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Nay Pyi Taw, 7 July—A radio message of the Pres-
ident of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar U Thein 
Sein on the conflict in Mandalay will be broadcast on 
radio on 7 and 8 July. 

Myanma Radio, Mandalay FM, Pyinsawady FM, 
Shwe FM, Cherry FM, Padamya FM, FM Bagan and 
Thazin Radio will broadcast the message at 8 pm on 7 
July and at 7 a.m, 11 a.m, 6 p.m and 8 p.m on 8 July.

MNA

President U Thein Sein’s 
message on conflict of 

Mandalay to be broadcast 
on 7 and 8 July

Yangon, 7 July—A 
Singapore-based consorti-
um led by CPG consultants 
has been appointed to de-
velop a master plan for one 
of the three large special 
economic zones in Myan-
mar, according to the report 
by Channel News Asia on 
Monday.

CPG Consultancy 
Ltd., signed an agreement 
in March with the Commit-
tee of Bid Invitation and 
Selection for the Kyaukpyu 

Singapore consortium to create master plan 
for Rakhine SEZ

By Aung Khin
Special Economic Zone in 
Rakhine State of western 
Myanmar, serving as the 
key advisor for choosing 
and inviting international 
developers to the SEZ. 

The project will in-
clude a deep-sea port and 
an industrial park and res-
idential developments with 
education, health care, and 
recreational facilities. The 
zone is valued at US$227 
million, according to offi-
cial data. 

At the completion of 
the project, it will cover 
some 75 square kilometres.

CPG said that the pro-
ject is part of plans to create 
a ‘mini-Singapore’ on an 
island off in Myanmar. 

The Myanmar govern-
ment and the Consortium 
will select construction 
companies in December 
using an international bid 
process that is already un-
derway, said an official con-
cerned. 

The companies that are 
chosen will be expected to 
draw detailed plans in the 
first two months of 2015. 

While CPG is con-
structing a new power plant 

and power lines for the 
project, Myanmar will also 
upgrade the existing road 
network in this SEZ devel-
opment project. 

The two others SEZs 
in Myanmar are Dawei in 
the south of the country 
and Thilawa near Yangon. 

CPG Consortium is a 
famous development com-
pany in the Asia-Pacific 
area and offers a wide vari-
ety of services from build-
ing and infrastructure de-
velopment to management 
assistance.

NLM

Vice President U Nyan Tun 
receives British, Chinese 
businessmen
Budget allocation to be more 
transparent in future
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A natural gas pipeline laid in Kyaukpyu Special Economic Zone in Rakhine State of western 
Myanmar.—Photo: Ramree.com

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 
July—The Bi Mon Te Nay 
Journal Vol 1 No 29 pub-
lished a cover-story head-
lined “Daw Aung San Suu 
Kyi and National Races 
Democratic Forces elect-
ed as interim government” 
and the issue was distrib-
uted on 7 July ahead of its 
publication date 11 July. 
The news story may cause 
misunderstanding among 
the readers and defamation 

Action to be taken against news 
story about MDCF statement in 

Bi Mon Te Nay Journal
of the government, under-
mine the stability of the 
State and damage public 
interests.

Departments con-
cerned are investigating 
the matter and if it is dis-
covered that the election 
of the interim government 
was true, action will be 
taken according to the 
existing laws as this is 
against the State Constitu-
tion.—MNA

President U Thein 
Sein on Monday appreci-
ated the unity of religions 
and communities in pre-
vention of spreading vio-
lence in Mandalay, the an-
cient capital of Myanmar. 

During his broadcast-
ing message to the coun-
try, the President said that 
Myanmar has faced some 
conflicts in racial and re-
ligious issues; some prob-
lems happened due to pov-
erty, lack of education and 

President U Thein Sein appreciates 
intercommunal unity in Mandalay

less development, while 
some others are caused by 
instigators who are under-
mining the development of 
democratic practices in the 
country.

He also said that such 
intentionally instigation 
activates have left the suf-
ferings of innocent people, 
and the image of the coun-
try was tarnished among 
international community.

President added that 
people in Mandalay have 

traditionally lived together 
for many decades, keeping 
in mind that they all are 
Mandalay residents, and 
that such practices are the 
model society for the whole 
country. 

He also said that every 
cloud has a silver lining af-
ter the recent riot as Man-
dalay people could show 
their unity and mutual trust 
among communities. 

U Thein Sein also 
promised that the govern-

ment will take serious 
actions against activi-
ties which pose threat on 
peace and stability of the 
country through systemat-
ic management. 

He also warned that 
the country has enjoyed 
media freedom due to the 
political reform processes 
of the government, and 
that the press freedom 
should be used without 
threatening the stability of 
the state.

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 July—The following is the translation of the excerpts from the radio message on Mandalay 
riots of President U Thein Sein. 

Yangon, 7 July—The 
public are here by informed 
that exceptionally high 
Spring of from 20.1 feet 
to 21.5 feet high above the 
datum are expected to oc-
cur in Yangon River during 
the period 11th to 17th July 
2014. That it is not serious 

Myanma Port Authority 
releases warning of high tide

because the high tide has 
reached up to 21.9 feet high 
above datum in the year 
2012 and 2013, and that 
the warning is issued only 
because high tide reaches 
over 20 feet high above da-
tum.

MPA/NLM
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Strict law enforcement crucial for 
protection of Myanmar wildlife
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Yangon, 8 July—The Government of the Republic 
of the Union of Myanmar has agreed to the appoint-
ment of Mr. Mohammad Suflur Rahman as Ambassa-
dor Extraoridinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s 
Republic of Bangladesh to the Republic of the Union 
of Myanmar in succession to His Excellency Mr. Anup 
Kumar Chakma.

Mr. Mohammad Suflur Rahman was born in 1964, 
and holds degrees of B.Sc (Civil Engineering) from 
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology 
(BUET), Dhaka and MBA from the Institute of Busi-
ness Administration, Dhaka University. He joined the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Bangladesh in 1991 as 
Assistant Secretary. During his diplomatic career, he 
has held various positions at Bangladesh High Com-
mission offices abroad: New Delhi (1995-1999), Bang-
ladesh Permanent Mission to UN in Geneva (1999 to 
2002) and Islamabad (2008-2010). He also served as 
Director General of SAARC Department and Economic 
Affairs Department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
from August 2010 to September 2012.

Mr. Mohammad Suflur Rahman is presently serv-
ing as Bangladesh High Commissioner to Sri Lanka. He 
is married with two daughters and a son.—MNA

Appointment of 
Ambassador agreed on

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 
July—Officials and service 
personnel are to step up 
production and construc-
tion tasks at farmlands and 
dams in line with the Third 
Wave process of the na-
tion, said Union Minister 
for Agriculture and Irriga-
tion U Myint Hlaing on his 
inspection tour of tractors 
and combine harvesters at 
a 3,000-acre mechanized 
farm near Nay Pyi Taw 
Hotel Zone on Monday.

The Union minister 
visited the 120-ton rice 
processing plant and 220-
ton rice mill construction 
project in Alyinlo Village 
of Pyinmana Township and 
inspected progress of con-
struction tasks. He viewed 
construction of the con-
crete road, installation of 

Staff urged to step up tasks in line with Third 
Wave process

Free 2014 FIFA World Cup final party 
to be held at Dagon Centre-2

Yangon, 7 July—In one 
week the champions of the 
2014 FIFA World Cup will 
be crowned, with Coca-Co-
la Myanmar hosting a par-
ty here on Sunday, 13 July 
in front of Dagon Centre-2 
from 1 pm to 5 pm. The par-
ty, which will be non-tick-
eted and open to everyone, 
will be held as part of Co-
ca-Cola’s celebrations of the 
2014 FIFA World Cup and a 
follow-up to the brand’s re-
cently-held activities which 
have attracted thousands of 
people in Myanmar.

Organizers said that 

Kyaw The-ein (MNA-External)
visitors can enjoy “an ac-
tion-packed afternoon”. 
There will be music perfor-
mances by Eaint Chit and 
Mi Sandy, football games 
and contests as well as op-
portunities for people to win 
exclusive Coca-Cola FIFA 
World Cup prizes after per-
forming their best rendition 
of the Coca-Cola “Brrrr” as 
seen in the Coca-Cola “Brr-
rr” television commercial. 

Attendees will also be 
treated to a taste of Brazilian 
culture at the event, linking 
to Brazil’s hosting of the 
2014 FIFA World Cup with 

a dance performance by a 
Capoeira Dance Group and 
samba music played in be-
tween the various activities.

On top of that, the 
Hyrax Dance Crew who 
featured in the music vid-
eo of the Myanmar version 
of “The World is Ours”, 
the Coca-Cola song for the 
2014 FIFA World Cup, will 
also perform. The song, 
which was released earlier 
this year, features vocals 
from global brand ambas-
sador and international re-
cording artist David Correy 
as well as Myanmar brand 
ambassadors Sai Sai Kham 
Leng and Bobby Soxer.

People to cooperate with ministry to 
preserve ancient cities

Saturday.
The deputy minis-

ter said: “The 38th annual 
World Heritage Commit-
tee meeting in Doha, Qa-
tar approved three ancient 
Pyu cities in Myanmar for 
the world heritage list in 
June 2014. However, there 
remain many future tasks 
for these Pyu cities. So, 
local people are to coop-
erate with the Ministry of 
Culture for finishing the 
tasks before the 40th annual 

World Heritage Committee 
meeting in 2016.”

Wellwishers and or-
ganizations donated cash 
to the fund for giving edu-
cative talks and for under-
taking maintenance of the 
ancient Pyu cities.

On Sunday, the deputy 
minister inspected mainte-
nance of the Thiri Khittaya 
museum, walls and gates of 
Sri Kestra ancient city and 
pagodas.

MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 
July—Deputy Minister for 
Culture Daw Sanda Khin 
explained future tasks for 
ancient Pyu cities Hanlin, 
Beikthano and Sri Kestra, 
which have been put on 
the World Heritage list, 
in a meeting with the au-
thorities of Pyay, Mag-
way and Shwebo districts 
and local people in Pyay, 
old and new Thayaykhit-
taya in Pyay Township of 
Bago Region on Friday and  

power line and transform-
ers and growing of shade 
trees in the compound of 

rice mill.
He looked into sup-

ply of water from Ngalaik 

Dam through feeder canals 
to the farmlands.—MNA

Mandalay government to cooperate 
with interfaith organization to prevent 

further violence
He said his region-

al government was taking 
strict actions against anyone 
who was involved in the 
riots or committed related 
crimes.

Members of the Inter-
faith Friendship Organi-
zation (Central) explained 
arrangements to cooperate 

with the regional govern-
ment for the stability of the 
region and to release news 
in time.

The chief minister, 
region ministers and mem-
bers of the central interfaith 
friendship organization par-
ticipated in the meeting.

Mandalay Region IPRD

Mandalay, 7 July—
Mandalay Region Chief 
Minister U Ye Myint told 
members of Interfaith 
Friendship Organization 
(Central) on Sunday that the 
regional government would 
cooperate with the regional 
interfaith organization to 
prevent further riots.

Union Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation U Myint Hlaing views delivery 
of tractors at 3,000-acre mechanized farm near Nay Pyi Taw Hotel Zone.

mna

Mandalay, 7 July—
Chairman of the central In-
terfaith Friendship Organ-
ization U Sein Win Aung 
and Chairman of the Man-
dalay Region Interfaith 
Friendship Organization 
U Kyaw Win and other 
leading members sent their 

Interfaith friendship organization 
officials comfort families of Mandalay 

riot victims
condolences to the family 
of Ko Tun Tun @ Yaung 
Pyan from the Aungmyet-
hazan Township timber 
extraction compound and 
the family of Ko Soe Min 
at the corner of 82nd and 
31st streets in Chanayeth-
azan Township, with the 

organization donating K1 
million to each of the fam-
ilies.

Their family mem-
bers died on 1 July in the 
Mandalay riots that started 
after a tea shop owner was 
attacked by a mob.

MNA

Hospitals in Yamethin District inspected

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 July—
Deputy Minister for Health 
Dr Than Aung inspected 
Yamethin District Gener-
al Hospital (100-bed) and 

Deputy 

Minister for 

Health Dr 

Than Aung 

views round 

patient 

awards at 

Yamethin 

District 

General 

Hospital.

mna

Wundwin Township Hos-
pital (50-bed) on Friday.

At Pyawbwe Town-
ship Hospital, the dep-
uty minister comforted 

patients. In Meiktila, the 
deputy minister met staff 
and trainees at the district 
hospital.

MNA
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Nay Pyi Taw, 7 July—
Vice President U Nyan Tun 
received a delegation led 
by Executive Vice Presi-
dent Sir John Grant of Poli-
cy and Corporate Affairs of 
BG Group, plc of England 
and another delegation led 
by Ms Hong Bo, President 
of CITIC Construction 
Company Ltd of China at 
the Credentials Hall of the 
Presidential Palace in Nay 
Pyi Taw on Monday.

In the meeting with the 
British delegation, energy 
security, implementation 
of adopted energy policy 
for sustainable growth and 
cooperation in exploration 
and production of offshore 
natural gas were among the 

Vice President U Nyan Tun 
receives British, Chinese 

businessmen
topics discussed.

At the meeting with 
CITIC delegation, they 
talked about increasing 
the living standard of rural 
people by establishing a ru-
ral development fund and 
responsible investment in 
special economic zones.

MNA

Vice President 

U Nyan Tun in group 

photo with Ms Hong 

Bo, President of CITIC 

Construction Company 

Ltd of China and 

delegation.—mna

Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing 

donates Waso robes, 
alms to leading monks

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 July—
Commander-in-Chief of 
Defence Services Senior 
General Min Aung Hlaing 
and wife Daw Kyu Kyu Hla 
attended a ceremony to do-
nate Waso robes and alms 
to members of the Sang-
ha at the hall of Office of 
the Commander-in-Chief 
(Army) in Nay Pyi Taw on 
Monday.

The Senior Gener-
al and wife offered Waso 
robes and alms to the 
Chairman of State Sangha 
Maha Nayaka Committee 
Bhamo Monastery Abbot 

Bhaddanta Kumara.
The Deputy Com-

mander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Com-
mander-in-Chief (Army) 
Vice-Senior General Soe 
Win and wife also donat-
ed Waso robes and alms 
to Vice Chairman of the  
SSMNC Abbot of Dekkh-
inayama Phayagyi Monas-
tery of Mandalay Bhadd-
anta Obasabhivamsa, with 
senior military officers 
offering robes and alms  
to other members of the 
Sangha.

Myawady

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 July 
—Myanmar is moving to-
ward a more transparent 
system of budget proposals 
and implementation year 
by year, Deputy Minister 
for Finance Dr Lin Aung 
told the Upper House on 
Monday.

He added that the 
government is cooperating 
with the World Bank for 
the development of public 
finance management and is 
implementing step-by-step 
measures to develop more 
transparent open budgets 
and citizens budgets in ac-
cordance with internation-
al standards. 

It is the responsibility 
of every government to in-
form the public how taxes 
are used and loans are re-
paid, he continued. 

The citizen budget 
means releasing basic in-
formation on the budget 
to the public without any 

Budget allocation to be more transparent in future

technical terms so that 
the public can know how 
much income a govern-
ment earns and how to al-
locate it. 

After developing the 
strategy for development 
of public finance manage-
ment, the government has 
been implementing it since 
2014-15 fiscal year, ac-
cording to the union dep-
uty minister. 

Other topic discussed 
on Monday at the Upper 
House session focused on 
purchase of raw rubber 
from local business and 
issuing land grant doc-
uments.  At the Lower 
House session on Monday, 
representatives and offi-
cials discussed matters re-
lated to traffic congestion 
in border town Myawady, 
withholding taxes on work 
contracts to private build-
ers and arrangements for 
closure of old copper 

mines. 
The speaker of the 

Lower House informed the 
representatives of the mes-
sage he sent to the presi-

dent in which he highlight-
ed the need to protect the 
birthrights of Myanmar 
migrant workers in Chi-
na.—MNA

Representatives holding discussions at Upper House in Nay Pyi Taw.—mna

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 July— 
Union Minister for Envi-
ronmental Conservation 
and Forestry U Win Tun 
on Monday discussed man-
grove forest conservation 
and a conservation plan 
with Ola Elvestuen, head 
of the Norwegian Parlia-
ment’s Standing Commit-
tee for Energy and the En-
vironment, here.

Norway is now help-
ing Myanmar with the pro-
grammes on conservation 
of biodiversity and forest 
resources.  At the meeting, 
the two sides also discussed 
cooperation with INGOs in 
rehabilitation programmes, 
mangrove forest conserva-
tion activities between the 
ministry and the World-
view International Foun-

Union minister discusses mangrove 
conservation with Norwegian MP

dation (WIF) by signing 
MoUs.—MNA

Union Minister U Win Tun holds talks with 
Norwegian  MP Ola Elvestuen and party.—mna
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Today’s 
Myanmar 
News sites

Nay Pyi Taw

Mandalay

Mawlu

Nyaunglebin

Yangon

Kyauktu

Kyaukkyi
Thandwe

Muse

work hard as well.
Officials presented 

prizes to winners in the 
essay contest in commem-
oration of  Myanmar Wom-
en’s Day 2014.

Kyaw Than Swe

Nyaunglebin, 7 July—
In honour of the Myan-
mar Writers Association’s 
first conference 2014, the 
Nyaunglebin Township 
Writers Association of Bago 
Region held a ceremony to 
honour blood donors and 
outstanding students who 
passed the matriculation 
examination in 2013-14 ac-
ademic year at its office in 
Nyaunglebin on Monday.

Chairman of Town-
ship Writers Association 
Dr Myint Than (Nyaun-
glebin) and Vice Chair-
man U Thein Aung (Thein 
Aung Oo-Nyaunglebin) 
explained the purpose of 
awarding the outstanding 
students and honouring the 

Blood donors, outstanding students honoured 
in Nyaunglebin

blood donors, with officials 
of the township associa-

tion giving prizes to the 
outstanding students and 

blood donors.
Nay Lin (Nyaunglebin)

Mawlu, 7 July—Den-
gue haemorrhagic fever is 
one of the most common 
diseases in the rainy sea-
son, with authorities in 
Mawlu Village of Indaw 
Township in Sagaing Re-
gion on Sunday supervis-
ing the spraying of build-
ings and residences.

Five staff from Bio En-
ergy Company in Taung-
gyi-Shwenyaung sprayed 
drains, latrines, houses, 
bushes and buildings in the 
wards.
Khin Maung Swe (Mawlu)

Residences 
sprayed 
to prevent 
DHF

Gangaw District WAO 
honours outstanding students

Gangaw, 7 July—
Chairperson of Gangaw 
District Women’s Affairs 
Organization Daw Nilar 
Myint and officials award-
ed five distinction winners, 
including top student Ma 
Shweyi Ye Myint, in the 
matriculation examination 
in Gangaw of Sagaing Re-
gion on 3 July.

Ma Shweyi Ye My-
int said her future plan is 
to join a good university, 
urging younger students to 

Kyaukkyi, 7 July—
Township Administrator 
U Tin Myo Aung held a 
meeting with departmental 
officials, students and local 
people at the hall of Mone 
in Kyaukkyi Township of 
Bago Region on Saturday.

Chairman of Kyaukkyi 
Township Development 
Supportive Committee 
(Mone Region) U Saw Oo 

Authorities emphasize development of Mone region 
in Kyaukkyi Township

said that only when lo-
cal people cooperate with 
township authorities, will 
the region develop.

Head of Township 
Agriculture Department 
U Aung Kyaw, Assistant 
Manager of Myanma Agri-
cultural Development Bank 
U Soe Lwin and Executive 
Officer U Kyaw Swa Lin 
of Township Develop-

ment Affairs Committee 
discussed development of 
the region. Commander of 
the Township Police Force 
Police Major Myo Nyunt 
briefed them on coopera-
tion in security, stability, 
rule of law and crime re-
duction.

The township admin-
istrator explained region-

al development, smooth 
transportation, develop-
ment of education standard 
and power supply.

Departmental officials 
reviewed discussions of the 
local people.

After that, the author-
ities made an inspection 
tour of Nyaungbintha, 
Kawbyin, MyaungU and 

Meedaingtaw villages in 
Mone region.

Artist Than Win 
(Kyaukkyi media)

4,000 stimulant tablets seized 
in Muse

Muse, 7 July—Mem-
bers of No 22 Anti-Drug 
Squad of Muse, acting on 
a tip-off, searched the mo-
torcycles of two suspects, 
identified as Gam Aung 
and Tung Kyin Pauk (a) Ah 
Paung from Namkham, in 
Muse on Sunday afternoon.

Tung Kyin Pauk (a) 
Ah Paung managed to es-
cape the scene, but was 
later caught by security 
personnel. Searching their 
motorbikes, the personnel 
seized 4,000 stimulant tab-
lets weighing 360 grams 
from small packets.

Muse Myoma Police 

Station opened lawsuits 
against Gam Aung, 29, of 
Kawachet Village in Nam-
kham Township and Tung 
Kyin Pauk (a) Ah Paung, 
28, of Ward 1 in Namkham 

under the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Law.

Thein Zaw Oo (ShweliU)

Gangaw

Mawhan
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Military chopper crash kills 
more than 10 in Hanoi

Airforce personnel guard the area outside the site of a military helicopter crash, 
outside Hanoi on 7 July, 2014.—Reuters

Hanoi, 7 July — A 
military helicopter crashed 
into a residential area on 
the fringes of Vietnam’s 
capital Hanoi on Mon-
day, killing more than 10 

 people, a witness and gov-
ernment officials said.

The helicopter came 
down during exercises 
early in the morning near 
a housing area about 30 

kilometres (19 miles) west 
of the city center and local 
officials were investigating 
the incident and assessing 
the damage.

Kieu Van Kinh, an  

official at the People’s 
Committee of Thach Hoa 
commune in Hanoi’s 
Thach That district, said 
more than 10 military per-
sonnel were killed.

Officials did not say 
whether there were any 
survivors or if any civilians 
were hurt or killed. A Reu-
ters witness saw fire trucks 
arrive and people carrying 
away what appeared to be 
pieces of wreckage.

Troops and police 
blocked access to the crash 
site, which was near a mili-
tary airport.

A resident told Reuters 
she had counted at least 12 
bodies around the crash 
site. Several vendors said 
those on board were para-
troopers who had bought 
food from them just mo-
ments earlier.

It was unclear what 
model the chopper was. Vi-
etnam’s military helicop-
ters are mostly Soviet-era 
models.

Reuters

Indonesia’s tight, dirty presidential race 
may be decided in West Java

Tasikmalaya, 7 July 
— The closest and dirtiest 
presidential race in Indo-
nesia’s young democra-
cy could be decided on 
Wednesday among the 
mosques and rice paddies 
of West Java, the nation’s 
most populous province.

Former special forc-
es chief Prabowo Subian-
to and Jakarta Governor 
Joko “Jokowi” Widodo are 
running neck-and-neck in 
opinion polls, leaving mar-
kets in Southeast Asia’s 
largest economy under 
pressure and on tenterhooks 
awaiting the outcome.

Indonesia’s 190 million 
voters face a clear choice: 
the relatively untested, un-
tainted Jokowi or a tough 
nationalist in Prabowo who 
has top military leadership 
experience but is dogged 
by decades-old allegations 
of army brutality, which he 
denies. “The young democ-
racy of Indonesia is about 
to face a tough maturity 
test on 9 July,” said Wel-
lian Wiranto, economist at 
OCBC Bank.

This will be the 
first time in the world’s 
third-largest democra-
cy that a directly elected 
president hands over the 

Australia  
returns 41  

asylum seekers 
to Sri Lanka
Sydney, 7 July — The 

Australian and Sri Lankan 
governments have moved 
swiftly to return a group 
of 41 Sri Lankan nationals 
who attempted to arrive il-
legally in Australia by boat, 
Immigration Minister Scott 
Morrison announced on 
Monday.

Morrison said in a 
statement that the asylum 
seekers were scanned by 
teleconference at sea be-
fore being transferred to 
the Sri Lankan navy near 
Sri Lanka on Sunday.

All of the people on 
board were “safe and ac-
counted for” and the boat 
was not in distress.

The suspected illegal 
entry vessel was intercept-
ed by an Australian border 
protection patrol west of 
Cocos (Keeling) Islands 
in late June, the statement 
said.

Morrison said the 
transfer follows previous 
returns to Sri Lanka includ-
ing 79 illegal maritime ar-
rivals last year.—Xinhua

Indonesian presidential candidate Joko “Jokowi” Widodo runs on the stage after 
delivering a speech in front of his supporters at Gelora Bung Karno stadium in 

Jakarta on 5 July, 2014.—Reuters

reins to another. Outgoing 
president Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono, who has large-
ly disappointed in his last 
four years, must step down 
in October after serving a 
two-term limit.

Voting starts in Indo-
nesia’s distant eastern is-
lands and finishes two time 
zones away in the densely 
populated west at 0700 
BST. Early counts by poll-
sters should give an idea of 
the outcome fairly soon af-
terwards.

A Prabowo win is ex-
pected to weaken markets 
due to concerns that he will 
introduce protectionist pol-
icies in the financial and 
farm sectors, and launch 
big debt-funded spending 
projects. Stocks .JKSE and 
the rupiah have fallen about 
4 percent since mid-May 
when Jokowi’s big lead in 
the polls began to slip.

Should the race be too 
close to call, the markets 
could take an even bigger 
hit, particularly if it is a 
long, drawn-out process 
involving legal battles, pro-
tests and violence.

MAIN BATTLE-
GROUND

All eyes are on 
the main battleground  

province of West Java, an 
area the size of the Nether-
lands but with a population 
nearly three times larger.

Prabowo has seized 
a single-digit lead from 
Jokowi in the province of 
46 million people, helped 
by a smear campaign that 
raised questions about the 
Jakarta governor’s race and 
religion — potent topics in 
a nation that is 95 percent 
native Indonesian and has 
the world’s largest Muslim 
population.

“That had a very big 
impact,” said Fitri Hari, 
researcher at polling firm 
Lingkaran Survei Indone-
sia, referring to questions, 
aired in social media by 
Prabowo supporters, about 
Jokowi’s Islamic faith and 
his Javanese ethnicity - 
even though he was born 
a Muslim in the Javanese 
town of Solo.

To counter the smear, 
Jokowi is set to go on a 
minor pilgrimage to Sau-
di Arabia early this week 

when there is a ban on pub-
lic campaigning before the 
vote.

Jokowi’s lead in na-
tional opinion polls — as 
much as 30 percentage 
points three months ago 
— has shrunk as the smear 
campaign has developed, 
pollsters say. Prabowo, 
who has not made public 
comments about Jokowi’s 
race or religion, has ap-
peared to lead a more or-
ganized campaign than his 
rival.—Reuters

Cambodia  
celebrates 6th 

anniversary of 
Preah Vihear 

Temple on 
World Heritage 

List
Penh, 7 July — Cam-

bodia marked the sixth an-
niversary of the inscription 
of the 11th century Preah 
Vihear Temple on the UN-
ESCO’s World Heritage 
List on Monday. The event 
was held at the complex 
of Preah Vihear Temple in 
Preah Vihear province with 
the participation of about 
2,000 people including gov-
ernment officials, UNESCO 
officials, cultural experts, 
local authorities and resi-
dents.

Chuch Phoeun, culture 
ministry secretary of State 
and chairman of the Preah 
Vihear Temple National 
Authority, said the celebra-
tion was to promote aware-
ness of the temple’s status 
among the public and to 
show national pride that the 
temple gained a world her-
itage status. “The temple is 
the emblem of Cambodia’s 
pride,” he said. You Sovan, 
deputy chief of the Preah 
Vihear provincial tourism 
department, said the temple 
attracted 63,600 domestic 
and foreign tourists in the 
first six months of this year, 
up 53 percent from 41,600 
visitors over the same peri-
od last year.

“The temple will be 
the country’s 2nd largest 
tourist destination in the fu-
ture after the Angkor Wat 
world heritage site, “ he 
said. Preah Vihear, a Hin-
du temple, is located on 
the top of a 525-metre cliff 
in the Dangrek Mountains, 
about 500 km northwest of 
Phnom Penh, the capital of 
Cambodia.

It had been a flashpoint 
of sporadic armed clashes 
between Cambodian and 
Thai troops between July 
2008 and May 2011. The 
Hague-based Internation-
al Court of Justice (ICJ) 
awarded Cambodia the 
temple and its vicinity on 
15 June, 1962, but Thailand 
claimed the ownership of 
4.6 square km of scrub next 
to the temple in 2008, trig-
gering deadly armed con-
flict.

In November last year, 
ICJ ruled that Cambodia 
had sovereignty over the 
whole territory of the prom-
ontory of Preah Vihear 
Temple, and ordered Thai-
land to withdraw its armed 
forces from that territory.

Xinhua
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Merkel says US spying allegations are serious
Beijing, 7  July — 

German Chancellor Ange-
la Merkel said on Monday 
allegations that a German 
man worked as a double 
agent for US intelligence 
were serious and, if true, 
were a clear contradiction 
of what cooperation be-
tween partners is supposed 
to be about. The case risks 
further straining ties with 
Washington, which have 
been sorely tested by rev-
elations last year of large-
scale snooping on Ger-
many by the US National 
Security Agency.

“If the reports are cor-
rect it would be a serious 
case,” Merkel told a news 
conference in Beijing, 
standing next to Chinese 
Premier Li Keqiang.

“If the allegations are 
true, it would be for me a 
clear contradiction as to 
what I consider to be trust-
ing cooperation between 

Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel reviews an honour guard during a welcoming 
ceremony outside the Great Hall of the People in Beijing on 7 July, 2014. — Reuters

Those include information 
about a parliamentary com-
mittee looking into allega-
tions by former US intel-
ligence contractor Edward 
Snowden that Washington 
carried out major surveil-
lance in Germany, includ-
ing monitoring Merkel’s 
phone.   

Surveillance is a sen-
sitive issue in a country 
where memories of the 
Nazi’s Gestapo secret po-
lice and communist East 
Germany’s Stasi ensure 
the right to privacy is treas-
ured.

As Merkel visited 
China, where she oversaw 
the signing of agreements 
involving Airbus Group 
NV’s helicopter division 
selling 100 aircraft to Chi-
nese companies, a German 
intelligence chief warned 
that some firms in China 
faced a growing threat from 
industrial espionage by 

Chinese government agen-
cies with huge resources.” 
Germany is against that 
— regardless of where it 
comes from,” Merkel said, 
in reference to industrial 
espionage.

“We have a duty as the 
state to protect our econo-
my... We are for the protec-
tion of intellectual proper-
ty.”

China’s premier re-
peated his government’s 
denial that it was involved 
in such activities.

“China and Germa-
ny, it can be said, are both 
victims of hacking attacks. 
The Chinese government 
resolutely opposes hacking 
attacks as well as the use of 
the internet to steal com-
mercial secrets or intel-
lectual property,” Li said. 
“China will engage in di-
alogue and consultation to 
protect the security of the 
internet.”—Reuters

Hillary Clinton says Merkel is Europe’s “greatest leader”

Former US Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton 

smiles during a book 
signing for her book 
“Hard Choices’’ at a 

Waterstones book store in 
London on 3 July, 2014.  

Reuters

Berlin, 7  July — For-
mer US secretary of state 
Hillary Clinton called 
Chancellor Angela Merkel 
“the greatest leader in 
Europe” during a visit to 
Berlin on Sunday and said 
it was high time America 
had a woman leader too, 
though without confirming 
she would seek the job.

Clinton also referred to 

Ukraine says forces will press forward after taking rebel stronghold

agencies and partners.” 
The White House and State 
Department have so far 
declined to comment on 

the arrest of a 31-year-old 
employee of Germany’s 
BND foreign intelligence 
agency.

According to intelli-
gence and political sourc-
es, the man admits passing 
documents to a US contact. 

Russian President Vladimir 
Putin as a “tough customer 
with a pretty thin skin” in 
an appearance at a Berlin 
theatre to promote her new 
book, “Hard Choices”.

The former senator 
and wife of ex-President 
Bill Clinton is widely ex-
pected to run for the White 
House in 2016 and has cit-
ed Merkel as a good argu-
ment for the United States 
having a woman president 
soon.

“I think we are ready 
for a woman to break 
through the glass ceiling,” 
Clinton said in an inter-
view with Bild am Sonntag 

newspaper, adding that she 
would decide whether to 
run for president “at the 
end of this year or early 
next year”.

Clinton joked at the 
Schiller Theater about her 
and Merkel’s shared taste 
for pants suits and voiced 
admiration for the chancel-
lor’s leadership of Europe 
in the euro zone debt crisis.

“I say in the book I 
think she is the greatest 
leader in Europe, I think 
she is a great leader glob-
ally, I think she carried Eu-
rope on her shoulders and it 
wasn’t easy,” she said.

 Reuters

Newly-appointed Ukrainian Defence Minister Valery Heletey (C) walks with 
troops at a temporary base near the city of Slaviansk on 6 July, 2014. — Reuters

Slaviansk, (Ukraine), 
7 July — Ukraine’s gov-
ernment said it would 
quickly seize more territo-
ry from pro-Russian sepa-
ratists after re-taking their 
stronghold of Slaviansk in 
what President Petro Po-
roshenko called a turning 
point in the fight for con-
trol of the country’s east.        
“My order is now in effect 
- tighten the ring around 
the terrorists,” Poroshenko 
tweeted on Sunday. “Con-
tinue the operation to lib-
erate Donetsk and Luhansk 
regions,” he said, naming 
Ukraine’s two major east-
ern parts which have boiled 
with separatist rebellion 
since April.

There were no imme-
diate figures for casualties 
caused by the government 
offensive in Slaviansk, 
launched after Poroshenko 

refused to renew a unilater-
al ceasefire and ordered the 
resumption of a govern-
ment offensive on 30 June.

In Slaviansk, where 
Ukrainian forces had been 
tightening their grip for 
more than a month, around 
200 residents lined up in 
the city’s central square for 
meat, potatoes, onions and 
bread distributed by troops.

“Everything is differ-
ent now. Tonight is the first 
night with no shelling,” 
said Mikhail Martynenko, 
58, a guard at a local mar-
ket near Slaviansk. “People 
are in a better mood and 
there are more people on 
the streets. Everyone was 
afraid. They had no idea 
when another mortar would 
come flying,” he said.  
Under rebel command-
er Igor Strelkov, a Mus-
covite declared defence  

minister of the self-pro-
claimed Donetsk People’s 
Republic, Slaviansk had 
put up some of the fierc-
est resistance to Ukrainian 
forces, bringing down at 
least three military helicop-
ters and one Antonov-30 
intelligence plane.

Slaviansk’s re-capture 
represents Kiev’s most 
notable military victory in 
three months of fighting 
in which more than 200 
Ukrainian troops have been 
killed as well as hundreds 
of civilians and rebels.

“This is not full victo-
ry. But the clearing out of 
people armed to the teeth 
from Slaviansk has huge 
symbolic importance. It is 
the beginning of the turn-
ing point in the battle with 
fighters for the territorial 
integrity of Ukraine,” said 
Poroshenko.— Reuters
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Egypt’s Sisi wishes Al Jazeera journalists 
had been deported, not tried

Cairo, 7 July—Egyp-
tian President Abdel Fat-
tah al-Sisi said he wished 
the imprisoned Al Jazeera 
journalists, convicted of 
aiding “a terrorist group”, 
had been deported and not 
put on trial, a newspaper re-
ported on Monday.

Sisi’s comments 
sparked hope for the family 
of Australian reporter Peter 
Greste who, along with col-
leagues Mohamed Fahmy 
and Baher Mohamed, was 
jailed last month for 10 
years. Sisi was quoted by 
Egypt’s Al-Masry Al-Youm 
private newspaper as say-
ing the verdict “had very 
negative effects”.

“I wished they were 
deported right after they 
were arrested instead of get-
ting put on trial,” Sisi added 
during a meeting with local 
journalists on Sunday. Si-
si’s initial reaction to the 
ruling was that he would 
not interfere in court ver-

Egypt’s President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi speaks during joint news conference with 
Sudan’s President Omar al-Bashir (not seen) in Khartoum on 27 June, 2014. 

Reuters

dicts. Monday’s comments 
could be a hint he might 
use his presidential power 
to pardon the journalists, 
who still have a chance to 
appeal against the verdict in 
a higher court.

Peter Greste’s brother, 
Andrew, said he was heart-

ened by the comments.
“I’m sure images of 

Peter in the cage in the 
court are not images Egypt 
really wants distributed 
around the world,” Andrew 
Greste told reporters in 
Brisbane. “And the publici-
ty they’re getting out of this 

I’m sure is not the publicity 
any country would want.”

Peter Greste, Al Ja-
zeera English Cairo bureau 
chief Fahmy, a dual Cana-
dian-Egyptian citizen, and 
Egyptian network producer 
Mohamed were detained in 
December.—Reuters

Gunmen kill at least 29 in latest raids  
on Kenyan coast

A policeman sits near the scene where his colleague 
was killed during an attack by gunmen who raided 
Gamba police station, on 6 July, 2014. —Reuters

Mombasa, 7 July — 
Gunmen killed at least 29 
people in two coastal areas 
of Kenya in raids the deputy 
president indicated on Sun-
day were the work of politi-
cal rivals, despite Somali Is-
lamists al Shabaab claiming 
responsibility.

The raids will hammer 
Kenya’s beleaguered tourist 
industry after a wave of mil-
itant attacks and will deep-
en public frustrations about 
poor security, a day before 
a big opposition rally in the 
capital. The Interior Minis-
try said one of the Saturday 
night attacks killed nine in 
the trading town of Hindi 
in Lamu County, close to 
where 65 people were killed 
by gunmen last month in 
Mpeketoni.

Another was further 
south in the Gamba area, 
where 20 died. “They went 

around shooting at people 
and villages indiscriminate-
ly,” said Abdallah Shahasi, 
a senior official for the Hin-
di area, which lies near the 
old trading port of Lamu.

Militant raids on the 
coast have fanned an al-
ready tense political atmos-
phere in Kenya, which has 
sent troops to join African 
Union soldiers battling al 

Shabaab in neighbouring 
Somalia. Sheikh Abdiasis 
Abu Musab, spokesman for 
the military operations of 
al Shabaab, told Reuters in 
Mogadishu the group was 
behind both attacks.

The group, which at-
tacked Westgate shopping 
mall in Nairobi last year 
killing 67 people, had also 
said it was responsible for 

the Mpeketoni attacks.
But, just as President 

Uhuru Kenyatta dismissed 
al Shabaab’s claim last 
month and pointed the fin-
ger at local politicians over 
Mpeketoni, his deputy on 
Sunday suggested political 
rivals were again to blame.

“We want to tell our 
friends they cannot black-
mail us using criminal  
elements in our country,” 
Deputy President William 
Ruto said on a visit to the 
Lamu area. He offered no 
names.

“If you are unable to 
wait for the next general 
election, you are in a hurry, 
you want to make the coun-
try ungovernable so you 
can get into office through 
the backdoor, that will not 
happen in Kenya,” he said. 
“You can forget about it.”

Reuters

Local official killed in ambush  
in Sudan’s Darfur region

Khartoum, 7 July—A 
local Sudanese official was 
killed on Sunday and the 
people accompanying him 
were injured when uniden-
tified gunmen ambushed 
them in Sudan’s South Dar-
fur State. “Unidentified gun-
men on Sunday ambushed 
Commissioner of Katela 
Locality Abdalla Yassin 
while he was on his way 
back from Nyala, capital 

of the state, to the locality 
headquarter. The commis-
sioner died on the spot,” said 
Adam Mahmoud Jaral-Na-
bi, South Darfur state gover-
nor, in a statement. He noted 
that the wounded were sent 
to a local hospital for med-
ical treatment. However, 
the governor denied that the 
ambush suggested that there 
is a rebellion in the area. 

Xinhua

Damascus, 6 July—
Three children were killed 
and their parents were 
wounded when mortar 
shells slammed a neigh-
bourhood in the country’s 
eastern province of Deir 
al-Zour, the official SANA 
news agency reported Sun-
day. 

The mortars slammed 
a house at the al-Ruwad 
neighbourhood, killing the 

Mortar attack kills three 
kids in eastern Syria

three children and injur-
ing their parents while they 
were preparing for breakfast 
in the holy month of Ram-
adan, said SANA, adding 
that the mother is in critical 
condition.

Large swathes of the 
oil-rich Deir al-Zour on the 
borders with Iraq have spi-
raled out of the government 
control over the past year.

Xinhua

Technocrat Mohammed 
Dionne named Senegal’s 

prime minister
Dakar, 7 July — Sen-

egal’s President Macky 
Sall on Sunday appoint-
ed Mohammed Dionne  
as prime minister, state 
television RTS reported, 
following the sacking last 
week of Aminata Toure af-
ter she failed to win a seat 
in a on 29 June local elec-
tion.

Dionne, 55, who had 
previous stints at the Cen-
tral Bank of West African 
States and the United Na-
tions Industrial Develop-
ment Organization, was 
minister in charge of the  
implementation of Sene-
gal’s $7.98 billion (4.66 
billion pound) develop-
ment plan in the previous 
government.

“The head of state 
gave me and government 
of the Republic a roadmap 
that can be broken down 
into few words... get to 
work,” Dionne said brief-
ly on state television after 

meeting with the president 
late on Sunday.

Dionne, a comput-
er engineer by training, is 
President Sall’s third prime 
minister since he won a 
hotly contested election in 
March 2012 against veter-
an incumbent Abdoulaye 
Wade, promising to tackle 
poverty and corruption as a 
priority.

Sall has come under 
criticism from many voters 
who say his policies aimed 
at tackling corruption and 
improving governance in 
one of West Africa’s most 
stable democracies have 
failed to provide jobs and 
economic growth in the 
former French colony of 13 
million people.

Dionne’s appointment 
may open the way for the 
government to speed up the 
reform process and attempt 
to create more jobs ahead 
of elections set for 2017.

Reuters

Libya to announce elections 
results on 20 July

Tripoli, 7July — Lib-
ya will announce results of 
last month’s parliamentary 
elections on 20 July, the 
head of the elections com-
mission said on Sunday, 
pushing back the results an-
other week.

Fewer than half of 
registered Libyans voted, 
reflecting disillusionment 
with the chaos prevailing 
since Gaddafi’s overthrow. 
The government and outgo-
ing parliament have failed 
to produce security and 
curb militias who helped 
oust Gaddafi but now defy 
state authority.

The North African 
oil producer elected on 25 
June a new assembly in a 
vote marred by a low turn-
out and violence, opening 
a new chapter in Libya’s 
bumpy transition toward 
democracy since the 2011 
fall of Muammar Gaddafi 

Election officials work in the operations rooms of the 
High National Elections Commission after elections 

yesterday in Tripoli, on 26 June, 2014.—Reuters

to an armed uprising.
Emad Sayeh, head of 

the High National Election 
Commission, said final re-
sults would be announced 
on 20 July. Partial results 
from some cities have been 
published but Sayeh said 
the commission needed 
more time to produce accu-
rate results.

Results from 24 polling 
stations are being withheld 
because of some “illegal 
acts”, he said, adding that 
out of 1,751 candidates 41 
had been disqualified under 
a law banning former offi-
cials in the Gaddafi regime 
from taking a public office.

Sayeh also said the 
commission was still wait-
ing for the old assembly to 
organize a new vote in con-
stituencies where polling 
stations remained closed on 
election day due for securi-
ty reasons.—Reuters
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Strict law enforcement 
crucial for protection of 
Myanmar wildlife

We appreciate your feedback and contributions. 
If you have any comments or would like to submit 
editorials, analyses or reports please email wallace.
tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

countries. This is not just threatening the envi-
ronment, but also poses economic, security and 
health implications.

The country’s northern forests are home to 
elephants, bears, leopards and hundreds of spe-
cies of birds. The Hukaung Valley Wildlife Sanc-
tuary is still the world’s largest tiger reserve. Al-
though successive Myanmar governments made 
conservation efforts, some reports revealed that 
illegal wildlife trade exists in the country, espe-
cially with the neighbouring countries of China, 
Bangladesh, India, Lao PDR and Thailand. Ani-
mal parts of endangered species are in demand in 
these countries for traditional medicines and dec-
orative pieces. 

The TRAFFIC, an international non-govern-
ment organization of the wildlife trade monitor-
ing network, released a report on 7 July 2014 ti-
tled ‘An assessment of the live elephant trade in 
Thailand’, which provides details of between 79 
and 81 wild elephants illegally captured for sale 

into the tourist industry in Thailand between 
April 2011 and March 2013, suggesting the 
Kingdom needs urgent changes of its legislation 
and elephant registration procedures to stop the 
trafficking. 

Amazingly, at least 60 percent of these traf-
ficked animals reportedly originated from My-
anmar for tourism industry in Thailand after 
the young elephants were trained with usually 
brutal methods before being sold.  

To conserve Myanmar’s wildlife species, law 
enforcement should be tightened and penalties 
for those trafficking should be increased, while 
educative programmes and livelihoods for resi-
dents must be promoted. Myanmar still has a high level of biodi-

versity in its natural forests. The coun-
try also contains many species which 

are found nowhere else.  An estimated number 
of 233 globally threatened species, including 37 
critically endangered and 65 endangered spe-
cies, inhabit Myanmar. 

Even worse, some species of Myanmar’s 
wildlife are being trafficked to neighbouring 

By Aung Khin

King Bodawpaya’s 
move to his new capital 
Amarapura in 1783 left 
Inwa not totally abandoned 
and neglected. People kept 
Inwa alive. Bodawpaya 
made his new capital great 
and glorious by building it 
on the then up-to-date  
urban plan and his palace 
on the model of a great 
monarch’s residence 
[which British envoys ad-
mired so much] according 
to traditional designs and 
rituals.

True to the psyche of a 
person who possesses ex-
cess of power and excess of 
wealth, Bodawpaya was a 
magno-phile—a person 
who loves great things. He 
had recovered the empire 
his royal father and brother 
Kings Alaungpaya and 
Hsin byu shin respectively 
had built and he himself 
had further extended his 
kingdom by his might and 
main. Now he turned to re-
alize the dreams of his po-
litical asylum years in Min-
gun just across the River 
Ayeyawaddy, opposite to 
his new Capital Amarapu-
ra. Four colossi [structures 
of superlative size] were 
built there, (1) the largest 
brick Pagoda of 500 feet 
high perhaps a brick coun-
terpart of the Great Pyra-
mid at Ghiza in Egypt, (2) 
largest twain  of leogryphs, 
each 95 feet high, (3) the 
largest water tank for the 
storage of rain and river 
water for Buddhist recluses 

Long lasting old Capital Inwa Part V
Fourth Inwa under second Konebaung dynasty

Maha Saddhamma Jotika dhaja
Sithu Dr. Khin Maung Nyunt

residing in the hill ranges, a 
sub-terranean channel con-
necting with river to let wa-
ter into the tank and (4) the 
largest alloy bell of 12 feet 
high, 16 feet and 3 inches 
in diameter at the mouth of 
weighing 90 tons, the larg-
est ringing bell today in the 
world.

These four monaster-
ies were built in the 9th year 
of his long reign [1782-
1819 A.D.] 37 years. Only 
the biggest pagoda was un-
finished. The other three 
were completed and all 
four colossi are wonders 
and marvels of the world.

The conquest of Rakh-
ine in 1784 by his son, the 
Crown Prince, made his 
military power reach its ze-
nith but kept on for a dec-
ade leading military expe-
ditions to Ayudia for 
customary tribute. To his 
Capital and court envoys 
from far and near came for 
diplomatic relations, trade 
and religious leaders of 
Christianity and Islam for 
propagation of their faiths. 
All were treated well and 
given equal favour. A 
staunch Buddhist and a 
great patron and promoter 
of Theravada Buddhism, 
Bodawpaya followed the 
policy of religious tolera-
tion and provided freedom 
to all faiths. Father Sunger-
mano of Roman Catholic 
mission who lived many 
years at the Capital held a 
high opinion of Bodaw-
paya which he sincerely 

expressed in his book “A 
Description of Burmese 
Empire” published in 1885. 
In it, he says that Bodaw-
paya’s kingdom was the 
largest strongest and 
wealthiest peaceful empire 
in Southeast Asia of that 
time.

But his conquest of 
Rakhine brought the fron-
tiers of his empire nearer to 
India which had then be-
come part of the British 
Empire, thus sowing the 
seeds of border disputes 
which escalated into war in 
the time of his succession 
King Bagyidaw.

During the long reign 
of 37 years many great 
events took place that con-
tributed much to his and his 
country’s credits. He him-
self was a very perseverant 
king to prove that he de-
served “great monarch”, by 
not neglecting every aspect 
of his country, political, 
economic, social, religious 
and cultural as well as for-
eign relations. Like Tha 
Lun he compiled Revenue 
Inquests two times in 1784 
and 1803 and recovered 
many lost revenues and 
taxes. He promoted agri-
culture by repairing old ir-
rigation works, building 
new ones, reclaiming new 
farmlands, encouraging lo-
cal and foreign trade, pa-
tronizing men of letters, 
artisans and craftsmen, mu-
sicians and performers, 
sending mission to India to 
collect treatises on Bud-
dhist literature, Vedas, al-
chemy, astrology, medi-
cine, and sciences for 
translation by his learned 
monks and laymen.

He received tributes 
and rich presents, including 
a white elephant from his 
vassal states which he lav-
ishly favoured. 

To enhance his glory 
and greatness, a special 
type of white elephant 
“Saddan Hsin Hpu” ap-
peared in the forest of his 
Kingdom and upon receiv-
ing it, he assumed the spe-
cial title “Saddam Hsin 
Min Thakin” Master or 
Possessor of White Sadd-
am Elephant”, an exalted 
title which no ordinary 
king could aspire to.
Downfall of Myanmar 
Empire in Second Kone-
baung dynasty

The glory and great-
ness of the Myanmar Em-
pire under the First Kone-
baung dynasty collapsed 
with the death of Bodaw-
paya in 1819. His son, the 
Crown Prince, died of fa-
tigue and diseurs after his 
return from march to Rakh-
ine. Therefore Crown 
Prince’s son and grandson 
of Bodawpaya, Lord of 
Sagaing [Sagaing Min] 
succeeded to the throne. 
But he was well known as 
Bagyidaw. But he was also 
no equal to his grand father 
Bodawpaya just as King 
Singu was no equal to his 
father Hsinbyushin with 
the accession of Bagyidaw 
began the period of the de-
cline of Myanmar Empire.
Fourth Inwa under the 
Second Konebaung dy-
nasty 

With the death of 
Bodawpaya in 1819 and 
succession of King Bagy-
idaw begun the second 
Konebaung dynasty. It was 

the period of decline lead-
ing to the final fall of My-
anmar monarchy in 1885. 
But we find that Inwa re-
vived as capital and shone 
its final career under King 
Bagyidaw. Four years after 
he succeeded his grand fa-
ther’s throne at Amarapura, 
King Bagyidaw moved 
back to Inwa in 1823. Main 
reason being, as usual, as-
trological. But he had prac-
tical reasons for returning 
to Inwa. Geographically 
Amarapura had no good 
hinterland as Inwa did. Be-
side, Amarapura was on the 
bank of the Ayeyawady 
River, two exposed to at-
tack by water forces of in-
vaders, where as though 
Inwa was much exposed to 
naval invasion by enemies 
due to its position at the 
confluence of five rivers, it 
commanded a far larger 
and better hinterland of 
Shan pleatues to turn to for 
refuge. Besides Leidwins 
of Kyaukse [Eleven irrigat-
ed areas of Kyaukse] could 
enable Inwa with stand any 
eventuality, war or natural 
disaster, whereas Amara-
pura lacked such advantag-
es. 

By a grand royal cere-
monial procession King 
Bagyidaw moved to Inwa 
in 1823 at the auspicious 
time recommended by his 
Brahmin priests. Royal 
family members, Minis-
ters, Commanders, all of-
fice bearers and concubines 
in their colourful country 
dresses, gowns and attend-
ants bearing their respec-
tive regalia and insignias 
followed their Majesties, 
the King and the chief 
Queen in their simple dress 
as instructed by Brahmin 
Priests procceded to Inwa 
in chariot, on elephant, on 
horse on palanqueries or on 

foot depending upon their 
ranks to enter newly reno-
vated Inwa and rebuilt 
Inwa Palace.

Young King Bagy-
idaw at the age of 37 years 
was happy to be back to 
Inwa. So was everyone 
with him. People of Inwa 
were happiest now the ne-
glected town became capi-
tal again. But the unsettled 
issues he inherited from his 
grandfather. Bodawpaya 
particularly western bor-
ders with British India 
overshadowed his region. 
Graceful and dignified, pri-
vately charming and ap-
proachable fond of sports – 
riding horses, elephants, 
holding boat races cheer-
fully giving audience to 
foreign envoys, gradually 
fell into moments of mania 
caused by extensive stress 
and strain of a King who 
inherited a disintegrating 
kingdom. Though he was 
lucky to have such men of 
letters and men of swords 
as court poet U Min, com-
mander Myawady Mingyi 
U Sa and dozens of learned 
monks and laymen who 
helped him in times of 
need, circumstances and 
situations at home and 
abroad had undergone 
changes beyond the capa-
bilities of a medieval king 
like Bagyidaw. The Myan-
mar military power which 
had carried from Ayudra to 
MraukU, defended the 
Manchu armies, made and 
unmade rajas of Assam and 
Manipur had been irrepara-
bly shattered in Bagy-
idaw’s time. In the year he 
took possession of the new 
palace at Inwa 1823 the 
British made Catcher Brit-
ish Protecterate, challeng-
ing Bagyidaw’s military 
strength.

(To be continued)
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Kyaukhtu, 7 July—A 
ceremony to inaugu-

Mawhan, 7 July—My-
anma Posts and Telecom-
munications built a GSM 
tower in Mawhe Village 
of Mohnyin Township in 
Kachin State on Friday.

The construction of 
the GSM tower started on 
22 April. On 18 May, the 
construction of the tow-
er started near the sports 
ground, west of Manda-
lay-Myitkyina railroad and 
was completed on 4 July.

The tower will be in-
stalled with machinery and 
communication devices in 
August.

Upon completion, lo-
cal people from Mawhe, 
Pinlon, Myaingthaya, 
Thayagon and Nantsiaung 
villages be able to make 
use of the telecommuni-
cation facility, said U My-
int Zaw, administrator of 
Mawhe Village.
Khin Maung Swe (Mawlu)Yangon, 7 July—The 

Ministry of Electric Pow-
er is focusing on sufficient 
power supply for people, 
minimizing loss of power 
units and ensuring elec-
tricity safety, officials 
said.

Director U Khin 
Maung Kyaw of Yangon 
City Electricity Supply 
Board and officials super-
vised tasks of workers and 
electricians from Hline-
thaya Township and work-
ers from Township Devel-
opment Affairs Committee 
(Parks and Playgrounds 
Department).

On 28 and 29 June, 
the workers and electri-
cians cleared branches 
of trees under the power 
lines, around transformers 
and sub-power stations. 
During their works, sup-

Mandalay, 7 July—
The Immigration and Na-
tional Registration De-
partment, the Ministry 
of Education and United 
Pacific Co., Ltd jointly 
organized the issuance  
of citizenship scruti-
ny cards to students of 
schools in Chanayethazan 
Township in 2014-15 aca-

Students get citizenship scrutiny cards 
in Mandalay through one-stop service

Rural people of Indaw Tsp to get 
better telecommunications

demic year.
On Saturday, Chief 

Minister of Mandalay Re-
gion U Ye Myint said at 
the ceremony that a to-
tal of 387,630 CSCs and 
105,466 household regis-
tration certificates have so 
far been issued.

With the contributions 
of wellwishers, CSCs will 

be issued to 28,670 stu-
dents from 70 basic edu-
cation schools in 28 town-
ships of Mandalay Region.

The Chief Minister, 
region ministers and offi-
cials presented citizenship 
scrutiny cards to 7,715 
students of Chanayethazan 
Township through one-
stop service.

The wellwishers will 
sponsor the cost of issuing 
the cards to students from 
PyinOoLwin, Kyaukse, 
Meiktila and NyaungU 
districts.

Tin Maung (Mandalay)

Maintenance of power 
lines, sub-power stations 

undertaken in Hlinethaya Tsp
ply of power was cut off 
along some power lines to 
residences and industrial 
zones for ensuring elec-
tricity safety.—Min Htet 
Paing (Hlinethaya)

Social security, labour 
laws explained in South 
Dagon Industrial Zone
Yangon, 7 July—A 

talk on labour affairs was 
given at the hall of Dagon 
Myothit (South) Township 
Industrial Zone in Yangon 
Region on Friday.

Assistant Director U 
Kyaw Kyaw Tun and of-
ficials of the Ministry of 
Labour, Employment and 
Social Security discussed 

social security affairs, la-
bour disputes between 
employees and employers, 
worksite safety and the 
health sector.

It was attended by 73 
employers and employ-
ees from factories and in-
dustries of the industrial 
zone.—Min Htet Paing 
(Hlinethaya)

Post-Primary School opens in Sagaing Region
rate the Basic Education 
Post-Primary School took 

place in Kyaukma Village 
of Kyaukhtu Sub-Town-

ship in Gangaw District of 
Sagaing Region on Satur-
day.

The Basic Educa-
tion Primary School was 
opened in the village 
in 1955. This year, the 
school was upgraded to a 
BEPPS.

Students from Kyauk-
ma Village and nearby 
villages will have easy 
access to the school, with 
officials hoping the litera-
cy rate will be raised.

The school was 
opened by school officials 
and local authorities.

Kyemon-465

Thandwe, 7 July—An 
agricultural course show-
casing modern machinery 
was conducted in conjunc-
tion with a ceremony to dis-
tribute high yield Palethwe 
hybrid paddy at Chanbyin 
Village-tract in Thandwe 
Township of Rakhine State 
on Sunday.

Head of Thandwe 
Township Agriculture 

Modern technology on 
agriculture shared to 

local farmers
Department U Tin Win 
Maung explained good ag-
ricultural patters in detail 
and presented Palethwe 
hybrid paddy strain to 110 
local farmers of Chanbyin 
Village.

Staff of the department 
then gave lectures to local 
farmers on respective sub-
jects on good agricultural 
patters.—District IPRD

Officials of YESB inspecting maintenane 
of power lines and sub-power stations and 

minimizing loss of power units 
in Hlinethaya Township.
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How to fix a broken market in antibiotics

 Test tubes filled with samples of bacteria to be tested are seen at the Health  
Protection Agency in north London in this 9 March, 2011 file photo.—Reuters

Two plates which were coated with an antibiotic-resist-
ant bacteria called Klebsiella with a mutation called 
NDM 1 and then exposed to various antibiotics are 

seen at the Health Protection Agency in north London 
in this 9 March, 2011 file photo.—Reuters

London, 7 July — The 
drugs don’t work — and 
neither does the market, 
when it comes to antibiot-
ics.

When sophisticated 
bugs that medicines used 
to kill within days start to 
fight back and win, all of 
healthcare, and the people 
it keeps alive, is in trouble.

Take gonorrhoea, a 
sexually transmitted dis-
ease contracted by more 
than 100 million people 
a year: it used to be eas-
ily treatable but has now  

developed superbug strains 
that are drug-resistant and 
are spreading around the 
planet.

Tuberculosis is a sim-
ilar tale. Totally resistant 
forms of the lung infection 
emerged in India just a few 
years ago and have now 
been detected worldwide. 
Hospital patients in Afri-
ca with untreatable TB are 
often simply sent home to 
die.

It’s a glimpse of what 
Britain’s chief medical of-
ficer Sally Davies calls the 

“apocalyptic scenario” of a 
post-antibiotic era, which 
the World Health Organi-
sation says will be upon us 
this century unless some-
thing drastic is done.

Waking up to the 
threat, governments and 
health officials are getting 
serious about trying to 
neutralize it. It may seem 
like a question of science, 
microbes and drugs — but 
in truth it is a global issue 
of economics and national 
security.

Fixing the problem is 

daunting but past success-
es in rolling out drugs for 
HIV, vaccinating millions 
of children in the develop-
ing world and recalibrating 
rewards for medicines to 
treat rare genetic diseases 
suggest it is doable.

The debate moved to 
centre stage last week when 
British Prime Minister Da-
vid Cameron launched a 
global review of the crisis, 
securing specific support 
from US President Barack 
Obama and German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel.

That builds on a reso-
lution passed at the World 
Health Assembly in Gene-
va in May recognizing the 
pressing need for the world 
to act in the fight to combat 
increasing resistance.

“We cannot contem-
plate failure,” Davies told 
Reuters in an interview 
in her office in London’s 
Whitehall. “We have to 
find something that works 
for the world.”

What this demands, 
according to academic and 
industry experts, is a new 
business model that re-
wards drug firms for devel-
oping new antibiotics even 
if they are rarely used.

It is no accident 
that Cameron chose a  

big-hitting economic 
brain — former Goldman 
Sachs chief economist Jim 
O’Neill — to head the re-
view.

“This is...not a science 
issue. This is an issue of 
markets and economics,” 
said Davies. “A scien-
tist would just get bogged 
down and not get it.”

Tale of two drugs
In recent decades, drug-
makers have slashed in-
vestment in antibiotics be-
cause of poor returns from 
a class of low-priced med-
icines that are only used 
for short periods, even as 
overuse of existing drugs 
has spurred the spread of 

resistance.
As a result, the world’s 

biggest investor in the field 
today is a little-known US 
firm, Cubist Pharmaceu-
ticals, with an annual re-
search budget for antibiot-
ics of $400 million.

The industry com-
plains its bug-killing med-
icines are severely under-
valued — and they have a 
point.

Just over a year ago, 
Johnson & Johnson won 
approval for the first drug 
in 40 years that provides a 
new way to treat TB, yet 
sales of Sirturo are forecast 
by analysts to total just $75 
million this year.—Reuters

Japan, EU begin 6th free trade 
talks after EU nod to go ahead

Tokyo, 7 July — Japan 
and the European Union 
began Monday in Tokyo 
their sixth round of talks 
on a free trade agreement 
and their first since the bloc 
decided last month to con-
tinue negotiating after re-
viewing Tokyo’s efforts to 
reduce trade barriers.

During the five-day 
meeting through Friday, 
the two sides are expected 
to discuss tariff cuts and the 
opening up of the Japanese 
railway sector, a Japanese 
government official said.

Discussions on tariffs 
are expected to acceler-
ate after the two sides ex-
changed their first offers 
on reducing or abolishing 
tariffs during the last ses-
sion of negotiations from 
late March to early April in 
Tokyo, the official said.

The latest round comes 
after EU member countries 
agreed in June to continue 
the negotiations with Japan 
launched in April last year 
after the European Com-
mission reported on the 
progress made so far.

The commission 
had said the bloc might  

A pedestrian is reflected on an electronic board showing the graph of the recent fluc-
tuations of Japan’s Nikkei average outside a brokerage in Tokyo on 19 June, 2014. 

Reuters

Asian shares ease as investors look to earnings
Tokyo, 7 July — Asian 

stock markets got off to a 
slow start on Monday after 
a US market holiday but 
held near three-year highs 
on optimism about the US 
economy, with investors 
now shifting their focus to 
corporate earnings.

MSCI’s broadest in-
dex of Asia-Pacific shares 
outside Japan was off 0.2 
percent by late morning, 
staying just under Friday’s 
highs and near its 2011 
peak, having risen about 7 
percent so far this year.

Japan’s Nikkei aver-

age was little changed after 
closing at a 5-1/2-month 
high on Friday.

The world’s share 
prices rallied last week, 
with MSCI’s All World 
share index hitting a re-
cord high, as data showed 
US employment growth 
smashed forecasts and un-
employment fell to near a 
six-year low of 6.1 percent.

“The US job data was 
undeniably strong, con-
firming a strong recov-
ery in the economy,” said 
Tsuyoshi Shimizu, chief 
strategist at Mizuho Asset 

Management.
Investors are now 

looking at whether record 
share prices will be justi-
fied by quarterly earnings 
reports and forecasts in 
the United States and else-
where, with aluminium 
producer Alcoa kicking off 
the US earnings season on 
Tuesday.

“People said the US 
earnings would be bad for 
January-March but in the 
end the profits were up. I 
would expect decent re-
sults,” Shimizu said.

Analysts polled by 

Reuters expect earnings 
growth of 6.2 percent for 
the second quarter, and a 
return to double-digits in 
the third and fourth quar-
ters: 10.9 percent and 11.9 
percent, respectively.

“While some people 
say the valuations of US 
shares are becoming a bit 
expensive, I think there’s 
further upside potential 
given US interest rates are 
still low,” Suzuki also said.

Despite the improve-
ment in the job market, the 
Federal Reserve is widely 
expected to keep interest 
rates near zero for at least a 
year even as it is trimming 
stimulus.

In addition, two other 
major central banks — the 
European Central Bank 
and the Bank of Japan —
are committed to stimu-
lus, keeping cheap money 
sloshing around possibly 
for years.

Still, following the job 
data, the US bond yields 
jumped, with the rate-sen-
sitive two-year yield stay-
ing near a 10-month high.

The two-year US yield 
stood at 0.528 percent on 
Monday, after having risen 
to 0.532 percent on Thurs-
day.—Reuters

withdraw from the talks 
if Tokyo failed to make 
enough progress in opening 
up its market in one year.

The European Union is 
seeking greater market ac-
cess for exports of cheese, 
wine and pork, while also 
calling on Tokyo to remove 
barriers in the railway sec-
tor, including procurement 
of parts — an area of inter-
est for leading EU member 
countries such as France 
and Germany.

Japan, for its part, 
wants to increase exports 
of automobiles and elec-
tronics goods to Europe.

To win concessions 
from the European Un-
ion, Japan has proposed 
a plan to scrap tariffs on 
wine from EU countries 
over seven years, but the 
28-country bloc was not 
satisfied with the offer, a 
negotiation source said.

Japan and the Euro-
pean Union, which togeth-
er account for roughly 30 
percent of global econom-
ic output, aim to reach a 
broad agreement by the end 
of 2015.

Kyodo News
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100-ton whale found dead on New Zealand beach

Beijing, 7 July — 
A large dead whale has 

washed up on a rocky sec-
tion of the Taranaki, a re-

gion in the west of New 
Zealand’s North Island.

IBM signs up to help fight 
China’s war on smogOfficials from the De-

partment of Conservation 
said the whale, which is 
thought to weigh about 100 
tons, is so heavy that it’s 
likely unsafe to move the 
carcass.

The department is con-
sidering leaving the carcass 
to decompose naturally.

The public are encour-
aged to avoid contact with 
the whale carcass as there a 
health risk through transfer 
of disease and the presence 
of bacteria.

The 19.5-meter-long 
whale was believed to be a 
blue whale, the largest spe-
cies on earth. — Xinhua

Beijing , 7 July —
IBM Corp has signed an 
agreement with the city of 
Beijing to use advanced 
weather forecasting and 
cloud computing technolo-
gies to help tackle the Chi-
nese capital’s persistent 

smog.
After a series of pol-

lution scares and scandals, 
China’s central govern-
ment has promised to re-
verse some of the dam-
age done to the nation’s 
sky, rivers and soil by 
more than three decades 
of growth. But China has 
first had to improve data 
collection, monitoring and 
forecasting capabilities be-
fore it can work on cutting 
smog and pollution.

Beijing city already 
uses an alerting system 
based on data from 35 
monitoring stations, al-
lowing it to shut schools 
and factories and cut traf-
fic three days in advance, 
but residents still complain 
that not enough is being 
done.

“Predicting is help-
ful because it helps pre-
vent exposure, but it is not 
enough if it is only about 
knowing which days to put 

 A tricycle travels past a crossroad on a hazy day in 
Hefei, Anhui Province on 30 March , 2014. — Reuters

on masks or stay indoors,” 
said Ma Jun, director of the 
Institute of Environmen-
tal and Public Affairs, a 
non-government group that 
works to improve emis-
sions data transparency.

Under the agreement 

with IBM, Beijing’s city 
government will be one 
of the partners in the com-
pany’s China-focused 
10-year “Green Horizon” 
initiative, which aims to 
draw on IBM’s forecasting 
expertise and the collection 
of real-time emissions data 
to predict smog build-ups.

“It is about how we 
can help cities improve 
management based on ‘Big 
Data’, and better predict 
(pollution) with accuracy 
so the government can take 
proactive action,” said Xi-
aowei Shen, China director 
of IBM Research, speaking 
at IBM’s lab in Beijing’s 
northwest high-tech dis-
trict of Zhongguancun.

With China commit-
ted to reducing the share 
of coal in its energy mix, 
IBM’s cloud-based ana-
lytic systems could also be 
tailored to make better use 
of renewable energy, Shen 
said.—Reuters

Is volatile fuel used in racing cars a new power source for ships?
Singapore , 7 July  — 

Methanol, a fuel used to 
power light aircraft and 
racing cars, is being tried 
out as alternative for ships, 
highlighting its potential in 
an industry under pressure 
to cut emissions.

From next year, ship-
ping firms will have to cut 
polluting sulphur emis-
sions in vessels going to 
parts of Europe and North 
America, sparking a race 
for alternatives to standard 
diesel between fuel sources 
such as methanol and liq-
uefied natural gas.

As well as being con-
sidered a green fuel, meth-
anol is potentially cheaper 
and more plentiful than 
diesel or LNG. 

Ordinary people outnumber targeted 
foreigners in NSA data

Washington , 7 July 
— The Washington Post 
said on Saturday a study of 
a large collection of com-
munications intercepted 
by the US National Secu-
rity Agency showed that 
ordinary Internet users, 
including Americans, far 
outnumbered legally tar-
geted foreigners caught in 
the surveillance.

“Nine of 10 account 
holders found in a large 
cache of intercepted con-
versations, which former 
NSA contractor Edward 
Snowden provided in full 
to The Post, were not the 
intended surveillance tar-
gets but were caught in a 
net the agency had cast for 
somebody else,” the Post 
said.

Nearly half of the files 
“contained names, email 
addresses or other details 
that the NSA marked as 
belonging to US citizens or 
residents,” it said.

The paper said the files 
also contained discover-

 Antennas of the former National Security Agency (NSA) listening station are seen 
at the Teufelsberg hill, or Devil’s Mountain in Berlin, on 5 Nov, 2013. — Reuters

ies of considerable intel-
ligence value, including 
“fresh revelations about 
a secret overseas nuclear 
project, double-dealing by 
an ostensible ally, a mil-
itary calamity that befell 
an unfriendly power, and 
the identities of aggressive 
intruders into US computer 
networks.”

Tracking the commu-
nications led to the capture 
of some terrorism suspects, 

including Umar Patek, a 
suspect in a 2002 bombing 
on the Indonesian island of 
Bali, it said.

Many other files were 
retained although, de-
scribed as useless by ana-
lysts, they were about in-
timate issues such as love, 
illicit sexual relations, 
political and religious con-
versions and financial anxi-
eties, the Post said.

The paper said it re-

viewed about 160,000 
emails and instant-message 
conversations and 7,900 
documents taken from 
more than 11,000 online 
accounts, collected be-
tween 2009 and 2012.

US intelligence offi-
cials declined to confirm or 
deny in general terms the 
authenticity of the inter-
cepted content provided by 
Snowden to the Post.

 Reuters

But it is trickier to han-
dle than some fuels, such 
as diesel, due to its lower 
flashpoint — the temper-
ature where it vaporiz-
es and could ignite — so 
needs care to prevent fires. 
“Compared with LNG as 
an alternative shipping fuel 
we see methanol in an ear-
ly stage of development,” 
said Thomas Wybierek, a 
shipping analyst at Nord-
deutsche Landesbank.

Methanol is current-
ly more costly than diesel 
and less efficient to burn, 
though prices could come 
down as new projects to 
produce it come on stream.

South Korean and 
Japanese shipyards re-
cently won the first or-

ders for ships running on 
methanol. Engines, using 
95 percent methanol and 
5 percent diesel, are be-
ing developed and should 
be delivered in mid-2015, 
said engine builder MAN 
Diesel & Turbo. “From 
a risk perspective I can’t 
see that methanol has any 
drawbacks as compared to 
LNG,” said Joanne Ellis at 
Swedish maritime transport 
consultant SSPA, which is 
working on one of two re-
search programs looking at 
methanol as a marine fuel.

Methanol can be 
stored in existing tanks on 
ships and since it is not 
kept under pressure will 
not expand and explode in 
the way LNG could, she 

said. Because LNG is su-
per-chilled it also needs 
special tanks and could 
freeze ship equipment or 
cause injuries if it leaked.

Draft safety guidelines 
should be finalised this 
year for ships powered by 
fuels with low flashpoints 
such as methanol, the UN’s 
International Maritime Or-
ganization (IMO) said.

RACE WITH LNG
There are about 50 

LNG-fuelled ships operat-
ing globally, excluding du-
al-fuel LNG carriers. 

This will double with 
around 55 LNG-fuelled 
ships on order as firms 
in emission control areas 
opt to use LNG to comply 
with tougher IMO rules on 

emissions. 
But a lack of LNG 

refueling infrastructure at 
ports and the tanks needed 
to store it on ships, taking 
up space for cargo, are 
obstacles to its wider use, 
some experts say. 

On the other hand, 
methanol can be stored 
in existing fuel tanks and 
transported to port by road 
tanker. It is usually pro-
duced from natural gas, 
though can also be made 
from biomass, carbon di-
oxide and even household 
rubbish.

Total methanol de-
mand was 66 million 
tonnes in 2013, data from 
consultancy Jim Jordan and 
Associates showed, while 

demand for marine diesel 
was 372 million tonnes, 
according to OW Bunker, 
a supplier of the fuel.Ship-
ping firms will have to cut 
emissions of sulphur di-
oxide in emission control 
areas in Europe and North 
America from the current 1 
percent to 0.1 percent from 
next year under IMO rules.

Global IMO curbs will 
lower emissions to 0.5 per 
cent in 2020 or 2025 from 
the existing 3.5 percent.
The controls have led ship-
ping firms to consider al-
ternative fuels as methanol, 
which is sulphur free and 
has low levels of nitrogen 
oxide, as well as low-sul-
phur diesel and LNG.

 Reuters
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Shi’ite cleric Sadr urges Maliki’s bloc to choose  
new Iraq PM candidate

Baghdad, 7 July— 
Iraqi Prime Minister Nuri 
al-Maliki’s coalition should 
withdraw its support for his 
bid for a third term and pick 
another candidate, Shi’ite 
Muslim cleric Moqtada 
al-Sadr urged, amid parlia-
mentary deadlock over the 
formation of a new govern-
ment.

Maliki has come under 
mounting pressure since Is-
lamic State militants took 
swathes of the north and 
west of Iraq last month and 
declared a caliphate on land 
they and other Sunni armed 
groups have captured in 
Iraq and Syria.

In a statement pub-
lished on his website late on 
Saturday, Sadr said Maliki 
“has involved himself and 
us in long security quarrels 
and big political crises” and 
suggested that preventing 
Maliki from serving a third 
term would be a “welcome 
step”.

“It is necessary to 
demonstrate the national 
and paternal spirit by aim-
ing for a higher, wider goal 
from individuals and blocs 
and by that I mean changing 
the candidates,” said Sadr, 
who gained political influ-
ence during the US occupa-
tion.

The radical cleric and 
his political allies had pre-
viously advocated the next 
prime minister should be a 
Shi’ite chosen from outside 
of Maliki’s State of Law co-
alition.

“I remain convinced 
that the brothers in the State 
of Law coalition must pres-

ent the candidate for prime 
minister ... because it is the 
biggest bloc within the Na-
tional Alliance,” Sadr said.

State of Law is part 
of the National Alliance, a 
bloc comprising the coun-
try’s biggest Shi’ite parties, 
including both Maliki’s list 
and his foes.

Dhiya al-Asadi, secre-
tary general of the Al-Ahrar 
bloc, the Shi’ite political 
party loyal to Sadr, told 
Reuters: “We are fine with 
any State of Law candidate 
as long as he is not Maliki.”

The United States, 
Iran, the United Nations and 

Iraq’s own Shi’ite clerics 
have called on Iraqi poli-
ticians to overcome their 
differences to face the in-
surgency.

Maliki’s military 
spokesman Qassim Atta 
told reporters on Sunday 
“the security apparatus is 
working” to analyse a video 
posted online of a man pur-
porting to be the leader of 
Islamic State praying at the 
grand mosque in Mosul.

The city is one of 
those seized by the Islamic 
State in Iraq and the Levant 
(ISIL) last month before 
the group changed its name 

and declared its leader Abu 
Bakr al-Baghdadi caliph, a 
title held by successors of 
the Prophet Mohammad.

Interior Ministry 
spokesman Saad Maan had 
earlier said the 21-minute 
video, which carried Fri-
day’s date, was “false”.

Atta said the video was 
being “cross-referenced 
with intelligence data to de-
termine whether it is in fact” 
the reclusive Baghdadi.

Before the video was 
released on jihadist forums 
and Twitter accounts as-
sociated with the group, 
reports appeared on social 

media that Baghdadi would 
make his first public appear-
ance.

Government forces 
were on Sunday continuing 
to battle Islamic State mili-
tants south of the rebel-held 
city of Tikrit, which the 
army has yet to retake after 
an offensive began on 28 
June, Atta said.

He said forces had 
killed 14 militants since 
Saturday in the al-Dayoum 
and Wadi Shisheen areas 
near Tikrit and troops were 
reinforcing the village of 
Awja, recaptured three days 
ago, and preparing to push 8 

km (5 miles) north into the 
city.

Maliki’s opponents 
blame his divisive rule for 
fuelling the political crisis 
and want him to step aside. 
They accuse him of ruling 
for the Shi’ite majority at 
the expense of the Sunni 
and Kurdish minorities.

He has remained defi-
ant, insisting on Friday that 
he will not give up his quest 
for a third term in power.

The first meeting of the 
Iraqi parliament since its 
election in April collapsed 
last week without agree-
ment. Kurds and Sunnis 
walked out, complaining 
Shi’ite lawmakers had not 
yet determined who they 
would put forward as pre-
mier.

Maliki’s main Shi’ite 
rivals say there is consensus 
among some in the Shi’ite 
coalition and among the 
Sunnis and Kurds against 
his bid for a third term.

“There is a wish by all 
political blocs except the 
State of Law ... (for) the 
change,” said Ali Shubber, 
a leading member of the Is-
lamic Supreme Council of 
Iraq (ISCI), a Shi’ite party 
that came second to Mali-
ki’s State of Law in April’s 
election.

“We feel that it must 
take place in order to change 
the political equation.”

Another Shi’ite politi-
cian, former prime minister 
Iyad Allawi, called on Ma-
liki on Saturday to give up 
his bid for a third term or 
risk the dismemberment of 
Iraq.—Reuters

Shiite volunteers from Hezbollah Iraq, who have joined the Iraqi army to fight against militants of the Islamic 
State, formerly known as the Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), gather together in Baghdad,  

on 6 July, 2014. —Reuters

Jerusalem, 7 July 
— Israel has arrested six 
Jewish suspects in the ab-
duction and killing of a 
Palestinian teenager whose 
death sparked violent pro-
tests in Jerusalem and Is-
raeli Arab towns, a security 
source said on Sunday.

Tensions were also 
high along the Gaza bor-
der where Israel killed two 
Palestinian militants and 
wounded a third in one  
of about a dozen air strikes 
in response to rocket  
fire at southern Israeli 
towns. Hospital officials 
confirmed the fatalities, 
and the Israeli military con-
firmed it had bombed cen-
tral Gaza.

But Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu sig-
nalled that broader Israeli 
action was not imminent.

Six Jewish suspects arrested over death 
of Palestinian teenager

Israel frees jailed Palestinian-American boy, 
places him under house arrest

Jerusalem, 7 July — 
An Israeli judge on Sun-
day released from jail and 
placed under house arrest 
a 15-year-old American of 
Palestinian descent whose 
apparent beating by Israeli 
police in East Jerusalem has 
drawn US concern.

Tariq Khdeir from 
Tampa, Florida, is a cous-
in of Mohammed Abu 
Khudeir, 16, whose abduc-
tion and killing in Jerusalem 
on Wednesday sparked vio-
lent protests and calls from 
Palestinians for a new upris-
ing against Israel.

A video clip circulated 
on the Internet on Saturday 
showed two Israeli border 
policemen holding down 
and repeatedly pummelling 
a masked youth before car-
rying him away. A later part 
of the video shows Khdeir’s 

Mohammed Abu Khudair, 
16, is seen in this undated 

family handout picture 
released on 6 July, 2014. 

Reuters

The burning-alive of 
16-year-old Mohammed 
Abu Khudair, and the earlier 
killings of three kidnapped 
Israeli teenagers, have 
driven relations between 

Palestinians and Israelis to 
their lowest point since US-
backed peace talks broke 
down in April.

The security source 
gave no details about the 
suspects arrested in the 
investigation into the ab-
duction and killing of Abu 
Khudair, other than to say 
they were Jewish and that 
police saw “nationalist mo-
tives” in the case.

Police spokesman 
Micky Rosenfeld said a gag 
order had been imposed on 
most details of the case, 
commenting only that po-
lice had arrested a number 
of Jewish people suspected 
of carrying out the killing.

Israel’s Shin Bet secu-
rity agency said the suspects 
were being questioned at 
one of its installations.

Reuters

face with a heavy black 
eye and swollen lip. Police 
spokesman Micky Rosen-
feld said Khdeir was one 
of six protesters caught and 
detained on Thursday dur-
ing clashes with police. Kh-
deir’s mother told Reuters 
her son was watching the 
protest and had not taken 

part. Khdeir, a high school 
student who had been vis-
iting family in East Jeru-
salem, also denied being 
involved in the clashes, tell-
ing reporters in comments 
that aired on ABC News 
on Sunday that he “was just 
watching” the clashes.

Reuters

Tariq Khdeir (L) is kissed by his mother in a mourners 
tent for his cousin Mohammed Abu Khudeir in the 

Arab neighbourhood of Shuafat in Jerusalem 
 on 6 July, 2014.— Reuters
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Claims Day Notice
MV danu  bhum voy  No (371N)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV danu bhum  
VOY NO (371N) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 8.7.2014 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of m.i.p where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 
Agent for: M/s regional

container lines
Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV yangon  star voy  No (7J0010R)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV yangon 
star  VOY NO (7J0010R) are hereby notified that 
the vessel will be arriving on 8.7.2014 and cargo will 
be discharged into the premises of m.i.p where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s cma cgm line
Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV panja  bhum voy  No (021)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV panja 

bhum  VOY NO (021) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 7.7.2014 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of a.w.p.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s wan hai lines pte ltd
Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV kuo hsiung voy  No (1018)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV kuo hsi-
ung  VOY NO (1018) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 7.7.2014 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of h.p.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s china shipping lines
Phone No: 2301185

Claims Day Notice
MV kota  rajin voy  No (867)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV kota 
rajin  VOY NO (867) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 8.7.2014 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of a.w.p.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department 
Myanma Port Authority 

Agent for: M/s advance container 
lines

Phone No: 2301185

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY

myanma oil and gas enterprise
(invitation for open tender)

(15/2014)
        Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in United States Dollars 
and Myanmar Kyats.
 

Sr.No	 Tender No			   Description		               Remark
   (1)   IFB -067(14-15)                 Portable Welding Machine with Complete   		  US$
			   Accessories (300 AMP, Diesel Engine
			   Driven (4) Sets
	 (2)	 IFB -068(14-15)	 Data Processing Center and Interpretation	 US$
			   Work Station (1) Lot		
	 (3)	 IFB -069(14-15)	 High Pressure Rubber Hoses for ZJ 70L      	 US$
			   Drilling Rigs (2) Items		
	 (4) 	 IFB -070(14-15)	 Spares for HDD Rigs (12) Items		  US$
	 (5) 	 IFB -071(14-15)	 Spares for CAT G 398 Gas Engine and
			   Worthington 5 SU 3 Compressor (46) Items	 US$
	 (6) 	 DMP/L -012(14-15)	 Spares for Komatsu Dozers (23) Items		  Ks
	 (7) 	 DMP/L -013(14-15)	 Fuel Bowser (3200 Gal Capacity)  (2)  Units (13) Items	Ks
 	     Tender Closing Date & Time -     5-8-2014, 16:30 Hr.
	       Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 8th July, 2014 at the 
Finance Department, Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No (44) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph: +95 67 - 411097/411206

Kuwait, 7 July — Po-
lice dispersed hundreds of 
protesters in Kuwait late 
on Sunday as they tried 
to march from the Grand 
Mosque to the main court 
complex to demand the 
release of prominent oppo-
sition politician Musallam 
al-Barrak.

After warning the 
chanting protesters that 
they had failed to obtain 
a licence for the march 
and that blocking the road 
would be illegal, the police 
fired smoke bombs to break 
up the gathering, a Reuters 
witness said.

Kuwait said on Fri-
day it would take all nec-
essary measures against 
“any signs of disturbance 
and violence” after police 
scattered demonstrators 
the government said had 
thrown stones, burned car 
tyres and blocked roads the 
previous night.

Al-Barrak has been de-
tained for questioning over 
allegations that he insulted 
the judiciary. A court hear-
ing for the former lawmak-

Hangzhou, 7 July — 
The identity of a man sus-
pected by police of setting 
a bus fire on Saturday in 
east China’s Hangzhou 
City is still unclear.

On Monday, police 
posted a photo of the man 
online and offered re-
wards for tips on his iden-
tity.

Police recovered the 
video captured by a cam-
era on the bus showing 
a man near the vehicle’s 
back door pouring liquid 
from his backpack at 5:03 
pm on Saturday and using 
a lighter to set the fire. 
Flames quickly spread 
through the bus.

Police also ascer-
tained from the footage 
that the stocky man, aged 
about 30 and wearing 
shorts and slippers, got on 
the bus at the terminal sta-
tion of Lingyin Temple at 
4:09 pm.

Lingyin Temple is a 
famous tourist attraction 
in the scenic city, known 
for its picturesque West 
Lake. Investigators said 
many of the passengers 
aboard the bus were tour-
ists outside Hangzhou. 
There are three minors 
among the injured.

The suspected arson-
ist and 28 others are being 
treated in hospitals.

Hospital sources 
said the arson suspect is 
among 15 severely in-
jured people from the fire. 
They are still under inten-
sive medical care.

Police have found 
that the fire was ignited 
by banana oil, a lacquer 
thinner, which the suspect 
carried onto the bus in a 
10-liter plastic container 
in his backpack.

Xinhua

Identity of 
China bus 

arsonist still 
unclear

Kuwait police disperse rally demanding 
politician’s release

A shopkeeper watches from inside his shop as Kuwaiti 
Special Forces detain a Kuwaiti protester in Kuwait 

City on 6 July, 2014.—Reuters

er has been set for Monday.
OPEC producer Ku-

wait, a US ally, allows 
more political freedom 
than other Gulf Arab states. 
It has a lively press and an 
elected parliament, but has 
also banned public gather-
ings of more than 20 people 
without a permit.

Unrest flared in 2012 
after the ruling emir, 
Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmed 
al-Sabah, changed the 
electoral law before a par-
liamentary election in De-

cember that year.
Barrak and other op-

position groups said the 
move was intended to deny 
them a majority, and they 
boycotted the poll.

Barrak, who draws 
support from some of Ku-
wait’s powerful tribes, 
was sentenced to jail for 
insulting the emir in 2013. 
His arrest and conviction 
triggered a series of street 
protests. He was later ac-
quitted.

Reuters
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London, 7 July — Ac-
tress Helena Bonham Cart-
er does her best to stop her 
children using iPads all day 
– but says she herself is ob-
sessed with playing Candy 
Crush Saga.

The 48-year-old ‘Har-
ry Potter’ actress tries to 
limit the access her chil-
dren Billy, 10, and Nell, 
six, have to gaming de-
vices, but feels a bit hyp-
ocritical because she plays 
the sweet-swapping game 
whenever she can, reported 
Hello magazine.

“The challenge is to 
find something we all like 
doing and to get the chil-
dren away from the screens, 
like iPads. Although I can’t 
be too strict as I’m a bit 
addicted to Candy Crush,” 
she said.

When they’re not play-
ing computer games, Hele-
na says her family love to 
get creative together, with 
her partner Tim Burton be-
ing a gifted artist.—PTI

London, 7 July — R&B star Rihanna has been replaced in the upcoming 
ad campaign for French fashion house Balmain. The ‘Monster’ singer was 
named the face of Balmain, modelling for their 2014 Spring/Summer cam-
paign, back in December, reported Digital Spy.

It appears that Rihanna won’t be featured in the next campaign, however, 
as the new Balmain ads instead feature Britain’s Cara Delevingne and Jour-
dan Dunn.

Balmain designer Olivier Rousteing told Instagram followers that the 
new campaign would feature “different girls” with “different backgrounds”.

Last month, Rihanna was named the Most Desirable Woman at the 2014 
Guys Choice Awards. She also recently made headlines for the custom sheer 
Adam Selman gown she wore at the 2014 CFDA Fashion Awards.—PTI

Los Angeles, 7 July — “Transformers: Age of Ex-
tinction” is the most popular movie this weekend, with 
36.4 million US dollars in estimated ticket sales in North 
America.

In its second week of screening, the film dropped 64 
percent in ticket sales since last weekend. It has a 10-day 
tally of 175 million dollars in sales, according to studio 
estimator Rentrak.

Melissa McCarthy’s latest comedy “Tammy” debut-
ed with 21.2 million dollars from 3,456 locations in North 
America, taking the second place. “Tammy” earned just a 
C+ from first-night moviegoers and got a 26 percent approv-
al rating from Rotten Tomatoes’ critics. All these indicate 
“Tammy” may have a tough time in the long run.—Xinhua

Shanghai, 7 July — A sce-
nic Chinese location where 
scenes in Paramount Pictures’ 
“Transformers: Age of Extinc-
tion” were filmed, has threat-
ened to sue the film’s produc-
ers for failing to display its 

logo on-screen, the China Dai-
ly newspaper reported.

The product place-
ment complaint was 
made by the Chongqing 
Wulong Karst Tourism 
Group, which operates 
the Wulong Scenic 
Area in southwest 
China. It marks the 
second dispute the 
movie has faced 
in the world’s sec-
ond-largest film mar-
ket where buoyant 

box office revenues 
is drawing Hol-

lywood film-

New York , 7 July — Jessica Simpson married for-
mer NFL player Eric Johnson in southern California on 
Saturday, People magazine reported.

Simpson, 33, and Johnson, 34, tied the knot at the 
San Ysidro Ranch in Santa Barbara, according to the 
magazine which received confirmation from the couple.

“We are overwhelmed with complete happiness and 
love having made our eternal commitment,” Simpson and 
Johnson said in a statement to People on Saturday.

The couple was joined by more than 250 guests, in-
cluding Simpson’s sister Ashlee Simpson and her fiancé 
Evan Ross, Jessica Alba and Donald Faison.

The couple have two children, one-year-old Ace who 
served as a ring bearer and Maxwell, 2, who was a flower 
girl.

Simpson, a pop singer and Weight Watchers spokes-
woman and Johnson, a former San Francisco 49ers tight 
end, began dating four years ago and became engaged in 
November 2010.—Reuters

Mumbai, 7 July — 
Bollywood actress Jacque-
line Fernandez has thanked 
her mother Kim for naming 
her after her idol former 
US First Lady Jacqueline 
Kennedy.

The 28-year-old Sri 
Lankan-born actress took 
to Twitter and Instagram to 
share a picture of the wife 
of the 35th President of the 
United States, John F Ken-
nedy.

“Thank you Kim Fernz 
(her mother) for naming 
me after the beautiful Jack-
ie O… my idol,” Jacque-
line posted on twitter.

The actress, who made 
her debut in Bollywood in 
2009 with ‘Aladin’, went 
on to star in movies like 
‘Murder 2’, ‘Housefull 2’ 
and ‘Race 2’.

Jacqueline is current-
ly gearing up for the 
release of ‘Kick’ in 
which she stars 
opposite Sal-
man Khan. 
The film will 
hit theatres on 
25 July.

PTI

Rihanna
replaced in Balmain 

fashion ads

“Transformers: Age of Extinction” rules box office in 2nd weekend

Jessica Simpson, Eric Johnson  
wed in Santa Barbara

Actors 
Jessica Simpson 

and Eric Johnson 
arrive on the 
red carpet at 
the annual 

White House 
Correspondents’ 

Association 
Dinner in 

Washington,  
on 3 May, 2014.

Reuters

Jacqueline 
Fernandez
thanks mom  
for naming her  
after Jackie 
Kennedy

‘Transformers’ producers face new 
dispute from Chinese location rep

A model of the Transformers character Bumblebee is 
displayed in front of Qianmen Gate in central Beijing, 

on 20 June, 2014. —Reuters

makers. China Daily quoted Li Chu, a 
marketing manager for the location, as 
saying the company was in talks with pro-
ducer 1905 Internet Technology and Par-
amount Pictures after they failed to show 
the area’s logo which confused some au-
diences about where the scenes were shot. 
Beijing-based 1905 Internet Technology 
is the movie channel arm of China Cen-
tral Television.

“If we fail to compromise on a pro-
posal that could remedy our loss we will 
resort to legal procedures,” Li said in the 
newspaper’s report on Monday.

Officials with Paramount Pictures, 
a unit of Viacom, were not immediately 
available to comment.

Other media reports said the scenic 
area should shoulder some of the blame 
because it contracted with 1905 and failed 
to deliver its contract payment on time.

The tourism board plans to hold a 
press conference in Beijing on Monday to 
explain its case, a spokesman said.

Reuters

Helena 
Bonham 
Carter 

obsessed with Candy 
Crush Saga

Bollywood actress Jacqueline 
Fernandez

R&B star Rihanna
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Samsung Electronics faces falling profits as 
succession looms

 Jay Y Lee, son of Sam-
sung Electronics chair-

man Lee Kun-hee and the 
company’s chief operat-
ing officer arrives at the 
company’s headquarters 
in Seoul on 1 Dec, 2010. 

Reuters

Seoul, 7 July — 
Smartphone leader Sam-
sung Electronics Co Ltd 
faces a third straight quar-
ter of profit decline that 
could become a fourth as 
cheaper models grab a big-
ger share of a slowing mar-
ket and Apple Inc readies 
the launch of its iPhone 6.

Samsung Electron-
ics’ woes, exacerbated by 
a won that has risen to a 
six-year high against the 
dollar, come at an awk-
ward time for the flagship 
of South Korea’s largest 
conglomerate. The maker 
of the Galaxy smartphone 
is expected to say on Tues-
day that earnings likely fell 
12.6 percent for the quarter 
ended June, according to a 
Thomson Reuters I/B/E/S 
poll. The group’s patriarch 
Lee Kun-hee has been hos-
pitalized since May fol-
lowing a heart attack, and 
the succession map for his 
three children — including 
heir-apparent Jay Y. Lee — 
remains unclear.

“Samsung’s heyday 
has gone. Its profit growth 
was abnormally high for 
the past three to four years, 
and now that is normaliz-
ing,” said Chang Sea-Jin, a 
business professor at Korea 

Advanced Institute of Sci-
ence and Technology and 
author of the book “Sony 
vs Samsung”.

Analysts say Sam-
sung’s top-end Galaxy S5 
handset, released in late 
March, is selling well but 
not well enough to offset 
weaker shipments for low- 
and mid-tier devices. Its 
next big product launch, 
the Galaxy Note 4, is ex-
pected later this year but is 
not forecast by analysts to 
be a game-changer.

Its foray into weara-
ble devices like the Gear 
smartwatch, meanwhile, 
remains at an early stage 
and faces tough competi-
tion from Apple and others. 
That leaves Samsung Elec-
tronics under margin pres-
sure and without a clear 
new growth driver for the 
immediate future.

“Samsung’s heir ap-
parent has no magic wand. 
It’s not something he can 
tackle in one or two years,” 
said Chang.

Samsung has said it 
will boost dividends, and 
those plans are expected 
to be detailed when full re-
sults for the three months 
ended June are released lat-
er this month.

That may placate in-
vestors who have sent its 
shares down about 5 per-
cent this year, lagging the 
flat performance of the 
benchmark Korea Com-
posite Stock Price Index.

Some analysts have 
also said it could buy back 
shares this year, part of a 
broader group restructuring 
tied to succession.

“Obviously, paying 
dividends is better than 
nothing, but I question how 
much merit there is to that 
given how tech companies 
are supposed to be growth 
stocks,” said Um Joon-ho, 
fund manager at Kiwoom 
Asset Management.

Samsung’s cash cow 
handsets business is suf-
fering from slowing mar-
ket growth and improving 
product quality from Chi-
nese manufacturers such as 
Huawei Technologies Co 
Ltd [HWT.UL] and Leno-
vo Group Ltd.

Research firm IDC 
expects global smartphone 
shipment growth this year 
to slow to 19.3 percent 
from 39.2 percent last year, 
while average sales prices 
are also seen falling.

Samsung’s first-quar-
ter market share fell to 30.2 

percent from 31.9 percent 
a year earlier, according to 
IDC. Huawei and Lenovo 
gained share. Samsung’s 
shipments were hurt by an 
apparent move by Chinese 
carriers to promote cheaper 
local brands, analysts said.

“If Samsung lowers 
the prices for its mid-to-
low tier line-up, that will 
hurt their short-term prof-
its, but their competitors 
will have to slash prices too 
and may not be able to turn 
profits,” IBK Securities an-
alyst Lee Seung-woo said.

“In the medium to 
long term, this is the way to 
pressure the competition.”

Reuters

Stosur and Zimonjic claim 
mixed doubles title

London, 7 July — Fifteenth seeds Samantha Stosur and 
Nenad Zimonjic claimed the mixed doubles title with a 6-4, 
6-2 win against 14th seeds Chan Hao-Ching of Taiwan and 
Max Mirnyi of Belarus at Wimbledon on Sunday in the final 
match of the 2014 championships.

For Australian Stosur, who exited the women’s single 
draw in the first round, it was a second Wimbledon title after 
she won in 2008 with Bob Bryan. Zimonjic is part of Ser-
bia’s Davis Cup team and had earlier watched team mate 
Novak Djokovic claim the men’s singles title before laying 
claim to some silverware of his own on Centre Court.

“This was kind of a feeling like playing the Davis Cup, 
watching Novak play and then being ready to step on the 
court,” Zimonjic said.—Reuters

Nenad 
Zimon-
jic of 

Serbia 
and Sa-
mantha 
Stosur 
of Aus-
tralia

Di Maria ruled out, Brazil try to get Thiago Silva back

Brazil’s Thiago Silva celebrates after scoring against 
Colombia during their 2014 World Cup quarter-finals 

at the Castelao arena in Fortaleza on 4 July, 2014.
Reuters

Brasilia, 7 July — 
Brazil launched a desper-
ate appeal to have skipper 
Thiago Silva’s ban for 
their World Cup semi-fi-
nal against Germany over-
turned on Sunday but Ar-
gentine hopes of seeing 
Angel Di Maria in action 
were ended by injury.

Doctors confirmed Di 
Maria will miss the semi-fi-
nal against the Netherlands 
because of a thigh problem 
but did not rule the winger 
out of being fit for the final 
should Argentina prevail in 
Sao Paulo on Wednesday.

“Angel has a Grade 1 
injury. Of course he won’t 
play in Argentina’s next 
game. After that, we’ll 
evaluate the situation day-
by-day,” team doctor Dan-
iel Martinez told reporters.

 Brazil captain Thiago 
Silva was also expected to 
miss the semi-finals after 
picking up his second yel-
low card of the tournament 
in the 2-1 win over Colom-
bia in the last eight on Fri-
day.

The central defender 
was cautioned for need-
lessly blocking keeper Da-
vid Ospina as he was taking 
a kick and FIFA said they 

were analyzing an appeal 
from the Brazilian Football 
Association.

His presence in the 
team on Tuesday would 
be a huge fillip for a Bra-
zilian public still reeling 
from the loss of talismanic 
striker Neymar, who was 
ruled out of the rest of the 
tournament after fracturing 
a vertebra in the win over 
Colombia.

That incident contin-
ued to appear on Sunday’s 
sports news bulletins on 
local television but Brazil’s 
former World Cup winning 
captain Carlos Alberto Tor-

res hoped it might end up 
being a good omen for the 
current squad.

The 1970 skipper re-
called how Amarildo and 
Garrincha had stepped up 
to fill the void left by an 
injury to Pele in 1962 and 
helped steer Brazil to the 
title.

“In the 1962 World 
Cup, we lost Pele,” he told 
Sportv. “Maybe someone 
will wake up and become 
the Garrincha of 1962.”

Germany were sure 
Neymar’s absence would 
not weaken the chal-
lenge facing them in Belo 

Horizonte, with Bastian 
Schweinsteiger expecting 
Brazil to draw strength 
from the adversity suffered 
by their posterboy.

S c h w e i n s t e i g e r ’ s 
coach Joachim Loew, how-
ever, was more concerned 
about the methods Brazil 
might use in the mouth-wa-
tering last four clash, wary 
of a repeat of the tough 
tackling that marked their 
win over Colombia.

“There’s precious lit-
tle left of that traditional 
Brazilian style of soccer, 
that artistic style of playing 
that we all know so well,” 
Loew said in an interview 
at his team’s base camp on 
the Atlantic coast.

“For sure, Brazil still 
have good technical play-
ers. But they’re playing 
more robustly than any 
other team here and they 
have been trying to break 
up their opponent’s attack 
that way.”

Brazil have made no 
apology for the 31 fouls 
they committed against 
Colombia and Dutch goal-
keeper Tim Krul was an-
other quarter-final victor 
unrepentant for his actions.

Reuters
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World Cup 2014 Brazil

Brazil Germany

Netherlands

Match-61

Match-62

Semi-finals

Argentina

Rio de Janeiro, 7 July — 
With two potentially epic semi-fi-
nals in prospect this week between 
Brazil and Germany and Argenti-
na and the Netherlands, Reuters 
takes a look back at five classic 
World Cup semi-finals.

Stockholm 24 June 1958  
Brazil 5 France 2

Pele, who was 17-years-old, 
had scored his first World Cup 
goal in Brazil’s 1-0 win over 
Wales in the quarter-finals but at 
a time when television was begin-
ning to expand, his fame rapidly 
spread after his performance in the 
semi-final against France.

The stage was set for a classic 
after Vava put Brazil ahead in the 
second minute and Just Fontaine 
equalized seven minutes later. 
Didi put Brazil back in front six 
minutes before halftime, then Pele 
took over.

He scored a 23-minute hat-
trick with goals in the 52nd, 64th 
and 75th minutes to secure Bra-
zil’s place in the final before Rog-
er Piantoni scored a late consola-
tion to make the score 5-2.

Brazil won the World Cup 
against Sweden by the same score-
line with Pele scoring another two 
goals to take his 1958 World Cup 
tally to six.

Mexico City, 17 June 1970  
Italy  4 West Germany 3 (AET)

One of the greatest World 
Cup matches of all time remem-
bered mainly for the astonishing 
extra time period that settled it and 
put Italy into the final for the first 
time since 1938.

Roberto Boninsegna’s eighth 
minute goal looked like winning 
it for the Italians in front of a 
102,000 crowd at the Azteca Sta-
dium but as injury time drew to an 
end German sweeper Karl-Heinz 
Schnellinger equalized.

Buenos Aires, 7 July — Argentina has a histo-
ry of adverse results against the Netherlands, which it 
will face at the semi-final of the 2014 World Cup on 
Wednesday.

Argentina defeated the Netherlands only in the fi-
nal of the 1978 Argentina World Cup, 3-1. They met 
four times in World Cups with Argentina losing twice.

Argentina lost 4-0 in the second round of the 1974 
Germany World Cup, and 2-1 in the quarter-final of 
the 1998 France World Cup. In the 2006 Germany ver-
sion, the teams drew 0-0 in the group stage.

Argentina and the Netherlands faced each other 
eight times internationally, with the Dutch recording 
four wins, three draws and one loss.
The following is a list of results of the total matches 
between both teams:
(1)	 1974, at Amsterdam (Netherlands), friendly,  

Argentina 1 Netherlands 4.
(2)	 1974, at Gelsenkirchen (Germany), World Cup 

second round, Argentina 0 Netherlands 4.
(3)	 1978, Buenos Aires (Argentina), World Cup  

final, Argentina 3 Netherlands 1.
(4)	 1979, Zurich (Switzerland), FIFA’s 75th Anni-

versary Cup, Argentina 0 (8) Netherlands 0 (7).
(5)	 1998, Marseille (France), World Cup quarter-fi-

nals, Argentina 1 Netherlands 2.
(6)	 1999, Amsterdam (Netherlands), friendly,  

Argentina 1 Netherlands 1.
(7)	 2003, Amsterdam (Netherlands), friendly,  

Argentina 0 Netherlands 1.
(8)	 2006, Frankfurt (Germany), World Cup first 

round, Argentina 0 Netherlands 0.—Xinhua

London, 7 July — After 
almost four hours of men-
tal torture, Novak Djokovic 
sank to his knees, crouched 
over the hallowed Wimble-
don turf, plucked a blade of 
grass and put it in his mouth 
— never before had victory 
tasted so good.

It was a victory that he 
should have been celebrat-
ing almost an hour earlier, 
it was a victory that almost 
slipped through his sweaty 
fingers, it was a victory he 
had been craving for three 
years. At 6.07pm local time 
on Sunday, the Serb’s ag-
ony finally turned into ec-
stasy when Roger Federer 
whipped a backhand into 
the net to end one of the 
greatest finals seen at the All 
England Club. The 6-7(7), 
6-4, 7-6(4), 5-7, 6-4 triumph 
elevated Djokovic to a dou-
ble Wimbledon champion, 
while denying Federer a re-
cord eighth title.

Fifty two minutes ear-
lier the Serb had also stood 
one point away from victory 
at 5-4 in the fourth set — 

Argentina has history of adverse 
results against Netherlands

Dazzling Djokovic savours victory over Federer

A look back at five memorable

World Cup
Semi-finalsAfter four minutes of extra 

time West Germany struck again 
with Gerd Mueller putting them 
2-1 ahead to start a frantic burst of 
five goals in 17 minutes.

Tarcisio Burgnich made it 
2-2 before Gigi Riva put the Ital-
ians back in front later with a shot 
on the turn.

That lead only last six min-
utes before Mueller scored to 
make it 3-3. The Italians went 
straight up the other end with Gi-
anni Rivera striking in the 111th 
minute to make it 4-3.

One of the lasting memories 
of the game is Franz Beckenbau-
er playing with his arm across his 
chest in a makeshift sling as he 
continued playing after dislocat-
ing his shoulder.

Italy returned to the Azteca a 
few days later and lost 4-1 to Bra-
zil in the final.

Seville, 8 July 1982  
WEST Germany 3 France 3 

(AET)
West Germany won 5-4 on 

penalties
Twelve years after their de-

feat to Italy in the 1970 semis, 
West Germany triumphed in 1982 
in one of the World Cup’s most 
dramatic and controversial match-
es, featuring the infamous assault 
by German keeper Harald Schu-
macher on Patrick Battiston.

That incident was crucial to 
the outcome, because although 

Battiston was badly injured by 
Schumacher’s reckless flying 
mid-air challenge and ended the 
day in hospital, the goalkeeper 
was not even yellow carded and 
kept his place in goal for the pen-
alty shootout which the Germans 
won. France though, appeared to 
be heading for their first World 
Cup final when they led 3-1 after 
eight minutes of extra time.

Although Pierre Littbarski 
had given West Germany a 17th 
minute lead, that had been can-
celled out by a Michel Platini pen-
alty soon after and the French, the 
better side, almost won the game 
when Manuel Amoros hit the 
crossbar in stoppage time.

Justice appeared to be done 
when Marius Tresor and Alain 
Giresse struck to put France 
3-1 ahead after 98, but with in-
jured captain Karl-Heinz Rum-
menigge coming off the bench to 
lead the fightback, the Germans 
pulled level with goals from 
Rummenigge and Klaus Fischer 
before they won in the World 
Cup’s first shootout.

They then met Italy in the fi-
nal, and, as they had been in the 
1970 semi, were beaten again, 3-1 
in Madrid.

Turin, 4 July 1990  
West Germany 1 England 1 

(AET)
West Germany won 4-3 on 

penalties
England reached the semi-fi-

nals for the first time since 1966 
but Germany triumphed in a high-
ly emotional and dramatic clash.

Andreas Brehme put Ger-
many ahead after an hour with a 
deflected free-kick before Gary 
Lineker equalized 10 minutes 
from time.

One of the more famous TV 
images of those finals, is a shot of 
Paul Gascoigne welling up in tears 
after a booking that would have 
kept him out of the final and the 
camera then focusing on Linek-
er, turning to the English bench, 
and mouthing “have a word with 
him” indicating they should try 
and keep Gascoigne calm for the 
remainder of the match.

Neither team scored again 
in extra time — though both hit 
the woodwork — so the out-
come was decided by penalties 
with both sides scoring their first 
three. Stuart Pearce then missed 
for England, Olaf Thon scored for 
West Germany to make it 4-3 be-
fore Chris Waddle famously sent 

his penalty into orbit to give the 
Germans victory. Another iconic 
moment followed as German cap-
tain Lothar Matthaeus consoled a 
distraught Waddle after the game

The other semi-final between 
hosts Italy and Argentina also end-
ed in a 1-1 draw and a 4-3 penalty 
shootout victory for the Argen-
tines who lost 1-0 to the Germans 
in the final.

Paris  8 July 1998 
France 2 Croatia 1

On a night of almost unbe-
lievable tension France, playing 
at home in their capital city, came 
from behind to reach the World 
Cup final for the first time.

Croatia, competing as an 
independent nation for the first 
time and riding on an emotional 
wave of support from home, had 
impressed throughout the tour-
nament and qualified for the last 
four in style beating Germany 3-0 
in the quarter-finals. France, as 
hosts had looked superb for most 
of the tournament too with wins 
over South Africa, Saudi Arabia, 
Denmark and Paraguay before 
reaching the semis with a penalty 
shootout win over Italy.

But they fell behind to Croa-
tia just after halftime when Davor 
Suker scored, although the match 
turned a minute later when de-
fender Lilian Thuram equalized, 
before scoring what proved to be 
the winner 20 minutes from time. 
They were the only goals he scored 
in a 142-cap, 14-year international 
career. The match was marred by 
the sending off of French defend-
er Laurent Blanc 14 minutes from 
time for elbowing Croatian Slaven 
Bilic although TV replays proved 
that Bilic feigned the injury.

That kept Blanc out of the fi-
nal which France won with a 3-0 
victory over Brazil.—Reuters

Novak Djokovic of Serbia holds the winner’s trophy 
after defeating Roger Federer (R) of Switzerland in 

their men’s singles finals tennis match on Centre Court 
at the Wimbledon Tennis Championships in London  

on 6 July , 2014.—Reuters

only to watch Hawkeye de-
liver the cruellest of blows.

The technology that 
had left Federer seething 
in the 2007 final, when he 
yelled “God it’s killing 
me”, came to his rescue at 
match point down by ruling 
the Swiss’s serve had in fact 
kissed the line after the line 
judge had called it out. What 
should have led to a second 
serve from Federer had now 
turned into an ace, produc-
ing another twist in the grip-
ping drama that had 15,000 
people sitting on the edge 
of their seats and Djokovic 
tied up in knots.—Ruters


