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President  
U Thein Sein 

felicitates Indonesian 
counterpart

 Nay Pyi Taw, 17 Aug—U Thein Sein, President of 
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of 
felicitations to Dr. Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, President of the 
Republic of Indonesia, on the occasion of the 68th Anniversary of 
the Independence Day of the Republic of Indonesia which falls on 
17 August 2013.

MNA

President, wife attend ceremony to drive stakes 
for birth place of Lord Buddha 

Nay Pyi Taw ,  16 
Aug—A ceremony to 
drive stakes at the venues 
dedicating to the birth place 

of the Buddha-to-be and the 
preaching of Dhammaçakka 
Sutta was held at four 
Samvejaniya places being 

built in Ottarathiri Township 
of Nay Pyi Taw Council Area 
this morning.

At first, President U 

Thein Sein and party took 
the Nine Precepts from 
Chairman   of   State Sangha

(See page 9)

65th anniversary establishment of diplomatic ties 
between Myanmar and Thailand held

N a y  P y i  Ta w ,  16 
Aug—On 14 August, a 
Myanmar delegation led 
by Union Minister for 
Foreign Affairs U Wunna 
Maung Lwin attended the 
ceremony to commemorate 
the 65th anniversary of 
Myanmar-Thai diplomatic 
relations in the afternoon 
at Thai Foreign Ministry in 
Bangkok after attending the 
ASEAN Foreign Ministers’ 
Meeting in Hua Hin. At first, 
Thai Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Mr. 
Surapong Tovichakchaikul 
and Union Minister for 
Foreign Affairs U Wunna 
Maung Lwin opened the 

Photo Exhibition of 65th

anniversary of Myanmar-
Thai diplomatic relations by 
cutting ribbon and viewed 
the photos exhibited.

A f t e r w a r d ,  T h a i 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Mr. 
Surapong Tovichakchaikul 
and Union Minister for 
Foreign Affairs U Wunna 
Maung Lwin delivered 
opening remarks at the 
commemorative ceremony 
of 65th anniversary of 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f 
d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s 
between Myanmar and 
Thailand.

Present on the occasion 

were Chairman U Nyunt 
Swe and members  of 
Myanmar-Thai Friendship 
Associa t ion ,  of f ic ia ls 
from Thai Ministry of 
F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  a n d  
relevant ministries and the 
Ambassador of Myanmar 
to Thailand U Tin Win, 
members of  Myanmar 
Embassy and Myanmar 
community in Bangkok.

B e f o r e  t h e  6 5 t h

anniversary commemo-
rative ceremony, Union 
Min i s te r  fo r  Fore ign  
Affairs U Wunna Maung 
Lwin  ca l led  on  Thai 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign 

Affairs  Mr.  Surapong 
Tovichakchaikul at Thai 
Foreign Ministry. The 
two ministers discussed 
matters on registration 
o f  Myanmar  migran t 
workers, signing of visa 
exemption agreement on 
ordinary passport holders, 
cooperat ion at  border 
areas and the matters of 
mutual interests during the 
meeting.

After the meeting, Thai 
Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs  Mr.  Surapong 
Tovichakchaikul presented 
100,000 USD to Union 
Minister U Wunna Maung 
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Lwin for the resettlement 
and rehabilitation of the 
victims of affected areas 

in recent flash flood in 
Myanmar.
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 Photo shows birth place of Lord Buddha at Bodh Gaya.

Union Minister U Wunna Maung Lwin poses 
for documentary photo with Deputy Prime 

Minister and Foreign Minister Mr. Surapong 
Tovichakchaikul.—mna 
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Yangon, 16 Aug—Due 
to bank erosion, an ancient 
monastery and ordination 
halls caused nearing collapse 
in East Takapaw Village 
in Maubin Township of 
Ayeyawady Region.

The monastery and 
ordination halls are over 
100 years old. Despite 
preserving the monasteries 
and ordination halls in 

successive eras, the local 
people now face the danger 
of collapse, said School 
Board of Trustees U Bo 
Bo Win.

In our Maubin District, 
t he  monas t e r i e s  and 
ordination halls of over 
100 years old are very rare. 
Since its establishment, the 
monastery was located on 
five acres of land but now 

it is on about two acres of 
land. The monastery is just 
30 feet to the river bank. In 
this region, bank erosion 
causes about 30 feet wide 
landslide,” he said.

U  K e s a r a s i r i  o f 
Abaya Wihara Monastery 
remarked, “I am 88 years 
old and 68 years vasa. In my 
novicehood, the monastery 
was over 4000 feet far from 

the bank. Now it is adjacent 
to the bank. I would like to 
request the local authorities 
to preserve and maintain the 
monastery and ordination 
for their durability.”

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
m o n a s t e r y  b o a r d  o f 
t rus tees  sa id ,  “There 
are one monastery, one 
ordination hall, two-storey 
Dhammayon and one 
pagoda. The construction 
is going on. Wellwishers 
are ready to make donations. 
But, we suspend our works 
due to bank erosion.”

Local people said, 
“We vow to preserve the 
monastery with outmost 
efforts as it is significant 
one. However, the cost will 
be high. We set a fund for 
prevention against flood. 
But, the fund from the 
village will be less than the 
estimated. The preservation 
of the State for the monastery 
and ordination will be 
better.”—Kyemon-Ko Thet 
(Botahtaung)

Ancient monastery, ordination nearing bank 
erosion in Maubin Township

Yangon ,  16 Aug—
Two water tanks with 
capacity of 3000 gallons 
each were cleaned by 
members of Township 
Fire Services Department, 
D e p u t y  C o m m a n d i n g  
Officer U Myo Myint and 
party, local authorities 
a n d  l o c a l  p e o p l e  o n  
Thitsa Street in Ward 12 
and Ward 13 in Yankin 

Township of Yangon East 
District on 10 August 
morning.

T h e  w o r k  w a s 
supervised by Chairman of 
Township Fire Prevention 
Supervisory Committee 
Township Administrator 
U Win Aung and Head of 
Township Fire Services 
Department U Ko Ko Gyi.

MMAL-043

Water tanks for fire 
prevention cleaned

TaikkYi ,  16 Aug—
Forester U Aung Mya and 
party of Taikkyi Township 
Forest Department searched 
a Mart II car at mile post 
46/4 on Yangon-Pyay Road 
in Taikkyi Township on 9 
August afternoon.

The driver and his 
partner managed to flee the 

scene.
The  depa r tmen ta l 

personnel  se ized 806 
pieces of teak sawn timber 
weighing 0.9506 ton worth 
K 570,360.

Taikkyi Myoma Police 
Station opened a file of 
lawsuit over the case.

MMAL-Soe Win (SP)

Illegal teak timber seized in 
Taikkyi

Yangon ,  16 Aug—
Yangon Region Traffic 
Police Corps scrutinized 
their moves and took action 
against those who broke 
traffic rules with the use of 
CCTV, said a traffic police 
officer.

“At  a  t ime  when  
traffic light changes red 
from green, if a vehicle 

stops at a place beyond 
the stopped line, its act 
will be documented by 
CCTV. In scrutinizing the 
documentary one, if the car 
did not move back without 
any car behind it, action 
would be taken against the 
car. If not, the penalty will 
be relaxed,” he said.

In taking action against 

Plan to scrutinize CCTV 
victim cars under traffic rules

those by the traffic rule 
broking cars at traffic lights 
in downtown Yangon, the 
car owners would like to 
raise questions. The traffic 
police fine the vehicles that 
broke rules taken photo by 
CCTV.

Kyemon-K Thein Swe

Toungoo, 16 Aug—A 
Mitsubishi Fuso express 
bus of Shwe Nat Taung bus 
line heading for Toungoo 
from Myawady of Kayin 
State overturned at the 
bridge in Indaing Village 
of Ottwin Township of 
Bago Region on Yangon-
Mandalay Highway at 7.45 
am on 14 August.

In the incident, bus 
conductor Myo Min Zaw, 
30 died on the spot under 
the bus. One man and three 

One dead, four injured in 
overturned express bus

women of 10 passengers 
s u s t a i n e d  u n s e r i o u s 
injuries and rushed to 
Ottwin Township People’s 
Hospital by the car of the 
Township Administrator.

O t t w i n  T o w n s h i p 
Police Station opened a file 
of lawsuit against reckless 
driver Min Thein Kyaw, 
22, under the law but he 
managed escape from the 
incident.

Kyemon-Kyaw Swa 
(Toungoo)

School heads work proficiency 
course kicks off

ThanlYin, 16 Aug—
Organized by No. 3 Basic 
Education Department of 
Yangon Region, the school 
head work proficieicny 
enhancement course was 
opened at the hall of No 1 
Basic Education High School 
in Thanlyin of Yangon 
South District on 7 August 
morning.

Director U Myint Soe 
(Education) made an opening 
address.

A total of 492 school 
heads from basic education 
primary, middle and high 
schools from Thanlyin, 
Kyauktan, Thongwa and 

Kayan townships.
The training course was 

lectured at two places. One 
training venue was located at 
No 1 BEHS in Thanlyin and 
another one at BEHS No  2 
Thanlyin.—Kyemon-Than 
Win (Thanlyin)

CCTV installed at 

the post in centre of 

the road to check the 

vehicles that break 

traffic rules.

Nutritious food cooking contest marks 
nutrition week

aunglan, 16 Aug—
In commemoration of 
the Nutrition Week, the 
nutritious food cooking 
c o n t e s t ,  o r g a n i z e d  
by Aunglan Township 
Maternal and Child Welfare 
Association of Magway 
Region, was held at the hall 
of the Township MCWA 
office in Aunglan on 13 

August.
Head of Township 

Health Department Dr Ko 
Ko Lay explained matters 
related to the Nutrition 
Week and presented awards 
to the  the township that 
secured awards in the 
contest.

Kyemon-Myint Myint 
Swe (Aunglan)

Officials of MCWA making assessment over 

nutritious foods made by contestants.
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Robert Menendez (L), chairman of the US Senate  
Foreign Relations Committee, and Japanese Prime 

Minister Shinzo Abe shake hands at the prime minis-
ter’s office in Tokyo on 15 Aug, 2013.

Kyodo News

Biden to visit Japan in fall 
for talks with Abe

Tokyo, 16 Aug — 
US Vice President Joseph 
Biden is likely to visit Japan 
in the fall for a meeting with 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, 
a Japanese government 
source said on Friday.

Tokyo and Washing-
ton are eying October or 
November for the trip, the 
source said.

During a meeting 
meant to signal the robust-
ness of the security alliance 
between the two countries, 
Biden and Abe are expected 
to compare notes on devel-
opments in the Asia-Pacific 
region, including China and 
North Korea.

The plan comes as 
China flexes its muscles to 
push territorial claims to 
Japanese-administered is-
lands in the East China Sea 
called Senkaku in Japan and 
Diaoyu in China, and North 
Korea continues down the 
path toward developing nu-
clear weapons.

Biden is expected to 

welcome and express sup-
port for political stability in 
Japan and urge the country 
to take steps toward im-
proving its soured ties with 
China and South Korea.

Abe is likely to con-
vey to Biden the need for 
Japanese and Chinese lead-
ers to work hard to reduce 
tensions between the two 
countries, and Tokyo’s plan 
to communicate well with 
Seoul through diplomatic 
channels.

The prime minister 
also plans to brief Biden 
on his government’s plan 
to review its interpretation 
of the war-renouncing Con-
stitution to pave the way for 
Japan to exercise its right to 
collective self-defence, ac-
cording to the source.

So far Tokyo has taken 
the position that while Ja-
pan has the right to come to 
the defence of an ally under 
armed attack, it cannot ex-
ercise the right because of 
the limits imposed by the 

pacifist Constitution.
In a speech in Singa-

pore in July, Biden said he 
would be “back again in the 
fall in China and Japan.” 
Abe and Biden last met in 
the city state on 26 July, 

when both were travelling 
through the region at the 
same time.

Biden last visited Ja-
pan as vice president in Au-
gust 2011.

Kyodo News

59 injured after explosion at firework 
festival in Kyoto

kyoTo, 16 Aug — Fif-
ty-nine people were taken 
to hospital on Thursday 
evening after an explo-
sion at a row of stalls at a 
summer firework festival 
in Kyoto with 19 of them 
having suffered heavy in-
juries such as burns over 
their entire bodies, fire-
fighters said.

Five were particularly 
in serious condition in-
cluding a 10-year-old boy 
who was being treated in 

Investigators 
examine past 

midnight of 15 
Aug, 2013, a site 
where an explo-
sion occurred 

that evening at a 
row of stalls at a 
summer firework 
festival in Fuku-
chiyama, Kyoto 

Prefecture. Fifty-
nine people were 
taken to hospital. 

Kyodo News

Iran Parliament approves big Rouhani cabinet  
nominees, rejects three 

Dubai, 16 Aug — 
Iran’s Parliament on Thurs-
day approved all President 
Hassan Rouhani’s big-
name nominees for a cabi-
net of technocrats, which 
will have the task of imple-

menting his plans to patch 
up relations with the world 
and ease international sanc-
tions.

The parliament de-
bated each of the 18 nomi-
nees over the course of four 

days, rejecting three minor 
candidates.

Rouhani’s nominee for 
education minister, Mo-
hammad Ali Najafi was 
turned down after coming 
under attack by conserva-
tive members of parliament 
for having ties to opposition 
leaders held under house ar-
rest.

The proposed minister 
of science and Rouhani’s 
nominee to head the min-
istry of sport were also re-
jected.

But parliament ap-
proved Rouhani’s choice of 
foreign minister, Moham-
mad Javad Zarif, a US-ed-
ucated former UN Ambas-
sador who has been at the 
centre of several rounds of 
secret negotiations to try to 
overcome decades of es-

trangement between Wash-
ington and Teheran.

Rouhani, who took of-
fice on 3 August, has prom-
ised to repair Iran’s image 
abroad after eight years 
of confrontation under his 
predecessor Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad.

Parliament also ap-
proved Bijan Zanganeh, a 
former oil minister under 
the reformist president Mo-
hammad Khatami, to return 
to that post where he will 
be charged with the task of 
increasing Iran’s oil pro-
duction and exports.

Western sanctions im-
posed over Iran’s disputed 
nuclear programme have 
halved Teheran’s oil ex-
ports since 2011, and its 
ageing oilfields need cru-
cial maintenance.—Reuters

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani delivers a speech at 
Iran’s Majlis (parliament) in Teheran, Iran, on 15 Aug, 
2013. Iran’s Majlis on Thursday approved candidates 

that President Hassan Rouhani nominated for key posts 
in his 18-member cabinet.—XiNhua

US walks careful Egypt 
line; some see mixed  

messages
WashingTon, 16 Aug 

— By cancelling a military 
exercise with Egypt but not 
cutting off US aid, Presi-
dent Barack Obama sought 
on Thursday to show his 
displeasure at the Egyptian 
army’s violent crackdown 
on protesters — without to-
tally alienating the generals.

Obama announced the 
move a day after at least 
623 people were killed, ac-
cording to Egypt’s Health 
Ministry, as troops and po-
lice used force against pro-
testers seeking the return of 

those objectives and weak-
ens US credibility, after 
repeated calls by the US 
administration for Egyptian 
authorities to avoid blood-
shed have been disregard-
ed,” members of the Work-
ing Group on Egypt said in 
a statement.

Former US officials 
said Obama’s decision 
reflected his balancing 
act since the army ousted 
Egypt’s first freely elected 
president, an action the 
United States appeared to 
tacitly condone by its deci-

President Mohamed Mursi, 
who was toppled by the 
military on 3 July.

Critics argued that 
Obama had done too little, 
too late and that his admin-
istration has repeatedly sent 
mixed messages — among 
them its failure to brand 
Mursi’s ouster a military 
coup — thereby eroding its 
ability to influence events.

A bipartisan group of 
US Middle East experts 
said the cancelling of the 
military exercise was nec-
essary but fell far short of 
what is needed to meet US 
objectives in Egypt

“The president’s fail-
ure to suspend aid to the 
Egyptian military is a stra-
tegic error that undercuts 

sion not to call for Mursi’s 
restoration.

The White House has 
tried to appear to support 
democracy in Egypt, while 
protecting the US strategic 
interest in Egypt’s stability, 
its peace treaty with Israel 
and its military cooperation 
with the United States, in-
cluding privileged access to 
the Suez Canal.

In his desire to main-
tain some links to Egypt’s 
generals, Obama on Thurs-
day cancelled the biennial 
Bright Star military exer-
cise with Egypt rather than 
cut the $1.55 billion in aid - 
including $1.3 billion to the 
military — that Washing-
ton gives Cairo annually.

Reuters

US President Barack Obama makes a statement about 
the violence in Egypt while at his rental vacation home 
on the Massachusetts island of Martha’s Vineyard in 

Chilmark on 15 Aug, 2013.—ReuteRs

an intensive care unit, they 
said. The blast occurred at 
around 7:30 pm just before 
the start of the fireworks in 
the main viewing venue on 
the bank of the Yura River 
in Fukuchiyama, across the 
firework launch site, ac-
cording to the authorities.

The annual festival, 
which last year drew around 
110,000 spectators not only 
from Kyoto but also from 
Osaka and Hyogo prefec-
tures, was cancelled with 

no fireworks lighted. The 
local chamber of com-
merce, which organized the 
fireworks, said propane gas 
cylinders used at stalls may 
have exploded. Local resi-
dents said they had heard 
more than one explosion.

The firefighters said 
flames of fire and billows 
of smoke were seen and 
three stalls caught fire and 
were knocked down. They 
were among the around 
350 stalls selling foods and 

goods at the festival venue, 
they said. “I heard a bang 
and then saw a billow of 

smoke,” said a 37-year-old 
man of the chamber of com-
merce who was serving as a 

volunteer around 200 me-
ters away from the site of 
the blast.

A 28-year-old woman 
from Ritto, Shiga Prefec-
ture said, “It was a mess 
with blue sheets used by 
festival goers scattered at 
the viewing site, drawing 
a crowd of curious people 
while other people were 
leaving the venue.”

About 6,000 fireworks 
were scheduled to be dis-
played during the 90-min-
ute festival starting at 7:30 
pm, according to the of-
ficial Website of the festi-
val.—Kyodo News
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NASA calls off attempts to fix Kepler space 
telescope

Cape Canaveral,
(Florida), 16 Aug—The Ke-
pler space telescope’s plan-
et-hunting days are over 
because its broken position-
ing system cannot be fixed, 
NASA officials said on 
Thursday. The observatory 
was launched in 2009 to 
hunt for Earth-sized worlds 
suitably positioned around 
their parent stars for liquid 
water, a condition believed 
to be necessary for life.

 The telescope was 
sidelined in May when it 
lost use of equipment need-
ed to keep its gaze steady on 
about 100,000 target stars. 
Kepler worked by finding 
slight dips in the amount of 
light coming from a star, a 

An artist’s composite of the Kepler telescope is seen in this undated NASA handout 
image. Two of Kepler’s four gyroscope-like reaction wheels, which are used to 

precisely point the spacecraft, have failed and NASA reported on 15 Aug, 2013, that it 
is ending attempts to fully recover the spacecraft.—ReuteRs

telltale sign of a planet pass-
ing by, relative to the tel-
escope’s line of sight. The 
technique requires precise 
pointing, which was ac-
complished by three spin-
ning wheels to control the 
telescope’s motion up and 
down, left and right and 
side to side. Kepler also had 
a fourth spare wheel, but 
that was put into service af-
ter a previous wheel failure 
in July 2012. Engineers be-
gan tests last month to see if 
either jammed wheel could 
be recovered, but the efforts 
ultimately proved fruitless, 
the US space agency said.

“The wheels are suf-
ficiently damaged that they 
cannot sustain spacecraft 

pointing control for any 
extended period of time,” 
Charles Sobeck, Kepler 
deputy project manager at 
NASA’s Ames Research 
Centre in Moffett Field, 
California, told reporters 
during a conference call on 
Thursday. Scientists may 
be able to use the telescope 
for projects that do not re-
quire such precise position-
ing, such as looking for 
asteroids, comets and other 
celestial objects. NASA 
is soliciting proposals for 
alternative Kepler missions 
and expects to make a de-
cision early next year on 
whether to continue funding 
the telescope’s operation. 
The Kepler project’s budget 

currently is about $18 mil-
lion a year.

So far, the telescope 
has found 135 planets be-
yond the solar system and 
another 3,500 possible plan-
ets that are awaiting confir-
mation, according to scien-
tists. While some planets 
are even smaller than Earth 
and others have been found 
in potentially life-friendly 
orbits, so far a perfect Earth 
analog has yet to be identi-
fied. An Earth-sized planet 
orbiting a star about the 
same distance that Earth 
is from the sun would take 
a year to pass under Ke-
pler’s gaze. Scientists want 
three or four years’ worth of 
data to be sure a change in 
the amount of light coming 
from a target star is due to 
a passing planet and not an 
eclipsing neighbour star, a 
stellar flare or some other 
phenomena.

Scientists have about 
two years of archived Ke-
pler data yet been analyzed. 
“I’m confident that we are 
going to find what we ex-
pected ... but we’re going 
to have to work hard for 
the next couple of years,” 
said Kepler lead scientist 
William Borucki, also with 
Ames, referring to an Earth-
sized planet hospitable to 
life. Kepler flies about 40 
million miles (64 million 
km) from Earth, too far 
away for a robotic or astro-
naut-led repair mission.

Reuters

new York, 16 Aug—
Hackers promoting the Syr-
ian Electronic Army simul-
taneously targeted websites 
belonging to CNN, Time 
and the Washington Post 
on Thursday by breaching 
Outbrain, a firm which pub-
lishes content recommen-
dations on those sites. That 
resulted in some Washing-
tonPost.com and Time.com 
customers being redirected 
to the website of the Syrian 
Electronic Army when they 
clicked on the content from 
Outbrain, said Outbrain 
Vice President Lisa LaCour. 

The CNN International 
site briefly displayed a head-
line that said “Hacked by 
SEA,” she said. The Syrian 
Electronic Army is an on-
line group that supports Syr-
ian President Bashar al-As-
sad and has been linked to 
several high profile attacks. 
They include one on the As-
sociated Press’ Twitter feed 
in which a bogus message 
was sent out about explo-
sions at the White House.

The latest attacks were 
significant because the hack-
ers simultaneously targeted 
several sites by breaching a 
single supplier whose con-
tent is published on multiple 
platforms. In previous cam-
paigns linked to the Syrian 
Electronic Army, hackers 
have breached networks 
using similar tactics. But in 

Sony nears deal with 
Viacom for new Internet 

TV service
new York, 16 Aug—

Sony Corp is close to strik-
ing a deal to secure content 
from media company Viac-
om for a new Internet-based 
TV service, the Wall Street 
Journal reported on Thurs-
day.

Sony is working on a 
service that can stream live 
television over the Inter-
net and it aims to roll it out 
by the end of the year, the 
newspaper reported, citing 
an anonymous source. The 
Japanese company is also 

speaking to Time Warner, 
CBS and Disney about po-
tential programming deals, 
the newspaper reported.

A US spokesman for 
Sony declined to comment 
as did representatives from 
Time Warner, CBS, Disney 
and Viacom. The report said 
the Web-based service would 
be available on Sony’s new 
PlayStation’s console, Bra-
via high-definition TVs and 
could later expand to other 
Sony products such as tablets 
and phones.—Reuters

Sony Corp’s logo is seen at the company headquarters 
in Tokyo on 22 May, 2013.—ReuteRs

Introducing the olinguito, the newest 
mammal discovery

Two stuffed specimens 
of the newly-discovered 

mammal, “Olinguito 
(Bassaricyon neblina),” 

are pictured by the media 
at the Smithsonian in 

Washington, on 15 Aug, 
2013.—ReuteRs

washington, 16 Aug 
—The long-tailed, orange-
furred, big-eyed olinguito 
— said to resemble a cross 
between a house cat and a 
teddy bear — is the new-
est mammal and the first 
carnivore discovered in the 
Americas in 35 years, the 
Smithsonian Institution an-
nounced on Thursday.

Native to the high, 
misty cloud forests of Co-
lombia and Ecuador, the ol-
inguito is the smallest mem-
ber of the raccoon family, 
according to Kristofer Hel-
gen, a Smithsonian scientist 
who recognized it as a dis-
tinct species 10 years ago.
The “aha” moment occurred 
not in a South American 
forest but at Chicago’s Field 
Museum, the creature’s dis-
coverer, Helgen said at a 
news briefing.

“I pulled out a drawer 
... and said ‘Wow,’” Helgen 
recalled of his first view of 

a long-dead 20th century 
specimen, which had been 
identified as a related spe-
cies, the olingo. “It was like 
nothing I’d ever seen be-
fore.” Helgen said the teeth 
and skull of the specimen 
were much different from 
those of an olingo, which is 
larger and has more promi-
nent ears than the olinguito. 
He said he could have pub-
lished this finding in a scien-
tific journal then, but in the 
interest of being thorough, 
he sought out colleagues to 
confirm the existence of the 
new species in its natural 
habitat.

Olinguitos are con-
sidered carnivores, even 
though they eat mostly fruit, 
Helgen said. These crea-
tures have teeth that look 
fully capable of eating meat, 
he added. They have thick, 
woolly fur that is brighter 
than that of the more drab-
colored Olingos. Olinguitos 

are about 2.5 feet (.76 me-
tre) long and weigh about 2 
pounds (900 grams). Males 
and females are about the 

same size, and females raise 
a single baby at a time, the 
scientists said.

Olinguitos are hard to 
spot in the cloud forests of 
the northern Andes, which 
are thickly wooded and of-
ten shrouded in fog or mist 
with elevations of 5,000 to 
9,000 feet above sea level. 
Largely nocturnal, they 
spend most of their time in 
the forest canopy and are 

adept at jumping from tree 
to tree. Helgen and his team 
closely observed the ani-
mal’s habits and environ-
ment. Andean cloud forests 
are considered unique eco-
systems because of the vari-
ety of species they support, 
but they are being deforest-
ed to make way for agricul-
ture, urbanization and the 
illegal drug trade.

Reuters

Hackers use new tactic to 
attack US media sites

those cases emails were sent 
to employees of a single spe-
cific media outlet they were 
targeting, which made prep-
arations for the attacks more 
labour intensive. Outbrain, 
which posts content on a 
large number of prominent 
news sites, took down its en-
tire network at about 11 am 
EDT on Thursday, before 
the hackers could do any 
more damage, LaCour said. 
The company’s technicians, 
who are based in Israel, 
cleaned up the network and 
planned to restore service 
late on Thursday, she said. 
Outbrain said the hackers 
got in after sending a phish-
ing email to all company 
employees on Wednesday 
that purported to be from 
the CEO. An employee pro-
vided login credentials in 
response to that email and 
then the hackers were able 
to get other credentials for 
accessing internal systems, 
the company said.

Chris Wysopal, chief 
technology officer for 
software security firm Ve-
racode, said he believes that 
hackers will increasingly 
choose to go after third-
party providers because 
their security is likely to be 
more lax than that of their 
customers. “As the Internet 
becomes more intercon-
nected, this risk is going to 
increase,” he said.—Reuters
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Monsoon rains 4 per cent 
below average in past week

New Delhi, 16 Aug—
Monsoon rains were below 
average in the week ended 
on 14 August, data from the 
weather office showed on 
Thursday, easing concerns 
about damage to crops such 
as soybeans and cotton. 
Rainfall was 4 per cent be-
low average, compared to 1 
per cent below the previous 
week.

The June to September 
rains were very heavy in 
the first half of the season, 
which initially helped sow-
ing but later raised worries 
of crop damage. “The mon-
soon rains have now eased 
in most parts of central and 
south India,” said a weather 
official.

India, one of the 
world’s biggest produc-
ers and consumers of farm 
commodities, is heavily 

reliant on the annual mon-
soon for its huge harvests of 
rice, sugar and cash crops 
like cotton. The monsoon, 
crucial for 55 per cent of 
Indian farmland that does 
not have irrigation, was 
the heaviest in nearly two 
decades during the first 
half of the season with the 
fastest ever coverage of the 
country — almost a month 
ahead of schedule.

The ample rains could 
mean higher rural incomes 
in the world’s second most 
populous country, improv-
ing sales of everything 
from cars and gold to re-
frigerators. Finance Min-
ister P Chidambaram has 
already said the monsoon 
could help agricultural 
growth and spur the overall 
economy.

Reuters

Rising vegetable prices to 
push up WPI inflation

MuMbai, 16 Aug—
Owing to rising vegetable 
prices and a weakening ru-
pee, global brokerage firm 
Nomura has revised its av-
erage wholesale price index 
(WPI) forecast for FY14 to 
5.7 per cent from 5 per cent 
earlier.

According to Nomura, 
higher food prices, weak 
domestic demand and the 
depreciating rupee may 
even drive the WPI infla-
tion above 6 per cent in 
the coming months. Rising 
for the second consecutive 
month, inflation shot up to 
5.79 per cent in July, driven 
largely by double digit rise 
in prices of food articles, 
mainly vegetables, includ-
ing onion.

Inflation based on WPI 
stood at 4.86 per cent in 
June. In July 2012, it was 
7.52 per cent. On 14 Au-
gust, rupee closed at 61.19 
against the dollar.  “Core 
inflation rose in July, led 
by higher textiles, chemi-
cals and leather products 
prices,” the firm said in a 
report in Mumbai. Vegeta-
ble price inflation jumped 
to 46.6 per cent in July from 

16.5 per cent in June, led by 
a steep increase in prices 
of onion and potato. “This 
(vegetable inflation) will 
continue to be higher in the 
next month as well, consid-
ering that onion prices have 
continued to ascend in Au-
gust,” it said.

Similarly, mineral oil 
price inflation shot up to 
16 per cent in July from 9.6 
per in June as rising global 
crude prices and a weak 
currency have resulted in 
oil rates jumping to an all-
time high in rupee terms. 
This trend has persisted in 
August, suggesting fuel 
price inflation will also 
continue to inch higher, it 
said. Nomura, however, 
expected vegetable prices 
to drop later in the year. 

“Vegetable prices may re-
verse (uptrend) and demand 
may remain weak, but a 
weak rupee and adverse 
base effects will continue 
to drive input costs higher, 
which is likely to drive the 
WPI to 6 per cent in com-
ing months,” the Japanese 
brokerage said.

“We do not see de-
mand-driven inflation as 
a problem. In the current 
demand environment, sup-

ply shocks such as rupee, 
commodity prices and food 
inflation will be the main 
drivers of inflation.

High food price in-
flation remains the key 
structural irritant,” it said. 
Nomura observed that 
monetary policy has been 
hijacked by financial sta-
bility considerations with 
growth-inflation dynamics 
taking a backseat.

PTI

South African farmers use polluted water 
to irrigate crops

Cape TowN, 16 Aug—
South African farmers use 
polluted water to irrigate 
their crops, putting not 
only the health of South 
Africans at risk but also 
the country’s reputation as 
a food exporting country, 
Timeslive reported on 
Thursday. River water in 
South Africa is too polluted 
to be used to irrigate crops, 
but farmers are unaware 
of this and untreated 
contaminated river water 
is commonly used in 
agriculture, said Timeslive, 
a local news outlet.

South African rivers 
contain levels of E.coli 
bacteria over 10, 000 times 
higher than the number 

allowed by the World Health 
Organization and South 
Africa’s own Department 
of Water Affairs, according 
to the report. This founding 
was based on a research 
project undertaken in 
2007 by the food sciences 
department at Stellenbosch 
University near Cape Town 
and commissioned by the 
National Water Research 
Commission.

Head of the research 
project Professor Trevor 
Britz said the situation is so 
bad that falling into some 
of the rivers in South Africa 
could be fatal. The trouble 
is, much of this river water 
comes into contact with 
the food eaten by South 

Africans, said the report. 
This river water irrigation 
affects crops like maize, 
citrus, grapes, wheat and 
vegetables. According 
to the research, human 
excrement was a serious 
pollutant in the rivers.

Britz advised 
consumers to be sure 
to clean their fruit and 
vegetables in sterilizing 
fluid before eating them.
Spokespeople for the 
Department of Water 
Affairs and Department of 
Health both told Timeslive
they have yet to closely 
examine the results of the 
report, and will respond 
once they have done so.

Xinhua

Metformin tied to longer prostate cancer 
survival

New York, 16 Aug— 
In older men with diabetes 
and prostate cancer, taking 
the diabetes drug metform-
in was linked to a lower risk 
of death, according to a new 
study. Researchers found 
metformin’s apparent ben-
efits accumulated over 
time. Among men with dia-
betes in Ontario, Canada, 
who were over age 66, the 
study found a 24 percent 
reduction in prostate-can-
cer mortality for every six 
months of metformin use, 
and a similarly lower risk 
of death from any cause for 
the first six months.

“Among diabetic men 
with prostate cancer met-
formin should be consid-
ered the drug of choice, not 
only for diabetes control 
but possibly to improve 
prostate cancer outcomes,” 
Dr David Margel, a urolo-
gist at Rabin Medical Cen-
tre, Petah Tikva, Israel, and 
lead author of the study, 
told Reuters Health in an 
email.The World Health 
Organization estimates that 
prostate cancer is among 
the top five leading causes 
of cancer death worldwide. 
Approximately 1 in 7 men 
in the US will be diag-

nosed with prostate cancer 
at some point in their lives, 
with roughly two-thirds 
of these cases found be-
tween the ages of 55-74. 
According to the National 
Cancer Institute, more than 
29,000 American men will 
die from prostate cancer in 
2013. Likewise, the World 
Health Organization es-
timates that 347 million 
people worldwide have 
diabetes, and that it will be 
the seventh leading cause of 
death by 2030.

According to the US 
Centres for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, more 
than 25 million Americans 
are affected by diabetes and 
over one-quarter of people 
older than age 65 have the 
disease. How metformin 
would work in someone 
with prostate cancer but 
without diabetes is un-
known, however. Margel’s 
research team is planning a 
randomized controlled trial 
to see if metformin also 
improves prostate cancer 
outcomes for non-diabetic 
men. “Metformin is cheap, 
safe and has minimal side 
effects among patients 
without diabetes and there-
fore may be an ideal drug 

for secondary prevention.” 
Margel added. Metformin 
is a first-line medication for 
the treatment of noninsulin 
dependent diabetes. It is 
one of the oldest and cheap-
est oral diabetes medica-
tions, with prices ranging 
from 16 to 83 cents per pill 
for the generic form. The 
most common side effects 
include digestive problems 
and headache.

Using the Ontario Dia-
betes Database and the On-
tario Cancer Registry, the 
researchers identified 3,847 
men who had already been 
diagnosed with diabetes 
before their prostate cancer 
was discovered between 1 
March, 1997 and 31 March, 
2008.The researchers also 
looked at the Ontario Drug 
Benefit Database to deter-
mine length of men’s met-
formin use, as well as other 
diabetes medications and 
statins, which are used to 
control high blood choles-
terol. Then they looked at 
deaths from prostate cancer 
and other causes. The men 
were followed for about 
four and a half years, dur-
ing which time 35 percent 
of them died.

Reuters

Dutch hospital uses Google Glass during 
jaw operation

The hague, 16 Aug—
Surgeons at the Dutch Rad-
boud University hospital 
in Nijmegen used Google 
Glass during a jaw opera-
tion, allowing medical stu-
dents to follow the surgery 
from the doctor’s perspec-
tive, it was announced on 
Thursday.

The aim of the experi-
ment was to see if the eye-
wear had added value for 
students compared with tra-

ditional fixed camera obser-
vations. The hospital is en-
thusiastic about the results. 
“The quality of the images 
was sometimes even better 
than when you would use 
traditional over-the-shoul-
der-camera observations. 
It offers a lot of new possi-
bilities,” Radboud press of-
ficer Marloes de Vink told 
Xinhua.

De Vink said another 
potential advantage of 

Google Glass is “that col-
leagues world-wide can 
watch operations via Sky-
pe in case extra advice is 
needed.” But according to 
the hospital, there was also 
room for improvement. The 
footage collected by Goog-
le Glass was sometimes 
jumpy as surgeons walked 
around. Also, strong light 
in the surgery room had a 
negative impact on image 
quality.

The hospital said it was 
the first time in Europe that 
Google Glass was used to 
take footage during opera-
tions. The hospital plans to 
carry out more research into 
potential applications of 
Google Glass in healthcare. 
The system may also be used 
by home nursing staff so that 
doctors can assess patients 
from a distance.—Xinhua
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UN agencies in N Korea could run out of 
cash in weeks
cies) they are in desperate 
need (of cash), perhaps it 
could probably last a couple 
of weeks, for others maybe a 
couple of months, for others 
maybe three to four months,” 
Ghulam Isaczai, the UN 
resident coordinator in North 
Korea, told Kyodo News in 
an interview while in New 
York. Since the international 
community tightened sanc-
tions against the country for 
carrying out its latest, and 
third, nuclear underground 
test in February, internation-
al agencies and diplomats 
working there have increas-
ingly faced challenges in car-
rying out bank transactions.

“We need money and 
this money comes through 
these banks and therefore 
it has affected the UN sys-
tem and we are now trying 
to find a solution working 
with member states to see 
if we can find a solution to 
our cash problem,” the resi-
dent coordinator explained, 
adding it was the first time 

they have faced such a cash 
crunch.

Senior UN officials, he 
said, have been in contact 
with the US government to 
raise concerns with hopes 
that a “humanitarian exemp-
tion” could be an option.

There are six UN or-
ganizations in North Korea, 
officially known as the Dem-
ocratic People’s Republic of 
Korea, which provide a range 
of assistance from life-saving 
food aid, to agricultural sup-
port and health interventions 
to help the most vulnerable 
populations.

Isaczai, who took up the 
post in May, explained how 
one agency, has “completely 
suspended” its operations to 
keep its office open and run-
ning through the next four to 
six months, but added that 
although the money is run-
ning out, the UN agencies 
are “not going to shut down,” 
as much of the assistance and 
supplies are procured exter-
nally.— Kyodo News

Ghulam Isaczai, UN  
resident coordinator in 

North Korea, is  
interviewed by Kyodo 

News at the UN  
headquarters in New York 

on 15 Aug, 2013.
Kyodo News

New York, 16 Aug—
Facing a serious cash short-
fall, UN agencies operating 
in North Korea are concerned 
their humanitarian work will 
be adversely impacted as 
soon as next month, North 
Korea’s resident coordinator 
said on Thursday.

“For some (UN agen-

Death toll in Egypt crackdown tops 600

Cairo, 16 Aug—The 
death toll in the military 
crackdown on protesters in 
Egypt had reached 638 by 
Thursday night, the Egyp-
tian health ministry said.

Clashes between se-
curity forces and protest-
ers including supporters of 
ousted President Moham-
med Morsi on Wednesday 
left about 4,000 injured, 
according to the ministry.

The clashes prompted 
the government to declare 

a one-month state of emer-
gency for the entire coun-
try and impose a curfew in 
Cairo and elsewhere.

A total of 288 peo-
ple were confirmed dead 
in Cairo’s Nasr City dis-
trict where security forces 
stormed camps of protest-
ers, while 90 died at a sit-in 
camp near the Cairo Uni-
versity campus.

Amid the continuing 
violence in the country, the 
interior ministry on Thurs-

day warned of the use of 
live ammunition against 
attacks on public facilities 
and security forces. Vice 
President and Nobel peace 
laureate Mohamed ElBara-
dei, who had opposed the 
forcible removal of pro-
testers, resigned in protest. 
The protesters were calling 
for Morsi’s reinstatement 
after the military ousted 
Egypt’s first democrati-
cally elected president on 
3 July.—Kyodo News

Flight recorders retrieved 
from UPS cargo jet in  

Alabama
BirmiNgham, (Ala-

bama), 16 Aug—An ini-
tial investigation into the 
wreckage of the UPS cargo 
jet that crashed on approach 
to Birmingham, Alabama’s 
airport has found no evi-
dence of pre-impact fire or 
engine failure, the Nation-
al Transportation Safety 
Board said on Thursday.

The downed plane’s 
cockpit voice and flight 
data recorders were also re-
trieved.

The so-called black 
boxes will be sent to the 
NTSB headquarters in 
Washington for evaluation 
of possible clues about the 
cause of the fiery crash of 
the United Parcel Service 
Inc aircraft in which two 
pilots were killed, Robert 
Sumwalt, a senior NTSB 
official, told a Press confer-
ence in Birmingham.

Sumwalt said the flight 
data and cockpit voice 
recorders were covered 
in debris and plastic that 
melted in the fire and then 
hardened onto them. It took 

three hours to dig them out.
Investigators hoped 

to get them opened later 
Thursday and should know 
by Friday whether the data 
is still good.

“They weren’t made to 
be opened. They’ll have to 
saw into them,” Sumwalt 
said. “We are optimistic we 
will be able to obtain good 
data from those recorders.”

He said there was de-
bris in the engine that was 
apparently sucked in when 
the plane clipped the trees. 
It was “indicative of an en-
gine coming through trees 
and striking dirt,” Sumwalt 
said.

Sumwalt said they also 
would be looking at light-
ing and navigational issues 
that might be involved with 
the runway.

The cargo plane, an 
Airbus A300, clipped trees 
and nearly hit a house be-
fore plowing across about 
200 yards of empty field 
well short of the Birming-
ham-Shuttlesworth Inter-
national Airport, the NTSB 

National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) investi-
gators retrieve the flight voice and data recorders from 
the wreckage of UPS flight 1354 in this handout photo 

taken in Birmingham, Alabama on 15 Aug, 2013.
ReuteRs

has said.
The pilots of UPS flight 

1354 issued no emergency 
or distress calls before the 
plane crashed and burst into 
flames.

UPS identified the two 
crew members as 58-year-
old Carea Beal Jr, a resident 
of Matthews, North Caro-
lina, and Shanda Fanning, 
37, of Lynchburg, Tennes-
see.

Kevin Hiatt, president 
and chief executive of-
ficer of the Flight Safety 
Foundation, an Alexandria, 
Virginia-based interna-
tional watchdog group, said 
Birmingham-Shuttlesworth 
can be tricky to land at be-

cause it is nestled into sur-
rounding hills.

That is especially true 
of Runway 18, which the 
UPS jet was approaching 
when it crashed into a tall 
hill at the north end of the 
airport, said Hiatt. A vet-
eran former Delta Airlines 
pilot, Hiatt said he had 
touched down on the run-
way many times himself.

“It is not a full instru-
ment landing. You have to 
visually fly into that run-
way. Sometimes it takes 
nuance to land there. You 
have to realize that hill is 
there or you could come 
in too low,” Hiatt told  
Reuters.— Reuters

Kevin Rudd unveils special 
development plan for 

northern Australia
CaNBerra, 16 Aug—

Australian Prime Minister 
Kevin Rudd unveiled on 
Thursday his party’s plan to 
drive growth in the largely 
underdeveloped northern 
Australia.

The new plan, named 
Growing the North: A Plan 
for Northern Australia, is 
a three-point strategy to 
develop and diversify the 
economy of northern Aus-
tralia, which straddles a vast 
area across North Queens-
land, the Northern Territory 
and northwest Australia.

It includes a commit-
ment to establish a North-
ern Special Economic Zone 
focusing on the Northern 
Territory to encourage busi-
nesses to expand and to at-
tract new businesses to the 
region.

“My personal objective 
for the territory is it would 
be great to have a company 
tax rate here one-third low-
er than that of the rest of the 
country,” Rudd said.

The special zone 
would begin from 2014 
and be fully operational by 
2018, when the new tax rate 
would kick in.

The plan also pledges 
to build the third stage of 
the Ord River irrigation 
scheme in Western Aus-
tralia, and 20-year growth 
plans for northern hubs 
including Darwin, Cairns, 

Townsville and Mackay to 
increase trade and invest-
ment.

Expanding the Ord Ir-
rigation Scheme Stage 3 
includes 10 million AU 
dollars (9.1 million US dol-
lars) to the Northern Ter-
ritory government to help 
facilitate expansion of the 
scheme from its current 
29,000 hectares to 43,000 
hectares.

This will increase eco-
nomic output in northern 
Australia by an estimated 
150 million AU dollars 
(136.5 million US dollars) 
every year, mainly through 
expanded sugar production 
and agricultural crops.

Rudd’s plan, still sub-
ject to talks with the local 
government and business 
chiefs, was labelled “catch-
up politics” by Opposition 
Coalition leader Tony Ab-
bott, who in June, to ridicule 
by the then- Labour leader-
ship, announced a Coalition 
government would produce 
a white paper on northern 
Australia.

Labour said northern 
Australia has tremendous 
natural advantages. How-
ever development in the 
region has been held back 
by infrastructure shortages, 
high business and living 
costs and a lack of econom-
ic diversity.

Xinhua

China’s chief justice urges stricter discipline
BeijiNg, 16 Aug—

Chief justice Zhou Qiang on 
Thursday called for stricter 
discipline among judges fol-
lowing a scandal involving 
four judges from Shanghai.

Four senior judges were 
removed from the Shanghai 

Municipal Higher People’s 
Court’s judicial committee 
over their alleged hiring of 
prostitutes at a nightclub in 
early August.

Zhou, president of the 
Supreme People’s Court, 
made the remarks at a na-

tional teleconference on dis-
cipline construction.

“The court is ashamed 
at the judges’ disciplinary 
violations,” Zhou said. Zhou 
said people’s courts at all 
levels should be aware of 
problemmes concerning dis-

cipline, corruption and judi-
cial capacity.

He called for people’s 
courts at all levels to manage 
their judges more strictly and 
set up a long-term mecha-
nism for enhanced discipline 
construction.—Xinhua

Supporters of ousted 
Egyptian President 
Mohammed Morsi 
pray at a mosque in 
Nasr City, Cairo, on 

15 Aug, 2013, the 
day after clashes 
between security 

forces and protesters 
in various parts of 

the country left more 
than 500 people 

dead and over 3,700 
injured. The bod-

ies of many victims 
were carried to the 

mosque.
Kyodo News
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Nay Pyi  Taw,  16  
Aug—Low-priced mobile 
SIM cards were sold to 
shopkeepers of markets 
unde r  Nay  Py i  Taw 
Development Committee 
of the Nay Pyi Taw Council 
for the first time. 

The SIM-cards were 
sold to trishaw drivers at 
the office of the Pyinmana 
Township Development 

Committee through lottery-
style sale on 13 August. 

The sale was supervised 
by Pyinmana Township 
Administrator U Hsan Maw, 
Township Development 
Affairs Committee Manager 
Assistant Director U Okkar 
and officials sold 20 SIM 
cards to the drivers by 
lots.—MMAL-Min Min Latt 
(Mandalay University)

Mobile SIM cards sold to 
vendors, drivers

Aunglan, 16 Aug—
Outstanding students who 
passed matriculation exam 
in 2012-2013 academic year 
in Aunglan were awarded 
at the hall of No (1) Basic 
Education High School in 
Aunglan Township on 8 
August.

The ceremony was 
organized by Aunglan 
To w n s h i p  E d u c a t i o n  
Development and Executive 
Committee. 

It was attended by 
the Aunglan Township 
Administrator, the Township 
Education Officer, high/
middle school headmaster/
headmistress, standing 
s tudents ,  members of 
School Board of Trustees, 
executives of Parent  Teacher 
Association, patrons of 
To w n s h i p  E d u c a t i o n  
Development Committee, 
Chairman of the committee 
U Myint Kyi (Retired 

Outstanding students 
awarded in Aunglan

To w n s h i p  E d u c a t i o n  
Officer) and donors. 

Distinction winners 
and the schools with highest 
pass rates were awarded 
as well. 

Ma Hnin Ei Lwin, a 
five-distinction winner, 
spoke words of thanks on 
behalf of all the award-
winning students.

MMAL-Kyaw Thet Aung

Bago, 16 Aug—An 
elephant was found without 
tusk killed by poachers in 
Bago Township’s Salu Forest 
Reserve on 12 August. 

 Bago Township Forest 
Department Head U Myo 
Lwin and Veterinarian Dr 
Kyaw Soe and Police Sub-
Inspector Aung Kyaw Htoo 
of Htandawgyi Police Station 
rushed to the scene following 
the report by forester U Thet 
Naing.  

The male elephant died 
with the gunshot wound 
and tusks removed.  The 
veterinarian concluded that 
it died five days ago. 

The forest department 
has filed a lawsuit against the 
poacher(s) at the Htandawgyi 
Police Station.—MMAL-
Thant Zin

Elephant found poached in 
Salu forest reserve 

Tachilek, 16 Aug—
District/Township Anti-
Human Trafficking Team 
led  by  U Win Aung 
accepted four Myanmar 
migrant workers at No 
(1) Friendship Bridge in 
Tachilek in eastern Shan 
State from Thai immigration 
authorities on 13 August. 

T h e  o v e r s t a y e d  
Myanmar workers were 
arrested in a raid in Thailand. 

The  po l ice  cou ld  
confirm that they were 
not trafficked and would 
be handed over to their 
relatives on bail. 

Thailand has handed 
over 6413 workers to 
Myanmar since 19 October, 
2010, to date.—MMAL-
Myinmo (Tachilek)

Thai 
immigration 
authorities 
return four 
overstayed 
Myanmar 

men

Yangon, 16 Aug—A 
Canter truck fell off road 
in front of Steel Factory 
of Myanma Economic 
Corporation in Insein 
Township in Yangon North 

District, Yangon Region, on 
14 August.

The driver lost control of 
the high-speed vehicle bound 
for Shwepyitha Township 
from Insein.

Truck plunges off road in 
Insein Tsp

 The police station 
charged driver Than Lwin 
Oo, 20, of Ve Ve Beverage 
Company with reckless 
driving.

MMAL-Myint Oo (Insein)

Yangon, 16 Aug—
Firefighters save two women 
locked in the elevator in 
45th street in Botahtaung 
Township following an 
electricity outage yesterday 
evening. 

 The elevator remained 
idle even after the electricity 
supply resumed. 

Kyauktada Township 
Fire Brigade sent seven 
firefighters to handle the case 

Two women locked in idle 
elevator

about five minutes later after 
the report to the Region Fire 
Brigade. 

The two ladies locked in 
the elevator were company 
staff from Insein and Dagon 
Myothit (South) Townships. 

T h e  f i r e f i g h t e r s 
recommended the owners 
of the building to replace the 
battery of the ERD system 
of the elevator.—MMAL-Ko 
Gyi Tin

 Bago, 16 Aug—Nutri-
tion week activities were 
launched in the city hall 
in Hanthawady ward in 
Bago in Bago Region on 
7 August. 

Nutrition week launched in Bago
Head of Bago Region 

Health Department Dr 
Nay Myo Ohn elaborated 
on purposes of organizing 
seventh World Breastfeed-
ing Week and Nutrition 
Week activities.

Ferrous tonics and 
Vitamin B1 tablets were 
distributed to the expect-
ant mothers and Vitamin-
A tablets were given to 
under-5 children.

MMAL-Thant Zin  

Education staff appointed
Nay Pyi Taw, 16 Aug—

Pale Township Education 
Office of Monywa District in 
Sagaing Region announced 
the list of over 180 education 
staff on 3 August.

No. 1 Basic Education 
Department  appointed 
24407 educational staff 

and teachers, No. 2 Basic 
Education Department 
2 5 5 7 1  t e a c h e r s  a n d  
education staff and No. 3 
Basic Education Department 
2783, totalling 52761 across 
the nation.

MMAL-Myint Thein Soe 
(Pontaungmyay)

Odd News

HRD

Crime

HRD

Accident
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Yangon bus ride 
It is not the surface of Mars and do not hope to 

see a NASA spacecraft making expeditions despite 
all those gaping holes on it. It just implies you are 
on the streets of Yangon, the holey commercial 
hub of Myanmar. 

Of course you are not on the back of a 
galloping horse. You are just on a bus on the 
streets of Yangon, driving at the terrific speed 
which even the best Formula racing driver like 
Lewis Hamilton would find himself helpless 
with awe. Yes, such amazing driving skills, our 
commuter bus drivers possess and are never 
hesitant to demonstrate them.

Getting on a bus in the rush hour, especially 
in the mornings, is easier said than done. Without 
technique, it is almost impossible, but it is still a 
Hobson’s choice since being late for work means 
deductions from your salary or less seriously long 
lectures from your boss. Nonetheless, commuter 
buses have long been a cohesive force in our social 
relations, no space between commuters when 
packed like sardines.  

To take the specially-modified buses (it is 
quite difficult to call the exact names of hybrid 
reassembled buses here), you would sometimes 
need some acrobatic skills especially when you are 
over 170 cm tall. When you have a seat (though 
it rarely happens) and sit, your knees would lose 
freedom, being confined in narrow space between 
two rows. When you stand, a bow is a must to 
avoid a bump on a galloping bus.          

Meanwhile, fatal road smashes have been 
reduced significantly over the past few months 
thanks to the speed-limiting measure on Yangon 
streets that make sure vehicles are crawling 
and not running on overcrowded streets during 
traffic peak hours. Being cost-effective, it has also 
contributed to job creation, providing hawkers 
with business opportunities at Shwegondaing 
Traffic Lights, Thamine Junction and some 
other places. 

This is the rhythm of the daily life of 
Yangonites, and part of their heartbeats which 
makes them complete. 

Authentic  Abhidhamma Teaching in Theravâda 
Buddhism 

By Venerable 
Ariyajoti

Abhidhamma is re-
garded as the higher and 
genuine teaching of Lord 
Buddha by Theravâda 
Buddhist. However, not 
all Theravâda Buddhist 
countries give priority to 
the Abhidhamma  com-
paring to Suttanta and 
Vinaya as the Teaching 
of Lord Buddha except in 
Myanmar. The obvious 
reluctant of Abhidhamma 
teaching can be seen in the 
modern Buddhist scholars’ 
writings such as David Ka-
lupaha, a Srilankan scholar 
and so on. Is there not any 
reason behind that why 
only Myanmar Buddhist 
gives special attention to 
the Abhidhamma but not 
other countries?  It is be-
lieved that Myanmar peo-
ple regard Abhidhamma as 
higher teaching because 
of the following reasons: 
firstly, Abhidhamma teach-
ing is difficult to under-
stand; however, due to the 
guidance of the learned 
monks in Myanmar even 
the lay people can access 
the teaching without any 
difficulty. Secondly, the 
teaching of Abhidhamma 
discusses the ultimate real-
ity, being a Buddhist, it is 
essential to understand the 
ultimate reality for those 
who want to be free from 
the suffering of birth and 
death. Someone might ask, 
whether other Buddhists 
want to be free from the 
suffering of birth and death 
or not? It is assumed that 
most of the Buddhist wants 
to realize Nibbâna; never-
theless, in order to be free 
from suffering, a Buddhist 
does not require to under-
stand all the Abhidhamma 
teaching (or texts). In terms 
of higher teaching, Ther-
avâda Buddhist regarded 
the Abhidhamma as noble 
teaching. Therefore, to 
understand and know the 
noble teaching is highly 
beneficial. 

The interpretation of 
Abhidhamma differs from 
scholars to scholars. It is 
so called Abhidhamma 
because it explained much 
more detailed and analyti-
cal way which is the com-
mon interpretation from 
the Southern Buddhism’s 
(Theravâda) perspective. 
Furthermore, the Chinese 
interpretation of Abhid-
hamma is “great dharma, 
peerless, excellent dharma, 
and the study about dharma 

or facing dharma” (Gal-
mandgoda, Sumanapala, 
An Introduction to Ther-
avâda Abhidhamma, 7). 
The following interpreta-
tions are also interpreted 
by the Abhidhammikas 
that  the “Âbhidharma is 
able to investigate and 
discriminate the charac-
teristics of phenomena 
thoroughly”.  According to 
Vasumitra, Sarvastivadin 
scholar that it is expounded 
from the Sûtra.(Loc.cit.).In 
Pârúva’s understanding  of 
Abhidhamma seems to be a 
closer understanding of the 
Theravâda Abhidhamma; 
it is so called Abhidharma 
because it is ultimate, 
excellent and infallible 
wisdom (Loc.cit.). Not 
only the above meanings 
defined by the Abhidham-
mikas, there are also more, 
nevertheless, it is not going 
to illustrate further. 

The modern scholars 
usually hesitate, how the 
teaching of Abhidhamma 
can be decided as the 
genuine teaching of Lord 
Buddha. Did the Buddha 
really visit  Tavatimsa and 
preach Abhidhamma to 
his former mother who is 
now devaputta?  Why the 
Buddha needed to go to 
Tavatimsa to preach Abhid-
hamma? It will emphasise 
on some of the fundamental 
reasons whether it proves 
or not regarding the Bud-
dha’s preaching of Ab-
hidhamma in deva realm. 
While Buddha preached the 
first sermon of dhamma-
cakkapavattanasutta and 
the commentary of Sîhas-
utta states that “among the 
five disciples however, 
only Aññâsikondaññathera 
with eighteen crores of 
Brahmas attained first 
path and fruition knowl-
edge” (Samyutta Nikâya 
Atthakatthâ, 2.261). This 
statement is the evident 
that the number of devas 
and brahmas is higher in 
terms of attainment of  path 
and fruition knowledge 
as comparing  to human 
beings. 

That is one of the rea-
sons it is recorded that the 
Buddha preached the Ab-
hidhamma teaching in the 
Tavatimsa heaven. Second 
reason is that Buddha chose 
to teach Abhidhamma in the 
deva realm rather than in 
the human realm is because 
it has to be expounded 
in a complete picture of 

Abhidhamma  teaching 
from the beginning to end 
to the same audience in a 
single session. Since the 
full exposition of the Ab-
hidhamma requires three 
months, only devas and 
Brahmas could receive it 
in unbroken continuity, for 
they alone are capable of 
remaining in one posture 
for such a length of time” 
(Bhikkhu,  Bodhi,  A Com-
prehensive Manual of Ab-
hidhamma, 10). The final 
reason is that every Buddha 
to be  has to preach dhamma 
to the devaputta’s mother 
who was the former mother 
in the human realm, for 
repaying gratitude is con-
sidered as the law (dham-
matâ) of the Buddhas. 
Through the assumption 
of the preaching dhamma 
in the Tavatimsa realm to 
Devas and Brahmas head-
ed by devaputta(former 
Bodhisatta’smother) and 
the records of preaching 
Abhidhamma seems to 
match that Lord Buddha 
taught it  in the deva realm. 

Abhidhamma teaching 
in the deva realms seems as 
a mystery for others. Why 
it is so? Is it impossible 
for Buddha? Mahâniddesa 
explains plainly that the  
Buddha’s return from Ta-
vatimsa heaven after he had 
preached the Abhidhamma 
(Mahâniddesapâli, 352). 
Moreover, Vimânavatthu 
and Petavatthu also re-
marked many events about 
Mahâmoggallana visited in 
the deva realms, brahma 
realms, and even in hell. 
Venerable Mahâmoggal-
lana, who was the disciple 
of Lord Buddha capable 
to travel from realms to 
realms, why is it impossible 
for the Buddha. He is the 
teacher of deities and hu-
man beings (satthâ-devâ-
manussânam). Due to Lord 
Buddha’s responsibility 
to teach Dhamma to all 
beings according to their 
fulfillment of perfection 
(pâramî), he preached the 
Abhidhamma in the Tava-
timsa heaven. In fact, it is 
not beyond the possibility 
of Lord  Buddha to  preach 
Abhidhamma in the deva 
realm.

Modern scholars think 
Abhidhamma  teaching 
did not exist during the 
Buddha’s time which agi-
tates  many Theravâda 
Buddhists. Nyanponika 
states that the Sautrântikas 

regarded only Suttanta and 
VinayaPimaka as canoni-
cal texts but not the Abhid-
hamma  (Nyanaponika,  
Abhidhamma Studies, 13). 
The reason why the schol-
ars say it does not exist 
is because of the subject 
matters (viz. aggregate, 
base, element, etc.) which 
discussed in Abhidhamma 
also found in the Suttanta 
Pitaka. In addition, Ab-
hidhamma occurs in the 
Suttanta Pitaka of several 
early recessions,  moreo-
ver, Watanabe states, Bud-
dha’s own disciples formed 
the conception of Abhid-
hamma as an elementary 
philosophical study that 
attempted to define, ana-
lyse, and classify dhammas 
and to explore their mutual 
relation (Bhikkhu Bodhi 
&Ñânamoli, The Middle 
Length Discourse of the 
Buddha, 1226). In some 
Buddhist traditions vener-
able Sâriputta is regarded 
as the literal author of 
Abhidhamma treatises. (A 
Comprehensive Manual of 
Abhidhamma, 11). Because 
he brought the teaching to 
the human world. Then, 
what is the response from 
the Theravâda literature.
The commentary of Dham-
masa Eganî states that 
“What is known as Ab-
hidhamma is neither the 
province nor the sphere of 
a disciple; it is the province 
of, the sphere of the Bud-
dhas” (Pe Maung, Tin, The 
Expositor,519). Indeed, 
in Mahâgosi  Egasutta 
(Majjhima NikâyaI,32) 
and Gulissânisutta, (MN.
II.,69) clearly stated that 
“the monks discussing on 
Abhidhamma which dem-
onstrates the existence of 
Abhidhamma during the 
lifetime of Lord Buddha.” 
Although the same subject 
matters of Abhidhamma 
discussed in Suttanta Pi-
taka but their explanations 
are not much more detailed 
and do not approach from 
different aspect comparing 
to Abhidhamma teaching. 
Consequently, the opin-
ion of the existence of the 
Abhidhamma is only after 
the passing away of Lord 
Buddha which seems to be 
contrary to the information 
in Tipitaka. 

(See page 9)
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(from page 8)
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f 

Abhidhamma teaching will 
not be clear if it does not 
explain its essence.”Suttanta 
Pitaka provides common 
use (of language) (vohara-
desanâ) ,  Abhidhamma 
Pitaka explains the ultimate 
teaching (paramattha-
desanâ) and VinayaPitaka 
describes about “command” 
(ânâdesanâ) (Pârâjikakand 
-Atthakathâ,I., 17). Is there 
any difference among the 
purpose of Tipitaka? In 
terms of its purpose whether 
Vinaya, Suttanta, or even the 
philosophical Abhidhamma 
Pitaka have the same 
purpose of realising the 
essence of deliverance 
(vimuttirasa). In other 
word, the teaching of Lord 
Buddha is a means (raft) 
for overcoming (crossing) 
the  endless  samsâr ic 
journey of birth and death. 
Buddha’s teaching tells 
how to see thing as they 
really are, such as noting 
the body (kâya), mind 
(citta), feeling (vedanâ), 
and mental object (dhamma) 
with mindfulness. In fact, 

Abhidhamma  teaching 
also does. If Abhidhamma 
discusses about the noting 
of the activity of either the 
mind or body, it means 
indicat ing us  how to 
live with mindfulness. If 
a person is living with 
mindfulness (sati), he could 
be able to abstain from 
arising unwholesome mind 
(akusala-citta). Finally, he 
will be able to eradicate 
all the mental impurities.  
H e n c e ,  A b h i d h a m m a 
teaching coheres its purpose 
with the other two Pitakas. 

Desp i t e  o f  many  
opinions on Abhidhamma 
teaching, but to expound 
without the omniscient 
knowledge (sabbaññuta-
ñânam) of the Buddha 
is impossible.  Because 
T h e r a v â d a  l i t e r a t u r e 
provides the sufficient 
evidence for the existence 
of Abhidhamma. Thus, it is 
assumed that Abhidhamma 
teaching is totally connected 
with the teaching of Lord 
Buddha. Therefore, the 
teaching of Abhidhamma 
is a genuine teaching in 
Theravâda Buddhism. 

President, wife attend 
ceremony to drive stakes…

(from page 1)
M a h a  N a y a k a 
C o m m i t t e e  B h a m o  
Sayadaw Dr Bhaddanta 
Kumarabhivamsa at Sasana 
Beikman near  That ta 
Thattaha Maha Bo Tree 
Pagoda.

Next, members of the 
Sangha recited Parittas. The 
President offered alms to the 

Chairman Bhamo Sayadaw. 
Likewise, Vice-President 
Dr Sai Mauk Kham and 
wife and Vice-President U 
Nyan Tun and wife together 
with those present donated 
offertories to members of 
the Sangha.

Union ministries and 
wellwishers presented K 
2099.4108 million including 

Defence Services (Army, 
Navy and Air) K 180 million 
for construction of religious 
buildings in the venues 
dedicating to the birth 
place of the Buddha-to-be 
and place of the preaching 
Dhammaçakka Sutta.

V i c e - C h a i r m a n  
of State Sangha Maha 

congregation.
The President and party 

drove stakes for construction 
of the birth place of the 
Buddha-to-be, four corners 
of the lake and the site 
for stone inscription and 
planted Sal trees. They also 
drove stakes for the sites 
of Dhammarajika Pagoda, 

the Chief of the General 
Staff (Army, Navy and Air), 
Union ministers, senior 
military officers, deputy 
ministers, members of the 
Nay Pyi Taw Council Area, 
guests and wellwishers.

In Ottarathiri Township 
of Nay Pyi Taw Council Area, 
four Samvejaniya places 
are under construction. Of 
them, Bodh Gaya replica 
Thatta Thattaha Maha Bo 
Tree Pagoda has been built 
successfully.

A t  t h e  t o d a y ’ s 
ceremony, stake was driven 
for construction of Lumbini 

Sal Plantation, Bodh Gaya, 
Migadawon Wood where 
the Lord Buddha preached 
Dhammaçakka Sutta and 
Kusinayon. The Buddhist 
people who are unaffordable 
to visit the four Samvejaniya 
places in India and Nepal 
will get easy access to the 
same venues at home soon.

Those  wishing  to  
donate cash to the funds 
for construction of more 
religious edifices may 
contact  Nay Pyi Taw 
Council and Nay Pyi Taw 
Development Committee.

MNA

N a y a k a  C o m m i t t e e 
Manawhari  Monastery 
Sayadaw Agga Maha 
Saddhamma Jotikadhaja 
Bhaddanta  Kusala  of 
Hleseik Model Village in 
Htantabin Township of 
Yangon Region delivered 
a sermon and shared merits 
gained together with the 

D h a m m e k h a  P a g o d a ,  
Nandiya Monastery and 
Asoka Monument.

Also present on the 
occasion were the Chief 
Justice of the Union, the 
Chairman of the Union 
Election Commission, the 
Deputy Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services, 

Authentic  Abhidhamma …

President U Thein Sein drives a stake at Bodh 
Gaya replica Thatta Thattaha Maha Bo Tree Pa-

goda.—mna 

Vice-President Dr Sai Mauk Kham drives a stake 
at Bodh Gaya replica Thatta Thattaha Maha Bo 

Tree Pagoda.—mna 
Vice-President U Nyan Tun driving a stake at 

Bodh Gaya replica Thatta Thattaha Maha Bo Tree 
Pagoda.—mna 

Publication of the actions of ministries concerned regarding the 
suggestions made to Public Service Capacity Assessment Committee
1. Regarding the phrase “bill can be paid either in USD 

and FEC” on business-purpose electricity bill notice, 
the Ministry of Electricity and Ministry of Finance 
explained that the Ministry of Electricity in its 
electricity bill notices demands the foreign companies, 
foreign missions, joint ventures with foreigners and 
residences of foreign houses to pay the electricity bill 
in US dollars and FEC, but after the Central Banks has 
announced the launch of FEC abolishment programme 
announced in newspapers, the word FCE has been 
excluded from the bill since April 2013. 

2. Regarding the suggestion, the Ministry of Finance, in 
response to the instruction of the Union government to 
all Union ministries and all region/state governments 
to collect, pay, receive and hand over the taxes in 
local currency Kyat as of 1-7-2013, instructed the 
Myanma Foreign Trade Bank to allow the ministries/
organizations to put their received foreign currency 
into their respective accounts without examining the 
relevant documents before the Union government’s 
instruction could be followed. In paying bill for 
business-purpose electricity use, it can be paid in Kyats 
and if it is to be paid in foreign currency from abroad, 
it can be done so according to account transfer. 

3. Regarding the letter that says the imposition of pre-
income tax for exports is making things difficult for 

businessmen and thus it is suggested that 2 per cent 
income tax should be deducted from the sale revenues 
put into exporter’s account by the buyer on depending 
on the currency exchange rate of the day on which the 
buyer pay money for the goods he buys, the Ministry 
of Finance explained as follows:
(a)For exports, the date for the 2 per cent pre-income 

tax is set the date of shipment and for imports, it is 
the date of custom clearance at Customs Department. 
If the goods are exported from Yangon Port and 
Airport, the tax is to be paid at Companies’ Revenue 
Department, if it is from Mandalay Airport, the tax 
is to be paid at the office of the head of Pyigyidagun 
Township Internal Revenue Department, if it is of 
border trade, the tax is to be paid at branches of 
Myanma Economic Bank concerned taking out 
receipt from OSS concerned. For specific conditions, 
the authorities concerned still accept the tax by 
crossed-cheques. For imports, tax is to be paid 
together with customs duty at the customs department 
upon clearance. 

(b)The procedure for paying pre-income tax for exports 
from Yangon Port and Airport is to take out form at 
the office, No.33/12 in middle block of 36th Street 
showing ED Form of Revenues Department and  
                        (See page 10)
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Talks on 
anti-human 
trafficking, 
population 
and census 

taking given
Myeik, 16 Aug—Talks 

on prevention against traf-
ficking in person, population 
and households, and taking 
census were disseminated 
at No 16 Basic Education 
Post-Primary School in 
Kyaungnge Ward in Myeik 
on 14 August afternoon.

It was attended by local 
people, teachers and mem-
bers of the School Board of 
Trustees, totalling about 75.

IP Han Thein of An-
ti-Human Trafficking Police 
Force (Section) (Myeik) 
explained prevention against 
trafficking in person, anti-hu-
man trafficking law, and 
the victim who fell under 
human trafficking due to job 
opportunities and persuation 
of money.

Staff Officer Daw Hla 
Hla Htay of Myeik District 
Information and Public Rela-
tions Department population 
and households, census and 
purpose of taking census and 
then distributed pamphlets to 
the attendees.

Kyemon-Myeik Dis-
trict IPRD

Photo: Zaw Myo Naing
Vitamin-A fed to children under five 

to mark nutrition week activity
kyunsu, 16 Aug—The 

nutrition week campaign was 
launched for the second week 
activity at Township People’s 
Hospital  in Kyunsu Town-
ship at 10 am on 14 August.

At first, Head of Town-
ship Health Department Dr 
Phone Han, nurses and health 
staff members fed vitamin-A 

and refreshment.
As part of the second 

week activity of the nutrition 
week, a ceremony to give 
vitamin-A tablets to children 
under five from four wards of 
Kyunsu was held at Kyunsu 
Township People’s Hospital.

Kyemon-Township IPRD; 
Photo: Yan Naing Tun

Iodized salt 
checked 
at Hopin 

Development 
Market

Hopin, 16 Aug—Med-
ical officer-in-charge Dr 
Thein Aung of Hopin 
Sub-Township Health De-
partment and health person-
nel, Engineer U Kyaw  Zin 
Naing Myint of Sub-Town-
ship Development Affairs 
Committee, in-charge of 
the market U Thein Lwin, 
members of Sub-Township 
Maternal and Child Welfare 
Association and Women’s 
Affairs Organization in-
spected content of iodine in 
salt at the shops at the market.

Kyemon-Toe Toe May

Departmental personnel observe  
systematic production of maize seeds

Taunggyi, 16 Aug—A 
team led by Taunggyi Town-
ship Administrator U Zaw 
Myint Thein visited cultiva-
tion and production of 888 
hybrid maize seeds by CP 
Company from Thande Vil-
lage in Thande Village-tract 
in Taunggyi Township on 
14 August.

At first, Township Ad-
ministrator U Zaw Myint 
Thein explained the purpose 
of observation. Responsible 
persons of the company 
conducted them round on 
production process of maize 
seeds.

Thanks to the assistance 
of the company, the local 
people can produce 2000 
viss of maize seeds per acre.

As a result, the local 
maize growers are noy enjoy 
better livelihoods, using 
quality maize seeds and 
agricultural technology. The 
local farmers should apply 
good agricultural patterns, 
said village elder U Kyaw 
Zaw. The excursion team 
comprised township level 
officials and local author-
ities.

Kyemon-Naing Win 
Tun (Taunggyi)

Traffic rules 
explained

gyobingauk, 16 Aug—
Under the supervision of 
Commander of Zigon Town-
ship Police Force Police 
Major Kyaw Aung of Thay-
awady District in Bago Re-
gion, IP Zaw Lin Han and 
party helped teachers and 
students led by Headmaster 
U Aye Kyaw of Basic Edu-
cation High School in Zigon 
Township for prevention 
against traffic accidents at 
school time on11 August.

Kyemon-Thwin Hset

Workshop on control of malaria  
vaccine resistence organized in Myeik

Myeik, 16 Aug—At 
Myeik District Health De-
partment, the malaria vaccine 
resistence control workshop 
was attended by depart-
mental officials, NGOs and 
INGOs.

At first, Head of Myeik 
District Health Department 
Dr Kyaw Zin made a speech.

Leader of Taninthayi 
Region malaria control team 
Dr Tin Tun Oo explained 
participation for the people 
in control of malaria vaccine 
resistence.

Taninthayi Region Field 

Coordinator Dr Tin Soe Moe 
of WHO discussed the plan 
for control of malaria vaccine 
resistence and coordination 
and cooperation tasks.

Those present partici-
pated in discussion on ma-
laria vaccine resistence and 
cooperation.

Kyemon-Myeik District 
IPRD; Photo: Khaing Htoo

Advance tailoring 
course, domestic 

science course 
conclude in Hkamti

HkaMTi, 16 Aug—The advanced tailoring course  
No 6/2013 and the basic domestic science course No 7/2013 
concluded at Hkamti Women’s Vocational Training School 
on 9 August.

Officials presented certificates to 67 trainees.
Kyemon 

(from page 9)
  copy of company registration and pay 

at Myanma  Economic Bank Branch-1 in 
person. Regarding those who could not pay 
in person, the bank still accepts the tax by 
crossed-cheques. Regarding those who do 
not want to pay the 2 per cent pre-income 
tax separately for separate business deals, 
he can pay for all depending the volume of 
goods he is going to export and the amount 
is deducted every time he exports.    

(c) Two percent of the foreign currency 
deposited into the bank was collected 
as the income tax in advance before the  
issuance of Order No. 148/2012. There 
was tax collection for taxpayers from 
the changes in the rate of notifications 
and collection from the tax-exempted 
taxpayers. As it had no full effect on the 
border trade but it had full effect on the 
ordinary trade activities, it harmed the 
competitiveness in the market.

(d)  The respective department has made 
it cleared that it would not change 2% 
tax rate but it would rather amend the 
procedures to lessen delays in the taxation. 

4. The Ministry of Finance made the following 
conclusions over the recommendations to increases 
tax for wheat powder as the entrepreneurs face 
losses as the tax rate of wheat seed is 5%:-

Publication of the actions of 
ministries concerned regarding …

(a)  All the imported goods are being taxed as 
mentioned in the table in Section-4 of the 
Commercial Tax Law of Internal Revenue 
Department. As the wheat seeds and raw 
and fine wheat powders are the goods in 
Table (1), meaning they will not be taxed 
for sale and purchase inside the country. 
They would be taxed 5% only when they 
are imported.

(b) If the tax rate for wheat power is raised to 
a non-trade tax level, they will have to pay 
the taxes for both imports and sale inside 
the country at the increased rate. 

(c)  A c c o r d i n g  t o  M y a n m a  R e v e n u e 
Table (2012) by the Internal Revenue 
Department, the wheat seed with outer 
shell is ranked in HS Code 1001.11.00 
and 1001.91.00 in HS Chapter (10) and 
levied 0% tax on it and the wheat seed 
without outer shell is ranked in HS Code 
1104.19.90 and the wheat powder in HS 
Code 1101.00.10 and levied 5% tax. 

5.    The import of the wheat seed with outer shell 
will be taxed 0%. So, there is no need to increase 
the tax and there is no loss by the entrepreneurs. 
Two different tax rates for the import and local 
trade of the same commodity could not be levied 
so that the balance in the tax structure could be 
maintained and the market would be stable. 

6.  If there arise any disagreements and questions, 
one could report to the Public Service Capacity 
Assessment Committee. 

 Public Service Capacity Assessment Committee

Labour Department, Center for Vocational 
Training sign MoU

TaninTHayi, 16 Aug—
Ministry of Labour, Em-
ployment and Social Security 
and Center for Vocational 
Training (CVT Myanmar) 
(Switzerland-based INGO) 
held a signing ceremony 
of construction of training 

centre and conducting theo-
retical and practical training 
courses, on-job training 
courses, modern technolo-
gy and vocational training 
courses, at the ministry, 
here,  today.

Deputy Minister for 

Labour, Employment and 
Social Security U Htin Aung 
delivered an address.

Director-General U 
Myo Aung of Labour De-
partment and Dr Karl Kiser 
of CTV Myanmar signed 

the MoU.
The MoU signing cer-

emony was aimed at con-
ducting vocational courses 
for enhancement of workers’ 
skills, creating job opportu-
nities and developing human 
resources of the Myanmar 
youths.

MNA
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Seoul, 16 Aug—South 
Korea proposed to North Ko-
rea on Friday that Red Cross 
officials of the two sides meet 
on 23 August to discuss re-
unions of families separated 
by the 1950-53 Korean War, 
according to South Korea’s 
Unification Ministry.

The South’s offer to 
hold the talks at the truce 
village of Panmunjeom 
was conveyed to the North 
through a channel at Pan-
munjeom earlier Friday.

It follows up on Presi-
dent Park Geun Hye’s offer, 
made on Thursday, to hold 
additional rounds of tempo-
rary reunions of families.

In a speech marking the 

Tokyo, 16 Aug—The 
operator of the crippled 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant said on Thurs-
day it started pumping up 
more groundwater from 
the site with new vacuum 
pumping equipment to pre-
vent radioactive water from 
flowing into the adjacent 
Pacific Ocean.

Tokyo Electric Power 
Co plans to install a total 
of 28 pipes underground 
at 2-metre intervals along 
the coast. Groundwater is 
pumped up through the 
4.6-metre-long pipes and 
TEPCO started to use the 
first one at around 11:30 am 
on Thursday.

Phnom Penh, 16 Aug 
— Cambodia’s opposition 
leader Sam Rainsy on Friday 
reiterated his call for the es-
tablishment of an independ-
ent committee to look into 
the widespread allegations of 
irregularities during the poll 
last month which the ruling 
party of long-serving Prime 
Minister Hun Sen won.

Speaking to reporters 
in front of the Phnom Penh 
International Airport upon 
his arrival from the United 
States, Sam Rainsy, presi-
dent of the Cambodia Na-
tional Rescue Party (CNRP), 
said that an independent 
committee must be estab-
lished to investigate irregu-
larities during the national 
poll on 28 July, or the poll 
results would not be recog-
nized.

“Definitely, I believe 
that the committee will be 
set up because no one will 
recognize any government 
standing from fake election,” 

kaThmandu, 16 Aug—
Nepal’s Election Commis-
sion on Thursday decided 
to restart the already closed 
voter registration works for 
a short period of seven days 
from 17 to 23 August target-
ing the upcoming legislative 
election.

“We have reopened vot-
er registration on the condi-
tion that it will not affect the 
already declared date of the 
second Constituent Assem-
bly election on 19 November 
this year,” Bir Bahadur Rai, 
the Commission’s spokes-
person, told Xinhua.

The decision, signed by 
all five commissioners, came 
after requests from various 

Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo 
Abe bows during 

a memorial 
ceremony 

marking the 
68th anniversary 

of Japan’s 
surrender in 

World War II, 
held at Nippon 
Budokan hall 
in Tokyo on 

15 Aug, 2013.
Kyodo News

TEPCO starts pumping out more 
groundwater to stop flow into sea

TEPCO is expected 
to finish installing all the 
pipes on Sunday, which 
will increase the amount 
of removed groundwater 
to about 70 tons a day. The 
water, once pumped out, 
will be transferred to an un-
derground tunnel connected 
to the No 2 reactor turbine 
building.

After the government 
announced an estimate 
last week that about 300 
tons a day of contaminated 
groundwater may be flow-
ing into the sea from the 
plant, TEPCO on Friday 
started collecting some 
groundwater from a well it 
has created as an emergen-

cy measure.
Operating the vacuum 

pumping system is another 
measure TEPCO has de-
cided to take to address 
the leakage of radioactive 
water. A massive amount 
of radioactive water is ac-
cumulating at the plant as 
a result of continuing water 
injections into the Nos 1 
to 3 reactors that suffered 
meltdowns in the midst of 
the nuclear crisis, triggered 
by a huge earthquake and 
tsunami on 11 March, 2011.

Groundwater penetra-
tion is also leading to an 
increase in the total amount 
of polluted water.

Kyodo News

S Korea proposes 
inter-Korean talks on 

family reunions next week
68th anniversary of libera-
tion from 35 years of Japa-
nese colonial rule, Park said, 
“I ask North Korea to open 
the door of its mind for sepa-
rated families to hold reun-
ions on the occasion of the 
Chuseok.”

Chuseok, which is Ko-
rean Thanksgiving Day, 
falls on 19 Sept. The two 
Koreas have held more than 
a dozen rounds of reunions 
for separated families since 
a landmark summit in June 
2000, bringing together more 
than 20,000 family members 
who had not seen each other 
since the war. But none have 
been in recent years due to 
strained ties.—Kyodo News

A staff member stirs raw materials used to make Shanxi mature vinegar at Donghu 
Vinegar Garden in Taiyuan, capital of north China’s Shanxi Province, on 15 Aug, 
2013. Donghu Vinegar Garden is a theme museum displaying a unique technology 
of making Shanxi mature vinegar. With over 3,000 years of history, Shanxi mature 

vinegar, one of the four famous vinegar in China, is made from sorghum, barley and 
other raw materials. The whole making process of such vinegar is of purely natural 

fermentation without any chemical catalysts.—XiNhua

JakarTa, 16 Aug—In-
donesian President Susilo 
Bambang Yudhoyono said 
on Friday that 12 political 
parties and 3 local parties 
in Aceh are to participate 
in the legislative and pres-
idential elections in 2014. 
President Yudhoyono 
stressed that he would not 
take part in the poll after 
his second term end.

“We hope there will 
be a change and continuity 
after the presidential elec-
tion,” Yudhoyono said on 
his annual speech at the 
parliament building ahead 
of anniversary of Indone-
sia’s Independent Day on 
17 August.

On parliamentary 
polls, the president said 
that 560 members of new 
parliament would be elect-
ed. “We expect political 
parties to use the polls in 
2014 as a moment to boost 
the quality of democracy 
in the country,” said Yud-
hoyono.—Xinhua

12 parties 
to take  
part in 

Indonesia’s 
2014 polls

Nepal’s Election Commission resumes 
voter registration for seven days

quarters to do so. Earlier, the 
voter enrollment task ended 
on 15 July, after 12.3 million 
voters were registered across 
Nepal for the upcoming elec-
tion.

From this time onward, 
Nepal is introducing voter 
ID cards with digital records, 
so that election fraud and the 
number of duplicate voters 
could be reduced.

Around 4 million voters 
are not estimated to have not 
yet registered as compared to 
the last legislative election in 
2008. But all these missing 
voters are not expected to 
register, as a number of them 
are either fake voters or have 
already gone abroad.

“We are giving one 
more chance to those pro-
spective voters, who have 
not shown interest in regis-
tering themselves before July 
15,” said Rai, adding that a 
voter of one district can reg-
ister in the election office of 
another district, but has to 
cast his or her vote in one’s 
own district.

On Saturday, the Com-
mission will open all its 75 
district offices to register 
the missing voters again, 
said Rai. For this election, 
any Nepali citizen who has 
reached 18 years of age by 
15 July this year has been 
considered eligible to cast his 
or her vote.—Xinhua

Performers from 
Chamber Ballet 
Taipei rehearse 
Swan Lake in 

Taipei, southeast 
China’s Taiwan, 
on 15 Aug, 2013. 

An adapted version 
of Swan Lake by 
Chamber Ballet 

Taipei will be shown 
here for three 

consecutive days 
from 16 August 

XiNhua

Cambodia opposition reiterates call 
for independent poll probe committee

he answered a reporter’s 
question.

The National Election 
Committee (NEC) released 
initial official results on 
Monday, showing that the 
ruling Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP) of Prime Min-
ister Hun Sen got 3.23 mil-
lion votes and the CNRP of 
Sam Rainsy received 2.94 
million votes. The CPP cal-
culated that with its 3.23 mil-
lion votes, it won 68 seats of 
the 123 parliamentary seats, 
while the CNRP, with its 2. 
94 million votes, got the re-
maining 55 seats.

This victory would al-
low Hun Sen, who has ruled 
the country for 28 years, to 
continue to stay in power for 
another five years.

But the CNRP rejected 
the results, claiming that its 
party should win 63 seats, 
with the CPP getting the re-
maining 60 seats if an inde-
pendent committee is formed 
to investigate and resolve 

poll irregularities.
“The whole world 

knows that CNRP won the 
election and the whole world 
would help CNRP to expose 
the truth,” Sam Rainsy said 
on Friday. “I will demand 
justice for the people.”

Tep Nytha, NEC’s sec-
retary general, said Wednes-
day that there was no need 
to talk about the joint poll 
probe committee as the ini-
tial results had already been 
released.

“No more negotiation 
for the joint committee as 
the temporary results were 
released,” he told Xinhua, 
adding that the final poll re-
sults would be issued on 8 
September. CNRP’s Vice 
President Kem Sokha said 
on Thursday that the party 
would boycott the first par-
liamentary session and call 
for mass protests if an in-
dependent poll probe com-
mittee was still not estab-
lished.—Xinhua
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MINISTRY OF RAIL TRANSPORTATION 
MYANMA RAILWAYS

INVITATION TO OPEN TENDER
1.  Open Tenders are invited for supply of the following items in Euro:
 Sr No. Tender No Description
    1. 15(T)2/MR(E) Spare Parts for Flash Butt Welding Machine and
 2013-2014 Ballast Regulator (166-Items)
    2. 15(T)3/MR(E) Mould and accessories for Turnout PC Sleeper
 2013-2014 (Complete Set)(1:12)-1 Set & (1:8½)-1 Set
    3. 15(T)4/MR(E) -ABS Plastic (58) M.Tons
 2013-2014 -Colour Material (Black) (0.4) M.Ton
 Closing Date & Time - 19.9.2013(Thursday)(12:00)Hour.
2.	 Tender	documents	are	available	at	our	office	starting	from	19.8.2013	 during 
office	hours	and	for	further	detail	please	contact:	Deputy	General	Manager	Supply	
Department, Myanma Railways, Corner of Theinbyu Street and Merchant Street, 
Botahtaung,Yangon. Phone:95-1-291985, 291994

Wedding Reception
Mr	and	Mrs.	Kyue	Gin	Lu	(a)	Lu	Ryun	Lain	 
the honour of your presence at the marriage 

of their daughter 
Cho Cho Win (a) Angle Lu 

To
Son	of	Mr	and	Mrs.	George	Mg	Aye	

Alphonso Aye 
on Thursday, 8th August 2013 

By
Rev. Dr. Mahn Rolly Ei

(Senior Pastor)
B.Th;B T.S: M.Div:

D.Min:D.D;D.Th;Ph.D
Pwo Kayin Baptist Church,

Thamaing Kawe Chan,
Mayan	Gone	Tsp,	Yangon.

Claims Day NotiCe
mV thuaN my Voy No (-)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV thuan My 
VOY NO (-) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 18.8.2013 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of s.p.w(5) where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byel-
aws and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: m/s rk shippiNg & traDiNg  
pte ltD  

phone No: 256924/256914

Claims Day NotiCe
mV toNg CheNg 701 Voy No (-)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV tong Cheng 

701 VOY NO (-) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 18.8.2013 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of h.p.t where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: m/s fortuNe shippiNg ageN-
Cy pte ltD  

phone No: 256924/256914

Claims Day NotiCe
mV miNDoro Voy No (140)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV Mindoro 
VOY NO (140) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 18.8.2013 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of m.i.p.l where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: toko kaiuN kaisha ltD  
phone No: 256924/256914

Claims Day NotiCe
mV taN biNh-28 Voy No (-)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV taN biNh-28 
VOY NO (-) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 17.8.2013 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of s.p.w(13) where it will lie at the 
consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: m/s rk shippiNg & traDiNg 
pte ltD  

phone No: 256924/256914

Claims Day NotiCe
mV Neshat Voy No (006)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV neshat Voy 
NO (006) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 17.8.2013 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of m.i.t.t where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: m/s laND & sea logiCtiCs  
phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Claims Day NotiCe
mV thai biNh-28 Voy No (-)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV thai biNh-28 
VOY NO (-) are hereby notified that the vessel will be 
arriving on 18.8.2013 and cargo will be discharged into 
the premises of b.s.w(1) where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: m/s g liNk express pte ltD  
phone No: 256924/256914

Claims Day NotiCe
mV siNar bima Voy No (165)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV sinar biMa 
VOY NO (165) are hereby notified that the vessel will 
be arriving on 17.8.2013 and cargo will be discharged 
into the premises of h.p.t where it will lie at the con-
signee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws 
and conditions of the port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am 
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now 
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo 
from the Vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after 
the Claims Day.

shippiNg ageNCy DepartmeNt 
myaNma port authority 

ageNt for: m/s samuDera shippiNg 
liNes  

phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Visitors take a close look 
at the model of Air Force 
One during its unveiling 
ceremony at the Richard 

Nixon Library & Museum 
in Yorba Linda, California, 

on 13 Aug, 2013. A new 
exhibition featuring a 1/20 
scale, 7 feet model of Air 

Force One SAM 26000 was 
opened here on Tuesday. 

Air Force One SAM 26000 
was the plane on which 

former US President Nixon 
flew around the world.

Xinhua

Egypt sends rain, flood relief  
to Sudan

Khartoum, 16 aug 
— two Egyptian military 
planes on wednesday land-
ed in the sudanese capi-
tal of Khartoum, carrying 
relief supplies for people 
affected in recent rain and 
floods in the country.

the planes brought 25 
tons of shelter materials and 
food that the Egyptian gov-
ernment provided for the 

sudanese victims.
Egyptian interim presi-

dent adly mansour earlier 
made a phone call to his 
sudanese counterpart omar 
al-bashir, reiterating his 
country’s support for the 
sudanese people in their 
effort to cope with the dis-
aster.

heavy rain and floods 
hit a wide range of areas 

in sudan, resulting in 42 
deaths and collapse of thou-
sands of houses, according 
to the latest statistics of the 
sudanese Civil Defence 
authority.

the sudanese Me-
teorological authority 
forecasted that heavy rain 
would hit most part of the 
country again in the com-
ing two days and advised 

the citizens to take precau-
tions against possible ac-
cidents.

in the meantime, the 
water level of most part 
of the Nile’s upper stream 
continues to rise, particular-
ly in the Jabel awliya area 
south of Khartoum, raising 
fears of imminent destruc-
tive floods.

Xinhua
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Once Upon Ay Time In Mumbai Dobaara!
New Delhi, 16 Aug — 

After the stupefying suc-
cess of Farhan Akhtar’s 
Bhaag Milkha Bhaag and 
Shah Rukh Khan’s Chennai 
Express comes the crime 
gangster drama Once Upon 
Ay Time In Mumbai Do-
baara!. Directed by Milan 
Luthria, this much-awaited 
movie features Akshay Ku-
mar, Sonakshi Sinha and 
Imran Khan. 

A sequel to the 2010 hit 
Once Upon Ay Time In Mumbai Dobaara! features 
Sonakshi Sinha, Akshay Kumar and Imran Khan.

movie Once Upon Ay Time 
in Mumbai, Once Upon Ay 
Time In Mumbai Dobaara! 
will commence from where 
the previous one had ended.

As the tagline of Once 
Upon Ay Time In Mum-
bai Dobaara! suggests, this 
movie is all about the per-
sonal tussle between the 
two heroes trying to win 
over their love. 

The movie revolves 
around Shoaib Khan (Ak-

shay Kumar) taking over as 
the reigning don after kill-
ing his predecessor Sultan 
Mirza (Ajay Devgn). De-
spite having extended his 
empire to the Middle East, 
his confidantes comprise 
only of his old-time love 
Mumtaz (Sonali Bendre) 
and Aslam (Imran Khan), 
a youth spotted by him dur-
ing a visit to his old slum.

He takes a liking to a 
rising starlet, Jasmine (So-

nakshi Sinha), which later 
becomes obsession thereby 
leading to a rift between 
Shoaib and Aslam, who 
also vies for Jasmine’s 
love. 

Produced by Ekta Ka-
poor and Shobha Kapoor 
under the Balaji Motion 
Pictures banner, the movie 
will be released across ap-
proximately 2,500 screens 
on 15 August.

PTI

Sridevi was awarded the Padma Shri in 2012. 

Sridevi: Child star to 
Queen Bee

New Delhi, 16 Aug — 
In a film industry of heroes 
who don’t age beyond 30 
and heroines beyond 25, 
comebacks are hard to pull 
off, especially if you are fe-
male and have crossed into 
the twilight zone of 40 plus.

Last year, Sridevi 
changed that by starring as 
a decidedly middle-aged 
homemaker, low on glam-
our and grammar, in Eng-
lish Vinglish. 15 years away 
from the arc-lights have not 
dimmed Sridevi’s talent or 
her star quality and now, 
at 50, she is a bona fide 
star once again, a feat last 
achieved by a 58-year-old 
Amitabh Bachchan whose 
career was resurrected by 
Mohabbatein in 2000.

It all started with 
1967’s Kandan Karunai 
in which a four-year old 
Sridevi starred in Kandhan 
Karunai opposite Tamil 
great Sivaji Ganesan. 

Little Sridevi, who was 
born into a lawyer’s family 
in Sivakasi, then appeared 
in a number of Tamil, Telu-
gu and Malayalam movies. 

Her performance in 
1971’s Poombatta won 
her the Kerala State Film 
Award for Best Child Art-
ist. In 1976, 13-year-old 
Sridevi scored her first role 
as leading lady in Moondru 
Mudichu, opposite two men 
who would become Ta-
mil cinema’s biggest stars 
- Rajinikanth and Kamal 

Haasan. By the time Sridevi 
made her Bollywood debut 
as a leading lady in 1979’s 
Solva Sawan, she was a 
name to reckon with down 
South. Sridevi continued to 
appear in Tamil and Telugu 
cinema well into the Eight-
ies, after becoming a Bolly-
wood superstar.

Solva Sawan, which 
co-starred Amol Palekar 
and flopped at the box of-
fice, was not Sridevi’s first 
Hindi outing. In the hit 
1975 film Julie, Sridevi 
played the heroine’s young-
er sister. 

Her Bollywood break-
through came four years 
after Solva Sawan in 1983 
with Sadma, a remake of 
Moondram Pirai starring 
herself and Kamal Haasan, 
and the blockbuster Him-
matwala opposite Jeeten-
dra. Despite the critical 
acclaim Sadma received, it 
was Himmatwala, with its 
peppy dance number Naino 
Mein Sapna, that made 
Sridevi a star.  In 1986, 
Sridevi appeared in Nagina 
as a shape-shifting snake-
woman, a role that had been 
turned down by many ac-
tresses including Sridevi’s 
reported rival Jaya Prada. 
Nagina was a surprise hit 
and made Sridevi the un-
disputed queen of box of-
fice charts, a position she 
occupied for the rest of the 
Eighties and late into the 
Nineties.—PTI

Aamir Khan’s Dhoom 3 body
MuMbai, 16 Aug — An 

ominously stormy sky, sky-
scrapers, choppers flying in 
the air and a topless man 
watching all this standing 
behind a window — this is 
the first look of the much 
awaited film Dhoom 3. It’s 
dramatic and makes you cu-
rious.

Although the face is 
not visible, the man in the 
poster looks like Aamir 
Khan giving a glimpse of 
his well-toned body, some-
thing which audiences ap-
preciated in his 2008 hit 
Ghajini. He is seen wearing 
a pair of trousers and has 
teamed it up with a hat.

Aamir Khan is playing an antagonist in Dhoom 3.

the third instilment in the 
franchise that started in 
2004 with John Abraham 
playing the villain. Hrithik 
Roshan played the negative 
role in Dhoom 2.

It is reportedly said 
that Aamir has used a lot of 
acrobatic skills to pull off 
heists in the Vijay Krishna 
Acharya directed action 
thriller that also features 
Katrina Kaif as his love in-
terest. 

Abhishek Bachchan 
once again returns to play a 
cop, chasing the super vil-
lain with Uday Chopra as 
his sidekick. 

PTI

The film is scheduled 
for a Christmas release, an 
auspicious time for Aamir’s 
films, and the poster’s tag 

line proclaims: “This year 
will end with a Dhoom”.
The 48-year-old is playing 
an antagonist in Dhoom 3, 

Fox Sports to reach 90 million homes for its 
Saturday debut

los aNgeles, 16 Aug 
— Fox Sports 1, the new 
sports cable channel, will 
reach 90 million homes 
when it goes live on Sat-
urday and will be carried 
by all major TV opera-
tors, the network said on 
Thursday. A top-ranking 
executive of the new cable 
channel, which is owned 
by Rupert Murdoch’s 21st 
Century Fox, also said that 
Fox would consider bidding 
on Thursday night National 

Football League games for 
the new channel should the 
league decide to sell those 
rights.

“We will certainly take 
a look at it,” if a package 
of Thursday night games 
become available, Randy 
Freer, chief operating of-
ficer and co-president of 
Fox Sports’ media group, 
said. “The question is, the 
NFL always comes at a 
pretty hefty price tag. ... 
Can you make it work in a 

way that creates any eco-
nomics for anyone other 
than the NFL?” Freer told 
Reuters on the sidelines of 
Variety’s Sports Entertain-
ment Summit. While the 
NFL Network currently 
has the rights to show most 
Thursday night matchups, 
sports networks and broad-
casters expect the league 
to eventually sell the rights 
to those games, sparking a 
bidding war between me-
dia companies. No other 

programming would help 
Fox Sports 1 grow more 
quickly into a full-fledged 
competitor to ESPN, the 
highly profitable cable 
sports leader owned by Dis-
ney. Consultants estimate 
the rights to those Thursday 
football games could fetch 
more than $1 billion. For 
now, Fox Sports 1 will hit 
TV sets without any NFL, 
unlike ESPN, which has 
the rights to Monday Night 
Football.—Reuters

Cast member Ashton Kutcher poses at the premiere of 
‘’Jobs’’ in Los Angeles, California on 13 Aug, 2013. 

ReuteRs

Ashton Kutcher explores the glamour and glitches 
of Steve Jobs

los aNgeles, 16 Aug 
— Ashton Kutcher may be 
best known for his goofi-
er comedy roles in “That 
‘70s Show” and “Two and 

a Half Men,” but the actor 
takes a rare dramatic turn in 
new film “Jobs” as vision-
ary Apple co-founder Steve 
Jobs. Kutcher, 35, who 

bears a strong physical re-
semblance to a young Jobs 
with his wavy dark hair, 
brown eyes and five o’clock 
shadow, told Reuters that as 
a fan of Jobs’ work, he was 
surprised when learning de-
tails about the Apple CEO’s 
life.

“When I read the 
script, Steve was a guy that 
I really admired, and he was 
not always being shown in 
the best light, and I was a 
little taken aback. I really 
admire who he is and what 
he’s done. I want to in some 
ways protect the legacy of a 
guy that I admire,” Kutcher 
said. “I also had the chal-

lenge of playing a guy who 
very much is still in the zeit-
geist ... I had to play the guy 
that became the guy that 
everybody remembers,” he 
added. “Jobs,” directed by 
Joshua Michael Stern and 
out in theaters on Friday, 
outlines 30 defining years 
of Apple’s co-founder, who 
revolutionized the way peo-
ple listen to music with the 
iPod and home computers 
with the Apple Macintosh. 
Jobs, who helped build 
Apple Inc into one of the 
world’s most recognizable 
brands, died in 2011 aged 
56 after battling pancreatic 
cancer.—Reuters
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‘Big Four’ reach star-studded Cincinnati 
quarters

CinCinnati, 16 Aug 
—Novak Djokovic, Andy 
Murray, Rafa Nadal and 
Roger Federer all picked 
up third round wins at the 
Western and Southern 
Open on Thursday to set 
up a star-studded last eight 
in Cincinnati. The ATP 
Tour’s big four were joined 
in the quarter-finals by 
2009 US Open champion 
Juan Martin Del Potro of 
Argentina, the only other 
man to hoist a grand slam 
trophy since Marat Safin at 
the 2005 Australian Open. 
Djokovic, Murray, Nadal, 
Federer and Del Potro have 
accounted for the last 34 
grand slams and it is just 
the second time this year 
all five have reached the 
last eight of a tournament.

The marquee matchup 
on Friday will see world 
number five and 17-time 
grand slam winner Federer 

take on long-time rival Na-
dal, the world number three.
Nadal, whose grand slam 
resume lists 12 titles, and 
Federer will clash for the 
31st time, adding yet another 
chapter to what will go down 
as one of the sport’s all-time 
great rivalries. Nadal has 

been in superb form coming 
off a win Montreal and ran 
his hardcourt winning streak 
to 12 matches with a 6-2, 
5-7, 6-2 win over Bulgarian 
Grigor Dimitrov on Thurs-
day. “Always play against 
Roger is a special feeling,” 
said Nadal, who has reached 
the finals in 10-of-11 events 
he has entered this season, 
claiming eight titles.

“We have a great his-
tory behind us in our con-
frontations, so it’s another 
quarter-finals.”It’s a special 
one because you’re playing 
against a very special player. 
Our matches were very spe-
cial always. “But, again, it’s 
a quarter-finals match, not 
the final, so that’s a big dif-
ference.” 

Federer, the five-time 
defending champion in Cin-
cinnati, also needed three 
sets to see off evergreen 
German Tommy Haas 1-6, 

7-5, 6-3 as he struggles to 
build some momentum go-
ing into the US Open after 
missing the start of the North 
American hardcourt season 
with a sore back.

In contrast, the world’s 
two top-ranked players, 
Djokovic and Murray, 
cruised into the quarter-
finals with no-nonsense 
straight sets decisions.

Looking to end a run of 
four runner-up finishes on 
the Cincinnati hardcourts, 
world number one Djokovic 
needed just 50 minutes to 
hand Belgian qualifier Da-
vid Goffin a 6-2, 6-0 tennis 
lesson.While Cincinnati has 
been a happy hunting ground 
for Federer, it has been a 
frustrating tournament for 
Djokovic. But if the big Serb 
is the last man standing on 
Sunday he would become 
the first player to complete 
what the ATP Tour has 
dubbed the ‘Career Golden 
Masters’, winning all nine 
World Tour Masters events.

“I played four times (in 
the) finals, so it’s been one of 
the tournaments where I’ve 
performed well actually in 
the last five, six years,” said 
Djokovic. “Never managed 
to take final step and hope-
fully this year I can do so.”I 
have an extra motivation 
and an opportunity to make 
history in this tournament, 
so I’m very inspired to play 
well day after day.”World 
number two Murray was no 
less ruthless, the Wimble-
don champion looking right 

Novak Djokovic of Serbia hits a return to David 
Goffin of Belgium during their men’s singles match at 
the Cincinnati Open tennis tournament in Cincinnati, 

Ohio on 15 Aug, 2013.—ReuteRs

Andy Murray of Britain serves to Julien Benneteau of 
France at the Men’s Cincinnati Open tennis tournament 

in Cincinnati, Ohio on 15 Aug, 2013.—ReuteRs

Rafael Nadal of Spain hits a return ball to Grigor 
Dimitrov of Bulgaria at the Men’s Cincinnati Open 

tennis tournament in Cincinnati, Ohio on 15 Aug, 2013.
ReuteRs

at home as he steamrolled 
Frenchman Julien Benne-
teau 6-2, 6-2 in 69 minutes.
The Scot will be chasing 
his third Cincinnati title as 
he continues to prepare for 
the defense of his US Open 
crown later this month at 
Flushing Meadows.

Djokovic will take on 
top-ranked American John 
Isner in the last eight while 
Murray will meet Czech 
sixth seed Tomas Berdych. 
“You want to try and get 
off quickly because you 
need to play the next day,” 
said Murray. “But also in 
10 days’ time, we’re going 

to have to play best-of-five 
sets, so sometimes the long 
matches can kind of set you 
up for that well. “But in 
terms of winning this event, 
better to get off quick be-
cause you have to play five 
days in a row if you want to 
win.”Seventh seed Del Potro 
battled into the quarter-finals 
with a 6-4, 1-6, 6-4 win over 
Spain’s Feliciano Lopez and 
will meet Russian quali-
fier Dmitry Tursunov, who 
pulled off the upset of the 
day dumping world number 
four David Ferrer of Spain 
6-2, 6-4.

Reuters

Roger Federer of Swit-
zerland hits a return 

ball to Tommy Haas of 
Germany at the Men’s 
Cincinnati Open tennis 
tournament in Cincin-
nati, Ohio on 15 Aug, 

2013.—ReuteRs

Press highlights Argentina 
“wins even without Messi”

Buenos aires, 16 Aug 
—The Argentine national 
soccer team “learned to 
play without (Lionel) Mes-
si and passed the exam” by 
defeating Italy 2-1 in the 
friendly match played in 
Rome, Argentinean Press 
highlighted on Thursday. 
“Without Messi, the na-
tional team stomped its feet 
strong before Italy,” daily 
“Clarin” entitled its front 
page, adding that the team 
led by Alejandro Sabella 
“did not shine but played 

well.”
In the sports section, 

“Clarin” summarized: 
“The day when the team 
learned to play without 
Messi,” adding that “with-
out his biggest star, it 
passed the test of facing a 
big rival.” The sports daily 
“Ole” wrote: “Without 
Messi and the Pope (in the 
stadium), Argentina won 
Italy 2-1 in Rome. Sabel-
la’s team has approved.”

The friendly match 
against Italy was in honour 
of Pope Francis, who is Ar-
gentinean. The match was 
played on Wednesday in 
Rome’s Olympic Stadium, 
with goals scored by Ar-
gentines Higuain at minute 
19 and Ever Banega ( min-
ute 48) and Italian Lorenzo 
Insigne (minute 75).

 Xinhua

of Pope Francis, who is Ar-
gentinean. The match was 
played on Wednesday in 
Rome’s Olympic Stadium, 
with goals scored by Ar-
gentines Higuain at minute 
19 and Ever Banega ( min-
ute 48) and Italian Lorenzo 
Insigne (minute 75).

 Xinhua

Lionel Messi

Greensboro specialist Garcia back in title hunt
GreensBoro, (North 

Carolina), 16 Aug—Sergio 
Garcia’s love-affair with 
Greensboro shows no sign 
of waning, as he proved in 
Thursday’s first round at 
the $5.3 million Wyndham 
Championship. Back at the 
site of his American com-
ing-out-party 15 years ago, 
the Spanish former world 
number two did not record a 
bogey on his way to a five-
under-par 65 at Sedgefield 
Country Club.

“I’m very happy with 

Spain’s Sergio Garcia 
laughs as he stands on 
the 14th green during 

a practice round 
for the 2013 PGA 

Championship 
golf tournament 

at Oak Hill 
Country Club 
in Rochester, 
New York on 
7 Aug, 2013 

file photo. 
ReuteRs

MosCow, 16 Aug—
Ukraine’s Bohdan Bondar-
enko broke a 20-year-long 
Championships record to 
claim the men’s high jump 
title at 2013 IAAF World 
Championships here on 
Thursday. The 23-year-old 
Bondarenko, who will turn 
24 by the end of August, 
cleared 2.41 metres with his 
second attempt to clinch the 

Bondarenko wins men’s high jump gold with Championships record
gold, equalling his world 
leading performance and 
bettering the former Cham-
pionships record of 2.40m 
set by Cuba’s Javier So-
tomayor in 1993 Stuttgart 
worlds.

Bondarenko, wearing 
one red shoe and one yel-
low, also tried to beat So-
tomayor’s world record of 
2.45, set on 27 July, 1993, 

but failed all the three at-
tempts at 2.46m. The 
Ukraine has been enjoying 
a huge progression so far in 
the 2013 season, improv-
ing his personal best by 10 
centimetres. The seventh 
finisher at London Olym-
pics set the world leading 
in Lausanne as he went 
over 2.41m, a height not 
achieved for 19 years. At 

his last competition in Lon-
don just over two weeks ago, 
Bondarenko went well clear 
over 2.38m before two auda-
cious attempts at 2.47m.

Starting at 2.29, Bond-
arenko showed great con-
fidence on Thursday and 
skipped 2.32 and 2.38 before 
leaping over 2.41 with only 
his fourth jump in the even-
ing.—Xinhua

Spain’s Sergio Garcia 
laughs as he stands on 
the 14th green during 

a practice round 
for the 2013 PGA 

Championship 
golf tournament 

at Oak Hill 
Country Club 
in Rochester, 
New York on 
7 Aug, 2013 

file photo. 
ReuteRs

the round and hoping to do 
more of the same tomor-
row,” said Garcia, who 
was among eight play-
ers trailing co-leaders 
Chris Stroud and 
Ross Fisher by 
one stroke. Gar-
cia was an 
18-year-old 
amateur when 
he nearly won a 
secondary PGA Tour 
event at Sedgefield in 
1998, creating head-
lines of his own with 

a third-place finish. The 
Donald Ross course has 

been redesigned since 

then but it clearly remains a 
good fit for the 33-year-old 
Spaniard, a 10-times winner 
on the European Tour. Gar-
cia missed only one green 
in regulation, although that 
statistic disguises that he was 
not entirely happy with a few 
of his approach shots which 
ended up a long way from the 
hole. “I did have some pulls 
with some of my irons but 
other than that I probably feel 
the most comfortable I have 
in the last three weeks,” the 
Spaniard said.— Reuters
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GENERAL

(17-8-2013, Saturday)
6:00 am
1. Paritta By Hilly 

Region Missionary 
Sayadaw

6:20 am
2. Physical Exercise
6:25 am
3. Dance & Song of 

National Races
7:00 am
4. News
7:20 am
5. Business News
7:40 am
6. Teleplay (Health)
8:00 am
7. News
8:25 am
8. India Drama Series
9:00 am
9. News/International 

News
9:20 am
10. Mono Classical Songs
9:45 am
11. Documentary 
10:00 am
12. News
10:15 am
13. TV Drama Series
11:00 am
14. Shwe Yin Khone Than 
11:30 am
15. Game for Children 
12:00 pm
16. News/International 

News/Weather Report
12:25 pm
17. Round Up of The 

Week’s TV Local 
News

1:50 pm
18. Round Up of The 

Week’s Hlut Taw 
News

3:00 pm
19. News
3:15 pm
20. TV Drama Series
4:00 pm
21. News
4:25 pm
22. Business News
4:45 pm
23. University of Distance 

Education  
(TV Lectures) 

 -Second Year (Physics)
5:00 pm
24. News
5:15 pm
25. Documentary  

(SEA Games)
5:35 pm
26. Golden Music Of 

Oldstars
6:00 pm
27. News
6:40 pm
28. TV Drama Series
7:00 pm
29. News
7:15 pm
30. TV Drama Series
8:00 pm
31. News
8:50 pm
32. Hit Songs Of Stars
9:00 pm
33. News
34. Myanmar Series
35. Gitadagale 

Phwintbaohn

New Light of Myanmar

MYANMAR TV
(17-8-13 09:30 am ~

18-8-13 09:30 am) MST

MYANMAR 
INTERNATIONAL 

* Local News
* Taung Byone Nat 

Festival (Episode-2)
* World News
* A Pretty Custom of 

Kandayawady Asia Vut 
A @ Rice Pounding 
Competition

* Local News
* Myanmar Potent Herbal 

Medicine, pennywary
* World News
* Food Trip (Episode-5)
* Local News
*	 An	Aficionado	of	

Alluring Antiques
* World News
* Will you feed the 

pigeons
* Local News
* To the Land of Countless 

Temples (Episode-2) 
Bagan Trip

* World News
* Reaching the 

Unreachable “Towards 
Safer Communities”

* Local News
* Taung Byone Nat 

Festival (Episode-1)
* World News
* Mural Painting Bagan
* Local News
* Anthropoid Origins in 

Myanmar (Episode-2)
* World News
* Me And My Travel with 

Maria ( Night Market of 
Pyay) (Episode-4)

* Local News
* Cruising to Precious 

Islands (Salon) Part-2
* World News
* Scented Buddha Images
* Local News
* Secret Places For 

Yummy Food-
(Episode-14)(Ma Li 
Kuu)

* World News
* Hand Down Arts 

UN Secretary-
General Ban 

Ki-moon holds 
a joint news 
conference 

with Palestin-
ian President 

Mahmoud Ab-
bas in the West 

Bank city of 
Ramallah on 15 

Aug, 2013.
ReuteRs

UN chief Ban appeals for North Korea aid 
funding

, 16 Aug—UN Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki-moon 
appealed on Thursday for 
funding to urgently provide 
food, healthcare and sani-
tation to millions of North 
Koreans, stressing that do-
nors should not be deterred 
by the reclusive state’s nu-
clear ambitions.

The United Nations 
said it needs almost $100 
million to fund aid pro-
grams for the rest of 2013 
in North Korea, where there 

are about 2.4 million very 
vulnerable people in need 
of regular food assistance. 
The world body said almost 
a third of children under 
age 5 in North Korea suffer 
chronic malnutrition.

“The lives of many 
people are at stake, includ-
ing children who are vul-
nerable to lasting suffering 
if they do not receive aid,” 
Ban’s	press	office	said	in	a	
statement.

“The secretary-general 

calls on prospective donors 
to respond to this serious 
situation. He stresses that 
humanitarian assistance 
should not be linked to po-
litical or security considera-
tions,” it said.

North Korea is under a 
sweeping array of UN, US 
and other national sanctions 
due to repeated nuclear and 
ballistic missile tests since 
2006	 in	 defiance	 of	 inter-
national demands that it 
stop.—Reuters

Top seeds advance but Bartoli buzz 
remains

CinCinnati, 16 Aug —
As the tennis world took 
stock of Marion Bartoli’s 
shock decision to retire, 
Victoria Azarenka tried to 
put the focus back on court 
with a controlled display 
against Magdalena Ryba-
rikova at the Western and 
Southern Open on Thurs-
day. 

The world number 
two’s 6-3, 6-4 third round 
victory was impressive 
but it could not turn atten-
tion away from Bartoli, the 
Wimbledon champion hav-
ing stunned the sport 24 
hours earlier by announcing 
she was quitting following 
a second-round defeat.

Even when world num-
ber one Serena Williams 
closed out the action under 
the	 center	 court	floodlights	

Victoria Azarenka 
of Belarus reacts 

during her 
women’s singles 

tennis match 
against Maria 

Joao Koehler of 
Portugal at the 

Wimbledon Tennis 
Championships, 
in London on 24 

June, 2013.
ReuteRs

with a 63 minute 6-4, 6-1 
demolition of Germany’s 
Mona Barthel, Bartoli’s de-
parture	 remained	 firmly	 in	
the spotlight at the sprawl-
ing Lindner Family tennis 
center.”Marion Bartoli is 
such	a	great	fighter	and	she	
has a great attitude,” Wil-
liams told reporters. “I re-
member	the	first	time	I	saw	

her, I was actually in Paris 
for the Paris Indoor Cham-
pionships.”

It was a long, long, 
long time ago, probably in 
like the early 2000s, and I 
just remember her being so 
young and working so hard, 
and that was her whole ca-
reer.

Reuters

Fab Friday beckons with the Felix, Farah 
and Bolt show

MosCow, 16 Aug —
Usain Bolt starts his quest 
for a second world track 
gold in Moscow but Ameri-
can sprinting great Allyson 
Felix looks set to steal the 
limelight as she goes for a 

fourth world 200 meters 
title on Friday. Briton Mo 
Farah should also rubber-
stamp his status as one of 
the all-time distance run-
ning greats -- and repeat his 
Olympic feat from London 
-- by adding a 5,000 meters 
gold to the 10,000 title he 
won	on	 the	first	day	of	 the	
championships. The grace-
ful-striding Felix won three 
Olympic golds in London 
last year at 200 and in the 

4x100 and 4x400 meters re-
lays	and	is	firmly	on	course	
to become the athlete to 
win most individual world 
championship golds.Felix, 
Carl Lewis and Michael 
Johnson have all won eight.

The 27-year-old has 
most to fear from Jamaican 
Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, 
whose 100 meters victory 
on Monday was probably 
the most impressive of the 
championships.—Reuters

Usain Bolt of Jamaica 
celebrates winning 
in the men’s 100 

metres final during the 
IAAF World Athletics 
Championships at the 
Luzhniki stadium in 
Moscow on 11 Aug, 

2013 file photo.
ReuteRs

Los Angeles Dodgers streak into history books
Los angeLes, 16 Aug 

— It was nearly midnight 
on Wednesday when Los 
Angeles	Dodgers	first	base-
man Adrian Gonzalez sent a 
pitch from Pedro Feliciano 
into	 left	 field	 for	 a	 double,	
producing a come-from-
behind 5-4 victory over the 
New York Mets in what has 
become season of heroics 
for the Major League Base-
ball team. Gonzalez’s shot 
extended the Dodgers win-
ning streak to eight games, 
and	erased	a	4-0	deficit,	the	

Los Angeles Dodgers left 
fielder Carl Crawford (L) 

and center fielder Skip 
Schumaker (R) leap in 
celebration with right 

fielder Yasiel Puig (C) after 
defeating the New York Mets 

4-2 in their MLB National 
League baseball game in Los 

Angeles, California on 13 
Aug, 2013.—ReuteRs

team’s second come-from-
behind win in six days. On 
Friday, the Dodgers scored 
four times in the ninth in-
ning to beat Tampa Bay 7-6.

“The magic has hap-
pened again,” Vin Scully, 
the Dodgers’ fabled 85-year 
old announcer Vin Scully, 
excitedly proclaimed to his 
listeners as the Dodgers 
stormed back on Wednes-
day night. The victory over 
the Mets gave the Dodg-
ers a 40-8 record since 22 
June, the best 48-game per-

provided by the Dodgers 
from the Elias Sports Bu-
reau.

Reuters

formance since the 1942 St 
Louis Cardinals went 41-7, 
according to information 
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Vice-President Dr Sai 
Mauk Kham felicitates 
Indonesian counterpart

Nay Pyi Taw, 17 Aug—Dr Sai Mauk Kham, Vice-
President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, has 
sent a message of felicitations to Dr. Boediono, Vice-
President of the Republic of Indonesia, on the occasion 
of the 68th Anniversary of the Independence Day of the 
Republic of Indonesia which falls on 17 August 2013.

MNA

Union government, region/state governments to deal 
with land disputes ASAP: Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker

Na y Py i  Ta w,  16 
Aug—Seven MPs continued 
holding discussions on 
Investigation Commission’s 
report (Part-3) on people’s 
losses due to farmland and 
other lands confiscations, at 
today’s Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 
session.

  Regarding the report, 
MP U Thein Nyunt of 
Thingangyun Constituency 
said that the commission has 
made strenuous efforts for it. 
Under the constitution, the 
Union ministries will have 
to submit their undertakings 
on part 1 and 2 of the report 
to the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. 
It is found that, according 
to the report (part-3) there 
is no swiftness, and it has 
weakness even if there is 
swiftness. That’s why, that 
commission should have till 
the end of Hluttaw’s reign as 
land disputes remain existed. 
And it needs to promote its 
duties and authority. 

Deputy Minister for 
Livestock, Fisheries and 
Rural Development U Khin 
Maung Aye said that the 
confiscated lands which are 

not in use will be given back 
to the farmers. And paying 
appropriate compensations 
will be carried out in accord 
with the farmland law in 
cooperation with respective 
region/state governments 
and private entrepreneurs. 

Deputy Minister for 
Transport U Zin Yaw said 
that plans are underway to 
give back the plots of land 
which do not include in the 
master plan of Mandalay 
Internat ional  Airpor t .   
The compensation of K 
145.2520 million has been 
paid for 5569 acres of land 
from 2004-2005 FY to 2009-
2010 FY.

Regarding the report 
(par t -3) ,  Hlut taw has 
decided that every level of 
administrative bodies will 
take soonest action in accord 
with Section 228 (a) of the 
Constitution, and respective 
Hluttaw  committee are 
to handover complaint 
letters and petitions to 
the respective region/state 
governments through the 
Union government. 

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw 

Speaker Thura U Shwe 
Mann said that  most 
of today’s discussions 
occurred in the olden 
days. Their reviews and 
suggestions are objective. 
He urged the  Union 
government and region/
state governments to deal 
with these problems as 

quickly as possible. He 
called for presenting their 
reports on the handling of 
the disputes to the Hluttaw 
within at least 2 months 
period. The meeting came 
to an end at 1:30 pm, and 
the 16th day session will be 
announced.

MNA

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker 
Thura U Shwe Mann meets 

media men
Nay Pyi Taw, 16 Aug—

Pyithu Hluttaw Speaker 
Thura U Shwe Mann met 
the media men who are 

collecting news at the 
Hluttaws and replied their 
questions at his office, here, 
this afternoon.—MNA 

Union FM felicitates 
Indonesian counterpart

Nay Pyi Taw, 17 Aug—On the occasion of the 
68th Anniversary of the Independence Day of the 
Republic of Indonesia which falls on 17 August 2013, 
U Wunna Maung Lwin, Union Minister for Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, 
has sent a message of felicitations to Dr. R.M. Marty 
M. Natalegawa, Minister for Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Indonesia.—MNA

Vice-President U Nyan 
Tun felicitates Indonesian 

counterpart
Nay Pyi Taw, 17 Aug—U Nyan Tun, Vice-President 

of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a 
message of felicitations to Dr. Boediono, Vice-President 
of the Republic of Indonesia, on the occasion of the 68th 
Anniversary of the Independence Day of the Republic of 
Indonesia which falls on 17 August 2013.—MNA

yaNgoN, 16 Aug—
The journalism course, 
jointly conducted by News 
and Periodicals Enterprise 
under the Ministry of 

Journalism course concluded 
Information and New York-
based Associated Press of 
the United States of the 
America, concluded at the 
hall of NPE on Theinbyu 

Road  in  Bo tah t aung  
Township today, with an 
address by Deputy Minister 
U Paik Htwe.

It was attended by the 

Concluding ceremony 
of Journalism Course 

conducted by News 
and Periodicals 

Enterprise and AP of 
USA in progress.

mna

 Under Para (ii), Sub-sections (a) and (b), Section 285 of the Constitution of the Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar, Section 22 of the Union Government Law and Section 4 of the Nay Pyi Taw Council Law, U Tin Ngwe, 
Sagaing Region Transport Minister, has been appointed as member of the Nay Pyi Taw Council.
        Sd/ Thein Sein
             President
               Republic of the Union of Myanmar

Republic of the Union of Myanmar
President Office

(Order No. 36/2013)
10th Waxing of Wagaung, 1375 ME

(16 August, 2013)

Appointment of Member of Nay Pyi Taw Council

departmental heads of the 
ministry, officials from AP 
News Agency and trainees.

Course Instructor Mr. 
Ted Anthony of AP News 
Agency and Daw Aye 
Aye Win of AP explained 
matters related to the course. 
Managing Director U Kyaw 
Soe of NPE presented 
completion certificates and 
a trainee spoke words of 
thanks.

MNA

Na y Py i  Ta w ,  16 
Aug—A ceremony to launch 
the project for upgrading 
of Ministry of Health’s 
health infrastructures and 
related equipment took 
place at rural health center in 
Aukseik Village of Seikpyu 
Township, Magway Region 
this morning.

Union Minister for 
Health Dr Pe Thet Khin 
said that plans are under 
way to build 33 rural health 
centers in nine townships 
o f  M a g w a y  R e g i o n .  
Rural health care centers, 
station hospitals, township 
hospitals and Pakokku 
General Hospital will be 
provided with medical 
equipment. The project 
will be implemented with 
the contribution of Yen 
1.256 billion by Japanese 

Health infrastructures 
to be upgraded

government. He expressed 
t h a n k s  f o r  J a p a n e s e 
government’s donation and 
called for local people’s 
cooperation in the project. 

After that, Magway 
Region Chief Minister U 
Phone Maw Shwe touched 
upon education and health 
care and turning out of mid-
wives for reducing maternal 
and child mortality rates.

Japanese Ambassador 
to Myanmar Mr Mikio 
Numata explained the 
project for upgrading of 
health infrastructures and 
related equipment in the 
central Myanmar which is 
a part of huge aid of Japan.

Before the ceremony, 
the Union minister looked 
into Seikpyu Township 
People’s Hospital.

MNA

Pyidaungsu Hluttaw Speaker Thura U Shwe 
Mann makes discussion in today session.—mna




