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Senior General Than Shwe sends Workers Day message

Workersenjoying rightsto participate in deliberations
of National Convention as group of delegatesto hold
discussions, make decisions, give suggestions

Council Senior General Than Shwe:
Esteemed Workers,

On this Workers Day which fallson 1 May
2007, | through this message honour al Myanmar
national workers playing their own role with ener-
getic physical or intellectual ability for the national
devel opment and moderni zation, andwishyou health
and happiness and auspiciousness.

Today, theworld nations arein the process
of striving in their own way for their own develop-
ment. The Union of Myanmar too has been making
self-reliant efforts to become a peaceful, tranquil,
devel oped and modern Union through the political,
economic and social objectives under the correct
leadership of the State Peace and Development
Council.

Thanks to the correctness of the national
policy, the harmonious efforts of the government
and the people and the sector-wise endeavours of

X

Nay Pvi Taw, 1 May — Thefollowing isatranslation of the full text of the Workers Day message sent by Chairman of the State Peace and Devel opment

workers and farmers to increase productivity, the na-
tion has been clearly witnessing progress that is pre-
vailing together with peace and stability.

As the national development is gaining mo-
mentum, workers are actually enjoying the fruits of
progress which are the increasing number of job op-
portunities and the rise in the per capita income. In
addition, workers are enjoying other benefits which
arethe greater degree of rightsincluding occupational
safety and a pleasant working environment.

The government and the national entrepre-
neurs are extending modern industries and industrial
zonesin the nation. The government has been encour-
aging and assisting private sector to set up advanced
industries. Thus, workersare running modern produc-
tion equipment and electronic apparatus to manufac-
ture world-class finished goods. The government has
been inviting foreign investments and permitting the

establishment of modern industries. So, workers are
enjoying their deserving payments and rights de-
pending on their skill.

As the government and the entire people
including workers are harmoniously striving in am-
ity, the Union of Myanmar has entered a golden era
inwhich sheisenjoying greater peace and prosperity
and rapid development. At this glorious moment, |
would liketo urge the mass of workersto participate
in the nation-building undertakingsin harmony with
the entire people, while standing firmly asaconsoli-
dated and united national force.

Neo-colonialistsaredisguisingthemembers
of destructive groups under their control as workers
and forming organi zations which exist only in name
to interfere in the affairs of international organiza-
tions.

(See page 8)
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Daw Kyaing Kyaing attends consecration ceremony of Sitagu
International Missionary Betkman in Dagon Myothit (North)
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Y aNGon, 30 April — | Maha Thubawdhayon of | crated the Buddhaimage. | who consecrated the Bud- | held at 9 am. Council Commander-in-
A ceremony to consecrate | Sagaing Hill and members Donations of K 4.5 | dhaimage. A ceremonyto Present were Daw | Chief of DefenceServices

the Buddha image at the
Sitagu International Mis-
sionary Beikmanwasheld
at the Beikman on Pinlon
Road in Dagon Myothit
(North) Township early
this morning.

State Ovadacariya
Sasanabaing Waso Saya
daw, Chairmanof theState
Sangha Maha Nayaka
CommitteeMagway Saya
daw, Secretary Nyaungdon
Sayadaw, State Ovada-
cariya Sayadaws of
Nyaungdon Monastery of
Bahan, Kyakhatwaing
Monastery of Bago, Aung-
myebonsan Monastery of
Bahan, Myataung Monas-
tery of Mandaay, Shwe-
wawin Monastery, Mya-
theintan of Pazundaung,

of the Sangha led by nine

Abhidhagja Maha Rattha | nine Abhidhaja Maha
Guru Sayadaws conse- | Rattha Guru Sayadaws
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Daw Kyaing Kyaing, wife of Senior General Than Shwe, unveils the stone plaque of Sitagu I nternational Missionary
Beikman. — MNA

share merits for donation
of the Sitagu I nternational
Missionary Beikman was

millionwere presented for

iy

Senior General Than
Shwe, wives of members
(See page 9)
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Kyaing Kyaing, wife of
Chairman of the State
Peace and Development

HONOURING THE WORKERS DAY
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PERSPECTIVES
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Manufacture quality
Industrial products

At present, the government is making
all-out efforts for the development of the
industrial sector. In thisregard, the estab-
lishment of industrial zones, the extended
building of new factories and mills and the
introduction of import-substituteindustries
have been carried out.

Out of theindustrial zonesin different
regions, moder nfoundry plantswerebuiltin
Ayethayalndustrial Zonein Taunggyi, M an-
dalay Industrial Zone and Monywa Indus-
trial Zonewith the assistance of the gover n-
ment. The emer gence of such modern foun-
dry plants leads to the development of pri-
vateindustries.

Nowadays, the modern foundry plant
in Ayethaya Industrial Zone produces 112
quality parts. The industrial zone is also
producing various kinds of foodstuff, ferti-
lizer s, light vehicles, ten-ton and abovetrucks
and spar eparts, machinesfor makingbricks
and generators.

Private industrialistsin the respective
industrial zones should takeinto consider a-
tion the requirements of customers and
manufacture quality products for the lat-
ter’s satisfaction.

Now, alargenumber of factoriesand mills
capableof producing machinesaswell asfood-
suff and per sonal goodshaveemer gedinindus-
trial regions and industrial zones. And those
responsble areto grivefor producing quality
items and run those factories and mills at full
capacity. Only then will they beableto contrib-
utetodevelopment of thenational economy and

S

-

.

* Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy
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Commander inspects development
tasksin Pathein Digtrict

NAY Pvi Taw, 30 April — A ceremony tonurture
physic nut saplings was held at Thitseintgon village-
tractin Kyaunggon Townshipon 26 April, attended by
Chairman of Ayeyawady Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander of South-West Com-
mand Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung.

Representatives of social organizations and de-
partmental personnel planted the saplings.

Kyaunggon Township has nurtured 1261.67
acresof physic nut saplings against thetarget of 4,400
acres.

Thecommander attended the opening ceremony
of Kyaunggon Township Court. The court building is
72 feet long and 35 feet wide.

At the inauguration ceremony of the Strand
Road, the commander heard a report on construction
of the road presented by Township Executive Officer
U Aung Kyaw Moe.

Next, they inspected progressin construction of
Traditional Medicine Clinic on Yadanabon Road in
Ward 2. Theclinicisbeing built with the contributions
of K 9 million by the State and the local people.

Afterwards, the commander viewed renovation
of the maternal and child care centre of Kangyidaunt
Townshipand decoration at thecaveof Lawkahmanku
Pagoda, and left necessary instructions. — MNA
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Shwedagon Pagoda being packed with
wor shippers on 30 April 2007. — NLM

Commander looksinto reclamation of Myek
Port Area, dredging in Thamok River

Nay Pyi Taw, 30 April — Chairman of
Taninthayi Division Peace and Devel opment Council
Commander of Coastal Region Command Brig-Gen
Khin Zaw Oo together with officials concerned went
on an inspection tour of Myeik Port Areaon 25 April.

Upon arrival, the commander inspected
progress in construction of the port area and land
reclamation for the new town in Myeik. On board

Y amanyadredger, thecommander inspected dredging
of Thamok River.

Kawin waterway was dredged from 15to 23
April.

Next, the commander viewed tarmacking of
Seikkan road being undertaken by PhoLaMinCo, and
fulfilled the requirements.

MNA

fulfil therequirementsof the people.
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U Khin Hlaing and Daw Khin Myint (MIC
Rubber Factory) and family of Thingangyun
Township donated cash to Hninzigon Home
For the Aged recently. Member of the Board of
Trustees of the Home U Chit Myaing accepts
K 100,800 donated by wellwishers. — H
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NL D central has no definite policy,
NL D leadersarein disunity, the
party failsto take part in regional
development undertakings

Four quit NLD in Sagaing Township

Y| Special Sales of
Ministry of
Industry-1 opens

Y anGoN, 30 April—
The  Ministry  of
Industry-1 launched its
Special Sales at highway
bus terminal in Taungup
on 28 April.

from the party on 15 March of own volition.

respective local administrative bodies.

Y anGon, 30 April — Four members of Sagaing Township NLD resigned

The four, U Phone Kyaw, U Hla Myint, U Thaung Htay and U Chan
Maung of Insavillage sent letters of resignation to NLD headquarters and the

Inthelettersthey sent to Sagaing Division Multiparty Democracy Genera

Col WinNaung of the
Ministry of Industry -1and
Chairman of Thandwe
Township Peace and De-
velopment Council U
Kyaw Hsan cut theribbon
to open the Special Sales.

Election Subcommission, the four said that the NLD central has no definite
policy, that NL D leadersareindisunity, that theparty failstotakepartinregional
development undertakings, that so selfish are the NLD leaders that their main
goal isto grab power, that they lack political skill, and that they in reality are
opportunists. Hence, the four said that they quit the party asthey have no more
\i nterest in its functions—MNA

5/1/07, 02:44 AM

J

Different kinds of
goods and materials are
available at reasonable
prices. The Special Sales
continue up to 7 May.

MNA



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

M Ps say halt of Saudi probe hurt
Britain’simage

L onpon, 30 April — Britain’ sdecision to drop acor ruption investigation
into a multi-billion pound defence deal with Saudi Arabia hasbeen ablow to
itsimage, a parliamentary committee said on Sunday.

British investigators
dropped the probe last
December after the
government warned it
could underminenational
security. The reversal
followed reports Saudi
Arabia had threatened to
cancel orders for 72
Eurofighter Typhoon jets

from BAE Systems
“The government’s
decisiontohattheinquiry
intotheal Yamamaharms
deal may have caused
severe damage to the
reputation of the United
Kingdom in the fight
against corruption,” the
House of Commons’

People enjoy the
sunshine near Eiffel
Tower in Paris,
France, on 28 April ,
2007. The highest
temperaturein
Francein last week
ranged between 25 to
28 degrees celsius, 10
degrees celsius higher
compared with the

last years. — XINHUA
(N J

ForeignAffairsCommittee
saidinitsannual report on
human rights.

Prime Minister Tony
Blair hasmadecombating
corruptionand promoting
goodgovernanceacentral
plank of his plan to
promote development in
Africaand hascomeunder
fire over the decision to
shelve the Saudi inves
tigation.

Arms sales to Saudi
Arabia represent the
biggest export deals in
British history and the
risk to the latest, worth
an estimated 10 bil-
lion pounds, threatened
thousands of jobs.

Britain’s Serious
Fraud Office spent two
years probing suspected
accounting irregularities
related to BAE in 2004,
beforeabruptly droppingit.

Thecommitteeasked
the government to ex-
plain what it had done
sincethedecisiontomain-
tain momentum on inter-
national anti-corrup-
tion measures.

MNA/Reuters
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Drummerswearlngtradltlonal Chinesecostumesbeat drumsin Xi’ an, capital of
north China’s Shanxi Province, on 26 April , 2007. Theancient city of Xi’an has
resumed a tradition of stroking bell in the morning and beating drum in the
eveningasatimereminder, which had disappearedfor over 100 years.— XINHUA

Four dead, several wounded in
Kansas City shootings

KANsAS City
(Missouri), 30 April —
Four peoplewereshot and
killed, including an
assailant, and at | east three
others were wounded on
Sunday in two incidents,
includingoneat acrowded
shopping mall in Kansas
City, police said.

Kansas City police
wereuncertainif thesame
man was involved at the
two locations and were

USAr my deathsin Iraqg at 3,346

WasHINGTON, 29 April—As of Sunday, 29 April , 2007, at least 3,346 members
of the US military have died since the beginning of the Irag war in March 2003,
according to an Associated Press count. The figure includes seven military
civilians. At least 2,720 died asaresult of hostileaction, according tothe military’s
numbers. The AP count is seven higher than the Defence Department’ stally, last
updated Friday at 10 am EDT.

The British military hasreported 146 deaths; Italy, 33; Ukraine, 18; Poland, 20;
Bulgaria, 13; Spain, 11; Denmark, six; El Salvador, five; Slovakia, four; Latvia,
three; Estonia, Netherlands, Thailand, twoeach; and Australia, Hungary, Kazakhstan,
Romania, one death each.—Internet

treating them as two
separate incidents.

One person was
killed in a house and two
others were killed at the
upscale Ward Parkway
mall south of downtown
Kansas City about 6 miles
(10 kilometres) away,
where police killed a
gunman, according to
Sergeant Tony Sandersof
the Kansas City police.

One of the wounded
was a police officer who
had responded to calls of
the first shooting. His
injuries were not life-
threatening, police said.

“It was just mass
chaos, asyou canimagine

onaSunday inacrowded
mall,” Sanders said.
Police said the mall
shooter used “along gun”
and would not clarify
whether it was an assault
rifle or shotgun.
MNA/Reuters

SypNey, 29 April—
TheadventurepilotMiles
Hilton-Barber has
become the first blind
man to fly from London
to Sydney inamicrolight
plane.

An elated Mr Hilton-
Barber touched down at
Bankstown airport in
south-west Sydney just
before 8:00am AEST.

Mr Hilton-Barber began
Eheflight on 7 March.

Miles Hilton-Barber has
becomethefirg blind man
to fly from London to
Sydney in a microlight
plane—INTERNET

Blind pilot landsin Sydney

He took off from the
Biggen Hill airfield,
relying on speech-
output technology to
access his flight ins-
truments and navigate
the microlight.

The 58-year-old was
accompanied by his co-
pilot, Storm Smith.

They flew over the
English Channel, across
France and Italy, over
the Mediterranean, and

Syrian air space, into
Jordan.

From there, they flew
over the United Arab
Emirates, the Arabian
Sea and East Timor
beforearrivinginDarwin
and finally, touching
down in Sydney.

Mr Hilton-Barber was
thefirst blind pilot to fly
the English Channel a
couple of years ago.

Internet )
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4 Director of thefilm A
“Livel,” Bill
Guttentag (L),
arrives with actress
Eva Mendez to
attend the premiere
of thefilm during
the Tribeca Film
Festival in New
York on 28 April ,
2007.
XINHUA
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“NY Times’ says US agency finds
lraqg projectsinoperative

New Y ork, 29 April—
Inspectors for a federal
oversight agency have
found that seven of eight
reconstruction projectsin
Iraqthat the United States
had declared successes
were no longer operating
asdesigned, TheNew York
Timesreported in Sunday
editions.

The causes are either
due to plumbing and
electrical failures, lack of
proper maintenance,
apparent looting or
expensive equipment
lying idle, the newspaper
said.

The findings marked

officially declared a
success, to be no longer
working properly as few
as six months after the
declaration, the Times
said.

At the airport, for
exampl e, inspectorsfound
that nearly 12 million US
dollars had been spent on
new generators, of which
8.6 million US dollars
worth were no longer
functioning.

In another case, a
sophisticated system for
distributing  oxygen
throughout an Erbil
Hospital was ignored by
medical staff members

who told inspectors that
they distrusted the new
equipment and were till
usingoxygentanks, which
were stored unsafely.

Officiasat the Office
of the Special Inspec-
tor General for Iraq
Reconstruction said the
sampled projects, which
cost about 150 millionUS
dollars, could not be
viewed as a statistical
measure of USrebuilding
in lrag, but did raise
seriousconcernsabout the
effort.

“These first inspec-
tions indicate that the
concerns that we and

othershave had about the
Iraqgis sustaining our
investments in these
projectsarevalid,” Stuart
Bowen Jr, who leads the
office of the special
inspector general, was
guoted as saying.

The findings will be
summarizedinaquarterly
report by Bowen' soffice
on Monday. Bowen also
toldthenewspaper hehad
ordered inspectors to
broaden their efforts to
return to re-examine
projects more than six
months after their
completion.

MNA/Reuters

SAMSUNG 716
KIGAGOBUOM
PCBO
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Samsung Electronics 16 gigabit (Gb) NAND flash
memory chips are seen in this picture released by
Samsung in Seoul on 29 April , 2007. Samsung
Electronics, the world' s top memory chip maker,
said on Sunday in a Pressrelease that it began
mass producing 16 gigabit (Gb) NAND flash, the
highest capacity memory chip currently. — XiNHUA

the first time inspectors
have found projects
ranging from a maternity
hospital to Iraqgi specia
forces barracks or an
airport power stationonce

I sraeli Bedouinstake
partin a camel race
during a festival
celebrating Bedouin
culturein the
southern Israeli town
of Arad on 28 April ,
2007.

XINHUA
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NATO soldier found dead in Afghanistan

KasuL, 29 April— A soldier of the NATO-led
International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) was
found dead in Afghanistan, an ISAF statement said

Saturday.

The soldier was found dead in his barracks room
around 4:00 pm (1130 GMT) on Friday.

“The name and nationality of the deceased are
being withheld pending notification of next-of-kin,” it

said.

The cause of death is under investigation by

authorities, it added.

Thebrief statement did not say which provincethe

soldier died in.

About 37,000 | SAF soldiersare being deployed in
this country to fight militants and facilitate
reconstruction. — MNA/Xinhua

Earth tremor hits

southeast England

FoLkestonse (England), 29 April — Anearthtremor
hit southeast England on Saturday, policesaid, bringing
down power linesand damaging somebuildingsinthe
Folkestone area of Kent.

Dr Roger Musson of the British Geol ogical Survey
said: “It is an earthquake of 4.1 in magnitude. It is
similar to onesin 1950 and 1776.

We're quite fortunate that it's as small asit is.”

TheUSGeological Survey, whichmeasuresseismic
activity, said the tremor had a magnitude of 4.7.

A Kent police spokeswoman said. “Electricity is
down in certain areas as are some telephone lines.”

Local residents called television stationsto report
feelingtheground shake, cracksinhomesand chimneys
brought down.

A spokesman for Eurotunnel, which runs cross-
channel rail servicesto France from its terminal near
Folkestone on the English coast, said everything was
running normally.

“Serviceshave not been affected,” hetold Reuters.
“We have felt the earth tremors but the system is
running as per normal.”

MNA/Reuters
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Suicide bomber kills 28 in Pakistan

PestawaRr (Pakistan),

Frontier Province. “We have got the
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Residents stand near the wreckage of a burnt vehicle at the site of a suicide
car bomb attack in a crowded commercial area in Karbala, some 100 km
south of Baghdad, on 28 April, 2007. — XINHUA
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29 April — A suicide
bomber on Saturday killed
at least 28 people and
wounded scoresof others,
including Pakistan In-
terior Minister Aftab
Ahmed Khan Sherpao
who said he had been the
target of the attack.

The blast occurred as
people gathered around
Sherpao at the end of a
public meeting in
- Charsadda, a town 20
kilometres (12 miles)
northeast of Peshawar, the
capital of North-West

5/1/07, 02:44 AM

“ltwasatargetkilling,
and| wasthetarget. [t was
a suicide attack. | have
suffered minor injuries,”
Sherpao told Pakistan
Television.

“It was not abig bang,
itwasathud but theimpact
wasmassive. Theattacker
was apparently walking
behind us,” he told
Reuters. Oneof Sherpao’s
aides and severa of his
security detail werekilled,
and police said they had
found the head and torso
of the bomber.

severed head of the
bomber, and it is
identifiable. Heappearsto
be between 30-35 years
old,” Asif Igbal Daudzai,
Information Minister for
the provincial govern-
ment, told Reuters.
Doctors in Charsadda
and Peshawar said scores
of people had been
wounded, and several
wereinacritical condition.
Hundreds of anxious and
grieving relatives thron-
ged the hospitals.
MNA/Reuters



ECONOMIC NEWS

Chinareportsjump Iin
diamond imports

SHANGHAI, 29 April —
China imported 77.91
million US dollars worth
of diamonds in the first
quarter of the year, arise
of 170 per cent over the
same period last year.

Shanghai Diamond
Exchangeimported about
76 million US dollars
worthof refineddiamonds
from January to March,
accounting for 97.6 per
cent of the total, for an
increase of 188 per cent
fromcomparablefigureof
a year ago, according to
statistics provided by the
Shanghai Joint Admini-

strative Office for Dia
mond Trading.

The country imported
diamonds equivalent to
34.9millionUS dallarsin
March alone, arise of 257
per cent from the same
month lastyear, according
to the administrative
office. The Shanghai
Diamond Exchangeisnow
the only channel by which
commonly-traded dia-

monds can legally flow in
and out of China.
On1July, 2006, China
scrapped value added tax
on imported uncut dia-
monds, and lowered the
tax rate on imported
refined diamonds from
17 per centto 4 per centin
a move designed to cut
“widespread smuggling”
of the precious stone.
MNA/Xinhua
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Visitors slide on the Mingsha Sand Dunes during a visit to Crescent Moon
Spring on the outskirts of Dunhuang, Gansu Province on 29 April , 2007.
According to local sources, the Mingsha Sand Dunes stretches more than 40
km (25 miles) long and 20 km (12.4 miles) wide, reaching heightsof 1,715 m

(5,630 ft).— INTERNET

Workers adjust
facilitiesinside a car
on Beijing'sNo 5
subway line
recently. Thelineruns
through the heart of
the city and isto start
carrying passengersin
September. — XINHUA
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kFIight shortage hampers Bangladesh

manpower export to Ma

DHakA, 29 April —
Shortage of flights are
greatly hampering man-
power export to Mdaysia
forcing thousands of job
seekers in Bangladesh to
wait for indefinite periods,
The Daily Sar reported
Saturday.

Around 14,000
workers in Bangladesh
have completed all
formalities for flying
to Malaysia but their
departureisbeingdelayed
for long just because the
flights cannot carry more
than 700 passengers to
Maaysia daily, an offi-
cial of the Bureau of
Manpower, Employment
and Training (BMET) of
Bangladeshwasquotedas
saying.

A total of 43,478
workers|left for Malaysia
from October last year to
April 24. And more than
60,000 have been grant-
ed calling visas, and
fingerprints of about
80,000 have been sent to

1-5-07NL 5

that country for visa
processing.

Presently Dhaka-
Kuala Lumpur flights
include once a day direct
flightof MalaysianAirline
with a carrying capacity
of 350 passengers, twicea
week flights of GMG
Airlines capable of
carrying 140 passengers
each and three flights of

Bangladesh Bimanaweek
withacapacity of carrying
300 passengers each.
There are also some
indirectflightstoMaaysia

aysia

but, in all, the airlines

cannot carry more than

700 passengers daily, the

BMET official said.
MNA/Xinhua

SKorea'ssted,
shipbuilding giantsto
buy each other’s shares

Seoul, 29 April—POSCO, theworld'sfourth-largest
steelmaker, and Hyundai Heavy Industries Co, the
world'slargest shipyard, will buy stakesin each other
to boost cooperation and strengthen defences against
hostile bids, the Korea Herald daily reported on
Saturday.

According to the paper, POSCO will spend 346.6
billionwon (373 million US dollars) to buy a1.9 per
cent stake in Hyundai Heavy held by Hyundai Mipo
Dockyard Co., while Hyundai Mipo will buy about
872,000 POSCO sharesin return.

POSCO chief executive officer Lee Ku-taek is
joining global rivalsin boosting defencesto safeguard
thecompany’ sindependenceasindustry consolidation
accelerates. The company said last month 41 per cent
of itssharesare owned by so-called friendly investors,
including Nippon Steel Corp.

Hyundai Heavy purchases 1.7 million tons of steel
from POSCO and other K orean steelmakerseach year.

MNA/Xinhua

Ethiopia, China sign telecom expansion agreement

Appis ABABA, 29 April

The state-owned
Ethiopian  Telecom-
munication Corporation

(ETC)andZTE,aChinese
telecom company, on
Saturday signed a 1.39
billionbirr (158 millionUS

Himalayan Persian cats are displayed during the I nternational Cat Show in

Tel Aviv on 28 April, 2007.— XINHUA

5/1/07, 02:44 AM

dallars) agreement onthree
telecomserviceexpansion
projects.
Theagreementincludes
the first phase of fiber
transmission back-bone,

|| expansionof mobilephone

service for the Ethiopian
millennium as well as
expansion of wireless
telephone service.

According to the
agreement, some 1.2
million mobile telephone
lines will be provided
to subscribers in Ethi-
opia's capital Addis
Ababa and eight other
towns in connection with
the upcoming Ethio-
pian millennium cele-
bration.—MNA/Xinhua

| ndonesia to import
1.5 min tons of L PG

JakarTA, 30 April — Indonesia's state-owned oil
and gas firm Pertamina will import some 1.5 million
tonsof liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) from Qatar and
theUnited Arab Emiratesin 2009, accordingtoalocal
media Saturday. Pertaminawas aso in talks with the
Australianunit of BPand aTha company to help meet
Indonesia's L PG requirements, which are expected to
amount to 3.9 million tons a year by 2010, English
daily The Jakarta Post said.— MNA/Xinhua
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the southern Indian state of Kerala, on 27 April, 2007. The festival is
celebrated with a colourful procession of decorated elephants and drum
concerts. — XINHUA

Nicaragua, L aosresume
diplomatic ties

MaNAGUA, 29 April

— Nicaragua and Laos have resumed diplomatic

relations, Nicaragua’'s Foreign Minister Samuel Santos said Friday.

A Laos delegation
headed by Foreign Min-
ister Thongloune Si-
soulith was visiting
Nicaraguaandwaswarm-
ly welcomed by Nica-
raguan President Daniel
Ortega.

Also on Friday the
two sides signed two
agreements, Santos said.

One of the accords
was aimed at boosting
exchanges between the
foreign ministries of the
two countries and mutual

supportfor each other, and
the other one was design-
ed to promote “work in
the south-south concept
and form abilateral com-
mission to negotiate the
accords necessary to
benefit both countries’,
Santos said.

Nicaragua and Laos
established diplomatic
relations in 1979. The
diplomatic ties were
broken in 1990 when
VioletaChamorrobecame
Nicaraguan President.

“In redlity these rela
tions have been broken
between the peoples of
NicaraguaandLaos. They
have passed through
difficult times.

They have been firm,”
Ortega said.

Ortega said both
Nicaragua and L aos have
worked hard to achieve
progress and enjoy real
economic and social
sovereignty by eradication
poverty.

MNA/Xinhua

14 Taleban militantskilled in E Afghanistan

KasuL,29 April —
Afghan and NATO
troops killed 14 Taleban
insurgents in Khost
Province of eastern Af-
ghanistan early Saturday
morning, provincial police
chief Mohammad Ayub
told Xinhua.

Afghan soldiers and
policemenexchangedfire

with militants, who were
attacking Alisher Didtrict,
Ayub said.

Warplanes of the
NATO-led International
Security Assistance
Force (ISAF) also
dropped bombs on the
enemies, he added.

Meanwhile, an ISAF
spokeswoman Angela

Conflictskill fivein
S Afghanistan

KaBuL, 29 April — Three militants and two
policemen werekilled in two separ ateincidents
in Afghanistan’s central Ghazni Province,
provincial police chief said Saturday.

Three Taleban insurgentswerekilled when they
engaged with police in Nawa District on Friday
night, Ali Shah Ahmadzai told Xinhua.

In another incident, which occurred in Aband
District on the same night, two policemen were
killed and three others went missing, he said.

Meanwhile, Taleban’ spurported spokesman Qari
Y usuf Ahmadi that Tal ebanfightersintheir attempt
tooverrun Aband District killed two policemenand
took away three others. — MNA/Xinhua

Billings confirmed with
Xinhua that |[|SAF
Air Force bombed the

Taleban positions in

Alisher and killed some
militants. She failed to
givetheexact number, but
said there were no |SAF
and civilian casualties.

Khost Province has
been a hotbed of Taleban
militants, who clash with
Afghanandforeigntroops
frequently.

Duetorising Taleban- i

linked insurgency, over
900 persons, mostly
Taebanrebels, havebeen
killed in Afghanistan this
year. — MNA/Xinhua

Na® &
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Performers at the Aliwan festival take part in a paradein Manila on 28 April,
2007. The event is a showcase of different festivals across the Philippine

archipelago. — XiNHUA

Army chopper crashesin central Philippines, eght dead

ManiLa, 29 April — Eight peoplewer ekilled and threewounded when amilitary helicopter on atraining flight
crashed into a crowded village outsde an airbase in the central Philippines, an Air Force spokesman said on

Saturday.

Lieutenant Colonel
Epifanio Panzo saidaUH-
1H helicopter was
returning to the base on

Mactan Idland in the cen-
tral Philippines when it
crashed, hitting a mo-
torbike and sidecar car-

Star Trek fans Joe
Latrell (L) and T’ Chris
Gardner (R) look at an )
outdoor exhibit at the
New Mexico Museum of
Space History before the ™
start of a memorial
service to commemorate
those whose ashes will be
launched into space on
board the Legacy Flight
in Alamogordo, New
Mexico, on 27 April,
2007. James Doohan’s
ashes, the actor who
played “ Scotty” on Star | d.-'
Trek, will be onboard the |
flight bound for space on
Sunday. — XINHUA t
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rying seven people who
were al killed.

“Seven people on the
ground and a crew
(member) of the chopper
werekilled,” Panzon told
reporters.

“The two pilots and a
second crew (member)
werewounded, but it took
hoursto get themout from
thewreckagebecausethey
were pinned down.”

The Philippine Air
Force has sent technica
experts to investigate the
cause of the crash by the
Vietnam War-era heli-
copter which occurred
around 5:55 p m (0955
GMT).

The Philippines has
about 60 UH-1H heli-
copters,including20units

with night-flying capa-
bility acquired from
Singapore under a
commercia deal in 2004.
In 2003, US President
GeorgeW Bush promised
to donate 20 of the
helicopters during avisit
toManila, butnotasingle
aircraft has been deli-
vered after relationswere
soured by the pullout of
Filipino troopsfrom Irag.
President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo has
alocated 10 billion pesos
(211 million US dollars)
toupgradethecapabilities
of local armed forces to
fight Communist rebels,
Muslim separatists and a
small al-Qaeda-linked
Islamic militant group.
MNA/Reuters



Merkd phonesPutin to discuss US missleplan

BerLIN, 30 April — German Chancellor Angela Merkd phoned Russian
President Vladimir Putinon Satur day todiscussthegr owingcontr over sy over the

USplantoinstall amissile shield in Eastern Europe.

According to gov-
ernment spokesman Ul-
rich Wilhelm, Merkel
welcomed Thursday’ stalks
between Russian Foreign
Minister Sergel Lavrovand
NATOforeignministersin
Odo.

They asotakedabout
Putin’ swarningthat Russia
woulddeclareasuspension
of itsobligationsunder the
1990 Conventional Forces
in Europe Treaty (CFE) if
theUnited Statesinsistson
ingtalling part of itsmissile
shield in Poland and the
Czech Republic.

TheCFEtreaty, signed
in 1990 between NATO

member countries and
those of the rival Warsaw
Pact, regulates the
deployment of conven-
tional weapons in and
around the European con-
tinent.

Germany, whichholds
the current presidency of
the European Union, has
urged that the issue be
discussed within the
framework of NATO.

Merkd dso phoned
Estonian Prime Minister
AndrusAnsip, urging both
Russia and Estonia to
practiserestraintondispute
over Estonia sremoval of a
Soviet war memoria in

Talinn.
The Estonian Gov-

ernment orderedtoremove '.

early Friday theWorldWar

Il memoria, the Bronze '

Soldier, from its location

in Tdlinn, capital of the | |

former Soviet state
following protests that |eft
one dead and dozens in-
jured.

Estonian nationalists
regard the monument as
a symbol of the Soviet
occupation of their
country, but others fed it
honours the Soviet troops
whogavetheirlivestofight
fascism.

MNA/Xinhua
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EthnicMiaogirlsin traditional Miao costumesgreet guestswith home-made
ricewine during the opening ceremony of Huashan Festival of Miao ethnic
group in the Xingwen county, southwest China’'s Sichuan Province, on 28
April, 2007. TheHuashan Festival isusually held during thetraditional New
Year period of Miao ethnic group, during which Miao peopleplay lusheng, a
kindof traditional Chinese reed-pipe wind instrument, and single young
peoplefind loversby singing love lyrics. —INTERNET

Singer Norah Jones pérforrﬁs at the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage

Festival in New Orleans, Louisiana on 28 April, 2007.—INTERNET

Fiveemployeesof Red Crescent
killed in Baghdad

BacHDAD, 30April—Fiveemployeesof Red Crescent wer ekilled on Satur day
mor ningin aneighbourhood in souther n Baghdad, awell-infor med policesour ce

said.

Theemployeesof Red
Crescent were travelling
ina car in Baiyaa neigh-
bourhood in southern
Baghdad while they were
attacked by unknown
gunmen in two cars, the
source told Xinhua on
condition of anonymity,
adding five employees
were killed and another
onewasinjured.

UN claimscycloneskilled
150 in M adagascar

ANTANANARIVO, 30 April — Six cyclonesthat have
battered northern M adagascar inrecent monthskilled
at least 150 peopleasriver levelsroseand swept away
villagesonthehugel ndian Oceanidand,aUN official
said on Saturday.

Cydonelndiaakilledscores, destroyed 13,000homes
and ruined 40,000 hectares of crops last month on
M adagascar, which wasaready strugglingtodeal witha
severe drought.

Fiveother cyclonessincemid-December havemade
it the country’ sworst storm season on record.

“1 remember one village where 23 people died,
including 17 fromthesamefamily,” UNICEF country
representative Bruno Maes told Reuters in an
interview.

Hesaid three-quartersof crops—including vanilla,
alucrative export — were destroyed in the areas hit, and
heexpected mal nutritionratestoriseamong some200,000
peoplestill affected. Recovery would takemonths, Maes
sad.

M adagascar saidlast monthit had received only one
millionUSdoallars of a242-million-US-dollar appeal to
cope with thisyear' s disasters.

MNA/Reuters
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Acapulco police chief killed
in Mexicodrug feuding

Mexico Citv, 30 April
— Gunmenshot andkilled
a local police chief on
Saturday in Acapulco, a
Mexican beach resort that
has been sucked into a
bloody turf war between
drug gangsin northern and
western Mexico, local
media reported.

Gunmenintwoorthree
vehicles shot up to nine
bullets into 45-year-old
Jorge Arturo Lopez, achief
detectivein Guerrero State,
ashewasgettingintohiscar
intheoldtownof Acapulco,
according to reportsin two
Mexican dailies.

Local police and
jutice officials would not
immediately confirm the
killing, but relatives of the
victim told Mexican radio

on Saturday that L opez had
received death threats.
MNA/Reuters

Also on Saturday, at
|east three residents were
killed and up to ten others
wounded when several
mortar roundslandedona
residential area in
southern Baghdad, an
Interior Ministry source
said.

“Several mortar
roundslanded ontheHay-
al-Risalah neighbour-
hood at around midday,
killing at least three
inhabitants and injuring
ten others, including
womenand children,” the
source said.

Moreover, the source

saidpolicepatrolscollected
seven unidentified bullet-
riddled bodies from
different parts of the capi-
ta on Saturday, some of
them were bound and
blindfolded showing signs
of torture.

Violence persigts in
Baghdad despite the
presence of tens of
thousands of US and Iraqi
soldiers across the capi-
tal in a major security
crackdown aimed at
curbing insurgency and
sectarian violence in the
war-torn country.

MNA/Xinhua

A general view of the dest

royed ancient ciadel

of Bam 1,250 km

(776 miles) southeast of Teheran on 29 April, 2007. Much of the city of
Bam was devastated by an earthquakein December 2003. — INTERNET

5/1/07, 02:44 AM
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(from page 1)

Those evil quarters are applying various
means to hinder the development pace of the Union
of Myanmar and undermine the national interest.
Their perpetrations are tarnishing the virtues of the
noble workers, triggering layoffs, destroying job
opportunitiesand causing social and economiclosses.

Moreover, they aretryingtodriveawedgeto
break up the unity of the entire people including
workersthrough slandersinaccordwiththeir scheme.

Myanmar workershavethefinetraditions of
consolidating the unity of the entire national racesto
regain independence while undergoing bitter experi-
ences—oppressions, labour exploitation, sowing of
discord and economic manipulation — during the
timewhen the Union of Myanmar wasunder colonial
occupation.

In accord with their fine historical traditions
-- the tradition of taking part in the anti-Fascists and
independence struggles and the tradition of reinforc-
ing and safeguarding the unity of the workers, peas-

\ants and the people—workersshould stand up to and

/Senior General Than Shwe sendsWorkers Day...

ward off alien schemestointerferein Myanmar affairs
and cause dissension.

| also urge workers to strengthen their anti-
colonialism spirit, unyielding spirit, national spiritand
Union Spirit that had been put to the test and honoured
throughout the successive eras of history for many
times and to stand firm as areinforced national force.
Esteemed workers,

At present, the State Peace and Development
Council isimplementingtheseven-step Road Mapthat
will lay adurable foundation for the firm existence of
workers rights and human rights, the emergence of a
fair and just Myanmar society based on the wordly
values — justice, freedom and equality— and to up-
hold the national policy — non-disintegration of the
Union; non-disintegration of national solidarity; and
perpetuation of sovereignty —till theend of theworld.

The convening of the National Convention—
thefirst and the most important step of the Road Map
has been in progress, and the workers have been
enjoyingtherighttoparticipateinit asadel egategroup
representing the mass of workersto hold discussions,

make decisions and give suggestions.

In this context, workers are required to take
part inthe national endeavour to smoothly implement
the seven-step Road Map in unity with other national
forces from the stage of the successful convening of
the National Convention to the emergence of a new
peaceful, modern and devel oped discipline-flourish-
ing democratic state — the national goal.

In this transitional period, | urge al blue
colour and white colour workersin all seriousnessto
take part in the vital sector together with the entire
national racesin striving

* for thedevel opment of theindustrial sector of
the nation and for further improvement of the
production and services enterprises for na-
tional economic growth;

* to ward off attempts of neo-colonialists and
their stoogesto drive awedge; and

* for the success of the seven-point Road Map

being implemented to build a modern and
developed discipline-flourishing democratic
state—MNA

)

Archway of Sitagu | nternational Missionary Betkmandaw opened J

Y aNGon, 30 April—The archway of Sitagu
International Missionary Beikmandaw was opened at
aceremony held at the Beikmandaw on Pinlon Road,
Dagon Myaothit (North) Township here this morning.

It was attended by Lt-Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defence, Chairman of Yangon Division
Peace and Development Council Commander of
Y angon Command Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win, Minister
for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen ThuraMyint Maung,
departmental officials, donors and guests.

First, Deputy Director U San Thin Hlaing of
Department for Promotion and Propagation of the
Sasana acted as master of ceremonies and explained
the emergence of the Beikmandaw. At the auspicious
time, Lt-Gen Myint Swe, Commander Maj-Gen Hla
Htay Winand Minister Brig-Gen ThuraMyint Maung
formally opened the archway.—MNA

Lt-Gen Myint Swe, Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win and
Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung formally open

Sitagu I nternational Missionary Beikmandaw.

MNA

Commander attendsdinner to mark
silver jubilee of All Myanmar Gurkha

Hindu Dhamma Feder ation

;.

Commander Maj-Gen Hla Htay
silver jubilee of All Myanmar Gurkha Hindu Dhamma Federation.

MNA

Y anGon, 30 April —
Chairman of Yangon Di-
. vision Peace and Devel-
opment Council Com-
' mander of Yangon Com-
mand Mgj-Gen Hla Htay
Win attended a dinner to
mark the silver jubilee of
All Myanmar Gurkha
Hindu Dhamma Federa-
tion at the Park Royal
Hotel on AlanpyaPagoda

Road in Dagon Township
yesterday evening.

First, Com-
mander M gj-GenHlaHtay
Win, Deputy Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-
Gen Thura Aung Ko and
officials of the federation
formally opened theanni-
versary. Next, the patron
of thefederati on presented
agift to the commander.

The chairman of
the federation also pre-
sented a gift to the deputy
minister. Thechairmanand
the deputy minister ex-
tended greetings.

Later, those
present were entertained
with varieties of cultura
dancesandthey wereserved
with dinner.

MNA

the

The best timeto plant a tree was 20 years ago.
Second best timeis now.
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Daw Kyaing Kyaing, wife of Senior General Than Shwe, shares
merits gained at donation of Sitagu I nternational Missionary

Daw Kyalng KyaJ ng attends Consecr atlon

(from page 1)
of the State Peaceand De-
velopment Council, Lt-
Gen Myint Swe of the
Ministry of Defence,

Chairman of Y angon Di-
vision Peace and Devel-
opment Council Com-
mander of Y angon Com-
mand Mgj-Gen Hla Htay

Win, Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen
ThuraMyint Maung, de-
partmental officials and
wellwishers.

Daw Kya ng Kya ng g,

formally unveiledthestone
plaque of the Sitagu I nter-
national Missionary
Belkman. AbhidhgjaMaha
Rattha Guru Abhidhaja
Agga Maha Saddha-
mmajotika Shwekyin
NikayaSasanabaing\Waso
Sayadaw and Chairman of
the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka  Committee
Magway Sayadaw tolled
the bell nine times.

Daw Kyaing Kyaing

~ rang the bell nine times

- and planted Dekkhina-

\ Daw Kyaing Kyaing, wife ‘ iofér%ﬂ Than She, donates
robes to a Sayadaw. — MNA

sakha Bo sapling.
The Waso Sayadaw

' andMagway Sayadaw for-

mally openedthestairways
of the Sitagu International

Building. — mNA

Mlssonary Beikman.

Next, Daw Kyaing
Kyaingandgueststook the
Nine Precepts from the
Waso Sayadaw.

Maha Dhammaka-
thika Bahujanahitadhara
Chancellor of Sitagu In-
ternational Buddhist Acad-
emy Agga Maha Pandita
Agga Maha Saddha-
mmajotikadhaja Bhad-
danta Nanissara suppli-
cated onthepurposeof the
construction of the Sitagu
International Missionary
Beikman.

Next, M agway
Sayadaw delivered
Ovadakatha. Daw Kyaing
Kyaing presented offerto-
ries to the Waso and

M égway Sayadaws

On behalf of the
wellwishers, Daw Kyaing
Kyaing presented K 4.5
million to 15 members of
the State Sangha Maha
Nayaka Sayadaw through
Minister Brig-Gen Thura
Myint Maung. Sitagu
Sayadaw delivered a ser-
mon, followed by sharing
of merits.

The women led by
Daw Kyaing Kyaing per-
formed rituals of golden
and silver showers. Onthe
eve of Fullmoon Day of
Kason nine Tipitaka title
reci pient Sayadawsrecited
Parittas. Disciplesal sopre-
sented K 2.7 milliontothe
Sayadaws.—MNA

[ Devotees pour water at Bo trees J

Y anGon, 30 April —
The devotees from reli-
gious associationspoured
water at theBo Treeinthe
compound of Lawka
Chantha Abhaya Labha
Muni Buddha Image in
Insein Township today.

Deputy Minister for

ReigiousAffairsBrig-Gen
Thura Aung Ko aso par-
ticipated in the 6th cer-
emony of watering the Bo
Tree to mark Buddha Day
organized by the Board of
Trustees of the Image.
Afterwards, Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Thura

AungKoand party wentto
Buddha' s Tooth Relic Pa-
godain Mayangon Town-
ship and watered the Bo
Treenear thepagodaalong
with membersof religious
association. Pilgrimstothe
pagoda aso watered the
Bo Treetoday — MNA

Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko and wife pour water
at Bo Tree on Mindhamma Hill.

1-5-07NL 9

MNA

~ Cash, provisionsfor nunnery
Y anGon, 30 April — Chairperson of | presented K 1.45 million
Yangon Division Mater- | the committee Daw Mar | to the nunnery to set up a

nal and Child Welfare Su-
pervisory Committee
sponsored a ceremony to
present provisions and
cash assistance to a nun-
nery in Bahan Township
yesterday.

oif-_::ri%we pc@%&s%g

5/1/07, 02:44 AM

Mar Wai presented the
provisionsand K 1.5 mil-
lion to Thakka
Neinmitayon Nunnery in
Bahan Township, Y angon
West District.
Wellwishersthen

trust fund to buy provi-
sions.

After the cer-
emony, DawMar Mar Wai
and party inspected health
care services for nuns at
the nunnery. — MNA

" Daw Mar Mar Wal donatescash to Thakka Nemmltayon Nunnery in
Bahan Township.
MNA
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Members of a religious association pour water at Bo Treein the
precinct of Kyaikwaing Pagoda. — mMNA

(from page 16)

First, the congregation led by members of the
board received Five Preceptsfrom a Sayadaw. Before
pouring water at theholy tree, Membersof the Sangha,
the congregation and members of the board walked
round the pagoda and recited religious versus.

At Shwe Phone Pwint Pagoda in Pazundaung
Township, aceremony to water Bo Treewasalso held
today. First, Members of the Sangha consecrated the
pagodaand Buddhal magesat the pagoda. Next, Mem-
bersof the Sanghaand worshipperspoured water tothe
holy tree in the compound of the pagoda.

Maha Dhamma Y anthi Pagoda Board of Trus-
teesal so organized aceremony towater theBo Treein
the compound of the pagoda. At the ceremony, Mem-
bers of the Sangha recited Parittas and shared merits
gained. M embers of the Sangha and congregatlon

Officials pour water at BoTree in he compou'nd of Moekaung Pagoda
in Yankin Township. — MNA

Religious associations,
WOr shipperspour water at Bo
treesto mark Buddha Day

walked round the holy tree and watered it.

Members of the Thiri Mingala Kaba Aye Pa-
goda Board of Trustees also poured water at Bo Tree
in the compound of the pagoda along with worship-
pers today.

Board of Trustees of Atula Dipiti Maha Muni
Thakyakohtupgyi Pagoda, Kyaikwaing Pagoda,
Ngahtupgyi Buddha Image, Chyaukhtupgyi Buddha
Image and Maglamu Buddhal mage al so poured water to
BoTressin thecompound of thepagodastoday. —MNA

Members of a religious assocratlon pour water at Bo Treeln the

precinct of Maha Wizaya Pagoda. — MNA

Wor shippers pour water at Bo Tree in compound of Shwephonepvw nt
Pagoda in Pazundaung Township. — MNA
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Staff of Minier of Religious Affairs pour water at Bo Tree on

Kaba Aye Hill.—mNA

Devotees pour water at Bo Treein compound of Botahtaung
Kyaikdayup Pagoda. — mMNA



Arab League blast USresolution on Sudan’s Darfur

Cairo, 30 April —TheArab League (AL) on Sunday criticized the USHouse of Representativesfor
itsresolution which asked the AL to declare a genocide in western Sudanese region of Darfur.

“What isweirdisthat
nointernational or regional
institution has referred to
human rightsviolationsin
Darfur asagenocide,” the
AL said in a statement
carried by Egypt’ sofficia
MENA news agency.

On Thursday, the US
House of Representatives
passed a hill, which caled
onmember statesof the AL

tohelpendwhatitcaled “a
genocidein Darfur.”

TheCairo-based Arab
League criticized the US
House of Representatives
for accusing the AL of
blocking the deployment
of UN forces in Darfur,
MENA quoted the AL
statement as saying.

The statement noted
that the AL considered the

under-discussion security
arrangements, includingthe
deployment of ahybridUN-
AU force, akey steponthe
road of implementing the
Darfur peace agreement
signed in May of 2006.
These arrangements
shouldrunintandemwith
effective political efforts
toaddresstheDarfurcrisis
and these kinds of efforts

~.

An anti-submarine missile blasts off from the Russian warship " Marshal
Shaposhnikov" during a Russian-Indian military drill in the Sea of Japan,
off the coast of Russia's far eastern city of Vladivostok, on 26 April , 2007.

Five Indian warships, two Russian submarine chasers and other smaller

Russian vessels took part in the" Indira 2007" exercise. — | NTERNET

German lawyer to file Rumsfeld
abuse suit in Spain

BerLin, 30 April — A German lawyer is planning to join forces with
Spanish counterparts to file a lawsuit in Spain against former US Defence

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld over thealleged abuse of detaineesat Abu Ghraib
and Guantanamo prisons, a German magazinereported on Saturday.

The move by Berlin
lawyer Wolfgang Kaleck
comes after German
prosecutorssaidon Friday
they had decided against
launchinganinvestigation
into Rumsfeld over the
abuse claims.

“There is no safe
haven for Rumsfeld,”
weekly magazine Der
Spiegel quoted Kaleck’'s
associate, Michael Ratner,
as saying.

“IftheGermansaren’t
bold enoughthenwe'll try
in Spain,” he added.

Kaleck could not be
reached for comment on
Saturday.

Civil rights groups
filed a suit with
Germany’'s  Federal
Prosecutors Office in
Karlsruhe in November
seeking war crimes
charges, arguing Germany

1-5-07NL 11

could prosecute foreign
violationsof international
law under its 2002 uni-
versal jurisdiction law.

The Centre for
Constitutional Rights
(CCR)sad11Iraqi citizens
held at Abu Ghraibin Irag
and one Saudi detainee at
the US Guantanamo Bay
base on Cubawerevictims
of beatings, deep and food
deprivation and sexual
abuse.

However, the
German prosecutors
office said it could not
open an investigation as
theindividualsinquestion
were not present in the
country.

In addition to
Rumsfeld, the suit named
13 other US officials,
including Attorney
General Alberto Gonza-
lez, former CIA director

George Tenet and high-
ranking military officers.
The 13 others will
also be named in the
Spanish suit, Der Spiegel
said.
MNA/Reuters
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have been exerted by the
AL member states in
coordination with the UN
and AU, the statement
said.

TheUN, the AU and
the Sudanese Government
agreed in November last
year on a three-phase
support plan, also known
as the Annan plan as it
was put forward by then
UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan.

File photo showing text messaging on a mobile
phone. Iran's Telecommunications Ministry will
dtart filtering " immoral" video and audio
messages sent via mobile phones, state television
reported on Saturday, 28 April , 2007. — INTERNET

With the first phase
of theplan, also known as
a light support package,
already underway, the
three parties reached an
agreement in principle in
AddisAbabaon9April to
inaugurate the second
phaseof aUN support plan
for the AU mission in
Darfur, known as “the
heavy support phase.”

The second phase
involves the deployment
of 3,000 UN troops and
six attack helicopters in
Darfur to support the
7,800-strong African
force, as well as
preparation for the next
phase, in which a much
larger UN forcewould be
sent to the region.

MNA/Xinhua

Studentsfall sick after
move into newly-furnished
classrooms

SHENYANG, 30 April Morethan 40 schoolchildrenin
northeast China’s Liaoning Province have falen sick a
week after they moved into newly-furnished classrooms,
familiesand doctors said on Sunday. At least 45 primary
and secondary school studentswere sent to ahospital in
the provincial capital Shenyang Saturday and Sunday
from Panjin, acity 100 kilometresto its south.

“The children all complained of nausea and
fragility inthelimbs,” said afather who only gave his
son’s name as Wang Zhenji. “More students are
probably arriving later during the day.”

The students are under observation at Shengjing
Hospital affiliatedtothe ChineseUniversity of Medical
Sciences. Hospital sources said they were receiving
further checkups to decide whether it was poisoning.

The children included primary and secondary
schoolersat Shalingzhen School in Panshan County in
Panjin. They all pointed afinger to the newly painted
classroom walls and new furniture, which “gave out a
sickening odor”.— MNA/Xinhua

Protest in Afghan east after
civillan deaths

KasuL, 30 April—
Thousands of Afghans,
some shouting "Death to
America’ and carrying
shrouded bodies,
protested in the east on

peoplewerekilled during
araid by US-led coalition
forces.

They felled trees to
block a road and vow-
ed not to bury the
bloodstained bodies until

Sunday after up to six

e
e
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A masked reveller dancesin t streeturi ng the openi

5/1/07, 02:44 AM

P “' ' T .
ng of the so-called 128th
annual 'Baumbluetenfest' (Blossom of a tree festival) in the eastern German
village of Werder, some 50 kilometres south of Berlin, on 28 April , 2007. Around
500,000 visitors are expected to visit the festival that runstill 6 May. —| NTERNET

those responsible were
punished and villagers
detained after theincident
were freed.

Nangahar Province
police spokesman Abdul
Ghafur said the six dead
were civilians, including
three women, but the US
military said four of those
Killed were Taleban
fightersand awoman and
a teenage girl died in
crossfire.

Neighbours in the
protest said five people
died, including two
women, withonly ayoung
girl surviving from the
family.

The Sunday morning
raid had targeted a car
bomb-making cell near
the provincial capital,
Jalalabad.

MNA/Reuters
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV KOTA TABAH VOY NO (145)

Consigneesof cargocarriedonMV KOTA TABAH
VOY NO (145) are hereby notified that the vessel will
be arriving on 1.5.2007 and cargo will be discharged
into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie a the
consignee’ srisk andexpensesand subject tothebyelaws
and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto 4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/SADVANCE CONTAINER
LINESPTELTD

Phone No: 256908/378316/376797
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Chavez says Venezuela plansto
set up air-defence system

Caracas, 29 April—Venezuelan President Hugo
Chavez said Friday that Venezuela was planning to
establish an air-defence system to protect it from
attacks.

In atelevised speech, theleader said Venezuelawas
going to have a powerful air-defence system, which
would protect the country from any externa threats
and aggression.

Dismissing suggestionsthat V enezuel awaspursuing
an arms buildup, Chavez said the move was only
aimed at modernizing thecountry’ smilitary sector and
it was a necessary investment.

Chavez, whohasoftentraded verbal attackswiththe
UScounterpart GeorgeW Bush, also unveiled plansto
invest over 561 million US dollars in arms factories,
trainingfacilitiesandfighter jet maintenancefacilities.

InFebruary, Chavez confirmed plansto buy Russian
air defence missiles as part of a weapons upgrade
programmeto guard strategic sitesin the country such
as oil refineries and hydroel ectric dams.

AccordingtoV enezuel anreports, Russiahassigned
military deals worth some three billion dollars with
Venezuela.

In 2006, V enezuelabought from Russia 24 Sukhor
30 fighter jets, 53 MI-24 military helicopters and
100,000 Kalashnikov assault rifles. — MNA/Xinhua

CHRONICLE OF NATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT

COMPARISON BETWEEN PERIOD
PRECEDING 1988 AND AFTER
(UP TO 31-12-2006)
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18 Chinese fishermen missing after being robbed at sea

Haikou, 29 April—
Chinese police are
searching for 18 missing
fishermen from China's
southernmost province of
Hainanafter learningtheir
fishing boat had been
robbed on Thursday in
South China Sea.

The captain of
Qionghai 08099calledhis
family on Thursday
morning, saying the boat

was robbed by an armed
gang after it had broken
down in waters near
Nanshan Islands, an
official withthe provincia
publicsecurity department
told Xinhua on Saturday.

The official, who
declinedto givehisname,
said the local marine
public security office had
dispatched a Coast Guard
vessel andmobilizedlocal

fishermen in search for
fishermen and their boat.

Captain Xu Demin
called his wife at 6:10
am on Thursday, saying
a group of men of un-
identified nationality were
robbing his boat and
asking hiswife to inform
the police, said Wang
Weihao, a police officer.

Twenty minutes later,
Xu phoned hiscousin, Xu

Defu, saying that the
robbers had left with his
catch of fish, but that
another unidentified
vessel was approaching
theQionghai 08099 and it
too might bethieves, said
Wang.

Xu’'s family has had
no further contact with
him sincethe second call,
said Wang.

MNA/Xinhua

Seven dead, one serioudly injured
In SW China bus accident

GuivaNnGg, 29 April—Seven people were dead and
another was seriously injured after aminibus collided
withatruck in southwest China sGuizhou Provinceon
Saturday morning, local police said.

The accident occurred at about 10:00 am in Duyun
City in the Buyi and Miao Autonomous Prefecture of
Qiannanwhenaminibuscarrying eight peoplecrashed
head-on into a heavily-laden truck licensed in
neighbouring Sichuan Province.

Thecoallisionkilled six peopleinthe minibuson the
spot and another died later in hospital. The injured
passenger in the minibus was in a critical condition,
said rescuers.

Police found that the truck, with acargo capacity of
4.95 tons, was carrying 16 tons of goods when the
accident took place. — MNA/Xinhua

20 injured in buscrash in
Hong Kong

Hong Kong, 29 April—A buscrashedintoawall in
Stanley in the south of Hong Kong Island on Saturday
afternoon, leaving more than 20 passengersinjured.

The accident, involving a New World First Bus,
happened at around 4 pm local time. The bus was
making aright turn into Chung Hom Kok Road when
it mounted the pavement and crashed into awall.

Severa of the injured in serious condition were
taken to the nearby Pamela Y oude Nethersole Eastern
Hospital whilesomeothersweretreated at the sceneby

paramedics.

Thepolicesaid thedriver passed abreathal yzer test.
The cause of theaccident wasstill under investigation.

MNA/Xinhua

IsLaMABAD, 29 April—
Pakistan’ sPrimeMinister
Shaukat Aziz said here
Friday that the country’s
population growth rate
declinedfrom 3.5 per cent
in the 1980s to 1.8 per
cent this year and the
government was com-
mitted to further reducing
itto 1.3 per cent per annum
by 2020.

Talking to United
Nations Population Fund
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The French
aid worker
identified
only as
Celinecries
as she speaks
to the media
in the
French
Embassy in
Kabul on 28
April , 2007.
The Taliban
freed the
French aid
worker on
Saturday .
XINHUA

PM says population growth
declinesto 1.8% in Pakistan

(UNFPA) Executive Di-
rector Dr ThorayaAhmed
Obaid, Aziz said that
unplanned growth of
population adversely
impacted development
targets and had several
negativeconsegquenceson
the economy, policy
making, human rights
situationandthelong-term
prosperity and progressof
the country.

In view of the
dynamicsof demographic
variables, he said, the
Pakistani Government is
keeping avigilant eye on
the trend of population
growth.

Aziz said that the
government wastrying to
attain a balance between
resources and population
and address various
dimensions of the
population issue within
laws and development
prioritieswhileremaining
within the social and
cultural norms.

MNA/Xinhua
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' Flying kite causes Philippine
military helicopter crash

J

ManiLA, 30 April — A
flying kite may have
caused the crash of a
Philippine military heli-
copter on Saturday that
killed nine people and
injured four others in the
central city of Lapu-Lapu,
a TV report said on
Sunday.

The Philippine Air
Forcehelicopter onitsway
back tobasefromatraining
mission encountered a
flyingkitebeforeitsengine
lost the power which led
tothecrash, theloca ABS-
CBN TV reported, quoting
initial findings of an in-
vestigating team from
Manilatotheaccidentsite.

The Huey helicopter
crashedonaroadinLapu-
Lapu City, Metro Cebu at
5:55 pm Saturday and
killed nine persons,
according to a report on
early Sunday by the
Philippine Air Force.

The crash reportedly
missed senatorial candi-
dates Panfilo Lacson and
Zosimo Paredes, who
werein avan that wasen
route to the house of the
acting mayor of Lapu-
Lapu City, when the
helicopter crashed 30
metres behind their
convoy.

Thehelicopter crashed
onto two tricycles on the

road, killing their seven
passengers.

Ontheother hand, two
of the Huey's crew
membersdied. Four of the
injured, includingtwo Air
Force personnel and two
civilians, were brought to
the hospital for treatment.

The incident was the
first fatal military aircraft
accident thisyear, said an
Air Force spokesman,
who added that all their
helicopters are “well
maintained” althoughthey
areold.

The Air Force has
ensured compensations
for the victims.

MNA/Xinhua

Monster hogtorevivein

hor

BeanG, 29 April —A
legendary monster hog
named “Hogzilla” will hit
the big screen as an
independent filmmaker is
producing ahorror movie
about it, USmedia
reported on Saturday.

Themovie, called” The
Legend of Hogzilla,” has
even enlisted the beast’s
killer,guideChrisGriffin,
on the set as an adviser.

“He’ sour hog expert,”
producer Rick Trimmsaid
of Griffin.

The super swine had
roamed south Georgia,
US, and was shot dead in
2004 at ahunting preserve.

Photos of the porker
hanging from a backhoe

Scientists develop new anti-cancer medicine

PrAGUE, 28 April —
Czech scientists have
developed a new
medicine against lymph
node cancer which has
had very good effects in
tests so far, the daily
Mlada fronta Dnes
reported on Saturday.

According to the
paper, malignant tumors
ontesteddogs' throatsand
stomachs disappeared
after six daysof treatment
by use of the medicine.

The new medicine is
unigue as it affects only
cancer-hit cells without
destroying healthy tissue,
the paper said.

Its application is thus
not as drastic as, for
example, chemotherapy,
whichdestroysthewhole
immunity system, it
added.

The US company
Gilead has started to test
the substance, devel oped
in Prague's Institute for
Organic Chemistry and
Biochemistry and de-

signedtotreat lymphnode
cancer on several
thousands of patients in
the US, the paper said.

The researchers are
now trying to detect
possiblesideeffectsof the
medicine that could be
put on sale in about six
years.

The new medicine is
effective in the case of
lymph node cancer that
makes up one-fourth of
all cancerous diseases. It
affects tumors in
abdomen, chest, thymus
and spleen, the paper
wrote.

Internet
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were sent around the
world, and the town of
Alapaha 180 miles (290
kilometres) south of
Atlanta quickly adopted
Hogzilla as its own, even
launching a parade in the
pig’s honour.

Thepig' sexistencewas
confirmed in 2005 by A
National Geographicteam
after exhumed the

ror movi
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Chris Griffin,
31, poses
beside the

half-ton wild

hog he shot
near Alpaha,
in 17 June,
2004 file
photo.

INTERNET

behemoth’s remains.
The team estimated it
weighed around 800
pounds(363kilogrammes)
and was probably about
8 (2.44 metre) feet long.
Local hunters said
earlierthepigwas12feet
(3.66 metre) long and
weighed 1,000 (454
kilogrammes) pounds.
Internet

Clash killsfour policemen,
six militantsin SAfghanistan

KasuL, 29 April — Four Afghan policemenand six
Taebanmilitantswerekilledinaclashinthesouthern
Uruzgan Province, provincia policechief Mohammad

Qasim said Friday.

Some Taleban rebelsraided apolice checkpointin
ChoraDistrict on Thursday night and the policefought
back, Qasimtold Xinhua, adding six enemiesand four

policemen were killed.

The government has said Afghan forces are
surrounding 200 militants including amajor Taleban
commander, Mullah Dadullah, in avillage of Chora
Digtrict. Due to rising Taleban-linked insurgency,
over 900 persons, mostly Taleban rebels, have been
killed in Afghanistan this year. — MNA/Xinhua

Lisa (L) and Jessica Origliasso of The Veronicas pose as they arrive for the

MTV Australia Video Music Awardsin Sydney on 29 April , 2007.
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California warns against eating poisoned seafood

Los ANGELEs, 30 April
— TheCaliforniaDepart-
ment of Health Services
onFriday issuedawarning
against eating some
seaf ood poi soned by nerve
toxin domoic acid. They
listed the seafood assport-
harvested  shellfish,
sardines anchovies and
sport-harvested or com-
mercially caught lobster
and crab from the
California coast.

Anunusually highlevel
of the nerve toxin domoic
acid found in naturally
occurring red tide was

5/1/07, 02:44 AM

identified asthecul pritthat
is killing sea birds and
marinemammalsalongthe
Cdliforniacoast, according
to health officials.

LisaBirkle, director of
theWetlandsand Wildlife
Care Centre, said samples
from among the 75 dead
birds collected since
Monday from Dana Point
to Seal Beach onthe coast
weresenttotheUniversity
of Southern California
(USC) for testing.

Astrid  Schnitzer,
research assistant pro-
fessor in the Department

of Biological Science at
Caron Labs at USC, said
the domoic acid level
“was so high,” that she
was able to see traces
“with the naked eye”.

Birkle said the toxin
in the ocean “is in such
concentrated form that it
isbringing these animals
down faster than | have
ever seen’.

The deaths of hund-
reds of marine mammals
andbirdsinthepast recent
weeks were linked with
the toxin off the Califor-
niacoast.— MNA/Xinhua
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Roy Keane

Lonpon, 30April—Roy
Keanefed sthehardwork
startsnow following Sun-
derland'spromotiontothe
Premiership.

Derby County's defest
at Crystal Palace on Sun-
day ensured The Black
Cats, and Birmingham
City, were promoted with
agameto spare.

Theachievementcomes
inKeane'sfirst seasonasa
manager and he is now
determined to make his
mark in the top flight.

"Going up meansthisis
where the rea hard work
will start,”" said Keane in
the Daily Mirror.

"But wedon't just want
to struggle dong.

"We want to make our
| mark. You only have to

K eane: Hard work startsnow!

look at what the likes of
Reading and Wigan have
done over the last few
yearsintheir first season."
Meanwhile, Jonny
Evans admits it is 'unbe-
lievable' how his loan
move to The Stadium of
Light hasworked out.
The defender, along
with Manchester United
team-mate Danny Sim-
pson, linked up with Sun-
derland in January and he
isdelightedto be part of a
promotion-winning side.
Evans told the club's
official website: "It'sbril-
liant. I'mstill shakingwith
the adrenalin. | watched
the second half of the
[Derby] gamein abar in
Durham and it was weird
when it got close to the
fina whistle.
"ComingtoSunderland
has been unbelievablefor
me, the way things have
turned out. "Me and
Danny Simpsonwerejust
talkingabout how brilliant
thefansarehere, they have
really appreciated us and
I'm so pleased for
them."—Internet

at Ronaldo |

Lonpon, 30 April —
Chelsea boss Jose
Mourinho has continued
his war of words with
CristianoRonaldoby say-
ing he is immature and
lacks respect.

The Portuguese tacti-
_ cian started the row by

— complaining that Man-
Cristiano Ronaldo  cyeqter Uniitedhadtherub
of the green when it came to penalty decisions.

Ronado, not one to take the criticism, replied in
kind by stating Mourinho 'does not know how to
admit hisown' failures. However, Mourinho has hit
back at the skilful winger and believes a lack of
education maybe behind his outspoken nature.

The Chel seamanager maintainsthough that he has
no quarrel with Sir Alex Ferguson, or Ronaldo.

"It's a game where a kid had some statements not
very...not showing maturity and respect, maybe dif-
ficult childhood, no education, maybe the conse-
guence of that," he said in the Daily Mail.

"Sir Alex felt hehad to protect thisboy. But normal
things...l have no problems with him (Ferguson). |
have no problem with the boy."— nternet

' Jose hits back

- R = &
Richard McCaw (R) of The Crusaders and George
Gregan (L) of The Brumbiestalk after their Super 14
rugbymatchin Canberraon 28 April,2007.—INTERNET

Bordeaux go second by
beating Lenswith 10 men

Paris, 30 April — Girondins Bordeaux extended
their strong Ligue 1 run by beating Racing Lens1-0on
Sunday to move into second place despite playing

most of the match with 10 men.

Roma tighten grip on second

Rowme, 30 April — ASRomaclosed in on Serie A's
second automatic Champions League qualifying place
after they drew 0-0 with city rivals Lazio on Sunday.

Theresult left Romaneeding three pointsfromtheir
remaining four matchesto besureof finishing runners-
up in the division behind champions Inter Milan, who
host Empoli in alater match (kickoff 1930 GMT).

Lazio arefourth on 58 points, one point behind AC
Milan, who beat Torino 1-0 on Saturday.

Elsewhere, Palermo's new coach Renzo Gobbi be-
gan histenurewith a2-1 win over Livorno, ending the
Sicilian side's run of 11 matches without a win and
liftingittofifth on52 points, while Parmabeat Cagliari
2-1to move three points clear of the relegation zone.

MNA/Reuters

| Rafa: Pressureon Blues |

Lonpon, 30 April—Liv-

Lateflurry givesArsenal
3-1 win over Fulham

Lonpon, 30 April— Arsenal scored twiceinthelast
six minutesto securea 3-1 home victory over Fulham
that left their London rivals deep in rel egation danger
on Sunday .

Saturday'sresultshad already guaranteed Arsenal a
top-four finish and a place in the Champions L eague
qualifiersbut they are now only apoint behind Liver-
pool in the battle for third — which brings only pride
and some extraincome.

Fulham remain fifth-bottom on 36 points, one point
above both Wigan Athletic and West Ham United.
Their last two games are at home to Liverpool and
away to Middlesbrough.

Arsenal produced a performance that encapsulated
their season - total domination marred by over-indul-
gent passing and achronic failureto turn chancesinto
goals.

Itlooked good after four minuteswhen Julio Baptista
headed home a cross by Emmanuel Adebayor but
though it remained one-way traffic they rarely threat-
ened a second.

Fulham had plenty of theball but did not managean
effort ongoal until 12 minutesfromtime— whenthey
scored.

Arsenal goakeeper Jens Lehmann, perhaps bored
by hislack of involvement, triedto claim acrossat the
edge of hisbox but hispoor punchwent only to Simon
Davies, who coolly lobbed it straight back in for the
equalizer—MNA/Reuters

Brazilian forward Jussie, who joined Bordeaux
from Lens during the winter break, scored the winner
from close range on 13 minutes.

Bordeaux then had Tunisiadefender David Jemmali
sent off for a dangerous tackle on Ivory Coast striker
Aruna Dindane seven minutes from the break.

MNA/Reuters

Igor Kunitsyn of Russia hitsareturn against
Pedro Sousa of Portugal during their match
at the Estoril Open tennistournament in Lisbon
on 29 April, 2007.—INTERNET
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erpool boss Rafa Benitez
believes the pressure is
firmly onChelseawhenthe
sdes clash in the UEFA
Champions League on
Tuesday.

Despite The Blueshold-
ing a 1-0 advantage from
theirfirstlegtieat Stamford
Bridge, they fell fivepoints
behind Manchester United
inthetitleraceat theweek-
end.

Benitez knows Jose
Mourinhomustlandsilver-
wareregularly andbelieves
thepressureisfirmly onthe
ex-Porto man at Anfield.

Liverpool’s Spanish
boss is happy his side
only haveaonegoa deficit
to make up and is looking
forward to dumping Chel-
sea out of Europe.

“I don’'t want to analyse

\what Chelsea say or do,”

Rafa Benitez

Benitez said in the Daily
Express. “All | know is
that they have spent mil-
lionsand millionsandthey
need to win trophies.”

“If you spend this
amount of money, itisto
win trophies.” “That
meansif they cannot win
the league now, they will
be under real pressure.”

“The poditive thing for
meisthatweplayedbadly,
but conceded one at
Stamford Bridge.”

Internet

5/1/07, 02:44 AM

Sevilla go top with 3-1

win over Espanyol

Mapbrip, 30 April — Sevilla shrugged off any
doubtsthat they may bestruggling to competeonthree
frontswith aconvincing 3-1 homewin over Espanyol
to go top of the Primera Liga on Sunday.

Juande Ramos' side are in the semifinas of the
UEFA Cup and the King's Cup but were al over
Espanyol, another side in the final four of the UEFA
Cup. Antonio Puerta, Ernesto Chevanton and Jose
LuisMarti al scored after the break to movetheir side
on to 61 points with six games left.

Barcelona (59) can return to the top with awin at
home to Levante later on Sunday, when third-placed
Real Madrid (57) visit Athletic Bilbao.

Vaencia are fourth with 56 points after a Joaguin
double gave them a 2-0 home win over Recreativo
Huelva on Saturday. Sergio Garcias last minute
header earned fifth-placed Real Zaragoza a late 2-2
draw away to Osasunato put them on 54 points, three
ahead of Atletico Madrid.

CdtaVigo's 3-0 home defeat to Real Mallorcasaw
themdipintothebottomthreeal ongwith Real Sociedad
and Gimnastic.—MNA/Reuters
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USHousepand invitesformer CIA chief totestify

WasHincToN, 30 April — The chairman of a US House of Representatives investigative committee on
Friday invited former CIA director George Tenet to testify about prewar claimsthat Iraq sought weapons

of mass destruction.

Representative Henry
Waxman, a California
Democrat, who heads the
House Oversight and
Government  Reform
Committee, invited George
Tenet, whose new book
criticizes the Bush Ad-
ministration, to testify at a
hearing beforethe panel on
10 May.

“The purpose of the
hearing is to learn your
views about one of the
claims used to justify the

warinlrag—theassartion
that Irag sought to import
uranium from Niger —
and related issues,”
Waxman said in a letter
addressed to the care of
Tenet's lawyer, Robert
Barnett.

The committee this
week subpoenaed
Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice to
testify about the now
refuted Irag-Niger
uranium claim. The

adminigtrationsaiditmight
fight the subpoena.

The claim about Ni-
ger was one of the
administration’s main
judtificationsfortheMarch
2003 US-ed invasion of
Irag. Critics later said the
White House twisted
intelligencetobuildsupport
for the war, which the
administration denies.

Shorty after the
invasion, the CIA
concluded that the Irag-

S— =

Spain’sInfanta Crigtina (R) presentsthe trophy to Sp

anish tennis player Raf

Nadal after he won the Barcelona Open tennistournament in Spain on 29 April ,
2007. Nadal defeated Guillermo Canas of Argentina. — INTERNET

Niger uranium report was
based onforged documents
andwasthereforenolonger
credible.

Tenet, who resign-
ed from the Central
IntelligenceAgencyinJduly
2004, has done a series of
interview this week to
promote his book At the
Centreof the Sorm, which
is due to be released next
week.

In the book, Tenet is
reportedtohavewrittenthat
President George W Bush
took the country to war
without “a serious debate
that | know of within the
administration about the
imminence of the Iragi
threat”.

MNA/Reuters
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Monday, 30 April, 2007

Summary of observationsrecor ded at 09:30hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thundershowers
have been scattered in Taninthayi Division, isolated in Shan
and Rakhine States, Ayeyawady Division and weather has
been partly cloudy intheremainingareas. Day temperatures
were (3°C) to (4°C) above normal in Chin State, upper
Sagaing and Yangon Divisions, (5°C) above normal in
Ayeyawady Division and about normal in the remaining
areas. Thesignificant day temperatureswere Chauk (43°C),
Minbu, Shwegyin and Thayawady (41°C) each. The note-
worthy amountsof rainfall recorded were Kawthoung (1.14)
inches, Kyauktaw (0.39) inch and Pyapon (0.20) inch.

Maximum temperature on 29-4-2007 was 103°F.
Minimum temperature on 30-4-2007 was 79°F. Relative
humidity at 09:30 hoursM ST on 30-4-2007 was 72%. Total
sunshine hours on 29-4-2007 was (8.7) hours approx.

Rainfall on30-4-2007was(Tr) at Mingaladon, Kaba-
Ayeand (0.35) inch at Central Yangon. Total rainfall since
1-1-2007 was(Tr) at Mingaladon, Kaba-Ayeand (0.35)inch
at Central Y angon. Maximumwind speedat Y angon (K aba-
Aye) was (8) mph from South at (18:30) hours MST on
29-4-2007.

Bay inference: Weather is cloudy in the Andaman
Sea and Southeast Bay and partly cloudy elsewhere in the
Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 1-5-2007: Rain or
thundershowersarelikely to be scatteredin Mon and Kayin
States, Y angonand Taninthayi Divisions, isolatedinKachin
State, upper Sagaing, Ayeyawady and Bago Divisions and
weather will be partly cloudy in the remaining States and
Divisions. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the sea: Squallswith moderate to rough sea
are likely at times off and along Mon-Taninthayi Coasts.
Surfacewind speedinsquallsmay reach (35) mph. Seaswill
be dlight to moderate elsewhere in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days. Continuation of
likelihood of thundery conditions inthe Southern Myanmar
areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areasfor 1-5-2007: Possibility of isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (40%).

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areasfor 1-5-2007: Likelihood of isolated rain or thunder-
showers. Degree of certainty is (60%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring areas
for 1-5-2007: Possibility of isolated rain or thundershow-
ers. Degree of certainty is (40%).
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1st Waning of Kason 1369 ME

Tuesday, 1 May, 2007

“NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Stability of theState, community peace
andtranquillity, prevalenceof law and
order

Constitution
Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

*  Development of agr
development of other sector sof the economy aswell

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

*  Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sour cesinside the country and abr oad

* Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

[ture as the base and all-round

Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Religious associations, wor shipper s pour
water at Bo treesto mark Buddha Day

Yancon, 30 April — Religious associations
gathered at different pagodas here today to mark the
day that Lord Buddhawas born, attained the Enlight-
enment and attained Parinibbana (passed away).

They poured water at sacred Bo Trees of the
pagodas to mark the day which falls on the Fullmoon
of the second month of theMyanmar Calendar, Kason.

The ceremonies took place at Shwedagon Pa-
goda, MahaWizayaPagoda, SulePagoda, Botahtaung
Kyaikdayup Pagoda, ShwePhone Pwint Pagoda, M aha
Dhamma Yanthi Eindawya Pagoda, Kaba Aye Pa-
goda, Bo Tree on Kaba Aye Hill, Atula Dipiti Maha
Muni ThakyaK ohtupgyi Pagoda, Kyaikwaing Pagoda
and others here today.

ThegenerousBuddhist peoplefrom all walks of

life also participated in the ceremonies held at the |

pagodas and poured water at Bo trees. Lord Buddha
attained the Enlightenment under the sacred Bodhi
Treein India

The Shwedagon Pagoda Board of Trustees or-
ganized the 24th ceremony to pour water at Bo Treesin
theprecinct of the pagodatoday. First, the congregation
took the Nine Precepts fromthe Presiding Sayadaw of
Theingi Oo Monastery and members of the Sangha
consecrated Buddha Images at sacred Bo Trees and
poured water at the holy trees. While pouring waters at
the trees, the congregation recited the religious verses.

Shwedagon Pagoda was teeming with devotees
today and they also poured waters to the sacred trees.

s ™\
SIGNIFICANT
DAY TEMPERATURES
30-4-2007
NAY PYI TAW 104°F
, YANGON 104°F
1 MANDALAY 100°F
_—— CHAUK 109°F
<= e 3 _ MINBU 106°F
o Members of a religious association pour water at a Bo Treein precinct of ?ﬂ\"A\VEA%X\[')Y 182@
Shwedagon Pagoda. — mNA 9 )
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Shwedagon Pagoda being packed with devotees on Fullmoon Day of Kason. — mMNA

The 21st ceremony to pour water at the Bo Tree
at MahaWizayaPagodawasheld at the pagodatoday .
Members of the Pagoda Board of Trustees of watered
the Bo Tree along with religious associations.

The Sule Pagoda Board of Trustees organized

the ceremony to pour water at Bo Treein the precinct
of the pagoda today.

Members of the board, religious associations,
social organizationsand worshippersattended the cer-
emony. First, members of the Sangha led by the
Presiding Sayadaw of Maha Theindawgyi Pariyatti
Monastery recited religiousversesand poured water at
theBotree. And membersof theboard andwellwishers
presented offertories to members of the Sangha and
shared merits gained.

Similarly, the Botahtaung Kyaikdayup Pagoda
Board of Trustees also organized an auspicious cer-
emony to pour water at the sacred Bo Tree in the
precinct of the pagoda today.

(See page 10)

e £

e ﬂl.:'."i' ;

5/1/07, 02:44 AM



