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Yangon, 28 April — 
A Myanmar top weather 
expert has issued a flash 
flood and landslides warn-
ing, urging people in the 
north of the country to be 
on alert as rain, thunder-
storms and hail are likely 
to hit those areas within 72 
hours beginning on Mon-
day evening. 

U Tun Lwin, an 
ex-meteorologist and for-
mer director-general of 
the Department of Mete-

Weather expert warns people in northern 
Myanmar of flash floods and landslides as 

“Norwester” approaches

By Aye Min Soe orology and Hydrology, 
posted the warning on his 
facebook page, saying that 
a “Norwester”, a cluster 
of thunder cloud, was ap-
proaching Myanmar from 
North West. 

The wind speed is ex-
pected to reach between 35 
to 45 miles per hour during 
heavy rain fall, with some 
gusty winds likely to peak 
at 55 miles per hour, he 
added.

“People working on 
farmland or near rivers 
should be particularly cau-

tious. Anyone working on a 
ship must be on alert, even 
if they are far away from 
the coast off northern My-
anmar,” U Tun Lwin said.

According to the 
weather forecast released 
at 2 pm on Monday by the 
Department of Meteorol-
ogy and Hydrology, rain 
and thundershowers hit 
large parts of Kachin State, 
the upper part of Sagaing 
Region, Bago Region and 
Taninthayi Region, as well 
as Sagaing Region and 
Shan State within the last 

24 hours.  Heavy rain was 
also reported in Mandalay 
Region, with overcast skies 
in the remaining regions 
and states, according to 
weather experts. 

On Sunday, strong 
winds and hail hit Ay-
eyawady Delta, with more 
than 100 houses damaged 
in Hinthada township. 
Nearly 110 people had to 
be evacuated and now live 
in temporary shelters, but 
officials said there have 
been no reports of casual-
ties.

A building destroyed by strong wind and rainfall in Hinthada Township.—HintHada district iPrd

  Yangon, 28 April—
The Myanmar sitting vol-
leyball team has gone 
through to the next round 
after winning the qualifier 
event held in Mashhda city 
in Iran from 29 to 26 April.

Volleyball players of 
the Myanmar Paralympics 
Federation arrived back at 
Yangon International Air-
port on Monday morning 
after taking part in the qual-
ifier.

 A 15-member squad 
led by Col Kyaw Soe lost 
to Iraq 0-3 in the first match 
and beat South Korea 3-2 
in the second match. In the 
third match, Myanmar was 
defeated by China with a 
0-3 result. But, Myanmar 

Myanmar squad qualifies in 
Sitting Volleyball

trounced Mongolia 3-0. 
Despite losing to South 
Korea 0-3 in the last match, 
Myanmar was through to 
the next round.

  Iran, Kyrgyzstan 
and China, standing first, 
second and third positions 
respectively on the table, 
have the opportunity to 
take part in the Sitting Vol-
leyball World Champion-
ship to be held in Poland. 

 Iran, Kyrgyzstan, Chi-
na, Iraq, South Korea, My-
anmar, Japan and Mongolia 
ranging in positions from 
the first to eighth qualified 
in the matches will partici-
pate in the Asian Games to 
be held in Incheon in South 
Korea.—MNA

Yangon, 28 April—Three Indian Navy Ships (INS) arrived on 
Sunday at the Myanmar International Terminal Thilawa in Yangon, 
with officials saying the navy officers will stay here until April 30 
to explore the country’s culture and hold a concert at the National 
Theatre.

The fleet is led by Captain Crd Happy Mohan, with a total of 
585 officer cadets from the Indian Navy and Indian Coast Guard 
currently staying in Yangon.

Officials said that the Indian Naval Band will perform at the 
National Theatre in Yangon on Tuesday, with the concert entitled 
‘HARMONY AND FRIENDSHIP ACROSS THE SEAS.’ 

The naval cadets and personnel will visit historically and cul-
turally significant places in Yangon and Bago regions in the next 
days to learn more about the country’s rich heritage.

The visit is aimed at highlighting the friendship between India 
and Myanmar and further strengthening bilateral ties.

MNA

Indian navy to hold concert at the 
National Theatre in Yangon

Yangon, 28 April—
Shangri-La Hotels & Re-
sorts announced on Mon-
day that Traders Hotels was 
re-branded the same day as 
Sule Shangri-La Hotel, fol-
lowing a two-and-half-year 

Traders Hotel re-branded as 
Sule Shangri-La

renovation.  
The 484-room Traders 

Hotel, now Sule Shangri-
La, has been on Sule Pa-
goda Road in the heart of 
Yangon for nearly two dec-
ades.—Khin Cho Win

A refurbished executive room in the 
newly-branded Sule Shangri-La Hotel.
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Today’s 
MyanMar 
news siTes

Yangon, 28 April—
Traffic jams in Yangon, 
particularly at the junction 
of Hlawga Road and Ba-
gan Road in Dagon Myothit 
Township, have become a 
major problem for commut-
ers, officials have said.

Although authorities 
have constructed two traf-
fic islands at the junction 

Thai monks and novices visit Kawthoung townKawthoung, 28 April 
—Myanmar’s southernmost 
town of Kawthoung was vis-
ited by monks and novices 
from Thailand, who made 
the trip to visit pagodas in 
the area and collect alms. 
A total of 70 Thai monks 
and novices arrived from 
Ranong town in Thailand 
on 26 April, with many lo-
cal Buddhist following the 
procession. After receiving 
alms, the monks recited the 
Paritta in order to protect the 
Pyidawaye Pagoda and My-
anmar’s leading monk or-
ganization, Sasana Beikman.

With the permission of 
the Kawthoung Township 
Sangha Nayaka Committee, 
the Thai monks and novices 
also supported local monks 
in the propagation of Bud-
dhism.

Kyaw Soe (Kawthoung)

Tax laws explained 
in Taunggyi

taunggYi, 28 April—
The need to pay tax in order 
to develop the nation and its 
regions was explained by 
Chief Minister of Shan State 
U Sao Aung Myat at a meet-
ing on Sunday in Taunggyi 
with entrepreneurs, tax pay-
ers and officials from Shan 
State to clarify the taxation 
system.

The Chief Minister and 
Shan State Minister for Fi-

nance U Khun Thein Maung 
presented certificates of hon-
our to entrepreneurs who 
have paid tax without fail.

The Director of the In-
ternal Revenue Department 
U Tun Than explained mat-
ters related to the Union tax 
law and income tax law, 
with Director U Soe Naing 
explaining issues related to 
commercial tax.

Than Wai (Taunggyi)

Traffic congestions cause 
major problems for 

commuters in Yangon
in order to help ease the 
traffic, illegal vendors 
have been blocking the 
traffic islands and pave-
ments to sell their goods, 
further hampering a 
smooth traffic flow.

Officials said they are 
discussing further action to 
resolve the problem.

Myint Than (Oxygen)

Fire prevention measures 
taken at Thiri Yadana 

Myoma Market
naY PYi taw, 28 

April—Thiri Yadana Myo-
ma Market in Lewe Town-
ship will in future be safer 
as fire prevention measures 
have been taken, officials 
said Monday.

Water tanks, light-du-
ty fire engines and reels of 
hose have been donated, 
with firefighters practicing 

an emergency situation at 
the market. 

Officials from Dekkhi-
na District of the Nay Pyi 
Taw Council Area said 
that in future more drills 
will be conducted, urging 
shopkeepers to participate  
in the next exercises on Sat-
urday.

Shwe Kokko

Fire breaks out at oil field in Thayet 
Township

thaYet, 28 April—A 
fire broke out on Sunday 
night at Sakhangyi oil-
field in Thayet Township 
of Magway Region, where 

illegal oil explorations are 
being carried out, officials 
have said.

A worker, identified as 
Than Soe, 34, was working 

at the oil well No. A14, 
owned by a man identified 
as Mr. Aung, when the fire 
was caused by friction be-
tween equipment. 

Thai monks and novices in procession to accept donations in Kawthoung of 
Myanmar.

The fire en-
gulfed the oil well 
and one barrel of 
crude oil.

Officials said 
the oil well owner 
did not receive per-
mission from the 
Union government 
in Thayet Township 
for operation.

Thayet Police 
Station has filed 
a lawsuit against 
worker Than Soe.

Ko Ko Aung
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Nay Pyi Taw, 28 
April—Vice-President Dr 
Sai Mauk Kham held talks 
with government officials 
from China’s southern 
Yunnan Province in Nay 
Pyi Taw on Monday to 
discuss economic cooper-
ation. 

The Chinese delega-
tion was led by the deputy 
secretary of the Yunnan 
Provincial Committee of 
the Communist Party of 
China, with the talks fo-
cusing on boosting bilater-

Myanmar and China’s 
Yunnan Province eye 

closer economic 
cooperation

al economic cooperation, 
promotion of cross-border 
trade in Kachin and Shan 
States which share borders 
with Yunnan Province, and 
matters related to improv-
ing infrastructure in these 
states.—MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 28 
April—National Parliament 
Speaker U Khin Aung My-
int on Sunday provided cash 
and material assistance to 
locals in Myanmar’s eastern 
Kayah State. 

The speaker donated  
K 90 million and Chairman 
U Thein Zaw of Pyithu 
Hluttaw National Race Af-
fairs and Local Peace-mak-
ing Committee gave 965 
rice bags. Chairman Dr. 
Khin Shwe of the Amyotha 
Hluttaw Relief and Victim 
Care Committee provided 
4,100 clothing items to the 
people.

At the donation cere-
mony at Township Hall in 
Loikaw, the state capital, 
U Khin Aung Myint said: 
“Myanmar national rac-
es are now living unitedly 
across the country. While 
the whole country is a un-
ion, the individual regions 
and states in the country 

Nay Pyi Taw, 28 
April—The Union Min-
ister for Agriculture and 
Irrigation U Myint Hlaing 
met with more than 200 
people from various ethnic 
groups who were invited to 
Nay Pyi Taw to learn about 
farming, officials said 
Monday. 

They met in Ottara-
thiri Township on Sunday 
morning to learn about irri-
gation, with 50 people also 

Ethnic groups invited to Nay Pyi 
Taw to learn about farming

participating in a tractor 
driving course at the 900-
acre farmland in the Set-
sayo irrigated area.

The Union Minister 
accompanied the people 
around the plantations, 
with officials saying the 
ethnic groups participating 
included Shan, Kachin, 
Ka-an Palaung, Lesu, Wa, 
Myaungzi -khawhmon, 
Kokang and Lahu.

MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 28 
April – The Ministry of 
Health and Japan’s Uni-
versity of Miyazaki have 
signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding on close 
cooperation and exchange 
programmes, officials said 
Monday. 

Several departments 
under the Health Ministry 
and the Japanese university 

Japan’s Miyazaki University to 
cooperate with departments 

under Health Ministry
will in future aim at con-
ducting frequent research 
and student exchanges, as 
well as joint research.

 The President of the 
University of Miyazaki, 
Dr. Tatsuo Suganuma and 
Directors-General of the 
respective departments 
signed the MoU and ex-
changed notes.

MNA

National Parliament speaker gives assistance to 
locals in eastern Myanmar state

are also small unions. Unity 
is essential in every region 
and state for the strength 
of the country. If extreme  
ideologies about single  
races, localities, faiths and 
religions destroyed the  
union spirit, the country 

would be on the brink of 
collapse.” 

State Chief Minister U 
Khin Maung Oo, Chairman 
U Thein Zaw and Chairman 
Dr. Khin Shwe explained 
their donations. 

The ceremony was also 

attended by members of the 
state government, religious 
organisations and local peo-
ple. 

In the afternoon, the 
speaker visited Beluchaung 
No. 3 Hydropower Plant.

MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 28 
April—Vice-President Dr 
Sai Mauk Kham stressed 
the need to seek ways and 
means to avoid the recur-
rence of problems such as 
the ones in Ducheeyadan 
village and in relation with 
Medecins Sans Frontieres 
(Holland) in Rakhine State 
at a work coordination 
meeting in Nay Pyi Taw on 
Monday.

In his speech at the 
meeting of the central com-
mittee for implementation 

Problems in Rakhine State have impact 
beyond the state itself

of peace and stability and 
development in Rakhine, 
the Vice-President said that 
Rakhine State is still under 
threat despite the region 
seeing no violence, unrest 
and arsons attacks since the 
ones that spread across the 
state in 2012.

He pointed out the 
importance of aid from 
UN agencies and interna-
tional organizations as the 
government’s support is 
not enough to tackle basic 
needs and social matters of 

the victims of communities 
comprising of hundreds of 
thousands of people. 

He called on agencies 
to ensure aid to all victims 
and follow agreements 
signed with the ministries 
concerned. Respective work 
committees are to monitor 
the humanitarian aid pro-
cess, he added. 

It is necessary to com-
plete immigration and citi-
zenship scrutiny process, to 
fully resettle internally dis-
placed persons and to strive 

for resumption of liveli-
hoods of victims, including 
their education, health, so-
cial and religious matters, 
he said.

It is required for UN 
agencies, international or-
ganizations and work com-
mittees to ensure greater 
transparency in providing 
assistance to displaced peo-
ple. 

He also called for a 
roadmap that is acceptable 
to both communities and 
everyone concerned. 

And he urged the Min-
istry of Health, which is 
replacing MSF in the area, 
to make more efforts in its 
activities during the closure 
of MSF operations. 

After hearing reports 
presented by Union minis-
ters, the Rakhine State chief 
minister and those present, 
the vice-president said the 
Rakhine issue made demo-
cratic government difficult 
and turned a positive view 
from the international com-
munity negative.

It may also tarnish 
images the country had al-
ready achieved thanks to its 
recent political stability and 
economic progress, posi-

tive signs in administrative 
reform, success in the 27th 
SEA Games, reputation 
from holding the ASEAN 
chairmanship and increas-
ing visits by foreign heads 
of state and government. 

In his concluding re-
marks, the vice-president 
urged those present to be 
dutiful in implementing 
the assigned tasks as the 
Rakhine issue is a problem 
that can hinder the nation’s 
future in relation with the 
United Nations, Geneva, 
OIC partnership countries 
and ASEAN.

It is not a matter for 
Rakhine State alone, he 
stressed.—MNA

National Parliament Speaker U Khin Aung Myint views supplies to local 
people of Kayin State.—mna

Vice-President Dr Sai 
Mauk Kham poses for 

documentary pho-
to with government 

officials from China’s 
southern Yunnan 

Province of China.
mna
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Monks recite Abhidhamma treatises Myanmar Women 
Entrepreneurs’ Association 

to meet on 9 May
Yangon, 28 April—

The Myanmar Women En-
trepreneurs’ Association 
will stage its annual gen-
eral meeting at Kandawgyi 
Palace Hotel in Yangon on 

9 May at 9 am.
Members of the as-

sociation are invited to  
attend the meeting, offi-
cials said.

Aung Thura

Mango Show, Contest and 
Paper-reading Session to be 

held from 10-12 May
Yangon, 28 April—

The Myanmar Fruits and 
Vegetables Producers and 
Exporters Association will 
organize a Mango Show, 
Contest and “Paper-read-
ing Session” at Shwe Pazun 
Confectionary in Dawbon 
Township of Yangon Re-

gion from 10 to 12 May.
Foreign and local ex-

perts will submit papers 
on Myanmar’s mango 
species. For those inter-
est to attend, please con-
tact Tel: 01218367 and 
0943127656.

Aung Thura

Meals offered to monks 
dedicated to late journalist 

U Win Tin
Meiktila, 28 April— 

The National League for 
Democracy in Meiktila 
District and Township have 
offered meals to monks in 
memory of the late patron 
of the National League for 
Democracy, veteran jour-
nalist U Win Tin.

The ceremony was 

attended by officials from 
Thazi, Wundwin and Mahl-
aing townships as well as 
NLD members and local 
people.

A similar ceremony 
was held at the NLD office 
in Yadana Manaung Ward 
of Meiktila.

NLM-018

Stimulant tablets seized 
in Meiktila

Meiktila, 28 April—
Officials raided the house 
of a suspect identified as 
Myo Myo Zaw of Aung-
zeya region-3 in Meiktila 
city on Saturday, seizing 
26 stimulant tablets worth 
K125,500.

Members of the Meik-
tila District Special Crim-
inal Combating Squad 
searched the house, with 
police arresting Chan Nye-
in who was suspected to 
use narcotic drugs.

Myo Myo Zaw con-
fessed she bought the 
stimulant tablets from Zu 
Zu Aung from Aung San 
Ward. Police then raided 
the house of Zu Zu Aung 
and seized 14 stimulant 
tablets.

Meiktila Myoma po-
lice station has taken action 
against the suspects under 
Sections 15/19(a)/20(a)/21 
of the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
Law.—NLM-018

MohnYin, 28 April—
The 35th recitation of Ab-
hidhamma treatises was held 
with the aim of ensuring the 

propagation of Buddhism, 
at the East Monastery in 
Mohnyin, one of the district 
level towns in Kachin State, 

from 17 to 26 April.
To mark the successful 

completion of Abhidhamma 
recitation, over 200 monks 

participated in a procession 
to accept alms from local 
people in Mohnyin on Satur-
day afternoon.—NLM-001

Library opens in rural Nyaunglebin Tsp 
nYaunglebin, 28 

April—A library named 
‘Bawa Shaehsaung’ has 
opened in Thaunggyi 
Village of Nyaunglebin 

Township, Bago Region, 
on Sunday morning, aimed 
at broadening the minds of 
rural people, officials said.

Captain Khin Win 

(Rtd) and wife Daw Mu 
Mu were among the donors 
of the library, which cost  
K 7 million, including fur-
niture and books. The cap-

tain said that he donated 
cash to fund the library in 
order to help the education 
of people from Thaunggyi 
Village as “they live too far 
from urban areas”.

Nay Lin (Nyaunglebin)

Rakhine National Conference 
kicks off in Kyaukpyu

SittwaY, 28 April—A 
ceremony to inaugurate 
the Rakhine National Con-
ference (Kyaukpyu) took 
place at the No. 3 Basic 
Education High School in 
Asoeya Ward in Kyauk-
pyu, Rakhine State, on 
Sunday.

Union Minister U 
Aung Min, Rakhine State 
Chief Minister U Hla 
Maung Tin and Yangon 
Region Rakhine Nation-

al Affairs Minister U Zaw 
Aye Maung made the 
opening speeches, with 
writers Kyaw Win and Pe 
Myint giving talks on so-
cio-economic development 
of the region.

The conference will 
last from 1 to 5 May, and 
is aimed at drawing a 
framework to lay down a 
national policy, officials 
said without giving further 
details.—State IPRD

ngwehSaung, 28 
April—The ceremony 

to open a recreation camp 
for outstanding students 

was held at Pearl Ngwe-
hsaung Hotel in Ngwe-

hsaung Sub-Township, 
Ayeyawady Region, on 
Monday morning.

Following a song per-
formed by the students 
titled “Myanmar School”, 
Union Minister for Health 
Dr Pe Thet Khin and Ay-
eyawady Region Minister 
for Social Affairs Daw 
Khin Saw Mu delivered 
an address.

Union Minister Dr 
Pe Thet Khin and Region 
Minister Daw Khin Saw 
Mu presented brooches to 
the outstanding students, 
with the head of the camp 
awarding a commemora-
tive medal to the region 
minister.

At the ceremony, 
Shwe Thabye Construc-
tion Co donated K 5 mil-
lion for the cause.

Sub-Township IPRD

Recreation camp  for outstanding 
students opens

bagan, 28 April—
The Union government 
opened recreation camps 
for outstanding students 
to be able to cultivate Un-
ion Spirit and preserve 
customs and cultural tra-
dition, said Chief Minis-
ter U Ye Myint of Man-
dalay Region in a meeting 
with outstanding students 

Most outstanding students to get opportunity for further 
learning at foreign universities     
at the opening ceremo-
ny of the recreation camp 
near Shwehsandaw Pagoda 
in Bagan, the ancient city 
of Mandalay Region, on 
Monday morning.             

The ceremony was at-
tended by 176 outstanding 
students, with former out-
standing students extend-
ing greetings to the youths.             

A similar ceremony 
took place at No 1 Basic 
Education High School in 
Nyaungshwe of Shan State 
where there was also a rec-
reation camp for outstand-
ing students.             

In her speech, Union 
Minister Dr Daw Khin San 
Yi said the government 
planned to scrutinize the 

most outstanding students 
in order for them to be 
able to pursue advanced 
learning in foreign coun-
tries, with the President 
arranging scholarships.             

This year, a total of 
525 outstanding students 
are honoured at recreation 
camps.

MNA
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Iraqis pin hope of changes on upcoming election
Baghdad, 28 April 

— Iraq’s 30 April gener-
al election is just around 
the corner, as candidates 
from different entities are 
making intensive public 
campaigns to attract more 
votes. Due to the escalating 
violence across the coun-
try, it’s not easy to see mas-
sive campaign activities on 
the streets. Many election 
candidates and their sup-
porters choose relatively 
safe places to canvass for 
support.

At the old quarter of 
Baghdad, a winding alley 
named after the Iraqi poet 
Al Mutanabbi is one of 
the places. Bookstores and 
stalls of every description 
occupy the street-level 
spaces, selling technical 
manuals, ornate copies of 
the Quran and a nice selec-
tion of pirated software.

Mohammad Awmad, 

A member of Iraq security forces guides traffic while taking guard in downtown 
Baghdad, capital of Iraq, on 27 April, 2014, ahead of the country’s parliamentary 

election which will be held on 30 April. This is the first parliamentary election of the 
country since the US troops withdrew in late 2011.—Xinhua

a translator in an Iraqi 
firm, was spreading name 
cards of the candidate his  

supports to the passersby in 
front of a bookstore.

“I support one candi-

date from Iraqi Coalition, 
and I will cast my vote 
on 30 April in the polling  

station,” Awmad said in 
fluent English.

More than 9,000 can-
didates from nearly 280 po-
litical entities are vying for 
the 328 parliamentary seats 
in Iraq’s 30 April general 
election.

This is the first nation-
al election since the with-
drawal of US troops from 
the country at the end of 
2011. Many Iraqis pin their 
hope of changes on the 
upcoming election despite 
their suffering from blood-
shed, lack of public servic-
es and a weak government.

“I will go to the polling 
station to cast my vote to 
my support candidate, and 
a democratic election is the 
best way to solve problems 
Iraq is facing,” said Stair 
Muhsan, owner of a two-
year-old bookstore in a 
second-hand book market.

“Iraq has experienced 

a long time of turbulence. I 
hope the upcoming parlia-
mentary election can bring 
changes to my country, and 
can stop the relentless vio-
lence across the country,” 
Muhsan said. Al Mutanab-
bi Street was rocked by a 
car bombing on in March 
2007 when around 30 peo-
ple were killed. The gov-
ernment closed the street 
after the bomb for one year 
and reopened it in 2008.

Mouhsan said the 
business is getting worse 
because of security con-
cerns. The authorities have 
cordoned off many routes, 
making it even harder for 
book buyers to get to the 
market.

“The security situation 
in Iraq should be the top 
concern of the new govern-
ment, we need improve the 
security situation,” Mouh-
san added.—Xinhua

Three troops killed, 
three injured in NW 

Pakistan’s blast
IslamaBad, 28 April 

— At least three security 
personnel were killed and 
three others injured when 
a bomb went off near an 
army vehicle in Pakistan’s 
northwest tribal area on 
Sunday night, officials 
said.

The Inter Services 
Public Relations (ISPR), 
the mouth piece of Pakistan 
army, said in a statement 
that an army vehicle was 
hit by a roadside planted 
device at the bordering area 
of North Waziristan and 
south Waziristan agency.

The injured troops 
were shifted to a nearby 
hospital for medical treat-
ment.

The vehicle was com-

Sigrid Kaag(C), head of the joint Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical 
Weapons (OPCW)-United Nations mission for the destruction of Syria’s chemical 
weapons, speaks during a Press conference in Damascus, Syria, on 27 April, 2014. 

She said that 92.5 percent of Syria’s chemical materials had been removed from 
the country and destroyed, and stressed commitment to the timely removal of the 
remaining chemical materials by the 30 June deadline, to make sure that none of 

the chemical material falls in the wrong hands.—Xinhua

Philippines, US 
sign new  

defence pact
manIla, 28 April — 

The Philippines and the 
United States on Monday 
signed a new 10-year de-
fence pact that will give 
wider access to American 
forces on Philippine mil-
itary bases and facilities, 
including airfields and sea-
ports. Philippine Defence 
Secretary Voltaire Gaz-
min and US Ambassador 
to Manila Philip Goldberg 
signed the pact, called the 
Philippines-US Enhanced 
Defence Cooperation 
Agreement.

The signing took place 
inside the Philippines’ 
main military headquar-
ters a few hours before US 
President Barack Obama 
was due to arrive in Manila 
for an overnight state vis-
it.— Kyodo News

Ukraine rebels free Swedish hostage; 
Obama seeks unity against Russia
Kuala lumpur/slavI-

ansK, (Ukraine), 28 April 
— Pro-Russian rebels pa-
raded European monitors 
they are holding in eastern 
Ukraine on Sunday, free-
ing one but saying they had 
no plans to release another 
seven as the United States 
and Europe prepared new 
sanctions against Moscow.

US President Barack 
Obama called for the Unit-
ed States and Europe to join 
forces to impose stronger 
measures to restrain Mos-
cow. In a move senior US 
officials said may come as 
early as Monday, the White 
House said it would add 
names of people close to 
President Vladimir Putin 

and firms they control to a 
list of Russians hit by sanc-
tions over Ukraine, and 
also impose new restric-
tions on high-tech exports.

The European Union 
is expected to follow suit 
by adding to its own list 
of targeted Russian people 
and firms, but Washington 
and Brussels have yet to 
reach agreement on wider 
measures designed to hurt 
the Russian economy more 
broadly.

In Donetsk, where 
pro-Russian rebels have 
proclaimed an independent 
“people’s republic”, armed 
fighters seized the head-
quarters of regional televi-
sion and ordered it to start 

broadcasting a Russian 
state TV channel.

Speaking during a vis-
it to Malaysia, Obama said 
restraining Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin’s am-
bitions in Ukraine would 
depend on the United 
States and its allies finding 
a unified position on tighter 
sanctions.

“We’re going to be in 
a stronger position to deter 
Mr Putin when he sees that 
the world is unified and the 
United States and Europe 
is unified rather than this is 
just a US-Russian conflict,” 
Obama told reporters.

White House deputy 
national security adviser 
Tony Blinken said the new 
US measures would be fo-
cused mostly on adding to 
a list of those barred from 
travel to the United States 
and hit by asset freezes.

“We’re going to save a 
little news for Monday but 
what I can tell you is this,” 
Blinken told CBS televi-
sion. “We will be looking 
to designate people who 
are in (Putin’s) inner circle, 
who have a significant im-
pact on the Russian econ-
omy. We’ll be looking to 
designate companies that 
they and other inner-circle 
people control.”

Reuters

Officials from the OSCE special mission in Ukraine 
leave the mayor’s office with a detained international 

observer (C), in Slaviansk on 27 April, 2014.—ReuteRs

pletely destroyed in the 
blast.

No group has claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
yet.

Sunday night’s inci-
dent is a continuation of 
the recent string of terrorist 
attacks at army and police 
vehicles following the end 
of peace talks between the 
Pakistani government and 
Taleban.

The recent attacks 
have left over a dozen po-
licemen and troops killed, 
and at least 50 injured in 
the country’s northwest 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
south Sindh and southwest 
Balochistan provinces over 
the last one week.

Xinhua

5.2-magnitude quake jolts South China Sea
BeIjIng, 28 April — A 5.2-magnitude earthquake occured in the South China Sea 

at 8: 43 am Monday (Beijing Time), according to the China Earthquake Networks 
Centre (CENC).

The epicenter was monitored at 19.8 degrees north latitude and 120.0 degrees east 
longitude, and the focus of the quake was 4 kilometers deep.—Xinhua
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Japan 
eyes APEC 
summit to 

improve ties 
with China

Tokyo, 28 April  —
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
recognizes the importance 
of a Pacific Rim leaders’ 
meeting later this year in 
Beijing as a chance for Ja-
pan and China to improve 
their strained relations, To-
kyo Gov Yoichi Masuzoe 
said on Monday.

“I told him we should 
consider APEC as one pos-
sible target,” Masuzoe, who 
visited Beijing last week, 
told reporters after meet-
ing with Abe, referring to 
the annual summit of the 
21-member Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation fo-
rum. Masuzoe, who visited 
the prime minister’s office 
to brief Abe on his three-
day trip to China during 
which he held talks with 
China’s vice premier, said 
Abe agreed with him.

China will host this 
year’s APEC ministerial 
and working-level meetings 
before the leaders’ sum-
mit in November, poten-
tially giving opportunities 
for Japanese and Chinese 
officials to discuss how to 
defuse bilateral tensions 
over territorial and histor-
ical issues on the sidelines 
of those meetings. Abe was 
also quoted by Masuzoe as 
telling him that Japan “will 
keep making efforts to im-
prove relations” with China.

Kyodo News

“Phantom bridge” in Hokkaido attracting tourists
kushiro, (Japan), 28 

April — An aging “phan-
tom bridge” now surround-
ed by water in man-made 
Lake Nukabira in the town 
of Kamishihoro, Hokkaido, 
is attracting tourists who 
want to see it while it is 
still intact, with its arches 
expected to collapse any-
time soon.

Taushubetsu Bridge, 
made out of concrete, was 
built in 1937 across the 
Taushubetsu river ahead 
of the extension of the old 
Japanese National Rail-
ways’ Shihoro Line. The 
bridge subsequently fell 
into disuse when Lake Nu-
kabira came into existence 
in 1955 as part of a project 
by Electric Power Devel-
opment Co. to construct a 
dam for hydropower gener-
ation. The line was rerout-
ed around the lake.

The 130-meter-long 
bridge, 10 meters high, is 

Supplied photo taken in May 2011 shows Taushubetsu Bridge, nicknamed the “phantom bridge,” reflected on the 
surface of Lake Nukabira in Kamishihoro, Hokkaido.—Kyodo News

nicknamed the “phantom 
bridge” as it is completely 
submerged in around June 
when the water level in the 
lake rises due to the melt-
ing of snow or rainfall. It is 

then seen again in winter-
time when the level drops 
because of an increase in 
power generation.

The Higashitaisetsu 
Nature Guide Centre, a 

local nonprofit organiza-
tion, started tours to the 
bridge in 1997. Tourists 
walk on the frozen lake to 
the bridge in the winter and 
are taken close to it by car 

Attack in Central African 
Republic kills 22, including 

chiefs, MSF staff
Bangui, 28 April — 

At least 22 people, includ-
ing 15 local chiefs and 
three members of staff of 
the medical charity Me-
decins Sans Frontieres, 
were killed in an attack on 
a town in the Central Afri-
can Republic, officials said 
on Sunday. 

The attack on Satur-
day was in Nanga Boguila, 
about 450 km (280 miles) 
north of the capital Bangui. 
Some 2,000 French and 
over 5,000 African peace-
keepers are struggling to 
halt waves of violence that 
have gripped the country 
over the last 18 months.

Gilles Xavier Nguem-
bassa, a former member 
of parliament for the area, 
said four people were 
killed as the assailants 
approached the town but 

in the spring and summer 
seasons.

The first tour drew 
only around 10 tourists but 
the number has increased 
since the bridge was desig-

nated as a Hokkaido herit-
age site in 2001, according 
to Mitsuru Kawada, 54, 
who heads the NPO.

Currently, some 2,000 
people take the tours per 
year, while tens of thou-
sands of people visit an 
observation deck near the 
bridge, Kawada said.

Ryoji Iwasaki, a 
35-year-old photographer, 
relocated to the Nukabira 
area from Okegawa, Saita-
ma Prefecture, in 2005 to 
take pictures of the bridge. 
His works include captur-
ing the bridge looking like 
several pairs of glasses 
when it is reflected on the 
water or standing on the 
dried-out lake bed.

He says it is “impossi-
ble to take the same picture 
twice” since the water level 
in the lake sometimes dif-
fers by more than 2 meters 
in the same season. 

Kyodo News

Participants in costumes of World War I army of the United States are seen at 
the World War I Museum in Meaux, Paris, France, on 27 April , 2014. Military 

enthusiasts attended a reenactment to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the 
World War I.—XiNhua

most died when Seleka re-
bels went to an MSF-run 
health clinic in search of 
money.

The attack took place 
while local chiefs were 
holding a meeting there 
and the gunmen opened 
fire when some of the 
chiefs tried to run away, he 
said.

“Fifteen of the local 
chiefs were killed on the 
spot,” he told Reuters, 
citing witnesses he had 
spoken to. A local repre-
sentative of the Bangui 
government confirmed the 
incident. 

A spokesman for MSF 
confirmed the deaths of 
its staff but gave no fur-
ther details. Seleka offi-
cials were not immediately 
available for comment.

Reuters 

Syria announces four new contenders 
for presidential race

Damascus, 28 April 
—The Syrian parliament 
announced on Sunday the 
names of four new runners 
for the 3 June presidential 
elections in the conflict-torn 
country, according to the 
state-run SANA news agen-
cy. Sawsan Haddad, Samir 
Muala, Mohammad Yasin 
and Abdul-Salam Salameh 
were the latest to register 
their candidacy, bringing 
the overall number of con-
tenders for the presidential 
vote to six.

Further details about 
the biographies of the new 
contenders are still forth-
coming. The 10-day reg-
istration for the top Syrian 
post started on Tuesday. 
The voting for Syrians in-

side the country will start on 
3 June , while overseas Syr-
ians will cast their votes on 
28 May . Several candidates 
are expected to run for the 
presidency in accordance 
with the new constitution. 
Syria’s electoral law stip-
ulates that all applicants 
must have lived in Syria for 
10 consecutive years prior 
to nomination, a condition 
which severely limits exiled 
opposition members, many 
of whom have been living 
outside Syria for years.

By law, each runner for 
the elections must secure the 
backing of 35 parliamentar-
ians. The Supreme Con-
stitutional Court, which is 
tasked with overseeing the 
presidential elections’ pro-

cess, must study their appli-
cations before announcing 
the candidates within the 
five days after the 10-day 
registration time frame.

The timing of the pres-
idential polls has raised the 
ire of many in the Syrian 
opposition, as well as in 
their regional and interna-
tional backers who have 
labeled the upcoming poll a 
“parody of democracy.”

Government officials 
said President Bashar al-As-
sad is the “ real guarantee” 
for the future of Syria, hint-
ing that Assad, despite a 
barrage of criticism, would 
run for the elections and has 
a high chance to be re-elect-
ed for a third seven-year 
term.—Xinhua

Sisi urges big vote in Egyptian 
election; Islamists urge boycott

cairo, 28 April —  
Former Egyptian army 
chief Abdel Fattah al-Sisi 
on Sunday called for a big 
turnout in a presidential 
election he is expected to 
win easily, countering a call 
for a boycott by allies of 
deposed Islamist president 
Mohamed Mursi.

Sisi, who deposed 
Mursi after mass protests 
against his rule last July, 
faces only one competitor 
in the 26-27 May election 
— leftist Hamdeen Sabahi. 
He came third in the 2012 
election won by Mursi of 

the Muslim Brotherhood.
Sisi called on Egyp-

tians to vote in “unprece-
dented numbers for the sake 
of Egypt”, according to an 
official statement outlining 
comments he made during 
a meeting on Sunday with 
investors in the tourism in-
dustry. An alliance of Isla-
mist parties opposed to last 
year’s military takeover had 
earlier issued a statement 
declaring their boycott of 
the election, describing it 
as “a farce” designed to ap-
point “the coup orchestra-
tor” as president.—Reuters
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 FDA okays start of BrainStorm stem cell 
trial in ALS patients

in Boston and the University 
of Massachusetts Memorial 
Hospital in Worcester.

Dana-Farber  Can-
cer Institute’s Connell 
O’Reilly Cell Manipulation 
Core Facility will manufac-
ture BrainStorm’s NurOwn 
cells for these two clinical 
sites. The trial will also 
be conducted at the Mayo 
Clinic, the Israel-based 
company said on Sunday. 
The trials are expected to 
start soon.

“Today’s announce-
ment represents the most 
significant milestone Brain-
Storm has achieved to date,” 
the company’s president, 
Chaim Lebovits, said.

This trial will be the 
first Phase II double-blinded 
stem cell study to be con-
ducted for ALS, he added.

ALS, also known as 
Lou Gehrig’s Disease, is a 

Tel Aviv, 28 April—
BrainStorm Cell Thera-
peutics said the US Food 
and Drug Administration 
approved the start of a mid-
stage clinical trial of its 

adult stem cell treatment for 
patients with amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis (ALS).

The Phase II trial will 
be launched initially at Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital 

progressive neurode-gen-
erative disease that affects 
nerve cells in the brain and 
spinal cord.

BrainStorm’s Phase II 
trial is designed to evaluate 
the safety and efficacy of 
transplantation of the stem 
cells in 48 ALS patients. 
The cells will be adminis-
tered via intramuscular and 
intrathecal injection.

Patients will be fol-
lowed monthly for three 
months before transplanta-
tion and for six months 
following transplantation.

Earlier clinical trials 
have shown that treatment 
with NurOwn cells was well 
tolerated and safe.

Last week, Cytokinet-
ics Inc said its experimental 
treatment for Lou Gehrig’s 
Disease failed the main goal 
in a mid-stage trial.

Reuters

New Zealand scientists 
claim breakthrough find 
in fighting drug addiction

WellingTon, 28 April 
—New Zealand scientists 
claim a breakthrough dis-
covery could spell the end 
of “epidemic levels” of 
cocaine addiction in North 
America and parts of Eu-
rope. Scientists at the Uni-
versity of Canterbury said 
on Monday that they had 
found they could eliminate 
cravings for the narcotic 
by chemically activating a 
receptor in the brain.

The trace amine-asso-
ciated receptor 1 was found 
in certain areas of the brain 
that appeared to be very sen-
sitive to drugs, psychology 
researcher Dr Juan Canales 
said in statement.

Cocaine addiction re-
mained at epidemic levels 
in the United States and in 
some European countries, 
but therapies to treat the 
condition were still ineffec-
tive, so the finding opened 
new avenues for therapeutic 
treatment.

“It remains to be seen 
whether activation of this 
recently discovered recep-
tor provides relief for other 
forms of addiction too, in-
cluding alcohol, nicotine 
and even compulsive eating. 
This is something we are 
going to investigate in the 
near future,” Canales said.

The market for cocaine 

in New Zealand was small 
and unpredictable, although 
researchers had conducted 
experiments to see if acti-
vation of the brain receptor 
was effective in stopping 
craving for methamphet-
amine, a much bigger prob-
lem.

“So far the results in-
dicate that activation of 
the trace amine receptor 
completely eliminates the 
self-administration of meth-
amphetamine in rodents 
as it does for cocaine. We 
will publish the full re-
sults soon,” said Canales. 
“Cocaine and methamphet-
amine produce euphoric ef-
fects mainly through activa-
tion of a transmitter named 
dopamine. Dopamine is 
important for motivation, 
pleasure and well-being,” 
he said.

“When cocaine and 
methamphetamine activate 
dopamine they fool the 
brain into thinking that they 
are really good, or better 
than anything experienced 
before but this is only an 
illusion.” The researchers 
discovered that when the 
trace amine receptor was 
activated, cocaine was un-
able to release dopamine 
into the pleasure centres, 
which explained their find-
ings.—Xinhua

Air Berlin asks shareholders for cash after 2013 loss

A woman stands behind the exhibition stand of Air 
Berlin at the ITB tourism fair in Berlin, on 11 March, 

2009.—ReuteRs

FrAnkFurT, 28 April—
German airline Air Berlin 
(AB1.DE) said it was calling 
on investors to stump up 
more cash by buying bonds 
as it unveiled a 2013 loss.

It said late on Sunday 
it was issuing a convertible 
bond worth 300 million eu-
ros ($415 million), to which 
its biggest shareholder Eti-
had Airways has subscribed, 
would make an exchange 
offer to bondholders with 
notes due in 2014 and 2015, 
plus issue new bonds with 
a volume of at least 150 
million.

In addition, Etihad has 
agreed to extend a $255 
million loan, of which Air 
Berlin has so far drawn $135 
million, to the end of 2021 
from the end of 2016.

Air Berlin, which built 

up debt after expanding too 
rapidly, had said last month 
it was in advanced talks over 
options that would have a 
substantial impact, sparking 
speculation over a possible 
move by Etihad to gain big-
ger control over the carrier.

But Air Berlin said 
on Sunday its recapitaliza-
tion would not change its 
ownership structure. Abu 
Dhabi-based Etihad owns 
29.2 percent of Air Berlin 
while Turkey’s Sabanci fam-
ily own a 12 percent stake. 
The European Union is 
looking into whether Etihad 
exercises more control than 
allowed under the region’s 
rules for airlines with a 
European operating licence.

Air Berlin slumped to a 
2013 loss before interest and 
tax (EBIT) of 231.9 million 

euros, compared with a year-
earlier profit of 70.2 million, 
citing an unexpectedly slug-
gish summer season due to 
high temperatures in central 
Europe and a difficult winter 
period.

The airline also named 
Marco Ciomperlik, currently 
its chief maintenance officer, 
to its management board 
to oversee its restructuring 
programme.

Reuters

Toyota restructures US marketing 
arm; voluntary exits offered

houses the company’s mar-
keting operations, Toyota 
Motor Sales USA (TMS).

A company spokes-
woman confirmed the re-
structuring, which was first 
reported by the Wall Street 
Journal, and said it would 
be effective 1 May.

“Roles and responsi-
bilities will be redefined” to 
create a more efficient team, 
the spokeswoman said, and 
those whose roles have been 
eliminated can apply for new 
roles within the reorganized 
operation, elsewhere in 
TMS, or at Toyota Financial 
Services. A voluntary exit 
programme is also available.

Reuters

The Toyota logo is seen at a dealership in Ruemlang, 
outside Zurich on 10 Oct, 2012.—ReuteRs

los Angeles,  28 April 
— Toyota Motor Corp. 
(7203.T) will restructure 
its marketing organization 
in California, the company 

said on Sunday. Many of 
Toyota’s more than 5,000 
California-based employ-
ees are based at a complex 
outside of Los Angeles that 

China raises alert against surging cancer crisis
Beijing, 28 April—A 

week-long campaign was 
held in Beijing this week 
to boost public awareness 
of cancer prevention and 
control, addressing a grow-
ing health crisis the country 
cannot afford to ignore.

The Cancer Prevention 
Week, launched by the Chi-
nese Anti-Cancer Associa-
tion in 1995, falls on 15 to 
21 April each year.

This year’s campaign 
urged people to improve 
disease prevention through a 
slew of activities, including 
online interviews, lectures 
and free physical examina-
tions.

Cancer has been the 
top killer for Beijingers for 
seven consecutive years 
between 2007 and 2013, ac-

cording to a report released 
by the municipal commis-
sion of health and family 
planning this week.

The National Cancer 
Registration Centre esti-
mated that about 3.5 million 
new cases of cancer are 
diagnosed annually, and 2.5 
million die from the disease, 
said Chen Wanqing, deputy 
director of the centre.

“Although Chinese 
people’s livelihood has 
improved, cancer incidence 
and mortality have also been 
on the rise,” he said.

Cancer has grown as 
a killer in China in past 
decades.

“In 1964, cancer ranked 
the fourth-biggest cause of 
death, while from 1970 to 
1989, it ranked second, and 

data from 2007 showed that 
it had become the top killer 
for Chinese,” said Yang 
Gonghuan, former director 
of tobacco control at the 
Chinese Centre for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Unhealthy lifestyles 
are partly to blame for the 
rising incidence. “America 
has seen reduced lung can-
cer cases and mortality rate. 
Tobacco control is one of the 
main reasons,” he said dur-
ing the ongoing campaign.

Scientific evidence has 
shown a healthy diet, reduc-
tion in smoking and drink-
ing, and regular exercise 
can help prevent about 40 
percent of cancers, accord-
ing to Beijing City’s health 
and family planning com-
mission.—Xinhua
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Myanmar journalists eager 
to improve skills to break 
away from traditional 
media industry

Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and contributions. If 

you have any comments or would like to submit edito-

rials, analyses or reports please email wallace.tun@

gmail.com with your name and title.

Maulmain Chronicle, first appeared in 1836 and 
the first Myanmar language newspaper, Myan-
mar Thandawsint Thadinsa, was published once 
a week from around 1871. 

Compared to The Bangkok Recorder pub-
lished in both English and Thai from 1844, the 
Myanmar newspaper industry was well ahead.

However these days, international journalists 
are criticizing the state of the Myanmar commu-
nication and media industries, often saying that 
the media has a long way to go and the “fledgling 
stage” needs to be overcome.

Myanmar journalists, who have never left the 
country, have not received any training in order 
to satisfy a sophisticated foreign readership.

The style of news presentation here is quite 
different from any international news coverage. 
Some may have been so fortunate as to study 
journalism in Thailand, Singapore and the Phil-
ippines, but most young Myanmar journalists 
have to educate themselves, reading foreign press 
and talking to foreign editors based here.

Among the many problems faced by journal-
ists, is the lack of transparency and support.

Many local media organizations do not have 
the budget to properly train their staff and often 
show little interest in improving work condi-
tions. Working under pressure and tight dead-
lines, most journalists can only resort to the 
journalism style they have known for many 
years.

As the new Myanmar government is relax-
ing its grip on various media, more modern me-
dia companies and organizations will be created 
in the future. With this development, all jour-
nalists should receive training in order to be 
able to compete in this environment.

We cannot go back in time, and therefore 
the circumstances need to improve for the media 
industry to be able to improve. Only then will 
the local media be able to raise its standard.

Many Myanmar journalists are eager to 
improve their journalistic skills in or-
der to improve the country’s media 

landscape and ensure high-quality coverage. As 
more and more foreign journalists enter the 
country and the free press is increasing its out-
put, competitions is becoming fierce and the 
standard is constantly raised, with many local 
reporters struggling to keep up given their lack 
of training.

The first English language newspaper, The 

By Aung Khin

GOLD PRICE
(28-4-2014)

Yangon Gold Price
Buying K 666,100 per tical: Selling K 667,100
Mandalay Gold Price
Buying K 666,000 per tical: Selling K 667,000

Mission is a particular work that you feel it is 
your duty to do. It also means an important official 
job that a person or a group of  people is given to do.

-Oxford  Dictionary

In management parlance, MISSION is: Reason 
for Being or Reason for Existence or Reason for Liv-
ing, Moving and Having your Being.

Mission can be understood as the broad, strate-
gic PURPOSE of an organization. Let us thrash out 
the myths in order to get to the real truth, e.g.

Is a medical doctor’s mission to make money or 
to cure a certain disease and restore health?

Is a teacher’s mission just to earn money, or to 
educate and enrich a child’s mind and life?

Think for yourself the following questions:
What  is a Mother’s Mission?
What  is a Father’s Mission?
What  is a Son’s or Daughter’s Mission?
What  is a Students’ Mission?

In a similar vein, ask yourself:
What  is an Employer’s Mission?
What  is an Employee’s Mission?
What  is a Business’s Mission?
What  is a Manager’s Mission?
What  is a Leader’s Mission?

Mission Kyi  Mun

Some examples of Mission are:
• CHANNEL’S Mission is to Enrich Women’s 

Beauty & Style.
• Ford  Motor’s Mission is to provide easy and el-

egant Transportation for as many people as pos-
sible.

• NAING Group’s Mission is the Construct Spe-
cial, Stylish, Strong and Sophisticated Buildings 
for people to live in, to work in, to enjoy in, and 
to build strong family ties in.

How to Build a Mission Statement
M for Main Purpose (Reason for Being in Busi-

ness)
I for Insight (Winning-Edge Views)
S for Strategy (Grand Strategy)
S for Strengths (Distinctive Capabilities & Re-

sources)
I for Innovation (Creative Reinventing)
O for Opportunities (Chances for the Future)
N for Niching (Specializing)

What Should Be A Business’s Real Purpose?
Some very conservative Economists used to say 

that the Business of Business is Business. It might 
appear to be true in some conventional wisdom’s 
sense, but it is an out-and-out reactionary view, in 
my opinion. I strongly believe the Business of Busi-

ness is Social Progress, or Humanity Development 
as well as Profit. Profit is and should be just a 
By-product of Humane and equitable Social Pro-
gress.

Anyway, Enlightened Wisdom’s view of a Busi-
ness Mission should be: To Do the Most Good for 
the Most People.

In other words, a business’s mission should be to 
serve the Stakeholders, viz.-
• Customers
• Employees
• Owners/Shareholders, and
• the Whole National Economy

Formerly, a business’s Mission generally used to 
be focused on Profit and Profit alone. Nowadays, the 
trend has been moving in the direction of Corporate 
Social Responsibility. So, the general MISSION of a 
Business should be in more or less the same direc-
tion. Therefore, I would like to suggest that the mod-
ern, enlightened Mission of a Business should be 
based on the Triple Bottom-Lines: People, Planet 
and Profit.

U Kyi Mun residing in Yangon is a consultant 

of NAING GROUP Capital CO., LTD.

Yangon, 28 April —
His Excellency Mr. Ichiro 
Maruyama, Charge d’  
Affaires ad interim of Ja-
pan to the Republic of the 
Union of Myanmar, and 
Her Excellency Daw Lei 
Lei Thein, Deputy Minis-
ter for National Planning 
and Economic Develop-
ment, signed and ex-
changed the Notes for 
three Grant Aid projects in 
Myanmar, amounting to 
JPY 5.96 billion (equiva-
lent to US$ 57.9 million). 
The signing was witnessed 

Japan grants three projects worth US$ 57.9 million
by Dr. Kan Zaw, Union 
Minister for National 
Planning and Economic 
Development.

The Project for Na-
tional Single Window and 
Customs Modernization 
by Introducing Automated 
Cargo Clearance System 
(amount to JPY 3.99 bil-
lion (US$ 38.7 million)).

This Project aims to 
contribute to the reform 
and modernization of cus-
toms administration by 
improving efficiency of 
customs procedure includ-

ing the introduction of na-
tional single window.

The Project for Im-
proving Lashio General 
Hospital in Shan State 
(amount to JPY 1.51 bil-
lion (US$ 14.7 million)).

This project aims to 
strengthen the function of 
the core hospital in Lashio 
to improve the quality of 
the medical service by 
providing assistance for 
the facility and the equip-
ment.

The project for Hu-
man Resource Develop-

ment Scholarship (amount 
to JPY 468 million (US$ 
4.5 million)).

This scholarship pro-
vides opportunity to study 
in Japan for young Myan-
mar officials to learn nec-
essary skills and knowl-
edge for problem solving 
and policy making to pro-
mote Myanmar’s reform 
and social and economic 
development as well as to 
establish friendly relation-
ship between Japan and 
Myanmar.

NLM

Please read “the Em-
bassy of Japan (Mr. Maruy-
ama, charge d’ affaires ad 
interim) and the Myanmar 
Government, signed a grant 
agreement for three pro-
jects” instead of “the My-

Correction anmar Government and 
JICA signed a grant agree-
ment for three projects” in 
the news under the head-
line “Myanmar, Japan ink 
MoU on three grant agree-
ments” published on Page 
4 of this daily issued on  
26-4-2014.—Ed
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That title may be 
strange to the readers, as a 
living sentient creature/be-
ing is described as an inan-
imate object. But we very 
often use the words human 
beings and living things in 
writings and in our every-
day expressions. Here the 
word, “many things” is 
meant for a person with 
many responsibilities. In 
dictionaries, a teacher is de-
fined as a person whose job 
is teaching (a subject), es-
pecially in a school. In this 
sense, we may misconstrue 
a teacher as an ordinary 
salary man. Such a thought 
has never come into our 
pure minds. Instead, we 
deeply love and admire our 
teachers. According to our 
religion as well, we rank 
our teachers as the same as 
our Lord Buddha, Dhamma 
[His Teachings], Sanghas 
[His Followers], and our 
parents. A teacher is called 
in Myanmar, “Sayar” 
which seems to be a cor-
rupted Pali word, “saryar” 
which means shade. Shade 
gives us a shelter that pro-
tects from direct sunlight, 
wherein we get a cool feel-
ing. Likewise, we can get 
many kinds of virtue under 
our teachers’ guidance and 
control. Our Lord Buddha 
Himself is the most so-
phisticated Teacher of the 
whole world. For saying 
so, I never intend to lik-
en teachers’ virtues to the 
Buddha’s Incomparable 
Virtues. But I want to say 
deeply that a teacher is a 
man of nobility and learn-
ing. So much had been writ-
ten and said about teachers 
and their devotion to their 
pupils. It is needless to say 
again about our respected 
and devoted teachers in the 
past. Throughout our gen-
erations, teachers play an 
important role in our soci-
ety, being well-thought-of 
around us. 

Unlike other ser-
vice-men, what makes a 
teacher special? Who had 
ever known pupils that 
went uncared and unat-
tended by our teachers dur-
ing their schooling days? 
Each and every one of 
us spent most of the first 
phase of our lives under 
the surveillance of our re-
spected teachers. So we 
were mostly in touch with 
them, seeing our teachers 
as well spend their leisure 
hours reading a book or 

Female-dominated Noble Profession in Myanmar & 
A Teacher Is Many Things

something, listening to 
them reprimanding us for 
our wrong-doing and stu-
pidity. When we ourselves 
became teachers, we came 
to know that teaching pro-
fession has its own char-
acteristics. Schools always 
aim at producing well-ad-
justed members of the so-
ciety. As such, a teacher 
is not a perfect man but he 
needs to be endowed with 
many qualifications and 
responsibilities. Who will 
deny it? They are sculptors 
who train all-round devel-
opment of future leaders. 

Every individual 
needs to do a job or some-
thing for their survival. In 
this frenetic age, youths 
are always busy trying to 
look for a promising ca-
reer each, that is, well-paid 
jobs. Nowadays it is dif-
ficult to decide to eke out 
their living as a teacher, es-
pecially for boys. And it is 
more difficult to be a life-
long teacher. But in the 
minds of today’s job-hunt-
ers, they cannot see that 
a teacher is blessed with 
great respect and trust from 
people—parents and their 
offspring. They go against 
the path of teaching, know-
ing it does fetch only a 
meager amount of income. 
Granted that money is im-
portant for our living, they 
cannot be blamed. Thus, 
they—especially males are 
getting away from educa-
tion career, before we rec-
ognized it. However, most 
of the girls who could not 
find a job to work for pri-
vates companies eventual-
ly decided, faute de mieux, 
to choose the career. Some 
professions remain bas-
tions of male chauvinism 
and some are still exercis-
ing glass ceiling system 
in promoting their staff 
to higher places. In this 
way, teaching profession 
is seemingly becoming 
a female-dominated one. 
Even then, they avoid 
going to far-off regions.  
Every service-man may 
be happy and active at the 
advent of their setting foot 
in civil service, especially 
in teaching career. So long 
as a teacher who leads an 
urban life teaches their pu-
pils, they find it more and 
more uninterested in teach-
ing. They are feeling as if 
shouldering a great burden 
under varied pressure as 
it occurs in a class-room. 

Why? In answer to the 
ever-rising inflation rate, 
most of the teachers cannot 
help thinking for finding an 
extra income to fulfill the 
need for their daily kitchen 
expenditure. To do so, they 
are at least required to give 
private tuitions to weak 
students in their private 
hours. They cannot spend 
their free time with fami-
lies, losing their privacy. 
There is one more burden 
added to the usual pressure 
in their class-rooms. Mon-
ey occupies them nearly all 
the time. The ideas to pur-
sue further knowledge on 
job in their free time van-
ish only in their thoughts. 
We see most of primary 
assistant teachers go back 
home very late at night. 
How exhausting their days 
are!

Teachers are piling up 
in towns and cities, where-
as there is still a shortage 
of teachers in remote rural 
areas. Undeniably, there 
is a huge knowledge gap 
between urban and rural 
regions. We should not 
neglect this affair. It is an 
important factor of de-
grading these areas as ed-
ucationally and socially 
underprivileged locations 
that rural areas are con-
sidered to be sleepy back-
waters for youths because 
there lack basic amenities: 
electricity, internet con-
nection, cinemas, shopping 
centers, places for recre-
ation, etc,. Increasingly, 
there is a rush on knowl-
edge among today’s youths 
for their self-development. 
They think that these are 
available only in civilian 
areas. If we claim that the 
young minds are important 
in building up our nation 
from the state of lagging 
much behind our neighbor-
ing countries in technology 
and in every field to the 
advanced state, we must 
try hard to alleviate the gap 
to the minimum level. Not 
unlike town-dwellers, rural 
residents want state-of-the-
art learning either. To solve 
this problem depends not 
only on the government but 
also upon us all. The gov-
ernment must fulfill mate-
rial needs, that is, try to en-
sure the well-being of all its 
service-men. On our side, 
we must show our reliance, 
warm welcome and great 
respect for our teachers. 
Spiritual support is of vi-

tal importance for all, isn’t 
it? Figuratively speaking, 
it is nutritious sustenance 
to our teachers.   However 
hard the government tried 
to increase their pays and 
wages, the problem can-
not be dealt with under the 
existing circumstances. In-
creasing commodity prices 
follow pay raise. We have 
never seen any ultra-oppor-
tunists to behave other than 
exploitatively. They have 
never missed an opportuni-
ty to manipulate commodi-
ty prices. All business-per-
sons are not necessarily 
ultra-opportunists.  Solving 
this problem is beyond our 
knowledge, and it is only a 
subject matter for the gov-
ernment, economists and 
experts to deal with. In 
my opinion, as we all are 
concerned with these sala-
ry-men in some way or oth-
er, it will be better for us 
to bear consideration and 
kindness in us. If so, boo-
merang effect will surely 
come to us. If we are free 
from worries and woes, 
we will be able to give our 
spare time to broaden our 
knowledge and wisdom, 
which must be relayed 
to youths. Here I want to 
convince the younger that 
today’s outstanding digni-
taries were mostly brought 
up in small towns and vil-
lages void of modernized 
utilities. Their effort and 
eagerness led them to such 
high positions.

A graduate or a high-
er education degree holder, 
ipso facto, cannot be as-
sumed to be well-equipped 
with teaching knowledge. 
A teacher-to-be needs a   
professional training and 
skill, prior to entering the 
teaching world. To become 
a self-motivated teacher 
must have their own in-
terest in teaching, and the 
authorities concerned must 
provide them with neces-
sary supports: trainings and 
financial aids such as in-
centives and considerable 
amount of remuneration. If 
necessary, generous remu-
neration packages need to 
be attached to remote post-
ings. The carrot and stick 
approach can manage to 
persuade them to try harder 
in their jobs. What makes 
a teacher special? As men-
tioned above, a teacher has 
many responsibilities. For 
this, they should be called 
deca-headed person. To be 

able to share students with 
well-rounded education, 
teachers must be trained to 
become well-rounded in-
dividuals. I had ever noted 
that in a way every person 
is a learner and teacher, for 
to live is to learn and one’s 
life always educates those 
who are willing to learn 
from life. Thus you are a 
learner-cum-teacher, as am 
I. Here let’s imagine what 
responsibilities and perfor-
mances we must carry out 
as a teacher. 

1/ A teacher is a guide.
The teacher is a guide 

on the journey of learning. 
As a guide, because of his 
experience, his knowl-
edge of the road and of the 
travelers/ learners, and of 
his great interest in their 
learning, he assumes major 
responsibility for the trip. 
He establishes the aims and 
limits of the trip according 
to the students’ needs and 
abilities. He determines the 
way to be followed, makes 
every aspect of the journey 
more meaningful, and eval-
uates progress. He does all 
this in cooperation with the 
fellow travelers. 

2/ A teacher is a teacher.
The teacher teaches in 

the centuries-old sense of 
teaching. He helps the de-
veloping student to learn 
things he does not know 
and to understand what he 
learns. Modern methods 
and devices do not reduce 
the value of personal teach-
ing. There will always be 
an important place for the 
ancient process of teach-
ing: explaining, making 
clear, and informing. The 
students will not always 
learn from such teaching. 
Whether or not he does 
learn will depend upon 
many conditions. The chief 
conditions are probably
 a/ his motivation and 

readiness to learn, 
 b/ his level of emotional 

and mental develop-
ment in relation to the 
task to be learned, 

 c/ his relation to the 
teacher, 

 d/ his ability to learn by 
means of words, 

 e/ the degree of his free-
dom from fear, and 

 f/ the teacher’s skill  in 
sharing his knowledge 
and experience.
If these conditions 

are reasonably good, then, 
by means of the teach-

ing-learning process, the 
students can learn much 
that is meaningful. 

3/ A teacher is a modern-
izer. 
The teacher expresses 

the experience of man in 
terms that have meaning 
for the student. The older 
and younger generations 
have difficulty in under-
standing each other. The 
experience and language 
of our parents have more 
meaning for us than that of 
our parents’ parents. This 
is true for every generation. 
A student learning today 
is a great distance from a 
large portion of experience 
of man, which, however he 
must understand and make 
a part of his thinking and 
actions if he wants to be 
educated. The teacher must 
help the students lessen the 
distance; otherwise they 
cannot get the learning that 
will enable them to express 
their potential. As part of 
the educative process, the 
teacher will try to modern-
ize styles of language and 
ways of viewing nature and 
society which seem unusu-
al and unfamiliar to the stu-
dent because they are old. 
The principle of modernity 
applies not only to books 
and pictures, but also to all 
the records of man’s expe-
rience. The teacher’s task 
is to express this wealth of 
wisdom and experience in 
modern terms—in terms 
that are meaningful to the 
students of today. As it is 
said, it may be true that 
there is no new thing under 
the sun, but it is encourag-
ing to remember that old 
ideas always need to be 
modernized. At least they 
will be new to our students. 
One of the main purposes 
of education is to release 
the human mind bound by 
narrow and limited expe-
rience. Then the student 
can move forward to the 
thought and experimenta-
tion that leads to the dis-
covery of new truths. Thus, 
true education causes the 
person to be less and less 
tied to a particular time and 
therefore less limited to a 
particular way of living. As 
a modernizer of the old, of 
the unfamiliar, as a bridge 
between the old and the 
new, the teacher must be or 
must be becoming such an 
educated person.

(To be continued)
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Australia’s Prime Minister Tony Abbott speaks to the 
media after meeting with Japan’s Prime Minister 

Shinzo Abe at the state guest house in Tokyo 
 on 7 April, 2014.—ReuteRs

Search for missing Malaysia plane 
enters new phase

Sydney, 28 April — 
The chance of finding float-
ing debris from a missing 
Malaysia Airlines jetliner 
has become highly unlike-
ly, and a new phase of the 
search would focus on a 
far larger area of the Indi-
an Ocean floor, Australian 
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott said on Monday.

The international 
search effort for Malaysia 
Airlines Flight MH370, 
which vanished on March 8 
with 239 people on board, 
has so far failed to turn up 
any trace of wreckage from 
the plane.

Given the amount of 
time that has elapsed, Ab-
bott said that efforts would 
now shift away from the 
visual searches conducted 
by planes and ships and 

towards underwater equip-
ment capable of scouring 
the ocean floor with sophis-
ticated sensors.

Abbott admitted, how-
ever, that it was possible 
nothing would ever be 
found of the jetliner. “We 
will do everything we hu-
manly can, everything we 
reasonably can, to solve 
this mystery,” he told re-
porters in Canberra.

Authorities had fo-
cussed their search on a 10 
square km (6.2 square mile) 
stretch of seabed about 
2,000 miles northwest of 
Perth after detecting what 
they suspected was a signal 
from the plane’s black box 
recorder on 4 April.

But Abbott’s com-
ments appeared to be an 
acknowledgement that the 

search by a US Navy Blue-
fin-21 underwater drone in 
that refined area had failed 
find any sign of the jetliner.

Abbott said that the 

new search area, which 
spans 700 km by 80 km, 
could take between 6-8 
months to completely ex-
amine.—Reuters

Japan, EU to launch  
dialogue on cybersecurity

surrounding cyberspace...
protection of a safe, open 
and secure cyberspace is 
needed.”

Abe and the EU lead-
ers, European Council 
President Herman Van 
Rompuy and European 
Commission President Jose 
Manuel Barroso will also 
agree to hold an inaugural 
meeting of a Japan-EU di-
alogue on the stable use of 
outer space in the latter half 
of this year in Tokyo, the 
draft says. 

 Kyodo News

Tokyo, 28 April — 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
and European Union lead-
ers will agree at a summit 
in Brussels on 7 May to 
launch a dialogue to boost 
cybersecurity, according to 
a draft of a statement to be 
issued after the meeting.

With China as a sus-
pected source of cyberat-
tacks in mind, the draft joint 
press statement, a copy of 
which was obtained Sun-
day by Kyodo News, says, 
“Facing more severe, wide-
spread and globalized risks 

Hungarians march against anti-Semitism after 
far-right poll gains

People par-
ticipate in 
the annual 
“March of 
the Living” 

walk in 
remem-

brance of 
the more 
than half 
million 

Hungarian 
Jews that 
died in the 
Holocaust 

during 
World 

War Two, 
in Buda-
pest, on 
27 April, 

2014.
ReuteRs

BudapeST, 28 April 
— Tens of thousands of 
Hungarians joined a protest 
march on Sunday against 
anti-Semitism, three weeks 
after the far-right Jobbik 
party won nearly a quarter 
of votes cast in a national 
election.

Budapest’s annual 
‘March of the Living’ has 
drawn an increasing num-
ber of participants in recent 
years to commemorate the 
deaths of around half a mil-
lion Hungarian Jews dur-
ing the Holocaust in World 
War Two.

The marchers, many 
holding European Union 
and Israeli flags, attended 
the inauguration of a Holo-
caust monument on a bank 
of the Danube where Jews 
were executed during the 
war. They then marched in 

silence through the city to 
an old railway station from 
which trains departed 70 
years ago for Nazi death 
camps.

More people are taking 
part because they fear an-
ti-Semitism is again on the 
rise, said Miklos Deutsch, 
64, a restaurant manager, 
after a shofar, a traditional 
Jewish instrument made 
from a ram’s horn, gave 
the signal for the march to 
start.

“The cause, indeed, is 
poverty. When the econ-
omy does not really work 
and people are poor, some-
body has to be blamed, and 
the Jews and the gypsies 
are blamed,” he said.

“The strengthening of 
Jobbik is dangerous,” add-
ed Deutsch, whose parents 
lost most of their relatives 

in the Holocaust.
Unemployment has 

fallen under the rule of 
Prime Minister Viktor Or-
ban’s conservative Fidesz 
party, which again secured 
a two-thirds parliamentary 
majority in this month’s 
election.

But many Hungarians 
still struggle to make ends 
meet and this discontent 
has helped Jobbik increase 
its support to 21 percent of 
the national vote from 16 
percent four years ago.

Jobbik denies being 
anti-Semitic but does little 
to dispel its reputation for 
intolerance. Its followers 
are often openly hostile to 
Jews and other ethnic and 
religious minorities.

“Anti-Semitism has 
risen. You can feel that 
in all segments of socie-

ty: in politics, in media, 
in schools and in social 
intercourse,” said another 
marcher, Gyorgy Burjan, 
a retired engineer, adding 
that Jobbik had capitalized 
on that.

Jewish groups have 
also protested against a 
plan to build a memorial 
to Hungary’s 1944 German 
occupation, saying it would 
conceal the responsibility 
of local authorities who 
collaborated with the Ger-
mans to ship hundreds of 
thousands to the camps.

After Sunday’s march, 
around 600 participants 
boarded a train bound for 
Poland, where they were 
due to take part in a com-
memoration at the Nazi 
death camp of Auschwitz 
near Krakow.

Reuters

Pro-Russian protesters 
occupy TV building in 

eastern Ukraine
kiev, 28 April — 

Hundreds of pro-Russian 
protesters stormed and 
occupied a regional tele-
vision station building in 
Ukraine’s eastern city of 
Donetsk Sunday afternoon, 
the Interfax-Ukraine news 
agency reported.

The protesters broke 
the gate of the building and 
entered the regional tele-
vision facility as about 30 
policemen stood idle near-
by and did not intervene, it 
said.

Some 500 protest-
ers gathered in front of 
the building, chanting  

slogans like “Russia!” and 
“Kiev cannot administer 
Donetsk!” and demand-
ing the television station 
broadcast Russian TV 
programmes, instead of 
Ukrainian programmes.

Some people hoisted 
a flag of “the People’s Re-
public of Donetsk” on the 
top of the building.

Earlier this month, 
pro-Russian protesters 
staged a rally to demand 
a referendum and some 
protesters complained that 
the television station did 
not give them a chance to 
speak.—Xinhua

US, Europe must act  
collectively to impose 
sanctions on Russia

kuala lumpur, 28 
April — US President Ba-
rack Obama said here on 
Sunday that the United 
States and European coun-
tries should act collectively 
to impose sanctions on Rus-
sia for its actions in Ukraine.

“We’re going to be in 
a stronger position to deter 
Mr Putin when he sees that 
the world is unified and 
the United States and Eu-
rope is unified rather than 
this is just a US-Russian 
conflict, “ Obama said at a 
joint Press conference after 

meeting Malaysian Prime 
Minister Najib Razak.

Obama said although 
an international agreement 
had been signed to de-es-
calate the crisis, Russia had 
not lifted a finger to help. 
“In fact, there is strong ev-
idence that they (Russia) 
have been encouraging the 
kinds of activities that have 
taken place (in Ukraine),” 
he said.

Obama is on a three-
day official visit to Malay-
sia, which began on Satur-
day.—Xinhua

US 
President 
Barack 
Obama 
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Hague challenges Scottish leader’s EU 
membership plans

London, 28 April —  
Scotland faces lengthy and 
difficult negotiations to 
stay in the European Union 
if it votes to leave Britain 
this year and it will end up 
worse off than at present, 
British Foreign Secretary 
William Hague told Scot-
tish leader Alex Salmond 
in a letter.

Scots will vote in a ref-
erendum on 18 September 
on whether to quit the Unit-
ed Kingdom. In the event 
of a “Yes” vote, Salmond 
hopes to agree a “smooth 
transition” to renewing 
Scotland’s EU membership 
before it declares inde-
pendence from London in 
March 2016.

Britain’s main political 

parties, including Hague’s 
ruling Conservatives, want 
Scotland to remain in the 
United Kingdom, but re-
cent opinion polls show 
supporters of independence 
catching up on the pro-un-
ion camp.

“Scotland’s negoti-
ations to join the EU are 
likely to be complex and 
long and the outcome 

Britain’s Foreign 
Secretary 

William Hague 
arrives for a 

cabinet meeting 
at 10 Downing 

Street in central 
London on 8 
April , 2014.

ReuteRs

would certainly prove less 
advantageous than the sta-
tus quo,” Hague said in his 
letter.

The letter, written 
ahead of a speech on Mon-
day by Salmond in Bruges, 
Belgium, urges the Scottish 
First Minister to provide 
clarity on key issues re-
garding Scotland’s future 
EU membership so voters 

can be better informed in 
their choice.

“The terms of EU 
membership which your 
government has said it 
will seek to secure for an 
independent Scotland are 
at odds with the EU’s own 
rules of membership,” 
he said, raising doubts 
over how Salmond would 
convince all 28 EU mem-
ber states to allow Scotland 
special opt-outs such as on 
adopting the euro.

Britain negotiated a 
legal opt-out from joining 
the euro but all new EU 
member states are required 
to sign up to joining the 
common currency at some 
future date.

Reuters

For Washington, Palestinian pact not 
the end of Middle East peace hopes

Washington, 28 April 
—  The unity pact be-
tween Palestinian President 
Mahmoud Abbas and the 
militant group Hamas dealt 
a sharp punch to US-driv-
en peace negotiations with 
Israel, but the Americans 
insisted it was not a fatal 
blow to the struggling talks.

Washington was 
stunned by the deal an-
nounced on Wednesday 
between Fatah, the faction 
that leads the West Bank, 
and Hamas, which rules the 
Gaza Strip and is viewed 
as a terrorist organization 
by the United States, the 
European Union and Israel. 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu immedi-
ately suspended participa-
tion in the peace process 
brokered by US Secretary 
of State John Kerry.

But US negotiators are 
not expected to give up on 
the process, in which Kerry 

Senior Fatah official Azzam Al-Ahmed (L), head of the Hamas government Ismail 
Haniyeh (C) and senior Hamas leader Moussa Abu Marzouq hold their hands after 
announcing a reconciliation agreement in Gaza City on 23 April , 2014.—ReuteRs

UK to host international 
meeting on stolen 
Ukrainian assets

London, 28 April —
London will host a two-
day international meeting 
this week aimed at helping 
Ukraine’s government to 
recover stolen assets, Brit-
ain’s interior ministry said 
on Monday.

Since the toppling of 
President Viktor Yanuk-
ovich in February, Ukrain-
ian prosecutors have ac-
cused him and his aides of 
stealing billions of dollars. 
Yanukovich has said he has 
no foreign bank accounts 
or property abroad.

The 29-30 April 
Ukraine Forum on Asset 
Recovery, jointly organ-
ised by Britain and the 
United States, will be at-
tended by senior govern-
ment officials, judicial ex-
perts, prosecutors, financial 
intelligence analysts and 
regulators.

Ukrainian Interior 
Minister Arsen Avakov 
and US Attorney General 
Eric Holder will be among 
those meeting in London.

“Building on our ex-
pertise in the field of as-
set recovery, it will also 
provide practical leader-
ship and assistance to the 
Ukrainian government as 

they identify and recov-
er assets looted under the 
Yanukovich regime and 
introduce political and 
economic reform,” British 
Home Secretary Theresa 
May said.

London is the top des-
tination for money from the 
former Soviet Union and 
many Ukrainian oligarchs 
have assets there.

Last month, Britain 
said it had been given a list 
of people suspected of be-
ing involved in the theft of 
Ukrainian assets and that it 
would send a team to Kiev 
to seek further evidence.

The Home Office (in-
terior ministry) said that as 
well as planning practical 
steps for Ukraine, the meet-
ing would work on interna-
tional cooperation for the 
early tracing of assets and 
look at ways to trace assets 
hidden behind complex 
corporate structures.

“The message is clear 
— we are making it hard-
er than ever for corrupt 
regimes or individuals 
around the world to move, 
hide and profit from the 
proceeds of their crime,” 
said May.

Reuters

has invested thousands of 
hours and a great deal of 
political capital. There is 
also little for Washington 
to lose by monitoring de-
velopments, while pushing 
the two sides toward recon-
ciliation.

“This will probably 
slow things down, but it 
will resume at some point,” 
said Aaron David Miller, 
a former US State Depart-
ment peace negotiator now 
at the Wilson Center in 
Washington.

“There is no need for 
the United States to walk 
away from this, and it 
would be stupid, frankly,” 
he said.

Washington is Israel’s 
closest ally, and President 
Barack Obama has already 
faced strong criticism at 
home and abroad over his 
handling of foreign policy. 
Obama has been accused 
of neglect for Asia — 

where he has traveled this 
week — and weakness in 
Europe, where Russia has 
annexed the Crimean Pen-
insula and is threatening 
eastern Ukraine.

Months of meetings 
since last summer have 
produced no sign of pro-
gress in the talks, aimed 
at creating an independent 
Palestinian state on land 
captured by Israel in a 1967 
war. Palestinians want East 
Jerusalem to be capital of 
the state they seek in the 
occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, and want Israe-
li soldiers and more than 
half a million settlers gone. 
Israeli settlement construc-
tion has been a major ob-
stacle in the negotiations. 
Citing security concerns 
and historic and Biblical 
links to the territory, Israel 
says it intends to keep large 
settlement blocs in any fu-
ture peace deal.—Reuters

US supports 
Pakistan’s 
peace talks 

with Taleban
isLamabad, 28 April — 

The United States supports 
Pakistan’s peace dialogue 
with the Taleban militants to 
promote peace and end vio-
lence, a US envoy has said.

James Dobbins, the US 
special representative for 
Afghanistan and Pakistan, 
who held talks with sen-
ior Pakistani leaders, said 
Washington backs Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif’s 
policy to hold dialogue with 
the Taleban.

“We support Pakistan’s 
efforts to establish the rule of 
law in Pakistan to eliminate 
violent extremism, not just 
the violent extremists who 
attack Pakistan, but the vio-
lent extremists who operate 
from Pakistani territory and 
attack neighbouring socie-
ties, “ Dobbins told the Pa-
kistan Television in an inter-
view, aired on Saturday.

He said Pakistani lead-
ers have also adopted a pol-
icy to give a tough response 
to the militants if they resort 
to terrorism.

Besides Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif, the US envoy 
met the army chief, Gen Ra-
heel Sharif, and several key 
ministers and discussed bi-
lateral cooperation between 
the two countries in various 
fields and peace in Afghani-
stan. Talking about Afghan-
istan, the US envoy said 
Pakistan’s relations with 
Afghanistan have improved 
under Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif, saying that some 
statements from Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai has 
caused tensions.

Xinhua

On this annual Day of Remembrance, we pay trib-
ute to the victims of chemical warfare.

The horrific use of chemical weapons in the Syrian 
Arab Republic in 2013 casts a shadow over this year’s 
commemoration. I cannot forget the deeply shocking 
images  I saw. The use of chemical weapons in Syria 
was a deplorable offense against humanity.

The multinational effort to rid Syria of its chemi-
cal weapons programme shows what can be done when 
the international community comes together. Although 
there is still more  to do, 90 per cent of Syria’s chemical 
weapons have now been either removed or destroyed.

I take this opportunity to reiterate that any use of 
chemical weapons under any circumstances would be a 
grave violation of the 1925 Protocol and other relevant 
rules of customary international law.

I also reiterate the importance of the 1997 Chemical 
Weapons Convention.  Six countries remain outside the 
Convention: Angola, Egypt, Israel, the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea, Myanmar and South Sudan. 

Until membership is universal and the last stock-
piles of chemical weapons are destroyed, our work will 
not be done. We must not relax our vigilance. We must 
do our utmost  to deter any future incidents. 

On this solemn day, let us renew our common 
pledge to eliminate all chemical weapons. I once again 
urge all States that have not yet done so, to adhere to the 
Convention without delay.  Only then can we finally put 
to rest the threat of chemical weapons.

UNIC/Yangon

United Nations Secretary General’s
 Message on the day of  

remembrance for victims of 
chemical warfare 

29 April , 2014
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Thai opposition leader meets military head as crisis deepens
Bangkok, 28 April 

— Thai opposition leader 
Abhisit Vejjajiva met the 
head of the armed forces on 
Monday to discuss ways to 
avert a potential showdown 
between political groups 
next month that threatens 
more violence and further 
economic damage in a six-
month crisis.

Former prime minister 
Abhisit, who met Armed 
Forces Supreme Command-
er General Thanasak Pati-
maprakorn, has asked for 
two weeks to try to resolve 
the crisis peacefully.

“He (Thanasak) sup-
ports what I want, which 
is to bring all sides togeth-
er to find a way out for the 
country,” Abhisit told re-
porters after the two-hour 
meeting. “The commander 
underscored that political 
problems must be solved 
through political means.”

Prime Minister Yin-
gluck Shinawatra has faced 
months of anti-government 
protests aimed at remov-
ing her to make way for an 
unelected “people’s coun-
cil” that would oversee 
reforms to tackle alleged 

Thailand’s opposition leader and former Prime Minister Abhisit Vejjajiva gestures 
during an interview with foreign media at his Democrat Party headquarters in  

Bangkok on 23 April, 2014. — ReuteRs

graft and rid the country of 
the influence of her broth-
er, former premier Thaksin 
Shinawatra. The protesters 
accuse former telecoms ty-
coon Thaksin of corruption 
and nepotism, which he 
denies. Thaksin was oust-
ed in a 2006 military coup 
and lives in self-imposed 
exile to avoid a jail sentence 
handed down in 2008.

The military, which 
has intervened frequently 
in politics in the past, has 
stayed out of the fray this 
time, although its leaders 
have said they will inter-
vene if violence worsens.

Twenty-five people 
have been killed in politi-
cally related violence since 
the unrest began in Novem-
ber, most of them in shoot-

ings and grenade blasts.
The turmoil has dent-

ed business confidence, 
especially as Yingluck has 
headed a caretaker govern-
ment with limited powers 
since dissolving parliament 
in December.

Data on Monday 
showed that industrial out-
put in March was 10.4 per-
cent lower than in March 

last year. The central bank 
has warned that the econ-
omy could contract in the 
first quarter compared with 
the final three months of 
2013. It has cut its 2014 
growth forecast several 
times and said last week it 
would probably fall short of 
its most recent forecast of 
2.7 percent.

A controversial am-
nesty bill that could have 
allowed Thaksin to return 
without facing jail time 
helped kick-start the pro-
tests by the People’s Dem-
ocratic Reform Committee 
(PDRC) last year, which 
soon turned into a move-
ment to remove Yingluck.

The long-running cri-
sis broadly pits the mostly 
poorer supporters of Yin-
gluck and Thaksin against 
the Bangkok-based middle 
class and conservative es-
tablishment. The demon-
strations have waned in 
recent weeks but that has 
not deterred protest leader 
Suthep Thaugsuban, who 
has promised a “final push” 
to oust Yingluck in May.

The protesters are now 
banking on a set of legal 

cases that could lead to Yin-
gluck’s removal from office 
within weeks.

She has been charged 
with abuse of power for her 
transfer of National Secu-
rity Council chief Thawil 
Pliensri in 2011, which op-
ponents say was done for 
personal and party political 
reasons. If found guilty, she 
may have to step down.

Yingluck has until Fri-
day to present her defence.

She also faces charges 
of dereliction of duty over 
a state rice subsidy scheme 
that has incurred billions 
of dollars in losses and left 
hundreds of thousands of 
farmers unpaid.

So far, opposition lead-
er Abhisit’s proposal for an 
election to take place along-
side political reforms has 
met with a lukewarm re-
sponse from both pro-gov-
ernment “red shirt” leaders 
and protest leader Suthep.

The protesters disrupt-
ed a 2 February general 
election, which was nulli-
fied by a court in March, 
and insist there should be 
no new vote until reforms 
are in place.—Reuters

Taiwan gov’t suspends construction 
of 4th nuclear power plant

Taipei, 28 April — Tai-
wan Premier Jiang Yi-huah 
announced on Monday the 
suspension of construction 
of the island’s controver-
sial fourth nuclear power 
station, pending a public 
referendum on whether to 
resume it. “By suspending 
the construction, we hope 
the public will have time to 
think and discuss the issue 
before they determine at 
the ballot box,” Jiang told 
a Press conference.

The announcement 
came after President Ma 
Ying-jeou said on Friday 
he would let the Taiwanese 
people decide the fate of 
the problem-plagued fourth 
nuclear power plant in a 
public referendum.

The opposition Dem-

Japan, Australia eye boosting tech 
cooperation in defence equipment

perTh, 28 April — 
Japanese Defence Minis-
ter Itsunori Onodera and 

Japanese Defence Minister Itsunori Onodera (R) 
shakes hands with his Australian counterpart David 
Johnston before a dinner party in Perth, Australia,  

on 27 April, 2014. — Kyodo News

his Australian counterpart 
David Johnston agreed on 
Monday to expand tech-

ocratic Progressive Party 
wants the referendum to be 
held by the end of this year, 
but Jiang said there is no 
timetable for it to be held.

Ma recently said it 
should take place after a 
safety check is completed.

That prompted the 
DPP to accuse Ma, who 
has been in power since 
2008, of aiming to leave 
the decades-old problem 
for his successor to tackle 
since his second four-year 
term might well end by the 
time a safety check is com-
pleted.

Jiang dismissed the 
DPP’s proposal for a spe-
cial law authorizing a ref-
erendum to be held on the 
fate of the facility by the 
end of this year, while he 

also rejected the opposition 
party’s call for lowering 
the legal threshold for the 
referendum.

Many Taiwanese have 
called for suspension of the 
construction of the fourth 
facility, following a string 
of construction delays and 
management blunders.

Concerns about the 
safety of nuclear power 
flared up again in the wake 
of the 11 March , 2011, 
Fukushima nuclear disaster 
in Japan. Taiwan has three 
operating nuclear power 
stations — two in the north 
and one in the south. All 
have operated safely for 
many years, while provid-
ing nearly 20 percent of the 
island’s electricity.

Kyodo News

China to finish analysis of air pollutant around 
Beijing

nological cooperation in 
defence equipment after 
Japan relaxed its arms em-
bargo.

Johnston also ex-
pressed support for Japan’s 
move toward lifting its ban 
on exercising the right to 
collective self-defence, 
Onodera told reporters af-
ter the talks in the western 
coastal city of Perth in Aus-
tralia.

The meeting came 
after summit talks in ear-
ly April between Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe and 
his Australian counterpart 
Tony Abbott in Tokyo. The 
leaders agreed to start ne-
gotiations for a framework 
agreement on joint devel-
opment of defense equip-
ment. — Kyodo News

Beijing, 28 April — 
An analysis of the sources 
of air pollution in Beijing, 
Tianjin and Shijiazhuang 
will be finished by the end 
of June, an official with 
China’s environmental au-
thority said on Sunday.

The environmental au-
thorities are working with 
the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences and the Chinese 

Academy of Engineering 
to conduct the research and 
will jointly release reports 
on the results in the re-
search, said Zhao Yingmin, 
director of the pollution 
control and management 
department of the Ministry 
of Environmental Protec-
tion.

Zhao made the re-
marks when giving a report 

on air pollution in China to 
the Environment and Re-
sources Protection Com-
mittee of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress, China’s top 
legislature.

The analysis of the 
sources of air pollution in 
Beijing has already been 
finished and published 
earlier this month and the 
result revealed that about 

64 percent to 72 percent of 
the air pollutants in Beijing 
are locally generated, Zhao 
said.

The official said the 
yearly average density of 
fine particular matter, or 
PM2.5, in Beijing last year 
was 89.5 micrograms per 
cubic meter, far beyond the 
pollution control cap target 
of 60.—Xinhua

Asia to remain 5.4 pct economic 
growth in 2014, IMF report
hong kong, 28 April 

— Economic growth in 
Asia is projected to re-
main steady at 5.4 percent 
in 2014 and 5.5 percent 
in 2015, the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) said 
in a report published on 
Monday.

External demand is set 
to pick up alongside the 
recovery in advanced econ-
omies, and domestic de-

mand should remain solid 
across most of the region, 
said the IMF’s Regional 
Economic Outlook for Asia 
and Pacific.

The report — Sustain-
ing the Momentum: Vigi-
lance and Reforms — said 
that the region has strength-
ened its resilience to global 
risks and will continue as a 
source of global economic 
dynamism.—Xinhua
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Advertise with us! 

For inquries to place an  

advertisement in the NLM, 

Please email 

wallace.tun@gmail.com

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY

MYANMA OIL ANd GAS ENTERPRISE
(8/2014)

        Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in United States Dollars 
and Myanmar Kyats.
Sr.No           Tender No                           Description                                                          Remark 
 (1) IFB -001(14-15)  Skid Mounted Water Transfer Pump with            US$
   Motor Driven (700 gpm, 700 ft head)
 (2) IFB -002(14-15) API Class ‘G’ Cemeny (1,000) Ton   US$ 
 (3) IFB -003(14-15) Spare for HDD Rig          US$ 
 (4)  IFB -004(14-15) Spares for Rig Engine/Rig Pump Ex HDD Rig US$
 (5)  IFB -005(14-15) Assorted Sizes of Drilling Rock Bits US$
 (6)  DMP/L-001(14-15) B-40, B-60 & B-80 Shale Shaker Screens KS
 (7)  DMP/L-002(14-15) CCTV Camera and Accessories    KS
 (8) DMP/L-003(14-15) 18R 22.5-20 PR Radial Tyre Complete Set  KS
   and 20.5 x 25-24 Ply Tyre
 (9) DMP/L-004(14-15) 6.0 Sqmm Wire Cable and Heat Shrink Tube KS
 (10) DMP/L-005(14-15) 9 5/8” Float shoes and Collars KS
   (P-110, 53.5 lb/ft)
      -Tender Closing Date & Time -     26-5-2014, 16:30 Hr.
								Tender	Document	shall	be	available	during	office	hours	commencing	from	29th April, 2014 at the 
Finance Department, Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No (44) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph: +95 67 - 411097/411206

CLAIMS dAY NOTICE
MV wEST SCENT VOY NO (042)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV west sCent 
VOY NO (042) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 29.4.2014 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of a.w.p.t where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY dEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S INTERASIA LINES
phone No: 256908/378316/376797

CLAIMS dAY NOTICE
MV YANGON  STAR VOY NO (7JOO5R)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV yangon 
star VOY NO (7J005R) are hereby notified that the 
vessel will be arriving on 29.4.2014 and cargo will be 
discharged into the premises of m.i.p where it will 
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject 
to the byelaws and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY dEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S CMA CGM  LINE
phone No: 256908/378316/376797

CLAIMS dAY NOTICE
MV NINOS VOY NO (1015w)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV NiNOs Voy 
NO (1015w) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 28.4.2014 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of h.p.t where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY dEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S CHINA SHIPPING LINES
phone No: 2301185

CLAIMS dAY NOTICE
MV dANU BHUM VOY NO (366N)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV danu bhuM 
VOY NO (366N) are hereby notified that the vessel 
will be arriving on 28.4.2014 and cargo will be dis-
charged into the premises of m.i.p where it will lie 
at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to 
the byelaws and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY dEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S REGIONAL CONTAINER 
LINES

phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Bank Holiday
    all Banks will be closed 
on 1st may  (thursday)  
2014, may day,  being 
public holiday under the 
Negotiable instruments 
act.
 Central Bank of myanmar

CLAIMS dAY NOTICE
MV HONG LINH VOY NO (   )
Consignees of cargo carried on MV hONg liNh 

VOY NO (  ) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 28.4.2014 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of s.p.w(2) where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byel-
aws and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day 
now declared as the third day after final discharge of 
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted 
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY dEPARTMENT 
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY 

AGENT FOR: M/S HANNARA SHIPPING 
CO LTd

phone No: 2301186

A police officer controls 
traffic at an intersection 
in Hachioji in suburban 
Tokyo on the night of 27 
April, 2014, where traffic 

signals were cut off by 
a power outage. Around 
300,000 homes in subur-
ban Tokyo lost power in 

the outage.
Kyodo News

death toll 
rises to 11 as 
Tornadoes 

strike central, 
south US
Houston, 28 april — 

a severe storm system hit 
the central and southern 
United states on sunday, 
spawning powerful torna-
does and killing as many 
as 11 people in arkansas 
and Oklahoma, Us media 
reported. the storm swept 
across the midwest, cen-
tral and southern parts of 
the country on sunday af-
ternoon. more than a doz-
en tornadoes formed and 
touched down in several 
states including arkansas 
and Oklahoma, which are 
the most devastated areas.

a total of 10 peo-
ple were confirmed dead 
in arkansas, according 
to local tV KthV. matt 
DeCample, a spokesman 
for the governor’s office, 
told the media earlier the 
tornado killed four people 
in Faulkner County, three 
people in pulaski County 
and one person in white 
County. But the Faulkner 
County sheriffs Office 
said later at least six people 
were confirmed dead and 
the toll is expected to rise.

the tornado ripped 
through the area at around 
7 pm Cst and continued 
creating destruction for 
more than an hour, the 
report said. an interstate 
highway was shut down 
due to multiple wrecks, in-
cluding overturned trucks 
and destroyed vehicles.

homes in several 
towns are flattened, accord-
ing to sheriff andy shock 
with the Faulkner County 
sheriffs Office. Emergency 
crew members are scouring 
the area for people.

in Oklahoma, a torna-
do touched down in Qua-
paw, a small town around 
320 km northeast of Okla-
homa city, the state’s cap-
ital city late sunday, the 
Oklahoman reported.

Media reports said 
earlier at least two have 
died, but an official later 
confirmed one was dead 
and six others were injured. 
the injuries were believed 
to be non-life-threatening.

Xinhua
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Kevin Spacey’s Lungi Dance with Deepika 
Padukone steals the show at IIFA 2014

Tampa Bay, (Florida), 
28 April — Hollywood ac-
tor-cum-filmmaker Kevin 
Spacey was the showsteal-
er at the International Indi-
an Film Academy (IIFA) 
Awards — he danced on 
the stage to the tunes of the 
Lungi Dance number with 
Bollywood star Deepika 
Padukone.

The occasion was at 
the IIFA Awards night on 

Saturday when the show’s 
hosts Farhan Akhtar and 
Shahid Kapoor request-
ed Kevin to shake a leg to 
the Bollywood number. He 
happily obliged them.

Wearing a lungi, the 
wrap-around for males, 
the actor danced to the hit 
number from super hit Hin-
di movie Chennai Express 
with Deepika, who played 
the female lead in the ro-

mantic comedy. Farhan 
and Shahid also joined in.

“It is great to be here 
and see the performances 
at IIFA,” said the Oscar 
winning actor, known for 
his work in The Usual Sus-
pects and American Beau-
ty. He also clicked a selfie 
with a few celebrities who 
attended the award func-
tion.

PTI Kevin shakes a leg with Deepika and Shahid.— PTI

Dutch singer 
Mr Probz tops 
British music 

charts
London, 28 April 

— Dutch hip hop artist 
turned singer Mr Probz 
went straight in at the top 
of the British singles chart 
on Sunday with his track 
“Waves”, the Official 
Charts Company said.

The single, which has 
sold nearly 127,000 cop-
ies in Britain over the past 
seven days, has also been 
a top-10 hit in Belgium, 
France and the Netherlands 
after being remixed by 
German DJ and producer 
Robin Schulz.

Singer Mr Probz arrives 
on the red carpet for 

the Echo Music Awards 
ceremony in Berlin on 27 
March , 2014.—ReuTeRs

‘Captain America,’ ‘Rio’ 
bring early summer heat to 

Hollywood
Los angeLes, 28 April 

— Hollywood is remaking 
one of its most cherished 
traditions: the summer 
blockbuster.

Unlike last year, when 
every summer weekend 
seemed to bring one or more 
mega-budget films, this 
year studios have spread 
out their most expensive 
entries for the warm weath-
er months that traditionally 
make up roughly 40 percent 
of annual ticket sales.

This year, the parade 
of super heroes, animated 
films and big-budget se-
quels started two months 
earlier, in March instead of 
May. So far, moviegoers are 
lining up. Six films released 
since 7 March have passed 
or are nearing $100 million 
in US and Canadian ticket 
sales, according to tracking 
firm Rentrak. Walt Disney 
Co’s “Captain America: 
The Winter Soldier” has 
collected $225 million so 
far. “Divergent” from Li-
ons Gate Entertainment 

Actress Scarlett Johansson (R) gestures to the crowd 
during an interview at the UK premiere of “Captain 

America: The Winter Soldier:” at Shepherds Bush in 
London, on 20 March, 2014.—ReuTeRs

‘Other Woman’ seizes box office crown 
from ‘Captain America’

Los angeLes / new 
york, 28 April — “The 
Other Woman,” a fe-
male-centered comedy 
about marital infidelity, el-
bowed aside three-time box 
office champion “Captain 
America: The Winter Sol-
dier” to win the race at US 
and Canadian theaters this 
weekend.

“The Other Woman” 
had ticket sales of $24.7 
million, while “Captain 
America: The Winter Sol-
dier” took in $16 million, 
bringing its total domestic 
sales since its 4 April re-
lease to $ 225 million.

The PG-rated faith-

Cast members (from L-R) Nicki Minaj, Leslie Mann, Cameron Diaz, Taylor Kinney 
and Kate Upton pose at the premiere of the film “The Other Woman’’ in Los Angeles, 
California on 21 April, 2014. The movie opens in the US on 25  April .—ReuTeRs

based drama “Heaven Is 
for Real” came in third 
with $13.8 million for the 
period of Friday through 
Sunday, according to es-
timates from box office 
tracking firm Rentrak.

“The Other Woman”, 
starring Cameron Diaz and 
Kate Upton as women dat-
ing the same married man, 
overcame largely negative 
reviews to far surpass in-
dustry expectations of an 
opening weekend in the re-
gion of $17 million.

The $ 40 million film 
also stars Leslie Mann as 
the wife who teams up 
with the two women to get 

revenge on her cheating 
husband, played by Danish 
actor Nikolaj Coster-Wal-
dau, known for his role as 
Jaime Lannister in the pop-
ular HBO series “Game of 
Thrones”.

“We significantly 
overperformed,” said Spen-
cer Klein, senior vice presi-
dent general sales manager 
for 20th Century Fox, the 
unit of Twenty-First Cen-
tury Fox that released the 
film. “’The Other Woman’ 
once again proves the pow-
er of female comedies,” 
Klein said, adding that tim-
ing also contributed to its 
success.—Reuters

Corp has earned $139 mil-
lion, and Fox’s “Rio 2” has 
grossed $96 million.

In the same period last 
year, only three releases 
had reached that mark. This 
year’s early start to summer 
has pushed the 2014 box 
office to $3.1 billion, a 9.4 
percent hike from last year, 
according to Rentrak.

“I’d rather have us in 
April with relatively no 
competition than in July 
with a huge movie ahead of 
us and a huge movie behind 
us,” Alan Horn, chairman of 
Walt Disney Studios, said 
of the release strategy for 
“Captain America.” “It’s 
hard to find dates.”

“Captain America” set 
an April record when its 
opening weekend sales hit 
$95 million. With no other 
big-screen superheroes to 
battle, the Marvel Studi-
os sequel topped domestic 
box office charts for three 
straight weeks, a feat that’s 
hard to accomplish in the 
busy summer.—Reuters

Last week’s number 
one, Canadian singer-song-
writer Kiesza’s debut single 
“Hideaway”, dropped one 
spot to second place while 
fellow former chart-topper 
London-based dance music 
duo Sigma also slipped one 
place to number three with 
“Nobody to Love”. In the 
album chart, Paolo Nutini 
spends a second week at 
number one with his third 
album “Caustic Love”, the 
fastest selling album of the 
year so far.—Reuters

Priyanka Chopra: I have a huge fear of failure
Tampa Bay, (Flori-

da), 28 April — National 
Award-winning Bollywood 
actress Priyanka Chopra, 
who attended a panel dis-
cussion on acting with Hol-
lywood actor-cum-film-
maker Kevin Spacey at the 
International Indian Film 
Academy (IIFA) Weekend 
and Awards here, says she 
has a huge fear of failure.

Priyanka has proved 
her mettle through films Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra

like Saat Khoon Maaf, 
Barfi! and Fashion, but 
says she always had the 
fear of failure.

“I have a huge fear of 
failure. Failure drives me. 
If the film fails, it feels bad. 
I stay in a room for two 
weeks.

When I was doing 
Barfi!, people told me it is 
not a heroine kind of a film, 
don’t do it. But I was sure I 
would do it and I am hap-

py with the response,” she 
said.

Recalling her journey 
as an actress in the Hin-
di film industry, she said: 
“For me, acting happened 
by chance. I was 17 years 
old when I became Miss 
World. I was reading a 
leading film magazine and 
I happened to read the in-
terview of Amitabh Bach-
chan where he said how 
many scenes one does in a 

film is not important. What 
is important is that peo-
ple should remember you 
when they come out of the 
theatre after watching the 
film.”

“In commercial Indi-
an cinema, female actors 
don’t have parts to prove. 
But I feel fortunate that 
whatever roles I have done 
till now, be it big or small, 
all have done well for me,” 
she added.—PTI
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MYANMAR TV MYANMAR 
INTERNATIONAL

(29-4-14 07:00am~  
30-4-14 07:00am) MST

(29-4-2014, Tuesday)
6:00 am
1. Paritta by Min Gun   

Sayadaw
6:20 am
2. Physical Exercises
7:00 am
3. News/ Weather Report
7:40 am
4. Documentary
8:30 am
5. India Drama Series
9:00 am
6. News/ International 

News
9:30 am
7.  Documentary
10:50 am
8.  TV Drama Series
11:30 am
9. Tamyethnar 

Takwetsar
12:00 pm
10. News/International   

News/Weather 
Report

12:25 pm
11. Myanmar Video
2:10 pm
12.  Documentary
3:15 pm
13. Teleplay
4:00 pm
14. News/ Weather 

Report
4:15 pm
15.  University of      

Distance Education   
(TV Lectures)  
Third Year    
(Zoology)

5:00 pm
16. News
5:15 pm
17. Business News
6:00 pm
18. News/ Weather 

Report
6:40 pm
19. TV Drama Series
7:00 pm
20. News
8:00 pm
21. News/International   

News/Weather 
Report

9:00 pm
22. News
23. Alinka Wat Yi Music 

Troupe

*  Local News
* Me N My Travel With 

Maria (Night Market of 
Pyay) (Episode-4)

* World News
* A village where old 

traditions prevails
* Local News
*	History	of	Wishfulfill-

ing Mai-Lamu Pagoda
* World News
* The Art of Making 

Glaze Ware
* Local News
* Choral Dance by Fe-

male Dancers
* World News
* Marketable 

Goods-(Myanmar Arts 
& Handicrafts)

* Local News
* “Myanmar’s Traditions 

and Culture” Tea
* World News
* Made in Myanmar 

“Mixxo”
*  Local News
* Tumbling Doll,  

Pyit Tine Htaung
* World News
* Product of Myanmar - 

Seashells Products
* Local News
* Taste of Myanmar 

(Shan Noodle Salad)
* World News
* Bago : A City of Fa-

mous Historic Pagoda
* Local News
* We’ll leave after 12 

passengers are on 
Board ……..

* World News
* Mogok: The Colourful 

Land of Rubies
* Local News
* Visiting to  

Mawlamyaing Trip 
* World News
* Kyaikhteeyoe: My 

Father The Porter

Liverpool striker Luis Suarez

Liverpool’s Suarez named English PFA player of the year

London, 28 April —
Controversial Liverpool 
striker Luis Suarez was 
named the English Profes-
sional Footballers’ Associ-
ation (PFA) player of the 
year on Sunday.

The 27-year-old Uru-
guayan, who will lead 
his country at the World 
Cup in Brazil in June, has 
scored 30 goals and con-
tributed 12 assists this sea-
son as Liverpool head the 
Premier League table with 
two matches remaining.

“The Premier League 
is full of really great play-

ers and so it is a great hon-
our when these players 
recognise your work on the 
pitch,” Suarez said.

He claimed the hon-
our ahead of team mates 
Steven Gerrard and Dan-
iel Sturridge, as well as 
Chelsea	 midfielder	 Eden	
Hazard, Manchester City’s 
Yaya Toure and Adam 
Lallana of Premier League 
surprise packages South-
ampton.

The irrepressible Su-
arez,	 the	 first	 Liverpool	
player since Ian Rush in 
1986-87 to score 30 league 

goals in a season, has 
helped the likes of fellow 
striker	 Sturridge	 to	 flour-
ish.

His personal haul has 
arrived despite missing the 
first	 five	 league	 games	 of	
the season as he served the 
remainder of a 10-match 
ban for biting Chelsea’s 
Branislav Ivanovic last 
April.

That incident occurred 
just before Tottenham 
Hotspur forward Gareth 
Bale claimed last season’s 
award and the announce-
ment of Suarez in the Pre-

mier League team of the 
year was met with rum-
blings of discontent.

Suarez tried to engi-
neer a move to Arsenal in 
the off-season, before re-
turning to Liverpool with 
devastating effect, leading 
the	Anfield	club	back	 into	
the Champions League and 
taking them to the brink of 
a	first	title	in	24	years.

He has tormented 
top-level defenders with 
his speed, guile and deadly 
finishing	 and	 none	 of	 his	
30 goals have come from 
the penalty spot.—Reuters

Women perform a traditional Japanese “yosakoi” 
dance in New York on 27 April , 2014. The dance 

originated in Kochi Prefecture, western Japan. 
Kyodo News

“Yosakoi” dance 
festival held in New 

York
new York, 28 April— New Yorkers joined Japan’s 

traditional “yosakoi” dance festival held in Manhattan on 
Sunday.

Groups of dancers not only from Japan but also from 
the United States performed the dance which originated in 
Kochi Prefecture, western Japan, with colourful costumes 
and instruments.

“It is very hard to do,” said Tracy Craig, 47, who tried 
yosakoi dance with her 11-year-old daughter Zoe. “It’s a 
beautiful dance.”

The festival was the second of its kind in New York 
following one last year.

“We want to continue doing this in the years to 
come,” said Chisato Sentani, 51, head of the festival’s or-
ganizing committee, which has held a yosakoi festival in 
Tokyo annually.

“I was happy to be able to dance with them (local 
citizens) in New York, the center of the world,” said 
Yasunori Takebuchi, 42, who heads a yosakoi team from 
Tochigi Prefecture, eastern Japan.—Kyodo News

Three killed in execution-style murder in Houston apartment
Houston, 28 April —

Three people were killed in 
an apparent execution-style 
murder at an apartment 
complex in the US city of 
Houston on Sunday, local 
media reported.

Police rushed to the 

scene in northwest Houston 
after receiving calls Sun-
day night and found two 
Hispanic women and a man 
shot to death, the Houston 
Chronicle reported.

Preliminary investiga-
tion found as many as three 

suspects, possibly wear-
ing masks, burst through 
the door of the apartment 
around 6:15 pm CST on 
Sunday. The victims had 
been shot multiple times 
with more than one weap-
on, police said.

Houston police called 
the triple murder an execu-
tion-style shooting because 
all the victims were shot 
at close range. The gun-
men remained at large and 
the police is carrying out a 
manhunt.—Xinhua

15 killed in attacks in 
Iraq’s Anbar Province

ramadi, (Iraq), 28 
April — A total of 15 
people were killed and 26 
others wounded in sepa-
rate attacks across the Iraqi 
western province of Anbar 
on Sunday, security and 
medical sources said.

An explosive-laden 
car was blown up by a sui-
cide bomber outside a base 
of police commando force 
in the western of provin-
cial capital city of Ramadi, 
some 110 km west of Bagh-
dad,	killing	five	policemen	
and wounding two others, 
a provincial police source 
told Xinhua on condition of 
anonymity.

Another suicide attack 
occurred in the western 
part of Ramadi when an ex-

plosive-packed car rammed 
into an army checkpoint, 
killing two soldiers and 
wounding	 five	 others,	 the	
source said.

Separately, gunmen 
blew up a bridge while a 
police patrol was passing 
on in the southern part of 
Anbar Province, killing a 
policeman and wounding 
three others, along with 
destroying the bridge, the 
source added. Also in the 
province, three civilians 
were killed and 12 others 
wounded by mortar bar-
rage in the morning on sev-
eral neighbourhoods in the 
besieged city of Fallujah, 
some 50 km west of Bagh-
dad, a medical source told 
Xinhua.—Xinhua
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Chelsea derail Liverpool title bid, Man City pounce
London, 28 April — 

With a first title in 24 years 
close enough to touch Liv-
erpool were undone by old 
nemesis Jose Mourinho 
whose Chelsea side in-
flicted a potentially mortal 
blow with a 2-0 win at An-
field on Sunday. Chelsea’s 
victory might have come 
too late for Mourinho’s 
side to win the Premier 
League title, but it flung the 
door wide open for Man-
chester City who took full 
advantage with a 2-0 win at 
Crystal Palace.

At the bottom, Sun-
derland demolished Cardiff 
City 4-0 to leave the Welsh 
club propping up the table 
and lift themselves out of 
the bottom three at the ex-
pense of Norwich City.

In the latest twist of a 
fascinating Premier League 
season, under-strength 
Chelsea cut the gap at the 
top to two points with two 
games remaining, although 
City are only three points 
behind with a game in hand 
and healthier goal differ-
ence. Should Liverpool 
and City both win their re-
maining games, City would 
almost certainly grab the 
title on goal difference just 
as they did two seasons 

Liverpool’s Daniel Sturridge (L) challenges Chelsea’s Frank Lampard during their 
English Premier League soccer match at Anfield in Liverpool, northern England on 

27 April, 2014. — ReuteRs

ago, although if both drop 
points Chelsea could sneak 
through on the rails.

Victory on Sunday 
was Mourinho’s seventh 
win in nine Premier League 
matches against Liverpool 
and completed the double 
over Brendan Rodgers’s 
side this season - ending 
their 11-game winning 
streak that has propelled 

them towards the title.
Demba Ba, capital-

ising on a calamitous slip 
by captain Steven Gerrard, 
and Willian did the damage 
for a weakened Chelsea 
side but despite Mourin-
ho’s tactical triumph he 
immediately ruled his team 
out of contention for the 
title.

“We are Champions 

League for sure,” Mourin-
ho shrugged.

“We need one point to 
finish third....the champi-
ons, whether it is Liverpool 
or Man City we can say we 
won both matches against 
them. Forget the title, for-
get it.”

City’s supporters at 
Selhurst Park cheered news 
of Liverpool’s defeat and 

had further cause for cele-
bration as Yaya Toure, re-
turning from injury, made 
the first goal for Edin Dze-
ko with a perfect cross.

Toure scored the sec-
ond, his 19th in the league 
this season, before halftime 
after a fine run from the 
halfway line. While City 
are now masters of their 
own destiny coach Manuel 
Pellegrini was refusing to 
get carried away.

“The only thing that is 
different is that we are not 
depending on other teams 
and what matters is only 
what we do between now 
and the end of the season,” 
the cautious City coach 
told the club’s website.

“I was obviously very 
happy with Chelsea’s win, 
but this is far from the end 
of the title race because all 
three teams have very hard 
games still to play.”

Chelsea have beaten 
both City and Liverpool 
home and away and de-
spite missing five leading 
players through injury and 
suspension, Mourinho rest-
ed others ahead of Wednes-
day’s Champions League 
semi-final, second leg 
against Atletico Madrid.

Reuters

Taiwan’s Yao 
cruises to 1st win 

in Japan

Kawana, (Japan), 28 
April — Joint overnight 
leader Phoebe Yao of Tai-
wan pulled away in the fi-
nal round with a 68 to post 
a commanding win for her 
first title in Japan at the Fu-
jisankei Ladies Classic on 
Sunday.

The 21-year-old Yao, 
who began the day tied at 
the top with Shiho Oyama 
and South Korea’s Esther 
Lee, knocked down four 
birdies in a flawless round 
at Kawana Hotel Golf Club 
in Shizuoka Prefecture to 
finish five strokes ahead of 
Mamiko Higa and Misuzu 
Narita. Playing in her third 
season on the JLPGA Tour, 
Yao finished at 9-under 
207 and collected 14.4 mil-
lion yen in prize money.

Kyodo News

Phoebe Yao of Taiwan

Myanmar youths sweep four more gold in Youth 
Athletics Championships

nay Pyi Taw, 28 April 
— The IX SEA Youth Ath-
letics Championships con-
tinued at Wunna Theikdi 
Stadium, here, on Monday 
morning.

Ye Hein Htut (134) of 
Myanmar and Ma Thi Thi 
Aung (089) grasped one 
gold medal each in men’s 
and women’s 3000-m 
race events. In the final of 
men’s 3000-m race, Thi-
ha Zaw (154) stood first 
while Ma Soe Sanda Win 
(165) grasped one gold in 
the women’s 3000-m race 
final.

Sarayu Saphimai 
(069) of Thailand won 
one gold in the men’s 
javelin event; Nyuyen Thi 
Thoung (115) of Viet-
nam stood first with 12.45 
points in the women’s 
shotput event; Nguyen Thi 
Truc (112) of Vietnam se-
cured the first prize with 
5.85 point in the women’s 
long-jump event.

Union Minister for 
Sports U Tint Hsan, Dep-
uty Minister U Thaung 
Htaik and officials pre-
sented awards to the win-
ners.

Ko Myo (Shwe Paukkan)




