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Disputes between employers and employees
In Yangon industrial zones settled

Yancon, 15 May
— Some of the disputes
between employers and
employees of factories
in  Yangon industrial
zones have been settled,
according to the Factories
and General Labour Law
I nspection Department.

A consensus over the
allowancefor cost of living
was reached on 12 May
between the employer and
over 2,000 workers of Shin
Soung in Shwepaukkan

Industrial  Zone in North
Okkalapa Township after
the employer agreed to
increase the alowance, an
official of the department
said. Meanwhile, Korea
Link Garment Factory
employers in Hlinethaya
Township agreed on
5 May to increase the
adlowance for cost of
living, ending the dispute
with over 920 workers over
payment, according to the
department.

At Star  Tex
Garment Factory in
Shwepyitha Industrial Zone,
the employer of the factory
signed the agreement on 14
May that the factory will
not ask its more than 530
employees to work overtime
without their acceptance
including  working  on
holidays.

The employer of
Dragon Stage garment
factory in  Mingaladon
Township aso agreed to

the

increase the basic salary of
the workers of the factory
on 5 May, settling adispute

with 2,300 workers.
Midas Garment
Factory in Hlinethaya

Industrial Zonereemployed
the seven workers who
were sacked from the job
on 4" April, 2014.

The factory has also
agreed to increase the
allowancefor cost of living,
after lengthy negotiations.

NLM

The Swiss Ambassador to Myanmar in an
interview to The New Light of Myanmar Daily

H.E. Christoph Burgener, Switzerland’s first
resident Ambassador to Myanmar.
Photograph supplied.

By Ye Myint

The NLM: Please
provide a brief introduc-
tion of the operations of
the Swiss Embassy in
Myanmar to the readers
of the New Light of My-
anmar Daily.

Swiss  Ambassador:
In the wake of the politi-
cal, economic and socia
changes in Myanmar,

Switzerland opened an
Embassy in Yangon late
2012. We are here to de-
liver and to be a construc-
tive partner. Besides the
representation of Swiss
interests and the promo-
tion of fair and inclusive
economic relations, the
Embassy of Switzerland
in Myanmar manages two
operational programmes:
1) Through its Swiss
Agency for Development

YaNGoN, 15 May—
To beef up domestic
flights, a new passenger
aircraft for Shwe
Myanmar Airlines was
delivered on Thursday
at Yangon International
Airport.

Shwe Myanmar

New aircraft
delivered for Shwe
Myanmar Airlines

Airlines  bought the
French-made aircraft via
Air LEASE Corporation
in the UK. It will operate
along the NyaungU-Heho-
Kengtung-Tachilek-
Bhamo-Myitkyina-Putao-
Lashio-Thandwe route as
of 27 May.—MNA
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and Cooperation (SDC),
the Embassy supports the
Myanmar Government
and civil society to reduce
poverty, especialy in ru-
ral areas. The thematic
domains cover vocation-
a skills development;
agriculture and food secu-
rity; health, socia infra-
structures and local gov-
ernance. 2) The Embassy
has a Peace, Democra-
tization and Human
Rights Programme fo-
cusing on the support to
peace, democratization
and human rights.

Throughout our pro-
grammes and undertaking,
we vaue accountability,
transparency, an active
civil society, inclusiveness
and gender equality, rule
of law and democracy. My
Embassy wantsto be a con-
structive partner for Gov-
ernment, Parliament, Civil
Society and all politica
parties.

We are strengthening
our bilateral ties on a dai-
ly basis. Our Minister of
Foreign Affairs and our
Speaker of the Parliament

came to Myanmar. On the
Myanmar side a lot of Un-
ion Ministers, the Speak-
er of the Parliament and
the opposition leader Daw
Aung San Suu Kyi have
had fruitful political talks
in Switzerland.

The NLM: Would
you like to share your
views on Myanmar’s
2014 Census?

Swiss Ambassador: It
is not for Switzerland to
comment on an on-going
process of the Government
of the Union of Myanmar.
The Government knows
that coming steps have to
be handled with extraordi-
nary political sensitivity.

For economic and so-
cia planning, a country
needs to rely on data that
is as up to date as possi-
ble. With the support of
the international commu-
nity and in a constructive
dialogue with the different
stakeholders, Myanmar is
trying to achieve that. The
census however is not just
a technical data collection
exercise. At a moment in
which the future of this

country is in the making.
It offers the opportunity
to look at different is
sues in Myanmar that go
further than the need for
reliable data: the debate
on what it means to be a
Myanmar citizen beyond
ethnic criteria; what kind
of resources are available
to the mgjority of the pop-
ulation; the real socio-de-
mographic composition of
Myanmar today. For Swit-
zerland, the support to the
census is an important
juncture between good
governance, peace support
and democratic transition,
in addition to being a tool
that will help protect hu-
man rights.

The NLM: How
important is the peace
process for Myanmar’s
democratization?

Swiss  Ambassador:
A functioning democratic
system impliesthat beyond
differences of world views,
religions, of languages,
ethnic  backgrounds, a
peaceful way of living to-
gether and afair sharing of
wealth are acknowledged

and accepted by al the
parties concerned. That is
achieved through a politi-
cal dialogue and a political
dialogue cannot take place
in times of armed confron-
tation. Political dialogue,
as the term indicates, does
not mean that one or the
other side has surrendered,
but the choice has been
made to settle the differ-
ences through dialogue
rather than through arms.
Thus, the peace process
is extremely important.
Many people tend to think
that the peace process only
concerns the ethnic aresas,
but not mainland Myan-
mar. Looking a my coun-
try where we have come to
recognize that democracy
isnot a given but that there
is a constant need to rede-
fine the spaces in which
differences are accepted
and even appreciated. | can
only say that there is no
such thing as a contained
conflict. Especially in a
situation like here, where
there has been armed con-
flict for so long, it ends
(See page 2)
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Pre-election preparations and
arrangements discussed

Yancon, 15 May—A
coordination meeting be-
tween the Union Election
Commission and political
parties took place on
Thursday morning at Sky
Star Hotel in Tamway of
Yangon Region, with an
address by the commis-
sion’s chairman U Tin
Aye.

Nay Pyr Taw, 15
May—Union Minister for
Rail Transportation U
Than Htay pledged to
make efforts for safer
transportation for the pub-
lic at a news conference
concerning Monday’s fa-
tal road accident on the

Yangon-Nay Pyi Taw
highway.
“Efforts are being

made for safer transport
for the public based on
recommendations and
findings of the investiga-
tion into the accident,” the
Union minister said.

An inter-departmental
investigation has
been launched into the ac-
cident of the Yazamin Bus
Line, in which 14 people

The meeting focused
on legislative frameworks,
the compilation of the list
of voters, campaigns for
public awareness, and the
necessity of political par-
ties and members of parlia-
ment to abide by the rules
and regulations.

Speaking of the legis-
lative frameworks, U Tin

Aye stressed that his com-
mission has no right to
amend the law, but it is at
parliament that amend-
ments are possible.

As to the compilation
of the list of voters, plans
are underway to make the
process computerized
through the cooperation
with  the International

Foundation for Electoral
System (IFES), the com-
mission’s chairman stated.
He also called for in-
ternational agencies and
media in raising public
awareness, inviting local
political parties to give ad-
vice on rules and regula-
tions concerning election-
eering.—MNA

SWRR Minister discusses
Myanmar’s plan for youths
at the World Conference on

Youth 2014

Nay Pyr Taw, 15
May—Dr Daw Myat Myat
Ohn Khin, Union Minister
for Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement, attended
the World Conference on
Youth 2014 and the Infor-
mal Ministerial Meeting in
Sri Lanka which began on 6

Union Rail Transportation Minister vows to work

died. The Union minister
also said that the percent-
age of accidents caused by
vehicle failures is low on
expressways.

Highway Police Chief
Police Colonel Nay Win
told reporters at the press
conference that the driver
of the bus involved in the
accident was found to be
holding an invalid license,
but was allowed to drive
the bus by the bus owner
and the bus line.

The police chief said

most traffic  accidents
occur due to reckless
driving.—MNA

on safer public transport

Myanmar, Japan sign grant agreement on
project for human resources development

Yancon, 15 May—
The Grant Agreement (GA)
for the “Project for Human
Resources  Development
Scholarship” was signed on
Monday between U Ko Ko
Tin, Director General of
the Department of Educa-
tion Planning and Training
(DEPT), and Mr. Masahiko

scholarship

Tanaka, Chief Representa-
tive of Japan International
Cooperation Agency
(JICA) Myanmar Office
following the signing of
Exchange of Notes be-
tween the governments of
Japan and Myanmar on 24
April 2014,

The Japanese Grant

I

i

Director-General U Ko Ko Tin and Mr. Masahiko
Tanaka, Chief Representative of JICA shake
hands after exchanging signed notes.—~NLMm

Aid for Human Resource
Development Scholarship
(JDS) is intended to pro-
vide the maximum grant
amount of JPY 468,000,000
to offer academic opportu-
nities for Myanmar schol-
ars to study Master Courses
in Japanese higher educa-
tional institutions in Eng-
lish under the Grant Aid
scheme of the government
of Japan.

JDS targets young and
highly capable government
officials and private sector
participants who are ex-
pected to contribute to the
development of their coun-
try through engagement in
implementing social and
economic development
plans.

The Government of
Japan expects to strengthen
the friendship between My-
anmar and Japan through
the Grant Aid project in a
way that the selected My-
anmar scholars will be able
to utilize the human net-
work obtained through the
academic and social activi-
ties and experiences in Ja-
pan.—NLM

May.

During the conference,
she elaborated on tasks My-
anmar is carrying to adopt a
national level youth policy
and she pledged to join
hands with other countries
for the development of
youth. At the roundtable
discussion on poverty re-
duction and food security
on 8 May, the Union minis-
ter said that the ministry fo-
cuses on social care services
for children, women, the
disabled and the aged.

On 9 May, the Union
minister  received Ken-
ya-based Mr. Douglas Ra-
gan of UN-Habitat to dis-
cuss youth development
tasks.

Following the confer-
ence the Colombo Declara-
tion on Youth was re-
leased. —MNA

Union Minister for
Rail Transportation
U Than Htay clarifies
safer transportation
for the public.—mNa

The Swiss Ambassador to
Myanmar in an interview to...

(from page 1)

up affecting society as a
whole, not just certain ele-
ments or isolated parts of it.
As long as the armed con-
flict is not addressed, there
can be no real democracy
and sustainable economic
progress in a country.

The NLM: You re-
cently visited Rakhine
State together with My-
anmar Union Ministers,
EU officials and Norway’s
Ambassador. Please tell
us about your impression.

Swiss Ambassador: It
was my second trip to the
region and | appreciate
the initiative of the Union
Ministers  for including
Ambassadors to this trip.
The mission confirms the
complexity of the issues
at stake. Without unity of
all the willing, no sustain-
able solution can be found.
Violence undermines the
development of all the Ra-
khine State and hinders the
achievement of progress.

As depository of the
Geneva Conventions,
Switzerland has advocated,
advocates and will con-
tinue to advocate that full
humanitarian access must

be granted and that the fun-
damental rights to those
in need must be respect-
ed, irrespective of gender,
faith or ethnicity. Also the
humanitarian actors need
an environment free of vi-
olence and smooth coordi-
nation for efficient action.
Switzerland wants also to
cooperate with the Gov-
ernment towards a durable
solution that addresses the
underlying causes of con-
flict.

The NLM: What is
your point of view regard-
ing a possible amendment
of the constitution?

Swiss  Ambassador:
Here again, it’s not on
Switzerland to give any
advice. But it goes without
saying that in a democracy
it’s of prime importance
that people’s desire is re-
flected in the Constitution.

The NLM: What
message would you give
to Myanmar people from
various ethnic and reli-
gious groups?

Swiss Ambassador: In
general, Switzerland never
gives lessons to any one,
and much prefers sharing
of experiences and les-

sons learnt. Bearing that in
mind, | would allow myself
two comments. The first
one: humankind history —
both ancient and recent —
has taught us the very hard
way that mixing religion
with politics is a danger-
ous path; the second one:
peacefully living together
among diversity cannot be
achieved when basic needs
— education, food, shel-
ter and security — are not
properly addressed. That
goes hand in hand with a
fair sharing of wealth.
Modern Switzer-
land was constituted out
of 25 sovereign cantons
(states) with the first Fed-
eral Constitution of 1848.
Seventeen cantons are
German-speaking, four
cantons are French-speak-
ing, one canton is Ital-
ian-speaking, three can-
tons are bilingual (German
- French), and one canton
has three languages (Ger-
man, Romansh, and Ital-
ian). All cantons have
different cultures and tradi-
tions. It took us a long way
to reach unity in diversity.
Switzerland as a federalist
state has gone through this
process and would like to
share its experiences with
the people of Myanmar.
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Literacy iIs a national concern: President U Thein Sein

Nay Pyr Taw, 15
May—A ceremony to hon-
our those who participat-
ed in a literacy movement
took place at City Hall of
Mandalay on Thursday
evening, with an address
by President U Thein Sein,
sources said.

In  his speech, the
president stressed the im-
portance of literacy, a ba-
sic necessity for political,
economic, social and exec-
utive sectors, all of which
are crucial for national de-
velopment.

He also stressed that
educating all citizens is of
national concern as “the
disappearance of literature
amounts to the disappear-
ance of race”, adding that
literacy campaigns date
back to the times of Myan-
mar’s ancient kings.

President U Thein
Sein called on trainees not
to be complacent with their
present level of literacy but

to go on learning in their
free time.

Speaking of the strive
for national stability, peace
talks with ethnic armed
groups, rural development
projects and poverty re-
duction, the president men-
tioned some tangible suc-
cesses and admitted being
faced with some difficul-
ties and challenges, calling
for public participation in
overcoming the obstacles,
which he noted are quite
common for young democ-
racies.

The president also said
that the amendment of the
constitution and the hold-
ing of free and fair elections
are domestic issues,which
will be carried out within a
legal framework, and with-
out tarnishing national sov-
ereignty.

“Unrest won’t do any
good to the country as only
the country and the people
will suffer,” the president

said. The Basic Literacy
Movement 2014 began
1 April in 29 townships

Development programmes for Rakhine State,
internal peace making process discussed with
French Ambassador

Nay Pyr Taw, 15
May—Vice-President
Dr Sai Mauk Kham met
French Ambassador to My-
anmar Mr. Thierry Mathou
on Thursday at the Creden-
tials Hall of the Presiden-
tial Palace in Nay Pyi Taw
to discuss development
programmes for Rakhine
State and the internal peace
making process.

They also focused on-
further strengthening re-
lations between Myanmar
and France, cooperation in
Myanmar’s media training
school to organize the sec-
ond women’s forum.

MNA
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Vice-President Dr Sai
Mauk Kham greets
French Ambassador
Mr. Thierry
Mathou.—mnNaA
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Ministry of Rail Transportation and JICA
discuss Yangon urban transport plan

Nay Pyt Taw, 15
May—A seminar on Yan-
gon Urban Transport Mas-
ter Plan of the Project for
Comprehensive Urban
Transport Plan of the
Greater Yangon (YUTRA),
jointly conducted by the
Ministry of Rail Transpor-
tation and the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation
Agency (JICA), was held

at Thingaha Hotel in Nay
Pyi Taw on Wednesday.

Officials discussed
transportation  infrastruc-
ture and finances, major
findings on Yangon urban
transport, topics of urban
transport development in
Japan and the Yangon ur-
ban transport master plan
(YUTRA).

Modern Yangon urban

transport will be undertak-
en with the use of BRT,
LRT and MRT systems. A
total of 29 short-term plans
will be implemented in
2018, 23 medium-term
plans in 2025 and 17 long-
term plans in 2035. The
Yangon Urban Transport
Authority (YUTA) will be
formed in line with the law,
officials said. —MNA

across the country, sup-
porting more than 46,000
rural people. —MNA

President U Thein Sein cordially meets local
people at city hall in Mandalay.—wmn~a

Midsummer Night Music Concert held

Nay Py1 Taw, 15 May
— Under Myanmar-Thai-
land cultural exchange
programme, a Midsummer
Night Music Concert took
place on Thursday at My-
anmar International Con-
vention Centre-MICC in
Nay Pyi Taw.

The concert was at-
tended by Vice-President

U Nyan Tun and wife.

Before the concert,Un-
ion Minister for Culture U
Aye Myint Kyu made an
opening speech.

He said the Ministry
of Culture plays a crucial
role in creating the ASEAN
socio-culture  communi-
ty-ASCC that implements
people-to-people commu-

In Nay Pyi Taw

nication among the youths
and attempts for narrow-
ing the development gaps
among ASEAN regions.
The concert is one of
the arrangements of ASE-
AN integration, aimed at
promoting relations among
the ASEAN countries, he
added.
MNA

Photo shows Midsummer Night Music Concert in Nay Pyi Taw.—MNaA

Amendment for constitution discussed

Nay Pvyi Taw, 15
May—The Constitutional
Amendment  Implemen-
tation Committee held
meeting 7/2014 at the hall
of the Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw on Thursday.

Secretary of the com-

mittee U Aye Mauk re-
ported on progress of im-
plementing the minutes of
the previous meeting.
Chairman of the com-
mittee and Deputy Speak-
er of Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
U Nanda Kyaw Swa and

Vice-Chairman and Dep-
uty Speaker of Upper
House U Mya Nyein re-
viewed the discussions of
committee members and
representatives of politi-
cal parties.

MNA
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Farmers to ¢

Hrigyaing, 15 May
—A coordination meeting
on presentation of com-

pensation for the farmers
who had to abandon their
farmlands for construction

Green project to uplift living
standard of rural people

TacHILEK, 15 May—A
ceremony to clarify the
implementation of green
project took place at the
hall of General Admin-
istration Department in
Tachilek, eastern Shan
State, on Wednesday.

Deputy Director U
Zeyar Nyo of Rural Devel-
opment Department under
the Ministry of Livestock,
Fisheries and Rural Devel-
opment explained imple-
mentation of the project in
detail and replied to que-
ries raised by Shan State
Hluttaw representative
Daw Tin May Tun, depart-
mental officials and local
authorities.

The deputy director

made a clarification on
procedure of implementa-
tion for the project starting
from 2014-15 fiscal year.
Moreover, the project
will contribute to the local
people to do their business
from the manageable scale
to the commercial scale.
The green project is to
be implemented to operate
businesses with capital in-
vestment for rural people.
Seven villages have been
chosen for implement-
ing the project in 2014 in
Tachilek Township, and
the project will be imple-
mented there in early June
of 2014.
Mawgyi (Triangle
Region)

Rural road construction
contributes to better
transport for locals

Pantanaw, 15 May—
Construction of a three
miles and four furlongs
long earthen road started
in the last week of April. It
will link Gonmin Village,
Meinmapyay Village and
Dala Village in Pantanaw
Township, Ayeyawady Re-
gion.

At present, the con-
struction of the road has
over two miles long com-
plete.

Thanks to the road, lo-
cal people will get easy ac-
cess to Pantanaw and other
major cities in Ayeyawady
Region in a short time. The
16 feet wide road will cost
K25 million. The local peo-
ple formed a fund-raising
committee so as to build
the road on a self-reliant

basis.

A construction com-
pany provides a backhoe in
the task to be completed be-
fore the rainy season. Local
authorities plan the com-
pletion of the construction
tasks by May. Upon com-
pletion, rural people from
villages nearby Gonmin,
Meinmapyay and Dala vil-
lages will have the oppor-
tunity to send their domes-
tic products to the market
in time, and they will enjoy
betterment of health and
economic sectors.

Khin Maung Zaw Myint

of Ayeyawady Bridge (Hti-
gyaing) was held at Shweh-

ti hall in Htigyaing, one of

et compensation for their farmlands
- - v 1 L

townships in Sagaing Re-
gion, on Wednesday.

The bridge crossing
Ayeyawady River will be
5930 feet long and it will
link Model Myataung Vil-
lage on the east bank of the
river and Htigyaing on the
west bank. At the meeting
attended by district author-
ities and the superintending
engineer of the bridge con-
struction, officials coordi-
nated with 20 farmers from
the bank of Htigyaing to
give compensation for con-
fiscated farmlands.

Both sides satisfied
that one acre of confiscat-
ed farmland was valued at
K7.5 million.

Saw Kalyar (Htigyaing)

Electricians substituted new power lines in the
places of old and damaged lines and installed 2P
breakers at the shops of No 1 Myoma Market in

Pyinmana of Nay Pyi Taw Council Area on
Tuesday.—Ko Ko Yura

—

Ladies from Mohnyin took part in celebrating
the Buddha’s Day and poured clean water at
the sacred Bo Tree on the Fullmoon Day of
Kason on 13 May (Tuesday).—n~Lm-001

Residents of Hopin
Sub-Township to get rural
bridge soon

Horv, 15 May—Su-
perintending Engineer U
Oo Saw Thein of Public
Works and party viewed
round progress in build-
ing Nantyin Creek bridge
on Hopin-Nantyin-Hsinbo
Road in Hopin Sub-Town-
ship of Kachin State on
Tuesday.

Kachin State govern-
ment funded K382 million
for construction of the
bridge in 2013-14 fiscal
year. The bridge will be
120 feet long and 24 feet

wide. The clearance of the
reinforced concrete bridge
is 26.5 feet high.
Construction of the
bridge has been completed
by 95 per cent. It will be a
bridge to be used in trans-
port of agricultural pro-
duce. On completion, local
people do not need to wait
for subsiding the water
level of the creek. In con-
sequence, the local farmers
can harvest the paddy in
time.
Township IPRD

Human Rights Dialogues to be held
in Nay Pyi Taw

Nay Pyt Taw, 15
May—The international
community has been rec-
ognizing with positive re-
sponse the progress made
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An earthen rural
road is under
construction to link
three villages in
Pantanaw Township.
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in the political, socio-eco-
nomic and administrative
reforms in Myanmar.

They also have an in-
terest on the significant

progress on human rights
issues. In order to exchange
views on human rights in
Myanmar, the Second My-
anmar-Japan Human Rights

|
o ]
i

Dialogue and the First My-
anmar-EU Human Rights
Dialogue will be held on
19 and 20 May in Nay Pyi
Taw.—MNA
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Thai protesters force PM to flee meeting after
three killed in Bangkok

Banckok, 15 May —
Protesters seeking to oust
Thailand’s government
broke into the grounds of
an air force compound on
Thursday where the acting
prime minister was meet-
ing the Election Commis-
sion to fix a date for new
polls, forcing him to flee.

The disruption of act-
ing Prime Minister Niwat-
thamrong Boonsongphai-
san’s efforts to organize an
election came hours after
gunmen attacked anti-gov-
ernment protesters, killing
three.

The turmoil comes
as the government loy-
al to ousted former pre-
mier Thaksin Shinawatra
squares off with opponents
backed by the royalist
establishment over who
should be prime minister,
in the latest phase of nearly
a decade of rivalry.

Hundreds of protest-
ers converged outside an
air force school in north

Thailand’s interim Prime
Minister Niwatthamrong
Boonsongphaisan

i =

Bangkok after word spread
that Niwatthamrong was
meeting commission offi-
cials there. They had put
off talks at another venue
the previous day because
of security fears.

“We are here to tell
Niwatthamrong that there
is no point standing in our

n e ek,
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Anti-government protesters gather at the site of an attack at the Democracy Monument in Bangkok
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on 15 May, 2014.—REUTERS

way,” Chumpol Jumsai, a
leader of the anti-govern-
ment protesters, told the
crowd from on top of a
truck shortly before hun-
dreds of protesters evad-
ed police and streamed
through a side entrance of
the compound.
Commission member

Somchai  Srisutthiyakorn
said the meeting was being
abandoned and Niwattham-
rong was leaving. “We will
have to meet another day,”
he said.

The government sees
a general election as the
best way out of a cri-
sis that threatens to tip

Japan PM eyes landmark change in
limits on military combat abroad

Tokyo, 15 May — Ad-
visers to Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe called
on Thursday for a landmark
change in security policy,
urging the government to
lift a ban that has kept Ja-
pan from fighting abroad
since its defeat in World
War Two.

Citing an increasing-
ly tough security environ-
ment, the private advis-
ers called in a report for a
change to a long-standing
interpretation of the post-
war, pacifist constitution
that says Japan has the right
to defend itself with the
minimum force necessary,
but that combat abroad ex-
ceeds that limit.

“We have reached a
situation in which we can-
not sufficiently maintain
our country’s peace and se-
curity or realise peace and
prosperity of the region and
international society under
the current interpretation of
the constitution,” the report
by Abe’s handpicked ad-
visers said.

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe

A lifting of the ban
on “collective self-de-
fence” would be welcome
to Japan’s ally the United
States, but would draw crit-
icism from China, ties with
which have been damaged
by a territorial row and the
legacy of Japan’s past ag-
gression.

Abe — who is set to
comment on the report at
a news conference later in
the day — has made clear
his desire to loosen the lim-
its of the US-drafted char-
ter.

But doubts remain
about how far and how
quickly he can go. His
Liberal Democratic Par-
ty’s (LDP) junior partner,
the New Komeito, is wary,
voters are divided and the
LDP’s deputy leader is
worried about the impact
on local polls this year and
next.

Previous governments
have said Japan has the
right of collective self-de-
fence under international
law, but that the constitu-
tion’s pacifist Article 9 pro-

hibited taking such action.

Abe’s advisers argue,
however, that Japan’s secu-
rity environment, including
an increasingly assertive
China and volatile North
Korea, requires a more
flexible approach.

Abe would like to em-
body the change in a cabi-
net resolution followed by
revisions to relevant laws.
A wholesale lifting of the
ban soon appears unlikely,
although critics say even
small changes would open
the door to more drastic
moves later. The govern-
ment is expected to select
some concrete scenarios
from those cited in the ad-
visers’ report and Abe will
instruct the ruling parties
to start discussing options
for change. Examples in
the report include protect-
ing a US warship under
attack in waters near Ja-
pan; mine-sweeping in sea-
lanes in a conflict zone; and
intercepting a ballistic mis-
sile headed for America.

Reuters

Southeast  Asia’s
ond-biggest economy into
recession and has even
raised fears of civil war.

Its enemies know
the government would
be highly likely to win a
poll, and want electoral
reform aimed at ending
the influence of former

Sec-

telecommunications  ty-
coon Thaksin before anoth-
er vote is held.

Somchai later told
Reuters a tentative date
of 20 July for the election
looked improbable,. “We
may have to push back the
polls,” he said.

Earlier, a small group
of men armed with guns
and grenades attacked an-
ti-government  protesters
near the Democracy Monu-
ment in Bangkok’s old
quarter Kkilling two people
on the spot, with a third
dying later of his wounds.
More than 20 people were
injured, police said.

Paradorn  Pattanath-
abutr, a security adviser to
the prime minister, said he
suspected the attack was a
reaction to pressure by the
anti-government side to
force the Senate to appoint
a new prime minister.

It was the most serious
incident since five people
were Kkilled and dozens
wounded in clashes on
18 February, when police
made their most deter-
mined effort to clear dem-
onstrators. Twenty eight
people have been Kkilled
and hundreds injured since
the protests began in No-
vember.—Reuters

Vietnamese PM urges
police to ensure security
for foreign companies

Hanoi, 15 May — Vietnamese Prime Minister
Nguyen Tan Dung on Thursday ordered the Ministry of
Public Security to ensure security and absolute safety
for lives and assets as well as normal production of all
companies, especially foreign investment firms.

According to the directive on Vietnamese govern-
ment’s website, the Prime Minister urges unanimous,
active and firm measures to be implemented to prevent
illegal activities and strictly handle those who have

provoked riot.

The directive asked local people not to follow illegal
actions, in order to ensure security and solidarity and
contribute to economic development.

Dung asked relevant agencies to immediately sup-
port companies to return to normal production activities,
and keep diplomatic missions and foreign investors
well-informed of Vietnam’s consistent policy.

Vietnam is striving to create favourable conditions
and ensure absolute safety for people, enterprises and
international organizations in Vietnam in accordance
with Vietnamese laws and international commitments of
the country, said the directive.

China on 9 May urged Vietnam to respect China’s
sovereignty and jurisdiction over the Xisha Islands in the
South China Sea and stop provocative actions.

Foreign Ministry Spokeswoman Hua Chunying reit-
erated that the Xisha Islands are the inherent territory of
China and there are no disputes in this area. The waters
of China’s oil drilling operations are only 17 nautical
miles from China’s Xisha Islands and about 150 nautical
miles from Vietnam, she said.—Xinhua
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Ukraine holds talks to end crisis,

Kiev/Moscow, 15 May
— Ukraine’s interim lead-
ers on Wednesday pushed
a plan to allow the regions
a greater say over their af-
fairs, but the exclusion of
separatists from round ta-
ble talks cast doubt over
whether the move could
defuse the crisis.

The talks brought to-
gether politicians and civil
groups in an effort to quell
a pro-Russian rebellion in
the industrialised Donbass
region of eastern Ukraine,
which has triggered fears
of a break-up of the former
Soviet republic.

They came at a tense
moment for Kiev. On
Tuesday, seven soldiers
were killed in an ambush
near the city of Krama-
torsk, the deadliest attack
on security forces since
they were sent to tackle
the uprising in the east in
April.

Voters in the east-
ern regions of Donetsk
and Luhansk backed self-
rule in two referendums
held on Sunday despite
protestations from Kiev,
which sees Russia’s hand
behind the rebellion and
denounced the votes as il-
legal.

After the voting, re-
bel leaders in Donetsk and
Luhansk called for their
regions to become part of
Russia although this call
has not been taken up by

rebels not invited

Remains of mortar shells are seen near a destroyed Ukrainian army mobile mortar
truck in the eastern Ukrainian village of Oktyabrskoe on 14 May, 2014. — REUTERS

Moscow.

When the round table
talks opened in the par-
liament building in Kiev,
the country’s main leaders
sharply attacked Russia,
with acting president Ol-
eksander Turchinov accus-
ing Moscow of launching
“systematic action to dest-
abilise eastern and south-
ern regions of Ukraine”
to produce an “explosive
situation”.

And, in comments an-
gled at the separatist rebels
who were excluded from
the talks, Prime Minister
Arseny Yatseniuk said:
“We will conduct a dia-
logue with all those who

do not shoot and do not
kill citizens.”

But Yatseniuk went
on to press a decentrali-
sation plan ceding great-
er powers to the regions
which the Kiev authorities
hope will address disaffec-
tion in eastern Ukraine and
help undercut the influ-
ence of rebels seeking to
break altogether with Kiev
and join the Russian Fede-
eration. Such a scenario is
seen by Kiev as pointing a
way to resolving the crisis.

“Using mechanisms
for changing the constitu-
tion, we should be able to
de-centralise power and
confer additional powers

on regional authorities ...
create a real balance (be-
tween central and regional
authorities),” he said.

Under the plan regions
could hold back a portion
of taxes for direct use in
improving infrastructure
and conditions for local
businesses.

But the plan’s archi-
tects are keen that they
do not allow discussion of
‘federalisation’—an idea
pushed by Russia and the
separatists—which  they
fear would lead to too-
great autonomy and weak-
en the grip of the central
government.

Reuters

Kerry discusses peace,
unity government with
Palestinian leader

Lonpon, 15 May —
US Secretary of State John
Kerry held a two-hour dis-
cussion with Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas
in London late on Wednes-
day in their first meeting
since US efforts to bro-
ker an Israeli-Palestinian
peace deal collapsed last
month.

During the meeting
Kerry emphasized that
the “door remains open
to peace” talks although
made clear it was up to the
Israelis and Palestinians to
take the necessary steps to
resume talks, a senior State
Department official said.

The official said Kerry
urged both the Palestini-
ans and Israelis to “refrain
from unhelpful steps.”

Abbas also updated
Kerry on Palestinian po-
litical developments, the
official said, referring to
plans announced by Abbas
last month to reconcile Pal-
estinian factions Fatah and
Hamas into a unity govern-
ment.

Israel suspended peace
talks on 24 April, furious
about Abbas’ unexpected
unity pact with Hamas.

“Secretary Kerry re-
iterated the need for any
Palestinian government to
recognise Israel, commit to
non-violence, and abide by
previous agreements, and
thanked President Abbas

US Secretary of State
John Kerry speaks to the
media at the State Depart-
ment in Washington on 13

May, 2014. — REUTERS

for his public commitment
to these principles,” the
State Department official
said.

US aid to the Palestin-
ian Authority, which runs
at roughly $440 million to
$500 million a year, may
be affected by Palestinian
plans for a unity govern-
ment.

The prospect of a uni-
ty government with Hamas
has caused further tensions
with the Israelis. Prime
Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu has urged Abbas
to “tear up” his pact with
Hamas, warning that Is-
rael would not participate
in Middle East peace talks
with a Palestinian govern-
ment that is backed by the
Islamist group.

Kerry is in London for
a meeting with Western
and Gulf allies on Syria, in
which turmoil in Ukraine is
also likely to be discussed.

Reuters

Furious Turks heckle Erdogan after at least
274 die in mine disaster

Soma, (Turkey), 15
May — Furious Turks heck-
led Prime Minister Tayyip
Erdogan and jostled his en-
tourage on Wednesday as
protests erupted in several
cities over a coal mine dis-
aster in which at least 274
people died, making it the
worst industrial accident in
the nation’s history.

With  rescuers  still
pulling bodies from the
site in western Turkey,
anger swept a country that
has seen a decade of rapid
economic growth but still
suffers from one of the
world’s worst workplace
safety records.

Erdogan  expressed
his regret after visiting the
site in Soma, about 480 km
(300 miles) southwest of
Istanbul, where around 100
miners are thought to be

still trapped underground
following Tuesday’s fire.
“We as a nation of 77 mil-
lion are experiencing a
very great pain,” he told a
news conference.

But he appeared to
turn defensive when asked
whether sufficient precau-
tions had been in place.
“Explosions like this in
these mines happen all the
time. It’s not like these
don’t happen elsewhere in
the world,” he said, reeling
off a list of global mining
accidents since 1862.

Angry residents broke
windows at the local gov-
ernment offices in Soma,
some chanting “Erdogan
resign”, while parts of the
crowd lining the street
booed as the prime minister
walked through the town,
jostling with members of

his entourage.

Protesters later kicked
Erdogan’s car as it left the
area.

Opponents of Erdogan
—who has already faced
mass protests against his
rule in the past year—have
attacked his government
for leasing mines to parts
of the private sector cosy
with the ruling party, and
accuse it of ignoring re-
peated warnings about their
safety.

In Istanbul, police
fired tear gas and water
cannon to disperse sever-
al thousand people, some
wearing miners’ hard hats
and headlamps. Police also
clashed with demonstrators
in the capital Ankara and
there were protests in other
cities.

Many took to social

Rescuers carry a miner who sustained injuries after a mine explosion, to an
ambulance in Soma, a district in Turkey’s western province of Manisa
on 14 May, 2014.—REUTERS

media to express their out-
rage at the government’s
handling of the crisis.

“Beyond ridiculous. Turk-
ish PM cites 19th century
Britain to prove mining

accidents are ‘typical’,
one user wrote on Twitter.
Reuters
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Nigeria rejects swap of Boko Haram prisoners for schoolgirls

Mamucuri,  (Nigeria),
15 May — Nigeria’s pres-
ident has rejected an offer
from Islamist rebel group
Boko Haram to exchange
schoolgirls it abducted for
imprisoned militants, but
the government is open to
broader talks with the re-
bels, a visiting British min-
ister said.

President ~ Goodluck
Jonathan is under pressure
to crush the rebels who have
killed thousands in their
campaign for an Islamist
state and to free the girls
whose abduction a month
ago has sparked global out-
rage.

Government officials
initially said they were ex-
ploring all options with re-
spect to the swap proposal
and later said they were
willing to negotiate with
Boko Haram without speci-
fying whether any putative
talks might include an ex-
change for the girls.

Jonathan further refined
that position on Wednesday
during talks with Britain’s

e B

People hold placards calling for the release of secondary school girls abducted in the
remote village of Chibok, during a protest along a road in Lagos on 14 May, 2014.

Minister for Africa Mark
Simmonds.

“He (Jonathan) made
it very clear that there
would be no negotiations
with Boko Haram that in-
volved a swap of abducted
schoolgirls for prisoners,”

REUTERS

Simmonds told reporters af-
ter meeting Jonathan.
“What he also made
very clear to me was that
he wanted his government
to continue a dialogue to
make sure a solution could
be found and that security

and stability could return to
northern Nigeria for the me-
dium and the long term,” he
added.

Rebels  stormed a
school in the northeastern
village of Chibok a month
ago and seized 276 girls

who were taking exams.
Some have escaped, but
about 200 remain missing.
On Monday, Boko Haram
leader Abubakar Shekau
released a video showing
some of the girls in captivity
and offered the swap.

The abductions have
triggered a social media
campaign under the Twitter
hashtag  #BringBackOur-
Girls and the United States,
Britain, France and Israel
have offered help or sent ex-
perts to Nigeria to assist the
effort. Britain has offered a
Sentinel surveillance plane,
a team embedded at Nigeri-
an military headquarters, a
team embedded with inter-
national groups analyzing
intelligence from the hunt
and more funding for a Safe
Schools Initiative, Sim-
monds said.

“The offer has been
accepted by President Jon-
athan ... so we are working
on the detail of that and how
we might facilitate a quick
implementation,” Sim-
monds said.—Reuters

South African police vow to crack down on strike intimidation

Miners on strike chant slogans as they march in
Nkaneng township outside the Lonmin mine in
Rustenburg on 14 May, 2014.—REUTERS

MARIKANA, 15 May—
South  Africa’s  police

minister vowed to crack
down on violence against

American Airlines jet
makes emergency
landing in Oklahoma

Houston, 15 May —
An American Airlines jet
made an emergency land-
ing at an airport in the
US state of Oklahoma on
Wednesday after the pilot
found mechanical issues,
US media reported.

American Airlines
Flight 1461, an MD-80,
which had taken off from
Little Rock, Arkansas
bound for Dallas, Texas,
was diverted to Tulsa In-
ternational Airport in Okla-
homa just a few minutes
after takeoff, local daily
newspaper the Oklahoman
reported.

The crew lost electron-
ics in the cockpit and had

to do everything by hand.
After a first attempt, the
crew landed the plane suc-
cessfully on its second ap-
proach on the airfield while
emergency crew waited on
the tarmac below, the re-
port said.

None of the 137 pas-
sengers and five crew mem-
bers on board was hurt. An
American Airlines spokes-
man confirmed the incident
later but did not detail the
mechanical issues.

The MD-80 is a
twin-engine jet originally
built by McDonnell-Doug-
las, which was bought out
by Boeing.

Xinhua

platinum miners who were
trying to return to work and
arrest “within hours” strik-
ers he said were behind a
campaign of intimidation.

South Africa’s longest
and costliest strike ever,
has taken a violent turn in
recent days, with four min-
ers killed as more employ-
ees try to report for work
at the world’s top platinum
producers.

Earlier on Wednesday,
striking members of the
main Association of Mine-
workers and Construction
Union (AMCU) prevented

other workers from return-
ing to platinum producer
Lonmin’s shafts, thwarting
the company’s efforts to
end the 16-week strike.

“In South Africa, the
rule of law reigns ... An-
archy is not what is going
to be accepted,” minister
Nathi Mthethwa told a
news conference later.

Anglo American Plati-
num and Impala Platinum
have also been hit by the
strike, which has brought
to a halt 40 percent of
global production of the
precious metal used for

catalytic-converters in au-
tomobiles.

Lonmin had been
aiming on Wednesday for
a “mass return” of work-
ers but a spokesman said
“a very low number” had
showed up. The producers
have said many of the strik-
ers have signaled a will-
ingness to accept the latest
pay. Implats” mines around
the platinum belt town of
Rustenburg remain shut
while it tallies the results of
votes on its pay offer and
assesses the security situa-
tion.—Reuters

Air strikes
kill over 40 in
northern Syria
— monitoring

group

Bewrur, 15 May—
More than 40 people, many
of them civilians, were
killed by air strikes across
northern Syria, a monitoring
group said on Thursday.

More than three years
into a revolt against Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad, re-
bels are struggling to coun-
ter government warplanes
which routinely bomb mili-
tary and civilian targets.

On Wednesday, 15
people were Killed, includ-
ing three from an emergency
medical team, during five air
raids in Atarib in the north-
ern Aleppo Province, the
Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights
said early on Thursday. Four
rebel fighters were killed by
air strikes in the same area,
while 21 people, includ-
ing women, were killed in
air strikes on the Sarmada
area in northwestern Idlib
Province, the anti-Assad
monitoring  group  said.
Gun battles, air strikes, car
bombs, shelling and execu-
tions regularly kill over 200
people a day in Syria, where
the conflict that started as a
peaceful protest movement
has claimed over 150,000
lives and forced millions
from their homes.

Despite the carnage and
the loss of swathes of territo-
ry in the north and east to in-
surgents, authorities plan to
hold a presidential election
next month all but certain to
give Assad a third term. Op-
ponents have dismissed the
vote as a farce—Reuters

Insurgents hit Yemeni army; 30 militants and eight
soldiers dead

Sanaa, 15 May —
The Yemeni army Kkilled
more than 30 al-Qaeda in-
surgents in heavy fighting
on Wednesday, a senior
military commander said,
after the Islamists attacked
military posts in a southern
province where the govern-
ment launched an offensive
two weeks ago.

A military  source
said the militants had sur-
prised troops at military
outposts in the Azzan and
Gol al-Rayda Districts of
Shabwa Province, killing
at least eight soldiers and
sparking a battle that raged
for hours. An army colonel
was among the dead, a De-
fence Ministry source said.

The Yemeni army had
captured both Azzan and

A poiice trooper stands on an armoured peEnneI
carrier (APC) at a checkpoint in Sanaa on 14 May,
2014 —REUTERS

Arabian Peninsula (AQAP)

Gol al-Rayda, as well as
the Mahfad District in Ab-
yan Province, earlier this
month after heavy fighting
in which scores were killed
on both sides.

Many of the mili-
tants, from Al Qaeda in the

and its affiliate, Ansar
al-Sharia, fled to the moun-
tains and turned to hit-and-
run tactics against security
forces and government fa-
cilities.

Wednesday’s raid was

one of their most daring
actions since then. Lieu-
tenant General Ahmed Saif
al-Yafe’i, head of the Yem-
eni army’s Third Military
Command, called the as-
sault a desperate attempt by
“a group shaken by defeat”
to show it was still able to
fight back.

“Dozens of militants
have fled Azzan, while
more than 30 elements
have been Kkilled since the
dawn of this day,” the state
news agency Saba quoted
Yafe’i as saying.

He said the fighting
had revealed that al-Qaeda
was recruiting children to
fight and that documents
and pictures showing this
would be made available to
the media soon.—Reuters
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Consumers, beware of
artificially coloured foods
By Myint Win Thein

ome food products in markets contain ar-
tificial colouring to attract consumers.
Chemicals that are not suitable for con-
sumption are often found in tea leaf, chilli pow-
der, tumeric powder, jams and fish paste. Al-
though occasional consumption of such food
may not cause harm, long- term consumption of
them leads to health problems.
Although the main culprits of the problem

are manufacturers and distributors, consumers
are also responsible for the problem in some ways
or others. As consumers are attracted to the col-
our of food, manufacturers are using them to
meet growing demands. Such foodstuffs are often
found in markets in small towns. Rural people
who prefer attractive colours of food and are un-
aware of the dangers caused by artificial colour-
ing are a target group of manufacturers.

Consumers should also examine whether a
certain item of food is coloured or not before buy-
ing it. If consumers avoid buying these foodstuffs
and if there are no more consumers for it, the
practice of manufacturing dyed foodstuffs can
eventually come to a halt. Otherwise, the health
consequences of the consumption of dye food-
stuffs can become serious.

Therefore, the Ministry of Health is regularly
inspecting foodstuffs in markets with the aim of

distributing only standard and safe foodstuff to )
the public. The lists of dyed foodstuff that are
not suitable for consumption are often an-

nounced.

Foodstuff manufacturers and distributors
who market foodstuffs coloured with harmful
chemicals that are unsuitable for consumption
are liable to be charged under the Section 28 (a)
of the National Foodstuff Law.

To reduce the health problems caused by ar-
tificial colouring, chemical dyes should not be
used in foodstuffs. If consumers avoid buying
dyed foodstuffs completely, health problems
caused by chemical dyes will disappear.

Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and contributions.

If you have any comments or would like to submit edi-
torials, analyses or reports please email wallace.tun@
gmail.com with your name and title.

J

Fortifying our time tested values and traditions

few weeks ago,
while  driving
past some mon-
steries and nun-
neries in Sanchaung, a
crowded ward in eastern
Yangon, | was most delight-
ed to see groups of girls
wearing white blouses and
brown htamins and boys
dressed in white shirts and
brown longyis entering the
religious buildings. At first I
was intrigued and then | re-
membered that school chil-
dren had just finished their
exam and were now on va-
cation so the children were
being sent by their parents to
the monasteries and nunner-
ies to receive religious in-
struction.

Why was | delighted? |
was overjoyed because it ap-
pears that parents now real-
ize the need for their chil-
dren to receive religious
instruction. | am now a six-
ty plus old man and | recall
that when | and my siblings
were young, like my friends,
we would be taught the ba-
sics of Buddhism and short
prayers during our free time
by our grandparents who
lived with us. We would
also go along with them to
monasteries and pagodas on
Sabbath days. We were
more interested in the food
in the multi-tiered food con-
tainer we helped our grand-
parents take to the monas-
tery for our lunch and in
playing in the spacious
grounds of the monastery
than in keeping the precepts.
But whether we were inter-
ested in the sermons
preached by the chief abbot
or not, we would have to lis-
ten to it sitting in the proper
way as still as possible or get
a sharp pinch from our
grandmother. During medi-
tation time while our grand-
parents meditated, we were

let off to roam round in the
spacious monastery com-
pound and play with other
children under the delightful
shade of the huge mango
and tamarind trees. At first,
we half understood what the
monks preached but gradu-
ally as we grew older, their
instructions began to make
more sense. We learnt to ap-
preciate the values of the
Buddhist precepts and we
began to differentiate right
from wrong in accordance
with Myanmar values. As
we grew older and were
made wiser due to the coun-
seling of our school teachers
and elders, the values, both
religious and  societal,
strengthened in us and we
learnt to tread the middle
path.

Times have changed
and with the decline in the
number of extended fami-
lies, the number of young
people who have grown up
without the traditional in-
struction of grandparents,
aunts and uncles is on the
rise. There are also parents
who are either too busy
earning a living or who do
not recognize the need to in-
still time-tested traditional
values in their children. In
addition, never have young
people gained so much ex-
posure to foreign cultures
due to the expansion in the
use of TV, the Internet and
other media. Moreover,
some film and pop stars seek
fame, fortune and attention
by imitating the outlandish
behaviour and dress style of
foreign stars and some com-
panies promote their prod-
ucts using advertisements
whose contents are not fully
in accordance with Myan-
mar culture and values. For
instance, trainers of a sing-
ing contest sponsored by
beauty products companies

and telecast on TV train the
participants to act and dress
in an excessive way that in
no way relates to the assess-
ment of their singing ability.
I was also amazed by the
judges who praised contest-
ants who performed and
dressed in a bizarre immod-
est manner imitating the out-
landish  performances of
some foreign singers there-
by endorsing such behav-
iour as norms for other
young Myanmar people.
Even foreigners who have
become used to the cultured
behaviour of the majority of
our youths are amazed by
the way some young Myan-
mar young people now be-
have and dress. It is time that
we raise the question wheth-
er personal profit should be
allowed to be made unhin-
dered by some business per-
sons and attention seeking
persons with few talents by
eroding the cultural norms
of our society and exploiting
the fascination for all things
new by innocent young peo-
ple.

While we need to mod-
ernize to become more af-
fluent and should imitate the
good traits of the peoples of
other countries such as gen-
erosity, creativity, diligence,
working for the underprivi-
leged and protecting the en-
vironment, it is also vital in
our national interest that the
values we have maintained
for centuries are not eroded
so that social problems are
not increased and the future
of innocent young people
are not endangered. The es-
sence of the values of our
nation has always been
based on the middle path
and the avoidance of excess-
es. It is these values that
have promoted modesty in
thought, behaviour, dress,
high regard for all beings,

and the flourishing of our
unique culture that have
gained the esteem of other
countries in spite of the fact
that our country is still a de-
veloping one. We need to
accept that all living cultures
change over time but it is
also our responsibility to en-
sure that our culture change
for the better.

Not only is preserving
our traditional customs and
values important from a so-
cial perspective, but itis also
important from a develop-
ment perspective. Our coun-
try is on the cusp of develop-
ment and we need human
resource that possesses the
appropriate qualifications as
well as excellent social
skills, positive attitudes and
morals. Good social skills
are not only based on good
communication skills but
are also related to good
manners, morals and ethics,
and a genuine sense of re-
sponsibility, integrity, com-
passion, sympathy, humili-
ty, selflessness and concern
for the welfare of others. It is
important for young people
and their parents to realize
that in addition to a good ed-
ucation and job relevant
skills, good interpersonal
skills and positive attitudes
also matter a great deal
when it comes to getting
employment and staying
employed.

A basis of a person’s
success in society and the
building of a harmonious
society are good manners.
They include politeness, ta-
ble manners, etiquette, and
genuine concern for others.
Some have to be taught,
such as using eating utensils
properly, some are achieved
by observing the good man-
ners of others, such as cov-
ering one’s mouth with
one’s hand when picking

by Myo Myint

one’s teeth or yawning, and
some are gained simply by
having consideration for
others such as two persons
desisting from holding
hands and blocking the way
in public places or jumping
queues.

There is a traditional
Myanmar saying that our
very first teachers are our
parents. Parents as the per-
sons closest to their children
serve as excellent models of
morals and good manners. It
is important for parents to
realize that it is just not
enough for them to provide
their children with all the
things they want, a good ed-
ucation, expensive guides
and money to spend. They
must also try to make as
much time as possible to be
with their children, observe
their offspring and teach
them ethics, good manners
and social skills. It is essen-
tial that for parents to really
know their children they
need to be impartial when
assessing the behavior of
their child. At the same time
they must try to find out why
their child behaves in a cer-
tain way and how it can be
redressed.

The second set of per-
sons who has the most influ-
ence on young people is
their peers. It is important
for parents to ensure that
while their children have a
wide circle of friends, they
must also encourage their
children to form close
friendship only with peers
who have good manners, are
well-disciplined, and work
hard at their studies and at
the same time are sociable
and have a broad variety of
interests and are able to set a
good example to their chil-
dren. Parents must also en-
courage their children to
join social organizations for

youths that are involved in
charitable activities and so-
cial services as it will en-
hance good ethics, social
skills, team spirit and social
responsibility.

The third group of per-
sons who have an impact on
ethics and manners of young
people is teachers including
religious teachers. It is also
important for young people
to meet with venerable
monks from time to time as
they can learn a lot regard-
ing good thoughts, deeds
and behaviours such as mer-
itorious deeds, learning to be
contented, controlling greed
and anger, ability to face
disappointments, etc from
their religious instruction.
Similarly, as school teachers
have the trust of their stu-
dents, they can create a lot of
impact on the life of young
people. Through good ex-
ample, sound advice, timely
caution and specific instruc-
tion, teachers who are in
touch with their students
daily are able to provide
guidance that will remain in
their memory throughout
their life. They should spend
some time to discuss moral,
ethical, religious and social
issues with their students
whenever opportunity arises
during the course of a les-
son, as preparation for the
difficult decisions young
people will have to make
when they grow older.

It is often pointed out
that it takes the whole com-
munity to raise a child to be-
come a responsible young
person who will do good to
society but it must be re-
membered that the inculca-
tion of social responsibility,
ethics, positive attitudes and
good manners begins with
parents, close friends and
school teachers and that only
later on these qualities grow
and strengthen with the sup-
port of the community.
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Water pouring ritual held at Bo tree in

HLINETHAYA, 15
May—Members of Ward/
Village-tract Women’s
Affairs Organization and
Maternal and Child Wel-
fare Association held the
old ritual of water-pouring
on a Bo tree in the precinct
of Aungmye Thayarsh-
we Pagoda in Hlinethaya
Township of Yangon on
Tuesday.

They also donated
cash to fund for renovation
of the pagoda.

Min Htet Paing
(Hlinethaya)

Hlinethaya Tsp

Kyaukpadaung Tsp to open more fire stations

KYAUKPADAUNG, 15
May—A plan is underway
to open more fire stations

in Popa and Seiktein villag-
es in Kyaukpadaung Town-
ship, Mandalay Region, in

2014-15 fiscal year.
Mandalay Region
government said it will

..'y; e

spend its fund on opening
more fire stations to ensure
quick reaction in case of an
emergency in the dry areas.
Head of Township
Fire Station U Aung Kyaw
Win met local authorities
to choose plots for the new
fire stations, designating a
200-square feet plot for fire
stations in both villages.
“The stations  will
be provided with one fire
truck and one water tank
and a three-unit building.
Personnel of Fire Servic-
es Department will be on
duty at the station. The
fire station will be built in
2014-15 fiscal year funded
by the region government,”
according to officials.
Ko Nay (Kyaukpadaung)

Newly-sunk lakes, tube-wells improve water supply
In Mandalay Region

MyINGYAN, 15 May—
Mandalay Region govern-
ment has sunk 16 lakes and
102 tube-wells in villages
of Myingyan Township to
improve water supply for

the public.
A ceremony to mark
the successful comple-

tion of sinking wells was
held near a lake in Duwun

Village and a tube-well
in Pyawbwe Village on
Wednesday.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Mandalay Region
Minister for Planning and
Economic U Aung Zan
said that wells and lakes
were sunk to provide water
for consumption and cul-
tivation purposes of local

people.

As Mandalay region
is located in a dry and hot
area of the nation, the local
people should use the wa-
ter efficiently, he added.

He pledged that more
plans have been adopted
for sinking lakes and tube-
wells in the region.

The region govern-

Myanmar Journalists Association to
hold legal affairs talks on May 17

Yancon, 15 May—
Discussions on laws for
journalists and reporter

ethics will be held at the
Myanmar Journalists As-
sociation (MJA) Office
in Kyauktada Township,

Yangon Region, on 17
May.

Advocate U Maung
Maung  Win  (Lawyer

Maung Kan), Chief Editor

of Mandaing Law Maga-
zine, U Than Win (Zeya
Min Min Win), will give
lectures on laws for media
at 1 pmon 17 May.

On 24 May, Assistant
Director (Rtd) of Bureau
of Special Investigation,
and Advocate U Nyan Win
(U Arkar), Director (Rtd)
of Supreme Court of the
Union will give lectures

on laws for media arena,
laws related to narcotic
drugs and media ethics and
law.

Those interested may
attend the talks free of
charge at the hall of the
WJA at No 173/175 on
Pansodan Street in Kyauk-
tada Township.

Min Htet Paing
(Hlinethaya)

ment spent K67 million on
sinking 102 tube-wells and
K170 million on 16 lakes,
officials said.

Zaw Min Naing

(Myingyan)
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School buildings damaged
In storm in Hopin
Sub-Township

Horin, 15 May—A
strong storm hit Hopin
Sub-Township of Kachin
State at 3.40 pm on Tues-
day, blowing off corrugat-
ed iron sheets of the Basic
Education Primary School
in Shangon Village.

A 12-square  feet

building collapsed when

a Banyan tree fell on it in
the precinct of a monastery
near the village.

A 30-foot tree fell
on the building of BEPS in
Phonegyi Sakhan Village.

It was reported
that there were no casual-
ties.

Township IPRD
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Malaysian Airlines earnings set to show
financial burden of loss of MH370

SINGAPORE, 15 May —
Malaysian Airlines will
report first-quarter earnings
later on Thursday that are
set to provide confirmation
of just how badly the al-
ready loss-making carrier’s
finances have been hit by the
vanishing of flight MH370
on 8 March.

Struggling for years
to cope with high costs
and nimbler regional and
international rivals, Malay-
sian Airline Systems Bhd’s
(MASM.KL) quarterly per-
formance has been made so
uncertain by reduced traffic
and potential costs linked
to the jet’s unexplained
disappearance that analysts
say they simply can’t issue
January-March estimates

The carrier known as
MAS reported a net loss
of 343 million Malaysian
ringgit ($106 million) for
the last quarter of 2013,
squeezed between AirA-
sia Bhd (AIRA.KL) on
short-haul routes, and Gulf
carriers and AirAsia X
(AIRX.KL) in the medium
and long-haul market. The
first-quarter numbers are
expected after the close of
trading on the Malaysian
stock exchange on Thurs-
day.

Its worst quarter on
record was in October-De-
cember 2011, when a series
of one-off provisions related
to jet deliveries and main-
tenance pushed it to a 1.28
billion ringgit net loss.

The airline said last
month that passenger num-
bers dropped sharply after
MH370’s disappearance, its
load factor —or percentage
of seats sold—slipping to
74.1 percent, close to Janu-
ary 2013’s record monthly
low of 73.9 percent.

Analysts expect the
uncertainty over MH370 to
continue to deter travellers
from using the airline, 69
percent-owned by Malay-
sian state investor Khaz-
anah.

“If there is new politi-
cal will to restructure, MAS
can be saved from itself,
and our forecasts, target
price, and perhaps even
our recommendation may
be raised,” CIMB said in

Malaysia Airlines aircrafts taxi on the runway at Kuala Lumpur International
Airport in Sepang outside Kuala Lumpur on 13 May, 2014. — REUTERSS

a report this week. But the
brokerage, which has a ‘re-
duce’ rating on the shares,
said the path forward re-

Maternal smoking tied to inhibition-related brain
differences in kids

NEw York, 15 May —
Smoking while pregnant
may be linked to less control
over inhibitions when the
child is an adult, a new study
that looked at brain scans

suggests.

People whose mothers
smoked during pregnancy
had weaker responses in
the regions of their brains
known to be involved in in-
hibition control, compared

to those whose mothers
didn’t smoke, researchers
found.

Inhibition control re-
lates to how people keep
their impulses in check and
resist distractions in certain
situations.

“What’s quite surpris-
ing is to find such a reliable
effect of prenatal smoke
exposure that occurred 25
years before,” Nathalie

Holz said.

Holz is the study’s lead
author from Mannheim/
Heidelberg University in
Germany. She and her col-
leagues write in JAMA
Psychiatry that about 22
percent of European wom-
en smoke and about half
of them continue to smoke
during pregnancy.

Smoking while preg-
nant has been tied to at-
tention-deficit/hyperactiv-
ity disorder, or ADHD,
among kids. Children with
the condition usually have
trouble concentrating and
controlling their impulses.

“Now we were inter-
ested in what the specific
mechanisms are behind this
association,” Holz said.

For the new study, she
and her colleagues used data
collected from 178 mothers
and their 25-year-old chil-
dren, who had been tracked
since birth.

The researchers used
special magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI) scans to see

what activity was going on
in the young adults’ brains
when they were given a test
to measure their control
over inhibitions.

They found that the
brains of the 38 young
adults with mothers who
smoked during pregnancy
didn’t show as much of a
response in the areas that
are important to inhibition
control as those of the 140
people with non-smoking
mothers.

The results remained
the same when the research-
ers accounted for other
factors, such as parents’
smoking habits after birth
and children’s sex, psy-
chological problems and
substance abuse.

What’s more, the
young adults whose moth-
ers smoked during pregnan-
cy exhibited more ADHD
symptoms between ages
two and 15, compared to
those whose mothers didn’t
smoke.

Reuters

Suntory sees sales doubling to $40 billion by 2020
with Beam addition

Tokyo, 15 May — Sun-
tory Holdings Ltd SUNTH.
UL will aim for group sales
of 4 trillion yen ($39 billion)
by 2020 - about double what
it achieved last year — of
which a quarter will come
from Beam Suntory, Pres-
ident Nobutada Saji said.
Another 1 trillion yen will
come from sales of beer,
Saji told a news conference.

The privately held
beverage company bought
US spirits company Beam
Inc earlier this year for
1.6 trillion yen in Japan’s

third-biggest outbound deal
ever, investment of which
Saji said Suntory will be
able to recover in about 15
years.

Saji said reaching the
1 trillion yen sales goal
for the combined Sunto-
ry-Beam unit will require
more acquisitions. Suntory
will raise 300 billion yen in
subordinated loans and 500
billion yen through long-
term borrowing or bond
issuance to finance the pur-
chase of Beam, Saji said,
confirming a Reuters report

A signboard of Suntory Holdings is displayed at the
entrance of Suntory World Headquarters in Tokyo
on 14 Jan, 2014. — REUTERS

mains risky.

Analysts have long
urged change at the carrier.
As part of a strategic over-

haul of the company, MAS
is looking to sell a stake in
its profitable aircraft mainte-
nance unit, sources told Re-

US health officials urge use of
HIV pill for at-risk individuals

CHicaco, 15 May
—US health officials on
Wednesday issued new
recommendations urging
healthcare workers to con-
sider offering an HIV pre-
vention pill to healthy indi-
viduals who are at substan-
tial risk for HIV infection.

The guidelines, issued
by the US Centres for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention
and the US Public Health
Service, involve the use of
pre-exposure prophylaxis or
PrEP, a strategy in which at-
risk individuals take a daily
dose of an antiretroviral
drug to reduce their risk of
HIV infection.

The strategy builds on
a landmark 2010 study that

found Gilead Sciences Inc’s
Truvada — a pill already
widely used to treat the
human immunodeficiency
virus — was more than 90
percent effective at prevent-
ing HIV infections among
test subjects who took the
drug as prescribed.
According to the new
guidelines, healthcare pro-
viders should consider PrEP
for anyone who meets spe-
cific risk criteria, such as
being in a relationship with
an HIV-infected partner or
having sex without condoms
with partners known to be at
risk for HIV, such as inject-
ing drug users.
Reuters
The guidelines offer

Study shows higher risk of death
for obese breast cancer patients

CHicaco, 15 May —A
new study of 80,000 wom-
en with early breast cancer
found that obesity was as-
sociated with a 34 percent
higher risk of death for
pre-menopausal women
whose disease is suscepti-
ble to higher levels of the
hormone estrogen.

The study, featured
ahead of the annual meet-
ing of the American Soci-
ety of Clinical Oncology
in Chicago beginning on
30 May, adds to the ac-
cumulation of evidence
that obesity is a risk factor
for cancer outcomes as
well as development of the
disease.

“No matter how we
look at it, obesity is slated
to replace tobacco as the
leading modifiable risk for
cancer,” Dr Clifford Hudis,
ASCO president and chief
of Memorial Sloan Ketter-

ing Cancer Centre’s Breast
Cancer Medicine Service
in New York, told a news
conference.

ASCO earlier this
week issued new guide-
lines for doctors and pa-
tients on how to manage
obesity-related issues after
a cancer diagnosis.

Obesity has been
linked with an increased
risk for many of the most
common cancers, including
breast, colon, and high-
grade prostate cancers.
Obesity is also associated
with increased levels of
estrogen.

But public awareness
about the connection re-
mains low. ASCO cited a
recent survey suggesting
that fewer than one in 10
Americans even realize
that obesity is a risk factor
for cancer.

Reuters
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Scientists unearth unique long-necked
dinosaur in Argentina

WASHINGTON, 15 May—
It’s not exactly small at 30
feet long (9 metres), but
you might want to call this
newly identified dinosaur
the littlest giant.

Scientists in Argentina
on Wednesday announced
the discovery of the fossil-
ized remains of a unique
member of the famous long-
necked, plant-munching
dinosaurs known as sau-
ropods, the largest land
creatures in Earth’s history.

The dinosaur, named
Leinkupal laticauda, may be
the smallest of the sauropod
family called diplodocids,
typified by the well-known
Diplodocus, which lived in
North America, they said.

It also is the first of
them found in South Ameri-
ca. It lived about 140 million
years ago, millions of years
after scientists had previ-
ously thought diplodocids
had disappeared, according
to Argentine paleontologist
Pablo Gallina, one of the
researchers.

“Finding Leinkupal
was incredibly exciting
since we never though it
possible. A diplodocid in
South America is as strange
as finding a T rex in Pata-
gonia,” added another of
the scientists, Argentine
paleontologist Sebastian
Apesteguia, referring to the
North American dinosaur
predator Tyrannosaurus rex.

Apesteguia called
Leinkupal “a very small
guy in a lineage of giants.”

“We don’t know the
weight but considering that
many of its bones were very
delicate and light and most
of its body was formed by
neck and tail, the weight
could not be impressive,
actually no more than an
elephant,” Apesteguia said.

Sauropods, one of the
most successful dinosaur
groups, were recognizable
for their long necks and
tails, huge bodies and pil-
lar-like legs.

Some sauropods like
Argentinosaurus, which

also lived in Argentina
but 50 million years later,
weighed up to 90 tons and
measured more than 100
feet (30 metres) long. The
last sauropods lived until
the very end of the age of
dinosaurs, about 65 million
years ago. Diplodocids lived
in North America, Europe
and Africa during the Ju-
rassic period, the middle of
the three acts of the age of
dinosaurs, Gallina said. Un-
til now, they were thought to
have gone extinct by the end
of the Jurassic, about 145
million years ago.

But Leinkupal shows
that this family lived on at
least into the earliest stages
of the Cretaceous period.

Diplodocids were more
slender than some other
families of sauropods. Their
back legs were longer than
their front legs, and they
boasted extremely long
necks and whip-like tails
that they may have used to
fend off predators.

Reuters

An exhibitor
shows a
smog tester
at the 17th
China Beijing
International
High-
Tech Expo
(CHITEC)
in Beijing,
capital of
China, on 14
May, 2014.
The annual
technology
expo kicked
off on
Wednesday.
XINHUA

IBM expects hardware business to

New York, 15 May—
International Business Ma-
chines Corp said it expects
its hardware sector to grow in
2015 as the company invests
in research and development
and divests low-performing
ventures.

The comments come
less than one month after the
world’s largest technology

Google gets take-down requests after

San Francisco, 15 May
Google Inc is already
getting requests to remove
objectionable personal in-
formation from its search
engine after Europe’s top
court ruled that subjects
have the “right to be for-
gotten,” a source familiar
with the matter said on
Wednesday. The world’s
No 1 Internet search compa-
ny has yet to figure out how
to handle an expected flood
of requests after Tuesday’s
ruling, said the source, who
is not authorized to speak on
the record about the issue.
The decision by the
Court of Justice of the Eu-
ropean Union, which affects

IncHEON, (South Ko-
rea), 15 May — South
Korea on Wednesday

the region’s 500 million
citizens, requires that Inter-
net search services remove
information deemed “in-
adequate, irrelevant or no
longer relevant.” Failure to
do so can result in fines.

“There’s many open
questions,” Google Execu-
tive Chairman Eric Schmidt
said at the company’s annu-
al shareholder meeting on
Wednesday in response to
a question about the ruling
and its implications on Goo-
gle’s operations.

“A simple way of un-
derstanding what happened
here is that you have a col-
lision between a right to
be forgotten and a right to

mestically-developed urban
maglev train and planned

European court ruling

know. From Google’s per-
spective that’s a balance,”
Schmidt said. “Google be-
lieves having looked at the
decision, which is binding,
that the balance that was
struck was wrong.”

He was not asked about
the recent take-down re-
quests. Google will need
to build up an “army of
removal experts” in each
of the 28 European Union
countries, including those
where Google does not
have operations, the source
said. Whether those staff-
ers merely remove con-
troversial links or actually
judge the merits of individ-
ual take-down requests are

South
Korea’s
first
urban
maglev
train is
seen in
Incheon,
South
Korea,
on 14
May,
2014,
XINHUA

vice in mid- July. The ur-
ban maglev train, with a

among the many questions
Google has yet to figure
out, the source said. Eu-
ropeans can submit take-
down requests directly to
Internet companies rather
than to local authorities or
publishers under the ruling.
If a search engine elects not
to remove the link, a person
can seek redress from the
courts. The criteria for de-
termining which take-down
requests are legitimate is
not completely clear from
the decision, said Jeffrey
Rosen, a law professor at the
George Washington Univer-
sity and head of the National
Constitution Centre.
Reuters

maximum speed of 111
kilometres per hour, runs
from Incheon international
airport to Yongyu at a route
length of 6.1 kilometres.
The train was award-
ed with the performance
certification on four trains
for passenger service after
passing all 52 test items
required by national regula-
tions at a trial ride ceremony
on Wednesday.
“Comparing with the
traditional light rail train,
the maglev train has so
many advantages as it floats
above its rails by using
magnetic force. It has no

grow in 2015

service company reported
its lowest quarterly revenue
in five years, weighed by
sluggish global demand for
its hardware, which plunged
23 percent in the first quarter
of 2014. The company added
that growth in Latin America,
the Middle East and Africa
remain strong, and blamed
falling revenue in China on
government reforms affecting
state-owned clients, and on
the country’s hardware-heavy
portfolio.

“We move on and we
spread ourselves out, more in-
dustries, more clients, cloud,
data, et cetera, around there,”
said IBM Chief Executive
Ginni Rometty at an inves-
tor briefing on Wednesday.
Chief Financial Officer Mar-
tin Schroeter said to stabilize

the hardware sector IBM
would continue to “refresh”
hardware and further invest
in research and development.
“Quite frankly, we are
seeing very good growth out
of software, good growth
out of services, but chal-
lenges in hardware,” said
Schroeter. “We will stabilize
that hardware base and | am
comfortable we will make
that happen in 2014,” he said.
He reiterated the com-
pany’s EPS target for 2015
of at least $20. He expects a
shift to higher-value business
to bring in $3.25 and share
repurchases to add $2 in
earnings per share by 2015.
Higher tax rates will cost
IBM $1.50 per share as tax
credits run out, he said.
Reuters

.
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A worker is pictured behind a logo at the IBM stand
on the CeBIT computer fair in Hanover on 26 Feb,
2011.—REUTERS

S Korea unvelils first urban maglev train

friction, little noise and
vibration,” said Han Kyu-
Hwan, vice chairman and
CEO of Hyundai-Rotem
Ltd, the corporation man-
ufacturing the train. The
bogies wrap halfway around
the rail, eliminating the risk
of derailments or rollover
accidents, he added.

He said the construction
cost of the Incheon interna-
tional airport demonstration
line were 42.7 billion won
(41.6 million US dollars)
per kilometres, similar with
other light rail system. But
the maintenance and labor
costs will be lower as it has

no consumable parts such as
wheels, gears or bearings.
The maglev train can also
save 20 to 30 percent energy
and run in a totally environ-
ment-friendly way.

South Korea’s ministry
of land, infrastructure, and
transportation launched the
Urban Maglev Programme
in 2006, aiming at develop-
ing the urban maglev system
for commercial service on
the demonstration line and
promoting eco-friendly,
safe, comfortable and eco-
nomical urban transporta-
tion service to home and
abroad.—Xinhua
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Tropical cyclones packing more punch

WasHINGTON, 15 May
— People in heavily pop-
ulated Pacific and Indian
Ocean coastal regions be-
yond the tropics should
take heed, US scientists
said on Wednesday, be-
cause tropical cyclones in-
creasingly are packing their
biggest punch farther from
the equator.

Over the past 30 years,
the location where these
powerful storms reach their
maximum intensity has
shifted away from the equa-
tor and toward the poles
in both the northern and
southern hemispheres at a
rate of about 35 miles (56
km) per decade, they said.
That amounts to half a de-
gree of latitude per decade.
The trend may be linked to
factors that have contribut-
ed to global climate change
including human activities
like the burning of fossils
fuels, the researchers said.

The scientists docu-
mented the greatest migra-
tion in tropical cyclones in
the northern and southern
Pacific and south Indian
Oceans. This march away
from the equator was not
seen in the Atlantic, al-
though hurricanes have reg-
istered increases in average

intensity due to factors that
may be counteracting the
poleward trend seen else-
where, the researchers said.

The storms that men-
ace coastal regions with
damaging winds and flood-
ing are known as hurricanes
in the Atlantic and eastern
Pacific, typhoons in the
western Pacific and tropi-
cal cyclones in the Indian
Ocean and Southern Hem-
isphere. The movement of
maximum intensity means
regions further north and
south of the equator that
have not dealt with many of
these storms may now be in
the crosshairs.

“We found that the
tropics are becoming less
hospitable to tropical cy-
clones and the higher lat-
itudes are becoming less
hostile,” said Jim Kossin,
an atmospheric research
scientist with the National
Climatic Data Centre of the
US government’s National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration  (NOAA)
who led the study appear-
ing in the journal Nature.

“So places in Japan
and South Korea could find
themselves at greater risk,”
Kossin said in a telephone
interview. “Places in the

further from the equator

A pedestrian looks at a tree broken by a strong wind as he walks past it on a sidewalk
in Seoul on 2 Sept, 2010. — REUTERS

southern Philippines might
experience reduced risk.”

As these storms creep
into higher latitudes, some
regions closer to the equa-
tor may experience reduced
risk of being battered by
them, the researchers said.
On the other hand, these
regions in the tropics that
rely on rainfall spawned by
these storms for fresh wa-
ter resources may experi-
ence water shortages as the
storms migrate away from
them, they added.

Gabriel Vecchi, an
atmospheric  scientist at
NOAA'’s Geophysical Flu-
id Dynamics Laboratory,
said the researchers could
not say with certainty
whether increases in green-
house gases or stratospher-
ic ozone depletion have
caused the poleward move-
ment. But Vecchi said the
latitude of maximum in-
tensity has moved toward
the poles at roughly the
same rate as an expansion
of the Earth’s tropics over

EU to beat 2020 climate change
targets, split over 2030 ones

) 4

An octopus-shaped kite flies over visitors on a smoggy
day during a kite festival in Chongqing on 6 April,
2014.— REUTERS

ATHENS, 15 May —
The European Union will
cut its carbon emissions
in 2020 by a bigger mar-
gin than it has pledged it
would under United Nation
climate change treaties, a
meeting of the bloc’s envi-
ronment ministers was told
on Wednesday.

“Europe will be over-
achieving in 2020,” Hans
Bruyninckx, Executive
Director of the European
Environment Agency said

after presenting his organ-
isation’s findings to min-
isters and European Com-
mission officials in Athens.

The EU has unilater-
ally pledged under the UN
Kyoto Protocol for Climate
Change to reduce its emis-
sions to 20 percent below
1990 levels by 2020.

The bloc has already
almost met that target and
now expects to beat it eas-
ily by 2020. “For the year
2020, total emissions are

projected to be 24.5 percent
below base year levels,” it
said in a document submit-
ted to the UN on 30 April.

Environmental cam-
paigners welcomed the
lower EU emissions but
said this was no substitute
for setting deeper targets.

“Without targets and
new policies there is no
guarantee that circum-
stances won’t change and
emissions rise back up,”
said Wendel Trio of green
group coalition CAN Eu-
rope.

The ministers were
meeting ahead of next
month’s resumption of UN
climate talks in Bonn, Ger-
many, when nations with
Kyoto targets had agreed to
review their commitments
under the pact.

Trio said there was no
chance the EU would agree
on a deeper commitment at
the summit but urged the
bloc to toughen its goal
eventually to “pile pressure
on other big emitters into
taking more action.”

Scientists and envi-
ronmental campaigners
have urged the bloc to
continue its leadership in
tackling climate change to
ensure global temperature
rises are kept below the 2
degree Celsius level that
UN-backed scientists say
is needed to prevent a huge
increase in droughts, flood-
ing and rising sea levels.

But EU member states
remain split over how to
meet an even more ambi-
tious Commission propos-
al to cut carbon emissions
by 40 percent in 2030, the
bloc’s Greek EU Presiden-
cy said.

“There  are three
groups of member states,”
said Greek Energy and En-
vironment Minister Yannis
Maniatis. Some member
states support the Com-
mission’s proposal while
others hesitate to adopt any
targets at all. A third group,
including Greece, wants to
go even further, Maniatis
said.

Reuters

the same period, and other
studies have attributed the
tropics’ expansion to hu-
man activities.

The scientists tracked
the trend using satellite and
other data spanning from
1982 to 2012 collected by
NOAA'’s National Climat-
ic Data Center. While the
study documented the trend
over a period of three dec-
ades using the data, it may
very well have begun well
before, Kossin said.

Reuters

Over 600
Chinese enter
Cambodia to

flee anti-China
riots in

Vietham

Punom Penn, 15 May
— More than 600 Chinese
business people and tour-
ists have crossed Vietnam-
ese border into Cambodia
to escape anti-China riots
in  Vietnam, Cambodian
National Police spokesman
Kirt Chantharith confirmed
on Thursday.

“On Wednesday alone,
over 600 Chinese nationals
entered Cambodia through
Bavet international border
checkpoint in Svay Rieng
Province,” he told Xinhua.
“The figures did not in-
clude those traveling to the
country by air.”

“They just stay in Cam-
bodia for a while, when the
situation in Vietnam eases,
they may go back,” he said.
Thousands of Vietnamese
rioters launched anti-China
violence and set fire to at
least 15 Chinese-invested
factories in Vietnam.

About 10 Chinese re-
mained unaccounted for
on Thursday after rioters
attacked Chinese compa-
nies in Vietnam’s central
Ha Tinh Province, sources
said. — Xinhua

Australian seeks damages
for being barred from
whale museum

Wakayama,  (Japan),
15 May — An Australi-
an woman and a colleague
have filed a suit seeking
payment of 6.7 million yen
($65,700) in damages from
the town government of
Taiji, Wakayama Prefec-
ture, for being barred from
entering the town’s whale
museum, their legal agent
said on Thursday.

The woman, a member
of a dolphin conservation
group, filed the suit with
the Wakayama District
Court, saying she and her
colleague had visited the
Taiji Whale Museum on
Feb. 9 but were not allowed
to enter. Details of her col-
league’s identity were not
immediately available.

The town of Taiji is
one of Japan’s major whal-
ing bases, along with the
cities of Abashiri and Ha-
kodate in Hokkaido, Ishino-
maki in Miyagi Prefecture,
Minamiboso in Chiba Pre-
fecture and Ikitsuki Island
in  Nagasaki Prefecture.
Taiji is also one of Japan’s
two bases for dolphin drive

hunting. In the suit, the Aus-
tralian woman said museum
officials put up a notice
written in English and Japa-
nese saying that people who
oppose whaling are not al-
lowed to enter the museum.
She argued that this
runs counter to Japan’s
Constitution which bans
discrimination in political,
economic or social relations
because of race, creed, sex,
social status or family ori-
gin. Museum officials had
violated her freedom of
thought and conscience, she
claimed. The Taiji Whale
Museum said the museum
employees put up the notice
during the Japanese whal-
ing season which started
in September 2013 and ran
through last February.
Museum director Kat-
suki Hayashi told reporters
the museum regards whal-
ing as a form of fishing and
that museum officials are
required to protect the cul-
ture of the town, denying
they intended to discrimi-
nate against the Australian
woman.—Kyodo News
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV PACIFIC TRADER VOY NO (027)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV PACIFIC
TRADER VOY NO (027) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 16.5.2014 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.1.P where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day

now declared as the third day after final discharge of

cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted

after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ORINET OVERSEAS CON-

TAINER LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

IMF says Mali cash delayed over
guestionable jet purchase

DakAR, 15 May— The
International Monetary
Fund says it will delay the
disbursement of $6 million
in aid to Mali pending a
clarification from the gov-
ernment on the purchase
of a $40 million presiden-
tial jet, an IMF spokesman
said.

The controversy over
the jet, and a separate loan
for military supplies, risks
undermining  confidence
in Mali’s donor-backed re-
covery from twin crises in
2012. These involved the
military ouster the presi-
dent and the occupation of
its vast northern desert re-
gions by al Qaeda-linked
Islamist fighters.

The IMF spokesman
said the organization ques-
tions the rationale of and

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) logo is seen at

the IMF headquarters building during the 2013 Spring

Meeting of the International Monetary Fund and World
Bank in Washington, on 18 April, 2013.—REUTERS

procedures that led to Mali
buying the jet, given the
country’s pledges to fight
poverty.

The IMF has also
flagged concerns about a
separate 100 billion CFA
franc  ($209.02 million)
state guarantee issued for
a loan secured by a private
company with a Malian
bank to provide supplies
for the army.

“Getting  satisfactory
information about these
transactions and reassur-
ance that the authorities
still stand behind the fiscal
stability and sound pub-
lic financial management
practices objectives of their
arrangement with the IMF
will take time,” the spokes-
man said.

Reuters

Explorer hopes for quick return to possible
Santa Maria wreck

NEw York, 15 May—
An underwater explorer
who claims to have found
the wreckage of Christo-
pher Columbus’ flagship,
the Santa Maria, off the
north coast of Haiti hopes
to begin excavating the site
as early as next week.

Barry Clifford, a Mas-
sachusetts marine inves-
tigator who recently led a
reconnaissance expedition
to the site, told a Press
conference at the Explor-
ers Club in New York on
Wednesday that the start of
any excavation depends on
approval from the Haitian
government. Clifford also
said he needs to locate a
facility to potentially house
any of the remains.

He and a team of ma-
rine explorers say evidence
“strongly suggests” the
artifacts from the ship-
wreck off Haiti belong to
the Santa Maria, which Co-
lumbus used on his maiden
voyage to the New World
in 1492.

Some experts and Hai-
tian officials have react-
ed with scepticism to the
possible discovery, saying
they doubt that enough of
the vessel remains to make
a definite match.

“| think the evidence is
overwhelming that the ship
is most likely the Santa Ma-
ria,” Clifford said, citing its
location close to the spot

Marine investigator Barry Clifford speaks during a

news conference at the Explorers Club in New York
on 14 May, 2014.—REUTERS

where the ship is believed
to have gone down, as well
as the wooden remains of
the keel seen at the site,
along with a cannon.

Clifford, 68, said he
has held talks with Haiti
President Michel Martelly
seeking approval to start
excavating. He urged Hai-
tian officials to take steps
to protect the artifacts, and
said some items, including
the cannon, appeared to
have been looted from the
site.

The wreck was discov-
ered in about 10 to 15 feet
of water near a reef almost
five miles offshore, Clif-
ford said. On his next ex-
pedition he said he hoped
to recover pieces of wood
and other materials used to

build the ship.

The Santa Maria was
one of three vessels that left
Spain to look for a shorter
route to Asia.

The ship sank on
Christmas Day in 1492 and
had to be abandoned. After-
wards, Columbus left be-
hind 39 men at La Navidad,
a fortified camp, and sailed
back to Spain. He returned
a year later to find the fort
destroyed and none of his
crew alive.

Clifford said he based
his conclusions on the
wreck’s proximity to La
Navidad, and data from Co-
lumbus’ diary.

The precise location of
La Navidad is not known,
though archaeologists from
the University of Florida

have excavated a possible
site about 10 miles east of
the city of Cap Haitien, on
Haiti’s north coast.

Clifford’s team first
discovered the wreck in
2003, but was unable to
identify the ship.

Among artifacts found
during a previous explo-
ration of the site was a
15th-century cannon. The
cannon and other key items
have since been taken by
the suspected looters, Clif-
ford said.

The artifacts were
found underneath a large
mound of ballast rock
Clifford said that can be
matched to a quarry near
the port of Columbus’ de-
parture in southwestern
Spain.

But experts on Co-
lumbus’ voyages say sim-
ilar rocks were also used
in other ships at the time,
some of which traversed
the Caribbean.

The Spanish gov-
ernment has not been in
touch with Clifford, said a
spokeswoman for Spain’s
Ministry of Culture, who
asked not to be named.

“The two governments
(Spanish and Haitian) are
in touch and both agree
that there are doubts over
whether it is the Santa Ma-
ria and that we need more
information,” the spokes-
woman said.—Reuters

Scientists to study Amazon rainforest
fate if CO2 levels rise

Sao PauLo, 15
May—A group of scien-
tists from more than 20 in-
stitutions around the world
will gauge the impact on
the world’s largest rainfor-
est if a time comes when
the planet has 30 per-
cent more carbon dioxide
(CO2) than today, accord-
ing to a project launched
on Wednesday. A large ex-
periment including towers
that will pump CO2 into
plots of dense forests will
be built in a region north
of Manaus, in the Brazilian
Amazonas state.

Sensors and field ob-
servation will evaluate the
reaction of the trees when
subject to a concentration
of carbon dioxide 200
parts per million (ppm)
higher than the current 400
ppm, already the highest
level ever.

Predictions by the
UN’s panel on climate
change (IPCC) indicate
that 600 ppm could be the

level of CO2 concentration
in 50 years time.

Tropical forests
around the world are a key
aspect on global warming.

They store billions of
tonnes of carbon and their
potential to continue to ab-
sorb heat-trapping gases
from the atmosphere is crit-
ical to determine by how
much temperatures could
rise. Little is known so far

about how tropical forests
will react as CO2 levels
rise. “It is the first time this
kind of experiment is con-
ducted in a tropical forest,”
said Carlos Nobre, a sci-
entist who heads research

policy at Brazil’s Science
Ministry and is a member
of the IPCC.

“The outcomes will
be of great importance for
other tropical forests, the

global carbon cycle and
to understand how these
forests will be affected by
climate change throughout
this century,” he said.
Some experts believe
the larger amount of car-
bon dioxide would be ben-
eficial to trees that in turn
could absorb larger quanti-
ties of carbon, slowing the
rise on temperatures.
Reuters

A man from the
Bare tribe holds
his child near the
Negro River at the
Cartucho commu-
nity during the last
day of the “’Ex-
pedicionarios da
Saude’ (Brazilian
Health Expedi-
tions) medical
expedition to the
area in Santa Isa-
bel do Rio Negro,
in Amazonas state,
northern Brazil on
12 Nov, 2010.
REUTERS
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Jury President Jane Campion (C) and jury members
actor Willem Dafoe (L), actress Leila Hatami (2ndL),
actress Jeon Do-yeon (4thR), director Sofia Coppola
(3rdR), director Jia Zhangke (2ndR), actor and direc-
tor Gael Garcia Bernal (R) pose during a photo call
before the opening of the 67th Cannes Film Festival in
Cannes on 14 May, 2014 —REUTERS

Sexism in film industry hinders
women: Cannesjuryhead Campion

Canngs  (France), 15
May — The scarcity of fe-
male directors in the film
industry is “undemocratic”,
the head of the Cannes film
festival jury Jane Campion
said on Wednesday, speak-
ing out against sexism in the
business that keeps many
women’s films out of view.

The comments by
Campion, the only woman
to have ever won the festi-
val’s prestigious Palme d’Or
prize, came on the opening
day of the 12-day event on
the French Riviera, which in
years past has been criticised
for not presenting enough
films made by women.

“lI think you’d have
to say there’s some inher-
ent sexism in the industry,”
Campion told journalists and
film critics at a jury press
conference in advance of the
screening of the festival’'s
opening-night film, Olivier
Dahan’s “Grace of Mona-
co”. “It does feel very un-
democratic and women do
notice,” she said. “Time and
time again, we don’t get our
share of representation.”

This year, the festival’s
67th season, the event fea-
tures a majority female jury,

with French actress Carole
Bouquet, US director So-
fia Coppola, South Korean
actress Jeon Do-Yeon and
Iranian actress Leila Hatami
joining Campion.

But out of 18 films, only
two by female directors are
in the running for the Palme
d’Or — “Le Meraviglie”
(The Wonders) by Italian
director Alice Rohrwacher
and “Futatsume No Mado”
(Still the Water) by Japan’s
Naomi Kawase.

Two years ago, influen-
tial French daily Le Monde
published an open letter
signed by female direc-
tors and actresses accusing
the film industry of a dou-
ble standard. “At Cannes,
women show their breasts,
men show their films,” the
letter said. Jane Roscoe, the
newly appointed director of
the London Film School,
agreed that film remains a
male-dominated industry.

The fact that Cannes
named a mostly female jury
“does not mask the reality
that the film industry, like
many others, remains a male
bastion despite some pro-
gress by women,” she told
Reuters.—Reuters

Jay Z, Beyonce and Drake score most BET
Awards nominations

NEw York, 15 May —
Music’s power couple Jay
Z and Beyonce, and rapper
Drake led the BET Awards
nominations announced on
Wednesday with five nods
each, followed by R&B
singer Pharrell  Williams
and hip-hop singer August
Alsina with four.

Jay Z and Drake will
vie for best male hip-hop
artist along with Future, J
Cole and Kendrick Lamar.
The two will also battle it
out for video of the year
with other nominees Be-
yonce, Chris Brown and
Williams.

Beyonce also earned
nods for best female R&B/
pop artist and best collab-
oration, with husband Jay
Z on “Drunk in Love,” as
well as nominations for vid-
eo of the year for “Drunk in
Love” and her song “Parti-
tion.”

“This year’s nominees
represent the best of our cul-
ture,” Stephen Hill, BET’s
president of music program-
ming and specials, said in a
statement.

The

annual  BET

Singer Bob Dylan performs during a
segment honouring Director Martin
Scorsese, recipient of the Music+ Film
Award, at the 17th Annual Critics’
Choice Movie Awards in Los Angeles on
12 Jan, 2012.—REUTERS

Beyonce and Jay-Z perform “‘Drunk In Love’’ at the 56th annual Grammy Awards
in Los Angeles, California on 26 Jan, 2014.—REUTERS

Awards began in 2001 to
celebrate African-American
and other minorities in cate-
gories spanning music, film
and sports. The awards will
be presented live on the ca-
ble TV network BET, Black
Entertainment Television,
which is part of Viacom Inc,
on 29 June from the Nokia
Theatre in Los Angeles.

ered it.

In the film category,
Oscar nominees Angela
Bassett and Oprah Win-
frey as well as Gabrielle
Union, Kerry Washington
and Academy Award win-
ner Lupita Nyong’o scored
nods for top actress.

Oscar nominee Chiwe-
tel Ejiofor, Academy Award
winner Forest Whitaker

along with Idris Elba, Kevin
Hart and Michael B Jordan
will compete for the best ac-
tor award. Tennis stars Ve-
nus and Serena Williams,
basketball players LeBron
James, Carmelo Anthony,
and Blake Griffin and box-
er Floyd Mayweather Jr.
earned nominations in the
sports category.—Reuters

Dylan does it Sinatra’s way

LonpoN, 15 May — Bob Dylan has released a version of “Full Moon
and Empty Arms”, a hit for Frank Sinatra in 1945, and will follow it with
a new album later this year.

The song, posted on Dylan’s official website, was written by Buddy
Kaye and Ted Mossman and is based on Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto
No 2. Artists ranging from Sarah Vaughan to the Platters have also cov-

Rolling Stone magazine quoted a spokesperson for Dylan as saying:
“This track is definitely from a forthcoming album due later on this year.”
No title was given for the album but the website’s home page crypti-
cally featured a picture of Dylan and the words “Shadows in the Night”.
Dylan’s last album “Tempest”, his 35th, was a commercial and crit-
ical success when it was released in 2012.
The 72-year-old has just completed a string of dates in Japan and
Hawaii as part of his Never Ending Tour and will start a European leg in
Cork, Ireland, on 16 June.—Reuters

Cannes to pay tribute to 50th anniversary of ‘spaghetti western’

Canngs (France), 15
May — A restored print of
the pioneering 1964 Ital-
ian-made spaghetti west-
ern “A Fistful of Dollars”
will be screened on the
closing day of the Cannes
Film Festival with director
Quentin Tarantino as host,
the festival announced on
its website.

“To celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the birth
of the Spaghetti Western
in 1964, the Festival de
Cannes will be showing ‘A
Fistful of Dollars’ directed
by Sergio Leone that same
year and starring Clint
Eastwood and Gian Maria
Volonte,” the posting said.

“The event will be
hosted by Quentin Taranti-
no, a great admirer of Ser-
gio Leone, who has always
been open about how much
his own film making owes
to the influence of the West-
ern’s great [talian masters,”
the statement posted late on
Tuesday said.

The print to be
screened after the prizes
are awarded on 24 May has
been restored by making a
digital version of the orig-
inal Techniscope colour
negative with an original
Technicolor print used as a
reference, the posting said.

The  sound also

has been restored, the

statement said.

The Cannes Film Fes-
tival, which opens its 67th
edition on Wednesday, has
a history of presenting re-
stored versions of classic
films. One of the other res-
torations to be shown dur-
ing the 12-day long festival
is the classic cult horror
film “The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre”.—Reuters

A general view shows
the Festival Palace as
workers install the red

carpet in front of its
main entrance for the
opening ceremony of
the 67th Cannes Film
Festival in Cannes on 14
S May, 2014.—REUTERS
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Italy’s Berlusconi says he was forced out by EU “plot’

Former ltalian Prime
Minister Silvio Ber-
lusconi arrives at the

Sacred Family Founda-

tion, where he will serve
part of his one-year tax

fraud sentence by doing

community service with

the elderly, in Cesano
Boscone, a small town on
the outskirts of Milan on
9 May, 2014.—REUTERS

Rowme, 15 May — For-
mer Italian prime minister
Silvio Berlusconi repeated
accusations on Wednesday
that he had been forced out
of office at the height of the
euro zone crisis in 2011 as
the result of a plot by Euro-
pean Union officials.

Berlusconi’s com-
ments followed the pub-
lication of a book by for-
mer US treasury secretary
Timothy Geithner which
suggested that the US gov-
ernment had been asked to
help force Berlusconi to re-
sign as the crisis escalated

in late 2011.

“At one point that
fall, a few European offi-
cials approached us with a
scheme to try to force Ital-
ian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi out of power;
they wanted us to refuse
to support IMF loans to
Italy until he was gone,”
Geithner wrote in his book,
“Stress Test: Reflections on
Financial Crises”, extracts
from which appeared in the
Italian press this week. “We
told the President about this
surprising invitation, but as
helpful as it would have
been to have better leader-
ship in Europe, we couldn’t
get involved in a scheme
like that,” he wrote. “"We
can’t have his blood on our

hands,” | said.”
Berlusconi  resigned
in November 2011 af-

ter months of tension on
financial markets led to
fears that investors could
refuse to buy Italian bonds,
sending the euro zone’s
third-largest economy into
default and breaking the
single currency apart.

The 77-year-old media
tycoon, currently serving
a community service sen-
tence after being convicted
of tax fraud last year, said
the book showed there had
been a “clear violation of
democratic rules and an at-
tack on the sovereignty of

our country”.

“The plot is an ex-
tremely serious piece of
news which confirms what
I’ve been saying for some
time,” he told Rai state tel-
evision in an interview.

Berlusconi, the leader
of Italy’s main center-right
party, has frequently ac-
cused European authorities
and Italy’s head of state,
President Giorgio Napoli-
tano, of mounting a “coup”
to remove him from office
in 2011.

He made similar ac-
cusations earlier this year
following the publication
of a book based on inter-
views with his successor
Mario Monti and others,
which said Monti had been
sounded out as a poten-
tial replacement premier
months before Berlusconi’s
government fell.

“FREELY AND RE-
SPONSIBLY”

On Wednesday, Ber-
lusconi repeated accusa-
tions that Napolitano had
been in contact with Monti,
the former European Com-
missioner appointed to lead
the technocrat government
that succeeded Berlusconi,
well before the final crisis.

Napolitano issued a
statement on Wednesday
saying he was unaware of
any pressure exerted on
Berlusconi, who resigned

after a split in the center-
right camp left him without
a reliable parliamentary
majority.

He said Berlusconi’s
resignation had been of-
fered “freely and respon-
sibly” and that it had been
caused solely by “Italian
political and parliamen-
tary events”. Berlusconi
has stepped up his attacks
on Brussels and euro zone
policy makers during the
campaign for the 25 May
European Parliament elec-
tions, encouraged by opin-
ion polls that show rising
dissatisfaction with the EU.

With less than two
weeks to go, his Forza Ita-
lia party is in third place in
opinion polls with about 20
percent, behind Prime Min-
ister Matteo Renzi’s center-
left Democratic Party, on
around 34 percent, and the
anti-establishment ~ 5-Star
Movement, on about 25.

Many of his supporters
remain convinced that his
removal was engineered by
foreign powers.

Monti’s  government
imposed a series of auster-
ity measures aimed at re-
storing market confidence
but failed to halt a steep rise
in Italy’s public debt or re-
store growth, and ended its
term deeply unpopular with
ordinary voters.

Reuters

" Malaysia
Airlines

search

\halted again

SypnEY, 15 May — The search for missing Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370 hit a)
fresh snag on Thursday after it was found the underwater drone at the heart of the oper-
ation had been damaged, forcing what could be another lengthy delay.

The Australian agency coordinating the search effort, now in its third month, said
communications equipment on the sophisticated Bluefin-21 drone was damaged on its
first day back after almost two weeks away for maintenance and resupply.

The issue was discovered on Wednesday, the Joint Agency Coordination Centre
(JACC) said, just two hours into the drone’s first mission since returning to the search
area in the Indian Ocean about 1,600 km (1,000 miles) northwest of the west Australian

city of Perth.—Reuters
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Additional referees not just standing still, says Collina

TuriN, 15 May — If
the five referees system had
been in use in 2005, former
referee Pierluigi Collina
would not have awarded
the goal that gave Chelsea a
Champions League round-
of-16 win over Barcelona.

Chelsea were lead-
ing the second leg 3-2 but
heading out of the competi-
tion on the away goals rule
until they won a corner in
the 76th minute.

Collina said he kept
his eyes firmly fixed on
John Terry, knowing that
the other Chelsea players
would do everything they
could to allow their captain
a free header.

Sure enough, when
the ball was floated across,
Terry got free of his marker
and sent a low header into
the bottom corner from

around 16 metres. But Col-
lina was so focussed on
Terry that he did not see a
foul by Chelsea defender
Ricardo Carvalho on Bar-
celona goalkeeper Victor
Valdes in the goalmouth.

“l was focussed on
these two players (Ter-
ry and his marker) and |
couldn’t see what was go-
ing on in the goalmouth,”
Collina, now head of UE-
FA’s refereeing body, told
reporters on Tuesday as he
showed a replay of the in-
cident.

“My choice was cor-
rect because | predicted
what had happened (that
the ball would go to Ter-
ry). But the contribution of
someone here (on the goal
line) would have been very
important and very easy,
he would have been there,

three metres away (from
Carvalho). He could have
informed me there was a
foul.”

The use of extra refer-
ees on each goal-line, offi-
cially known as Additional
Assistant Referees (AAR),
was pioneered by UEFA
and approved by football’s
rule-making body, the In-
ternational Football Asso-
ciation Board (IFAB), in
2012.

UEFA now uses it reg-
ularly in the Champions
League, Europa League
and European Champion-
ship and says that 35 mem-
ber associations have also
adopted the system to some
extent.

“Some are using addi-
tional assistant referees in
every match such as Tur-
key, lItaly, Hungary and

Belgium, others use the
AAR system only in key
matches or in one game per
match day, or in the play-
off or the last game of the
national cup,” Collina said.
He added that many
people did not appreciate
what the extra officials did,
especially as they are not
allowed under the laws of
the game to use flags.
“Everyone knows they
are there but very few un-
derstand their main pur-
pose,” he said. “Too often
we hear comments saying
that they are there for noth-
ing, not deciding anything,
that they are simply stand-
ing beside the goal. Very
few can appreciate the con-
tribution they make to the
refereeing process.”
Collina said that AARS
could help a referee to

Pierluigi Collina, the
UEFA Chief Refereeing
Officer, attends a news
conference five weeks
before the start of the
EURO 2012 soccer cham-
pionships, in Warsaw on 2
May, 2012.—REUTERS

judge whether the ball had
crossed the goal-line and
also give him an additional
pair of eyes.

“They are not just an
alternative to goal-line
technology,” he said. “The

referee shares the control
(with the assistant), they
can look at the same inci-
dent from two different an-
gles,” he said.

Collina showed one
incident at a corner with
two clusters of players in
the penalty area, one in the
goalmouth watched by the
assistant and one on the
edge of the area watched
by the referee.

“With two people, they
can focus on each area,” he
said. “One man on his own
cannot see them. It’s al-
most impossible.”

“They can also act to
deter players from commit-
ting fouls,” he said, listing
the benefits.

The only thing the as-
sistants cannot do is wave
a flag.

Reuters
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Sevilla extend Benfica curse W|th shootout win

TuriN, 15 May — Se-
villa defended doggedly
in a 0-0 draw before beat-
ing Benfica 4-2 on pen-
alties to win the Europa
League for the third time
on Wednesday as the final
curse of Bela Guttmann
continued to haunt the Por-
tuguese side. Beaten 2-1
at the death by Chelsea in
the same game 12 months
ago, Benfica slumped to
their eighth successive Eu-
ropean final loss, putting
a dampener on what had
been a triumphant season.
Benfica had the best of the
opening 90 minutes but
failed to take their chances
and the confidence seemed
to ooze away from them
in extra-time. The writing
appeared to be on the wall
when Sevilla won the toss
before the penalties and

chose the end in front of
their fans. Paraguay strik-
er Oscar Cardozo, who has
had an unhappy season and
missed a penalty for his
country in the 2010 World
Cup quarter-final against
Spain, took a stuttering
run-up before Benfica’s
second penalty was saved
by Beto. Beto also stopped
Benfica’s next spot-kick,
a half-hearted Rodrigo
effort, although the Se-
villa goalkeeper appeared
to move well off his line
on each occasion. Kevin
Gameiro then fired home
Sevilla’s fourth to clinch
their third Europe League/

UEFA Cup title.
“In the end, they
(Benfica) were pushing

forward more as we were
tired and all the games that
we have played this sea-

son took their toll,” Sevilla
coach Unai Emery said.

“However, we have
learnt to fight and cope
with the difficult moments
and we came out on top.”
Benfica’s losing run is
often referred to as the
“curse of Bela Guttmann”,
the Hungarian coach who
led them to successive Eu-
ropean Cups in 1961 and
1962.

On leaving the club in
acrimonious circumstanc-
es, Guttmann said they
would never win another
European title without him.

“We were better but
in football, the best team
doesn’t always in,” Benfi-
ca coach Jorge Jesus said.
“We had the more chances
over 120 minutes but we
didn’t take them.” Sevilla,
playing their 19th match in

Sevilla’s coach Unai Emeri (centre left) holds the trophy after they beat Benfica on
penalties in their Europa League final football match at the Juventus stadium in
Turin on 14 May, 2014.—REUTERS

this season’s competition,
gave Benfica an early scare

Hiroshima, Frontale bow out of ACL
on away goals

Sypney, 15 May —
J-League champions San-
frecce Hiroshima surren-
dered a two-goal first-leg
advantage and crashed out
of the Asian Champions
League on Wednesday
night after a 2-0O defeat
away to Western Sydney
Wanderers in the round of
16. And Japanese interest
in the competition ended
an hour later as Kawasa-
ki Frontale won 2-1 at FC
Seoul but went out on away
goals, the tie finishing 4-4
on aggregate.

A brace by Naoki Ishi-
hara and a stoppage-time
strike by Kosei Shibasa-
ki had put Sanfrecce in
the driving seat after last
week’s 3-1 win at Edi-
on Stadium. But Shannon
Cole fired Sydney into the
lead early in the second
half, and Brendon Santalab
grabbed the second with
five minutes left to make
it 3-3 overall, sending the
Australians into the last
eight on away goals.

Ishihara had an early
opportunity to put Hiroshi-
ma 4-1 ahead on aggregate,

Barca ready to seize second chance,

BarceLona, 15 May
— Barcelona are ready to
grasp their second chance
with both hands and snatch
the Spanish title from At-
letico Madrid in a winner-
takes-all clash this week-
end, midfielder Xavi said
on Wednesday.

Barca looked out of
the running for top spot a
few weeks ago but with the

Western Sydney Wanderers striker Brendon Santalab (R) scores his side’s second
goal past Sanfrecce Hiroshima goalkeeper Takuto Hayashi (1) during the second
half of a second-leg round of 16 match in the Asian Champions League at Par-
ramatta Stadium in Sydney on 14 May, 2014.—Kyopo NEws

when he brought a good
save out of Ante Covic on
12 minutes.

Former Japan mid-
fielder Shinji Ono, play-
ing his last game for the
Wanderers before return-
ing home to join J2 side
Consadole Sapporo, fired
just wide from distance at
the other end for Sydney,

leading three sides in Spain
all stuttering the title has
boiled down to Saturday’s
match in the Nou Camp.
Atletico have 89
points, three more than
Barca who have drawn
their last two matches, but
a win for the hosts would
see them retain the trophy
courtesy of a better head-
to-head record. “We saw

who enjoyed long spells
of pressure in the first
half.

A completely un-
marked lacopo La Roc-
ca squandered a golden
chance when he headed
over following a pinpoint
corner from Ono in the
53rd minute, but Sydney
leveled with man-of-the-

the situation as black and
that we had lost the league
but football has given us
another chance,” Xavi told
a news conference. “We
play at home in front of our
fans and we have all in our
favour to win. The crowd
need to get behind us due
to what we are playing for.

“This is an histor-
ic chance and it will be a

match Ono again involved
two minutes later.

The former Feye-
noord star got another great
cross in from the byline
and Yoshifumi Kashiwa’s
headed clearance fell to
Cole, who smashed his shot
high past Sanfrecce keeper
Takuto Hayashi.

Kyodo News

says Xavi

spectacular final. Anyone
who thought that we still
had chances would have
been considered crazy.”
With a first title since
1996 within touching dis-
tance Atletico have picked
up only one point from
their last two games since
reaching the Champions
League final.
Reuters

when Vitolo cut the ball
back to Carlos Bacca and

Guilherme Siqueira dived
in to intercept. —Reuters

Federer suffers early defeat
in Rome, Nadal survives

Rowme, 15 May — Rog-
er Federer will be returning
to his newborn twins earlier
than expected after his Ital-
ian Open adventure end-
ed with a 1-6, 6-3, 7-6(6)
second-round defeat by
Frenchman Jeremy Chardy
on Wednesday.

Federer had been hop-
ing to get his claycourt
form back in gear after
skipping last week’s Ma-
drid Open to attend the
birth of his twin boys Leo
and Lenny but the winner
of a record 17 grand slam
titles will now be flying
back home to his family.
Fourth seed Federer made
a promising start but, with
dust whipping up off the
surface and the ball playing
tricks, Chardy fought back
with some brutal forehand
winners and saved match
point in the tiebreak before
sealing victory.

World number one
Rafael Nadal laboured into
the third round with an en-
ergy-sapping 7-6(1), 6-7(4)
6-2 victory over dangerous
Frenchman Gilles Simon.

The 13-times grand
slam winner has endured
a slow start to the season,

winning just three titles and
suffering a number of un-
characteristic losses on his
favoured clay surface.

He won the Madrid
Open on Sunday after his
final opponent Kei Nishi-
kori of Japan was forced to
retire through injury having
been on the brink of victo-
ry and Nadal was forced
to endure another scare by
Simon.

The 29-year-old forced
Nadal into a tiebreak in the
opening set but the Span-
iard gained the impetus and
his heavy groundstrokes
gave him the lead.

In the second set Si-
mon, a former world num-
ber six, survived an early
break, match point, and a
brief interruption by an er-
rant pigeon before forcing
a deciding set with a series
of powerful forehands.

Nadal, the ‘King of
Clay’, coped best in a
draining final set and from
2-2 won four games in a
row to claim victory but
doubts remained about his
form ahead of his bid for
a record-extending ninth
French Open title starting
later this month.—Reuters

Roger Federer
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