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Dr Sai Mauk Kham describes literature as centre of
national characteristics and cultural variations
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REVISING rules and regulations
alone is not enough to boost the
performance of SMEs, an attend-
ee at a SME development talks
said yesterday, highlighting the
importance of building the ca-
pacity and skills of industrial
stakeholders.

Capacity building should be
the first priority for improving
the competitiveness of SMESs so
that stakeholders will be able
to face the ASEAN Economic
Community, said U Zin Phyo
Paing, Business Consulting Di-
rector at Future Myanmar (Con-
sult - Training - Service).

“Only having their capacity
built will they be able to under-
stand and follow the practices
through the implementation of
AEC as well as global economic
integration, he added.”

He also stressed the need for
having access to updated infor-
mation so as to be adapted for the
changes in the market.

The SMEs Saturday Talks
on Trade given by Dr Maung
Aung, adviser to the Ministry of
Commerce, drew local business-
people including officials from
the country’s SME Development
Centre under the Ministry of In-
dustry.

See page 2>>

A man make ploughing tool which can be used with a power tiller. PHoro:
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Beautiful landscapes of Northernmost Myanmar brought to life at exhibition

“I would like all citizensto explore the country while they are healthy and able,” said Photographer Kyaw Kyaw Win

Khaing Thanda Lwin

PHOTOGRAPHER Kyaw Kyaw
Win plans to feature his works de-
picting the landscapes and lives of
ethnic nationdlitiesin the Northern
part of the country through a solo
exhibition.

This is the 8th time the
45-year-old photographer has held
asolo event since 2010.

The event, entitled “A visit to
Mt. Phoneyin Razi”, is scheduled
to open to the public from 19 to 23
December, showcasing around 100
photographsat Gallery 65 on 'Y aw-
mingyi Street in Dagon Township.

Kyaw Kyaw Win took the

Petrified pine-trees. PHoto: suppLIED BY KKW

photographs during his visit to
Mount Phoneyin Razi in April of
thisyear.

The atist says he went
on a two-week trip to Putao of
Kachin State with the aim of tak-
ing photographs as well as mak-
ing documentary films about the
livelihoods, traditional customs,
religions and beliefs of ethnic peo-
pleinthe area.

He added, “1 would like all
citizens to explore the country
while they are hedlthy and able, in
the prime of life when they have
the time to meet the citizens of
those regions and be intimate with
them.”

Kyaw Kyaw Win is aso a
documentary film maker since
2012. He produced three pictori-
al books with documentary films.
His first book was printed in 2013,
with plans to publish further a
book focusing on the lives of the
people of Inlay Lakein Shan State
next year.

The photographer published
will third pictoria book about his
journey to Mt Phoneyin Razi lat-
er this year. He said, “I hope this
book will encourage, in some de-
gree, those who would like to pay
a visgit to Putao and snow-capped
mountains in northernmost Myan-
mar.”
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Mol to assist development of ethnic media

AS part of their efforts to devel-
op ethnic media the Ministry of
Information, the National League
for Democracy’s central infor-
mation committee, BNI and the
Mizzimma New agency met for
the second time in Yangon on
Friday, focusing on seeking ways
to lend assistance to the progress
of ethnic media by the News and
Periodicals Enterprise.

During the meeting, U Tint
Swe, Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry of Information, went
over the previous meeting with
the minister, saying that both
sides had discussed how the
News and Periodicals Enterprise
can assist ethnic media without
influencing their editorial free-
dom.

NPE has a plan to start pro-

viding assistance to ethnic media
in the first phase, according to U
Kyaw Soe, Managing-Director
of the NPE, adding that NPE has
set a budget allocation to ethnic
media enterprise in the 2016-
17 FY. U Aung Shin (Monywa
Aung Shin), a member of the
National League for Democra-
cy’s central information com-
mittee, welcomed the program

of the Ministry of Information,
suggesting representatives of the
ethnic media to set a timeframe
to meet with the ministry again
after holding inclusive talks with
the ethnic media.

U Soe Myint, the Edi-
tor-in-Chief of the Mizzima Me-
dia, clarified current cooperation
between Mizzima and the ethnic
media, and Daw Nann Hpaw

Gay, Executive Director of BNI,
and U Zin Lay clarified the strug-
gles being faced by ethnic media
in regions and states.

Both sides agreed to hold a
meeting on 20 January, focusing
on the outcomes of the first eth-
nic media meeting and to final-
ise the program in the last week
of January.— Myanmar News

Agency

More than 200 participate in “Bike for Dad”

Dad” event. PHoto: MNA

THAI nationals in Yangon partic-
ipated in the “Bike for Dad”, cy-
cling in Yangon, to mark the 88"
Anniversary Birthday of the King
of Thailand.

Yangon Region Chief Minis-
ter U Myint Swe greeted them be-
fore they started the cycling at the
People’s Park on 11 December.

More than 200 cyclists in-

Yangon Region Chief Minister U Myint Swe and dignitaries wave hands to support participants of “Bike for

cluding Thailand nationals, busi-
nessmen and families of the Thai
Embassy in Yangon took part in
the cycling which was held in 80
countries on the same day.

The event called “Bike for
Dad” comes a week after King Bhu-
mibol’s 88th birthday, which is a na-
tional holiday celebrated each year
as Father’s Day in Thailand.

The once-vigorous monarch,
who is widely revered in Thailand,
is frail and ailing and hasn’t been
seen in public since September.

The participants of the event
wearing shirts in bright yellow, the
king’s colour cycled through the
busiest roads in Yangon to the sus-
pension bridge.—Myanma News
Agency

1,750 jade lots auctioned

on Saturday

MERCHANTS purchased 1,750
jade lots yesterday at the 52nd an-
nual Myanmar gems emporium
which is being held at the Mani-
yadana Jade Hall in Nay Pyi Taw
from 7 to 13 December.

A total of 1,340 jade lots were
sold under open tender system and
competitive bidding systems on

4

Two traders check cut jade stones. PHoto: MNA

Friday.
The central committee an-
nounced updated information

through LED screen at the empo-
rium. The sale of jade lots con-
tinues tomorrow for the final day,
with the committee planning to
sell 1,576 further lots.—Myanma
News Agency

Youths in border areas enjoy access to technical,
vocational training

THE Ministry of  Border
Affairs currently runs a technical
and vocational training school
in Hpa-An town of Kayin State,
in partnership with Japanese
non-government  organisation
Bridge Asia Japan (BAJ).

The training school plans
to spend US$1.5 million over
six years from 2013-14 to 2018-
19 fiscal years with the ministry
saying that the school has provid-
ed training to 319 young people
from border areas.

Some of the trainees who
have completed their courses are
reported to be working in private
enterprises and governmental de-
partments.

The Ministry of Education
in partnership with the Nippon
Foundation is engaged in con-
ducting courses on capacity
building and leadership skills in
seven states as part of helping
develop human resources. The
courses are run at a cost of $1.5m.

The projects of conducting

biannual courses cover Kachin,
Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Rakhing,
Mon and Shan states in addition
to self-administered regions.

The Ministry of Border
Affairs is working together
with the British Council to con-
duct a course on “English for
Education  College  Trainers
(EfECT). 61 teachers from the
University for Development of
National Races have so far com-
pleted the course.—Myanmar
News Agency
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The talks were aimed at ena-
blingthe SME stakeholders to un-
derstand the multilateral trading
system and its opportunities prior
to the country’s accession into the
AECplanned for late 2015 as well
as global economic integration

agenda.

“The talks helps them im-
prove their competitiveness in the
free movement of goods, services,
investment, capital and people in
the region and the world by fully
understanding international prac-
tices in trade,” said Director U

Aung Myo Khaing of the Centre.
According to the SEMs De-
velopment Centre, those from
small and medium businesses
including staff from the Centre,
numbering 7,400 trainees, have
been trained under the capacity
building programmes so far.

Police mark 68" Anniversary of

M

Independent Day

Police volunteer for sanitation to mark 68th Anniversary of Independence
Day. PrHoto: MNA

TO mark the 68™ Anniversary of
Independence Day, which falls on
4 January next year, members of
the Myanmar Police Force carried
out sanitation services at a 1,000-
bed General Hospital in Nay Pyi

Taw.

Altogether, 100 police force
staff collected garbage within the
compound of the hospital yester-
day. 30 of those police force staff
donated blood.—Police
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Dr Sai Mauk Kham describes literature as centre
of national characteristics and cultural variations

- B=e
Vice Preside
LITERATURE is the origins of
films, music and dramas as well
as the centre of national character-
istics and cultural variations, Vice
President Dr Sai Mauk Kham said
yesterday at a prize ceremony for
literary and manuscript awards at
the National Theatre in Yangon.
The vice president said that
literature and society are closely
intertwined and largely interde-
pendent.
“Literature cannot survive

5

without society and vice versa,”
he said, stressing the uses and
abuses of literature across the
world.

Literature is sometimes used
as a vehicle for nationalistic prop-
aganda and also as an effective
means of pointing out the weak-
nesses of state heads, politicians
and societies.

In line with the motto “The
greatness of literature, the gran-
deur of its people”, seasoned lit-
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erati are honoured on Literati’s
Day every year for their excellent
literary works that contribute to
society.

Vice President Dr Sai Mauk
Kham urged the literary commu-
nity to serve the interest of the
people and the country with their
literary works.

He then presented Nation-
al Lifelong Literary Awards to
U Win Pe (Mya Zin), U Khin
Maung Soe (Maung Paw Tun)

nt Dr Sai Mauk Kham poses for photo along with ministers and life-long literary award winners in Yangon. Pxoto: MNA

and U Ko Law (Ko Lay-Inwa
Gon Yi).

Union Ministers U Ye Htut,
U Soe Win, Dr Daw Khin San Yi
and U Aye Myint Kyu presented
National Literary Awards to win-
ners, with deputy ministers and
officials presenting Sapay Beik-
man Manuscript Awards.

Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior General
Min Aung Hlaing and his wife
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla honoured the

three winners of the National
Lifelong Literary Award with K1
million each.

The National Lifelong Lit-
erary Awards are worth K2.5m

each, the National
Awards K1.5m each.

The Sapay Beikman Man-
uscript Awards fall into three
levels: K700,000, K500,000 and
K300,000 for first, second and
third prizes respectively. —Myan-
mar News Agency

Literary

Yangonites hold second mass December
walk on Saturday

Yangon. PHoto:MNA

YANGONITES held their sec-
ond mass December walk on
Saturday. The mass walkers
included the Yangon Region
Chief Minister U Myint Swe
and wife, Chief Region Hluttaw
Speaker, regional officials and

Yangon Region Chief Minister U Myit Swe and dlgnitarlespaiclpate in 2" Mass December Walk in

locals of the Mayangon, Setkan,
Kyoutada, Ahlone, Kyeemyin-
dine, Lanmadaw, Sanchaung
and Dagon townships.

There was a total of 5000
participants.

The walk began at 5 am

at the Myoma and Sagawa
road junction of Dagon town-
ship and ended at the Bahan
Sports Ground. The group held
mass exercises together before
concluding.—Myanmar News
Agency)

Hotel and Tourism Union Minister welcomes
MS Seabourn Sojourn at Thilawa Port

UNION Minister for Hotel and
Tourism U Htay Aung greeted the
crew and tourists of cruise liner
MS Seabourn Sojourn which had
arrived at Yangon’s International
Thilawa Port, on the evening of
Friday (11 December). The liner
had sailed from Penang of Malay-
sia.

It was the liner’s second trip
to Myanmar during this year, car-
rying 450 passengers and 330 crew
members. The tourists, mostly
from the US and Britain, will visit
Bagan, Mandalay, Bago, Thanlyin

Union Minister U Htay Aung weléomes tourists at Thilav;a Port.

Proto:MNA

and Yangon while in Myanmar.
The liner will leave for Phuket of
Thailand, on 14 December .

The Union Minister, on Satur-
day, also attended and made an ad-
dress at the completion ceremony
of No 7 Tourist Guide Refresher
Course, conducted at the Tourism
School of Directorate of Hotel and
Tourism in Yangon.

The event was attend-
ed by senior officials of DHT
and Myanmar Tourism Federation,
course instructors and the trainees.
—Myanmar News Agency
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4" Myanmar gems and jewellery
emporlum held at Mandalay

Gems merchants evaluate gems at 4™ Myanmar gems and jewellery. PHoto: THiHA Ko Ko

THE 4" Myanmar gems and jew-
ellery emporium, jointly organ-
ised by the Myanmar Gems As-
sociation, the Mandalay Region
Gems Association and Future
Asia Connect Co. Ltd from Thai-
land was held at Diamond Plaza,
Chan Aye Tharzan Township in

Mandalay yesterday, with Man-
dalay mayor U Aung Maung,
Myanmar Gems & Jewellery En-
trepreneurs Association secretary
U Tun Hla Aung and officials in
attendance.

Mr. Micheal, Director of Fu-
ture Asia Connect Co. Ltd spoke

at the ceremony while the Mayor
and officials looked around the
gallery of Gems and Jewellery.
During the emporium, Gems
and jewellery were displayed by
Myanmar, Thai, Vietnam, Cam-
bodia, Hong Kong, India and
France yesterday.—Thiha Ko Ko

13 December 2015

KOICA held the Myanmar
Economy Seminar

YANGON — KOICA held the
Myanmar Economy Seminar at
Yangon at on 12 December for
Master Degree students in Yan-
gon University of Economics to
have enhanced understanding on
economic environment in Myan-
mar.

Myanmar graduate students
provided presentation about social
benefit & responsible business,
economy in tourism sector and
current economy issues in My-
anmar, and delivered fresh point
of view to Korean attendee. My-
anmar graduate students also had
discussion session to exchange
their knowledge of country econ-
omy and strengthen the coopera-
tion relationship between Myan-
mar and Korea. The seminar was
planned by a KOICA-WFK vol-

unteer specialised in International
Development, Ms. Choi Eseul,
studied in the Economics in Seoul
National University.

Some of the students in Yan-
gon University of Economics are
expected to join the MDI as a re-
searcher in early future. KOICA
is planning to hold the seminar in
every half of year to provide the
latest economy issues in Myan-
mar.

Mr. Kwon  Tae-Myon
Vice President for the Projects
Development Coordination of
KOICA, Dr. Khin Naing Oo
Rector of Yangon University of
Economics, Dr. Thida Kyu Head
of Department of Economics,
around 10 professors and 100
graduate students attended the
seminar—GNLM

Mon traditional event will be held
coming Sunday

A MON event will be held at
People’s park, near the Western
stairway of Shwedagon Pagoda
by the Mon Literature and Cul-
ture Committee (Yangon) on 20
December.

The event will begin with
Mon traditional dance, educa-
tional talks on Mon literature
and culture by a Mon expert.
Music entertainment will be in-
cluded.

During the event,
Mon traditional dress and
traditional food  (including

thagyin rice) will be on sale.
The event is free to the pub-
lic.—Ko Chit

Simtae, Ma Linti, Thant Zin Oo, Mai Nyi Lin and Win Myint Myat.
PHoro: PoLice

Crime News

Stlmulant pills seized in Shan State Yangon Region

AUTHORITIES have seized
heroin and yabba pills (a synthet-
ic-amphetamine based stimulant)
at a house in Kyaynan Ward in
Moemauk, Shan State.

Acting on a tip-off, members
of the Moemauk Police Station
searched a house owned by Simtae
and found 26 kilograms of heroin
in plastic bottles and 1,495 pills.

Five people—House Own-
er Simtae, his daughter Ma Linti
and Thant Zin Oo, Mai Nyi Lin
and Win Myint Myat—who are
involved in the case are currently
under arrest.

Action was taken against all
suspects under the Narcotic Drugs
and  Psychotropic  Substances
Law.—Myanma News Agency

Car Accidents occur
mostly at night

Traffic police officers gives press confeence on road accidents in Yangon.
Proto: Ko Moe

YANGON Region has seen 88 ac-
cidents and 37 people dead in the
last two week, according to local
police.

December saw 43 recorded
car accidents in which 24 people

died and 55 people were injured
while 13 people died and 55 peo-
ple were injured in November.
Police Major Myo Aaung
Myint noted that car accidents oc-
curred mostly at night. — Ko Moe

More traffic police assigned
to construction overpass

POLICE Lieutenant Colonel
Aung Ko Oo recently spoke on
traffic problems in Yagnon, say-
ing that there are a number of
ways to solve traffic jams at plac-
es where the construction of over
passes is in progress. He aims to
increase the number of traffic po-
lice around Yangon Region.

The Yangon Region govern-
ment constructed overpasses in
Hledan, Bayintnaung, Shwegon-
daing and Myaynigon in 2013.
The government has increased the
number of traffic police on duty
to 24 to solve traffic problems in
each section while the construc-
tion of further overpasses to re-
duce traffic jams is underway in
Tamwe and Kokkai.

Police Officer Win Lwin said
that there are two reasons that
traffic jams are a major problem.
Firstly, drivers in Yangon are
breaking traffic rules and regula-
tions. The other reason is over-
crowding. While traffic police
are being deployed to solve the
problem of traffic violations, en-
gineers are working to solve the
overcrowding problem within the
system.

In Yangon Region there are
over 1000 traffic police officers
assigned to the roads however
traffic problems are highlighted
by the fact that there are 2.3 times
more cars on the road in 2015 than
there were in 2011.—Zaw Gyi
(Panita)
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Pakistan tests
medium-range,
nuclear-capable
missile

ISLAMABAD — Pakistan on
Friday successfully test-fired
its Shaheen-I1l medium-range,
surface-to-surface, nuclear-ca-
pable ballistic missile, the De-
fence Ministry said.

The ministry did not say in
its press release where the mis-
sile was launched from, but it
said it impacted in the Arabian
Sea.

Prime Minister Nazaw
Sharif congratulated scientists
and engineers of strategic or-
ganizations on the successful
missile test.

Pakistan has developed the
solid-fuel missile Shaheen-lll,
along with the liquid fuel Ghau-
ri missile, based on North Ko-
rean technology and with Chi-
nese assistance.

The Shaheen-I11 is said to
have a maximum range of
2,750 kilometres, which would
enable Pakistan to strike any-
where in rival India.
—Kyodo News
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China security chief calls for better intelligence on terrorism

BENING — China needs to
improve its intelligence gathering
abilities and intelligence sharing
between different departments it if
wants to better deal with the threat
of terrorism, its domestic security
chief said, in a rare admission of
the problems faced.

Hundreds of people have been
killed in the past few years in Chi-
na’s western region of Xinjiang,
home to the mainly Muslim Ui-
ghur people, in violence blamed
by the government on Islamist mil-
itants who want to establish an in-
dependent state called East Turke-
stan.

Speaking in Xinjiang’s re-
gional capital Urumgi, domestic
security chief Meng Jianzhu said
while some success had been
achieved in the fight against terror-
ism, the situation remained seri-
ous.

Meng said intelligence gath-
ering had to improve, in both what
he called “hard and soft intelli-
gence”, according to a government
statement issued late on Friday.

“Push the joining up and
deeper integration of both the na-
tional and Xinjiang anti-terrorism
intelligence platforms, put into ef-

WEN R

Autonomous Region in 2014. PHoto: ReuTERS

fect the sharing of intelligence in-
formation,” the statement para-
phrased Meng as saying.

“Raise the early warning abil-
ity of intelligence analysis, effec-
tively prevent against (terrorism),
discover things in a timely way,
react quickly and resolutely nip in
the bud violent terrorist activities,
destroy them before anything hap-
pens.”

China has been hampered in
the past by poor intelligence in a
part of the country where few offi-
cials understand the Uighur lan-
guage or Islam and the govern-
ment has had difficulty recruiting
Uighur operatives, diplomats and
experts say.

In one embarrassing incident
for China last year, three people
were killed and 79 wounded in a

bomb and knife attack at an Urum-
qi train station just as President Xi
Jinping was wrapping up a visit to
the area under supposedly tight se-
curity.

China needs a better com-
mand system to respond to inci-
dents too, Meng said.

Rights groups and exiles say
the violence in Xinjiang stems
more from widespread Uighur re-
sentment at Chinese controls on
their religion and culture rather
than the action of a well-organised
militant group.

China strongly denies abusing
human rights in Xinjiang, and says
it is facing a determined campaign
from Islamist radicals and separa-
tists.

China has blamed overseas
militants for stoking tension in
Xinjiang, and Meng said border
controls also had to be tightened
and more effort put into de-radi-
calisation.

“Deepen  de-radicalisation
work, strengthen management of
religion in accordance with the
law, have targeted propaganda and
persuasive education to eliminate
the atmosphere for radical reli-
gion,” Meng said.—Reuters

Asian MPs vow to combat terrorism, urge peaceful talks to disputes

PHNOM PENH — Asian
Members of Parliaments (MPSs)
vowed on Friday to combat terror-
ism and urged countries to settle
their differences through peaceful
negotiations, according to a joint
declaration.

The Phnom Penh Declaration
was released at the end of the 8"
Asian Parliamentary Assembly
(APA), which was attended by
MPs from 22 countries.

“Violent extremism, which
can be conducive to terrorism,
should not be associated with any
culture, civilization, religion or
ethnicity and should be neither tol-
erated nor condoned,” the declara-

tion said. It said the settlement of
issues through radicalisation, vio-
lent extremism, terrorism, or war
causes great hardship, and breeds
even more violence. “We combat
all forms of terrorism,” it said.

They also denounced the use
of violence, force and war in the
settlement of differences and dis-
putes in international relations.

“We uphold the principles of
peaceful coexistence and negotia-
tions in solving international dis-
putes,” it said.

The declaration added that
countries in disputes should ad-
here to the relevant principles of
international law enshrined in the

United Nations Charter, instru-
ments and other conventions per-
taining to the solution of interna-
tional conflicts. Speaking at the
closing ceremony of the assembly,
Cambodia’s National Assembly
President Heng Samrin said that
regional and global peace is a key

factor and prerequisite for each
country’s development.

“As leaders of Parliaments,
representing the will of people in
the region, we have a moral obli-
gation and deep responsibility to
ensure security and prosperity for
our nations,” he said.—Reuters

“As leaders of Parliaments, representing the will
of people in the region, we have a moral
obligation and deep responsibility to ensure
security and prosperity for our nations.”

Heng Samrin

Cambodia’s National Assembly President

2 Koreas end vice-ministerial talks without reaching agreement

SEOUL — North and South
Korea yesterday ended two days
of vice-ministerial talks without
reaching any agreement,
according to a South Korean
news pool report.

The talks, aimed at finding

ways to improve relations
following heightened  cross-
border military tensions in

August, began Friday at a joint
industrial zone in the North’s
border city of Kaesong and
continued late into the night.
They resumed Saturday morning
and were held on and off
throughout the day.

South Korean Vice
Unification Minister Hwang Boo
Gi and two other officials

attended the talks with a three-
member North Korean delegation
headed by Jon Jong Su, vice
director of the secretariat of
North Korea’s Committee for the
Peaceful Reunification of Korea.

The two sides failed to set a
date for the next round of talks.

Topics likely taken up
include a programme that had
enabled South Korean tourists to
visit the North’s Mt. Kumgang
resort.

It was suspended in 2008
after a South Korean tourist was
shot dead by a North Korean
soldier for crossing into an off-
limits zone.

North Korea has repeatedly
demanded that the South restart

the tour programme, which had
been an important source of hard
currency for the North.

South Korea is widely
expected to prioritize the holding
of additional rounds of reunions
of families left divided by the
1950-1953 Korean War.

Only 20 inter-Korean
reunions have been held since
2000, when leaders of the two
rival Koreas held a landmark

summit.

The South regards the
reunions as  an urgent
humanitarian issue, as many

members of separated families
are of advanced age and strongly
wish to see their relatives in the
North before they die.

The current talks are the
result of an agreement by the two
nations in August to hold high-
level talks in a bid to improve
relations.

Tensions had escalated
earlier that month after South
Korea accused the North of
planting land mines in the
Demilitarized Zone between the
two countries that seriously
injured two South Korean
soldiers. Tensions rose further
after the two sides exchanged
artillery fire.

The two Koreas are still
technically in a state of war as the
Korean War ended in an
armistice, not a permanent peace
treaty.—Kyodo News
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India to get Japan’s bullet train, deepens defence and nuclear ties

NEW DELHI — Japan will
provide $12 billion of soft
funding to build India’s first
bullet train, the two countries
announced during a visit by Japa-
nese Prime Minister ShinzoAbe,
that also yielded deeper defence
ties and a plan for civil nuclear
cooperation.

Relations have strengthened
between Asia’s second and third
largest economies as Abe and his
Indian counterpart, NarendraMo-
di, seek to balance China’s rise
as Asia’s dominant power. Both
men are nationalists who enjoy a
personal friendship.

The deal to build a high-
speed train line between the
financial hub of Mumbai and

Ahmedabad gives Japan an ear-
ly lead over China, which is
conducting feasibility studies for
high speed trains on other parts
of the Indian rail network.

“This enterprise will launch
a revolution in Indian railways
and speed up India’s journey
into the future. It will become
an engine of economic transfor-
mation in India,” Modi said in a
speech.

Under the defence deals an-
nounced yesterday, the two sides
will share technology, equip-
ment and military information,
but the long-awaited sale of
Japanese aircraft in a deal worth
about $1.1 billion was not con-
cluded.

Similarly, while they agreed
to work towards cooperation in
civil-nuclear technology, they
stopped short of signing an
agreement, citing outstanding
technical differences.

Japan, the only country to
have suffered a nuclear attack,
has been demanding addition-
al non-proliferation guarantees
from India before it exports nu-
clear reactors.

India and Japan have been
negotiating a nuclear energy deal
since Japan’s ally, the United
States, opened the way for nu-
clear commerce with India de-
spite its weapons programme.
“The memorandum we signed on
civil nuclear energy cooperation

is more than just an agreement
for commerce and clean energy,
it is a shining symbol of a new
level of mutual confidence and
strategic partnership in the cause
of peaceful and secure world,”
Modi said. “I know the signifi-
cance of this decision for Japan
and | assure you that India deep-
ly respects that decision and will
honour our shared commitment,”
Modi added.

India and Japan have been
holding talks for two years on the
purchase by India of US-2 am-
phibious aircraft made by Shin-
Maywa Industries, which would
be one of Japan’s first arms sales
since Abe lifted a 50-year ban on
weapon exports.—Reuters

Afghan forces end siege near Spanish embassy in Kabul

Afghan security forces stand guard at the site of an explosion in Kabul, capital of Afghanistan, on 11 December. PHoTo: XINHUA

KABUL — Afghan security
forces suppressed a suicide attack
on a guest house near the Spanish
embassy in Kabul, killing three
Taliban fighters after hours of in-
termittent gunfire and explosions
that lasted into the early hours of
yesterday.

A Spanish security officer
was Kkilled in the attack, in a
heavily protected part of Kabul
close to several embassies and
government  buildings, while

five Afghan police were killed
or wounded, Kabul police chief
Abdul Rahman Rahimi said.
In addition, one Spanish citi-
zen and nine Afghan civilians
were wounded and another 47
Afghans and foreigners were
rescued from nearby buildings
where they were trapped as se-
curity forces sealed off the area
around the guest house.

The latest in a series of at-
tacks on foreign targets in Kabul

began at about 6 pm (0830 ET)
on Friday when a suicide attack-
er detonated a car bomb near
the guest house, allowing three
gunmen to take up positions and
open fire on security forces. “The
operation took time because
we wanted to rescue the people
trapped in surrounding buildings
and we had to move cautiously
and in a proper tactical manner,”
Rahimi told Reuters. The Talib-
an claimed responsibility for the

attack, just days after President
Ashraf Ghani returned from a
regional peace conference in Pa-
kistan, where he sought support
to revive peace talks that stalled

this year.
It followed a separate
Taliban attack on the air-

port complex in the southern
city of Kandahar, in which at
least 50 civilians and security
forces personnel were Killed.
—Reuters

South Korean
suspect in
Yasukuni blast
had no gunpowder
in luggage

SEOUL — A South Korean
man arrested in Japan in con-
nection with an explosion at a
controversial shrine in Tokyo
last month had no gunpowder
in his belongings when he left
from a Seoul airport, a media
report said Friday, quoting air-
port authorities.

The revelation came after
Japanese investigative sources
claimed that what appeared to
be gunpowder was found in the
baggage of the suspect, Chon
Chang Han, 27, when he came
back to Japan on Wednesday.

Yonhap News Agency
said a security officer at Gim-
po International Airport noticed
a bag of black powder Chon
had when he was departing on
the day. The substance was
screened through an explosive
detection device but no gun-
powder ingredients were spot-
ted.

However, since the de-
tailed nature of the substance
was unknown, he was asked not
to pack it in his carry-on bag-
gage, the report said. He put the
substance in with his checked
luggage for the flight, it said.

“We have judged that it
was not an explosive after close
inspection and we let him de-
part,” Korea Airports Corp.
told Yonhap. “We have fol-
lowed our regulations and pro-
cedures.”

Chon was arrested on his
arrival in Japan Wednesday on
a charge of entering the prem-
ises of Yasukuni Shrine with
unlawful intent. Tokyo police
suspect he set explosives in a
men’s restroom at the shrine on
23 November and was planning
to carry out another blast there,
the sources said. No one was in-
jured in the incident.

The sources said Chon has
denied involvement in the blast
at the shrine, viewed as a sym-
bol of Japan’s militarist past
as it enshrines war criminals
along with the war dead. Chon
emerged as a possible suspect
after being caught on surveil-
lance camera footage both be-
fore and after the blast at the
shrine restroom.—Kyodo News

Book depicting Cambodian achievements under Chinese aid, investment unveiled

PHNOM PENH — A 161-page
picture alboum showing Cambo-
dian achievements under Chinese
grants, concessional loans and
investments was released here on
Friday evening, aimed to reflect
true and faithful friendship rela-
tions between the two countries.

Cambodian Permanent Dep-
uty Prime Minister Keat Chhon
and Chinese Ambassador to

Cambodia Bu Jianguo jointly
launched the book titled “Good
Friend, True Friend,” which was
compiled by the Chinese Embas-
sy to Cambodia and the Chinese
Chamber of Commerce in Cam-
bodia.

The picture album depict-
ed China’s grants, concessional
loans and investments in con-
structing roads and bridges, ir-

rigation systems, and electrici-
ty systems. Besides, it showed
Chinese enterprises investing in
various sectors including indus-
trial zones, tourism, agriculture,
telecom, air transport services,
and banking and finance.
Speaking at the launching
ceremony of the picture album,
Keat Chhon said the album truly
reflected Cambodia’s develop-

ment under fruitful cooperation
with China.

“Cambodia is very satisfied
with the achievements that were
born from friendship relations
and fruitful cooperation between
the governments and the peoples
of the two countries,” he said.
“China is a close and reliable
friend of Cambodia in all circum-
stances.”

Ambassador Bu said the
picture album showed numerous
achievements in Cambodia un-
der China’s grants, concessional
loans and investments in the last
decade.

“This book is another testa-
ment to excellent relations and
fruitful ~ cooperation  between
China and Cambodia,” the am-
bassador said.—Xinhua
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World climate accord hailed as

A placard with the slogan ‘1.5 Degrees Celsius = rich countries do your fair share’ is seen on a replica of the
Eiffel Tower during the World Climate Change Conference 2015 (COP21) in Le Bourget, near Paris, France, on
11 December. PHoTo:REUTERS

PARIS — French Foreign Minister
Laurent Fabius presented a land-
mark global climate accord yester-
day, a “historic” measure for trans-
forming the world’s fossil
fuel-driven economy within dec-
ades and turn the tide on global
warming.

At the tail end of the hottest
year on record and after four years
of fraught UN talks often pitting
the interests of rich nations against
poor, imperilled island states
against rising economic power-
houses, Fabius urged officials from
nearly 200 nations to support what
he hopes will be a final draft.

“Our responsibility to history
isimmense,” Fabius told thousands
of officials, including President
Francois Hollande and US Secre-
tary of State John Kerry, in the
main hall of the conference venue
on the outskirts of Paris.

“If we were to fail, how could
we rebuild this hope?” he asked.
“Our children would not under-
stand or forgive us.”

Barring any last-minute objec-
tions as negotiators pore over the
final text for the next few hours,
they will reconvene at around 1545
local time (1445 GMT) to approve

the agreement, a major break-
through in global efforts to avert
the potentially disastrous conse-
quences of an overheated planet.

Calling it an “ambitious and
balanced” agreement, Fabius said
it would mark a “historic turning
point” for the world. Hollande cau-
tioned that the pact would not be
“perfect for everyone”, urging del-
egates to see the common need.

“Faced with climate change
our destinies are bound together,”
he said. In talks that lasted into the
early morning, officials appeared
to have resolved the final sticking
points, and Fabius highlighted the
key points: a more ambitious goal
for limiting the rise in global tem-
peratures to less than 2 degrees
Celsius; a $100 billion a year floor
for funding developing nations be-
yond 2020; and a five-year cycle
for reviewing national pledges to
take action on greenhouse gas
emissions.

Prior to the session, China’s
top negotiator Gao Feng said there
“there is hope today” for a final
pact, while Marshall Islands For-
eign Minister Tony De Brum told
Reuters: “I think we’re done here.”

A deal, if finalised, would be a

powerful symbol to world citizens
and a potent signal to investors --
for the first time in over two dec-
ades, both rich and poor nations
will agree to a common vision for
curbing greenhouse gas emissions,
and a roadmap for ending two cen-
turies of fossil fuel dominance.

While some climate change
activists and US Republicans will
likely find fault with the accord --
either for failing to take sufficiently
drastic action, or for overreacting
to an uncertain threat --many of the
estimated 40,000 officials and en-
vironmentalists who set up camp
on the outskirts of Paris say they
see it as a long overdue turning
point. Six years after the previous
climate summit in Copenhagen
ended in failure and acrimony, the
Paris pact appears to have rebuilt
much of the trust required for a
concerted global effort to combat
climate change, delegates say.

“Whereas we left Copenhagen
scared of what comes next, we’ll
leave Paris inspired to keep fight-
ing,” said David Turnbull, Director
at Oil Change International, a re-
search and advocacy organisation
opposed to fossil fuel produc-
tion.—Reuters

US and Russia trade accusations at UN over Ukraine conflict

UNITED NATIONS —
The United States and Russia
blamed each other on Friday for
the continued conflict in Ukraine,
with Washington accusing the
Kremlin of attempting to sup-
press public discussion of facts
about the nearly two-year-old
war.

The mutual accusations
came during a meeting of the UN
Security Council on Ukraine, a
session that was delayed for an

hour and a half after Russia in-
sisted UN Assistant Secre-
tary-General for Human Rights
Ivan Simonovic should not brief
the 15-nation council.

In the end, Simonovic spoke
during the meeting, though Rus-
sian United Nations Ambassador
Vitaly Churkin made clear his
displeasure. He said human rights
discussions belong in Geneva at
the Human Rights Council.

Churkin also criticised US

Ambassador Samantha Power’s
handling of the rotating presiden-
cy of the Security Council this
month, saying she has “intro-
duced wrong elements.”

On Thursday, China and
Russia tried unsuccessfully to
block a US-organised council
meeting on alleged human rights
abuses in North Korea.

“Washington is playing a de-
structive role” in Ukraine, Chur-
kin said.—Reuters

WORLD 7

Laser aimed at shinkansen train in

western Japan

OSAKA — A laser was
apparently aimed at the driver
of a waiting shinkansen bullet
train in late November in west-
ern Japan, an official of West
Japan Railway Co. said yester-
day, following similar inci-
dents targeting flying aircraft in
Okinawa and elsewhere.

A Kodama train halting at
Tokuyama Station in Yamagu-
chi Prefecture on the Sanyo
Shinkansen Line was targeted
for several seconds, the official
said, adding that the railroad is

consulting with local police
about the incident. The incident
did not affect the driver, al-
though it could have posed a
danger by affecting the driver’s
sight if the ray had entered the
driver’s eye, the official said.
The operator of the shin-
kansen line stretching from
Osaka to Fukuoka did not re-
port the incident to the trans-
port ministry as it occurred
only once and did not affect the
train run, according to the offi-
cial.—Kyodo News

ISIS graffiti daubed in Zubin Potok

ZUBIN POTOK — An
unknown perpetrator daubed
Islamic State (ISIS) graffiti on
a retaining wall by the road
near the Ibar Lepenac hydro-
power plant in Zubin Potok,
northern Kosovo, late
Wednesday, TV Most reports.

Zubin Potok Mayor Ste-
van Vulovic and municipal
officials vehemently con-
demned the act, urging the in-
ternational community and
law enforcement authorities
to put an end to such
misdeeds.—Tanjug

UN Human Rights Council to meet on Bu-

rundi next week

GENEVA — The UN Human
Rights Council will hold a spe-
cial session on Burundi next
Thursday after a request from
the United States, the United
Nations human rights office said
on Friday. The call was backed
by 18 members of the Council,
more than the 16 required to
reach a quorum of a third of the
membership, but only one Afri-

can state, Ghana. A further 24
observer states also supported
the move to hold the session.
Gunmen attacked military
sites in Burundi’s capital Bu-
jumbura on Friday and heavy
fighting followed, the army said,
in the latest flare-up of violence
in a nation Western powers fear
may be sliding back into ethnic
conflict.—Reuters

Cuba, US agree to resume direct

mail service

HAVANA — Cuba and the US
have agreed to resume direct
mail services between the two
countries, after an interruption of
over 50 years, it was announced
here Friday.

An official note from the
Cuban Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs stated that this decision was
taken during a recent round of
talks in the US, which took place
in a “respectful, professional and
constructive setting.” A pilot
plan for the transportation of
mail will now be elaborated over
the next few weeks, with a per-

manent re-opening of the service
set to begin soon, said the note.
It added that, after over five
decades without services, direct
deliveries of correspondence and
packages will resume between
the US and Cuba, with the last
technical, operational and securi-
ty details now being worked out.
During the meeting, the Cuban
delegation presented examples
of how the economic blockade is
affecting the island, including on
the operations of Grupo Empre-
sarial Correos de Cuba, the coun-
try’s mail company.—Reuters

Rio’s Olympic metro extension short

of money

RIO DE JANEIRO — Another
$255 million is needed to com-
plete the extension of Rio de Ja-
neiro’s metro line connecting
tourist areas to the site of the
2016 Olympics, city officials
said Friday. Rio’s transport sec-
retary said that the city was wait-
ing for a late payment this month
of about $120 million from the
federal budget and that then an-
other $135 million would be
needed to finish the project.
“These funds are indispen-

sable for us to finish the work in
time for the Olympics, which
means in July,” said the official.

The extension will reach
Barra de Tijuca, the western area
of the sprawling city where
much of the events will be held
and where the Olympic Village
is located. It is considered a vital
element in plans to handle the
huge number of visitors.

The 2016 Olympic Games
will be staged from 5 to 21 Au-
gust in Rio de Janeiro.—Xinhua
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Encourage FDI to stimulate
the national economy

Kyaw Thura

ATURALLY, emerging economies have
to rely on foreign direct investment in

the belief that it helps stimulate national
economic development by creating jobs and
providing employment. As a potential
economy, Myanmar is in a better position to
compete against its neighbours given the recent
influx of foreign investment into the country.
The Organisation for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development (OECD) has described
foreign direct investment as “an integral part of

an open and effective international economic sys-
tem and a major catalyst to development™.

As is known to all, our country is rich in nat-
ural resources, with most of them intact. It is ab-
solutely necessary to manage these resources in
inviting capital and technical know-how from ex-
ternal sources. This initiative should be seen as a
powerful motivator that will encourage more sus-
tainable businesses.

QOur economy is in urgent need of external
sources bringing new financial services to its bud-
ding markets through the innovative use of tech-
nology.

At a time when the government has pledged
an unprecedented smooth transfer of state re-
sponsibility to the incoming government, compa-
nies should follow suit by developing good labour
relations based on mutual respect and under-
standing while encouraging workers to unlock
their potential by means of in-house training.

The time has come for our country to pay un-

divided attention to creating a transparent and
effective policy environment for foreign invest-
ment, while developing human resources and
improving institutional capacities to implement
them. On the whole, foreign direct investment is
a major determinant of dynamic economic per-
formance that will enable local markets to fulfill
their potential.

Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and contribu-
tions. If you have any comments or would like to
submit editorials, analyses or reports please email
thantunaungnlm@gmail.com with your name
and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.

The Gantaloka Translation Contest and Thakin Ba Thaung

Dr. Saw Mra Aung

WO months ago, |
happened to read a piece
of news in the Kyemon, a

public newspaper, saying that a
translation contest was jointly to
be held by the Sarpay Beikman
under the Ministry of Informa-
tion and the Shanti Volunteer
Foundation of Japan, that the
first, the second and the third
winners were to be awarded a
handsome money and that the
work of the first winner was to
be published. | was reminded by
that news of the Gantaloka
Translation Contest held in My-
anmar about 90 years ago and its
outshining product Thakin Ba
Thaung, who was later reputed
to be one of the best translators
in Myanmar.

In fact, the Gantaloka was
the name of the Myanmar Sec-
tion of the book titled “The
World of Books”, a monthly pe-
riodical published by the Burma
Book Club found by Mr. Furni-
vall in 1924 with the aims of
translating the books written in
various languages into Myan-
mar, opening libraries which
could provide easy access to the
reading population of Myanmar
and encouraging literary schol-
ars to lecture on their literary
works. It first opened its book
stall in the compound of an old
university on Commissioner
Road (which is today in the com-
pound of State High School
No.(1), Latha Township) and
then shifted it to the corner of
Pansodan Street in April 1932.
This club published “The World
of Books” monthly, which car-
ried the review of the books
which were on sale at the stall.
Although it originally consisted
of 12 pages written only in Eng-

lish, a Myanmar section was
added to it two years later, bring-
ing the number of the pages to
16. When the Burma Book Club
was reorganized as the Burma
Education Extension Associa-
tion, the page number of the
World of Books was increased to
48 and the English and the My-
anmar sections were made equal
in volume. Since May 1929, the
book was renamed “ The Globe
Journal” (eogpapsqpsd). The
name continued to be in use till
January 1930. But since Febru-
ary that year, the Myanmar sec-
tion was called “Gantaloka” in
Pali which means “ The World
of Books” which was the origi-
nal name of the book.

The Gantaloka Translation
Contest was held for 54 times up
to December 1941 from Febru-
ary 1927. The first winner was to
be awarded 15 Rupees. In No.(1)
Contest, the contestants were to
translate the essay titled” On
Studies” written by Bacon into
Myanmar. In the contest, the first
prize was jointly won by U
Maung Hla, Deputy District Ad-
ministrative Officer, Minbu and
Maung Nyunt from Bagan Hos-
tel, Yangon College. The award
of 15 Rupees was equally divid-
ed between them. When it came
to No.(3) Contest, it was expand-
ed into two categories: Section
(A) and Section (B). The first
winner of each section was to be
awarded 10 Rupees each. When
it came to No.(3) Contest, Maung
Ba Thaung who lived at No. (1)
(B), 63th Street, Yangon, alone
won the first prize by translating
the article titled, "To Lucasta
Going to War’by Richard Love-
lace into Myanmar as‘coonode
0360s0D0gEdRFE00&: iN Section
(B). He won then four consecu-
tive first prizes by translat-
ing'There is a Lady Sweet and

kind> into Myanmar as
"opnodds §89:00p5¢>” in No.(4)
Contest, Section (B), = The
Structure of Matter”, written by
Professor Andrade into Myan-
mar as ‘ooo83opS:dseclopEs in
No.(5) Contest, Section (A),
“Policemen in China” into My-
anmar  as'ooqodlgpdec86a0d
mac[op€: in No. (6) Contest, Sec-
tion (A) and “Encouragement to
a Lover” into Myanmar as
"pooodeaieocoo ” in No. (6)

‘ongepantedEqd. Mr.  Sloss,
the then Principal of Yangon
College, was highly impressed
with his elusive translation ca-
liber. So he, though not matricu-
lated, was appointed a tutor at
the translation branch of the My-
anmarsar Department in on 15
June 1930. But like many other
like Myanmar young men work-
ing at the university, he com-
bined his teaching with national-
ist propaganda. He composed

“l was reminded by that news of the
Gantaloka Translation Contest held in
Myanmar about 90 years ago and its
outshining product Thakin Ba Thaung,
who was later reputed to be one of the best
translators in Myanmar.”

Contest, Section (B). When the
editorial board of the Gantaloka
Translation Contest found that
their prizes went to the same
competitor month after month,
they became afraid that their
competition would be a farce.
Coincidently, an editor for the
Myanmar Section of the Globe
Journal was then in urgent need.
They, therefore, appointed
Maung Ba Thaung on the edito-
rial board in August 1928.

In 1928, Maung Ba Thaung
translated “ The Doctor Perforce
“ written by French Dramatist
Moliere into Myanmar as
“ soqpoolod” . It was acknowl-
edged as the first western drama
ever translated by a Myanmar. In
1929, he was also awarded of
Prince of Wales Translating
Prize for his rendering the book
titled “Outlines of General Histo-
ry” written by Professor Renouf
into Myanmar as

the song titled *“ Doe-ba-hmar”
with the aid of Y.M.B. Saya Tin
and sang it at Thaton Hostel on
19 July at the permission of war-
den U Pe Maung Tin and sang it
again in public at the platform of
the Shwedagon Pagoda the next
day and then published the man-
ifesto of the Doe-ba-hmar Asiay-
one. When orders were passed
forbidding nationalist propagan-
da, Maung Ba Thaung resigned
from his prestigious position of
university teacher. Regarding
his resignation, Principal Sloss
commented that he was the only
one to sacrifice his job rather
than his consciousness.

He resigned from the edito-
rial board of the Myanmar Sec-
tion of the Gantaloka Magazine
in July 1931 and entered into the
politics. Then he branded him-
self as Thakin , together with
Thakin Hla Baw, Thakin Thein
Maung, Thakin Thein Han,

Thakin Tun Shwe, Thakin Ba
Tin, etc , undertook nationalist
propaganda. When Myanmar re-
gained her independence, he re-
sumed his literary tasks. In 1953,
he, in conjunction with Saya Tet
Toe, published the” Commenta-
tor”, an English Newspaper. In
1959, he served as an editor of
the Myanmar and World Journal
published by the Ministry of De-
fence. After 1962, he was ap-
pointed a translation tutor at the
head-office of the Myanmar So-
cialist Lazin Party. While doing
so, he contributed English arti-
cles to the Working People’s
Daily.

Thakin Ba Thaung wrote
about 50 books in total. Most of
them were translated ones. Out
of them, o§:omeenp (Tess of
Durbbervilles by Thomas Har-
dy) and soqro§das (The Doctor
Perforce by Moliere) were most
well known to the people of that
time. The UNESCO Translation
Prize was conferred on him in
1960 in recognition of his trans-
lation talent. In fact, translators
can help the reading population
of our country imbibe the knowl-
edge of the best brains of the
world, thus bringing about the
human resource development.
Today, the senior generation of
translators like Thakin Ba
Thaung, Sayagyi Shwe U
Daung, Dagon Shwemyar, P.
Moe Hnin, Saya Mya Than Tint,
Saya Tet Toe, etc has gone by. A
new generation of competent
Myanmar translators is, there-
fore, badly in need of Myanmar
which is now on course to de-
mocracy. Therefore, it is hoped
by the author that the translation
contest being jointly organized
by the Sarpay Beikman and the
Shanti  Volunteer Foundation
can produce some promising
young Myanmar translators.
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Stone Inscription is unveiled to mark 120" anniversary of GTI's Education (Government Techni-
cal Institute) and blue plaque of Yangon National Heritage building is installed at the building.
Proto: Myanma News AGency

Business watchdog identifies three
priorities for coming year in Myanmar

Ye Myint

A LIST of priorities needing to
be addressed in the coming year
in Myanmar includes land dis-
putes, human rights defenders
and public participation in re-
sponsible business, according to
a recent statement by a business
watchdog.

Based on an online poll car-
ried out in October and Novem-
ber, the Myanmar Centre for
Responsible Business identified
these priority issues.

The statement said land is-
sues topped the list as some abus-
es have been remedied but many
others remain.

“A draft Land Use Policy
discussed in 2014-2015 is still to
be adopted, and once it is, new

and revised laws will be needed,”
it said.

Another priority on the list
is the situation of human rights
defenders.

“Although the climate for
human rights defenders has im-
proved in recent years, rights or-
ganisations voiced concern that
2015 still saw the harassment
and arrests of workers’ represent-
atives, farmers protesting against
land grabs, community leaders
challenging destructive  min-
ing practices as well as citizens
using social media to express
their views peacefully,” said the
MCRB.

A final key priority area for
next year is public participation
in responsible business.

The statement stressed the

need of making public engage-
ment and full disclosure of infor-
mation compulsory in many pro-
jects and supporting civil society
in its efforts to hold companies
to account and ensure that devel-
opment strategies benefit local
communities.

“As Myanmar embarks on a
new phase of transition in 2016,
a range of challenges and oppor-
tunities exist for strengthening
public participation,” it said.

The MCRB, a Yangon-based
initiative funded by a number of
European countries, is a neutral
platform that aims to improve
knowledge, capacity and dia-
logue concerning responsible
business in Myanmarin coopera-
tion with businesses, civil society
and the government.
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Traffic flowing on Sule Pagoda Road in Yangon. PHoto: YE MyinT

LOCAL NEWS 9

Let’s Win-Win Together

Loving-kindness is of paramount importance for the peace and
happiness

Enduring patience is the highest austerity

To avoid evil, to cultivate good and to cleanse one’s mind-this is

the teaching of the Buddhas
Should a person do good, let him do good it again and again; for
blissful is the accumulation of good
Wonderful indeed, it is to subdue the mind, so difficult to subdue,
ever swift, seizing whatever it desires

11l done is that action doing which one repents later, and the fruit
of which one, weeping, reaps with tears.

Not despising, not harming, restraint according to the code of
monastic discipline, moderation of food, dwelling in solitude,
devotion in meditation-this is the teaching of the Buddhas.
Wisdom never becomes perfect in one whose mind is steadfast,
who knows not the Good Teaching and whose faith wavers
Indeed, association with the wise is happy, like meeting one’s
own kinsmen; one will always be happy by not encountering
fools
Neither in the sky nor in mid-ocean, nor by entering into moun-
tain clefts, nowhere in the world is there a place where one will
not be overcome by death
To one ever eager to revere and serve the elders, those four bless-
ings accrue: long life and beauty, happiness and power
One who, while himself seeking peace and happiness, does not
oppress with violence other beings who also desire peace and
happiness, will find peace and happiness hereafter
Good is restraint in thought; good is restraint in speech; good is
restraint in bodily action; restraint everywhere is good
Exert yourself; O holy man! Cut off the stream (of craving), and
discard sense desires
The wise ones ever meditative and steadfastly persevering, alone
experience Nibbana, the incomparable freedom from bondage
He, who inflicts violence on those who are unarmed and offends
those who are inoffensive, will soon come upon one of ten woe-
ful states
Ever grows the glory of him who is energetic, mindful and pure
in conduct, discerning and self-controlled, righteous and heedful
Realize that”Calm is his thought; calm is his speech and calm is
his deed, who, truly knowing is wholly freed, perfectly tranquil
and wise.”

Htun Tin Htun

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The Asiatic elephant is an endangered species distributed
across South and SE Asia including Myanmar. Human-elephant
conflicts due to rapid loss of habitats and indiscriminate poaching
have marginalized the wild population of elephants in Myanmar.
Donating elephants to temples is a century old socio-religious cus-
tom in South and SE Asia. This is a not an acceptable practice in
a new millennium involving an endangered wildlife species and
people need to understand that. | can understand that this is not
easy as it has a social aspect to this and deals with the faith of a
vast section of religious minded people. But supporting supersti-
tions and in appropriate activities in the name of religion cannot
be tolerated. Constant campaign and public education need to be
initiated to build general consensus and public opinion against this
age old tradition. It is also important for the lawmakers in South
and SE Asia to take this issue to their respective parliaments for
discussion.

The Government of India, Thailand and Sri Lanka have es-
tablished elephant shelters for the sick and old elephants. Fur-
thermore, India also banned the trade on elephants and use any
elephants in circus and other recreation purposes to protect the en-
dangered species. Several Indian birds are also bought and sold in
this market and needs to be completely banned. The traders could
be provided with some support or package to change their profes-
sion or may be absorbed in the forest department works as they are
trained trackers and have multitude of experiences that may help
in the efforts for conservation. My humble request to the Govern-
ment of Myanmar through your esteemed daily is to kindly take
some initiative in slowly banning the buying, donating, holding
and caging of wild elephants in Myanmar following examples of
from adjacent countries in the region.

Thanking you
Sincerely yours
Saikat Kumar Basu
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Iraq urges UN council to demand immediate Turkish troop withdrawal

UNITED NATIONS Iraq
appealed to the United Nations
Security Council on Friday to de-
mand an immediate and uncondi-
tional withdrawal of all Turkish
troops from northern Iraq, calling
Turkey’s military incursion a “fla-
grant violation” of international
law.

“We call on the Security
Council to demand that Turkey
withdraw its forces immediately
.. and not to violate Iragi sover-
eignty again,” lIragi Ambassador
Mohamed Ali Alhakim said in a
letter to US Ambassador to the

United Nations Samantha Power,
president of the Security Council
this month.

“This is considered a flagrant
violation of the principles of the
UN Charter, and a violation of Iraqi
territorial integrity and sovereignty
of the state of Iraq,” the letter said,
according to an unofficial transla-
tion of the Arabic original.

The letter, which was seen by
Reuters, was sent after Iragi Prime
Minister Haider al-Abadi instruct-
ed the Foreign Ministry to lodge a
formal complaint at the United Na-
tions. One diplomat on the 15-na-

tion Security Council said on con-
dition of anonymity that there were
no immediate plans to convene a
special meeting during the week-
end in response to the Iraqi letter.

Turkish President Tayyip Er-
dogan said on Friday that he would
not bow to Iragi demands to with-
draw Turkish troops from a camp
close to the Islamic State-held city
of Mosul. Alhakim made clear that
bilateral diplomacy had failed so
far to end the dispute between the
two neighbours.

“Irag worked on containment
of this issue by diplomatic means

and bilateral talks, but these ef-
forts did not succeed in convinc-
ing Turkey to withdraw its occu-
pying forces from lIraqi territory,”
Alhakim wrote to Power, noting
that the Turkish incursion was an
“aggressive act.” He added: “As-
sistance with military training and
advanced technology and weapons
to fight the Islamic State terrorist
entity must be based upon bilateral
and multilateral agreements and in
full respect of the national sover-
eignty and Iragi constitution, and in
coordination with the Iragi armed
forces.” The dispute over the de-

ployment has soured relations be-
tween Ankara and Baghdad, which
denies having agreed to it. Ankara
says the troops were sent as part
of an international mission to train
and equip Iraqi forces to fight Is-
lamic State, which has seized large
parts of Syria and Iraq.

The Turkish military is help-
ing to train local Iraqgi volunteers
and Kurdish peshmerga who are
preparing for a long-anticipat-
ed offensive to retake Mosul, a
major northern city seized by Is-
lamic State more than a year ago.
—Reuters

Swiss arrest two Syrians;
traces of explosives in car

GENEVA Two  Syrian
nationals were arrested in Geneva
on Friday and traces of explosives
were found in their car, the local
newspaper Tribune de Geneve
and Swiss television said.

The newspaper gave no de-
tails on the identity of the two
men or the circumstances of
their arrest. It said it was unclear
whether the arrests were linked
to a heightened security alert Ge-
neva authorities had declared on
Thursday. It remained in effect at
level 3 on a scale of 5.

“Two men of Syrian origin
were arrested in Geneva on Fri-
day,” Swiss television said on its
nightly news broadcast. “Traces
of explosives were found in their

ar.”” Geneva officials were not
immediately available to com-
ment, but a source close to the
case told Reuters that two men
had been arrested, without giving
any details.

Swiss media and Reuters
have reported that authorities are

looking for four men believed to
have been in Geneva this week. A
van with Belgian plates and two
men entered Switzerland from
France via the Jura mountains on
Tuesday and went back to France
after three few hours, Swiss tele-
vision said.

Earlier on Friday, Swiss
President Simonetta Sommaruga
said that Swiss federal authorities
had put Geneva on a high security
alert this week after getting a tip
from foreign authorities about a
suspected Islamic State cell in the
region. Two sources confirmed
to Reuters that the Central Intel-
ligence Agency had provided a
photo of four men to Swiss au-
thorities on Wednesday, saying
they could be on Swiss territory.

The photo, published in
Swiss newspapers, showed four
bearded men seated, with their
faces blurred and index fingers
raised in the air. A CIA spokes-
man in Washington declined to
comment on Thursday.—Reuters

Head of Geneva police Monica Bonfanti (L) meets with United Nations
Director-General Michael Moeller outside the UN European headquar-
ters in Geneva, Switzerland on 11 December. PHoto: REUTERS

Islamic State can make fake Syrian passports

Residents drive across a street with a fluttering Islamic State flag, in Tel Abyad town on the Syrian-Turkish
border, Ragqa countryside in 2014. Proto: ReuTers

WASHINGTON A US
government agency report has
warned that Islamic State has the
ability to create fake Syrian pass-
ports, a federal official confirmed
on Friday.

A spokeswoman for US Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment confirmed the contents of a
story by CNN on Friday about the
report, but declined to provide a
copy of the report.

The report says Islamic State
has access to Syrian government
passport printing machines and
blank passports, raising the possi-
bility the travel documents could
be faked, CNN reported, citing a
law enforcement source. The CNN

source added that there was also
concern that because the militant
group had access to biographical
and fingerprint data on Syrian citi-
zens, there was also a possibility of
identity theft.

ABC News, which first re-
ported the story on Thursday, said
the report was released to law en-
forcement by the Homeland Se-
curity Investigations agency last
week and raised the possibility that
militants could use the documents
to travel to the United States.

“Since more than 17 months
[have] passed since Ragga and
Deir ez-Zour fell to ISIS, it is pos-
sible that individuals from Syria
with passports ‘issued’ in these

ISIS-controlled cities or who had
passport blanks, may have traveled
to the US,” ABC News quoted the
report as saying.

State Department spokes-
man John Kirby, asked at a brief-
ing on Friday about the ABC
report, replied: “We have been
aware of reports, not just in the
press, that they may have ob-
tained this capability.”

FBI Director James Comey
told a Senate committee hearing
on Wednesday: “The intelligence
community is concerned that they
[Islamic State] have the ability, the
capability to manufacture fraudu-
lent passports, which is a concern
in any setting.” —Reuters

Saudi Arabian women vote for first time in local elections

RIYADH Saudi  Arabian
women voted for the first time
yesterday in local council elec-
tions and also stood as candidates,
a step hailed by some activists in
the Islamic patriarchy as a histor-
ic change, but by others as merely
symbolic.

“As a first step it is a great
achievement. Now we feel we are
part of society, that we contribute,”
said Sara Ahmed, 30, a physiother-

apist entering a polling station in
north Riyadh. “We talk a lot about
it, it’s a historic day for us.”

The election, which follows
men-only polls in 2005 and 2011,
is for two thirds of seats on coun-
cils that previously had only ad-
visory powers, but will now have
a limited decision making role in
local government.

This incremental expansion
of voting rights has spurred some

Saudis to hope the Al Saud ruling
family, which appoints the nation-
al government, will eventually car-
ry out further reforms to open up
the political system.

Saudi Arabia is the only
country in which women can-
not drive and a woman’s male
“guardian”, usually a father, hus-
band, brother or son, can stop
her travelling overseas, marry-
ing, working, studying or having

some forms of elective surgery.

Under King Abdullah, who
died in January and who announced
in 2011 that women would be able
to vote in this election, steps were
taken for women to have a bigger
public role, sending more of them
to university and encouraging fe-
male employment.

However, while women’s suf-
frage has in many other countries
been a transformative moment in

the quest for gender equality, its
impact in Saudi Arabia is likely to
be more limited due to a wider lack
of democracy and continued social
conservatism.

Before Abdullah announced
women would take part in this
year’s elections, the country’s
Grand Mufti, its most senior reli-
gious figure, described women’s
involvement in politics as “open-
ing the door to evil”. —Reuters
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Wirecard to process Alipay payments
for Chinese tourists in Europe
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“ Alipay wallet

A sales assistant sits behind and under Alipay logos at a train station

in Shanghai. PHoto: ReuTERS

FRANKFURT — Alipay, a unit
of Chinese e-commerce giant Al-
ibaba and German banking soft-
ware company Wirecard AG,
said on Friday the companies
have agreed to a deal to provide
mobile phone payment services
for Chinese tourists visiting Eu-
rope. In Europe, the payments
process will be run through Wire-
card and run on existing payment
terminals with no software up-
grades necessary, the companies
said in a joint statement.

Customers  paying for

goods with Alipay show their
phone to a retail clerk who scans
a barcode symbol with a check-
out scanner. Alipay counts more
than 400 million active users of
its payment systems in China,
representing an estimated 80
percent of the mobile payments
market and 50 percent of the on-
line market in the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy.

Its electronic wallet system is
widely used in both retail shops
and for online transactions.—
Reuters
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Two credit rating agencies
warn of UK ‘Brexit’ risk

LONDON — Two credit rating
agencies said on Friday that Brit-
ain risked a hit to its creditworthi-
ness and possibly a downgrade
due to Prime Minister David
Cameron’s decision to hold a
vote on whether to leave the Eu-
ropean Union.

Shortly after the Internation-
al Monetary Fund said the ref-
erendum could hurt Britain’s
growth prospects, Standard &
Poor’s said it was keeping its out-
look for Britain’s top-notch rating
at negative, while Fitch affirmed
a rating that was one notch weak-
er.

S&P reiterated its decision in
June to put the country on notice
that it faced a one-in-three chance
of a downgrade in the next two
years, and Fitch said a vote to
leave would be “moderately neg-
ative” and could trigger a move
by Scotland to leave the United
Kingdom.

S&P challenged one of the
main arguments of supporters of
a British exit from the EU, saying

immigration had been positive
overall for the economy over the
past decade.

It repeated its view that the
referendum represented a risk to
Britain’s large financial services
sector, its exports, and the wider
economy. If Britain quit the EU,
it could jeopardise its ability to
fund a large deficit in its balance
of payments.

“In a worst-case scenario, a
Brexit could also harm the ster-
ling’s role as a global reserve cur-
rency, removing what has been a
significant support for our ‘AAA’
rating on the UK since the start of
the global financial crisis,” it said.

S&P said it expected Brit-
ain’s government would reach a
compromise with the rest of the
EU on reforms of the bloc in the
first half of next year and both
agencies said most voters in Brit-
ain would reject a so-called
‘Brexit’ in the referendum.

But S&P noted that the
‘leave’ campaign was better
funded and organised than the

‘remain’ campaign, raising the
risk of a vote to leave the EU.

S&P’s chief European sover-
eign rating officer told Reuters in
October that Britain’s credit rat-
ing could be cut by as much as
two notches if it leaves the EU.

Fitch said the outcome of
Britain leaving the European Un-
ion was highly uncertain, and
would hinge on lengthy, complex
talks.

“The implications for the
rating would depend on several
factors, including the impact on
medium-term growth and invest-
ment prospects, the UK’s exter-
nal position, and the risk of trig-
gering a second referendum on
Scottish  independence,” Fitch
said. A separate plan to devolve
powers to Scotland and Wales
could distract the government
from fixing some fundamental
problems in the economy such as
a shortage of new housing which
would hurt Britain’s competitive-
ness, S&P said on Friday.
—Reuters

China factory output strengthens,
investment up in sign of stabilising economy

BENING — China’s activity
data was stronger than expected
in November, with factory output
growth picking up to a five-
month high, signalling that a flur-
ry of stimulus measures from
Beijing may have put a floor un-
der a fragile economy.

Factory output grew an an-
nual 6.2 percent in November,
the National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) showed, quickening from

October’s 5.6 percent and beat-
ing expectations of 5.6 percent.

Growth in China’s fixed-as-
set investment, one of the main
drivers of the economy, rose 10.2
percent in the first 11 months,
unchanged from the gain in the
January-October. Analysts had
forecast a 10.1 percent rise in the
January-November period.

Retail sales growth expand-
ed at an annual 11.2 percent in

November — the strongest ex-
pansion this year, compared with
11.0 percent in October. Analysts
had forecast 11.1 percent growth
in November.

“While low base could be
the factor driving the headline
growth, we still have to acknowl-
edge that China’s data are illus-
trating signs of stabilisation, al-
beit at a low level,” said Zhao
Hao, senior economist at Com-

An employee works at a factory of Dongbei Special Steel Group Co., Ltd., in Dalian, Liaoning Province, China.
PHoto: REUTERS

merzbank in Singapore, The
data came after weak trade and
inflation readings earlier this
week, which underscored the
persistent slack in the economy.

The world’s second-big-
gest economy has been hit by
weak demand at home and
abroad, factory overcapacity
and challenges posed by its
transition to a consumption-led
growth model from one reliant
on investments.

Now with the US Federal
Reserve poised to raise interest
rates for the first time in almost
a decade at next week’s review,
the risk of intensifying capital
outflows has added to Beijing’s
policy challenge.

Over the past year Chinese
authorities have launched the
most aggressive policy stimulus
since the 2008/09 global finan-
cial crisis, including cutting in-
terest rates six times since late
2014.

Premier Li Kegiang said
earlier this month that China
was on track to reach its eco-
nomic growth target of about 7
percent this year, and the econo-
my was going through adjust-
ments to maintain reasonable
medium- to long-term growth.
But that would still mark China’s
weakest economic expansion in a
quarter of a century, and some an-
alysts believe real growth levels
are much weaker than official
data suggest—Reuters

Over 70% of high
school students
graduating next
spring secure job

TOKYO — More than 70 percent
of high school students who wish
to work after graduation next
spring had secured a job as of 31
October, showing an improvement
for the sixth consecutive year, the
education ministry said Friday.

At 73.4 percent, the rate was
up 2.3 percentage points from the
corresponding time a year earlier,
maintaining the figure above 70
percent for the second year.

“An improving trend of the
economy has caused the job-to-ap-
plicants ratio to increase,” said an
official of the Ministry of Educa-
tion, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology.

The ministry surveyed ap-
proximately 193,000 students
seeking jobs among the 1.07 mil-
lion students graduating from pub-
lic or private high schools across
Japan. The number of students who
have found jobs to take after gradu-
ation by the end of October was
141,000.

The percentage of male high
school students who have found
jobs rose 1.9 points to 74.8 percent,
while the figure for female students
increased 2.9 points to 71.2 per-
cent. By specialty, industrial high
school students had the highest job
offer rate at 86.9 percent, followed
by those studying commerce and
agriculture at 78.5 and 77.5 percent
respectively. The rate for regular
high schools stood at 59.8 per-
cent.—Kyodo News
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More rain to hit Pacific Northwest amid mudslide concerns
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A tree branch is pictured on Issaquah-Hobart Road Southeast as crews work to restore a broken power pole in Issaquah, Washington. Proto: ReuTters

SEATTLE — A storm system
moving across the western Unit-
ed States will bring heavy rain
once again to the drenched Pacif-
ic Northwest and northern Cali-
fornia on Friday, forecasts said,
as officials warned of renewed
mudslides and flooding follow-
ing the record rainfall.

In addition to more rain,
strong winds and mountain snow
were expected across the Cas-
cades, Sierra and northern Rock-
ies, the National Weather Service
said.

In Oregon, where two wom-
en died in storm-related acci-
dents, Governor Kate Brown

declared a state of emergency for
13 counties. On Friday, Brown
told a news conference that more
than 40 landslides had hit state
highways.

“Heavy rains and wind have
required the evacuation of resi-
dences, and mudslides and high
water have severely damaged or

blocked major roadways in these
areas of the state,” she said in a
statement. This week’s unusu-
ally powerful storms broke at
least five weather records for the
Seattle area, including the wet-
test first nine days in December,
forced the closure of an interstate
highway and swamped dozens of

streets and bridges.

The storm felled trees,
knocked out power to thousands
of customers, and sent streams
and rivers overflowing their
banks.

Two northbound lanes of In-
terstate 5, which connects Seattle
to Portland, had been reopened to
traffic by Friday after closing due
to a mudslide.

Emergency management of-
ficials in both Washington and
Oregon have warned of more
mudslides after days of ground
saturation.

In Oregon, a 60-year-old
Portland woman died in bed
this week when a tree fell on
her house and another woman
drowned when her car became
submerged in the state’s north,
officials said.

In a rare event for the Pacific
Northwest, the National Weath-
er Service on Thursday said it
had received reports of a mod-
erate-strength tornado in Battle
Ground, Washington. Television
footage showed residents clear-
ing debris from roads and blue
tarps covering damaged roofs.

NWS forecasters have also
warned Alaskans about a power-
ful encroaching storm that could
bring hurricane-force winds to
the Aleutian Islands over the
weekend. AccuWeather said that
system could become “the strong-
est on record” for the region.

Meteorologists say the El
Nino  weather  phenomenon,
which can trigger above-average
precipitation on the West Coast,
is expected to remain strong
through this winter—Reuters

Nile dam meeting ends with
no deal, to resume next day

KHARTOUM — Foreign and
water ministers of Sudan, Egypt
and Ethiopia on Friday ended
their closed-door meetings in
Khartoum with not agreement on
issues regarding the Grand Ethio-
pian Renaissance Dam (GERD).

The closed-door meetings
continued for about four hours,
while the official opening session
was not convened.

Sudanese foreign minister
Ibrahim Ghandour told reporters
that the talks would be resumed
yesterday, adding that there is
hope to bridge the gaps.

However, a source close to
the closed-door consultations
told Xinhua on condition of an-
onymity that the difference be-
tween the Ethiopian and Egyp-
tian delegations was still wide,
pointing out that the Sudanese
foreign and water ministers were
exerting intensive efforts to nar-
row the viewpoints.

According to the source,
Egypt’s demands focus on the
necessity to study the impacts of
the dam and water shares allotted
for each country concerned.

He added that Cairo also
wants Ethiopia to suspend the
construction of the dam until an
abiding agreement is reached.

Friday’s meetings were
scheduled to be held in Khartoum
last November, but Cairo insisted
on delaying the meetings so that
the foreign ministers of the three
countries would be able to join
the water ministers in a six-mem-
ber meeting.

Last March, the leaders
of Sudan, Egypt and Ethiopia
signed an initial cooperation deal
on sharing the Nile River and the
construction of the GERD.

The GERD puts Egypt on
alert as Cairo fears that the con-
struction of the dam would affect
its share in the Nile water, which
amounts to 55.5 billion cubic me-
ter, while Ethiopia reiterates that
the dam is likely to make a shift
in its wealth, namely in the field
of electricity.

The GERD, extending on
an area of 1,800 square km, is
scheduled to be completed in
three years at a cost of 4.7 billion
US dollars.—Xinhua

Finland cautious about joint EU border
troops for Schengen area

HELSINKI Finland kept
cautious towards a planned pro-
posal to create a border force to
guard the external EU frontiers
in case of emergency, fearing it
may infringe its sovereignty.

According to a plan being
prepared within the European
Commission, the border guards
could be deployed even with-
out the approval of the member
countries, local media reported
on Friday.

Finnish President Sauli Ni-
inisto said late Friday that the
thought of limiting a country’ s

power of decision seems to be
“fairly far-reaching.”

Finland is one of the Schen-
gen countries and shares a long
land border with a non-EU coun-
try — Russia.

In an interview on Finnish
national radio, Niinisto said the
assistance will certainly be wel-
come to “those who want it.”

He noted that in today’ s sit-
uation all states “perhaps are not
capable of the duties.”

Earlier in the day, chairman
of the Finnish Parliamentary De-
fence Committee Ilkka Kanerva,

who was also cautious about the
proposal, said he did not believe
EU countries would give up their
sovereignty in border issues.

An opposition by two thirds
of the EU countries would be
enough to block the plan to
send border troops to a country,
Finnish national broadcaster Yle
quoted sources in Brussels as
saying.

An Yle analysis said that
such a front of opposition could
hardly be ever created against the
backdrop of the current refugee
crisis.—Xinhua

New Argentine gov’t seeks to bolster ties with China

BUENOS AIRES
Argentina’s newly installed Pres-
ident Mauricio Macri and his
administration seek to strength-
en ties with China, the country’s
ambassador-designate to Beijing
said Friday.

“China is a trade partner,
the second-largest after Brazil,
but the No. 1 investor and No. 1

financier,” Diego Guelar said in
an interview with local radio Del
Plata.

“We have a strategic partner-
ship that has to be strengthened,
and that I’m sure we are going to
expand and develop,” he said.

“The conditions (of bilateral
ties) are hugely positive. Argenti-
na is very actively on the map of

Chinese investments and credits,
and our project is to strengthen
and continue along this line,”
Guelar said.

An experienced diplomat,
Guelar served as ambassador
to the European Union (1989-
1995), to Brazil (1995-1996) and
to the United States (1996-1999
and 2002-2003).—Xinhua
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Heathrow delay endangers investment in Britain

LONDON — Britain's
inability to decide where to
build a new airport runway
after 25 years of delibera-
tion is the latest major in-
frastructure delay that risks
hurting investment in the
world's fifth largest econ-
omy.

Prime Minister David
Cameron, who had guar-
anteed a final decision by

the end of this year, has
been accused of putting
short-term  politics over
long-term economic gain
by delaying approval until
next year.

The  decision  on
whether to build a new
runway at Heathrow in the
densely populated west of
London, or at Gatwick to
the south, will now come

after the mayoral election

in May.
The candidate for
Cameron's  Conservative

Party had threatened to
resign if the government
backed Heathrow, which
an independent report com-
missioned by the prime
minister said was the best
place for expansion.

After the delay was

An aircraft lands at Heathrow Airport near London, Britain on 11 December.
PHoto: REUTERS

announced, the boss of
British  Airways parent
IAG (ICAG.L) threatened
to quit the company's base
at Heathrow.

"Some people may say
that we have no other op-
tion," said Willie Walsh.
"Actually we do. We can
develop our business via
Madrid which has spare
capacity and Dublin where
there are plans for a cost-ef-
fective and efficient second
runway."

Joanne Segars, head
of national body the Pen-
sions and Lifetime Savings
Association, said pension
funds wanted to invest in
infrastructure.

"But for pension funds
to be able to invest further
they need a pipeline of suit-
able projects and a stable
planning  environment,"”
she said.

Britain last built a new
full-length runway in the
southeast of the country
shortly after World War
Two and successive gov-
ernments have failed to
placate those living in the
affluent  neighbourhoods
that lie under the flight
paths.—Reuters

India slaps import duties on
stainless steel to help local firms

NEW DELHI — India
imposed import duties for
five years on some stainless
steel imports from China,
the European Union and the
United States on Friday, as
the government tries to pro-
tect local companies suf-
fering from what it says is
unfair competition.

The government said
the anti-dumping duties,
on cold-rolled flat stainless
steel products, ranged from
4.6 percent to 57.4 percent.
Imports from South Korea,
South Africa, Taiwan and
Thailand will also be taxed.

The moves follows the
government's introduction
of a 20 percent import tax
on some other steel prod-
ucts in September, which
failed to contain losses for
Indian steel companies
struggling to compete due
to debts and high raw ma-
terial costs. Firms includ-
ing the Steel Authority of
India, JSW Steel and Essar
Steel have in recent months
complained that surging
imports are squeezing profit
margins. They are lobbying
the government to impose
duties on a wider range of
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from the Vessel.

ter the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV PANJA BHUM VOY NO (071N)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV PANJA
BHUM VOY NO (071N) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 13.12.2015 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S WAN HAI LINES PTE LTD

ADVERTISE WITH US!
Advertisement hot line 09 250107962, 09 251022355

from the Vessel.

ter the Claims Day.

Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV MCC MERGUI VOY NO ()

Consignees of cargo carried on MV MCC MER-
GUI VOY NO () are hereby notified that the vessel
will be arriving on 13.12.2015 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of M.1.P where it will lie at
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claim’s Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

No claims against this vessel will be admitted af-
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT (S’PORE)

PTELTD

products to protect their
market share.

"It's a welcome step
because today what is hurt-
ing the Indian manufactur-
ing sector is dumping,” said
SeshagiriRao, Joint Manag-
ing Director at JSW Steel.

Other industry experts
said the duties were limited
in scope and would be eas-
ily circumvented because
they only applied to prod-
ucts measuring up to a cer-
tain width. "On paper this
step looks good but in the
long run it is not going to
help unless the government
removes the restrictions on
width,” Indian Stainless
Steel Development Asso-
ciation President N.C. Ma-
thur told Reuters.

The Directorate Gen-
eral of Safeguards, a branch
of the finance ministry that
can impose temporary im-
port curbs, said on Tues-
day it found prima facie
evidence that increases in
imports "have caused or are
threatening to cause seri-
ous injury to the domestic
producers”, as it investi-
gates local industry com-
plaints.—Reuters

Russian, Italian
FM discuss fight
against terrorism
in Rome

ROME — The Libyan
unrest and the fight against
the Islamic State (I1S) were
at centre of talks between
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov and his Ital-
ian counterpart Paolo Gen-
tiloni here on Friday on the
sidelines of a conference
on the Mediterranean.

Lavrov told a joint
press conference after the
talks that Russia is not
seeking to join the United
States-led coalition to fight
against the IS in Syria, but
wants coordination on an
equal basis.

As regards the Libyan
issue, Lavrov said Russia is
"sincerely interested in sta-
bilization of the situation in
Libya."

"We welcome and
support efforts of the Ital-
ian colleagues aimed at the
international community’s
help to Libyans to over-
come the current split and
form a national govern-
ment," he said ahead of a
conference on Libya to be
held in Rome on Sunday.

"When such a nation-
al Libyan government is
formed it will decide how
to solve the problems Lib-
ya is facing," Lavrov also
added.—Xinhua
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Director Ron Howard gets a second
Hollywood Walk of Fame star

Ron Howard poses with his daughter Bryce Dallas Howard after he was
honoured with the 2,568" star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los
Angeles, California, on 10 December. PHoTo: REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — Hollywood
director Ron Howard has received
his second star on the Walk of
Fame, honoring his award-win-
ning career as a film maker.
Howard, who won an Oscar

for best director for “A Beautiful
Mind”, got a star on the Walk of
Fame in 1981 for a television ca-
reer that included roles in “The
Andy Griffith Show” and “Happy
Days.”

“Two stars are pretty remark-
able ... I'm going to have double
the foot traffic, twice as many peo-
ple treading on my good name, but
I think it’s a great thing and I'm
proud of that,” Howard said at the
ceremony on Thursday.

“However, my ambitions run
deep, so two is good, three would
be better and I've got a lot of en-
ergy.”

Howard, also known for
“Apollo 13” and “The Da Vinci
Code”, was accompanied by his
family and actor Michael Keaton,
whom he directed in several mov-
ies, for the ceremony on the famed
boulevard.

“I’ve been so lucky in this
business, I've worked with so
many great people,” Howard said.

“I have so few regrets, prac-
tically none, and one of them
is just only that it’s been far too
long since Michael (Keaton) and
I made a movie together, so I'm
hoping to rectify that sooner rather
than later.” Howard’s latest film is
a shipwreck story, “In the Heart of
the Sea”.—Reuters

The embroiderer strikes back. Meet
Ukraine’s Darth Vader

ODESSA — Darth Vader was
bent on galactic domination, but
his Ukrainian namesake enjoys
more mundane pursuits — local
politics, walking the family dog
and embroidery.

While audiences around the
world have had to wait 10 years
for the latest film in the Star
Wars franchise — due to be re-
leased next week — residents of
the Ukrainian port city of Odes-
sa have become used to regular
sightings of Lord Vader in his
famous masked helmet and floor-
length black cape.

A Reuters photo essay —
paints the picture: Vader on a bus,
Vader patting his horse, Vader
embroidering in his apartment,
Vader’s helmet on a shelf sur-
rounded by Orthodox icons.

The Ukrainian citizen, who

officially changed his name to
Darth Mykolaiovych Vader, ran
in October for the post of may-
or, backed up by a phalanx of
supporters dressed as Star Wars
Stormtroopers.

The Sith Lord beat out more
traditional candidates to place 15"
out of 42 candidates in the mayor-
al race, while an online petition to
appoint him prime minister later
gained more than 25,000 signa-
tures.

His popularity is probably
less a result of any significant
support for the Dark Side among
average Ukrainians than a sign
of public frustration with the po-
litical status quo amid economic
crisis and a violent separatist con-
flict.

Some Odessa residents,
meanwhile, clearly prefer the evil

Galactic Empire to their Commu-
nist past. In October a local artist
refashioned a monument to Sovi-
et revolutionary leader Vladimir
Lenin into a statue of Darth Vader.
Asked about his plans for the
future, Darth Mykolaiovych Vad-
er said he was taking things slow-
ly, but had not abandoned hope of
gaining a top government job.
“Considering the more than
25,000 signatures on the petition,
(one plan is) to oust (Prime Min-
ister Arseny) Yatseniuk and put
me, Darth Vader, on the throne as
prime minister,” he said by email.
When not campaigning for
public office, Vader enjoys his
embroidery, home improvement
and caring for his golden re-
triever in the large apartment he
shares in Odessa with his wife and
children.—Reuters

13 December 2015

Actress Daisy Ridley on
major ‘Star Wars’ role:
‘it’s very odd’

Cast member Daisy Ridley waves as she walks into a news conference
for her upcoming movie “Star Wars: The Force Awakens” in Urayasu,
Chiba prefecture, the suburbs of Tokyo. PHoTo: REUTERS

LOS ANGELES — When the
much-anticipated “Star Wars”
film opens next week, lit-
tle-known British actress Daisy
Ridley will undoubtedly become
one of the most recognised faces
in the world.

The 23-year-old plays scav-
enger Rey in “The Force Awak-
ens”, a central character in the
sci-fi movie. The reality of get-
ting such a coveted role has not
yet sunk in for the actress, whose
past credits include a few televi-
sion series appearances.

“It’s not ever something I
pictured so it’s a very odd thing,
very odd,” Ridley told Reuters in
an interview.

“When I first got cast, no one
could know, so it’s three months
of me going ‘alright I can deal
with this, this is me’,” she said.
“And then everyone else knew,
and it was like ‘OK, there’s a few
more people to deal with now’.”

“The Force Awakens”, the
first “Star Wars” film in 10 years,
also stars the saga’s old hands
Harrison Ford, Carrie Fisher and

Mark Hamill as well as newcom-
ers John Boyega and Oscar win-
ner Lupita Nyong’o.

“l started auditioning two
years ago ... and it took like sev-
en months and five auditions and
then I got cast,” Ridley said. “I
think they were just seeing many,
many girls because obviously, if
they weren’t, then I would nev-
er have been seen.” Details have
been kept secret ahead of the
film’s premiere in Los Angeles
on Monday except for a few out-
lines about the characters.

“It’s incredibly funny but
touching and the story obviously
is character-led, so there’s all of
the fun stuff,” Ridley said. “And
then there’s just a wonderful hu-
man story at the centre of it.”

Ridley is one of the few peo-
ple who has seen the film ahead
of its premiere. She said her reac-
tion after was unexpected.

“I pretended that I was fine
for about an hour and then got in
the car and wept the whole way
to the airport,” she said. “Many,
many tears.”—Reuters

Megan Fox asks parents to
get children off social media

LOS ANGELES — Actress
Megan Fox is not at all in support
of the kids being active on social
media and has urged parents to
keep their children away from it.
The 29-year-old “Jennifer’s
Body” is not a fan of social media
and feels it is toxic for the coming
generation, reported ET online.
“I think it’s really toxic for
our youth culture,” Fox told ET
on the set of Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles 2. “There is a hi-
erarchy in schools of who’s the
cool kid based on who has the
most followers and who has the
most likes. “It’s a really terrible
message to wake up every day
and have your kids going, ‘Who
liked my photo?” and “Who’s fol-

lowing me?’,” Fox said.

The actress, who has had
some really terrifying first hand
experiences with kids on Twitter,
said the young followers at times
posted destructive messages.

“When I was on Twitter for
five days, I would have 12- and
13-year-old kids going, ‘If you
don’t follow me back, I am go-
ing to kill myself.” I was like this
is (expletive) awful. “Parents
should pay attention to that and
have your kids off of it. You're
not ready for that (expletive)
when you’re a teenager. You
need to be an adult before you
can start messing around with
that. It’s irresponsible and it’s
dangerous,” she said.—PTI
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‘Refugees’ chosen as Word of
the Year 2015 in Germany

-

Migrant children from Syria pose in front of a Protestant church in Oberhausen, Germany, on 19

November. PHoto: REuTERS

BERLIN — With roughly one
million migrants arriving in Ger-
many this year, the Society for
the German language on Friday
chose “Fluechtlinge” — refugees
— as Word of the Year 2015.

In second place was “Je suis
Charlie”, a phrase that became
a widespread slogan after Janu-
ary’s attack on French satirical
newspaper Charlie Hebdo in
Paris. Then followed “Grexit”,
the term coined to describe the
risk of Greece tumbling out of
the euro.

But “Fluechtlinge”, which
comes from the verb “fluechten”
to flee — and the derivative
“ling”, a person who is character-

ized by a particular trait or fea-
ture, took the top honour because
is stood for the “dominant theme
of the year”, the jury said.

Germany is expected to re-
ceive more refugees than any
other European country this year
and the influx has hit support
for Chancellor Angela Merkel
and her Christian Democrats
(CDU).

Despite being named Time
magazine’s “Person of the Year”
for her leadership in the refugee
crisis, a poll for broadcaster ZDF
on Friday showed 49 percent of
those surveyed rated her han-
dling of the influx as rather poor.

In a sign of how greatly the

Chinese visitors help lift
Zealand accommodation business

WELLINGTON — A record
number of Chinese visitors
helped boost guest nights in the
New Zealand accommodation
sector in October, according to
official figures out Thursday.

National guest nights for
October were up 2.9 percent
year on year, said the govern-
ment’s Statistics New Zealand
agency.

“Most of the rise in October
was due to international guest
nights in the South Island, sup-
ported by domestic guest nights
in the North Island,” business
indicators senior manager Neil
Kelly said in a statement.

Domestic guest nights were
up 2.1 percent and international
guest nights were up 4.3 percent.

For the year ended October,

influx has preoccupied politi-
cians and German society this
year, two other words pertaining
to the refugee crisis were includ-
ed in the top 10.

“Durchwinken”,  referring
to the practice of other European
countries “waving through” mi-
grants as they traveled on to Ger-
many, was placed sixth, while
Merkel’s mantra “Wir schaffen
das!” which translates as “We
can do this” came tenth.

Other words making the top
10 list were “Mogel-Motor” —
cheat engine — in reference to
the Volkswagen (VOWG_p.DE)
emissions scandal and “Self-
ie-Stab” (selfie stick).—Reuters

New

national guest nights were up
4.9 percent from the October last
year.

China provided the biggest
increase in overseas visitor num-
bers in October, according to fig-
ures from the agency last month.

The number of Chinese
travellers was up 38 percent year
on year to 27,000, a record for an
October month.—Xinhua
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8:35am
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e Documentary
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e News/ International News/
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e Documentary
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* News
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Liverpool becomes England’s
first UNESCO city of music

LONDON —  Liverpool,
birthplace of one of the world’s
most famous pop groups the Bea-
tles, and home to one of Europe’s
leading orchestras, was Friday
declared as England’s first UNE-
SCO City of Music.

The accolade comes by 11
years after UNESCO made Liver-
pool’s historic waterfront a world
heritage site. Glasgow became the
first British city to receive a City
of Music title in 2008.

UNESCO said in a citation
the new title has been awarded to
the city due to music’s place at the
heart of Liverpool’s contemporary
culture, education and the econo-
my — from the live music scene
to tourism, music management
courses and digital businesses.

It was also given to the city
based on its commitment to hav-
ing a clearly defined music, ed-
ucation and skills strategy for
young people so that Liverpool
can continue to produce world
class talent.

The judges highlighted urban
festivals like Liverpool Interna-
tional Music Festival (LIMF),
Liverpool Sound City and Liver-
pool Psych Fest that have cement-
ed the city as a haven for music,
and also helped to develop young

industry professionals. The desig-
nation also noted the importance
and contribution of established
names such as the Royal Liv-
erpool Philharmonic Orchestra,
Creamfields music festival, and
LIPA, the fame school launched
by former Beatle Sir Paul McCa-
rtney.

Mayor of Liverpool Joe
Anderson said: “Liverpool is re-
nowned for its musical influence
and this status is the ultimate, and
appropriate, accolade for a city
which lives and breathes music.
I’'m confident that with the sup-
port of UNESCO, this will grow
further and people will realize that
it is not just about the city’s con-
tribution to music history, but is
about the exciting things happen-
ing right now.”

Liverpool was one of 47 cit-
ies to Friday join the UNESCO
Creative Cities Network.

UNESCO Director-Gener-
al Irina Bokova said: “The UN-
ESCO Creative Cities Network
represents an immense potential
to assert the role of culture as en-
abler of sustainable development.
I would like to recognise the many
new cities and their countries that
are enriching the network with
their diversity.” —Xinhua

/\/‘RT\/
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(11:00 Pm ~ 03:00 Am)- Saturday Repeat (07:00 Am ~ 11:00 Am)
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(For Detailed Schedule — www.myanmaritv.com/schedule)
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Myanmar National League
approves new rule

THE Myanmar National League
(MNL) Committee of Myanmar
Football Federation held a meet-
ing for the next football season at
the Novotel Hotel in Yangon on
11 December. The MNL commit-
tee decided four foreign players
should be hired for each team but
only three of them should play in
each match.

The Myanmar Football
Federation & Myanmar Nation-
al League Committee Chair-
man U Zaw Zaw, vice-chair-
man U Sai Sam Tun, owner of
the Yadanarbon FC and own-
ers of MNL Clubs, officials of
Myanmar Football Federation

attended the meeting.

U Zaw Zaw and the members
of MNL discussed the discipline
of players during the match, the fi-
nancial statement and reduction of
the number of foreign players for
upcoming seasons.

During the meeting, My-
anmar National League CEO
Mr. Jeyssing Muthiah explained
preparations for the 2016 Football
Calendar, the application of four
news clubs to the MNL 2, training
and discussion for MNL.

Executive director U Suu
Aung discussed the sponsorship of
MNL and the emergence of quali-
fied agents.—Ko Moe

SPORT
Sunday, 13 December, 2015

MNL Committee of Myanmar Football Federation meeting held at the Novotel Hotel in Yangon. PHoto: Ko Moe

JULINAR B/

Northern Ireland’s Rory Mcliroy celebrates with the trophy after win-
ning The Race to Dubai at DP World Tour Championship, Jumeirah
Golf Estates, Dubai, United Arab Emirates. PHoto: REUTERS

Engaged Mcliroy says eye
surgery opens up whole

hew world

LONDON — Newly-engaged
world number three Rory Mcll-
roy believes he can play even
better golf next year after un-
dergoing laser eye surgery this
week.

The 26-year-old Northern
Irishman, who usually plays in
contact lenses, is back home en-
joying some time off before his
2016 season begins at the Abu
Dhabi HSBC Championship on
21 January.

Mcllroy will be bidding
for a fifth major, and a career
grand slam of all the ‘Big Four’
titles, at the US Masters in April.

“It (the surgery) was suc-
cessful,” said Mecllroy while
speaking at a charity event in
Belfast where he also confirmed
he was engaged to American Er-
ica Stoll.

“I had it (Wednesday) morn-
ing in Dublin and | woke up and
it was like a whole new world,
it’s incredible,” he told the BBC.

“I’ve struggled with my
eyesight now for 10 to 15 years.
I’ve had contact lenses and
glasses and now | don’t have to
worry about any of that,” added
Mcllroy.

“I think it should hopefully
improve me on the golf course
and make everything a little bit
sharper, that’s another positive
to take into next year.”

Mcllroy was out of action
for five weeks this year and
missed the British Open at St
Andrews after rupturing ankle
ligaments playing soccer with
his friends.

Asked how he would spend
the Christmas holidays, he said
he would catch up with friends
but “probably won’t play as
much football”. Former world
number one Tiger Woods un-
derwent laser eye surgery in
1999 and 2007, winning his first
tournament back on both occa-
sions.—Reuters

Yaya Toure named BBC
African Footballer of the Year

LONDON Ivory Coast
midfielder Yaya Toure has held
off fierce competition from
Algeria’s  Yacine Brahimi,
the 2014 winner, and Gabon’s
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang to
pick up the BBC African Foot-
baller of the Year for 2015.
The Manchester City play-
er captained his country to the
African Nations Cup title in
February, ending a 23-year
wait to lift the trophy, and has
remained an integral part of his
club side throughout the year.
“African football is grow-

ing up, becoming much better
and we have fantastic young
players coming through now,”
Toure told the BBC.

“For me, to be the winner
today, I am delighted and very
happy. And as an African play-
er, | want to lead all my young-
er brothers to be successful in
the future.”

The  32-year-old  be-
came only the third play-
er to win the award twice,
following Nigerians  Jay
Jay Okocha and Nwankwo
Kanu.—Reuters

Manchester City’s Yaya Toure in action with Southampton’s Virgil van
Dijk during their Barclays Premier League at Etihad Stadium.
PHoto: ReuTeRs

Man City don’t
need new
signings, says
Pellegrini

LONDON — Manchester City
have no plans for new signings
in next month’s transfer window
despite recent inconsistency, man-
ager Manuel Pellegrini said on
Friday.

Before coming from 2-1
down with 12 minutes left to beat
Borussia Moenchengladbach 4-2
and top their Champions League
group in midweek, City had lost
three games out of four, including
a 4-1 home defeat by Liverpool
and 2-0 loss to Stoke City.

Pellegrini believes, however,
that they will be strong enough
once a number of senior players
recover from injury.

“] think we have a squad that
is the best in this moment,” he told
a news conference ahead of Satur-
day’s home game with manager-
less Swansea City.

“At the moment — no chang-
es.” Striker Sergio Aguero is still
not ready to return, although Pel-
legrini said he was due to start
training next week and hopes to be
fit to play against Arsenal in a key
game on Monday week.

Captain  Vincent Kompany
will also return to training next
week but fellow defender Pablo
Zabaleta and midfielders Fernando
and Samir Nasri are all still out.

Argentine centre half Martin
Demichelis is available again.

Pellegrini wants more goals
from Raheem Sterling, who scored
twice in the comeback against Mo-
enchengladbach.

“Raheem Sterling’s not just a
striker but one of his targets must
be to improve the amount of goals
he scores every season,” Pellegrini
said. “Playing with Kun (Aguero),
Yaya (Toure) and David (Silva)
every day is important for a young
player like Sterling. It will make
him a better player.”—Reuters
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