearly seeking to 
limit the scale of any siege.

“All residents are re-
quested to remain at home. 
Children are to be kept safe 
in school,” the municipal 
website said.

The danger of hostage 
taking or of a second attack 
has been a central concern 
of security services since 
the gunmen stormed the 
Paris offices of the satirical 
weekly newspaper Charlie 
Hebdo on Wednesday, kill-
ing ten journalists and two 
police officers.

Interior Ministry 
spokesman Pierre-Henry 
Brandet told iTELE tele-
vision he was fairly sure 
the two suspects were in 

the building currently sur-
rounded.

“We are almost certain 
it is those two individuals 
holed up in that building.”

Yohann Bardoux, a 
plumber whose office is 
two doors down from the 
printing shop where the 
hostage drama is taking 
place stayed away from 
work after hearing gunfire. 
But he said his mother was 
in the building next door to 
the printing shop.

“Of course I’m wor-
ried about her, I hope it 
all comes down soon, and 
turns out well,” Bardoux 
said. 

“They are every-
where. It’s really jumping. 
They’ve blocked the whole 
zones, we’ve got helicop-
ters overhead, the police 
presence is impressive.” 

A senior Yemeni intel-
ligence source told Reuters 
one of the two suspects, 
French-born sons of Alge-
rian-born parents, was in 
Yemen for several months 
in 2011 for religious stud-
ies; but there was no con-
firmed information whether 
he was trained by al-Qaeda 
in the Arabian Peninsula 
(AQAP).

The gunmen shouted 
“Allahu Akbar” (God is 
greatest) as they carried out 
the attack, which has been 
described by President 
Francois Holland and other 
world leaders as an attack 
on the fundaments of de-
mocracy.

Reuters

Sri Lanka’s strongman president 
voted out after decade in power

Cuba releases three prisoners in 
sign of meeting US agreement

Raul Borges, 74, holds a picture of his 
son Ernesto Borges in his house in 

Havana on 2 Jan, 2015. Ernesto Borges, 
a KGB-trained countre intelligence 
officer, has been in a Cuban prison 
for 16 years for attempting to hand 

over secrets to a US diplomat in Cuba. 
Reuters

Havana, 9 Jan — Cuba released three 
detainees on Wednesday in a sign it was 
fulfilling an agreement to free a list of 53 
people the United States regards as politi-
cal prisoners as part of a thaw in relations 
between the two nations.

The government freed 19-year-old 
twin brothers Diango Vargas Martin and 
Bianco Vargas Martin on Wednesday af-
ternoon, opposition activists said. The pair 
were arrested in December 2012 and sen-
tenced to 30 months in jail for disorderly 
conduct and threatening a state official. 

Dissidents said a third man, Enrique 
Figuerola Miranda, was also freed. All 
three were members of the opposition Pa-
triotic Union of Cuba (UNPACU). 

The move followed a report on 
Wednesday by Reuters citing a congres-
sional aide who said that Cuba was resist-
ing the release of “several” of the prisoners 
on the list.

A White House official had denied the 
Reuters report, saying “we have not heard 
any such thing from the Cubans, we fully 
expect all 53 to be released.” 

The prisoner release was part of an 
historic deal last month to renew diplomat-
ic relations between the United States and 
Cuba and end more than five decades of 
hostility.

However, three weeks after the bid for 
US-Cuba détente became public, President 
Barack Obama’s administration has done 
little to dispel questions about what might 
be holding up full implementation of the 
prisoner agreement.

The Cuban government had no imme-
diate comment Wednesday on the status of 
the prisoner release.

The twins were released in the eastern 

city of Santiago and returned home to their 
mother, according to Elizardo Sanchez, 
president of the Cuban Commission for 
Human Rights and National Reconcili-
ation. The brothers were included on an 
informal list drawn up by Sanchez, but it 
is not known officially if they were on the 
list of 53 names.

“It appears that the big release has 
begun,” said Sanchez, whose opposition 
group monitors the arrests of Cuban gov-
ernment critics. “We hope dozens more 
will be freed in the coming days.”

Amnesty International had described 
the twins — an older brother, Alexei Var-
gas Martin, who remains in custody — as 
“prisoners of conscience” whom it says 
were detained solely for peacefully exer-
cising their right to freedom of expression.

Reuters

Presidential candidate Mithripala Sirisena waves at 
his supporters as he leaves after casting his vote for the 
presidential election in Polonnaruwa on 8 Jan, 2015. 

Reuters

Colombo, 9 Jan — Sri 
Lankan President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa lost his bid for a 
third term on Friday, ending 
a decade of rule that critics 
say had become increasing-
ly authoritarian and marred 
by nepotism and corruption.

As results rolled in 
overnight from Thursday’s 
election, it became clear 
that Rajapaksa had been 
beaten by opposition candi-
date Mithripala Sirisena, a 
one-time ally who defected 
overnight in November and 
derailed what the president 
thought would be an easy 
win.

Celebratory firecrack-
ers could be heard explod-
ing in the capital, Colombo, 
after Rajapaksa’s office said 
he had accepted the victory 
of Sirisena, who has vowed 
to root out corruption and 
bring constitutional reforms 
to weaken the power of the 
presidency. 

Sirisena, a soft-spo-
ken 63-year-old from the 
rice-growing hinterlands 
of this Indian Ocean is-
land state, is expected to be 
sworn in at Colombo’s In-
dependence Square at 6:00 
pm local time.

His allies say he will 
rebalance the country’s 
foreign policy, which tilted 
heavily towards China in re-

cent years as Rajapaksa fell 
out with the West over hu-
man rights and allegations 
of war crimes committed at 
the end of a drawn-out con-
flict with Tamil separatists 
in 2009.

US Secretary of State 
John Kerry was quick to 
welcome the successful 
election and commended 
Rajapaksa for accepting the 
verdict of the nation’s 15 
million voters. 

“I look forward 
to working with Pres-
ident-elect Mithripala 
Sirisena as his new govern-
ment works to implement 
its campaign platform of a 
Sri Lanka that is peaceful, 
inclusive, democratic, and 

prosperous,” he said in a 
statement.

Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi called 
Sirisena to congratulate 
the new leader of “a close 
friend and neighbour”.

Rajapaksa had 
cold-shouldered New Delhi 
in recent years, but Sirisena 
told an Indian newspaper 
this week that “we will re-
vert to the old, non-aligned 
policy”.

“India is our first, main 
concern. But we are not 
against Chinese investment 
either. We will maintain 
good relations with China 
too,” he told the Hindustan 
Times.

Reuters

Helicopters with French intervention forces hover 
above the scene of a hostage taking at an industrial 

zone in Dammartin-en-Goele, northeast of Paris  
on 9 Jan, 2015.—Reuters
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Warsaw, 9 Jan — Poland expects the 
NATO alliance to step up its military exer-
cises around the Baltic Sea after a flurry of 
activity by Russian warships and jet fight-
ers in the area last month, Defence Minis-

Poland to seek NATO response to Russia’s Baltic exercises

EU’s Tusk to push for airline 
data sharing after attack

ter Tomasz Siemoniak told Reuters in an 
interview.

“What happened in December was 
indeed rather unprecedented,” Siemoniak 
said. “We will definitely want the Baltic 
Sea to be taken into account to a greater 
extent, and I think that in terms of military 
exercises planned by NATO, there will be 
such a reaction,” he said. The interview 
was conducted on Monday but authorised 
for release by the ministry on Thursday.

The Atlantic alliance has already in-
creased the frequency of air patrols in the 
region, part of a revival of Cold War ten-
sions sparked by Russia’s annexation of 
Crimea from Ukraine and its support for 
Ukraine’s pro-Russian rebels.

Siemoniak said Moscow did not have 

an exit strategy, and that NATO and the 
European Union, which has imposed sanc-
tions on Russia together with the United 
States, should brace themselves for years 
of conflict.

“We shouldn’t talk about lifting the 
sanctions too soon,” he said, adding that 
they were the most effective tool at the 
West’s disposal. 

The French government in November 
put on hold a contract to supply Mistral 
warships to Russia after coming under 
pressure from NATO allies.

Asked if French-based companies 
such as Airbus and the Thales could suffer 
as they bid for contracts in Poland’s $41 
billion army modernisation programme, 
Siemoniak said: “I’m counting on France’s 

decision (not to deliver) being permanent, 
so the problem has been solved. It seems 
that Russia has also accepted that.”

Siemoniak also denied that a US Sen-
ate report, which in December made clear 
by implication that Poland had allowed the 
CIA to run secret detention facilities on 
its soil, had damaged the relationship be-
tween the two allies. 

Polish officials have expressed disap-
pointment that the published version of the 
report contained enough detail to implicate 
Poland, putting it at risk of reprisal attacks. 

“I think that, at the moment, the coop-
eration between our intelligence agencies 
is the best in history,” Siemoniak said, “so 
the publication of the report has not made 
it more difficult.” —Reuters

Poland’s Defence Minister
Tomasz Siemoniak

More than one million flee, Ukraine 
close to ‘humanitarian catastrophe’

US to cut European military bases 
to save cost, Pentagon says

European Council President Donald Tusk listens 
during a news conference in Riga on 9 Jan, 2015. 

Reuters

Riga, 9 Jan — Europe-
an Council President Don-
ald Tusk will press EU law-
makers next week to drop 
their objections to states 
sharing airline passenger 
data as part of efforts to 
tighten security after the 
attack on Paris newspaper 
Charlie Hebdo.

Speaking in Latvia on 
Friday, the former Polish 
prime minister who now 
chairs meetings of EU 
leaders, said he had dis-
cussed the response to the 
attack with French Presi-
dent Francois Hollande and 
would put the matter on the 
agenda of the next sched-
uled summit in Brussels on 
12 February. “Next week 
in Strasbourg I will appeal 
to the European Parliament 
to speed up work on the EU 
Passenger Name Record 
system, which can help in 
detecting the travel of dan-

gerous people,” Tusk said.
Lawmakers have re-

sisted endorsing the system 
for sharing data known as 
PNR on the grounds it will 
infringe on privacy.

Tusk said of the kill-
ing of 12 people in Paris 
on Wednesday: “Such dra-
matic events demonstrate 

London, 9 Jan — 
More than one million peo-
ple have been driven from 
their homes by the conflict 
in Ukraine, hampering 
aid efforts and leaving the 
country on the verge of 
a humanitarian catastro-
phe, aid agencies said on 
Thursday.  The number 
of people uprooted within 
Ukraine, 610,000, and of 
refugees who have fled to 
neighbouring countries, 
594,000, has more than tri-
pled since August, figures 
from the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) show.

The UN said an esti-
mated 5.2 million people 
in Ukraine were living in 
conflict zones, of whom 
1.4 million were highly 

vulnerable and in need of 
assistance as they face fi-
nancial problems, a lack of 
services and aid, and harsh 
winter conditions.

The conflict between 
Ukraine and pro-Russia 
separatists, killed more 
than 4,700 people last year 
and provoked the worst 
crisis in relations between 
Russia and the West since 
the Cold War.

Denis Krivosheev, 
deputy director of Eu-
rope and Central Asia at 
Amnesty International, 
said residents in separa-
tist-controlled Luhansk 
and Donetsk could barely 
afford food and medicines, 
especially vulnerable peo-
ple such as pensioners.

“While it may be too 
early to call this a human-

itarian catastrophe, it’s 
clearly progressing in that 
direction,” Krivosheev 
told the Thomson Reuters 
Foundation by email. 

The provision of hu-
manitarian aid was being 
hampered by pro-Kiev vol-
unteer battalions that were 
increasingly preventing 
food and medicine from 
reaching those in need in 
eastern Ukraine, he said.

“Attempting to create 
unbearable conditions of 
life is a whole new ball-
game... using starvation of 
civilians as a method of 
warfare is a war crime.”

The battalions often 
act like “renegade gangs” 
and urgently need to be 
brought under control, 
Krivosheev added.

Reuters

Washington, 9 Jan — 
The US military will divest 
an air base in Britain and re-
turn it and 14 other facilities 
in Europe back to their home 
nations, the Pentagon said on 
Thursday, in a bid to save the 
US government about 500 
million US dollars annually.

The restructuring will 
pull thousands of US mili-
tary and civilian personnel 
out of the 15 sites mostly 
in the United Kingdom and 
Germany over several years, 
the Pentagon said in a state-
ment. The Pentagon would 
divest RAF Mildenhall, 
northeast of London, and 
withdraw 3,200 US person-
nel from the base home to 
tanker, reconnaissance and 
special operations aircraft 
over the next several years, 
it said.

The Pentagon also has 
selected RAF Lakenheath in 

the UK to be the first perma-
nent European base for the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. 
The first aircraft are sched-
uled to arrive in the UK in 
2020 to replace F-15 fighter 
jets, it said. “The decision 
reflects the closeness of the 
US-UK defence relationship 
and the military value of the 
basing in the UK,” added 
said. The reduction in RAF 
Mildenhall would be partial-
ly offset as about 1,200 US 
military personnel would 
be permanently stationed 
at RAF Lakenheath along 
with two squadrons of F-35 
fighters, the Pentagon said, 
adding that the net loss of 
US troops in Britain would 
be about 2,000.

About nine facilities in 
Germany would be closed 
or partially closed, but over-
all US troop numbers in the 
country were expected to 

increase a few hundred, ac-
cording to the statement. In 
Portugal, some 500 US mil-
itary and civilian personnel 
would be withdrawn from 
Lajes Field in the Azores.

“These actions will re-
sult in a slight decrease in 
our force levels, but will also 
ensure they are most effec-
tively positioned to enable 
the US and our NATO allies 
to respond quickly to crises 
worldwide,” the statement 
said.

“Additionally, these ac-
tions will result in the greater 
efficiency and effectiveness 
of our presence in Europe 
by reducing the US foot-
print while ensuring that the 
infrastructure in place will 
continue — now and into the 
future — to sustain US inter-
ests and support our partners 
in the region,” it said.

Xinhua

E-waste poses risk to Vietnam’s 
environment: survey

Ho Chi Minh City, 
9 Jan — The exponential 
growth of the information 
technology (IT) industry in 
recent years is posing a sig-
nificant risk to Vietnam’s 
environment as the disposal 
of electrical and electronic 
equipment waste rapidly 
expands, local media re-
ported on Friday.

Over the past five 
years, Vietnam’s IT indus-
try has grown an average of 
45.5 percent annually. To-
tal revenue exceeded 25.5 
billion US dollars in 2012 
alone, over 94 percent of 
which came from electron-
ic equipment and hardware, 
state-run Radio the Voice 
of Vietnam quoted figures 
from the General Statistics 
Office as saying.

The number of person-
al computers (PCs) adopted 
by each household nation-
wide reached 0.17 between 
2004 and 2010 while the 
usage rate of washing ma-
chines, refrigerators, air 
conditioners and television 
sets jumped by 183 percent, 
139 percent, 32 percent and 
23 percent, respectively.

Capital Hanoi is fore-
cast to discard 161,000 
TVs, 97,000 PCs, 178,000 
refrigerators, 136,000 wash-
ing machines and 97,000 
air conditioners by 2020. 
Meanwhile, similar waste 
from southern metropolis 
Ho Chi Minh (HCM) City 
are predicted at higher num-
bers. A recent survey con-
ducted in Hanoi and HCM 
City by an Asia- Pacific 

consortium of IT corpora-
tions and its Vietnamese 
counterpart showed that 
between 81 and 100 percent 
of respondents would rather 
sell their second-hand elec-
tronic items to scrap-iron 
dealers or private electron-
ic repair shops than donate 
them to e- waste treatment 
companies.

Only three out of 15 
e-waste treatment facilities 
are performing at their de-
signed capacity, handling 
an average of 9, 000-11,000 
tons per year, far from the 
estimated 61,000--113,000 
tons in need of treatment. 
High recycling costs and a 
lack of support from rele-
vant agencies are attributed 
to this gap, said the survey. 

Xinhua

the vulnerability of nations 
in today’s world. The Eu-
ropean Union cannot do 
everything -- but it can 
contribute to strengthening 
our security. In reaction to 
9/11, the EU developed the 
European Arrest Warrant. 

“But we need to do 
more.” —Reuters
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tax stickers. Some of them complain that they 
have to pay taxes twice, first for their salary and 
then for goods and services they buy with their 
after-tax salaries.

It is a good thing for people to be interested in 
the taxes they pay. In the past, they did not pay 
taxes and did not wonder what tax collectors are 
doing and how the government is appropriating 
revenues. Now, they have become interested in 
the taxes they have to pay and where the taxes go. 
They are starting to wonder whether the taxes 
they pay go to where the nation needs or are waste 
on unprofitable projects or end up in the hands of 
corrupt people. Some even began to ask questions 
whether the taxes being levied on them are fair or 
not or whether there are some successful busi-
nessmen who avoid taxes.

While people have become tax-conscious due 

to the economic reform of the government, it is 
the greatest responsibility of tax collectors and 
budget planners to collect taxes properly and to 
allocate revenues in the interests of the country 
and the people. The public has changed its 
mindset. Are tax collectors and budget plan-
ners ready to accept this?

By Myint Win Thein

Are all people ready?

With more people paying taxes on their 
incomes or on the goods and services 
they buy, they are more tax-conscious 

than ever, often wondering where their taxes go. 
Some of them sometimes even complain that the 
taxes they pay at a restaurant or a shop never 
reach the hands of tax authorities because res-
taurants they eat out at collect taxes on their 
bills but fail to give them tax stickers or proper 

Your Venerable,
Excellencies,
Distinguished guests,
Good morning,

Today, I’m very much 
pleased and honoured to be 
invited to this multilateral 
dialogue between Islam 
and Buddhism organized 
by the International Islamic 
Culture and Relations Or-
ganization of Iran. I really 
appreciate the organizers 
for organizing this impor-
tant seminar with the objec-
tive of exchanging views 
and exploring opportunities 
on joint scientific and reli-
gious cooperation between 
Islam and Buddhism for 
world peace. It is also a 
great honour for me to meet 
with Muslim and Buddhist 
brothers and friends includ-
ing the Minister for Culture 
of Iran and Islamic Lead-
ers, Chancellor, Professors 
and Lectures of the Inter-
faith University of Iran and 
Venerable monks from 
Thailand and Sri Lanka 
here at this august seminar 
and that I wish you all 
peace and happiness. I’m 
happy to share a piece of 
Buddha’s teaching with 
you which says holding fre-
quent meetings and discus-
sions is beneficial to all as it 
further consolidates mutual 
friendship and understand-
ing among them. I’m, thus, 
confident that frank discus-
sion at this seminar would 
bring about mutual friend-
ship and understanding be-
tween us, through which 
misunderstanding that 
might have arisen between 

(1) POWER OF MIND FOR WORLD PEACE
(2) The Religious Roots of Social Harmony
(3) Buddhism and its relevance to the world situation

Venerable Dr. Ashin Ñyãnissara (D.Litt., Ph.D.)
Shihid Rahimi Conference Hall,

Islamic Culture and Relations Organization
Teheran

Islamic Republic of Iran
30 December, 2014

The following is the full text of speech delivered by Venerable Dr. Ashin Ñyãnissara (D.Litt., Ph.D.) at the 
Multilateral Dialouge between Islam and Buddhism held in Teheran, Iran, on 30 December.

the two sides would be re-
moved, and peaceful co-ex-
istence between the two 
major religions would be 
built. 

As you are all aware, 
the world today is facing 
various conflicts and trage-
dies almost everywhere. At 
this critical juncture, we 
need to find out the cause of 
problem as a matter of pri-
ority so that we will reach 
the right solution to the 
problem. In other words, it 
is an urgent need for us to 
find ways in order that 
peace and stability would 
prevail in the whole world.

The current situation 
of the world is a great chal-
lenge for political, spiritual 
and religious leaders. It is 
my firm conviction that we 
all religious leaders, on our 
part, are responsible to help 
mitigate tensions and con-
flicts by disseminating the 
noble teachings of our re-
spective religions to our 
followers.

Every religion calls 
upon their followers to live 
a moral way of life, to at-
tain mastery over the mind 
and to cultivate purity of 
heart. Whether it is the Bi-
ble or the Koran, or the 
Veda, or the Ti-Pitaka, all 
scriptures call for peace, 
amity and harmony. From 
Jina to Jesus, all great 
founders of all religions 
have emphasized it with 
virtues of tolerance and 
non-violence. But the 
world we live in is often 
driven by religious con-
flicts and sectarian strife, or 

even the war of brutal fight-
ing. Because we usually at-
tach importance only to the 
outer shell of religions and 
we overlook the universal 
truth or the inner core of re-
ligions. The result is a lack 
of love, compassion, toler-
ance, forgiveness and 
self-understanding in the 
mind.

When there is no peace 
in individuals, then there 
cannot be peace in the 
world. Violence and peace 
never can coexist. The only 
way to achieve inner 
peace is insight medita-
tion. This is non-sectarian-
ism but scientific result-ori-
ented technique of 
self-observation and 
self-realization of the truth. 

Practice of Insight 
Meditation brings some un-
precedented result — that 
is — experiential under-
standing of how mind and 
body are interacting. 

Whenever negative 
emotion arises in human 
mind, such as craving, jeal-
ousy, hatred, anger, igno-
rance and so on, these neg-
ative spirits trigger 
unpleasant sensations with-
in the body. On the other 
hand, sometimes, positive 
states arise in the mind 
such as tolerance, love, 
compassion, sympathetic 
joy and wisdom, etc. At 
that time, mental actions 
create happiness and pleas-
ant sensations within the 
body. 

Every moment to mo-
ment, the mind generates 
hate or love, compassion or 

mind is flooded with pleas-
ant sensation or unpleasant 
sensation all the time. In-
sight meditation reveals 
that mental action precedes 
every physical and vocal 
action, determining wheth-
er that action would be 
wholesome or unwhole-
some. That is why we must 
find practical methods to 
create pure and peaceful 
mind. 

The practice of in-
sight meditation can be 
used for keeping the bal-
anced mind and sound 
health. By exercising in-
sight meditation, everyone 
can remove mental disease 
of negativities and can 

achieve balance of mind. 
The balanced mind will 
make unbalanced world 
balanced, stable mind will 
make unstable world stable 
and peaceful mind will 
make the violent world 
peaceful. 

The people of any 
faiths can practice such in-
sight meditation without 
discrimination of caste, 
colour or creed. At the 
same time, they may follow 
their own religions and tra-
ditions in peace and  
harmony. There is no need 
for conversion of religion. 
A common source of  
tension and conflicts  
create negativity only. 

Therefore, conversion is 
only for changing the nega-
tive mind to the positive 
mind. As an observer, one 
will find a society living in 
peace and harmony in its 
natural setting. 

Today in the world, we 
see clearly various degrees 
of spiritual pollution like 
discontentment, dissatis-
faction, disagreement, ar-
gument, demonstration, 
strikes, violence, invasion, 
aggression, and tension, 
etc. These spiritual pollu-
tions are always creating 
bad consequences to hu-
man societies and human 
environment. 

    (See page 9)

cruelty, sympathy or jeal-
ousy, positivity or negativi-
ty, pleasantness or unpleas-
antness and selfishness or 
selflessness. So the entire 
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The cold season in 
Myanmar can be re-
garded as the season 

of misty eyes and fond 
memories as homage pay-
ing ceremonies are held by 
former students for their 
old teachers all over the 
country at this time of the 
year. This kind of ceremo-
ny can be said to be distinc-
tively Myanmar, as in My-
anmar society, one’s 
teacher is accorded the 
highest reverence together 
with the Buddha, the 
Dhamma, the Sangha and 
one’s parents. The majority 
of Myanmar teachers do 
deserve this high honour 
for many reasons. Firstly, 
they have come into the 
profession with two main 
reasons—their love of shar-
ing knowledge and their 
adoration for their students. 
Secondly, the teaching pro-
fession in Myanmar as in 
other part of the world is 
not a very lucrative one, 
and despite the unattractive 
salary and the hard work, 

Homage Paying Ceremonies
By Myo Myint

teachers stay on till it is 
time to go on retirement, 
except for the small minor-
ity who either exploit their 
profession for personal 
gain, or leave it for good to 
seek a better paying job. 
Thirdly, 70 percent of the 
population of Myanmar 
still live in rural areas, and 
this means that the majority 
of schools are in rural are-
as, and the majority of 
teachers may never have 
the opportunity, or the in-
clination to serve in a 
school in a big town or city. 
Fourthly, teachers have 
very poor career prospects. 
There are over 300,000 ba-
sic education teachers and 
out of them only a trickle 
will become a high school 
headmaster or headmis-
tress, a job that has some 
social prestige and authori-
ty, but entails a lot of re-
sponsibility and a salary 
scale that is only above that 
of a high school teacher. 
Fifthly, they also have very 
poor financial prospects. 
Unless they are married to 
a better earning mate, or 

they have other incomes, 
few can hope to own a 
house or an apartment upon 
their retirement, as there is 
very little extra money to 
save from their salary. 
However, interest in this 
profession, especially 
among women, never 
wanes, as the age-old belief 
still persists that it is a re-
spectable profession very 
suitable for women.

While attending 
school, a person may not 
realize how much effort 
one’s teachers have to put 
in, to nurture them, and to 
provide them a sound 
knowledge base for their 
future success and well-be-
ing, it is only when they be-
come older and more ma-
ture that some realize how 
much they owe to their 
teachers. This is especially 
felt among the majority of 
former students who were 
brought up in rural areas 
and had no access to tui-
tions, or the financial means 
to attend them, or have ex-
pensive guides. The only 
providers of knowledge 

had been their school teach-
ers. Some will remember 
the extra classes that their 
high school teachers took 
after school, so that they 
will be well-prepared for 
their matriculation exami-
nation. Some will even re-
member that their teachers 
provided them with snacks 
out of their own pocket, so 
that they will not feel hun-
gry during the extra coach-
ing after school. Some will 
remember how strict their 
teachers had been to ensure 
that they learn. Some will 
remember how patient their 
teachers had been with 
them. Some will remember 
the admonitions of their 
teachers that have changed 
their lives for the better. 
Some bright students from 
poor families may remem-
ber that on passing the ma-
triculation examination, 
their school teachers, al-
though not rich themselves, 
have collectively funded 
them through university. If 
they still live in the same 
place, some will see their 
former teachers still travel-
ling to their schools, or oth-
er destinations, on foot, on 
buses, or by bicycles look-

ing as impoverished as they 
were in their student days. 

It is little wonder that 
some former students re-
member the gratitude they 
owe to their teachers for the 
success they are now enjoy-
ing, and get together annu-
ally to pay homage to their 
former teachers in cash and 
kind. Some former students 
might not realize what im-
pact the annual monetary 
gifts they present to their 
former teachers, who have 
fallen on hard times after 
retirement, have on their 
lives. Some former students 
may not realize that al-
though some retired teach-
ers may not be in financial 
difficulty, it brings them 
unparallel happiness to be 
remembered and appreciat-
ed by their former students. 
Some former students may 
also not know that the hom-
age paying ceremony may 
be the only occasion when 
their old teachers have the 
chance to meet old friends 
and colleagues.

Some former students 
with a successful career 
have the means to donate to 
the homage paying ceremo-
ny for teachers, and do so 

very generously. Some do 
not have the means, but 
contribute as much as they 
can afford. Some give a lot 
of time to raise the neces-
sary funds for the ceremony 
despite their many commit-
ments, and some make the 
effort to attend the ceremo-
ny without fail. 

There are also proba-
bly many who do not real-
ize, or care to remember, 
what they owe to their 
teachers, just as there are 
many retired teachers 
whose contributions and 
dedications have been un-
recognized. To the teachers 
who have been unappreci-
ated, let me say that for 
those who have been true to 
their profession, their lives 
have been spotless, that 
every day of their career 
has been spent on doing 
meritorious deeds, that the 
personal sacrifices they 
have made have not been in 
vain, and that a higher plane 
awaits them. To those who 
have forgotten their teach-
ers, let me request them to 
remember them, even if it is 
just once, before they de-
part this world.

*****

(from page 8)
This is the manifesta-

tion of unbalanced and un-
trained mind. They are mo-
tivated by negativities 
latent within human mind. 
We all understand that we 
need to protect our envi-
ronment and society, stop 
polluting them and remove 
such mental pollutions. 

People are searching 
for a place of peace and 
tranquility. However, they 
cannot find such a place of 
paradise in this materialis-
tic world. So, let us change 
our mind from negativity 
to positivity. Removing 
such pollutants of negativi-
ties will promote peace and 
harmony as well as bal-
anced mind and healthy re-
lationship between human 
societies and its natural en-
vironment. This is how 
Buddhism can foster envi-
ronmental protection.

Now, we the religious 
leaders of Islam and Bud-
dhist are gathered here at 
this Dialogue. The Interna-
tional Islamic Culture and 
Relations Organization of 
Iran, Buddhist leaders from 
Thailand and Sri Lanka in 
cooperation with the Sit-
agu International Buddhist 
Academy aim to find out 
the religious roots of social 
harmony and also to ex-

(1) POWER OF MIND FOR... 
plore the development of 
teaching materials high-
lighting social harmony in 
Buddhist, Muslim and 
Christian faiths, as well as 
a grass-roots education 
program. 

So, I’m confident that 
we should put our joint ef-
fort to abstain from con-
flicts and violence. We 
strongly condemn any 
forms of violence and con-
flicts. We also urge all po-
litical leaders, national 
leaders and spiritual lead-
ers to join in this declara-
tion. We all leaders must 
make a vow here and now. 
We declare that we uncon-
ditionally condemn such 
brutality, cruelty, and any 
violence. We must try to 
seek forbearance, forgive-
ness, selflessness and con-
fession for the establish-
ment of peace, harmony, 
stability, security and co-
existence in the world.

Let us, now, try to for-
mulate a definition of reli-
gion. We should try to un-
derstand the intrinsic 
meaning of religion. Then, 
there would be no greater 
misfortune for humanity 
than a failure to define reli-
gion as synonymous with 
peace.

Every religion has its 
own outer shell and inner 

core. The outer shell con-
sists of rites, rituals, cere-
monies, beliefs, myths, and 
doctrines. These outer 
shells differentiate one re-
ligion from another. How-
ever, there is an inner core 
which is common to all re-
ligions. This is the univer-
sal teaching of morality, 
charity, mental discipline, 
pure mind, pure love, com-
passion, goodwill, toler-
ance and insight truth. This 
is a common denominator 
that all religious leaders 
ought to emphatically 
teach their followers to 
practice. If proper impor-
tance is attached to the es-
sence of all religions, the 
pure love, tolerance, for-
giveness and compassion 
are shown for their surface 
level, then conflicts and vi-
olence could be minimized.

I would here like to 
share my understanding 
that Water has unchangea-
ble characteristics of cool-
ness to all, regardless of 
race, caste and religion. It 
helps one who drinks it 
free from thirst and makes 
one who touches it clean 
and fresh. Likewise, fire 
has a constant nature of 
producing light and heat. 
People produce drinking 
water in different shapes of 
bottles with different labels 
and lighters in different 
brand names. However, 

their nature is irreversible. 
My message here is that if 
we take a superficial look 
at things, we see them dif-
ferently. If we use eyes of 
wisdom, we will see truth 
and reality.

All human beings 
should be free to profess 
and follow their faith. 
However, they must be 
careful not to neglect to 
practise the essence of their 
own respective religions, 
not to disturb others by 
their own religions, and not 
to condemn other faiths. In 
this diversity of faiths, 
when people of different 
views approached him, the 
Buddha said, “Let us set 
aside our differences, let 
us give attention to what 
we can agree on and let 
us put the common core 
which we agree upon into 
practice. Why quarrels?” 
Such wise counsel still re-
tains its value until today.

The Buddha said, 
“Animosity can be eradi-
cated by its opposite 
which is pure love, pa-
tience, forgiveness and so 
on. Animosity cannot be 
eradicated by animosity. 
Violence is ceased by 
non-violence. Violence is 
never ceased by violence. 
Hatred is never ceased by 
hatred. Through pure 
love only, it can be ceased. 
This is the eternal law.” 

This is the Dhamma. What 
is called Dhamma in the 
world has nothing to do 
with Buddhism, Hinduism, 
Jainism, Judaism, Sikhism, 
Islamism, or any other 
“ism”. Dhamma is a simple 
truth-

1)	 To understand the 
Truth is our com-
mon core.

2)  	To understand the 
Truth is our com-
mon goal; 

3) 	To understand the 
Truth is our com-
mon 

	 solution to all prob-
lems; 

4)	 To avoid extremism 
and aggressiveness 
and 

to follow the Middle 
Path are our Com-
mon Platform.

I would, once again, 
like to appreciate the or-
ganizers of this seminar for 
their vision and efforts. I 
would also like to express 

my profound thanks to all 
participants and to the 
Minister for Culture of Iran 
and officials and staff of 
the Ministry, Chancellor 
and Professors of Interfaith 
University of Iran, Islamic 
Leaders and academicians 
for their all-round support 
to make this seminar a suc-
cess. And I wish to repeat 
my particular thanks to all 
religious leaders in Iran for 
giving us this great oppor-
tunity of building further 
mutual friendship and un-
derstanding and exchang-
ing views for world peace. 
I, now, conclude with my 
earnest hope that Buddhist 
and Islamic leaders work 
together for peace and sta-
bility of the future world.

May all beings be free 
from aversion. May all be-
ings be happy.

May Peace and Har-
mony prevail in every cor-
ner of the world.

Thank you.

Venerable Dr. Ashin Ñyãnissara (D.Litt., Ph.D.)
Aggamahapadita, Mahadhammakathika Bahujanahit-

adhara, Aggamaha Saddhammajotikadhaja, 
Sasanadhaja-dhammacariya Chancellor of Sitagu 

International Buddhist Academies
Principal of Sitagu International Buddhist 

Missionary Association
Founder of the Board of Directors of Theravada 

Dhamma Society of America 
Honorary Professor of International Theravada 

Buddhist Missionary University Chairman of Interna-
tional Association of Theravada Buddhist Universities
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A man walks past a portrait of Nigeria’s President 
Goodluck Jonathan, who began his campaign on 
Wednesday for a second-term in office in Lagos  

on 8 Jan, 2015.—Reuters

Nigerian president Jonathan defends record in campaign launch

Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs, US Army General 

Martin Dempsey

US forces ‘building pressure’ on Islamic State — military chief
fensive against Islamic 
State when Baghdad felt it 
was ready to conduct the 
necessary military opera-
tions to recapture territory 
and follow it with human-
itarian and reconstruction 
efforts.

“In the meantime we’re 
keeping steady pressure on 
and we’re building their ca-
pacity,” Dempsey said.

He said several hun-
dred Sunni tribesmen had 
been incorporated into Iraqi 
Security Force, a sign the 
mainly Shi’ite government 
was trying to become more 
inclusive. He also said sev-

eral thousand troops had 
been newly trained.

The chairman said US 
forces were looking for 
ways to help Iraqis cope 
with improvised explosive 
devices, roadside bombs 
and houses rigged with ex-
plosives.

“There’s some things 
that we can do to help the 
Iraqi Security Forces re-
duce their casualties as 
they go forward and we’re 
discussing that with them,” 
he said.  The Pentagon said 
this week that US forces 
have hit or damaged some 
3,222 Islamic State targets 

in Iraq and Syria since Au-
gust. US military officials 
also said the department is 
looking into complaints that 
civilians may have been 
killed in US air strikes.

Reuters

he continued. “We have 
arrested more people, we 
have done more convic-
tions, but they tell us these 
lies.”

Flanked by Vice Pres-
ident Namadi Sambo and 
Senate President David 
Mark, Jonathan wore a 
white robe and floppy tra-
ditional hat of the Yoru-
ba people who dominate 
Lagos and the southwest, 
which comprises the main 
swing states. 

Buhari is likely to win 
across the north, while Jon-
athan is expected to clean 
up in his home southern 
Niger Delta region and in 
the east.

Jonathan first took 
power in Nigeria, Africa’s 

most populous country, af-
ter his predecessor Umaru 
Yar’Adua died in office in 
2009. He started his first 

elected term in 2011, when 
the southwest overwhelm-
ingly voted for him over 
Buhari in 2011.

This time its political 
elites are firmly behind 
Buhari and some voters 
are disappointed with Jon-
athan. 

His administration has 
been dogged by several 
corruption scandals in the 
oil sector, some of which it 
has promised to investigate 
and others it has denied.

The Boko Haram Isla-
mist insurgency meanwhile 
has dramatically worsened 
since he was last elected in 
2011. Lack of equipment is 
one of the major problems 
faced by Nigerian troops in 
the northeast, which Jon-
athan blamed on Buhari. 
“No country equips armed 
forces overnight,” he said.

Reuters

lines of effort: counter-fi-
nancing, counter-foreign 
fighters, counter-message 
as well as the military op-
erations,” he added, using 
an acronym for the Islamic 
State group.

Dempsey’s spoke to 
reporters after meeting 
with his Israeli counterpart, 
Lieutenant General Benja-
min Gantz, to discuss re-
gional security and military 
cooperation as Gantz winds 
up his tenure as the chief of 
the Israel Defence Forces 
general staff.

Dempsey said Iraq 
would initiate a counter-of-

working to weaken Islamic 
State in several areas.

“When you ask me 
what are the prospects for 
a spring offensive, we’re 
working with Iraqis, mili-
tary and civilian leaders, to 
determine the pace at which 
we will encourage them and 
enable them to do a coun-
teroffensive,” Dempsey 
said. “But I want to make 
sure I also highlight the 
fact that this isn’t about ... 
waiting till the spring to do 
anything.” 

“This is a drumbeat, 
a steady building pressure 
on ISIL along eight or nine 

Washington, 9 Jan — 
US efforts against Islamic 
State militants in Iraq are “a 
drumbeat, a steady building 
pressure” on several fronts 
that will ultimately ena-
ble Iraqi forces to launch a 
counteroffensive at a time 
of their choosing, the top 
US military officer said on 
Thursday.

General Martin 
Dempsey, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said 
US forces were not sitting 
idly in the key Iraqi cities 
of Baghdad or Arbil wait-
ing until spring to launch an 
offensive but were actively 

Yemeni police arrest  
six suspects in police 

college bombing 
Sanaa, 9 Jan — Police 

in Yemen have arrested 
six people suspected of in-
volvement in Wednesday’s 
bombing of a police college 
in Sanaa, the capital’s po-
lice chief told Yemeni tel-
evision on Thursday.

The car bomb, which 
exploded in the street out-
side the college, killed 40 
people and wounded an-
other 71, according to the 
latest casualty toll provided 
by state news agency Saba 
on Thursday. The authori-
ties have blamed al-Qaeda 
militants. 

More fugitive suspects 
were still being pursued, 
police chief Abdelrazaq 
al-Muayyid told al-Ma-
sirah television, which is 
owned by members of the 
powerful Houthi northern 
rebel clan. Muayyid gave 
no further details.  Earlier 
on Thursday, al-Masirah 

reported that the suspects 
had been caught by police 
in collaboration with the 
Popular Committees, which 
are Houthi-led groups of 
fighters. The militias have 
themselves been the target 
of suspected al Qaeda at-
tacks in recent weeks. 

There was no immedi-
ate claim of responsibility 
for Wednesday’s bombing 
but an official source in 
Yemen’s Supreme Security 
Committee, cited by Saba, 
blamed “al-Qaeda terrorist 
elements” for the attack.

Al-Qaeda in the Ara-
bian Peninsula (AQAP), is 
one of the Sunni militant 
group’s most active wings. 

Wednesday’s attack 
was the second to cause 
multiple casualties in a 
week. A suicide bomb last 
Thursday killed 26 people 
at a cultural centre in Ibb 
city.—Reuters

Troops of the Interior Ministry take part in a parade during a ceremony marking the 
Iraqi Police day’s 93rd anniversary at police academy in Baghdad on 8 Jan, 2015.

Reuters

Car bombs explode at checkpoints in 
Iraq’s Samarra, three dead

Baghdad, 9 Jan — Car 
bombs exploded at three 
checkpoints on the western 
outskirts of Iraq’s holy city 
of Samarra on Thursday, 
killing three people and 
wounding 41 others, a secu-
rity official and locals said.

Samarra in central Iraq, 
125 km (80 miles) north 
of Baghdad, is home to a 
significant Shi’ite shrine 
and has been under attack 
since Islamic State militants 
swept through most Sunni 
areas north of the capital in 
June. 

The three bombs be-
fore sunrise on Thursday 
killed a civilian and two po-
licemen as well as wound-
ing dozens of others, and 
were followed by a hail of 
rocket and mortar fire, the 
official said. 

Then, after several 
hours of fighting with se-
curity forces, gunmen re-

with the Boko Haram in-
surgency which has killed 
thousands, and that corrup-
tion in the oil-rich nation 
has flourished under his 
watch.

Speaking to thousands 
of supporters waving Ni-
gerian flags and posters of 
him, Jonathan blasted his 
opposition critics.

“They talk about inse-
curity, that they will fight 
insecurity...ask him when 
he was head of government 
did he buy one rifle for Ni-
gerian soldiers? No. These 
people did not buy any-
thing for the military,” Jon-
athan said to loud cheers.

“They say the govern-
ment is corrupt, that we are 
not fighting corruption,” 

Lagos, 9 Jan — Pres-
ident Goodluck Jonathan 
opened his campaign to 
win a second elected term 
as Nigeria’s leader on 
Thursday, defending his 
record on the Boko Haram 
insurgency and corruption 
to a rally of thousands in 
the opposition stronghold 
of Lagos.

Jonathan faces oppo-
sition candidate Muham-
madu Buhari, a former mil-
itary ruler who was seen as 
tough on crime, militancy 
and graft, in a 14 February 
election that is too close to 
call.

Buhari’s campaign has 
drawn support from critics 
who say Jonathan is weak, 
that he has failed to deal 

treated under fire from Iraqi 
warplanes, he said. 

The blowing up of 
the ninth century al-Aska-
ri shrine in Sunni-majority 
Samarra in February 2006 
by Sunni jihadists triggered 
revenge attacks by Shi’ite 
militias, tipping Iraq into 

years of sectarian violence.
Islamic State adopts a 

puritanical interpretation of 
Sunni Islam and considers 
tombs sacrilegious. It has 
also destroyed shrines in ar-
eas of eastern and northern 
Syria that it controls. 

On Thursday, al-Qa-

eda-linked Nusra Front 
militants blew up the 13th 
century tomb of a revered 
Islamic scholar in southern 
Syria, Syrian state news 
agency SANA and mon-
itoring group, the Syrian 
Observatory for Human 
Rights, reported.—Reuters
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San Francisco, 9 Jan 
— Apple Inc (AAPL.O) 
won the dismissal on 
Thursday of a lawsuit ac-
cusing it of defrauding 
consumers by selling Mac-
Book laptop computers that 
contained “logic boards” 
it knew were defective, 
and which routinely failed 
within two years.

US District Judge Wil-
liam Alsup in San Fran-
cisco said the plaintiffs, 
Uriel Marcus and Benedict 
Verceles, failed to show 
that Apple made “affirm-
ative misrepresentations,” 
despite citing online com-
plaints and Apple market-
ing statements calling the 
laptops “state of the art” or 
the “most advanced” on the 
market.

“Plaintiffs have failed 
to allege that Apple’s logic 
boards were unfit for their 
ordinary purposes or lacked 
a minimal level of quality,” 
Alsup wrote. “Both plain-
tiffs were able to adequate-
ly use their computers for 
approximately 18 months 
and two years, respective-
ly.” Alsup gave the plain-
tiffs until Jan. 22 to amend 
their lawsuit, which sought 
class-action status, against 
the Cupertino, Califor-

nia-based company.
Omar Rosales, a law-

yer for the plaintiffs, did 
not immediately respond to 
requests for comment. Ap-
ple did not immediately re-
spond to a similar request.

The plaintiffs claimed 
that Apple’s sale of Mac-
Books since 20 May, 2010, 
violated consumer protec-
tion laws in California and 
Texas, where the lawsuit 
began last May before be-
ing moved.

They also contended 
that Apple Chief Executive 
Tim Cook was told about 
the defective logic boards 
in 2011, but did nothing.

Logic boards contain 
computer circuitry and are 
sometimes known as moth-
erboards. A separate and 
still pending lawsuit in Cal-
ifornia accuses Apple of 
defrauding consumers by 
selling MacBook Pro lap-
tops in 2011 that contained 
defective graphic cards, 
causing screen distortions 
and system failures.

MacBooks are part of 
Apple’s Mac line of desk-
top and laptop computers. 
The company reported unit 
sales in that business of 
18.91 million in its latest 
fiscal year.—Reuters

Apple wins dismissal 
of lawsuit over 

MacBook logic boards

A customer is silhouetted while entering the Fifth 
Avenue Apple store in Manhattan, New York  

on 19 Sept, 2014.—Reuters

San Francisco, 9 Jan — Social network operator 
Facebook Inc (FB.O) said it bought QuickFire Net-
works, a startup that helps view high-quality video with 
low bandwidth. QuickFire announced the acquisition on 
its blog on Thursday.  Facebook and QuickFire did not 
disclose the terms of the deal. Facebook’s acquisition of 
the video technology company comes a day after it said 
in a blog it averaged more than 1 billion video views 
every day since June 2014.—Reuters

San Francisco, 9 
Jan — Google Inc may be 
moving into the US auto 
insurance market with a 
shopping site for people to 
compare and buy policies, 
an analyst said on Thurs-
day, as it continues to shift 
its attention to the automo-
tive industry. 

The search giant is 
planning soon to pilot its 
new Google Compare 
auto insurance comparison 
shopping site, wrote For-
rester analyst Ellen Car-
ney in a note. According to 

Carney, the company has 
been pitching the service 
to insurance providers for 
more than two years.

Google, which cur-
rently offers a service in the 
UK for users to compare 
over 125 auto insurance 
options, takes a cut when a 
user buys insurance online 
or by phone. 

Industry experts say 
the Mountain View-based 
company has increasing-
ly been exploring online 
searches tailored toward 
specific industries or mar-

kets. Google already offers 
its users a site to compare 
travel destinations and find 
the cheapest flight fares, for 
instance. 

Google in past years 
has begun to expand be-
yond its home turf of In-
ternet search and advertis-
ing, seeking to extend its 
technological dominance 
to fields as diverse as 
self-driving cars and robot-
ics.

Carney expects the 
California pilot for the new 
service to begin in the first 

quarter of 2015. Google is 
already licensed to sell auto 
insurance in 26 states and is 
working with a handful of 
insurers including Dairy-
land, MetLife and others, 
she said.

In addition, a Goog-
le employee is licensed to 
sell insurance on behalf of 
CoverHound, a San Fran-
cisco-based company that 
pulls insurance options 
from the largest carriers. 

Google said it does not 
comment on speculation. 

Reuters

Google to start selling auto insurance in the US, analyst says

People are silhouetted as they pose with laptops in front 
of a screen projected with a Google logo, in this picture 
illustration taken in Zenica on 29 Oct, 2014.—Reuters

Facebook buys video 
startup QuickFire

Washington, 9 Jan — 
An international team of 
researchers said on Thurs-
day they have developed a 
simple new fabrication tech-
nique mimicking the action 
of a children’s pop-up book 
to transform two-dimen-
sional micro- and nanostruc-
tures into more complex 3D 
shapes. Using a variety of 
advanced materials, includ-
ing silicon, the researchers 
produced more than 40 dif-
ferent geometric designs, 
including shapes resembling 
a peacock, flower, starburst, 
table, basket, tent and star-
fish. “In just one shot you 
get your structure,” co-cor-
responding author Huang 
Yonggang, professor of the 
Northwestern University, 
said in a statement. “We first 
fabricate a two-dimensional 
structure on a stretched elas-
tic material. Then we release 
the tension, and up pops a 
3D structure. The 2D struc-
ture must have some place to 
go, so it pops up.”

The pop-up assembly 
technique trumps 3D print-
ing on many levels, Huang 
said. The method is fast, 
inexpensive and can utilize 

many different materials, 
including silicon, to produce 
a wide range of structures 
down to a thickness of 100 
nanometers, he said.

Moreover, it can be 
used to build many different 
structures at one time and in-
corporate different materials 
into one hybrid structure. 3D 
printing, on the other hand, 
manufactured objects layer 
by layer slowly. It is difficult 
for 3D printing to integrate 
more than one material in 
a structure, and it is almost 
impossible to print semicon-
ductors or single crystalline 
metals. The researchers said 
their pop-up technique has 
great potential for use in a 
wide variety of man-made 
systems, including biomed-
ical devices, sensors and 
electronics. “A key, unique 
feature of these approaches 
to 3-D microarchitectures 
is that they work equally 
well with a very wide vari-
ety of materials, including 
the highest performance 
semiconductors, such as de-
vice-grade silicon,” said co- 
corresponding author John 
Rogers, professor of the Uni-
versity of Illinois.—Xinhua

Researchers develop 
“pop-up” 3D fabrication 

technique

A Facebook logo 
reflected in the eye of a 
woman is seen in this 

picture illustration taken 
in Skopje 

 on 6 Nov, 2014.
Reuters 

Bosnia leads global 
search for missing with 

expertise on bones

Forensic experts of the International Commission for 
Missing Persons (ICMP) work on trying to identify the 
remains of a victim of the Srebrenica massacre, in the 

ICMP centre near Tuzla in this 1 June, 2011 file photo. 
 Reuters

Tuzla, (Bosnia)  9  
Jan — Bosnia was still 
digging up the bones of its 
own when those of others 
began arriving in boxes 
from the tsunami-struck 
shores of Southeast Asia 
a decade ago. It coincided 
with Kathryne Bomberg-
er’s rise to head of the Bos-
nian-based International 
Commission on Missing 
Persons (ICMP), created 
in 1996 on the initiative of 
Bill Clinton to unearth the 
secrets of gruesome death 
pits strewn across the Bos-
nian countryside following 
its 1992-95 war.

The ICMP sent a hand-
ful of staff to Thailand to 
set up a laboratory to col-
lect blood samples from 
relatives of some of the 
230,000 people who per-
ished when a giant wave 
struck in December 2004, 
matching them with DNA 
from bone samples of the 
victims sent to Bosnia. It 
helped identify some 800.

“That was really a 
huge learning experience 
for us,” Bomberger told 
Reuters in an interview.

A decade later, what 
started as an ad hoc body 
devoted to the former Yu-

goslavia has become the 
world’s leading authority 
on missing people, a sta-
tus enshrined last month 
in a treaty signed by five 
European governments – 
Britain, Belgium, the Neth-
erlands, Luxembourg and 
Sweden — that will see 
the organization move its 
headquarters this year from 
Sarajevo to The Hague and 
become a permanent global 
body. The move is recogni-
tion of the ICMP’s success 
not just in the ex-Yugosla-
via, but in Thailand, the 
Philippines, Chile, South 
Africa, the United States, 
Iraq, Libya, Colombia and 
others, where its unique 
DNA-identification tech-
niques have helped identify 
victims of natural disasters 
such as Hurricane Katrina, 
of political repression, drug 
crime, apartheid and war. 

Mexico is next, Bomb-
erger says, while Syria 
— with tens of thousands 
missing — represents a 
looming challenge. The 
ICMP says it has proposed 
working with Syrian ref-
ugees to collect data on 
missing relatives, and has 
met with opposition fig-
ures.—Reuters



Saturday, 10 January, 201512
w o r l d

Peru’s Fujimori, already jailed, 
slapped with another prison term

Japan textbook publisher to delete 
depictions of “comfort women”

dential term. Fujimori has 
been imprisoned since 2007 
for crimes committed dur-
ing his 1990-2000 term. In 
2009, he was sentenced to 
25 years for ordering death 
squads to carry out massa-
cres that killed 25 people 
during a crackdown on left-
ist insurgents.

The new sentence, 
however, will not prolong 
the time Fujimori spends 
behind bars because jail 
terms in the Andean country 
are served concurrently and 

Tokyo, 9 Jan — A 
Tokyo-based textbook 
publisher has obtained 
government approval to 
delete depictions of so-
called “comfort women” 
and references to foreign 
workers brought to Japan 
against their will in its 
civics textbooks for senior 
high schools, sources fa-
miliar with the matter said 
on Friday.

Following a request by 
the publisher in November, 
the Ministry of Education, 
Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology gave the 
permission last month for 
Suken Shuppan to delete 
such references in three 

not consecutively. Fujimori 
had denied the accusation 
that he embezzled funds.

But it will be a blow to 
his political party and the 
political ambitions of his 
eldest daughter, Keiko, who 
is widely viewed as a like-
ly candidate in next year’s 
presidential election.

“Today is not a good 
day for us,” said Keiko Fuji-
mori who attended the trial.

Prosecutors had al-
leged the former president 
gave permission for 122 
million Peruvian soles ($41 
million) from the military’s 
budget to be diverted to the 
secret intelligence service.

Vladimiro Montesinos, 
the intelligence agency’s 
then chief and Fujimori’s 
former right-hand man, 
paid the tabloids $2,000 to 
$3,000 for every headline 
that attacked the opposition, 
prosecutors said.

Fujimori, who is serv-
ing his sentence at a police 
base in Lima, has repeatedly 
said that his incarceration is 
tantamount to a slow death 
behind bars.

Reuters

social study textbooks — 
two on modern social stud-
ies and one on politics and 
economics.

Suken Shuppan, which 
was established in Kyoto 
in 1923 and moved to To-
kyo in 1954, plans to delete 
these references from its 
textbooks to be used from 
April this year.

Its previous politics 
and economics textbook 
said discussions have 
been held on the issue of 
compensation for foreign 
workers brought to Japan 
against their will and the 
sending of foreign women 
to war-front brothels.

But the new version 

Three dead after tourist boat 
sinks off Costa Rica

San Jose, 9 Jan — 
Three people died after a 
tourist catamaran carrying 
around 100 passengers 
sank off Costa Rica’s Pa-
cific Coast on Thursday 
morning, the government 
said.

The catamaran sank 
off the Punta Leona beach 
resort after emitting a dis-
tress signal, public security 

ministry spokesman Jesus 
Urena said. The cause of 
the accident was not yet 
known. 

Costa Rica has been 
experiencing exceptional-
ly strong winds this week, 
according to the National 
Meteorological Institute.

Costa Rican Vice Pres-
ident Ana Helena Chacon 
identified the dead as a 

68-year-old woman from 
the United States, a Cana-
dian woman aged 70 and 
an 80-year-old British man.

Four passengers who 
had been missing were 
found and the other 106 
people on the boat, in-
cluding the crew of 10, all 
survived and were in good 
health, Chacon added.

Reuters

A tourist who survived a shipwreck off the Central Pacific coast of Costa Rica 
boards a bus at the Coast Guard station in Caldera, Puntarenas on 8 Jan, 2015. 

Reuters

Lima, 9 Jan — Former 
Peruvian President Alberto 
Fujimori, in jail for human 
rights abuses, was hand-
ed a new eight-year prison 
sentence on Thursday for 
siphoning public funds to 
help finance his re-election 
in 2000.

A panel of judges in 
Lima ruled that Fujimori, 
76, diverted funds from the 
military to pay for favour-
able coverage in tabloid 
newspapers to promote 
his bid for a second presi-

says merely that some 
South Korean individuals 
have filed lawsuits in Jap-
anese courts seeking apol-
ogies and compensation 
from Japan. Suken Shup-
pan refused to comment 
on why it has chosen to 
cut these references, with 
an official saying the pub-
lisher cannot answer at this 
point. In January 2014, the 
education ministry revised 
its textbook-screening 
standards for social studies, 
asking publishers to state 
the government’s official 
views or the Japanese Su-
preme Court’s decisions in 
contentious cases.

Kyodo News

Peru’s former President Alberto Fujimori waves to 
the media as he arrives in court for the sentencing 
in his trial on charges of embezzling state funds to 

manipulate the media during his tenure as president, 
in Lima on 8 Jan, 2015.—Reuters

No deaths reported in Syria as storm quells fighting
Beirut, 9 Jan — No-

body was reported killed 
by fighting in Syria on 
Wednesday, the first day 
without casualties in three 
years, after a fierce winter 
storm quelled violence, a 
group that monitors the war 
said on Thursday.

Freezing temperatures 
brought new hardship for 
refugees and civilians but 
“the cold protected the Syr-
ians from bombardment 
and fighting,” said the head 

of the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, Rami 
Abdulrahman.

An average of 150 peo-
ple died every day through 
December in a conflict that 
has killed around 207,000 
people since it erupted in 
2011, according to Obser-
vatory figures.

But the UK-based 
organisation, which uses 
sources across Syria to 
track the conflict, did not 
register any deaths on any 

side as a result of fighting 
on Wednesday, Abdulrah-
man said.

One Islamist fight-
er died in Darraya near 
Damascus as a result of 
wounds sustained earlier, 
he added. 

Blizzards, rain and 
strong winds have buffeted 
the Middle East this week, 
raising concerns for ref-
ugees who are facing the 
winter in flimsy shelters.

Reuters

A man holds 
an umbrella 
as he makes 

his way 
through 
a road 

covered with 
snow in 

the Duma 
neighbour-

hood of 
Damascus 
on 7 Jan, 

2015. 
Reuters

Madrid, 9 Jan — A 
false alarm over a possible 
terrorist bomb brought the 
center of Madrid to a halt 
on Thursday evening. The 
alarm was given after the 
discovery of a suspect pack-
age at the Nuevos Ministeri-
os station shortly after 17:30 
local time. Police immedi-
ately closed the station and 
evacuated everyone inside 
after the package, a shoe-
box, approximately 20 cm 
by 10 cm and with the logo 
“Storm” written on it, was 
found placed on top of a rub-
bish bin in the entry hall to 
the station.

Nuevos Ministerios, 
which is in the heart of the 

capital serves three lines of 
the Madrid metro, as well 
as regional and local trains 
and both metro and train 
services through the station 
were suspended while ex-
plosives experts worked to 
determine whether the threat 
was genuine. Police dogs are 
reported to have initially re-
acted as if the box did indeed 
contain explosives but it was 
confirmed as a false alarm 
at 18:45 local time and it is 
thought that chewing gum 
stuck around the parcel pro-
voked the reaction from the 
animals. Meanwhile the Pa-
seo del la Castellana, which 
is the main road running 
from north to south though 

the Spanish capital and pass-
es next to the station, was 
also closed to traffic, just as 
the evening rush hour was 
beginning. This happens a 
day after the Spanish gov-
ernment raised its security 
level from 2 to 3 in the wake 
of the attack on the offices 
of French Magazine Charlie 
Hebdo which left 12 people 
dead. Wednesday also saw 
the offices of several Span-
ish newspapers evacuated 
after receiving suspect pack-
ages, although this was fi-
nally confirmed to be a false 
alarm and police confirmed 
the man responsible had 
been arrested on Thursday.

Xinhua

False alarm causes chaos in Madrid 
after suspect package found at station
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Claims Day Notice
MV KULNATEE voy No (14/14)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV KULNATEE 
voy No (14/14) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 10.1.2015 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of S.P.W(2) where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s KULNATEE CO LTD.
Phone No: 2301186

Claims Day Notice
MV SCI KAMAL voy No (006W)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SCI KAMAL 
voy No (006W) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 11.1.2015 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of B.S.W where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s THE SHIPPING CORP. OF 
INDIA LTD

Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV FRISIA LAHN voy No (1502)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV FRISIA 
LAHN voy No (1502) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 11.1.2015 and cargo will 
be discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s MCC TRANSPORT 
(S’PORE) pTE LTD

Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV PANJA BHUM voy No (039N)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV PANJA 

BHUM voy No (039N) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 11.1.2015 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s WAN HAI LINES PTE LTD
Phone No: 2301185

Weather 
report

FORECAST VALID UNTIL EVENING OF THE 10th January, 2015: Weather will be partly cloudy in Lower 
Sagaing and  Magway Regions, Chin and Rakhine States, rain or thundershowers are likely to be isolated in Upper 
Sagaing, Mandalay, Bago, Yangon and Ayeyawady Regions and Kachin State and scattered in the remaining Regions 
and States. Degree of certainty is (60%).

The Irrigation Department (ID), Ministry of Agriculture and Irri-
gation, announces the PREQUALIFICATION of International Com-
petitive Bidding for “Procurement of Construction Machineries for 
ID” under the Irrigation Development Project in Western Bago Re-
gion based on the Loan Agreement (Loan No.: MY-P7) signed on 5th 
September, 2014 between the Japan International Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) and the Ministry.

The procurement works shall consist of equipment supply, site as-
sembling, test-run, training and commissioning for the construction 
machineries, Please note that Joint Ventures are acceptable.

Sr.No.	 Bidding No.	 Description	 Qty;	 Remarks
1.	 ITP-ID-01	 Procurement of Construction	 1 lot
		  Machineries for ID

A complete set of prequalification documents is available in My-
anmar kyat (50,000/-) from 10:00 to 12:00 and 14:00 to 16:00 in 
the working days from 13th to 19th, January, 2015 at Procurement 
Director Office of Irrigation Department, Building No. (43), Nay Pyi 
Taw and closing date will be 27th, January, 2015 during office hours. 
Submission of the Documents later than closing date will not be con-
sidered.
	 Contact: Director, Procurement branch.
	 Telephone: +95-67-410019

INVITATION TO OPEN 
PREQUALIFICATION OF BIDDING

For inquries 

to place an 

advertisement 

in the GNLM, 

Advertise 
with us!

Please email 
wallace.tun@gmail.com

(+95) (01) 8604532

Seoul, 9 Jan —  Pos-
itive signs emerged in the 
South Korean economy 
as recent economic data 
showed upbeat picture, a 
government report showed 
on Friday. “Positive signs 
spread over domestic de-
mand recovery though not 
solid,” the Finance Ministry 
said in its monthly economic 
report called Green Book.

The report said eco-
nomic indicators, includ-
ing industrial output, retail 
sales, facility investment and 
employment, are gradually 
improving though low head-
line inflation continued. In 
December, retail sales were 
upbeat as auto sales by lo-
cal carmakers jumped 27.2 
percent from a year earlier. 
Credit card usage grew 8.7 
percent last month, and gas-
oline sales rose 1.6 percent.

Sales at discount outlets 
and department stores slid 
3.6 percent and 0.3 percent 
each in December. It was 
down from falls of 4.7 per-
cent and 6.5 percent each 
in November. Construction 
investment declined 1.7 
percent in November, but 
facility investment expanded 
13.1 percent during the same 
month. Production in the 
mining and manufacturing 
industries grew 1.3 percent 
in November on solid de-
mand for cars and chips. Job 
creation was 438,000 in No-
vember from a year earlier, 
but consumer prices rose 0.8 
percent in December on low-
er global oil prices, boosting 
worries about deflation.

Exports in December 
increased 3.7 percent on 
demand for locally- made 
mobile phones, steels and 
chips. Trade surplus posted 
5.78 billion US dollars last 
month.—Xinhua

Beijing, 9 Jan — Re-
search on the paradigm 
shift of computing won one 
of China’s top science priz-
es at the annual National 
Science Awards on Friday.

The team, led by 
Zhang Yaoxue — president 
of Central South University 
and a professor with Tsing-
hua University — invented 
the concept of transparent 

Positive 
recovery signs 

detected 
in S Korea

Top science prize 
honours computing 
research, findings

computing.
The term refers to 

pervasive programming 
in which users are not 
“aware” of the software, 
like operating systems and 
applications, and can ac-
cess and accomplish tasks 
from any type of device, 
such as personal computers 
or intelligent appliances.

Xinhua
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Angelina Jolie 
meets pope after 

Vatican screening 
of her film

Vatican City, 9 Jan — Hollywood 
actress Angelina Jolie met Pope Fran-
cis on Thursday after a screening at the 
Vatican of her film “Unbroken”, the 
Vatican said.

The pope was not present at the 
screening but Jolie, who is a Goodwill 
Ambassador for the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR), and two of her children met him 
briefly afterwards, a spokesman said. 
Her husband Brad Pitt was not present.

Jolie, 39, directed the film about 
American Olympian and World War 
Two hero Louis Zamperini, whose 
plane was shot down over the Pacific 
during World War Two.

It tells the story of his survival in a 
raft for nearly two months and his later 
ordeal as an inmate in prisoner of war 
camps.—Reuters

Beverly Hills, (Calif), 9 Jan — Four 
years ago Golden Globes host Ricky Ger-
vais turned his sharp tongue on voters 
of the awards show, ridiculing them for 
nominating the poorly reviewed Johnny 
Depp-Angelina Jolie action thriller “The 
Tourist.”

“I haven’t even seen ‘The Tourist.’ 
Who has? It must be good because it’s 
nominated,” he deadpanned at the 2011 
awards, his last as host. 

Those kinds of missteps may be a 
thing of the past for the Globes’ organizer, 
the Hollywood Foreign Press Association, 
which has become a more respected arbi-
ter in the Hollywood awards season, which 
kicks off with Sunday’s Globes and ends 
with the Academy Awards on 22 February.

“There was a period a few years ago 
where it seemed like the best thing for a 
movie in the Oscar race was to lose at the 
Golden Globes,” said Fandango’s chief 
correspondent and awards expert, Dave 
Karger.

Take the Coen Brothers thriller “No 
Country for Old Men” and Kathryn Bige-
low’s war drama “The Hurt Locker,” both 
of which lost out on the Golden Globes 
best drama accolade but went on to win 
the Best Picture Oscar in 2007 and 2008, 
respectively.

This year, surreal showbiz satire 
“Birdman” leads the film nominees with 
seven nods in the comedy/musical film 
categories while coming-of-age tale “Boy-
hood” has five nominations in the drama 
film categories.

Both have been warmly received 
by critics, who have bestowed numerous 

Actress Paula Patton announces the 
nominations for the 72nd annual Golden 

Globe Awards in Beverly Hills, California 
on 11 Dec, 2014. The awards will be 

presented on 11 Jan, 2015.—Reuters

Blunders begone! Golden Globes 
burnish Hollywood credibility

awards on them already, and both are hotly 
tipped as Oscar front-runners when nomi-
nations are announced next week.

For the most part, this year’s Gold-
en Globe nominees have echoed critical 
favourites, with “Birdman” star Michael 
Keaton expected to win for best actor in 
a comedy/musical, JK Simmons tipped for 
best supporting actor for “Whiplash,” and 
Patricia Arquette to take best supporting 
actress for “Boyhood.”

The Golden Globes are voted on by 
about 90 foreign journalists who are mem-
bers of the HFPA, with no overlap in the 
voting bodies of the rest of the major 
Hollywood awards including the Oscars, 
which are voted on by members of the film 
industry.

“The Hollywood Foreign Press is 
very aware of the fact that they’ve been 
a punching bag to some highbrow critics 
over the years and I think they’re con-
scious of trying to change their percep-
tion,” Karger said.

In the last three years, Golden Globe 
winners appear to be extending their suc-
cess to the Oscars. 

“The Globes are famous for jaw drop-
pers and upsets that redefine the Oscar 
race,” said Tom O’Neil, founder of awards 
tracker Gold Derby. 

“Boyhood” could be beaten by civil 
rights drama “Selma” or World War Two 
biopic “The Imitation Game,” O’Neil said, 
and Jennifer Aniston could snatch best dra-
ma actress for “Cake” from overwhelming 
favourite Julianne Moore for “Still Alice.”

“The Golden Globe is really your Os-
car audition if you’re in the race,” O’Neil 

said. “If a star gives the performance of 
their life up there at the podium, that can 
hand them the Oscar right there.”

Both Matthew McConaughey and 
Jared Leto delivered stirring speeches 
when they won best actor and best sup-
porting actor for “Dallas Buyers Club” 
at the Golden Globes last year that some 
have said helped lock in their subsequent 
Oscar wins. 

In the television categories, the Gold-
en Globes have earned a reputation as 
an early taste-maker, this year favour-
ing shows on cable television and online 
steaming platforms over broadcast stal-
warts. 

If Netflix’s “House of Cards” wins 
best TV drama and “Orange is the New 
Black” or Amazon Studios’ “Transparent” 
wins best TV comedy, it would be a “wa-
tershed moment,” Karger said, defining a 
new era in television.—Reuters

Patrick Wilson, Ted Danson join 
second season of FX’s ‘Fargo’

Los Angeles, 9 Jan — Actors Pat-
rick Wilson, Ted Danson and Jean Smart 
will be taking leading roles in the 
second season of FX’s hit mini-
series “Fargo,” the network said 
on Thursday, joining previously 
announced cast members Kirsten 
Dunst and Jesse Plemons.

Wilson, star of “The Con-
juring,” will play Lou Solverson, 
described as a “clean-cut 
Minnesota state pa-
trolman” and war 
veteran who tack-
les a crime case, 
while “Cheers” 
actor Danson 
will play Lou’s 
father-in-law, 
Sheriff Hank 
Larsson, FX 
said.

Veteran 
TV actress 
Smart will 
play Floyd 
Gerhardt, the 
matriarch of a 
crime family.

“Spider-Man” 
and “Melancholia” 
actress Dunst makes her 
transition to television 
as small-town beautician 
Peggy Blomquist in the 

show, while Plemons, best known for his 
role in AMC TV’s “Breaking Bad,” will 

play her husband Ed, a butcher’s as-
sistant.

The second season of FX’s 
“Fargo,” adapted from Joel and 
Ethan Coen’s 1996 Oscar-win-
ning film of the same name, will 

follow a 1979 crime story across 10 
episodes, set in Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota, and Luverne, Minne-
sota.

Writer and exec-
utive producer Noah 
Hawley will return 
for the second instal-
ment, scheduled to 
air in the fall of this 
year.

The first 
season, starring 
Martin Freeman 
as a cowed small-
town insurance 
salesman and Bil-

ly Bob Thornton as 
a hitman who both 

become entangled in 
a murder, earned criti-

cal praise and won three 
Emmy Awards last year.

“Fargo” has five tel-
evision nominations at 
Sunday’s Golden Globe 
Awards. —Reuters

Nashville, 9 Jan — 
Country music stars sang 
a farewell on Thursday to 
Grand Ole Opry icon Lit-
tle Jimmy Dickens, who 
died last week at 94 after 
decades performing at the 
landmark Nashville venue.

Brad Paisley, Car-
rie Underwood, Vince 
Gill, Steve Wariner, Chris 
Young and Old Crow 
Medicine Show took the 
stage near Dickens’ casket 
in songful tribute during 
a two-hour memorial ser-
vice. When it was over, the 
curtain was lowered and 
Dickens left the stage for 
the last time at the theatre 
where he brought laughter 
and toe-tapping to country 
fans for generations.

Dickens — who sang 
novelty numbers such as 
“Out Behind the Barn,” and 
“May The Bird Of Paradise 
Fly Up Your Nose” as well 
as traditional country hits 
— joined the Opry in 1948.

The comical 4-foot-
11-inch performer died on 
2 January of cardiac arrest 
at a Nashville hospital af-
ter suffering a stroke on 

Country stars sing adieu to Grand 
Ole Opry’s Little Jimmy Dickens

warned her to “watch out 
for Little Jimmy Dickens, 
because he likes the pretty 
girls” before her first Opry 
appearance. She went on 
to say her hero kissed her 
hand every time he saw her.

Underwood and Gill 
sang the latter’s “Go Rest 
High On That Mountain,” 
which has become a staple 
of country music funerals.

Reuters

Singers Vince Gill and Carrie Underwood (R) perform 
during a remembrance service for country music legend 
Little Jimmy Dickens during a public memorial service 
at the Grand Ole Opry House in Nashville, Tennessee on 
8 Jan, 2015. Dickens, the longest-running cast member 
of country music’s most venerable venue, died on 2 Jan, 

2015 at the age of 94, the Opry said.—Reuters

Christmas Day.
“We need to remem-

ber that smile, that person-
ality and that one-of-a-kind 
sense of humour,” said 
Paisley, who was among 
the younger generation of 
performers who embraced 
Dickens, the Opry’s oldest 
living member.

Underwood broke into 
tears after telling a sto-
ry about how her mother 
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A jogger runs along the Charles River past the 
Boston skyline on cold winter day in Cambridge, 

Massachusetts on 8 Jan, 2015.—Reuters

Boston named US bid city for 2024 Olympics
Boston, 9 Jan — Boston 

was selected on Thursday as 
the American candidate city 
that will bid to host the 2024 
Olympics, taking the first 
strides in a gruelling mara-
thon to bring the Summer 
Games back to the United 
States.

Boston, which has never 
hosted an Olympics, was 
unveiled as the surprise pick 
over two-time host Los Ange-
les, San Francisco and Wash-
ington following the United 
States Olympic Commit-
tee’s(USOC) board meeting 
at the Denver International 
Airport.

“We’re excited about 
our plans to submit a bid 
for the 2024 Games and 
feel we have an incredibly 
strong partner in Boston that 
will work with us to present 
a compelling bid,” USOC 

Chairman Larry Probst said 
in a statement.

The decision followed 
more than one round of vot-
ing before the Boston bid 
eventually received the unan-
imous endorsement of the 
USOC’s board of directors.

The United States has 
not hosted a Summer Games 
since the 1996 Atlanta Olym-
pics.

As home to the world’s 
most famous marathon, Bos-
tonians are well-acquainted 
with tests of endurance and 
are about to enter a punish-
ing race with all manner of 
hurdles and twists and turns 
in a bid to land the sporting 
world’s biggest prize.

Boston will be up against 
Rome and Germany, which 
has announced that it will bid 
through Berlin or Hamburg. 
A string of potential hosts, 

including Istanbul, Paris, 
Doha and a city from Africa, 
are also considering bids.

Cities have until Sep-
tember to officially put in a 
bid with a decision on the 
2024 host to be made in 
mid-2017.

“It is an exceptional hon-
our for Boston to be chosen as 
the US representative in the 
running for the 2024 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games,” said 
Boston Mayor Martin Walsh. 
“Our goal is to host Olympic 
and Paralympic Games that 
are innovative, walkable and 
hospitable to all.”

With the IOC having 
recently overhauled the bid-
ding process to make it more 
cost-effective, a compact 
Boston bid that would take 
advantage of many existing 
facilities proved attractive.

The Russian city of So-

chi spent a staggering $51 
billion in staging last year’s 
Winter Olympics with the 
future of many of the pur-
pose-built venues in doubt.

Boston is no stranger to 
expensive projects given the 
city’s Big Dig project, a state 
initiative from the 1980s to 
bury a raised highway that for 
years had split the city in two 
that was famous for its huge 
cost ovveruns.

But for the most part 
the USOC’s decision was 
greeted with enthusiasm from 
athletes, sports officials and 
politicians, including failed 
2012 presidential candidate 
and former Massachusetts 
Governor Mitt Romney, who 
played a key role in organiz-
ing the 2002 Salt Lake City 
Olympics. “We know Boston 
is the place to inspire a new 
generation of athletes to dis-

cover the greatness within,” 
said Romney.

The announcement ends 
an exhaustive, 22-month 
evaluation process that began 
with the USOC reaching out 
to about 35 US cities to gauge 
interest in a bid.

After stunning rebukes 
to New York to host the 
2012 Olympics and Chica-
go’s failed bid for the 2016 
Games the USOC had taken 
a cautious and methodical 
approach and assessing their 
chances before throwing their 
hat into the Olympic rings.

The USOC has spent 
years patching up strained 
relationships with the IOC 
over revenue sharing that 
hampered the last two U.S. 
bids for the Summer Games 
and will count on those im-
proved ties when it comes 
time to vote.

“The deliberative and 
collaborative process that 
we put in place for selecting 
a city has resulted in a strong 
US bid that can truly serve 
the athletes and the Olympic 
and Paralympic movements,” 
said Probst.—Reuters

Crystal Palace’s new 
manager Alan Pardew 
gives a thumbs up after 
his team beat Dover in 

their FA Cup third round 
soccer match at the 

Crabble Athletic Ground 
in Dover, southern 

England, on 4 Jan, 2015.
Reuters

London,  9 Jan — Alan 
Pardew has defended his 
record at Newcastle United 
saying the north east club 
“pulled above its weight” 
during his four, often turbu-
lent, years in charge.

Pardew was named as 
manager of his former play-
ing club Crystal Palace on 
Saturday after Palace met the 
terms of a release clause in his 
Newcastle contract.

While he is busy plot-
ting this weekend’s home 
clash with in-form Tottenham 
Hotspur, Pardew’s Thursday 
news conference inevitably 
focussed on his reasons for 
leaving mid-table Newcastle 
for a relegation battle.

“It was difficult because 
it’s a big club run on fair-
ly tight financial margins,” 
Pardew, who spent 229 
games in charge of Newcastle 
and took them into the Europa 

New Palace boss Pardew defends his record at Newcastle

‘Game of Thrones: The Exhibition’ has been 
announced for The O2 in London next month.

Reuters

‘Game of Thrones: The Exhibition’ to visit London
L o n d o n ,  9  Jan  — 

‘Game of Thrones: The 
Exhibition’ has been an-
nounced for The O2 in 
London next month. 

Sky TV customers will 
have exclusive access to the 
event, which runs from 9 to 
12 and 15 to 17 February. 

The latest version of 
HBO’s exhibition in Lon-
don will be the first location 
of its international tour, and 
its debut in the city, report-
ed Telegraph online. 

Available exclusively 
to Sky TV users and their 
guests, the exhibition fo-
cuses on the fourth season 
of ‘Game of Thrones’, in-
cluding new installations, 

nearly 70 original artefacts 
from the series, and select 
pieces from the upcoming 
fifth season. 

Photo stations will also 
allow fans to interact with 

the event, placing them in 
‘Game of Thrones’ scenes 
and locations. 

Fans can also pledge 
their allegiance to their fa-
vourite ‘Game of Thrones’ 

family by joining a House 
before entering the event. 

Meanwhile, the Oculus 
Rift-powered Ascend the 
Wall experience can take 
fans to the top of the 700-
foot wall of ice. They will 
also be able to sit on the 
Iron Throne elsewhere in 
the exhibition. 

Sky TV users can book 
up to two tickets for free, 
while tickets are handed out 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis from January 26. 

Game of Thrones re-
turns for its fifth season  
in the spring on Sky Atlan-
tic in the UK and HBO in 
the US.

Reuters

League in 2012, said.
“Our net spend was one 

of the lowest, we had to 
really work hard at transfers 
because the funds for a club 
of that size makes it difficult 
and for the fans to understand 
that you need slow progress, 
to build slowly, which we did 
for four years.”

Despite a steady tenure 
at club desperate for suc-
cess, Pardew never com-
pletely won over the Geordie 
faithful and a dismal start to 
this season saw a concert-
ed campaign by fans to get 
him sacked, with scores of 
banners held up at home and 
away matches.

Pardew resisted any 
temptation to hit back though.

“I’ve left a good club, I 
like to think with a good base 
of young players and some 
fantastic professionals,” the 
former Crystal Palace mid-

fielder said.
“We’ve pulled above 

our weight at times. Of course 
when you lose games there 
will be criticism from the 
stands but never once did 
I sense that outside of the 
ground.

“I had tremendous sup-
port while I was there and 
want to thank all Geordies.”

Pardew, who has also 
managed Reading, West 
Ham United and Southamp-
ton, said the decision to leave 
was his alone.

“Personally and profes-
sionallly it was the right time 
for me and the right time for 
Newcastle too if I’m honest,” 
he said.

“It was my decision, 
(Palace chairman) Steve (Par-
ish) met the clause in my 
contract and I had to make a 
decision which I hope was the 
right one for me and the right 

one for Palace.”
Palace are third from 

bottom in the table and this 
weekend host a Tottenham 
side buoyant after beating 
Chelsea.—Reuters
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London, 9 Jan — Chelsea 
manager Jose Mourinho was 
charged with misconduct by the 
FA on Thursday following com-
ments he made about referee An-
thony Taylor after last month’s 
1-1 draw at Southampton in the 
Premier League. The Portuguese 
was furious with Taylor after he 
booked Chelsea midfielder Cesc 
Fabregas for diving in the 28 De-
cember match. Mourinho said the 
referee’s failure to award a penalty 
was a scandal and that he should 
be ashamed. He added that his 
team were being unfairly target-
ed in a campaign waged against 
them after Fabregas became the 
fifth Chelsea player to become 
involved in a row over diving in 
a matter of weeks. The Spaniard, 
though, appeared to be tripped by 
Southampton defender Matt Tar-
gett in the penalty area. “In other 
countries where I have worked, 
tomorrow in the sports papers it 
would be a front-page scandal be-
cause it is a scandal,” said Mour-
inho. “It is not a small penalty, it 
is a penalty like Big Ben. In this 
country, and I am happy with that, 
more than happy with that, we will 
just say that it was a big mistake 
with a big influence on the result.  
“I will go to the referee and wish 
him a good year and tell him he 
will be ashamed,” added Mour-
inho. In a statement, the FA said 
his remarks constituted improper 
conduct in that they allege and/or 
imply bias on the part of a referee 
or referees and/or bring the game 
into disrepute. Mourinho has until 
1800 GMT on 13 January to re-
spond to the charge. The FA will 
not take any action against him 
following the comments he made 
before the game against Stoke City 
on 19 December but gave him a 
formal warning as managers and 
players are banned from making 
pre-match media comments about 
officials. Before the game Mour-
inho said he hoped referee Neil 
Swarbrick “does his job”.

“I like these matches,” add-
ed the Chelsea manager. “It’s no 
problem with a good referee that 
can understand what is aggres-
sivity or when aggressivity fin-
ishes and when the rules of the 
game start. “I know it is difficult 
for every team to play this kind 
of match but again I’m not wor-
ried. The referee is there exactly 
to judge what is aggressivity. And 
aggressivity I always welcome, it 
makes the game much more beau-
tiful and difficult.”—Reuters

FA charges 
Mourinho for 
verbal attack on 
referee Taylor

Neymar hits double as Barca put five past Elche
Barcelona, 9 Jan — Ney-

mar’s double helped Barcelona 
cruise to a 5-0 victory in the first 
leg of their King’s Cup last 16 tie 
against Elche on Thursday to ease 
the pressure on coach Luis Enri-
que.

The Brazilian put the Cata-
lan club ahead after 34 minutes 
when he fired home following a 
well worked move and after that 
the flood gates opened against the 
bottom side in La Liga.

Six minutes later Luis Suarez 
slotted past Przemyslaw Tyton af-
ter creating the chance with a de-
lightful dummy as he allowed the 
ball to run through his legs before 
bearing down on goal.

Lionel Messi, who was the 
focus of attention following a 
reported bust-up with Enrique, 
looked very motivated from the 
start with some lively runs and 
converted a penalty just before 
halftime after Neymar was felled 
by defender Enzo Roco.

Jordi Alba made it 4-0 with a 
clinical finish from a Messi pass 
after 55 minutes and Neymar got 
his second foal with a deflected 
drive from distance five minutes 
later.

Jose Mourinho

Melbourne, 9 Jan — Aus-
tralia shook off a nervous start 
and an early goal before tram-
pling over Kuwait 4-1 to kick off 
their home Asian Cup in emphat-
ic style in Melbourne on Friday.

Young midfielder Massimo 
Luongo shone for the home side, 
setting up a goal for Socceroos 
talisman Tim Cahill in the 33rd 
minute before heading in one of 
his own two minutes before the 
break in front of 30,000 specta-
tors at the Rectangular Stadium. 

The double strike put Aus-
tralia 2-1 up at halftime after Ku-
wait defender Hussain Fadhel had 
stunned the hosts with a goal in 
the eighth minute of the Group A 
encounter.

The second half was far more 
routine for the hosts as captain 
Mile Jedinak netted a 62nd pen-
alty before James Troisi iced the 
match with an injury-time strike 
that sent the home fans into rap-
tures.

The relief was palpable as 
thrilled Socceroos players em-
braced at the final whistle, having 
come into the match with a soli-
tary win from their 11 previous 
matches under coach Ange Pos-
tecoglou.

Though they dominated pos-
session and terrorised Kuwait 
goal-keeper Hameed Youssef for 
much of the second half, Austral-
ia’s shaky defence will leave Pos-
tecoglou with much to ponder. 
After an opening ceremony fea-
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Australia hammer Kuwait 4-1

Australia’s Massimo Luongo (2nd L) scores a goal next to teammate Tim Cahill (2nd R), Kuwait’s 
Mesaed Alenzi (L) and Ali Hussain Fadhel during their Asian Cup Group A soccer match at the 

Rectangular stadium in Melbourne on 9 Jan, 2015.—Reuters

in stunning Asian Cup start
turing hip hop music and indige-
nous dance, a nervous Australia 
conceded the first goal with some 
sloppy set-piece defending.

The 30-year-old Fadhel 
latched onto a neat deflection from 
team mate Fahed Al Ebrahim af-
ter a low corner had whizzed into 
the heart of the penalty area.

Australia spent much of the 
half regaining their composure 
before Cahill, so long Australia’s 
saviour, cancelled out the early 
goal in the 33rd minute after a 
brilliant jinking run by Luongo, 
who eluded three opponents near 

the right corner before crossing 
low into the path of his team mate.

Luongo then leaped in front 
of Cahill to head in a cross from 
defender Ivan Franjic to give Aus-
tralia a deserved halftime lead.

Australia pushed relentless-
ly after the break, with Matthew 
Leckie cannoning a left-foot shot 
off the crossbar after Cahill had 
a low shot parried away by the 
keeper.

The pressure told and for-
ward Robbie Kruse was brought 
down when charging into the 
area, allowing captain Jedinak to 

coolly slot home the spot kick.
Australia keeper Mathew 

Ryan was forced to stretch to get 
a hand on a searing shot from Fa-
hed El Ebrahim that also hit the 
crossbar.

Substitute Nathan Burns was 
next to hammer the woodwork 
before Leckie set up the stunning 
finish, cutting the Kuwait defence 
to ribbons in the area before Troi-
si hammered the final goal home.

South Korea and Oman are 
the other teams in Group A, with 
the pair meeting in Canberra on 
Saturday.—Reuters

Shortly afterwards Neymar 
was substituted and made it clear 
he was unhappy as he shook his 
head when walking off.

It was an important win for 
Enrique who was criticised for 
leaving Messi and Neymar on the 
bench for the defeat by Real So-
ciedad last Sunday with his team 
stuttering under him.

The coach put out a first 
choice strike force against Elche 
as he could not afford another 
slip-up and he received a mixed 
reception from the Camp Nou 
crowd. 

At several times during the 

game fans chanted his name but 
they were then drowned out by 
whistles.

“The only reflection that I 
will make is that which interests 
me, and I value the support of the 
fans to the players. They are the 
protagonists in this show and I 
like it that they are supported,” he 
told a news conference.

“This is basic if we are going 
to have a good season and it is 
great if they can back the players.” 
It has been a difficult week with 
presidential elections brought for-
ward a year to the end of this sea-
son due to general dissatisfaction 

with the management of the club.
“I think that our supporters 

have belief in us and in this sense 
I am in favour of the decision to 
hold elections by the president 
(Josep Maria) Bartomeu as a 
generous gesture” said Luis En-
rique. “This is a way of bringing 
some calm and hopefully we can 
build on that with some good re-
sults.” Barca will face either Real 
Madrid or Atletico Madrid in the 
King’s Cup quarter-finals once 
they finish off Elche. Atletico 
hold a 2-0 first-leg lead after the 
home leg on Wednesday. 

Reuters


