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Nay Pyi Taw, 27 
March—Local and for-
eign journalists have 
been informed to regis-
ter for  media accredita-
tion from 15 to 27 March 
for the 11th ASEAN So-
cio-Cultural Commu-
nity Council  Meeting 
and related meetings 
which will be held in 
Nay Pyi Taw from 2 to 
4 April.  

The 11th ASEAN So-
cio-Cultural Community 
Council  Meeting and 
the press conference will 
be held only on 4 April, 
and accreditation cards 
will be issued to journal-
ists before the morning 
session of the meeting on 
that day at Grand Ama-
ra Hotel in State Guest 
House Area of Nay Pyi 
Taw.

MNA

Media 
Accreditation 
for ASEAN 

Socio-Cultural 
Council 

Meeting from  
2 to 4 April

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 
M a r c h — M y a n m a r ’ s 
Armed Forces performed 

Commander-in-Chief says Armed Forces responsible for 
“safeguarding constitution” 

as 69th Armed Forces Day is marked with parade

drills and displayed their 
military hardware during 
the 69th Anniversary Armed 

Forces Day Parade in Nay 
Pyi Taw on Thursday, with 
Commander-in-Chief of 

Defence Services Senior 
General Min Aung Hlaing 
delivering a speech on the 

role of the Armed Forces.
He said that according 

 (See page 3)

Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Min Aung Hlaing inspects parade companies at 69th Anniversary 
Armed Forces Day Parade in Nay Pyi Taw.—nlm

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 
March —The Rakhine State 
government  will carry  out 
a probe into riots that took 
place on 26 an 27 March, 
targeting offices and resi-
dences of international aid 
organizations in Sittway 
town, Rakhine State, the 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
said on Thursday.

In the first incident on 
March 26 at around 8.30 
pm, around 50 locals sur-
rounded a facility rented by 

Rakhine State Govt to conduct 
investigation into riots targeting 

offices, residences of int’l aid groups
the humanitarian organiza-
tion Malteser International, 
hurling stones at the house.
The attack came in re-
sponse to the removal of a 
Buddhist flag hoisted at the 
house, with officials saying 
that Mrs Yvonne Dunton, 
project coordinator of the 
organization, had taken 
down the flag.

The crowd dispersed 
around 11.30 pm after lo-
cal authority and Buddhist 
monks intervened.

Following the inci-
dence, Mrs Yvonne Dunton 
and her husband fled to the 
house of a man identified as 
U Aye Tun Sein located in 
Gaukshi Road.

     (See page 8)

Photo shows damages 

at a building caused 

by riots in Sittway of 

Rakhine State.

mna
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Nay Pyi Taw, 27 
March—Deputy Minister 
for Livestock, Fisheries and 
Rural Development U Khin 
Maung Aye, who is the 
chairman of Livestock and 
Fisheries Delivery Unit, on 
Tuesday met local authori-
ties and departmental offi-
cials at the hall of District 
General Administration 
Department in Myitkyina 
of Kachin State.

The deputy minister 
gave instructions on reform 

Delivery unit chairman looks into progress of 
Myitkyina, Waingmaw regions

process, environmental 
conservation, bio-diversity 
protection, development of 
livestock breeding, food 
sufficiency in Kachin State, 
prevention against fish 
resource depletion, coop-
eration of local people in  
nation-building endeav-
ours.

The deputy minister 
on Monday scrutinized 
the outstanding person of 
Aung Myint Mo integrated 
farm for the President’s Ex-

cellence Award in Kachin 
State.

He inspected the pro-
gress of Khatcho inter-vil-
lage road in Waingmaw 
Township being undertak-
en by Rural Development 
Department and tasks of 
fish hatching camp.

While in Myitkyina, 
the deputy minister looked 
into progress of rural hous-
ing in Aungmyetha Village 
in Myitkyina Township.

MNA

Medical treatment given to locals with 
traditional medicines

MoNywa, 27 March — 
A squad led by Medical Su-
perintendent U Nay Aung 
of Monywa Traditional 
Medicine Hospital made a 
field trip to Nyaungbingan 
Village of Myinmu Town-
ship, Sagaing Region for 
providing health care ser-
vices to the local people 
with the use of traditional 

medicines on 23 March.
The whole day, they 

gave medical treatment to 
205 locals.

Head of Sagaing Dis-
trict Traditional Medicine 
Department U Soe Kyi 
cooperated with them in 
medical treatment. Later, 
the medical superintendent 
gave health educative talks 

to the people and donated 
300 copies of journals to 
the library of the village.

Po Chan (Monywa)

Water supply system nearing completion in 
Yuzana Garden City

yaNgoN, 27 March—
Over 40000 people are re-
siding in blocks A, B and C 
of Yuzana Garden City in 
Dagon Myothit (Seikkan) 
Township, Yangon East 
District of Yangon Region.

The local people have 
been using unclean water 
for many years.

On Wednesday, Chief 
Minister of Yangon Re-

gion U Myint Swe and re-
gion ministers, Chairman 
of Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee Mayor 
U Hla Myint and officials 
inspected water tank and 
water pumping station  
near Padauk Road in the 
city.

Head of Engineering 
Department (Water and 
Sanitation) U Myint Oo 

reported on laying of water 
pipelines and plans of sup-
plying water to the dwell-
ers with the use of charts.

The Chief Minister 
and party viewed progress 
of building water tanks and 
completion of water pumps 
and gave instructions on 
supply of water to the peo-
ple as soon as possible.

U Kyin Maung

Fire fighting demonstrated in Phaungpyin
PhauNgPyiN, 27 

March—As part of ef-
fort to take fire preventive 
measures, fire servicemen 
performed demonstrations 
on skills of fire fighting 
in front of the Aung Min-

Legal trade 
route, the 

safety way for 
merchants
Myeik, 27 March—A 

meeting on trade promo-
tion was held at the hall of 
Myeik District Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry 
in Myeik of Taninthayi Re-
gion on Tuesday.

At the meeting, U Myo 
Min, Assistant Director of 
Border Trade Department 
(Myeik) stressed the need 
to carry out legal trade route 
for trade promotion and ex-
ceeding the target of trade 
and explained plans and 
actual works of export and 
import trading.

Vice-Chairman of My-
eik District CCI U Kyi San 
and entrepreneurs discussed 
progress of trade in their re-
spective sectors.

Departmental officials 
participated in discussion of 
trade promotion and replied 
to queries raised by mer-
chants and entrepreneurs. 
The assistant director re-
viewed the discussions for 
trade promotion.—Khaing 
Htoo (Myeik District IPRD)

gala Theatre in Phaung-
pyin of Mawlaik District 
in Sagaing Region on 
Wednesday. Members of 
the Township Fire Services 
Department demonstrated 
fire fighting with the use of 

three fire trucks.
An official explained 

the fire trucks are made by 
Dongfeng Motor Co Ltd 
of China with 880 gallons 
capacity. These fire trucks 
can pump out the water to 

about 150 feet distance.
The fire engines were 

bought by the fund of 
the Union government in 
2013-14 fiscal year. Each 
fire truck costs K 22 mil-
lion.—Thaukkya Shwengar

BiliN, 27 March—In 
honour of the 69th Anniver-
sary Armed Forces Day, 
the Daukyat-Khemauk-Tet-
tukon asphalt road was 
commissioned into service 
in Bilin Township of Mon 
State on Wednesday.

Mon State Minister for 
Forestry and Mining U Win 
Maw Oo, Mon State Min-
ister for Finance Dr Khin 
Maung Thwin and officials 
formally opened the new-
ly-repaved road.

The road is three fur-
longs long and 12 feet 
wide, funded K 32.629 mil-
lion by Rural Development 
Department.

Thanks to the road, lo-
cals of Kadipu and Daukyat 
villages have easy access to 
other villages all the year 
round.—Township IPRD

Rural asphalt 
road put into 

service in Bilin 
Tsp

Head of Yangon East 
District Electricity 
Supply Board U 
Phone Myint ex-

plains new rates of 
electric meter bill to 
the people in Wards 

13, 15 and 16 of 
Yankin Township on 

24 March.
Than Maung 

(Yankin)
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    (from page 1)
to the constitution, the Tat-
madaw—the Armed Forc-
es—is mainly responsible 
for safeguarding the con-
stitution, which can only 
be amended in conformity 
with chapter 12.

According to chapter 
12 of the 2008 constitution, 
the constitution can only 
be amended with the pri-
or approval of more than 
seventy-five percent of the 
representatives of the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw, the Un-
ion Parliament.

The Command-
er-in-Chief also called for 
respect to be given to the 
92.48% of voters who cast 
their ballot in favour of the 
constitution during a ref-
erendum in 2008.

Commander-in-Chief says...
Back then, 27.28 mil-

lion out of Myanmar’s then 
population of 57.3 million 
was eligible to vote in the 
referendum, with 24.76 
million of the 26.7 million 
people who did cast their 
ballot, voting in favour of 
the constitution, he said.

The command-
er-in-chief called on all 
people to cooperate with 
the Tatmadaw as the 
Armed Forces are assisting 
the police in the enforce-
ment of rule of law.

The need for the 
Armed Forces to continue 
their role in political ne-
gotiations in order to find 
solutions to the political 
issues in Myanmar was 
stressed by President U 
Thein Sein on Wednesday 

Nay Pyi Taw, 27 
M a r c h — C o m m a n d -
er-in-Chief of Defence 
Services Senior General 
Min Aung Hlaing and wife 
Daw Kyu Kyu Hla host-
ed a reception and dinner 
in commemoration of the 
69th Anniversary Armed 
Forces Day on the lawns of 
Zeyathiri Beikman, here, 
on Thursday evening.

Before and during 
the dinner and reception, 
Myawady music band pre-
sented songs to the guests. 
After the dinner, Myawady 
Anyeint troupe and mobile 
public relations companies 
performed entertainments 
to them.

Senior General  
Min Aung Hlaing and 
wife host dinner 
to mark  
Armed Forces Day

On Thursday morning, 
Chief of the General Staff 
(Army, Navy and Air) 
General Thayay Sithu Hla 
Htay Win made a speech 
at the ceremony to honour 
artistes who participated in 
the tele-plays in honour of 
the Armed Forces Day.

Adjutant-General Lt-
Gen Thiri Pyanchi Khin 
Zaw Oo and Chief of 
Armed Forces Training 
Lt-Gen Thiri Pyanchi Yar 
Pyae presented certificates 
of honour to the artistes.

At 9.35 am, Chief of 
the General Staff (Army, 
Navy and Air) General 
Thiri Sithu Hla Htay Win 
presented best awards in 

camp, military song, mil-
itary disciplines, parade 
and first, second and third 
awards for model compa-
nies to respective compa-
nies.

Adjutant-General Lt-
Gen Thiri Pyanchi Khin 
Zaw Oo also gave prizes to 
respective award winning 
troops.

MNA

in his address to parlia-
ment. He did, however, say 
that the role of the Armed 
Forces will be gradually 
reduced as the country ma-
tures in democracy.

Regarding social prob-

lems, Commander-in-Chief 
Senior General Min Aung 
Hlaing said the country has 
to solve problems caused 
by different nationalities 
who were brought to My-
anmar by British colonial-
ists.

He said the Armed 
Forces are committed to 
strengthening the friend-
ship and unity among the 
peoples as the divide-and-
rule policy of the British 
colonialists caused dishar-
mony.—NLM

Dignitaries seen at 69th Anniversary of Armed 
Forces Day Parade in Nay Pyi Taw.

nlm

Military columns 
taking part at 69th 

Anniversary of Armed 
Forces Day Parade in 

Nay Pyi Taw.
mna

Senior General Min Aung Hlaing cordially 
greets military attaches of foreign missions at 
the reception in commemoration of the 69th 

Anniversary Armed Forces Day on the lawns of 
Zeyathiri Beikman building.—mna 
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Taunggyi, 27 
March—Information and 
Public Relations Depart-
ment (IPRD) of Taunggyi 
District, southern Shan 
State, opened the pub-
lic service media-PSM 
course at his office on  

Opening of new library marks 69th 
Anniversary Armed Forces Day

ZabuThiri, 27 March—
As a gesture of honour-
ing the 69th Anniversary 
Armed Forces Day, a new 
library namely “Helping 
Hands” was opened in 
Nyanatheikdi Ward in Za-
buthiri Township in Nay 

Pyi Taw Council Area on 
Thursday.  

A newly-opened li-
brary was funded K 4 mil-
lion of the parliament’s de-
velopment fund. 

The one-storey build-
ing was donated 2000 pub-

lications.  Locals are enjoy-
ing the benefits of reading 
thanks to the library.

Township IPRD

Knowledge about gender equality shared 
in Pathein

PaThein, 27 March—
Three-day workshop on 
gender equality and knowl-
edge about Committee on 
the Elimination of Discrim-
ination against Women 
(CEDAW) was held at the 
Social Welfare Department 
in Pathein, Ayeyawady Re-
gion on Wednesday.

Speaking at the work-
shop, Head of region So-
cial Welfare Department 
U Thet Hlaing Tun said 
that Myanmar has signed 
convention to eliminate 
all forms of discrimination 
against women in 1997 and 
the department has been 
disseminating knowledge 

Taunggyi District IPRD opens PSM course
Wednesday.

This course that was 
run up to 30 March covers 
library service, Internet 
media service, democratic 
reform and public service 
sector, making interview, 
writing news and article, 

taking photo and video, 
and editing. 

The staff members  
from Taunggyi, Loilem 
and Langkho District 
IPRDs attended the five 
days PSM course.

Moe Lwin Oo (Loilem)

Kyonpyaw residents get free eye care
KyonPyaw, 27 

March—As part of efforts 
for eye health of the peo-
ple, eye specialist of Cak-
khupala Free Eye Team 
performed the eye surgical 
operations at 145 eye pa-
tients on 23 and 24 March 

at the People’s Hospital 
of Kyonpyaw Township 
in Pathein District, Ay-
eyawady Region.

Dr Khin Shwe, Chair-
man of Amyotha Hlut-
taw (National Parliament) 
Relief and Victims Care 

Myanmar Passport 
Office (Hpa-an branch) 
packed with passport 
applicants

hPa-an, 27 March—
Passport applicants queue 
up in front of Myanmar 
Passport Office (Hpa-an 
branch) in Hpa-an Town-
ship of Kayin State.

The branch office of 
Hpa-an was opened on 2 
January. Passport appli-
cants have been increas-
ing up to 547 from 1 to 19 
March, said in-charge of 
Myanmar Passport Office 
(Hpa-an branch).

For passport appli-
cant’s convenience, list 
for the related documents 
are displayed at the branch 
office of Hpa-an including 

the total cost of passport. 
As the government has 

opened passport offices in 
more regions and states in 
Myanmar, local applicants 
may easily get passports in 
a short period.

Local passport appli-
cants thank to great efforts 
made by the government. 

Myanmar Passport 
Office (Hpa-an branch) is 
facilitated with the strength 
of seven members of Spe-
cial Branch of Myanmar 
Police Force and two of 
Immigration and National 
Registration Department.

Tun Tun Htwe (Hpa-an)          

Dragon fruit plantations thriving in 
Thabeikkyin Tsp

ThabeiKKyin, 27 
March—Dragon fruit 
plantations are cultivated 
on a commercial scale in 
Thabeikkyin Township in 
Mandalay Region. 

U Aung Than Oo, a 
plantation owner, said, 
“Dragon fruit plants begin 
to bear fruits in the month 
of Waso in Myanmar lunar 
calendar (August). Cost of 

purchase for fruit sapling is 
K 800-K 1000.”

The owner contin-
ued, “The fruit is sold at  
K 1000-K 1200 in Manda-
lay Market on average. Last 
year, about 50 dragon fruits 
plants were grown and sold 
at K 800,000. At present, 
a total of 300 plants have 
been cultivated for this 
season.”  “This region has 

favourable condition for 
agriculture. Dragon fruit 
plantations are mushroom-
ing across the region,” U 
Maung Win, another plan-
tation owner, explained. 

“A total of 600 plants 
have been grown for this 
season. I think those plants 
would benefit to me sure-
ly,” he said.—Soe Naing 
Win (Thabeikkyin)

about gender equality and 
CEDAW starting from 
2010. 

He highlighted that 
emphasis should be placed 
on gender equality and 
development of women’s 
status to keep abreast with 
other countries.

Pathein District IPRD

Committee, sponsored all  
cost of eye operations and 
care. 

The specialists daily 
provided free eye care to 
over 100 patients from 23 
to 27 March.

Township IPRD

Photo shows thriving Dragon fruits plantation cultivated on a commercial scale.

Applicants waiting for their turns to take out passsports at Passport Office 
(Hpa-an) Branch.
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Anti-government protest leader Suthep Thaugsuban (2nd L, front) greets supporters during a march through 
streets in Bangkok, Thailand, on 27 March, 2014. People’s Democratic Reform Committee protesters marched 

in Bangkok for the fourth day to invite Bangkok people to join their mass rally on Saturday.—Xinhua

India arrests two 
suspected Pakistani 

terrorists in northern state
New Delhi, 27 March 

— Indian police had arrest-
ed two suspected Pakistani 
terrorists and seized a huge 
cache of arms and ammuni-
tion from them in the north-
ern state of Uttar Pradesh, 
a senior police official said 
on Thursday.

“The duo were arrest-
ed by officials of the Uttar 
Pradesh anti- terror squad 
in Gorakhpur District on 
Wednesday. They were 
plotting to disrupt the up-
coming general elections, 
after being recruited by the 
home grown terror outfit, 
Indian Mujahideen, whose 
chief was nabbed on Tues-
day,” he said on condition 
of anonymity.

The arrests were made 
following revelation by 
Indian Mujahideen chief 

Tehseen Akhtar during in-
terrogation by the intelli-
gence agencies, the official 
said, adding that the two 
terrorists entered the dis-
trict through Nepal which 
shares border with Uttar 
Pradesh.

Two days back, 
Akhtar, who allegedly 
masterminded serial blasts 
at a rally of the country’s 
main opposition Bharatiya 
Janata Party ‘s prime min-
isterial candidate Narendra 
Modi in the eastern state of 
Bihar’s capital Patna last 
year, was arrested from a 
place close to the Indo-Ne-
pal border.

The terror outfit’s 
founder, Yasin Bhatkal, 
was held last year near the 
border.

Xinhua

Nepal plans 
free SIM cards 
to help hikers 

in distress
KathmaNDu, 27 March 

— Nepal plans to distribute 
free SIM cards to trekkers 
visiting remote areas alone, 
officials said on Thursday, 
after several foreign hik-
ers were attacked or went 
missing in recent years.

Home to eight of the 
world’s 14 highest moun-
tains including Mount 
Everest, Nepal hosts thou-
sands of foreign climbers 
and trekkers every year. 
But the killing or disap-
pearance of solo trekkers 
have raised concerns about 
the safety of tourists.

“When a trekker is 
lost, it becomes easy to find 
out the location by tracking 
the SIM card,” said Sharad 
Pradhan, a senior Nepal 
Tourism Board official, 
told Reuters.

“Trekkers in distress 
can also call us on some 
specified numbers for help 
or rescue.”

Mountain climbers 
and group trekkers are ac-
companied by local help-
ers. But thousands who trek 
alone to remote Himalayan 
foothills or national parks 
make emergency rescue or 
help difficult when they are 
in distress, authorities said.

Free SIM cards will 
benefit about 30,000 inde-
pendent trekkers who go 
to the remote areas every 
year. The cards will be 
handed over to them with 
their permits.—Reuters

Bangladesh sets Guinness 
World Record in chorus 
national anthem singing

DhaKa, 27 March 
—  Tens of thousands of 
Bangladeshi volunteers 
along with the country’s 
head of the government on 
Wednesday sang the na-
tional anthem in chorus in 
capital Dhaka on the coun-
try’s Independence Day in 
a bid to breach Guinness 
World Record. Organizers 
said 254,681 volunteers 
from the Bangladesh Army, 
educational institutions and 
the general public sang the 
national anthem in chorus 
at about 11:00 am local 
time.

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, accompanied by a 
large number of her cabi-
net members, also sang in 
unison the national anthem 
— “ Amar Sonar Bang-
la Ami Tomai Bhalobash 
(My Golden Bengal, I Love 
You).”

Organizers had earli-
er said the main objective 
of this event was not only 
to celebrate Bangladesh’s 
Independence Day which 
falls on Wednesday but also 
to show the world the inner 
strength and unity of the 
people of the nation.

According to the or-
ganizers, previously in May 
2013 an Indian organization 
had set a Guinness Book re-
cord by arranging the sing-
ing of the Indian national 
anthem by 121,653 people.

Bangladesh’s Min-
istry of Cultural Affairs 
in collaboration with the 
Bangladesh Army and 
other government and 
non-government organi-
zations arranged the event 
titled “Lakho Konthe Sonar 
Bangla (Sonar Bangla in 
tens of thousands of voic-
es).”—Xinhua

 Son of China’s ex-leader 
eyes visit to Japan to mend 

bilateral ties
BeijiNg, 27 March 

— The eldest son of late 
Chinese reformist leader 
Hu Yaobang is making 
arrangements to visit Ja-
pan from later this month 
to early April, a source 
familiar with Japan-China 
relations said on Thursday.

The envisioned trip 
by Hu Deping, who is 
known to be close to Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping, 
is hoped to “explore the 
possibility of improving 

Japan’s relations with Chi-
na by getting in touch with 
Japanese politicians and 
civilians,” the source said.

The 71-year-old Hu’s 
visit, if realized, would 
come at a time when ties 
between Tokyo and Bei-
jing remain soured over 
differences in perceptions 
of wartime history and ten-
sions over the Senkaku Is-
lands, controlled by Japan 
and claimed by China.

Kyodo News

 Egypt’s Sisi to run for president, 
vows to tackle militancy

Cairo, 27 March 
— Abdel Fattah al-Sisi, 
the general who ousted 
Egypt’s first freely elected 
leader, declared his candi-
dacy on Wednesday for a 
presidential election he is 
expected to easily win. Sisi 
toppled Mohamed Mursi 
of the Muslim Brother-
hood last July after mass 
protests against his rule 
and has emerged as the 
most influential figure in 
an interim administration 
that has governed since 
then. “I am here before 
you humbly stating my  
intention to run for the 
presidency of the Arab Re-
public of Egypt,” Sisi said 
in a televised address to the 
nation. “Only your support 
will grant me this great 
honour.” A Sisi presidency 
would mark a return to the 

days when Egypt was led 
by men from the military, 
a pattern briefly interrupt-
ed by Mursi’s one year in 
office after his 2012 victory 
in Egypt’s first democratic 
presidential election.

Among his support-
ers, Sisi is wildly popular. 
Many see him as the kind 
of strong man needed to 
stabilize a country in cri-
sis. But he is reviled by 
the Islamist opposition as 
the mastermind of a coup 
against a freely elected 
leader. Dressed in military 
fatigues, Sisi vowed to fight 
what he described as a ter-
rorist threat facing Egypt, 
a reference to militant at-
tacks that have spiraled 
since he ousted Mursi.

“True, today is my last 
day in military uniform, 
but I will continue to fight 

Egypt’s interim President Adly Mansour (L, in suit and tie) meets with Egypt’s army 
chief Field Marshal Abdel Fattah al-Sisi (seated next to Mansour) and military  

leaders, in Cairo on 26 March, 2014. — ReuteRs

every day for an Egypt free 
of fear and terrorism,” said 
Sisi, 59, who had to resign 
his posts of army chief and 
minister of defence so he 
could run in the election.

General Sedki Sob-
hi, formally chief of staff, 
replaces Sisi as head of 
the army. Seeking to cap 
sky-high expectations, Sisi 
warned he could not per-
form “miracles” in a coun-
try of 85 million that is 
steeped in poverty. “I can-
not make miracles. Rather, 
I propose hard work and 
self-denial,” he said.

Before his address, 
state TV broadcast montag-
es including footage of Sisi 
jogging with troops. He has 
been lionized by privately 
owned and state media that 
are hostile to the Islamists.

Reuters
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US President Barack Obama (L), European Council President Herman Van Rom-
puy (C) and European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso hold a joint 
Press conference during the EU-US Summit at the EU Headquarters in Brussels  

on 26 March, 2014.—Xinhua

Ukraine, Russia dominate EU-US 
Summit

Brussels, 27 March 
— The leaders of Europe-
an Union and United States 
vowed on Wednesday to 
support Ukraine and “in-
tensify sanctions” on Rus-
sia if things “further esca-
lating.”

“If the Russian lead-
ership thought the world 
would not care about 
Ukraine, they clearly mis-
calculated,” Obama said at 

a Press conference after the 
EU-US summit meeting.

“There is still a way 
for Russia to work with 
Ukraine,” Obama added.

“We support Ukraine”, 
and in case of further es-
calation, the EU and the 
US are ready to “intensify 
sanctions,” said European 
Council President Herman 
Van Rompuy in the same 
conference.

Japan, S Korea eye senior 
officials’ talks in April

Tokyo, 27 March — 
Japan and South Korea are 
considering a meeting of 
senior officials in April to 
lay the groundwork for a 
summit, diplomatic sources 
said on Thursday.

Foreign Ministry offi-
cials from the two countries 
will step up preparations 
for the so-called director 
general-level meeting, in-
cluding coordination on the 
issues to be discussed, the 
sources said.

South Korea has been 
insisting that the talks ex-
clusively focus on the issue 
of South Korean women 
forced to provide sex to 

UNDP chief stresses climate change, 
recovery issues after HaiyanJapanese soldiers before 

and during World War 
II. But Japan argues the 
two sides should discuss a 
range of bilateral issues.

If the two sides fail to 
narrow their gaps on the 
agenda, they may delay 
the timing of the envisaged 
meeting, according to the 
sources.

The two governments 
agreed to hold a senior of-
ficials’ meeting after Vice 
Foreign Minister Akitaka 
Saiki floated such an idea 
to South Korean Ambas-
sador to Japan Lee Byung 
Kee on 17 February, they 
said.—Kyodo News

Manila, 27 March — 
United Nations Develop-
ment Programme head Hel-
en Clark underscored on 
Thursday climate change 
and the pressing need for 
recovery in Haiyan-affect-
ed areas in the Philippines 
after seeing for herself the 
damage left by the world’s 
strongest typhoon to hit 
land.

Speaking to reporters 
a day after inspecting Ta-
cloban City in the central 
Philippines that bore the 
brunt of super typhoon 
Haiyan last 8 November, 

Clark said, “Livelihood 
is a very big issue for the 
whole UN team” since it 
is a key element to human 
development following 
the humanitarian response 
phase.

She also pointed out 
the “compelling need for 
people to be moved out of 
tents into transitional hous-
es” as part of the permanent 
recovery phase, adding ty-
phoon season is once again 
approaching.

“I personally have 
been impressed by the 
planning that I see. What 

I bring is the commitment 
of the UN system to align 
itself behind the plans the 
government is develop-
ing, and to work with the 
government to support its 
capacity to do it,” Clark, a 
former prime minister of 
New Zealand, said.

She added that during 
her meeting with Philip-
pine President Benigno 
Aquino she would inform 
him about the climate 
change summit UN Sec-
retary General Ban Ki 
Moon will convene for 
world leaders in Septem-

ber in New York.
“I think this is a very 

important platform for 
President Aquino and the 
Philippines because you 
bring such direct experi-
ence of what a wild climate 
does to people and to their 
lives...we have to act. We 
need a new international 
agreement which will sup-
port countries like the Phil-
ippines with adaptation, 
and support all countries 
on sustainable pathways to 
less polluting, less damag-
ing developments,” Clark 
said.—Kyodo News

Pakistani gov’t, Taleban hold first 
round of direct peace talks

islaMaBad, 27 March 
— A Pakistani govern-
ment’s negotiation team 
held first direct peace talks 
with Taleban militants and 
agreed to continue talks to 
find out a peaceful solution 
to the conflict in the coun-
try, negotiators said on 
Wednesday.

Head of the Taleban 
intermediaries Maulana 
Samiul Haq told the media 
that the talks were “produc-
tive” and that both sides 
showed willingness to con-
tinue the dialogue process.

He said both sides lis-
tened to each other’s views 
in the seven- hour talks in a 

“cordial atmosphere.”
Five members of the 

Taleban political council 
attended the talks. Qari 
Shakil Haqqani led the 
Taleban delegation in the 
face- to-face talks in Tull, 
Hangu District, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Province.

Both sides did not is-
sue any formal statement at 
the conclusion of the talks. 
However, the Taleban in-
termediaries said they were 
satisfied with the outcome 
of the talks.

“The direct talks and 
agreement to continue talks 
are big achievements,” said 
Maulvi Yousaf Shah, who 

also attended Wednesday’s 
talks.

He did not reply to 
query if the Taleban agreed 
to extend their month-long 
ceasefire they had declared 
on 1 March.

“The understanding is 
the ceasefire will continue 
during the talks,” Shah said, 
adding that the Taleban and 
the government negotiators 
will apprise the leadership 
of the details of the talks. 
In a positive response to the 
Taleban ceasefire, the gov-
ernment had also suspend-
ed airstrikes against Tale-
ban hideouts in Waziristan 
tribal region.—Xinhua

Teachers participate 
in a national teachers 

march outside the 
Education Ministry 

in Buenos Aires, 
capital of Argentina, 
on 26 March, 2014. 

The march organized 
in defence of public 

education and salary, 
is carried out in the 

framework of a strike 
which has lasted 15 

days by the teachers in 
Buenos Aires  

Province.—Xinhua

Van Rompuy also said 
that sanctions are a pos-
itive incentive to seek a 
diplomatic solution. While 
the president of European 
Commission Jose Manuel 
Barroso called the Ukraine 
crisis a “wake up call” for 
the EU that the EU need 
to become less dependent 
from energy coming from 
“difficult spots”, indicating 
from Russia.—Xinhua

UN Security Council to meet Thursday on North Korea missile launch

North Korea leader Kim Jong Un presides over a meet-
ing of the Central Military Commission of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea in this undated photo released by North 

Korea’s Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) in 
Pyongyang on 17 March, 2014.—ReuteRs

uniTed naTions, 27 
March — The UN Se-
curity Council will hold 
closed-door consultations 
on Thursday to discuss a 
possible condemnation of 
North Korea’s latest ballistic 
missile launches, UN diplo-
mats said. The request for 
a special session on North 
Korea came from the Unit-
ed States, council diplomats 
told Reuters on condition of 
anonymity on Wednesday. 
The meeting of the 15-nation 
council was scheduled for 
4:30 p.m. EDT (2030 GMT) 

on Thursday.
The UN mission of 

Luxembourg, which holds 
the presidency of the Se-
curity Council this month, 
announced on its Twitter 
feed that UN political affairs 
chief Jeffrey Feltman would 
brief council members on 
developments on the Korean 
peninsula during the session.

In what appeared to be a 
show of defiance, North Ko-
rea fired two medium-range 
Rodong ballistic missiles 
into the sea at 2:35 am Japan 
and Korea time, both Tokyo 

and Seoul said. North Ko-
rea’s first firing in four years 
of mid-range Rodong mis-
siles that can hit Japan fol-
lowed a series of short-range 
rocket launches over the past 
two months.

In Seoul, South Korean 
Defence Ministry spokes-
man Kim Min-seok called 
the launches “a clear viola-
tion of UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions and a grave 
provocation against South 
Korea and the international 
community”. South Korea is 
a temporary member of the 

Security Council.
UN Secretary-General 

Ban Ki-moon’s press office 
issued a statement condemn-
ing the latest missile launch.

“Such launches are con-
trary to building trust in the 
region. The Secretary-Gen-
eral urges the DPRK (North 
Korea) to cease its ballistic 
missile activities and focus, 
together with other countries 
concerned, on the dialogue 
and diplomacy necessary to 
maintain regional peace and 
security,” the statement said.

Reuters
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 Japan to propose 32 
festivals as UNESCO 

cultural heritage
Tokyo, 27 March — 

The Japanese government 
decided on Thursday to 
propose a set of 32 tradi-
tional festivals in 18 pre-
fectures for registration by 
UNESCO as an intangible 
cultural heritage.

The proposal will be 
filed with the United Na-
tions Educational, Scien-
tific and Cultural Organi-
zation by Monday with the 
aim of gaining registration 
in 2015, the Cultural Af-
fairs Agency said.

The 32 Yamahoko 

float ceremonies and pa-
rades around the country 
include two in Kyoto and 
Ibaraki prefectures that are 
already on the UNESCO 
heritage list. The proposal 
aims to integrate them with 
30 other festivals.

“The proposal is 
aimed at demonstrating 
the diversity of Yama-
hoko culture, which 
has been strengthening 
people-to-people links 
through generations,” a 
government official said.

Kyodo News

Vene-
zuelan 

opposition 
Congress-

woman 
Maria 
Corina 
Macha-
do (C) 

delivers 
a speech 
during a 
rally at 

Brion de 
Chacaito 

Square, in 
Caracas, 
Venezue-
la, on 26 
March, 
2014. 

Xinhua

Hong Kong delegation to attend International 
Summit on teaching profession

Hong kong, 27 March 
— Hong Kong’s Secretary 
for Education Eddie Ng 
on Wednesday led a dele-
gation to attend the Inter-
national Summit on the 
Teaching Profession 2014 
in Wellington, New Zea-
land. According to the city 
government, the two-day 
event, on 28 and 29 March, 
will bring together educa-
tion ministers and teaching 
profession members from 
top-performing countries 

 N Korea conducting drills with 
mock-up targets of S Korea

Seoul, 27 March — 
North Korea has been con-
ducting military drills with 
mock-up targets of South 
Korean frontline bunkers, 
Yonhap News Agency re-
ported on Thursday, citing 
a senior South Korean mil-
itary source.

“The North Korean 
military has openly car-
ried out the drills with very 
specific targets to make 
surprise attacks or infil-
trate into GPs or GOPs,” 
the source was quoted as 
saying. The report surfaced 
after tensions hiked on the 
Korean Peninsula by North 
Korea’s test-firing of two 
mid-range ballistic missiles 
on Wednesday.

The missile launches, 
made in about five years, 
were timed for the trilateral 
summit between South Ko-
rea, the United States and 
Japan, which was held in 
The Hague on the sidelines 
of the Nuclear Security 
Summit.

North Korea also 
launched a spate of short-
range missiles and rockets 
from its east coast since 
late February in a move 
widely seen as a show of 
force against the ongoing 
joint military drills be-
tween South Korea and the 
United States.

In response to the 
North’s military moves, 
South Korea’s Defence 

Ministry said it is closely 
watching the North and is 
fully prepared for any con-
tingency.

Yonhap said the North 
Korean Army has conduct-
ed infiltration drills under 
scenarios in which the ar-
tillery units strike mock-
up military camp sites 
similar to the South Kore-
an Army’s general posts 
(GPs) and general outposts 
(GOPs) in the middle of 
day.

In response to the 
North’s drills, South Ko-
rean Army troops have 
stepped up their guard near 
the border and monitoring 
of the North Korean mili-
tary.—Kyodo News

and regions in the Pro-
gramme for International 
Student Assessment 2012 
to discuss building and 
supporting teaching excel-
lence.

Hong Kong students 
performed in the top three 
in the world for reading, 
mathematical and scientific 
literacy in the programme.

The summit will 
consider the best prac-
tices worldwide for 
strengthening the teaching  

profession and raising stu-
dent achievement. Educa-
tion ministers from Singa-
pore, Finland, Britain, the 
United States and Canada 
will also participate.

Ng will meet and ex-
change views with New 
Zealand key education of-
ficials, including the min-
ister for tertiary education, 
skills and employment, the 
minister for education, and 
the secretary for education.

Xinhua

Photo taken on 25 March, 2014 shows a model of East Japan Railway Co’s new 
Onagawa Station in Onagawa Town, Miyagi Prefecture, designed by Japanese 

architect Shigeru Ban, winner of the 2014 Pritzker Architecture Prize. The north-
eastern Japan town was devastated by the March 2011 earthquake and tsunami. 

Kyodo news

Iran fuel price hikes will be big 
test for Rouhani

AnkArA, 27 March — 
Looming fuel price rises in 
Iran will be the first major 
test of President Hassan 
Rouhani’s ability to retain 
public support in the face 
of attacks from his hardline 
rivals. Since he was elect-
ed in August, Rouhani has 
pleased many Iranians by 
reaching an interim agree-
ment with the United States 

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani speaks during an 
event hosted by the Council on Foreign Relations and 

the Asia Society in New York on 26 Sept, 2013.
ReuteRs

and the European Union 
on his country’s nuclear 
programme, and pursuing 
a deal that would end eco-
nomic sanctions against 
Iran.

He has promised more 
social freedoms and re-
paired some of the econom-
ic damage of the sanctions; 
the rial currency has stabi-
lized and sky-high inflation 

has started to come down.
But this could be 

threatened if Rouhani’s 
government mishandles 
planned cuts in the massive 
state subsidies which keep 
domestic prices of gasoline 
and other fuels far below 
global levels.

The cuts are a key part 
of Rouhani’s efforts to re-
form the economy after 
years of erratic manage-
ment under his predecessor, 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. 
But they will be painful for 
many Iranians and therefore 
eat into Rouhani’s political 
capital, which he needs to 
overcome domestic resist-
ance to a nuclear deal. “Peo-
ple voted for Rouhani in the 
hope that he would decrease 
their living costs, not in-
crease them,” said Karim 
Sadjadpour, an Iran expert 
at the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace in 
the United States.—Reuters

Nepali PM Sushil Koirala: the poorest 
head of state in entire world

kATHmAndu, 27 March 
— The Greek philosopher, 
Plato, once said that a true 
leader should be “truly 
rich, not in silver and gold, 
but in virtue and wisdom 
which are the true bless-
ings of life.” Nepal’s Prime 
Minister Sushil Koirala 
seem to fit Plato’s defini-
tion of a genuine leader.

Koirala has amazed 
not only Nepalis but the 
international communi-
ty as well with his austere 
lifestyle and unpretentious 
way of running a country.

According to the Of-
fice of the Prime Minis-
ter and Council of Min-

isters(OPMCM), which 
disclosed last week the 
assets of top government 
officials including Koirala 
and members of Council 
of Ministers, Koirala does 
not own a house, a car, or 
real properties. He does not 
have a bank deposit or jew-
ellery nor has any sort of 
financial transactions with 
others. The only assets of 
the prime minister are an 
iPhone and two mobile 
phones and one is not even 
working.

With just three sets of 
electronic gadgets, Koira-
la is probably the poorest 
head of the state in the en-

tire world. The details of 
Koirala’s assets have been 
uploaded in the OPMCM ‘ 
s official website.

The Nepal govern-
ment has earlier directed 
the prime minister and all 
ministers to disclose their 
assets following the for-
mation of the current gov-
ernment. “This was shock-
ing to all of us who went 
through the property details 
of PM Koirala as we found 
that he listed only three cell 
phones as his possession,” 
an official at OPMCM told 
Xinhua on Wednesday pre-
ferring anonymity.

Xinhua
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Unity a pillar of peaceful 
democracy 

Myanmar’s democratic reform process has 
now been going on three years. We have 

seen a flood of reforms. Nobody can deny that 
the country is seeing progress and development 

Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and contributions. If 

you have any comments or would like to submit edito-
rials, analyses or reports please email wallace.tun@
gmail.com with your name and title.

in every sector due to its sweeping reforms. But 
while some reforms can be made in a short period 
of time, others need longer as mistakes must be 
avoided.

The government is taking short-and long-
term measures to continue working on its dem-
ocratic reforms. Handling the reform process in 
a careful manner is vital. Peace and stability are 
crucial for a democratic transition. Only when 
there is a sense of unity among all citizens, will the 
country’s path to democracy be smooth. Presi-
dent U Thein Sein said in his address to the Union 
Parliament on the occasion of the third anniver-

sary of his tenure, “the remaining two years will 
be a test for the government on how it can make 
more efforts for the people and the country.” 

Unity plays a crucial role in marching to-
ward a democratic country and must come from 
the efforts of each and every citizen. Only when 
there is peace and stability, will progress and de-
velopment prevail. 

Census, this term it-
self comes from Latin 
word. A census is the pro-
cedure of systematically 
acquiring and recording 
information about the 
members of a given popu-
lation. It is a regularly oc-
curring and official count 
of a particular population. 
The term is used mostly in 
connection with national 
population and housing 
census as; other common 
censuses include agricul-
ture, business and traf-
fic censuses. In the latter 
cases the elements of the 
‘population’ are farms, 
business, and so forth, 
rather than people.

The United Nations 
defines the essential fea-
tures of population and 
housing censuses as “indi-
vidual enumeration, uni-
versality within a defined 
territory, simultaneity and 
defined periodicity” and 
recommends that popula-
tion censuses be taken at 
least every (10) years.

The census can be 

Census Taking

Sann Ni Lar Winn

contrasted with sampling 
in which information is ob-
tained only from a subset 
of a population, sometimes 
as an Intercensal estimate. 
Census data is commonly 
used for research, business 
marketing, and planning, 

as well as a baseline for 
sampling surveys. Census 
counts are necessary to 
adjust samples to be rep-
resentative of a population 
by weighting them as is 
common in opinion poll-
ing. Similarly stratification 
requires knowledge of the 
relative sizes of different 
population strata which are 
derived from census enu-
merations. In some coun-
tries, census data are used 
to apportation electoral 
representation.

An important aspect 
of census enumerations is 
deciding which individuals 
to include within a national 
population. Broadly, three 
definations can be used: de 

facto residence; de jure res-
idence; and permanent res-
idence. This is important to 
consider individuals who 
have multiple or tempo-
rary a dress. Every person 
should identified uniquely 
as resident in on place but 

where they happen to be on 
census day, their de facto 
residence, may not be the 
best place to count them. 
Where an individual uses 
services may be more use-
ful and this is at their usual, 
or de jure, residence. An in-
dividual may be represent-
ed at a permanent address, 
perhaps a family home for 
students or long term mi-
grants.

 It is necessary to have 
a precise definitation of res-
idence to decide whether 
visitors to a country should 
be included in the popu-
lation count. This is be-
coming more important as 
students travel abroad for 
education for a period of 

several years. Other groups 
causing problems of enu-
meration are new born ba-
bies, refugees, people away 
on holiday, people moving 
home around census day, 
and people without a fixed 
address.

Tracing back the his-
tory of census taking, we 
can find out that census 
was taken in times of King 
Thadoezapudipa Maha-
dazarazad of Tagaung Dy-
nasty and BC 500. After 
that in Myanmar era 999 
under the rule of King 
Tharlon as well as Myan-
mar Kongbaung Dynasty 
population was counted re-
spectively.

Census was also taken 
under the imperialist Eng-
lish Government. It was 
taken in lower Myanmar 
(Previously lower Burma) 
in AD 1872. It has since 
been called ‘THEGAUNG-
SAYINN’ in Myanmar lan-
guage meaning ‘Midnight 
Census’ because census 
was taken at midnight.

Moreover from 1881 
onwards population census 
was taken every 10 years. 
The censuses taken from 

1872 to 1931 were con-
tained in the Indian census 
because at that time Myan-
mar was treated as a Prov-
ince of India. As Myanmar 
was separated from India 
in 1936, only the popula-
tion census of 1941 under 
the British Government be-
come a separate census of 
Myanmar.

After independence of 
Myanmar population was 
counted in 252 towns in 
1953. It was also counted 
in more than 2000 villages 
close to the towns. In taking 
population census in 1957, 
sampling method was used. 
Under the Revolutionary 
Council Government in 
1972, the census law was 
promulgated and them pop-
ulation census was taken in 
1973 with the objectives to 
promulgate the State Con-
stitution by Referendum. 
Then census was taken in 
1983 again.

The census should be 
considered as a national 
duty because the govern-
ment need to get correct 
data to be able to fulfill 
the needs of the citizens. 
The government has to 

take about two years to 
prepare for the national 
census in 30 years and 
has been closely working 
together with the United 
Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) to carry out the 
task.

The national census 
will start at midnight of 
30 March and end on 10 
April. The census taking 
is a noble national-task 
in every country. Census 
data is used to take for 
current population, eco-
nomic and social facts. 
Besides, we must know 
concern with lawful im-
migration differently by 
taking census. Migration 
has continued under the 
form of both voluntary 
migration within one’s 
region, country, or be-
yond and involuntary 
migration (which in-
cludes trafficking in hu-
man beings and ethnic 
cleansing). Every nation-
al citizens always ought 
to protect the danger of 
illegal immigration ac-
cording to the Myanmar 
Immigration (Emergency 
Provisions) Act, 1947.

By Myo Than

UEC member leaves for Thailand
Yangon, 27 March—

Union Election Commis-
sion member U Myint 
Naing and Chairman of 

Bago Region Union Elec-
tion Sub-Commission U 
Win Maung left Yangon 
for Thailand on Thursday 

morning to attend the Sen-
ate Election to be held in 
Thailand.

MNA

(from page 1)
As the mob moved to 

the house of U Aye Tun 
Sein to demand the hand-
over of the woman, police 
arrived to escort her and 
her husband to a guest-
house owned by the local 
police force.

Later, around 300 peo-
ple destroyed the offices 
and residences of interna-
tional aid worker—house 
of U Pan Tha on U Uttama 
Road, Malteser Office at 
the house of U Kyaw Than 
on Gaukshi Road, MSF of-
fice at the house of U Than 
Aung on U Uttama Road, 
MSF office at the house of 
U Tin Hlaing on Gaukshi 
Road and Malteser Office 
at the house of Daw Than 
Than Myint on U Uttama 
Road. The security forces 

Rakhine State Govt to 
conduct ...

had to fire about 100 warn-
ing shots. The crowd dis-
persed around midnight.

Thursday morning at 
around 10.45 am, around 
200 local people surround-
ed a residence of ICRC 
workers in Sittway, throw-
ing stones at the house and 
damaging windows as well 
as breaking the windshield 
of a car. The crowd dis-
persed around 11.50 am 
as the security forces fired 
five warning shots and the 
crowd dispersed.

The office of UNHCR 
was attacked the same day 
in Sittway by a mob which 
hurled stones, with the 
OCHA office and  a garage 
used by the  WFP also tar-
geted. Security forces fired 
15 warning shots.

A total of 71 aid work-

ers, including 32 foreign-
ers, have been evacuated 
and are now staying at the 
guest house of the local po-
lice force. 

Local authorities and 
monks have called on all 
people to abide by the rule 
of law, with the local police 
force saying it is providing 
security to the international 
aid workers.

The Ministry of Home 
Affairs has announced that 
it will carry out an inves-
tigation into the incidents, 
and that actions will be 
taken against those who  
got involved in the inci-
dents.

MNA

Photo shows damages 
of packages from aid 

of UNHCR warehouse 
caused by riots in 

Sittway.—mna
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Photo gallery dePicting images of 69th anniversary armed forces day

Defence Attaches of foreign countries enjoy observance 
of 69th Anniversary Armed Forces Day on 27 March, 

2014.—mna

A military helicopter bearing 
State Flag at Armed Forces Day 

ceremony.—mna

Servicemen marching into Parade Ground for attending 69th Anniversary 
Armed Forces Day.—mna 

Armoured vehicles driving to parade ground at 
69th Anniversary Armed Forces Day ceremony.—mna

Mobile rocket launchers rolling into parade ground to take part in 69th Anniversary 
Armed Forces Day.—mna
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UN agencies warn of worsening humanitarian situation in  
Sudan and South Sudan

Nairobi, 27 March 
— Seven international 
aid agencies warned on 
Wednesday of worsening 
humanitarian situation in 
Sudan and South Sudan 
and called on the interna-
tional to scale up response.

Operations Director of 
the UN Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) John Ging 

cited an urgent need to mo-
bilize funding for the crisis 
in Sudan, where some 6.1 
million people currently 
need assistance, a 40 per-
cent increase over this time 
last year.

“The people of Sudan 
are facing an overwhelm-
ing humanitarian crisis 
that has almost entirely 
slipped off the international  

community’s radar,” Ging 
said in a statement received 
in Nairobi on .

The agencies — FAO, 
UNICEF, WHO, UN-
HCR, IOM, OCHA and 
Danish Refugee Council 
— expressed deep con-
cern about the massive 
and growing humanitari-
an needs in Sudan and the 
conflict devastating South 

Sudan and its people.
According to UN, 

malnutrition and food in-
security are escalating at an 
“alarming” rate, with some 
500,000 children affected.

The situation is par-
ticularly dire in Darfur, 
where renewed violence 
is displacing larger and 
larger numbers of civilians 
– almost 400,000 newly  

displaced in 2013, and al-
most 200,000 more so far 
this year.

He added that the situ-
ation in Sudan requires an 
end to conflict and a more 
generous response from the 
international community.

So far this year, the 
UN and partners have only 
received 3 percent of the 
995 million US dollars re-

quested for humanitarian 
activities in Sudan.

Ging said that the 
emergency directors en-
gaged in a constructive 
dialogue with Sudanese 
authorities and emphasized 
the need for greater access 
for humanitarian organiza-
tions particularly in Darfur, 
South Kordofan and Blue 
Nile States.—Xinhua

Jordan’s king reiterates 
support for Palestinian- 

Israeli peace talks
ammaN, 27 March — 

Jordan’s King Abdullah II 
on Wednesday voiced his 
support for the Palestini-
an-Israeli peace talks, the 
state-run Petra news agen-
cy reported.

At a meeting with vis-
iting US Secretary of State 
John Kerry, the King said 
the peace talks should be 
based on the 2002 Arab 
peace initiative, which at-
tempted to normalize rela-
tions between Arab coun-
tries and Israel in return 

for a complete withdrawal 
from territories Israel occu-
pied in 1967.

Discussions between 
them also focused on the 
latest developments in the 
peace process, the report 
said. The King underlined 
the needs for attaining 
a just and lasting peace 
which could lead to the 
creation of an independent 
Palestinian state, but in a 
manner that also protects 
the top interests of Jordan.

Xinhua

King Abdullah II of Jordan (R) meets with visiting US 
Secretary of State John Kerry (2nd L) in Amman,  
capital of Jordan, on 26 March, 2014.—Xinhua

A student participates 
in a protest during 
the general strike 
called by the five 

worker’s centrals, in 
Asuncion, Paraguay, 
on 26 March, 2014. 

The worker’s centrals 
demands include a 

new adjustment to the 
minimun wage of 25 
percent, the rejection 

of the increase in 
transportation rates, 

products and basic ser-
vices. The syndicates 

also demand “free and 
good quality education 
and health services”, 

generation of “decent” 
jobs and syndical 
liberty.—Xinhua

Chinese  
president pays 

tribute to Charles 
de Gaulle

Paris, 27 March — 
Visiting Chinese President 
Xi Jinping paid tribute to 
General Charles de Gaulle 
on Wednesday at the late 
French leader’s namesake 
foundation, where he also 
met a group of French 
friends.

Accompanied by 
French Foreign and Educa-
tion Ministers Laurent Fa-
bius and Vincent Peillon, 
Xi visited the former office 
of Charles de Gaulle and 
laid a wreath at the gener-
al’s bronze statue.

Addressing the French 
friends there, Xi said that it 
was the decision made by 
Chairman Mao Zedong and 
General Charles de Gaulle 
50 years ago that brought 
China and France togeth-
er, ushering in a new era in 
China-France ties.

As the two nations are 
celebrating five decades of 
their diplomatic ties this 
year, it is time to further 
appreciate the far-sighted-
ness, wisdom and courage 
of the two late leaders, he 
said.—Xinhua

Villager stabs seven people in 
southern China

beijiNg, 27 March — 
A Chinese man stabbed at 
seven fellow villagers in 
southern Guangxi province 
on Thursday, seriously in-
juring a four-year-old boy 
and a woman, state news 
agency Xinhua said.

Xinhua did not specify 
the motive for the attack 
on its official microblog. It 
said the man surnamed Lu 
had attacked seven people, 

including two children, in 
his village on the outskirts 
of Qinzhou city.

The suspect was taken 
into custody at the local po-
lice station, Xinhua said.

China is still jittery 
after a mass stabbing at a 
train station in the south-
western city of Kunming 
about three weeks ago left 
29 people dead and about 
140 wounded. The govern-

ment blamed that attack on 
militants from Xinjiang, 
the far western region that 
is home to a large Muslim 
Uighur minority. Thurs-
day’s attack occurred near-
ly two weeks after at least 
six people died in a knifing 
incident in central China’s 
Changsha city, in what 
appeared to be a dispute 
involving market vendors 
from Xinjiang.—Reuters

Three Gorges 
Dam not affected 

by tremor
YichaNg, 27 March 

— The Three Gorges hy-
dropower project in central 
China was operating nor-
mally after a 4.3-magni-
tude earthquake jolted the 
area early on Thursday, op-
erators said.

The epicenter of the 
tremor which happened 
at 12:20 am was in Zigui 
County, some 30 km from 
the Three Gorges Dam, ac-
cording to the China Earth-
quake Networks Centre.

The quake was felt at 
the dam area but has not af-
fected the normal operation 
of the project, said an ad-
ministration official from 
the China Three Gorges 
Corporation.—Xinhua

ASEAN Culture Mini Festival 
launched in Brunei

 baNdar seri bega-
waN, 27 March — The two-
day ASEAN Mini Festival, 
themed “Festival of ASE-
AN Cultural Expressions,” 
aimed to showcase the re-
gional identity of ASEAN 
to the world, opened at the 
Airport Mall, Brunei on 
Wednesday. In the open-
ing remarks, minister of 
Culture, Youth and Sports, 
Dato Seri Setia Awang Haji 
Hazair, said “ASEAN coun-
tries shared many similar-
ities and common roots in 
their traditional games. The 
common traditional games 
and other traditional games 
in ASEAN can easily foster 
transnational cultural un-
derstanding which can be-
come an effective vehicle to  

regional political, economic 
and cultural integration thus 
the realization of the ASE-
AN Community by 2015. 
Traditional games can be 
seen as added value in terms 
of cultural comprehension 
and mutual tolerance both 
within the community of na-
tions and between them.”

About 40 participants 
from ASEAN including 
Brunei participated in the 
Mini festival which show-
cases the various tradition-
al games of each ASEAN 
country. The Mini Festival 
will provide opportunities to 
experience the wealth of arts 
and culture found around the 
ASEAN region as well as in 
fostering regional develop-
ment.—Xinhua

Image provided by the National Anti-Drug Secretariat (SENAD), shows SENAD’s 
agents guarding a shipment of siezed marijuana, in Asuncion, Paraguay, on 26 

March, 2014. SENAD’s agents intercepted on Wednesday a shipment of  
marijuana that was heading to Chile, according to local Press.

Xinhua
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How low can you go? This whale is the champion of deep diving
Washington, 27 March 

— If there were a gold 
medal for cetacean diving, 
it undoubtedly would go to 
the Cuvier’s beaked whale.

Scientists said on 
Wednesday they tracked 
these medium-sized whales 
off the coast of California 
using satellite-linked tags 
as the creatures dove down 
nearly 1.9 miles and spent 
two hours and 17 minutes 
underwater before resurfac-
ing.

Those are breath-tak-
ing accomplishments for 
an air-breathing creature. 
In fact, those figures rep-
resent both the deepest and 
the longest dives ever doc-
umented for any marine 
mammal, said Greg Schorr 
of the Cascadia Research 
Collective in Olympia, 
Washington, who led the 
study published in the jour-
nal PLOS ONE.

“Many creatures live 
at the depths these whales 
dive to, including their like-
ly primary prey of squid 

and fish. However, there is 
a major difference between 
these whales and the other 
creatures living deep in the 
ocean - the fundamental re-
quirement to breathe air at 
the surface,” Schorr said.

“Taking a breath at the 
surface and holding it while 
diving to pressures over 
250 times that at the sur-
face is an astounding feat,” 
Schorr added.

By way of compari-
son, the record for a person 
holding his breath underwa-
ter is 22 minutes, according 
to the Guinness Book of 
World Records. A person, 
of course, would never sur-
vive the bone-crushing wa-
ter pressure at those stupen-
dous depths.

Cuvier’s beaked 
whales are widely distrib-
uted in many deep-water 
regions from the tropics 
to cool temperate waters, 
though not in polar regions. 
They measure up to about 
23 feet long, with stout bod-
ies shaped a bit like a tor-

pedo. Their foreheads slope 
into a short beak with a 
slightly upturned mouth — 
leaving them with a vague-
ly “smiling” appearance.

Their colour rang-
es from gray to a red-
dish-brown to a pale white. 

The head of an adult male Cuvier’s beaked whale is pictured as it surfaces in this 
undated handout photo obtained by Reuters on 26 March, 2014.—ReuteRs

Samsung Galaxy 
S5 rollout moved 

forward in S Korea
seoul, 27 March — South Korea’s 

three mobile carriers have brought for-
ward the launch of Samsung Electronics 
Co Ltd’s (005930.KS) flagship Galaxy 
S5 smartphone to Thursday, in a bid to 
cushion the blow from a sales suspension 
slapped on the operators.

Regulators have banned SK Telecom 
Co Ltd (017670.KS), KT Corp (030200.
KS) and LG UPlus Corp (032640.KS) 
from signing up new customers or replac-
ing phones for some existing customers for 
various periods totalling 45 days between 
13 March and 19 May.

The bans coincide with the planned 
global launch of Galaxy S5 on 11 April, 
and sparked concerns that the key model 
could get off to a slow start in its home 
market.

The model already lacks sweeping 
hardware improvements and faces inten-
sifying competition from smaller compet-
itors at home and abroad. SK Telecom, 
South Korea’s biggest mobile carrier, said 
it started to offer the Galaxy S5 at 866,800 
Korean won on Thursday, cheaper than its 
predecessor.—Reuters

The new Samsung Galaxy S5 
smartphone (L), Gear 2 smartwatch (C) 
and Gear Fit fitness band are displayed 

at the Mobile World Congress in 
Barcelona on 23 Feb, 2014.—ReuteRs

Some are marked with lin-
ear white scars caused by 
males raking other males 
with their teeth, perhaps 
while competing for fe-
males. 

They feed primarily on 
deep-water squid and some 

fish near the ocean floor.
“This species is high-

ly adapted to deep diving, 
spending less than two min-
utes at the surface between 
dives,” Schorr said. “These 
are social, warm-blooded 
mammals that have adapted 

to actively pursue their prey 
at astounding depths — all 
while up to 1.8 miles away 
from their most basic phys-
iological need: air.”

A number of marine 
mammals are known for 
their deep-diving abilities. 
The sperm whale, the larg-
est of the toothed whales, 
also swims into the ocean 
depths to find prey. But the 
deep dives of sperm whales 
generally are less than six-
tenths of a mile and are 
followed by much longer 
periods of time spent at the 
surface, Schorr said.

Elephant seals have 
been documented making 
incredibly long and deep 
dives. Until this new data 
about Cuvier’s beaked 
whales, the records for 
deepest and longest dives 
by a marine mammal had 
been held by elephant seals 
- so named because adult 
males have large noses that 
look a bit like an elephant’s 
trunk.

Reuters

Microsoft, Dell 
seal Android, 

Chrome royalty 
pact

san Francisco, 27 
March — Microsoft Corp 
(MSFT.O) and Dell Inc have 
sealed a patent licensing deal 
under which Dell will pay 
the software giant royalties 
on sales of devices powered 
by Google Inc’s (GOOG.O) 
Android or Chrome soft-
ware. The two companies 
will license to each other in-
tellectual property related to 
Android and Chrome devic-
es, such as “Chromebooks” 
based on Google’s Chrome 
operating system.

Microsoft is locked in a 

A Google Android 
figurine sits on the 

welcome desk as employee 
Tracy McNeilly smiles at 
the new Google office in 

Toronto, on 13 Nov, 2012. 
ReuteRs

Visitors check out products at the ZTE stand at the Mobile World Congress in Barcelona,  
on 24 Feb, 2014. —ReuteRs

China’s ZTE says 4G phones will be 40 percent of 2014 
global smartphone shipments

hong Kong, 27 March — ZTE Corp, the 
world’s seventh-biggest smartphone maker, sees 
sales of 4G smartphones accounting for at least 
40 percent of its global smartphone shipments in 
2014, Zeng Xuezhong, ZTE’s global head of mo-
bile devices, told reporters at a Hong Kong press 
conference on Thursday. Shenzhen-based ZTE, 
smaller than its cross-town rival Huawei Technol-

ogies Co Ltd, aims to ship 60 million smartphones 
in 2014, up 20 million units from last year.

ZTE returned to net profit last year after mak-
ing a loss in 2012, it said on Wednesday. How-
ever operating revenue for the year dropped 10.6 
percent, its biggest ever decline, to hit the lowest 
level in three years.

Reuters

battle with Google to ensure 
that handset makers using 
the free Android phone op-
erating system pay Micro-
soft a license fee. Most of 
the larger handset makers, 
such as Samsung, LG and 
HTC, have already agreed to 
pay Microsoft a royalty on 
Android smartphones that 
Microsoft believes may in-
fringe its patents.—Reuters

A portrait of the 
Facebook logo in 

Ventura, California on 21 
Dec, 2013.—ReuteRs

Judge tosses lawsuit against Facebook over use of 
minors’ photos

neW YorK, 27 March — A California federal judge has dismissed a 
proposed class action lawsuit against Facebook Inc that had accused the 
company of misappropriating the names and likenesses of minors who 
use the social network.

At issue was Facebook’s use of minors’ names and photos in target-
ed advertising in a case that highlighted privacy concerns. The lawsuit, 
originally filed in Illinois in 2011, had sought to represent all minors that 
used Facebook and had their names used in an ad.

In a ruling on Wednesday, US District Judge Richard Seeborg ruled 
that the minors gave their consent when they signed up for Facebook 
under a “statement of rights and responsibilities” that governs the site.

Reuters
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Tokyo, 27 March — 
The National Police Agen-
cy said on Thursday police 
logged nearly 3,000 cases 
of illegal unauthorized In-
ternet access in 2013, more 
than double the previous 
year, due chiefly to a surge 
in breaches of online bank 
accounts. The police count-
ed a record 2,951 cases of 
violations of the law ban-
ning unauthorized online 
access, up 1,700 from the 
previous year. Authorities 
took law-enforcement ac-
tions such as arrests in 145 
cases, also a record high, 
marking a rise of nine, the 
agency said.

A sharp 14-fold in-
crease was observed in 
fund transfers from Inter-
net bank accounts after 
account holders’ personal 
computers were infect-

Japan Airlines shows its newly added area of Sakura Lounges in the expanded 
section of Haneda airport’s international terminal building in Tokyo to the press 

on 25 March, 2014. Azusa Ogasawara (L), winner of the “Hirosaki-jo Miss Sakura 
Grand Prix” (Hirosaki Castle Miss Cherry Blossom Grand Prix) from Aomori 

Prefecture, attended the event.—Kyodo News

New Delhi, 27 March — At least two people were charred to death in a fire which 
broke out when a tempo rammed into a stationary luxury bus in the western Indian state 
of Maharashtra on Thursday, a senior police official said.

“The incident happened on Mumbai-Pune Expressway when the tempo rammed 
into the Volvo bus in Talegaon region from behind. The impact of the collision was 
such that the tempo caught fire, killing the driver and the cleaner of the vehicle,” he said 
on condition of anonymity. However, all the passengers of the bus escaped unhurt, the 
official said, adding that a probe has been ordered into the incident.—Xinhua

Illegal online access doubled in 2013, Net 
banks targeted

CaNberra, 27 March 
— The search in the south-
ern Indian Ocean for signs 
of missing Malaysia Air-
lines flight MH370 was 
suspended Thursday due to 
bad weather.

The Australian Mar-
itime Safety Authority 
(AMSA) said through its 
Twitter feed that all aircraft 
were returning to Perth and 
all ships were leaving the 
search area.

Six military aircraft 
from four countries and five 

2 killed in 
road mishap 
in western 

India

Bad weather suspends search 
for missing Malaysian  

airliner

ed with virus programs to 
steal IDs and passwords, 
the agency said. These cas-
es totaled 1,325.

The agency said it is 
difficult to track down per-
petrators of these illegal 
fund transfers because they 
often use complex access 
methods involving over-
seas computer servers and 
software enabling online 
anonymity. No arrests or 
law-enforcement actions 
were made in these cases 
last year.

“By improving tech-
nical capabilities and 
strengthening cooperation 
with investigative author-
ities of foreign countries, 
we want to crack down on 
these cases,” an agency of-
ficial said.

The second-most fre-
quent cases were online 

shopping using stolen IDs 
and passwords, followed 
by unauthorized operations 
of social networking sites 
and online games, and by 
unauthorized modification 
and deletion of websites.

The law banning un-
authorized access prohib-
its acts such as the use of 
other people’s IDs and 
passwords without consent 
or accessing computers 
through a security hole. It 
carries a penalty of up to 
three years in prison or a 
fine of up to 1 million yen.

Broader “cyber-
crimes,” including illegal 
access and online fraud, or 
violations of the child pros-
titution and pornography 
law involving the Internet, 
totaled a record 8,113 cas-
es, up 779, according to the 
police.—Kyodo News

Tourists view the cherry blossoms at the Wulongtan 
park in Jinan, capital of east China’s Shandong 

Province, on 27 March, 2014.—XiNhua

SiNgapore, 27 March 
— Interpol, the international 
police organization, expects 
to officially open its Global 
Complex for Innovation in 
Singapore on 13 April next 
year, an official of the organ-
ization said on Wednesday.

The complex will be a 
cutting-edge research and 
development facility for the 
identification of crimes and 
criminals, innovative train-
ing, operational support and 
partnerships. The organiza-
tion has said that it is build-
ing the facility in Singapore 
to complement its general 
secretariat in Lyon, France 
and to enhance its presence 
in Asia. Speaking at a Press 
conference here, Julia Vied-
ma, director of Interpol’s in-
ternational partnerships and 
development unit, said the 
organization is also planning 
to launch the Interpol World, 
an international security 
event, in April next year.

“Interpol World rep-
resents a new paradigm of 
closer collaboration between 
the public and private sec-
tors to address new and in-
creasingly complex security 
challenges facing the world 
today,” she said. 

The event consists of 
four main pillars such as a 
public- private partnership 
meeting, an expo, a congress 
and a dialogue. The inau-
gural edition will focus on 
domains such as cyber secu-
rity, safe cities, border man-
agement and supply chain 
security.—Xinhua

Photo taken on 22 March, 2014 shows the cracked 
floor of the Chuanqian Reservoir in Heba Town of 
Fenggang County in Zunyi City, southwest China’s 

Guizhou Province. The lingering drought here makes 
the water level of the Chuanqian Reservior, the only 
drinkable water reservoir of the Fenggang County, 

fall from 783 meters to less than 770 metres,  
affecting daily lives of more than 60,000 people.

XiNhua

civil aircraft were sched-
uled to join the search on 
Thursday along with four 
Chinese ships and one Aus-
tralian vessel. The search 
area is more than 2,500 km 
from the southwest Aus-
tralian city of Perth.

On Wednesday, the 
Malaysian government an-
nounced that analysts had 
found in satellite photos 
from France 122 uniden-
tified objects floating in 
the southern Indian Ocean 
search area.—Xinhua

briSbaNe, (Australia), 
27 March — A combined 
total of 7 million AU dol-
lars (6.4 million US dol-
lars) in cash and assets 
have been seized in raids 
across Australia’s Queens-
land over the past two days, 
Queensland Police con-
firmed on Wednesday.

Twelve people have 
been charged with drug 
trafficking after police exe-
cuted 28 search warrants at 
properties throughout Bris-
bane and the Gold Coast.

Queensland police say 
they’ve dismantled two 
criminal gangs and netted 
1 million AU (0.92 million 
US dollars) in cash linked 

Australian police smash 
criminal gangs, seize cash, 

assets in Queensland drug raids
to criminal activities in 
Queensland and Victoria.

Assets, including lux-
ury cars, worth more than 
6 million AU dollars (5.5 
million US dollars), have 
also been seized during the 
operation.

In all, police seized 
85 kilograms of cannabis 
in the raids, together with 
weapons and drug-making 
equipment.

Officers from Queens-
land’s anti-gang Taskforce 
Maxima, Victoria ‘s Police 
Crime Command, and Aus-
tralian Federal Police from 
the National Anti-Gangs 
Squad, took part in the op-
eration.—Xinhua

Interpol to 
inaugurate new 

facility, int’l 
meeting in 

Singapore next 
year

Philippine rebels forge peace 
pact with gov’t

MaNila, 27 March — 
The Philippines’ largest 
rebel group on Thursday 
signed a comprehensive 
peace agreement with the 
central government, ending 
17 years of negotiations 
and more than four decades 
of insurgency mainly in 
the southern island of Min-
danao.

The signing of the 
five-page document that 
sums up and formalizes the 
important agreements on 
transition, wealth-sharing 
and revenue generation, 
power-sharing and normal-
ization was done by nego-
tiators from both the Phil-
ippine government and the 
Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front, as well as the facili-
tator from Malaysia, which 
has brokered the talks since 
2001.

The agreement paves 
the way for the creation by 
2016 of a new political en-
tity called Bangsamoro in 

the mostly Muslim-occu-
pied region in southwest-
ern and central Mindanao, 
which will be ratified by 
a plebiscite among the af-
fected residents.

“The Comprehensive 
Agreement on the Bang-
samoro brings with it the 
restoration of the identity, 
powers and resources of the 
Bangsamoro. These three 
things, which have been 
ours since time immemo-
rial, unjustly taken through 
colonization and occupa-
tion, are now returned to 
us,” MILF chairman Al 
Haj Murad Ebrahim said in 
a speech.

Murad joined Teresita 
Deles, the presidential ad-
viser on the peace process, 
Philippine President Be-
nigno Aquino, and Malay-
sian Prime Minister Najib 
Razak in witnessing the 
signing held at the Presi-
dential Palace.

Kyodo News
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Bank Holiday
   All Banks will be closed 
on 1st April  (Tuesday)  
2014, Bank Holiday 
under the Negotiable 
Instruments Act.

Central Bank of Myanmar

Kabul, 27 March —
The celebrations for the 
International Day of Naw-
roz or New Year in Persian 
calendar kicked off in Af-
ghan capital city Kabul on 
Thursday.

Iranian President Has-
san Rouhani, Pakistani 
President Mamnoon Hus-
sain, Tajikistan President 
Emomali Rakhmon and 
Turkmenistan Foreign 
Minister and Deputy Prime 

A central part of Beijing is enveloped in white fog due 
to severe air pollution on 26 March, 2014. 

Kyodo News

Afghanistan kicks off celebration for Int’l 
Day of Nawroz

Phnom Penh, 27 March 
— Cambodian Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen on Thurs-
day warned that the gov-
ernment would take legal 
actions against any illegal 
protests in order to main-
tain peace and political 
stability in the country. “A 
country has its own consti-
tution and law. If you do 
anything beyond the law 
and cause violence, there 
will be no more tolerance, 
and legal measures will be 
taken,”he said during the 
inauguration ceremony of a 
hydroelectric plant in west-
ern Pursat Province.

He reiterated that all 
state’s institutions and gar-
ment factories have been 
working as normal despite 
the opposition’s ongoing 
boycott of parliament.

The premier’s warn-
ing came after Sam Rainsy, 
president of the opposition 
Cambodia National Res-
cue Party (CNRP), an-
nounced on Wednesday 
that the party would hold 
a rally Sunday afternoon 
at the capital’s Freedom 
Park to consult with its 
supporters over current po-
litical row. “We will meet 
with about 3,000 support-
ers Sunday afternoon at 
the Freedom Park to hear 
people’s recommendations 

Minister Rashid Meredov 
have arrived in Kabul to at-
tend the ceremony held in 
Arg or Presidential Palace.

Nawroz marks the first 
day of spring in Afghani-
stan and the beginning of 
the year 1393 in Persian 
calendar which fell on 21 
March.

However, the Afghan 
government for some rea-
sons celebrates it on 27 
March amid tight security.

Almost all the roads 
in Kabul city leading to 
the Presidential Palace and 
sensitive areas have been 
closed and security person-
nel have been deployed in 
important buildings. The 
UN General Assembly in 
2010 recognized Nawroz 
as the International Day 
observed in some Asian 
countries including Af-
ghanistan, Iran, Tajikistan 
and Azerbaijan.—Xinhua

7 Afghan 
militants 

killed in raids
Kabul, 27 March —

Seven militants were killed 
in Afghanistan within the 
last 24 hours, the authori-
ties said on Thursday.

“During joint military 
operations carried out by 
the Afghan National Secu-
rity Forces, four Taleban 
insurgent members were 
killed and seven others 
arrested over the last 24 
hours,” the Afghan Interi-
or Ministry said in a state-
ment.

In addition, a Taleban 
local leader named Qari 
Abdul Latif along with two 
other militants were killed 
after the special operation 
police force launched an 
operation and battled mil-
itants in Jurm district of 
northern Badakhshan prov-
ince overnight, the provin-
cial government spokes-
man Nawid Froutan told 
Xinhua, adding that one 
policeman were also killed 
in the engagement.

The army and police 
have stepped up efforts to 
clear the militants across 
Afghanistan as the coun-
try is preparing for the 
presidential and provincial 
council elections slated for 
5 April. However, the mil-
itants responded by bomb-
ings and attacks.

On Wednesday, one 
civilian was killed and 
seven others were wound-
ed when a car bomb went 
off in the country’s eastern 
Province of Khost. 

Xinhua

Cambodia to resort to legal 
measures if violent protests 

occur
over the ongoing political 
dispute,”Sam Rainsy told 
reporters.”The upcoming 
gathering is not a demon-
stration to topple the gov-
ernment, so don’ t use this 
pretext to ban our rally.”

Long Dimanche, 
spokesman for the Phnom 
Penh City Hall, said on 
Thursday the City Hall had 
decided not to allow the 
CNRP to hold a rally at the 
Freedom Park on Sunday. 
“In principle, the Phnom 
Penh Municipality does not 
allow the CNRP to rally at 
the Freedom Park on Sun-
day because the park is still 
under the court’s investiga-
tion process relevant to vi-
olent cases in January,”he 
said.

Political row between 
Hun Sen’s ruling Cambo-
dian People’s Party (CPP) 
and Sam Rainsy’s CNRP 
simmered after the July 
election results showed that 
the CPP won 68 parliamen-
tary seats against 55 seats 
gained by the CNRP.

Claiming serious bal-
lot-rigging, the CNRP 
refused to accept the out-
come and has boycotted 
parliament and held many 
protests — some turned 
violent — to demand the 
resignation of Hun Sen and 
a re-election.—Xinhua

 Kandahar, cradle of Afghan insurgency, torn by tribal rivalry ahead of vote
Kandahar, (Afghani-

stan), 27 March—Growing 
violence in the southern 
Province of Kandahar ahead 
of Afghanistan’s presiden-
tial election next week high-
lights a rift between Pashtun 
tribes that could tip the coun-
try back into civil war.

The fate of Kandahar, 
birthplace of the Taleban 
insurgency, is crucial. Some 
Afghans fear a loss in the 
vote for Zalmai Rassoul, a 
candidate close to President 
Hamid Karzai, could push 
Kandahar’s powerful Pash-
tun tribes into rejecting rule 
from Kabul, some 500 km 
(300 miles) away. Others 

fear the same outcome if he 
wins.

Such a revolt would 
have the potential to split the 
rugged nation of 30 million 
people, already divided by 
fierce loyalties beyond the 
Pashtuns among such tribes 
as the Tajiks, Uzbeks and 
others.

The two presidential 
frontrunners from Kanda-
har are Rassoul, backed 
by Karzai’s brothers, and 
Ashraf Ghani, a former 
World Bank official. Both 
are Pashtuns.

“If Kandahar is peace-
ful, Afghanistan is peace-
ful,” provincial governor 

Afghan National Intelligence officers patrol after an assault by suicide attackers in 
Kandahar, on 12 March, 2014.—ReuteRs

Tooryalai Wesa told Reu-
ters. “The key of Afghan-
istan is here. The history 
and politics of Afghanistan 
have always belonged to 
Kandahar.” The violence in 
Kandahar comes despite the 
governor doubling the size 
of the provincial army, driv-
ing the Taleban to the edge 
of the region. But now the 
militant group, which has 
vowed to disrupt the 5 April 
vote and return to power, is 
once again gaining momen-
tum. Just last Friday it killed 
the Kandahar governor’s 
chief of staff and wound-
ed the deputy governor in a 
bombing.—Reuters

Cambodian PM says to quit smoking
Phnom Penh, 27 March 

— Cambodian Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen said on Thurs-
day that he is once again 
trying to stop smoking ciga-
rettes after he had attempted 
to quit it for about 10 times 
in the past but failed. “I am 
struggling to stop smoking 
cigarettes. I don’t know if 

get successful or not because 
I have determined to quit it 
for about 10 times,” he said 
during the inauguration cer-
emony of a 120-megawatt 
Atai hydroelectric dam in 
western Pursat Province. “I 
have reduced smoking to 
three cigarettes a day. Now, 
I want to quit them,”he said, 

adding that his hard time to 
quit cigarettes was the time 
when he was playing chess.

The premier said now 
there was no smell of ciga-
rette smoke in his house.

Last month, the country 
issued a new circular to ban 
smoking in public venues 
and workplaces.—Xinhua

THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY

MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
(INvITATION FOR OPEN TENDER)

(7/2014)
        Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in 
United States Dollars and Myanmar Kyats.
Sr.No        Tender No                  Description  Remark
 (1)  IFB -207(13-14)  5 KW Diesel Engine Driven Generating Set US$
 (2) IFB -208(13-14) Maintenance Requirement for Pipeline Centre US$
   (PLC-Daw Nyein)  
 (3)  IFB -209(13-14) Universal Fuel Pump Test Stand US$ 
 (4)  IFB -210(13-14) Spares for CAT D 3512 Dita & CAT D 3406C US$
   Engine  
 (5)  DMP/L-068(13-14)  Spares for Komatsu Dozer KS
 (6)  DMP/L-069(13-14) 315/80 R 22.5 Tubeless Tyres    KS
 (7) DMP/L-070(13-14) Cylinderical Roller Bearings for FA-1600   KS
   Mud Pump
 (8) DMP/L-071(13-14) 1 1/4” Pitch Quardruble Chain & Offset Link KS
 (9) DMP/L-072(13-14) Fuel Bowser (3200 Gals Capacity) KS 
 (10) DMP/L-073(13-14) Electronic Private Branch Exchange and KS
   Telephones
      -Tender Closing Date & Time -     28-4-2014, 16:30 Hr.
								Tender	Document	shall	be	available	during	office	hours	commencing	from	
28th March, 2014 at the Finance Department, Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, 
No (44) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph: +95 67 - 411097/411206
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Arnie was 37 when he first 
played the Terminator. 
He’s now 66.

Arnold 
Schwarzenegger 
promises ‘twists’ 
in Terminator: 
Genesis

Los AngeLes, 27 
March — Veteran actor 
Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
who is reprising his role 
as Terminator in the fifth 
instalment of the epon-
ymous franchise, finds 
action scenes taxing, but 
promises to surprise the 
audience with interest-
ing twists in Terminator: 
Genesis.

The actor was mere-
ly 37 when he first played 
the character in the clas-
sic 1984 movie. Now at 
66, he found the action 
scenes taxing on his body, 
but he says the story still 
has a relevant context.

“The way that the 
character is written, it’s 
a machine underneath,” 
Schwarzenegger told 
MTV News, reports con-
tactmusic.com.

“It’s this metal skel-
eton. But above that is 
human flesh. And the 
Terminator’s flesh ages, 
just like any other human 
being’s flesh. Maybe not 
as fast. But it definitely 
ages,” said the actor.

Talking about the 
action scenes, he said: 
“Sometimes it does get 
more difficult when 
you’re 66 years old and 
doing this kind of action, 
versus when you’re in 
your 30s or in your 40s.

“Terminator deals 
a lot with time travel, so 
there will be a younger 
T-800, and then what that 
model does later on when 
it gets reprogrammed, 
and who gets a hold of 
him. So it will be all 
kinds of interesting twists 
in the movie, but I feel so 
good.”

Arnold wasn’t a part 
of the fourth Terminator 
movie released in 2009, 
but he doesn’t plan to 
miss out on any more of 
them.

PTI

Russell Crowe, Emma Watson take 
dance lessons together

London, 27 March — 
Actor Russell Crowe and 
Harry Potter star Emma 
Watson took dance lessons 
together while shooting for 

Noah Starring Russell and Emma will release 
on 28 March in India.

their new film Noah to take 
their minds off the hectic 
shoot.

The 49-year-old Glad-
iator star and Emma, 23, 

‘Frozen’ hits sales high 
note, holds throne on top of 

Billboard
Los AngeLes, 27 

March — The soundtrack 
to Disney’s “Frozen” 
showed no signs of slow-
ing down four months after 
its release, as sales for the 
album hit a high note and 
held the top spot on the 
Billboard 200 album chart 
on Wednesday.

“Frozen,” which fea-
tures the Oscar-winning 
song “Let It Go,” sold 
202,000 copies last week 
according to figures from 
Nielsen SoundScan, its 
biggest sales week since its 
25 November release.

“Frozen,” the Os-
car-winning animated tale 
of two Nordic princess sis-
ters who must save their 
kingdom from an eternal 
winter, has grossed more 
than $1 billion (603 million 
pounds) worldwide at the 
film box office. 

The spike in sales of 
its soundtrack was spurred 
by the release of the film on 

Kristen Anderson-Lopez and Robert Lopez hold their 
Oscars for best original song for “Let it Go’’ in the film 
“Frozen’’ at the 86th Academy Awards in Hollywood, 

California on 2 March, 2014.—ReuteRs

took Viennese waltz les-
sons to give themselves a 
break in between their ex-
haustive film shoot, report-
ed Contactmusic.

“We did Viennese 
waltz lessons every Sunday 
to take us away from the 
brutality of what we were 
doing on set. And then we 
would go and have a cup of 
tea. One day we went and 
had a steak and a bottle of 
wine and then ended up at 
the Russian tea house and 
had some caviar and vod-
ka,” Russell said.

Noah, based on the 
story of Noah’s Ark, has 
been directed by Darren 
Aronofsky. Russell will 
play the title role of Noah.

PTI

DVD.
Six new debuts entered 

the top ten of the Billboard 
200 chart this week, led by 
rapper YG’s “My Krazy 
Life” at No 2 with sales of 
61,000. Alt-rockers Foster 
the People debuted its lat-
est record “Supermodel” at 
No. 3, electronic music DJ 
Skrillex came in at No 4 
with “Recess” and grunge 
rockers The Pretty Reck-
less notched No 5 with 
“Going to Hell.”

Latin pop crooner En-
rique Iglesias’ latest stu-
dio album “Sex and Love” 
clocked in at No 8 in its 
opening week, while rock-
ers Taking Back Sunday 
rounded out the top ten 
with “Happiness Is.”

For the week ending 
on 23 March, overall album 
sales totalled 4.7 million, 
Billboard said, down 22 
percent from the compara-
ble sales week in 2013.

Reuters

Amitabh Bachchan writing about my album is 
an honour: Shibani Kashyap

MuMbAi, 27 March 
— Singer Shibani Kashy-
ap is honoured about the 
fact that Bollywood me-
gastar Amitabh Bachchan 
had asked his fans to lis-
ten to her new album. Big 
B praised the singer on his 
blog last week.

The Sajna Aa Bhi Ja 
hitmaker released her indie 
album Soneya on February 
28 and the album garnered 
appreciation from all quar-
ters.

“He (Amitabh Bach-
chan) did that on the day of 
Holi and I was like ‘Wow’, 
I’m going to play Holi even 
more. With more fervour 
and gusto. I was so de-
lighted and thrilled. And I 
thanked him. I was really 
happy,” Shibani told PTI.

The Delhi-based sing-
er teamed up with Mika for 
the album. Shibani said that 
even though she has known 

Big B asked his fans to listen to Shibani’s new album 
on his blog.

Mika for almost 15 years, 
this is the first time they are 
collaborating for an album.

“Sometimes it just 
doesn’t strike you that 
we can do a collaboration 
whereas we have done 
lots of shows together and 
we’ve hung out and shared 
a lot of musical ideas and 

jammed together but I 
guess it just struck me ac-
tually.

I said why don’t I do a 
song and feature you in it. 
He loved the idea and the 
melody, loved the music. I 
told him to sing in his own 
style,” Shibani said.

PTI

‘Unsafe speed’ caused car crash that 
killed Paul Walker

Los AngeLes, 27  
March — The fiery car ac-
cident last year that killed 
“Fast & Furious” actor 
Paul Walker was caused by 
excessive speed and not a 
mechanical failure, the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff 
said on Tuesday, conclud-
ing its almost four-month 
investigation.

The red Porsche Car-
rera GT sports car driven 
by Walker’s friend Roger 
Rodas, 38, was travelling 
at speeds of 80 to 93 miles 
per hour (129 to 150 kilom-
eters per hour) before Ro-
das lost control of the car 
and crashed into trees and 
a utility pole in Santa Clari-

ta, California, northwest of 
Los Angeles.

“Investigators deter-
mined the cause of the fa-
tal solo-vehicle collision 
was unsafe speed 
for the 

roadway conditions,” Los 
Angeles County Sheriff 
Commander Mike Parker 
said in a statement.

Walker, 40, died from 
traumatic injuries and 
burns while Rodas died 

of multiple traumatic in-
juries in the one-car 
crash on 30 Novem-
ber, the Los Angeles 
County coroner’s 
office determined in 
January.

Walker was in 
the process of film-

ing “Fast & Furious 
7” at the time and pro-

duction was halted a few 
days later.

ReutersUS actor Paul Walker 

‘Scandal’ actor Short charged in 
felony battery case

Los AngeLes, 27  
March — Actor Columbus 
Short, best known for his 
role as Harrison Wright 
on ABC’s hit drama series 
“Scandal,” was arrested 
on Wednesday on a felo-
ny battery charge, the Los 
Angeles County District 
Attorney said.

Actor Columbus 
Short, one of the 
stars of the film 

“Cadillac  
Records’’,attends 

the film’s premiere 
in Hollywood,  

California
 on 24 Nov, 2008.

ReuteRs

Short, 31, was in-
volved in a 15 March in-
cident where he was al-
leged to have punched and 
knocked out a male guest 
at a restaurant in West Los 
Angeles, the District Attor-
ney’s office said in a state-
ment.

Reuters
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* Local News
*  Let’s fly over Silver 

Mountain
*  World News
*  In The Studio: L CO
*  Local News
*  A Day Out With Sarah 

(EP-7)
*  World News
*  Myanmar Masterclass: 

Still Life (Glass)
*  Local News 
*  Traditional Matrimony 

of Khamti Shans
*  World News 
*  In The Studio : May 

Phyu Phyu
*  Local News
*  Visiting A Serene 

Village In The 
Northwest of Myanmar

*  World News
*  A Traditional Doctor
* Local News
* Bagan, Our Pride and 

Glory of the Past
* World News
* Graffiti: Character Art
* Local News
* An Ardent Aficionado 

Of Traditional Design
* World News
* Myanmar Movie 

Review - Mar Gyi Shay 
“Best of Health”

* Local News
* 100 Shuttle Silk Fabric 

and its Key Notes
* World News
* Director: Mg Myo Min 

(Yin Twin Pyit)
* Local News
* A Glance At A Naga 

Family Life
* World News
* Independent Filmmaker

6:00 am
1. Paritta By Hilly Region 

Missionary Sayadaw
6:30 am
2. Physical Exercise
7:00 am
3. News/Weather Report
7:20 am
4. Hyper Sports
8:30 am
5. India Drama Series
9:00 am
6. News/International 

News
9:45 am
7. ASEAN Programme
11:35 am
8. Myanmar Series
12:00 pm
9. News/International 

News/Weather Report
12:30 pm
10. Myanmar Movie
2:30 pm
11. Songs Programme
3:00 pm
12. News
3:20 pm
13. Teleplay
4:00 pm
14. News
4:45 pm
15. University of Distance  

   Education  
   (TV Lectures)  

    - Fourth  Year     
  (English)

5:00 pm
16. News
5:30 pm
17. India Drama Series
6:00 pm
18. News/Weather Report
6:25 pm
19. Amazing World
8:00 pm
20. News/International   

  News/Weather Report
8:45 pm
21. Hit Songs of Stars
9:00 pm
22. News
23. Hyper Sports
24. Teleplay 

Pos Clubs P W D L Point
1 Juventus  30 26 3 1 81
2 Roma  29 20 7 2 67
3 Napoli  30 18 7 5 61
4 Fiorentina  30 15 6 9 51
5 Inter  29 12 11 6 47
6 Parma  29 12 11 6 47
7 Atalanta  30 13 4 13 43
8 Lazio  30 11 9 10 42
9 Sampdoria  30 11 7 12 40
10 Verona  30 12 4 14 40
11 Torino  30 10 9 11 39
12 Milan  30 10 9 11 39
13 Genoa  30 10 9 11 39
14 Udinese  29 10 4 15 34
15   Cagliari  30 7 11 12 32
16   Chievo  30 7 6 17 27
17   Bologna  30 5 11 14 26
18   Livorno  30 6 6 18 24
19   Sassuolo  30 5 6 19 21
20       Catania      30   4         8          18         20

After brief respite, dark clouds return over Moyes

London, 27 March — 
After a brief ray of sun-
shine in a stormy season, 
the dark clouds were hov-
ering over Old Trafford 
again on Wednesday in the 
wake of another humilia-
tion for the champions.

A 3-0 home defeat by 
local rivals Manchester 
City, their third in a row 
against them at Old Traf-
ford, drained away any 
optimism born out of vic-
tories against Olympiakos 
and West Ham United the 
previous week and illus-
trated once again just how 
far United have fallen in 
such a short space of time.

United manager Da-
vid Moyes wore a glazed 
look as City’s gloating fans 
mocked him with chants 
of “five more years” while 
thousands of the home 
faithful voted with their 
feet, heading for the exits 
long before Yaya Toure 
put a realistic gloss to the 
scoreline with City’s 90th 
minute third.

“I am the one who 
picks the team,” Moyes, 

Manchester United’s manager David Moyes (L) and Ryan Giggs react during their 
English Premier League soccer match against Manchester City at Old Trafford in 

Manchester, northern England on 25 March, 2014.—ReuteRs

portrayed on one Old Traf-
ford banner as the “Chosen 
One”, said after the latest 
in a series of debilitating 
setbacks.

“I take responsibility 
and always will do. It is 
disappointing. I thought it 
would be a tough year but 
I hoped it would be more 
competitive.”

Club stewards had to 
step in when some fans 
tried to haul down the 
“Chosen One” banner as 
their frustration boiled over 
at another home humilia-
tion days after Liverpool 
thumped them 3-0 there.

This season they have 
lost six times at their former 
fortress in the league and 
on home form alone they 
would be 12th in the table, 
rather than the seventh spot 
they currently inhabit with 
seven games left.

While league defeats 
against the likes of West 
Bromwich Albion and 
Newcastle United, not to 
mention an FA Cup exit 
against Swansea, were 
hurtful, it is the way they 

have been outclassed by 
Liverpool and Manchester 
City in consecutive home 
league fixtures that have 
been most ego-damaging.

United’s record 
against the current top four 
is equally dire with one 
win, two draws and five de-
feats the sum total of their 
efforts against Chelsea, 
Liverpool, Man City and 
Arsenal.

Moyes had a similarly 
poor record against the top-
four when he was Everton 
manager but things were 
supposed to be different 
once he was given the con-
trols at United.

The reality is, howev-
er, that he has inherited a 
squad in decline, with too 
many players who would 
struggle to get a place on 
the bench at the Etihad, 
Stamford Bridge or An-
field.

England squad player 
Tom Cleverley, who has 
become the whipping boy 
of the fans, was hauled off 
at halftime on Tuesday but 
to single him for United’s 

malaise would be unfair.
Moyes’ two big sign-

ings since taking the job, 
Marouane Fellaini and 
Juan Mata, were outclassed 
by City’s midfield slickers 
while Michael Carrick la-
boured in United’s misfir-
ing engine room.

While there is some 
sympathy for Moyes and 
continued support from 
Ferguson, who watched 
from the stands on Tues-
day, and former players, 
patience is beginning to 
wear thin.

United look cumber-
some in defence, short of 
guile and pace in midfield 
and totally reliant up front 
on Wayne Rooney and 
Robin van Persie, who 
missed Tuesday’s match 
because of a knee inju-
ry that will keep him out 
of next week’s daunting 
Champions League quar-
ter-final against a rampant 
Bayern Munich side.

With no Champions 
League football, barring 
something extraordinary 
in the next month or so, 
next season Moyes faces a 
big challenge attracting the 
very best to Old Trafford in 
what will be a crucial sum-
mer of rebuilding.

The club’s name still 
means a lot around the 
world but modern-day foot-
ballers are fickle and they 
will go to the clubs that of-
fer them the biggest global 
stage. Tottenham Hotspur 
know only to well the dan-
gers of missing the out on 
the Champions League.

In 2012 they were de-
nied their place in the com-
petition despite finishing 
fourth after Chelsea won 
the final. The following 
summer Tottenham saw 
Luka Modric leave for Real 
Madrid and lost out on the 
signings of Eden Hazard 
and Oscar - to Chelsea.

Reuters

Visitors on a guided tour at Japanese sake brewer 
Kinshi-Masamune Co’s Shintokiwagura plant in Kyoto, 

western Japan, watch the sake fermentation process 
as “koji” malted rice and yeast are mixed on 28 Feb, 

2014. —Kyodo News

Japanese beverage makers let tourists see 
what’s brewing

osaka, 27 March 
— Faced with shrinking 
revenues in the domestic 
beverage market, a number 
of Japanese brewers and 
distillers have been seek-
ing to boost their brands 
by giving visitors a behind-
the-scenes look at their op-
erations.

Guided brewery 
and distillery tours have 
gained popularity particu-
larly among tourists from 
abroad, many of whom 
have a strong interest in 
Japanese food and drink.

At the end of Febru-
ary, a group of 25 people 

aged from their 20s to 60s, 
including three foreign 
visitors, took part in a free 
guided tour organized by 
Suntory Liquors Ltd.’s 
Suntory Yamazaki Dis-
tillery in Shimamoto, Osa-
ka Prefecture, in western 
Japan.

Following the 40-min-
ute tour walking through 
its distillation facility with 
copper pot stills and a stor-
age house with whiskey 
barrels, the visitors also 
tasted whiskies of Sunto-
ry’s popular “Yamazaki” 
and “Hakushu” brands.

Kyodo News

Serie A Standing Table
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Rampant City in mood to 
inflict killer blow on Arsenal

Sunderland’s Ki Sung-Yeung (L) is challenged by 
Liverpool’s Raheem Sterling during their English 

Premier League soccer match at Anfield in Liverpool, 
northern England on 26 March, 2014.

ReuteRs

Nishikori stuns Federer to reach Miami semis

MiaMi, 27 March — 
A tireless Kei Nishikori 
shocked 17-time grand 
slam winner Roger Federer 
3-6, 7-5, 6-4 on Wednes-
day to claim his second top 
five scalp in two days and 
reach the semi-finals of the 
Sony Open.

After knocking off 
fourth seeded Spaniard Da-
vid Ferrer in a three-hour 
marathon on Tuesday, the 
21st ranked Japanese was 

Cibulkova 
reaches Miami 
semis, cracks 
world top 10

Dominika Cibulkova

London, 27 March — Manchester City 
will look to compound Arsene Wenger’s 
woes when they visit the Emirates stadium 
this weekend, knowing a win would take 
them closer to the Premier League title and 
inflict a potentially fatal blow to Arsenal’s 
chances.

Wenger’s side have capitulated in 
recent weeks and a win for Manuel Pel-
legrini’s team in London would almost 
certainly leave the battle for the Premier 
League crown as a three-way race between 
City, Liverpool and Chelsea. Arsenal, hu-
miliated 6-0 at leaders Chelsea and held 
to a 2-2 home draw by Swansea City after 
conceding a last-minute equaliser on Tues-
day, would have hoped for an easier match 
to revive their ailing title bid.

City lie third with 66 points, three be-
hind Chelsea but with two games in hand, 
and they will look to build on their impres-
sive 3-0 win at bitter local rivals Manches-
ter United on Tuesday.

Jose Mourinho’s Chelsea travel 
to struggling Crystal Palace and sec-
ond-placed Liverpool, only a point off the 
top on 68 points, host Tottenham Hotspur. 
It is 10 years since Arsenal last won the 
league and they approach the match on Sat-
urday looking not only to keep their slim 
title hopes alive but to cement a place in 
the top four and qualify for next season’s 
Champions League.

Fifth-placed Everton are breath-
ing down their necks, six points adrift of 
Wenger’s men but with a game in hand and 
a trip to bottom club Fulham on Sunday 
presents the chance to move a step closer to 
the top four. Wenger endured a torrid time 
in his 1,000th match in charge of Arsenal 
at Stamford Bridge and anticipates another 
tough match against City.

“Manchester City had a good result 
tonight (against United), they look a bit un-
stoppable and are favourites because they 

forced to go the distance 
again, surviving a two-hour 
center court battle with 
Federer.

Nishikori has been one 
of Federer’s few bogey-
men, having now gotten the 
better of the Swiss maestro 
in two of their three career 
meetings.

“To beat Roger, and 
it’s second time to beat 
him... I thought I really 
played well, especially in 

 MiaMi, 27 March —
Slovakia’s Dominika Ci-
bulkova fought of three 
match points to claim a 3-6, 
7-6 (7-5), 6-3 upset win 
over third seed Agnieszka 
Radwanska of Poland at a 
windswept Crandon Park 
on Wednesday to reach the 
Sony Open semis.

With both players 
struggling in cool, blustery 
conditions, the 10th seeded 
Cibulkova reached the fi-

nal four for the first time 
in eight visits to Miami 
despite being broken 
10 times, committing 
51 unforced errors 
and eight double 
faults. The match 
was certainly not 
of the same quali-
ty the pair showed 
in their Australian 

Open semi-final 
earlier this year, as 

Cibulkova waited 
until the fourth game 

of the second set before 
managing to hold serve 
for the first time. “I have 
to say I’m really glad, 
especially about my win 
today,” said Cibulko-
va, who will move into 
the top 10 of the world 
rankings for the first time 
with the win.

“It wasn’t easy at all to 
play today against Aga with 
the wind and conditions and 
I had to stay aggressive all 
the time even if I missed 
many shots.”

Reuters

Djokovic ends Murray’s 
reign to reach Mi-
ami semi-finals 

World num-
ber two Novak 
Djokovic ended 
Andy Murray’s 
reign as Sony 
Open champion on 
Wednesday easing 
past the sixth seed-
ed Briton 7-5, 

6-3 to advance 
to the Miami semi-fi-
nals.

For Djokovic, a three-
time winner on the Miami 
hardcourts, the victory 
was a small measure 
of revenge as the 
rivals clashed for 
the first time 
since Murray 
beat the 

Serb in last year’s Wim-
bledon final. Murray, 

playing his first event 
since splitting with 
coach Ivan Lendl 

last week, had 
looked in-

creas-
ingly comfort-

able and confident on 
his own but Djok-

ovic kept the Scots-
man under almost 
constant pres-
sure in blustery 

conditions.
Reuters the third,” Nishikori told 

reporters. “I was hitting 
both deep and striking well. 
Everything was going well.

“There was couple of 
tough moments, but I was 
fighting through and happy 
to win today.”

Kei Nishikori

still have two games in hand,” Wenger said 
after the Swansea draw.“Them and Chelsea 
are the favourites for the title. We don’t have 
too much room to come back into it.” City 
beat Arsenal 6-3 at home this season but 
captain Vincent Kompany said the trip to the 
Emirates Stadium was a potential stumbling 
block.

“It’s just one little step. The other teams 
are still very good,” the Belgium de-
fender told reporters.

“With the game against 
Arsenal, obviously it’s good 
in a way, because you 
don’t have to make a big 
effort to get the lads fo-
cused again.”

Chelsea are ex-
pecting to be with-
out striker Samuel 
Eto’o for their visit to 
Palace, but as the s i x 
goals from five dif- f e r e n t 
players proved against Arsenal, they 
should still have enough firepower to 
see off the hosts. Brendan Rodgers’s Liv-
erpool side will look to maintain their push 
for a first league title in 24 years against an 
unpredictable Tottenham on Sunday. For-
mer Liverpool defender Jamie Carragher 
believes that if his old club can win the ti-
tle this season it will be an even greater feat 
than the 2005 Champions League final win 
he played in.

“I think this Liverpool team is bet-
ter than the side that won the Champions 
League in 2005, but you could argue that 
winning the Premier League this season 
would be a bigger achievement,” he told 
Sky Sports. Liverpool have won their last 
seven league games but if Tim Sherwood’s 
side, who start the weekend in sixth on 56 
points, can grab a victory they too will have 
their north London rivals sweating on fourth 
place.—Reuters


