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 Four political objectives || | Four economicobjectives || || Four social objectives

*  Stability of theState, community peace * Development of agriculture as the base and all-round * Uplift of the morale and morality of
and tranquillity, prevalenceof law and development of other sector sof the economy aswell the entire nation _ .
order * Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integ-
National reconsolidation system rity and preservation and mfegqard-
Emergence of a new enduring State * Development of the economy inviting participation in ing of cultural heritage and national
Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments from character . o .

* Building of a new modern developed sour cesinside the country and abroad *Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation in accord with the new State * Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept *Uplift of health, fitness and education
Constitution in thehands of the Stateand the national peoples standar ds of the entire nation

[r N\
Vice-Senior General M aung Aye
| [hat Milit Attaché
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NAY Pyi Taw, 21 Nov— Vice-Chairman of the
State Peace and Devel opment Council of the Union
of Myanmar Deputy Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-
Senior General Maung Aye received new Military
Attaché of Thailand to Myanmar Colonel Ekachai
Harnpoonvittaya, Deputy Military Attaché (Navy)
Captain Choomsak Nakwijit and Deputy Military
Attaché (Air) Group Captain Cherdpong lamsamut
at Bayintnaung Y eiktha, here, at 9 am today.

Also present at the call were Member of the
State Peaceand Devel opment Council Genera Thura g

Shwe Mann of Ministry of Defence, Commander-
in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral Soe Thein, Com-
mander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein and Mili-
tary Affairs Security Chief Lt-Gen Ye Myint.

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye greetsincoming Military Attaché of Thailand

Col Ekachai Harnpoonvittaya in Nay Pyi Taw. — MNA

ie-Senior Geral Maung Aye shakes hands with Deputy Military
Attaché (Navy) of Thailand Captain Choomsak Nakwijit
in Nay Pyi Taw. — MNA

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye shakes hands with Deputy Military
Attaché (Air) of Thailand Group Captain Cherdpong |amsamut
in Nay Pyi Taw. — MNA
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Strivefor I'T development

Nowadays computer studies and infor-
mation technologies have been advancingin
the world and Myanmar has been making
effortsfor development of thesefieldsin the
national interest.

Workshops, talks and IT products and
related exhibitions are being held for wider
application and development of sophisticated
IT in building a moder n developed nation.

The government has extended its eco-
nomicrelationsin international field for suc-
cessful adoption of mar ket-oriented economic
systemin thenation. It hasalso been provid-
ingtechnology of international level intrade,
investment and banking sectors.

Theyouth today takegreat interest in I T
and they can now utilizethelatest technology
in practical field. | T-based serviceswill con-
tribute much towar ds economic progress of
the country.

Economic and IT sectors are related to
each other. We are confident that more de-
velopment can be madein IT and economic
sectors with the help and cooperation of IT
technicians.
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Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
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Local people attend opening ceremony of Mongpun Bridge in Loilem Township
in Shan State. — MNA

Commander, Minister open newly-built Mongpun
Bridgein Loilem Township

NAY Pyi Taw, 21 Nov
— Chairmanof Shan State
Peace and Development

2,213 jadelots sold in five days at
Mid-year Gems Emporium

Y ANGON, 21 Nov—
The Mid-year Gems Em-
porium 2007 continuedfor
the fifth day at Myanmar
Convention Centre on
Mindhamma  Road,
Mayangon Township,
here, this morning.

Patron of Myanma
Gems Emporium Central
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Local and foreign mefchantsinsp
Emporium 2007. — MNA

Committee Minister for
Mines Brig-Gen Ohn
Myint visited the empo-
riumand cordially greeted
the gem merchants.
Altogether 508jade
lotsweresoldthroughten-
der at MCC today. So far,
2,213 jade | ots have been
sold through tender from

s

ect lots of jades at Mid-year Gems

17 November to date.

A total of 3,600
gem merchants at home
and abroad are attending
thesales. Moregem mer-
chants will arrive. The
remaining jade lots will
be sold up to 26 Novem-
ber.

MNA

Council Commander of
Eastern Command Mgj-
GenThaungAyeandMin-
isterfor ConstructionMgj-
Gen Saw Tun formally
opened  newly-built
MongpunBridgecrossing
Mongpun Creek situated
on Meiktila-Taunggyi-
Kengtung-Tachilek Road
at the pandal near the
bridge in Loilem Town-
ship, this morning.
Commander Maj-
Gen Thaung Aye made a
speech on the occasion,
saying that the newly-
opened Mongpun Bridge
plays a leading role on
Union Highway. Thepre-
vious Mongpun Bridge
was old and thus Public
Works of the Ministry of
Construction has built it.
It is reinforced concrete
type with 208 feet in
length. Itsmotorway is24
feet in width. It can with-
stand 60 tons of load and
hastwo 3-foot walkways.
The bridge will ensure
speedy flow of commodi-
ties in the cities between
Shan State (East) and
(South). Moreover, edu-
cation, health, economy
and transport sectors will

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

develop and friendship
among national brethren
will further be strength-
ened.

Next, Minister Maj-
Gen Saw Tun delivered
an address on the occa-
sion, saying that atotal of
229 bridges of over 180
feet have been built all
over thecountry. Of them,
theMinistry of Construc-
tionhad built 209 bridges,
the Ministry of Defence
11, the Ministry of Rail
Transportationsevenand
the Ministry of Electric
Power two. Thanks to
completion of thebridge,
local peoplein Shan State
(South) will haveeasy ac-
cessto the central area of
Myanmar and Shan State
(East). Hence, all the peo-
ple areto take part in the
regional development
tasks while guarding
against dangers posed by
internal and external de-
structive elements.

A loca spoke words

of thanks.

The commander and
the minister formally
opened the bridge. The
commander unveiled the
stone plague of the bridge
and sprinkled scented wa-
ter on it.

Thelower structureof
the bridge is steel shell
cassion foundation type
and the upper structure,
the reinforced concrete
type. The 208 feet long
bridge hasa24-foot-wide
motorway flanked by
threefeet wide pedestrian
ways. Thebridgecanwith-
stand 60-ton loads.

Theold bridgeisbai-
ley type and it withstood
20-ton loads. Thanks to
completion of the new
bridge on Meiktila-
Taunggyi-Kengtung-
Tachilek UnionHighway,
local peoplein Shan State
(East) and (South) enjoy
fruits of transport facili-
ties.

MNA

The best time to plant a tree was 20
years ago.

The second best time is now.
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

China strongly opposes

US recent report

Belaing, 20 Nov—
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Liu Jianchao
refuted here Monday a
recent US report that he
said smeared China and
interfered in China's
internal affairs.

“China sternly
opposes the report and
has lodged strong
representations to the US
side,” said Liu when
asked to comment on the
recent annual report
presented to the US
Congress by the US-

China Economic and

Security Review
Commission.
The report criticized

China's economic and
trade policies, intellectual
property rights and other
issues, saying China has
posed threat to the United
States in the security
sector. It suggested the
US Government and
Congress to take actions
and exert more pressures
on China.
Liu
commission

said the
ignored

China’s progress and
development in poalitics,
economic, social affairs
and other causes and
stuck to bias.

It  flagrantly
interfered in China's
internal affairs and
smeared China, Liu said.
Their intended to set
obstacles for the China-
US cooperation in
extensive fields through
misleading the general
public, Liu said, warning
that such aplot is doomed
to fail. — MNA/Xinhua

A Beijing man talks next to a billboard showing the Chinese made Chang'e |

blasting off. Chinaisaiming to replace all its imported communications and

broadcast satellites with home-made ones by 2010 as part of effortsto reduce
itsreliance on overseas technology.—INTERNET

Broadway strike talksfail, shows off a second week

New York, 20 Nov—
Most of Broadway's
theatres will remain dark
for a second week after
weekend talks between
ownersand producersand
striking stagehands broke
down, theater producers
said.

Some 25 Broadway
showshavebeencanceled,
including profitable
productions like
“Chicago”,“ ThePhantom
of the Opera’, “Wicked”
and “Hairspray” sincethe
stagehands, working
without a contract since
July, went on strikeon 10
November.

The League of
American Theaters and
Producers said the strike
is costing about 17
million US dollars for

every day it lasts. New
York Mayor Michael
Bloomberg hascalled on
bothsidestoresolvetheir
differences, saying that
the economic impact of
the strike is felt far

beyond the closed
theaters. Broadway
showsareamajor tourist
attraction, bringing
hundreds of millions of
dollarsinto the city.
MNA/Reuters

Dutch police catch most wanted British criminal

AMSTERDAM, 21 Nov
— Dutch police have
arrested one of Britain's
most wanted criminals,
James Hurley, 13 years
after he escaped from
British custody after
killing a policeman.

In a statement on
Monday, Dutch police

saidthey foundhiminThe
Hague on November 9
when investigating a
house which had raised
suspicions dueto its high
energy use, sometimes a
sign of illegal drugs
factories.
“Officersexpectedto
find a cannabis farm but

instead found a large
quantity of hard drugs,”
the police said.

The Dutch public
prosecutor will discuss
with British authorities
whether and when
Hurley is to be handed
over.

MNA/Reuters

Grand jury opens Blackwater
shooting probe

WASHINGTON, 20
Nov—A USgrandjury has
opened an investigation
into the shooting deaths of
17 lraqgi citizens in
September by Blackwater
private security emp-
loyees guarding a US
Embassy convoy in
Baghdad, ABC News
reported on Monday.

ABC said on its
website that several
Blackwater guards were

subpoenaed in the probe
by the federal grand jury
in Washington.
USJusticeDepartment
spokesman Dean Boyd
declined to comment.
Blackwater spokes-
woman Anne Tyrrell said
shecould not confirm any
probe. The company has
said its guards acted
lawfully after being shot
at in the 16 September
incident, when Black-

An arial view of Mount Kenya Kenyan rescuerson Sunday scoured a
forested Mount Kenya region in search of the country’s chief wildlife pilot
and his helicopter missing for four days, an official said recently.— INTERNET
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water guards opened fire
as they conducted a
convoy through Baghdad.

Blackwater hasabout
1,000 personnel to protect
the US mission and its
diplomats from attack.

“We will cooperate
with al investigations and
we've always supported
strong accountability,”
Tyrrell said.” If anyonewas
complicit in wrongdoing
we want that person held
accountable. Otherwise,
we' re withholding further
comment until anything is
final.” A grand jury
determineswhetheracrime
has been committed and
thereisenough evidenceto
bring acasetotrid.

There are at least
three investigations into
the incident. The lraqi
Government hascalledthe
killingsdeliberate. TheUS
military has said the
guards acted without
provocation. The New
York Times reported that
anFBI investigationfound
at least 14 of the 17 deaths
were unjustified.

MNA/Reuters

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

Suicide blast outside
governor houseKkills seven
In SW Afghanistan

KasuL, 20 Nov—A suicide bomber exploded
himself outside the governor’ shouse com-poundin
Zaranj, capital of southwestern Afghan province of
Nimruz, killing one of the gov-ernor’s son and six
security bodyguards, the governor of Nimruz said.

Some 14 othersincluding bodyguardsandcivilians
wereinjuredintheblast, Governor Ghu-lamDastagir
Azad said. “The explosion occurred just about two
minutes before | entered the compound,” the
governor told Xinhua via phone.

The governor was unhurt in the explosion which
obvioudly targeted him. Malang Rasouli, deputy
governor of Nimruz, earlier told Xinhua that the
attacker while approaching the compound by foot
suddenly exploded him-self. The injured civilians
included some civilian workers at the governor's
house, officials said. — MNA/Xinhua

Eight killed, nineinjured
In truck accident in Peru

Lima, 12 Nov—At least eight people werekilled
and ninemorewereinjured on Monday when atruck
turned over in a mountainous area in Peru, the
National Police said.

Theaccident, which occurred near avillage some
1,400 kilometres southeast of Lima, may have been
caused by speeding and overloading, police said.

The dead and injured were all passengers on the
truck, which was also carrying a large amount of

goods, police said. — MNA/Xinhua
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Urugua;Pr&ident Tabare Vazquez, left, talks

with his Vietnamese counterpart Nguyen Minh
Triet, right, in Hanoi, Vietham on 19 Nov, 2007.
Vazquez, the first Uruguay president to visit
Vietnam, is on a two-day official visit to boost ties
between the two countries.— INTERNET

US saystroopsinvolved

INn shooting of Iraqgis

Samawa (lraq), 20
Nov—An Iraqgi provincial
governor accused US
forces of opening fire on
civilian cars south of
Baghdad on Sunday, in an
incident in which two
peopledied, andthreatened
to suspend ties with US
officials. US officials
confirmed that a military
convoy was involved in
“anincident” that resulted
in the death of two Iragis
and wounded four others,
but gavenofurther details.

The governor of the
southern Shiiteprovinceof
Muthanna, Ahmed
Marzok, earlier said six
people were wounded in
the attack, including two
policemen, near Rumaitha,
north of the provincial
capital Samawa, 270

kilometres (170 miles)
south of Baghdad.

A minibus driver said
twoof hispassengerswere
woundedwhensoldiersin
amilitary convoy opened
fire.“Weweredriving on
one side of the road and
whenthey camewepulled
aside, but they opened
fire,” the driver, who did
not give his name, told
Reuters.

Marzok calledtheattack
“barbaric, brutal and
illegal” and sum-moned
provincial officialsinto a
meeting, where he
demanded a full investi-
gation of the incident by
the Iragi Government.

He also called for
Muthanna officials to
suspend work with multi-
national forces in the
province, including

military engineers and a
US provincial recon-
struction team.

A statement from the
US military and the US
Embassy in Baghdad said
that initial reports in-
dicated that an incident
involving theUSmilitary
convoy led to the Iraqis
deaths, but did not give
additional details.

MNA/Reuters

Bush’s homeland security
adviser resigns

WASHINGTON, 20
Nov—US  President
George W Bush's White
House adviser on counter-
terrorism and homeland
security has resigned, he
announced on Monday,
the latest in an exodus of
top aides with 14 months
left of his presidency.

Bush said in a
statement that Fran
Townsend “has always
provided wise counsel on
how to best protect the
American people from
the threat of terrorism”.

“She has been a steady
leader in the effort to
prevent and disrupt
attacks and to better
respond to natural
disasters,” the President
said. He gave no reason
for her departure.
Townsend, who
served 4-1/2 years in a
post created after the 11
September attacks on the
United States in 2001,
had also been a
prosecutor in New Y ork
and deputy national
security adviser.

Her resignation adds
to a list of high-profile
departures from the
administration in recent
months. Senior Bush
adviser Karl Rove left in
August, White House
Press secretary Tony Snow
resigned in September and
White House counsellor
Dan Bartlett stepped down
in June. Attorney Generd
Alberto Gonzales, another
member of Bush's inner
circle, resigned under
pressure in August.

MNA/Reuters

Dominican disease outbreak
kills 25 after storm

Santo Dowminco, 20
Nov—An outbreak of the
waterborne  disease
leptospirosis has killed at
least 25 people in the
Dominican Republic and
sickened nearly 200, the
Caribbeannation’ sHealth
Minister said.

Bautista Rojas Gomez
confirmed the toll to
reporters late on Sunday

after talks with President
L eond Fernandezonways
tofight thedisease, which
spreadsthrough exposure
to water contaminated
with the urine of infected
rats and other animals.
Theoutbreak, linkedto
flooding caused by
Tropical Storm Noel last
month, was initially
limited to a region along

the banks of the Ozama
River northand east of the
capital. But RojasGomez
said cases had now been
confirmed as far away as
theBarahonabeach resort
on the southern coast.

In addition to the 25
deaths, Rojas Gomez said
193 people had fallenill
with the disease.

MNA/Reuters

Floods claim 48 in central

Hanolr, 20 Nov—
Flooding sparked by
torrential rain in Viet-
nam’s central region has
killed 48local people, left
four missing, and injured
209, since 10 November,
local newspaper Vietnam
Agriculture reported on
Monday.

Vietham

The floods also
inundated hundreds of
thousands of houses,
damaged thousands of
hectaresof paddy rice, and
isolated some areasinthe
region, causing total
property lossesof trillions
of Vietnamese dong
(VND) (hundreds of

Seven dead astropical storm
“Lando” sweeps Philippines

ManiLA, 21 Nov—At | east seven peoplewerekilled
intheheavy rainsand landslidein central and southern
Philippines brought by tropical storm“Lando”, local
newspaper the Philippine Daily Inquirer said on

Tuesday.

According to National Disaster Coordinating
Council, five other people were injured while two
others were still missing. Floods and landslides also
displaced 3,310 people, prompting officialsin certain
central Philippine provinces to declare a state of

calamity, the report said.

“Lando”, which packs winds of 65 kilometres per
hour and gustsof up to 85 kilometresper hour, entered
the Philippines on Monday and kept moving west at

19 kilometres per hour.

The storm was expected to cross the Sulu Sea,
heading towards the South China Sea, the Philippine
Atmospheric Geophysical Astronomical Services
Administration said. — MNA/Xinhua
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A woman wearing a veil to cover her face, to protect it from cold wind, walks
behind another pedestrian in Beijing on 19 Nov, 2007. Temperaturesin China’s
capital continue to get colder as the winter months approach. — INTERNET

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

millions of US dollars).

TheVietnameseGovern-
ment has decided to fund
the centra localities 205
billion VND (over 12.8
million US dollars), 8,200
tonsof riceand 250 tons of
instant noodle.

Last weekend, Viet-
namese Deputy Prime
Minister Hoang TrungHai
came to some central
localitiestodirectthework
of overcoming the floods
aftermath. He has asked
local relevant agencies to
provide sufficient supply
of food and cleanwater for
flood-victims, en-suring
that no people would face
starvation, and keep
environmenta hygiene to
prevent diseases. The
region may face a new
wave of flooding in the
next few days, after aspell
of torrential rain, according
to the National Hydro-
Meteorology Forecast
Centre. Water in some
riversintheregionisrising
dueto heavy rain.

MNA/Xinhua
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Announcement of national race delegates from Shan State (East) to
National Convention

Date: 21 November 2007

Altogether over 1000 national racedel egatesfrom 325 townshipsinthe country attended the successfully-compl eted National Convention and eight delegate
groups participated in the discussions. Out of the eight del egate groups, the del egate group of national races comprises 641 delegatesand it isthe largest in number.
A total of 29 delegates from Shan State (East) participated in the discussions of the delegate group of national races.

We view the meetings between Minister for Relations U Aung Kyi and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as positive move to national reconsolidation.

Mr Gambari, special adviser to the United Nations Secretary-General released the statement of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi written in English on her behalf in
Singapore on 8 November.

Obviously the usage contained in the statement is seen as arrogance and does not reflect Myanma customs and Myanmar way of life. We are opposed to
the statement in such atime.

Thosewho aregoing to draft the State Constitution must be theoneswho haveawide rangeof knowledge of Myanmar history, cultureand customs. During
the period of independence struggle, the constitution was drawn with the assistance of foreign experts. However, nowadays we believe that the constitution capable
of serving the interests of Myanmar nationals will emerge as educated and experienced Myanmar citizens are going to draft it.

Therefore, we hereby declare that we support the Commission for Drafting State Constitution formed on 18 October 2007.

Delegates from Shan State (East)
Delegate Group of National Races

Announcement of Monhin/Monha People’s Militia (L ocal) Group

Letter No. 100/Ma Ha/ 2007
Date: 15 November 2007

Monhin/Monha People’ s Militia (Local) Group in Mongyai Township of Shan State (North) was set up on 29-11-2001 with a view to implementing
regional development and security tasks according to the government programme. Upholding Our Three Main National Causes for perpetuation of the Union,
we discussed the fundamental principles and detailed basic principles with Union Spirit and adopted them at the National Convention represented by all the
national race delegates.

The 12-11-2007 statement issued by National League for Demacracy impliesthat Daw Aung San Suu Kyi represents all the national races as her duty. In
reality, it is against our wishes and therefore we do not accept it.

Monhin/Monha People' s Militia (Local) Group hereby announces that we will participate in realization of the seven-step Road Map under the leadership
of the Tatmadaw Government, and we support the fundamental principles and detailed basic principles concerning the affairs of national races that the National
Convention has aready adopted.

Monhin/M onha People’ s Militia (L ocal) Group

Announcement of Monekoe/Phaunghsai People’s Militia (L ocal) Group

Letter No. 10/ Ma Ka-Pha Hsa/ 2007
Date: 15 November 2007
Monekoe/Phaunghsai People’' sMilitia(Local) Group in Monekoe Township of Shan State (North) wasformed withlocal national racesin 1972. Asours
is a border region, we are constantly carrying out tasks for regional security, prevalence of law and order and regional development.
We support and welcome the formation of the Commission for Drafting State Constitution by the State with national legal experts to draft a State
constitution based on fundamental principles and detailed basic principles that the National Convention has already adopted.
Likewise, we welcome meetings between Minister U Aung Kyi appointed as Minister for Relations on behalf of the government and Daw Aung San Suu
Kyi.
The 12-11-2007 statement by National League for Democracy impliesthat Daw Aung San Suu Kyi represents the wishes and interests of all the national
races as her duty. In reality, it is against our wishes and therefore we do not accept it.
M onekoe/Phaunghsai People sMilitia(Local) Group hereby announcethat uphol ding Our Three Main National Causes, wewill steadfastly continuejoining
hands with the government in the realization of the seven-step Road Map.
Monekoe
People s Militia (L ocal) Group Phaunghsai People's Militia (Local) Group

. y _—_—
Peinhsar (Lahu) People’sMilitia (L ocal) Group
Announcement
Letter No. 101/Pahsa (L aha)/2007
Date: 15 November 2007
Peinhsar (Lahu) People’ s Militia (Local) Group in Hsenwi Township, Shan State (North), was set up on 21 February 1979 and is carrying out regional
devel opment works and security in collaboration with the Tatmadaw.
Our group firmly believesthat all national racesresiding in the Union of Myanmar are to uphold Our Three Main National Causes for perpetual existence
of the State.
Our group does not agreeand istotally opposed to the point included i n the statement of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi rel eased by National Leaguefor Democracy
on 12 November 2007 that she represented the wishes and interests of all national races and it was her duty.
Our group hereby declares that under the guidance of the Tatmadaw Government, we will steadfastly participate in the successful implementation of the
seven-step Road Map of the State.

Peinhsar (Lahu) People s Militia (L ocal) Group
\ J

22-11-07NL 5 8/2/18, 12:27 AM



6 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Thursday, 22 November, 2007

/ Yangon Division USDA disburses K 506.09m \
IN cultivation loansto 6,511 farmers

2/

Secretary of Hline Township USDA
U Min Lwin. — MNA

NAaY Pvi Taw, 21 Nov — The Annual General
M eeting 2007 of the Union Solidarity and Devel opment
Association was held on the campus of the University

Secretary U Min Lwin of Hline Township
USDA reported on accomplishments of the tasks of
the USDA undertaken in ayear. He said that so far,
Y angon Division USDA has organized 3,426,189
members or 64.26 per cent of the population in
Y angon Division. On 13 October, Y angon Division
USDA organized the mass rally to support and
welcome the National Convention and the
forthcoming constitution at the ThuwunnaNational
Indoor Stadium attended by over 120,000 people.

In 45 townships of Yangon Division, mass
ralliestosupport andwelcometheNational Convention
andtheforthcoming constitution and denounceexternal
and internal destructive elements were held with the
participation of over 630,000 people from 24 to 30
October.

In the administration sector, telephones and
facsimile machines have been installed at 50 division,
districtandtownship USDA offices. Withregardtothe
social welfaretask, blood donorsassociationswere set
up. Likewise, freefuneral serviceswereprovided with

The division association managed to install
pipelinesfrom Gyobyu Reservoir to residentsin water
supply task. In the education sector, the association
cooperated with wellwishersinrenovating the schools
and donating school equipment in Thanlyin and
Kyauktan townships.

For providing health care services to the city
dwellers, atotal of 14 Phyo Cetanafree clinicsin 13
townships including Myodaw Clinic in Mayangon
Township were kept open with 57 doctors and 45
traditional medicine practitioners.

Beginning 1 October 2007, theassociation has
donated provisionsto 80 monasteriesand onenunnery
in 15 townships. In addition, the association presented
cash and kind to inmates of Insein Jail.

The division association disbursed K 506.09
million in cultivation loans to 6,511 farmers in six
townships. Furthermore, the division association sold
34,040 bags of rice to the people at reasonable price.
Moreover, the association performed power supply
task for rural areas of the division.

Shan State (South) USDA or ganizes 803,363 members, cultivates
1.7m saplings at 63 farmsin 2007 to distribute them to villages

Executive oE Shan State (South) USDA
U Kyaw Soe Hlaing. — MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 21 Nov—The Annual Generd
M eeting 2007 of theUnion Solidarity and Devel opment
Assaociation was held on the campus of University of
Veterinary Science, here, from 12 to 16 November.

Executive of Shan State (South) USDA U
Kyaw Soe Hlaing reported on accomplishments of the
tasks of Shan State (South) USDA in ayear.

In hisreport, he said there are seven township
USDASs and 550 village USDASs under Shan State
(South) USDA. Thenumber of membersof Shan State
(South) USDA hasreached 803,363 accounting for the
56 per cent of thosewho are eligibleto become USDA
members in the state.

Altogether 59 members were sent to courses
conducted by the USDA (Central) and 9,475 attended
the courses in the state. Two were sent to a foreign
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country as scholars and three went on an excursion of
aforeign country.

The prevalence of community peace and
stability, strong economy of the State and the people
and the high education standard are necessary for
building ademocracy. Shan State (South) USDA has
made efforts for producing one product from every
village in the state since 2005 so that the people can
enjoy the strong economy. Local people have enjoyed
the fruits of the association’s efforts.

The association set up 63 farmsin Shan State
(South) in 2007 to distribute saplingsto all villagesin
the state. There are over 1.7 million of saplings of 14
speciesof perennial treesinthefarmsandthesesaplings
would bedistributed to farmersin the coming planting
season. Thein-chargeof the Shan State (South) USDA
provided K 50 million to the association to disburse
agricultural loans to farmers.

As part of supplying electricity to rural areas,
theassociation, spending K 10 million provided by the
USDA (central), could supply power to six village-
tractsin six townshipsin the state. Township USDAs
in the state also carried out power supply tasks and
water supply tasksin rural areas. Upon completion of
aself-reliant hydropower station in Kaungbo Village-
tract in Yaksawk Township, the station will supply
power to over 500 households.

In cooperation with Information and Public
Relations Department, the associ ation has established
3,503 self-reliant libraries in Shan State (South) and
donates publications to libraries every month.

For the development of youthsin the state, the
association conducted IT tests, contests for English
proficiency skills and On-line tests. Besides, the

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

association madearrangementsfor excursionsinwhich
320 students in the state participated. Moreover,
membersof theassociationtook partinhikingarranged
by USDA (Central). Shan State (South) USDA had
spent over K 9.6 million on social welfare tasks.

Regarding the Information and
Communication Technology sector, the association
also established the Public I nternet Access Centre, and
the association earns over K 1 million every month
from the centre. The association also set up IT
Development Research Department with the
participation of outstanding youths and has published
Taunggyi Internet Newsjournal coveringinternational
news translated from English into Myanmar.

Moreover, newshappenedinthestateareputin
the association’s taunggyiinternetnews.blogspot.com.
Theassociationhastoreport up-to-datenewsinthestate
to the headquarters of USDA daily.

Shan State (South) USDA established
Computer Professionals' Association (Shan State) and
Computer Industrialists Association (Shan State).
Three members of the association also attended the
ICT Conferencein the Republic of Korea.

Arrangements were made to stage ICT
Exhibition in Taunggyi from 16 to 18 November. It
was the second such exhibition.

Executives of the association have carried out
regional development tasks joining hands with
personnel of social organizations.

Arrangements are being made to organizethe
Shan State (South) Association to conduct researchon
economic, agricultural, political, industrial,
environment and natural resources and cultural issues
and dialectsin the state.—MNA
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All citizens firmly believe that forthcoming
constitution will lead to golden land in future

2/

Executive ofl'Shan State (North) USDA

Dr Nan Soe Soe Aung. — MNA

NAay Pyi Taw, 21 Nov— The annua general

meeting of the Union Solidarity and Development
Association was held at the Veterinary Science
University in Nay Pyi Taw Yezin from 12 to 16

November.

State and Division USDAs reported on

implementation of the tasksin ayear.

Executive Dr Nan Soe Soe Aung of Shan State
(North) USDA said the USDA has turned 14 years.
The association formed with national brethren with
thesamebelief and concept organi zed 456,896 persons
who wish to carry out regional development.

In order to enhance their qualifications, 70417
membersweretrained and 109 executivesweresent to
courses conducted in Nay Pyi Taw and Y angon.

Shan State (North) is a region where various
national races reside. With the assistance of the
commander, water supply was undertaken in eight
villagesin Hsenwi Se-u region. On 19 January 2007,
the government upgraded Lashio Degree College,
Technological College and Computer College to
university level.

On 1 July 2007, the Secretary-1 of the State
Peace and Development Council (now the Prime
Minister) himself formally opened Lashio
Technological University.

Free medical treatments were performed in
villageswheremost Danu national slivein cooperation
withUSDA andtraditional practitionersof Shan State.
Officialsof traditional practitionersprovided medical
care to inmates in Hsipaw and Lashio prisons.

Mongyulay Bridge in Kutkai Township was
destroyed by the floods. The bridge was rebuilt at a
cost of K 38.5 million within three months under the
instructions of the commander.

The Patron of the USDA Head of State gave
guidance that a new modern developed discipline-
flourishing democratic nation cannot be built in haste
and it is necessary to take time for step-by-step
implementation. Firm foundations must be built for
long-term interest. This is why the seven-step Road
Mapisbeingimplemented step by step. All thecitizens
firmly believe that the forthcoming constitution will
lead to the golden land in the future.

On2 October, aceremony to support theNational
Conventionandtheforthcoming constitutionwasheld
inLashio. Over 120,000 peopleincludingMr Gambari,
the Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General,
attended it.

In last September some protests took place in
Yangon and Mandalay. We do not want to see the
situation that leads to trouble. Therefore, the people
from 10 townships in Shan State (North) expressed
their opposition to the disturbances. All the local
people are determined to march towards the golden
land—MNA

| Membersof USDAs at different levels determined to participate\
In tasks for Implementation of seven-step Road Map

)

>
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Secretary of Mongyawng Township USDA

U Sai Win Tin. — MNA

NAaY Pyi Taw, 21 Nov — The annual general
meeting of the Union Solidarity and Development
Association was held at the Veterinary Science
University in Nay Pyi Taw Yezin from 12 to 16
November.

State and Division USDASs reported on
implementation of thetasksin ayear.

Secretary of Mongyawng Township USDA U
Sai Win Tin said atogether 450 youths took the
training coursesconducted by Shan State (East) USDA
inMonghsat and K engtung Townships. Theassociation
opened other coursesincluding computer and cultural
Courses.

The association presented K 250,000 to
outstanding students in Shan State (East). It also
provided K 399,380 to primary schools in ten
townships.

TheUSDA provided cash assistanceto students

from middle and high schools. For rural region
development K 5.26 millionwasspent on hydro power
project, construction of school andwater supply projects
in four villages. The USDAs at different levels
organized ceremonies to support the National
Convention and forthcoming constitution in the
townships.

CashandkindworthK 1,288,000 wereprovided
to the prisons in Monghsat and Kengtung Townships
in cooperation with Myanmar Red Cross Society,
Maternal and Child Welfare Associationand Women's
AffairsOrganizationand War V eteransOrganizations.

Members of USDAs at different levels of Shan
State (East) are determined to participate in the tasks
for implementation of the seven-step Road Map
upholding Our Three Main National Causes in
cooperation with the government whatever role they
arein.—MNA

Nutritious food, sportswearsprovided to
Myanmar women'’s football and Futsal teams

Y ANGON, 21 Nov—A
ceremony to provide
nutrious food and sports
wears to Myanmar
Selected Women’s
Football Team, Myanmar
Selected Women' s Futsal
Team, and Myanmar U-
19 Women’'s Selected
Teamwas held at Y.T.C
(Thuwunna) thismorning,
attended by Chairperson

22-11-07NL 7

of Central Work
Committee for Myanmar
Women’s Sports
FederationDaw AyeAye,
Patrons In-Charge,
Secretary Daw L Khuni,
officials and selected
players.

Patrons Dr Daw
Sandar Aung, Daw Thidar
Win, Daw Aye Aye Kyi,
Daw Htay Htay Khaing

presented nutritious food
and sports wears worth
K 300,000 to the players.
The players spoke words
of thanks—NLM

/Patrons of Myanmar
Women'’s Sport
Federation present
fruits to women
athletes.
\_ NLM

8/2/18, 12:27 AM
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Union Solidarity and Development Association
Annual General Meeting concludes
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Members of Panel of Chairmen chanting
slogans at final day session of AGM 2007 of
USDA. — MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 21 Nov—The fourth and final day
session of theAnnual General Meeting 2007 of theUnion
Solidarity and Development Association took place at
the University of Veterinary Science on Nay Pyi Taw
Y ezin University Campus on 19 November.

The attendees were the USDA Secretary-General,
the Joint-Secretary-General, secretariat members, CEC
members, secretaries of State/Division USDAS, and
representatives of state/division, district, township and
town USDAs.

Secretary-General U Htay Oo chaired the meeting
together with CEC membersU Ohn Myint and U Maung
Pa.

After seeking the opinion of the representatives, U
Htay Oo announced that the resolutions of the meeting
were approved and put on record.

At the meeting, two resolutions were passed, one
matter approved and four matters were recorded.

The Secretary-General in his speech said that at the
meeting, the representatives have held discussions and
passed resol utionsinaccordancewiththeseven objectives
of the Association.

He praised USDA members for their brilliant
performances in social welfare services, organizing
measures and realization of the future plans adopted by
lastyear’ sannual general meeting, callingfor themembers
tojoin handswith the peoplein maintaining the already-
achieved development momentum.

He quoted Head of State Senior General Than
Shwe, as saying that the task for building a new nation
was a noble one and it was the concern of the entire
people. The Associationwasestablishedto help organize
the peopleto participatein thetask with asense of duty,
he said.

He added that the associations at al levels are to

upholdandimplement the gui dance of the Patron aswork
guidelines.

In conclusion, he said that the resolutions, future
tasksand work guidelinesthe meeting had passed would
benefit the people, urging the representatives to clarify
them for other membersin theregion concerned. Healso
exhorted them to work hard to mobilize the active

participation of theentire peoplein the building of anew
nation. He said he believesthat all memberswill aways
stand asastrong national forceonwhichthe Stateandthe
people can place their reliance.
Theattendeeschanted sl ogansand themeeting ended
in the afternoon.
MNA

Nay Pvi Taw, 21 Nov — The Annua Generd

M eeting 2007 of the Union Solidarity and Devel opment

Association took place at the University of Veterinary

Science from 12 to 16 November. The meeting passed

tworesolutions, approved onematter and put four matters

on record.
The two resolutions are as follows:-

(1) The guidance given by Patron of the USDA
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senior
General Than Shwe at the fourth day session of the
USDA AGM 2007 on16 November istobefollowed
asawork guideline of USDAs at different levels.

(2) TheUSDA AGM 2007 laid downthefollowing nine
future work programmes:-

All the USDA members are:
tojoin handswith the peoplefor making effortsto
ensure stability and development of the State
upholding the national policy — Non-
disintegration of the Union, Non-disintegration of
national solidarity and perpetuation of sovereignty.
to actively participate in the successful realization
of the 12 State objectives together with the people
for theemergence of apeaceful, modern, devel oped
new nation that all the national people aspire.

to organize the entire national people to actively

take part with Union Spirit in the successful

implementation of theseven-step Road M ap adopted
for perpetual existence of the State and sustainable
development.

to guard against internal and external destructive

elements trying to harm the stability and

devel opment of the Statethroughtheunited strength
of the people.

to actively take part in the tasks for peace and

stability of the State, robust economy of the State

and the people and uplift of national education,
which are essential requirementsin building anew
nation.

to participate in the tasks for successful

'USDA AGM 2007 passes two resolutions, approves
one matter, putsfour matterson record

implementation of the fourth five-year short-term

plan and devel opment of agriculture, el ectric power

and industrial sectors.

totry to becomebrilliant and efficient membersand

to strengthen the membership in al regions of the

State with a view to serving the interest of the

national people.

to actively take part in undertaking development

tasks including five rural development tasks for

uplift of living standard of the rural people, and

to follow the guidance of the USDA Patron as a

work guideline.

One matter approved is as follows:-
Thereport of USDA CEC membersput forward
atthefirst day session of the AGM 2007 on 13November
is approved.
Three matters put on record are as follows:-

(1) Thematter of condolences message on the demi se of
member of the Panel of Patrons of USDA Central
and Vice-Chairman General Soe Win is put on
record.

(2) Objectives of the USDA AGM 2007 in the CEC
report submitted on the first day session on 13
November to the USDA AGM are put on record.

(3) Accomplishments of the tasks implemented by the
State and Division USDAs submitted on the first
day session on 13 November are put on record.

(4) Organizational and administrativesector, education,
of socia and cultural sector, economic sector, the
sector of new generation youth who will realizethe
State national palicies, the sector to organize the
entire people to firmly support the fundamental
principles and detailed basic principles adopted by
the National Convention for the emergence of a
constitution and the sector to guard against the
dangers posed by internal and external destructive
elementsthrough united strength of the peoplewith
the patriotic spirit risking lives are put on record.

|
p—
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The attendees chanting slogans at final day session of Annual General Meeting 2007 of. Unioh So]idarity and Devoprﬁent Associ ation.—MmNA
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of Defencevlews paddy harv&stmg in Kengtung — MNA

Kengtung Township marks monsoon paddy ...

(from page 16)
rates of edible oil andrice,
and progress of highland
reclamation. The
commander gave a
supplementary report.

Speaking on the
occasionLt-GenKyawWin
said that Shan State (East)
had enjoyed paddy surplus,
calling for maintaining the
development momentum
and extensive reclamation
of vacant lands and
highlands for  the
agricultural purpose. He
urgedlocal farmerstowork
hard for sufficiency of
edibleoil. Heinstructed the
officialsto makefield trips

to the grassroots level to
organize departments,
social organizations and
local people to meet the
target of growing physic
nut.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
inspected the harvesting of
paddy inthefour-acrefield
of farmer U Aik Tun, and
paddy, display of industrial
crops, edible oil crops, and
kitchen crops.

Thericesufficiency of
Shan State (East) is215.47
per cent.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
inspected the road sections
and rubber plantations
along Kengtung-

Mongyawng Road. At
Mongyawng Basic
Education High Schooal,
Township  Education
Officer U Salai Chit Sein
gave an account of the
township’s education
improvement. Lt-Gen
Kyaw Win called for hard
work for turning out
outstanding students.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
donated TV and computer
sets to the school through
the headmistress.

At the venue, hehad a
meeting with service

personnel, social
organizations and
townselders.

Officias reported on
factsabout theregion. The
commander gave a
supplementary report.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
fulfilled the requirements,
calling for extensive
cultivation of paddy. The
township PDC chairman

and the manager of Shan
State (East) Myanma
Agriculture Service are to
disseminate opportunities
of growing rubber to be
bestowed uponthegrowers.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win
visited Mongyawng
People’s Hospital and
donated K 300,000 to the

: m..a.

medical superintendent.
In the meeting with
servicemenandtheir family
membersof local regiments
and units at Mongyawng
Station, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win

gave instructions on
regional development
tasks.

MNA

Energy Minister visits Mann ailfield

NAY Pvi Taw, 21 Nov
— Minister for Energy
Brig-GenLunThi metwith
employeesat Y enangyoung
ailfieldinY enangyoungon
18 November.

Speaking on the
occasion, the minister
stressed the need for the
employees to make
concerted efforts for
producing oil and gas to
meet the target.

Then, the minister
fulfilled the need of the
employees.

Next, he inspected
the functions of No 3229
Oil Well of Gold Petro
Co Ltd which is being
undertaken joint venture
withMyanmaOil and Gas
Enterprise at Yenan-
gyoung Oil Field.

In the afternoon, the
minister held a meeting

with employees of Mann
Oilfield of MOGE in
Mimbu.

Next, he inspected
functions of No 664 oil
well being undertaken by
Myanmar  Petroleum
Resources Limited,
drilling of No 663 oil well
with the use of Asia
Drilling 1 and left
necessary instructions.

MNA

[ Wor kshop on Tsunami commences J

NAY Pvi Taw, 21 Nov
— Jointly organized by
M eteorology and
Hydrology Department of
Ministry of Transport and
ESCAP, a workshop on
Tsunami Alert Rapid
Notification  System
(TARNS) and Concept of
Operations(CONOPS) and
Monsoon Forum com-
menced at the ministry,
here, this morning.

Minister for Transport
Magj-Gen Thein Swemade
an opening speech.

Next, Ms Kareff May
L Rafisura, manager of
ADPC, andexpert Mr SHM
Fakhruddin gave talks on
Tsunami. The workshop
continues  till 23
November, and discusses

measures successfully
taken for overflow
prevention in Ayeyawady
River and Chindwin River
in monsoon season this
year, prevention tasks of
Myanmar for Tsunami, and
matters to take immediate
actions and rapidly
response to the
notifications of ADPC.

Also present on the
occasion were Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement Maj-Gen
Maung Maung Swe,
Deputy Minister for
Transport Col Nyan Tun
Aung, Deputy Minister for
Health Dr Mya Oo and
others.

MNA
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Opening ceremony of the new 200-bed teaching hospital (Magway) in progress. — HEALTH

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

200-bed teaching hospital
(Magway) commissioned
Into servicein M agway

Yancon, 21 Nov —
Under theleadership of the
State Peace and
Development Council, the
Ministry of Health opened
the 200-bed teaching
hospital (Magway) on 18
November for development
of Magway region.

Joint Secretary-
General of the Union
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Associationin-charge
of Magway Division
Minister for Electric Power
Nol1U ZawMin,Chairman
of Magway Division PDC
Col Phone Maw Shwe and
Deputy Minister for Health
Dr Paing Soe formally
opened the hospital.
Minister for Health Dr
Kyaw Myint unveiled the
plague of the hospital and
sprinkled scented water on
it. Next, they visited the
rooms, intensive care unit,

patient wards and lecture
hall.

The government has
spent K 1,547.826 million
on the two-storey
reinforced concrete
teaching hospital that
comprises the emergency
unit, out-patient unit, in-
patient unit, the [ab, X-ray
room, physiotherapy unit,
ICU, delivery room,
operation theatre and
lecture halls.

There are three
teaching hospitals namely
the 200-bed teaching
hospital (Magway),
Magway General Hospital
(200-bed) and Minbu
General Hospital (200-
bed). At present, atotal of
38 teaching hospitals and
839 other hospitals have
been set up in the entire
nation.

MNA
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Wen Jiabao vowsto
strengthen ties with
Vietnam

SiNcaPoRE, 20 Nov —
Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao said on Monday
China and Vietnam are
major partners for co-
operation and pledged
China s efforts to further
strengthen ties with
Vietnam.

China is willing to
promotebilateral relations
with Vietnam, guided by
theprinciplesof long-term
stability, orientation
towardfuture, goodneigh-
bourliness and al-round
cooperation, Wen said
while meeting Vietna-
mese Prime Minister
Nguyen Tan Dung.The

economic and trade
relations between thetwo
countries have been
developing smoothly,
Wen said. China and
Vietnam should explore
possibilities for co-
operation projects in two
economic corridors and
one economic belt in the
region, he said.

Thetwo corridorslink
southwestern China and
Vietnamandtheeconomic
belt islocated around the
Beibu Bay.

The two countries
should also promote
cooperation in industry,
infrastructures and

energy, Wen added.

On territorial issues,
Wen expressed hope that
the two sides will speed
up the demarcation of
terrestrial border and

solvethe South ChinaSea | |

issue under the principle
of jointexploitationwhile
putting aside the
differences.

Dung said Vietnam and
China have withessed
comprehensive growth of
bilateral ties in recent
years with frequent high-
level exchanges and
fruitful economic and
trade cooperation.

MNA/Xinhua

ne, used to produce
pirated DVDs and CDs, during an anti-piracy media event in Nilai, Malaysia,
on 1 Nov, 2007. Cinema chiefs have announced that local authorities have
busted a 52 million dollar secret optical disc burner lab —the biggest pirate

lab ever to befound in Malaysia.—INTERNET

ECONOMIC NEWWS

| M F cancels $82m of debt

for Cambod

PrHnom PenH, 21 Nov—
The Internationa Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) has
cancelled 82 million US
dollars of debt owed by
Cambodia, a senior
official said here on
Monday.

The debt cancellation
isfortheNational Bank of
Cambodia, because “we
have worked with good
results and our achieve-
mentsaregreat”, saidK eat
Chhon, Minister of
Finance and Economy, at
a workshop on national

budget preparation for
2008.

IMF has the principle
of deleting debt for the
national banks of some
countries like Cambodia,
he said. “IMF wants to
encourage us to work
better, so it omitted our
debt,” he added.

Since the 1990s,
Cambodia has borrowed
money from IMF to
strengthen its financial
balance.

Half budget of the
kingdom used to be met

Fel
by donor countries and

internationa institutions
like IMF.—MNA/Xinhua

|ran to consult about uranium
enrichment in neutral country

RivapH, 20 Nov —
Iran’s President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad said
here on Sunday that he
would consult with other
Arab nations on aplanto
enrichuraniuminaneutral
country, Sky News TV
channel reported in a
rolling caption.

Ahmadingjad madethe
remarks on the sidelines

of the third summit of the
Organization of Petro-
leum-Exporting Coun-
tries’ (OPEC) inthe Saudi
capital of Riyadh.

Earlier this month, the
I ranian President announ-
ced that Iran has made
3,000 centrifuges opera
tional. The UN Security
Council has already
adopted two sanction

A street vendor looks on while selling magazines
in Moscow, on 19 Nov, 2007.— INTERNET
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resolutions against Iran’s
nuclear programme since
last December, but both of
themfailedto persuadethe
Islamic Republic to give
up uranium enrichment
work. Iraninsisted that its
nuclear programme is for
peaceful purposesonly and
voiced hope for talks to
defusethenucl ear standoff,
whiletheUnited Statesand
some other Western
countriesfear Iranmay try
to develop atomic bombs
under acivilian cover.
MNA/Xinhua
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bomb in the northern city

of Mosul. Insurgentskilled
at least 18 people across

-~ Irag on Sunday, including

S T “| ninein acar bomb attack
Eé;fs‘ﬂ-"r‘i targeting a top finance

An Iragi security guard |
sfcuresthesteof acar

minigtry official,
security officials said.
INTERNET

J

'Chin‘a‘begins 16 expressrail projects

Beiang, 20 Nov —
Chinahasstarted building
16 new express rail
projects, including a115-
kilometrelinethat will cut
Tianjin-Beijing travel
timein half ahead of the
2008 Beijing Olympics,
Xinhua news agency
reported on Sunday.

Work began severa
days ago on the Tianjin-
Beijing line, and trains
with maximum speed of
300 kilometres per hour
(185 miles per hour) will

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

shorten the journey from
70 minutes to around 30
minutes, Liu Rong,
director of theMinistry of
Railways construction
project, was quoted as
saying.Chinaaimstohave
12,000 kilometres (7,500
miles) of express-rail lines
by 2020, linking provin-
cia capitalsandlarge- and
medium-sized cities, as
well ascitiesinthe boom-
ing Bohai Sea, Yangtze
and Pearl River regions,
Xinhua said.

China's State Council
has also approved afeasi-
bility study on a planned
1,318 kilometres (818
miles) high-speed railway
to link Shanghai and
Beijing, aplanthat hasbeen
in the worksfor nearly 10
years. It would be the
longesthigh-speedrail line
intheworld and would cut
travel timebetweenthetwo
citiesfromaround 10hours
at present to about five
hours, according to the
report.—MNA/Reuters



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Thursday, 22 November, 2007 11

Kidnapped Iragi reporter
freed, says no ransom paid

BacHpaD, 20 Nov—
An lIragi TV journalist
who was kidnapped last
week in a busy Baghdad
neighbourhood said he
was released unharmed
before dawn on Monday.

Muntazer a-Zaidi, a
correspondent for the
independent al-Baghdad-
iyatelevision station, said
he spent more than two
days blindfolded, barely
eating and drinking, after
armedmenforcedhiminto
acar ashewalkedtowork
on Friday morning in the
bustlingBabal-Sharji area

of central Baghdad.

“My release is a
miracle.| couldn’tbelieve
| was still adive,” Zadi,
28, told Reuters by tele-
phone.

Zaidi said the kidnap-
pers had beaten him until
he lost consciousness.

They used his necktie
to blindfold him and
bound his hands with his
shoel aces.

He never learned the
identity of thekidnappers,
who questioned him
closely about hiswork but
did not demand aransom.

The captors later told
Zaidi he would be rele-
ased, throwinghimontoa
dark street, still blind-
folded, around 3am (0000
GMT) on Monday.

Hewasthen picked up
by his brother.

Atleast 122journalists
and 41 mediasupport staff
have been killed in Irag
sincetheUS-led invasion
in 2003, according to the
New York-based Com-
mittee to Protect Journa-
lists. About 85 per cent of
those killed were Iragis.

MNA/Reuters

L ebanese partiesurged to agree
on presidential candidate

UNniTED NATIONS, 20
Nov— UN Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon
called on Lebanon’s
political factions on
Monday to work toward a
consensus on a presi-
dential candidate.

The Secretary-Gene-
ral, whojust returnedfrom
a nearly two-week over-
seastripwhichincluded a
brief stopinLebanon, told
reporters that he had met
with a wide range of
political leaders in the
country.

“l have urged them
that, for thefuture of their

nation, they should elect
the president in accor-
dance with their constitu-
tional procedures,” Ban
said, stressing that the
President should be
elected without outside
interference and on the
basis of international
legitimacy.

Ban said the United
Nations will support any
President who will be
elected on a broadest
possible basis with the
strong commitment to
international legitimacy.

“I am till concerned
that they have not been

able to agree on a con-
sensus on a presidential
candidate,” he said,
voicing hopethat political
leadersinthe country can
find out “a common
solution which will be
acceptabletoall Lebanese
people”.

MNA/Xinhua

royal tomb in the Syrian

e |

Gold swan heads from
the second millennium
BC, discovered in a

city of Homs, are
displayed at the
National Museum in
Damascus on 19 Nov ,

2007. — INTERNET

80 killed, 20 missing

In Ukraine's

coalmine blast

Kiev, 20 Nov — The
death toll in Sunday’s
coamine blast in eastern
Ukrainehasclimbedto 80
whilethefate of 20 others
is still nuclear, Ukraine's
Vice-Prime Minister
Andry Kliuev said on
Monday.

Kliuev, heading a
governmental commis-
sion probing into the
accident at the scene, said
that 66 bodies have been
brought to the ground by
now, according to the
Interfax-Ukraine news
agency.

He said there have 30
injured miners in hos-
pitals, one of themwasin
a very serious condition,
others were diagnosed
with gas poisoning.

Themethaneexplosion
occurred at the Zasyadka
mineintheDonetsk region
at a depth of more than
1,000 metres at 3:11 am
local time(0111GMT) on
18 November.

The Donetsk region is
about 640 kilometres

22-11-07NL 11

southeast of the capital,
Kiev.

Local authorities de-
clared three days of
mourningfor dead miners
intheDonetsk regionfrom
19 November.

The Zasyadko mine,
one of Ukraine's largest,
producesupto 10,000tons
of coal every day. But
several deadly accidents
took placeat thecoal mine
in recent years.

A gas leak at the
Zasyadko mine in Sep

-tember 2006 killed 13
miners.

In 1999 an explosion
there claimed 50 lives,
while in 2001 another
blast claimed 55 lives.

Before this Sunday’s
explosion, Ukraine's
most deadly mine acci-
dent wasin March 2000,
when 80 miners were
killed in an explosion at
the Barakov coalmine in
the eastern region of
Luhansk.

MNA/Xinhua

lrag says 43 arrested
over Baghdad
shooting

BacgHpaD, 20 Nov— An Iragi Government
spokesman said on Monday that Iragi security forces
had arrested 43 people, including two Americans and
31 other foreigners, over ashooting inwhich awoman
was wounded in central Baghdad.

“This is a message to security companies that no
one is above the law,” government spokesman Ali

al-Dabbagh told Reuters.

Dabbagh said those arrested would appear before
an investigating judge in Baghdad on Tuesday.
“Thoseinvolvedwill beput ontrial andtheinnocent

will bereleased,” he said.

Dabbagh said a convoy of workers being escorted
by guards working for an Iraqgi-registered security
company was travelling through Baghdad's Karrada
District on their way to the airport when they opened
fire at civilians, wounding the woman.

Thefour-vehicle convoy included 21 Sri Lankans,
nine Nepali and one Indian worker.

The security guards included 10 Iragis and two

Americans.

It was not clear who fired at the woman.

Foreign security guards have been under the
spotlight in lrag since 17 Iragis were killed in a
shooting involving USfirm Blackwater in September.

MNA/Reuters

Moderate
guake hits
iran, 30
reported hurt

TeHERAN, 21 Nov —
Some 30 students were
lightly injured as they
rushed out of classrooms
when a 5.1 magnitude
earthquake jolted Iran’s
oil-rich southwest on
Tuesday, an Iranian news
agency said.

Official media
reported only minor
damage to buildings. The
guake occurred at 0520
GMT near the town of
Ghaleh-tal in eastern
Khuzestan Province. It
was felt in the provincial
capital Ahvaz and
elsewhere.

“Some 30 students
were dlightly hurt asthey
were trying to leave
schools when the
earthquake happened,”
| SNA hewsagency quoted
a local official, Shapour
Rostami, as saying.

State television
earlier said 20 peoplewere
injured. — MNA/Reuters

Ve

Strollers make their
way through the snow
after sunset on 18
Nov, 2007, on the
Schauinsland
mountain, in southern

Germany. — INTERNET
.

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

Car bombing
wounds5in

northerniraq

TikriT (Irag), 21 Nov
— A car bombwent off in
a village in Salahudin
Province north of
Baghdad on Monday,
wounding five-family
members, a provincial
police source said.

The blast occurred
early in the morning near
ahouse of apoliceofficer
intheAlbu-Jawari Village
outside the town of Beiji,
some200kilometresnorth
of Baghdad, injuring the
five-family members, the
source told Xinhua on
condition of anonymity.

MNA/Xinhua
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV KOTA TERAJU VOY NO (TRJ-269)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA
TERAJU VOY NO (269) are hereby notified that the
vessal will be arrivingon 22.11.2007 and cargowill be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T whereit will
lieattheconsignee’ srisk and expensesand subjecttothe
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the Vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER
LINESPTELTD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

[ MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
HOLIDAY NOTICE

Asthewharves, warehousesand chellanoffices
of Yangon Port will be closed on the 24"
November 2007, being the public Holiday,
Goodswill bereceived, shipped or delivered on
payment of Holiday Fees.

Indonesia launches “ Stop
Child Abuse” campaign

JakARTA, 20 Nov—The
Indonesian Government
in cooperation with the
United NationsChildren's
FundlaunchedonMonday
a “Stop Child Abuse”
campaign to counter the
increasing number of

TRADE MARK CAUTION

A.P. Moller - Maersk
A/S, a Danish Corporation, of
Esplanaden 50, DH-1098
Copenhagen K, Denmark, is
the Owner of the following
Trade Mark:-

Damco

Traffic accidents claim
morelivesin Vietham
In first 10 months

Hanoi, 20 Nov—Traffic accidents killed 10,892

Reg. No. 6991/2007

in respect of "Class 36:Cus-
toms house brokerage, cus-
toms clearance services, im-
port and export clearances,
export certificates, arrange-
ment of cargo insurance, and/
or issuance, completion, man-
agement or submission of
papers, certificates and/or
documents relating to secu-
rity for goods, customs,
logistics and/or transporta-
tion activities. Class 39: De-
livery and transport of pack-
ets, packages, parcels, freight
and of goods, all by road, rail-
way, air or sea, packaging and
storage of goods, arranging
for the transportation of
goods by road, railway, air
and sea, stevedoring (cargo
loading and unloading),
freight forwarding, container
rental, information regarding
shipment and transportation
and storage, logistics ser-
vices relating to shipment and
transportation and storage,
providing tracking and trac-
ing of shipments, manage-
ment and operation of con-
tainer terminals and of air
cargo terminals, port authori-
ties services, advisory and
consultancy services relating
to all the aforesaid services:
all included in class 39".

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the
said Trade Mark will be
dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin
M.A,HGP,DBL.,

for A.P. Moller - Maersk
A/S

P.O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 22 November 2007

people in Vietnam in the first 10 months of this year,
up from 10,436 in the same period last year, local
newspaper Pioneer reported on Monday.

Intheperiod, thecountry experienced 12,128 traffic
accidents, which also injured 9,124 people, the paper
guotedthecountry'sNational Traffic Safety Committee
as reporting.

In October aone, the country reported 1,095 traffic
accidents which killed 973 people and injured 733
others, down 11.2 per cent, 11.1 per cent and 42.3 per
centrespectively over last October. Of thetotal accident
cases, 1,036 were road incidents,.

TheViethamese Government hasrecently instructed
relevant agenciesto focuson asking motorbikedrivers
to wear helmets, strictly dealing with traffic law
violators, and intensifying propagandizing on traffic
safety.— MNA/Xinhua

violent
children.

The campaign, laun-
ched on the occasion of
WorldPreventionof Child
Abuse Day, was aimed at
making parents more
awareof children’srights,
State  Minister  of
Women's Empowerment
Meutia Hatta Swasono
said.

“The campaign is also
designed to change the
mindset on the part of
some people that child
abuse in any form is not
justified,” Antara news
agency quoted the
minister as saying at the
function.

Mutia said the
campaign which would
among others be carried
out through advertise-
ments in the mass media,
would bevery strategicto
inform the public about
theimpact of child abuse.

“That’swhy | hope the
message of thiscampaign
will be heard not only by
people living in major
cities but also by people
from al walks of life in
Indonesia,” she said.

MNA/Xinhua

acts against

Malaysian oil giant signs
new deal to supply Japan
with LNG

KuaLa Lumpur, 20
Nov—Malaysia's state-
owned oil company
Petronassignedadeal here
on Monday with Japan’'s
Osaka Gas Co Ltd to
supply 920,000 tons of
liquefied natural gas
(LNG) each year to the
latter over the coming 15
years beginning in April
2009.

The sale and purchase
agreement was signed by
Maaysia LNG Sdn Bhd
(MLNG), asubsidiary of
Petronas, and Osaka Gas,
said Petronas in a Press
release.

The LNG would be
transported from the
Petronas LNG Complex
in Bintulu, Sarawak in
East Malaysia, to Osaka

in Senboku and Himeji,
Japan.

OsakaGasisthesecond
largest gas company in
Japan, supplying house-
hold and industrial gasto
more than 6.8 million
users in the Kansai area,
Petronas said.

In March this year,
MLNG signed asale and
purchase agreement with
Japan’s Saibu Gas Co to
supply up to 390,000 tons
of LNG per annum to
Saibu GasCofor 15years
beginning from October
2013.

MLNG and Saibu Gas
Co first signed a 20-year
supply contract in 1990,
under which Saibu Gas
receives 357,000 tons of
LNG per annum from

Gas' receiving terminals | MLNG.— MNA/Xinhua

Drive safely
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Residents of Brazil’s Amazon Basin try to help a Minke whale reach deeper
water after it swam some 1,000 km (621 miles) from the Atlantic Ocean up
the Amazon River and into the tributary Tapajos River, in the village of
Belterra near Santarem,on 14 Nov, 2007.—INTERNET

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

Indonesia’s SriwijayaAir to open
Malaysia, Singapore routes

JAkARTA, 20 Nov—Indonesia's budget carrier
SriwijayaAir plansto openitsfirst overseasroutesto
citiesin neighbouring Malaysiaand Singapore early
next year.

Thecompany saidthenew routeswouldlink overseas
destinations with Indonesian cities other than Jakarta.

“Wewill fly Malaysia and Singapore from Medan,
Surabayaand Makassar,” Sriwijayadirector Chandra
Lie was quoted Monday by economic daily Bisnis
Indonesia as saying.

“For our overseas routes, we choose to fly from
Indonesia ssecondcities. Wehaveconsideredit (good)
for the business,” he said, specifying the destinations
in Malaysia as Ipoh, Penang and Kuala Lumpur.

Sriwijaya will rent four Boeing 373-series from a
France-based company to serve the routes, he said.
Sriwijaya currently operates 17 B-373 planes.

MNA/Xinhua

Chinaaimsto double satdllitelife
expectancy by 2010

Beling, 20 Nov—Chinaislikely to double the life
expectancy of itshomemadesatellitesby 2010, aVice-
Minister in charge of the Commission of Science,
Technology and Industry for National Defencesaid on
Sunday.

Sun Laiyan, also chief of the China National Space
Administration, said the country would striveto boost
the life expectancy of its satellite designs in sun-
synchronousorbittofour tofiveyearsby theend of the
11th Five-Year period (2006-2010). Currently, it is
two to three years.

The life expectancy of satellites in geo-stationary
orbit is expected to nearly double to 15 years from
eight years at present, Sun said at the country’s third
civil space work conference.

MNA/Xinhua
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UN slashes AIDS estimates
INn latest report

WasHInGTON, 21 Nov
— TheUnitedNationshas
dashed its estimates of
how many people are
infected with the AIDS
virus, from nearly 40
million to 33 million.

In areport to be issued
on Tuesday, the UN says
revised estimates on HIV
inlndiaaccountforalarge
part of the decrease.

The agency admitted it
overestimated how many
peopleareinfectedwiththe
incurable virus, and said
better methodsof collecting
data show it is not quite a

common asfeared.

“The single biggest
reason for this reduction
wastheintensiveexercise
to assess India’'s HIV
epidemic, which resulted
inamajor revision of that
country’s estimates,” the
report said.

Afterorigindlyedimating
some5.7millionpeoplewere
infected in India, the UN
more than halved that
estimeate, to 2.5 million.

“These improved data
present us with a clearer
picture of the AIDS
epidemic, one that reveals

both challenges and
opportunities,” UNAIDS
ExecutiveDirector Dr Peter
Piot said in astatement.
“Unguestionably, weare
beginning to see areturn on
investment — new HIV
infections and mortdity are
decliningandtheprevadence
of HIV levding. But with
more than 6,800 new
infections and over 5,700
desthseachday duetoAIDS,
we must expand our efforts
in order to significantly
reduce the impact of AIDS
worldwide”
MNA/Reuters

Migrainebrains‘aredifferent’

Lonpon , 20 Nov—Scientists have
discovered differences in the sensory
areasof thebrainsof peoplewhodevelop
migraines.

They found a part of the cortex is
thicker thanin peoplewho arefreefrom
the debilitating headaches.

What is not clear is whether the
difference causes, or is the result of
migraine attacks.

The Neurology study, by Mas-
sachusettsGeneral Hospital inBoston,
suggests the changes may make
patients hyper-sensitive to pain in
general.

The researchers, from the hospital’s
Martinos Center for Biomedical
Imaging, compared 24 people who get
migraineswith 12 who do not suffer the
condition.

Somatosensory
cortex

Brain

They found the somatosensory cortex
area of the brain was up to 21% thicker
in the migraine sufferers.

Lead researcher Dr Nouchine
Hadjikhani said: “Repeated migraine
attacks may lead to, or be the result of,
these structural changesin the brain.

Internet

- ——
ey T :

A humpback whale off the coast of Australia. Japan’swhaling fleet set off

Sunday for the Antarctic Ocean trailed by environmentalists for a hunt that
will include famed humpback whales for the first time.— INTERNET

13,000 Nepal

| children die

dueto contaminated water

KaTtHMANDU, 20Nov —
About 13,000 Nepali
childrendieevery year due
tocontaminatedwater and
lack of cleanliness, and
constructing toilet and
maintaining hygiene still
remainsagreat challenge
to the country, especially
inrural areas.

According to The
Kathmandu Post Mon-
day’s report, Nepal is to
mark World Toilet
Day on Monday to

Bangladesh saysreachesall cyclone-hit areas

DHAkA, 21 Nov —
Relief workers and the
Bangladesh military on
Tuesday reached the last
remaining pockets of the
country devastated by a
cyclonethat killed nearly
3,500 people aong the
Bay of Bengal.

It has taken some
fivedaystogainaccessto
thehardest hitareasinan
operation involving
helicopters, planes and
boats, aswell asthousands
of ground troops and aid
workers.

Two US C-130
transport aircraft and two
American naval vessels
were poised to join the
effort.

“Wehavereinforced
relief efforts by adding
more helicopters and
cargo planes to fly food,
medicine, water and other
essential goods to the
survivors,” said an Army

22-11-07NL 13

official.

But food supplies
were still woefully
inadeguate.

“Hundreds of hands
go up to grab just one
food packet. This is a
mad rush but a tragic
reality on the entire

coastline ravaged by the
cyclone,” said a relief
operator inthe Patuakhali
Disgtrict.

The Category Four
cyclone struck late on
Thursday with 250
kilometres per hour (155
milesper hour) windsthat

IE)

whipped up a five-metre
(16-foot) tidal surge.
The disaster wasthe
worstintheimpoverished
country of 140 million
since1991whenacyclone
and storm surge killed
around 143,000 people.
MNA/Reuters

km (205 miles) southeast of the capital Dhaka, on 19 Nov, 2007. — INTERNET

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

take action, increase
awareness of the toilet
user's right to a better
toilet environment, andto
demand it from toilet
owners. According to
2003 national census,
about 17 million people
inthe country defecatein
the open every morning.

Issuing a state ment
here Sunday, the
Nepal Water for Health
said, “To maintain hy-
giene, thetoilet user’ sduty
is to contribute to main-
tenance, cleanliness and
hygiene of toilet.”

The government in
2003 had declared that 80
per cent of diseasesinthe
country wasduetolack of

safe drinking water and
cleanliness. Diarrhoea is
the second main cause of
children’s death, after
pneumonia.
Thestatement said that
constructionof toiletalone
istaken astheindicator of
cleanlinessinthecountry.
It also said that due to
lack of proper toilet, girl
children remain absent
from school during
menstrual period. Of 130
million children who do
not go to schooal, 60 per
cent aregirls. “Improved
toilet in the school can
increasethenumber of girl
children’s enrollment in
school,” the statement
added. — MNA/Xinhua

Four indicted in
Florida in huge 2004
drug seizures

Miawmi, 21 Nov — Four men havebeenindicted in
connection with two of thelargest drug seizuresin US
history, more than 22,000 kilos (48,500 pounds) of
cocaine found aboard two ships in the Pacific Ocean,

officials said on Tuesday.

One of the suspects, Heberto Y esguen Estupinan,
was captured by Colombian police on Sunday at a
cemetery in Cali while he was attending the funeral of
his son, the US Attorney’ s Officein Tampasaid. The
United States is seeking his extradition.

The seizures of 12,000 kilogrammes (26,460
pounds) and 10,500 kilogrammes (23,150 pounds)
respectively fromthefishingvessels“LinaMaria’ and
“San Jose” aweek apart in September 2004 are among
the largest maritime seizures ever by the US Coast

Guard.

The combined drug haul had an estimated street
value of more than 345 million US dollars .

MNA/Reuters
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San CristoBaL (Ven-

ezuela), 21 Nov — Ven-

Colombia’s Dayro Moreno (R) scores their second

goal

ezuela scored three times
in the last 10 minutes to
beat Boliviab-3inaWorld
Cupqualifier on Tuesday,
their last two goals com-
ing after an injury to Bo-
livia goalkeeper Carlos

past Argentina's goalkeeper Roberto
Abbondanzeri in their World Cup qualifying soccer
match in Bogota on 20 Nov, 2007. —INTERNET

Arias.

Arias, barely able to
move and with Bolivia
aready having madetheir
three substitutions, was
slow coming off his line
as Giancarlo Madonado
headed Venezuela 4-3
ahead in the 89th minute
of an extraordinary game.

Terry boosts England before cr

Lonpbon CoLney (Eng-
land), 21 Nov — Injured
England captain John
Terry trained with his
squad on Tuesday, boost-
ing moralebeforetheir fi-
nal Euro 2008 qualifier
against Croatia.

A bullish coach Steve
McClaren, convinced
England would earn the
point they need to reach
next year's finals along-
side Croatia, said Terry
would not befit to play at
Wembley on Wednesday
but described hispresence
as "fantastic”.

Mcelaren said he had
picked the team for the
final Group E game but
would not say whether
David Beckham, Terry's
predecessor as captain,

wasin the starting lineup.

"Y ouneed playerswith
big match experience for
these games, but you also
need the innocence of
youth," he said.

Until Israel beat Russia
2-1inTel Aviv last Satur-
day, England'schancesof
reachingthefinalsinAus-
tria and Switzerland
looked slim but Isradl's
victory meant they needed
only to draw their last

unch qualifier

"When we play as a
teamthenwecanbeat any-
one," McClaren told re-
portersat England'strain-
ing basejust north of Lon-
don.

"I have no doubts we
aregoingtodothejoband
qualify and take thisteam
forward and get even bet-
ter." Croatia come to
Wembley leading the
group with 26 pointsfrom
their 11 matches.

Ariasthenwent off and
was replaced by left back
Luis Gutierrez, who was
caught off his line by a
Maldonado lab in injury
time. The result left Ven-
ezuela, who have never
played at a World Cup,
with six points from four
gamesintheSouth Ameri-
cangroupandBoliviawith
one.

Bolivia, who failed to
score in their first three
games in the group, led
three times and appeared
set for their first away win
in a World Cup qualifier
for 14 years before com-
ing undone late in the
game.

Marcelo Martins put
Boliviaahead for thefirst
time in the 19th minute
with an individual goal
after Venezuela had lost
possession trying to play

their way out of defence.

Daniel Arismendi lev-
elledoneminutelater after
Jorge Rojas's cross found
him at thefar post but Bo-
livia needed only seven
minutes to regain the lead
when Juan Carlos Arce
turned in Josdlito Vacas

Venezuela scorethreelate goalsto beat Bolivia

low cross at the near post.
Venezuela equalized just
beforehalftimewhen Juan
Arango's lobbed pass for-
ward inadvertently hit
Maldonado on the back of
the head and fell perfectly
for Arismendi to score.
MNA/Reuters
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Brazl’s Andre Heller (R) and Andre Luizda Silva
Nascimento (C) block the ball during the 1st round
match against Eygpt at 2007 FIVB Men’s World
Cup in Matsumoto, Japan, on 20 Nov, 2007. BraZl
won the match 25-18, 25-14, 25-17. —XINHUA

M odise double gives South

Africa morale-hoosting win

DursaN, 21 Nov — Teko Modise
scored two goals in the space of five
minutes at the end of thefirst half togive
South Africaamorale-boosting 2-0 win

qualifier. MNA/Reuters

Injured Chivutomiss
Albania qualifier

BucHaRresT, 21 Nov —
Romaniaskipper Cristian
Chivu has a muscular le-
sion and will miss the
team's final Euro 2008
qualifier against Albania
on Wednesday.

"Chivu suffered leg
muscledamageduring to-
day's training session,”
Romania coach Victor
Piturca told reporters on
Tuesday.

Romania have already
qualified for next year's
finalsfrom Group G with
the Netherlands.

Chivu will join injured
Fiorentina striker Adrian
Mutu on the sidelines for
thegame. Piturcaalsosaid
Banel Nicolitawasdoubt-
ful for the match in Bu-
charest. — MNA/Reuters
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Bosnia striker Muslimovic to miss
Euro qualifier against Turkey

SaraJEVO, 21 Nov — Bosnian striker Zlatan
Muslimovic has been ruled out of Wednesday's Euro
2008 Group C qualifier against Turkey in Istanbul
because of injury, the national soccer association said
on its website.

Theinjured Atalantaplayer and Bosnia'stop scorer
will be replaced by home-based striker Sanel Jahic of
Zeljeznicar, the association said on Tuesday, although
it failed to elaborate on the Muslimovic's injury.

European champions Greece, who have already
qualified for the finals, top the group on 28 points.
Turkey, on 21 points, arevying for the second qualify-
ing spot alongside Norway (20). Bosniaare in fourth
place on 13 points. The finals will be co-hosted by
Austriaand Switzerland. —MNA/Reuters

e R e
San Antonio Spursguard Tony Parker
(L) goes up for a layup past Atlanta
Hawksforward JoeJohnson (R) in the
second half at their NBA basketball
game in Atlanta, Georgia on 20 Nov,
2007. Atrear isSan Antonio SpursTim
Duncan.—INTERNET

over Canadain afriendly on Tuesday.
The midfielder broke the deadlock
with along-range shot in the 39th minute
after the2010World Cuphostshad squan-
dered two earlier chancesin the opening
minutes. M odise added asecond fromthe
penalty spot after Canada captain Paul
Stalteri had brought down striker
Thembinkos Fanteni on the stroke of
halftime. Stalteri was sent off 11 minutes
from time for swearing at alinesman.
Theresult eased the pressure on South
Africacoach Carlos Alberto Parreira af -
ter arunof justonewinintheir last seven
matches, including a home defeat by the
United Statesin Johannesburg on Satur-
day.—MNA/Reuters

Roger Federer
of Switzer-
land, wearing
traditional
Korean
clothes, hitsa
ball to specta-
tors after
winning an
invitational
exhibition
tennis match
against Pete
Sampras of
the USin
Seoul on 20
Nov, 2007.

XINHUA

Nigeria defeat sees Swissend year
with negative balance

ZUricH, 21 Nov — Euro 2008 co-
hosts Switzerland suffered adi sappoint-
ing end to an indifferent year when they
lost 1-0 at hometo Nigeriaon Tuesday.

Already qualified for Euro 2008 be-
causeof their statusastournament hosts,
Switzerland have won four of their 10
friendlies this year — drawing one and
losing the remaining five.

Nigeria, currently ranked by FIFA as
Africastop side and coached by former
Germany trainer Berti V ogts, werewith-
out injured Portsmouth strike pair
Nwankwo Kanu and John Utaka for
Tuesday's match.

Newcastle United forward Obafemi
Martinswas also absent, after failing to
secure avisafor Switzerland.

8/2/18, 12:27 AM

With the home side also depleted
upfront by injuriestotop scorer Alex Frei
and his regular attacking partner Marco
Streller, the game was understandably
short of firepower.

Aptly it was a defender who eventu-
ally broke the deadlock, Marseille |eft-
back Taye Taiwo firing in afierce left-
footed 79th minute strike from just out-
sidetheareafollowing aneat |ay-back by
Peter Odemwingie. Switzerland'sfellow
co-hosts Austria are set to end their own
difficult year of friendlieson Wednesday
when they take on Tunisiain Vienna.

TheAustriansarein even poorer form
than the Swiss, having won just once —
against a 10-man lvory Coast side—in
11 matches this year.— MNA/Reuters
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Iran arguesnuclear casein letter to* world”

TeHERAN, 21 Nov — Iran sent a letter to the world’stop diplomats on Tuesday to argueitscasein the
deepening nuclear row with the West, official media reported.

“I would like to
emphasize that Iran’s
nuclear programme is
completely peaceful,”
Foreign Minister
Manouchehr M ottaki wrote
in the letter, published by
newsagency IRNAinFars.

“This programme is
not a threat against any

country.”

The agency said the
letter was sent to “the
world' sforeign ministers’
but did not specify whether
it went to the United States
and Iran’s other Western
foes, who fear the Idamic
Republic wants to use the
programme to pursue

nuclear weapons.

Teheran says it only
amsto generateelectricity
so that, as the world's
fourth-largest  crude
producer, itcanexportmore
oil and gas.

Mottaki said Iran had
shown goodwill “even
beyond its  legal

Two soldierskilled in Iraq hdicopter crash

BacHDAD, 21 Nov —
A coalition forces
helicopter crashed in Irag
on Tuesday, killing two
soldiersandinjuring12,the
US military said.

Maor  Brad
Leighton, a US military
spokesman, said initial
reportsindicatedthecrash
near the town of Salman
Pak, 45 kilometres (28

miles) southeast of
Baghdad, was not the
result of enemy fire.

He declined to say if
the casualties were
American or give details
onthetypeof aircraft. The
number of soldiersonboard
suggestitwasaBlackHawk
helicopter, the workhorse
of theUSmiilitary, whichis
used to transport troops

around Irag.

Two US military
helicopters crashed in Iraq
inAugust, killing atotal of
19 US service personnel.

Nearly 70 helicopters
have crashed in Irag since
the2003invasiontotopple
Saddam Hussein, about
half of them because of
hostilefire.

MNA/Reuters

commitments’ to remove
ambiguitiesaboutitsatomic
activities,workingwiththe
UN International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA).

“All lran's nuclear
activities...arebasedonthe
agency’'s charter and the
NPT (nuclear Non-
Proliferation Tregty), under
the agency’s full and
continuous supervision,”
said hisletter, whichranto
four pages on.

The IAEA sd in a

UN urgesinvestment to improve sanitation

UniTep NATIONS, 21 Nov— Investing
10 billion US dollars a year could halve
the proportion of people without basic
toilet facilities by 2015, an issue that
affects 2.6 hillion people worldwide, the
United Nations said on Tuesday.

“An estimated 42,000 people die
every week from diseases related to low
water quality and an absence of adequate
sanitation,” UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon saidin a statement announcing

for poor

Theworldbodyiscalingforarenewed
effort to improve sanitation to meet
international commitmentsmadeintheUN
Millennium Deve opment Goalsin 2000.

Lack of cleanand safesanitationleads
to diarrhoea and other diseases and has a
particular impact on women and girlsin
developing countries who can be
vulnerabletoattack or deterredfromgoing
to school because of a lack of proper
facilities, the UN statement said.

2008 asthe Y ear of Sanitation. MNA/Reuters
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Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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dershowers have been isolated in Shan State, Bago,
Y angon and Taninthayi Divisions and weather has been
partly cloudy in the remaining States and Divisions.
Night temperatures were (3°C) to (4°C) below Novem-
ber average temperatures in Chin State and upper
Sagaing Division, (3°C) to (4°C) above November
average temperatures in Shan, Rakhine and Kayah
States, Mandalay, Y angon and Ayeyawady Divisions,
(5°C) above November average temperatures in Mon
State and about November average temperaturesin the
remaining areas. The noteworth amounts of rainfall
recorded were CoCo Island (1.18) inches and
Kawthoung (0.12) inch. The significant night tempera-
tures was Haka (2°C).

Maximum temperature on 20-11-2007 was 94°F.
Minimum temperature on 21-11-2007 was 71°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hours MST on 21-11-2007 was
78%. Tota sunshine hours on 20-11-2007 was (6.4)
hours approx.

Rainfall on 21-11-2007 was (Nil) a Mingaladon,
Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon. Tota rainfal since 1-
1-2007 was (136.46) inches at Mingaadon, (140.94)
inches a Kaba-Aye and (144.29) inches at Centra
Y angon. Maximum wind speed a Y angon (Kaba-Aye)
was (6) mph from East at (14:30) hours MST on 20-
11-2007.

Bay inference: Wesather is partly cloudy in the
Andaman Sea and generally fair in the Bay of Bengdl.

Forecast valid until evening of 22-11-2007: Rain
or thundershowers are likely to be scattered in
Taninthayi Division, isolated in Shan, Rakhine and Mon
States, Mandalay, Bago, Y angon and Ayeyawady Di-
visons and weather will be partly cloudy in the re-
maining States and Divisions. Degree of certainty is
(60)%.

State of the sea: Seaswill be moderate in Myanmar
waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood of
continuation of rain or thundershowersin the Southern
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
area for 22-11-2007: Possibility of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certain is (40%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 22-11-2007: Possibility of isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (40%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 22-11-2007: Partly cloudy.
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People’s Desire

Y« We favour stability.
v« We favour peace.
Y« We oppose unrest and violence.

N

/ Kengtung Tovwnship mar ks
monsoon paddy har vest

NAY Pyi Taw, 21 Nov—Kengtung Township held
a ceremony to mark harvesting of monsoon paddy at
plot No 107 in the township yesterday morning.

It was attended by Member of the State Peace and

Development Council Lt-Gen Kyaw Win of the Min-
istry of Defence, Shan State (East) PDC Chairman
TriangleRegion Command Commander Magj-GenMin | harvesting monsoon paddy, the region’s sufficiency
Aung Hlaing, departmental officials and farmers.

Manager U Aung Khin of Shan State (East)
Myanma Agriculture Service reported on progress of

(See page 9)

behalf in Singapore on 8 November.

(Local) Group are asfollows:-

Announcement of national race
delegates from Bago Division to
National Convention

Date: 21 November 2007

Bago Division is home to 30 national races, and our delegate group
representing these national races attended the National Convention. Our delegate
group had theopportunity tofreely expressour opinion at the National Convention
and cordially participated in the discussionsto formul ate the fundamental princi-
ples and detailed basic principles that most of the delegates accept.

Therefore, we firmly believe that at present, the fundamental principles
and detailed basic principlesunanimously approved by over 1,000 delegatesfrom
eight delegate groups are the most appropriate for the Union of Myanmar and all
the national people.

Now, wefirmly statethat wedo not agreetoall thehintslacking recognition
of the fundamental principles and detailed basic principles which all the delegates
in addition to national race delegates have aready discussed and adopted.

Our group hereby announces that we welcome the Commission for
Drafting State Constitution and invite the groups that did not attend the National
Conventiontojoin handswith usinrealization of theremaining stepsof theseven-
step Road Map.

Delegates from Bago Division
Delegate Group of National Races

Bago Division, Yangon Division and Shan State (East) Delegate Groups
of National Races, Monhin/Monha People's Militia (L ocal) Group,
Monekoe/Phaunghsal People’'s Militia (L ocal) Group and Peinhsar

(Lahu) People’'s Militia (L ocal) Group Issue announcements

NAyY Pvi Taw, 21 Nov — Mr Gambari, the special adviser to the United Nations Secretary-General, released a statement of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on her

Political parties, national racearmed groups, which havereturnedto thelegal fold and State/Division del egates of national race delegate groupsarereleasing
announcements to express their disagreement and objection to the pointsin the statement.

Among the announcements sent to the dailies, those of Bago Division delegates, Y angon Division delegates and Shan State (East) del egates of the Delegate
Group of National Races, Monhin/MonhaPeople sMilitia(Local) Group, Monekoe/Phaunghsai People sMilitia(L ocal) Group and Peinhsar (L ahu) People sMilitia

Announcement of national race
delegates from Yangon Division
to National Convention

Date: 21 November 2007

Since the Union of Myanmar regained itsindependence, the country has
become a member of the United Nations and has cooperated with the UN.

Therefore, we view that appointment of U Aung Kyi as Minister for
Relations as advised by Mr Gambari, special adviser to the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, and meetings held between U Aung Kyi and Daw Aung San
Suu Kyi to be amove to the national reconsolidation.

We believe that Mr Gambari understands the objective conditions of
Myanmar and will stand by the truth and will hel p remove the pressure being put
unfairly on the country.

We hereby announcethat wefully support the clarification of the Spokes
Authoritative Team of the State Peace and Devel opment Council in meeting with
Mr Gambari at the Ministry of Informationin Nay Pyi Taw on 6 November and
it reflects the wishes of the delegates from Yangon Division to the National
Convention.

Delegates from Yangon Division
Delegate Group of National Races
(See page 5)

—
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