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Lt-Gen Myint Swe of Ministry of
Defence visitstax free markets

N 4

Y anGon, 10 April — Lt-Gen Myint Sweof the
Ministry of Defence visited the tax free markets here
this morning.

Lt-Gen Myint Swearrived at Pantayatax free
market on Mawguntaik Road in Dagon Township. He
waswel comed by Chairman of Y angon City Devel op-
ment Committee Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin,
Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa, Secretary of Yangon
Division Peace and Development Council U Hla Soe
and officias.

Lt-Gen Myint Swe inspected the vegetable,
rice and edible oil shops of Mingaladon Township
Peace and Devel opment Council, regimentsand units,
the Ministry of Industry-1, the Union of Myanmar
RiceMerchants Association, Myanmar Oil Merchants ‘ :
and Dealers Association, the Union of Myanmar Eco-
nomic Holdings Ltd and Ngwepinle Livestock and
Fisheries Co Ltd.

Lt-GenMyint Sweand party inspected shopsand
persona goods shops at the tax free marketsin Kamayut,
Hlinethaya, Shwepyithaand Mayangon townships. ]

Lt-GenMyint Swegaveinstructionson sal eof

g >, Z . j<’ T ..::-
Lt-Gen Myint Swe of Ministry of Defence inspects tax free market in Mayangon Township.

MNA

hygienic vegetable, meat and fish and selling at rea-
sonable price at the markets—MNA

INSIDE 1 WEATHER

Just as usual, revellers led by those at Sigmﬁcam‘lg;‘yz‘t’(g;peraw%
Nay Pyi Taw havebeen organizingteamsand ||| Thayawady (44°C)
motorised transportation and the pandals | | Chauk (42°C)
manned by the various celebration commit- | | Y™ (42°C)
tees have also been readied in advance. To Forecast for (11-4-2007)

. Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring areas
ensurethat thereisclean fun and no deroga— Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is

tory scenesoccur, thesupervisory bodieshave y | (690/;?5 _
also been coor dinating efforts well ahead of ety douy,
festival time. Mandalay and neighbouring areas
Pace 7 Likelihood of isolated rain or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is
AGE MiN Kyaw MiIN (60%).

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Preserve fine traditions and
culturein Thingyan Festival

Myanmar’sNew Y ear Festival isTraditional
Thingyan Water Festival, in which peopledouse
water on each other infrolictoenjoy themselves.
Theterm“Thingyan” derivesfromthePaliword
“Sankanta”, which literally means transit.
Padauk (pterocarpus) is the golden seasonal
bloom when natur e lavishesthe month of Tagu.

Thereisno other festival asmerry, asbois-
terous and as joyful as the Thingyan Water
Festival, which spellsout theend of theold year
and ringsintheNew Year. Thefestival startsin
the month of Tabaung and concludes when it
enters Tagu, the first month on the Myanmar
calendar.

Splashingwater on oneanother in Thingyan
isto clean the misdeedsin the past, wishing the
per sons being pour ed water to be cool aswater.
And it is opportune period for the citizens to
perform meritorious deeds.

Indeed, Thingyan isafestival for all to enjoy
themselves, and such acts detrimental to clean
fun arenot tolerated. Merry makersare there-
foretofollowtherulesand regulationslaid down
by the Maha Thingyan Discipline Enforcement
Committee and to avoid wearing decadent cos-
tumes and doing activities that are against the
traditions and culture of the nation.

While some are enjoying themselves in the
festival, some people also mark the New Year
wholeheartedly by payingrespectstotheelderly
per sons, parentsand grandparents, freeing fish
and other life, shampooing, bathing and mani-
curing elderly persons, observing Precepts,
cleansing the religious edifices, giving feastsin
charity and visiting monasteries to hear ser-
mons. Thus, all should enhance the essence of
celebrating the Water Festival.

National people are urged to welcome the
New Year by upholdingthefinetraditionsin the

e
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* Opposethosereying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Opposethose trying to jeopar dize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

/

'CCDAC toor ganize conteststo mark Int’'l Day
against Drug Abuse a

nd Illicit Trafficking

Police Col Hla Min delivers an address at coor

dination meeting for holding arts contests to

mark the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking. — mNA

Y ancon, 10 April — A work coordination
meeting on holding of cartoon, drawing, poster, com-
puter arts and digital poster contests to mark the
International Day against Drug Abuseand Illicit Traf-
ficking was held here today.

Chairman of Central Committee for Drug
Abuse Control Head of Y angon Division Police Force
PoliceCol HlaMindelivered an opening addressat the
meeting. Secretary of CCDAC Vice-Police
Col Hse Maung reported on arrangementsfor holding

the contests.

Parti cipants of the meeting discussed matters
on tasks for the contests and the meeting ended with
concluding remarks by Police Col HlaMin. The Inter-
national Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Traffick-
ing falls on 26 June.

Thosewishing to participatein the contestsmay
obtain application formsfor the contests at the office of
the Head of Y angon Division Police Force and must be
sent back to the office within 1 and 7 May. — MNA

Thingyan days of 1368 Myanmar Era.
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(M1 C Rubber Factory) and family donate cash
to Hninzigone Home for the Aged through
Executive Member of the Administration
Board of the home U Chit Myaing.
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‘ Prof (Retd) Daw Yi Yi Myint,

f- Adviser of Myanmar Women
Entrepreneurs Association,
presents certificate of honour to
Chairperson of MWEA Daw
Khin Myint Myint at Sedona
Hotel in Yangon on 9 April
2007. Daw Khin Myint Myint

Payagyi Village,
Kyaukkyi Township,
stepped on the mine
planted by insurgents on
his way to a jungle near
thevillageto pluck leaves

foot in the mine blast near
thevillage on 6 April.

He went to fish
near thevillageon6 April
and stepped on the mine
planted by insurgents.

4/11/07, 02:59 AM

destructive acts to jeop-
ardise the community
peace and stability and to
cause panic among the
people.

MNA

was awarded Agga Maha Siri
_ Suddhamma Theingi Title
1. | q by the State
1' A | recently. — MwEA Py
- - - ™
- Twoloselimbsin blasts | Firebreaks
NAay Pvi Taw, 10 | on 5 April and the mine Theinjured were out In
April — Two villagers | exploded. His left foot | rushed to Kyaukkyi and
were injured in two mine | was crushed in the blast. | Htantabin township hos- M andal ay
blasts in Kyaukkyi and Similarly,UAung | pitals. Local authority and | - /
| | Htantabin townships re- | Than, 45, of Thabyay- | local people are in hot Y ANGON, 10
cently. nyunt Village, Htantabin | pursuit of insurgents. In- | April—A firebrokeout at
AungAung, 25,0f | Township, lost his left | surgentshave committed | Industrial Zone-2 in

Pyigyitagun Township,
Mandalay Division this
morning. The fire en-
gulfed four houses, ren-
dering 28 people home-
less—MNA



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Iragi official’s book blasts
USfailuresin lraq

WasHiNGTON, 9April —
Ali A Allawi, senior
adviser to the Prime
Minister of Irag and once
served as lrag's trade,
defence and finance min-
ister at different times,
blasted USfailuresinlraq
in his 500-page book
The Occupation of Irag,
the AP reported Sunday.

“The corroded and
corrupt state of Saddam
was replaced by the
corroded, inefficient,
incompetent and corrupt
state of the new order,”
Allawi concluded in the

book published by Yale
University Press.

Allawi asserted that the
United States committed
blunders such as dis-
banding Irag’s Army and
purging tens of thousands
of members of toppled
president Saddam Hus-
sein’s Baath Party, with
littleconsultationwiththe
Iragis.

On US reconstruction
failures — in electricity,
health care and other
areas documented by
Washington's own au-
ditors— Allawi wrotethat

the Americans' “insipid
retelling of ‘success’
stories” merely hid “the
huge black hole that lay
underneath”, the report
said. TheUS-and British-
educated engineer and
financieristhefirst senior
Iragi official to look back
at book length on his
country’s four-year or-
deal, the report said.
MNA/Xinhua
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Chinese
Premier Wen
Jiabao (R)
awardsthe
instrument of
appointment as
the third-term
Chief Executive
of Hong Kong
Special
Administrative
Region
(HKSAR) to
Donald Tsang
in Beijing,
Chinaon
9 April , 2007.

XINHUA
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Swimmer

Sao PauLo, 9 April —

Slovenian Martin Strel,

Waist and tragedy

ToronTo, 9 April—Doctors across
Canadaare being urged to screen every
adult and child over age 10 for weight-
related health problems using the sim-
plest measure of al: waist size.

A girth greater than 94 centimetresin
men and 80 cm in women significantly
increases the risk of heart disease and
diabetes and should be considered a
“new vital sign” as important as blood
pressure and heart rate, according to the
first Canadian guidelines on the pre-
vention and treatment of obesity.

Based on those limits, nearly 50% of
adult Canadians have abdominal or cen-
tral obesity, the worst kind of fat.

The guidelines recommend mea-
suring waist circumference in children
starting at age 10, but experts say there
is not enough data yet to give specific
cut-offs for children.

“The body mass index is a surrogate
measure of body fatness, but it doesn’'t
tell uswherethefat islocated,” saysDr
David Lau, professor of medicine at the

University of Calgary and president of
Obesity Canada, a non-profit organi-
zation. “The ugly fat is fat from inside
the belly.”

Belly fat consists of subcutaneousfat,
or fat just beneath the skin that people
can pinch, and viscera fat, adeeper layer
of fat that wraps around the intestines
and liver.

Visceral fat isconsidered the greater
of the two evils. Research in Dr Lau’s
lab suggests fat cells inside the belly
produce more C-reactive protein than
fat in the buttocks or other regions of
the body. Produced by the liver, C-re-
active protein causes inflammation
throughout the body, including the ar-
teries.

Peoplewith abdominal fat are at the
highest risk of Type 2 diabetes and
heart disease and stroke. Belly fat is
also the leading cause of a cluster of
abnormalities known as metabolic
syndrome.

I nter net

Malaysia’ s administrative capital

of Putrajaya outside Kuala Lumpur on 8 April, 2007. — INTERNET
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after braving crocodiles,
piranhas, disease and the
threat of animminent heart
attack, on Sunday com-
pleted arecord-setting 66-
day, 3,274-mile (5,268-
kilometre) swimdownthe
Amazon River and was
taken to a hospital.

Thousands of people
were on hand in the
Brazilian colonial city of
Belem as an exhausted
Strel, 52, made his final
stroke, and was pulled
from the water.

officially set a Guinness
Book of World Records
mark when he hit the
3,274-mile point, the
swimmer’s support team
said on his Website
WWW.amazonswim.com.
On Sunday hewasback
in the water again, riding
the early morning tide
back upriver 6 miles to
endthemarathon Amazon
swim in Belem at about
11:30 am (1430 GMT).
It was the most
challenging of Strel’ shig-
river swims. He has

slifeat risk after record Amazon trip

previously swum 2,488
miles (4,004 kilometres)
of China’s Yangtze in
2004, 2,360 miles (3,798
kilometres) of the US
Mississippi in 2002 and
1,867 miles (3,004
kilometres) of Europe’s
Danube in 2000.

After arrivingin Belem,
Strel was placed in an
ambulance and medics
worked to stabilize his
blood pressure, which was
at near-heart attack levels,
hissupportteamsaidonthe
website. — MNA/Reuters

On Saturday, Strel had

&
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—

Slovenian marathon swimmer Martin Strel, 52, receives first aid from
Brazlian medics and a member of histeam (R) after swvimming into the
Amazon port city of Belem, at the river’smouth, on 8 April , 2007— XiNHUA

7

Baghdad on Saturday.

Linvasi on.—MNA/Reuters

Six USsoldierskilled inlrag

BacHDAD, 9 April—Four American soldiers were killed in attacks south of
Baghdad on Sunday while another two died from wounds suffered in operations
north of the capital, the US military said.

The USmilitary said three of the soldierskilled on Sunday south of Baghdad
had been hit by aroadside bomb. The fourth soldier was hit by “indirect fire”.

It was unclear exactly when the two soldiers who died on Sunday had been
wounded. The toll makes it a deadly weekend for American troops after four
soldierswerekilled in an explosion near their vehiclein DiyalaProvince north of

More than 3,270 American soldiers have been killed in Irag since the 2003

J
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A million species and counting
In catalog of critters

WasHINGTON, 9 April
— A worldwidescientific
effort to catalog every
living species has topped
the 1 million milestone.

Six years into the
programme the total has
reached 1,009,000, re-
searchers report.

They hopeto complete
thelisting by 2011, reach-
ing an expected total of
about 1.75 million spe-
cies.

Thomas M Orrell, a
biologist at the Smithso-
nian’s National Museum
of Natural History, said

the finished catalog will
include al known living
organisms, from plants
and animals to fungi and
microorganisms such as
bacteria, protozoaand vi-
ruses.

“Many are surprised
that, despite over two cen-
turies of work by biolo-
gists and the current
worldwide interest in
biodiversity, thereis pre-
sently no comprehensive
catalog of al known spe-
cies of organisms on
Earth,” Orrell said.

The listing does not

Tourist ship sinksin
Peru, noinjuries

Lima, 9 April — A tourist ship sank off the coast of
Peru after it washit by ahugewave on Sunday but there
were no casualties or injuries, police said.

Thewave hit the ship at 06:30 am local time (1130
GMT) when it was near Paracas Bay, some 250
kilometres from Lima, local police colonel Cesar

Mendoza said.

People camping on Peru’s beaches during Easter
holidayswerealso hit by thewave, which flooded tents
and even some seaside restaurants.

Thesamewavehasprevented six fishing boatsfrom
returning to shore in Chincha, Mendoza said.

Police have barred camping on beaches at Cerro
Azul, LosLobos, LaEnsenada, Los Reyesand Cerro

Colorado.

Julio Villafuerte, director general of the National

include fossil species
from the past.

The Integrated Taxo-
nomic Information Sys-
tem-Species 2000 Cata-
log of Life provides ac-
cess to data maintained
by avariety of scientific
organizations, each spe-
cializing in a certain
area.

For example, informar
tion on dipteran flies is
maintained by the Agri-
culture Department’s Sys-
tematic Entomology La-
boratory at the Smith-
sonian’s National Mu-
seum of Natural History.

Internet
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Lotus-shaped lanterns

the birthday of the god of the seasin Hong Kong's Wui Wo village
on 9 April , 2007. — INTERNET

Meteorology and Hydrology Service, said the wave
was caused by strong South Pacific winds, which were
typical for April when fog and strong winds al so often
caused problems.— MNA/Xinhua

/Pilot Miles Barber of Britain giv&athumbs—up\
before departing the Phuket airport for Malaysia
in amicro light aircraft on 9 April, 2007.
Barber, who lost his sight nearly 40 years ago, is
on a charity flight from England to Australia,
and aimsto raise nearly $2 million for eye
patients worldwide.— INTERNET

The completed rim
structure of the
Singapore Flyer isseen
through treesin
Singapore on 9 April,
2007. — INTERNET

Cambodiatrains 4,700 vets

for preventing bird flu

Belang, 8 April—The Cambodian Agriculture Min-
istry and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) have been cooperating to train about 4,700 vets
and villagersfor reeducating peopleto prevent birdflu,
FAO officials said on Monday.

They were chosen to give the messages about pre-
venting bird flu to villagers in rura areas, said Yon
Fernandez, coordinator of bird flu project from FAO
to Cambodia.

Meanwhile, the FAQO, in cooperation with the re-
levant Cambodian ministries, will hold marches to
raise public awareness of bird fluin districts through-
out eight provinces from 9 to 12 April.

“We choseall these provincesto raisethe awareness
of people for the danger of bird flu,” Yon told Xinhua
by phone. Bird flu initially broke out in Cambodiain
January 2004 and affected its eight provinces, includ-
ing Kompong Cham, Prey Veng, Kandal and Phnom
Penh. The disease has killed seven Cambo-
dians, and thelatest toll occurred on Thursday. —Xinhua
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White mouse grounds Vietham Airlines flight

Hanor, 9 April — A
white mouse grounded a
Vietnam Airlinesflight to
Japan for more than three
hourswith dozens of staff
scrambling to find the
rodent in the cabin, the
state-run carrier said on
Monday.

The animal was
eventually foundinafood
compartment of the
Boeing 777, allowing the
delayed flight to take off
from Hanoi to Tokyo late
Sunday, said Tran Tien
Dung, head of theairline's
safety department.

“Wedelayed theflight
for more than three hours
and mobilized dozens of
staff to find the mouse,
which we suspect came

4/11/07, 03:00 AM

on board in the pocket of
aVietnamesepassenger,”
he told AFP. “We were
afraid it might chew
through some of the
plane's cables.”

Dung added that the
airlinedid not plantotake

any action even if the
owner of the mouse was
identified.

The fate of the rodent
was uncertain, with Dung
saying only that “we took
it away.”

Internet
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Alabmouseisseenin afilephoto. A small whitemouse
running around a Boeing 777 delayed a Vietham
Airlinesflight to Tokyo for morethan three hours,
newspapersreported on 9 April , 2007. — INTERNET



ECONOMIC NEWS

Egypt opposesto “ gas OPEC”

Cairo, 9 April—
Egyptian Petroleum Min-
ister Sameh Fahmi saidon
Sunday that Egypt is
opposed to the idea of
establishing an OPEC-
style cartel (“gas OPEC”)
for gasexportingcountries,
the officidl MENA news
agency reported.

Fahmi made the
remarksin astatement he
gave before leaving for
Doha to attend the 7th
ministerial conference of
the Gas Exporting Coun-
tries Forum (GECF)
scheduled for Monday.

Fahmi said that

Egypt's rejection to the
formation of such acartel
isdueto itswish to main-
tain transparency ininter-
national gas markets.
“We refuse the idea of
building a body that
controls one of the es
sential sources of global
energy,” he said in the
statement. Earlier, there
were media reports and
speculations that the
world’slargest producers
of natural gas, inparticular
Russia and Iran, plan to
create a gas cartel
equivalent to the OPEC
which sets quotas and

prices and are due to
discuss the issue at the
Doha meeting.

As an organization of
world's leading gas pro-
ducers established in
Teheran in 2001, the
GECF does not have a
fixed membership struc-
ture, however Algeria,
Bolivia, Brunei, Egypt,
Equatorial Guinea, Indo-
nesia, Iran, Libya,
Malaysia, Nigeria, Oman,
Qatar, Russia, Trinidad &
Tobago, the UAE and
Venezuela could be
identified as current
members—MNA/Xinhua
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Jiang Xiaoyu (second left)
Committee for the Games of the XXIX Olympiad (BOCOG) and three other
guests launch the “ Olympic Families Tour Beijing” campaign in Beijing

on 9 April, 2007. — XiNHUA

Tanzania to have full market
accessto EU countries

DAR-Es-SaLaam, 9
April —Tanzaniaisset to
enjoy better market access
to European countries as
the European Union (EU)
hasjust offered toremove
remaining market access
limitations for African,
Caribbean and Pacific
countries. The improve-
ment of market access to
EU countriesisto benefit
Tanzanian agricultural
products especially.

“It (the EU offer) will
apply immediately fol-
lowing the signing of an
agreement,” said a state-
ment released by the EU.
Local English newspaper
Sunday News quoted EU
chief representative to
Tanzania Frans Baan as
saying that the ongoing
negotiations for the

agreement are dealing
with some technical
issues. “In Tanzania, the
fundamental test of the
successof EPA ( Economic
Partnership Agreement)

negotiations will be that

they ddiver results to the
majority of citizens who
work in this country’s
principal sectors, especidly
agriculture and fisheries”
said Ambassador Baan.
MNA/Xinhua

Chinglish on Beljing’'s signs
shocksforeigners

Belang, 9April—What
strikesforeignvisitorsthe
most in Beijing may not
be the interesting cus-
toms, unique archi-
tecture and enticing
dishes, but the Chinglish
on signs.

ChinaCentennial Altar
is a landmark building
completedin1999 togreet

the new millennium.
However, a name plate
near the front door reads
“China Centennial
Temple” and another sign
about 50 metres away
confidently offers* China
Centennial Monument”.

Some menus of
Chinese dishes are also
confusing. The “Italian
spaghetti” is translated
into “ideas’ powder”,
which derives from the
literal trandlation of the
Chinese name.

A thick wheat-based
noodleinJapanesecuisine
is literally translated

World famous actress
Gong Li attendsthe
inauguration
ceremony of an
apartment building in
Shanghai, becoming
one of thefirst batch
of holders, on 6 April,
2007. — INTERNET

according to the Chinese
name into "fry the dark
winter inthe sun'sway",
which makes no sense at
all.

To Jill, an Australian
student in Beijing, the
Chinglishtrand ationsshe
has collected serve as a
chronic laughing stock.

“It is not too difficult
for the foreigners who
know some Chinese to
understand the Chinglish
although the trandations
arevery funny,” said Jill,
who hastaken almost 100
pictures of the ridiculous
tranglations.

In addition, some
English translations seem
horrible. In a restaurant
menu, the name of adish
made of young chickenis
translated into “young
chicken without sex”,
which makes foreign
customers flinch.

MNA/Xinhua

Sony introducesthe XDV-100

e

pockét—s'zedigita] TV inJapan.The measurementsaf the

Sony XDV-100 are 98.3¥61¥15.1mm and the de=k TV weighs only 110g. —XINHUA
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Malaysia records higher trac

e

surplusin February

KuaLa Lumpur, 10
April—Malaysiarecorded
a higher trade surplus of
7.6 billion ringgit (2.17
billion US dollars) in
February, up 2.7 per cent
over the same period last
year, the Department of
Statisticssaid on Monday.

Total exports and
imports for this February
werevaluedat41.1billion
ringgit (11.74 billion US
dollars) and 33.5 billion
ringgit (9.57 billion US
dollars) respectively, the

4/11/07, 03:00 AM

department saidinitslatest
release of Malaysian
external trade statistics.

“The largest export
revenue earner was
electrical and electronic
products, valued at 18.7
billionringgit (5.34billion
USdollars) andaccounted
for 45.4 per cent of total
exports,” said the depart-
ment. Imports of inter-
mediateand capital goods
constituted 83.4 per cent
of total imports.

For thefirst twomonths

of theyear 2007, Malaysia
recorded a lower trade
surplus of 15.2 billion
ringgit (4.34 billion US
dollars) as against 16.2
billionringgit (4.63hillion
US dollars) in the same
period last year.

Exports expanded by
4.3 per centto89.1billion
ringgit (25.46 billion US
dollars) while imports
expanded by 6.8 per cent
to 73.9 billion ringgit
(21.11billionUSdollars),
itadded. — MNA/Xinhua
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A potted azalea is shown in the 500-year-old Zhuozheng Garden during the

. & 9

N

11th Azalea Festival in Suzhou, the scenic city of east China’s Jiangsu
Province on 3 April, 2007. Seven new varieties of azalea on display, including
the green azalea were introduced abroad to add shining point to the

festival.— XINHUA

American firmsfocuson
Chinese medium-sized cities

Xr'an, 9April — The
foreign commercial
service of the embassy of
the United States of
Americain China works
is helping the American
firms to access Chinese
medium-sized cities, US
commercia counsellor to
ChinaWilliam A Brekke
told Xinhua.

“About 50 per cent of
the American companies
in China are currently
based in Shanghai and

is to help the American
firmsto enter the Chinese
medium-sized cities,” he
said.

He made the remarks
when attending the 6th
China Western Region
International Economic
CooperationFairinXi’ an,
northwest China's
Shaanxi Province. The
Embassy’s  Foreign
Commercia service has
helped bring government
representatives from five
US states, including

Kentucky, Illinois, North

Carolina, Maryland and

Idaho to the event.
MNA/Xinhua

“Blades of Glory” topsbox
officein N America

Los ANGELES, 8 April — “Blades of Glory,” a skating comedy, topped the
box officein North Americathis Easter weekend, rakingin an estimated 23

million US dollars.

The comedy has
grossed an estimated 68.4
million dollars since its

debut last weekend,
according to preliminary
box officefiguresrel eased
Sunday by Media By
Numbers.

TheEncino-based box
office tracker will release
fina figuresfor the Friday-
to-Sunday period to-
morrow. The computer-
animated Disney flick,
“Meet The Robinsons,”
grossed an estimated 17
million dollarsits second
week at the box office.

Thefamilycomedy*Are
We Done Yet?' debuted
with an estimated 15
million. The movie, the
sequel to “Are We There
Yet?' opened on Wed-
nesday.

"Grindhouse,” the
double feature horror
movies, debuted with an
estimated 11.6 million.

Another horror movie

debut, “The Reaping,”
gtarring Hilary Swank, took
in 10 million. It opened on
Thursday.

Rounding out thetop
12were* 300" (8.8million
dollars);“WildHogs’ (6.8
million); “Shooter’” (5.8
million); “TMNT” (4.9
million); “FirehouseDog”
(4million);“ Premonition”
(3.2million);” ReignOver
Me” (2.5 million).

The dozen top-
grossing films generated
atotal of 112.8 million, a
9.7 percent jump fromthe
102.8 million earned by
the 12 highest-grossing
movies during the same
period ayear ago.

Internet

Beijing. What we do next

' 11k
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A potential buyer admires one of the most
important Chinese modern oil paintings, “ Put
Down Your Whip” by Xu Beihong, during a
spring sales preview by auction house
Sotheby’s in Hong Kong. The protest painting
by Xu sold at auction on Saturday for 72
million Hong Kong dollars (9.2 million USD),
setting yet another record for Chinese
painting.— INTERNET

11-4-07NL 6

An Air India Airbus
A310 is seen after it
made an emergency
landing at the
international airportin

New Delhi on 9 April,

2007. — INTERNET

Ship collision leaves 20 missing
In east China sea

HaNGzHou, 9 April —
A Chineseship collided
withaforeigncargo ship
off the east China coast
at around 4:00 am
Sunday. The foreign
ship sank immediately
and 20 crew members
are missing, according
to marine police in

Taizhou City, in east
China’'s Zhejiang Pro-
vince.

The 6,500-ton cargo
ship Harvest wasenroute
from Shanghai toVietnam
when it collided with the
Chinese cargo ship
JinhaikuninTaizhouBay,
east China.

All 20 crew members
aboard — 19 Chinese and
an Indonesian — are
missing.

Thel7,061-tonChinese
ship is from Fuzhou,
capital of east China's
Fujian Province and was
bound for Zhangjiagang,
Jiangsu Province.

Harvest, loaded with
5,000 tons of stedl, was
registered in Belize in
Central America.

Threepatrol boatsfrom
Zhgjiang marine police,
two professional rescue
vessels, a helicopter and
four fishing boats have
converged on the area to
trytosavetheseamen. The
ChineseNavy hasa sosent
two escort vessels and a
helicopter to assist rescue
work.

Internet

5th spacetourist totreat 1SS crew Martha

B eunG, 9 April —
Charles Simonyi, the
world' sfifth paying space

tourist, will treat his ISS
colleagues to a gourmet
space meal picked by his
“best friend,” US lifestyle
maven Martha Stewart,
media reports said on
Sunday.

Stewart meal

Themenuincludesquail
roasted in Madiran wine,
duck breast confit with
capers, shredded chicken
parmentier, apple fondant
pieces, rice pudding with
candiedfruit,andsemolina
cake with dried apricots.
Simonyi and Stewart
plan the celebratory feast

4/11/07, 03:00 AM

for12April ,whichRussia
observes as Cosmonauts
Day.

The two have been
friendsfor about adecade,
and somecel ebrity-gossip
publications have sug-
gested they’re roman-
ticaly linked. Stewart’'s
spokeswoman refused to

confirm the relationship,
sayingonly, “They’ rebest
friends.”
Martha Stewart, more
familiar with product
launches than rocket
launches, runs a home
decorating and cooking
business empire.

Internet
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/ Nay Pyi Taw topsthelist of sun and fun \
IN the period of extended holidays

In the merry-go-round of festivals on the
Myanmar calendar, Thingyan reigns supreme as the
festival full of fun. The cheer that isso muchin abun-
dance surpassesall you canfind at any other festival.

Mid-summer, when most school children are
on their annua end-of-term vacation and when the
rising temperature calls for something cool and re-
freshing, the water-feast, as some choose to call
Thingyan, is most welcome.

Revery provided by the water-throwers and
those going around to have water doused on them
comesasthe central theme. Then, with all the splash-
ing and cheers, the feasts of food big and small pro-
vided by those seeking merit are eagerly accepted by
the merry-makers.

The predominant bloom of the Thingyan sea-
sonis, of course, the padauk (pterocarpus), the golden
petals bathing the emerald leaves and providing ap-
propriate colour harmony. A smilar yellow hueislent
by the ngu-shwe-wah (cassiafistula). Yingat (garde-
nia) also adds to the beauty of the scene, together
with other less-famous blooms.

This year, we are enjoying five days’
Thingyan season holidaysin arow, with ten days of
gazetted holidays preceding 13 April, the ushering
in of the festival.

Just as usual, revellers led by those at Nay
Pyi Taw have been organizing teams and motorised
transportation and the pandals manned by the vari-
ous celebration committees have also been readied
in advance. To ensure that there is clean fun and no
derogatory scenes occur, the supervisory bodies have
also been coordinating efforts well ahead of festival
time.

Therewill beusual festivifieswith floats car-
rying around teams competing in songs and dances

to the delight of all.

Camaraderie, with merry-makers joking and
laughing, will form the general scene.

Asat al Thingyans, there will be good cheer
and laughters all over, for tradition requires that no
one should be cross or mean. The spirit of fairplay
and familiar kinship will prevail as always.

There is myth and legend surrounding most
of the festivals. Common belief is that Thingyan be-
gins when the Thagyamin, the King of Celestial Be-
ings, descends from his abode to earth. There was a
time when the prediction of his arrival was an elabo-
rate affair, with royal astrologersin the old capital of
Mandalay calculating, the day and time of hisarrival.
To this day, the practice is very much part of the pic-
ture, with the Thingyansar, a sort of almanac, issued
for the auspicious occasion.

The celebration of Thingyan is a matter
handed down through generations. It is, therefore, ap-
propriate to borrow arelevant excerpt:

“... When the Sun enters the constellation
Aswini in the sign Aries, the Thingyan period begins
and continuesfor three days. The popular belief, how-
ever, isthat during the Thingyan period the Thagyamin
(who isthe same asthe Vedic deity Indra) descendsto
make his annual visit to the realms of the earth. He
brings with him a golden book, wherein he inscribes
the names of those who wrought good deeds, and he
has also with him another book made of dog's skin,
wherein he puts down the names of those who did
wicked deeds.

“The story, however, goes that once upon a
time a dispute arose in the abode of the celestial be-
ings between the Thagyamin and acertain Bramah con-
cerning certain mathematicl calculations. The dispute
lasted along time, neither party would give in and at

the auspicious occasion.

Thereismyth and legend surrounding most of the fes-
tivals. Common belief is that Thingyan begins when the
Thagyamin, theKing of Celestial Beings, descendsfrom his
abodeto earth. Therewasatimewhen the prediction of his
arrival wasan elabor ate affair, with royal astrologersin the
old capital of Mandalay calculating, the day and time of his
arrival. To this day, the practice is very much part of the
picture, with the Thingyansar, a sort of almanac, issued for

[Min KyaWMin]j

last the disputants each wagered his head asto being
in the right. The Thagyamin won, and delighted
though hewas at having to cut off the Bramah's head,
anew perplexity beset him.

How was heto dispose of that head? To throw
it down to the earth would mean conflagration in the
abode of the human beings, to cast it into the sea

would make the water bail, to throw it up to the sky
would burn the firmament.

“He solved his difficulty, however, by hand-
ing it over to the keeping of several natmaidens, and,
once ayear, when the head of this vanquished math-
ematician changes hands, the Thagyamin findsit ex-
cursion and a sojourn in our midst”

More down-to-earth, Thingyan means tran-
sit, either taken from the Pali, sankanta, or Sanskrit,
sankranta— the transit of the sun from the zodiacal
sign of Piscesto that of Aries. Or, if you will accept
it, from the old year to the new.

Whatever the myth or legend, whatever the
popular belief or the reason, there's plenty of rhyme
and rhythm in the four of five days waterfest.

There' sthe sonorous boom of the ozi and the
timed thump-thump of the dhobat, both accompanied
by the rousing bamboo-clappers and crashing cym-
bals which add up to the general din and clatter—an
essential element of most festivalsin Myanmar.

From squirtfulsand bowlfuls, the dousing ex-
tends upwards to pailfuls and pumped hoses and
water-jetswhich dislodge even the most hardy revel-
lersfrom their jeeps. Thingyan water is plentiful.

Traditionally, as seen at some of the more
conservative pandals in Mandalay, Yangon and
Mawlamyine as well as Nay Pyi Taw scented water
issprinkled onthose who want it, with eugenialeaves
from silver bowls.

Whilethe elderly keep sabbath and the light-
hearted seek fun, boys and girls find occasion to cut
finger-nails and toe-nails of the aged, shampoo their
hair and bathe them as gestures of goodwill and merit.

Long queues of belleswith small water-pots
on their heads moving towards a pagodato clean it,
or similar lines of merit-seekers on their way to the
nearby lake to free fish, preceded by music troupes
and clownish dancersform part of the New Year Day
scene.

Mirth and merit thus make anatural blend at
this colourful festival full of fun, with participants
careful enough not to overstep bounds of decency
and decorum.

Happy Thingyan!

kkkkkkkkk*k
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Commander inspectsregional development

. Hla Htay Win

%

Commander Maj-G

inects alake stor-i-nlg_ drinking water at Ayeywa ward in

Kyimyinding Township. — mMNA
Yancon, 9 April — Chairman of Yangon

Division Peaceand Devel opment Council Commander
of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win visited
Ayeywa ward on the west bank of Kyimyindine
Township, Yangon West District, Yangon Division,
yesterday.

Thechairmanof Kyimyindine Township Peace
and Development Council explained salient points of
the region. The commander made arrangements to
carry out regional development undertakings. Hethen

After inspecting apond to supply clean water
to theward, the commander paid respectsto Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Jotisara of Y adanabon monastery. He also
presented offertories to the Sayadaw.

In his meeting with departmental personnel,
social organizations and ward people, the commander
discussed regional peace and stability, the rule of law
and regional development.

Later, the commander visited the rural health
care centrein Wayonseik ward, in thetownship, and a

e ™
4 N

Nay Pyi Taw-Mawlamyine-
Nay Pyi Taw expresstrain
to run daily beginning
22 April

o /

Y AnGon, 10 April — For the convenience of
increasing number of passengersin Nay Pyi Taw
and ensuring smooth transport of commodities,
Myanma Railways started running of Nay Pyi
Taw-Bagan-Nay Pyi Taw express train on 18
May 2006, Nay Pyi Taw-Pyay-Nay Pyi Taw
express train on 25 May 2006, Nay Pyi Taw-
Mandalay-Nay Pyi Taw express train on 7 June
2006 and Nay Pyi Taw-Thazi-Meiktila-Myingyan
express train on 16 July 2006.

The Nay Pyi Taw-Mawlamyine-Nay Pyi Taw
express train will run daily beginning 22 April.

In the past, the express train passed through
Bago. Now the train will run through DaikU-
Myitkyo-Sittoung Road. Thenewly-builtrailroad
will save 38 miles.

The Nay Pyi Taw-Mawlamyine express train
leaves Pyinmana Station at 5.30 am and The
Mawlamyine-Nay Pyi Taw train leaves
Mawlamyine at 7 am daily. It stops over at
Toungoo, DaikU, Einchelayse, Hsatthwagon,
Kyaikto, Thaton and Paung Stations.

MNA

|ooked around the ward.

post primary school. — MNA

\-
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Yangon I nternational Airport Work
Supervisory Committee meets

Y ANGON, 10
April— A meeting of
Y angon International
Airport Work Supervisory
Committee took place at
the Department for Civil
Aviation yesterday with
an address by Patron of
the Committee Minister
for Transport Maj-Gen
Thein Swe.

Also present at
the meeting were
Committee Chairman
Deputy Minister for
Transport Col Nyan Tun

Aung, departmental
heads, responsiblepersons
of international and local
airlines.

At the meeting,
Minister Maj-Gen Thein
Swe said a new building
of Yangon International
Termina wastobeopened
soon. The am of
constructing the new
building was to help
increase the number of
tourists and inbound and
outbound international
flights. Therefore, those

responsible from
departments concerned
were to strive for the
convenience and security
of air passengers as
modern equipment had
been installed at the
airport.

Afterwards, offi-
ciasof thedepartment and
airlines took part in the
discussions. Later, the
meeting came to a close
with aconcluding remark
by Minister Maj-Gen
Thein Swe.—MNA

UMFCCI President meets guests

Y ANGON, 8
April— Preisdent of the
Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers
of Commerce and
Industry UWinMyintand
Vice-Presidents U Win
Aung, U Zaw Min Win
and U Aung Lwin met
with Mr Uano Fumihiro,
Chairman of Japanese
Chamber of Commerce
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and Industry, Yangon
(JCCY), at the UMFCCI
office here on 4 April.
At the meeting,
they discussed trade,
investment and economic
sectors between the two
countries.
Similarly,
UMFCCI General
Secretary U Sein Win
Hlaing, Joint Secretary-1Dr

Maung Maung Lay and
executives met with Mr
Toshiya Imada, New
Energy and Industrial
Technology Development
Organization (NEDO) of
JapanattheUMFCCI office
the same day. They
discussed mattersrelatedto
economic cooperation
between the tow countries

MNA

Summer computer cour se opens

P =

Chairperson of Yangon Division Supervisory Committee for Maternal

A e

and Child Welfare Daw Mar Mar Wai accepts cash donated by a

Y aNGon, 10 Aprril
— Yangon East District
Peace and Development
Council and International
Language and Business
Center (ILBC) opened a
summer computer course
for young people at the
ILBCbuildingin Tamway
Township here this
morning.

Yangon East
District PDC Chairman U
Than Aung explained the
purpose of opening the
course. Next, for the

4/11/07, 03:00 AM

wellwisher. — mna

improvement of mental
abilitiesof theyouth, ILBC
donated K 500,000 and
Dagon (East) Industrial
Zone, Thakayta Industrial
Zoneand Dagon (Seikkan)
Industrial ZoneK 300,000
each. Yangon Division
Maternal and Child
Welfare Supervisory

Committee Chairperson
Daw Mar Mar Wai
accepted the donations.
Then, ILBC Principa U
Tin Maung Win gave an
account of the computer
course. A total of 100
trainees are attending the
course that will last till 10
May. — MNA

DONATE BLOOD




Ministry of Mines holds
collective ordination

Navy Pyi Taw, 10
April—Under the
auspices of Minister for
Mines Brig-Gen Ohn
Myint and wife Daw San
San, thefourth collective
ordination ceremony was
held in conjunction with
a ceremony to initiate
young women into nuns
at ThiriY adanaHall of the
Ministry of Mines here
this morning.

It was attended
by Minister for Mines
Brig-Gen Ohn Myint and

wife Daw San San,
directors-general  of
departments and
managing directors of
enterprises under the
ministry, officials, staff
members and their
families.

The congregation
received the Five Precepts
fromPresiding Sayadaw of
Nay Pyi Taw Thabye Aye
Mogok Vipassana
Dhamma Y eiktha
Kyaungtaik Kammathana-
cariya Bhaddanta

Computer courses
conclude

Nay Pvi Taw, 10April — TheBasic Computer

Gandamada

Next, members
of the Sangha recited
parittas.

After that, the
minister and wife
presented offertories and
K 100,000 to the
Presiding Sayadaw of

Nay Pyi Taw ThabyeAye
Mogok Vipassana
Dhamma Y eiktha

Kyaungtaik while heads
of departments presented
offertoriesto membersof
the Sangha.

Next, the Pre-
siding Sayadaw delivered
a sermon, and the
congregation led by the
minister and wife shared
merits gained.

MNA
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Minister for Progress of Border Areas
and National Races and Development
AffairstoursKayin, Mon States

Y anGoNn, 10 April—
Minister for Progress of
Border AreasandNational
Races and Development
Affairs Col Thein Nyunt,
Deputy Commander of
South-East Command
Brig-Gen Zaw Min,
Chairman of Kayin State
Peace and Development
Council Col Khin Kyu,
Directors-General and
officialsmet withthestaff
of Kawkareik Township
Development Affairs
Committee at the office
on 9 April and gave
necessary instructions
and fulfilled the
reguirements.

In Hpa-an, Principal
Daw Kyi Kyi Lwin of
domesticscience training

school for women
reported on work done.
Next, Vice-Principal
U Saw Chit Thein of
National Race Y ouths
Development Training
School briefed on
academicmattersandwork
being donetotheminister.
The minister fulfilled the
requirements and pro-
vided cash assistance.
Theminister met with
the staff of Progress of
Border AreasandNational
Races Department,
Development Affairs
Department, National
Race Youths Develop-
ment, Training School and
domestic science training
school for women.
Theminister and party

arrived in Thaton, Mon
State. Executiveofficer U
Aye Swe of Mawlamyine
Township Development
Affairs Committee
reported on arrangements
for water supply.

Theminister metwith
staff of Mawlamyine,
Thaton, Paung, Bilin and
Kyaikto Township
Development Affairs
Committees and gave
necessary instructions.

In Kyaikto Township
Development Affairs
Committee office,
Executive officer U Thet
Aungbriefedonurbanand
rural development tasks.
Theminister fulfilled the
requirements.

MNA

Course-3/2006-2007 and Computer Refresher Course
3/2006-2007 organized by Forest Department under
the Ministry of Forestry were concluded at the Forest
Research hall here this morning, with an address by
Minister for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung.

The minister and Director-General of Forest
Department U SoeWin Hlaing presented awardstothe
outstanding trainees. A trainee spoke words of thanks.
The six-week course was attended by 59 trainees.

MNA
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Minister Brig-Gen Thein Aung awards an
outstanding trainee. — FORESTRY
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Minister Col Thein Nyunt visits National Race Youths Development Training School
in Hpa-an. — PBANRDA
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Sub-power Station (Ingon) in

Kyaukse ingpected

o

)

NAay Pyi Taw, 10 April—Minister for
Electric Power No 2 Maj-Gen Khin Maung Myint
on 6 April heard a report presented by Township
Electric Engineer U Khin Maung Htwe on power
supply of Wundwin 33/11 KV Sub-power Station,
organizational set-up of staff and thesite chosen for
construction of the new sub-power station’ s office.

Next, the minister stressed the need for full
power supply to the public and looked into the site
chosen for construction of the new sub-power
station’s office.

Onarrival at the 132 KV Sub-power Station
(Ingon) in Kyaukse, the minister heard a report
presented by Head of the Sub-power Station U Hla
Tun on condition of the sub-power station, itspower
supply and requirements.

Later, Mandalay Division Electric Engineer
U Kyaw Thaung reported on arrangements for
regular power supply of the sub-power station and

4/11/07, 03:00 AM

linking of power lines.

Next, theminister called on officialsto take
stepsfor full power supply to Kyaukseregion asthe
region facilitated with mills and factoriesis making
progress and contributing to national development,
and inspected the use of five 33 KV Remote Control
Panels, installation of four 11 KV VCR Panels,
Switch Yard and the site chosen for building of
residences for service personnel.

After that, the minister inspected
construction of the new Kyaukse District Electric
Engineer Office and gave necessary instructions.

Atthebriefing hall of the500 KV Main Sub-
power Station (Belin) construction project, the
minister heard a report on the project and the
construction of residences for service personnel.

The minister gave instructions on timely
compl etion of theproject and meeting the set standard
andinspected thebuilding of staff residences.—MNA
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Mexico City’sartificial beaches welcome
nearly 100,000 visitors

Mexico CiTy, 10 April — The four free-of-charge artificial beaches in
M exico City haveattracted up t0 99,615 visitor sin recent fivedays, which has
been asignificant success, thecity’ sgover nancesecr etarytold aPressconference

on Monday.

No serious accidents
have taken place during
these days, though there
were some minor inci-
dents. The visitors have
enjoyed themselves and
got refreshed here, said
Jose Angel Vila, Mexi-
co City’s governance
Secretary.

The first of the four
artificial beaches, whichis
locatedinsouthernMexico
City’sVillaOlympica,was
openedon3April ,andthe
other three were opened
the next day.

At the request of
residents in the southwest
of thecity, afifthbeachwill

be open in Magdalena
Contrerasnextweek, which
will have a hdf-Olympic-
size swimming pool, a
playgroundfor childrenand
soccer fields, Vilasaid.

People are coming to
Mexico City from the
neighbouring states of
Puebla, Morelos and
Hidalgo, he added.

The beaches were
closed on Monday for
maintenance, butwill beopen
again on Tueday, and will
remainopentothepublictill
the end of the summer.

Mexico City’'s
National Autonomous

Polytechnic Ingtitute are
taking sand and water
samples to guarantee
cleanliness, Vilasaid.
Thefirstfour beaches
cost two million pesos
(180,000 US dollars) in
total. The project was
modeled on previous
artificial beach projectsin
France, Italy, Japan, the
CzechRepublic, Germany
and Hungary.
MNA/Xinhua

_x.

A girl dances during a beauty contest, part of the celebration for the
I nternational Roma Day in Karlovo, some 130km (80 miles) east of capital
Sofia, Bulgaria on 8 April , 2007. — INTERNET

Chopper carrying Filipino
senatorial candidate
crash-lands

University andtheNational

"!.[t‘
ko
N
-\

ManiLA, 10 April — A helicopter carrying an

NY apartment fireinjures 53,
including 14 firefighters

New York, 10 April — A firein a 17-storey

Bronxapartment buildinginjured 53 peopleSunday
night, including 14 New Y ork City firefighters, the

Two girlswearing -s?)ecially decorated

A A
hats during

Easter Day Parade at the 5th Avenuein
Manhattan, New York on 8 April , 2007. People
displayed their outfits with flowers, coloured eggs,
and animal shaped decorations while attending the
parade to celebrate the Easter. — XinHUA

influential Filipino politician and senatorial

. | candidate crash-landed Monday afternoon on a

rugged mountaintown inthenorthern Philippines,
dightly hurtingthreepassenger son board, said Air

Transportation Office (ATO) and police.

The ATO operation
centre in Manila said the
chartered R-44 chopper
left Manila domestic
airport for an election
campaign in the pro-
vince. The helicopter
encountered strong gusty
winds and heavy fog,
forcing him to crashland
theaircraft in avillagein
Mountain Province.

Ruling out sabotage,
police said on board was
pro-administration
senatorial candidate
Chavit Singson and his
two aides, who suffered
minor woundsin the head
and feet after the chopper
hit trees, rolled, and dlid
down upon descent along
the rugged terrains of the
village.

Singson is aso the
governor of the northern
provinceof Ilocos del Sur
and a close ally of
President Gloria Maca-
pagal Arroyo.

ATO said another
chartered helicopter was
sent to Bontoc to fetch
Singsonandhisparty back
to Manila

MNA/Xinhua

firedepartment said Monday.

Fve of the building's
ooccupants were srioudy in-
jured and two of themwerein
acitica condition, policesad.

According to the fire
department, an electrical
wireunder abed caused the
massve fire, which broke
outat8:43pmSunday (0043
GMT Monday) in the
building on East 175th
Street, in Mount Hope.

Residents said there
was some sort of explosion
before everyonetried to get

out by trying to clamber
down fire escapes, while
firefighters carried others
down laddersto sfety.

Ittook firefightersmore
than 90 minutes to get the
blaze under control.

Most of the injured
uffered from samoke inhda
tionassomeresdents, undble
to flee the burning building,
duffed towds under their
gpartment doors to keep out
the acrid amoke, authorities
sad. — MNA/Xinhua

Malaysian police bust major drug
trafficking syndicate

KuaLa Lumpur, 10 April — Malaysian police said Monday it has busted
amajor drug trafficking syndicate and seized 32 suspects.

Police crippled the syndicate,
suspected to have been active in the
Selangor, Johor and Kedah States, last
Saturday, following a series of raidsin
several states, seizing 80.6 kilos of ice

drug.

“This syndicate had a wide
international network and the drugs it
processed were for the Southeast Asian
market,” Narcotics Crimina Investi-
gation Department Director Abang Abdul
Wahab Abang Julai said at a Press
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conference here.

Amongthe32 peoplearrested, aged
between 20 and 63 years, some even
had overseas working experience as
chemists, the national news agency
Bernama reported.

Meanwhile, a large sum of cash
was seized during the operations,
including 3,650,100 ringgit (about 1.04
millionUSdollars), 327,000 Singapore
dollars (about 216,556 US dollars) and
220,000 US dollars. — MNA/Xinhua

A four-month-old polar bear plays with a minder at a Berlin zoo, on 8 April,
2007. Asthe only bear bornof artifical breeding in 30 yearsin Germany's

Z00s, it becomes the appleofeveryone's eye.—

4/11/07, 03:00 AM

XINHUA
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UK wishesto sign Treaty of
Amity, Cooperation with

ASEAN

ManiLA, 10 April — Britain isconsidering signing within the year the
Treaty of Amity and Cooperation (TAC) with the Association of South-East
Asian Nations (ASEAN), thelocal daily Philippine Daily Inquirer website on

Monday quoted a British official as saying.

Upon a visit to the | Alberto Romulo that
Philippines during the | London wants to sign the
Easter holiday, British | TAC before the ASEAN
Minister of State Kim | Charterisinplaceorbefore
Howells told Philippine | the European Union signs
Foreign AffairsSecretary 'it for its member-states,

A Great Blue Heron takes off from a residential
rooftop in Phoenix, Arizona, on 7 April , 2007. The
Great Blue Heron isthelargest heron in North
America with a wingspan of nearly seven feet.
Herons can be found throughout North America
and their habits are near sources of water.
Although there are man made lakes near Phoenix
itisunusual to seea Heron in thecity.
INTERNET

said the report.

The draft ASEAN
charter was presented
duringtheASEAN summit
in Cebu in January, andis
scheduledto becompleted
by July, discussed and
endorsed in November at
the next ASEAN summit
in Singapore.

Francebecamethefirst
EUmembertosigntheTAC
with ASEAN in January in
Cebu, which was regarded
as the first step for the
signatory state to formally
engage ASEAN. As a
preparatory step forjoining
ASEAN, Timor Leste dso
sgnedthe TACin January.

Signatories to TAC
also agree to engage the
10 ASEAN member-
states diplomatically and
never through force.

MNA/Xinhua
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Spaceflight participant Charles Simonyi of the USis seen through the hatch
of the Russian Soyuz TMA-10 spacecraft after docking with the I nternational
Space Station in this televised view from NASA TV on 9 April, 2007.
INTERNET

US Spacetourist dockswith
“ Space Station”

KoroLyv (Russia), 10 April — US spacetourist Charles Simonyi arrived
at thelnternational Space Station (I SS) on M onday with ahamper of gour met
food to spice up hisfellow cosmonauts space-food diet.

The capsule carrying Simonyi — | into position and then locking on to one
who paid 25 million US dollars for his | of the station’s ports.
trip into orbit — and two Russian “Wearevery happy to havereached
cosmonauts docked with the ISS two | the ... moment of docking,” said Alexel
daysafter they lifted off from aRussian | Krasnov, head of piloted flight with
launch pad in the Central Asian steppe. | Russia' s space agency Roskosmos.

Applause rang out at the Russian He said of Simonyi, the world's
mission control centre outside Moscow | fifth spacetourist: “It isvery niceto see
as live monitors showed the capsule | a person who has fulfilled his long-
withthethreemenonboard manoeuvring | standing dream.” — MNA/Reuters

Indonesian Air Force to
ground aging planes

JAKARTA, 10 April — The Indonesian Air Force
said on Monday it planned to ground aging planes
including British-made Hawk MK-53s and US-made
OV-10 Broncos while at the same time seeking
replacement from other countries.

“We are now preparing to change old jet fighter
Hawk MK-53s and training plane OV-10s whose
airworthiness expire in 2010,” Air Force Chief Air
Marshal Herman Prayitno told reporters here.

The Air Force currently has six Hawks and eight
Broncos, both will be above 30 years by 2010.

Prayitno said the Air Force has been contacting
planes manufacturersin China, Czech Republic, South
Korea and Brazil to select replacement for the two
types of airplane.

In an interview with English daily The Jakarta
Post published Monday, Prayitno said the current
condition of the Air Force's planesisthat lessthan 50
per cent are ready, on average.

“For example, of our 10 F-16 jet fighters, only
four areready tofly,” hesaid.

Hesaid over thenext 15to 20 years, the Air Force
will have at least 10 fighting squadrons from the
current seven squadrons. — MNA/Xinhua
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Archaeologists excavate past
gloriesfrom N China tombs

Honnot, 10 April — Archaeologistshave unearthed morethan 5,000itemsdating back 2,000 years
from a complex of 385 tombsuncovered at a construction sitein north China’sInner Mongolia Auto-

nomous Region.

The local cultural
relics and archaeology
authorities estimate the
tombs cover an area of
50,000 square metres
and must have been

constructed sometime
from the Warring States
period (475t0 221 BC) to
theY uanDynasty (1271to
1368).

They believe 285 of

the tombs belong to the
Warring States period, 43
belong to dynasties of the
Qin (221 to 207 BC) and
the Han (206 BC to 220),
13belongtotheWei (220

t0265) and theJin (265to
420), and 23 belong to the
Liao (916 to 1125) and
the Yuan.

Chen Yongzhi, vice-
director of the regional

Cast members Paris

conference for the television show “ The Simple Life 5” in Los Angeles

cultural relics and
archaeology indtitute, said
the Warring States tombs
areoblong shapedandwere
built in the middle and late
periods of the Warring
States.

Most of the Warring
States tombs were small
and simple, Chen said.

Judging from the
entombment process and
funerary objectsfound in
a large Warring States
tomb, the occupant might
have been a high-ranking
general, the expert said,
adding the funerary
objectsunearthedfromthe
tomb included bronze
weapons, acarnelian cup,
and a pottery jug and pot.

MNA/Xinhua
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Hilton (L) and Nicole Richie pose during a news

on 9 April, 2007. —I NTERNET

4/11/07, 03:00 AM
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV EASTERN FORTISVOY NO (-)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV EASTERN
FORTISVOY NO(-) arehereby notified that thevessel
has arrived on 9.4.2007 and cargo will be discharged
intothepremisesof B.S.W whereitwill lieat theconsig-
nee’ srisk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and
conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessel.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: S| MARITIME CO, LTD KOREA
Phone No: 256924/256914

Centrefor Human Resour ce Development
Yangon University of Foreign Languages

| nvitation for applications

1. The Centre for Human Resource Devel opment
(Yangon University of Foreign Languages) will be
opening Chinese, French, German, Japanese, Ko-
rean, Thai Language, French (Trandlation/Interpre-
tation) and Russian (Translation/Interpretation)
evening classes.

2. The opening date of the coursesis 7" May, 2007
and admission forms will be accepted beginning
from 23-4-07. Those who wish to receive further
information pleaseenquireat Y angon University of
Foreign Languages during office hours.

Ph 514371-extension-202
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Sarpay Beikman Book Shop, 529-53

B 01-381448, 249031
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MNews and Pericdicals Enterprise

Yangon B 294306
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of Information.

Now On Sale USD 3.00

31, Merchant Street, Yangon

Thabyaygon Market, Nay Pyi Taw

2, Theinbyu Street,

Aalls in Yangon.

Myanmar.
CLOSING DATE & TIME

MYANMAR IVANHOE COPPER COMPANY LIMITED
(TENDER NOTICE)

TENDER. IFB No. TRAQ7 (TRANSPORT SERVICEYS)
Supply of transport services for the transport of copper cathode, general cargoes, sulphuric acid and other
hazardous chemicals from/to the port of Yangon, MICCL’'s main warehouse at mine site in Monywa,

4" May 2007 at 4pm

Tender documents are available at the following address and queries can be done between 10 am to 4pm at
MICCL Y angon office before the tender closing date.

Myanmar |vanhoe Copper Company Limited
70 (1) Bo Chein Street, Pyay Road, Hlaing Township
Yangon Myanmar (Tel: (95) 1514194 to 7/ Fax: (95) 1 514208/ Email: miccl @miccl.com.mm)

Centrefor Human Resour ce Development
Yangon University of Foreign Languages

Notice

1. The Centre for Human Resource Development
(Yangon University of Foreign Languages) in collabora-
tionwith TOPA, 21% Century Language School, Tokyo,
Japan, will open the Japanese Language Specia Basic
Course No-34.

(@ Ingructors from TOPA, 218 Century Language
Schoal, Tokyo, Japan will serve as course instructors.

(b) Full-time Course (10 weeks, 200 hours)

(c) Course will start on 7" May, 2007.

(d) Thosewho passedthe BEHS Examinationinthe' A’
list or those who passed the matriculation examination
can apply.

2. Thosewho wishto receivefurther information please
enquire at Yangon University of Foreign Languages
during office hours.

Ph 514371-extension-202

HOLIDAY NOTICE

Iivered on payment of Holiday fees.

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

April 12"t021% 2007 beingthepublic Holidays,
wharves, warehouses and chellan office will be
closed. Goods will be received, shipped or de-

[ Bank Holidays

All Bankswill beclosed
on 12 April (Thursday) to
21t April (Saturday)
Myanmar New Year Holi-
days 2007, under the Nego-
tiable Instruments Act.

Central Bank of Myanmar

Six killed in Colombian
gas leak accident

Bocota, 9 April—Six members of a Colombian
family werekilled on Sunday whenagasleak occurred
in their house in southern Bogota, police said.

Antonio Sanchez, 35, hiswife Marlene Lopez, 32,
their three daughters, youngest of whom is only 12,
andtheir 11-year-old cousin, died after being poisoned
by the gas|eaked from the kitchen stove they used for
cooking.

“During the cooking process a spill put out the
stoves flame and allowed the fud to fill the family
home,” said Colonel Edgar Martinez.

MNA/Xinhua
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Fat ° counterswtamln C benefits

Lonpon, 8 April—Thepresenceof fat
in the stomach may override the anti-
cancer effects of vitamin C, research
suggests.

In laboratory experiments, a team at
the University of Glasgow simulated
what happens in the human stomach.

They found vitamin C (ascorbic acid)
mopped up potential cancer-causing
compounds that are made when saliva
and food mixes with stomach acid.

But when they added fat to the mix,
theascorbicacidcouldnolonger convert
thehazardouscompoundsinto safeones.

The scientists say their findings show
how diet might be linked to certain
stomach cancers.

Nitrite, whichis present in salivaand
comesfromnitratein our diet, isthought
to be able to trigger gastric cancer.

When it is swallowed and enters the
acidicenvironment of thestomach, nitrite
spontaneously formsnitrosating species,
and these are able to convert arange of
other stomach chemicals into potential
cancer-causing agents called N-

nitrosocompounds.

Antioxidantslikeascorbicacidprotect
against the formation of these
nitrosocompounds by converting the
nitrosating species into nitric oxide.

However, whenfatispresent, itreacts
withthenitricoxidetoreformnitrosating
species, the scientists found.

Lead author Emilie Combet said:
“Theseresults show that the presence of
lipid can markedly alter the protective
effects of antioxidants, and how a diet
richin fat can directly influence gastric
biochemistry.”

Internet

)

TRADE MARK CAUTION

PERKINS HOLDINGS
LIMITED, a British Company
of Eastfield, Peterborough,
PEl 5NA, England, is the
Owner of the following
Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 87872001
in respect of "Engines of all
types and parts and fittings
for engines of all types
(Class 7 & 12)".
Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the
said Trade Mark will be dealt
with according to law.
Win Mu Tin
M.A.H.G.P,DB.L.
for PERKINS HOLDINGS
LIMITED
P. 0. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 11 April 2007

Oranges are a good

source of VitaminC.

INTERNET

4/11/07, 03:00 AM
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TRADE MARK CAUTION NOTICE
UNION CARBIDE CHEMICALS & PLASTICS
TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION, a company
organized under the laws of the State of Delaware,
United States of America and having its principal
office at 39 Old Ridgebury Road, Danbury,
Connecticut 06817-0001, United States of America
is the owner and sole proprietor of the following
Trademarks:-

CELLOSIZE
Reg.No0s.4/3863/1998,4/2191/2004&4/2319/2004
Used in respect of:-“Industrial chemicals, namely,
hydroxyethyl cellulose”. (International Class 01)

CELLOSOLVE
Reg.No0s.4/3864/1998,4/2188/2004&4/2313/2004
Used in respect of:- “Industrial solvents”.
(International Class 01)

UCARSAN
Reg.No0s.4/3862/1998,4/2192/2004&4/2317/2004
Used in respect of:- “Pharmaceutical, veterinary and
sanitary preparations; dietetic substances adapted for
medical use, food for babies; plasters, materials for
dressings; material for stopping teeth, dental wax;
disinfectants; preparations for destroying vermin;
fungicides, herbicides”. (International Class 05)

TERGITOL
Reg.Nos.4/3861/1998,4/2193/200484/2318/2004
Used in respect of:-“Industrial chemicals, namely,
cleaning compositions, wetting out agents,
emulsifying agents, compositions for accelerating
the penetration of liquids into solid materials, and
agents for increasing the miscibility of liquids™.
(International Class 01)

Any unauthorized use, imitation, infringements or
fraudulent intentions of the above marks will be
dealt with according to law.

Tin Ohnmar Tun

B.A(LAW) LL.B, LLM(U.K)

P.O. Box. 109, Ph:248108/723043

(For Shearn Delamore & Co.,Malaysia)

Dated: 11 April,2007.

TRADEMARK CAUTION
PT. TEMPO SCAN PACIFIC
Tbk., a company incorporated
in Indonesiaat JI. HR. Rasuna
Said kavling 11, Jakarta 12950,
Indonesia is the Owner and
Sole Proprietor of the following
Trademarks:-

Reg : No.4/1564/2007

In respect of : Pharmaceuti-
cal preparations, medicine for
human purposes influenza
and/or common cold prepara-
tion, to relieve symptoms
such as runny nose, nasal
congestion, fever, headache,
and myalgia.

Reg : No.4/1565/2007
In respect of : Health supple-
ment for human health pur-
pose. Health supplement con-
taining vitamins and minerals,
to help to prevent and to make
correction of vitamins and
minerals deficiency. It also
beneficial in other conditions
like anemia, recovery state/
reconvalescence, supporting
healthy bone and teeth
growth in children.
Fraudulent imitation or unau-
thorized use of the said Trade-
marks shall be dealt with ac-
cording to law.
U Myint Lwin, Advocate,
LLB,DBL
Dip in Marine Affairs(UK)
MYINT Advocate@mptmail.netmm
Ph:371990 11.April.2007

TRADEMARK CAUTION

CANON KABUSHIKI KAISHA of
30-2, Shimomaruko 3-chome,
Ohta-ku, Tokyo, Japan is the
Owner and Sole Proprietor of the
following trademark -

PIXMA

(Reg. No. IV/2072/2004)

in respect of -

“Intl Class 9: printers, copying
machines, facsimile machines,
scanners; multifunctional machine
of the aforementioned goods;
accessories and  computer
software of the aforementioned
goods”.

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorized use or any other
infringement  whatsoever of this
trademark will be dealt with
according to law.

Thein Aung B.ScRLD.BL Advocate
MYANMAR TRADEMARK AND
PATENT LAW FIRM

E-mail: mtpip@mptmail.net.mm
Tel:254037 G.P.O Box:666
Yangon. 11 April 2007

JOB VACANCIES AT THE EMBASSY OF MALAYSIA
The Embassy of Malaysia is seeking to recruit the motivated &
committed persons of the highest integrity to work at the Embassy.

1. Security Guard - one post

a. Healthy; Male; Age ( 21 - 40 ) years

b. Minimum three years working experience

c. Able to speak English

2. Messenger - two posts

a. Healthy; Male; Age ( 21 - 35 ) years

b. Able to communicate in English

c¢. Holding a valid driving license

d. Previous working experience would be an advantage.

e. Cooperative, diligent & responsible persons

Please send your application with updated CV. the latest photos,
a copy of driving license (for messengers), other credentials and
references to the Head of Chancery, the Embassy of Malaysia,
No. 82, Pyidaungsu Yeiktha Road, Yangon before 27 April 2007.
Only those candidates with the interested qualifications and
experiences will be contacted for subsequent interview.

Canadian study: Memory pill

to bereality in future

Belang, 9 April — The world' s first memory pill
couldbeareadlity inthefutureafter Canadian scientists
identified a gene mutation in the brains of mice that
affected their memories, media reported on Monday.

The discovery was made when researchers
suppressed the activity of the genein mice beforethey
swam around a water maze, noting that altered mice
performed better. — Internet

Chlnesetalj |quan fights shingles

Chinese Taijiquan.—INTERNET

Belang , 9 April — A new study
suggests that Chinese martial art

affects the immune system, health
experts are encouraged by the positive
results. Oneinfivepeoplewho havehad
chickenpox will get shingles later in
life, usualy after age 50, and the risk

> increasesaspeopleget older,” said NIA

Director Richard J Hodes, MD “More
research is needed, but this study
suggests that thetaijiquan interven-
tion tested, in combination with

Heart disease: It’s

Beuing, 9 April — For
years, doctors have been
fightingtheperceptionthat
heart disease is a mainly
male affliction, but in fact
more than three-quarters
of American women will
get heart disease in their
lifetime. Heart diseasemay
kill more women than
cancer. Most women
aren't aware of the risk

for men

they face and even their
doctors are only just
beginningtorealizethere
are critical differences
between men’'s and
women'’s heart health.
According to an
AmericanHeart Associa-
tion study, initially done
in 1997, that found only
30 percent of womenwere
aware that heart disease

Heart disease.—INTERNET
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not just

and stroke were their
greatest health threats.
Part of thereasonheart
disease is so widespread
amongwomenisanctable
lack of research and
understanding among
doctorsof how thedisease
shows up in women, and
how it should be treated.
The most common
symptom of aheart attack
is chest pain or discom-
fort.But warning signs
also include pain or
discomfort elsewhere in
the upper body, including
the arms, back, neck or
stomach. Women in
particular may experience
shortness of breath,
exhaustion, nausea or
vomiting, and back or jaw
pain. — Internet

taijiquan offers benefits beyond
improving fitness and balance: It may
help prevent shingles, a painful skin
condition.

Thestudy ispublished inthe Journal
of the American Geriatrics Society
guoted by the media Monday.

Taijiquan, becoming increasingly
popular inthe West, iswell known asa
good low-impact exercise for older
people, but researchers at the National
Instituteon Aging (NIA) find that it can
also affect the immune system.

immunization, may enhance protection
of older adults from this painful con-
dition.”

One hundred and twelve healthy
adultstook part inthe study betweenthe
ages of 59 and 86. All participants had
previously had chickenpox.

For three months, half of the group
took part in taijiquanclasses, and the
other half attended health education
classes. Six monthsfollowing thestudy,
thetaijiquan group showed nearly twice
the immunity level to shinglesthan did
the health education group.— Internet

Though it remains unclear how it

v

US space tourist Charles Simonyi (L) and Martha Stewart meet during a
farewell ceremony at Baikonur Cosmodrome on 6 April , 2007. — XiNHUA

4/11/07, 03:00 AM
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Lonpon, 8 April—
Chelsea boss Jose
Mourinho has taunted
Manchester United man-
ager Sir Alex Ferguson
by claiming United are
"lucky" not to beplaying
the Blues next week.

Chelsea cut United's
lead at the top of the
Premiership to three
pointsat theweekend af-
ter beating Tottenham,
while United lost to
Portsmouith.

Mourinho said:
"United are very lucky
they don't have to play
here next week. Canyou
imagine them here next
weekend?

"That's the game
where they will dip up,
against us, so they're
very lucky."

The  Premiership
champions face relega-
tion-threatened West
Ham on 18 April, while

M ourinho baits Man Utd
over title

Mourinhoisrelishing
Man Utd'strip to
Stamford Bridge

United's next game is
at home to struggling
Sheffield United.

And the top two go
head-to-head at Stamford
Bridgeinthe penultimate
game of the season in a
match which may decide
thedegtination of thetitle.

Before this weekend's
games Ferguson had be-
moaned Tottenham get-
ting just 36 hours recov-
ery time from their Uefa
Cup quarter-final in
Seville.

When you think other
people are stupid it is not
agood quality.—Internet

Celta Vigo sack coach

Vazquezasrelegationlooms

MabriD, 10 April — Rel egation-haunted CeltaVigo
have sacked coach Fernando Vazquez.

"Celta have ended Vazquez' period as coach and
wouldliketothank himfor al thework hehasdone,” said
astatement ontheclub'swebsite (www.celtavigo.net) on
Monday. The Primera Ligateam acted after Sunday's
4-2 defeat at Recreativo Huelva left them third from
bottom with nine games left this season.

Celtahavetheworst homerecordintheleague, with
one win from 14 games at the Balaidos stadium.

In February, the board gave Vazquez their backing
after arun of 10 matches without victory, saying he
would remain as coach until the end of the season.

Vazquez, 52, joined the club in 2004 and led Celta
to promotion to the top flight in his first season.

Last year they finished sixthintheleagueto qualify
for the UEFA Cup.— MNA/Reuters

Manchester City's DaMarcus Beasley, centre,
scores hisside’ s 2nd goal against Fulham during
the English Premiership soccer match at Craven

Cottage, London on 9 April, 2007. —INTERNET

Arsenal’s ,.,_
Francesc
Febregas (L) ¢
fightsfor the
ball with
Newcastle
United's
Emreduring
their English
Premier
League
soccer match = »
in Newcastle *
on 9 April,
2007.
INTERNET

Chelsea boss paystribute
to magnificent Drogba

VaLENciA (Spain), 10
April — Manager Jose
Mourinho paid tribute to
Ivory Coast striker Didier
Drogbaontheeveof Chel-
sea's Champions League
quarterfinal second legin
Valencia

"He's more than a
goalscorer, he'sthe kind
of player who even if
he doesn't score still
makesan important con-
tribution," Mourinho
told a news conference
on Monday.

"Hiswork rateis unbe-
lievable. He's the kind of

Woods rues bogey-bogey finishes

Woods finished two shots behind
Johnson in a tie for second having
carded a72.

Lonbon, 9 April—An angry Tiger
Woodswasl|eft to regret mistakesmade
earlier in the tournament as everybody
at Augustareflected on Zach Johnson's | With that went his chance of athird
surprise win on Sunday. straight major title, a 13th career ma-

3 jor and afifth Green Jacket.
With his 72 matching his best round
this week, it was the first time Woods

Doctor says Maradona better
but has hard fight ahead

Buenos AlRres, 10 April — Argentine soccer great
Diego Maradona is responding well to treatment for
alcohol abuse, but hispersonal doctor said on Monday
the hardest part of hisrecovery hasjust begun.

A daily medical report on Monday said Maradona
was recovering from alcohol-induced hepatitis
but was till being sedated to ease his withdrawal

player | haveto play every
game...sothere'snorestfor
the boy. He's been mag-
nificent al season.”

Drogbascored Chel sea's
equalizerinlastweek's1-1
draw at Stamford Bridge,
taking histally for the sea
son to 30 godls, and also
played in the 1-0 win over
Tottenham Hotspur at the
weekend.

Mourinho said he could
not follow Vaencia coach
Quique Sanchez Flores
exampleby givinghislead-
ing striker a break.

"Quiquerestednearly all
of histeam at the weekend
and | couldn't afford to do
that," said the Portuguese
coach. "That's the differ-
encebetweenateamtrying
to win just the Champions
League and a team trying
to win everything.

"Weare(also) secondin
the Premier Leagueand in
the semifinals of the FA

Phil Mickelson helps Zach Johnson
into hiswinner's prize

in 1997.

failed to shoot at least one under-par
round at Augusta since winning here

"It wasalittlebit frustrating," he said.
"I just made a couple of mistakes out
there today."

Woods, however, was not the only
big name left disappointed by hisAu-
gusta effort, defending champion Phil
Mickelson saw his hoped-for Sunday
challenge come unstuck with a triple-
bogey at the 1st. —Internet

Cup."— MNA/Reuters

Benfica saved by last gasp Simao penalty

Lisson, 10 April — An
injury-time penalty by
Simao Sabrosaearned sec-
ond-placed Benficaa 2-2
draw at bottom club Beira
MarinthePortuguesePre-
mier League on Monday.

Champions Porto, who
crushedVitoriaSetubal 5-
1 on Friday, are three
pointsclear at thetopwith
56 from 24 matches.
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Sporting occupy third po-
sition on 52.

Winger Ratinho put
BeiraMar in front after a
goamouthscrambleinthe
23rd minute.

Benfica, who meet
Espanyol in their UEFA
Cup quarterfinal second
leg on Thursday, equal-
izedwithalong-rangeshot
by substitute Mantorras

after 83 minutes.

BeiraMar went back in
front when midfielder
Delibasicheadedinacross
from the left by winger
Mateus.

But Benfica levelled
again after Simao was
fouled and the Portuguese
international convertedthe
spot Kick.

MNA/Reuters

symptoms.— MNA/Reuters

102, too old for hole-in-one?
M cL ean says No!

Belaing , 9 April — Elsie McLean, a 102-year-old woman, surprised even
herself on Sunday that shemade ahole-in-oneonthepar-3, 100-yard fourth hole
at Bidwell Park in Cdifornia.

McL ean now isthe oldest golfer ever to make a hole-in-one on aregulation
course, surpassing a 2001 ace by a 101-year-old man in Florida.

T Becauseof theslopeof thegreen, McLean
and her partners couldn’t see where her ball
landed after sheteed off. Shethought shelost
her ball.

Her friends, Elizabeth Rake and Kathy
Crowder, found it in the cup.

"] said, ‘Oh, my Lord. It can’'t be true. It
can’'tbetrue.’ | wasso excited. Andthegirls
were absolutely overcome,” McLean said.
It was McLean’ sfirst ace.

bz DR | McLean, who has been featured in golf
T e magazines before, will appear on “ The To-
night Show with Jay Leno” on 24 April to
celebrate her accomplishment.

"For an old lady,” she said, “I still hit the

ElsieMcLean isplaying golf. | ball pretty good.”— Internet

4/11/07, 03:00 AM
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Vietham detected 568 cases of human
traffickingin 2years

Hanol, 10April —Vietham uncover ed 568 casesof traffickingwomen and children with thetotal victims
numbering 1, 518 from 2005 to 2006, accor ding to local newspaper Vietham Economic Times on Monday.

Inthetwo-year period,
Vietnamese police and
border forcesalso detained
790 people involving in
trafficking women and

children, and local courts
sentenced 58 people over
15yearsin prisonand 249
others between seven and
15 years in prison on the

chargeof humantrafficking,
the newspaper quoted a
report a a recent national
conference on anti-human
trafficking as saying.
Between 2005 and
2006, a total of 1,280
Vietnamese women and
children trafficked to
foreign countries managed
to come back home. Of the
returns, 122 were handled
viadiplomatic channels.

The Vietnamese
Government adopted four
projects on combating
trafficking of children and
women in the 2005-2010
period, which focus on
strengthening propagan
da and education on
preventing children and
women from being
trafficked in the com-
munity, intensifying fights
against human trafficking,

Weather Map of Myanmar and Neighbeuring Areas
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Miniger for | ndudry-2 ingoects
factoriesin Mon Sate

Y ancoN, 10 April — Minister for Industry-2 Maj-
Gen Saw Lwin and officials inspected the site for tyre
factory in Bilin Township on 7 April.

The minister gave instructions on survey of the
factory, coordination with departments concerned for
land ownership and construction of road to the
factory.

On 8 April, the minister insgpected Mayangon rubber
farm in Kyaikto Township. He discussed earning foreign

exchange, production of quality rubber, systematic
packaging, minimizing wastage and loss, extended
cultivation of high quality rubber and fire preventive
measures.

The minister adso inspected Mayantaung rubber
farm and cashew farm in Thaton Township. He visited
Thagara industrial zone yesterday. The minister
ingpected the construction of the factories.

MNA

( Fingerlingsto be sold for )
Myanmar New Year Day

Y AnGon, 10 April —To enable the peopleto
release fingerlings on 17 April (Myanmar New Y ear
Day), Yangon Divison Fisheries Camp (Hlawga),
Laydauntkan Camp and Kandawgyi Aquarium under
the Fisheries Department of the Ministry of Livestock
and Fisheries will sl fingerlings at Kaba Aye Hill
(Mingalar Kandawgyi), Shwepyitha Township
(Thadukan Pagoda), Shwedagon Pagoda(Thwaysekan)
inBahan Township, Tooth RelicPagoda, Kyauktawgyi
Pagoda, Aquarium (Fresh Water) (Kandawgyi).

Those wishing to buy more than 1,000
fingerlings in advance may dial 01-222962, 228624,

(211382, 635196, 611120, 708519 0r 555613. — MNA)
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- Thingyan Fegtival

to be marked upholding finetraditions |

NAY Pyi Taw, 10 April—The Maha Thingyan
Water Fedtival for this year falls between 13 and 16
April (between the 12th Waning of Hnaung Tagu and
the First Waxing of Kason in 1368 Myanmar Era).

Myanmar people have observed the Thingyan
Festival for morethan 1000yearsinaccordancewiththe
nationa characters such as performing meritorious
deeds, paying respects to ederly persons, enjoying
themselves in a peaceful way and showing amity and
forgiveness.

The government has designated the 10-day period
starting theday beforethe Eveof Thingyan (Akyo Day)

enablingthepeopletosplashwater oneachotherinfrolic,
cleanse pagodas and stupas, visit monasteriesto observe
Precepts, pay respectsto elderly personsand givefeasts
incharity andservicepersonne toenjoy restandrecreation
after working all-year round.

Now local authorities and responsible bodies are
making arrangementsfor thepeopleto participateinthe
forthcoming festival in a peaceful way without any
harm.

Previouswater festivals, theentirenation did not see
any undesirable consequences thanks to the people’s
upholding fine traditions and participants preventing

In the New Year festivals and water festivas of
some countries, many peoplelost their lives every year
due to excessive drinking and over-indulgence in
amusement and reckless driving.

In Thailand, 467 people were dead, 5,985 injured
along with 5,327 traffic accidents in last year's water
festival, and 449 peoplelost their livesin the 2007 New
Y ear period.

Therefore, the peopleare urged to uphold Do’ sand
Don'ts laid down by the authorities to avert evil
consequences and to enjoy themselves without any
harm during thisyear’ swater festival.
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Beling, 10 April — China’'s seas generated 2.09 trillion yuan
($270 billion), or just over 10 percent of grossdomestic product (GDP)
last year, accor dingtoareport on thecountry’ smarineeconomy in 2006.

Thereport, issued by the State Oceanic Administration (SOA),
said last year’s output value of marine industries, including fishing,
transport, oil and gasexploitation, tourism and shipbuilding, rose 13.97
percent year on year. Thegrowth ratewas 3.3 per centage pointshigher

than that of the country’s economy. —XINHUA
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astheNew Y ear vacation of theUnion of Myanmar for - their partners from violating the rules and regulations. MNA
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NLD attempting to harm interests
of the State and the people
73 member sof Kangyidaunt
Township NL D resgn

N %

Y ancoN, 10 April — Seventy three members of Kangyidaunt Township
National Leaguefor Democracy resigned from the party of their own accord on 16
March sending their resignation letters to NLD Headquarters and authorities.
Among thosewho quit the party were six membersof Kangyidaunt TownshipNLD
in Pathein Didtrict in Ayeyawady Division including U Win Tinand U Soe Myint
of Kunya Village (East), U Kan Win and U Kasin of KunyaVillage (West) and U
Shwe Dwe and U Kan Aye of Thabawngu Village; four from Khonzingon Village
including U Win Myaing and Daw Alice; three from Kyutan Villageincluding U
Saw KaleDeeand U Sit Aye; four including U Than Shein of Gwegon Villageand
U Win Sein and U Hla Htay of Lahakalu Village; four from Kanyuntkon Village
including U Stalinand U San Thaung; four from Y waygon VillageincludingU Tun
Kyaing and U Natali; three members comprising U Tha Hla of Migyoungtaya
Village, U Myo Khaing and U ShweMyaing of Magukyan Village; three members
fromBegarat Villageincluding U Thet Lwinand U Than Lwin; four membersfrom
Shwegon Villageincluding U Tin Tunand U San Toe; U NyoWinand U Tin Zaw
of Yway Village; and threemembersfromKyaiklat Villageincluding U ShweWin
and U Than Soe.

Inther letterssent to K angyidaunt Township Multi-party Democracy Generd
Election Sub-commission, they said they resigned from the party of their own volition
asthey had logt faith and interest inthe party aswell asitsleaderswho are attempting to
harm the interests of the State and the people, not doing mere party palitics — MNA
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