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745 land grabbing
cases happened in 5
decades as successive
governments imple-
mented projects in
interests of country and
people in accordance
with rules, regulations

Nay Pvy1 Taw, 20 Feb
— A Hiuttaw representa-
tive has urged the govern-
ment to ensure transpar-
ency in dedling with land
grabbing issues by ad-
ministrative bodies so that
farmers can grow crops
on rain-fed field by June,
2014, and can grow winter
crops by September, 2014,
at Pyidaungsu Hluttaw on
20 February.

Deputy Minister for
Home Affairs Brig-Gen
Kyaw Kyaw Tun clar-
ified the implementing

the report section 1, 2
and 3 of the investiga-
tion commission, saying
that Ministry of Defence
had received only 565
cases related to battal-
ions and regiments and
not received 2,192 cas-
es presented by Hluttaw
representatives.

To be able to settle
the land grabbing issues,
President Office has given
guidelines to Ministry of
Defence not to ask tenant
farmers to grow crops on
land grabbed by battalions

and regiments, to manage
the minimum area required
for the security and training
groups, to use the land that
is actualy required for the
battalions and regiments
and to give back the re-
maining land to farmers, he
added.

To be able to speedily
and effectively settle the
land grabbing issues, the
central committee for man-
aging the land utilization
led by Vice-President U
Nyan Tun was formed on
16 September, 2013.

According to the sec-
tion 1, 2 and 3 of the in-
vestigation  commission
formed by Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw, there are a total
of 745 cases of land grab-
bing issues, comprising
512,204,701 acres.

All 745 cases were
happened in 5 decades as
the successive govern-
ments implemented pro-
jectsin the interests of the
country and the people in
accordance with the rules
and regulations.

(See page 8)

¥ 1716 million for physical development of health,

Nay Pvyi Taw, 20
Feb—Deputy Minister for
National Planning and Eco-
nomic Development Daw
Lei Lei Thein and Japanese
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Ambassador to Myanmar
Mr. Mikio Numata signed
the two agreements at the
Ministry here on 20 Feb-
ruary.
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These two agreements
will grant Japan’s aid ¥ 978
million for betterment of
medical equipment at gen-
eral hospitals in Yangon

and ¥ 738 million for ma-
chinery installation to con-
struct and maintain roads
and bridges in Rakhine
State—MNA
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While Myanmar has
been opening up together
with the introduction of
sweeping reforms since
2011, urbanization initi-
ated by the government
spreads across the coun-
try.

Among regiona de-
velopment endeavors,
| would like to present
a government-initiated
urbanization program,
turning Muse, north-east
door of the country, into
modernity. Muse once a
small town of Shan State
(North). As time went by,
Muse was transformed
from an ordinary town
into abusy one, serving as
aborder town allowing in-
\ﬂow of commodities from

the neighbouring country
since a decade ago.

As electricity is key to
realization of a special eco-
nomic zone in Muse, Great
Haw Kham Public Co., Ltd
is implementing a hydro-
power project damming
Muse's Namtpaw creek.
Upon completion of the
project located at a place,
five-mile from Muse, the
hydropower plant will run
through BOT system. Di-
rector U Sai Ohn Myint
of the company said at a
press meet in Hsin Shweli
Hal on 14 February that
the generating capacity of
the dam will be 15 mega-
watts. It is set to complete
planning, design, EIA and
SIA of the K 27.12 billion
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project within a year after
an MoU was signed and
the whole project within
30 months after signing an
MoA with Shan State gov-
ernment, he added.

Muse currently con-

Hydropower project to turn Muse into modernity

sumes about 10 megawatts
of electricity. As the plant
will contribute 15 mega
watts to Muse, moderniza-
tion plan of Muse will ben-
efit from it.

With an increase in

ByL.Soe(lPRD) __J

electricity supply, aplan to
modernize Muse will take
good shape, thereby con-
tributing towards more job
opportunities and better so-
cio-economic development
in the region. Moreover,

N

the dam will benefit farm-
lands in nearby villages,
supplying water all year
round for agriculture pur-
pose.
Kyemon: 18-2-2014
Trs: YM
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Socio-
economy
enhanced in
rural areas
of Yebyu
Township

YEeBYU, 20 Feb—
Taninthayi Region
Government is giving
priority to regional
development tasks for
local roads and markets
spending its fund in
Yebyu Township

of Dawei District in
Taninthayi Region.
Executive Officer

U Naing Htwe of
Township Development
Affairs Committee
supervises upgrading of
local roads.

The 1340 feet long
hospital road was
repaved with asphalt in
Ward B of the township
and it cost K 17.55
million.
The committee spent K
10 million on repaving
700 feet long Thanda
Street.
The committee rebuilt
the old strand road
market in Ward A and it
cost K 21.5 million.
In addition, 960 feet
long Kanyingauk Road
was repaved with
contribution of K 12.53
million in Ward A of
the town.
The pavement of the
hospital road, 1650 feet
long, was spent K 16
million.
All the projects cost
K 76.58 million.
MMAL-Yebyu IPRD
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Rural libraries for the People

Macway, 20 Feb—
Self-reliantvillagelibraries
have been putinto services
one after another with the
aim of broadening horizon
of the rural people and
raising reading habit in
Magway Region.

Theself-reliantlibraries
were established with low-
cost materials so these
buildings were damaged
and came deterioration in a
few years.

According to the
statistics in 2013, there
remain 672 libraries of

4752 meeting set standards
of library in Magway
Region.

To be durability,
the Union government
provided K 1 million to
each village libraries.

Spending the fund
donated by wellwishers,
101 more libraries have
been built in Magway
Region.

The cash assistance K
10.1 million provided by
the Union government and
K 142,689,265 contributed
by the people were spent

Buddha Pujaniya to be held
at Lawka Marazein Pagoda
in Pyinmana Township

Pyinmana, 20 Feb—
Lawka Marazein Pagoda
Board of Trustees will hold
the Buddha Pujaniya from
8 to 22 March.

In previous years, the
Buddha Pujaniya of the

pagoda was crowded with
people from Pyinmana,
Tatkon and Lewe
townships.

The pagoda board of
trustees has arranged sales
of shopkeeperstoallot over

on construction of 101
libraries. These facilities
were constructed with
corrugated iron sheets,
brick nogging and concrete
floor.

Myanmar Libraries
Foundation also provided
K 6 million for durability of
village libraries in Magway
Region.

In addition, ten
libraries were set up with
the fund of the people.

Wellwishers donated
furniture and publications
tothe libraries where these

facilities were completed.
MLF presented books to
the libraries free of charge.

A local people
of Thayettaw Village
in Pwintbyu Township
expressed his delight that
it is sure development of
knowledge thanksto village
libraries built of concrete.

Nowadays, the rural
libraries will be a drive
for development of socio-
economy of the local
people.

MMAL-Tin Tun Oo
(IPRD)

600 plots to shoppers.

Priority will be given
to those who sold goods
at the Pujaniya for the
allotment of shops.

The festival will
display various kinds of
shops including photo
gellery, decoration for
farming cattle, personal
goods and households
products and domestic
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SALOON CAR
PLUNGED INTO LAKE:
A Sunny Super
Saloon plunged
into Nadi Lake near
Shweyanbyay Village
beside Nyaungshwe-
Shwenyaung Road
in Shan State on 18
February.

MMAL-673

foodstuff. Thisyear,aplan

is underway to hold the

Pujaniya.
KoMyo(ShwePaukkan)

Licences
issued to
bikers for
motorcycles
IN
Kawkareik
KAWKAREIK, 20 Feb—
The licences for
motorcyle are being
issued at the town hall
of Kawkareik of Kayin
State as of 17 February.
The Directorate of Road
Administration, the
Customs Department,
Myanma Economic
Bank and Township
Development
Department jointly
undetake issuance

of licences for the
motorcycles through
one stop services at the
single place.

A total of 20 motorcyles
took out the licences

on 17 February and

10 motorbikes on 18
February.

A motorbike owners
remarked that the charge
for licence is higher than
that of actually purchase
of the motorcycles

but charge of customs
and commercial tax,
said an owner of the
motorcycle, said a
motorcycle owner.
Issuance of the licences
for motorcycles will

be issued for the local
people during 90 days
period.—MMAL-Tin
Win Hlaing (Kawkareik)

Injury in

querrel

WUNDWIN, 20
Feb—U Maung Pu and
his neighbouring Zaw Lin
caused quarrel concerning
cutting of a lead tree in
Nyaungbinhla Village of
Wundwin Township on 18
February.

Zaw Lin entered the
residence of U Maung Pu
and beat the latter with the
use of 10 feet long bamboo
stick. U Maung Pu fell on
the ground due to injuries
at hishead. While Daw Win
lifted his husband, Maung
Win hit the woman with
the use of bamboo stick, so
Daw Winwas injuries at her
head and nack. U Maung Pu
passed away with injuries.
Shwedaung Police Station
opened a file of lawsuit
against Zaw Lin, 29, under
the law.—NLM-018

Wallet

snatched

MeiktiLa, 20 Feb—
Senior Auditor Daw
Hla Hla Kyi of Meiktila
Township Accounts Office
together with her son
drove a motorcycle on 17
February evening.

On arrival at the
back of Central Institute
of Transport and
Communications, two
men driving a motorcycle
caught up them.

The men snatched a
wallet from Daw Hla Hla
Kyi and son.

The wallet comprised
one Hwawai mobile phone
worth K 100,000, one gold
ear plug worth over K
100,000, K 50000 and ID.

MeiktilaPolice Station
openedafile of lawsuitover
the snatch case.—NLM-
018




Abe to express Japan’s
anti-nuclear resolve at
Hague summit

Tokyo, 20 Feb —
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
is set to announce Japan’s
policy of increasing its
commitment to addressing
nuclear proliferation and
terrorism in cooperation
with other countries when
he attends an internation-
al conference next month,
government sources said
on Thursday.

Abe will also express
his concern about North
Korea’s nuclear develop-
ment programme  while
seeking understanding
from other participants to-
ward Tokyo’s intention to
proactively contribute to
global peace and stabili-
ty at the Nuclear Security

Summit scheduled for 24-
25 March in The Hague,
the Netherlands, the sourc-
es said.

The government has
yet to announce Abe’s at-
tendance at the summit,
having yet to finalize the
schedule given the need for
him to attend Diet sessions.

But the sources said
Abe strongly hopes he will
participate in the meeting
as the representative of
Japan, the only country to
have come under nuclear
attack. US President Ba-
rack Obama and Chinese
President Xi Jinping are
also expected to attend the
conference.

Kyodo News
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Visiting US Rep
Diana DeGette
(L) shakes hands
with Japanese
Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe at the
prime minister’s
office in Tokyo
on 19 Feb, 2014,
prior to talks
with the premier.
DeGette,

a Democrat from
Colorado, co-
chairs the US
Congressional
Study Group on
Japan.
Kyopo NEws

Ukraine clashes kill 21 more, EU talks shifted

Kigv, 20 Feb—At least
21 civilians were killed in
fresh fighting in Kiev on
Thursday, shattering an
overnight truce declared
by Ukrainian President
Viktor Yanukovich, and a
presidential statement said
dozens of police were also
dead or wounded.

Activists hurling petrol
bombs and paving stones
drove riot police off a cor-
ner of the central Independ-
ence Square, known as the
Maidan, and appeared to
capture several uniformed
officers. Police responded
with stun grenades.

The clashes erupted
shortly before three visiting
European foreign ministers
were due to meet the Rus-
sian-backed  Yanukovich
to push for a compromise
with his pro-European op-
ponents. The meeting was
delayed for security rea-
sons but began an hour late.

A Reuters photogra-
pher counted 21 bodies in
civilian clothes in three
places on the square, a few
hundred meters (yards)
from the presidency. That
raised the death toll since

A man walks at the site of clashes between anti-dovern-

ment protesters with Interior Ministry and riot police in
Kiev, on 19 Feb, 2014. —REUTERS

Tuesday to at least 43, by
far the bloodiest hours of
Ukraine’s 22-year post-So-
viet history.

A statement from Ya-
nukovich’s office said:
“They (the protesters) went
on to the offensive. They
are working in organized
groups. They are using
firearms, including sniper
rifles. They are shooting to
kill.

“The number of dead
and injured among police
officers is dozens,” the
statement on the presiden-
tial website said.

Shortly after 9 a.m.

(0700 GMT), the protesters
advanced to a line closer to
Yanukovich’s office and
parliament.

Television showed ac-
tivists in combat fatigues
leading several captured,
uniformed policemen
across the square.

Both sides have ac-
cused the other of using
live ammunition.

The foreign ministers
of Germany, France and
Poland were expected to
present Yanukovich with
a mixture of sanctions and
enticements to make a deal
with his opponents that

could end the bloodshed.

“Black smoke, deno-
tations and gunfire around
presidential palace ... Of-
ficials panicky,” tweeted
Polish minister Radoslaw
Sikorski to explain the de-
lay in the meeting.

Pro-EU activists have
been keeping vigil in the
square since the president
turned his back on a trade
pact with the bloc in No-
vember and accepted finan-
cial aid from Moscow.

Russia, which has
been holding back a new
loan installment until it
sees stability in Kiev, has
condemned EU and U.S.
support of the opposition
demands that Yanukovich,
elected in 2010, should
share power and hold new
elections.

In an apparent criti-
cism of Yanukovich’s han-
dling of the crisis, Russian
Prime Minister Dmitry
Medvedev said on Thurs-
day that Moscow could
only cooperate fully with
Ukraine when its leader-
ship was in “good shape”,
Interfax reported.

Reuters

Used items
are dis-
played at
Jembatan
Item flea
market in
Jakarta,
Indonesia,
on 19 Feb,
2014. Jem-
batan ltem
is one of
the largest
flea markets
in Jakarta.
XINHUA

Thai protesters take
to Facebook to target
businesses linked to PM

BaNGKok, 20 Feb—Protesters campaigning to oust
Thai Prime Minister Yingluck Shinawatra turned to
Facebook and other social media to attack businesses
linked to her family on Thursday and rallied outside
the offices of a property developer whose share price
tumbled.

Yingluck’s government appears increasingly
hemmed in by opponents and the judicial system, lack-
ing the fiscal powers to fund key policies and warned
by a court on Wednesday that it cannot use a state of
emergency to disperse protesters.

Four protesters and a police officer were killed on
Tuesday, in the deadliest clashes since the unrest began
in November, when police attempted to reclaim sites
near government buildings that have been occupied
for weeks. About 500 protesters gathered outside the
Bangkok offices of SC Asset Corp, a property developer
controlled by the Shinawatra family, waving Thai flags
and blowing whistles.

“We will hamper all Shinawatra businesses,” pro-
test leader Suthep Thaugsuban told supporters at a rally
on Wednesday night. “If you love your country, stop
using Shinawatra products and do everything you can so
that their business fails.”

Yingluck was executive chairwoman of the compa-
ny before being swept to power in a landslide election
victory in 2011.

Shares in SC Asset fell 4.3 percent on Thursday,
following a similar fall the previous day. Shares in
M-Link Asia Corp, a mobile handset distributor with
links to the Shinawatras, have also lost almost 10 per-
cent over the past two days.

Anusorn lamsa-ard, deputy spokesman for Yin-
gluck’s Puea Thai Party, said the building the protesters
targeted had nothing to do with her.—Reuters

Gunmen Kkill 47 in northeastern
Nigeria

Asuia, 20 Feb —Gunmen attacked the Nigerian
northeastern town of Bama early Wednesday, killing
47 people, police confirmed. Police Commissioner for
Borno state Lawan Tanko said Wednesday night that
some buildings were razed by the attackers, suspected
members of the Boko Haram Islamist group.

Officials and witnesses said the gunmen invaded
the town at about 4.00 am (0300 GMT), opened fire on
a school and partly burned down the palace of a tradi-
tional ruler of Borno, whose kingdom was one of the

oldest medieval Islamic caliphates in West Africa.
Xinhua
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Cambodia,
Malaysia vow
to further
enhance ties,
cooperation

Punom PenH, 20 Feb
— Cambodia and Malay-
sia pledged on Thursday
to further promote ties and
cooperation in trade, in-
vestment, tourism and edu-
cation for the benefits of the
two countries and peoples.
The commitment came
after a meeting between
Cambodian Prime Minister
Hun Sen and visiting Ma-
laysian Deputy Prime Min-
ister Tan Sri Muhyiddin
Yassin at the Peace Palace
in Phnom Penh, the capital
of Cambodia.

Muhyiddin, who is
also education minister,
said it was his first visit to
Cambodia to further ex-
pand bilateral relations and
cooperation in economics,
trade, investment, tourism
and education.

He promised to en-
courage more Malaysian
investors to Cambodia for
the fields of agriculture,

rubber plantation, infra-
structure development and
energy.

For his part, Hun Sen
said it was vital to further
deepen bilateral ties and
cooperation for mutual
benefits, saying that Cam-
bodia wanted to see more
Malaysian investors and
called for them to consider
investing in the rice sector
since Cambodia has about
3.5 million tons of milled
rice left over for exports
this year.

Malaysia is the third
largest investor in Cam-
bodia with the cumulative
investment of around 2.62
billion US dollars in bank-
ing, finance, tourism, and
information  technology,
according to the Council
for the Development of
Cambodia.—Xinhua
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Canada’s Prime Minister Stephen Harper (L), Mexico’s President Enrique Pena Nieto (C) and US President
Barack Obama wave before the official photograph during the 7th North American Leaders Summit in Toluca,
Mexico, on 19 Feb, 2014. During the one-day summit, leaders of the United States, Canada and Mexico are
expected to focus on how to revitalize the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), which was signed
by the three countries and came into force on 1 Jan, 1994.—XINHUA

World powers and Iran make *“good start” towards nuclear accord

VIEnNA, 20 Feb — Six
world powers and Iran made
a “good start” during talks
in Vienna towards reaching
a final settlement on Te-
heran’s contested nuclear
programme, the European
Union’s foreign policy chief
Catherine Ashton on Thurs-
day. Speaking to reporters
after three days of negotia-
tions, Ashton said the two
sides had identified the in-
gredients of an accord that
could put an end to years of
hostility between the West
and the oil producing nation.

But she cautioned that
future negotiations, which
western governments want
to wrap up by late July,
would not be easy.

“We have had three
very productive days during
which we have identified
all of the issues we need to
address in reaching a com-
prehensive and final agree-
ment,” she told reporters.

A cameraman films outside Palais Coburg hotel where
nuclear talks are taking place in Vienna on 19 Feb,
2014.—REUTERS

“There is a lot to do. It
won’t be easy but we have
made a good start.”

Senior diplomats from
the six powers — the Unit-
ed States, Russia, China,
France, Britain and Germa-
ny - as well as Iran’s Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif and Ashton agreed to
meet again on 17 March,
also in the Austrian capital.

Although modest in
scope, the agreement on an

agenda for talks indicates an
early step forward in the elu-
sive search for a settlement
in the nuclear dispute, which
carries the risk of envelop-
ing the Middle East in a new
war. The sides remain far
apart on how to resolve the
dispute and both Iran and the
United States, a key player
in the talks, have publicly
stated it may not be possible
to reach a final agreement.
A senior US State De-

partment official said of
Wednesday’s second day of
talks: “Today’s discussions,
which covered both process
and substance, were con-
structive and useful.

The six powers want a
long-term deal on the per-
missible scope of Iran’s
nuclear work to lay to rest
concerns that they could be
put to developing atomic
bombs. Teheran’s priority is
a complete removal of dam-
aging economic sanctions
against it. The powers have
yet to spell out their precise
demands of Iran. But West-
ern officials have signaled
they want Teheran to cap en-
richment of uranium at a low
fissile concentration, limit
research and development
of new nuclear equipment,
decommission a substantial
portion of its centrifuges
used to refine uranium, and
allow more intrusive UN nu-
clear inspections.—Reuters

Italy’s
Renzi faces
obstacles in

forming new
gov't

RowmE, 20 Feb — Mat-
teo Renzi’s efforts to gauge
support in parliament be-
fore forming a new lItal-
ian government ran into
its first major obstacles on
Wednesday in a meeting
with comic-turned-activist
Beppe Grillo.

The cool-headed Ren-
zi deftly handled a power
struggle against ex-Prime
Minister Enrico Letta and
negotiations with President
Giorgio Napolitano, who
asked Renzi to form a gov-
ernment to succeed Letta’s.

But he appeared to
lose his cool after meeting
with Grillo on Wednesday,
saying the leader of a large
anti-government bloc in
parliament should be “em-
barrassed” by the way he
conducted himself during
the talks. “I saw the embar-
rassed faces of his follow-
ers,” Renzi said. “Grillo
wouldn’t dialogue even
after his supporters urged
him to.”

Grillo, a long-time
government critic, raised
eyebrows by becoming a
major political player over
the last two years. His
movement won more than
a fourth of the vote in par-
liamentary elections on 24-
25 February last year, and
he refused to discuss an al-
liance with any other bloc
— sparking a two-month-
old stalemate that ended
last April when Napolitano
asked Letta to form a gov-
ernment.

But without support
from a large enough unified
bloc, the Letta government
struggled to pass reforms
until Letta was forced to
step down last Friday.

Xinhua

“Maiko”
apprentice
geisha pose
for photos
in Kyoto
on 19 Feb,
2014, during
a kimono
fitting ses-
sion for the
“Kyo Odori”
dance per-
formance.
The annual
event will
be held in
Kyoto from 5
to 20 April.
Kyopo NeEws

Tokyo, 20 Feb —
Roughly 100 tons of high-
ly radioactive water leaked
from one of the tanks at
the crippled Fukushima
Daiichi nuclear complex,

plant  operator  Tokyo
Electric Power Co said on
Thursday.

Steps have been taken
to stop the leakage of the
water, which contains 230
million becquerels per lit-
er of strontium and other
beta ray-emitting radioac-

tive substances. The utility

100 tons of toxic water leaked at
Fukushima plant, no flow to sea

believes the liquid has not
flowed into the adjacent
sea as there is no drainage
nearby.

According to TEPCO,
a worker on patrol noticed
water spilling from the
tank’s lid at 11:25 pm on
Wednesday. The water, by
passing through a rainwater
pipe, escaped outside a bar-
rier intended to block wa-
ter from spreading outside
when tanks leak.

A TEPCO official said
the company suspects that

radioactive water was mis-
takenly directed to the tank
because valves that should
have been closed were
open, causing the contain-
er to overflow.

One of the valves
appeared to have been
closed, but may have mal-
functioned, while two oth-
er valves had been open.

After closing the two

valves, TEPCO said it
confirmed the leak stopped
at 5:40 am.

Kyodo News
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Japan introduces anti-terror, disaster equipment to ASEAN

NaHa, (Japan), 20
Feb — The Japanese gov-

ernment on Wednesday
showed senior defence
officials from ASEAN

countries gathering for a
conference in Okinawa
10 items used to combat
natural disasters and ter-
rorism. Japan exhibited

Snow shoveling
volunteers
working in

snow-plagued
Yamanashi

Koru,

(Japan), 20
Feb With a record
snowfall having blanket-
ed Yamanashi Prefecture
last week, volunteers have
been stepping in to shovel
snow for elderly residents
unable to carry out the
work themselves. In the
prefectural capital of Kofu,
which logged a record 114
centimetesr of snow, the
municipal social welfare
council on Wednesday dis-
patched a total of 25 snow
shoveling volunteers in-
cluding those from other
prefectures such as Niigata
and Fukushima.

Among them were two
local senior high school stu-
dents who shoveled knee-
deep snow along with an
official from the council to
make a path to the home of
a 79-year-old woman. “It
helped me a lot,” said the
woman who lives alone. “I
would like to help persons
in difficulty,” said one of the
two students while smiling.

On Thursday, a total of
11 municipal social security
councils in the prefecture
are inviting snow shoveling
volunteers and two more are
considering doing so. Vol-
unteers are required to se-
cure their food and lodgings
on their own, carry shovels
with them and make tele-
phone inquiries to the coun-
cils beforehand.

Kyodo News

defence equipment for the
first time for the Associa-
tion of Southeast Asian Na-
tions, as the government of
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
plans to further ease restric-
tions on the country’s arms
exports. All of the items,
shown at the Air Self-De-
fence Force’s base in Naha,

can be exported if they are
used for the purpose of hu-
manitarian assistance.
Among them are a
ball-shaped  surveillance
robot that can capture
images inside when it is
thrown into a destroyed
house and a permeation
apparatus that can detect

human movement inside
walls. At the exhibition,
ASEAN officials asked
questions such as what
companies are involved in
the development of those
items and how many hours
they can operate for.

“We hope ASEAN
countries will be interest-

ed in Japan’s cutting-edge
technology and that this
opportunity will lead to
joint development and ex-
ports in the future,” said a
senior official of Japan’s
Defence Ministry.

On Tuesday, Japan and
ASEAN countries agreed
at the Okinawa meeting

Chinese President Xi Jinping (L) holds a welcoming ceremony for visiting Pakistani President Mamnoon Hussain
prior to their talks at the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, capital of China, on 19 Feb, 2014. —XiNnua

China, Pakistan vow to build “community of shared destiny”

BeuiNg, 20 Feb — Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping
held talks with his Pakistani
counterpart Mamnoon Hus-
sain on Wednesday and the
two leaders pledged to forge
a China-Pakistan “commu-
nity of shared destiny”.

“China and Pakistan are
good friends, good partners,
good neighbours and good
brothers,” Xi said during the
talks at the Great Hall of the
People. The Chinese side
will treat the China-Pakistan
ties, as always, from a stra-
tegic and long-term perspec-
tive, and the ties will be a
priority in China’s relations
with its neighbours, he said.

Hailing the all-weath-
er, time-tested friendship
between the two countries,
Hussain said to further ce-
ment the friendship serves
as “the cornerstone of Pa-
kistan’s foreign policy”.
Support for the unique rela-
tionship resonates across Pa-
kistan at all levels including
the government, political
parties and the people, said
the Pakistani president.

Pakistan is willing to
build a community of shared
destiny with China, said the
visiting president. He arrived
in Beijing on Tuesday for a
four-day state visit at Xi’s
invitation. Hussain said the

Pakistani side is appreciative
of China’s strategic vision
and believes China is an
important power to promote
peace and development in
the world as well as in the
region. It is Hussain’s first
official foreign trip since
taking office in September.
Before their talks, Xi held a
red-carpet ceremony to wel-
come Hussain at the hall in
downtown Beijing.

China’s top legisla-
tor Zhang Dejiang met
with Hussain earlier on
Wednesday and Premier Li
Keqiang is scheduled to
meet with the visiting pres-
ident on Thursday. During

Wednesday’s talks, the two
presidents agreed to enhance
the strategic and cooperative
partnership between the two
countries, featuring a more
solid political foundation,
closer economic links, deep-
ened security cooperation
and more fluent cultural and
people-to-people exchanges.
“China would stand
firmly behind Pakistan’s ef-
forts to uphold its sovereign-
ty, independence and terri-
torial integrity, and Pakistan
would be opposed to any
force that attempts to under-
mine China’s sovereignty,”
according to a news release
after the talks.—Xinhua

NEw York, 20 Feb —
Powerball ticket holders
on Wednesday frantically
checked their stubs to see
whether they had hit the
$400 million jackpot in
the US lottery that hasn’t
had a top prize winner
since Christmas.

The prize is the
sixth-largest in US histo-
ry, and the fourth-largest
for Powerball, according
to a spokesperson for the
Multi-State Lottery As-

sociation, which runs the
game.

The winning numbers,
drawn late on Wednesday,
were 1, 17, 35, 49, 54, and
34, according to Power-
ball’s website.

The top prize amount
has been swelling since the
last jackpot on Christmas
Day. It has rolled over 15
times and increased in val-
ue after each drawing since
then, said Carolyn Hape-
man, Powerball spokes-

With no winner since Christmas, US
Powerball lottery hits $400 million

woman in New York.

If the winner opts to
take Wednesday night’s
prize as a lump sum, it
would amount to $227.8
million, the website said.

In the last two years,
Powerball prizes have in-
creased considerably, due
to ticket prices doubling to
$2, and California, the na-
tion’s most populous state,
joining 42 other states,
Washington DC and the
US Virgin Islands in play-

ing the game.
The chance of claim-
ing the jackpot is one in

A man purchases New York State Lottery tickets for
the $400 million Powerball lottery in New York’s
financial district on 19, Feb 2014. —REUTERS

175 million, regardless of
how many tickets a person

buys.—Reuters

to expand cooperation in
antiterrorism and joint de-
velopment of equipment to
cope with natural disasters.
ASEAN groups Bru-
nei, Cambodia, Indonesia,
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar,
the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand and Vietnam.
Kyodo News

Pakistan bombs
militant
hideouts in tribal
area after talks
collapse

IsLamaBap, 20 Feb
— Pakistani fighter jets
bombed suspected militant
hideouts in a tribal area
on the Afghan border on
Thursday, killing at least
15 people, security offi-
cials said, after attempts to
engage insurgents in peace
negotiations collapsed this
week.

“We received informa-
tion about militant hideouts
and based on our intelli-
gence, precision strikes
were carried out around
midnight in the Mir Ali
area,” an intelligence offi-
cial told Reuters.“Fifteen
militants were killed in the
bombing. —Reuters

More
Americans
now view
Afghanistan
war as mistake

WasHINGTON, 20 Feb
— For the first time since
the United States became
militarily involved in Af-
ghanistan in 2001, the US
public opinion about the
war is now more negative
than positive, showed a
Gallup poll released on
Wednesday.

Americans’ views are
now split down the mid-
dle, with 49 percent saying
the involvement there was
a mistake and 48 percent
saying it was not, accord-
ing to Gallup’s 6-9 Febru-
ary. World Affairs survey.

Gallup first asked
Americans about US in-
tervention in Afghanistan
in November 2001, just
after the US sent its mili-
tary into that country after
the 11 September error at-
tacks on Washington DC
and New York that killed
nearly 3,000 people. The
US invaded Afghanistan to
punish the Taleban for har-
boring al- Qaeda terrorists
responsible for the attacks.

Xinhua
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SAN  Francisco, 20
Feb — Google Inc is ex-
ploring a major expansion
of its super-fast “Fiber”
TV and Internet service,
which could extend the
nascent network to 34
more US cities and pose a
competitive threat to home
broadband providers.

Google  executives
told reporters on Wednes-
day the search company
has reached out in re-
cent weeks to cities from
nine metropolitan areas
around the country, in-
cluding San Jose, Atlanta
and Nashville, to discuss
the feasibility of building
out Fiber, which Google
says delivers the Inter-
net at speeds up to 100
times faster than average
networks. As Google de-
livers more music, videos
and other content to mobile
devices, it is increasing in-
vestment in ensuring it gets
the bandwidth it needs.

Web-access  projects
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Google prepares 34-city push for ultra-fast Fiber service

(O gle

An employee answers phone calls at the switchboard of
the Google office in Zurich on 18 Aug, 2009.
REUTERS

like Fiber could also help
grow revenues beyond its
maturing search business,
and give it more insight
into consumers’ online
habits — which, in turn, is
crucial to making ads more
effective. Google had in-
itially billed its first Fiber
broadband offer, launched
in Kansas City last year,
as a test project to spur de-
velopment of Web services
and technology.

But industry observers
speculate that the one-gi-
gabit-a-second  high-speed
Internet service could be-
come a viable business for
the company, prompting
traditional rivals such as
AT&T to mount a defence.
“We continue to believe that
Google Fiber is an attempt
by Google to build a profit-
able, stand-alone business,”
argued Carlos Kirjner, sen-
ior Internet analyst for Bern-

stein Research.

“Google is taking the
long view and we think in
five or more years, it could
turn out to be a significant,
profitable  business for
Google and headwind for
incumbents.”  AT&T Inc
said last year it was ready
to build its own one-giga-
bit-per-second fiber net-
work in Austin, provided
it got the same treatment
from local authorities as
Google. AT&T CEO Ran-
dall Stephenson said in
September he expects the
telecoms carrier to expand
that offer to “multiple mar-
kets” in coming years.

And Comcast Corp,
which will become the
largest cable provider in
the country if it passes an-
titrust scrutiny for its pro-
posed $45 billion acquisi-
tion of Time Warner Cable,
argued to regulators this
month that Google Fiber
could threaten its business
over time. —Reuters

Lockheed tech lets US Apache helicopter pilots aim in colour

The US Army’s AH-64 Apache helicopter attends a
live-fire exercise of South Korean and US armed forc-
es, during a media day of the fire exercise in Pocheon,
46 km (29 miles) northeast of Seoul, on 19 June , 2012.

REUTERS

HUNTSVILLE, (Ala-
bama), 20 Feb — The US
Army has unveiled new
technology that will for
the first time allow AH-64
Apache helicopter pilots to

see targeting and surveil-
lance data in full, high-res-
olution color, instead of the
fuzzy black and white im-
ages they get now.

An Army official said

new sensors developed by
Lockheed Martin Corp over
the past four years could
help avoid mistakes such
as the 2007 attack by two
US Apache helicopters that
killed 12 people in Baghdad,
including two Reuters news
staff, after they were mis-
taken for armed insurgents.
US Central Command has
said an investigation of the
incident found that US forc-
es were not aware of the
presence of the news staff-
ers and believed a camera
held by one of the men was
a rocket-propelled grenade
launcher.

“This additional situ-
ational awareness ... will
give soldiers what they
need to make the right de-
cisions on the battlefield,”

Toshiba: aims to be in global top three in
imaging diagnostics by March 2018

Kawasaki,  (Japan),
20 Feb — Toshiba Corp
President Hisao Tanaka
said on Thursday that the
Japanese  conglomerate
aimed to be in the global
top three companies mak-
ing imaging diagnostics
for medical use by the
business year ending in
March 2018.

Toshiba, which has
positioned healthcare as
the third pillar of growth
in addition to NAND flash
memory chips and pow-
er generation, has said it
aims to make 600 billion
yen ($5.87 billion) in rev-
enue from the sector by

the end of its three-year
business plan through
March 2016, and 1 trillion

yen in the year to March
2018.
Reuters

The logo of Toshiba Corp is seen at an electronics
store in Yokohama, south of Tokyo, on 25 June, 2013.
REUTERS

Army Lieutenant Colonel
Steven Van Riper, the Ar-
my’s product manager for
the Apache sensors, told
reporters when asked if the
new technology help avert
such mistakes. “That’s
our goal ... This will cut
dramatically the amount
of voice communications
and other things that take
precious time on the bat-
tlefield, time that could be
used better to make deci-
sions,” he said during a
demonstration at Redstone
Arsenal in Huntsville, Ala-
bama, where the Army tests
new aircraft.“Now they can
focus on those tasks and
not worry, ‘Am | looking at
the right thing?”"—Reuters

CANBERRA, 20 Feb —
Scientists from the Com-
monwealth of Scientific
and Industrial Research
Organization (CSIRO)
found that apart from the
Earth, the Moon, aster-
oids also hit distant stars.
Scientists using CSIRO’s
Parkes telescope and an-
other telescopes in South
Africa have found ev-
idence that a tiny star
called PSR J0738-4042 is
being pounded by aster-
oids, CSIRO said in a me-

dia release on Friday.
“One of these rocks (as-

teroids) seems to have had

a mass of about a billion

tonnes,” CSIRO astron-
omer and member of the
research team Dr Ryan
Shannon said.

PSR J0738-4042 lies
37,000 light-years from
Earth in the constellation
of Puppis. The environ-
ment around this star is es-
pecially harsh, full of radi-
ation and violent winds of
particles.

“If a large rocky object
can form here, planets
could form around any
stars,” Shannon said. The
star is a special one, a
“pulsar” that emits a beam
of radio waves. As the star
spins, its radio beam flash-
es over Earth again and

again with the regularity

Australian study found
asteroids hit a tiny star

of a clock.

In 2008, Shannon and
a colleague predicted how
an infalling asteroid affect
a pulsar.

They said it would alter
the pulsar’s spin rate and
the shape of radio pulse
that we see on the earth.
* That is exactly what we
see in this case,” Shannon
said. “We think the pul-
sar’s radio beam zaps the
asteroid, vaporising it. But
the vaporised particles are
electrically charged and

they slightly alter the pro-
cess that creates the pul-
sar’s beam.”

Asteroids around a
pulsar could be creat-
ed by the exploding star
that formed the pulsar
itself,  scientists  said.

The material blasted
out from the explosion
could fall back towards the
forming pulsar, forming a
disk of debris.

Astronomers  have
found a dust disk around
another  pulsar  called
J0146+61. “This sort of
dust disk could provide
the ‘seeds’ that grow into
larger asteroids,” said
Paul Brook, a PhD stu-
dent co-supervised by the
University of Oxford and
CSIRO who led the study
of PSR J0738-4042.

Xinhua

Big figures to attend Mobile World
Congress in Barcelona

Mabprip, 20 Feb —
The presence of Mark
Zuckerberg, the founder
of Facebook, and other
big app developers at the
Mobile World Congress
(MWC) next week is set to
be one of the big attractions
at the most important event
in the mobile industry.
Zuckerberg is scheduled to
deliver the keynote speech
at the trade show, held
from 24 to 27 February in
Barcelona.

Moreover, Jan Koum,
the person behind the
phenomenally  successful
“WhatsApp,” the President
of IMB Virginia Rometty,
Rich Riley from the music
recognition app “Shazam”

and Jon Matonis, the Exec-
utive Director of the virtu-
al money app “Big Coin,”
will also attend. The 2014
MWTC is expected to draw
a record number of 75,000
attendees to the Fira Gran
Via in Barcelona, beating
the 2013 attendance of
72,000.

Almost a hundred min-
isterial trade delegations
will also be in Barcelona,
all attempting to drum up
business for their countries
at the event, where many
mobile phone operations
and hardware manufactur-
ers traditionally take the
opportunity to launch new
products and services. It
was estimated the overall

benefit for Barcelona, in
terms of hotel bookings,
restaurant and bars and oth-
er sectors, was around 356
million euros (482 million
US dollars), while 7,220
temporary jobs would be
created during the event.

The MWC this year,
held in Barcelona for the
ninth  consecutive year,
will focus on the continued
spread of LTE networks
around the globe alongside
new hardware and mobile
devices launches. It will
cover 94,000 square meters
at the Fira Gran Via and
will also hold events at the
Fira de Montjuic, where the
MWC took place two years
ago. — Xinhua



W ASHINGTON, 20
Feb— US researchers
on Wednesday reported
“more encouraging news”
about an experimental ther-
apy against a deadly form
of leukemia, called B cell
acute lymphoblastic leu-
kemia (B-ALL). A clinical
study involving 16 B-ALL
patients found that 88
percent of them achieved
“complete remissions” af-
ter being treated with ge-
netically modified versions
of their own immune cells,
according to the research
report published in the US
journal Science Transla-
tional Medicine.

“These extraordinary
results demonstrate that
cell therapy is a power-
ful treatment for patients
who have exhausted all
conventional  therapies,”
said Michel Sadelain of

Memorial Sloan Kettering
Cancer Centre and one of
the study’s senior authors.
“ Our initial findings have
held up in a larger cohort
of patients, and we are al-
ready looking at new clin-
ical studies to advance this
novel therapeutic approach
in fighting cancer.” B-ALL,
a type of blood cancer that
develops in B cells, is dif-
ficult to treat because the
majority of patients relapse.
Patients  with  relapsed
B-ALL have few treatment
options and only 30 percent
respond to salvage chemo-
therapy. Without a success-
ful bone marrow transplant,
few have any hope of long-
term survival.

In the current study,
16 patients with relapsed
B-ALL were given an in-
fusion of their own genet-
ically modified immune

Nasdaq snaps elght day
winning streak after Fed’s
release of minutes

New York, 20 Feb
— US stocks drifted low-
er after volatile trading on
Wednesday, with the Nas-
dagq Composite Index halt-
ing its gains of eight days
in a row, following the
release of minutes of the
Federal Reserve’s January
policy meeting in the day.
The Dow Jones Industri-
al Average dropped 89.84
points, or 0.56 percent, to
16,040.56. The S&P 500
dipped 12.01 points, or
0.65 percent, to 1,828.75.
The Nasdaq slipped 34.83
points, or 0.82 percent, to
4,237.95.

Wall Street staged
seesaw trading session on
weak housing data, before
sinking shortly after the re-
lease of the minutes of the
latest policy-setting meet-
ing, which ignited market
concerns over interest rate
hikes. “A few participants
raised the possibility that
it might be appropriate to
increase the federal funds
rate relatively soon,” the
minutes said, though there
was still a lack of consen-
sus on the new rate guid-
ance among top Fed offi-
cials. A rise in interest rates

is broadly considered to put
a damper on risky assets in-
cluding equities.

At its last policy meet-
ing, the US central bank
announced a further reduc-
tion in its bond purchases
by 10 billion US dollars to
65 billion dollars starting
February. On the economic
front, US privately owned
housing starts in January
were at a seasonally adjust-
ed annual rate of 880,000,
16 percent below the up-
wardly revised December
estimate of 1.048 million,
while building permits fell
5.4 percent to 937,000 in
January, the Commerce
Department said. Moreo-
ver, US mortgage applica-
tions slipped 4.1 percent
for the week ending 14
February from a week ear-
lier, according to the Mort-
gage Bankers Association.

Among other data, the
US Producer Price Index
for final demand increased
0.2 percent in January on a
seasonally adjusted basis,
which followed a 0.1-per-
cent rise in December and
no change in November,
the Labor Department said.

Reuters
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US researchers report progress in leukemia treatment

cells, called T cells, which
were “reeducated” to rec-
ognize and destroy cancer
cells that contain the pro-
tein CD19. Overall, 14 pa-
tients, or 88 percent, of the
16 patients experienced a
“complete remission,” with
no detectable cancer cells
in their bodies, and seven
were healthy enough to un-
dergo a bone-marrow trans-
plant, the researchers said.
Historically, only 5 percent
of patients with relapsed
B-ALL have been able to
transition to bone marrow
transplantation.

In a statement, the re-
searchers identified two
of the 16 patients: Den-
nis Billy of Wynnewood,
Pennsylvania, one of the
first patients to receive this
treatment more than two
years ago, was able to suc-
cessfully undergo a bone

-

marrow transplant and has
been cancer-free and back
at work teaching theology
since 2011.

Paolo Cavalli, a res-
taurant owner from Oxford,
Connecticut, remains in
complete remission eight
months after receiving his

Friday, 21 February, 2014

personallzed T cell treat-
ment.

“Patients without any
hope gained complete re-
mission after receiving the

engineered cells,” Wang
Xiuyan, one of the authors
at the Memorial Sloan-Ket-
tering Cancer Centre, told

Xinhua. “ Although engi-
neered T cells are still ex-
perimental, adoptive cell
therapy, or immunother-
apy in general, has been
becoming a paradigm
shifting modality in cancer
patient care.”

Xinhua

Facebook to buy WhatsApp for $19 billion in deal shocker

SAN FraNcisco /
BaNGALORE, 20 Feb —
Facebook Inc will buy

fast-growing mobile-mes-
saging startup WhatsApp
for $19 billion in cash and
stock in a landmark deal
that places the world’s larg-
est social network closer to
the heart of mobile com-
munications and may bring
younger users into the fold.
The transaction involves $4
billion in cash, $12 billion
in stock and $3 hillion in
restricted stock that vests
over several years. The
WhatsApp deal is worth
more than Facebook raised
in its own IPO and under-
scores the social network’s
determination to win the
market for messaging.
Founded by a Ukraini-
an immigrant who dropped
out of college, Jan Koum,

and a Stanford alumnus,
Brian Acton, WhatsApp
is a Silicon Valley startup
fairy tale, rocketing to 450
million users in five years
and adding another million
daily. “No one in the his-
tory of the world has ever
done something like this,”
Facebook Chief Executive

Mark Zuckerberg said on a
conference call on Wednes-
day. Zuckerberg, who fa-
mously closed a $1 billion
deal to buy photo-sharing
service Instagram over a
weekend in mid-2012, re-
vealed on Wednesday that
he proposed the tie-up over
dinner with CEO Koum

o

A man is silhouetted against a video screen with an
Facebook logo as he poses with an Samsung smart-
phone in this photo illustration taken in the central
Bosnian town of Zenica in a file photo taken
on 14 Aug, 2013.—REUTERS

just 10 days earlier, on the
night of 9 February.

WhatsApp was the
leader among a wave of
smartphone-based ~ mes-
saging apps that are now
sweeping across  North
America, Asia and Eu-
rope. Although WhatsApp
has adhered strictly to its
core functionality of mim-
icking texting, other apps,
such as Line in Japan or
Tencent Holdings Ltd’s
WeChat, offer games or
even e-commerce on top
of their popular messaging
features. The deal provides
Facebook entree to new
users, including teens who
eschew the mainstream
social networks but pre-
fer WhatsApp and rivals,
which have exploded in
size as private messaging
takes off.—Reuters

New York, 20 Feb —
Regularly feeling tired and
worn out after a night’s
sleep was the strongest pre-
dictor of also developing
widespread pain in a new
study of UK adults over the
age of 50. “In older adults
widespread pain, that is
pain that affects multiple
sites in the body, is com-
mon and is associated with

morbidity and disability in-
cluding poor mental health
and reduced physical func-
tioning,” said Ross Wilkie,
the study’s senior author.
Wilkie is a researcher with
the Arthritis Research UK
Primary Care Centre of
Keele University in Staf-
fordshire. “In this study,
reporting musculoskeletal
pain was common with just

Poor sleep linked to widespread pain

under half of participants
reporting some pain and
one quarter reporting wide-
spread pain,” Wilkie told
Reuters Health in an email.

“Non-restorative sleep
was the strongest predictor
of new onset widespread
pain,” he said, and “sleep
is a modifiable target,” so
improving it might improve
the outcomes of these peo-
ple, he said. “In addition to
sleep, osteoarthritis, cog-
nitive impairment, anxiety
and physical health inde-
pendently predicted the
onset of widespread pain
and are important treatment
targets,” he added. Wide-
spread pain is the main fea-
ture of fibromyalgia, a con-
dition affecting 15 percent
of women and 10 percent

of men over the age of 50,
according to Wilkie and his
colleagues, who published
their report in the journal
Arthritis and Rheumatol-
ogy. But the factors that
influence who develops
widespread pain with age
are poorly understood, they
write. To investigate, the
researchers analyzed data
on 4,326 adults from North
Staffordshire, England.

All were over age 50
and free of widespread pain
at the start of the study, al-
though 2,764 had some lo-
calized pain. Participants
were surveyed about their
pain, their physical and
emotional health and life-
style factors at the begin-
ning of the study.

Reuters
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Patience, the only way to
conquer hindrances

Patience is the only way to overcome hin-
drances. We need patience to overcome hin-
drances and blocks to us.

Fire can be extinguished with water. Dark-
ness can be driven out when light comes. Loving
kindness is the only way to beat the hate. We can
overcome our feelings of greedy, angry, igno-
rance and unsatisfactory by practising patience.

However, most of the people are lack of pa-
tience. As we can’t control their anger when they
handle the troubles, we make mistakes. That’s
why, elder persons always advise us not to react
angrily because it is easy to make mistakes when
We are angry.

It is the best way to handle any problem and
issue with cool and calm, without anger.

It is clear that we cannot achieve success in
dealing with problems angrily.

Patience is the best way to conquer others
when we are criticized by others. If we get an-
gry whenever we see things that can make us
angry, we will not reach cessation of angry. Itis
the nature of ordinary people to criticize others.
Therefore, patience is the best way to conquer
others and the truth we should cultivate in our

hearts.

J

Nay Pyr Taw, 20
Feb—To mark the tak-
ing census process of the
Ministry of Immigration
and Population, Myanma
Posts and Telecommuni-
cations under the Ministry
of Communications and
Information Technology
will sell five new special
stamps worth K 200 each

MPT to sell five new stamps
on 24 Feb

at region, state, district
and township post offices
starting at 9:30 a.m. on 24
February.

As a special pro-
gramme, the stamps will
be sealed at Nay Pyi Taw
General Post Office, Yan-
gon Post Office and Man-
dalay Post Office on 24
February.—MNA
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Those ministries who
managed the land and im-
plement projects in 50
decades are Ministry of
Home Affairs, Ministry of
Agriculture and Irrigation,
Ministry of Environmental
Conservation and Forestry,
Ministry of Mines, Ministry
of Construction, Ministry of
Transport and Nay Pyi Taw,
Yangon and Mandalay De-
velopment Committee, the
deputy minister said.

While addressing the
land disputes in accord with
the types of lands, accurate
enactment is made from
Section 22 to Section 25
of the Farmland Law and
it is said at Section 25 (c¢)
that decision of region/state
farmland management com-
mittee is final.

While settling a land
dispute over the ownership,
a verdict shall be made by
the ward/village committee
within 15 days after open-
ing the case. A letter of
complaint can be submitted
to the township committee
within 30 days and a ver-
dict shall be made within
30 days after receiving the
complaint. The district com-
mittee has to give its verdict
within 30 days and com-
plaint can be made within 60
days. The region/state com-
mittee will decide the case
within 60 days after receiv-
ing it. So, the case will last
135 days before reaching a
final decision.

There have been delays
while seeking firm evidence
in accord with the law as
types of lands claimed by
some farmers are vacant,
fellow, pasture and forest
lands.

While applying for the
return of lands, applicants
are required to prove their
ownership with firm evi-
dence. As the chairman of
the township development
support committee is one of
the members of the town-
ship land management com-
mittee and a townselder is
included in the ward/village
land management commit-
tee, fair decision over land

Myeik BEMS Branch gets new school

MyEIK, 20 Feb—A cer-
emony to open two-storey
new school building took
place at Basic Education
Middle School (branch)
in Myoma Ward-1, Myeik
Township on 19 February.

The RC building is 120
feet long and 32 feet wide,
comprising 10 classrooms.

building
It was built at a cost of FEC
123,408 funded by Grant
Assistance for Grassroots
Projects-GGP of Japan.

At the ceremony, the
Myeik District Deputy
Commissioner spoke words
of thanks and Mr. Keima-
eda, Second Secretary of
the Japanese Embassy ex-

plained the purpose of con-
struction of building.
After that, Contractor
U Nyi Nyi Min handed
over documents related to
the school building to a
member of school board of
trustees.
Zaw Myo Naing
(Myeik District IPRD)

( | 745 land grabbing ...

disputes can be made.

The central committee
coordinated with region/
state/Nay Pyi Taw commit-
tees and the Union ministers
for the settlement of 745
land disputes up to 14 Feb-
ruary, 2014.

It is not possible to
give up a total area of
332,894.723 acres in 358
cases as the handover of
these lands carried out in ac-
cord with the law. Compen-
sations have been awarded
for a total area of 1,698.98
acres in five cases.

Regarding the partial
return of lands, a total area of
38,956.06 acres of 79,026.69
acres will be given up and
5,872.65 acres have been
returned to those concerned
so far.

Regarding the full re-
turn of lands, a total area of

The Republic of the Union of Myanmar
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
Nay Pyi Taw
Date: 19 February, 2014
Message sent to 66" Anniversary Chin
National Day
Esteemed Chin brethren,

1. We would like to extend warm greetings to you at
the time when 66" Anniversary Chin National Day
which falls on 20" February, 2014.

2. The Chin National Day is auspicious not only for all
living in Chin State but also for all national people
of the country.

3. Pyidaungsu Hluttaw is making efforts for national
unity, national reconciliation and peace desired by
all national people.

4. We are sending this message to you, expressing our
hope that while working together with national peo-
ple living in Chin State which has a distinctive char-
acteristic and all national people of the country with
Union Spirit and with unity, we would achieve our
aim of building a peaceful, modern and developed
democratic nation.

Thura Shwe Mann
Speaker

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw

Pyidaungsu ...

(from page 16)
Next, Member of
Union Civil Services

N

.ll.'.'

Speaker of Pyidaungsu and Pyithu Hluttaw Thura U Shwe Mann,
Speaker of Amyotha Hluttaw U Khin Aung Myint and Pyithu Hluttaw
Committee Chairperson Daw Aung San Suu Kyi attend reception to

mark Chin National Day.—mn~a

Board U Ngun Maung
spoke words of thanks.
Those present were
served with Chin tradi-
tional food and enter-

tained with Chin tradi-
tional dance and song by
Chin traditional cultural
troupe.

MNA

19,778.250 acres which is
more than that of 25,336.441
acres will be given up. So
far 5,655.13 acres have been
returned to those concerned
and the process of returning
the remaining lands is under-
way.

Thirty-eight of 745
cases related to the part (1),
(2) and (3) of the Report are
the same and a total area of
the lands complained by the
farmers is 36,161.60 acres.

Regarding the lands dis-
puted with private entrepre-
neurs, those concerned have
been informed to seek legal
advice.

So far 688 of 745 cases
have been settled up to 14
February. Compensation for
the seized lands will be in-
cluded in the Union Budget

for 2014-2015 FY. A total
of 3387 letters of complaints
and two related to the party
(4) of the Report sent by the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw to the
Union government are under
scrutiny.

As Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw sent complaint letters
to the Ministry of Defence
and region/state government
directly without the Union
government’s  knowledge,
it cannot be settled as soon
as possible. Systematic im-
plementation could be seen
through a step by step pro-
cedure. It will be clear if the
complaint letters are num-
bered and sent.

Information about the
land that will be returned to
those concerned are availa-
ble at the offices of respec-

tive land management com-
mittees.

Applications with firm
evidence can be submitted
to the ward/village commit-
tees and farmlands will be
returned to those concerned
in accord with the law, rules
and regulations.

In conclusion, respec-
tive Union ministries and
committees are taking care
of the complaint letters un-
der the supervision of the
central committee led by the
Vice-President.

Next, Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw approved the motion.
Then, Pyithu Hluttaw com-
mittees held discussions on
projects to be implemented
in accord with appendix-2
(a) of National Planning Bill
for 2014-2015 FY. —MNA
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LOCAL NEWS

Mandalay News

ManbpDAaLAY, 20
Feb—Chief Minister
of Mandalay Region
U Ye Myint received a
delegatin led by Mr Low
Kian Min, Senior Vice
President of Sembcorp
Industries Ltd of Singapore
at his office, here, on 18
February.

At the call they
cordially discussed
cooperation in economic
development of the region.

The call was attended

MYITNGE, 20
Feb—A triangle road is
under construction at the
top of Myitnge Bridge
in Amarapura Township,
Mandalay City municipal
area.

Duetogrowing number
of motorcyclesand vehicles,
traffic accidents occur
one after another daily.
Therefore, the 12t-mile
junction of Myitnge Bridge
can be cleared with traffic

Cooperation in economic
development discussed

Triangle road repaired at
Myitnge Bridge

by Mandalay Mayor
Region Minister for
Development Affairs U
Aung Moung, Region
Minister for Transport U
Kyaw Hsan and Region
Minister for Electric
and Industry U Kyaw
Myint, Secretary of the
region government U Ohn
Lwin and Mandalay City
Development Committee

member U Tun Kyi.
Kyemon-Tin Maung
(Mandalay)

congestions soon.

“Thanks to the traffic
safety, not only the people
but also the students will be
free from traffic accidents,”
saidaparentof studentsfrom
Myitnge Myoma Ward.

The triangle road
is being constructed by
AmarapuraTownshipPublic
Works under the Ministry of
Construction.

Kyemon-Maung
Maung Soe (Myitnge)

Agriculture

Shwemyinzu Pagoda Buddha Pujaniya
at Indawgyi Lake

MonnyiN,20Feb—The
147th Buddha Pujaniya
of ancient Shwemyinzu
Pagoda will take place
from 8 to 15 March 2014
at Indawgyi Lake in
Mohnyin Township of
Kachin State.

The Buddha Pujaniya
is packed with not only
local pilgrims but also
globetrotters annually.

During the period,
sports festivities such as

New wheat strains introduced in ChaungU

CuHaunGgU, 20 Feb—
Peope of ChaungU
Township are engaged in
cultivation of wheat and
gramascoldseasoncropsin
Monywa District of Sagaing
Region.

There are 20234 acres
of farmlands were placed
under wheat plantations
and 23566 acres under gram
plantations.

A ceremony to

Township

introduce new wheat strains
such as Yezin-8, 9 and 10
strainsto be able to compete
with Yezin-3washeld at the
paddy field of U Pauk Sa on
18 February.

It was attended
by Deputy Township
Administrator U Soe
Myint Hlaing, Head of
Township Settlement and
Land Records Department
U Tun Tun Win and officials

of Township Agricultural
Coordination Committee.

Staff Officer Daw
Than Hla of Agriculture
Department explained the
purpose of introduction and
agricultural techniques.

Officials replied to
queries raised by local
farmers.

The farmers then chose
wheat strains.—Kyemon-
Township (IPRD)

rowing, volleyball and
Sepak Takraw events will
be held at the grounds.
In addition, departments
concerned showcase their
booths.

the Forest Department
under the Ministry
of Environmental
Conservationand Forestry
plansto openits educative
booth on environmental

cooperation with
Friends of Wildlife
to give knowledge
about environmental
conservation to the
visitors and local people.

Traditional utensils
of nationals, textile and

conservation in

NLM-001

costumes shops are to be
opened at the festival.
Local people of
villages near Indawgyi
region enjoy the festival
at the Pujaniya.
Environment and Wildlife
Conservation Branch of

“Environment and Wildlife
Conservation Branch of the Forest
Department plans to open its
educative booth on environmental
conservation.”

News In Brief

Y ANGON, 20 Feb—An educative talk
on Slimming Guide will be held at the hall
of University of Nursning on Bogyoke
Aung San Street in Lanmadaw Township
on 23 February.

Itwill be organized by Your Slimming
Guide with the assistance of the Natural

at Pyinmana BEMS 2

Nay Pyr Taw, 20 Feb—Dekkhina
District Information and Public Relations
Department organized the wall magazine,
photo and book show at Basic Education
Middle School No 2 in Pyinmana on 19
February.

The district library arranges issuance
of membership cards to the bookworms

THazi, 20 Feb—A vehicle with load
of maize seeds driven by Myo Hlaing
Win, 29 of Ywagyi Village in Thazi
Township caused engine error and it
stopped near mile post 35/7 on Meiktila-
Taunggyi Road near Yinmabin Village
of Thazi Township on 18 February.

Meanwhile, a Canter driven by
Kyaw Min, 40, heading for Pyawbwe

Slimming Guide talks on 23 Feb

Wall magazine, photo and book shows organized

Car accident Kills driver from stationary car

Fat Burner.

Nutrtiousexpert DrU HlaKyi, Deputy
Director (Rtd) of Health Department will
givetalks onreduction of body weight and
calories for daily diet.

Any interested person may attend the
talk.—Aung Thura

and gives service to the readers to have
free reading opportunities.

The showwasattended by enthusiasts,
teachers and students.

Over 200 photos, over 500 copies of
books and publications were distributed
to the attendees.

Dekkhina District IPRD

from Taunggyi hit the stationary car.

Driver Kyaw Min of the stationary
car sustained the injuries at head, hands
and legs. At Yinmabin Station Hospital,
the driver died of injuries.

Yinmabin Police Station opened a
file of lawsuit against Kyaw Min under
the law.

NLM-018
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WasHINGTON, 20 Feb
— The USgovernment is
considering enlarging its
National Security Agen-
cy’s (NSA) controversial
collection of Americans’
phone records — an un-
intended consequence of
lawsuits seeking to stop the
surveillance  programme,
the Wall Street Journal re-
ported Wednesday.

A number of govern-
ment lawyers involved
in lawsuits over the NSA
phone-records programme
believe federal-court rules
on preserving evidence re-
lated to lawsuits require the
agency to stop routinely
destroying older phone re-
cords, the newspaper said,

quoting officials familiar
with the discussions.

As a result, the gov-
ernment would expand the
database beyond its origi-
nal intent, at least while the
lawsuits are active.

According to the news-
paper, no final decision has
been made to preserve the
data and that even if a de-
cision is made to retain the
information, it would be
held only for the purpose of
litigation and not be subject
to searches.

The government cur-
rently collects phone re-
cords on millions of Amer-
icans in a vast database that
it can mine for links to ter-
ror suspects. The database

“New Light of Myanmar

NSA weighs enlarging collection of Americans’ phone records

includes records of who
called whom, when they
called and for how long.

US President Barack
Obama has ordered senior
officials to end the govern-
ment storage of such data
and find another place to
store the records-possibly
with the phone companies
who log the calls. Under
the goals outlined by Oba-
ma last month, the govern-
ment would still be able to
search the call logs with a
court order, but would no
longer possess and control
them.

NSA Director Keith
Alexander said the pro-
gram, if it had exist-
ed in 2001, would have

uncovered the 11 Sept plot.

Critics of the pro-
gramme, including the
American  Civil  Liber-
ties Union (ACLU) and
the Electronic  Frontier
Foundation, have sued the
government, saying it vi-
olates the Constitution’s
Fourth Amendment protec-
tion against unreasonable
searches.

Patrick Toomey, an
ACLU lawyer, was quoted
by the newspaper as saying
that no one in the govern-
ment has raised with his
group the possibility the
lawsuits may actually ex-
pand the database they call
unconstitutional.

“It’s difficult to under-

stand why the government
would consider taking this
position, when the relief
we’ve requested in the law-
suit is a purge of our data,”
he said.

The phone records
programme is overseen by
the Foreign Intelligence
Surveillance Court, and
any move to keep data past
the five-year period may
require the blessing of that
court.

A federal judge in New
York ruled the program is
legal, while a Washington
DC judge ruled it almost
certainly illegal. There are
several other pending cas-
es, and other lawsuits could
yet be filed.—Xinhua

Austrian
population

over 8.5 min

VIENNA, 20 Feb — The
Awustrian population was
over 8.5 million at the
beginning of 2014, marking
consistent steady growth.
The Statistik Austria fig-
ures released on Wednes-
day show an increase of
52,990 people over January
2013, almost 10,000 people
higher than the year before.
The capital Vienna saw 1.4
percent population growth
which made up for almost
half of all growth across the
country, where the increase
averaged out at 0.6 percent.
The city now has almost
1.8 million residents.

Just over a million people
in the country are foreign-
ers, according to Statistik
Awustria, which makes up
12.5 percent of the overall
population. Of these,
almost half (48.6 percent)
are from European Union
member states.—Xinhua

United Nations Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-
moon (R) shakes hands
with his outgoing spokes-
person Martin Nesirky (L)
during a Press briefing
at the UN headquarters
in New York, on 19 Feb,
2014. Ban Ki- moon
on Wednesday named
Stephane Duijarric as his
new spokesman to replace
Martin Nesirky, and also
tagged Farhan Hagq, cur-
rently acting UN deputy
spokesman, as Dujarric’s
deputy.—XINHUA

China-NZ-Cook Islands water project boost for development

WELLINGTON, 20 Feb
— New Zealand Foreign
Minister Murray McCul-
ly left for the Cook Islands
on Thursday to attend a
ground-breaking ceremony
on a major water-project
partnership with China and
the Pacific island nation.

The Te Mato Vai
project on Rarotonga is a
partnership between New

Zealand, China and the
Cook Islands to replace the
island’s aging water network
with an investment of 65
million NZ dollars ( 53.64
million US dollars).

“Our commitment to
the innovative Te Mato Vai
project will promote further
development in the Cook
Islands while safe- guard-
ing tourism gains,” McCully

New vote for Western Australia as court
voids razor-sharp contest

SYpNEY, 20 Feb —
Voters in Western Austral-
ia are headed for a rerun of
last year’s federal Senate
race, after the High Court
on Thursday voided the
election over 1,370 ballots
that disappeared during a
recount of the tight con-
test.

The ruling could have
an impact on conservative
Prime Minister Tony Ab-
bott’s agenda. His Liber-
al-National coalition won
a strong majority in the
lower house of parliament
in last year’s poll, but
lacks a majority in the up-
per house, or Senate.

Justice Kenneth
Hayne invalidated the race

because the lost ballots far
exceeded the margins of
error in two of the senate
races, one of which came
down to as few as 12 votes.

Senator Michael Ron-
aldson, the Liberal Party
minister responsible for
the Australian Electoral
Commission, warned the
agency over a replay of the
debacle in the new vote,
which could take place
within weeks.

“It is incumbent upon
the Australian Electoral
Commission to ensure that
never again will such a
failure of process occur,”
he said in a statement.

Abbott  campaigned
on a promise to repeal an

unpopular carbon trading
scheme initiated by former
Prime Minister Julia Gil-
lard’s Labour government.
He lacks, however,
the votes to push its repeal
through in the new Sen-
ate, in which the balance
of power will be held by
a handful of independent
and single-issue senators.
Although his Liber-
al Party won three of the
state’s six Senate seats
in the September vote, at
least one of those seats is
vulnerable in a fresh con-
test, says Antony Green,
an election analyst for the
Australian  Broadcasting
Corporation.
Reuters

said in a statement. The part-
nership is the first develop-
ment project of its type in the
Pacific and was announced
at the Pacific Islands Forum
annual leaders meeting in
the Cook Islands in 2012.
McCully would also
attend the third New Zea-
land-Cook Islands Joint Min-
isterial Forum. “Theseannual
ministerial talks reflect the

value we place on our unique
constitutional relationship of
shared citizenry and curren-
cy,” McCully said.

“The discussions will
cover a range of topics in-
cluding economic reform,
regional and international
issues and New Zealand
‘s substantial development
programme.”

Xinhua

Fog, smog to
blanket north,

central China

Beuing, 20 Feb —
Fog and smog will blanket
China’s north and central
regions on Thursday, the
National ~ Meteorological
Center (NMC) said.

It will affect regions
including those along the
Yellow, Huaihe and Yang-
tze rivers, as well as south
of the Yangtze, according
to the NMC.

The national weather
observatory forecast that
visibility will be reduced
to less than 1 km in parts
of Shanxi, Shaanxi, Hebei,
Henan, Shandong, Anhui,
Jiangsu, Hunan, Jiangxi
and Guizhou provinces
on Thursday morning. In
some areas, visibility will
be less than 500 metres.

Xinhua

Mafia
prosecuted in
central China

WuHaN, 20 Feb —
Thirty-six members of an
alleged mafia-style gang
were prosecuted on Thurs-
day over nine murders and
other charges, according to
a court in central China.

The Xianning Peo-
ple’s Procuratorate in Hu-
bei Province filed the law-
suit against the group to
the Xianning Intermediate
People’s Court.

The gang, allegedly
led by Liu Han and Liu
Wei, is the largest ma-
fia-style criminal group
to be prosecuted in recent
years in China.

Both Lius  were
charged with 15 crimes,
including intentional hom-
icide, injury and illegal de-
tention.—Xinhua

Venezuelan Minister of Foreign Affairs Elias Jaua (C) participates in a meeting
with ambassadors of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States
(CELAQ), in Caracas, capital of Venezuela, on 19 Feb, 2014.—XiNaua
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Launch of
Xinhuanet's
Malaysia
channel earns
widespread acclaim

BEemNg, 20 Feb — Per-
sonages of various circles
from China and Malaysia
have sent congratulations
upon the opening of the
Malaysia channel of Xin-
huanet, giving credit to its
role in promoting bilateral
exchanges and friendships.

“The Malaysian chan-
nel on Xinhuanet will serve
as a new window and a
fresh bridge for govern-
mental and non-govern-
mental communication and
cooperation between the
two countries,” said Chi-
nese Ambassador to Ma-
laysia Huang Huikang in
his congratulatory letter.

Huang said commu-
nication and good feeling
between the two peoples
have carried on and ex-
panded their friendship
generation after genera-
tion, and the development
of China-Malaysia relation
will surely benefit the two
peoples. Malaysia-China
Friendship Association ex-
pressed warm congratula-
tions on the official launch
of the channel, saying that
the channel will help the
two peoples promote de-
velopment and cooperation
and create the brilliancy
together.

Officials form the
Federation of Chinese As-
sociations Malaysia, Ma-
laysia-China Chamber of
Commerce, Media Chi-
nese International Group,
Chinese channel in Media
Prima Group, Malaysian
Chinese Cultural Society
and Han Culture Centre
Malaysia have also sent
their congratulatory letters
on the launching of Xin-
huanet’s Malaysia channel.

Xinhua

An elderly South Korean is carried into an ambullance heading for the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(DPRK) to meet his long-lost relatives in the DPRK’s scenic resort of Mount Kumgang, at Sokcho, South Korea,
on 20, Feb. 2014. Accompanied by 58 family members, 82 elderly South Koreans, four fifth of them older than
80, departed as of 8 am local time from a resort hotel in the South Korean east coastal city of Sokcho to reunite
with their long-lost families, or 178 people from the DPRK, for the first time in six decades.—XINHUA

Postguake illnesses kill more people than disaster
itself in Fukushima

FukusHiMa,  (Japan),
20 Feb — Stress and oth-
er illnesses related to the
2011 quake and tsunami
killed 1,656 people as of
Wednesday in Fukushima
Prefecture, outnumbering
the 1,607 whose deaths
are directly tied to disas-
ter-caused injuries as of 10
February, according to data
compiled by the prefecture
and police.

A prefectural offi-
cial said that many people
“have undergone drastic
changes in their lives and
are still unable to map out
their future plans such as
homecoming, causing in-
creased stressed on them.”

Around 136,000 peo-
ple are still displaced in
the prefecture that suffered
both the natural calamity
and the subsequent nuclear
meltdown at a major power

station. Fukushima, Miya-
gi and lwate are the three
eastern Japan prefectures
on the Pacific that sustained
the most severe damage in
the 11 March, 2011 earth-
quake and tsunami.

But Fukushima’s death
toll of more than 1,600 by
indirect causes stands out
compared with lwate’s 434
and Miyagi’s 879.

Around 90 percent of
those who died because
of indirect causes were
aged 66 or older, the Re-
construction Agency said,
citing statistics as of Sep-
tember. The prefectural
government is planning to
step up a watch on evacu-
ated residents at temporary
housing and private apart-
ments, working together
with  municipal govern-
ments, to curb such deaths.

Minamisoma city had

A boy looks for reusable materials from his burnt home after a fire at a residential
area in Taguig City, the Philippines, on 19 Feb, 2014. Two people died from the
incident while more than 100 families were left homeless. —XINHUA

the largest toll with 447
deaths indirectly blamed
on the disaster, followed by
317 in Namie town and 225
in Tomioka town.

Part of Minamisoma
and the entire Namie and
Tomioka are designated
evacuation zones after the
nuclear meltdowns that
spewed radioactive materi-
als into the air.

Unlike those deaths
caused by collapsed build-
ings or tidal waves, indirect
deaths are determined by
municipal panels after ex-
amining links between the
disaster and the cause of
death when the bereaved
kin filed a request.

These deaths include
those caused by physical
and mental stress stem-
ming from stays at shelters,
a lack of initial care as a
result of nearby hospitals

disabled by the disaster and
suicides.

Following the Great
East Japan Earthquake, as
the 2011 disaster is known
in Japan, the health minis-
try has provided as a yard-
stick for recognizing disas-
ter-linked deaths based on
criteria worked by Naga-
oka city in Niigata Prefec-
ture after the magnitude 6.8
earthquake in 2004. Em-
ploying this yardstick, the
ministry said the possibility
of indirectly caused deaths
diminishes one month af-
ter the disaster. But given
such deaths are increasing
nearly three years after the
Fukushima disaster cou-
pled with the nuclear crisis,
experts say a new set of
criteria may be necessary
that also takes into account
a nuclear power plant acci-
dent.—Kyodo News

Cambodia discusses garment issues
with buyers from global brands

Phnom Penh, 20 Feb — Cambodian Permanent Dep-
uty Prime Minister Keat Chhon on Wednesday met
with a delegation representing 30 global brands and
global trade unions to discuss the current situation

of garment sector.

The delegation comprised 27 global brands including
H&M Hennes & Mauritz AB, Gap Inc, Adidas, Puma,
Levi Strauss and Co, American Eagle Outfitters, Indi-
tex and three global trade unions, said a Press state-
ment from the Cambodian side.

The meeting was called by the Cambodian govern-
ment in response to a request by the group last month,
the statement said, adding that representatives of the
brands and trade unions wanted to understand about
the current situation of the garment sector following
violent clashes between protesting workers demanding
higher wages and security forces earlier last month.
“Permanent Deputy Prime Minister Keat Chhon told
the buyers that the government has always paid high
attention to improving living conditions and well-being
for the workers,”the statement said.”

Xinhua

Hydropower
Developers’
Working Group
convenes in Laos

VienTiaNg, 20 Feb
— Representatives from
hydropower companies
gathered in Lao capital
Vientiane for the first Hy-
dropower Developers’
Working Group meeting,
according to a Press release
obtained by Xinhua on
Wednesday.

The International Fi-
nance Corporation (IFC) and
the Lao National Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(LNCCI) hosted the work-
ing group, which consisted
of more than 60 individuals
from the hydropower and
construction sectors. The
working group aims to de-
velop hydropower for Laos
in a commercially viable and
environmentally sustainable
manner.—Xinhua

Sri Lanka’s tea
industry was
greatly
affected by
drought

CoLomBo, 20 Feb —
Drought has cut Sri Lanka’s
tea production by 50 percent
causing havoc to the live-
lihoods of about 400,000
small holders largely in the
south and prompting possi-
ble relief from the Govern-
ment, which has described
the situation as “disturb-
ing”, officials said here on
Wednesday.

Tea smallholders num-
bering close to 400,000
have been affected by this
condition, which has re-
sulted in low income for
factories that have begun
processing every other day
due to leaf shortage and
daily intake becoming une-
conomical.—Xinhua

Woman found
dead, shot in the
head, in car in
Gunma

Prefecture

MaesasHi, (Japan), 20
Feb — A woman with an
apparent gunshot wound in
the head was found dead in a
car parked outside a discount
shop in Tatebayashi, Gunma
Prefecture on Wednesday,
police said. A shop clerk
discovered the woman in
the driver’s seat bleeding
from the head and nose and
reported to the police, the
prefectural police said, add-
ing that they have opened an
investigation as a homicide
case.—Kyodo News
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR
MINISTRY OF ENERGY
MYANMA OIL AND GAS ENTERPRISE
(INVITATION FOR OPEN TENDER)
(4/2014)

Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in United States Dollars and Myanmar Kyats.

([ COMPLETION OF ENGAGEMENT )
The engagement of

MIN MIN LWIN (USA)

son of U Kyin Than + Chin Lan Fong,
residing in Kyauktada Township, Yangon Region

and

HTAY OO WAI

only daughter of U Aung Moe Myint + Daw Amy
Seing,
residing in Lanmadaw Township, Yangon Region,
has been legally accomplished
in the presence of honourable witnesses and parents
of both sides.

Together with parents of both sides,
MIN MIN LWIN (USA) + HTAY 00 WAI

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV KOTA RAKAN VOY NO (357)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA RA-
KAN VOY NO (357) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 21.2.2014 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Sr.No Tender No Description Oty Remark
(D) IFB-185(2013-2014) Fire Fighting Truck (1) Unit Us$
2) IFB-186(2013-2014) CAT D 3508 Marine Engine Assy (2) Sets Us$

With Gear Box
?3) IFB-187(2013-2014) Spares for CAT D 399 Engine & CAT (7) Items Uss$
D 379 Engine
4) IFB-188(2013-2014) 30" LSAW API 5L, Grade X65, 3LPE (1) Lot uss$
Coated Steel Line Pipe (35 Miles) & Accessories
(5) IFB-189(2013-2014) 2" & 3" Pipe Fittings (8) Items uss$
(6) IFB-190(2013-2014) 6" x 8" R Mixing Pump (3) Sets uss$
@) IFB-191(2013-2014) 20" LSAW API 5L, Grade X 46, (1) Lot Us$
3LPE Coated Steel Line Pipe
(5 Miles) & Accessories
(8) IFB-192(2013-2014) Surveying, Transferring, Laying, (1) Lot us$
Welding, Construction, NDT, Land
and Crop Compensation of 20" Gas Pipe Line
9) DMP/L-062(2013-2014) Spares for CAT-D399 Engine (4) Items Ks
Ex USS Oil Well Rig
(10) DMP/L-063(2013-2014) Spares for CAT-D3512 Engine (5) Items Ks
Ex ZJ50 D SR I&Il Rig
(11) DMP/L-064(2013-2014) Roller Bearing (3) Items for K-700 (1) Lot Ks

Rig Pump’s Jack Shaft and 100 Tons
Jack Hydraulic Hand Pump

- Tender Closing Date & Time -

17-3-2014,16:30 Hr

Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 17" February, 2014 at the Finance
Department, Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No(44) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph . +95 67 - 411097 / 411206

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MVPACIFICTRADERVOY NO (021)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV PACIFIC
TRADER VOY NO (021) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 21.2.2014 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of M.1.P where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.
Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day
now declared as the third day after final discharge of
cargo from the Vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.
SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ORINET OVERSEAS
CONTAINER LINES

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

MV KOTA RESTU VOY NO (369)

ConsigneesofcargocarriedonMV KOTARESTU
VOY NO (369) are hereby notified that the vessel will
bearriving on 21.2.2014 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of H.P.T where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day
now declared as the third day after final discharge of
cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted
after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER
LINES

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8
am to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day
now declared as the third day after final discharge of

cargo from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted

after the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER

LINES

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Former tourist site Old Sydney
Town severely damaged by fire

SYDNEY, 20 Feb — Old
Sydney Town, the former
tourist site near Gosford
in Australia’s New South
Wales, has been severely
damaged by a fire over-
night, local media reported
on Thursday.

The fire destroyed the
antiques and heritage horse
carts at the site.

When firefighters ar-
rived about 3:30 am (local

found the front administra-
tion and storage building
well alight, the Australian
Associated Press reported.

About 40 firefighters
were battling the blaze for
three hours to bring it un-
der control. No one was
injured.

Old Sydney Town was
a small open air museum
and theme park in the town
of Somersby, near Gosford.

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

UN rights chief urges accountability amid ongoing
violence in CAR

Unitep  Nations, 20
Feb — UN human rights
chief Navi Pillay has
warned that authorities in
the Central African Re-
public (CAR) will be held
personally accountable for
the serious human rights
violations in the country,
a UN spokesperson said
Wednesday.

Pillay reminded “all
leaders in key positions,
whether they belong to an-
ti-Balaka, ex-Seleka or the
former army, FACA, that
they have clear obligations
under international law,”
Martin Nesirky said at a
daily news briefing here.

They have a responsi-
bility to refrain from com-
mitting, ordering, inciting
or instigating violations
of international law and
to prevent subordinates
from committing such
violations, the UN High
Commissioner for Human
Rights said.

“Most of the ongoing
human rights violations
are being committed by an-
ti-Balaka elements who are
deliberately targeting the
Muslim population of the
capital,” she noted.

According to the UN,
thousands of people are es-
timated to have been killed

in CAR, and 2.2 million,
about half the population,
need humanitarian aid in
a conflict which erupted
when mainly Muslim Sel-
eka rebels launched attacks
in December 2012. The
violence has since taken
on increasingly sectarian
overtones.

The overall situation
in the capital Bangui seems
“slightly calmer,” said Pil-
lay. However, the situation
outside Bangui is “ evolv-
ing dangerously.” After
their retreat from the south-
ern and western parts of the
country, ex-Seleka forces
are now regrouping in their

traditional stronghold in
the north, she noted, add-
ing that given the strong
feeling of  resentment
among ex-Seleka forces
and the displaced Mus-
lim population, the large
non-Muslim community is
clearly exposed to possible

retaliatory violence.
Valerie Amos, UN
Under-Secretary-General
for Humanitarian Affairs
and emergency relief co-
ordinator, is in Bangui on
Wednesday but fighting
in the north has reportedly
limited her ability to travel

around the country.
Xinhua

time) on Thursday they Xinhua

-

A visitor views a
piece of cosmetic
product of Tang
Dynasty (618-
907) during a
toiletry show in
Taipei, southeast
China’s Taiwan,
on 19 Feb, 2014.
The toiletry
show, displaying
a total of
95 groups
of cosmetic
products from
Han Dynasty
" (206 BC - 220
AD) to Qing
Dynasty (1644-
1912), opened
in Taipei on
Wednesday.
XINHUA
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Designer to the stars Fausto Puglisi aims out of this world

R&B singer
Cee Lo Green
will not return
to NBC’s ‘The

Voice’

NEw York, 20 Feb —
Grammy-winning  R&B
singer Cee Lo Green, a
judge on NBC’s “The
Voice” singing competi-
tion, said he has decided
to leave the popular show
after four seasons but will
continue to work with the
television network. Green
made the surprise an-
nouncement on “The Ellen
DeGeneres Show” daytime
TV talk show on Wednes-
day. “I’m not coming back
at all,” Green told a sur-
prised DeGeneres while
singer Lionel Richie sat
beside her.

“l just don’t want to
wear out my welcome
there. You know what I’m
saying? | have so many
other things that I want to
do,” he added. Green, 39,
said he has a television
show in development with
NBC and hinted there may
be some other talk show
opportunities.

He also plans to tour
with Richie later this year
and will be working on an
album.”l haven’t released
an album in four years. I’m
almost done with my al-
bum,” said Green. “I didn’t
mean to drop the bomb
today.” Comcast Corp-
owned NBC confirmed that
Green was leaving the sing-
ing contest, and he and the
network were working on
upcoming programming.

Reuters

Indiana, on 5 Feb, 2012.
REUTERS

Bowl XLVI football
game between the New York Giants and the New England Patriots in Indianapolis,

MiLan, 20 Feb — Fausto Puglisi’s
elaborately embroidered dresses have been
worn by Madonna and will be featured
alongside titans of Italian fashion at Lon-
don’s Victoria & Albert museum this year,
but his ambitions for his young brand are
as grand as his designs. Puglisi got his big
break in 2010 when Dolce & Gabbana in-
vited him to sell his clothes in their shop in
Milan, and he opened his first monobrand
store in Rome last year. Now he wants to
distribute his bejewelled bodices, printed
blouses and flared skirts all over the world.

“l want to be huge. | want to be on
Mars,” the tattooed 37 year-old told Reu-
ters as he waited for delivery of his au-
tumn-winter collection ahead of his sec-
ond catwalk show in Milan after a 2013
debut at the city’s biannual women’s fash-
ion week. Born in Sicily, Puglisi went to
New York aged 18 and worked as a waiter
before he met stylists Patti Wilson and Ar-
ianne Phillips, who introduced their clients
Whitney Houston and Madonna to a cap-
sule collection he had made in Italy.When
Madonna chose to wear Puglisi, fellow
Sicilian designer Domenico Dolce and his

partner Stefano Gabbana took notice.

“Puglisi is a typical Sicilian name...
it’s like Smith in London,” Puglisi chuck-
led. “Domenico Dolce kept asking: who
is this Puglisi?” Being chosen by the Mi-
lan-based duo to appear at a star-studded
showcase for new designers eventually
provided Puglisi with the two essentials
for any fledgling fashion business: public-
ity and investment. “The great thing about
this project is that they really supported all
the designers by buying the collection,”
Puglisi said. “It’s not just visibility, it’s
money as well...to make beauty you need
money.”

Proud of his Italian roots, Puglisi says
Italian fashion buyers supported him from
the beginning. But he bemoans the lack of
organized promotion for an industry which
Italy’s national chamber of fashion esti-
mates will earn 65 billion euros ($89.07
billion)in 2014. “It’s insane that in Italy
we still don’t have a museum of fashion.
We had to wait for the V&A (London’s
Victoria & Albert Museum) to do the
glamour of Italian fashion and here what
we do? Nothing.”—Reuters

Arctic Monkeys win coveted album gong at top UK music awards

Alex Turner (C) of the Arctic Monkeys talks after being presented with the British
Album award at the BRIT Awards, celebrating British pop music, at the O2 Arena in
London on 19 Feb, 2014. Seen are Nick O’Malley (L) and Matt Helders (R).

REUTERS

Robert Pattinson wants to
direct?

Los AnGeLes, 20 Feb — Twilight star
Robert Pattinson is reportedly consulting
some filmmakers for his directorial venture
as he is keen to go behind the camera.

The 27-year-old actor, who was pre-
viously dating Kristen Stewart, wants to
try something new as he has reportedly
grown tired of being famous, reported Ra-
dar Online. “The cost of fame is the thing he
and Kristen used to complain about all day
and that hasn’t changed at all for him,” the Rob- ert
source said. wants to try something

“He is looking at a whole new approach new as he has reported-
to his future and is even considering going to 1y grown tired of being
theatre school to focus more on getting behind the camera,” the source
added. The British actor, who rose to fame by portraying the role of a
vampire in the big screen adaptation of Stephenie Meyer’s Twilight, has
reportedly held talks with many independent filmmakers.

“Rob’s been talking to a lot of independent filmmakers and the last
thing he wants to do is act in another blockbuster. He would like to direct
a movie one day,” the source said. Pattinson is currently filming Queen of
the Desert and Life. His films The Rover and Maps to the Stars which are
in post-production stage are slated to release this year.—PTI

Lonpon, 20 Feb — In-
die quartet Arctic Monkeys
won the coveted best album
honour at Britain’s top mu-
sic awards on Wednesday
for “AM”, their seventh
BRIT Awards gong in total
and second of the night at a
star-studded show in Lon-
don. The band, who in the
past have responded frosti-
ly to their BRIT successes,
earlier performed at the cer-
emony for the first time de-
spite multiple nominations
since 2006.

“That rock ‘nroll, it just
won’t go away,” frontman
Alex Turner said as he ac-
cepted the award. The Arctic
Monkeys were the bookies
favorites to walk away with
the Mastercard British Al-
bum of the Year award this
year, the third time they have
won it—Reuters

Rihanna
says she’s
not entire-
ly comfort-

able with
her fame.

PTI

Rihanna: Never
wanted to be famous

Los AnceLes, 20 Feb — Singer Ri-
hanna says she still finds it difficult to
tackle fame. The 25-year-old Umbrella
hitmaker, who is on the cover of Vogue
magazine for the third time, looks relaxed
and happy in the photograph.

The Grammy-winning singer said
she’s not entirely comfortable with her
fame. “I never wanted to be famous. |
just wanted my music to be heard all over
the world. Then it happened and the fame
came with it. I can’t ever imagine feeling
used to it,” she said.—PTI

Hrithik suffered an injury
and had to undergo a
brain surgery last year.
PTI

Hrithik Roshan

will do his own

stunts in Bang
Bang

Muwmsar, 20 Feb —
Actor Hrithik Roshan will
do the action sequences for
his upcoming film Bang
Bang on his own. There
were reports that a body
double was arranged for
Hrithik, 40, for his stunts in
Bang Bang in view of his
brain surgery.

However, an insid-
er said that when Hrithik
reached Shimla, he was not
happy with the scenes so
he wanted to shoot it him-
self. But the body doubles
will be available on sets
all the time.” Hrithik will
do the action sequences on
his own. The stunts are de-
signed by Andy Armstrong
who was working on Spi-
der Man 2,” a source close
to the development said.

“Hrithik has always
done his own stunts and he
does not like body doubles.
All the stunts are designed
in a unique way making it
interesting for Hrithik to do
it on his own,” the source
said.It was during the
making of Bang Bang that
Hrithik suffered an injury
and had to undergo a brain
surgery last year.—PTI
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Oracle Team USA sails toward the finish line ahead of Emirates Team New Zealand to win Race 17 of the 34th
America’s Cup yacht sailing race in San Francisco, California on 24 Sept, 2013.—REUTERS

MEeLBourNE, 20 Feb
— Oracle Team USA will
have their first proper look
at America’s Cup challeng-
er Team Australia when
training starts in Sydney
Harbour next month.

The America’s Cup
champions have shipped
one of their AC45 catama-
rans to Australia and will
have a series of trials and
training sessions with the
local Challenger of Record.

“This training session

on Sydney Harbour is the
first of a series of trials
and training sessions for
our sailing team and will
be the first time our sailors
have been together since
the America’s Cup,” team
manager Tom Slingshy
said on Team USA’s web-
site (oracle-team-usa.amer-
icascup.com/). “We’ll wel-
come back some old faces
and introduce some new
blood as we look for the
right crew combination for

Barcelona president Sandro Rosell (L) attends a news

conference where he announced his resignation, next

to vice-president Josep Maria Bartomeu, at Camp Nou
stadium in Barcelona on 23 Jan, 2014.—REUTERS

Barca deny wrongdoing after
tax fraud reports

BarceLona, 20 Feb
— Barcelona have denied
wrongdoing  after local
media said Spain’s pub-
lic prosecutor had asked
for charges to be brought
against the club for alleged
tax fraud in last year’s sign-
ing of Brazil forward Ney-
mar. The prosecutor had
written to the judge over-
seeing a probe into the deal,
accusing Barca of drawing
up “pretend contracts” and
engaging in “financial en-
gineering” to defraud the
tax man of 9.1 million eu-
ros ($12.5 million), accord-
ing to the reports which did
not identify the source of
their information.

A spokeswoman for
the prosecutor’s office said
she was unable to comment

on the veracity of the re-
ports. “The club’s actions
have, at all times, regard-
ing that operation (to sign
Neymar) and in line with
the available information,
been fully compliant with
existing law,” Barca said in
a statement on Wednesday.
The Spanish champions
added they would be send-
ing legal representatives to
court “in the coming days”
to defend their rights and
interests.

“At the same time
(Barca) states its complete
availability to collaborate
with the justice authorities
in this process, as it has
been doing from the first
moment, or in any other
that might require its inter-
vention.” —Reuters

the sailing team for the 35th
America’s Cup. “These
sessions will be coordi-
nated with Team Australia
and we’re looking forward
to sailing against this new
Cup team.”

Australian  Slingshy
was a strategist on software
billionaire Larry Ellison’s
Team USA, who stormed
back from an 8-1 deficit to
defeat Team New Zealand
at San Francisco Bay last
year to win the 34th Amer-

ica’s Cup. The Olym-
pic champion sailor joins
fellow Australian Jimmy
Spithill, who will bid for a
third successive America’s
Cup at the helm of Team
USA.

Hamilton Island Yacht
Club, owned by wine mag-
nate and sailing enthusiast
Bob Oatley, is the Chal-
lenger of Record for the
35th regatta which is slat-
ed for August 2017 in San
Francisco Bay.— Reuters

Williams sisters enter
quarter finals at Dubai
tennis open

Dusal, 20 Feb — Ve-
nus Williams, the former
world’s number one and
currently ranked 44, defeat-
ed here on Wednesday Ser-
bia’s hopeful Ana lvanovic
6-2, 6-1, while her younger
sister Serena Williams, the
current number one, kicked
out Elaterina Makarova the
evening before 7-6, 6-0.

Ivanonic appeared to
be exhausted during the
game as the 26- year old
Serbian had a tough Tues-
day behind her when she
beat Germany’s Angeli-
que Kerber in three
tough sets.

For Wil-
liams, the
victory

was arevenge for her defeat
in the final in Auckland,
New Zealand, earlier this
year.Thirty-three-year-old
Venus Williams will face
Flavia Panetta from Italy
in the quarter finals.

Seventeen-times
Grand Slam tournaments
winner Serena Williams
hit the news before the
start of the 22nd Dubai
Duty Free Tennis Champi-
onships when she said she
would rather play Dubai
than practicing after her
she recovered from back
injury, “because just
practicing is bor-
ing”.

Xinhua

SocHi, (Russia), 20 Feb
— Ole Einar Bjoerndalen
became the most decorated
athlete in Winter Olympic
history, Tomoka Takeuchi
increased Japan’s medal
haul and there was a family
triumph in the snowboard-
ing parallel giant slalom as
competition began in one
of the Games’ blue riband
events on Wednesday —
the women’s figure skating.

Bjoerndalen won a
record 13th medal when
he helped Norway win
the biathlon mixed relay
from Czech Republic and
Italy. The 40-year-old broke

SOCHI OLYMPIC

Milestone day for Bjoerndalen, as
history is made in snowboarding

R

Japan’s Tomoka Takeuchi (L), Switzerland’s Patrizia
Kummer (C) and Russia’s Alena Zavarzina

the total medals record he
previously shared with re-
tired cross-country skiing
great Bjoern Daehlie and
matched his compatriot’s
record haul of eight golds.
Bjoerndalen also has four
silvers and a bronze to his
name.

Norway’s victory in
the relay, in which the two
men complete 7.5-kilo-
metre legs and the two
women race 6-km legs, saw
the Scandinavian power-
house extend its lead at the
top of the medal table with
nine golds and 20 medals
overall. — Kyodo News

et

Vancouver Olympics sil-
ver medalist Mao Asada
of Japan is pictured after
her performance in the
women’s short program
of the figure skating
competition at the Winter
Olympics at the Iceberg
Skating Palace in Sochi,
Russia, on 19 Feb, 2014.
Kyopo News

Asada flops under pressure, Kim
comes through

Sochr, (Russia), 20
Feb — So much for the ri-
valry between Mao Asada
and Kim Yu Na. Vancou-
ver 2010 gold medalist
Kim was in championship
form Wednesday, deserv-
edly finishing first in a
tightly contested women’s
short programme  with
74.92 points.

Kim’s performance
was so mesmerizing that
the South Korean drew a
standing ovation from her
fellow athletes from other
countries in the stands,
transcending sports and
borders.

Kyodo News

Braves give contract extensions
to manager and GM

Los ANGeLes, 20 Feb
— The Atlanta Braves have
kept faith with manager
Fredi Gonzalez and gen-
eral manager Frank Wren
by giving both men con-
tract extensions, the Major
League Baseball team said
on Wednesday.

No details of contract
terms were disclosed by the
club.In three seasons with
Atlanta since taking over
from Hall of Famer Bob-
by Cox in late 2010, the
50-year-old Gonzalez has

led the team to a 279-207
record. The (96-66) Braves
ended last season on top of
the National League (NL)
East standings, winning their
first division title since 2005
when they ended a record
run of 14 in a row.

Wren, 55, took over as
Braves general manager af-
ter the 2007 season and has
been an instrumental figure
in acquiring BJ. Upton and
Justin Upton, Chris Johnson
and Dan Uggla for Atlanta.
— Reuters
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Army air
raids kill 10
militants in
Egypt’s Sinai

RaraH, 20 Feb — At
least 10 militants were
killed in government air
raids on their hideouts in
Rafah and Sheikh Zuweid
cities in North Sinai gover-
norate that continued from
Wednesday evening until
early Thursday, a security
source told Xinhua.

“The death toll may in-
crease as tens were serious-
ly injured during the raids,”
the source added, noting
the four military planes
also destroyed a number of
vehicles carrying machine
guns used by militants.

Xinhua

Electricians of local power grid try to restore power supply at Shigaochang Village

in Badong County, central China’s Hubei Province, on 18 Feb, 2014. Many parts

of Hubei witnessed heavy snow from Monday evening to Tuesday, wreaking havoc
on traffic, electric power and crops.—XINHUA

Scolari refuses to rule out Adriano World Cup return

FrLorianoroLis, (Bra-
zil), 20 Feb — Brazil
coach Luiz Felipe Scolari
on Wednesday refused to
rule out striker Adriano’s
chances of playing in this
year’s World Cup. Adriano,
who has not represented the
national team since 2010,
played his first match for
nearly two years last week
with a late appearance as
a substitute for Atletico
Paranaense in their 1-0
victory over The Strongest
in the Copa Libertadores.
“There are lots of stories.
Everybody lobbies for one
player or another. We all do
it when we want a player to
do well,” Scolari said dur-
ing a Press conference.

When asked if Adriano

could be considered for the
World Cup, Scolari replied:
“l consider every Brazilian
player. Some more and oth-
ers less. “There are some
that haven’t played for
some years. | am looking
at everything. But | have
to make my observations
in accordance with a se-
ries of factors, not just one.
“Scolari’s comments fol-
low claims by local press
that the 65-year-old earlier
this week sought Atleti-
co Paranaense’s football
director Antonio Lopes
to discuss Adriano’s fit-
ness.”That’s not true. You
don’t talk about whether a
player is fit if it’s clearly
not the case,” Scolari said.

Adriano, 31, was once

considered one of the best
strikers in world football.
He has scored 27 goals
from 48 matches for Brazil
and won the Golden Ball
award for the best player at
both the 2004 Copa Amer-
ica and 2005 [Confedera-
tions Cup, in which he also
top-scored. But injury and
disciplinary problems have

prompted a rapid fall from
grace for the former Inter
Milan forward.His latest
comeback follows two
Achilles tendon operations
in as many years. During
that time he was sacked
by both Corinthians and
Flamengo due to lifestyle
issues and lack of commit-
ment to training.—Xinhua

Luiz Felipe-
Scolari, coach
of the Brazil-

ian national
football team,
attends a press
conference in
Florianopolis,
Brazil, on 19

Feb, 2014.
XINHUA
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Kinsuasa, 20 Feb
— The United Nations
peacekeeping mission in
Democratic Republic of
Congo will deploy more
troops to copper-rich Ka-
tanga Province to help
fight worsening militia
violence there, the UN
force commander said on
Wednesday.

Katanga has been
spared much of the vi-
olent disorder that has
plagued large swathes
of the vast Central Afri-
can nation for nearly two
decades. But the southern
province, home to some
of the world’s largest
copper reserves, has seen
a rise in attacks by armed
Bakata-Katanga  seces-
sionists since last year.

Hundreds of rebels
attacked the Katangan
capital Lubumbashi in
2013 before surrendering

after battles with security
forces. Fighting again ap-
proached the city in Janu-
ary.

General Carlos Dos
Santos Cruz, head of the
UN military force in Con-
go, said additional troops
would be deployed to
protect civilians in the so-
called “triangle of death”,
one of the regions hardest
hit by the violence.

The 22,000-strong
UN mission, known as
MONUSCO, now has only
450 soldiers deployed to
Katanga.

“We are going to de-
ploy one company, about
100 to 120 men. Then we
want to...launch joint oper-
ations with the Congolese
army,” Dos Santos Cruz
told a news conference in
the capital Kinshasa.

The Bakata-Katanga
militia is demanding in-

dependence for Katanga,
whose rich mineral depos-
its have attracted interna-
tional mining companies
including Freeport-McMo-
Ran and Glencore.

Violence in Katanga
has not reached the inten-
sity seen in Congo’s east-
ern borderlands where the
U.N.-backed army last
year defeated the M23 re-
bellion - the greatest threat
to President Joseph Kabila
in a decade.

However, over
400,000 civilians are
currently  displaced by
violence in Katanga, ac-
cording the U.N. refugee
agency.

Katanga has a history
of secessionist movements
dating back to a failed at-
tempt to break away from
newly independent Congo
in the early 1960s.

Feelings that Katan-

gans should benefit more
from the province’s vast
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A train is seen from a helicopter in the southern Congolese Province of Katanga,
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UN to send more peacekeepers to Congo mining province

mineral wealth continue
to strain relations with the

on 29 Jan, 2013.
REUTERS
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central government in dis-
tant Kinshasa.—Reuters
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Workshop on commerce Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker attends reception to
mark 66" Anniversary Chin National Day

and investment opens

Nay Pyir Taw, 20
Feb—The opening of
workshop on commerce
and investment, jointly
conducted by the Union At-
torney-General Office and
Allen & Overy Ltd, took
place at Thingaha Hotel on
20 February morning.

Union Attorney-Gen-
eral Dr Tun Shin said that
amendment of company law,
laws related to joint venture,
state-owned enterprises and
share purchase contract will
be discussed at the work-

shop. Consultant Mr. Paul
Crook from Allen & Overy
Ltd said that Britain-based
the law firm has 43 branch
offices in 29 countries and
has been conducting work-
shops and conferences in
Myanmar in coordination
with the relevant ministries
and universities.

Mr. Paul Crook gave
lecture entitled “Workshop
on Myanmar Companies
Act” and the workshop
lasts till 21 February.

MNA

Nay Pvyvi Taw, 20
Feb—A reception to mark
66" Anniversary Chin Na-
tional Day took place at
Myanmar International
Convention Center (MICC)
on 20 February evening.

First, Deputy Direc-
tor-General U Soe Htet
of the Amyotha Hluttaw
Office read the 66th Anni-
versary Chin National Day
message sent by the Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw speaker
and Director-General Dr
Naing Ti Yan of the Me-

teorology and Hydrolo-
gy Department, historical
background of Chin Na-
tional Day.

Then, Speaker of Py-
idaungsu Hluttaw Thura
U Shwe Mann, Amyotha
Hluttaw Speaker U Khin
Aung Myint and Chairper-
son of Pyithu Hluttaw Rule
of Law and Tranquility
Committee Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi extended greet-
ings.

Chairman of Pyithu
Hluttaw Judicial, Legal Af-

Union Attorney-General Dr Tun Shin delivers an address at Workshop on Commerce and Investment.—wmna

Ex-Murdoch editor Brooks
launches hacking defence,
acquitted on one charge

A

Former News International chief executive Re-
bekah Brooks and her husband Charlie Brooks
(L) arrive at the Old Bailey courthouse in London
February 20, 2014.—REuTERS

Lonbon, 20 Feb—The
jury trying Rebekah Brooks
over phone-hacking charges
should not hold her role as a
former Rupert Murdoch edi-
tor with huge political influ-
ence against her, her lawyer
said, as the former British
newspaper boss took the
stand on Thursday.

Brooks, a friend of
Prime Minister David Cam-
eron, answered questions
in court for the first time on
the hacking scandal which
has convulsed Britain’s elite
and forced Murdoch to close
the 168-year-old tabloid at
the center of the scandal, the
News of the World.

Opening Brooks’s de-
fense within a packed court
room on day 62 of the trial,
Jonathan Laidlaw urged the
jury to forget the myth that
had built up around one
of the most famous wom-
en in Britain, and to focus
on the specific charges.He
was speaking shortly after
the judge ruled that Brooks
had been acquitted on one
of the five charges she
was facing, relating to one
charge of authorizing an il-
legal payment for a picture
of Prince William in a biki-
ni. She denies all the other
charges

Reuters

fairs, Complaints and Pe-
tition Vetting Committee
Thura U Aung Ko present-
ed a certificate of honour
to archer Ma Aung Neign
who snatched gold medal
in 27" SEA Games and the

chairperson of Pyithu Hlut-

taw Rule of Law and Tran-

quility Committee, certif-

icates of honour to Chin

Nationals who obtained the

degrees of doctor in 2013.
(See page 8)

Investigation Commission makes
inspection tour of Maungtaw for
Ducheeratan incident

Mauncraw, 20 Feb—
Chairman of Investigation
Commission Dr Tha Hla
Shwe (President of Myan-
mar Red Cross Society) and
party met villagers at Basic
Education Post-Primary
School in Gawduthara Vil-
lage, Maungtaw Township
of Rakhine State on 18 Feb-
ruary and asked questions
for Ducheeratan incident.

They then went to
Zawmatet Village-tract
where they viewed taking
rations by the villagers from
Ducheeratan Village at the
warehouse of World Food
Programme (WFP) and
asked what they wanted to
know.

Next, they met with

the villagers from Nhushula
Village at village’s BEPPS
and raised questions for their
knowledge.

During interrogation
with the villagers and sus-
pects, they enquired about
the root cause for the death
of police sergeant Aung
Kyaw Thein from Khayay-
myaing police outpost hap-
pened on 13 January, the
main cause on outbreak of
fire in Ducheeratan (west)
Village on 28 January,
spread of wrongful news
about the fire, number of
death toll due to the cases
and loss of houses and prop-
erty and suggestions should
be tackled for preventing the
case in detail —MNA

Elephants are the most
reliable for timber extrac-
tion in Myanmar for hun-
dreds of years.

Thailand-based  El-
ephant Foundation and
Save Elephant Foundation
Myanmar join hands in
enhancement of elephants
and elephant workers at
20th-Mile Elephant Camp
at Bago mountain range
in Toungoo District as of
5 February.Emphasizing
lifestyles of elephants,
mahouts and their families

a Toungoo (South) timber
extraction region, an offi-
cial of the joint study group
said that they will look after
older elephants and fam-
ilies of mahouts for their
livelihoods free of charge.
If the authorities concerned
pass the permit, a plan will
be implemented to build a
hospital for the elephant.
Members of the excur-
sion team from the Elephant
Foundation donated equip-
ments and dried rations to
workers for elephants.

Elephant foundations to enhance livelinood of elephant
workers, elephants

Toungoo (South)
timber extraction region
in Toungoo District is
residence for 19 male el-
ephants, 36 female ele-
phants. A total of 27 male
elephants and 38 female
elephants are under care
of Toungoo (North) timber
extraction region, and 10
male elephants and 15 fe-
male elephants in addition
to 52 male elephants and 92
female elephants registered
by private entrepreneurs,
totaling 289, according to

by N ]

By: Ko Lwin (Swa)

Assistant Director U Thein
Shwe of Toungoo District
Forest Department.

There are unknown
number of wild elephants
in forests of Bago moun-
tain ranges, and some wild
elephants were seen at No.
2014 Khabaung forest re-
serve in the area of Toun-
goo (South) timber extrac-
tion for several times, he
added.

Myanma Alinn:
17-2-2014
Trs: TTA
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