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Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—A delegation from 
the Yangon-based Drug 
Enforcement Administra-
tion (DEA) of the United 
States of America went 
on an inspection tour of 
checkpoints in Tachilek 
District on Wednesday.

Accompanied by of-
ficials from Myanmar’s 
Anti-Narcotics Task Force, 
the five-member DEA del-
egation led by John Whalen 
visited Maeyan checkpoint 
in Tachilek, Pasa village 
checkpoint on the bank of 
Mekong River, Wanpon 
International Inland Port 
and the Golden Triangle 
border area shared by My-
anmar, Thailand and Laos. 

The delegation mem-
bers discussed counter-nar-
cotics activities with of-
ficials in Tachilek, and 
inspected the border area 
between Myanmar and 
Thailand near Pakhar vil-
lage.—Myintmoh-Tachilek

U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 
officials visit checkpoints in Tachilek

Delegation of Drug Enforcement Administration Yangon visits Tachilek. 

Myintmoh-Tachilek 

As the ancient city of 
Bagan is attracting 

more and more foreign 
tourists, the number of 
displaced dwellers is on 
the increase, making way 
for huge new infrastruc-
ture developments. The 
price of land has soared, 
and locals watch with 
anxiety the speed of con-
struction projects every-
where.

“I sold my land with 
an area of seven acres in 
Bagan five years ago. Due 
to the price hike of proper-
ty in recent years, it is im-
possible for me to buy my 
land back even if I won a K 
150 million lottery prize. I 
have to stay here as a street 

Byline: Ko Myo (Shwe Paukkan)

Local dwellers displaced as 
land prices in Bagan soar

vendor in the neighbor-
hood of Bagan as I cannot 
live anywhere close to my 
native land,” said a man 
selling local products near 
Shwegugyi Pagoda. Busi-
nessmen are now investing 
heavily in order to profit 
from the tourism boom in 
the region, with locals often 
pressured to sell their land.

Hotels, motels, inns, 
guesthouses and restau-
rants have been built to 
accommodate the influx 
of globetrotters. Bagan, 
famed for its ancient tem-
ples and quiet rural life is 
now turning into a modern 
town, changing its face for 

good. It is one of the main 
tourist attractions in Myan-
mar, earning the govern-
ment a great deal of foreign 
currency.

Bagan is a culturally 
and religiously significant 
area in Myanmar, featuring 
awe-inspiring ancient edi-
fices with unique architec-
ture. What used to be a des-
tination off the beaten path 
is now crowded with tour 
groups and backpackers, 
also prompting fears that 
the ancient buildings might 
in future deteriorate to the 
extent Cambodia’s world 
famous Angkor Wat has.

Trs: YM

Photo shows part of Bagan where local residents 
are displaced due to skyrocketing land prices. 

Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—Marking Inter-
national Women’s Day in 
Nay Pyi Taw on Saturday, 
the wife of President U 
Thein Sein called for  a law 
to guarantee the rights of  
women.

In her opening speech 
at the official celebrations, 

President’s wife calls for 
new law to protect women

Daw Khin Khin Win, pa-
tron of several women’s 
affairs groups including the 
Myanmar Women’s Af-
fairs  Federation, said the 
2008 constitution enshrines 
equal rights for men and 
women.

She said the Myanmar 
Criminal Law, the Myan-

Women should be  drafted 
to fully protect women’s 
rights.

Myanmar does active-
ly promote women’s rights 
as part of the United Na-
tions’ Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, she added. 

She also called on My-
anmar women to actively 

Daw Khin 

Khin Win, 

patron of 

several 

women’s 

affairs 

groups 

shaking 

hands 

with 

attendee.

mna

mar Reproductive Health 
Law, Myanmar Traditions 
and Customs Law have 
all helped to protect My-
anmar women, but that a 
new bill in accordance with 
the UN Convention on the 
Elimination of  All Forms 
of  Discrimination against  

participate in the upcoming 
National Census which will 
begin on 30 March, 2014. 

The United Nations 
theme for the 2014 Inter-
national Women’s Day is 
“Equality for women is 
progress for all.”

 MNA

Unlicensed private hospital 
shut in Yangon

Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—The Central 
Body relating to Private 
Care Services under the 
Ministry of Health has 
been encouraging private 
health care services ena-
bling them to participate 
in national health care 
system in accord with Pri-
vate Health Care Services 
Law. The central body 
issued licenses to private 
health care services and is 
taking action against those 
who failed to abide by the 
law.

Central Body relating 

to Private Care Servic-
es on 28-2-2014 revoked 
license of Shwe Padauk 
Hospital on Bayintnaung 
Street in Kamayut Town-
ship in Yangon Region in 
accord with Subsection 
(d), Section 26 of Private 
Health Care Services Law 
as it was not in conformity 
with Subsection (a), Sec-
tion 19 of the law as it was 
found that foreigner phy-
sicians are giving medical 
treatment to patients at the 
hospital without license of 
Myanmar Medical Coun-
cil.—MNA                
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Stimulate Citizens’ sense of participating in census taking process: 
Myanmar is now in the transitional period. Census taking is one of the 

tools for achieving success in pursuing national development and the whole 
country is excited to participate in the process. Myingyan in Mandalay Region 
saw a billboard stimulating such a sense as authorities erected the billboard 
at five public places in the town on 7-3-2014.—U Zaw Min Naing (Myingyan)

New umbrella offered to Klatcha Pagoda 
in Kyaikto

Kyaikto, 8 March—
Under the aegis of mem-
ber monks of Township 
Sangha Nayaka Committee 
and with the arrangement 
of Missionary Hermit U 
Aung, a golden umbrella 
to be hoisted atop historic 
Klatcha pagoda started its 
procession on 7 March in 
Kyaikto. 

The pagoda is located 
in Kyundaw village tract 
in Kyaikto of Mon State 
about 112 miles far from 
Yangon. The renovation of 
the ancient pagoda will be 
made at a cost of 20 mil-
lion Kyat. The last umbrel-
la hoisting ceremony was 
held in 1993.

U Khin Maung Myint

Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—As the govern-
ment is pursuing national 
development laying down 
firm objectives in political, 
economic and social affairs, 
raising the sports stand-
ard is no exemption said  

Summer Sports Training Courses 
opened in Nay Pyi Taw

Deputy Minister for Sports 
U Thaung Htaik at the open-
ing of summer sports train-
ing courses in Nay Pyi Taw 
on 7 March. Such kinds of 
sports as soccer, volleyball, 
Myanmar Traditional Mar-
tial Arts called Thaing, Ka-

Young get more reading 
habits

Tatkon, 8 March—
Now is a summer holiday 
for the young especially for 
children of primary level 
to Grade X of high school 
level. Children frequented 
library of Information and 
Public Relations Depart-
ment in Tatkon. 

IPRD is trying its best 

to broaden the horizon of 
the people. Among these 
endeavours, raising the 
reading habits of the people 
is one of its tasks. Thanks 
to its effort, children turned 
their attention to library 
and on 7 March alone, 
nearly 100 children visited 
the library.—District IPRD

ratedo, Taekwondo, Sepak 
Takraw, Wushu, Track and 
Field, and Cane ball called 
Chinlone, will be includ-
ed in the courses to be run 
from 7 to 21 March.

Sports and Physical 
Education Department

Mohnyin conducts census training
Mohnyin, 8 March—

Sixty-six teachers from 
Mohnyin, Mogaung and 
Phakant in Kachin State 
received training on census 
taking from 6 to 11 March. 

At the opening cere-
mony of the course, train-
ees were briefed on popu-
lation and housing census 
taking process by dis-
trict-level local authorities 
and Immigration officers. 
More course will be con-
ducted at township-level.

NLM-001

Yangon, 8 March—
India’s Engineering Ex-
port Promotion Council 
will showcase the coun-
try’s rapid progress in the 
engineering sector at the 
Indian Engineering Exhi-
bition INDEE in Yangon 
from March 13-15.

It is the first time the 
exhibit takes place in My-
anmar, with organizers 
saying they want to pro-
vide a platform to Indian 

Indian Engineering Exhibition to take 
place from 13-15 March in Yangon

exporters.
The event is jointly 

organized by the Union 
of Myanmar Federation of 
Chambers of Commerce 
and Industry (UMFCCI) 
and will serve as a great 
source of inspiration to 
SME entrepreneurs in My-
anmar, according to UM-
FCCI Vice-President Dr 
Maung Maung Lay. 

A wide variety of 
products will be on dis-

play, including construc-
tion materials and engines. 
“It is our company’s first 
exhibition in Myanmar 
and we will display state 
of-the-art equipment pro-
duced by top Indian com-
panies,” said Mr. B Sarkar, 
Executive Director of 
EEPC India.

The exhibit will take 
place at Tatmadaw Con-
vention Hall in Yangon.

Myat Sandi Thin Zaw

Yangon, 8 March—
The Graduation Ceremony 
of the Certificate Course 
in Basic Diplomatic Skills 
(32/2013) conducted by 
the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs was held at Wunzin-
minyarzar Hall on Friday 
morning, with a closing 
address delivered by Dep-
uty Minister for Foreign 

Certificate course in basic 
diplomatic skills concludes

Affairs U Thant Kyaw.
The 12-week course 

comprises contempo-
rary international affairs, 
holding and attending of 
international conferenc-
es, negotiation skills, in-
ternational law, interna-
tional economic relations, 
international etiquette, 
diplomatic and official 

correspondence and com-
munication skills, among 
others. It was attended by 
153 trainees.

It was also learnt that 
the Simulation of Formal 
Banquet was held at the 
Park Royal Hotel as part of 
the curriculum of the certif-
icate course in basic diplo-
matic skills in the presence 
of Deputy Foreign Affairs 
Minister U Thant Kyaw.

MNA

Photo shows opening ceremony of summer sports training courses 
in Nay Pyi Taw.—Sports and Physical Education Department
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A woman (C), believed to be the relative of a passenger onboard Malaysia Airlines 
flight MH370, covers her face as she cries at the Beijing Capital International Air-

port in Beijing on 8 March, 2014.—Reuters

 Iran, world powers hold ‘substantive 
and useful’ nuclear talks

Vienna, 8 March — 
Iran and six world pow-
ers held “substantive and 
useful” expert-level talks 
over Teheran’s nuclear pro-
gramme  this week, they said 
on Friday, ahead of a new 
round of political negotia-
tions later this month.

Seeking to build on an 
interim agreement reached 
late last year in Geneva, Iran 
and the major powers aim 
to hammer out a final settle-
ment of the decade-old dis-
pute over the Islamic Repub-
lic’s atomic activities by late 
July. Both sides have made 
clear their political will to 

reach a long-term accord 
and have scheduled a series 
of meetings in the coming 
months. But they also ac-
knowledge that there are still 
big differences over the fu-
ture scope of Iran’s nuclear 
programme and that success 
is far from guaranteed.

The 5-7 March talks 
at the United Nations com-
plex in Vienna, which ended 
around midday on Friday, 
were to prepare for the next 
meeting of chief negotiators 
due to start on 18 March, 
also in the Austrian cap-
ital. “The talks are very  
serious and substantive and 

useful,” the head of the Ira-
nian delegation at the ex-
pert-level talks, senior For-
eign Ministry official Hamid 
Baidinejad, told Iran’s Fars 
news agency ahead of Fri-
day’s session.

He later told the official 
IRNA news agency that “the 
result will be conveyed to 
capitals” but gave no details. 
In Brussels, a spokeswoman 
for European Union foreign 
policy chief Catherine Asht-
on said: “I can confirm that 
the technical talks are over, 
they were substantive and 
useful.”

Reuters

Japanese 
Emperor 
Akihito 
(L) and 
Empress 
Michiko 
(R) see 

Estonian 
President 
Toomas 
Hendrik 
Ilves and 
his wife 

Evelin off 
after their 
meeting 
at the 

Imperial 
Palace in 
Tokyo on 
7 March, 

2014.
 Kyodo 
News

Fukushima fighting concerns on 
local food 3 years after crisis

Tokyo, 8 March — 
The Fukushima prefectur-
al government and local 
industry groups are still 
struggling with concerns 
over the safety of local 
food products as Japan is 
set to mark the third anni-
versary of the nuclear dis-
aster following the massive 
earthquake and tsunami of 
11 March, 2011.

A recent survey by 
an organization to support 
small businesses in the 
prefecture found that 30.2 
percent of responding con-
sumers in the Tokyo met-
ropolitan area say they still 
do not buy food products 
from Fukushima, almost 
unchanged from 15 months 
before, despite government 
campaigns to promote Fuk-
ushima products.

Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe has repeatedly stressed 

the safety of food products 
from Fukushima, saying 
in his policy speech at the 
opening of an extraordi-
nary Diet session last Oc-
tober that he “eats Fukus-
hima rice every day.” The 
results also showed 28.2 
percent of respondents said 
they have changed their 
decision-making process 
when buying food since the  
nuclear accident, according 
to the Fukushima Federa-
tion of Societies of Com-
merce and Industry.

In the wake of the 
Fukushima Daiichi nucle-
ar power plant accident, 
safety concerns on food 
bearing the name Fukus-
hima have spread among 
customers. The survey was 
conducted in December 
last year via the Internet on 
500 people living in Tokyo 
and its neighbouring Kana-

gawa, China and Saitama 
prefectures — Japan’s 
most populous region. 

“It seems to be diffi-
cult to alter the mindset of 
30 percent of people who 
say they don’t buy Fuk-
ushima food, as they are 
unlikely to make a pur-
chase until they are sure 
the problems have been 
overcome,” an official of 
the federation said.

“Some consumers 
who buy Fukushima sake 
for their own consump-
tion do not choose it as a 
gift for others, fearing it 
would be inappropriate. 
That is one example of the 
damaging rumors,” said 
Inokichi Shinjo, president 
of Suehiro Sake Co., in an 
event in Tokyo to promote 
Japanese rice wine from 
Fukushima.

Kyodo News

Tokyo, 8 March — Ja-
pan’s nuclear academic so-
ciety said on Saturday the 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
complex withstood the im-
pact of the huge earthquake 
in March 2011 but saw a 
disaster occur due to inad-
equate preparations against 
tsunami and severe acci-
dents.

“We think safety func-
tions were not particularly 
affected by the earthquake 
(before tsunami waves hit 
the plant)...the direct cause 
of the accident was insuffi-
cient measures to deal with 
tsunami, severe accidents 
and emergencies,” an acci-
dent investigation panel of 
the Atomic Energy Society 
of Japan said in its report.

The report also said 
nuclear experts had failed 
to play their part to improve 
nuclear safety before the 

Nuclear society says inadequate 
safety steps led to Fukushima crisis

Fukushima crisis, as they 
“locked themselves in their 
narrow field of expertise” 
and were not much aware of 
the risks associated with nat-
ural disasters.

“Tsunami issues were 
discussed by experts on tsu-
nami, and not enough study 
was made on what kind of 
risks they could bring to 
nuclear power plants,” the 
report said. The document 
follows four other nuclear 
accident investigation re-
ports released from a Di-
et-appointed panel, Tokyo 
Electric Power Co., the 
operator of the Fukushima 
Daiichi plant, and others. 
Some controversial issues 
include whether the March 
2011 earthquake could have 
damaged equipment neces-
sary for ensuring safety and 
that a small-scale coolant 
loss may have occurred in 

the plant’s No 1 unit. But 
the academic society’s pan-
el denied that such a loss of 
coolant had occurred, based 
on its data analysis.

The panel is headed by 
Satoru Tanaka, a professor 
at the University of Tokyo. 
For analysis, the panel said it 
used data announced by the 
government and TEPCO as 
well as information included 
in other accident investiga-
tion panel reports.

In the Fukushima nu-
clear crisis, tsunami waves 
that followed a magnitude 
9.0 earthquake flooded elec-
trical equipment, leading to 
a loss of power sources as 
well as the key reactor cool-
ing systems. The Nos. 1 to 3 
reactors suffered meltdowns, 
making it the world’s worst 
nuclear accident since the 
1986 Chernobyl disaster.

Kyodo News

Malaysia Airlines plane crashes in South China Sea with  
239 people aboard

Kuala Lumpur, 8 
March — A Malaysia 
Airlines flight carrying 
227 passengers and 12 
crew crashed in the South 
China Sea on Saturday, 
Vietnamese state media 
said, quoting a senior naval 
official.

The Boeing 777-
200ER flight from Kuala 
Lumpur to Beijing had 
been missing for hours 
when Vietnam’s Tuoi Tre 
news quoted Admiral Ngo 
Van Phat as saying he had 
asked boats from an island 
off south Vietnam to rush 
to the crash site.

If the report is con-
firmed, it would mark the 
U.S.-built airliner’s dead-
liest crash since entering 
service 19 years ago.

Malaysia Airlines had 

China Sea to help in any 
rescue, state television said 
on one of its microblogs.

“We are extremely 
worried,” Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi told 

reporters in Beijing before 
the Vietnamese report that 
the plane had crashed. “The 
news is very disturbing. We 
hope everyone on the plane 
is safe.”

The flight left Kuala 
Lumpur at 12.21 am (1621 
GMT Friday) but no trace 
had been found of the plane 
hours after it was due to land 
in the Chinese capital at 6.30 

am (2230 GMT Friday) the 
same day.

“We deeply regret that 
we have lost all contacts 
with flight MH370,” Jau-
hari said. Malaysia Airlines 
said people from at least 14 
nationalities were among 
the 227 passengers - at least 
152 Chinese, 38 Malay-
sians, seven Indonesians, 
six Australians, five Indi-
ans, four French and three 
Americans. Two infants 
were among the passengers.

If it is confirmed that 
the plane has crashed, 
the loss would mark the 
second fatal accident in-
volving a Boeing 777 in 
less than a year and by 
far the worst since the jet 
entered service in 1995.  
An Asiana Airlines Boeing 
777-200ER crash-landed in 
San Francisco in July 2013, 
killing three passengers and 
injuring more than 180.

Reuters

yet to confirm that the air-
craft had crashed. It said ear-
lier in the day that no distress 
signal had been given and 
cited early speculation that 
the plane may have landed in 
Nanming in southern China.

Flight MH370, oper-
ating a Boeing 777-200ER 
aircraft, last had contact 
with air traffic controllers 
120 nautical miles off the 
east coast of the Malaysian 
town of Kota Bharu, Malay-
sia Airlines chief executive 
Ahmad Jauhari Yahya said 
in a statement read to a 
news conference in Kuala 
Lumpur.

Malaysia and Vietnam 
were conducting a joint 
search and rescue, he said 
but gave no details. China 
has also sent two maritime 
rescue ships to the South 
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Recreation

Horse Trail Riding

Every foreigner or local people can ride the horse 
for relaxing, sport and health in Yangon Equestrian 
& country club. It was formed in 1982 at Kyaikkasan 
Sport Complex, Tamway and making the horse riding 
training. A few local services also have arranged special 
trekking trip experiences by horse riding as “nature tour 
with adventures exposure.

Discover the wonderful horse-riding trails (indoor 
and outdoor) under the guidance of experience trainers.

1. Yangon Equestrian & Country Club, YKKO 
Riding Club (Hmaw Bi)

YKKO Riding Club (Hmaw Bi) – Htan Pin Kone 
Village- Pa Auk- Lawkatuhkhan Pagoda- Pan Tapwint 
Hill- Phu Gyi Dam

2. Nature’s Life Equestrian & Country Club lo-
cated at food of the Yankin Hill in Mandalay Division, 
Pathein Gyi Tsp.

If you want to take outdoor trekking in Mandalay, 
there are two trails:

(a)	 Trails for 25 km Horse Riding Map- around 
Mandalay Hill

(b)	 Trails for 20 km Horse Riding Map- around 
Yankin Hill

3. MO Riding Club (MRC) located at Htee-pu Vil-
lage on the way of Mt. Popa and Pindaya-Kalaw Out-
door Trekking by Horse.

(a) Htee-pu Village – Mt. Popa (20 km), 
Htee-pu Village – Nga –tha-yauk village (23km), 
Htee-pu Village – Tuyin  Hill (28 km)
(b) Pindaya Horse treks – Heho to Pindaya
(c) Kalaw Horse treks- Kalaw to Indein
(d) Aungban – Indein

US special forces sent to train Iraqi special forces in Jordan

Iraq’s Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki speaks during an 
interview with Reuters in Baghdad on 12 Jan, 2014.

Reuters

Washington, 8 March 
— The United States re-
cently sent a small number 
of special forces soldiers to 
Jordan to train with coun-
terparts from Iraq and Jor-
dan, a new step in the Oba-
ma administration’s effort 
to help Baghdad stamp out 
a resurgent al-Qaeda threat, 
a US defence official said 
on Friday.

The US contingent 
was dispatched to take part 
in a training exchange with 
counterterrorism forces 
from Iraq and Jordan, al-
lowing the administration 
to provide a modest new 
measure of support to Iraqi 
Prime Minister Nuri al-Ma-
liki.

“The training will bol-
ster skills in counterterror-
ism and special operations 
tactics, techniques and 
procedures,” a US defence 
official said on condition of 
anonymity.

The training, which 
includes less than 100 
elite soldiers from the 
three countries, began last 
weekend. It will continue 
through the end of April, 
although the Iraqi soldiers 
will only take part through 
the end of this month, the 
official said.

The new training 
complements stepped-up 

sales of US weaponry to 
Maliki’s government, and 
reflects increased concern 
among US officials about 
Iraq’s security trajectory 
more than two years after 
all American troops depart-
ed.

Reuters was first to 
report in January that US 
officials were considering 
supporting training of elite 

Iraqi forces in a third coun-
try.

In the past, US of-
ficials had said that they 
were considering training 
the Iraqi forces at a private-
ly run special operations 
training center near Am-
man.

Jordan, grappling with 
the mounting impact of the 
grinding conflict in neigh-
boring Syria, is one of the 
United States’ closest allies 
in the Middle East.

The US response to 
mounting sectarian ten-
sions and surging vio-
lence in Iraq has been 
limited by reluctance to 
further empower Maliki, 
a Shi’ite Muslim leader 
increasingly at odds with 
Iraqi Sunni Muslims, and 
a widespread desire to en-
sure US soldiers aren’t in-
volved in another Middle 
Eastern conflict.

Reuters

Japanese students visit US 
military academy, part of 

culture exchange
West Point, (New 

York), 8 March — A group 
of Japanese university stu-
dents on Thursday visited 
the US Military Academy 
at West Point, 70 kilo-
metres north of Manhattan, 
to kick off a cultural pro-
gramme  to develop closer 
ties between the two coun-
tries.

“With the US pivot 
towards Asia (emphasiz-
ing) relationships with the 
countries in the region, in-
cluding with our friend and 
ally Japan, (our department 
here wants) to increase 
cross-cultural communi-
cation and compassion 
towards other cultures,” 
Ruth Beitler, professor of 
comparative politics, told  

Kyodo News. “This is a 
great way to do that.”

The students’ visit is 
part of the Kakehashi Pro-
ject, an initiative from the 
Japan Foundation and the 
Laurasian Institution to 
promote “deeper mutual 
understanding among the 
people of Japan and the 
United States.”

In turn, the West Point 
group will send 23 cadets 
to Japan this summer on a 
10-day trip. On the daylong 
visit, 23 students from the 
University of Tsukuba in 
Ibaraki Prefecture sat in on 
classes, toured the campus 
and made two presenta-
tions about Japanese cul-
ture to cadets there.

Kyodo News

China to hold int’l conference 
on Afghanistan issue

Beijing, 8 March — 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
said on Saturday that Chi-
na will hold the Foreign 
Ministerial Conference of 
the Istanbul Process on Af-
ghanistan in August.

“We will send invita-
tions to the Istanbul Pro-
cess’ 14 member states 
and 28 supporting parties,” 
Wang told a Press confer-
ence on the sidelines of the 
annual session of the top 
legislature.

“We hope that through 
the process we can help the 
parties build consensus, 
work together to support 
efforts to complete the tri-
ple transitions, and encour-
age the situation in Af-
ghanistan to move toward 
lasting peace,” he added.

The first one to be 
held in China, the Fourth 
Foreign Ministerial Con-
ference of the Istanbul 
Process on Afghanistan 
was slated for August in 
China’s Tianjin. Wang 
paid an official visit to  

Afghanistan in late Febru-
ary. He met with Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai, 
his Afghan counterpart 
Zarar Ahmad Osmani, and 
Rangin Dadfar Spanta, 
Karzai’s national security 
advisor.

Wang said this year 
will be a crucial one for 
Afghanistan. The country 
will go through political, 
security and economic 
transitions all at the same 
time.

Of course it’s mainly 
up to Afghan people to re-
alize the triple transitions, 
but they cannot do with-
out the help and support of 
international community, 
Wang added.

China is Afghanistan’s 
biggest neighbour. Afghan-
istan’s peace and stability 
has a direct bearing on se-
curity in China’s western 
region. We hope to see a 
united, stable, growing and 
amicable Afghanistan, ac-
cording to Wang.

Xinhua

Latin American foreign ministers 
to discuss Venezuela unrest

Quito, 8 March — 
Latin American foreign 
ministers will meet next 
week to discuss the unrest 
in Venezuela that has left 
at least 20 dead and con-
vulsed the South American 
OPEC nation, diplomatic 
sources said on Friday.

The officials will 
gather on Tuesday at a 
meeting of the Union of 
South American Nations 
(Unasur) group of Latin 
American nations in Chile, 
where the leaders are con-
gregating for the inaugura-
tion of President Michelle 
Bachelet. Ecuadorean 
President Rafael Cor-
rea said late on Thursday 

that the bloc’s presidents 
would meet. Diplomatic 
sources said, however, that 
foreign ministers would 
meet instead.

Venezuelan opposi-
tion sympathizers have 
been holding rowdy street 
protests for nearly a month 
to demand the resigna-
tion of President Nicolas 
Maduro. They accuse his 
government of using ex-
cessive force against dem-
onstrators.

Maduro says the 
demonstrations are part of 
a Washington-backed plot 
to overthrow his govern-
ment.

Reuters

People look at the view from the observation deck of 
Japan’s tallest skyscraper, the 300-metre Abeno Har-
ukas, on 7 March, 2014, the day when it fully opened 

in Osaka, western Japan.—Kyodo News

The following is the reproduction of the Myanmar 
Hotel and Tourism Guide 2013. Please visit www.tour-
ismguide.com.mm for further information. — Ed

Golfing

Golf is one of the most popular sports of wealthy 
Myanmar citizens, and the country has scores of golf 
courses. Some, such as the Yangon Golf Club, were 
established during the colonial period, and others, such 
as the world-class Pun Hlaing Golf Club, have opened 
since 2000.

Bicycling

Bicycle tours are becoming an increasingly popular 
way for tourists to enjoy the country’s beautiful scenery 
and meet its friendly, hospitable people. Bicycle tours 
are limited mainly to central and upper Myanmar.

Diving

 Myanmar’s long coastline has many fine sites for 
snorkelling or scuba-diving. The Myeik Archipela-
go is emerging as a major destination for live-aboard 
dive tours and there are also good dive sites off Ngwe 
Hsaung Beach. Some travel agencies can arrange dive 
training. 

Trekking

Most of the wildlife sanctuaries open to tourists are 
ideal for trekking. There are more than 40 wildlife sanc-
tuaries throughout the country, of which 15 are open to 
tourists.

In addition, trekking tours are also available around 
Natma Taung, Chin State, Inlay Lake-Pindaya in Shan 
State, Kyaikhtiyo ‘Golden Rock’ Pagoda in Mon State 
and PyinOoLwin in Mandalay Region.
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Photos show Nobiru Station on the JR Senseki Line in Higashimatsushima, 
Miyagi Prefecture, on 14 March, 2011 (L), three days after the Great East Japan 

Earthquake and tsunami, and on 3 March, 2014 (R). —Kyodo News

 German president offers apology for Nazi crimes during visit to Greece
German President 

Joachim Gauck (2nd 
L) pays respects to the 
monument in memory 
for dozens of villagers 
massacred by German 
army troops in 1943, at 

the village of Ligiades in 
northwestern Greece, on 
7 March, 2014. Gauck 

visited the site accompa-
nied by Greek President 

Karolos Papoulias, a for-
mer partisan in his teens 

who comes from the 
nearby town of Ioanni-

na. During his three-day 
visit to Greece, Gauck 

expressed deep guilt for 
Nazi atrocities during 

the 1941-44 occupation 
of Greece but stuck to 

the official German posi-
tion that the issue of war 
reparations that Athens 
wants has been settled 
decades ago. —Xinhua

Athens, 8 March —
German President Joachim 
Gauck offered apology for 
the atrocities committed 
by Nazi troops in Greece 
on Friday at the end of a 
three-day visit to the coun-
try aiming to ease the an-
ti-German sentiment over 
the handling of the eco-
nomic crisis. “I would like 
to say what the perpetra-
tors, but also those political 
responsible in the post-war 
period, did not want or 
were not able to say; what 
happened here was a brutal 
injustice. With a sense of 
shame and pain I am saying 
sorry to the families of vic-
tims,” Gauck said visiting 
the village of Lingiades in 
northeastern Greece with 
Greek President Karolos 
Papoulias.

At the site of a mas-
sacre which on 3 October, 

1943 cost the lives of 93 
innocent people — elderly 
and minors in their major-
ity including several Jews 
— the German leader laid a 
wreath paying respects and 
addressed the locals.

“In such places, I feel 
a double shame, because 
people who grew up within 
the German civilization be-
came killers. I feel shame 
because the democratic 
Germany who looked into 
the past with a critical eye 
learnt so little from the 
guilt regarding Greece,” 
Gauck said. Turning to his 
Greek counterpart he said: 
“I am deeply honoured that 
you came with me here. I 
am indebted to you. The 
fact that we can address 
the past together for me is 
one of the greatest achieve-
ments stemming from rec-
onciliation.”—Xinhua

ICC finds  
Katanga 

guilty of war 
crimes in 

DRC
The Hague, 8 March 

— The trial chamber of 
the International Crimi-
nal Court (ICC) on Friday 
found Congolese ex-mili-
tia boss Germain Katanga 
guilty of four counts of 
war crimes and one count 
of crimes against humanity 
committed in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Con-
go (DRC).

A sentence will be ren-
dered later. For now, the 
trial chamber decided by 
majority that Katanga was 
responsible as an accessory 
to one crime against hu-
manity (murder) and four 
war crimes (murder, attack-
ing a civilian population, 
destruction of property and 
pillaging) committed on 
24 February, 2003, in the 
village of Bogoro. Around 
300 people were killed 
during the massacre. Ac-
cording to presiding judge 
Bruno Cotte, it had been 
established beyond reason-
able doubt that Katanga 
had made a significant con-
tribution to the commission 
of the crimes by the Ngiti 
militia in the second Congo 
war.—Xinhua

Japan to give 
100,000 euro to 

OSCE for  
sending mission 

to Ukraine
Tokyo, 8 March — Ja-

pan will give 100,000 euro, 
or 14 million yen, to the 
Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
toward the cost of sending a 
mission to Ukraine later this 
month, the Foreign Ministry 
said on Friday. It is the first 
time that Japan has extended 
assistance to Ukraine since 
the ouster of President Vik-
tor Yanukovich in February 
led to a crisis over control of 
Crimea and other areas with 
large Russian populations, 
the ministry said.

The OSCE mission 
will operate in the east-
ern and southeastern parts 
of Ukraine, including the 
Crimea region effectively 
controlled by Russia, to safe-
guard human rights of ethnic 
minorities and promote dia-
logue between pro-Kiev and 
pro-Moscow residents, it 
said. Japan takes part in the 
Vienna-based, 56-member 
OSCE, as an observer.

Kyodo News

Campaigner pleads guilty to 
role in vote-buying scandal
Tokyo, 8 March  — A campaigner pleaded guilty on 
Friday for his role in illegally providing rewards to 
people who worked on a lawmaker’s December 2012 
general election campaign.
Masahiko Okuda, 70, admitted to the charge in the first 
hearing of his trial at the Tokyo District Court, becom-
ing the latest person to plead guilty in an election fraud 
scandal involving hospital chain Tokushukai.
Prosecutors said during the trial that Okuda was in 
charge of campaign activities in the Amami district in 
Kagoshima Prefecture and gave daily reports about the 
campaign to Tokushukai founder Torao Tokuda, 76.
According to the indictment, Okuda, who headed the 
secretariat in one of the hospitals in the Tokushukai 
group, conspired with others to provide about 155 
million yen in cash or airline tickets to employees of 
the Tokushukai group who helped Takeshi Tokuda 
campaign for the 2012 House of Representatives elec-
tion in the Kagoshima No 2 constituency.
The indictment said Okuda is also suspected of receiv-
ing 50 million yen in vote-buying funds.
Michiyo Stern, 46, was among those with whom Oku-
da conspired. 
Stern is the older sister of Tokuda, 42, for whom they 
were campaigning.
Takeshi Tokuda, the son of Torao Tokuda, gave up his 
seat in parliament in February.

Kyodo News

US court rejects Justice Department’s 
request to keep phone records longer
 Washington, 8 March — A US special court has 
rejected the Justice Department’s request to extend 
storage of classified National Security Agency (NSA) 
phone records beyond the current five-year legal limit, 
according to a court order released on Friday.
The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court said the 
Justice Department’s attempt to authorize keeping the 
records longer than the legal limit “is simply unpersua-
sive.”
The Justice Department has argued that it needs to 
preserve the records for a longer period of time as ev-
idence in several pending lawsuits over the bulk data 
collection programme.
“The Court has not found any case law supporting the 
government ‘s broad assertion that its duty to preserve 
supersedes statutory or regulatory requirements,” 
Judge Reggie Walton of the special court wrote in his 
decision.—Xinhua

Winter Paralympics open in Sochi with lack of 
foreign dignitaries

Sochi, (Russia), 8 
March  — An opening 
ceremony with a short-
age of foreign dignitaries 
kicked off the Sochi Win-
ter Paralympics on Friday,  
after several countries 
chose not to send official 
representatives to protest 
host Russia’s military in-
cursion into neighbouring 
Ukraine.

The United States, 
Britain and Canada were 
among the countries that 
did not send government 
representatives. The Japa-
nese government decided 
Thursday to send Yoshita-
ka Sakurada, a senior vice 
minister of education, cul-
ture, sports, science and 
technology.

In the 10-day event at 

Valeriy Sushkevich, head of Ukraine’s Paralympic 
committee, announces at a Press conference in Sochi, 
Russia, on 7 March, 2014, the Ukraine will remain in 

the Winter Paralympics. —Kyodo News

the Black Sea resort, 547 
athletes from 45 nations 
will compete for 72 sets of 
medals across five sports.

The Ukraine team said 
it would take part in the 
Games after fears that it 

would boycott the event in 
protest to Russia’s virtual 
military control of Crimea, 
but sent only one athlete to 
the athletes’ parade at the 
Fisht Olympic Stadium.

Kyodo News
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Mexican billionaire Carlos Slim speaks during the 
presentation of a digital platform, which was created 
in partnership with the Carlos Slim Foundation and 

online course platform Coursera, inside Soumaya mu-
seum in Mexico City on 29 Jan, 2014 file photo.

 Reuters

Mexico telecoms regulator reins in Slim and his empire
Mexico City, 8 March 

— Mexico’s telecommuni-
cations watchdog on Fri-
day slapped regulations on 
Carlos Slim’s telephone 
company America Mov-
il and two of his financial 
and industrial companies, 
as it seeks to rein in the 
multi-billionaire and boost 
competition.

Mexico is trying to 
open up its phone and 
TV industries following 
the passage last year of 
wide-ranging telecoms re-
form meant to claw back 
the vast market shares en-
joyed by Mexico’s media 
players.

America Movil con-
trols about 80 percent 
of Mexico’s fixed-line  

business via its Telmex 
unit and some 70 percent of 
the mobile sector through 
its Telcel unit. Custom-
ers have long complained 
about high prices and shod-
dy service. As was widely 
expected, the Federal Tele- 
communications Institute 
(IFT) declared America 
Movil “dominant,” mean-
ing it has an outsized 
share of the market. It also 
banned the company from 
charging national roaming 
fees. The IFT also declared 
that Slim’s bank Inbursa 
and conglomerate Grupo 
Carso were dominant in 
telecommunications be-
cause of their “economic 
interests” in America Mo-
vil.

“A group of economic 
interest is a concept used 
within the framework of 
competition ... It aims 
to identify all those who 
have the same commercial 
interest, and in this case 
they clearly form part of a 
group,” said Gabriel Con-
treras, head of the IFT.

“The disincorporation 
of assets is not foreseen in 
these measures ... at this 
time,” he added, saying 
that the regulations would 
in general be implemented 
in 30 days. America Movil 
said the regulator also im-
posed measures, including 
infrastructure sharing, reg-
ulation of interconnection 
fees and prohibited the 
company from acquiring 

exclusive rights to broad-
cast in Mexico high profile 
events such as the soccer 
World Cup finals.

Last year, America 
Movil secured rights on all 
media platforms to broad-
cast the 2016 Olympics in 
Rio de Janeiro. America 
Movil shares, which are 
down 15 percent so far this 
year compared with an 8.9 
percent fall in Mexico’s 
IPC index, were flat for 
most of the day, but closed 
1.57 percent lower. Both 
Inbursa and Grupo Carso 
said they were analyzing 
the IFT’s decision and 
would provide details on 
the steps they would take 
in response. Inbursa shares 
closed down 0.74 percent, 

while Grupo Carso fell 
0.91 percent. The rulings 
on Carso and Inbursa sur-
prised many analysts, who 
took the action to mean that 

the IFT, which was given 
tough new powers under 
the reform, was serious 
about going after Slim.

Reuters

HI Corp unveils a lifeboat that it says can save people from tsunami resulting 
from an earthquake at its plant in Aioi, Hyogo Prefecture, western Japan,  

on 5 March, 2014.—Kyodo News

NASA selects 10 proposals for first 
twin astronaut study

Washington, 8 March 
— US space agency NASA 
said on Friday it has se-
lected 10 proposals for an 
“unprecedented” twin as-
tronaut study to understand 
better the effects of space 
microgravity on the hu-
man body. “NASA’s Hu-
man Research Programme 
(HRP) will fund 10 short-
term, first-of-its-kind  

investigations into the mo-
lecular, physiological and 
psychological effects of 
spaceflight in a continuous 
effort to reduce the health 
impacts of human space 
exploration,” the US space 
agency said in a statement.

“The National Space 
Biomedical Research In-
stitute is partnering with 
HRP to provide genetic 

counseling and assist-
ing in the management of 
the research,” it said. The 
selected investigations 
will occur during veter-
an astronaut Scott Kel-
ly’s yearlong spaceflight, 
the longest space mission 
ever assigned to a NASA 
astronaut, aboard the In-
ternational Space Station 
beginning March 2015. 
His identical twin brother, 
retired astronaut Mark Kel-
ly, will live out his normal 
life on Earth during Scott’s 
one-year mission.

Scott, who flew two 
space shuttle flights and 
a six-month space station 
mission, will have a cumu-
lative duration of 540 days 
in low-Earth orbit at the 
end of his one-year mission 
aboard the orbiting outpost. 
Mark, who flew four space 
shuttle flights, has a cumu-
lative duration of 54 days in 
low-Earth orbit.—Xinhua 

Germany to invest 
proceeds from 

frequency sales in 
broadband

Berlin, 8 March — 
German Infrastructure 
Minister Alexander Do-
brindt said on Friday Berlin 
will invest the proceeds of 
planned sales of frequency 
bands to mobile telephone 
services in broadband in-
frastructure expansion.

Germany’s right-left 
coalition government aims 
to have broadband of at 
least 50 megabits a second 
available across the coun-
try by 2018, up from a cov-
erage level of 60 percent. 
For the upgrade an estimat-
ed 20 to 34 billion euros is 
necessary.

 Reuters

EU scientists say car coolant rejected 
by Daimler is safe 

Brussels, 8 March — 
EU scientists have found 
that the new car coolant 
at the centre of a dispute 
that has pitched regulators 
against Germany and its 
luxury carmaker Daimler 
does not pose any serious 
safety risks, the European 
Commission said on Fri-
day.

The Commission, 
the EU executive, has 
launched legal proceed-
ings against Germany over 
Daimler’s refusal to stop 
using an old-style coolant 
that has global warming 
potential more than 1,000 
times greater than that of 
carbon dioxide.

The suggested sub-
stitute, which has roughly 
the same impact as carbon 
dioxide, is the R1234yf 
coolant developed by US 
conglomerate Honeywell 
in partnership with Dupont. 
Daimler says that the sub-
stitute can emit a toxic gas 
when it burns, but its refus-
al to use the product has 
placed it in breach of an 

A C-class by Daimler AG is pictured before the  
company’s annual news conference in Stuttgart  

on 6 Feb, 2014.—Reuters

EU law that requires new 
cars to use coolants with a 
global warming potential 
no more than 150 times that 
of carbon dioxide.

In what it described 
as “a confidence-building 
measure”, the Commission 
asked the Joint Research 
Council (JRC), set up to 
provide impartial scientific 
advice for policymakers, to 
carry out a new assessment 
of R1234yf.

“There is no evidence 
of a serious risk in the use 
of this refrigerant in mobile 

air-conditioning systems 
under normal and foresee-
able conditions of use,” the 
JRC concluded in its report 
published on Friday.

Daimler issued a 
statement saying that the 
research was “too restric-
tive”. The carmaker said 
that its preferred option is 
to develop air-conditioning 
systems that use carbon di-
oxide as a refrigerant. De-
velopment of such a sys-
tem, however, could take 
years.

Reuters

Extreme weather causes huge 
damage of trees in Britain
London, 8 March — 

Extreme weather in last win-
ter has caused huge damage 
of trees in Britain, while the 
country is also facing the 
biggest tree losses in the 
past 20 years, new research 
released on Friday showed. 
High winds and extreme 
weather throughout the win-
ter have seen some places 
lose hundreds of trees, in-
cluding many valued ancient 
trees, according to the re-
search of National Trust.

Surveyed with gar-
deners, rangers and fosters 
across the country, the re-
search said the losses of 
trees have been the greatest 
in more than two decades. 
The organization, which 

cares for 25,000 hectares 
(61,776 acres) of wood-
land across England, Wales 
and Northern Ireland, said 
many of the lost trees were 
blown over rather than 
snapped off due to the satu-
rated ground conditions.

The research showed 
the Killerton Estate in Dev-
on has suffered some of the 
biggest losses, with more 
than 500 trees blown over 
by the storms, including 20 
significant trees within the 
designed landscape. A few 
historically or regionally 
important trees have also 
been lost, such as a rare 
black walnut at Hatfield 
Forest, which was the larg-
est in Essex.—Xinhua
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A 787 Dreamliner being built for India Air is pictured at South Carolina Boeing 
final assembly building in North Charleston, South Carolina on 19 Dec, 2013. 

 Reuters

Boeing reports wing cracks on 787 
Dreamliners in production

New York, 8 March 
— Boeing Co said on Fri-
day that “hairline cracks” 
had been discovered in 
the wings of about 40 787 
Dreamliners that are in pro-
duction, marking another 
setback for the company’s 
newest jet. The cracks have 
not been found on planes 
that are in use by airlines 
and therefore pose no safe-
ty risk, Boeing said, adding 
the problem also will not 
alter Boeing’s plans to de-
liver 110 787s this year. 

However, Boeing said 
the cracks, which also oc-
curred on the larger 787-9 
model currently under-
going flight tests, could 
delay by a few weeks the 
date when airlines can take  
delivery of their new 

planes.
The disclosure raised 

questions about repair 
costs and a possible minor 
increase in the weight of 
the plane, but did not seem 
to spell major trouble for 
Boeing, industry experts 
said.  Wing-maker Mitsub-
ishi Heavy Industries Ltd 
notified Boeing in Febru-
ary of the problem, which 
arose after the Japanese 
company altered its man-
ufacturing process. “We 
are discussing with Boeing 
how to deal with the prob-
lem,” a spokesman for Mit-
subishi Heavy Industries in 
Tokyo said. 

He was unable to com-
ment on why the company 
changed the manufacturing 
process. Boeing, based in 

Chicago, said it immedi-
ately notified customers 
of potential delays. It said 
none of the jets potentially 
affected by the problem has 
been delivered. “We are 
confident that the condition 
does not exist in the in-ser-
vice fleet,” Boeing spokes-
man Doug Alder said. 

The US regulator said 
it is aware of the situation. 
“The FAA will work with 
Boeing to ensure that the 
issues are corrected before 
the airplanes are deliv-
ered,” the Federal Aviation 
Administration said in a 
statement. Boeing shares 
fell 54 cents, or 0.4 percent, 
to $128.00 in after-hours 
trading.

The cracks are the  
latest trouble for the 

Dreamliner, a high-tech jet 
largely made of carbon-fib-
er composite that has 
been beset with so-called  
“teething issues” since 

entering service in 2011, 
three years behind sched-
ule. Last year, lithium-ion 
batteries overheated on two 
Dreamliners, prompting 

regulators to ground the 
worldwide fleet for more 
than three months while 
Boeing redesigned the bat-
tery system. —Reuters

Nurse numbers, education linked to patient death rate
New York, 8 March 

— Both the quality and 
quantity of nurses on a hos-
pital staff have significant 
influence on the chances 
patients will die follow-
ing even simple surgery, 
according to a large new 
study. Researchers found 
the proportion of staff 
nurses with a bachelor’s 
degree and the number of 
patients each nurse had to 
care for could add up to a 
difference of 30 percent or 
more in mortality rates for 
inpatients.

“If you go to a hospi-
tal in a developed coun-
try like the US or UK, 
you think you’d get equal 
care, but that’s really not 
the case,” said the study’s 
lead author, Linda Aiken, 
a professor of nursing and 
director of the Center for 
Health Outcomes and Pol-
icy Research at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania in 
Philadelphia. 

“Research suggests 
we haven’t really made 
any progress in decreasing 
deaths even though we’ve 
been spending lots of mon-
ey on patient safety. We 
wanted to look at a poten-
tial solution, and we think 
that’s nursing,” she told 
Reuters Health.

Aiken and her team 
found that for every 10 per-
cent increase in the number 
of staff nurses with a bach-
elors degree, there was a 7 
percent lower risk of patient 
death within a month of be-
ing admitted to the hospital. 
On the other hand, boost-
ing a nurse’s workload by 
one patient increased the 
likelihood of an inpatient 
dying within 30 days of 
admission by 7 percent. 
“These associations imply 
that patients in hospitals in 
which 60 percent of nurses 
had bachelor’s degrees and 
nurses cared for an average 
of six patients would have 

almost 30 percent lower 
mortality than patients in 
hospitals in which only 30 
percent of nurses had bach-
elor’s degrees and nurses 
cared for an average of 
eight patients,” Aiken and 
her colleagues write in The  
Lancet.

Their study used med-
ical data on more than 
422,000 patients over the 
age of 50 that had been col-
lected between 2007 and 
2009 as part of RN4CAST, 
an effort funded by the 
European Commission to 
gather information about 

the nursing workforce 
from 488 hospitals in 12 
European countries. Aik-
en’s team focused on 300 
hospitals in nine European 
countries, including Ire-
land, Norway, Spain and 
Switzerland. The patients 
there had undergone com-
mon surgeries, such as an 
appendectomy, knee re-
placement surgery or gall-
bladder removal, which 
are not linked to a high 
risk of death but still re-
quire a stay in the hospital 
afterwards.

Reuters

Hemophilia patient Travis Roop is shown during his 
2012 visit to Zion National Park in Utah, in this photo 
released to Reuters on 26 Feb, 2014. For Roop, being 

able to get life-saving infusions of a blood clotting 
agent every two weeks, instead of rushing to treat a 

bleeding episode, meant he could jog for the first time.  
Reuters

New hemophilia drugs aim 
to simplify treatment

Los Angeles, 8 March 
— For 33-year-old video 
editor and hemophilia pa-
tient Travis Roop, being 
able to get life-saving in-
fusions of a blood clotting 
agent every two weeks, in-
stead of rushing to treat a 
bleeding episode, meant he 
could jog for the first time.

Roop was enrolled 
in a clinical trial testing a 
long-acting treatment for 
hemophilia B from Den-
mark’s Novo Nordisk. 

The therapy is one of 
several new blood clotting 
agents in development that 
will help hemophilia pa-
tients cut by half, or more, 
the number of regular intra-
venous infusions they need 
to prevent traumatic bleed-
ing in their daily lives. 

“It was amazing actu-
ally. It was a life-changing 
experience,” said Roop, 
who lives in the Los Ange-
les area. “I always avoided 
trauma to my left ankle ... 

With this, I knew it would 
take care of itself.”

People with hemophil-
ia have a fault in a gene that 
regulates the body’s pro-
duction of proteins called 
clotting factors. This can 
cause spontaneous bleed-
ing as well as severe bleed-
ing following injuries or 
surgery.

To avoid joint damage 
and other complications, 
patients with severe forms 
of the disease need regular 
infusions, lasting 30 min-
utes or more, of relatively 
short acting and very ex-
pensive clotting factors. 

The number of infu-
sions and their volume de-
pends on the medical status 
of each patient and their 
body weight.Since the gene 
is carried on the X chromo-
some, hemophilia is almost 
entirely a disease of men. 
But women can pass the 
gene to their offspring.

Reuters US trade official urges Japan’s “meaningful” opening of farm market
Richmond, (Virginia), 

8 March  — Senior US 
trade official Wendy Cutler 
urged Japan on Friday to 
remove tariffs on its sensi-
tive agricultural produce in 
a way that is “meaningful” 
to both sides in negotia-
tions for a Pacific free trade 
pact. 

Cutler made the call 
that could be taken as a 
sign of flexibility, prioritiz-
ing US benefits over stick-
ing to its demand Japan 
lift all tariffs in the sector, 
ahead of bilateral talks for 
the envisioned Trans-Pacif-
ic Partnership deal.

The United States will 

“look to Japan to provide 
meaningful market access 
for our agricultural exports 
in the ranging sectors,” the 
acting deputy US trade rep-
resentative said in a lecture 
in Richmond, Virginia.

“Right now we are 
focused on working with 
them (Japan) to craft a mar-
ket access deal that pro-
vides meaningful market 
access,” Cutler told report-
ers after the lecture.

Cutler and Hiroshi 
Oe, Japan’s deputy chief 
TPP negotiator, will rep-
resent each country in the 
talks planned for Tuesday 
and Wednesday aimed at  

bridging gaps over Japan’s 
plan to keep tariffs on sen-
sitive farm produce as an 
exception in the TPP. 

“Big gaps remain,” 
Cutler said in the lecture, 
referring to Japan’s tariffs 
on five agricultural product 
categories — rice, wheat, 
beef and pork, dairy prod-
ucts and sugar. 

When Japan expressed 
its interest in joining the 
TPP, the United States 
was encouraged that Japan 
was seriously considering 
reforms in their agricul-
ture sector to make it more 
competitive, Cutler said. 
But “Japanese negotiators 

have been extremely cau-
tious in moving forward,” 
she said. 

Sharp differences be-
tween Japan and the United 
States over market access 
as well as automobile trade 
have been an obstacle to 
the early signing of a TPP 
that the USTR says would 
account for around 40 per-
cent of global gross domes-
tic product. 

Japan, the United 
States and 10 other coun-
tries have struggled for the 
goal after missing the pri-
mary deadline at the end of 
last year. 

Kyodo News
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Enough Laws, no action 
to make rice exports 
profitable
Of all the rice produced in Myanmar, only 4 per-

cent is of export quality. The government has 
scrapped the 8 percent commercial tax on export of 
agricultural produce including rice, but it has yet to 
support the modernization of rice mills. Many re-
forms have taken place to benefit the agricultural 
sector, but that has not led to much profit. The gov-
ernment has given green light to export unlimited 
amounts of rice to foreign countries, something that 

Write for us
We appreciate your feedback and contributions. 

If you have any comments or would like to submit 
editorials, analyses or reports please email wallace.
tun@gmail.com with your name and title.

Tabaung Fullmoon Day commemorates the Buddha’s 
Return to Kapilavatthu

Maha Saddhamma Jotika dhaja
Sithu Dr Khin Maung Nyunt

Tabaung (March) is 
the last Month of Myan-
mar Lunar calendar. It is 
the month of transition 
between cold season [Hei-
man] and warm season [Ge-
inman]. So in daytime at is 
warm and at night it is still 
chilly. Hence Myanmar 
old saying goes “ေန႔ပူလုိ႔၊ 
ညခ်မ္း၊ တေပါင္းလ သရမ္း” 
[Days are warm and nights 
are chilly, Tabaung is the 
month so unruly].

Tabaung is regarded 
as the Queen of all twelve 
months because it is the 
beginning of Myanmar 
spring time, ushering a new 
life. The entire natural sur-
rounding bursts forth all its 
beauties and splendours—
sky and clouds change 
their colours and designs, 
wood Lands put on all 
hues, foliage bears a vari-
ety of green, brooks float 
away fallen leaves of cop-
per and gold. Lakes turn 
emerald green or sapphire 
blue cuckoos sing to herald 
summer, doves coo cease-
lessly to prepare for their 
mating games. Sparrows 
are busy with repair and 
renovation of their nests in 
anticipation of the coming 
monsoon. Swarm of wasps 
and bees buzz around wild 
flowers while butterflies 
flutter away with the nectar 
they have gathered early. 
As the sun declines, dark 
blue mountains appear be-
hind the veil of haze. There 
comes the smell of farm 
fire burning somewhere. 
At dusk sweat fragrance 
of seasonal flora is wafted 
by the gentle breeze. Na-
ture’s night life begins as 
the waxing Tabaung moon 
gradually climbs above 
tree-tops. Cacophony of 
cicada insects creates ceric 
atmosphere. It is as though 
their incessant sounds ac-

company the dainty move-
ments of the ripples in the 
lakes. The whole nocturnal 
scene is caressed by the sil-
very moonbeams. Tabaung 
is poetic.

Originally spelt and 
pronounced Ta-paung, 
meaning the month in which 
all yearnings, longings, 
reminiscences, and fond 
memories emerge together. 
As the month is so beautiful 
and pleasant that one recalls 
one’s sweet memories, one 
longs for or yearns for one’s 
loved ones.

It is about poetic month 
Tabaung that Myanmar po-
ets of all Myanmar historic 
periods had versified and 
have been versifying their 
short, medium and long 
epic poems, and compose 
romantic music and songs. 
It was about Tabaung that 
Saint monk Ashin Kaludayi 
composed his famous epic 
poem of 64 stanzas in Pali 
to request persuasively the 
Lord Buddha to take a long 
land journey on a foot path 
through the glades of the Hi-
ma-layan ranges in spring-
time to Kapilavatthu which 
was the Kingdom of his roy-
al father King Sudhodana.

After renouncing his 
mundane life at the court, 
Prince Sidhartha became 
a recluse and wandered in 
the forest in quest of truth 
[Dhamma]. Having passed 
six years of practicing aus-
terities he discovered the 
middle way by which he 
finally became enlightened 
and attained Buddha hood. 
During that long period of 
time, all his relatives, and 
people had not seen him nor 
heard of him. They all were 
longing to know where he 
was and to see him again 
they only got the news that 
Sidhartha was still alive and 
had become a great Rishi 

[Hermit].
The living Buddha, at 

that time was residing in 
Weiluwun Vihara [monas-
tery] in the city of Yazagyo 
[Rajagraha] and preaching 
his dhamma to the peo-
ples of Anga and Mugadha 
kingdoms. Yazagyo was 60 
yuzanas away from Kapila-
vatthu, [one yuza = 12.72 
miles].

When the King know 
where abouts of his son, 
he sent one by one ten sen-
ior knights, each with ten 
thousand followers, an as-
signment of inviting the son 
Buddha to return home, as 
he, all relatives and the en-
tire people were longing to 
see him after six years of 
his absence. All ten senior 
knights, each upon seeing 
the Buddha and after hear-
ing his Dhamma, became 
Arahat Saint monk and nev-
er returned to Kapilavatthu, 
thereby forgetting their as-
signed duties.

King Sudhodana was 
disappointed with the fail-
ures of their assigned duties 
and almost gave up his hope 
of seeing his son again. He 
looked always dejected and 
sad. One day, a junior knight 
name Kaludayi who was 
also one of the birth mates 
of Prince Sidhartha, seeing 
his royal master’s sad face, 
deign to ask what the cause 
of royal sadness was and of-
fered his faithful service to 
the master King if he (Kalu-
dayi) could remove that 
cause. The King explained 
him what had happened to 
the ten senior knights sent 
on missions to his son Bud-
dha. Kaludayi promised the 
King that he would carry 
out the duty of inviting the 
Buddha to return to Kapila-
vatthu, no matter what hap-
pened to him, as he wanted 
to prove that he was the 

King’s faithful servant and 
true birth mate of the Bud-
dha. Because of his insistent 
request the King sent him to 
the Buddha to invite.

Like other previous ten 
senior knights, Kaludayi 
also became Arahat Saint 
monk after he listened to the 
Buddha’s dhamma. But he 
never forgot his assignment. 
He waited for appropriate 
time, proper place and fa-
vourable circumstances to 
invite the Buddha to return 
home. It was on the full-
moon day of the month of 
Tabaung in the Maha Saka-
rit year of 103 that Ashin 
Kaludayi carried out his as-
signment. He knew that ap-
propriate time, proper place 
and favourable circumstanc-
es had arrived for it was a 
spring time, the Himalayan 
forest was the proper place 
and that the Buddha in rest-
ful jina was the favourable 
circumstances. So Ash-
in Kaludayi composed 64 
stanzas of his epic poem in 
Pali gathas, extolling the 
pleasant natural landscape 
of the Himalayan Forests 
in spring time, persuasively 
inviting the Buddha to take 
a long land journey on the 
foot path through the glades 
to return to Kapilavatthu to 
see his royal father King 
Sodhodana and relatives.

Every word and every 
line of his epic poem paints 
the sky-scape, land-scape 
and acquatic-scape of na-
ture in Tabaung Spring with 
his literary skill, poetic im-
agery rhymes and rhythms, 
saying that it was the right 
time and opportune moment 
to go to Kapilavatthu. Ashin 
Kaludayi chanted his poem 
within the hearing of the 
Lord Buddha.

Lord Buddha knew that 
Saint monk was carrying out 
his duty assignment he had 

was restricted in the past.
Import and production of fertilizer, pesticides and 

agricultural machinery are also exempted from com-
mercial tax in order to develop the agricultural sector.

The country has seen an increase in rice exports 
since the new government carried out reforms. The ex-
port of rice and broken rice increased from 537,000 
tons in the 2010-2011 Fiscal Year to 844,000 tons in 
the 2011-2012 FY, and stood at 1.45 million tons in the 
2012-2013 FY.

But with only 4 percent high-quality rice, earn-
ings from rice exports were lower than expected. If the 
country is really willing to improve the quality of rice, 
it must upgrade its existing rice mills, construct mod-
ern mills and modern garages, modern machinery to 
produce value-added products. 

Construction of modern rice mills is playing an 
important role in improving the quality of rice to meet 
international standards. 

However, those are challenges that cannot be 

tackled solely by the private sector.It is very difficult 
to get short-term and long-term loans from banks to 
construct rice mills. The land price is much higher 
than the cost a mill, representing a great challenge to 
businessmen. A modern rice mill costs between K 100 
million to K 500 million. Insufficient power supply is 
also a problem among many others.

It is impossible for private businessmen to tack-
le the challenges without a helping hand from the 
government. The government’s policy should not be 
“NATO-no actions, talking only.” The government’s 
approach to developing the agricultural sector needs 
to be pragmatic, and improved quality of rice will be 
just one of the many benefits.

received as junior knight, 
and that he was right in 
painting out that time, place 
and circumstances were 
most favourable to take a 
long journey on the foot 
path through the glades. So 
with twenty thousand disci-
ple saint monks Lord Bud-
dha set out on the first wan-
ing moon day of Tabaung in 
the Maha Sakarit year 103. 
Between Yazagyo and Ka-
pilavatthu was a distance 
of 60 yuzanas. The Buddha 
travelled one yuzana a day 
so it took him 60 days or 
two months to reach Kapila-
vatthu.

The beneficial results 
of Buddha’s return to Ka-
pilavatthu were contributing 
to the spread and flourish of 
Buddha Sasana.

To accommodate the 
Buddha and his 20 thousand 
disciple saint monks a big 
monastery named Nijarda 
yarma was built.

After listening and un-
derstanding the Buddha’s 
teachings all Sakyar clans 
were freed of racial superi-
ority complex and Paukhaya 
watha rain showered to wel-
come and praise them.

Lord Buddha narrat-
ed Visssandara Jataka with 
one thousand Pali of atlas 
to prove his successful per-
fection of giving. [dona par-
ami]

The Buddha narrated 
Maha Dhammapala Jataka 
to his royal father King Sod-
hodana who later attained 
Arahalhood.

Buddha’s foster mother 
Gotami became bhikhuni 
[woman monk] and later she 
attained from the Buddha a 
period of Bhikhuni Sasana.

The Buddha narrated to 
his former wife Jathodaya 
the jataka story “Sanda 
Keinayi”.

Prince Nanda, the con-

sent of Princess Yanapada 
Kalayani entered monk-
hood.

One thousand Sakyan 
Princes entered monkhood.

Saint monk Ashin 
Kaludayi was awarded the 
highest renown for making 
all Sakya relatives to re-
spect and adore the Buddha 
as Exalted Teacher.

On the insistent re-
quests of young son Yahu-
la for patrimony from his 
father Gotama Buddha, the 
Buddha gave his patrimo-
ny by novitiating the young 
son in the monk order.

At the behalf of Saint 
monk Ashin Sariputara, the 
Buddha preached Buddha 
vamsa.

In Myanmar history 
and literature Kaludayi is 
epic poem of 64 stanzas 
was the most favourite and 
the best model for all writ-
ers and composers. To cite 
but a few are Shwe Set Taw 
Thwa Tawla by Shin Uta-
ma Kyaw, Galtha chauk 
Sei Pyo by Shin Ohn Nyo 
of Inwa Period, Weithan-
daya Zat Taw Gyi by Min-
bu Sayadaw U Aubatha, 
Sone Natha Myaing Shar 
Pone Daw Gyi by Taung-
dwin Gyi Saya Kyaw, let 
alone many other literary 
pieces.

Besides, Tabaung is 
the month for holding tra-
ditions festival of Sand 
Pagoda and the Tabaung 
Festival of Shwedagon Pa-
goda 103 Buddhist Era in 
Yangon. It was on the full-
moon day of Tabaung that 
the two merchant broth-
ers Taphusa and Balika 
enshrined in this Pagoda 
eight stands of sacred hair 
relics from the head of the 
Buddha they received on 
the fullmoon day of Ka-
sone (May) in that year 103 
Buddhist Era.
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Workshop on federalism held
Nay Pyi Taw, 8 

March—A workshop on 
federalism organized by 
Hanns Seidel Foundation 
of Germany took place at 
Golden Palace Hotel in 
Nay Pyi Taw on Saturday 
morning.

After the speeches of 
the Chairman of Pyithu 
Hluttaw International Re-
lations Committee U Hla 

Union minister makes field 
trip in Ayeyawady Region, 

Rakhine State for rural 
development tasks

Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—Farmlands in the 
region are damaged due 
to inundation and flood in 
rainy season yearly. Locals 
need to operate livestock 
breeding to increase their 
income. Rural areas will 
develop rapidly if locals 
participate in regional de-
velopment task, said Un-
ion Minister for Livestock, 
Fisheries and Rural Devel-
opment U Ohn Myint at a 
meeting with local people 
in Tetseik Village, Yekyi 
Township of Ayeyawady 

Myanmar Marketing Forum 2014 took place

Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—Union Minister 
for Commerce U Win My-
int formally opened the 
Myanmar Marketing Fo-
rum 2014 on Saturday at 
National Indoor Stadium in 
Yangon.

In his speech, the Un-

ion Minister said that mar-
keting is play an crucial 
role in the development of 
economic sector in Myan-
mar and the country’s mar-
ket is getting fine thanks to 
the government’s reform 
processes.

He added that the 

Global Financial Markets and 
Treasury Business Seminar held

Yangon, 8 March—
Global Financial Markets 
and Treasury Business 
Seminar was held at the hall 
of Yangon Institute of Eco-
nomics-YIE in Yangon on 
Saturday with an opening 
address by Asia and Oce-
ania Division Joint General 
Manger Mr. Takuya Ito of 
MIZUHO Bank., Ltd.

Mr. Tetsuro Nonaka, 
Chief Representative of 
MIZUHO Bank., Ltd clar-
ified the global financial 
markets and treasury busi-
ness to the students and 

Region on 7 March.
The Union minister 

then arrived in Bayda Vil-
lage in Gwa Township, 
Rakhine State where he to-
gether with Rakhine State 
Minister for Road Trans-
portation U Hla Han made 
a field trip for rural devel-
opment tasks. 

He fulfilled require-
ments on construction and 
upgrading of inter-village 
roads and availability of 
water and solar panel in ru-
ral areas.

MNAASEAN economic com-
munity in 2015 is drawing 
near. If 2015 AEC emerges 
in Myanmar, the country 
will create the giant market 
so the entrepreneurs should 
attempt to export more 
quality products of the na-
tion to the neighbouring 

countries, he stressed.
The experts led by 

Professor Philip Kotler 
gave talks under the title 
of “Myanmar Marketing 
Forum” and Professor Dr 
Aung Tun Thet acted as an 
announcer at the forum.

MNA

faculty members of YIE.
This seminar will be 

continued at the same ven-
ue on 10 March.

The MIZUHO Bank 
Ltd is operating glob-
al financial market and 
treasury business in over 
30 countries around the 
world.

The preliminary meet-
ing of global financial mar-
kets and treasury business 
of MIZUHO Bank., Ltd 
took place at Sedona Hotel 
in Yangon on 7 March.

MNA

Opening of the Myanmar Marketing Forum 2014 in progress at National Indoor Stadium in Yangon.—mna 

Dr Susanne Luther, Director the Institute for Internal Cooperation of the Foundation takes part in 
the workshop.—mna

1.	 Myanmar Posts and Telecommunications announces 
that phone bills have not been paid by some landline 
phones users up until 28 February 2012.

2.	 It is hereby announced that unpaid bills at respective 
bill colleting counters must be paid no later than 23 
March, 2014.

3.	 These landline phone services will be available again 
after old bills are settled. 

4.	 Landlines will be cut off if no payment is made dur-
ing the described period and further measures will be 
carried out in accordance with rules and regulations.

5.	 A list of landlines with phone bills that need to be 
settled is available on www.mcit.gov.mm of Myan-
mar Posts and Telecommunications and at phone tax 
sections of MPT’s Region/State Manager Offices. 
For further information, contact the following num-
bers.
Contact numbers in regions and states

1.	 Nay Pyi Taw	 067 420052
2.	 Kachin State	 074 22478
3.	 Kayah State	 083 21061
4.	 Kayin State	 058 22560
5.	 Chin State	 070 21315
6.	 Sagaing Region	 071 22214
7.	 Taninthayi Region	 059 23632
8.	 Bago Region (East)	 05221296
9.	 Bago Region (West) 	 05325024
10.Magway Region	 063 26490
11.Mandalay Region 	 02 64644
12.Mon State	 057 24234
13.Rakhine State	 043 21153
14.Yangon Region 	 01 250777
15.Shan State (South)	 081 2121564
16.Shan State (North)	 082 25509
17.Shan State (East)	 084 21163
18.Ayeyawady Region	 042 24884
19.Yangon (Head Office)
		 Auto phones	 01 370703
			  01 370708
			  01 370416
	 GSM	 01 246248
	 CDMA	 01 254563
	 ADSL/E-mail	 01 256139

Myanmar Posts and Telecommunications

Public announcement Myanmar named World 
Best Tourist Destination 

for 2014
Yangon, 8 March—

According to the Ministry 
of Hotels and Tourism, the 
European Union Council 
on Tourism and Trade has 
recently decided to present 
the Award for World Best 
Tourist Destination for 
2014 to Myanmar.

The award is aimed at 
boosting Myanmar tourism 
and promote tourist attrac-
tions in the country which 
are famed for their unique 
cultural heritage not only 
in Asia but in the world. 
The letter sent by the EU 
Council to the ministry said 
Myanmar will be declared 
as Favorite Cultural Desti-
nation for 2014.

The World Best Tour-
ist Destination Award is 
one of the highest acco-
lades in the travel and 
tourism industry in the 
world. The award is cho-
sen depending on ethics for 
tourism industry, safety of 
tourists and preservation of 
cultural heritages designat-
ed by the United Nations 
Tourism Division, United 
Nations Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Or-
ganization (UNESCO) and 
European Union Council 
on Tourism and Trade. The 
presentation of World Best 
Tourist Destination Award 
started in 2007.

MNA  

Myint Oo and Dr Susanne 
Luther, the Director the 
Institute for Internal Coop-
eration of the Foundation, 
altogether 50 representa-
tives from Pyithu Hluttaw 
and Amyotha Hluttaw and 
officials and experts of the 
Foundation participated in 
the discussion.

The workshop contin-
ues tomorrow.—MNA
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Union ministers discuss education 
reforms, bill

Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—Reforms of My-
anmar’s education system 
were discussed for a second 
day on March 6 by Union 
Ministers who are working 
on drafting a national edu-
cation bill.

A wide range of relat-
ed topics were discussed, 
including the standard of 
education in primary and 

high schools as well as the 
development of schools in 
rural areas. Union Minister 
for Science and Technol-
ogy Dr Ko Ko Oo chaired 
the meeting, saying all 
points agreed on will be 
taken into consideration 
when drafting the bill.

Union Minister for 
Education Dr Daw Khin 
San Yi said that the draft 

national education bill will 
be submitted to the parlia-
ments, and if approved the 
Ministry of Education will 
implement the reform pro-
cesses in 2014-2015 FY.

About 590 officials, 
experts and other parties 
concerned have taken part 
in discussions on how to 
reform the education sys-
tem.—MNA

Japan and Myanmar discuss 
cooperation in transport sector

Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—Officials from 
Japan and Myanmar met 
on Saturday in Yangon to 
discuss details of a Mem-
orandum of Understand-
ing signed in November 

2012 on cooperation in 
developing the transport 
sector.	

The seminar focused 
on river transport,with 
Union Minister U Nyan 
Tun Aung stressing that in 

land water transport plays 
a vital role for commodity 
transportation. He said the 
outcome of the seminar 
would help the Ministry of 
Transport to draw a master 
plan for the developmentof 
the sector. The seminar 
was jointly organized by 
the Ministry and the Japan 
International Transport In-
stitute (JITI).—MNA

Stimulant tablets, arms worth  
K 337,500 seized in Tachilek Tsp

Tachilek, 8 March—
Police in Tachilek Town-
ship in Shan State searched 
a car on March 7 following 
a tipoff, seizing more than 
100 stimulant tablets, a gun 
and ammunition worth K 
337,500.

Officials said a team of 
the Tachilek Township An-
ti-Drug Squad and several 
witnesses met at a check-
point, with police stopping 
a car driven by a man iden-

tified as Kyaboshe who 
was heading for Tachilek 
from Minehsa. They seized 
135 WY brand pink stimu-
lant tablets, a pistol and 42 
bullets.

Tachilek Myoma Po-
lice Station has filed a 
lawsuit against the suspect 
under Section 15/ 19 (A), 
22 (B) of the Narcotic Drug 
and Psychotropic Sub-
stances Law.

Myintmo (Tachilek)

Loans disbursed to illuminate villages in 
Kyaukse Tsp

Kyaukse, 8 March—A 
ceremony to present over 
K 50 million to illuminate 

Mine Pan Village tract in 
Kyaukse in Mandalay Re-
gion and meeting of coop-
erative societies aiming at 
achieving success in doing 
business was held on Fri-
day in Kyaukse.

At the meeting, Direc-
tor-General U Aung Phyu 
from the Cooperatives De-
partment made clarification 
on activities of the depart-
ment urging the cooperative 
members to work hand-in-

Shwepyi-Taunginn-Htonegyi village road 
under construction

Singu, 8 March—Un-
der the arrangement of the 
Mandalay Region govern-
ment, Shwepyi-Taung-
inn-Htonegyi village road 

in Singu Township in 
Mandalay Region is con-
structed for proper flow 
of commodity. The region 
government alloted K 80 

million in 2012-2013 fiscal 
year and K 495.74 million 
in 2013-2014 fiscal year for 
building roads.

Win Maung

Right Down To The Fields: Photo shows agriculturists making a field trip to 
the 3000-acre advanced farmland near Hotel Zone in Dekkhinathiri Township 

of Nay Pyi Taw on 7 March and checking the quality of paddy field for 
development of agriculture sector and improving the lives of farmers.

Ko Pouk (Okkamye)

Connecting 
road under 

construction 
in Pyinmana 

Tsp
Nay Pyi Taw, 8 

March—Officials from 
Pyinmana Township on 
Friday inspected the con-
struction of a road that will 
link villages in Pyinmana 
Township, Dekkhina Dis-
trict, Nay Pyi Taw Council 
Area. Around of 6,000 peo-
ple living in 1,147 houses 
will be benefit from the 
new road, which will also 
connect schools and health 
centers.

Zaw Min Lwin

Groundnut 
growers meet 

losses 
Singu, 8 March—In-

sects disturbed cold sea-
son groundnut plantations 
in Singu in PyinOoLwin 
District causing falling 
yield.

“In this cold season, 
farmers faced with losses 
in their work due to high 
costs and could fetch only 
low prices”, said a local 
people. However fallen 
the yield, farmers cultivate 
groundnuts to get food for 
their cows.

Lack of new technol-
ogy and equipment is one 
of the hindrances for farm-
ers. So they inspire to get 
knowledge on agricultural 
sector.

Win Maung (Singu)

hand and replied to queries 
raised by members. 

The Director-General 
presented K 50.3 million 
to officials for  illuminating 
the village tract. In the past, 
only 105 households in the 
village tract can use electric-
ity. Now, due to the further 
loan, remaining residents 
from over 400 households 
will soon be able to enjoy 
electricity.

Tun Tun Naing (Kyaukse)

Owner of Yegyi Myanmar Restaurant U Aung Myint Tun and wife Daw 
Aye Aye Lwin and family residing in Paunglaung Ward, Pyinmana 

Township offered K 12.5 million to Presiding Nayaka Sayadaw Bhaddanta 
Tisa (Sasana Dhaja Dhammsariya) for construction of new three-storey 

building in Maha Dhammicayarma Ohntaw Pariyattti Sarthintaik in 
Ywakauk Ward, Pyinmana Township on 7 March.—Ko Ko Yupa
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A stay-at-home girl paints a portrait for her teacher in Hefei, capital of east Chi-
na’s Anhui Province, on 7 March, 2014. To greet the International Women’s Day 
on 8 March, a primary school in Hefei organized a painting activity on Friday, in 
which stay-at-home children painted portraits for the teachers that helped them a 

lot in their daily life when their parents as migrant workers were away. 
Xinhua

Waitresses on high speed train take part in a serving amenity competition ahead of 
the International Women’s Day in southwest China’s Chongqing municipality,  

on 7 March, 2014. —Xinhua

 APEC, CICA meetings priorities for 
China’s diplomacy this year

Beijing, 8 March — 
China will host the CICA 
summit and the APEC 
Economic Leaders’ Meet-
ing this year and both will 
be key priorities for Chi-
na’s diplomacy this year, 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi 
said on Saturday.

“These two conferenc-
es focus on security and 
economic issues respec-
tively, and both will be key 
priorities for China’s diplo-
macy this year,” Wang said 
at a Press conference held 
on the sidelines of the an-
nual parliamentary session.

The Summit of the 
Conference on Interaction 
and Confidence Building 
Measures in Asia (CICA) 
will be held in May in 

Shanghai and the APEC 
(Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation) Economic 
Leaders’ Meeting will be 
held in November in Bei-
jing.

According to Wang, 
CICA is an important se-
curity cooperation forum in 
Asia and APEC is a prima-
ry platform for discussing 
economic and trade coop-
eration in the Asia-Pacific.

“We will make the 
most of our role as a host 
country, put forward Chi-
na’ s proposals, pool Asia’s 
wisdom and work with 
participants to inject new 
momentum into these two 
mechanisms,” said the 
minister.

At the CICA summit, 

China hopes to advocate 
common security, cooper-
ative security and compre-
hensive security, and bring 
into being a new Asian 
security concept to build a 
new Asia of peace, stabil-
ity and cooperation, Wang 
said.

The APEC meeting 
will focus on the theme of 
“Shaping the future through 
Asia-Pacific partnership” 
this year, said Wang.

At the APEC meeting, 
China expects to make new 
outcomes in advancing 
Asia-Pacific economic in-
tegration, mapping a blue-
print for connectivity, and 
promoting economic inno-
vation and development, 
said Wang.—Xinhua

Thai premier faces more political pressure as protests continue
Bangkok, 8 March —

Thai caretaker Prime Min-
ister Yingluck Shinawatra 
faced more political pres-
sure on Friday when the 
Office of Ombudsman de-
cided to forward a univer-
sity professor’s petition to 
nullify the general election 
to the Constitutional Court 
and another court ruled she 
must reinstate the chief 
of the National Security 
Council. The Ombudsman, 
which accepts complaints 
related to government 
agencies, announced its 
decision to forward the pe-
tition to the Constitutional 
Court to rule on the validity 
of the 2 February election.

University law lectur-
er Kittipong Kamoltham-
mawong filed the com-
plaint with the Ombudsman 
saying that because the 
election could not be held 
in 28 constituencies on 
2 February it could have  

violated the Constitution 
that indicates an election 
must be held on the same 
day across the country.

The lecturer also cited 
the changing of registra-
tion venues and the limited 
election campaign under a 
state of emergency as other 
possible reasons to rule the 
election invalid. The Con-
stitutional Court is to meet 
soon to decide whether or 
not to accept the petition.

In a second blow Fri-
day, the Supreme Admin-
istrative Court ruled Yin-
gluck must reinstate former 
National Security Council 
chief Thawil Pliansri.

He was removed from 
office after Yingluck won 
election as prime minister.

The court said the or-
der removing Thawil was 
unlawful and told the pre-
mier to reinstate him with-
in 45 days. After becoming 
premier, Yingluck issued 

an order moving Thawil 
to an inactive position and 
replaced him with a for-
mer police chief for several 
months before appointing 
Paradon Pattanathabutr as 
NSC chief.

Paradon is known as 
a strong supporter of Yin-
gluck’s older brother, oust-
ed Prime Minister Thaksin 
Shinawatra.

Yingluck has tried to 
reduce the political pres-
sure in Bangkok by taking 
trips to the north and north-
east provinces, but she re-
turned to Bangkok on Fri-
day to meet with military 
chiefs.

“I don’t want to be the 
target or challenge people 
(in Bangkok), so I choose 
to perform my duty in other 
provinces, I do not abandon 
my work,” she said on her 
return to the capital.

Local media, which 
has been rife with rumors 

of a rift between her and 
the military chiefs, said 
Yingluck discussed a lead-
ership reshuffle within the 
military. The meeting was 
not open to the press.

Elsewhere, the an-
tigovernment protests in 
Bangkok led by former 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Suthep Thaugsuban contin-
ued to target government 
agencies and businesses 
involved with Yingluck’s 
family. 

The protesters also 
filed a petition to the Con-
stitutional Court asking it 
to rule the government’s 
caretaker status invalid 30 
days after the election was 
held. The antigovernment 
protests began in Novem-
ber after the lower house of 
parliament passed an am-
nesty bill Yingluck’s op-
ponents said was aimed at 
benefiting her brother.

Kyodo News
India says economy more  
stable, current account deficit to 
be contained  below 40 bln USD
New Delhi, 8 March — India said on Friday that its 
economy “is more stable” than it was one-and-a-
half years ago and the current account deficit (CAD) 
would be contained below 40 billion US dollars.
“The economy certainly is more stable today than 
what it was 18 months ago. That is reflected in the 
strengthening of the rupee, that is reflected in height-
ened interest of investors, both foreign direct invest-
ments and foreign institutional investors,” Indian Fi-
nance Minister P Chidambaram told the media in the 
national capital.
He added “On the CAD, the budget speech says it 
will be contained below 45 billion US dollars. To-
day, 23 days before the end of the year, we can say 
confidently that the CAD will be contained at below 
say 40 billion US dollars.”
The CAD, the excess of foreign exchange outflows 
over inflows, came down to 26.9 billion US dollars 
in the first half of fiscal year 2013-14 from 37.9 bil-
lion US dollars in the first half of 2012-13. 

Xinhua

Indian president greets women 
on eve of International Women’s 
Day
New Delhi, 8 March — Indian President Pranab 
Mukherjee on Friday extended greetings and good 
wishes to all women of this country on the eve of 
International Women’s Day.
“On the occasion of the International Women’s 
Day, I extend warm greetings and good wishes to 
women in all parts of our country. I thank them 
for their invaluable contribution in the making of 
our great nation,” President Mukherjee said in a 
statement.
He added “Women in India have attained great-
ness through the ages — in political, academic and 
spiritual spheres. They enjoyed freedom and equal 
participation in public life in ancient India. Not only 
does the constitution grant equality to women, but 
also empowers the state to adopt measures of posi-
tive discrimination in favor of women.”
The Indian president also asserted about the safety 
of women, saying “Women should be provided a 
safe, secure and congenial environment in which 
their talents can flower and they can contribute 
their full share in the building of our nation. On 
this International Women’s Day, let us resolve to 
redouble our efforts for the protection and welfare 
of women.” —Xinhua

Gov’t to  
appoint 1st 
female chief 
for National  

Personnel  
Authority
Tokyo, 8 March — 

The government has de-
cided to promote National 
Personnel Authority Com-
missioner Nahomi Ichim-
iya as the first woman to 
head the nation’s personnel 
agency, government sourc-
es said on Saturday.

Ichimiya, 65, will re-
place Tsuneo Hara, 69, 
who will complete his term 
as president of the agency 
in April.—Kyodo News
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People take photos of flowers at the 2014 Hong Kong Flower Show in Victoria Park 
in Hong Kong, south China, on 7 March, 2014. The flower show will be held from 

on 7 to 16 March, exhibiting over 350,000 flowers.—Xinhua

Riyadh, 8 March —
Saudi Arabia on Friday list-
ed the Muslim Brotherhood 
of ousted former Egyptian 
President Mohamed Mor-
si and two Syrian jihadist 
groups, Al-Nusra Front and 
Daash, as terrorist organiza-
tions, local media reported.

It also slated the Shiite 
Houthi group fighting in 
north Yemen and a Hezbol-
lah group in the Hijaz as ter-
rorist groups.

The country’s Interior 

Sanaa, 8 March 
— Yemeni President 
Abd-Rabbu Mansour Hadi 
on Friday appointed new 
oil minister, interior min-
ister and chief of national 
intelligence in a limited 
cabinet reshuffle, local me-
dia reported.

Hadi appointed 
Khaled Bahah as minister 
of oil and minerals after 
the predecessor resigned 
last month. Former Inte-
rior Minister Abdulkadir 
Qahtan was replaced by 
Brigadier General Abdou 
Hussein al-Tarb, head of 
the security service.

Hadi also replaced the 
long-time chief of Nation-
al Intelligence Brigadier 
General Ghaleb al-Kamish 
with Major General Jalal 
al- Rowaishan, undersec-
retary of Yemen’s national 
security bureau. The for-
mer oil minister and interi-
or minister were appointed 
as ambassadors. The limit-
ed cabinet reshuffle came 
after a 10-month national 
reconciliation dialogue that 
lasted from March last year 
to late January.—Xinhua

Cape Town, 8 March 
— Police officers who 
were allegedly involved 
in a brutality scandal have 
been suspended, authorities 
said on Friday.

The two officers were 
caught in a video showing 
them torturing a man on 
a street in Cape Town on 
Thursday. The video, cap-
tured by a bystander, went 
viral on the internet, spark-
ing public outrage.

In the video, the of-
ficers tears off the clothes 
of an unarmed man, leav-
ing him naked and vulner-
able in public. Then the 
officers pushes, chokes, 
punches and kicks him in 
the groin repeatedly.

“I welcome the swift 
action of Western Cape 
Police Commissioner, 
General Arno Lamoer in 
suspending those officers 
involved,” said Dan Plato, 
Western Cape MEC (mem-
ber of executive council) of 
Community Safety.

“General Lamoer’s 
immediate suspension of 
the SAPS (South African 
Police Service) officers 
and the opening of criminal 
charges against the officers 

 S African police officers 
suspended over brutality scandal

is commendable. It shows 
that this type of behavior 
will not be tolerated in the 
South African Police Ser-
vice and has no place in a 
constitutional democracy,” 
Plato said.

The Independent Po-
lice Investigative Directo-
rate (IPID) will still need 
to do a full independent in-
vestigation into this matter, 
he said.

Plato encouraged the 
public to report any police 
wrongdoings. “The police 
are there to protect us, and 
if they fail to do so, we 
must speak up.”

“What South Africa 
needs is a police service 
that is community oriented 
and accountable to the pub-
lic. We live in a free and 
democratic society and the 
arrest of a citizen for film-
ing an officer committing a 
crime can and must never 
be tolerated,” Plato said.

Earlier, the opposition 
Democratic Alliance (DA) 
said people in South Af-
rica “are tired in living in 
fear of both criminals and a 
hand full of thuggish police  
officers”.

Xinhua

Saudi Arabia lists terrorist groups
Ministry said that the list 
will be regularly updated 
to tackle terrorism inside 
the kingdom. TV reports 
said that Saudi Arabia also 
ordered nationals fighting 
abroad, including those in 
Syria, to return within 15 
days, or face legal punish-
ments.

Saudi King Abdullah 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud is-
sued an order last month to 
imprison Saudis between 
three to 20 years who are 

fighting abroad or belong-
ing to a “terrorist group.”

The order also covers 
members of local, region-
al and international “ex-
treme religious and terrorist 
groups.” Supporting such 
organizations or offering fi-
nancial assistances will also 
incur imprisonment. Con-
victed military personnel in 
particular will be sentenced 
to up to 30 years. The order 
will come into force as of 9 
March. —Xinhua

Yemen names new 
ministers in 

limited cabinet 
reshuffle
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Sunny Leone: Would love to have babies
Mumbai, 8  March — 

Indo-Canadian adult film 
star-turned-actress Sun-
ny Leone, who is in her 
life’s “best phase”, says 
she would love to experi-
ence motherhood but right 
now, she is focussed on 
Bollywood. “I would love 
to have babies but I don’t 
know when. This is one 
moment which I can’t 
replace ever in my life. 
This is the best phase of 
my life and my focus is 
on Bollywood.” 

“If I have a baby, 
then ‘great’, but I 
can’t predict the fu-
ture,” she added.

Sunny, who is mar-
ried to Daniel Weber, says 
the choice of working post 
motherhood depends on an 
individual. “I am married 
now and maybe I 

will have children and con-
tinue with my work even 
after that. We are in 2014. 
It’s an individual experi-
ence and an individual de-
cision (to work after having 
a baby),” she added. Most 
actresses build a career in 
filmdom before marriage, 
but Sunny says her life has 
been in reverse gear.

“My life has gone 
backwards. I think I am an 
entertainer and it shouldn’t 
matter whether I am married 
or have children or whatev-
er. But I have to say I have 
a very supportive husband 
and family.” “He is not go-
ing to hold me back from 

doing a role. If the role 
is sexy, we work 

through it as 
a couple,” 

said the 
32-year-
old, who  
 

married Weber in 2011. 
Sunny’s tryst with the In-
dian entertainment industry 
started with the reality show 
Bigg Boss 5. It was during 
her stint on the show that 
she received her first Bolly-
wood offer — the 2012 film 
Jism 2.

She says making a 
place here has been tough. 
“It is difficult because the 
industry is new for me. It’s 
difficult because you don’t 
know what is right and what 
is wrong. Are they the right 
people? Or are they going 
to take advantage of you? 
All these questions are al-
ways there, but you have to 
believe that your decision is 
the right one,” Sunny said. 
“I feel business and en-
tertainment are similar no 
matter wherever you work,” 
said the actress, who will 
soon be seen in the horror 
film Ragini MMS 2. — PTI

 Sunny will 
soon be 

seen in the 
horror film 

Ragini 
MMS 2 .

American film “Need for 
Speed” to hit Chinese screens

Still of the film “Need for Speed”.—Xinhua

Beijing, 8  March — 
2014 American action film 
“Need for Speed” is set to 
hit Chinese screens on 14th 
March.

The film is directed by 
Scott Waugh and stars Aar-
on Paul, Dominic Cooper, 
Imogen Poots and Scott 
Waugh. It is an adapta-
tion of the Need for Speed 

Jared Leto on Jennifer’s Oscar falls: Wonder if it’s 
all an act

Michael Jackson’s rumoured 
secret son revealed by DNA test

New Delhi, 8 March — 
The King of Pop Michael 
Jackson allegedly fathered 
a lovechild according to 
the results of a DNA test, 
reports TMZ.com. Bran-
don Howard, a 31-year-old 
singer, is 99.9% likely to 
be MJ’s illegitimate son 
and bears a striking resem-
blance to him.

Brandon was born in 
1982, a year before MJ re-
leased his hit song Billie 
Jean, the theme of which 
is the singer disowning pa-
ternity of a child and which 

Aishwarya Rai Bachchan most searched successful Indian woman on Google
New Delhi, 8 March 

— Bollywood actress 
Aishwarya Rai has topped 
the list of 20 most searched 
successful Indian wom-
en on Google followed 
by Vidya Balan and UPA 
chairperson Sonia Gandhi, 
an official statement said.

Former Indian Police 
Service officer Kiran Bedi 
also features among the 
top ten, revealed a Goog-
le search trend result on 

Friday. The list was re-
vealed after a two-month 
analysis between January 
and February 2014. “On 
the occasion of Women’s 
Day, Google search trends 
reveal who are the most 
searched 20 successful In-
dian women. Kiran Bedi is 
still among the top 10 most 
searched Indian women,” a 
statement said.

“Two sportswomen 
(Saina Nehwal and boxer 

MC Mary Kom), two au-
thors (Arundhati Roy and 
Shobhaa De) and four poli-
ticians (J Jayalalithaa, Gan-
dhi, Trinamool Congress 
chief Mamata Banerjee and 
BJP leader Sushma Swa-
raj), also made it to the top 
20,” the statement added.

The other names  

include Nita Ambani, de-
signer Ritu Kumar, actress 
Shabana Azmi, designer 
Neeta Lulla, filmmak-
er Meera Nair, producer 
Ekta Kapoor, PepsiCo 
chief Indra Nooyi and Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Akhilesh Yadav’s wife 
Dimple Yadav. — PTI

 Ash is reportedly considering Bollywood scripts at the 
moment .

Los Angeles, 8 March — Oscar-
winner Jared Leto says he is starting to 
wonder if actress Jennifer Lawrence’s 
much hyped Oscar falls were a 
deliberate act. After her infamous 
tumble at last year’s Oscars, the 
23-year-old actress took everyone by 
surprise when she slipped again on 
the red carpet at the 86th Academy 
Awards, reported E!Online.

“You know, I’m starting to wonder 
if this is a bit of an act,” Leto said. 
Leto, 42, who won the Best Supporting 
Actor for his role in Dallas Buyers 
Club said when Lawrence came onto 
the stage to present an award, she found 
him and his family laughing.

“She said, ‘What are you laughing 
at?’ But what she didn’t know was that 
Ellen was on the side making motions 
like ‘Don’t fall, don’t fall,’ and my 
mom and my brother were all cracking 
up,” he said. “I guess we don’t have 
any manners. You can take them out of 
Louisiana but you can’t take Louisiana 
out of them, right?,” he added. — PTI

 Jared said Jennifer asked him why he and his family were 
laughing .

series of video games by 
Electronic Arts.

The film tells the story 
of street racer Tobey Mar-
shall (portrayed by Aaron 
Paul) who is released from 
prison for a crime that he 
didn’t commit and tries 
to avenge the death of his 
friend Pete.

Xinhua

contains the lyrics ‘the kid 
is not my son.’ Brandon’s 
mother is gospel singer 
Miki Howard, nicknamed 
Billy, who knew MJ when 
he was alive.

Brandon Howard re-
leased a video on Facebook 
some days ago distancing 
himself from the DNA test 
and clarifying that he was 
making no claims on Mi-
chael Jackson’s estate. Mi-
chael Jackson died in 2009 
and was survived by sons 
Prince and Blanket and 
daughter Paris. —PTI

MJ is reportedly the father of a 31-year-old singer.
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Ukraine’s Paralympic chief, Valeriy Sushkevich, ges-
tures during a news conference at Sochi Paralympic 
Winter Games Park, on 7 March, 2014.—Reuters

Ukraine Paralympic chief says will quit Games if Russia invades

Sochi, (Russia) , 
8 March — Ukraine’s 
Paralympic chief said on 
Friday his team would 
quit the Winter Paralym-

pic Games if Russia in-
vaded his home country, 
adding that he hoped the 
competition would be able 
to spread peace instead.  

Russia is holding the Games 
in the Black Sea resort of 
Sochi at a time when it is 
being criticized for its ac-
tions in Ukraine’s southern 
region of Crimea, where 
the West accuses Russia of 
seizing military and gov-
ernment institutions.

Moscow says the 
armed men in Crimea are 
members of local self-de-
fence units while Putin says 
he has the right to send in 
troops to defend Russian 
compatriots but that so far 
he has seen no need to do 
so. “If there is an escala-
tion of the conflict, inter-
vention on the territory of 
our country, God forbid 

the worst, we would not be 
able to stay here, we would 
go,” Ukraine’s Paralympic 
chief, Valeriy Sushkevich, 
told a news conference.

Many countries have 
cancelled plans to send 
government ministers and 
members of royal families 
to the Games because of 
events in Crimea, where 
the parliament has voted to 
join Russia and hold a ref-
erendum on its status on 16 
March. Speaking hours be-
fore the opening ceremony, 
Sushkevich said he had a 
“calm and reserved” con-
versation with Putin. “I re-
peated my one request, the 
one and most important re-

quest, that before and dur-
ing (the Games) there will 
be peace,” he said, adding 
that the Russian leader an-
swered that he would think 
about his words.

“The Ukrainian team, 
as well as hoping for good 
results, came with colos-
sal hopes for peace, peace 
in our country, in Europe, 
in the world. I am sure .. 
that the majority is aware 
of the colossal danger to 
peace and the right of every 
person to have peace in 
the current situation.” Pu-
tin later told International 
Paralympic Committee 
(IPC) president Philip Cra-
ven: “I very much hope the 

Paralympics will help us 
reduce the degree of pas-
sions around Ukraine”.

On Tuesday, Putin 
told a news conference 
that any boycott of the 
Paralympics over Ukraine 
would be “the height of 
cynicism”. His spokesman, 
Dmitry Peskov, said that in 
Putin’s meeting with Sush-
kevich on Thursday “there 
was discussion of the fact 
that a sports celebration —
all the more so one like the 
Paralympic Games — can-
not and must not be affect-
ed by ... the international 
agenda or politics,” Inter-
fax reported.

Reuters

Four share midway lead as Blue Monster shows teeth
Doral, (Florida), 8 

March — American Hunter 
Mahan eagled his penulti-
mate hole to grab a share 
of the halfway lead at the 
WGC-Cadillac Champion-
ship on Friday as the Blue 
Monster showed its true 
colors, with more than 100 
golf balls ending up in the 
water. On a grueling day 
that some players described 
as a survival test, Mahan 
eagled the par five eighth 
in fading light for a second 
round of two-over 74 that 
left him tied for the lead 
with his compatriots Dustin 
Johnson (74), Patrick Reed 
(75) and Matt Kuchar (74) 
at one-under par.

Northern Irishmen 
Rory McIlroy (74) and 
Graeme McDowell (71), 
Italian Francesco Molinari 
(75) and Welshman Jamie 
Donaldson, who posted the 
low round of the day with a 
two-under 70, were all lurk-
ing one shot further back.”I 
felt stressed all day because 
I knew every shot had a big 
penalty written all over it, 
staring at bogey or worse 
I thought at a well struck 
shot,” Mahan told reporters. 
“It was a really tough day.” 

number up there and get 
to the weekend.” Long re-
garded as one of the PGA 
Tour’s great layouts, the 
Blue Monster course under-
went a massive $251 mil-
lion renovation that made it 
even more frightening and 
almost unplayable when 
the winds whipped across 
the sprawling layout on 
Friday. With most players 
arriving early to complete 
their rain-delayed opening 
rounds, exhausted golfers 
slumped off the course af-
ter a day of battling brutal 
winds and fatigue.

Only three players 
managed to break par dur-
ing a wild second round 
that saw 113 balls find a 
watery grave while the av-
erage score was four-over 
76. “It was just brutally 
difficult,” said McDowell. 
“I don’t think I’ve played 
in conditions this difficult 
in the US.” It’s an Open 
Championship day. It’s a 
real Friday afternoon at St. 
Andrews in 2010 before 
they called it. “It was hard 
out there, really, really hard, 
and part of me feels ecstat-
ic to be off the golf course 
right now.” —Reuters

Justin Rose lines up a putt on the 2nd green in the sec-
ond round of the WGC —Cadillac Championship golf 
tournament at TPC Blue Monster at Trump National 

Doral. —Reuters

There wasn’t an easy shot 
out there and you know, 
you’re going to have to find 
a way to make some putts. 

“One of those rounds where 
it could go south pretty fast 
so you’ve got to grind it 
out and find a way to get a 

‘Everything is fine’, Pistorius told guard after shooting girlfriend
Pretoria, 8 March —

Around 10 minutes after 
shooting dead his model 
girlfriend through a locked 
toilet door, South African 
track star Oscar Pistorius 
told a housing estate secu-
rity guard “everything is 
fine”, his murder trial heard 
on Friday.

Testifying on the fifth 
day of the trial at the Pre-
toria High Court, Pieter 
Baba, who was on guard 
duty the night Pistorius 
killed 29-year-old Reeva 
Steenkamp, said he re-
ceived a call from the ath-
lete at 3:21 am, around five 

minutes after Steenkamp 
was shot.Pistorius was too 
upset to say anything on the 
call, Baba said, speaking in 
Afrikaans through an inter-
preter.

However, when Baba 
—concerned that some-
thing was wrong — called 
him back a few minutes lat-
er, Pistorius told him: “Se-
curity, everything is fine.” 
Baba delivered the quote in 
English. The dramatic tes-
timony from one of the first 
people on the scene capped 
a week of hearings in which 
several witnesses described  
hearing a woman’s shouts 

and screams before a vol-
ley of shots in the early 
hours of Valentine’s Day 
last year.

Steenkamp died after 
being hit by three of four 
rounds fired by Pistorius 
from a 9 mm pistol through 
the door of a toilet cubicle 
in an upstairs bathroom in 
his luxury home in a Preto-
ria gated community. 

The shooting stunned 
South Africa and mil-
lions of Pistorius support-
ers around the world.The 
27-year-old — one of the 
most recognized men in 
world athletics — denies 

Olympic and Paralympic track star Oscar Pistorius 
speaks to his uncle Arnold Pistorius during the fifth day 
of his trial for the murder of his girlfriend Reeva Steen-

kamp at the North Gauteng High Court in Pretoria, 
on 7 March, 2014.—Reuters

murder, saying it was 
a tragic acci-
dent and that 
he mistook 
her for an 
i n t r u d e r . 
If found 
guilty, he 
is likely 
to spend 
at least 25 
years behind 
bars.—Reuters

Parchal, (Portugal), 
8 March — Mana Iwa-
buchi scored a first-half 
winner as women’s world 
champions and London 
Olympic silver medalists 
Japan beat Denmark 1-0 
at the Algarve Cup on 
Friday.

Coach Norio Sasaki 
made eight changes to 
the team that drew 1-1 
with the United States in 
their opening game on 
Wednesday, and 20-year-
old Iwabuchi seized 
her chance with a goal, 
capping a fine run into the 
box by smashing home 
two minutes before half-
time.Denmark pressed for 
an equalizer but Nade-
shiko Japan stood firm to 
pick up their first win.

“Space opened up 
and I just tried to smash 
the ball and am happy it 
went in,” said Iwabuchi. 
“I am looking to score 
every time I play so I am 
relieved.”Added coach 
Sasaki. 

Kyodo News

Iwabuchi strike 
lifts Nadeshiko 

past Denmark in 
Algarve Cup

Cary, (NC), 8 March 
— PGA Tour journeyman 
James Driscoll tied his own 
course record to earn a one-
stroke lead after the second 
round of the $3.5 million 
Puerto Rico Open on Fri-
day. Driscoll had an eagle 
and seven birdies in a nine-
under-par 63 on the Trump 
International course next to 
the Atlantic Ocean in Rio 
Grande, east of San Juan. “I 
had the putter going pretty 
hot today and I hit a bunch 
of shots pretty close too,” the 
36-year-old from Boston told 
reporters after signing for a 
12-under 132 halfway total. 
PGA Tour rookie Chesson 
Hadley (65) moved into sec-
ond place on 11-under, while 
fellow American Eric Axley 
(66) was alone on 10-under. 
New Zealander Danny Lee 
(68) was among a group of 
four players at nine-under, 
while first round leader Bri-
an Stuard (71) slipped five 
strokes behind. A morn-
ing downpour that briefly 
stopped play left the course 
soft and at the mercy of the 
field, which averaged 70.23 
strokes, more than a stroke 
better than on Thursday, de-
spite brisk winds.Driscoll, 
who also shot 63 in 2011 to 
hold a share of the course 
record, is enjoying a solid 
season, sitting 67th on the 
FedEx Cup standings.

“I wasn’t hitting it great 
off the tee but the irons were 
really solid, so that gave me 
a chance coming into these 
pins,” he said. “The wind 
was blowing pretty hard out 
there this afternoon. From 
tee to green (this course) 
gives you a little room. If you 
play smart and manage your 
game, you don’t have to hit 
perfect shots all day.” Eighty 
players made the cut, which 
fell at one-under. —Reuters

James Driscoll ties 
course record 63 
to lead in Puerto 

Rico
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(9-3-14 07:00am~  
10-3-14 07:00am) MST

(9-3-2014, Sunday)

*	Local News
*	A Trip to Mon State 

“Mawlamyine”
*	World News
*	Myanmar Masterclass: 

3D
*	Local News
*	Crab Business  

(Part-II) Soft Shell 
Crab

*	World News
*	Tea
*	Local News
*	A Short Trip To 

Upper Myanmar 
(Sagaing, Kawlin)

*	World News
*	Myanmar Railways 

City Circular Train
*	Local News
*	The Stories of The 

Great Souls (Mar Mar 
Aye) (Ep-1)

*	World News
*	Image of the monks
* 	Local News
* 	Great Shwedagon — 

The Repository of 
Buddhist Scriptures 
And Archives

* 	World News
* 	Myanmar Masterclass: 

Still Life (Glass)
* 	Local News
* 	Kyaik Hmaw Wun 

Yele Pagoda Festival
* 	World News
* 	Temple Stalls
* 	Local News 
* 	Shrinking Footprints
* 	World News 
* 	In The Studio :  

May Phyu Phyu
* 	Local News
* 	FLying Without 

Wings-My Great 
Limitless Adventure - 
Inlay  lake (Part-2)

* 	World News
* 	Green Grocer

6:00 am
1.	 Paritta By Hilly 

Region Missionary 
Sayadaw

6:25 am
2.	 Physical Exercise
7:00 am
3.	 News/Weather 

Report
8:30 am
4.	 Amazing World
9:30 am
5.	 (38) Phyar Mingalars
10:00 am
6.	 News
11:15 am
7.	 Gitadagale 

Phwintbarohn
12:00 pm
8.	 News/International 

News/Weather 
Report

2:35 pm
9.	 Musical Programme
3:00 pm
10.	 News
3:25 pm
11.	 Alinka Wat Yi Music 

Troupe
4:40 pm
12.	 2014 University 
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Visiting President of the French Senate Jean-Pierre Bel (L) poses for a photo 
with Croatian President Ivo Josipovic at the Presidental Palace in Zagreb, capital 
of Croatia, on 7 March, 2014. After Croatia, Bel is scheduled to visit Greece and 

Albania.—Xinhua

Jordan urges 
intensified 
efforts to 

keep Mideast 
peace

Amman, 8 March — 
Jordan’s King Abdullah II 
on Friday called for more 
efforts from the interna-
tional community to keep 
the Middle East peace, lo-
cal media reported.

At a meeting with 
visiting US Secretary of 
State John Kerry, King 
Abdullah II expressed Jor-
dan’s concerns about de-
velopments of the ongoing 
Palestinian-Israeli peace 
talks. He urged all parties 
as well as the international 
community to achieve just 
and comprehensive peace 
in the region.

For his part, Kerry 
briefed the king on the 
latest visit of the Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to Washington 
and his meeting with US 
President Barack Obama.

The US president 
is also expected to meet 
with Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas in 
March, as part of the US 
efforts to advance Pales-
tinian-Israeli peace nego-
tiations.

Kerry praised King 
Abdullah’s continued ef-
forts to boost peace, se-
curity and stability in the 
Middle East.

The US secretary of 
state arrived in Aqaba 
from the Italian capital 
Rome. Earlier he attend-
ed a conference on Libya 
and held meetings on the 
Ukraine crisis.—Xinhua

 Ohio couple found guilty of  
enslaving woman and child

Cleveland, 8 March 
— An Ohio couple was 
convicted on Friday of 
holding captive a cogni-
tively disabled woman and 
her young child, who were 
forced to eat dog food and 
threatened with a large 
snake, federal prosecutors 
said.

A jury found Jordie 
Callahan, 27 and Jessica 
Hunt, 32, guilty of engag-
ing in labour trafficking, 
conspiracy and forced la-
bour after a three-week 
trial in a Youngstown fed-
eral court. Prosecutors told 
jurors during the trial that 
Callahan threatened to kill 
the adult victim if she did 
not engage in sex acts with 

him, clean the apartment, 
go to the store and care for 
the couple’s numerous dogs 
and reptiles.

Prosecutors also said 
the victims were beaten, 
threatened with pit bulls 
and a 130-lb (60-kg) Bur-
mese python, fed dog food 
and made to crawl on the 
floor while wearing a dog 
collar as they were being 
held captive in a room in 
the couple’s Ashland apart-
ment, some 85 miles north-
east of Columbus.

“These defendants 
inflicted unspeakable cru-
elty upon this mother and 
her child,” US Attorney 
Steven Dettelbach said. 
“This case provides another 

Firefighters extinguish the forest fire in Riau Province, Indonesia, on 7 March, 
2014. The number of people having respiratory trouble scale up to over 30,000 at 

present from over 20,000 at mid of last month as thick smog has hit Riau of Suma-
tra island since February, official said on 4 March.—Xinhua

stark reminder that human 
trafficking takes place all 
around us and that we need 
to be better neighbors to 
one another.”

Callahan and Hunt 
were also convicted of in-
juring the woman on nu-
merous occasions in order 
for her to obtain narcotic 
pain medication only to 
use it to satisfy their own 
drug habits, according to 
prosecutors. Authorities 
became aware of the situ-
ation after the victim was 
caught shoplifting in an 
attempt to be arrested and 
escape her capturers. Cal-
lahan and Hunt are sched-
uled to be sentenced in 
July.—Reuters

Three killed in Cairo clashes, 48 
wounded across Egypt

Supporters of Islamist President Mohamed Mursi, who 
was overthrown by the army after demonstrations against 
his rule last July, shout slogans during a protest in Om-

ranya area, south of Cairo, on 7 March, 2014.—Reuters

Cairo, 8 March — 
Three protesters were 
killed and dozens wound-
ed as Muslim Brother-
hood supporters and police 
clashed across Egypt on 
Friday, the health ministry 
and security sources said.

Security sources said 
two were killed in street 
battles with the police in the 
Cairo District of Alf Maskin 
and a third in the capital’s 
Abbaseya. Protesters fired 
weapons and hurled petrol 
bombs at police who re-
sponded with tear gas, they 
said. The Interior Ministry 
said it had arrested 47 peo-
ple it said were Brotherhood 
members during the vio-
lence, which broke out after 
Friday prayers. Four police-
men suffered wounds from  
birdshot in the port city of 
Suez, it said. The health 
ministry said 48 people 
were wounded nationwide.

Police cars were 
burned by protesters in at 
least two Cairo districts.

Egypt has been in a 
state of turmoil since the 
army ousted Islamist Pres-
ident Mohamed Mursi of 
the Brotherhood last July 
after protests against his 
rule.The Brotherhood has 

kept up its protests against 
Mursi’s overthrew in spite 
of a severe crackdown on 
the movement that saw the 
group labeled a terrorist 
organization in December, 
hundreds of its supporters 
killed and thousands ar-
rested.

Reuters
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Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—A slight earth-
quake of magnitude 4.0 
Richter Scale with its ep-
icenter inside Myanmar 
about 5 miles northeast 
of Thabeikkyin about  
66 miles north-northwest 

Slight earthquake jolts 
Myanmar

of Mandalay seismolog-
ical observatory was re-
corded at 15 hrs 52 min 
14 sec MST today, an-
nounced the Meteorol-
ogy and Hydrology De-
partment.

NLM

Nay Pyi Taw, 8 
March—Vice-President U 
Nyan Tun has urged law 
enforcement bodies to take 
action against those who 
are exploring natural re-
sources illegally and busi-

Actions to be taken against illegal miners, businesses not 
abiding by laws: Vice-President

nesses which do not adhere 
to rules and regulations 
protecting the environment.

In his address at a 
work coordination meeting 
aimed at finding ways to re-
duce the impact of mining 

on the environment, he said 
“heavy machinery” is not 
allowed in mining but was 
being used nevertheless.

He also said that there 
are reports about illegal 
mining along the rivers 

and that oil explorers often 
do not carry out their busi-
ness in accordance with the 
laws. 

The Vice-President 
urged ministries to review 
and amend the existing 

laws related to environ-
mental conservation to 
guarantee the protection of 
the environment, and called 
for strict enforcement of 
the rules and regulations.
He also urged the regional 

governments to implement 
the comprehensive envi-
ronmental management 
system as part of efforts to 
limit the impact of mineral 
exploration on the environ-
ment.

Myanmar enacted the 
Environmental Conser-
vation Law on 30 March, 
2012.—MNA

Vice-President U Nyan Tun addresses work coordination meeting aimed at finding ways to reduce the impact of mining on the environment.—mna 

Pyinmana, 8 March— 
A fish with arms and legs 
has been discovered by a 
man fishing in Ngalike creek 
near Nyaungbintha village in  
Pyinmana Township, Nay 
Pyi Taw on Friday morning. 

The fish with no scales 
has a pair of ear-shaped 
gills. It is eight inches in 

Pyinmana man catches rare 
fish with arms and legs

length and 1.5 inch in girth. 
It can swim in the water like 
other fish. 

Now, the rare fish is 
being kept in an aquarium 
tank together with other 
pet fish at a house in Thay-
akon village in Zeyar Thiri 
Township.

 Ko Myo Shwe Paukkan

Photo shows rare fish with arms and legs.
Photo: Ko Myo Shwe Paukkan

Nay Pyi Taw, 8 March 
— Thura U Shwe Mann, 

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker explains new laws to locals 
in Letpadan

Meeting between Speaker of Union Parliament Thura U Shwe Mann and locals in progress in Letpadan Township.—mna 

the Speaker of the Union 
Parliament, Pyidaungsu 

Hluttaw, elaborated on 
new laws during a visit to 

Letpadan, Bago Division 
(west).

Speaker said the parliament 
reviewed, amended and en-
acted 84 laws in three years 
and is now discussing 60 
new laws to protect the 
“interest of the people and 
fairness.” 

Members of the parlia-
ment from 19 political par-
ties are working together 
to achieve three objectives 
— unity of national peo-
ple, national reconciliation 
and achieving peace in the 
country. 

During the meeting, 
officials from the support 
committees for the devel-
opment of Letpadan, Thay-
awady and Moenyo town-
ships explained their work. 

The Speaker also 
urged representatives 
of the support commit- 
tees and local people to 
cooperate with the govern-
ment.—MNA

At a meeting with 
locals on Saturday, the 




