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Reformsrelating to various ar eas such as political,
economic and social sectors haveto be undertaken
simultaneoudsly in building a modern, developed country

National objectives, national policy and plans laid down are based not only
on country’s history but also on practical nationalistic ideologies

Senior General Than Shwe addresses AGM 2007 of USDA

Senior General Thah Shwe delivers a speech at Annual Geﬁeral
Meeting 2007 of Union Solidarity and Development Association. — MNA

Navy Pyi Taw, 16 Nov — The
followingisthefull text of thetrand ation
of the speech delivered by Patron of the
Union Solidarity and Development As-
sociation Chairman of the Sate Peace
and Devel opment Council Commander -
in-Chief of Defence Services Senior Gen-
eral Than Shweat thefourth day session
of the Annual General Meeting 2007 of
USDA held at the University of Veteri-
nary Science on Yezin University Cam-
pus today.

On this occasion of the Annual

| General Meeting of theUnion Solidarity

and Development Association, | would
liketoextendmy warmfelicitationstoall
the members of the Association.
Building a peaceful developed
and discipline-flourishing democratic

mously adopted by al patrictic citizens.

In the past 14 years the Union
Solidarity and Development Association
has been harmoniously taking part in the
processof buildinganew nationwhichis
our national goal.

The process of building the new
nationisanobleand vital processinvolv-
ing thewhol e nation. The Union Solidar-
ity and Development Association was
foundedwiththeaimtogiveassistancein
organizing the active and conscientious
participation of the whole populace.

Ever since the founding of the
Association, trainingshave been continu-
oudy held for youth members to effec-
tively carry out the cause of the peoplein
their respective regions with higher effi-
ciency.

(Seepage 8)

country isthe noble national goal unani-
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USDA AGM releases Statement (1/2007)

Nay Pyi Taw 16 Nov—The Annua General Meeting of the Union Solidarity and
Development Association has been held since 12 November at the University of
Veterinary Science on Nay Pyi Taw Y ezin University Campus.

Duringthe AGM, USDA Centra Executive Committee and secretaries of State/
Division USDAs held ameeting at the university on 13 November.

After the AGM, the attendees unanimoudy supported the announcement and
reached an agreement toreleaseit. The AGM (2007) rel eased the Statement (1/2007)
today.

The full context of the statement is asfollow:—

(See page 6)

—

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Towards emer gence of
strong jade and gem market

The 2007 Mid-year Myanma Gems

Emporium began on 14 November at the
Myanmar Convention CentreinYangon and
the Myanma Gems Mart on Kaba Aye Pa-
goda Road, and local and foreign gem mer-
chantsviewed gems and jade at the venues
in earnest.

The government has been taking all
the necessary steps for the development of
gem industry. As a result, Myanmar gems
arein high demand in theinter national mar -
ket, ther eby contributingalot tothedevel op-
ment of national economy.

The gems miners and gem entrepre-
neurs are to take systematic measures in
order not to cause environmental degrada-
tion and to ensure work site safely at the
designated mining blocks. In the meantime,
they areto put on saletheir gemsand jewel-
lery at thegemsemporiastaged by the State.
The gem entrepreneurs are to make more
profitsby selling value-added finished items
rather than selling the uncut jade and gems.

At a time when the government is
fulfilling all the necessary requirements for
the development of gem industry all the pri-
vatecompaniesar etomakeconcerted efforts
for the emergence of a strong gem market.

e
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* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
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[H omeAffairs Minister receives JapaneseAmbassadorJ

Nay Pyi Taw, 16
Nov— Minister for
Home Affairs Mg-Gen
Maung Oo received Japa-
nese Ambassador Mr
Yasuaki Nogawa at the
ministry, here, this after-
noon.

Also present at
the call were Deputy
Attorney-General Dr
Tun Shin, Director-
General U Myat Ko of
General Administra-
tion Department, Di-
rector-General Brig-
Gen Khin Yi of
Myanmar Police
Force, Director-Gen-
eral U Aung Saw Win
of Bureau of Special
Investigation, Director-
General U Zaw Win of
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Myanmar Correctional
Department and Head
of Office U Nay Myo.

Minister for Home Affairs Maj-Gen
Maung Oo receives Japanese Ambassador
Mr Yasuaki Nogawa. — MNA

MNA /
Mid-year Myanma Gems Emporium attracts |
3,491 merchants )

YancoN, 16 Nov—
The Mid-year Myanma
Gems Emporium 2007
went on at Myanma
Gems Mart on Kaba Aye
Pagoda Road, here, to-
day.

Now, 3491 gem mer-
chants — 2205 from
1571 companies of 14
foreign countries and
1286 from 491 local

-
12th ASEAN Ministerial M eeting on Science
and Technology commences

Nay Pyi Taw, 16
Nov—The 12th ASEAN
Ministerial Meeting on
Science and Technology
hosted by Myanmar was
opened at SedonaHotel in
Mandalay this morning.

Chairman of Manda-
lay Division Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Central
CommandMaj-GenKhin
Zaw attended the meet-
ing. Minister for Science
and Technology U Thaung
delivered an opening
speech.

Also present at the
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meeting were Chairman
of Mandalay City Devel-
opment Committee
Mayor Brig-Gen Phone
Zaw Han, ministers,
deputy ministers, ambas-
sadors and high-ranking
officials from ASEAN
countries, representa-
tives from ASEAN Sec-
retariat, departmental
heads, rectorsfrom Tech-
nological Universities
and guests.

The commander and
the attendees posed for a
documentary photo.

Later, the 12th

ASEAN Ministerial Mest-
ing on Science and Tech-
nology continuedat 10.30
am at Amarapura Hall of
the Hotel.

In the evening, Min-
ister U Thaung hosted a
dinner in honour of
ASEAN ministers at the
hotel.

Theb54thASEAN Sci-
ence and Technology
Ministerial committee
Meeting and subcommit-
tee meetings were held at
thesamevenuefrom11to
15 November.

MNA

companies — are visiting
the emporium.

From 9 am to 5 pm
today, the merchants ex-
amined pearl lots and
gem lots displayed at the
gem mart and jade lots at
the Myanmar Convention
Centre on Mindhamma
Road in Mayangon
Township. More local
and foreign merchants
are expected to arrive
here.

From this morning to
evening, 207 pearl lots
were sold through tender
and competitive bidding
system.

On 18 November,
231 gem lots will be on
sale through tender and
competitive bidding sys-
tem at the gem mart.

From 9 am to 5 pm
on 17 November, jade
lots will be sold through
tender, and the remaining
jade lots will be sold
through tender and com-
petitive bidding system
till 26 November.

Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee for Or-
ganizing the Emporium
Managing Director of

7/29/18, 03:49 PM

Gem merchants examine gem lots at
Mid-year Myanma Gems Emporium.

MNA

Myanma Gems Enter- | mart and fulflled the re-
prise U Thein Swe and | quirements of the mer-
CEC membersvisited the | chants—MNA
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Report says growing class

gap divides Black Americans

ATLANTA, 15 Nov—
Many Black Americans
say the gap between
middle- and working-
classBlackshasgrown so
wide that it is no longer
accurate to describe them
asasinglerace, according
to anew report.

Thefindings challenge
a long-held assumption
that the experience of
Blacks in the United
States, defined by davery
and segregation in the
South as well as the civil
rights movement, forged
acoherent Black identity.

Thesurvey by the non-
partisan Pew Research
Centreshowed 61 per cent
of those polled said the
valuesof middleclassand

poor Blacks had become
more different while 31
per cent saidmoresimilar.
The study did not define
its terms to respondents.

A related question
askedwhether blacks* can
still be thought of as a
single race”. Fifty-three
per cent said yeswhile 37
per cent said no.

With both questions
small percentages de-
clined to respond, saying
they did not know or there
was no change.

“Diversity means that
it doesn’'t necessarily
make sense to think of
Blacks as a collectivity,”
said Scott K eeter, director
of survey research at Pew.

A separate survey on

Tuesday said Black
Americans are failing to
climb the social ladder
and, in an index of
economic insecurity,
foundthat 45 per centborn
intothemiddleclassesare
now poorer than their
parents—MNA/Reuters

"

Chinese Vice Premier
Zeng Peiyan on 14 Nov,
2007, called for more
progressin the
country’'sresearch and
development of jJumbo
aircraft.—XINHUA

Death

toll of

cyclonein
Bangladesh risesto
163

DHAkA, 16 Nov —
Unofficia death toll over
cyclone in Bangladesh
has risen to 163, private
television channel Ntv
reported on Friday.

But  official
television BTV Friday
put the death toll at 57
without giving details.

The government
related departments are
working round the clock
to collect the figure of
casualties.

Cyclone Sidr ripped
through the coastal zones
of Bangladesh, leaving a

trail of devastation
behind, southern
residents said early
Friday.

The storm caused by
cyclone downed thou-
sands of trees and
damaged many housesin
the coastal area.

The cyclone mea-
sured more powerful than
what happened in 1991
that killed 140,000 people,
atop wesather officia was
quoted by private news
agency BDnews24 as

saying.

MNA/Xinhua

Polish soldierscrgéd

Warsaw, 15 Nov—
Prosecutors said on
Wednesday they had
charged seven Polish
soldiersover the shooting
to death of six Afghan
civilians.

Prosecutor Karol
Frankowski said the
killings, whichtook place
in August, were not
accidental and did not
happenin responseto any
lifeendangering situation.

Previoudy authorities
had reported that the
civilians were killed in an
exchange of fire with
Taleban insurgents but the
prosecutor saidtheshooting
in an Afghan village was
not aresponsetoany attack.
“Therewasn'tany Situation
or anything which could
indicate a danger to their
livesortolivesof any other
soldiers,” Frankowski told
a news conference.

Afghan

“Womenandchildrenwere
also victims of this
shooting.”
Hesaid that six of these
soldiers could face from
12 years up to a life
sentenceinprisonandone

killings
of them up to 25 years.
“Polish soldiers have
violated the international
law protecting civilians,”
Frankowski told the news
conference. Herefused to
answer whether the

over

soldiers had committed
the crime deliberately but
said the soldiers did not
face any aggression from
citizens of the village.
No trial date has yet
been set.—MNA/Reuters

WASHINGTON, 16 Nov
— The US recorded a
hunger population of
nearly 36 million last
year, compared to 35.1
million in 2005, the
Agriculture Department
said on Wednesday.

The 35.5 million
people, or 12.1 per cent
of the total population,
saidthat they did not have
enough money or resou-
rces to get food for at

Report saysnearly 36 min
US people go hungry in 2006

least some period during
theyear, according to the
department’s annual
hunger survey.

Among the hunger
population, 11.1 million
said that they had “very
low food security”,
meaning they had a
substantial disruption in
the amount of food they
typically eat.

The survey also
showsthat singlemothers

and their children were
the most likely to suffer
from hunger.

Kate Houston,
deputy undersecretary
for food, nutrition and
consumer services said
it is “encouraging” that
the 2006 figure is not
much different from
2005, but “but we know
we have more work to
do”.

MNA/Xinhua

INTERNATIONAL NEWS
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Policemen in:spéct thesc
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eﬁe of a bomb attack in

Kirkuk, 250
north of Baghdad, on 15 Nov, 2007.—XINHUA

Suicide car bombing kills six,
wounds 22 in northern lrag

BacHDpAD, 16 Nov—A suicide car bomb struck a police convoy carrying a
senior police officer in Irag’s northern oil base of Kirkuk on Thursday, killing
six people and wounding 22 others, alocal police officer said.

“A suicide bomber rammed his explosive-laden car into the convoy of
Brigadier Khattab Omer while he heading to hiswork at about 7:30 am (0430
GMT) in thecity of Kirkuk,” the city police chief Brigadier Burhan Wasif told

Xinhua by telephone.

Omer was critically wounded and two of his bodyguards were killed by the

blast, Wasif said.

The dead included four civilians, and 21 others were wounded, including

policemen, he said.

Women and children were among the wounded people, he added.

7/29/18, 03:49 PM

MNA/Xinhua
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'USDA Patron Senior General Than Shwe ddlivers an address)
at fourth day session of Annual General Meeting

Nay Py Taw, 16 Nov — Patron of the Union
Solidarity and Devel opment Association Chairman of
the State Peaceand Devel opment Council Commander-
in-Chief of Defence Services Senior General Than
Shwedelivered an address at the fourth day session of
the USDA Annual General Meeting 2007 at the
convocation hall of University of Veterinary Science
on Yezin University Campus, here, this morning.

Also present ontheoccasionweremembersof
the Central Panel of Patrons of the USDA Vice-
Chairman of the State Peaceand Devel opment Council
Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services
Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye, SPDC member General Thura Shwe
Mann, Prime Minister General Thein Sein, Secretary-
1 Lt-Gen Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo, SPDC
members, the Commander-in-Chief (Navy), the
Commander-in-Chief (Air), the Commander of Nay
Pyi Taw Command, ministers, the Attorney-General,
the Auditor-General, the chairman of Civil Service
Selection and Training Board, USDA CEC members,
senior military officers, deputy ministers, directors-
general and managing directors of the SPDC Office,
the Government Office, the Pyithu Hluttaw Office,
departments and enterprises, chairmen and members

PO OO P ST T ettt .y
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USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo presents
gift to Ma Shwe Zin Chit of Dawbon BEHS
No 1.— MNA

of the Centra Committee and subcommittees for
organizing the conference, chairmen, vice-chairmen
and secretaries of Myanmar Women's Affairs
Federation, Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare
Association, Myanmar War Veterans Organization,
Myanmar Red Cross Society, Myanmar Women's
Sports Federation, Myanmar Women Entrepreneurs
Association, Myanmar Writers and Journalists
Association, Myanmar Thabin Asiayon, Myanmar
Music Asiayon, Myanmar Motion Picture Asiayon,
Myanmar Traditional Artists and Artisans Asiayon,
Myanmar National Committeefor Women’ sAffairs,
Union of Myanmar Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, Myanmar Construction
Entrepreneur Association and Myanmar Fishery
Federation, representatives of USDAs at different
levels, outstanding youths and guests.

Executive Daw Nan Hwam Nwam Kham of
Muse Township USDA of Shan State (North) acted as
MC together with Joint Secretary Daw May Cherry
Lwin of Zigon Township USDA of Bago Division
(West) as co-MC.

TheM C announced opening of theconference

17-11-07NL 4
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USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo presents
gift to Ma Nan Yuzana Hlaing of Hpa-an
University. — MNA

with the permission of the patron.

Patron of USDA Chairman of the State Peace
and Development Council Commander-in-Chief of
DefenceServicesSenior General Than Shwedelivered
an address.

- -4

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo presents
gift to Maung Zaw Win Htet of Pazundaung
BEHSNo 4. — mNA

(The speech of Senior General Than Shweis
reported separately.)
USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo
e

e

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo gives gift
to Ma Wutyi Nanda Maung of Pathein BEHS
No 6. — MNA

7/29/18, 03:49 PM

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo gives gift
to Ma Ei Kay Khaing Tun of Sangyoung
BEHSNO 2. — mNA

presented giftsto the 1st to 10th positioned students
in the science combination at the matricul ation exam
for 2007: MaKhin Myat Noe Tun of Dagon BEHS
No 1 who stood first in the entire nation and Y angon
Division; MaPhyu Phyu Khin of LathaBEHS No 2,
second inthe entire nation; MaWutyi NandaMaung
of Pathein BEHS No 6, third in the entire nation and
firstin Ayeyawady Division; Maung Maung Khaing
of Pyay BEHS No 1 fourth in the entire nation and
first in Bago Division (West); MaInzali Moe Moe
Kyaw of Kamayut Institute of Education Practising
High School, fourthin the entire nation; Maung Zaw
Win Htet of Pazundaung BEHS No 4, fifth in the
entire nation; Ma Yati Maung Maung Myint of
Bahan BEHSNo 2, sixthin the entire nation; Maung
Kyi HlaWin of Kamayut BEHSNo 2 and Maung Soe
Myat Hein of Dagon BEHS No 1, seventh in the
entirenation; Maung Myat Htet of Kamayut I nstitute
of Education Practising High School, eighth in the
entire nation; Ma Yin Nwe Aye of Mingaladon
BEHS No 2, ninth in the entire nation; Ma Theingi
Shwe Sin of Mandalay BEHS No 16, 10th in the
entire nation and first in Mandalay Division; Ma
Nilar Aye Tun of Kamayut Institute of Education
Practising High School, MaYi Mon Tun of Kamayut
BEHSNo2andMaPwint Yi Choof LathaBEHSNo
2, 10th in the entire nation.
(See page5)
"1L.8

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo hands
gift to Ma Myat Theingi Tun of Thandwe
BEHSNo 1. — mNA



USDA Patron Senior
General Than Shwe...

(from page 4)

The secretary-general also presented giftsto 1st
to 10th positioned studentsin the arts combination &t the
matriculation exam for 2007: Maung Kyaw Zin Win of
Myaungmya BEHS No 4 who stood first in the entire
nation and first in Ayeyawady Division; Maung Win
Myat Thu of Thaunggyi Village BEHS Mung of
Kyonpyaw Township, second in the entire nation; Khun
Aung Naing Oo of MyaungmyaBEHSNo4, third inthe
entire nation; MaMyat Theingi Tun of Thandwe BEHS
No 1, fourthintheentirenationandfirstin RakhineState;
MaWa Mon Soe of Kanma BEHS, fifth in the entire
nation andfirstin Magway Division; Maung Myint Win
Aung of Monywa, sixth in the entire nation and first in
Sagaing Division; MaNweni Htay of KyonmangeBEHS,
seventhintheentirenation; MaL eLeNaing of Thandwe,
eighth in the entire nation; Maung Htet Myat Ko Ko of
Ahtaung Village BEHS of Kyonpyaw Township, eighth
in the entire nation; Ma'Yu Yu Maw of Wazi BEHS of
Pakokku Township, ninthintheentirenationand Maung
PyaeSonaof Y enathaBEHS of KanmaTownship, 10thin
the entire nation.

He also awarded gifts to 1st positioned

.1 - -'

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo presents
gift to Maung Soe Min Win of I npawkhon
BEHS. — mNA

students in the optional science at the matriculation
exam for 2007. They were MaNaw May Thaw Htoo
Sheinof Loikaw BEHSNo 2, Maung Myint Paing Bo
of Hpa-an BEHS No 1, Maung Steven Bwe Kyin
Lyan of Fllam BEHS No 1, Maung Myint Myat Han
of MonywaBEHSNo 3, MaYinMin Thon of Myeik
BEHS No 1, Ma Thanda Aung of Bago BEHS No 2,
MaWai Mon Oo of Magway BEHS No 1, Ma Wint
Wah Thinof MawlamyineBEHSNo 3, MaThet Htar
Ein of Sittway BEHS No 2, Ma Swe Thet Hnin of
Lashio BEHS No 4 and Maung Aung Phyo Wai of
Kengtung BEHS No 2.

The secretary-general gave gifts to Maung
Thant of Nanmekhon BEHS of Kayah State, Maung
Saw Kalo Saw Do of Thandaunggyi BEHS, Maung
Myo Min Tun of Thayetchaung Township, MaZay
Mar Lin of Nyaungbintha BEHS of Bago Division
(East), Maung Khin Maung Htay of Ngaphulay
BEHS Branch of Thayawady Township, Maung
Myo Min Zaw of PhaungdawU Affiliated BEHS of
Aungmyethazan Township, Maung Nyi Nyi Aye of
Chaungzon Township, Ma Chan Nyein Thu of
Kyimyindine BEHS No 5, Maung Soe Min Win of
Inpawkhon BEHS of Nyaungshwe Township and
Ma Soe Thiri Nwe of Lashio Township who stood
first in the optional arts at the matriculation
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USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo awards
gift to Maung Myat Htet of Kamayut I nstitute
of Education Practising High School. — mnA

examination.
The secretary-general also presented gifts to

Maung Aung Kyaw Naing who secured one gold
medal intheU-14 Asian Y outh Tennis Championship,
Maung Kyaw Zin Thit who won onegold medal inthe
4th Asian Y outh Wushu Championship and Ma Thet
Thet Naing who bagged one gold medal in the 4th
» s .

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo gives gift
to Ma Soe Thiri Nwe of Lashio.
MNA

Asian Y outh Wushu Championship.

He also presented gifts to 2007 outstanding
Red Cross members Maung Aung Naing Tun of
Taunggyi Red Cross Brigade and Ma Su Wai Lwin of
EinmeTownship Red CrossBrigade, 2007 outstanding
Auxiliary FireBrigademembersCompany Commander

S . =
USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo awards
gift to Ma Pwint Yi Cho of Latha BEHS No 2.

MNA

7/29/18, 03:49 PM

USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo presents
gift to Ma Thet Htar Ein of Sittway
BEHSNoO 2. — mNA

Khin Maung Cho of Sagaing Division Auxiliary Fire
Brigade and Sergeant Khin ThandaThein of Thakayta
Township Auxiliary Fire Brigade.

He gave gifts to the students who won five
and above gold medals in the Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts Competitions. They were
MaSaw YuMaw of Dagon BEHSNo 1, MaSu Myat
Darli of Dagon BEHS No 1, Ma Yadana Lin of
Kyimyindine BEHS No 1, Maung Nan Lwin of
Seikkyi-khanaungto BEHS, Maung Kaung Myat Wai
of North OkkalapaBEHS No 1, Ma Shwe Sin Chit of
Dawbon BEHS No 1 and Ma Zarni Nan Lwin of
Thongwa BEHS No 1.

The secretary-general presented giftstofirst
prizewinnersinthevariouscontests. They wereMa
Y amin Sandi Seint of InseinBEHSNo 2inthebasic
level extempore talks contest, Ma May Myat Hmu
Aung of Bago BEHS No 1 in the basic level essay
contest, Ma Htut Myat Noe Aung, Ma Ei Wathan
Zaw, Ma Ei Kay Khaing Tun, Ma Aye Chan Moe
and MaWint WahWin Thaung of Sangyoung BEHS
No 2 in the basic education level round-table
discussion contest; Maung Aung Phone Myint of
University of Foreign Languages (Yangon) in the
higher level extempore talks contest, Maung Tun
Tun Oo of Mandalay University in the higher level
essay contest, Maung Saw Htoo Myat Tun Win,
Maung Saw Win Htet Win, MaNaw Wah Wah Shee,
Ma Nan Yuzana Hlaing and Ma Naw Lwin Lwin
Naing of Hpa-an University in the higher level
round-table discussion contest.

Later, Senior General Than Shwe and party
cordialy greeted the representatives of States and
Divisions.— MN

PRI L -
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USDA Secretary-General U Htay Oo prt
gift to Sgt Khin Thanda Thein of Thakayta
Township Auxiliary Fire Brigade. — mMNA
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— (frompage 1)

USDA Annual General Meeting Statement (1/2007)

(16 November 2007)

1.The Union Solidarity and Devel opment Association Annual General M eeting was successfully heldin Nay Pyi Taw from 12 to 16 November, 2007, in accordance
with its planned objectives.
2. (506) delegates from various States and Divisions representing the 24 million USDA members attended the meeting.
3. The meeting laid down future work plans of the Association in order to work together with the entire peoplein building a peaceful, modern and devel oped nation,
in accordance with the aspiration of the entire people.
4. Thetransition from an old system of abygone erato anew system in the modern eramust bein asmooth and evolutionary manner. The process of building anew
nation is a domestic matter which isto be implemented together only by the government, the people and the Tatmadaw, the true forces of the nation.
5. A new democratic nation can be built only if peace prevails. The unrests and violence which disrupt peace and stability can slow down the building of a new
democratic nation. The Association will protect the nation from any destructive act and biased interference and will cooperatein the constructive effortsin building
anew democratic nation.
6. The meeting on behalf of its 24 million members unanimously decided as follows.—

(a) To accept Our Three Main Causes as the national duty;

(b) To participate in drafting a new constitution in accordance with the basic principles and detailed basic principles laid down by the National Convention;

(c) To actively cooperate with the entire people for the success of the seven-step political process;

(d) To ward off patriotically any destructive act that will disturb the building of a new nation;

(e) To ward hand in hand with the people towards the smooth transition to a genuinely developed and disciplined new democratic nation.
(7) The Association strongly believes that the national goal of building a peaceful, modern and developed democratic nation will definitely be reached.

Union Solidarity and Development Association

(from page 16)

Shan State (North) Special Region (7) Palaung Nationalities Group

Letter No. PaLaNgaPha/ Phwint Phyo-1/ 2007
Date: 15 November 2007

Announcement

Shan State (North) Special Region (7) Palaung Nationalities Group returned to the legal fold on 2 May 1991 when it came to understand the government’s
benevolent attitude and support the government’ sconstructiveactivities. On 29 April 2005, we unconditionally exchanged armsfor peace. Now, political awareness
has been raised among Palaung nationalities, and we are strongly equipped with Union Spirit.

At theNationa Convention, representatives of national races constituted the largest number in hol ding discussionsin the del egate group of political parties, the
delegate group of representatives-elect, the delegate group of peasants, and the delegate group of workers. In like manner, the majority of the representatives are
national racesinthenational racesdel egategroup. Andwewerepart of the del egategroup of national races. Similarly, national raceswerethemajority inthedelegate
group of intellectualsand intelligentsiaand the del egate group of State service personnel. Inthe del egate group of other invited persons, the del egate group of peace
groups who have returned to the legal fold, and the group of experts, the largest number of representatives were national races.

Morethan 1000 representativesfrom 325 townshi psacrossthe nation represented the desire of national races, held discussionscomprehensively and cordially and made
decisons at the Nationa Convention. So, we believe that the National Convention isonly national forum where affairs of nationa racesjoined in the discussed.

We, members of Shan State (North) Special Region (7) Palaung Nationalities Group, support the State Peace and Devel opment Council’ s appointment of the
Commission for Drafting the State Constitution comprising national legal experts under Notification No 2/2007 dated 18 October 2007.

We consider holding talks between Minister for Relations U Aung Kyi and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi to be positive measure.

Thestatement rel eased in Singaporeon 8 November on behal f of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi by Mr Gambari featuressome pointsthat imply that they areresponsible
for thestancesandinterestsof political forcesand all ethnic groups. We hereby announcethat they did so without seeking the opinion of national racesand the people.

Thestrength of the said party’ srepresentatives-el ect isnow lessthan 100 dueto thefact that the party haslost public support, many of themembershaveresigned
from the party with no trust and respect between superiors and subordinates, and it got involved in many cases that were improper for apolitical party.

The statement is against our stance. So, the Palaung Nationalities Group hereby announces that we will never follow the instructions of any person or party. And
we will constantly take part under the leadership of the Tatmadaw in the drive for ensuring national development and transition to genuine and discipline-flourishing
democracy.

Shan State (North) Special Region (7)
Palaung Nationalities Group

Homein Region Development and Welfare Group
(Headquarters) Homein

Letter No. 15/Hta-hta (Ha-ma)/07
Date: 14 November 2007

Announcement

Homein Region Devel opment and Welfare Group made peacewith the government on 6-1-1996 and sincethen, it hasbeen performing regional devel opment
work. Weattended the National Convention and cordially discussed theaffairsof the national racesincluding that of oursand the drawing of an enduring constitution
for the emergence of a genuine, discipline-flourishing demacracy.

At the NC, we held discussions hilighting the national interest and national unity. Therefore, the fundamental principles and detailed basic principles the
NC delegateslaid down not only reflect thewishes of all the national people but also prove the national unity. The government formed the 54-member Commission
for Drafting State Constitution on 18-10-2007. So, the nation has been in a position to steadfastly continue implementing the seven-step Road Map.

Asthegood conditionslike national reconsolidation and democratic transition are prevailing in the nation, we believe that the meeting between U Aung Kyi,
appointed as Minister for Relations, and Daw Aung San Suu Kyi isavehicle for achieving national reconsolidation between the government and her only.

However, itisfound that the recent statement Mr Gambari issued on Daw Aung San Suu Kyi’ sbehalf carries some pointsimplying that she would represent
the national races. The statement isfound to beillegal asit has been issued according to aperson’ swish. So, we hereby categorically announcethat we do not accept
her offer.

Weal so announcethat we only support the emergence of aconstitution that will bewritten based on the fundamental principlesand detailed basic principles
adopted by the NC and that we will steadfastly continue participating in implementing the seven-step Road Map.

Homein Region Development and Welfare Group
(Seepage7)
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Senior General Than Shwe hosts dinner in honour
of representativesto USDA Annual General
M eeting, outstanding youths

(from page 16)

2007 intheentirenation, outstanding studentsof states
and divisions who stood first position at the matricu-
|ation examination 2007, studentswho won gold med-
as at sports, outstanding members of Red Cross and
Auxiliary Fire Brigade, prize winners at USDA Cen-
tral Level contests, studentswhowonfivegold medals
and above at Myanmar Traditional Cultural Perform-
ing Arts Competitions, chairmen of social and eco-
nomic associations and officials concerned, artistes
and vocalists.

Also present at the dinner were Members of
the Central Penal of Patrons of USDA Vice-Chairman
of the State Peace and Development Council Deputy
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Com-
mander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Maung
Aye, Member of the SPDC General ThuraShweMann
of the Ministry of Defence, Prime Minister General
TheinSein, Secretary-1Lt-GenThihaThuraTin Aung
Myint Oo, SPDC members, the Commander-in-Chief
(Navy), theCommander-in-Chief (Air), thecommander
of Nay Pyi Taw Command, ministers, the Attorney-

General, the Auditor-General, the chairman of the
Civil Service Selection and Training Board, the secre-
tary-general of USDA, joint secretary-general and
CEC members, members of the National Convention
Convening Commission deputy ministers, senior mili-
tary officers, director-generalsand managing directors
of the SPDC Office, the Government Office, depart-
ments and enterprises, chairmen of the central com-
mittee and subcommittee for organizing the USDA
Annua Conference 2007 and officials, secretaries of
state and division USDAS, regional coordinators of
USDA Headquarters, representatives of USDAS at
different levels, outstanding youths and students and
journalists.

Before and during the dinner, artistes enter-
tained variety songsto theaccompaniment of Myanma
Athan Modern Music Band.

MNA

(from page 6)

Phayagon Special Region Peace Group

Announcement
Date: 14th November 2007

The Phayagon Specia Region Peace Group has abandoned the armed struggle line of KNU and unconditionally exchanged arms for peace. Therefore, we
participated in the National Convention to secure rights of national raceslegally. The fundamental principles and detailed basic principleslaid down at the National
Convention have guaranteed to give national races the legislative power, executive power and judiciary power that were not enjoyed in the past. Laying down the
fundamental principles and detailed basic principles at the National Convention proved that the national reconsolidation had been realized.

National legal expertsareincluded inthe 54-member Commission for Drafting the State Constitution and it showsthat national races al so get an opportunity
to participate in writing the draft constitution. Asthethird step of the Seven-Step Road Map has been taken, we believe that efforts for implementing the other steps
will continue to be made.

However, whileimplementing the seven-step Road Map, Mr Gambari rel eased astatement of Daw Aung San SuuKyi on her behalf. Webelievethat according
to the statement, the point implying that she will represent the national racesisignoring the national races' desire that was expressed at the National Convention. In
the interests of the country, we do not need to favour the interests of a person or a party. We must consider the interests of over 50 million people.

Hence, we, the Phayagon Special Region Peace Group, announce that we do not accept the act that harms the basic principles approved unanimously by
delegates of eight delegate groups including national races and we will continue to fully cooperate with the government to implement the seven-step Road Map.

Phayagon Special Region Peace Group

Kayan New Land Party Peaceful Association

Announcement
Letter No 6494 Ka La Hta 03/165/2007
Date 14th November 2007

TheKayah State Special Region-3 made peacewiththegovernment on 26 July 1994 and hasundertaken regional devel opment tasks. Weattended the National
Convention and held discussions with other delegates to the National Convention for laying down the fundamental principles and detailed basic principles.

We have learnt that Mr Gambari released a statement of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on her behalf on 8 November in Singapore.

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi is said to be interested in the affairs of the national races. However, we upholding the interests of the Union have aready held
discussions and made decisions on wishes of the national races in the National Convention.

Out of the eight delegate groups, the number of the representatives of national races constituted the largest. So, the National Convention is aforum of all
national races. Therefore, we support the new constitution to be drafted by the Commission for Drafting State Constitution according to the fundamental principles
and detailed basic principles.

Kayan New Land Party Peaceful Association

Kayah State
Kayinni National Peace and Development Party (KNPDP)

Announcement
Letter No. Admin (3)/ Ka Pa Hsa (048)
Date: 14th November 2007
Kayinni National Peace and Development Party (KNPDP) made peace with the Government on 23-7-1999. Our party attended the National Convention
and participated in the discussions on affairs of national races together with other delegates.
The entire people support the fundamental principles and detailed basic principles that emerged through the discussions based on the their desires and
objective conditions.
We support theformation of the Commission for Drafting State Constitution comprising national legal expertsby the Government under the Announcement
No 2/2007 on 18-10-2007.
Whileimplementing the State’ s seven-step Road Map with added momentum, we are undertaking devel opment of the State and our region with our aims
and own stand. Hence, our party is not afollower of any party.
Therefore, we hereby announce that we cannot accept any offers that can harm the aready-adopted fundamental principles and detailed basic principles,
and we will steadfastly continue joining hands with the government in the realization of the seven-step Road Map.
Kayinni National Peace and Development Party (KNPDP)
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The Dagon Bridge,whc was but into commission on 27 October 2007.

Reformsrelating to various areas such...

(from page 1)

With regard to
the organization of the
Association, 15,327 vil-
lage and ward organiza-
tions, 320 township or-
ganizations, 66 district
organizations and 17
state and division organi-
zations have been
formed.

Twenty-nine
million young members
have aready taken train-
ing courses from village
to headquarters level.
During 2006-2007, alto-
gether 3.1 million youth
have been trained by the
Association. The Asso-
ciation has given training

Soon after were-
gained freedom from the
colonialists, there had
been conflicts and disu-
nity in the country be-
cause of ideological ex-
tremistsinstead of collec-
tive efforts for national
development. The divide
and rule policy of the
colonialists for over a
hundred years resulted in
disunity and mutual sus-
picion among our na-
tional brethren. The
armed insurgencies had
caused loss of life and
property of the people.
The economic and so-
cial standards of the
people deteriorated.

tating the deteriorating
general condition of the
country.

When we took
responsibilities of the
state there were full of
calamities in the country
such as lawless distur-
bances, transportation
disruptions and public
insecurity due to lawless
atrocities. We had to take
prioritized measures to
eliminate all these and to
bring about condition for
peaceful livelihood of the
people and smooth trans-
portation. At the same
time, we have undertaken
political, economic and
administrative reformsin

accordance with the will
of the people. The one-
party political system and
socialist economic sys-
tem were abolished, and
we have exerted relent-
less efforts to establish a
multi-party system with
market economic system
suitable for our country.

In general, the
government had to take
a wide-ranging, sophisti-
cated and difficult re-
sponsibility for the re-
quirements of the coun-
try and to take reform
measures for long-term
interest of the country.
Therefore, our Tatmadaw
Government cannot be
simply seen as caretaker
government to maintain

Tatmadaw Gover nment cannot besimply seen as|
caretaker government to maintain law and or der but
to be viewed in a comprehensive manner a transi-
tional government of historical necessity which is
\undertaking a state transformation.

to an average of 2 mil-
lion youth annually.

Our country has
a fine national tradition.
For thousands of years
our people have lived
with our own culture and
civilization as citizens of
a sovereign nation.

During  19th
Century, we had lost our
national sovereignty and
fell into servitude due to
colonialism. We were
able to stand as a sover-
eign state through the
true patriotic spirit and
the power of unity of all
the nationalities.

17-11-07NL 8

Until today, we can still
witness the malicious
attempts  of the
colonialists to divide
and control our country.

Our Tatmadaw
which has never betrayed
the national cause has al-
ways safeguarded the
country whenever any
danger affecting the in-
terest of the people and
the state arises.

Today’s Tatma-
daw Government came
into being in September
1988 as the government
of historical necessity
with a view to rehabili-
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law and order but to be
viewed in a comprehen-
Sive manner atransitional
government of historical
necessity which is under-
taking a state transforma:
tion.

The road that we
have been treading since
1988 till today was not a
road of roses. It was a
rough road with internal
and foreign political
machinations, distur-
bances and obstacles that
we had to overcome. We
had to tread this path with
genuine patriotism and
with the spirit of sacri-
fice for the country and
the people.

The people un-
derstood that “peace and
tranquillity is needed in
the country, and every-
body needs to strive for
their food, clothing and
shelter in peace.” With
this understanding, the
people have participated
conscientioudly and will-
ingly in the efforts for the
stability of the state, com-

(AR A i g
g imi’i"*m:“{? % i‘%ﬁ'}n:"'i i)

munity peace and tran-
quillity and prevalence of
law and order. As al are
aware, the mutua trust,
understanding and coop-
eration among the state,
the people and the
Tatmadaw have resulted
in the prevalence of law
and order in all urban and
rural aress.

In the same way
we have emphasized na-
tiona unity and have re-
alized it practically. A
total of 17 armed groups
who have come to under-
stand and redlize the Gov-
ernment’s pure and ven-
erable goodwill have re-
turned to, one by one, the
lega fold, and are pres-
ently joining hands with
the Government for the
development of their
areas. National recon-
solidation has now
reached a breadth and
solidity that has never
been achieved before
under any previous age or
time.

(See page 9)

Farmers scatteri ng fertilizers On thr|V| ng Ipaddy fieldin Thammadaw Vi Ilage
Patheingyi Township.

7/29/18, 03:49 PM
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areas such...

(from page 8)

Nearly al the ar-
eas in which the national
racegroupsresidearenow
enjoyingthefavourablere-
sultsof peaceand stability.
These favourable results
were not achieved easily:
they cameabout only after
the overcoming of many
difficulties. We must also
continue to struggle for a
certain extent of time to
preservethisfor thefuture.
In doing so, it is essentia
for usto carry out the task
inthespiritof loyalty anda
sense of duty in the inter-
est of the union without
any self-interest.

As we have
achieved peace and stabil-
ity in the country and na-
tional reconsolidation, we
could also emphasize the
development of the State’ s
economy andsocial devel-
opment. Welaiddownspe-
cia development plansto
build the economic foun-
dations which were actu-
ally needed, the basic fun-
damentals for human re-
sources and long life and
health, and have consist-
ently realized them with
high aspirations. Every-
body knowsthat thesespe-
cia development plansare
those of the 24 specia de-
velopmentregions, thede-
velopment planfor thebor-
der areas, and therural ar-
eas development project.

The State
economy isstill basedupon
agriculture. The main oc-
cupation of themgjority of
the peoplewho livein ru-
ral areas is aso agricul-
ture. The Stateisassisting
and encouraging agricul-
tural productivity. The
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The three-storey main building of Lashio Technological University.
Reformsrelating to various

Tatmadaw Government
has built 204 dams, 305
river-pumping projects,
and 7,569 wellsand 1,023
tanks to fulfill one of the
basic requirementsfor ag-
riculture, irrigation. In
1988 irrigated area was
1.487 million acres but
now increased up to 4.9
millionacres. Thecultiva-
tion capacity in 1988 was
only 121 per cent, but now
itis161.8 per cent. Since
1988-89, when therewere
only 11.81 million acres
of paddy acreage and 630
million baskets, we laid
down as our first plan the
production of 800 million
baskets, asour second plan
the production of 1,000
million baskets, and the
production of 1500 mil-
lion baskets through step
by step plans, and we
would redlize our objec-
tives. Now weare produc-
ing more than twice as
much asin 1988. We have
laiddown plansto produce
2,000 million baskets and
areworkinghardtoachieve
this. If welook at the pro-
duction of beans and
pulses, from being able to
produceonly 370,000tons
fromanacreageof 1.8 mil-
lion, we now produce
4,500,000tonsfromasown
acreageof 9.89million.We
arenowthelargest exporter
of beans and pulses in
Southeast Asia. The acre-
ageof oil seedstoohasbeen
expanded from 5 million
to7.4million. Thishasbe-
come a crop with a good
potential for production. In
thenext 4 yearswewill be
able to grow enough for
sufficiency. We are now
ready toamply feedagrow-
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As for the higher education sector, the number of the ingtitutions
increased from 32to 156 and 53 collegeshavebeen upgraded touniver Sities.
Thenumber of university studentsrosefrom 130,000 in the past, to 520,000
at present, increasing 300,000. Since 1988 till date, 1,360,000 university
studentshavebeen graduated. Post graduate cour seswer eal so successfully
completed. With the spread of educational opportunitiesall over thenation,
literacy ratealso increased to 94.75 % from 79%.

ing population.

In the industrial
sector we have opened 18
industrid zonesandassisted
private industries to
progress. From 1988 when
therewere624 Government
factoriesand 35,000 privete
factories, we now have 791
Government factories and
101,000privatefactories.In
theindustrial sectorwehave
ayearly 25 per cent growth
rate and have achieved an
eghtfold growth in indus-
trial production.

Just asthenumber
of Agricultural Workers
has increased due to ad-
vancement inthe Agricul-
tural Sector, so too the
number of industrial work-
ershasincreased asindus-
try has progressed. From
10,400,000 agricultural
workers we now have
about 22,900,000. From
1,700,000 factory work-
ers we now have
about 5,000,000. From
3,800,000 service work-
ers we now have
7,600,000. If we look at
the overall picture from a
total of over 16 million
workerswehaveadvanced
to 35.5 million workers.
There are many opportu-
nities to work.

Just as the good
transportation network as-
siststhepeopleintheir so-
cial and economicendeav-
ours, it is aso the basic
infrastructure for interac-
tion and travel among the

national brethren which
creates national unity.
We have built a
network of National High-
way's connecting the Eadt,
West, North and South of
thecountry, connectingthe
various States and Divi-
sions, City roads, roads
connecting cities to vil-
lages, roads connecting
villagesto each other, and
development areas, in
every nook and corner of
the nation. In 1988 there
wereonly just over 21,000
miles of tarred, concrete,
paved, surface-hardened
and dirt roads, but now
thereareover 70,764 miles.
Weare upgrading
the existing rail tracks and
building new railway lines
to the states and divisions
which do not have rail ac-
cess. Wehaveal ready con-
structed the new railroad
across Pontaung-Ponnyar
mountain range from

uflmr..

wm,

Pakokku-Kyaw to
Gangaw-Kalay. At the
same time we have aso
extended the exigting rail-
road of Pathein-Hinthada-
Kyangin up to Pakokku in
connection to Mandalay.
The railroad up to Bhamo
from Mandalay-Katha is
also being constructed.
Moreover, ground survey
worksare being conducted
to extend therailroad from
Shwenyaung-Taunggyi-
Namhsan, passing over
Shan Plateau up to
Kengtung. Since 1988 we
have built 1,304 miles of
new rail tracksand 319rail-
way stations.
Withthenewroads
and rall tracks we had to
build bridges across creeks
and rivers. In 1988 there
were only 5 major bridges
over the main rivers of our
country, which were the
Ayeyawady, Sittoung,
Chindwinand Thanlwin, but

now we have built 17 new
major bridges. In addition
totheMinistry of Construc-
tion, another ministrieshave
built 235 bridges over 180
fegtinlengthandaso36rail
bridges.

In the Air Trans-
port sector we have a-
lowed private air compar
nies to operate. We have
builtthenecessary new air-
ports, and upgraded exist-
ingones. From 21 airfields
with runways over 5,000
feet we haveincreased the
number to 38, and up-
graded 28 ports.

In the Water
Transport sector too from
atotal of 13 berthssuitable
for international sea

freighters we have now

built 28 berths which can

handle container freight

and 3 berths for internal

container traffic or atotal

of 31 container berths.
(See page 10)

1200-HP diesel engine manufactured by .-nma Rai'lways
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Reformsrelating to various

areas such...

(from page 9)

Furthermore, the
communi cationssector has
also advanced alot. There
arenow 886 exchangecen-
tres and 930,000 fixed
phonecomparedto245and
67,000 in 1988. Not only
in major cities such as
Y angonand Mandal ay but
in 32 townsof some States
and Divisonsaswell over
510,000 mobilephonesare
currently being used. Ru-
ral areas are connected
through 232 microwave
stations having 110 links.
Taskscan benow fulfilled
in afast and reliable man-
ner since fax, e-mail and
internet are now being in
use.

In the electric
power sector, which is
vital for factories and
workshops as well as for
theraising of living stand-
ards of people ministries
have been established—
Ministry of No 1 Electric
Power for the construc-
tion and generation and
Ministry of No 2 Electric
Power for supply and dis-
tribution of electricity.

At present, 1616
megawaitts is produced
compared to only 568
megawattsin the past. On
completion, the 23 hy-
droel ectric power projects
which are currently under
construction, there will
haveanincreaseof 11,000
megawatts. Although hy-
droel ectric power projects
arelong-term, thegovern-
ment is striving hard to
fulfill the needs of the
popul acewithintheshort-
est period. To ensure a
smooth supply and distri-
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bution of electricity, ex-
tremely highvoltagetrans-
mission lines have been
erected or expanded.

Efforts have a'so
been made for the expan-
sionof oil and gasproduc-
tion. While offshore pro-
ductionisunder operation,
onshoreproductionisalso
undertakenwithtechnical
cooperation.

In the education
sector, 6,806 new basic
education schools have
beenopenedandthemem-
ber hasreached at 40,553.
As 6,261 post-primary
schools are opened, the
number of basic educa-
tion studentsincreased to
7,800,000from 5,200,000
having an increase of
2,600,000.

As for the higher
education sector, the
number of the institutions
increased from 32 to 156
and 53 colleges have been
upgraded to universities.
The number of university
studentsrosefrom 130,000
in the past, to 520,000 at
present, increasing
300,000. Since 1988 till
date, 1,360,000 university
students have been gradu-
ated. Post graduatecourses
were also successfully
completed. Withthespread
of educational opportuni-
tiesdl over thenation, lit-
eracy ratealsoincreasedto
94.75 % from 79%.

In the health sec-
tor, it revealed that 208
new hospitals were built,
reachingto 839. A total of
167 hospitals were up-
graded and expanded.
Needed modern health
care and medica equip-

ment were also provided
by the government.
Instituteof Medi-
cine, Institute of Dental
Medicine, Pharmaceutical
Institute, ParaMedics In-
stitute, Nursing Institute,
Basic Hedlth Ingtitute, 16
Traditional Medicine In-
stitutes were opened
graduating medicinal per-
sonnel. Life expectancy
rose due to development

of hedlth care.
Although the
border areaswherebreth-

ren of our national races
reside were unstable re-
gions, since 1988, efforts
to gain peace based on
national reconsolidation
succeeded. Thoseregions
that have lagged behind
in prevalence of peace
and tranquillity fostered
significant development
with regard to require-

ment such as road trans-
port, agriculture, live-
stock breeding, educa-
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tion, health, etc.

Central Commit-
tee for the Progress of
Border AreasandNational
Races was formed where
| myself chaired and im-
plementeditstasks. Physi-
cal development as well
as national solidarity are
nurtured owing to imple-
menting with goodwill.

The government
isplacing emphasisonthe
development of rural ar-
eas. Projects are being
implementedfor fulfilling
basic necessities such as
road transport, economy,
education, health and
clean water for drinking
andcultivation. Y ou have
also participated actively
inprojectsfor lighting ru-
ral areas, including 5 ba-
sic programmes for the
development of rural
areas which should be
further enhanced.

The government
has also given emphasis

7/29/18, 03:49 PM

to uplift the living stand-
ards, New satellite town
such as Shwepyitha,
Dagon Myaothit (North),
Dagon Myothit (South),
Shwepaukkan Myothit,
Shwenantha Myothit,
Waibagi Myothit , Dagon
Myothit (East), Hline-
thaya were established
adjacent to Yangon Mu-
nicipal Area. Settlements
have also been set-up for
sgquatters. Modern hous-
ing projectshavebeenim-
plemented for replacing
buildingswhicharenotin
conformity with city
standards. Roads, bridges,
schools, hospitals, gardens
and playgrounds, markets
aswell asreligious build-
ings were constructed in
accordance with city
standards. In'Y angonMu-
nicipal Area, permanent
dwellingshavebeen com-
pleted for atogether one
million people. Similarly,
above 300,000 people
have been allocated in
Mandalay. 210 townships
have been expanded in
various States and Divi-
sions and altogether
2,000,000 have been lo-
cated. Inour time, wehave
successfully made ar-
rangements for a popula-
tion of more than
3,300,000 to live in own
houses.

Reforms relating
to various areas such as
political, economicand so-
cial sectors haveto beun-
dertaken simultaneously
in building a modern, de-

veloped country. Indoing
so, government alone
couldnot takesolerespon-
sibility. Itisatruththat all
citizens should collec-
tively and equally partici-
pateingoodfaithandwith
understanding. Thus, |
wouldliketoreiteratethat
the Union Solidarity and
Development A ssociation
was established for acti-
vation for better under-
standing, wide and dy-
namic participation.
With the country’s his-
torical turnaround where
we were compelled to
takethe State’ sresponsi-
bilities with the support
of the various national
races, our strong beliefs
and convictions are re-
quired in order to have a
right track in implement-
ing our resolute objec-
tives.

We have set the
national goal to estab-
lish a peaceful, modern
developed discipline-
flourishing democratic
state. We have also laid
downthenational policy
of “Our Three Main
National Causes” in-
disputable by all nation-
als. We have also cho-
sen and laid down the
objectives in our march
for thesuccessful imple-
mentation of thenational
goals. The twelve na-
tional objectives arethe
practical plans for our
endeavours in nation
building process.

(See page 11)
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Panoramic view of progress

Reformsrelating to various

areassuch...
(from page 10)

The national ob-
jectives, national policy
and plans laid down are
based not only on our
country’ shistory but also
on our practical national-
istic ideologies. |deolo-
gies and practicality are
complementary to each
other. Impractical indoc-
trination and implemen-
tation would be meaning-
less and likewise imple-
mentationwithout ideol o-
gieswouldbelike “Build-
ing castlein the air”. We
will bemoresuccessful in
building a new State if
there were less indiffer-
encesand harmony inide-
ology and practicality,
policy and implementa-
tionandinleadership and
obedience.

You must bear in
mindthenational interests
with dedication and
steadfastness in your
efforts in organizing and

in carrying out regiona
developments. If our
beliefsand convictions of
the national interest are
jeopardized you must
defend with  self-
sacrificingvalor. Theself-
sacrificing valor is based
on patriotism. Wewill be
able to overcome any
obstacles or difficultiesif
we have a true belief in
patriotic and self-
sacrificingspirit. Theover
24 millionmembersof the
organization should not
only be quantitative but
alsoqualitativesincethey
aretobethemodel citizens
contributingtothewelfare
of the State.

Prevalence of
Peace and Stability of the
State, economic might of
the people and State and
Human Resources
Development areessential
requirements in building
a new State. While
understanding these
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of Pangsan (a) Pankham in Shan State.

o

A total of 17 armed groups who have cometo\
under stand and realize Gover nment’spureand ven-
erable goodwill have returned to, one by one, the
legal fold, and are presently joining hands with the
Government for the development of their areas. Na-
tional Reconsolidation has now reached a breadth
and solidity that has never been achieved before
under any previousage or time.

)

requirements, we have
declared a Seven-Step
Road Map towards a
democratic State. The
Seven-Step Road Map is
the only meansto smooth
transition towards a new
State.

Now, the con-
vening of the National
Convention which is the
firstandcrucia stepof the
Seven-Step Road Map
was successfully con-
vened on 3 September
2007. Theconventionwas
able to lay down the
fundamental principles
and detailed basic

principlesto be enshrined

in the new State
Constitution. National
Convention was

successfully convened
despite the difficulties
during itslong session. It
was anational success, as
over 1000 representatives
from eight strata held
plenary discussions in
adopting fundamental
principlesfor thefutureof
the State and its people.
This success paved the
way for astrongfootingin
our march towards a new
State.

We will notice

The State
The Tatmadaw

\

Is assisting and encouraging agricultural productivity.\
Government has built 204 dams, 305 river-pumping
projects, and 7569 wellsand 1023 tanksto fulfill one of thebasic require-
mentsfor agriculture, irrigation. In 1988irrigated areawas 1.487 million
acres but now increased up to 4.9 million acres.
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that there are differences
in history, tradition,
culture and geopolitical
background of each
country in building a
democratic State,
implementation should be
based ontherequirements
beneficial tothe Stateand
its people.  All of you
along with the people of
various states and
divisions have held mass
rallies unanimously in
support of the National
Convention and the
upcoming new State
Constitution. It is also
learnt that the citizens of
all walks of life from
wards and quarters have
held mass rallies

denouncing destructive
acts that hampers the
peace and stability and
development of the State.

) Now, we have started to

implement the third step
of the Seven-Step Road
Map towards democracy.

The  Annual
Meeting of the Union
Solidarity and
Development A ssociation
provides the opportunity
to exchange experiences,
hold discussions, and
adopt plans and activities
for the upcoming year
whichnot only bring about
the progress of the
associationbutalsoforthe
development of the State
and its people.

Therefore, we
strongly urgeall of youto
try your best for the
successful implemen-
tation of the future plans
and activities adopted by
the Annual Meeting.

We also urge to
safeguardand promotethe
peace and stability and
development infrastruc-
ture of the Statewhich the
State and the people are
currently enjoying.

| would like to
urge al of you that with
genuine patriotism and
self-sacrificing valor, we
will be ableto overcome
the difficulties and
obstacles in  our
endeavoursincarryingout
the State and National
interest.

| urge al of you
to join hands with the
peoplein carrying out the
Seven-Step Road Map in
building anew State.

In conclusion, |
would further liketourge
to join hands with the
national people in
implementation of the
smooth transition of a
peaceful, modern,
developed, disciplined
flourishing democratic
state aspired by the
people. —MNA
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[ Chinese Special Envoy meets SPDC’s Spokes Authoritative Team J

State Peace and Development Council’ s Spokes Authoritative Team holds a meeting with Vice Minister of Foreign
Affairs Mr Wang Yi, Special Envoy of PRC Government. — MNA

Nay Pyi Taw, 16
Nov— TheSpecial Envoy
of the Government of the
People’s Republic of
China, Vice Minister of
Foreign AffairsMr Wang

Yi visited Myanmar from
14 to 16 November.
Hehad ameeting
with the State Peace and
Development Council’s
Spokes Authoritative

Team, comprising of
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan,
Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Nyan Win and
Minister for Labour U

Contestsfor thedisabled on 26-30 Nov

Y aANGoN, 16 Nov—AS
a gesture of hailing
International Day for the
Disabled, whichfallson 3
December, contestsfor the
disabled will be held here
from 26 to 30 November.

Wickerwork contest
for the blind will be
conducted at Khawechan
School for the Blind, in
Mayangon Township,

singing contest for the
blind at Kyemyindine
School for theBlindat No
132, Panpin Kyee Street
in Kyemyindine
Township, and taloring
contest for the physically
disabled and the deaf at
the School for the Adult
Disableof Social Welfare
Department at No 65 on
Kyaik Waing Pagoda

Road in Mayangon
Township.

Those wishing to
participate in the contests
may contact therespective
schools by 21 November.
Theprize-winnerswill be
awarded at the
International Business
Centre (IBC) on 3
December.

MNA

Aung Kyi.

At the meeting,
the two sides had a frank
and in-depth exchange of
viewsonissuesof common
interest. Both sides spoke
highly of the progress of
mutually  beneficial
cooperationinthepoalitical,
economic, cultural and
other areasinrecent years.
Both sides expressed their
willingness to make joint
effortsindevel oping Sino-

Myanmar traditional
“Pauk-Phaw” friendship,
deepening  mutually

beneficial cooperationand
advancing bilateral tiesfor
the benefit of the two
peoples.

The Myanmar
side said that it firmly
pursues the one China
policy; regards Taiwan as
an inseparable part of
China; and opposes all
separatist activities for
“Talwan Independence’.
TheMyanmar sidebriefed
the Special Envoy on
current politica situation
in  Myanmar, and
reaffirmed that they will,
according to the desire of
the Myanmar people as a
whole, take positive and
pragmatic measures to
acceleratethe” Seven-Step
Road Map”. At the same
time, they assured the
Chinese sidethat they will

continue to make every
effort for the maintenance
of stability, economic
development, flourishing
of democracy and the
improvement of the
peopl€ slivelihood.

The Chinese side
on its part, reaffirmed its
principled position on
Myanmar. Chinasupports
the efforts made by the
government and people of
Myanmar to achieve
political reconsolidation
andimprovetheir people's
livelihood, and hopes that
Myanmar will be able to
resolve the current issues
through coordinationsoas
to speed up the
democratization process.
He continued to say that
China, meanwhile, will
continue to support the
mediation efforts of the
United Nations Secretary-
General and his Special
Adviser Mr Gambari, and
hopesthat theinternational
community will provide
positive and constructive
assistance to Myanmar in
accordancewiththenorms
of international relations.
It is China' s sincere hope
that political stability,
economic development
and tranquillity would be
achieved in Myanmar, he
said. — MNA

State Dept official,

brother

linked to Blackwater

WasHINGTON, 15 Nov — The State Department’stop investigator recused
himself on Wednesday from probesinto the Blackwater security firm after
discovering—duringabreak in acongressional hearing that hisbrother was
connected with the company.

Howard Kron-
gard, whobeganahearing
of Representative Henry
Waxman's government
oversight committee by
denying the *“ugly
rumours’ that his brother
“Buzzy” was linked to
Blackwater, returned after
arecessto say he had just
contacted his brother and
learned he had attended a
Blackwater advisory
board meeting.

“1 had not been aware
of that. And | want to state
on the record right now
that | hereby recusemyself
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from any matters having
to do with Blackwater,”
Krongard, who acts as an
independent internal
investigator for the State
Department, told the
panel.

Waxman's committee
is examining allegations
by current and former
officials in Krongard's
office that he thwarted
probes into waste, fraud
and abuse in lIraq,
including alleged arms
smuggling by Blackwater,
which protects US
diplomats and other State

Department officials in
Irag.

In September, the
privatesecurity contractor
denied it wasinvolved in
illegally shipping auto-
matic weapons and
military goodstoIragafter
a report that federal
officials were investi-
gating.

Republicans belittled
Waxman's investigation,
saying the only thing he
might pin on Krongard
was an abrasive manage-
ment style.

MNA/Reuters

China opensfor proposal on
east China Sea issue

Belang, 15 Nov —
China said on Tuesday it
held an“ open attitude’ for
proposa that would help
resolvethe East ChinaSea
issue. Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesman Liu
Jianchao made the re-
marks at a regular Press
conference when ans-
wering a question con-
cerning the 11th con-
sultation between China
and Japan on oil and gas

exploration in the East
China Sea to be held in
Tokyo on Wednesday.
Hu Zhengyue,
director general of the
Department of Asian
Affairs of the Chinese
Foreign Ministry, and
Kenichiro Sasae, head of
the Japanese Foreign
Ministry’s Asian and
Oceanian Affairs Bureau,
will attendtheconsultation,
according to Liu.

Hesaid Chinaattached
great importance to the
consultation and would
continuetopushitforward
with a positive and
pragmatic attitude.

“We hope Japan will
make the same effort to
promote the consulta-
tion,” he said, adding that
only joint efforts from the
two countries could help
in reaching an agreement.

MNA/Xinhua

Ukraine deniesreceiving planes of CIA at itsair bases

Kiev, 16 Nov— The Ukrainian Defence Ministry rejected state-ments by some
western politicians that planes of the CIA landed at a Ukrainian air base on
Wednesday. “ Ukraine' sair bases have never received planes of the CIA,” Andriy
Lysenko, head of the Press service of the Defence Ministry, told reportersin Kiev.

“ Statements on the matter are absolutely ungrounded, incompetent and look
simply absurd,” he said. Reports surfaced in Western media on Wednesday that
Giovanni Claudio Fava, the Euro-pean M Pinvestigating the secret operationsof the
CIA in Europe, said that CIA aircraft landed at an air base in Ukraine.

7/29/18, 03:49 PM

MNA/Xinhua
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L arge number of children suffer
diabetesin EU nations

STRASBOURG, 16 Nov—
More than 31 million
European Union citizens
are affected per year by
diabetes, with 70,000
children suffering Type
diabetes, European Parlia-
ment President Hans-Gert
Poettering said on Wed-
nesday.

He said this in state-
ment in Strasbourg,
France after receiving
diabetes sufferers and
representatives of inter-
national bodies dedicated
to fighting diabetes.

“Today the European
Parliament is marking
World Diabetes Day by
drawing attention to the
particular challenge of
diabetes in children and
adolescentsin the EU.”

“Wewant to contribute
toraisingawarenessabout

this disease which affects
over 31 million EU citi-
zens per year.

Of particular concern
are the 70,000 children
under 14 who develop
Typel diabetesannualy,”
Poettering noted.

Todayisthefirst World
Diabetes Day, which was

officially recognized by
the United Nations,
according to a EP news
release.

Poettering welcomed
Diabetes Youth Repre-
sentatives from 16 EU
member states to the
European Parliament.

young people, expertsand
other stakeholders in
Strasbourg,” hesaidinthe
Statement.

He urged the EU to
“assist thosedealingwith
thisdiseasewhich affects
young peopleinall of our
member states’.

MNA/Xinhua

Cyprus, Turkmenistan
set up diplomaticties

Nicosia, 16 Nov — Cyprus announced on
Wednesday that it has set up diplomatic relationswith

Turkmenistan.

The two countries' permanent representatives to
the United Nations signed a document on Tuesday in
New Y ork for theestablishment of diplomaticrelations,
said an official statement released here.

Thetwo ambassadors expressed their satisfaction
withtheir countries’ decisiontoreinforcebilateral ties
and friendly relations with the forging of diplomatic

relations. — MNA/Xinhua

Armed men
abduct
lranian

engineer in

Afghanistan

KasuL, 15 Nov—
Unknown armed men
have abducted an Iranian
engineer in Afghanistan’s
western Herat Province,
local police said
Wednesday.

“Unidentified armed
men kidnapped an Iranian
railway engineer in
Ghorian District of Herat
Province on Tuesday
afternoon,” Noor Khan
Nikzad, spokesman of
police in Herat, told
Xinhua via phone.

The engineer was
workingwithlranrailway
network, said Nikzad, who
however didnotgivemore
details.

Teheran had been
planning to connect the
Islamic Republic of Iran
with Herat in west
Afghanistan.

No official from Iran
Embassy in Afghanistan
or from Afghan Interior
Ministry wasimmediately
available to make
comment.

MNA/Xinhua
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A strong earthquake measuring 7.7 Magnitude rocked northern Chile on
Wednesday but no casualties have been reported so far. — XiNHUA

Two new earthquakes
jolt Chile

SaNTIAGO, 16 Nov — Northern Chile was banged
on Thursday by two new earthquakes, the first a 6.2
Richter-Scale quake and the second a stronger 6.8
Richter-Scale quake, Chile's University Seismic
Institute reported on Thursday.

The aftershocks came one day after the country
was struck by a7.7 magnitude temblor that killed two
people and left thousands homel ess.

The Institute said that the first occurred at 12:03
local time (15:03 GMT) and the second 10 minutes

|ater.

On Thursday, President Michelle Bachelet’slife
was endangered while she was at the site of
Wednesday’s 7.7 Richter-Scale quake.

Thestrongreplicassurprised theChilean President
in northern Chilean city of Tocopilla on Thursday
when she was visiting the affected regions, Chile's
Emergency National Office (Onemi) reported on
Thursday, although it has not reported damages nor
victims for Thursday’ s two quakes. — MNA/Xinhua

Chinese official granted
L eader ship Award for
ener gy development

Rome, 15 Nov— A
senior official from
China’'s Ministry of
Science and Technology
onWednesday receivedan
Excellency in Leadership
Award for developing
hydrogen energy.

Xu Jing, deputy
director-general of the
Department of Develop-
ment and Planning from
the ministry, was pre-
sented with the award at
the World Energy Con-
gressin Rome.

Xuwasawardedfor his
vision and leadership in
facilitating the transition
to the hydrogen economy
in China and China’'s
involvement inthe global
hydrogen and fuel cell
community.

“Thisistherecognition
of China's achievements
and effortsin developing
hydrogenenergy and other
clean energy,” Xu told
Xinhua after the awards

ceremony.

According to Xu, the
Chinese Government has
invested around 880
million RMB (about 118
million US dollars) in
electric vehicles, half of
which is dedicated to the
devel opment of hydrogen
and fuel cell vehicles.

Together with Xu, Geir
H Haarde, PrimeMinister
of Iceland, received the
Lifetime Achievement
Award for developing

Two Koreasto start
cargo trains by year-end

SeouL, 16 Nov —
North and South Korea
agreed on Thursday to set
uptheirfirstregular freight
train service over the
heavily armed border in
more than half a century.

South Korea has been
pushingtorestorerail links
that had been cut by the
1950-1953KoreanWar so

it could shuttle items to
an industrial park it
operates just north of the
border where its com-
panies use cheap North
Korean labour and land
to make goods.

The agreement to run
regular freight trainslater
this year came at a
meeting of prime

ministers from the two
states, technicaly still at
war, beingheldin Seoul, a
South Korean Unification
Ministry spokesman said.
“We are currently
discussing the specific
timing,” KimNam-siktold
reporters without elabor-
ating on what “regular”
meant. — MNA/Reuters

hydrogen energy.
MNA/Xinhua
-
A tropical fish

meanders through the

sea waters of Kurumba

island in the Maldives,
on 12 Nov, 2007.

INTERNET

7/29/18, 03:49 PM
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Ronaldinho injury improves
but still a doubt for Brazil

TeresoproLIs, Brazil, 16 Nov— Ronaldinho's ankle
injury hasimproved but he remains doubtful for Bra-
zil's World Cup qualifier away to Peru on Sunday,
team doctor Jose Luis Runco said on Thursday.

The Barcelona playmaker briefly took part in a
practice game on Thursday but left the field early as
planned. "The injury hasimproved, it has progressed
but he till has some limitations," Runco told report-
ers."Hefelt acertainamount of insecurity and discom-
fort in the ankle and it is exactly this which we are
looking at." Runco said he continued to estimate
Ronaldinho's chances of playing in Sunday's gamein
Limaat around 70 per cent. — MNA/Reuters

TeREsoPOLIS, Brazil, 16
Nov — Dunga, who has
given Brazil a meaner
streak sincetaking over as
coach, said he simply had
the courage to make the
tough decisions that were
necessary.

Players like Ronaldo
and Adriano, criticizedfor
being lethargic and off the
pace, have been sidelined
by theformer captainwho
has imposed a strict code
of discipline.

Ronaldo hasnot played
at all under Dunga while
Adrianohasmadeonly one
appearance.

Zaragoza beaten by lowly Potenved

MapbriD, 16 Nov —
Primera Liga side Real
Zaragoza slumped to an
embarrassing 1-0 defeat
a Third Division Ponte-
vedra in the first leg of
their King's Cup tie on
Wednesday.

The 2006 findists, who
lifted the trophy in 2001
and 2004, were caught on
thebreak whentheSegunda
B side's Argentine
midfielder Victor scored 10
minutes from time in the
last 32 round game. Javier Camunasscored

Atthestart of thesea- | a late winner for
son, Zaragozaweretipped | RecreativoHuelvainal-
asasidetowatch butthey | 0 away victory at Second

have already been
dumped out of the UEFA
Cup and lie eighth in the
league after an inconsist-
entstarttotheir campaign.

The al-Primera Liga
clash between Valladolid
and Real Murciafinished
1-1 after Brazilian striker
Fernando Baiano's goal
just after the break was
cancelled out by
Valladolid midfielder Di-
ego Camacho five min-
utes later.

rain King'sCup
Division Xerez, and Sec-
ond Division leadersMa-
laga drew 0-0 at home to
Racing Santander.
MNA/Reuters

"I think my biggest vir-
tueduring thistimewas|
did what had to be done,
and which all Brazilians
said had to be done,”
Dunga told reporters on
Thursday ashecontinued
preparationsfor Sunday's
2010 World Cup quali-
fier in Peru.

"A lot of peopledidn't
have the courage to take
these decisions and I'm
heretotakethem, tothink
about the team.”

Dungatook over after
Brazil's lacklustre per-
formance at last year's
World Cup in Germany
where they lost 1-0 to
France in the quarter-fi-
nals.

Brazil have lost twice
in 21 matches under
Dungaand won the Copa
Americain Venezuelain

July despite the absence
of Ronaldinho and Kaka,
who asked to be rested.

They have also taken
four points from their
opening two matches in
World Cup qualifying.

"The players know
they're here to serve the
team with pride, passion
and happiness,” said
Dunga. "Everyonehashis
space, they all want to
play, but the decision is
the coach's.”

Brazil coach says| needed courage to make tough choices

Despite good results,
Dungahasbeen criticized
for Brazil's sometimes
pragmatic styleand hehas
aprickly relationshipwith
the media.

"My failing is | think
things have to be trans-
parentand | don'tlike per-
sonal advantages," hesaid.

"I'm very frank and
trangparent. If | was more
cynical, more politically
correct, perhaps it would
bebetter." —MNA/Reuters

games to spare.

Hargreavesruled out of England’s
friendly against Austria

Lonpbon, 16 Nov — Manchester United midfielder
Owen Hargreaves has been ruled out of England's
friendly against Austriaon Friday. Hargreavesisbeing
restedinthehopeherecoversfrom tendinitisintimefor
England's European Championship qudifier against
Croatiaon November 21. TheFootball Associationsaid
onWednesday that Hargreaveswill returnto Manches-
ter for trestment. Hargreavesplayedin United's2-Owin
over Blackburn in the Premier League on Sunday but
was substituted in the 76th minute. England will fail to
qualify for Euro 2008 if Russia defeats Isragl in a
qualifier and Croatia avoids a loss against Macedonia
on Saturday when England isidle. — MNA/Xinhua

trained for this."

Milan boss doubtsArsenal’s

Euro credentials

MiLan, 15 Nov — AC Milan boss Carlo Ancelotti
doubts Arsenal have the necessary experience to win
this season's Champions L eague.

The English Premier League side have made an
impressive start to Europe's top club competition,
qualifying for the knockout stage with two group

"Arsenal play well and they are getting excellent
results, but theChampionsL eagueisdecidedinspring,”
Ancelotti, wholed Milanto victory inthe competition
last season and in 2003, told La Gazzetta dello Sport
on Wednesday. Arsenal had lots of young, enthusias-
tic players but experience was crucial when the com-
petition headed into its latter stages, he added.

"It's necessary to know how to handle the pressure
and tension in the best way. | don't know if they are

Ancelotti said his team were the second strongest
in the Champions L eague behind Barcelona.

He added he had no problems with Ronaldo, who
has recovered from aleg injury that has kept him out
so far this season, despite some recent late shows at
training that earned the Brazilian forward afine.

"Otherwise, I'm happy with how Ronaldo has re-
gained fitness," he said. "He has suffered and worked
alot. It'sasign that he wantsto return to be important
for Milan quickly". — MNA/Reuters

Elvis helps Changchun seal
first Chinatitle

SHENzHEN, 15 Nov — Honduran Elvis Scott scored
twice as unfashionable Changchun became champi-
onsfor thefirst time by demolishing Shenzhen 4-1in
thefinal round of Chinese Super L eague(CSL) matches

on Wednesday.

China's Wang Dong and Brazilian forward Ronny
also netted in the first half to help the Northern club
clinch the title in only their second year in the top

flight.

Beijing Guoan needed to beat defending champi-
ons Shandong Luneng and hope Changchun slipped
up. A 1-0 win in the Chinese capital meant they
finished second, one point adrift.

"We've been longing for the title for along time,
we'resoexcited," said Changchunand Chinamidfielder
Du Junyu after celebrating with about 1,000 fanswho
had made the long trip down from Jilin Province.

MNA/Reuters
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Huang Hsiao Chien from Chinese Taipei com-

petesfor women'sNangun at the 9th WorldWushu

Championships in Beijing, capital of China,
on 15 Nov, 2007. —INTERNET

Report says Chelsea to bid

Argentinatell fansto lower expectationsfor Boliviatie

Buenos AIRes, 16 Nov — Ar-
gentina's players asked their fans
on Thursday to lower their expec-
tations for Saturday's World Cup
gualifier at hometo Bolivia.

Argentina are the only team to
have taken maximum points from
their two opening games in the
South American group while Bo-
livialetinfivegoalsintheirvisitto
Uruguay last month.

The Bolivians have one point,
have yet to score and have lost all
previousnine matchesaway to Ar-
gentina.
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Midfielder JuanRomanRiquelme
recalled that Argentina were criti-
cized for failing to add to two first-
half goalsintheir 2-Owinover Chile
last month.

"The supporters are like that in
Argentina...it'snever good enough,"
he told reporters.

"Against Chile, they saiditwould
be difficult, then they complained
that after going 2-0 ahead westopped
attacking.”

Forward CarlosTevez a soplayed
down thoughts of a big score.

"If we start thinking about scor-

ingalot of goa's, we'regoingdown

the wrong path," he said.
"Thefirstthingwehavetothink

about is playing agood game.”

Striker Hernan Crespo added:
"We can't think about scoring the
third goal before we've scored the
first."

Defender Nicolas Burdisso
warned against underestimatingthe
visitors. "We have to respect Bo-
livia, as with all other opponents.

"Bolivia have little to lose and
much to win."
MNA/Reuters

7/29/18, 03:49 PM

Ronaldinho with 60 million euros

MapriD, 16 Nov — Chelsea are ready to offer
Barcelona 60 million euros for their midfielder
Ronaldinho, Catalan sports daily Sport reported on
Thursday.

The newspaper said Chelsea owner Roman
Abramovich is "convinced that the signing of
Ronaldinho would be magnificent from all points of
view" and hasmadeit atop priority for the next season.

Chelsea chief executive Peter Kenyon has dis-
cussed the English side's interest in the player with
Barcelonaofficials on the sidelines of meetings of the
G14, whichrepresents 18 of Europe'stop clubs, it said.

Ronaldinhohascomeunder fireinthe Spanish Press
thisseason for some abject performances on the pitch
and unprofessional behaviour off it.—MNA/Xinhua
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China urgestalks, not sanctions, to deal with Iran

Belaing, 16 Nov — I ran hastheright to a peaceful nuclear energy programmeand isnot seeking atomic

weapons, Chinasaid on Thur sday, whileur gingtalkstoresolvethedisputeover Teheran’ snuclear intentions.

Chinese Foreign
Minister Yang Jiechi met
Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadingadin
Teheran earlier this week,
during which the two
countries vowed to boost
ties.

That pledge is likely
toirritate Western powers,
who are pressuring China
—aveto-wieldingmember
of theUN Security Council
— to agree to tougher

sanctionson oil-producing
Iran over its nuclear
ambitions.

“Yang said China
believes that Iran has the
right to peaceful use of
nuclear energy and
appreciated Iran’s
reiteration that it does not
have the intention to
devel opnuclear weapons,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesman Liu Jianchao
told a news conference.

Chinahasconsistently
said that sanctions are not
the way to resolve the
dispute, but has also called
on lIran to be more
compromising in
cooperating with Western
powers and the
International Atomic
Energy Agency.

On Thursday, Liu
repeated China scal tolran
tocooperatewiththel AEA
and to strengthen contact

Armoured piercing roadsde bomb
killsUS soldier in Baghdad

BacHDAD, 16 Nov — An American
soldier was killed and five other were
wounded when a sophisticated armoured
roadside bomb exploded in
Baghdad, the US military said on

piercing

Thursday.

The Multi National Division -
Baghdad soldiers were attacked by the
explosively formed penetrator, or EFP on
Wednesday in central Baghdad, the
military said in a statement.

War I1, isaspecia typeof shaped charge
designed to penetrate armour effectively.

USofficiasfrequently accused Iran
of providing Shiite militia in Iraq the
weapons, including the EFP, which was
denied by Iran.

Thelatest death bringsthe number of
US soldierswho have beenkilledinIrag
to about 3,865 since the outbresk of the
Irag war in 2003, according to media
count based on Pentagon figures.

with the European Union.

Washington, which
says Iran is seeking to

develop nuclear weapons,

has been pressing for
tougher sanctions, but Liu
comment
directly ontheUShandling

would not

of theissue.
“Countries must deal

withtheir differencesbased
on mutual respect and
equality and following the

principle of international
law,” he sad.

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbouring Areas
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During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers have been wide-
spread in Kachin, Chin States and upper Sagaing Division, fairly
widespread in Rakhine State and Taninthayi Division, scattered in
Shan State and lower Sagaing Division, isolated in Ayeyawady
Division with isolated heavyfal in Rakhine State and weather has
been partly cloudy in the remaining States and Divisions. Night
temperatureswere (4°C) to (5°C) below November averagetempera-
turesin upper Sagaing and Magway Divisions, (3°C) below Novem-
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- N\ 8:35 am Music Divisions, (5°C) above November averagetemperaturesin Shanand
11:50 am 4:15 pm ) : Mon States and about November average temepratures in the re-
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¢ p . 2007.
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Four political objectives Four economic objectives Four social objectives
*  Stability of theState, community peaceand tran- * Eﬁ/ﬁg@;ﬂ%gfﬁg&&;@ﬁt&g?& and all-round development of * hJapl)tlilcf):1 of the morale and morality of the entire
quillity, prevalence of law and order *  Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integrity and
* National reconsolidation _ o *  Development of the economy inviting participation in terms of preservation and safeguarding of cultural her
*  Emergenceof anew enduring StateConstitution technical know-how and investments from sour cesinside the coun- itage and natlon_al characte_r _ .
« Buildi f od developed nation i try and abroad * Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
uriding _0 anew modern ev.op_ nation in *  Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept in thehands * Uplift of health, fitness and education stand-
accord with the new State Constitution of the Stateand the national peoples ards of the entire nation

' Senior General Than Shwe hostsdinner in honour of |
representativesto USDA AGM, outstanding youths

NAY Pyi Taw, 16 Nov
— Patron of the Union
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Association Chair-
man of the State Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Sen-
ior Genera Than Shwe
hosted adinner in honour
of representativesof state/
division/district/township
USDASs and outstanding
youths who attended the
USDA Annua General
Meeting 2007 at
Bayintnaung Y eiktha,
here, this evening.

The Senior General ar-
rivedat thedinner at 6.50
pm and warmly greeted
by representativesof state/
division/district/township
USDAS, regional coordi-
nators of USDA Head-
guarters, outstanding stu-
dents who stood from 1st 'y i _
to 10th positions at the . il el

J

matricul ation examination Senior General Than Shwe greets outstandlng youthsto USDA Annual General Meetlng 2007 at the dinner
(See page 7) at Bayintnaung Yeiktha. — mMna

SSA Brigade-19, SSN SR-7 PNG, HRDWG, Phayagon SRPG,
KNL PPA and KNPDP issue announcements

NAY Pvi Taw, 16 Nov—Mr Gambari, thespecial adviser totheUnited Nations Among the announcements sent to the dailies, those of Shan State Army
Secretary-General, released astatement of Daw Aung San Suu Kyi on her behalf | Brigade(19), Shan State (North) Special Region (7) Palaung NationalitiesGroup,
in Singapore on 8 November. Homein Region Development and Welfare Group, Phayagon Special Region

Political parties and national race armed groups, which have returned to the | Peace Group, Kayan New Land Party Peaceful Association and Kayinni National
legal fold, are releasing announcements to express their disagreement and | pegce and Development Party are as follows.—

objection to the points stipulated in the statement.
Shan State Army Brigade (19)

Announcement
Letter No. 01/19 Htu/2007
Date: 15 November 2007
Brigade 19 of Shan State National Army realizing the goodwill of the Tatmadaw and supporting its endeavours returned to thelegal fold on 11-6-1995.
Hand in hand with the Tatmadaw, the Shan State Army has been able to carry out development tasks of its region with added momentum.
Theregional development brought about political awarenessamong national races. Hence, it has abandoned the armed struggle line and exchanged arms
for peace on 27-6-2005. Members of the Shan State Army attended the National Convention as delegates of the national race delegate group.
The Union of Myanmar ishometo over 100 national races. The Shan State Army firmly believethat every national race needsto put in thefore Our Three
Main National Causes—non-disintegration of the Union, non-disintegration of national solidarity and perpetuation of sovereignty—for perpetual existence of
the State.
The NLD meeting (12-11-2007) resolution quoted Daw Aung San Suu Kyi as saying that the desires of ethnic groups as NLD’ sresponsibilities. We are
against the resolution.
Therefore, we with Union Spirit hereby announce that we will actively participate in the drive for the realization of the seven-step Road Map under the
leadership of the Tatmadaw.
Shan State Army
(See page 6) -
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