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Nay Pyi Taw, 22 July 
—Chairman of National 
Assembly of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam Mr. 
Nguyen Sinh Hung was 
born on 18 January, 1946 
at Kim Lien, Nam Dan 
Nghe An in Vietnam. He 
attended Ha Noi Finance–
Accoun t ing  Co l l ege 
from 1966 to 1970 and 
Karl Marx Economics 
University in Bulgaria as 
a post-graduate student 
from 1978 to 1982. He was 
in various capacities at the 
Ministry of Finance from 
1982 to 1990. He served 
as Director-General of the 
Ministry of Finance and 
the State Treasurer from 
1990 to 1992, Member 
of Executive Committee 
and Deputy Minister for 
Finance from 1992 to 
1996, member Executive 
Committee and Minister 
for Finance and member 

Curriculum Vitae of Chairman 
of National Assembly of the 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam 
Mr. Nguyen Sinh Hung

of 10th National Assembly 
Legislation from 1996 to 
2001, member Executive 
Committee and Minister 
for Finance and member 
of 11th National Assembly 
Legislation from 2001 
to 2006, Member of the 
Politburo, Deputy Prime 
Minister and member of 
12th National Assembly 
Legislation from 2006 
to 2011. From 2011 to 
date, he is in office as 
Member of the Politburo, 
Member of the Executive 
Committee, member of 
13th National Assembly 
Legislation, Chairman of 
Standing Committee of 
National Assembly and 
Chairman of National 
Assembly of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. 
Chairman of National 
Assembly of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam Mr. 
Nguyen Sinh Hung and 
delegation of National 
Assembly of the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam will 
pay a goodwill visit to the 
Republic of the Union of 
Myanmar in th near future 
at the invitation of the 
Speaker of Pyidaungsu 
Hluttaw.

MNA

K a w t h o u n g ,  2 2 
J u l y —  “ T r a v e l l e r s 
can get easy access to 
different places without 
delay on Kawthoung-

Expresses plying between Kawthoung and Bokpyin

Karathuri-Bokpyin road 
a s  t he  Pub l i c  Works 
under the Ministry of 
Const ruct ion  recent ly 
carried out roadwork on 

it for ensuring smooth 
t ranspor ta t ion,”said  a 
transport  entrepreneur 
of “EainsiMin” express. 

I n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  

Na y Py i  Ta w,  22 
J u l y — A c c o r d i n g  t o 
t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a t 
(17:30) hrs MST today, 
the low pressure area 

Bay Bulletin
over Northwest Bay of 
Bengal  st i l l  persists , 
said Meteorology and 
Hydrology Department.

MNA

Yangon, 22 July — 
Today, Fullmoon Day 
of Waso (Dhammacakka 
Day), pagodas, stupas, 
m o n a s t e r i e s ,  l a k e s , 
townships, wards, streets 
and  Dhammayons  in 
Yangon were  packed 

Yangonites observe Dhammacakka 
Day  on Fullmoon Day of Waso 

with religious devotees 
ce l eb ra t ing  r e l ig ious 
ceremonies to mark the 
Dhammacakka Day.

Members of the Board 
of Trustees of Shwedagon 
P a g o d a ,  r e l i g i o u s 
associations and service 

personnel offered alms, 
light, flowers, water and 
fruits to the Pagoda and 
Waso Shwekyar robes to 
four Stupas and Padamya 
Myatshin Buddha Image. 

Congregation received 
nine precepts delivered 
by State Ovadacariya 
Presiding Nayaka Sayadaw 
of TheingiU monastery  
in Chaukhtatgyi Pagoda 
A g g a  M a h a  P a n d i t a 
Bhaddanta Nandawbasa 
and members of Sangha 
recited parittas. 

N e x t ,  l a y p e r s o n s 
presented alms and Waso 
robes to members of Sangha 
and shared the merits 
gained after receiving 
a sermon delivered by 
the Sayadaw of Kalewa 
monastery.

Similarly, Members of 
the Board of Trustees of 
Sule Pagoda, Botahtaung 

K y a i k d a e a t  P a g o d a , 
Shwephonepwint Pagoda 
in Pazundaung Township, 
Buddha  Too th  Re l i c 
Pagoda (Yangon) and 
Kyaikwaing Pagoda in 
Mayangon Township and 
Thiri Mingala Kaba-Aye 
Pagoda offered Waso robes 
and fruits to Buddha Images 
at the respective Pagodas. 

Likewise, devotees 
thronged into Kyaikasan 
Pagoda, Lawka Chantha 
Abaya Labamuni Buddha 
Image, Moegaung Pagoda, 
N g a h t a t g y i  P a g o d a , 
Chaukhtatgyi  Pagoda, 
Maelamu Pagoda, Okkalapa 
Pagoda, Kyaikalot Kyaikalat 
Pagoda, Kyaikhauk Pagoda, 
Kyaikhmawun Pagoda 
and religious buildings in 
Yangon Region to offer 
alms and Waso robes to the 
Buddha Images. 

 MNA

Shwedagon Pagoda packed with devotees on Fullmoon Day of Waso (Dhammacakka Day). —mna

road-users had difficulties 
due to torrential rains, 
w a t e r  e r o s i o n  a n d 
breaking of creek bridges.
Kyemon-Bokpyin IPRD 
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Couple carrying heroin, 
stimulant tablets taken 

into police custody

Crime

Myitkyina, 22 July 
— A couple of man and 
woman carrying heroin 
and stimulant tablets was 
arrested after a tip-off to 
police in Tanai Township 
on 15 July. 

Police said they had 
received a tip-off about a 
transport of narcotic drugs 
and they carried out a search, 
interrupting vehicles running 
from Myitkyina to Tanai at 
a tollgate at the entrance to 
Tanai. At about 9.15 am 

on that day, they seized 
1.05 grams of heroin worth 
K 73,500 and 200 WY 
stimulant tablets worth  
K 400,000 while conducting 
a search of a motorbike 
driven by Maung Yaw Rain, 
22, together with Ma Ga 
Khin Jakhun, 30.

The two suspects were 
charged with possession 
of narcotic drugs by Tanai 
police station. — Kyemon- 
Moe Kya (Myitkyina)

Accident

Dawei-Yangon train carriage derails in 
Kyaikto 

Kyaikto, 22 July — A 
derailment happened to 
one carriage of No (176) 
Dawei-Yangon passenger 
down-train of Locomotive 
DF-1347 operated by U 
Maung Nyunt and U Thein 
Htay at railroad mile post 
No (97/23) near Bridge 

No (49) in northern ward 
in Kyaikto on 18 July. The 
railroad accident occurred 
shortly after the train left 
from Kyaikto railway station 
at about 9.10 am on that day. 
Authorities said an upper-
class coach of the train left 
the track and no one on board 

the train was injured. 
Rai l  se rv ices  of 

all trains including the 
derailed train resumed after 
disruption of over three 
hours as railway men were 
putting back the carriage 
on the track. — Kyemon-
Kyaikto (IPRD)

Brick wall collapses during torrential rains 
in Myeik

Myeik, 22 July — A 
sudden collapse of a brick 
wall of the Kanphyar ward 
administrator’s office in 
Myeik in Taninthayi Region 
happened at about 7.10 pm 
on 16 July.

The wall  collapse 
was attributed to heavy 
downpours on that night. It 
was learnt that authorities 
cut off supply of electricity 
to the ward in order to avoid 
possible danger of electric 

shocks. A temporary power 
cut to the ward in order to 
avoid possible danger of 
electric shock was made by 
authorities. 

 Kyemon-Moe Hein  
                                 (Myeik)

Regional Development 

Union Minister visits basic education 
schools in Mandalay 

Nay Pyi Taw, 22 July 
— Union Minister for 
Education Dr Mya Aye 
visited basic education 
schools in Aungmyethazan 
Township in Mandalay 
Region on 18 July.

On his inspection tour 
of No (2) Basic Education 
Middle School (Branch), 
No (3) Basic Education 
Primary School and No (2) 
Basic Education Middle 
School, the Union minister 

gave necessary instructions 
on academic matters in 
meeting with members of 
the board of trustees of the 
respective schools, school 
heads and teachers.

 MNA

Chin State 
Chief 

Minister’s 
inspection 

tour of Haka
Nay Pyi Taw, 22 July 

— Chin State Chief Minister 
U Hong Ngai on 20 July 
visited Thida region farm on 
Haka-Htantalang road where 
generating electric power 
through biogas is being 
implemented for rural region 
electrification program. 

It is planned to generate 
electricity with the use of 
dung from cow farms in Haka 
Township. 

N e x t ,  t h e  c h i e f 
minister proceeded to Basic 
Education High School No 
(1) in Haka and attended a 
work coordination meeting 
on higher pass rate in 
matriculation examination 
for 2014 in Chin State. 

The chief minister 
spoke on the occasion and 
the Chin State minister 
and officials reported on 
academic matters. — MNA

Educative TalksKnowledge on traffic gestures, 
traffic rules disseminated   
Nyaungdon, 22 July — 

With the aim of heightening 
awareness of traffic rules 
among students as a drive 

to reduce traffic accidents, 
educative talks were given 
at Basic Education High 
School Nos (1) and (2) in 
Nyaungdon Township, 
Ayeyawady Region, on 
12 July separately. First, 
the Nyaungdon Township 
Administrator made an 
address, calling for strict 
adherence to the traffic 
rules.  Next, Traffic Police 
Inspector Chit Sein and 
party demonstrated traffic 
gestures and gave talks on 
traffic rules. — Kyemon-Win 
Myint Kyaw (Nyaungdon)

Talks on cattle breeding, integrated farming 
given 

 K y a u k t a n ,  2 2 
July —  A team led by 
Director-General U Khin 
Maung Maw of Fisheries 
Department under the 
Ministry of Livestock and 
Fisheries toured Kyauktan 
Township,  Tada sub-
township and Sinmakaw 
village where they gave 
talks on cattle breeding 

and integrated farming to 
local people and farmers 
on 15 July.

On their arrival at 
Sinmakaw village, they 
distributed 100 fingerlings 
each to 211 farmers in the 
village under a plan of 
Thaung Nyunt Agriculture 
P r o d u c e  a n d  M i c r o -
financing Cooperative 

Society Limited. Nearly 
500,000 fingerlings are 
being kept at the fish farm 
of the society. 

Officials concerned 
expla ined  a  p lan  to 
distribute cows, pigs and 
chickens to breeders at 
reasonable price. 
Kyemon-Aung Swe (Shwe  
                                    Tada)

Excessive speed attributed to 
expressway rollover crashes 
 Yangon, 22 July — 

An official of Expressway 
Traffic Police blamed 
rollover crashes on Yangon-
Mandalay-Nay Pyi Taw 
Expressway on reckless 
driving of the men behind 
the wheel. 

Strict adherence to 
speed limit and warnings 
on the road signs is a must 
for all road users on the 
expressway, he added.  

Road accidents on 
the expressway are due to 
excessive speed, claiming 

lives of eight victims and 
injuring 52 in 19 incidents 
during a recent period until 
18 July based on statistics 
of Expressway Traffic 
Police.

Kyemon-Thein Swe

Transportation
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Japanese Prime Minister and Liberal Democratic Party 
President Shinzo Abe puts flowers on the name of 

winning party candidates in the House of Councillors 
election at the LDP’s headquarters in Tokyo 

on 21 July, 2013. —Kyodo News

Abe cements power 
with sweeping victory 
in upper house race

Tokyo, 22 July —
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
strengthened his grip on 
power on Sunday with his 
ruling coalition winning a 
comfortable majority in the 
upper house election, ena-
bling him to pursue his goal 
of economic recovery amid 
greater political stability.

Abe’s Liberal Demo-
cratic Party and its smaller 
partner, the New Komeito 
party, ended years of oppo-
sition control of the House 
of Councillors by gaining 

76 of the 121 seats up for 
grabs.

The parties now have a 
total of 135 seats in the 242-
seat house, including the 59 
they already held that were 
not contested this time —
well above the threshold of 
129 necessary to control all 
standing committees in the 
chamber. The result will 
facilitate passage of bills 
as the ruling bloc has an 
overwhelming majority in 
the more powerful lower 
house.—Kyodo News

Kurds free Qaeda-linked rebel commander in 
Syria after clashes

A Free Syrian Army fighter carries his weapon as he 
walks past damaged buildings in Deir al-Zor on 20 July, 

2013.— Reuters

Beirut, 22 July—Syr-
ian Kurdish forces freed 
a local leader linked to al-
Qaeda as part of an agreed 
ceasefire to end fierce fight-
ing with Islamist rebels in 
the northern Syrian town 
of Tel Abyad on Sunday, 
activists said. In return, 
Islamist rebels have prom-
ised to release hundreds 
of Kurds taken hostage as 
collateral from the leader 
of the Islamic State of Iraq 
and Sham (ISIS), known as 
Abu Musaab.

The sporadic fighting 
in the northern Syrian bor-
der region over the past five 
days has signaled a growing 
power struggle as Islamists 
work to cement control of 
rebel zones while Kurds as-
sert their autonomy in most-
ly Kurdish parts of the re-

gion. The tensions highlight 
how the two-year insurgen-
cy against 43 years of As-
sad family rule is spinning 
off into strife within his op-
ponents’ ranks, running the 
risk of creating regionalized 
conflicts that could destabi-
lize neighbouring countries.

Pro-opposition activ-
ists said that Turkish mili-
tary forces had been rein-
forced on Turkey’s side of 
the frontier near Tel Abyad 
on Sunday, but the Turkish 
army could not be reached 
for comment. Turkish forc-
es exchanged fire with Syr-
ian Kurdish fighters in an-
other border region earlier 
this week. The Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights 
said the fighting in Tel Ab-
yad started when the local 
brigade of the Qaeda-linked 

ISIS asked Kurdish Front 
forces, who have fought 
with the rebels against As-
sad, to pledge their alle-
giance to the ISIS leader 
there, which they refused.

Other activists said the 

clashes were an outgrowth 
of fighting that broke out 
last week in other parts of 
the northern border zone, 
spreading conflict to Tel 
Abyad. 

Reuters

An undated aerial handout photo shows the National 
Security Agency (NSA) headquarters building in  

Fort Meade, Maryland. —Reuters

US court renews surveillance 
program exposed by Snowden

Washington, 22 July 
—The US government said 
on Friday a secret court that 
oversees intelligence activi-
ties granted its request to 
continue a telephone sur-
veillance program — one 
of the two data collection 
efforts leaked by former 
security contractor Edward 
Snowden. The Office of the 
Director of National Intel-
ligence, or ODNI, said its 
authority to maintain the 
program expired on Friday 
and that the government 
sought and received a re-
newal from the Foreign In-
telligence Surveillance Act 
court.

An army soldier checks a member of the Muslim 
Brotherhood and supporter of ousted Egyptian Presi-
dent Mohamed Mursi near Egypt’s defence ministry 
headquarters in Cairo on 21 July, 2013.—Reuters

Egypt starts amending constitution 
despite political divisions

Cairo, 22 July—
A panel of legal experts 
started work on Sunday 
to revise Egypt’s Islamist-
tinged constitution, a vital 
first step on the road to 
fresh elections ordered by 
the army following its re-
moval of Mohamed Mursi 
as president. Mursi’s Mus-
lim Brotherhood, which 
has accused the army of 
orchestrating a military 
coup and denounced plans 
to revise the constitution, 
staged fresh rallies on Sun-
day to maintain pressure 
on the new, interim gov-
ernment.

Setting a highly ambi-
tious timeframe, the mili-
tary wants new elections in 
around six months and has 
tasked a panel of 10 legal 
experts to present proposed 

changes to the constitution 
within 30 days for review 
before a broader-based 
body. The original consti-
tution was approved by a 
referendum last year, but 
critics said the text failed 
to protect human rights, mi-
norities and social justice.

Ali Awad Saleh, a 
judge and the constitutional 
affairs adviser for the newly 
installed president, chaired 
Sunday’s panel, saying it 
would spend the next week 
receiving ideas from “citi-
zens, political parties, and 
all sides”.—Reuters

Gunmen 
abduct 

Iran  
Embassy 
employee 
in Yemen

Sanaa, 22 July—
Armed men seized an em-
ployee of the Iranian em-
bassy in Yemen’s capital 
Sanaa on Sunday, police 
sources said, the latest in a 
series of abductions of for-
eigners in the lawless Arab 
country. The Iranian man 
was travelling through the 
diplomatic quarter in south-
ern Sanaa when gunmen 
blocked the road, forced 
him to get out of his vehi-
cle and took him to an un-
known location, the sources 
told Reuters.

It was not immediately 
clear who carried out the 
kidnapping, they added.
Yemen’s government is 
grappling with a host of 
challenges, including a 
separatist movement in the 
south and an Islamist insur-
gency, as it tries to restore 
authority lost during mass 
protests in 2011 that over-
threw veteran President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh.

Disgruntled tribesmen 
also often take hostages to 
press the government to 
free jailed relatives or im-
prove public services. A 
Saudi diplomat based in 
Yemen’s southern port city 
of Aden has been held hos-
tage by Islamist militants 
linked to al-Qaeda since 
March, 2012.— Reuters

The ODNI said in a 
statement it was disclosing 
the renewal as part of an 
effort at greater transpar-
ency following Snowden’s 
disclosure of the telephone 
data collection and email 
surveillance programs. A 
top official said earlier on 
Friday that intelligence of-
ficials were working to de-
classify information on the 
programs that Snowden had 
already partially disclosed.
Robert Litt, general counsel 
of ODNI, said he was opti-
mistic the intelligence com-
munity could make “a lot of 
progress” in declassifying 
the information.

US officials faced 
a public uproar after 
Snowden began leak-
ing classified information 
about telephone and email 
collection programs. Intel-
ligence officials have been 
pushing to justify the pro-
grams as legal, particularly 
under the Foreign Intel-
ligence Surveillance Act, 
or FISA, which requires 
a secret court to approve 

the programs.The Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance 
Court sided on Monday 
with Yahoo Inc and ordered 
the Obama administration 
to declassify and publish a 
2008 court decision justify-
ing Prism, the data collec-
tion program revealed last 
month by Snowden.The 
ruling could offer a rare 
glimpse into how the gov-
ernment has legally justi-
fied its spy agencies’ data 
collection programs under 
FISA.

“One of the hurdles 
to declassification earlier 
was that the existence of 
the programs was classi-
fied,” Litt said in response 
to questions after a speech 
at the Brookings Institu-
tion. “It’s very hard to think 
about releasing the opinion 
that says a particular pro-
gram is legal if you’re not 
going to disclose what the 
program is. Now that the 
program has been declassi-
fied, we’re going back and 
we’re looking at these opin-
ions.”—Reuters
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Egyptian hackers 
allegedly attack UAE 

gov’t websites
Dubai, 22 July—The 

Telecommunications Regu-
latory Authority (TRA) of 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) said on Sunday it 
has “confronted” an at-
tempt to hack government 
websites launched by cyber 
criminals in Egypt.

The TRA did not re-
veal which government 
websites in particular had 
been targeted by the alleged 
hackers, nor did it reveal 
when the incident occurred.
In October 2012, Eugene 
Kaspersky, the founder 
and chief executive, said 
the global cyber warfare 
would escalate in 2013, in 
particular in the Middle 
East where hacker attacks 
increased dramatically.

Diplomatic relations 

between the UAE and 
Egypt came under pres-
sure during the 12-month 
tenure of former Egyptian 
president Mohamed Morsi, 
as the UAE government 
accused some elements of 
the Muslim Brotherhood, to 
which Morsi was affiliated, 
of planning actions of un-
rest in the Gulf Arab states.

However, relations be-
tween Abu Dhabi and Cairo 
improved in recent weeks 
after the ouster of Morsi by 
Egyptian military. In order 
to support the political tran-
sition in the biggest Arab 
country by population, the 
UAE shortly after pledged 3 
billion US dollars to Egypt 
in a mix of cash grants and 
central bank deposits.

Xinhua

UN warns on mobile 
cybersecurity bugs in 
bid to prevent attacks
Boston, 22 July—A 

United Nations group that 
advises nations on cyberse-
curity plans to send out an 
alert about significant vul-
nerabilities in mobile phone 
technology that could po-
tentially enable hackers 
to remotely attack at least 
half a billion phones. The 
bug, discovered by German 
firm, allows hackers to re-
motely gain control of and 
also clone certain mobile 
SIM cards. Hackers could 
use compromised SIMs to 
commit financial crimes or 
engage in electronic espio-
nage, according to Berlin’s 
Security Research Labs, 
which will describe the 
vulnerabilities at the Black 
Hat hacking conference 
that opens in Las Vegas on 
31 July. 

The UN’s Geneva-
based International Tele-
communications Union, 
which has reviewed the 
research, described it 
as “hugely significant.” 
“These findings show us 
where we could be heading 
in terms of cybersecurity 
risks,” ITU Secretary Gen-
eral Hamadoun Touré told 

Reuters. He said the agency 
would notify telecommuni-
cations regulators and other 
government agencies in 
nearly 200 countries about 
the potential threat and 
also reach out to hundreds 
of mobile companies, aca-
demics and other industry 
experts. 

A spokeswoman for 
the GSMA, which repre-
sents nearly 800 mobile 
operators worldwide, said 
it also reviewed the re-
search. “We have been able 
to consider the implica-
tions and provide guidance 
to those network operators 
and SIM vendors that may 
be impacted,” said GSMA 
spokeswoman Claire Cran-
ton. Nicole Smith, a spokes-
woman for Gemalto NV, 
the world’s biggest maker 

The United Nations logo is displayed on a door at UN 
headquarters in New York on 26 Feb, 2011.—Reuters

of SIM cards, said her com-
pany supported GSMA’s 
response. “Our policy is to 
refrain from commenting 
on details relating to our 
customers’ operations,” she 
said.

Cracking SIM cards 
has long been the Holy 
Grail of hackers because the 
tiny devices are located in 
phones and allow operators 
to identify and authenticate 
subscribers as they use net-
works. Karsten Nohl, the 
chief scientist who led the 

research team and will re-
veal the details at Black Hat, 
said the hacking only works 
on SIMs that use an old en-
cryption technology known 
as DES. Nohl said he con-
servatively estimates that at 
least 500 million phones are 
vulnerable to the attacks he 
will discuss at Black Hat. He 
added that the number could 
grow if other researchers 
start looking into the issue 
and find other ways to ex-
ploit the same class of vul-
nerabilities.—Reuters

Amazon vs IBM: Big Blue meets match 
in battle for the cloud

San Francisco, 22 July 
—The tech industry maxim 
that “no one ever got fired 
for buying IBM” is a tes-
tament to how Big Blue 
has been the gold standard 
in computing services for 
decades. But IBM faces 
an unlikely challenger in 
Amazon.com Inc, the e-
commerce retail giant that 
is becoming a force in the 
booming business of cloud 
computing, even winning 
backing from America’s 
top spy agency.

After years of being 
dismissed as a supplier 
of online computer ser-
vices to startups and small 
businesses, Amazon Web 
Services (AWS) beat out 
International Business Ma-
chines this year to snag a 
$600 million contract with 
the Central Intelligence 
Agency. IBM has success-
fully appealed its loss in the 
contest, stalling it for now. 
But the episode highlights 
how Amazon is evolving 
from an online retailer into 
a competitive provider of 
information technology and 
services to big companies, 
and government bodies.

That has helped push 
A box from Amazon.com is pictured on the porch of a 

house in Golden, Colorado on 23 July, 2008.—Reuters

Amazon shares to a new 
record ahead of the compa-
ny’s second-quarter results 
due on Thursday. Amazon 
doesn’t break out AWS 
results, but Wall Street be-
lieves it is expanding faster 
than the retail business and 
is more profitable. “AWS 
is one of the main spokes 
of the bull case on Amazon 
shares,” argues Ron Josey, 
an analyst at JMP Securi-
ties. “Software and IT in-
vestors are aware of and 
are trying to size AWS, and 
what the impact could be on 
their sector.”

IBM is entrenched 

in corporations across the 
globe; and with one of the 
industry’s biggest research 
budgets, is likely to remain 
so for some time. 

But it and other players 
like Oracle are taking note 
of AWS as cloud comput-
ing takes off. Public cloud 
computing, which AWS 
pioneered in 2006, lets 
companies rent computing 
power, storage and other 
services from data centers 
shared with other custom-
ers — typically cheaper and 
more flexible than main-
taining their own.

Reuters

Hong Kong reporter quits in controversy 
over Alibaba founder’s remarks

Jack Ma, founder of Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba 
Group.

Shanghai, 22 July—A 
Hong Kong journalist has 
quit in a controversy over 
disputed remarks that Jack 
Ma, founder of Chinese e-
commerce giant Alibaba 
Group, is reported to have 
made in support of Beijing’s 
violent crackdown on Ti-
ananmen Square protesters 
in 1989. The controversy 
comes ahead of the anticipat-
ed listing of Alibaba, expect-
ed to value the firm at $60-
$100 billion, which in turn 
has put a critical spotlight on 
Ma, the wider Chinese Inter-
net industry and its approach 
to freedom of speech.

Ma denies he made such 
an assertion siding with the 
government and the journa-
list, too, has said her report 
for the South China Morn-
ing Post this month was 
changed in editing, and she 
has apologized to Ma. The 
daily, though, is standing be-
hind the story. In undisputed 
comments in the same report, 
Ma described the Chinese 
government as “terrific” and 

downplayed the significance 
of Internet censorship. But 
his disputed comments on 
the Tiananmen crackdown, 
a symbol for human rights 
campaigners of Beijing’s 
intolerance of free speech, 
drew the biggest reaction.

The interview, pub-
lished on 13 July, has caused 
public criticism of Ma in 
the Hong Kong and foreign 
Press, with some Chinese 
netizens calling for a boycott 
of Alibaba’s e-commerce 
websites, including Alibaba.
com and Taobao.com. How-
ever, journalist Liu Yi, in a 
statement written in Chinese 
on her Facebook account, 
said the published version of 
the interview with Ma was 
not the same as her original 
submission, and that she later 
took the initiative to edit the 
online version herself to “set 
the record straight”. “Ma 
never intended to make any 
comments about politics,” 
her statement said. “I solem-
nly apologize to Mr Ma Yun 
(Jack Ma’s Chinese name) 

and resign from the South 
China Morning Post.”

Liu did not respond to 
a request for further com-
ment made through her Fa-
cebook account. The Post 
said in a statement on its 
web site dated Saturday that 
the reporter had accessed 
its system and replaced the 
editor-approved article with 
an altered version in which 
Ma’s reference to Tianan-
men was removed without 
authorization. Its statement 
said that the editor-approved 
version was restored and that 
Liu Yi had been suspended, 
but she chose to resign on 19 
July before an investigation 
had been completed. Wang 
Xiangwei, editor-in-chief 
of the Post, did not respond 
immediately to requests 
for additional comment on 
Sunday or for a copy of the 
newspaper’s recording of the 
interview.

The newspaper’s state-
ment said it stood behind 
the original published arti-
cle, in which Ma appeared 
to endorse Deng Xiaoping, 
then China’s paramount 
leader, in using violent 
force to crush the 1989 pro-
tests. In the article, Ma said: 
“As CEO of a company, 
whether it be regarding the 
Alibaba incident (a 2011 
incident involving fraud) or 
the spin-off of Alipay, it is 
like Deng Xiaoping on 4th 
June. As the country’s most 
senior decision-maker, he 
had to be stable and he had 
to make cruel decisions.

Reuters
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The Apple logo hangs inside the glass entrance to the 
Apple Store on 5th Avenue in New York City,  

on 4 April, 2013.—Reuters

Apple’s developer website attacked, 
can’t rule out stolen data

San Francisco , 22 
July —Apple Inc’s main 
website for developers re-
mains shut after intruders 
tried to steal sensitive in-
formation last week, forc-
ing the iPhone maker to 
overhaul its database and 

Glaxo to reform China business, executive 
tells government

A no entry sign is pictured outside the GlaxoSmithKline 
building in Hounslow, west London on 18 June , 2013. 

Reuters

Shanghai, 22 July—A 
senior executive from Glax-
oSmithKline told Chinese 
police the British drug-
maker will reform its busi-
ness in the country in the 
wake of a bribery scandal, 
China’s Ministry of Public 
Security said on Monday.
It said GSK’s president for 
emerging markets, Abbas 
Hussain, made the pledge 
in a meeting with ministry 
officials. 

Britain’s biggest drug-
maker has sent Hussain to 
China to deal with the scan-
dal. “Hussain apologized on 
behalf of GSK and said GSK 
will fully support the Chinese 
government’s resolution to 
root out corruption and will 
actively reform GSK’s origi-
nal business and operating 
procedures in China,” the 
ministry said in a statement.

Police last week ac-
cused GSK of bribing of-
ficials and doctors to boost 
sales and raise the price 
of its medicines in China. 
They said GSK transferred 
up to 3 billion yuan (319 

million pounds) to 700 
travel agencies and consul-
tancies over six years to fa-
cilitate the bribes. GSK said 
it was deeply concerned by 
the allegations, which it 
called “shameful”.

Cuba announces new anticancer 
drug

Havana, 22 July  —
Cuban scientists have de-
veloped a new anticancer 
drug which, unlike other 
cytostatics, does not dam-
age healthy cells, local 
daily Juventud Rebelde re-
ported on Sunday.

The drug penetrates the 
nucleus membrane of the 
malign cell and necrotizes 

  Aussie researchers find 
new drug to tackle  

malaria 
Melbourne, 22 July—

Australian researchers 
have said that a new drug 
that stops the malaria para-
site from using vitamin B1 
to multiply is now plausi-
ble.

Pharmacologist Kevin 
Saliba of Australian Na-
tional University along 

with his team have report-
ed their findings in recent 
issue of Nature Commu-
nications, the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation 
reported.

Just like humans, ma-
laria parasites need vita-
mins to grow and multi-
ply.— PTI

Child injuries from falling TVs increasing in US
New York, 22 July 

—A child is rushed to a 
US emergency department 
every 45 minutes with an 
injury that’s related to a 
falling television, accord-
ing to a new study. 

“These are occurring 
primarily to younger chil-
dren… When (the TVs) 
start coming toward them, 
they don’t realize the dan-
ger,” said Dr Gary Smith, 
the study’s senior author 
and president of the Child 
Injury Prevention Alli-
ance.

Previous research 
has found that TVs are 

server software to prevent 
future breaches. The intru-
sion last Thursday marked 
a rare cyber attack on the 
US company’s network 
and comes at a time when 
third-party developers are 
testing their apps on Ap-

ple’s iOS 7 — a smart-
phone and tablet platform 
to be launched in the fall. 
Apple’s developer site also 
houses sensitive financial 
information, which is en-
crypted.

Apple said on Sunday 
that no customer informa-
tion had been compro-
mised, but was unable to 
rule out the possibility that 
some developers’ names, 
mailing addresses, and 
email addresses may have 
been accessed. 

An Apple spokesman 
said the website that was 
breached was not associat-
ed with any customer infor-
mation. It remained unclear 
how much, if any, data was 
compromised or who the at-
tackers were. 

Reuters

it, this effect is different 
from any other cytostatics, 
which not only intoxicates 
the cell and kills it, but also 
affect healthy cells, the 
daily reported, citing La-
biofam laboratories director 
Jose Antonio Fraga.

“Our antitumor drug 
affects only the malign cell 
tissue and it combines with 

the necrosis and apoptosis 
process,” Fraga said. The 
new drug, obtained from 
peptide RJLB14, will un-
dergo toxicological and 
pharmacodynamic tests, 
later clinical trials on hu-
mans, and then will be ap-
plied to humans with the 
approval by organizations 
concerned, he said.

The antitumor pep-
tide was presented before 
the Director Council of 
the Health Ministry with a 
guarantee that contains evi-
dence and proofs of the pre-
clinical trials. According to 
the Health Ministry, cancer 
is the No 1 killer in Cuba, 
with 25 percent of the total 
deaths resulting from can-
cer.

Xinhua

The ministry, which 
urged GSK to take “respon-
sibility” for the scandal, 
cited a statement from GSK 
as saying four detained 
Chinese executives from 
the drugmaker were able to 
break the law because they 
knew the company’s inter-
nal systems so well.

GSK officials were not 
immediately available to 
comment on the ministry 
statement. It was unclear 
if the statement the min-
istry cited was one GSK 
had released or was just 
made available to police. 
Hussain was dispatched to 
China by Chief Executive 
Andrew Witty, along with 
the group’s global head of 
internal audit and a senior 
legal official, a person fa-
miliar with the matter said 
on Friday.— Reuters

involved in child injuries, 
and that the frequency may 
be increasing. But accord-
ing to the report published 
on Monday in Pediatrics, 
those studies were mostly 
small case studies, and the 
information was becoming 
out of date as the style and 
average number of TVs in 
US homes has been chang-
ing in recent years. For a 
more recent look at TV-re-
lated injuries in US children 
from 1990 through 2011, 
Smith and his colleagues 
used a database of emer-
gency department visits at 
a nationally representative 

sample of hospitals.
The researchers found 

that about 381,000 children 
and teenagers were treated 
in US emergency depart-
ments for TV-related inju-
ries during that time. More 
than half of the injuries 
were caused by falling TVs, 
another 38 percent were 
caused by children running 
into the units and about 9 
percent were caused by oth-
er situations, including tel-
evisions being moved from 
one location to another.

The majority of the 
injuries were to boys and 
about 64 percent of the 

injuries were to children 
less than five years old. 
Two-year olds were the 
age group most likely to be 
hurt. There were six deaths.

The head and neck area 
was the most common site 
of injury, and cuts, bruises 
and concussions the most 
common types of injury. 
The overall rate of TV-re-
lated injuries held steady at 
about 17,000 per year over 
the 22-year period.

The percentage of in-
juries related to “striking” 
TVs fell dramatically over 
time, however, while the 
rate of injuries caused by 

falling TVs doubled from 
about 1 per 10,000 chil-
dren in 1990 to about 2 per 
10,000 children in 2011. 
Although homes have more 
TVs now than years ago, 
Smith said that doesn’t ex-
plain why injuries related to 
falling TVs were increasing 
but not injuries from run-
ning into the units. 

“What we’re finding 
is when those second and 
third TVs are being brought 
into these homes, the (older 
and bulkier units) are be-
ing moved and put in other 
parts of the home that are 
unsafe,” said Smith, who is 

also director of the Centre 
for Injury Research and 
Policy at Nationwide Chil-
dren’s Hospital in Colum-
bus, Ohio.

For example, as more 
people buy flat-screen TVs, 
their older and bulkier units 
are being put in bedrooms 
or playrooms on top of 
dressers, bureaus, drawers 
and armoires, which may 
tip over because they were 
never designed to sup-
port TVs. “TVs need to be 
strapped or anchored to the 
wall. I think that’s our big-
gest problem right now.”

Reuters
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Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad heads the plenary 
meeting of the central committee of the ruling al-Baath 
party, in Damascus in this handout photograph distri-

buted by Syria’s national news agency SANA  
on 8 July, 2013. — Reuters

By relying on Iran, Syria’s 
Assad risks irrelevance

Amman, 22 July — 
Military support from Iran 
and its Shi’ite ally Hezbol-
lah has given Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad new 
impetus in his fight against 
the insurgents intent on 
ousting him, but at a price.

Assad now risks los-
ing much of his autonomy 
to Teheran and becoming a 
pawn in a wider sectarian 
war between Sunni Mus-
lims and Shi’ites that may 
not end even if he is forced 
to step down, military ex-
perts and diplomats in the 
region say.

Having lost thousands 
of troops and militiamen 
from his Alawite sect as 
the war grinds through its 
third year, and anxious to 
preserve his elite loyalist 
units, Assad is now relying 
on Hezbollah from Leba-
non and other Shi’ite mili-
tias allied with Iran to turn 
the tide of battle.

Alawite army units 
with their vast arsenal of 
artillery and missiles have 
been taking a back seat in 
combat, using these weap-
ons supported by the air 
force to obliterate rebel-
lious neighbourhoods and 
blow holes in rebel lines 
for Iranian-and Hezbollah-
trained local militias.

In some cases men 
from Hezbollah, an Ira-
nian-backed group that 
is one of Lebanon’s most 
powerful military and po-
litical forces, have been 
doing the street fighting, 
according to rebel com-
manders and other opposi-
tion sources.

Under this new ar-
rangement, Hezbollah and 
Iran have become directly 
involved in the command 
structures of Assad’s forc-
es, eroding his authority 
and the Alawite power base 
that has underpinned four 

decades of family rule by 
him and his father.

The Alawites, to which 
Assad belongs, are an off-
shoot of Islam that has 
controlled Syria since the 
1960s. Unlike the Shi’ites 
in Iraq, Iran and Lebanon, 
Syria’s Alawites tend to 
be secular and lack the re-
ligious zeal that has helped 
motivate thousands of 
Shi’ite militia to come to 
Syria.

Security sources in the 
region estimate there are 
about 15,000 Shi’ite fight-
ers from Lebanon and Iraq 
in Syria, and they have 
helped produce success on 
the battlefield, reversing 
gains made by rebels in two 
years of fighting.

When rebel fighters 
have held confined areas, 
such as the border town of 
Qusair, which was overrun 
by Hezbollah and Assad 
loyalists two months ago, 

they have put themselves 
at a serious disadvantage, 
the sources said. Rebellious 
Sunni districts in Homs to 
the south are being hit hard 
and Damascus suburbs, a 
main concentration of the 
Arab-and Western-backed 
Free Syrian Army, are un-
der siege as the war’s death 
toll climbs above 90,000.

But Assad’s newfound 
military advantage may 
prove short lived, despite 

the increasing pressure on 
the rebels, military experts 
and diplomats believe. The 
fall of Qusair, and Hezbol-
lah’s triumphant rhetoric, 
spurred regional heavy-
weight Saudi Arabia into 
action.

The kingdom, diplo-
mats say, has assumed the 
main role in backing the 
opposition in coordination 
with the United States.

Reuters

Tunisian 
police seize 

large quantities 
of weapons
Tunis, 22 July  — Tu-

nisian anti-terrorist police 
have seized large quantities 
of weapons and ammuni-
tion in the capital Tunis as 
part of a nationwide opera-
tion, Mosaique FM reported 
on Sunday, quoting the Al 
Chourouk daily. The report 
said the seized weapons, 
including guns and hand 
grenades, were found in a 
populous district of the capi- 
tal and the towns of Nabeul 
and Le Kef, adding that the 
weapons were smuggled into 
Tunisia by a group of radical 
Islamists.

In a related event, the 
Algerian army has destroyed 
a four-wheel drive vehicle 
transporting weapons from 
Libya and heading for the 
Tunisian border, Mosaique 
FM said, adding that at least 
two assailants were killed 
and some others injured in an 
exchanging fire.— Xinhua

An Afghan policeman searches the body of a pas-
senger in Spera district of Khost Province in eastern 
Afghanistan on 21 July, 2013. The brother of Spera 
district chief was killed along with five other people 
in the eastern Afghan Province of Khost on Sunday 

morning, said an official. 
Xinhua

Ten militants killed in 
northern Afghan provinces

Kabul, 22 July — Ten 
militants were killed and 
eight others wounded on 
Sunday in two northern 
Afghan provinces, officials 
said. In Baghlan Province, 
five militants were killed 
in an on-going operation 
which kicked off early Sun-
day morning.

“Afghan army and po-
lice launched a joint clean-
up operation code-named 
Maiwand 3 in Baghlan-e-
Markazi District, killing 
five Taleban militants, in-
juring two and detaining 
two others up to now, “ pro-
vincial police spokesman 
Jawid Bisharat told Xinhua, 
adding the raid will go on 
for coming days.

Hamas reeling from Egyptian crackdown 
on Gaza tunnels

Gaza, 22 July — Pal-
estinians in the Gaza Strip 
are reeling from another 
devastating blockade but 
this time they are blam-
ing Egypt, the neighbour-
ing Arab power they once 
hoped would end their iso-
lation, rather than their old 
foe Israel. In a few weeks 
of digging, dynamiting and 
drenching, Cairo’s troops 
have destroyed many of the 
smuggling tunnels that ran 

Panama finds MiG fighter jets on  
North Korean arms ship

Colon, (Panama), 22 
July — Panamanian inves-
tigators unloading the cargo 
of a seized North Korean 
ship that carried arms from 
Cuba have found the two 
MiG-21 fighter jets the Cu-
ban government had said 
were on board, the govern-
ment said on Sunday.

Alongside the two su-
personic planes, originally 
produced by the Soviet 
Union in the late 1950s, of-
ficials found two missile 
radar systems on board the 
Chong Chon Gang, Presi-
dent Ricardo Martinelli told 
reporters in the Atlantic port 
of Colon.The discovery, 
which included cables and 
electrical equipment, was 
made inside containers on 
the ship Panama had feared 
might contain explosive 
material. None was found. 

After stopping the vessel 
bound for North Korea last 
week, Panama revealed it 
had found weapons in the 
cargo hold late on Monday. 
In response, Cuba said the 
shipment contained a range 
of “obsolete” arms being 

sent to North Korea for re-
pair.

Panama has asked the 
UN Security Council to in-
vestigate the ship and its 
contents amid suspicion that 
the vessel is in breach of a 

wide-ranging arms embargo 
on North Korea for its nu-
clear and ballistic missile 
programme. “One can’t 
take undeclared weapons 
through the Panama Canal 
below other cargo,” Mar-
tinelli said, adding that he 
had not spoken personally 
to any Cuban officials since 
they first asked for the ship 
to be released last Saturday.

Javier Caraballo, Pana-
ma’s top anti-drugs prose-
cutor, said the planes gave 
off a strong odor of gaso-
line, indicating that they had 
likely been used recently. So 
far, Panama has not found 
anything not on the Cubans’ 
list of ordnance, he added. 
The UN team is expected to 
arrive in early August once 
Panama has finished unload-
ing the 155 metre (510 foot) 
ship.—Reuters

Panamaian forensic workers close a container holding 
a MiG-21 fighter jet seized from the North Korean-

flagged ship Chong Chon Gang, during investigations 
at the Manzanillo Container Terminal in Colon city  

on 21 July, 2013. — Reuters

In addition, five mili-
tants were killed and six 
others wounded in an en-
gagement between army 
and militants in Ghormash 
district of the northern 
province of Faryab, accord-
ing army spokesman Riza 
Rizahee.

The Taleban-led in-
surgency has been rampant 
since the militant group 
launched annual spring of-
fensive in April against Af-
ghan government forces and 
about 98,000 NATO-led 
troops. Earlier on Sunday, 
five civilians were wounded 
when a Taleban bomb went 
off in Spin Boldak district 
of southern Kandahar Pro-
vince. — Xinhua

under the Egypt-Gaza bor-
der and which had provided 
the cramped coastal enclave 
with commercial goods as 
well as weaponry.

The Islamist Hamas 
government, which taxes 
much of the traffic through 
the underground passages, 
has been hit hard by the 
losses. Ordinary Palestin-
ians, many of them depend-
ent on UN aid handouts, 
have seen prices for staple 

goods skyrocket.” There 
is a difficult humanitarian 
situation in Gaza because 
of the Egyptian measures 
on the borders,” said Ha-
mas spokesman Sami Abu 
Zuhri. “Most of the tunnels 
were demolished and the 
few that remain open are 
paralysed.” He likened the 
crisis to 2007, when Israel, 
responding to the Hamas 
takeover of Gaza in a brief 
civil war with Western-

backed Palestinian rivals, 
clamped down on the ter-
ritory.

Israel still maintains a 
strict control of all imports 
into Gaza to prevent arms 
reaching Hamas, which 
refuses to recognize the 
Jewish state and has often 
clashed with it. Under inter-
national accords, merchan-
dise cannot be imported via 
Egypt.

Reuters
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Vaccination against foot-and-mouth disease 

Kyaukse, 22 July—
The  ca t t l e  ha s  been 
vaccinated free of charge 
against foot-and-mouth 
disease in 29 villages of 
seven village-tracts in 
Kyaukse Township of 
Mandalay Region by a 
group led by Assistant 
Lecturer Dr Hlaing Min 
Oo of Livestock Breeding 
and Veterinary Department 

under the Ministry of 
Livestock and Fisheries 
and the students from Yezin 
University of Veterinary 
Science on 20 July.

Of seven kinds  of 

foot-and-mouth disease, 
three kinds can be found 
in Myanmar. It can be 
happened every season but 
especially in rainy season.

Kyaukse District (IPRD)

CDMA 800 MHZ phones 
can be used in Chin State
T i d d i m ,  22  Ju ly—

CDMA 800 MHZ mobile 
phone radio station was 
launched in Haka of Chin 
State on 15 July and now, it 
can be used its nearby area.

C D M A  8 0 0  M H Z 
phone can be used across 
the country except Chin 
S ta te .  At  p resen t ,  a s 
CDMA 800 mobile station 
was built in Chin State, 
CDMA 800 MHZ SIM 
cards 2500 were sold in 
Haka through lucky draw 
programme.

“Except Chin State, 
CDMA 800 MHZ phones 
can be used in the regions 
and states. Now, it is ready 
to use CDMA 800 MHZ 
phone as the radio station 
was opened in the state,” 
sa id  Mobi le  Engineer 
U Aung Kyaw Thet of 

MPT under the Ministry 
of Communications and 
Information Technology.

MPT will sell K 1500 
GSM SIM card 200,000 
and CDMA 800 MHZ SIM 
cards 1500,000 in July, said 
Mobile Chief Engineer U 
Khin Maung Tun.

Myanmar has over 
8 per cent mobile phone 
density using over 7 million 
phone lines and most of 
them are GSM lines, said 
an engineer from MPT.

A t  p r e s e n t ,  t h e 
extens ions  of  CDMA 
mobile phone networks 
are not included in mobile 
networks implemented 
by MPT. They extended 
mainly GSM Networks, 
said Engineer U Thant 
Sin Htay.—Kyemon-Nay 
Su (Yoma)  

Man charged over former wife killing 
Thanlyin, 22 July — 

A man was arrested after 
stabbing his former wife 
to death at Thanlyin police 
station on 19 July.

Police was reported 
by Ko Chit Oo Maung, the 
victim’s spouse, that Ohnma 
Win was stabbed to death 
when she was in quarrel 
with Ko Aung Kyaw Win, 
her former husband, at her 
house in Phayakone village 

in Thanlyin Township. 
The incident occurred 

shortly after the suspect 
arrived at the house and 
quarreled with the victim. 
Ma Ohnma Win died of two 
stab wounds in her left neck 
and left breast.    

Thanlyin police station 
charged Ko Aung Kyaw 
Win with murder of his 
former wife. — Kyemon-
Thet Khaing (Thanlyin)

Undisciplined private filling stations 
prohibited temporarily in Mandalay

M a n d a l a y ,  2 2 
July—Four private filling 
stations in Mandalay were 
prohibited to sell petrol 
temporarily due to failure 
of designated standards 
and norms. One fuel filling 
station was prohibited its 
license and three fuel filling 
stations were proscribed 
the rights to sell petrol 
for one month.  Those 
fuel filling stations are 
Myanmar Soe Moe and 

YeU in Mahaaungmye 
Township, Shwezinyaw in 
Aungmyethazan Township 
and Great Wall in Patheingyi 
Township.

M an d a l a y  R e g io n 
M y a n m a  P e t r o l e u m 
P r o d u c t s  E n t e r p r i s e 
and Petroleum Products 
Import and Distribution 
Supervisory Committee 
inspected the quality, price 
and measure of petroleum 
monthly and prohibited 

undisciplined fuel filling 
stations.

Although private fuel 
filling stations installed 
digital pumps manufactured 
by China and Thailand, 
some fuel stations changed 
und i s c ip l i ned  d ig i t a l 
pumps. Over 100 private 
fuel filling stations have 
been allowed to operate 
their business in Mandalay 
Region.—Kyemon-Maung 
Pyi Thu (Mandalay) Transportation

Bridge construction works on Kalewa-
Mawlaik road under implementation 

Kalay, 22 July — 
Kalewa-Mawlaik road 
is 37 miles long and it 
can be used only in open 
season. Road users have to 
experience annual traffic 
disruptions when the rains 
pour down in torrents, 
damaging the road. The 
road and bridges on it call 
for maintenance yearly.  
A local said people in 
Kalewa and Mawlaik used 
to encounter traffic delays 
for about a decade. 

A s  o f  2 0 1 2 -
2013 fiscal year,  the 
government set a three-
year plan to upgrade the 

Kalewa-Mawlaik road and 
works are being carried 
out by district/township 
engineers in cooperation 
with special construction 
g roups  ( road /br idge) . 
Upgrading of  br idges 
will be prioritized before 
paving the road, it is learnt.

Fifty-foot and above 
bridges on the road are 
b e i n g  u p g r a d e d  i n t o 
concre te  ones  by  the 
special bridge construction 
group (11). During the 
2012-2013 fiscal year, six 
bridges— 120 feet long 
Wahpyu creek bridge, 90 
feet long Lahaw creek 

bridge, 110 feet long 
Mwaygyi creek bridge, 
130 feet long Thaphan 
creek bridge, 80 feet long 
Wahnat creek bridge and 
80 feet long Tagun creek 
bridge— were built. It 
is planned to construct 
f ive more bridges in 
2013-2014 fiscal year, it 
is learnt. 

Bridges on the road 
were mainly damaged 
by bad weather. If the 
condition of bridges gets 
better, the road can be 
used the whole year. 	
Kyemon-Shin Nay Min  
                              (Kalay)

Road/bridge construction in Yangon set to 
complete prior to SEA Games

Ya n g o n ,  22 July 
— Actions are being 
taken to reduce traffic 
congestions in Yangon by 
building parking lots and 
overpasses. According to 
the Engineering Depart-
ment of Yangon City 
Development Committee, 
it is set to complete prior to 
the 27th SEA Games hosted 

by Myanmar.
Now, construction of 

more car parks and bridges 
is gaining momentum for 
timely completion before 
coming December. 

T w o  o v e r p a s s e s , 
B a y i n t n a u n g  a n d 
Shwegondine, are under 
construction and the two 
projects have been completed 

by 40 per cent. Construction 
of main structure of the two 
bridges is being carried out 
on all cylinders.   It was 
learnt that YCDC spent K 
55.52 billion on road/bridge 
construction for 2012-2013 
fiscal year and spending 
on it will increase up to K 
35000 million.

Kyemon-K Thein Swe

35 grams of heroin worth K 
525,000 seized in Tachilek

Tachilek, 22 July—It 
was learnt that 35 grams of 

heroin were seized from a 
person in Tachilek of Shan 

State (East) on 21 July.
A combined squad led 

by Police Inspector Hla 
Lwin together with witnesses 
searched the house of Nyi Kat 
at No 4/62 on Myitta Lane 
in Hsanhsai (Kha) Ward 
in Tachilek and seized one 
pack of heroin weighing 35 

grams worth K 525,000 from 
his room.

IP Hla Lwin opened 
a lawsuit against Nyi Kat 
at Tachilek Myoma Police 
Station in connection with 
drug possession case.

Kyemon-Myin  Mo  
                           (Tachilek) 

Complaints for bribery and 
corruption  

Complaints about bribery and corruption can be 
addressed to the Anti-Corruption Committee, the President 
Office at Office No. 18, Nay Pyi Taw, by anyone with his/
her name, CSC No., address and firm evidence.

Action will be taken against those who got involved 
in bribery and corruption in accordance with the law after 
a thorough investigation. 
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Health care
Generally, health care is the diagnosis, 

treatment, and prevention of disease, illness, 
injury, and other physical and mental impairments 
in humans. It refers to the work done in providing 
primary care, secondary care, and tertiary care, 
as well as in public health.

Primary care involves the widest scope 
of health care, including all ages of patients, 
patients of all socioeconomic and geographic 
origins, patients seeking to maintain optimal 
health, and patients with all manner of acute 
and chronic physical, mental and social health 
issues, including multiple chronicle diseases. 
Consequently, a primary care practitioner must 
possess a wide breadth of knowledge in many 
areas.

Secondary care is the health care services 
provided by medical specialists and other health 
professionals who generally do not have first 
contact with patients, for example, cardiologists, 
urologists and dermatologists.

It includes acute care: necessary treatment 
for a short period of time for a brief but serious 
illness, injury or other health condition, such 
as in a hospital emergency department. It also 
includes skilled attendance during childbirth, 
intensive care, and medical imaging services.

Tertiary care is specialized consultative 
health care, usually for inpatients and on referral 
from a primary or secondary health professional, 
in a facility that has personnel and facilities for 
advanced medical investigation and treatment, 
such as a tertiary referral hospital.

Access to health care varies across countries, 
groups and individuals, largely influenced 
by social and economic conditions as well 
as the health policies in place. In fact health 
care is delivered by practitioners in medicine, 
optometry, dentistry, nursing, pharmacy, allied 
health and other care providers.

In our country the Ministry of Health is the 
focal institution in providing health care services 
to all in cooperation with related departments, 
UN agencies, international organizations, private 
sector and local non-governmental organizations.

In Buddhism, rain 
retreat plays an important 
role for the Buddhist monks. 
It can be said like the year 
for the Buddhist monk 
because due the observance 
of rain retreat the Buddhist 
monks get one more year. 
But it should be asked 
first, what is rain retreat? 
How the Buddhist monks 
observe and so on are the 
important questions to 
emphasis in this paper. Rain 
retreat is called vassâvâsa 
in Pâli. Its literal translation 
is “the place (for the monk) 
for entering upon the rainy 
season”. It is called ‘Waso’ 
in Myanmar. Rain retreat 
is mainly concerned the 
Buddhist monk. But the 
Buddhis t  monks  a l so 
advised to the  novices to 
stay at one place to focus on 
study or practise depends 
on the type of monastery 
either learning centre or 
meditation centre. It  is 
observed in the countries of 
Thailand, Myanmar, Laos, 
Cambodia, Sri Lanka, India, 
Bangladesh, Vietnam and 
so on where the Theravâda 
Buddhist monks dwell. 

During the Buddha’s 
time the Buddhist monk 
usually traveled from place 
to place the whole year 
for the propagation of 
Buddhism before laying 
down the training rule for 
the observation of rain 
retreat. When the monks 
traveled during the rainy 
season they damaged the 
ditch and crops of the field 
and many small insects 
also died eventually. Due 
to those reasons the people 
criticized the Buddhist 
monks. The bird has the 
specific place during the 
rain retreat but the Buddhist 
monks keep travelling 
even during the rainy 
season which caused lot 
of damaged. When Lord 
Buddha heard the news he 
laid down the rule for the 
monk to observe the rain 
retreat for three months 
without going outside 
except the special cases. 
Oh Monks, I allowed you 
to enter the rain retreat for 
the whole three month. 

Rain retreat (vassâvâso) for Buddhist monks
By Venerable Ariyajoti

Bogyoke Aung San Museum 
(Natmauk) teemed with visitors 

Natmauk, 22 July— 
821 visitors frequented 
B o g y o k e  A u n g  S a n 
Museum of the Department 
of Archaeology, National 
Museum and Library under 
the Ministry of Culture from 
8 am to 5 pm on 19 July, 
66th Martyrs’ Day. 

T h e  m u s e u m  i s 
s i tuated in  Aung San 
Ward, Natmauk in Magway 
Region. 

Director-General U 
Thein Lwin, Assistant 
Director-General U Tun 
Tun Lwin and staff of the 
Archaeology, National 

Museum and  L ibra ry 
Department conducted 
round the visitors including 
monks and students from 
four corners of the country.

Kyemon-Hla Win 
(Township IPRD)

(Anujânâmi, bhikkhave, 
vassânevassam (temâsam) 
upagantun’ti.).1

There are two periods for 
entering the rain retreat. In 
this rain retreat 2556 Buddha 
Era, the entering upon the rain 
retreat starts after one day of 
the waxing fullmoon of Waso 
(23rd July 2013) to waxing 
fullmoon of Thadingyut (19th 
October, 2013) for the first 
rain retreat (purimakâ-vasso). 
The second or later rain 
retreat(pacchimikâ-vasso)
will start from a day after the 
waxing fullmoon of Wagaung 
(22nd August, 2013) to the full 
moon of Tazoungmon (17th 
November, 2013). If a monk 
could not enter in the first 
period then he has a chance 
to enter in the second one.

While entering upon 
the rain retreat a monk 
should recite the following 
Pâli formula “Imasmi-
mvihâreimamtemâsamvassa-
mupemi” which mean “I enter 
upon the rain retreat in this 
monastery for the whole three 
months” by reciting verbally 
(vacibheda) three times the 
recitation or the intention 
(âlayapariggâha) to stay. In 
the following places monks 
can spent the rain retreat 
namely:  monastery, curved 
house, long house, mansion, 
cave, cow-pen, boat, caravan 
or cart.2

When we look in 
Buddha’s biography, there 
were some events happened 
during the fullmoon of Asalha 
(Waso). Bodhisatta took 
conception in the mother 
womb. The Buddha preached 
the Dhammacakkapavat-
tanasutta, and the birth of 
Venerable Rahula. For the 
remembrance of the Lord 
Buddha’s event, Buddhist 
people observe by worshiping 
to the Buddha, performing 
sanghadâna, offering the rain 
retreat robes to the monks and 
so forth.

The Buddhist monks 
stay at the place where 
enter upon during the rain 
retreat. The monks do not 
stay overnight outside the 
dwelling place during this 
period. 

However, Lord Buddha 
gave permission to stay outside 
the monastery overnight for 
utmost seven days on the 
following occasions:
i.	 The monks can go 

without any invitation to 
anyone of father, mother, 
monk, nun, probationer, 
male and female novice 

while becomes sick.
ii.	 Invitation of brothers, 

sisters, relatives, a 
person who lives with 
monk, lay followers. 

iii.	 O t h e r s  m o n k s 
o b s e r v a t i o n  o f 
probation (parivâsa), 
deserve manatta and 
rehabilitation (abhânna) 
while commit one of the 
Sanghâdisesa offences.

iv.	 To dispel the wrong-
view of a monks, nuns, 
novices, probationers.

v.	 T o  c o n s o l e  t h e 
d i s sa t i s f ac t ion  o r 
remorse of monks etc.

vi.	 To give moral training 
and ordinations of  
female probationer and 
novices.

vii.	 Sangha matter.
The Buddhist monks 

do not commit any offence 
while breaking the rain 
retreat by staying overnight 
beyond the compound when 
meet any of the following 
dangers mentioned in 
Mahâvagga under the section 
of “Entering Upon the Rain 
Retreat”:
i.	 Attack of wild animal
ii.	 Attack of criminal
iii.	 Burnt monastery and 

villages 
iv.	 House moved by robbers
v.	 Possibility of breaking 

schism (sanghabheda) 
if continue to stay there

vi.	 Unable to gather suitable 
and enough food in that 
place

vii.	 Danger for monastic life 
D u r i n g  t h e  r a i n 

retreat the monks should 
not introduced any new 
rules others than Buddha’s 
promulgation such as silent 
observance etc. At once the 
monksdecided to observe the 
rain retreat without talking 
each other, thus:”We should 
neither address on another 
nor converse. Whoever 
returns first from alms-round 
in the village should take the 
duty of preparation and the 
whoever returns last will take 
the duty of cleaning. Even in 
the case it is impossible for 
a monk to set out water on 
his own strength, he should 
not break into speech. He 
should rather signal someone 
by bodily intimation to come 
and  help him.”3After they 
visited to the Lord Buddha 
and they replied all detailed 
as “silent observance” during 
the rain retreat to the Lord 
Buddha. Then Lord Buddha 
criticize to the monks not to 
observe as the cow-practise 

and so on. 
In the learning centre 

the monks learn in a certain 
subject or practise meditation 
in the meditation retreat 
during rain retreat. During 
Buddha’s time the monks 
observed the rain retreat 
and at the end of the retreat 
they attained noble path and 
fruition(magga-phala).

After spending for 
the whole three months 
without breaking overstay 
there comes the invitation 
ceremony(pavârana). During 
this ceremony all the monks 
who spent the vassa together 
they invite each other thus: “ 
Your reverences I invite the 
sangha in respect of what 
has been seen or hear or 
suspected. Let the venerable 
ones speak to me out of 
compassion, and seeing I 
will make amends,”. By 
requesting the residence 
monks as above there 
becomes the unity among 
the sangha and off course 
the monks themselves purify 
their morality. 

The monks can accept 
the kathina robe for the 
monks who entered upon 
in the first period of vassa 
(pu r imikâ -vasso ) ,  by 
observing the whole three 
months without breaking 
the rain retreat (navassa-
acchedo)  and observance 
of invitation ceremony in 
the first period of rain retreat 
(pathamapavâranâyapav-
âritabhâvo).

Is it not very important for 
the Buddhists to understand 
about rain retreat? Although 
all should be known on 
rain retreat but the most 
important is for the Buddhist 
monks to get clear idea on 
it because he has to observe 
according to the admonition 
of Lord Buddha. Through the 
observance of rain retreat 
either the Buddhist monks, 
novices or nuns, they all get 
many benefits especially 
thetheoretical and practical 
knowledge on Buddhism. 
Therefore, it should learn 
more  on rain retreat to have 
the detailed understanding 
for the purpose of acquiring 
the worthy of monastic life 
in Buddhism.
Notes
(Endnotes)
	 1Mahâvaggapâli,p-192
	 2 The Essential Principles 

in Vinaya, p-151; The 
Books of Discipline 
vol-iv, p-187.

	 3Ibid. p-249.
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Botahtaung Kyaikdaeup Pagoda packed with pilgrims.—mna 

Shwephonepwint 
Pagoda teemed with 

pilgrims.
mna

Yangon Region Chief Minister U Myint Swe and wife present offertories to 
Sayadaws at Waso Robe Offering Ceremony.—mna

Devotees at 
Uppatasanti Pagoda 

in Nay Pyi Taw.
mna

Shwedagon Pagoda in Yangon teemed 
with devotees from different regions on 

fullmoon day of Waso 
(Dhammacakka Day).—mna

Paritta recitation taking place at Uppatasanti Pagoda in Nay Pyi Taw.
mna

Activities of devotees at different  
religious edifices in Nay Pyi Taw 

and Yangon on the Waso  
fullmoon day
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Netanyahu, dogged by hardliners, 
to put Kerry peace ideas to cabinet

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu smiles during the opening ceremony of 
the 19th Maccabiah Games at Teddy Stadium in Jerusalem on 18 July, 2013.

 Reuters

Jerusalem, 22 July—
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu will seek formal 
cabinet backing for reviving 
US-sponsored peace talks 
with the Palestinians, an Is-
raeli official said, after pro-
settler ministers threatened to 
try and thwart the initiative.

Netanyahu’s plan 
seemed to cast some doubt 
on how soon US Secretary 
of State John Kerry might be 
able to relaunch talks stalled 
since 2010, with neither Is-
rael nor the Palestinians hav-
ing agreed to renew them, in 
spite of his announcement of 
a breakthrough on Friday. 
An Israeli official, speaking 

on condition of anonymity, 
said late on Sunday that no 
date had been set for sending 
negotiators to Washington, 
confounding Kerry’s expec-
tations that talks there could 
begin “within the next week 
or so”.

Before negotiations re-
sume, Netanyahu would first 
ask his cabinet “to empower 
him to renew the diplomatic 
process with the Palestin-
ians”, the Israeli official said. 
The official said it had yet to 
be determined whether the 
full cabinet

would vote on Kerry’s 
proposals at its next ses-
sion on 28  July, or whether 

a smaller security cabinet 
would debate the matter later 
this week.

The Israeli leader would 
also seek cabinet authori-
zation to answer Palestin-
ian demands for a release 
of dozens of prisoners as a 
goodwill gesture, with a plan 
to free them in a four-stage 
process lasting over nine 
months, the official said. Pal-
estinians have demanded that 
Israel free inmates held from 
before a 1993 interim peace 
accord. Right-wing Israelis 
oppose such a step because 
many of these prisoners were 
jailed for attacks in which Is-
raelis were killed.— Reuters

Canadian train disaster 
a dark turn for rail veteran

Ed Burkhardt, chairman of Montreal, Maine and 
Atlantic Railways (MMA), speaks to the media as he arrives 
in Lac-Megantic, Quebec on 10 July, 2013. — Reuters

New York, 22 July—
A blinding flash of orange 
light jarred Weyauwega 
residents awake before 
dawn on 4 March, 1996. 
An 81-car freight train had 
been barreling toward the 
farm town in central Wis-
consin when it jumped a 
broken rail. 

The train’s propane 
and petroleum cargo had 
caught fire and exploded. 
Gerald Poltrock II, a rookie 
local police officer, thought 
it was a prank when the 
dispatcher called to say the 
city “blew up.”

 It was no joke. When 
he arrived at the Mill Street 
railroad crossing, Poltrock 
recalled, the scene was 
“mass chaos.” Thirty-five 
rail cars were piled up like 
toys and firefighters were 
battling a roaring blaze. 
No one was seriously in-
jured or killed but the in-
ferno burned for 16 days 
and the entire town had to 
be evacuated. Seventeen 
years later, another North 
American railway disaster 
has brought back memories 
of Weyauwega. On 6 June, 
a runaway freight train with 
72 cars of crude oil derailed 
in Lac-Megantic, Quebec. 
A fireball leveled the center 
of the picturesque lakeside 
town and killed about 50 
people. 

Nearly two weeks 
later, emergency crew are 
still digging through the 
charred rubble to find bod-
ies, police are investigating 
to see if there was criminal 
negligence, and Canadian 
regulators are probing the 
railroad’s safety practices.

In both disasters, the 
railroads involved were 
headed by Edward A. Bur-
khardt, a veteran industry 
entrepreneur credited with 
helping to lead a renais-
sance in US regional and 
local freight railroads in the 
1980s and 1990s. There are 
clear differences between 
the two cases; for instance, 
the Wisconsin Central Ltd 
train that jumped the track 
in Weyauwega was oper-
ated by a two-man crew, 
while the Montreal, Maine 

& Atlantic Railway Corp 
(MMA) train that derailed 
in Lac-Megantic had a sole 
engineer who was not on 
board.

Still, a review of the 
US federal investigation 
into the Weyauwega de-
railment offers clues on 
the kinds of questions that 
MMA is likely to face 
from transportation safety 
regulators, according to rail 
industry executives, trans-
portation investigators and 
experts. Burkhardt, who is 
about to turn 75, stands by 
MMA’s safety record and 
noted the company had no 
serious derailments before 
Lac-Megantic. “I have nev-
er been involved with any-
thing remotely approaching 
this in my whole life,” he 
said.— Reuters

A woman walks by a damaged house in Songjiang  
District of east China’s Shanghai municipality, on 21 

July, 2013. A sudden gale battered Tiancun NO 2  
Village in Shanghai on Saturday, causing some 30 

houses damaged with no casualties report.—Xinhua

EU weighs sanctions against military wing of 
Hezbollah

Brussels, 22 July— 
European Union govern-
ments could decide to 
blacklist the military wing 
of Hezbollah on Monday, 
in a major policy rever-
sal fuelled by concerns 
over the Lebanese militant 
movement’s activities in 
Europe.

Britain has sought 
to persuade its EU peers 
since May to put the Shi’ite 
Muslim group’s military 
wing on the bloc’s terror-
ism list, citing evidence 
that it was behind a deadly 
bus bombing in Bulgaria 
last year. 

Until now, the EU 
has resisted pressure from 
Washington and Israel to 
blacklist Hezbollah, ar-
guing that it could fuel 
instability in Lebanon, 
where the group is part of 
the government, and add 
to tensions in the Middle 
East.

Diplomats say the op-
position to such a move 

is fading. “There are still 
reservations, but we are 
moving towards what 
could be a decision on the 
possible listing,” a senior 
EU official said. 

“The number of mem-
ber states which have dif-
ficulties with a possible 
decision has been slowly 
diminishing.” EU foreign 

ministers will discuss the 
issue on Monday in Brus-
sels. Blacklisting the mili-
tary wing would mean the 
freezing of any assets it 
may hold in the 28-nation 
bloc, though officials say 
there is scant information 
on the extent of Hezbol-
lah’s presence in Europe 
or on its assets. 

Britain, backed by 
France and the Nether-
lands among others, has 
argued that Hezbollah’s 
growing involvement in 
the Syrian war means Leb-
anon is already in a fragile 
situation and that the EU 
must  weigh the possibil-
ity of  future attacks  in  
Europe. —Reuters

Israel, US stage joint aerial drill
Jerusalem, 22 July—

The air forces of Israel and 
the United States launched 
on Sunday a joint drill, the 
Israeli military said in a 
statement.

An undisclosed num-
ber of F-15 and F-16 fight-
er jets from both sides are 
participating in the training 
event, code named Juniper 
Stallion 13, held at the Is-
rael Air Force(IAF)’s Uvda 
Base in the southern Negev 
Desert, during which pi-
lots will practice air-to- air 
combat manoeuvre, mid-

air refueling, bombing runs 
and other missions.

The two-week drill 
comes at a time of height-
ened tensions along Israel’s 
frontiers with Syria, Leba-
non and Egypt, but the Is-
rael Defence Forces(IDF) 
emphasized it is part of reg-
ularly scheduled training 
between the two nations. 

“The combined exer-
cise is designed to improve 
the interoperability and 
cooperation between the 
Israeli and US air forces, 
and has been planned for 

more than a year,” an IDF 
spokesman told Xinhua.

Military relations be-
tween Israel and the US 
have been consistently 
close, reflecting common 
security interests in the 
Middle East.  Joint exer-
cises are regularly held to 
maintain those ties, develop 
teamwork and share infor-
mation on new weapon sys-
tems and tactics. Israel also 
periodically holds aerial 
and naval drills with NATO 
members - either at home or 
abroad.—Xinhua



Tuesday, 23 July, 2013 11New Light of Myanmar
Regional

China upstart Qihoo 360 in talks to buy 
Sohu’s search engine

Beijing, 22 July — 
Qihoo 360 Technology 
Co (QIHU.N) said it is in 
early talks with Sohu.com 
Inc (SOHU.O) to buy its 
Sogou search engine, a 
deal estimated to be worth 
up to $1.4 billion and 
which would help the up-
start command a quarter of 

China’s search market. Qi-
hoo, a $7 billion US-listed 
company, broke onto the 
scene last year and has 
rapidly eaten away at in-
dustry leader Baidu Inc’s 
(BIDU.O) dominance to 
become the country’s No2 
search engine firm with a 
15 percent share.

M&A is heating up in 
China’s Internet industry, 
with deals increasing in 
value as the sector furiously 
chases ways to make mon-
ey off mobile platforms. 
Baidu, which has 69 percent 
of the search engine mar-
ket, said this week it plans 
to acquire the 91 Wireless 
app store from NetDragon 
Websoft Inc (0777.HK) for 
$1.9 billion, in a bid to beef 
up its mobile presence. But 
Qihoo stressed that the ne-
gotiations are still prelimi-
nary.

“Right now we’re not 
in the pricing stage yet. 
We’re still trying to fig-
ure out a way whether we 
can get this piece of asset 
and fully integrate it,” said 
Alex Xu, the company’s 
co-chief financial officer, in 
a telephone interview with 
Reuters. Any deal would 
be mostly funded with Qi-
hoo equity with a smaller 
portion funded by cash, 

A sign advertising the Qihoo 360 Technology Co Ltd 
is hung with the US and Chinese flags outside of the 

New York Stock Exchange before the company’s Initial 
Public Offering (IPO) in New York on 30 March, 2011.

Reuters

The Best Actor winner Jimmy Wong (R) and the Best 
Actress winner Lin Yen-cheng attend the awarding 
ceremony of the 15th Taipei Film Festival held in 

Taipei, southeast China’s Taipei, on 20 July, 2013.
Xinhua

he added. Qihoo reported 
$301 million of cash and 
cash equivalents at the end 
of March. Analysts have 
estimated Sogou’s search 
engine business could be 
worth between $1.2 billion 
and $1.4 billion.

“I think it’s a good 
buy for Qihoo, they can 
increase the market share 
a lot faster through M&A,” 
said Elinor Leung, an ana-
lyst at Hong Kong broker-
age CLSA. China’s mobile 
Internet market is expected 
to double to about 300 bil-
lion yuan ($48 billion) in 
2014 from 150 billion yuan 
in 2012, according to An-
alysys International.

The number of In-
ternet users in China was 
some 591 million people 
in June, up 41 percent 
from three years ago. 
Shares in Qihoo have risen 
92 percent since the begin-
ning of the year.

Reuters

Singapore environment agency 
says haze may come back

Singapore, 22 July  — 
The haze may come back 
to Singapore in the com-
ing days as the number of 
slash-and-burn hotspots 
increased on the Sumatra 
island in neighbouring In-
donesia, the National En-
vironment Agency said on 
Sunday.

The number of hot-
spots in Sumatra, as 
tracked by satellite, has 
gone up sharply over the 
last two days to reach 159 
on Saturday, it said in a 
statement. Of these, 63 are 
found to be in Riau Prov-
ince in central Sumatra, 

which is about 280 kilome-
tres from Singapore.

“Over the next two 
days, dry weather condi-
tions are expected to persist 
in most parts of Sumatra. 
Should there be a change in 
the wind direction to blow 
from the west, Singapore 
may then experience hazy 
conditions,” it said.

The smoke haze is 
currently not being blown 
towards Singapore, as the 
winds are from the south-
east or south. However, 
some of the states in Ma-
laysia have been experienc-
ing a worsening in their air 

quality since late Saturday 
morning.

The transboundary 
haze has been a persistent 
problem for the region as 
the practice of slash-and-
burn in creating farming 
fields is still common, es-
pecially in parts of Indone-
sia. It has made headlines 
this year as the smoke from 
Sumatra Indonesia led a 
haze over Singapore and 
parts of Malaysia, pushing 
the air pollution in these 
places to unprecedented 
“hazardous” levels and hit-
ting the tourism industries.

Xinhua

Wellington assesses damage after 
swarm of strong earthquakes

Wellington, 22 July  
— Parts of the New Zea-
land capital were cordoned 
off on Sunday as emer-
gency workers assessed 
the damage to buildings 
after a series of strong and 
severe earthquakes shook 
the city throughout the day.
The government’s GeoNet 
monitoring service said the 
quakes were centered about 
30 km east of Seddon, at 
the top of the South Island, 
with the two most signifi-
cant being a 5.8 magnitude 
quake about 19 km deep 
at 7:17 am and a 6.5 mag-
nitude quake about 17 km 
deep at 5:09 pm.

Each of them imme-
diately kicked off its own 
aftershock sequence, said 
a statement from GeoNet. 
“Repeated earthquake se-
quences such as this have 
happened before in this 
part of New Zealand, con-

People dressed as 
Japanese “yokai” 
specters attend a 

ceremony to celebrate 
the 20th anniversary 

of the founding of 
Mizuki Shigeru 

Road, a street named 
after a famous 

local cartoonist, in 
Sakaiminato, Tottori 

Prefecture,  
on 21 July,

2013. More than 
150 statues of yokai 

characters are 
displayed on the 

street. 
 Kyodo News

tinuing for some days. We 
just can’t predict when they 
will die away completely,” 
it said. One person was re-
portedly injured, accord-
ing to the Wellington Civil 
Defence department, but no 
other details were available.

Radio New Zealand 
reported that a central Wel-
lington hotel was evacuated 
after structural damage was 
discovered, while broken 
glass was strewn over other 
city streets.

Xinhua

Broken bottles litter the floor of Regional Wines and 
Spirits shop after a 6.5 magnitude earthquake shook 
New Zealand capital Wellington on 21 July, 2013.

Xinhua 

Cambodian opposition leader asks  
to run for 28 July  polls

Phnom Penh, 22 July 
— Cambodian opposition 
leader Sam Rainsy asked 
the National Election Com-
mittee (NEC) on Sunday to 
add his name to the voters 
list and the official candi-
dates list for the fifth Na-
tional Assembly elections 
on 28 July. Sam Rainsy, 
president of the Cambo-
dia National Rescue Party 

(CNRP), returned to Cam-
bodia on Friday after living 
nearly four years abroad in 
self-imposed exile to avoid 
an 11-year jail term on 
charges of disinformation 
and destruction of public 
property.

He was pardoned by 
King Norodom Sihamoni at 
the request of Prime Minis-
ter Hun Sen on 12 July. In a 

letter to NEC chairman Im 
Suosdey on Sunday, Sam 
Rainsy said: “Based on the 
royal pardon granted to me 
by the King on 12 July, I’d 
like to ask Your Excellency 
to study possibilities to add 
my name to the voters list 
and to the official candi-
dates list for the fifth Na-
tional Assembly elections 
on 28 July.”—Xinhua
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THE REPUBLIC OF THE UNION OF MYANMAR 
MINISTRY OF ENERGY

myanma oil and gas enterprise
(invitation for open tender)

(4/2013)
        Open tenders are invited for supply of the following respective items in United States Dollars and Myanmar Kyats.
Sr.No          Tender No 	              Description 	  	        	          Qty         	  Remark	
	    
	 (1)	 IFB -031(2013-2014)	 (a) SSB/HF Transceiver (Synthesized) (25 W-100W)	 (2) Nos	 US $
			   (b) VHF/FM Transceiver  (Synthesized) (25 W)	 (1) No
			   (c) VHF/FM Transceiver (Walkie-Talkie) (5 W)	 (11) Nos			 
	 (2)	 IFB -032(2013-2014)	 Spares for Komatsu Dozer	 (16) Items	 US $		
	 (3) 	 IFB -033(2013-2014)	 Spares for Kobelco Excavator	 (10) Items 	 US $		
	 (4) 	 IFB -034(2013-2014)	 Spares for Kobelco Excavator	 (11) Items	 US $		
	 (5) 	 IFB -035(2013-2014)	 Spares for D 375 Rig Pump	 (2l) Items	 US $		
	 (6)	 IFB -036(2013-2014)	 2 7/8" AOH Drill Pipe	 (3500) MTR	 US $
			   and Accessories (1) Lot	
	 (7) 	 IFB -037(2013-2014)	 13 5/8" x3K Well Head Assy	 (1) Lot	 US $		
	 (8) 	 IFB -038(2013-2014)	 13 5/8" x5K Well Head Assy 	 (1) Lot	 US $	
	 (9) 	 IFB -039(2013-2014)	 4 3/4" Tri Cone Rock Bit	 (10) Nos	 US $
	 (10) 	 IFB -040(2013-2014)	 National Torque Convertor (C 245-125)	 (3) Nos	 US $
	 (11) 	 DMP/L-016(2013-2014)	 Nissan Engine & Gear Box (Recondition)	 (1) Set	 Kyat	
	 (12) 	 DMP/L-017(2013-2014) 	 2" Pitch Double Roller Chain & Offset Link	 (2) Items	 Kyat	
	 (13)	 DMP/L-018(2013-2014) 	 10.00 x 20 Tyre, 11.00 x 20 Tyre,	 (6) Items	 Kyat
			   12.00 x 20 Tyre, 7.50 x 16 Tyre,
			   7.00 x 16 Tyre & 20.5 x 25-24 Ply Tyre
	 (14)	 DMP/L-019(2013-2014) 	 Rubber Cushion For CAT-3512	 (48) Nos	 Kyat		
			   Engine & Mitsubishi Generator		      
	 (15)	 DMP/L-020(2013-2014) 	 Bearings, Oil Seals & O-Rings	 (1) Lot	 Kyat
			   For EMSCO Drilling Rig

	-Tender Closing Date & Time -	 19-8-2013, 1300 Hrs.

       Tender Document shall be available during office hours commencing from 23rd July, 2013 at the Material Planning 
Department, Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, No (44) Complex, Nay Pyi Taw, Myanmar.

Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise
Ph: +95 67 - 411097/411206

A kid beats summer heat by covering the body with 
“watermalon clothes” in Wenzhou, East China’s  

Zhejiang Province. —Xinhua

Two suspects 
detained over 
bomb threats

Beijing, 22 July  — 
Two men were detained at 
the weekend for making 
bomb threats over the tel-
ephone, Beijing Municipal 
Public Security Bureau has 
said. A man called police 
and threatened to blow up 
an airport at 9:50 pm on 
Saturday. He was detained 
at home at 11 am. No ex-
plosives were found at his 
home.

The 39-year-old sus-
pect, a Beijing local sur-
named Wang holding a 
grudge over a land dispute, 
confessed to making the 
false call after drinking, ac-
cording to “Peaceful Bei-
jing,” the official microblog 
of the city police on Twit-
ter-like Sina Weibo.

Another man dialed 
110 at 10:48 pm on Satur-
day, saying he was on his 
way to explode a video 
game entertainment venue 
at Guangqumen, Chaoyang 
District. He was seized at 
midnight, with no explo-
sives found on him.

The 31-year-old sus-
pect, surnamed Liu from 
east China’s Jiangsu Prov-
ince, was upset after spend-
ing too much money at the 
venue and made the threat-
ening call to let off steam.

Xinhua

Carrier hopes to bring nation’s 
first seaplane service to Sansha

Beijing, 22 July — In 
Mo Qun’s eyes, Sansha, 
the country’s youngest city, 
will become China’s Mal-
dives, attracting tourists for 
island-to-island trips in the 
near future. Mo, general 
manager of Meiya Air Co 
Ltd, said the company has 
purchased five amphibious 
aircraft to help realize that 
dream. Two Cessna planes, 
which can take 19 passen-
gers each, are already in 
Sanya, and the rest will be 
delivered soon, he said.

“Meiya Air is planning 
to launch air express routes 
from Sanya to Sansha,” Mo 
told China Daily on Sunday, 
adding that the 70-minute 
flight would attract tourists 
who are put off by the 10-
hour boat trip. “Then flights 
between the islands of San-
sha will be our next target,” 
he said. However, he said 
the company is still waiting 
for government approval of 
its plans. Sansha is China’s 

Tourists arrive at Yongxing Island in Sansha, Hainan 
province, on Sunday. —Xinhua

youngest city, having been 
set up in July on Yongxing 
Island in the South China 
Sea region to administer the 
Xisha, Zhongsha and Nan-
sha island groups and their 
surrounding waters. With 
a total area of 13 square 
kilometres and a maritime 
area of 2.6 million sq km, 
it is the smallest prefecture-
level city in both population 
and land area.

On Friday, phase 1 of 
a port on Yongxing Island 

for civil use was completed 
with nine berths built, for 
an investment of about 340 
million yuan ($55 million). 
A new supply ship, the San-
sha No1, will be completed 
in early 2014 to help trans-
port much-needed materials 
to the islands. Mo said sea-
planes have an advantage in 
Sansha because they don’t 
need a runway for take-off 
or landing and can fly about 
1,500 kilometres before re-
fueling.—Xinhua

Flight’s emergency 
landing in Mumbai 
could not save this 

7-month-old
Mumbai, 22 July — 

A Chennai-bound IndiGo 
flight with 150 passengers 
onboard returned to city 
airport in Mumbai today 
after it was airborne for 
over an hour as there was 
a medical emergency on 
board involving a seven-
month-old infant.

The infant, suffering 
from cardiac disease, was 
later declared dead by the 
doctor who examined him 
at the parking bay after 
the aircraft made an emer-
gency landing.

The infant had three 
holes in his heart and was 
being taken to Chennai 
for a surgery, an IndiGo 
airline statement said.

“IndiGo flight 6E-
431 to Chennai departed 
on time from Mumbai and 
was air-borne by 10:31 
am. However, the flight 
had to return to Mumbai 

due to a medical emer-
gency on board involving 
a 7-month-old infant,” the 
statement said.

While airborne, the 
cabin crew paged for any 
doctor on board but only 
a medical practitioner 
was available, the airline 
said, adding that the crew 
performed CPR on the in-
fant and AED (automated 
external defibrillator) was 
also used to revive the 
pulse.

On arrival, the infant 
was immediately attended 
upon by a doctor, who de-
clared him dead, IndiGo 
said. “We understand the 
sensitivity of such situ-
ations; hence our crew 
on-board ensured that the 
infant received all possi-
ble medical attention on 
board and from our on-
ground staff,” it added.

 PTI

‘Smart’ street-lamps light up only 
if people around 

Washington, 22 July 
— An Indian-origin de-
signer has developed unique 
‘smart’ street-lamps which 
light up only in presence 
of people, an invention that 

could slash energy costs by 
80 per cent. The ‘on-de-
mand’ streetlights only glow 
in the presence of a people, 
bicycle or car, and remain 
dim the rest of the time.

The system dubbed 
Tvilight was invented by 
designer Chintan Shah 
while a student at Delft 
University of Technology 
in the Netherlands.— PTI



	 Tuesday, 23 July, 2013

ENTERTAINMENT

13New Light of Myanmar

Brad Pitt feels Angelina Jolie completes him
Los Angeles, 22 July—Actor Brad Pitt has report-

edly told his friends that his actress fiancee Angelina 
Jolie makes his life complete.

The 49-year-old Troy star, who raises six kids Mad-
dox, Pax, Zahara, Shiloh, and twins Knox and Vivienne 
with Jolie, is said to have never been so happy with his 

life, reported Contactmusic.
“Brad and Angie have found a fulfilment with each 

other that they’ve never had before. She’s spurred him on 
to greater things in his career and opened his 
world up to the joys of fatherhood. 
He’s ad- mitted to pals he has 
never felt so complete,” said a 
source.— PTI

Yo Yo Honey Singh wants to rap in regional 
languages

New Delhi, 22 July—
Rapper-musician Hirdesh 
Singh, popularly known as 
Yo Yo Honey Singh, who 
made quirky Punjabi-Hindi 
rap songs, now wants to go 
regional and rap in local 
languages.

Songs like Angrezi 
beat, Dope shop, Brown 
rang and Achko machko 
have made the 30-year-old 
a big name in the music 
world.

“My target for this year 
is to sing in regional lan-
guages of India,” said Sin-
gh, who recently rapped in 

Gujarati in the song Achko 
machko.

He added: “When I 
used to sing Punjabi songs, 
I saw people in Bangalore 
singing it, loving it, even 
though they did not under-
stand it. So, I thought why 
not sing in their language 
and make things easier for 
them?” Singh’s music was 
slammed for being “vul-
gar”. He denies writing an-
ything obscene or socially 
unacceptable, but accepts 
that certain things were 
mismanaged on his part.

PTI

Yo Yo Honey Singh has hit songs such as ongs like 
Angrezi beat, Dope shop, Brown rang and Achko 

machko to his credit.

Taylor Swift dating 
again?

Los Angeles, 22 July—Singer Taylor Swift is ru-
moured to be dating actor Matthew Gray Gubler, who is 
famous for playing criminal profiler Dr Spencer Reid on 
Criminal Mind.

33-year-old Gubler was a special guest at Swift’s 
bash in Rhode Island but she was apparently trying to 
keep the romance under wraps, reported Showbizspy.

“Taylor is nuts about Matthew. She posted photo-
graphs from the party on her blog that showed her backup 
dancers, but Matthew’s picture was conspicuously ab-
sent. It was as if Taylor was purposefully trying to keep 
his presence there on the downlow.

“Taylor’s trying to keep the whole relationship with 
Matthew secret for now. That’s why she’s saying they’re 
just friends. The truth is, she wants to get to know him 
better before they take the relationship public,” a source 
said.

The singer has previously dated One direction mem-
ber Harry Styles, Conor Kennedy and Taylor Lautner.

PTI

Taylor has previously dated One direction member 
Harry Styles, Conor Kennedy and Taylor Lautner.

Farmiga fights demons in  
‘The Conjuring,’ finds home in horror

Los Angeles, 22 
July — Actress Vera 

Farmiga is now a full-
fledged expert in the hor-

ror genre, but for the lead 
role in the film “The Con-
juring” she had to study hard 
to see the enigmatic inner 
workings of a clairvoyant.

“The Conjuring,” 
based on the true story of 
a paranormal investiga-
tion by demonologist 
and clairvoyant couple 
Ed and Lorraine War-
ren, follows a family 
tormented by super-
natural phenomenon 
in their home, lead-
ing to the mother’s 
possession by a 
demonic entity. 
The Warrens, 
best known for 
their involve-
ment in the 
“ A m i t y v i l l e 

Horror” case in which a New 

Cast member Vera Farmiga poses at the premiere 
of “The Conjuring’’ at the Cinerama Dome in Los 
Angeles, California on 15 July, 2013. —Reuters

York couple said their house 
was haunted by a demonic 
presence, are portrayed in 
“The Conjuring” by Patrick 
Wilson and Farmiga, who 
worked with Lorraine War-
ren for the making of the 
film.

“The most imperative 
thing for me was how to con-
vey her clairvoyance and it 
had to do with how she per-
ceives things, how she takes 
things in. What touched me 

about her was her incredible 
empathy for others, and her 
dedication to help others,” 
Farmiga said.

Warner Bros’ “The 
Conjuring” comes on the 
heels of a new influx of 
supernatural horror films 
waved in by the “Paranor-
mal Activity” franchise, 
low-budget films that drum 
up big scares and revenue at 
the box office.

Reuters

Eva Longoria 
denies dating 

George 
Clooney

Los Angeles, 22 
July—Actress Eva Longo-
ria has shot down rumours 
about her dating superstar 
George Clooney.

The 38-year-old for-
mer Desperate Housewives 
star, took to micro-blog-
ging site twitter to clarify 
that the two are just friends, 
reported Ace Showbiz.

“As interesting as the 
rumours are, they aren’t 
true,” she posted.

The rumours began to 
rise after it became public 
that the American actor had 
attempted to pursue Longo-
ria while he was dating Sta-
cy Keibler. Clooney, who 
ended his relationship with 
Keibler last month, has dat-
ed many popular beauties 
like Renee Zellweger, Lisa 
Snowdon and Elisabetta 
Canalis in the past.—PTI

There were rumours that George Clooney had attempted 
to pursue Eva Longoria while he was dating  

Stacy Keibler.Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie
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MotoGP leader Marquez wins US Grand Prix
New York, 22 July—

Spanish rookie sensation 
Marc Marquez outduelled 
pole sitter Stefan Bradl 
to win the US Grand Prix 
for Honda on Sunday and 
stretch his lead at the top of 
the MotoGP standings to 
16 points.

It was the second con-
secutive win and third of 
the season for the 20-year-
old, who becomes the 
youngest rider to win back-
to-back races in the pre-
mier class.

The previous youngest 
was American ‘Fast’ Fred-
die Spencer, the 21-year-
old winner of the opening 
two races of the 1983 sea-
son.

Bradl, the first German 
to start a premier class race 
on pole in the modern era, 
settled for second and his 
first podium in MotoGP.

Italy’s seven-times 
world champion Valentino 
Rossi completed the podi-
um places after holding off 
Spain’s Alvaro Bautista to 

take third for Yamaha.
“I could see that Marc 

had a good speed, he was 
behind me all the time,” 
said LCR Honda rider Bra-
dl. “But anyway I am very 
happy with my first podium 
in MotoGP.”

“It’s a great result for 
me and also for the team.”

“It was so important 
because the pressure was 
high and all the last week-
end we were close to it. We 
knew we had the speed and 
now we jump on the podi-

Repsol Honda MotoGP rider Marc Marquez of Spain at 
the Sachsenring circuit, near the eastern German town 

of Hohenstein-Ernsthal, on 14 July, 2013.
Reuters

um and it’s so nice.”
Marquez has 163 

points to compatriot and 
team mate Dani Pedrosa’s 
147 in the championship 
race.

“I am very happy not 
for that moment but for 
the 25 points because that 
race was very important 
for me,” said Marquez. “At 
that circuit I expected to be 
struggling a little bit but in 
the end we take 25 points. I 
am so happy.”

Reuters

Ronaldo scores 
two as Real hit 
Bournemouth 

for six

Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo scores with a free 
kick against Bournemouth during their friendly soccer 

match at Dean Court in Bournemouth, 
on 21 July, 2013.—Reuters

Bournemouth, 22 
July—Nine-times Eu-
ropean champions 
Real Madrid fielded 
their big guns on Sun-
day for a friendly against 
Bournemouth that was all 
about a once-in-a-lifetime 
occasion for the English 
second tier club rather than 
the Spanish giants’ 6-0 vic-
tory.

Fans had queued over-
night for tickets to see the 
likes of Cristiano Ronaldo 
take to the pitch at their 
modest club’s 12,000-ca-
pacity Goldsands Stadium 
and they were not disap-
pointed as new Real man-
ager Carlo Ancelotti named 
a strong lineup.

Ronaldo, the world’s 
most expensive player after 
his 80 million pound move 
to Real from Manchester 
United in 2009, opened the 
scoring on 21 minutes with 
a free kick, adding another 
goal on 40 before Sami 
Khedira made it three on 
43.

Substitute Gonzalo 

Higuain got his name on 
the scoresheet in the 47th, 
while winger Angel Di 
Maria netted the fifth on 
68 minutes and Brazilian 
midfielder Casemiro scored 
from close range eight min-
utes from time to finish the 
rout.

The hammering did 
not matter to Bournemouth 
fans, who having shelled 
out 60 pounds a ticket —
well over double the price 
of a seat for a league game 
— were keen to savour the 
spectacle.

They applauded the 
skills of their big-name vis-
itors in a match, arranged 
through mutual contacts, 
that was part of the south 
coast club’s celebration for 
winning promotion to the 
Championship last season.

While the memories of 
the day Real Madrid came 
to town will be treasured for 
many years, it will be back 
to reality for Bournemouth 
on 3 August when they kick 
off their league campaign at 
home to Charlton Athletic.

Reuters

Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho to 
reunite with Inter Milan in 2016, 

says club president
Milan, 22 July—In-

ter Milan president Mas-
simo Moratti revealed Jose 
Mourinho had promised to 
return to manage the Serie 
A giants in 2016.

Mourinho created his-

tory with Inter in 2010 
when he steered the team to 
the ‘treble’ and has always 
said he could return to San 
Siro in the future, reports 
Xinhua. “I called Mourinho 
to wish him the best for his 

return to Chelsea,” Moratti 
was quoted by La Stampa 
as saying.

“What did Jose say? 
He said we’ll meet again 
at Inter in three years,” he 
said.—PTI

Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho

US hammer El Salvador to reach 
Gold Cup semis

Baltimore, 22 July—
The victory set up a meet-
ing with Honduras, who 
edged Costa Rica 1-0 to 
reach the last four. Mexico 
meet Panama in the other 
semi-final in Arlington, 
Texas on Wednesday.

Landon Donovan of the 
US gestures after scor-
ing a goal during the 

second half of 

their 
CONCACAF Gold 

Cup quarter-final match 
against El Salvador in 
Baltimore, Maryland 

on 21 July, 2013.
Reuters

sabbatical around the start 
of the year, rallied the team 
with a second-half goal and 
three assists. 

He set up Clarence 
Goodson’s opening score in 
the 21st minute before Joe 
Corona gave the Americans 
a 2-0 lead just eight minutes 
later in front of an approv-
ing home crowd.

El Salvador’s Rodolfo 
Zelaya converted a penalty 
to trim the lead before half-
time but the US broke the 
match open after the break. 
Eddie Johnson and Mikkel 
Diskerud added goals aided 
by Donovan, who netted his 
own score late.—Reuters

The Americans were 
rarely challenged in the 
tournament’s opening stag-
es and they carried their 
momentum to a ninth con-
secutive win. 

The 31-year-old Dono-
van, who took a four-month 

Manchester United’s Darren Fletcher to 
miss start of season

Darren Fletcher

miss the beginning of the 
season.”

Fletcher spent nine 
months on the sidelines in 
2012 to see if his symptoms 
settled down before return-
ing last September.

The 29-year-old ap-
peared in three games out 
of four matches at the end 
of November, but he was re-
stricted to just two more brief 
substitute appearances — the 
last of which came in the 4-3 
win over Newcastle at Old 
Trafford on Boxing Day.

He admits the strain of 
trying to deal with the illness 
has taken its toll at times.

“I’ve had it for five 
years but really struggled to 
control it for the last three 
years,” Fletcher said. “It’s 
had a big impact on my day-
to-day life, never mind trying 
to play football”.—PTI

London, 22 July—Man-
chester United midfielder 
Darren Fletcher admitted on 
Sunday that he will miss the 
start of his side’s Premier 
League title defence as he 
continues to recover from a 
bowel operation.

Fletcher has been strug-
gling with ulcerative colitis 

for the past five years and un-
derwent surgery in January 
in a bid to cure the problem.

Asked when he would 
be back in action for the 
champions, Scotland inter-
national Fletcher told BBC 
Radio Five Live: “Hopefully, 
not too long after the start of 
the season. I think I will just 
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(23-7-2013, Tuesday)
6:00 am
1.	 Paritta By Venerable 

Mingun Sayadaw
6:30 am
2.	 To Be Healthy 

Exercise 
6:40 am
3.	 Dance & Song of 

National Races
6:50 am
4.	 Documentary
7:00 am
5.	 News/Weather Report
7:20 am
6.	 People Talks
8:00 am
7.	 News/ International 

News
8:25 am
8.	 Teleplay (SEA 

Games)
9:00 am
9.	 News/ International 

News
9:20 am
10.	Mono Classical Songs
10:00 am
11. News
10:15 am
12. TV Drama Series
11:10 am
13. Cartoon Series
12:00 am
14. News/ International 

News/ Weather Report
12:25 pm
15. Myanmar Video
2:15 pm
16. Musical Program
2:30 pm
17. Traditional Boxing

3:00 pm
18.	News
3:15 pm
19.	India Drama Series
4:00 pm
20.	News/Weather Report
4:15 pm
21.	India Drama Series
4:30 pm
22.	University of Distance 

Education (TV 
Lectures) 
-Second Year 
(Myanmar)

4:45 pm
23.	Road to 27th SEA 

Games
5:00 pm
24.	News
5:15 pm
25.	SEA Games Go for 

Gold (ATHLETICS)
6:00 pm
26.	News/Weather Report
6:20 pm
27.	Documentary
6:35 pm
28.	TV Drama Series
7:00 pm
29.	News
8:00 pm
30.	News/ International 

News/ Weather Report
8:35 pm
31.	Hit Song Of Stars
9:00 pm
32.	News
33.	Bakery World
34.	Sing A Song
35.	India Drama Series
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MYANMAR TVLongtime White House reporter  
Helen Thomas dies

Washington, 22 July 
— Former White House 
correspondent Helen Thom-
as, a trailblazing journalist 
who reported on every US 
president from John Ken-
nedy to Barack Obama, died 
on Saturday at the age of 92, 
the Gridiron Club and Foun-
dation said.

Thomas, who broke 
many barriers for female 
journalists during her 49 
years on the White House 
beat for United Press In-
ternational and Hearst 
newspapers and died after 
a long illness, the Washing-
ton journalists’ organization 
said in a statement.

As the senior news 
service correspondent at 
the White House, Thomas 
ended dozens of presiden-
tial news conferences with 

Helen Thomas, dean of the White House Press corps, 
takes her seat after recovering from a long illness in the 

Briefing Room at the White House in Washington in 
this 11 Nov, 2008 file photo.— Reuters

the familiar phrase “Thank 
you, Mr President.” She 
was known for her straight-
to-the-point questioning of 
presidents and Press secre-
taries in a manner that some 
considered dogged. 

Others, including many 
fellow reporters, considered 
her style in her later years to 
be too combative and agen-
da-driven.

President Barack Oba-
ma in a statement praised 
“her fierce belief that our 
democracy works best 
when we ask tough ques-
tions and hold our leaders 
to account,” and noted that 
in her long tenure Thomas 
“never failed to keep presi-
dents — myself included 
— on their toes.” Former 
President Bill Clinton and 
his wife, former Secretary 

of State Hillary Clinton, 
praised her as “a pioneer-
ing journalist” who added 
“more than her share of 
cracks to the glass ceil-
ing.” In the last 10 years 
of her career Thomas was 
a columnist for Hearst, a 
job that allowed her opin-
ions to surface more than 
in her work as a hard-news 
reporter for UPI.

Thomas announced 
in June 2010 that she was 
retiring from Hearst, ef-
fective immediately, after 
comments she made about 
Israel and the Palestin-
ians, including that Israel 
should “get the hell out of 
Palestine,” were captured 
on videotape and widely 
disseminated on the Inter-
net. Thomas later issued a 
statement: “I deeply regret 
my comments I made last 
week regarding the Israelis 
and the Palestinians. 

They do not reflect my 
heart-felt belief that peace 
will come to the Middle 
East only when all parties 
recognize the need for mu-
tual respect and tolerance. 
May that day come soon.”

Thomas believed the 
Washington media had 
grown soft and was reluc-
tant to challenge govern-
ment, views she shared in 
her 2007 book “Watchdogs 
of Democracy? The Wan-
ing Washington Press Corps 
and How It Has Failed the 
Public.”—Reuters 

Mickelson savours journey from agony to ecstasy
Gullane, (Scotland), 

22 July—Phil Mickelson 
reflected on the emotional 
roller-coaster of the last few 
weeks after timing his run 
to perfection to scatter the 
field and win his first Brit-
ish Open on Sunday.

Under the radar most 
of the week, the 43-year-old 
American shot a brilliant 66 
at Muirfield to secure an 
emotional victory just over 
a month after finishing run-
ner-up at the US Open for 
the sixth time.

“It’s a huge difference 
in emotions as you can im-
agine,” he told a news con-
ference.

“Being so down after 
the US Open, to come back 
and use it as motivation, to 
use it as a springboard, it 
really feels amazing. It’s a 
day that I’ll always cherish, 
always remember.”

Mickelson has learned 

Helicopter crash kills 
three in Russia’s 

Murmansk
Moscow, 22 July  — A 

helicopter crashed in Rus-
sia’s Murmansk region in 
northwest Russia on Sun-
day morning, killing three 
people, local authorities 
said. 

The private helicopter 
had set off its emergency 
beacon signal about 150 km 
from the city of Murmansk 
earlier in the day, Itar-Tass 
news agency quoted local 
law enforcement authorities 
as saying.

Two of the dead were 
British nationals and one 
was Russian, the North-
western Transport Prosecu-
tor’s Office told local me-
dia. “Three people standing 
on the ground are most like-
ly to have been killed by the 

rotor of the helicopter as it 
tried to take off,” a Press 
officer told reporters, add-
ing the incident took place 
at a tourist camp.

An official from the 
Federal Air Transport 
Agency Rosaviatsia con-
firmed the death toll, saying 
a local search and rescue 
team left for the scene of 
the alarm signal which was 
received at about 9:50 am 
local time. 

Rescuers and special-
ists arrived at the site and 
were examining the wreck-
age of the Eurocopter-120, 
which belonged to a Mur-
mansk-based company. The 
helicopter’s pilot survived 
the crash, local police said.

Xinhua

Phil Mickelson of the US holds the Claret Jug after 
winning the British Open golf championship at 

Muirfield in Scotland on 21 July, 2013.—Reuters

the importance of being 
resilient as a golfer — a 
useful attribute around a 
concrete-hard links course 
like Muirfield this week.

“After losing the US 
Open, it could have easily 
gone south, where I was so 
deflated I had a hard time 
coming back,” he said.

“But I looked at it and 
thought I was playing really 
good golf. I had been play-
ing some of the best in my 
career. I worked a little bit 
harder and in a matter of a 
month I’m able to change 
entirely the way I feel.”

The big left-hander did 
not make a concerted effort 
to spark himself into life.

“The wow factor just 
kind of happened,” Mick-
elson, who warmed up by 
winning the Scottish Open 
last week, told a news con-
ference. “It wasn’t like I 
was setting out thinking, I 

need to make birdies or I 
was trying to force birdies. 
I was just trying to hit good 
shots. And I made a bunch 
of putts today.”

Mickelson, who started 
the day on two over, birdied 
the fifth, ninth, 13th, 14th, 
17th and 18th holes and 
had just one bogey on his 

card at the 10th. He holed a 
10-footer on the final green 
to make virtually certain of 
victory even though several 
players were still out on the 
course and he raised his 
arms in the air before hug-
ging his long-serving cad-
die Jim ‘Bones’ Mackay.

Reuters

(23-7-13 09:30 am ~
24-7-13 09:30 am) MST
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N a y  P y i  T a w ,  22 

July—Nay Pyi Taw Council 
and Uppatasanti Pagoda 
Board of Trustees jointly 
organized a ceremony to 
offer Waso Shwekyar Robe 
to Buddha Padima Jade 
Image for the fifth time in 
the cave of Uppatasanti 
Pagoda, here, this morning. 
The officials  donated 
Waso Shwekyar Robe 
to the Image and Maha 
Hsutaungpyae Image.

Then, the congregation 
received Nine Precepts 
from Tatkon Township 
N g w e t a u n g  T a w y a 
M o n a s t e r y  S a y a d a w 
Abhidhaja Maha Rattha 
Guru Bhaddanta Pyinna 
S a m i  a n d  p r e s e n t e d 
offertories to members of 
the Sangha.

Af ter  rece iv ing  a 
sermon delivered by Lewe 
Township Paukmyaing 
Monas t e ry  P re s id ing 

Pagodas in Nay Pyi Taw packed with devotees on Fullmoon Day of Waso
Nayaka Sayadaw Agga 
Maha Pandita Bhaddanta 
Zadainda, the congregation 
shared merits gained.

A s  t o d a y  i s  f u l l 
m o o n  d a y  o f  W a s o 
(Dhammacakka), pagodas 
and stupas are being held 
Buddha Pujaniya festivals 
and crowded with merit-
makers there.

The religious recitation 
associations from Nay Pyi 
Taw Council Area and 
Nay Pyi Taw Command 
H e a d q u a r t e r s  r e c i t e d 
Dhammacakka and Parrita 
in the cave of Uppatasanti 
Pagoda this evening.

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f 
Nay Pyi Taw Council, 
pagoda board of trustees 
and religious recitation 
associations offered alms, 
fruits, flowers and water 
to the pagoda in the hill of 
Uppatasanti Pagoda.

Similarly, Datuzeya 

Hai r  bus iness  i s 
booming due to a wig 
factory in Hlinethaya 
Industry Zone in Yangon 
Region, said a woman who 
buys hair from people and 
sell it to the factory.

“We collect hair from 
peddlers who buy hair as 
a door-to-door buyers in 
streets and sell them to the 
factory,” said Ma Athay 
Lay, the hair business 
woman.

The wig factory in 
the industrial zone has 
exported its wig to its 

Hair in high demand to make wig

market in the world.
The price of hair ranges 

from K 15000 to K 30000 
for 10 tickle depending on 
quality and short and long 
hair, she said. 

“I used to abandon my 
hair loose into a dust bin 
when I brush my hair, but, 
today I am wise enough 
to collect my hair loose in 
plastic bags to sell them as 
the new business is picking 
up,” said Ma Win Win Mar 
who accumulates her hair 
loose.

Myanmar women who 

wear long hair traditionally 
have earn extra income by 
accumulating their hair 
loose which is in high 

demand from the wig 
factory.

Trs: AMS
Myanma Alinn (21-7-13)

Maung Nway Thit
Photo Tin Soe (Myanma Alinn)

Lanzhou, 22 July—
Fifty-four deaths have so 
far been confirmed after 
an earthquake in northwest 
China’s Gansu Province 
on Monday morning, local 
authorities said.

As  of  1  pm,  the 
6 .6-magni tude  quake , 
which happened at 7:45 am 
at the juncture of Minxian 
County and Zhangxian 
County in the city of Dingxi, 
has also left over 300 
others injured, the publicity 
department of Dingxi city 
government.

A s  o f  n o o n  o n 
Monday, 371 aftershocks 
had been recorded in the 
quake-hit region, with 
the strongest measuring 
5.6 magnitude, Chang 
Zhengguo, spokesman for 
the provincial government, 
said at a Press Conference 
in the provincial capital 
city of Lanzhou. Initial 
investigation showed that 
the quake had caused the 
collapse of over 1,200 
homes and severe damage 
to 21,000 homes, he added.

X i n h u a  r e p o r t e r s 
arrived at the seriously-
hit Meichuan Township, 
o f  M i n x i a n  C o u n t y , 
around noon on Monday. 
A total of 31 people have 
been confirmed dead in 
Meichuan, according to 
rescuers.

54 dead in N-W China 
quake

Five rural residential 
b u i l d i n g s  h a v e  b e e n 
collapsed and cracks could 
be seen on many walls in 
Chagu Village, Meichuan 
Township. Communication 
i n  m a n y  v i l l a g e s  i n 
Meichuan Township and 
in 13 towns of Zhangxian 
County has been cut off. 
Power has been cut off in 
five towns in the eastern 
part of Minxian County as 
of 2 pm.

The epicenter of the 
quake, with a depth of 
20 km, was monitored 
at  34.5 degrees north 
latitude and 104.2 degrees 
east longitude, the China 
E a r t h q u a k e  N e t w o r k 
Center said.

T h e  e a r t h q u a k e 
happened at at fault zone 
in the province, which has 
recorded 25 earthquakes 
with a magnitude of over 5 
throughout history, the China 
Earthquake Administration 
said. The strongest quake 
recorded around the fault 
zone was measured with a 
magnitude of 8.0 on July 
21, 1654. That one occurred 
about 121 km from the site 
of the latest quake, it added. 
Sources with the Minxian 
County government said 
most of the townships in the 
county have been affected 
by the quake.

MNA/Xinhua

Datpaungsu Pagoda and 
Mahamuni Image in its 

precinct, Hsutaungpyae 
Lawkamarazein, Phaya 

Koesu and Koekhangyi 
pagodas in Pyinmana  

are also packed with 
devotees.—MNA

Uppatasanti Pagoda teemed with devotees on Fullmoon Day of Waso. —mna

White elephants at Uppatasanti Pagoda drawing public attention.— mna 




