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President U Thein Sein visits Paddy Seed Research
Centre in Milan

MiLAN, 18 Oct— Pres-
ident U Thein Sein visited
the Paddy Seed Research
Centrein Castellod’ Agon-
ga (PV) of Milan in Italy,
on Friday.

The officials of the
centre explained the pres-
ident and party about rice
cultivation, production of
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President U Thein Sein visits Paddy Seed Research Centrein Castello d’

paddy strains and modern
agricultural machines used
in paddy production indus-
try of Italy.

The President and par-
ty then observed samples of
the paddy strains, research
works and demonstration
of paddy husking before
looking around paddy re-

search farms.

The Milan-based
PSRC was founded in
1931 and its headquarters,
making especially research
works for seed production,
land reclamation, agricul-
tural method and high qual-
ity products.

Italy is the largest

Japan-funded rural development project
aims to enhance rural livelihoods, to
increase rural incomes in targeted six

ing Rural Liveli

and |

PROJECT LAUNCH WORNSHOP

"Department of Rural Development and Asian Development Bank undertake

townships in Myanmar

a workshop to seek public consultation over implementation of Japan-fund-
ed Enhancing Rural Livelihoods and Incomes Project in six townshipsin
Myanmar. —PHoTO: YE MYINT

By Ye Myint

Yancon, 18 Oct —
The Department of Rural
Development andthe Asian
Development Bank on Fri-
day had a consultation with
local communities from

six areas in Myanmar
to boost the latters ac-
cess to the decision-mak-
ing process in a rural de-
velopment project worth
US$12-million, a grant
from the Japan Fund for
Poverty Reduction.

Series of sessions
took place at the Enhanc-
ing Rural Livelihoods and
Incomes Project Launch
Workshop in  Yangon,
with officials elaborating
on the project status and

(See page 3)

Agonga (PV) of Milan in Italy on riday.—MNA

producer of rice in Europe
with majority of rice fields
in the valey of River Po,
northern Italy, producing
around 1.6 million tonnes
of ricelast year.

The president and par-
ty also met the staff mem-
bers of families of Myan-
mar mission in Milan at the

NH President.
In the evening, the
president and Myan-

mar delegates joined the
dinner at NH President
Hotel served by Claudio
Descalzi, Chief Execu-
tive Officer of Eni Energy
Company.

MNA

South Korea
to help
develop 100
villages in
Myanmar

Pace-3 ®
Infrastructural
development
needs effective
use of revenues
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Shrimp pro-
ducers plan to
resume their
breeding in
coming season
with advanced
tech
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Correction
Please read FIFA U
20 World Cup instead of
UEFA U-20 World Cup
in the news under the
heading “Myanmar U-19
winning tickets UEFA

U-20 World Cup”.—Ed

Gem stones sales continue in capital city

Nay Pvyi Taw, 18
Oct—Gem stones and utili-
ty jade lots were put up for
sale through the open ten-
der system for the fifth day
at the Maniyadna Jade Hall
here on Saturday, with Un-
ion Minister for Mines Dr
Myint Aung encouraging
highest bidders, sources

{‘___f =

said.

The jade sale attracted
local gem merchants.

U Myint Han, chair-
man of the Myanmar Gems
and Jewellery Entrepre-
neurs Association (Manda-
lay), said that selling jade
lots in local currency not
only benefitted local gem

a

Bidders put their bidding forms in tender boxes on the fifth day of gems and

merchants but also local
markets for finished gem
stones. A local gem mer-
chant suggested that jade
lots should be placed in
the same serial order and
that spaces between them
should be wide enough for
visitors to examine with
ease—MNA

utility jade salesin Nay Pyi Taw.—mNa
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Union Finance Minister arrives back home after
participating in IMF and WBG meetings

Nay Py1 Taw, 18 Oct
—Union Minister for Fi-
nance U Win Shein ar-
rived back in Yangon on
Wednesday after attend-
ing the annual and spring
meetings of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund
(IMF) and the World Bank
Group (WBG) in Wash-
ington, D.C, discussing
Myanmar’s participa-
tion in implementing the

WBG’s goals and collab-
oration between Myanmar
and IMF.

During the meeting
periods, U Win Shein
signed two agreements on
establishing ~ ASEAN+3
macroeconomic research
office and on providing
the World Bank’s US$80
million worth loans to My-
anmar’s education reform
and the government of

6" ASEAN+3 Committee on
Women discusses promotion
of opportunities for women

YancoN, 18 Oct —
Myanmar hosted the 6%
ASEAN +3 Committee on
Women (6" ACW+3) on
Friday in Yangon, aim-
ing to discuss progress of
women and gender equity
actions, participation of
women in decision making
processes and further coop-
eration among ASEAN+3
countries.

The meeting focused
on promoting women’s
opportunities in the ASE-
AN region with the help of
the ASEAN and its partner
countries. The attendees
discussed women’s par-
ticipation in the country’s

reforms and future plan to
implement research pro-
gram on women which
plays a vital role in the
development of women
sector, amending the wom-
en-related laws and elimi-
nating all forms of discrim-
ination against women.

The Ministry of Social
Welfare, Relief and Reset-
tlement is now drafting a
law on prevention of vio-
lence against women. It is
expected to finish at the end
of year.

The National Commit-
tee for Women’s Affairs in
cooperation with the UN
agencies and internation-

Australia’s cash assistance
worth US$17 million to
Myanmar.

He held meetings with
Mr Axel Van Trotsenburg,
the World Bank’s vice
president for East Asia and
Pacific, to discuss progress
of the current running
WB’s assistance projects
in Myanmar; with U.S.
Treasury Secretary Jacob
J. Lew and Mr Charles

Union Minister Dr Daw Myat Myat Ohn Khin addresses the 6" ASEAN+3

al organizations has been
implemented its national
strategic plan to develop
women’s lives, source said.

Rivkin, Assistant Secre-
tary of State for Economic
and Business Affairs, to
discuss promotion bilater-
al ties between Myanmar
and the U.S and with Mr
Keiichiro Nakazawa, Ex-
ecutive advisor of Japan
International Cooperation
Agency (JICA), to discuss
providing of Japan’s de-
velopment loans to Myan-
mar.—MNA

Union Border Affairs Minister
inspects Youth Development
Training School in Sittway

NAy Pyr Taw, 18 Oct
— Union Minister for Bor-
der Affairs Lt-Gen Thet
Naing Win together with
Rakhine State Chief Min-
ister U Maung Maung Ohn
inspected the Border Areas
National Races Youth De-
velopment Training School
on Thursday in Sittway
Township of the State.

They inspected the
two-storey

progress  of

Present at the meeting
were Union Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Dr Daw Myat

YESB to be transformed into a public company

Nay Pyr Taw, 18 Oct
— Yangon Electricity Sup-
ply Board is holding discus-
sions to transform itself into
a public company, accord-
ing to Chairman U Aung
Khaing of the YESB.

The government will
hold 51 percent share of the
public company while 49
percent of the company’s
share will be offered to the
public.

“After we have trans-
formed the board into a

public company, we will
be able to work more effec-
tively and we also hope that
we can get a lot of advice
from everyone,” U Aung

Khaing said.
However, Dr Aung
Tun Thet, an economic

advisor to the president
said, “Before transforming
into a public company, the
board should stop receiving
guidance from the ministry
concerned and stand on its
own foot. Only when does

it succeed in doing so and
have enough confidence, it
should be transformed into
a public company. Priori-
ty should also be given to
local partner rather than to
foreign firms.”

Five laws are applied to
transforming the board into
a public company including
the new Electricity Law
(2004), the Special Compa-
nies Act (1950), Myanmar
Companies Act (1914), the
Myanmar National Invest-

ment Law and the Foreign
Investment Law.

“We should find out
what the public need most.
If we do not know this, the
transformation will not be
successful,” said U Kyaw
Kyaw Hlaing, a participant
in the discussions.

Between April and
August 2014, the YESB
distributed 2,033.330 units
of electricity to Yangon
City.—Myitmakha (Edited
by MWT (GNLM))

Studying professional technigue in Japan

YancoN, 18 Oct -
Leading Japanese pro-
fessional training  col-

leges(SENMON GAKKO)
will hold education fair
at Myanmar Japan Center
(12th Floor, UMFCCI of-
fice tower, No.29, Min Ye
Kyaw Swar Street, Yan-
gon) on November 1st.
Myanmar attracts many
foreign industries as new
investment destination. In
spite of that difficulty of
securing qualified human

resources has been pointed
out nowadays. Rather than
unskilled workers in facto-
ries, especially people with
the so-called vocational
practical engineers, factory
administrator, intermediate
engineers, IT technicians,
accounting clerks, and pro-
fessional interpreters, etc.,
are in shortage. The devel-
opment of human resources
with technical and practical
knowledge will become in-
creasingly important.

There are government
owned vocational schools
in Myanmar. But they are
not enough to meet with
business needs in vari-
ous aspects due to lack of
teaching materials, equip-
ments and qualified teach-
ers. Human resource devel-
opment in the private level
has been actively achieved
among young entrepre-
neurs of Myanmar and they
opened vocational schools
on its own around Yangon

in recent years. The support
of vocational training by
public organizations over-
seas also has begun.
Senmon Gakko is one
of the major players for
Practical Human resources
development in the history
of Japanese Industrial de-
velopment after World War
Il. There are more than
2,800 schools in the nation.
The graduates of profes-
sional training college have
high employment rate be-

G

Myat Ohn Khin, Union
Minister for Culture Daw
Sanda Khin, the president
of Myanmar Women’s Af-

building and dining hall
in the school compound
constructed by  Arthan
Construction Co., Ltd. and
urged the officials to carry
out their works with quali-
ty products and try to meet
their targets.

They also called on the
faculty members and stu-
dents from the school and
presented cash assistance
to them.—MNA

5 of
The Thirteenth Mesting of the ASEAN Committee on

Wemen (13" ACW) and

The Sirth Meeting of ASEAN Plus Thres Committss sn
Wamen (6" ACW+3)
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Committee on Women.—mnNa

fairs Federation, delegates
from the ASEAN countries
and the UN, and depart-
mental officials.—MNA

Six Myanmar companies
secure national
business awards

YancoN, 18 Oct—
Six Myanmar entrepre-
neurs won the outstanding
awards at national level in
six sectors of the ASEAN
Business Award.

These award winners
were Kanbawza Bank Ltd
for Corporate Excellence
sector, FAME Pharmaceu-
ticals Industry Ltd for the
Innovation sector, Myan-
mar Airways International
for the ASEAN Centricity
sector, Kelvin Chia Yan-
gon for the Micro & Small
Medium Enterprises sec-

tor, Blue Ocean Operating
Management Co Ltd for
the Young Entrepreneurs
sector and City Mart Hold-
ing Co Ltd for the Women
Leaders sector.

The award winning
enterprises are to take part
in the ASEAN Business
Award contest together
with over 120 companies
of ASEAN countries.

The prizes will be pre-
sented to national award
winners and  ASEAN
award winners on 11 No-
vember.—UMFCCI

cause of their skill. As for
Myanmar, there should be
enhancement of Industrial
human resource develop-
ment for future economic
growth.

The needs for talent-
ed Myanmar students are
growing and the job fair
dedicated for Myanmar
grads of Japanese school is
held sometimes in Tokyo.

There is a description

of the curriculum and over-
view of the school in the
morning. It is oriented to
such teachers to carry out
the career guidance. Study
abroad consultation for
students is carried out in
the afternoon. Admission
is free for all. For further
information please con-
tact myanmaryellowpag-
es@gmail.com  TEL:01-
242758,243074).—GNLM
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President
U Thein Sein seen at
the dinner served by
Claudio
Descalzi, Chief
Executive Officer of
Eni Energy Company
at the NH President
Hotel on Friday.
(News on page 1)

MNA
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University of Medical Technology will award
degree in Prosthetics and Orthotics next

academic year

By Khaing Thanda Lwin

YanNGoN, 17 Oct—The
University of Medical Tech-
nology under the Depart-
ment of Medical Science
is planning a new degree
course in prosthetics and
orthotics in the coming ac-
ademic year in partnership
with the Nippon Foundation
and the Exceed, according
to the National Rehabilita-
tion Hospital in Yangon.

Saw Alfred, a pros-
thetic and orthotic expert at
the National Rehabilitation
Hospital, told the Global
New Light of Myanmar on
Saturday.

He said the Bachelor
of Medical Technology
(Prosthetics and Orthot-
ics) is aimed at developing
the prosthetic and orthotic
sector in the country and
producing at least 16 pro-
fessionals annually. He

went on to say that trainees
will have opportunities to
receive technology-related
knowledge plus practical
functions from foreign ex-
perts throughout the four-
year course. Currently,
Myanmar has only 12 local
professionals with interna-
tionally recognized diplo-
mas and performing their
duties at seven prosthetics
and orthotics workshops
across the country.

The International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) and the Ministry of
Health are reported to have
made plans to jointly con-
duct two P & O workshops
in Kengtung and Myitkyina,
according to Alfred.

He estimated that there
are about 100,000 prosthet-
ic and orthotic device users
all over the country, most of

A

Saw Alfred, a pros-
thetic and orthotic
expert at the National
Rehabilitation
Hospital.
PHoro:
KHAING THANDA LWIN

whom are between the ages
of 16 to 40 years.
According to statistics
by the National Rehabil-
itation Hospital in 2013,
accidents and workplace in-
juries, which are considered
leading causes of disability,
account for 56% of artificial
limbs users nationwide.
GNLM

Raw feed prices may go up within next four
months: Myanmar Aqua-feed Association

By Khaing Thanda Lwin

Yancon, 18 Oct—“This year’s an-
imals and aqua-feed ingredients prices
may not be higher than previous years but
it is expected that broken rice, corn, and

soya bean prices are likely to go up in the

coming four months,” said Dr Thet Hmu
of Myanmar Aqua-feed Association.
According to the report at the end of
September, feed prices remain unchanged.
Corn’s prices are cold. And sesame oil-
cake prices are going down, he added. |
The Myanmar Fisheries Federation | |§
(MFF) is planning to hold a seminar on
advantages of India’s plant ingredient
which has a high protein percentage like
soya bean and it is suitable to add in the
existing livestock feeds, Dr Thet Hmu
said. Currently, the federation held a |
meeting with the U.S. Soy Bean Export
Council (USSEC) to discuss enhancing

the country’s livestock industry.

Dr Thet Hmu expressed his views that
the government should not collect taxes on
livestock feeds for development of breeding
sector. It is found that other countries have
given tax exemptions for livestock- feeds.
GNLM

South Korea to help déve_lop
100 villages in Myanmar

Nay Py1 Taw, 18 Oct-
World Friends Korea or-
ganized a conference at the
Inya Lake Hotel in Yangon
Region on 17 October, to
recount the details of South
Korea-Myanmar friendship
programmes conducted by
volunteers from both coun-
tries.

Union Minister for
Agriculture and Irrigation
U Myint Hlaing and South

Korean Ambassador to
Myanmar Mr Lee Baek-
soon delivered addresses at
the conference.

They both mentioned
the importance of lasting
friendship between Myan-
mar and South Korea and
closer cooperation between
the two governments and
two peoples.

Lee said the Korea
International Cooperation

Agency has plans to si-
multaneously carry out in-
frastructural development
projects in 100 villages.

The union minister
pledged full cooperation
for the effectiveness of the
projects, known as “Sae-
maul Undong”.

South Korea is helping
Myanmar with its agricul-
tural and rural development
tasks. —MNA

Japan-funded rural development
project aims to enhance rural...

(from page 1)
implementation arrange-
ments and methods for
village-tract prioritization
and group discussions of
those present.

The three-year project
is aimed at benefiting local
people at 96 village-tracts
from selected six town-
ships, with works to im-
prove their livelihoods and
generate their incomes.

“As the project is
clearly targeted on live-
lihood enhancement and
income generation activ-
ities, small-scale village
infrastructure chosen by
local people as they wish
to build or upgrade should
be the productive ones that
can contribute towards
betterment of livelihoods
and greater incomes of lo-
cal people”, U Khant Zaw,
deputy chief engineer of
the DRD told the media.

He continued that like
community driven devel-
opment (CDC) project
underway with the World
Bank grant in Myanmar,
similar selection criteria
were conducted for six
townships—Ngapudaw
and Thabaung in Ay-
eyawady Region, Nyaun-
gU in Mandalay Region,
Mindone in Magway Re-
gion, Ywangan in Shan
State and Bokepyin in
Taninthayi Region. But,
the given townships will
have to make village-tract
prioritization for the ER-
LIP block grants, the offi-
cial added.

“Both the projects are
going to look at rural in-
frastructure, but the only
difference is that we are
also looking at livelihood
support”, Pavit Ramachan-
dran, project officer of the
ADB, told The Global

Daw Nan Wah Nu and Daw Nan Say Owa,
representatives of Pyithu Hluttaw(Lower
House) arrived back from Singapore after
attending the Meeting on Leadership Role of
Women, Policy and Political Affairs held on
16 and 17 October.

MNA

New Light of Myanmar,
adding that the project
will be able to cover
only 16 village-tracts in a
given township while the
World Bank’s project is
covering the whole town-
ship.

According to officials,
16 village-tracts per town-
ship will benefit from the
project that will provide
$24,000 per village-tract.

During the Q&A
session, locals called for
ensuring greater transpar-
ency and accountability
to gain public satisfaction
while the project is tak-
ing place and measures to
mitigate social and envi-
ronmental impacts of the
project.

Representatives from
Bokepyin Township with
19 village-tracts made
a request for adding the
remaining  three  vil-
lage-tracts to a list of 16
priority village-tract.

In their answers to the
questions, officials assured
them of an effective mech-
anism against corruption
and that Bokepyin issue
will be taken into account
to seek ways and means
for ensuring to cover the
whole township.

GNLM
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Respects paid to retired faculty members of MU
Mathematics Department

ManpaLAY, 18 Oct—
Families and students of
Mathematics Department
of Mandalay University
held a respect paying cer-
emony at the Dhammayon
of the university in Manda-

lay on 17 October.
Alumni paid homage
to 65 retired faculty mem-
bers and gave K250,000
and gifts.
Chairman of Myan-
mar Academy of Arts and

—

Sciences Sayagyi U Thein
Myint, U Ba Min and U
Aung Sein gave words of
advices to the students.
Chairman of Organ-
izing Committee and Pro-
fessor of the department Dr

¥ e i

Thet Khaing and Secretary
of the Mathematics Asso-
ciation Dr Nyunt Swe ex-
plained matters related to
the ceremony and report of
the association.

Tin Maung (Mandalay)

Performing arts competition 2014 concludes

ManpaLAy, 18 Oct—The prize pres-
entation for winners in the Mandalay Re-
gion national races’ performing arts com-
petition took place at the National Theatre

on 16 October.

Before the prize presentation, Manda-
lay City Development Committee and 18
wellwishers donated cash to the fund for
the competition to Chairman of the Fi-
nance Subcommittee U Han Soe.

Chief Minister of Mandalay Region
U Ye Myint and region level officials pre-
sented prizes to the winners.

The winners in the competition per-
formed entertainment to the audiences.

An official gave gifts to members of

the panel of judges.

In the competition, the winners se-
cured 93 gold, 62 silver, 35 bronze medals.
Tin Maung (Mandalay)

Namkham Township
strives for elimination of

[—

narcotic drugs

Musk, 18 Oct—A talk on
elimination of poppy cultiva-
tion and danger of narcotic
drugs was given at the town
northern

hall in Namkham,
Shan State.

Chairman of the Township
Committee for Drug Abuse
Control Township Administra-
tor U Zaw Min explained elim-
ination of poppy cultivation.
Vice Chairman Police Major
Maung Aye urged the local au-
thorities to prevent recruitment
of workers to work at poppy
plantations on the hilly regions.

Head of No 22 Anti-Drug
Squad Police Major T Houng
Lwam gave lectures on sei-
zures of drug cases in Muse
District, Township Law Of-
ficer U Hsan Lin Oo on nar-

of drug abuse.

Commander of No 88
Light Infantry Division Brig-
Gen Thet Tun Oo explained
cooperation of local officials
in seizing narcotic drugs and
traffickers,
user and possessors in the
region and the drug-addicted
treatment programmes.

The talk was attended by
about 450 students, teachers,
ethnic people, departmental
personnel and local people.
They then viewed round

magazines on drug

arresting drug

wall
elimination.

cotic drugs and psychotropic
substances law and Assistant
Medical Superintendent Dr
Myo Zaw on disadvantages

Muse District IPRD
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Paddy pollination carried out
successfully at 3000-acre farmland

Nay Pyir Taw, 18
Oct—Agriculture Depart-
ment carried out pollina-
tion at the Palethwe hybrid
plantations in 3000-acre
farmland near Hotel Zone
of Dekkhinathiri Township
on Friday morning.

The best time to polli-
nate the paddy plantation at

the farm fell between 10 am
to 11.30 am on Friday, said
Deputy Head of the section
U Aung Myint Htwe.

Thanks to pollination,
the department will dis-
tribute the seeds of quality
paddy strain to local farm-
ers in the future.—Ko Pauk
(Okkar Myay)

. _ __.3" S
Project Manager Mr Darren Siow from AMB Events Group presents Best at Show Awards to
Nat Ray Co Ltd that showcased the products with most creative booth design at the Foodstuff

and Hotel Service International Expo at the Tatmadaw Convention Hall on U Wisara Road in
Yangon from 15 to 17 October.—AunG THURA

\
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Thai king continues recovery
after surgery, palace says

Banckok, 18 Oct — Thai-
land’s King Bhumibol Adulyadej,
the world’s longest-reigning mon-
arch, is continuing his recovery
in hospital following surgery to
remove his gallbladder earlier this
month, the palace said in a state-
ment on Friday.

Bhumibol’s health is a sub-
ject of keen public concern. He
is revered by many Thais and his
portrait hangs in every government
building and in many shops and
homes.

Doctors have stopped admin-
istering medicine and nutrition
intravenously, the information di-

vision of His Majesty’s Principal
Private Secretary said in the first
statement for a week on the king’s
health.

The Kking’s  temperature,
breathing and blood pressure were
all normal, the statement said.

The 86-year-old king was ad-
mitted to a Bangkok hospital late
on 3 October.

The health of Bhumibol has
formed the backdrop to a complex
crisis being fought out between
Thailand’s rival business and po-
litical elites. He is widely seen as
a unifying figure and moral arbiter
among Thais.—Reuters

Well-wishers pray for the health of Thailand’s revered King
Bhumibol Adulyadej at the Siriraj hospital in Bangkok
on 8 Oct, 2014. —REUTERS

Death toll in India from cyclone

Chinese premier eyes closer ties
with Singapore

MiLan, 18 Oct — Chinese
Premier Li Kegiang on Friday
called on joint efforts with Singa-
pore to boost ties with the south-
eastern Asian country and the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) as a whole.

Li made the remarks while
meeting with Singaporean Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong on
the sidelines of the two-day 10th
Asia Europe Meeting (ASEM)
summit.

China attaches great impor-
tance to its ties with Singapore,
Li said, adding bilateral relations
face important opportunities and
broad prospects, as the two coun-
tries will celebrate the 25th anni-
versary of the founding of diplo-
matic ties next year.

China hopes to maintain the
unique ties with Singapore, en-
hance substantial cooperation,
expand common interests, seek
new pivotal projects and cultivate
new cooperation highlights, he
said.

Li expected a fruitful annu-
al meeting of China-Singapore
bilateral cooperation mechanism
to be held later this month, say-
ing he welcomes Singapore to
participate in the development of
China’s western regions.

China’s strategic partnership
with ASEAN have entered the
second decade, and China always

Hudhud climbs to 41

BHUBANESWAR, (India)

Chinese Premier Li Kegiang (R) meets with Singapore’s Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong, in Milan, Italy,
on 17 Oct, 2014.—XINHUA

attaches great importance to its
ties with ASEAN, he said.

As Singapore will be the
coordinator between China and
ASEAN next year, Li said China
hopes to keep close coordination
with the country to achieve new
progress of China-ASEAN ties.

Praising China’s develop-
ment achievements, Lee said Sin-
gapore-China relations face new
opportunities.

Singapore hopes to work

closely with China to implement
bilateral cooperation programme,
expand cooperation with China’s
central and western regions, fa-
cilitate coordination in such areas
as logistics, investment and green
development, so as to promote
regional connectivity and sus-
tainable development, he said.

The Chinese premier will
wrap up his three-nation Europe
trip later on Friday and leaves for
home. —Xinhua

China’s HK police
arrests 26 in
Mong Kok clashes

18 Oct — The death toll
from a cyclone that hit In-
dia’s east coast last week
has risen to 41, as author-
ities struggle to restore
power, transport and com-
munication links and shel-
ter 150,000 people forced
to abandon their homes.

Cyclone Hudhud
slammed into the coast of
Andhra Pradesh and Odis-
ha states, tearing down tens
of thousands of mud-and-
thatch homes, and flatten-
ing rice, banana and sugar-
cane plantations.

“Electricity has been
restored in about 60 per-
cent of the affected area. In
next three-four days we ex-
pect to restore it in all plac-
es,” AR Sukumar, chief of
the disaster management
department of Andhra
Pradesh state, told Reuters
on Saturday.

While the death toll
jumped to 38 in Andhra
Pradesh, officials in Odisha
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Vehicles move through a flooded road next to the trees fallen over railway tracks

after being damaged by strong winds caused by the Cyclone Hudhud in the southern
Indian city of Visakhapatnam on 14 Oct, 2014. —REUTERS

said the number of people hud went on to cause sud-
who had died there was un-  den and severe snowstorms
changed at three. further north in Nepal, kill-

The tail end of Hud- ing at least 30 people on

the Annapurna circuit, a
Himalayan trek that is pop-
ular with foreign adventure
tourists.—Reuters

Honc Kong, 18 Oct —
China’s Hong Kong police
said on Saturday morning
that 26 people were arrest-
ed and at least 15 police of-
ficers injured after a night
of clashes between police
and thousands of protesters
for control of Mong Kok.

Temporary calm was
restored in the area, and the
Nathan Road is now still
occupied by protesters.

Hundreds of police of-
ficers removed barricades
in Mong Kok on Friday
morning where Occupy
movement participants had
blockaded roads and streets
since 28 September.

Police said in a state-
ment early on Saturday
morning that the protesters
were attempting to reclaim
those streets partly cleared
by the police.

HK police strongly
condemned protesters who
were illegally occupying a
section of the southbound

lanes of the Nathan Road in
Mong Kok, saying that the
protesters were attempting
to occupy the northbound
lanes of the Nathan Road
and were also charging po-
lice cordons.

Police said up to 9,000
people gathered at the
scene, and such acts were
seriously undermining
public order and safety.
They also warned protest-
ers to stop charging police.

After repeated advice
and warnings fell on deaf
ears, the police said they
used pepper spray to stop
the protesters from such
acts.

Majority of police
withdrew from the area af-
ter the protesters were dis-
persed after dawn.

Police reiterated that
they would take reso-
lute enforcement actions
against any illegal acts en-
dangering public order and
safety.— Xinhua
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Abe, Putin agree to contlnue talks on bilateral issues

MiLan, 18 Oct — Japa-
nese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe and Russian President
Vladimir Putin agreed to
continue dialogue when
they met briefly on Friday
in Milan on the sidelines of
a summit of the Asia-Eu-
rope Meeting, or ASEM.

In their first face-to-
face conversation since the
Ukraine crisis erupted, Abe
and Putin confirmed a plan
to meet formally during
the Asia-Pacific Economic
Cooperation forum summit
in Beijing in November,
according to a Japanese
official. “I place a great
emphasis on Japan-Russia
dialogue even in a difficult
situation,” Abe was quoted
by Deputy Chief Cabinet
Secretary Hiroshige Seko as
saying. “We will take time
during APEC and exchange

Supplied photo shows Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe (L) talking with
Russian President Vladimir Putin on 17 Oct, 2014, in Milan, Italy, on the sidelines
of a summit of the Asia-Europe Meeting. In their first face-to-face conversation
since the Ukraine crisis erupted, Abe and Putin confirmed their plan to meet
Jormally during the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation forum summit in Beijing
in November. —Kyopo NEws

opinions on both bilateral
and global issues.”

Abe is aiming for
a breakthrough in a
long-standing bilateral
row over Russian-held is-
lands off Hokkaido that are
claimed by Japan, while
maintaining solidarity with
the United States and Euro-
pean nations over Russia’s
actions in Ukraine, includ-
ing its annexation of the
southern region of Crimea
in March. As they sat to-
gether for about 10 minutes
at the ASEM summit in Mi-
lan, Italy, Abe urged Putin
to fully implement a cease-
fire in Ukraine.

In response, Putin said
the process has been mov-
ing forward slowly but gaps
remain between the stances
of Russia and Ukraine, Seko
said. On Friday, Putin held

talks twice with Ukrainian
President Petro Poroshenko
to discuss the normalization
of the situation in eastern
Ukraine. After the meet-
ing, joined by the leaders of
Britain, France, Germany,
Italy and the European Un-
ion, Poroshenko indicated
there was progress over dis-
ruption of Russian natural
gas supplies to the former
Soviet republic. Abe and
Putin have held five formal
meetings since Abe’s return
as prime minister in De-
cember 2012. When they
met in February in Sochi,
Russia, they agreed that
Putin would visit Japan this
fall. Putin’s trip, however,
has become difficult due in
part to opposition from the
United States — Japan’s se-
curity ally — over Ukraine.

Kyodo News

Kerry seeks to warm summit mood with dinner for China’s top diplomat

Boston, 18 Oct — US
Secretary of State John
Kerry welcomed China’s
top diplomat, State Coun-
cilor Yang Jiechi, to his
Boston home on Friday for
talks aimed at warming the
often strained US-China re-
lationship ahead of a sum-
mit between their leaders
next month.

Kerry stood outside his
imposing townhouse res-
idence in Boston’s exclu-
sive Louisburg Square to
welcome Yang with smiles
and handshakes. After their
dinner on Friday night, the
two will hold formal talks
on Saturday, when Kerry
also plans to show Yang
some of the sights of his

native city. Chinese and
US officials said the talks
would cover a broad range
of issues, including cooper-
ation against Islamic State
militants, the fight against
Ebola, and economic ties.
Shared concern about
Islamic State offers a rare
convergence of security
interests for Beijing and
Washington. “The Secre-
tary and the State Councilor
used the dinner for informal
and in-depth discussions
and to speak frankly about
ways to strengthen the bi-
lateral relationship, im-
prove cooperation on glob-
al and regional issues, and
better manage differences,”
a senior State Department

official said. China has sig-
nificant energy interests in
Iraq and is also troubled by
what it says are domestic
Islamist militants. Its state
media has reported that
militants from the western
region of Xinjiang, which
abuts Pakistan and Afghan-
istan, have sought training
from Islamic State fighters
for attacks at home.

Beijing has respond-
ed cautiously, though, to a
call by US President Barack
Obama for a broad coalition
to root out Islamic State
militants in Iraq and Syria,
saying the world should
fight terror but that the sov-
ereignty of countries must
be respected.

There has been no in-
dication of any change in
this stance and Chinese of-
ficials say Beijing is already
playing a role in support,
including training, it is pro-
viding to Irag’s army.

Analysts familiar with
US thinking expect the Bos-
ton talks to include discus-
sion of intelligence coop-
eration, including tracking
militant movements and fi-
nancing. China is also keen
to lay out a strong agenda
for a summit between its
President Xi Jinping and
Obama in Beijing on 12
November after a meeting
of the Asia-Pacific Cooper-
ation forum (APEC). China
hopes the leaders will be

Cubans, US troops could work side-hy-side in Ehola fight

Havana, 18 Oct —
Cuban doctors and US mil-
itary personnel could work
side-by-side in West Africa
as part of international ef-
forts to contain the Ebola
outbreak, possibly leading
to improved bilateral rela-
tions, a top Cuban health
official said on Friday.

The two long-time
adversaries are among the
countries aiding West Afri-
ca, where Ebola has killed
some 4,546 people since
the outbreak of the hemor-
rhagic fever began there in
March. Cuba is sending the
largest medical contingent
to West Africa from any
country in the world: 165
doctors and nurses are in
Sierra Leone and another
296 are scheduled to depart
for Liberia and Guinea next
week. The United States is
sending 3,000 military en-
gineers, medical person-
nel and other troops to the

region. “We are going to
work side by side ... with
anybody who is there, and
our health minister said in
his speech that includes the
Americans,” Jorge Perez,
director of the tropical dis-
ease hospital where Cuban
doctors train for their Eb-
ola mission, told reporters
on Friday.

“Why wouldn’t we if
we are scientists? In this
instance we are friends,”
Perez said. The Cuban
medical personnel undergo
three weeks of training at
the Pedro Kouri Tropical
Medicine Institute on the
outskirts of Havana, where
health officials set up a field
hospital of tents to simulate
conditions in West Africa.

Cuba’s first group of
165 doctors and nurses in
Sierra Leone are still un-
dergoing a 15-day training
there before treating pa-
tients. The communist-led

Caribbean island has sent
medical brigades to disas-
ter sites around the world
since the 1959 revolution
that brought Fidel Castro
to power. Cuban and US
personnel have worked to-
gether before, notably after
the Haitian earthquake in
2010. US Secretary of State
John Kerry praised the Cu-
ban effort earlier on Friday.

“We are seeing nations
large and small stepping up
in impressive ways to make
a contribution on the front
lines. ... Cuba, a country
of just 11 million people,
has sent 165 health profes-
sionals, and it plans to send
nearly 300 more,” he told
diplomats at the State De-
partment.

Perez said he received
a “boost” from the com-
ment and he believed Ker-
ry was pressing other coun-
tries to follow Cuba’s lead.

Asked if the US and

Cuban efforts could im-
prove diplomatic relations,
Perez said, “I think it could,
and | think it’s important.”

Cuba submits any
travelers coming from the
affected region to at least
21 days of isolation at the
Pedro Kouri Institute. So
far 28 people from Sierra
Leone, Guinea, Congo, Ni-
geria and Cuba have been
isolated, including 12 be-
ing held currently.

“If you don’t want to
be observed, no problem.
You have the right to go
back to your country, but
don’t come to mine,” Perez
said. Besides medical di-
plomacy, Cuba sends doc-
tors overseas in exchange
for money or goods, nota-
bly Venezuelan oil, mak-
ing professional services
a top export earner. More
than 50,000 Cuban medical
personnel are posted in 66
countries.—Reuters

US Secretary of State John Kerry greets China’s State
Councillor Yang Jiechi (R) outside Kerry’s home in
Boston, Massachusetts on 17 Oct, 2014.— REUTERS

able to announce the com-
pletion of a text of a Bi-
lateral Investment Treaty,
though difficult and lengthy

negotiations would still
have to follow over access
to sensitive sectors.

Reuters

Leaders agree to
promote financial,
economic
cooperation at
ASEM summit

MiLaN, 18 Oct — The 10" Asia-Europe Meeting
(ASEM) concluded here on Friday, with leaders pledging
to promote financial and economic cooperation through
enhanced Asia-Europe connectivity.

European Council President Herman Van Rompuy,
who chaired the summit, announced at the closing cer-
emony that the 11" ASEM summit will be held in Mon-
golia in 2016, also marking the 20" anniversary of the

ASEM.

The two-day summit, hosted by the Italian Prime
Minister Matteo Renzi, formally accepted Kazakhstan and
Croatia as its members, making the ASEM a 53-member
forum with enhanced influence.

The ASEM, founded in 1996, is a high-level in-
ter-governmental platform nurturing dialogue and coop-
eration between the two continents.

Xinhua
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Nigeria says reaches deal with Boko Haram
to free abducted girls

ABusa, 18 Oct — Ni-
geria said on Friday it had
agreed a ceasefire with Is-
lamist militants Boko Har-
am and reached a deal for
the release of more than
200 schoolgirls kidnapped
by the group six months
ago. There was no imme-
diate confirmation from the
rebels, who have wreaked
five years of havoc in Af-
rica’s top oil producer and
triggered an international
outcry by seizing the girls
from the northeast town of
Chibok in April.

“I wish to inform this
audience that a ceasefire
agreement has been con-
cluded,” said the head of
Nigeria’s military, Air
Chief Marshal Alex Badeh,
adding the deal had fol-
lowed three days of talks
with the militant sect.

Government  spokes-
man Mike Omeri said the
deal covered the release of
the captives and Boko Har-

am had given assurances
“that the schoolgirls and all
other people in their captiv-
ity are all alive and well”.
Their release would
be a huge boost for Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan,
who faces an election next
year and has been pilloried
at home and abroad for his
slow response to the kid-
napping and his inability
to quell the violence, the
biggest security threat to
Africa’s biggest economy.
The State Department
said it “could not inde-
pendently confirm” a deal
had been struck between
Nigeria and Boko Haram.
The United States is among
several Western allies help-
ing Nigeria’s military with
training and intelligence
support to tackle Boko
Haram. State Department
spokeswoman Marie Harf
said, however, the United
States would welcome an
end to hostilities and the re-

e

Rachel Daniel, 35, holds up a picture of her abducted
daughter Rose Daniel, 17, as her son Bukar, 7, sits
beside her at her home in Maiduguri in this
on 21 May, 2014 file photo.—REUTERS

turn of the schoolgirls.
Apart from one ap-
pearance on a Boko Haram
video, the girls have not
been seen since the brazen
night-time raid on the town
near the Cameroon bor-
der, although police and a
parent said last month that
one of the victims had been

Thousands march in Acapulco over
feared Mexican student massacre

AcapuLco, (Mexico)
18 Oct — Thousands
marched in the Mexican
beach resort of Acapulco
on Friday to demand an-
swers about the fate of 43
missing trainee teachers,
who authorities fear were
massacred by police in
league with gang members.

The students went
missing in the southwest-
ern state of Guerrero on 26
September after clashing
with police and masked
men, with dozens of police
being arrested in connec-

tion with a case that has
sent shockwaves across
Mexico.

Authorities say many

of the missing students
were abducted by police.

Protesters ~ marched
in central Acapulco, a re-
sort that in the 1960s was
a magnet for Hollywood
stars but is now one of
Mexico’s most dangerous
places, because of drug
gang turf wars.

“The people are fed up
with so much killing,” pro-
testers chanted.

While the march
passed peacefully, store-
fronts were boarded up
as a precaution and many
tourists  cancelled their
plans for a weekend visit.
Aside from the marchers,
there were few people on

the streets. In Acapulco’s
beach district, however,
some tourists continued to
relax undisturbed.

Many protesters were
calling for the resignation
of Angel Aguirre, the gov-
ernor of Guerrero state,
where violence has mush-
roomed in recent weeks
and months.

“Why are they killing
us?” 48-year-old labourer
Pedro Padilla wanted to
know. “We’re not here just
for the students, but also
because of what is happen-
ing in many places across
Guerrero, where the people
are very afraid of the nar-
cos.”—Reuters

released. Boko Haram,
whose name roughly trans-
lates as “Western education
is sinful’, has killed thou-
sands of people in its fight
to create an Islamic cali-
phate in the vast scrubland
of Nigeria’s impoverished
northeast.

Reuters

Passenger from
evacuated Madrid plane
tests negative for Ebola

MabpriD, 18 Oct —
Spain said on Friday all
four suspected Ebola cas-
es hospitalized on Thurs-
day, including a Nigerian
passenger taken from an
evacuated plane by po-
lice-escorted ambulance,
have tested negative for
the deadly disease.

The three other peo-
ple were a priest who had
recently been in Liberia, a
man recently in Sierra Le-
one who tested positive for
malaria and a person who
traveled in the same ambu-
lance as Teresa Romero,
Spain’s only known Ebola
sufferer.

Spain is on high alert
for the disease after Rome-
ro, a nurse who cared for
two Ebola-infected priests
before they died, became
the first person to contract
the virus outside West Af-
rica.

She is gravely ill but
stable.

Although all four peo-
ple tested negative for the
disease initially, they must
have another test within 72
hours in order to be given
the all clear, the govern-
ment said.

Nearly 4,500 people
have died in the current
outbreak, practically all of
them in West Africa, out of
a total of 8,997 confirmed,
probable, and suspected
cases have been reported
in seven countries.

The United States,
which is deploying up to
4,000 troops to West Af-
rica to help contain the
disease, has asked Madrid
for permission to use US
military bases in Spain in
its operation, a Spanish
Defence Ministry source
said on Thursday.

Reuters

ol

People take part in a march in Acapulco port, Guerrero state, Mexico, on 17 Oct,

2014. According to local press, the march was held to protest the disappearance of
the 43 students of the Normal Rural School “Raul Isidro Burgos™ of Ayotzinapa,
that went missing since 26 Sept, in Iguala municipality, Guerrero. Around 1,200

agents of the federal police are looking for the 43 missing students in a community

in the southern state of Guerrero, informed on Thursday by sources of the Security
Cabinet of the Mexican Government. — XINHUA

US general says Iraqg retaking some ground from Islamic State

Smoke rises from the Syrian town of Kobani, seen from near the Mursitpinar border
crossing on the Turkish-Syrian border in the southeastern town of Suruc
in Sanliurfa Province, on 17 Oct, 2014. — REUTERS

WasHINGTON, 18 Oct
— The head of US troops
in the Middle East said on
Friday Iraqi forces are “in-
crementally”  recapturing
ground from Islamic State
militants who seized much
of the country’s northwest
this year, but he added that
major Iraq advances will
take time.

“They are doing some
things now to incremental-
ly recapture ground that’s
been lost,” General Lloyd
Austin, head of US Central
Command, said in his first
news conference about the
conflict. He cited the Kurd-
ish operation around Mosul
Dam and their recapture of

the border post of Rabia.

Austin said US-led air
strikes against Islamic State
militants in Iraq and Syria
were having an impact on
the group, hampering their
ability to travel in large con-
voys and gather en masse to
carry out attacks.

The Army general said
the main US focus was to
“defeat and ultimately de-
stroy” the Islamic State mili-
tant group by providing sup-
port to the Iragi government
and military.

He said the United
States had intensified air
strikes around the Syrian
town of Kobani because an
Islamic State offensive there

had provided more targets to
attack.

“In my assessment, the
enemy has made a decision
to make Kobani his main
effort,” Austin said, noting
that it had continued to pour
fighters into the town in re-
cent days. “If he continues
to present us with major tar-
gets, as he has done in the
Kobani area, then clearly
we’ll service those targets.”

He said it was “highly
possible” Kobani could still
fall into the hands of Islamic
State militants, but Kurdish
fighters had done “yeoman’s
work” and were fighting to
regain territory.

Reuters
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Infrastructural
development needs

effective use of revenues
By Aung Khin

yanmar is enjoying large volume of reve-

M nues from selling natural resources such as

timber, gems and natural gas. These reve-

nues should be mainly used for infrastructural devel-

opments of the country that is being prepared for a

competitive and liberal market of Asia Economic
Community in 2015.

Before doing investments in Myanmar, business

firms will consider the conditions of electricity supply,
transportation and the rule of law in the country.
These are necessary for foreign investors who capabil-
ities and technologies to manufacture quality-prod-
ucts.

Many local consumers now prefer imported items
to domestic products with the changing life styles,
causing the trade deficit of the country. Majority of
Myanmar people are trying to use good packing de-
signs for food and quality wears. Every imported food
item cannot be guaranteed their hygiene. Therefore,
Myanmar has an advantage of possessing fresh and
tasty raw food items from the country’s seas and fields.
These favourable situations should be applied effec-
tively by using modern technologies and systematic
management.

Myanmar is the most potential market among
Asian countries, and has many opportunities for the
United States, EU members and regional countries.
While Myanmar is expecting a large volume of foreign
direct investments, sound business policies, transpar-
ency, systematic management and rule of law are fun-

damentals for foreign businesspersons.

Foreign investments can provide Myanmar hu-
man resources with knowledge and skills to local
people. However, international loans or revenues
should be used to be able to turn out profits for both
short and long term. If Myanmar must prepare well
for the ASEAN Free Trade Area by attracting for-
eign direct investments or promoting the abilities of
local entrepreneurs to enjoy trade surplus in up-
coming more competitive market.

Write for us

We appreciate your feedback and contributions.
If you have any comments or would like to submit
editorials, analyses or reports please email wallace.
tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Due to limitation of space we are only able to
publish “Letter to the Editor” that do not exceed 500
words. Should you submit a text longer than 500
words please be aware that your letter will be edited.
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CREATIVE

By: U Kyi Mun

Creative means: 1/ producing or using new and effective
ideas, results etc. e.g.
He came up with a really creative
solution to the problem.

2/ someone who is creative is very im-
aginative and good at making things,
painting etc.

- Longman Dictionary
Now, Let’s see more analytically into the meaning of the
word CREATIVE:

C for Conceiving New & Better Ways of Doing
Things with Passionate Curiosity

R for Resourcefulness

E for Extensive Exposure and Exploration

A for Active Observation of the Environment

T for Thinking & Seeking Breakthrough Ideas

I for Innovation Bias

V  for Value-adding Creation of Processes, Prod-

ucts & Services

E for Enduring Patience & Persistence
CONCEIVING NEW & BETTER WAYS OF DOING
THINGS WITH PASSIONATE CURIOSITY

Creative minds are always conceiving new and better
ways of doing things, and they have tremendous curiosity.
They are always exploring superior ways of adding more
value, more beauty and more effective usefulness. Crea-
tive people ignite their brains with very imaginative ideas
which they persistently push through to emerge as practi-

cal products, services or processes.
RESOURCEFULNESS

Resourcefulness means being good at devising expe-
dients. It means being skillful at finding ways of dealing
with practical problems. It also means having the abilities
to find ways and means of overcoming obstacles and dif-
ficulties at the tactical levels.
EXTENSIVE EXPOSURE & EXPLORATION

Creative people find pleasure to expose themselves to
the practical, outside world. They are pragmatic people
making concrete analysis of concrete situations. They are
good at: “To strive, to seek, to find and not to yield ”, as
the poet Tennyson had said. The imaginative people live
and move and have their being in the practical world of
making things happen and getting things done better than
ever. They are ever in pursuit of adding value, beauty and
prosperity, by taking and using every available opportuni-
ty in the environment to the best advantage.
ACTIVE OBSERVATION OF THE
ENVIRONMENT

Creative people are good at observing the entire envi-
ronment with a keen mind and earnest interest. They usu-
ally know what they want and have the habit of practicing
the principle of: “THESIS, ANTI-THESIS AND SYN-
THESIS “. They never have the closed mind. Moreover,
they believe that NOTHING IS PERMANENT, NOTH-
ING IS FINAL, and NOTHING IS ABSOLURE. They
are always hands-on, minds-on and hearts-on in finding
creative ideas.
THINKING & SEEKING BREAKTROUGH IDEAS
Breakthrough means an important new discovery in
something you are studying, especially one made after
trying for a long time. e.g. Scientists have made a major

breakthrough in the treatment of cancer. (Longman Dic-
tionary).
Breakthrough ideas are hard to come by without long and
hard “striving, seeking, finding and keeping on with
great perseverance ”.
INNOVATION BIAS

Innovation means: A new idea or method or inven-
tion. An innovative process, method, plan etc. is new, dif-
fident, and better than those that existed before. (Long-
man Dictionary). Creative minds are strongly bent on
innovating new and better processes, products and servic-
es based on creative ideas.
VALUE-ADDIND POWER

Creative people have a strong bias, even obses-
sion, to innovate and create added value, added beau-
ty, added progress and prosperity. An innovation is
doomed to failure if it cannot deliver added value etc.
ENDURING PATIENCE & PERSEVERANCE

Creative ideas are the products of a very curious, im-
aginative and observing minds. Creative people usually
have a great FIRE in their guts and heart, meaning that
they have FORTITUDE, IRONMIND, RESILIENCE
AND ENDURANCE, besides having tremendous pa-
tience, persistence and tenacity of purpose.
CONCLUSION

Creative minds usually have a passionate purpose, a
strong sense of innovation and a strategic mindset of hav-
ing a leading edge or cutting edge in the forward march to
progress and prosperity.

U Kyi Mun residing in Yangon is a consultant of

NAING Group Capital Co.,Ltd.

Shrimp producers plan to resume
their breeding in coming season
with advanced tech

By Khaing Thanda Lwin

YaNGoN, 18 Oct—Lo-
cal shrimp breeders who
lost their millions in previ-
ous breeding season, has a
plan to restart their shrimp
breeding in the next breed-
ing season (January and
February) with the use of
Vietnam’s new water treat-
ment system, U Myint Soe
of Myanmar Shrimp Asso-
ciation (MSA) said.

Shrimp  breeding

camps have had to face
losses since two years. It is
assumed that damages to
almost all shrimp breeding
farms may be caused by
disease problems, which
bring massive losses to
shrimp producers, he add-
ed.

Local and foreign ex-
perts visited shrimp breed-
ing camps and they pledged
to provide technical assis-

Nay Pyr Taw, 18
Oct—The Gems and Utili-
ty Jade Sales continued for
the fourth day at the Mani

Yadana Jade Hall in Nay
tances.

“We want practical
and  effective training
courses. It should not end
up with the training course
alone,” said U Myint Soe.

A total of 20 Prawn
breeding camps across the
country can produce 300
million post-larval in a
good breeding season. Cur-
rently, some shrimp pro-
ducers  are  breeding
shrimps of domestic and
Thailand origins.

GNLM

Winners for gems and jade lots announced

Pyi Taw on Friday.

The organizing com-
mittee announced the win-
ners in the price proposals
for the gems and jade lots.

Deputy Minister for Mines
U Than Tun Aung super-
vised the sales of jade and
gems. The sales continues

up to 20 October.—MNA




GLOBALNEW [FCGH Tor MYANMAR

Sunday, 19 October, 2014 | o)

ARTICLE

y house is in

Hlaing Thar Yar
where people started to
reside in about (1989).
It is just a two-storey
building in a small yard.
A young mango tree is
in the front of the house
with an areca tree on
the right side. Right be-
fore the house outside
the street is a big Bad-
um (Indian almond) tree
yielding a wide shade
invaluable indeed in the
summer. On the other
side of the street grow a
row of Kokko (albizzia
lebbek) trees, a trace of
my Grandpa’s contribu-
tions. They number no
more than five or six.
The mango tree within
the compound started to
fruit this year. Untimely
rainfall and frost later
reduced the number of
fruits from about 60 to
some 20. Almost all the
fruits are withered by the
scorching sun. Year after
year, Myanmar is expe-
riencing the increasing
intensity of heat, which
is reportedly caused by
climate change. It is
said that people have
everything to do for cli-
mate change.

Let’s go back to
my mango tree. Though
young, it yields enough
shade to cover the com-
pound. At the foot of it,
mother has grown Jas-
mine bushes, Aloe Vera
and Slipper Orchids. Be-
side them is a big plastic
tank to collect rain water.

Rain water is mother’s fa-
vorite to wash my white
clothes. Only in the rainy
season, my white clothes
become as clean as they
should be. For, the water
in Hlaing Thar Yar con-
tains high percentage of
sulphur and iron. The wa-
ter turns dingy yellow and
a thin, harsh and rusty lay-
er comes to the surface not
long after water is pumped.
No lather comes out how-
ever branded detergents or
soaps are tried. No method
really works in filtering
and distilling this water.
Such yellowish rusty color
is stained on the cloth. My
mango tree tries to survive
though it has to drink such
yellowish water. It always
gives shade under which
mother washes clothes
with a piece of cloth put
on her head as the turban.
Its shade keeps the whole
compound away from the
intense sun rays. It is real-
ly cool.

The other day, one of
my long-separated friends
dropped in on me. We
had a long and non- stop
chat that at last harbored
at Football Matches. The
entire  world’s favorite
Premier League and oth-
er Leagues are mostly
authorized by the official
broadcaster SkyNet in
Myanmar. Therefore, |
bought a Skynet Satellite
and installed it at home.
To keep myself from be-
ing busy, I installed it near
the eaves of the front roof.
The satellite had to face

southwest to receive the
proper polarization. Still
it could catch no good sig-
nal as covered by one of
the mango branches in the
front. After a long pause, |
had to chop the branch off
although I did not want to.

The spot the mango
branch used to cover is the
same spot where mother
washes my clothes. Now, it
can no longer be as cool as
before. The hot and sharp
sun rays will hit directly
at the spot. The place can
be saved from the sun with
the use of waterproof can-
vas or plastic sheet. But
neither surely is as cool
and bright as the branch
once is. In fact, | should
have installed at the centre
of the roof, which would
save the branch and prom-
ise better signal. Now, the
shelter for mother disap-
pears because of me. | un-
intentionally destroyed it.
It is not only for mother,
but also for all of us and
for all the living beings
around, natural and inval-
uable shade. How long do
I have to wait to regain its
shade? A month? A year ?
(or) The whole lifetime? |
simply do not know. | am
really sorry when 1| think
of it in this way. It is utter-
ly my recklessness.

Until recently | rode
to Phyarpone in Irrawaddy
Division on my motorbike.
I took the TwanTay-Ma
U Bin road. Trees on the
roadside were found to be
chopped on the top includ-
ing the main branch. It was

known to be done by Dis-
trict  Municipal workers
at the request of District
Electricity  Distribution
Unit. After a few enquir-
ies, the chopped branches
are sold as firewood to lo-
cal dealers and some large
and straight tree trunks
to the Sawmill. We local
commuters are seared by
the scorching sun for want
of shady trees on the side
of the road. | have no idea
if chopping the trees reck-
lessly is proper or legal.
Trees prevent people from
severe weather conditions
bringing about ecological
balance. Our biosphere
utterly depends on the me-
tabolism, death, and recy-
cling of plants, especially
trees. Their vast trunks and
root systems store carbon
dioxide that living beings
exhale and release oxygen
into the atmosphere. Such
knowledge can be found
even in the Natural Sci-
ence Textbook prescribed
for the Middle School
Level. Fruit trees and oth-
er crops can provide food
and twigs; branches and
fallen trees can also be
used as fuel. A Myanmar
saying also goes ‘’Every
creeper or plant or tree is
medicinal”. But our peo-
ple turn blind eye to these
benefits of trees and fell
them to their own benefits.
Such act is also there in
downtown Yangon. Most
of the shady branches of
the trees are trimmed for
the same reason that they
get entangled with the ca-

Thoughts on the Life-companion of Man

By Maung Phyo (WYU)

ble lines. Pedestrians have
to await the bus in the hot
sun. | wonder why the pol-
icy makers and planners
do not turn to eco-friendly
plans, for example- un-
derground wiring. Myriad
of suspicion arises from
these acts about whether
policies are actually to the
welfare of the citizens and
those policy makers are
accountable.

What’s more, once |
browsed the Google map
just to see how my coun-
try looks like from aerial
view in comparison with
her neighbors. Along the
borderline, green and
fresh is the other side but
reddish yellow plain with
green spots dotted here
and there is mine. These
reddish yellow patches
are resulted from deforest-
ation. In recent months,
local private papers told
that large trucks were
found to smuggle logs of
teak almost every day.
Once, a piece of awkward
news came into my ear
that thousands of acres
of teak were felled by an
infamous local company
for the plantation of cas-
sava plants (pa lo: pi nan)
somewhere in  Kachin
State. In her book titled
“’Mandalay  Residents”,
Ludu Daw Ama told a
story of a certain tri-shaw
wheeler called U Ngwe
who grew more than 500
shady trees in Mandalay
since about 1952. He was

a typical philanthropist
though poor and uned-
ucated. He spent half of
his life span in growing
trees for people. Clear-
ly, those opportunists
mentioned above are no
match to U Ngwe who
will always be remem-
bered in the name of
Virtue.

In a nutshell, there
is no end to man’s cre-
ations and works that
are against nature. They
may be temporarily ap-
plicable. But, in the long
run, they bring about
incessant troubles and
cravings. On the con-
trary, Nature is perfect
providing convenience
and content to everyone.
If vast compound, shady
trees and fresh air are
available, no one would
prefer  air-conditioned
rooms for all the time.
In fact, men give way to
their decay mostly out of
their own creations. In
my opinion, our country
needs much education to
the grassroots’ level for
not recklessly chopping
and felling our best com-
panion, trees, to no pur-
pose or on any arbitrary
account. At the moment
of writing this article,
one of the Cree Indian
Prophecies pops up in
my mind. It is nothing
but “Only when we have
wiped everything out
will we realize that Mon-
ey cannot be eaten.”

Plans underway to open rehabilitation
units to provide better health care

By Khaing Thanda Lwin

YANGON, 16 Oct—The
Society of Rehabilitation
Medicine under the Myan-
mar Medical Association
(MMA) has a plan to open
more rehabilitation units
and intensive care units
for people who have nerv-
ous system disorders, Prof
Dr Khin Myo Hla, Presi-
dent of the Society, told the
Global New Light of My-
anmar.

Local physiotherapists
are now providing the gen-
eralized rehabilitation ser-
vices to those through the

Yangon General Hospital
and township health de-
partments.

There are more than
150 physiotherapists in the
country who took duties at
about 100 physiotherapy
departments in all regions
and states. The number
is quite small to provide
better services to patients.
The country needs a large
number of prosthetics and
orthotics experts, physi-
otherapists, physiologists
and experienced nurses,
she added.

Those physiotherapists
expect to get training op-

portunities to keep abreast
of emerging technology.
The Society of Rehabili-
tation Medicine welcomes
the invitation from organ-
izations to provide public
awareness trainings, Dr
Khin Myo Hla added.

She expressed her
opinion that modern tech-
nology affect over thirty-
year-old patients, causing
them to suffer bulbous en-
largement. Most of them
are computer programmers
and accountants, she said
urging people to take regu-
lar exercises to avoid such
cases.—GNLM

Myanmar model demon
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strates how to use
affected by injuries, illness or disability.—PHoTO: KHAING THANDA LWIN
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Heavily polluted India launches national
air quality index

New DeLnr, 18 Oct —
India has launched a new
air quality index to help cit-
izens understand complex
pollution data and its impli-
cations for their health, the
environment minister said
on Friday.

A World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) study
of 1,600 cities released in
May found New Delhi had
the world’s dirtiest air with
an annual average of 153
micrograms of small par-
ticulates, known as PM2.5,
per cubic metre.

Thirteen of the dirtiest
20 cities worldwide were in
India, the WHO said. India

rejected the report.

The new index,
launched as part of Prime
Minister NarendraModi’s
‘Clean India Mission’, will
provide one consolidated
number after tracking eight
pollutants and will use col-
our coding to describe as-
sociated health impacts.

“In our cities air pol-
lution is increasing ... we
need to stop it,” Environ-
ment Minister Prakash Ja-
vadekar said.

“This (index) will pro-
vide the common citizen
one colour, one number
and one description so that
he can understand what is

Vendors selling drinks stand beside vehicles near the
India Gate war memorial on a smoggy day
in New Delhi on 1 Feb, 2013.—REUTERS

Hurricane Gonzalo scores bull’s eye hit on Bermuda

the level of air pollution.”

Currently, India’s air
quality status is report-
ed through “voluminous
data”, the government said.
This makes it difficult for
people to understand parti-
cle names such as PM2.5 or
PM10.

“People don’t know
what these pollutants are
and what happens when
they reach a certain level.
This index will help peo-
ple understand air quality
better,” said AnumitaRoy-
chowdhury, head of air
pollution team at the Cen-
tre for Science and Envi-
ronment. The environment
minister said the govern-
ment would also start ac-
tion-oriented programmes
in collaboration with the
states to improve air qual-
ity, but he gave no details.

Roychowdhury  said
India needed to do more
and should have emergen-
cy measures in place when
pollution levels are high. In
China, for example, prima-
ry schools are shut when
pollution levels are at “red
alert” levels, she said.

Reuters

Britain says EU must offer ‘meaty’
reform deal tokeep itin

LonpoN, 18 Oct— The
European Union must give
Britain a “meaty” reform
deal if it wants it to stay
in the bloc, Foreign Secre-
tary Philip Hammond said
on Friday, predicting the
EU would have to change
“whether it likes it or not”.

Hammond, a Euros-
ceptic and possible succes-
sor to Conservative Prime
Minister David Cameron,
made his remarks to parlia-
ment before a vote on legis-
lation that would force any
future government to hold
a referendum in 2017 on
whether to stay in or leave
the EU.

With  the anti-EU
UK Independence Par-
ty (UKIP) siphoning off
its voters and some of its
lawmakers seven months
before a national election,
Cameron’s party is hard-
ening its stance on Europe
and tacking to the right to
try to shore up support.

If re-elected, Cameron
has promised to renegoti-
ate Britain’s EU ties be-
fore holding a referendum

British Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond

in 2017. The EU would
probably have to amend its
founding treaties to accom-
modate Britain’s demands,
he has said, something oth-
er EU states are reluctant to
do.

“Our partners in Eu-
rope will know that they
cannot do deals with pol-
iticians in  smoke-filled
rooms. They will have to
come up with something
meaty and substantial that
will work for the British
people,” Hammond told
parliament.

“When that process

is completed it will be the
British people who judge
whether that reform rep-
resents the substantial and
irreversible change that |
judge they will need to see
if they are to decide that
Britain’s future lies inside
the European Union.”
“The European Un-
ion may get treaty change
sooner than it thinks and
whether it likes it or not,”
said Hammond. “The pen-
ny is finally beginning to
drop across Europe. Re-
form and change there will
be.”—Reuters

Brazil’s electoral body

HawmiLton, 18 Oct — Hurri-
cane Gonzalo slammed into Ber-
muda on Friday, knocking out
most of the electricity as it lashed
the tiny Atlantic island chain with
pounding surf, torrential rain and
howling wind, but there were no
immediate reports of injuries.

The strongest storm to sweep
the subtropical British territory
in a decade made full landfall at
about 8:30 pm as the 35-mile-
wide (56 km) eye of the storm
crossed the south-central coast of
Bermuda, the US National Hur-
ricane Centre in Miami reported.

The Category 2 hurricane
was packing sustained winds of
up to 110 mph (175 kph), down
from 140 mph (225 kph) earlier
in the day, but it remained a dan-
gerous storm, forecasters said.
Hurricane-force winds extended
up to 60 miles (95 km) from its
centre as it bore down on Bermu-
da.

Gonzalo  roared  ashore
just five days after Bermuda, a
low-lying archipelago occupying
just 21 square miles (54 sq km)
and home to 65,000 people, had
been struck by a tropical storm,
serving a one-two punch to the
islands.

While damage was believed
to widespread, authorities were
unable to immediately get into
the streets to assess the full ex-
tent, said Sergeant Russann Fran-

Shoppers stock up on groceries as they prepare for the arrival of Hurricane Gonzalo in Hamilton,
on 16 Oct, 2014.— REUTERS

cis, a staff officer for the fire de-
partment in Hamilton, the capital.

“In terms of injuries, we hav-
en’t had any calls come in at this
time,” she added.

Passage of the hurricane’s
eye provided a lull of an hour
or two during which the skies
cleared, the rain and winds ceased
and an utter stillness prevailed,
broken only by the whistling of
tree frogs.

The clammy night air, heavy
with the scent of saltwater, grew
steadily warmer and more hu-
mid before winds began to pick
up again, signalling an end to the
brief calm as the storm’s centre
moved offshore and began to lash
the island anew.

Seeing television pictures of
curiosity seekers venturing out-
doors during the interlude, police
issued a notice urging residents to

stay indoors avoid being caught
when the storm’s fury resumed.
Flooding was reported in
some areas and many banana
trees had been knocked over.
The islands’ only power com-
pany, Bermuda Electric Light
Co. (BELCO), reported nearly
31,000 customers were without
electricity, out of 36,000 metered
connections.
Reuters

bans mudslinging in
presidential race

BrasiLia, 18 Oct — Brazil’s
top electoral authority has banned
negative campaigning for the pres-
idential run-off on 26 October, lo-
cal media reported on Friday.

Negative ads were getting so
virulent that the Supreme Electoral
Court decided to step in and pro-
hibit mudslinging in free radio and
TV slots granted to the candidates.

The electoral body urged the
two candidates, incumbent Presi-
dent Dilma Rousseff and conserv-
ative opposition candidate Aecio
Neves to use the broadcast time to
present their proposals to the elec-
torate.

The ban, the first of its kind in
Brazil, does not apply to paid ad-
vertising in other media.

On Thursday night, the court
struck down an advertisement by
Rousseff’s camp, which suggested
that Neves of the Social Democ-
racy Party would curb freedom of
expression if elected.

The advertisement aired on
Wednesday accused Neves of per-
secuting journalists and publica-
tions critical of his administration
when he served as governor of
Minas Gerais state between 2003
and 2010.

Neves’ party had complained
about it, demanding the advertise-
ment be pulled off the air.

Xinhua
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US Air Force lands robotic X-37B space
plane in California

Los ANcGEeLEs, 18 Oct
— The US military land-
ed its X-37B robotic space
plane at Vandenberg Air
Force Base in central Cal-
ifornia on Friday, ending
a classified 22-month mis-
sion that marked the third
in Earth orbit for the exper-
imental program, the Air
Force said.

The X-37B, a 29-foot-
long (9-metre) winged
craft that resembles a min-
iature NASA space shuttle,
touched down at 9:24 am
local time at the coastal
air base and launch facility
near Lompoc, California,
160 miles (258 km) north-
west of Los Angeles.

Also known as the
Orbital Test Vehicle, the
X-37B was carried into
orbit for its latest mission
aboard an unmanned Atlas
5 rocket from Cape Canav-
eral Air Force Station in
Florida on 11 Dec, 2012.

The spacecraft con-
ducted unspecified experi-
ments for 674 days while in
orbit, marking the lengthi-
est mission to date for
the secretive programme,
which is managed by the
Air Force Rapid Capabil-
ities Office, the Air Force

said.

The space plane first
flew in April 2010 and re-
turned after eight months.
A second vehicle blast-
ed off in March 2011
and stayed in orbit for 15
months. Those first two
missions also ended at
Vandenberg.

The Air Force says the
orbiters, built by Boeing,
“perform risk reduction,
experimentation and con-
cept-of-operations  devel-

opment for reusable space
vehicle technologies,” al-
though details of the mis-

—

sions are secret. Total pro-
gramme costs and budget
line are likewise classified.

Last week, the Air
Force and NASA finalized
a lease agreement to relo-
cate the space plane pro-
gram from California to
Florida’s Kennedy Space
Centre, where the runway
once used for shuttle land-
ings may be used for future
X-37B touchdowns.

The Secure World
Foundation, a nonprofit
group promoting the peace-
ful exploration of space,
says secrecy surrounding

the orbital activities and
payloads of the X-37B are
almost certainly due to the
presence of national intel-
ligence-related  hardware
being tested or evaluated.
“The landing of OTV-
3 marks a hallmark event
for the programme,” an
unnamed programme
manager said in a state-
ment released by the Air
Force’s 30" Space Wing at
Vandenberg. The Air Force
is preparing to launch the
fourth X-37B mission from
Cape Canaveral in 2015.
Reuters
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The X-37B Orbital Test Vehicle taxis on the flightline in June 2009 at Vandenberg
Air Force Base, California.—REUTERS

South Korea tries to ease cyber
surveillance fears

Seout, 18 Oct — South
Korea is trying to ease wor-
ries about online privacy af-
ter a domestic chat app lost
customers to a foreign rival
because of fears prosecu-
tors in one the world’s most
wired countries might get
access to online conversa-
tions. Prosecutors last month
launched a cyber investi-
gation team after President
Park Geun-hye spoke out
against online rumours that
she said “crossed the line”
and were deepening divi-
sions in society.

But that has sown con-
fusion and fear of snooping
among users and providers
of online services.

On Thursday, Prime
Minister Chung Hong-won
tried to reassure the public
about online privacy, saying
the government would only
seek monitoring rights in
special circumstances, such
an investigation of murder,
human trafficking or insur-
rection.

“(He) emphasized that
the government has been
steadfast in ensuring free-
dom of expression and other
basic privacy rights and will

continue to do so,” Chung’s
office said in a statement.

Authorities insist they
have no intention or ability
to conduct large-scale sur-
veillance of the public but
South Korean messaging
app KakaoTalk said it had
lost users because of the
fears about surveillance.

A rival German app,
Telegram, which does not
have servers in South Ko-
rea, added more than two
million Korean users in the
two weeks through to 11 Oc-
tober, according to market
researcher Rankey.com.

Telegram rushed out
a Korean-language version
in response to the surge in
business. “The defection to a
foreign app reflects hostility
towards the government,”
said Sohn Dong-young, a
media professor at Hanyang
University. Daum Commu-
nications Corp, KakaoTalk’s
operator, said on Monday it
had stopped complying with
monitoring warrants since 7
October to protect Kakao-
Talk user privacy.

It also shortened the
time it keeps data on servers
and would introduce priva-

cy modes, making it nearly
impossible for third parties
to see user conversations, it
said.

“We will introduce re-
al-time monitoring devices
if that becomes a legal re-
sponsibility of operators,”
Daum co-chief executive
Sirgoo Lee said at a parlia-
mentary hearing on Thurs-
day. “But today this decision
is for the operators to make,
and we have no intention of
doing so.” South Korea is a
vibrant democracy but until
1987 it was an authoritarian
state, with tight restrictions
on freedom of expression
and widespread surveillance.

That history makes
South Koreans especially
sensitive to any encroach-
ment on freedom of speech,
said Sung Dong-kyoo, a
professor at Chung-Ang
University’s department of
mass communication and
journalism.

“We have rapidly tran-
sitioned from being a tightly
controlled society, and react
more sensitively about en-
suring the protection of pri-
vacy,” Sung said.

Reuters

Are we there yet? Scientists
prepare for change of epoch

BErLIN, 18 Oct — Sci-
entists from around the
world met this week to de-
cide whether to call time on
the Holocene epoch after
11,700 years and begin a
new geological age called
the Anthropocene — to
reflect humankind’s deep
impact on the planet.

For decades, research-
ers have asked whether
humanity’s impact on the
Earth’s surface and atmos-
phere mean we have en-
tered the Anthropocene —
or new human era.

“What we see is the
urban phenomenon and the
boom of China has a direct
marking in the forms of the
strata,” said John Palmesi-
no, a London-based archi-
tect who has worked with
the scientists to capture on
film the impact of humans
on the Earth.

“You can no longer
distinguish what is man-
made from what is natu-
ral.”

A group of geologists,
climate scientists, ecolo-
gists and an expert in inter-
national law that have been
conducting research since
2009, all met face-to-face
for the first time in Berlin
on Thursday and Friday to

discuss the issue.

They appeared to
agree it is time for a change
of epoch.

“It is clear that, though
we have differences about
when it starts, it seems as
a group that we were quite
happy to say we are in the
Anthropocene,” said Colin
Waters, secretary for the
working group and a geol-
ogist for the British Geo-
logical Society.

The geological times-
cale of the Earth, as defined
by the International Geo-
logical Congress, is divid-
ed into units, the longest
of which are periods, then
epochs and ages. Scientists
measure them by studying
such things as fossils and
rock layers.

The working group,
being in no overdue hurry
to make such a resound-
ing decision, will report
its conclusions in August
2016 to the International
Geological Congress.

Berlin’s  Haus  der
Kulturen der Welt (House
of Cultures of the World)
where the talks took place,
is holding an exhibition of
related artworks, videos
and seminars until on 4 De-
cember.—Reuters

US FCC to look into new-
generation wireless networks

WasHINGTON, 18 Oct
In the words of Buzz
Lightyear, and US Federal
Communications Commis-
sioner Jessica Rosenworcel
on Friday, US regulators
will look “to infinity and
beyond” to harness new
technology that can help
build a new generation of
mobile wireless connec-
tions. The FCC on Friday
voted unanimously to open
a so-called “notice of in-
quiry” into what it and the
industry can do to turn a
new swath of very high-fre-
quency airwaves, previous-
ly deemed unusable for
mobile networks, into mo-
bile-friendly frequencies.

The FCC’s exami-
nation would serve as a
regulatory backdrop for
research into the next gen-
eration of wireless technol-
ogy, sometimes referred to
as 5G and which may allow
wireless connections to car-
ry a thousand times more
traffic.

“Today we’re step-
ping in front of the power
curve,” FCC AaChairman
Tom Wheeler said on Fri-
day at the meeting.

FCC Commissioner
Jessica Rosenworcel

In question are fre-
quencies above 24 gigahertz
(GHz), sometimes called
millimetre waves, that have
previously been deemed
technically unwieldy for
mobile connections, though
have the potential to carry
large amounts of data and
give the promise of light-
ning-fast speeds.

Millimetre waves
work best over short dis-
tances and have required
a direct line-of-sight con-
nection to a receiver. They
are now largely used for
point-to-point microwave
connections.

The FCC said it will
study what technologies
could help get around the
technological and practical
obstacles and what kind of

regulatory regime could
help a variety of technol-
ogies to flourish on those
airwaves, including the
potential for services other
than mobile.

The US wireless in-
dustry continues to work on
deploying the 4G connec-
tions, though some equip-
ment manufacturers, such
as Samsung are already
testing data transmission on
the higher frequencies.

“While we will al-
ways work to locate more
cleared licensed spectrum
under 3 GHz, we also need
to expand our search to find
other complementary spec-
trum bands, and this Notice
is an important step in that
effort,” Meredith Attwell
Baker, head of CTIA-The
Wireless Association, said
in a statement.

Google on Monday
asked the FCC for per-
mission to conduct tests
on some of the extremely
high-frequency airwaves,
which experts say may pro-
vide the foundation for a
wireless version of its high-
speed fibre Internet service.

Reuters
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Trade minister intends to resign over funds scandal

Tokyo, 18 Oct —
Economy, Trade and In-
dustry  Minister  Yuko
Obuchi intends to resign
over irregularities in the
financial reports of politi-
cal groups supporting the
recent Cabinet appointee’s
activities, a government
source said on Saturday.

Resignation by Obu-
chi, a rising star in the
ruling Liberal Democrat-
ic Party who was being
groomed as a possible
future prime minister,
would deal a huge blow to
the government of Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe at a

time when it is promoting
women’s empowerment as
a pillar of its policy initia-
tives.

Obuchi, a 40-year-
old mother of two and
the daughter of a former
prime minister, is one of
five women appointed in
the 3 September Cabinet
reshuffle and would be the
first Cabinet minister to
step down due to a scandal
since Abe became prime
minister in  December
2012.

The source said Obu-
chi intends to take respon-
sibility for the scandal

and finalize her course of
action after conveying her
intention to Abe sometime
soon, possibly by the end
of Saturday.

Calls for her resigna-
tion were growing within
the Abe government and
among members of his
party due to a series of
allegations, chief among
them being that her politi-
cal groups partially shoul-
dered her supporters’ ex-
penses for theater outings.

“The momentum
for her resignation is un-
changed,” a senior LDP
official said earlier on Sat-

urday.

A source within the
Abe government said that
while any move would
come after Obuchi ex-
plained her findings as
promised, she faces a “se-
vere situation.”

The minister had been
scheduled to attend a cer-
emony in Aichi Prefecture
on Saturday afternoon for
the unveiling of the first
Japanese-built small pas-
senger jet, but her ministry
said in the morning that
she cancelled her trip to the
central Japan prefecture.

Abe is due to return

Japan’s Economy, Trade
and Industry Minister
Yuko Obuchi

to Tokyo in the afternoon
from Milan, where he
joined other leaders from

Philippine prosecutors issue summons for US Marine in murder case
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Protesters shout “Justice for Jennifer’” during a rally
against the killing of 26-year-old Filipino transgender
Jennifer Laude, outside the US embassy in Manila
on 17 Oct, 2014.—REUTERS

ManiLa, 18 Oct —
The Philippines on Friday
issued a summons for an
American serviceman,
named as a suspect in the
murder of a transgender
Filipino he met in a bar
outside the former US navy
base of Subic Bay, to ap-

pear at a hearing next week.

Prosecutors will de-
termine if there is enough
evidence to put US Marine
Joseph Scott Pemberton on
trial at a court in Olongapo
City for the murder of Jef-
frey Laude, 26, who was
found last Saturday in a ho-

tel room.

Foreign ministry
spokesman Charles Jose
said foreign ministry offi-
cials and prosecutors went
to the United States embas-
sy to serve the summons on
Pemberton and four other
soldiers required as wit-
nesses in the case.

The embassy will hand
the subpoenas to the US
Marines stationed on the
USS Peleliu, an amphibi-
ous assault ship docked in
port at Subic Bay. They
order the men to be at the
prosecutor’s  office  on
Monday.

“The Department of
Foreign Affairs, together
with the office of the city
prosecutor of Olonga-
po City, today served the
subpoena and complaint
against Private First Class
Joseph Scott Pemberton

for the murder of Jeffrey
Laude, also known as ‘Jen-
nifer’,” Jose said in a state-
ment.

In Washington, Rear
Admiral John Kirby, the
Pentagon press secretary,
said the US military had “a
great sense of gravity over
what happened” and was
cooperating closely with
local law enforcement on
the case.

The Philippine foreign
ministry has asked US em-
bassy officials to hand the
Marine to local authori-
ties because the southeast
Asian nation is worried
about growing adverse do-
mestic opinion over ties be-
tween the two oldest allies
in the region. The foreign
ministry said the handling
of the murder case could
fuel opposition to a new
10-year military coopera-

tion pact the two countries
signed in April, which has
been challenged in the
Philippine Supreme Court.

The pact allows the US
military to store supplies at
Philippine bases for oper-
ations related to maritime
security, humanitarian as-
sistance and disaster re-
sponse.

Under the Philippines’
status of forces agreement
with the US military, it
can demand custody of an
errant serviceman, to be
held in a detention facility
agreed by both sides, a for-
eign ministry official has
said.

Some lawmakers in
the Philippines have called
for a public inquiry into the
murder case and the coun-
try’s existing military pacts
with the United States.

Reuters

EU, Russia, Ukraine to hold trilateral gas meeting next Tuesday

Brussers, 18 Oct —
The European Union (EU)
said on Friday a trilateral
gas meeting between the
EU, Russia and Ukraine
was scheduled for next
Tuesday in Brussels.

The three sides will be
represented by EU Energy

Commissioner  Guenther
Oettinger, Russian Energy
Minister Alexander Novak
and Ukrainian Energy Min-
ister YuriyProdan respec-
tively. During the previous
ministerial gas talks held in
September in Berlin, Rus-
sia, Ukraine and the EU pre-

pared a new package deal
on settling the gas dispute
and needed to be approved
by the governments in Mos-
cow and Kiev.

According to the “win-
ter package” mediated by
the EU, Kiev would pay 2
billion US dollars to Russia

Islamic militants reportedly free two
German hostages in Philippines

MANILA, 18 Oct — Is-
lamic militants on Friday
freed two Germans who
were taken hostage in April
in the seas off Palawan
Province, according to a ra-
dio report.

Members of the Abu
Sayyaf group seized Ste-
fan Okonek, 72, a doctor,
and his partner HenriteDi-
elen, 55, when their yacht
lost power in the seas off
Palawan, an island facing
the South China Sea, while

they were sailing toward
Sabah in eastern Malaysia.

The militants demand-
ed a $5.6 million ransom in
exchange for release of the
hostages.

A man who claims
to be a spokesman for the
militant group told a local
radio station they handed
over both hostages to “an
emissary” in Patikul town
in Sulu Province.

The man also said that
the ransom was paid. But

a military spokesman said
the military has yet to con-
firm the Germans were re-
leased.

Kyodo News

by the end of October and a
further 1.1 billion dollars by
the end of this year to pay
off gas debts.

In return, Russia would
deliver at least 5 billion cu-
bic metres of gas to Ukraine
after it has received the first
2 billion dollars. The price

Soldiers ride in a truck
as they patrol a road in
Jolo, Sulu, in southern
Philippines
on 25 Sept, 2014,

REUTERS

AP o

- -

L o -
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discussed for the gas deliv-
eries was 385 dollars per
1,000 cubic metres. Euro-
pean Commission President
Jose Manuel Barroso said
at the same day in Milan all
remaining issues could be
resolved during the next tri-
lateral talks.—Xinhua

i “‘
"

Asia and Europe for a two-
day biennial summit meet-
ing.

Obuchi, a lawmaker
from Gunma Prefecture,
is embroiled in controver-
sy over reports of wide
discrepancies in the rev-
enue and spending in the
funds reports of her po-
litical groups for theater
outings organized for her
constituents, in a possible
violation of a law banning
politicians from provid-
ing benefits to voters. She
also faces questions over
alleged misuse of her polit-
ical funds.—Kyodo News

UN envoy
stresses political
solution to
Syrian crisis

Beirur, 18 Oct — Vis-
iting UN Special envoy to
Syria Staffan De Mistura
stressed on Friday that the
political path to solving the
Syrian crisis is the best tool
to confront the threat of
Daesh (the Islamic State or
the IS) that is rapidly pro-
gressing in the region.

De Mistura told report-
ers following his talks with
Speaker NabihBerri that
“the solution to the Syrian
crisis can only be political,
not military.”

He also said that
amidst the quick outspread
of Daesh, there was a dire
necessity to move hastily in
a political course through
visiting Teheran and Mos-
cow so as to confront the
growing danger of terror-
ism.

The UN envoy is in
Lebanon since Thursday.
During the visit, the second
in a month, he met with
Prime Minister Tammam
Salam, Foreign Minister
JebranBassil, Progressive
Socialist Party leader MP
WalidJumblat, as well as
other senior officials of the
country.—Xinhua
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR

MINISTRY OF ENERGY

MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
(INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER)

(19/2014)

States Dollars and Myanmar Kyats.

Open tenders arc invited for supply of the following respective items in United

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV FESCO VOYAGER VOY NO (006)

Consigneesof cargo carriedon MV FESCO VOY-
AGER VOY NO (006) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 19.10.2014 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of H.P.T where it will

Weaiar sy |

FORECAST VALID
UNTIL EVENING
OF THE 19™ October,
2014: Rain or thunder-
showers will be fairly
widespread in  Lower
Sagaing, Mandalay and
Magway Regions, Shan
State, scattered in Upper
Sagaing Region and Chin
State, isolated in Bago,
Ayeyawady and Tanin-

Sr.No  Tender No Description Remark | |. - e ;

(1) IFB-094(14-15) Spares for VVolvo Tractor (6) ltems uss lie at the consignee’s ”S.k. and expenses and subject

(2) 1FB-095(14-15)  Spares for Cummins KTA-2300 C-1050 usg | to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Water Pump Engine (16) Items Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8

(3) IFB-096(14-15) Spares for Perkins Engine Ex 435TCP & H US$ | amto 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day
Crane (31) Items now declared as the third day after final discharge of

(4) IFB-097(14-15) Spares for Cooper Well Servicing Units (11) Items ~ US$ cargo from the Vessel.

(5) IFB-098(14-15) Spares for Rotary Substitutes (1) Lot uss$ ; ; ; ; ;

(6) IFB-099(14-15) Spares for Rotary Swivels (1) Lot (URH] f Nﬁ ccl:allms agamst this vessel will be admitted

(7) DMP/L-025(14-15) Hard Surface Brake Drum Rim for Drawwork Ks after the Claims Day.

(Ex EMSCO Rig) (1) Item
(8) DMP/L-026(14-15)
(9) DMP/L-027(14-15)

(10) DMP/L-028(14-15)
Tender Closing Date & Time - 12-11-2014, 16:30 Hr

Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 15" October,
2014 at the Finance Department, Myanma Qil and Gas Enterprise,

No(44) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph. +95 67 - 411097 / 411206

AC Kilovars Meter (Ex ZJ 50D SR Il Rig) (5) Items  Ks
500 KVA, 33/ 0.4 KV Transformer and Ks
33 KV Gas Circuit Breaker (2) Items

Spares for SATA 1118 (Kenworth Truck) (4) Items  Ks

Phone No: 2301185

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S CHINA SHIPPING LINES

thayi Regions, Kachine
and Rakhine States and
weather will be partly
cloudy in the remaining
Regions and States with
likelihood of isolated
heavy falls in Mandalay

Advertise with us!

Forinquries to place an advertisementin the GNLM,

and Magway Regions.
Degree of certainty is
(80%).

STATE OF THE SEA:
Sea will be slight to mod-

Please email wallace.tun@gmail.com

erate in Myanmar waters.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV PANJA BHUM VOY NO (031N)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV PANJA
BHUM VOY NO (031N) are hereby notified that the
vessel will bearrivingon 19.10.2014 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day
now declared as the third day after final discharge of
cargo from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S WAN HAI LINES PTE LTD
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV PACIFIC TRADER VOY NO (038)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV PACIFIC
TRADERVOY NO (038) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 19.10.2014 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of M.I.P where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day
now declared as the third day after final discharge of
cargo from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ORINET OVERSEAS
CONTAINER LINES
Phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV FRISIA LAHN VOY NO (1456)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV FRISIA
LAHN VOY NO (1456) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 19.10.2014 and cargo will
be discharged into the premises of M.1.P where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day
now declared as the third day after final discharge of
cargo from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S MCC TRANSPORT
(S’PORE) PTE LTD
Phone No: 2301185

Nile dam talks inch forward but
Egypt gets no water guarantee

CaIro, 18 Oct — The
three main countries that
share the Nile River’s
waters moved toward an
agreement to study whether
a planned $4 billion Ethio-
pian dam would disrupt
flows to downstream coun-
tries, water ministers of
Ethiopia, Sudan and Egypt
said after talks on Friday.

But while the countries
continue talks, construction
will proceed on the Renais-
sance Dam, which will
be Africa’s biggest dam
and aims to provide cheap
power for countries as far
away as South Africa and
Morocco.

“The committee
agreed to short-list seven
consultancy firms to under-
take the hydrological and
socio-environmental stud-
ies,” the water ministers
said in a statement.

The consultancies

were not identified, though
British  construction law
firm Corbett has been cho-
sen to oversee the adminis-
trative aspects of the stud-
ies, the statement said.

The project, being
built by Italy’s Salini Im-
pregilo SpA (SALLMI),
aims to produce 6,000
megawatts of electricity for
a power-hungry region..

But it has upset Egypt,
which relies almost exclu-
sively on the Nile River
for farming, industry and
drinking water for a rapidly
growing population.

Cairo is concerned
that years of filling the new
dam’s 74 billion cubic me-
tre reservoir will temporar-
ily cut the river’s flow, and
that surface water evapo-
ration from the huge new
lake will then reduce it per-
manently.

In a sign of the lim-

its that talks will have on
Ethiopia’s plans to become
a regional power hub, the
country’s water minister
declined on Friday to offer
any hard guarantees that
the dam would not adverse-
ly affect Egypt.

“Ethiopia designs all
the dams in the country in a
way that does not harm sig-
nificantly the downstream
countries,” Alemayehu
Tegenu said in response to
a reporter’s question.

“This is a principle.
This principle by itself is
very important.

There is no need to
give a guarantee.”

The tripartite commit-
tee of water ministers are
slated to resume talks in
Khartoum in November,
where they will decide on
the firm to conduct the so-
cio-environmental study.

Reuters

Nicaragua, on 17 Oct, 2014. Nine people dead as the result of a landslide and
collapse of a perimeter wall of the residential “Lomas del Valle” according to
rescue groups on Friday.—XiNHUA

Five Killed in road accident in E India

New DeLmni, 18 Oct — The incidents took
Five people were killedand place in the state’s Sita-
four others injured on Sat- marhi district, where five
urday in a road accident in  people on board a car died
the eastern Indian state of on the spot and one injured
Bihar, said police. when the speeding vehi-

cle hit a stationary truck.
Road accidents take place
frequently in India due to
reckless driving, bad road
conditions and lack of safe-
ty surveillance.—Xinhua
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Los ANGELEs, 18 Oct — Ac-
tors Will Smith and Tom Hardy
have reportedly been approached
to star in Warner Bros’ ‘Suicide
Squad’.

The two stars are close to
signing on the film, which is ex-
pected to release in 2016, report-
ed Deadline.

It will be directed by David
Ayer.

“The Wolf Of Wall Street’
actress Margot Robbie is also
looking likely for ‘Suicide
Squad’, which revolves around
a group of supervillains, who are
brought together to tackle high-
risk black ops missions for the
government.—PTI

/|

Actress Jennifer Garner
Ny

Will Smith, Tom Hardy to star
in ‘Suicide Squad’?

JK Rowling to build own ‘Hagrid Hut’

The plans show her new summerhouse look strikingly similar to
the house of Rubeus Hagrid.—PT]

NEw York, 18 Oct —‘Harry
Potter’ author JK Rowling is set
to build her own ‘Hagrid Hut’ in
the grounds of her home.

Rowling’s application to in-
stall the stone summerhouse on
the edge of Killiechassie Estate,
near Aberfeldy in Perthshire, was
approved last week by Perth and
Kinross Council, reported the
Daily Express.

The plans show her new
summerhouse look  strikingly

similar to the house of Rubeus
Hagrid, the Keeper of the Keys
and teacher at the fictional Hog-
warts School of Witchcraft and
Wizardry. The circular structure
will be open to the front, with a
stone bench and slate roof. It will,
like Hagrid’s hut, be situated on
the edge of a forest. The approv-
al for the structure stipulates that
no trees must be damaged or cut
down during the construction.
PTI

| was a streaker
in college time:

Jennifer
Garner

New York, 18 Oct — Ac-
tress Jennifer Garner has revealed
she enjoyed stripping in her col-
lege days.

The 42-year-old actress said
she was never a party animal but
liked to streak, reported the Huff-
ington Post.

“l didn’t drink. | was never
a big party girl, but | streaked.
I was just in a naked frame of
mind. | don’t think | was the only
streaker, but I might have been
the leader of the streakers! And
we just all streaked, all summer,”
Garner recalled.

She is now married to ac-
tor-director Ben Affleck and has
three kids with him. Embarrassed
at the revelation, Garner said, “It
doesn’t (seem like me at all,). |
mean, it must have been six or
seven years ago, so...”—PTI

The two
stars are
close to
signing
on the
film,
which is
expected
to release
in 2016.
PTI

Halle Berry wants 4.

child support

amount reduced?_

Los ANGELEs, 18 Oct — Ac-
tress Halle Berry has reportedly
filed documents asking judge to
cut her monthly child support
obligation out of suspicion her

ex-beau Gabriel Aubry is using

the money. Berry and Aubry, who
dated for five years before splitting in
2010, have joint custody of their daugh-
ter Nahla. Each has the kid around 50 per

cent of the time.

Berry, 48, has asked the judge to reduce
her monthly child support obligation from USD
16,000 a month to just over USD 3,000 a month,

reported TMZ.

The actress has apparently claimed in her
legal documents that Aubry, 39, has stopped
working and is content to live off of the
child support, and that’s an abuse of the
system. She has reportedly added that
Aubry is perfectly capable of getting
a job and by reducing the support it
will allow 6-year-old Nahla to live a
comfortable life, supplemented by

his income.—PTI

Actress Misty Upham’s body
identified by Seattle coroner

Actress Misty Upham

SeEaTTLE/ LOs ANGELES, 18
Oct — “August: Osage County”
actress Misty Upham’s body,
found at the bottom of a deep riv-
er embankment near Seattle, was
officially identified on Friday by
a Washington state coroner, more
than a week after her family re-
ported her missing.

The King County Medical
Examiner said the 32-year-old
Native American actress died
on 5 October, but the cause and
manner of death were still under
investigation.

The actress’ family accused
police in Auburn, Washington,
about 20 miles south of Seattle,
of making little effort to find Up-
ham.

A search party organised by
the family found a body believed
to be Upham on
Thursday at the g
bottom of a 150- ;(i
foot (46-metre) | Nl
embankment in | -

Auburn  near
the Muckle-
shoot  Indian

Reservation. A
purse with Up-
ham’s identifi-

4

s

cation was at the scene and foul
play was not suspected, Auburn
police said.

Police have said they did not
consider Upham, who is from the
Blackfeet tribal nation, to be in
danger, and they could do little
because she was an adult who left
her residence on her own.

Family friend Tracy Rec-
tor, a filmmaker who was part
of family-organized groups that
searched for Upham and has been
a spokeswoman for the family,
said the actress suffered from
anxiety and bi-polar disorder and
was without medication when her
father reported her missing on 6
October.

“They chose not to act when
the family pleaded with them to
help,” Rector said of Auburn po-
lice. “It was not in Misty’s char-
acter to disappear ... They went to
the police repeatedly.”

Rector said Upham’s case
strikes at the long-standing ten-
sion between the Native Amer-
ican community on the Muckle-
shoot Reservation and Auburn
police, which she said has often
been unresponsive and antago-
nistic. “There were a number of
people who came up to me that
said, ‘We’ve been dealing with
this ever since we can remem-
ber. For many, many years
Joot our people are not

'\\\ safe with Auburn
BB police’,”  Rec-
.. tor said. The
Auburn Police
Department
did not respond
to a message
seeking com-
ment on its re-

lations with the

local Native Amer-
ican community.

Reuters

Actress Halle Berry

SR
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Britain’s battered coal industry sees glimmer
of hope in carbon capture

KnoTTINGLEY, (ENg-
land) 18 Oct — A short drive
across Britain’s gritty former
industrial heartland of south
Yorkshire separates the past
and the possible future of its
once mighty coal industry.

Kellingley colliery’s
winding towers loom over
modest streets of row hous-
es, lined with “For Sale”
signs. The mine is likely to
shut soon because it is losing
money — one of the last
three working underground
pits in the country.

Down the road a new
coal-fed power station is
planned, using cutting edge
technology to pipe its harm-
ful carbon emissions un-
derground out to under the
seabed.

“We’ve got coal plants
around us but they’re clos-
ing Kellingley because they
can get it cheaper from God
knows where,” said ex-coal
miner Harry Malkin, 63,
who worked in Yorkshire
pits for 20 years until the
first closures under Margaret
Thatcher in the 1980s.

Supporters of the in-
dustry are counting on the
British government’s drive
to support Carbon Capture
and Storage (CCS) technol-
ogy, which traps and bur-
ies underground polluting
carbon.

One of these planned
CCS projects is the 2-billion
pound White Rose plant
proposed by Drax, Alstom
and BOC, named after the

et

A general view shows the Kellingley Colliery in Knottingley, northern England
on 14 Aug, 2014. — REUTERS

emblem of deeply proud
Yorkshire.

The White Rose power
plant could “in principle”
burn domestic British coal,
but the developers have not
yet decided on the project’s
fuel procurement, a spokes-
man for Drax said.

“The future for British
coal is if we get on with
carbon capture and stor-
age with coal,” said Tony

Lodge, research fellow at
the London-based Centre
for Policy Studies, found-
ed in 1974 by Margaret
Thatcher.

“That means there is a
future for the British indus-
try; it won’t be particularly
massive but it will be the
retention of perhaps 10
million tonnes a year of
output.”

Reuters

WTA bans Russia tennis chief for “‘Williams
brothers’ jibe

NEw York, 18 Oct —
The president of the Russian
Tennis Federation Shamil
Tarpischev has been fined
$25,000 and banned from
the women’s tour for a year
after referring to Serena
and Venus Williams as “the
Williams brothers” on a tel-
evision chat show last week.

Women’s Tennis Asso-
ciation (WTA) chief execu-
tive Stacy Allaster said the
comments were “insulting,
demeaning and have abso-
lutely no place on our sport”.

Allaster added: “Mr
Tarpischev’s statements
questioning their genders
tarnish our great game and
two of our champions. His
derogatory remarks deserve

Journalists are reflected in a logo at the FIFA headquarters after a meeting of the

to be condemned and he
will be sanctioned.

“As a result of his
comments | have ordered
Mr Tarpischev to be fined
$25,000, the maximum
allowed under WTA rules.”

She added that he
would be suspended from
any involvement with the
WTA for a year.

World number one Ser-
ena Williams has won 18
grand slam singles titles
while her sister Venus has
won seven majors.

Dave Haggerty, pres-
ident of the United States
Tennis Association, called
on Tarpischev to issue an
apology.

Reuters

!

Russia’ s coach Shamil Tarpischev gives instructions

to his player Alexandra Panova during their Fed Cup
World Group women’s tennis final match against
Italy’s Roberta Vinci in Cagliari, on 2 Nov, 2013.
REUTERS

executive committee in Zurich on 4 Oct, 2013. — REUTERS
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Malaysian launches bid to join FIFA exco

Kuara Lumpur, 18 Oct
— Malaysian Football Pres-
ident Tengku Abdullah Sul-
tan Ahmad Shah is targeting
more places for Asian sides
at future World Cups after
launching a bid to join the
all-powerful FIFA executive
committee.

The Asian Football
Confederation will vote for
three members to join FI-
FA’s decision-making board
with Tengku Abdullah the
first of many expected to
throw their hat into the ring
for the election expected to

take place in April or May.

The Malaysian launched
his *1Asia 1Voice’ campaign
on Friday by repeating the
old, somewhat tired, adage
of any prospective AFC
candidate about having plans
to reunite the confederation,
long fractured by corruption
and disagreements.

To do that, the Asian
Hockey Federation (AHF)
president believed greater
spoils for the 46 AFC mem-
bers would help.

“We are the largest
continent, with the highest

population in the world. Half
of the sponsorship FIFA
receive are from Asia,” he
told reporters in Malaysia.

“l believe that we
should be given more places
in the World Cup rather than
the four seats allocated to us
at the moment.”

Asia’s four represent-
atives at this year’s World
Cup all finished bottom of
their groups. It was the first
time since the 1990 tourna-
ment in Italy that Asia did
not win a game at the finals.

Reuters
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Cilic overpowers Robredo to reach Kremlin Cup semis

Moscow, 18 Oct —
US Open champion Marin
Cilic moved into the last
four of the Kremlin Cup
with a 6-3, 6-3 win over
Spain’s Tommy Robredo
on Friday.

The 26-year-old Cro-
atian proved too strong for

the experienced Spaniard,
ranked 21* in the world,
who was making his second
appearance at the Kremlin
Cup after a 12-year hiatus.

World number eight
Cilic hit 10 aces and con-
verted four break points
on his way to a victory that

Marin Cilic of Croatia returns a shot during his men’s
singles tennis match against lvo Karlovic of Croatia
at the Shanghai Masters tennis tournament on 6 Oct,

2014. — REUTERS

kept him on course for his
fifth final of the year.

“Today’s performance
was at a higher level than
yesterday — my move-
ment was better, as were
my ground shots and espe-
cially my serve,” Cilic told
reporters.

“l was hoping to play
better because Robredo is
very difficult opponent,
dangerous from the back of
the court. We had to play
games much longer than |
expected. I’m really happy
I could win in two sets.”

The tournament fa-

vourite will now face
26-year-old Kazakh
Mikhail Kukushkin in the
semi-finals.

“l saw his match with
Mikhail Youzhny and Kuk-
ushkin showed high quali-
ty,” Cilic said.

“He is the kind of the

player that likes to be ag-
gressive. It’s going to be
different match than to-
day’s, but | have to keep
my level and control the
game better than him.”

Over a decade ago,
Robredo did not enjoy the
happiest of times in Mos-
cow, crashing out to Paul
Henri Mathieu. He would
endure similar misfortune
this time around.

The US Open winner
hit ten aces and convert-
ed five break points on his
way to victory and now is
looking to reach his fifth fi-
nal of the year.

“l think today’s per-
formance was at a higher
level than yesterday — my
movement was better, as
were my ground shots and
especially my serve”, said
Cilic.

Reuters

Injury-hit PSG beat Lens as tempers flare

Paris, 18 Oct — In-
jury-hit Paris St Germain
beat struggling RC Lens
3-1 in a heated Ligue 1
game featuring three red
cards at the Stade de France
on Friday.

Two Lens players and
one from PSG were sent
off in the second half as the
Parisians moved up to sec-
ond in the standings with
18 points from 10 games,
four adrift of Olympique
de Marseille who have a
match in hand.

Lens, who were host-
ing the match at the Stade
de France as their Bollaert
stadium is closed for reno-
vation ahead of Euro 2016,
went ahead on 10 minutes
when Adama Coulibaly
fired home from the edge
of the box.

PSG, without injured
striker Zlatan lbrahimov-
ic and centre backs Thia-
go Silva, David Luiz and
Marquinhos, hit back in
the 28" minute when Yo-

pass. The Brazilian full
back doubled the tally six
minutes later with a clever
25-metre lob.

Things got worse for
promoted Lens in the 54%
minute when Jean-Philippe
Gbamin was sent off for a
second bookable offence
after he pushed Edinson

Cavani in the box.

The Uruguay strik-
er converted the resulting
penalty to put PSG 3-1 up,
just before himself being
sent off for touching refer-
ee Nicolas Rainville’s arm.

Lens finished the game
with nine men when Jerome
Le Moigne was dismissed

after picking up a second
yellow card on 59 minutes.
The result left Lens in 18"
place with eight points
from 10 matches.

Leaders Marseille will
bid for an eighth consecu-
tive league win when they
host Toulouse on Sunday.

Reuters

han Cabaye found the back
of the net with a 20-me-
tre strike from Maxwell’s

Paris St Germain’s Maxwell celebrates with team-mate Yohan Cabaye (top) after
scoring their team’s second goal during their French Ligue 1 soccer match against
RC Lens at the Stade de France in Saint-Denis near Paris on 17 Oct, 2014.—REUTERS

United chasing the right
balance, says Van Gaal

Lonpon, 18 Oct —
Playing spectacular foot-
ball is all well and good but
Manchester United must
find the right balance in
both areas of the pitch if
they want to be successful
this season, manager Louis
van Gaal said on Friday.

After winning their
last two Premier League
matches against West Ham
and Everton, United have
risen to fourth in the table
with 11 points from seven
matches.

But despite showing
plenty of attacking flair
in their recent resurgence,
United’s defensive frailties
have been all too evident
this season, and Dutchman
Van Gaal wants to see a
more rounded performance
against West Bromwich
Albion on Monday.

“We need more bal-
ance, | said that after the
Everton match. I’m looking
for balance in the team, not
just spectacular attacking
football,” Van Gaal told a
news conference.

“When you lose the
ball, you must have a shape
as a team and then you can
defend more easily. You
can kill the game better.

“l don’t think that we
are in balance now. | am
sorry to say that, but it is
the truth. We are moving
forward in training ses-
sions, though, and evaluat-
ing those sessions. | hope
that we shall improve.”

Captain Wayne Roon-
ey is still suspended after
being sent off against West
Ham, but the injury crisis
which Van Gaal labelled as
the worst of his managerial
career appears to be easing.

England defenders
Chris Smalling and Phil
Jones have both returned
to full training during the
international break, while
midfielder Michael Carrick
is also nearing a return after
an ankle injury.

“This morning (Fri-

IS
Manchester Unite
manager Louis Van Gaal

day), we didn’t need any
players from the second
team and that is a plus,”
Van Gaal said. “I am very
happy because there are no
injuries from the interna-
tional games.”

Van Gaal will be des-
perate to settle his side,
having used 30 different
players in the league al-
ready this season — more
than any other club.

Rooney will be a big
absence: the striker has
scored in his last six Pre-
mier League starts against
the Baggies.

Fourteenth-placed
West Brom have made
a steady start under new
manager Alan Irvine and
Van Gaal is expecting a
tough examination at The
Hawthorns.

“West Brom are very
difficult to beat, especially
there, in their home,” he
said. “They play not only
long balls but they also
play a positional game.

“We have to start with
a victory after the interna-
tional break.”

While the omens are
not fantastic for United —
they have won only one
of their last five Premier
League matches played on
a Monday — they are dire
for West Brom. The Bag-
gies have won only two of
their previous 18 Premier
League matches played on
a Monday.

Reuters

Singapore shift events to protect pitch for Suzuki Cup

Singapore, 18 Oct — Proprietors of Singapore’s
much-maligned National Stadium have bumped a concert in
an attempt to assure concerned organizers that they will have
a pitch up to the standards for next month’s Suzuki Cup.

Taiwanese pop star Jay Chou’s 8 November perfor-
mance will be moved to a week after the conclusion of the 22
November — 20 December Southeast Asian football cham-
pionships amid fears that covering the pitch for the concert
would kill the grass.

“As we now begin to look forward to the AFF Suzuki
Cup next month, we have had to make some difficult deci-
sions to ensure this regional competition has the best chance
for success with regards to the quality of the National Stadi-
um pitch,” Sports Hub chief operating officer Oon Jin Teik
said in a statement.

Tournament organizers, the ASEAN Football Federa-
tion (AFF), said they would decide on Wednesday whether
or not to move the eight-team tournament, to be co-hosted
with Vietnam, or switch venues to Singapore’s much smaller
5,000 seat Jalan Besar stadium on an artificial pitch.

The National Stadium surface was heavily criticised
again this week as Brazil beat Japan 4-0 in a friendly on
Tuesday on a surface the Singapore Football Association
deemed far short of international standards.

The AFF want the stadium — the centrepiece of a $1
billion Sports Hub also featuring an aquatics centre and in-
door stadium — to be empty for a minimum of 15 working
days prior to their event. That puts into doubt the New Zea-
land Maori’s non-cap rugby match against the invitational
Asia Pacific Dragons in Singapore on 15 November.

A second concert featuring Grammy award winning
artist Mariah Carey will go ahead on Friday but with a re-
arranged stage and set up to better protect the sandy pitch,
made of natural grass reinforced with artificial fibre inserts.

The pitch only had two weeks to bed in May as appose
to the normal six-month period leaving it struggling to cope
with the number of events and constant covering for concerts
and amateur runs. Many are unhappy with the poor spectacle
which threatens to hinder Singapore’s bid to become a sport-
ing capital. Sport Singapore, a statutory board of the Ministry
of Culture, Community and Youth, threatened to withhold
funds for Sports Hub if the pitch problems continued to em-
barrass. “We cannot be paying for what has not been deliv-
ered,” it said shortly after Tuesday’s fulltime whistle.

Reuters
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