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Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects
construction of airport, university in Sittway

Roads and bridges constructed in Rakhine
State for ensuring better transport
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cialsandgaveinstructions
on regional development.
The commander
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Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than inspects construction of three-storey main building of Sittway University.— mMNA
Nay Pyi Taw, 19 | Minister Maj-Gen Thein . University near Bumay resource plays an impor- | main building of the uni-
Feb — Member of the SweandDirector-General | Village. tant role in building a | versityistobeconstructed
State Peace and Develop- | U Tun Hlaing of Depart- Acting Rector U | modern and developed | asahighquality structure.
ment Council Lt-Gen | ment of Civil Aviation | BaShwereportedonmat- | nation. Faculty members Theyingpectedthe

Khin Maung Than of the
Ministry of Defence, ac-
companied by Chairman
of Rakhine State PDC
Commander of Western
Command Brig-Gen
Maung Shein, Minister for
TransportMaj-GenThein
Swe and officials, in-
spected progress in con-
struction of the runway of
Sittway Airport yesterday
morning.
Commander
Brig-Gen Maung Shein,

reported onmattersrel ated
to the airport, the plan to
repavetherunway, exten-
sion of the apron and
progress of earth work.
Theplanisbeing
implemented to place as-
phalt on 6,000 feet by 150
feet runway, 525 feet by
75 feet taxi way and 600
feet by 300 feet apron.
Lt-Gen Khin
Maung Than and party
proceeded to the site for
construction of Sittway

ters concerning the uni-
versity, strengths of stu-
dents and faculty mem-
bers and training courses.

Sittway District
Senior Engineer U Khin
Maung Htweal so submit-
ted reports on construc-
tion of the three-storey
main building and other
lecture halls.

After fulfilling
the requirements of the
tasks, Lt-GenKhinMaung
Than said that the human

are to teach the new gen-
eration youth to become
the nation-building force
of the State. The talented
new generation youth are
to be nurtured, and the

sites for buildings in the
campus of the university.

At the hall of
Sittway Station, Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than met
with departmental offi-

reported on progress of
health, education, eco-
nomic and social sectors
of the state, and depart-
mental officials on their

respective sectors.
(See page 8)

(

The plan is being implemented to
place asphalt on 6,000 feet by 150 feet
runway, 525 feet by 75 feet taxi way and
600 feet by 300 feet apron.
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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

20-2-07NL 1

2/20/07, 2:08 AM



2 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Tuesday, 20 February, 2007

PERSPECTIVES

Tuesday, 20 February, 2007

New Phaungdawgyi Jetty in
Sittway contributingtotrade

and commerce

Better transport playsan important
role in developing a region. Easy access to
different regionscan bringabout swift com-
modity flow, thereby contributing to im-
provement of the socio-economic life of the
people.

Transport covers commer ce as well
as services. The government has therefore
built a network of roads and bridges for
better transport. In the meantime, it has
fulfilled the requirements of air transport
and water transport.

The new Phaungdawgyi Concrete
Jetty of Sittway Portin Rakhine State, oneof
therequirements, was opened on 18 Febru-
ary. The 120-year old jetty wasdestroyed in
2004 due to a cyclone. Since then, vessels
could not useit, resulting in poor transport
of goods and passengers.

The problem has now been solved
through opening of the new Phaungdawgyi
Jetty. The 4,000-ton vessels and seagoing
ships of neighbouring countries can now
dock at thejetty.

Asairways, roads and waterways of
Rakhine State are making progress, more
passengers and commodities can be trans-
ported. The opening of the new jetty in
Sittway has paved theway for development
of tradeand commer cein RakhineStateand
improvement of the socio-economic life of
the people.
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Opposethoserelying on external eements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

Bl
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Minister inspects roads,
bridges in Magway Division

NAY Pyi Taw, 19 Feb — Minister for Construc-
tion Maj-Gen Saw Tun and officials of Public Works
inspected road and bridge works on Gangaw-
Yemyetni Road in Gangaw on 15 February.

Gangaw District Senior Engineer U Maung Naing
and Magway Division Superintending Engineer U
Aung Kyaw Myint reported on work of Gangaw-
Htlin-Kyaukhtu Road.

The minister inspected Pakokku-Pauk-Kyaukhtu
Road, Seikphyu-Salin Road, Salin-Kanbya Road and
Pathein-Monywa-Padan-Kanbya Road.

The minister also inspected construction of Mone
Creek. The 940-foot suspension bridge can withstand
30 tons of load.—MNA

|lran’stop leader emphasizes
need to produce N-fuel

TeEHERAN, 19 Feb — Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on Saturday emphasized his
country’s need to produce nuclear fuel, saying its ail
and gas reserves would dry up eventually.

“Qil and gas resources will not last forever,”
Khamenei's speech was quoted by Iranian Sudent’s
News Agency (ISNA) as saying.

“1f acountry doesnot consider thisfact it will turn
to a dependent country for energy in the future,” the
Iranian supreme leader said.

Describing the nuclear issue as a “future-deter-
mining matter” for Iran, Khamenei criticized those
who had said that “nuclear energy isnot worth what it
was currently costing the country.”

“The only reason behind the powers’ objection
towards our peaceful nuclear programme is because
they wanttocontrol theworldenergy future,” Khamenel
said. Iran, theworld’ sfourth biggest producer of crude
and hasthe second largest natural gasreserves, saysit
needsto produce nuclear fuel asapeaceful, alternative
energy source.

However, the West has accused Iran of trying to
produce nuclear weapons under a civilian cover, a
charge denied by Teheran. — MNA/Xinhua
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Mayor attends desks and
cash donation ceremony
In Kawhmu Township

Y ANGON, 17
Feb—CEC members of
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Associationin
charge of Yangon Divi-
sion Mayor Brig-Gen
Aung Thein Lin and
Vice-Mayor Col Maung
Pa this morning attended
a ceremony to donate
desks to Wabalaukthauk
Village BEPS and
Kamapat Village BEPS
and present cash for con-
struction of Kyweluaing
Village BEPS held at
Khatawhmi Monastery in
Wabalaukthauk Village,
Kawhmu Township and
presented desks and cash.

After making a
speech, the mayor pre-

desks for Kamapat Vil-
lage BEPS through
Headmaster U Phone
Naing.

—~—

SWRR Minister attends

coor dination meeting of FSD

Y ANGON, 18 Feb— Minister for Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement Maj-Gen Maung Maung
Swe attended the coordination meeting of Fire Serv-
ices Department at its headquarters in Mayangon
Township this morning.

Also present at the meeting were Director-
General U Myint Tun of Fire Services Department,
deputy directors-general and officials.

At the meeting, the minister explained
progress of the State and guidance of the Head of
State.

Next, Director-General U Myint Tun re-
ported on tasks of the department, the Principal of
Central Fire Services Training School and heads of
State/Division FSDs briefed the minister on work
being carried out. The minister gave necessary in-
structions.

After the meeting, the minister inspected
laboratory equipment for the training school, power-
tillers and water pumps.—MNA

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin presents
desks to basic education primary schools in
Wabalaukthauk and Kamapat Villages,
Kawhmu Township.—mNA

X

sented 15 sets of desks
donated by Yangon Di-
vision USDA for
Wabalaukthauk Village
BEPS through Headmis-
tress Daw San San Yi and
the vice-mayor 15 sets of

Next, the mayor
present K 1.5 million for
construction of
Kyweluaing Village
BEPS and accepted 320
membership applica-
tions.

After that, U Tin

Aung of Wabalaukthauk
Village spoke words of
thanks.

Later, the vice-
mayor briefed of the five
rural development tasks
being implemented by
the government and the

ceremony ended.
After the cer-
emony, the mayor and
the vice-mayor met local
farmers and explained
works to be carried out
for regional develop-
ment.—MNA

Study shows mobiles can add significant valueto India’'s GDP

New DeLHi, 19 Feb — Mobile phones are not just
about getting connected, they can proveto be agreat
money spinner for the country’s economic health by
thevirtue of productivity gainsachieved by itsusers,
especially in a developing market like India.

According to a new study of three developing
markets— China, Indiaand Philippines— conducted
by global consultancy giant McKinsey, the economic
impact of all wireless activities on the economy of
these countries is up to four times of the combined
value of mobile operators.

2/20/07, 2:08 AM

Theoveral wirelessactivitiesin Indiacontributed
about 2 per cent to the country’ sGDPin 2005, the study
says, adding that this could rise considerably going
ahead as the mobile penetration was amere 7 per cent
in the year. Even a 2 percent contribution to the GDP
amounts to a whopping 14 billion US dollars, taking
into account aGDP of 700 billion US dollarsin 2005.

In markets like China and Philippines, where
wireless penetration is higher, the wireless activities
contributed 5 per cent and 7.5 per cent, respectively,
in 2005.—MNA/PTI



INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Hu Jintao meetsresidents of one
of China’spoorest provinces

LANzHOU, 18 Feb—
ChinesePresientHuJintao
market theeveof the'Y ear
of Boar by frying dough
twists, eating dumplings
and cutting paper window
decorations with poor
farmers in the barren
countryside of north-
western Gansu Province.

On early Saturday,
buses carrying Hu and
accompanying officials
rocked along the bumpy
mountainroadsto Daping
Village of Dingxi City in
Gansu where Hu once
visited in 1999 and

ordered local officials to
work hard on poverty
alleviation.

“Dear villagers, | come
to greet you ahappy new
year,” Husaid addressing
a crowd of farmers in
front of avillage house.”
| visited Daping eight
years ago. Today | am
very pleasedto seelotsof
changes. New houses are
ereced and plenty of food
isstored, whichshowsthe
livesof theDaping people
have really improved.”

Inavillager’ shome, Hu
sat with farmers and

children, asking about
grain production and the
family income.

Oneof thefarmersgave
thePresidenta full baseket
of potatoes, telling him
that like many others his
life had improved by
planting potatoes. The
Lunar New Y ear of 2007
which starts on 18
February, is also the year
of Boar. Tomost Chinese,
the pig is considered a
symbol of wealthand good
fortune—MNA/Xinhua
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Traditiohal Chinese decorations are seen on Changdian Temple Fair on the

|

Spring Festival in Beijing, on 18 Feb, 2007. —XINHUA

Buffalo ki

Isvillager

In Zimbabwe

HArARrRe, 18 Feb— A 71-year-old man in
Mashonaland West Provinceof Zimbabwewasgoredto
death by abuffalo on Tuesday as he collected clothing
itemsthat had been |eft by hiswife when shefled from
an earlier attack by the animal, police said on Friday.

Police said the man’ swife, SenziyaDewe, 45, was
attacked by the buffalo on her way home with her
daughters Brenda and Viola, who are 11 and 12 years
old respectively. The daughters escaped unhurt while
their mother was gored in the back but managed to run
home and informed her husband, who later decided to
go to thefield to collect a baby towel and other items
that had been scattered as the woman ran for life.

MNA/Xinhua

US troopsKilled in chopper crash

Lonpon, 18 Feb—Eight
UStroopshavebeenkilled
and 14 wounded in a
helicopter crash in south-
eastern Afghanistan, US-
led coalition forces say.

The Chinook came
down after the pilot
reported engine trouble.

The crash happened in
Zabul province, bordering
Pakistan. A coalition
statement saidthe Taleban
had been building up
forcesin the area.

Coalition and Nato
forces have lost severa
helicoptersin Afghanistan
inthe last few years, most
inaccidents. Initia reports

indicated that Sunday’s
crashwaspurely accidental.

“It was not enemy fire
related,” Col TomCallins,
of Nato's International
Security AssistanceForce

A US Chinook helicopter

(Isaf), was quoted by the
Associated Press news
agency as saying.

“The pilot was able to
radiointhat hewashaving
engine problems. We're

prep;r-éeto dingload a

damaged HMMWV at an undisclosed location in
Afghanistan in December 2003. —INTERNET

confidentitwasnot dueto
enemy action.”

However, a statement
issued by the US-led
coalition forces later on
Sunday did not specify the
reason for the crash.

It said the CH-47
helicopter had ”a sudden,
unexplained|ossof power
and control and crashedin
eastern Afghanistan”.

Italsosaidthat: “ Recent
reporting indicated a
Taleban build up for
operations against the
coalition forces in the
region.” There were 22
peopleonboard, including
the crew.—Internet

The latest string of
attacks are in the biggest
scale ever in the over-
three-year-longinsurgent
violence in Thailand’s
southern border region.

Security sourcestold
Xinhua that at least 29
bombingsandarsonswere
launched in Narathiwat,
Yala and Pattani and
Songkhla provinces on
Sunday night, killing six
persons. AnArmy officia
inYaaProvincewhowas
killedMonday morningby
a bomb believed to have
been planted on Sunday at
hishouse, added the death
toll to seven.

The blasts targeted
tourist and commercial
Eit& such as hotels and

[ Thai southern attacksKkill 7, injure over 50 -

Banckok, 19 Feb — Death toll from a string of bombing and arson
attacksacross Thailand’ ssouther nmost provincesthrough Sunday night till
early Monday, stood at seven, while over 50 others were injured, Thai
security officials said on Monday.

karaoke bars. In Yala
Provinceaone, 17 bombs
exploded, and another six
went off inthe province's
Betong district.

Bombings at a power
plant in Pattani Province
caused a blackout in the
provincial seat. Severa
public schools were
torched. Militantsal so shot
atmilitary, policeforcesand
villagers.

The attacks were
another fediva nightmare,
which came 50 days after a
gring of bombings hit the
capital Bangkok and its
suburb on New Year'sEve
by Western cdendar, which
killed three people and
injured some 40 others,
including foreigners. No

culprits have been arrested]
yel.

Thelnternal Security
Operation Command
(ISOC), which is in
charge of security in the
deep south, sent
helicopters to survey the
areas around Yala's
provincial seat. Special
armed forces have alsof
been dispatched to hunt
down the culprits, the
ISOC said.

Colonel Wichai
Thongdaeng, a military
spokesman, saidthe Army,
has sent additional troops
totheregion, wherenearly
2,000 peoplehavediedin|
therenewedviolencesince
early 2004.

MNA/Xi nhug
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Bomber kills 15 in Pakistani courtroom

QUETTA, Pakistan17 Feb, — A suicidebomber blew himself up Saturday
inacourthousein southwester n Pakistan, killing 15 others, includingajudge,
in the deadliest of a series of attacks that have struck the country in recent

weeks.

There is suspicion in
Pakistan that pro-Taiban
militants are targeting
sendtive Stes to undermine
the country’s support of the
United States, and an official
intheregionwhereSaturday’ s
attack took place hinted
a Afghaninvolvemen.

Saturday’s explosion
wounded 24 people and |eft
bloodied dothes and body
partsscatterednexttowrecked
furniture and shattered glass
in Quetta Didrict Courts. It
forced policedready ondert
to further tighten security
nationwide. “ Afghanshave
been involved in previous
such attacks here. | cannot
rule out their involvement
in today’s attack, but we
don’t haveany evidenceto

2/20/07, 2:08 AM

proveit,” JamMohammed
Yousaf, the top elected
official inBaluchistan, told
reporters in Quetta.
Relations between
thenelghbouring countries
have soured over Afghan
allegationsthat Pakistan is
supporting Tadiban mili-
tants who have escalated
their campaign of violence
intheneighbouring country
over thepast year. Pakistan
denieshelpingthemilitants
but acknowledges that
some operate from its soil.
Increasingly, it ap-
pears Pakistan itself has
become a battleground.
There have been about 10
bombings in the past
month, mostly inthetribal
northwest, but the capital

|slamabad has also been
targeted in suicide attacks
at itsinternational airport
and the Marriott Hotel.

Saturday’s blast in
Quetta, acitywhereTaliban
activists and leaders are
aleged to hide, was by far
the deadliest. The suicide
bomber “entered the
courtroom on foot and he
immediately exploded
himself,” Y ousaf said.

The blast killed Judge
Abdul Wahid, five lavyers
and some of therdatives of
prisonerswhowereontrid,
Yousaf sad. He could not
give details about the
prisoners identities or the
cases being heard. The
attacker died, dongwith 15
others. — Internet
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Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao sings on the eve of Chi

nese Lunar New Year, or
the Spring Festival with college studentsin Northeast University, Liaoning
Province. —XiNHUA

Pakistan, Indiato sign

deal on reducing
N-accident risks

IsLaMABAD, 18 Feb—
Pakistan and India are
likely toink anagreement
in Indian capital New
Delhi onnext Wednesday
for reducing risks of
nuclear accidents,
according to anewspaper

report of The News on
Saturday.

The details of the
agreement have been
finalized and the accord
will be signed in the
presence of foreign
ministers and secretaries

Weapons used in attack in

S-E Iran comefrom US

TeHERAN, 18 Feb— Explosive devices and
arsenalsusedinaterrorist attack inthesoutheastern
Iranian city of Zahedan on Wednesday camefrom
the United States, the semi-official Fars news
agency reported on Saturday.

Relevant documents, photographs and film
footage, which show that the explosives and
arsenals used in the attack were American, would
soon be made public, an “informed source” was
guoted as saying.

The source further pointed out that Jundallah,
a shadowy Sunni militant group, had several
plotsfor assassinating Sunni and tribal leadersto
sow discord and foment conflicts between the
Shiite and Sunni citizens in Sistan-Baluchestan
Province.

On Wednesday morning, an explosive-laden
car exploded in Zahedan as a bus, belonging to
ground forces of lran’s Revolutionary Guards
Corps, passed by, killing at least 11 people and
injuring 31 others.

Jundallah hasreportedly claimed responsibility
for the Wednesday attack.

Iran has blamed the group for past killings in
the area bordering Pakistan and Afghanistan.

MNA/Xinhua

NAE
e

Spain’s bullfighter
Pablo Hermoso de
Mendoza performs at
the Nuevo Progreso
bullfight Plaza,
on 18 Feb, 2007, in
Guadalajara, Mexico.

INTERNET

- J

of the two countries, said
the report, quoting “well-
placed sources’.

The newspaper notes
that diplomatic observers
are attaching great
importance to the pro-
posed agreement, terming
it @ major confidence-
building measure (CBM)
between Pakistan and
India.

According to the
agreement, in case any
nuclear mishaptakesplace
in any country, it would
immediately share with
the other so that no
confusion or misper-
ceptionshouldcomeinthe
way.

Thetwo sides will use
hotline in extreme
emergency, said the
report.— MNA/Xinhua

| ndian doctorsreturning
from Britain

LonpoN, 18 Feb—
With little prospect of
finding a job in Britain
due to changed im-
migration rules, an
estimated 5,000 Indian
doctors have returned to
their home country since
April and thousandsmore
will leave by August, the
British Association of
Physicians of Indian
Origin said Friday.

“Before 2004-05,
about 10,000doctorsfrom
India used to come every
year. Since the new
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immigration rules were
announced in April 20086,
according to rough
estimate 5,000 doctors
might have gone back,”
BAPIO spokesman
Raman Lakshman told
PTI.

“There are still more
than 10,000 doctors
affected here,” he said.

Earlier, Indiandoctors
could apply and get ajob
in the National Health
Service, the biggest
employer of medicos, after
passing the Professional

and Linguistic As-
sessment Board (PLAB)
test.

But under the new
immigration rules, the
employer hastoprovethat
they had no appropriate
candidates from Britain
and EU before offering it
tothenon-EU candidates.

Hesaidtherewouldbe
more problems after
August thisyear whenthe
government’s Moder-
nizing Medical Career
Processschemewould be
introduced.— MNA/PTI

USréj ectsinvesti

gator’s

Guantanamo visit request

Paris, 18 Feb — A
European investigator
probing alleged CIA
abuses of detainees said
on Friday the United
States has refused his
request to visit the
controversial US prison
at Guantanamo Bay in
Cubato talk to inmates.

Council of Europe
investigator Dick Marty
had planned to travel
to Guantanamo with
Manfred Nowak, United
Nations special rap-
porteur for torture, to

guestion detainees about
reports they were earlier
held in secret prisons in
Europe.

“The US sent a very
shortreply sayingthat they
couldn’ taccept hisrequest
to visit and talk to
inmates,” aspokesmanfor
the Council of Europe
said.

Over 20 mainly Eur-
opean countries colluded
in aweb of secret Central
Intelligence Agency
(CIA) jails and flight
transfers of terrorism
suspects stretching from
Asiato Guantanamo Bay,
Marty said in aJune 2006
report.

MNA/Reuters

d Actors Nicolas Cage
(L) and Eva Mendes
attend the world
premiere of Columbia
Pictures “ Ghost
Rider” after party at
Marquee, on 15 Feb
2007 in New York City.
“Ghost Rider,” a
Marvel comic adapted
for the silver screen,
blazed to the top of the

\North. — INTERNET
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ECONOMIC NEWS

China confirms 650 tons

of gold mine reserves

Belang, 19 Feb—
China’s gold mine
reserves increased more
than 650tonsin 2006, said
theNational Devel opment
and Reform Commission
(NDRC).

A recent report by the
NDRC said that for the
past few years in a row,
the amount of China's
newly confirmed gold
mine reserves has been
larger than that consumed
in the same period.

According to the
report, prospecting in
Yangshan Gold Mine of
northwest China's Gansu
Province made con-
siderableprogressin2006,
with a confirmed total
reserve of 258 tons,
making it China's largest
gold mine deposit.

For China's gold
industry, 2006 was ayear
of concentration. The
report said that through
mergers and acquisition
and the closing of unsafe
small mines, the number

of gold mines has been
reduced to fewer than
1,000. The top five gold
mining enterprises pro-
duce 40 per cent of the
country’s total gold
output, and hold over half
of thecountry’ sgoldmine
reserves.

In 2006 China

produced arecord high of
240.08 tons of gold, up
7.15 per cent year-on-
year. It plans to produce
260 tons of gold in 2007,
nearly 20 tons more than
last year, according to the
NDRC. — MNA/Xinhua
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Fireworks
explode over
the People's

Squarein

Giuyang,

capital of

southwest
China’s
Guizhou
-~ Province, on
18 Feb, 2007,
the New
Year’'s Day on
China’slunar

calendar.

INTERNET

L fisherman near a beach

bony fish in the world

Acranehaulsarare |
giant ocean sunfish out
of the water at a fishing

port in Zamboanga
City, southern
Philippines, on 18 Feb,
2007. The ocean
sunfish, which was
found dying by a local

in a remote town 30 km
(18.6 miles) east of
Zamboanga City, is
considered the largest

and usually weighs
more than a ton.
INTERNET

LA County pays heaV| ly for

Los ANGELES, 18
Feb— Bootleg DVDs,
CDs, prescription drugs
and other merchandise
such as handbags cost
nineindustriesacrossL os

AngelesCounty morethan
100,000 jobs and about
5.2 billion dollars in lost
salesin 2005, said a new
study.

Conducted by the Los
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Angeles County Econo-
mic Development Corp,
the motion picture
industry accounted for
about half the losses —
2.7 billion dollars —
followedby therecording
industry, which sustained
850millioninlosses, said
the study published on
Friday by theLosAngeles
Times on Friday.

“Every dollar lost to
piracy represents wages

piracy products

lost for the hardworking
familiesthat makethelL os
Angeles entertainment
industry the envy of the
world,” Los Angeles
Mayor Antonio Villarai-
gosa said in a statement.
MNA/Xinhua

SAFTA must include
Services, iInvestment

Muwgal, 19 Feb— India Saturday said South Asia
Free Trade Agreement (SAFTA) should include
servicesand investments, in order to enlargeits scope.

“Full implementation of SAFTA will catalyzeother
areasof economicintegration, including enlarging the
scopeof SAFTA toservicesandinvestments,” India's
External AffairsMinister Pranab Mukherjee said after
inaugurating the second SAARC Business Leaders
conclave organized by FICCI here.

“SAFTA canbeanimportant instrument to deepen
intra-regional trade if it is implemented in letter and

spirit,” he said.

Mukherjeeobservedthat regional integrationwould
provide opportunities of cooperation to address
problems of energy shortage, constraints of transit for
land-locked regions of the sub-continent and
overcoming high transaction costs due to poor

faclitation.

“Regional cooperation on transport and trade
facilitation can transform these land locked regions
into land-linked region. The SAARC Multimodal
Transport Study hasgivenimportant suggestionswhich
should be carried forward,” he said.

MNA/PTI

Carnival revellers
dressed as ' Peliqueiros
run through a street in

Spain’s northwestern
village of Laza, on 18
Feb, 2007.
‘Peliqueiros’, or
ancient tax collectors,
pursued villagers
through the streets
ringing their cowbells
and hitting villagers
with their sticks.
| NTERNET

Indonesia’s M erpati to lease
15 Chinese“M A-60" aircr aft

JAKARTA, 19 Feb —
Indonesia's state-run air
carrier Merpati Nusantara
plans to lease 15 MA-60
propeller planes from
Chinatoreplacetheaging
Fokker-27 mainly for
eastern routes in the
country, local Press said
Saturday.

Two of the 55-pas-
senger Chineseplanesare
expected to arrive in

April, reported major
national  newspaper
Kompas.

2/20/07, 2:08 AM

The leasing tariff is
reportedly 30 per cent
lower than other planes of
its class in the global
market and the Chinese
passengers planes have
lower operating costs
apart from MA-60,
Merpati will also lease 13
Boeing planes of the 737
series.

“With the additional
fleets, we expect to boost
passengers to 5.7 million
this year,” Merpati’'s
corporate secretary Irvan

Harijanto was quoted as
saying.

Merpati currently
operates 22 planes and
had 2.4 million pas-
sengers last year, a tiny
share from the national
figure of some 34 million
passengers in 2006.

I[rvan said the
government would inject
a fund of 450 billion
rupiah (about49.7 million
US dollars) for the
leasing.

MNA/Xinhua
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A worker of the Hyundai Motor Co walksinside a showroom in Seoul, South

Korea in this 12 May, 2004 file photo. Hyundai Motor Co, the world’s sixth-

largest automaker, on 19 Feb, 2007, denied a British newspaper report that it
isinterested in acquiring Chrysler, the US unit of German automaker

WasHINGTON,19 Feb —
Leading US Democrats
vowed on Sunday to seek
a revision in President
George W Bush's 2002
authorizationtowagewar
in Irag, as away to raise
pressure for a change in
strategy.

Undeterred by Senate
Republicanswho blocked
a resolution opposing
Bush's troop buildup in
Irag, Democratsin control
of Congress pledged to
challenge Bush anew by
seekingamandatethat the
mission of UStroopsdoes

not include interceding in
acivil war.

“We'll be looking at
modification of that (war)
authorization in order to
[imit the mission of
American troops to a
support missioninstead of
acombat mission,” Senate
Armed Services Com-
mittee Chairman Carl
Levin,aMichigan Demo-
crat told “Fox News

Democrats vow new challengeto
Bush over Iraq

Sunday”.

With the safety of US
troops already in Iraq at
stake, Levinsaidtherewas
little appetitein Congress
to end funding for the
unpopular war.

Thewar, fuelled by an
unrelenting insurgency
and sectarian violence,
already dominates the
2008 White House race.

MNA/Reuters

L anddlide
killsseven in

cetral Java

JAKARTA, 19 Feb— At
least seven residents of
Tanjungsari and Pasangsari
villagesinMagdangDidtrict
of Indonesia s Central Java
Province, were killed in a
landdide on Sunday.

Besdesthefatdlities, four
others were wounded and
three remained missing in
the disaster, Antara news
agency quoted Tanjungsari
village head Sapari as
saying. Rescueworkershed
evacuated the dead and the
wounded victims, he sad,
adding that the rescuers
would continue to search
for Maskun, Juri and
Sururi.

MNA/Xinhua

DaimlerChrysler. —INTERNET

Y W

“\L NO 4, Anomtk

Suzlckm CASE ;

A protester displays a placard during a protest outside the US Embassy in
Manila, on 19 Feb, 2007 to denounce the opening of US-Philippines military
exercisesin Jolo, Sulu, southern Philippines. The United States and the
Philippines began annual war games on Monday with the focus this year on
maritime threats including piracy, seajackings and terrorists slipping across

porous borders— INTERNET

Mummified body in front
of blaring TV found in US

NeEw York, 18 Feb — Police called to a Long
Island man’s house discovered the mummified
remainsof theresident, dead for morethan ayear,
sitting in front of a blaring television set.

The 70-year-old Ham-
pton Bays, New York,
resident, identified as
Vincenzo Ricardo, ap-
peared to have died of
natural causes. Police said
on Saturday his body was
discovered on Thursday
when they were cdled to
thehouseover aburstwater
pipe.

“You could see his
face. He still had hair on
his head,” Newsday
guoted morgue assistant
Jeff Bacchus as saying.

The home’'s low
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humidity had preserved
the body.

Officials could not
explain why the elec-
tricity had not been
turned off, considering
Ricardo had not been
heard from since Decem-
ber 2005.

Neighbours said when
they had not seenRicardo,
who was diabetic and had
been blind for years, they
assumed he was in the
hospital or a long-term
care facility.

MNA/Reuters

\

ParisHilton arrives at her birthday celebration at
Body English inside the Hard Rock Hotel &
Casinoin Las Vegason 17 Feb, 2007. —INTERNET

2/20/07, 2:08 AM

' K osovo independence would |

have bad fallout

Moscow, 18 Feb — Independencefor the Serbian
province of Kosovo would cause serious problems
for the Balkans and beyond, news agencies quoted
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov assaying on Friday.

“Asfar asKosovoisconcerned, weare convinced
that granting the province independence will have
the most negative consequences for that region and
for Europeasawhole,” Interfax newsagency quoted
Lavrov as saying.

A United Nations envoy has proposed a plan,
backed by theUnited Statesand Europe, for Kosovo's
future status which would set it on the path to
independence. Russia, Serbia shistorically, hassaid
it hasdoubtsabout the plan and may useitsvetointhe
UN Security Council to block it. — MNA/Reuters

10 killed in road accident in

central Thailand

BaNgkok, 18 Feb— At least 10 peoplewerekilled
and three othersinjured on Saturday when apick-up
truck andan 18-whee! coal truck collidedin Thailand’s
central province of Ayutthaya.

Thevictims, eight menand twowomen, wereriding
in the back of the pi ck-up truck in Ayutthaya, police
said. After the crash, the pick-up truck fell into a
shallow canal. The police havelaunched investigation
into the reason of the accident. — MNA/Xinhua

Freed Filipino seamen

arrive home from Nigeria

ManILA, 18 Feb — Twenty-four Filipino seamen
freed by kidnappersinNigeriaarrivedhereon Saturday
night, alocal radioreported. AfterlandingattheNinoy
Aquino International Airport, the 24 seamen met
President GloriaMacapaga-Arroyo and members of
their familiesin the Presidential Palace, radio DZBB
reported. All 24 Filipino seamen were released on
Tuesday by militants in Nigeria after 24 days in
captivity. TheFilipinoswereemployeesof aGerman-
owned cargo ship.— MNA/Xinhua

Onekilled, 18 injured in

road accident in HK

Hong Kong, 18 Febh — A man waskilled and 18
othersinjuredinaroad accident around 9 am Saturday
in atunnel northwest of Hong Kong.

According to local TV station, a truck collided
with a bus Saturday morning in Tai Lam Tunnel in
New Territories of Hong Kong, ripping open the
front of the double-deck bus and two passengers
| were thrown out of the bus. — MNA/Xinhua




Germany chidesUSmoveon
anti-missle shidd
BerLIN, 19 Feb — German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier

criticized the United States on Sunday in a rare public rebuke for failing to
inform Russia of an offer to build an anti-missile base on Polish soil.

In an interview to
appear in Monday's
Handel sblatt daily,
Steinmeier said it wasvita
to keep dl partners fully
informed due to the
sensitive nature of the
project.

“Becausethe dtesfor
the stationing are quite
near Russia, one should
have talked about it with
Russia beforehand,”
Steinmeier said in remarks
released ahead of pub-
lication.

“In view of the
strategic nature of this sort
of project, | urge one to
act with caution and to
engage in an intensive
dialogue with all the
partners directly and
indirectly involved,” he
added.

Steinmeier, aleader
in the Social Democrats
(SPD), was chief of staff
under former chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder — a
close ally of Russian
President Vladimir Putin
and an outspoken
opponent  of  the
2003 US-led invasion of
Irag.

The United States
has asked Poland and the
neighbouring Czech
Republic to host
elements of its multi-
billion dollar global
defence system designed

to counter

Washington calls rogue
states.

would supplement exigting

Alaska and Cdliforniaand

from the Middle and Far

threatened to

missiles
potentially fired by what
The Polish base

missile-shield instal-
lations in the US dates of

intercept hostile missiles

East.

has
install

Russia

medium-range ballistic
missiles in its
Bdtic Kainingrad Region
neighbouring northern
Poland if Warsaw agrees
to host the US base in its

territory.
New Polish Defence
Minister Aleksander

Szczyglo said on Sunday
Poland would reply
within two weeks to the
US offer.

MNA/Reuters
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Malaysian Prime
Minister Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi
has called for unity
among his
country' s many
races asits ethnic
Chinese minority
celebrated the
Lunar New Year
amid arobust
economic outlook.
INTERNET

Nikolay Vlasov, head of
veterinary surveillance at
Russia’ sanimal and plant

health watchdog
Rosselkhoznadzor, speaks
during an interviewin
Moscow on 19 Feb, 2007.
Health officials confirmed
on Monday that a bird flu

outbreak near Moscow was

caused by a H5N1 strain
that can theoretically kill
humans. — INTERNET

w e

Two Russan bird flu cases
confirmed asH5N1

Moscow, 19 Feb —
Two cases of bird flu in
Russia have been

confirmed as being the
deadly H5N1 strain,
Russia’ s animal and plant

health watchdog said on
Saturday.

“It was confirmed
as H5N1,” said Alexel
Alexeyenko, Press
secretary for Rossel-
khoznadzor.

The pogitive tests refer
to the first two cases found

on Friday night. “ Tomorrow
we will do more tests and
be dble to determine how
dangerous the virus is”
Alexeyenko sad.

No human cases of
bird flu have been
recorded in Russia.

MNA/Reuters

Tonsof firaworksdebrisremoved from
Bajing'ssredas
BelainG, 19 Feb — Sanitation workers removed more than 900 tons of

fireworksdebrisin the Chinese capital after residentscelebrated the Eve of the
Chinese Lunar New Year, themost important festival in China.

According to the
Beijing Municipal Ad-
ministration Commission,
some 16,000 sanitation
workers spent the whole
night on Saturday
collecting tattered red
paper and cardboard
casings from spent
fireworkson 2,698 streets
in the city.

Fireworksare part of
traditional celebrations
marking the Chinese
Lunar New Year, also
knownasSpring Festival,
whichfallson Sunday this
year.

Since Bdijing lifted a
12-year ban in 2006,
fireworkshavemadeal oud
returntothecity, withsales
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Vidtorsgtroll at atemplefair in Beijing, as part of Chinese Lunar New Year

festivities, on 19 Feb, 2007. — INTERNET
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increasing sharply this
year to 380,000 boxes,
compared with 240,000
boxes last year, according
to a municipal public
security officid.

Sanitation workers
started Saturday night
sweeping debris of
firecrackersignited on the
eveof theLunar New Y ear
asthemunicipal authorities
had ordered an early clean-
up.

One person was
confirmed dead and
more than 100 others
were injured when
setting off fireworks to
celebrate the Eve of the
Chinese Lunar New
Y ear in Beijing.

Busfallsoff bridgein India,
24 feared drowned

BHuBANESWAR, (Indi@), 19 Feb — Four people
drowned and 20 more were feared dead after abusin
eastern Indiafell into ariver after colliding with atruck

on Saturday, police said.

The accident took place on bridge in Keonjhar
Didtrict 270kilometres(170miles) northof Bhubaneswar,

capital of Orissa State.

“Atleast 20 (more) peopl e could have drowned after
thebusfel into theriver,” Bijoy Murmu, asenior police

officid said from Keonjhar.

Around 30 peoplewererescued but 15 of themwere
in critical condition at alocal hospital. There were well
over 50 peoplein the bus, police said.

Buses and trucks are often driven recklessely in
India, where highway regulations are regularly

flouted. — MNA/Reuters

Twokilled in Kazakh
fighter jet crash

ALmATY, 19 Feb—TwoKazaekhmilitary officers
werekilled on Saturday when their fighter jet crashed on
landing in the city of Karaganda, amilitary sourcetold

Reuters.

“A captain and a mgjor died when the plane
crashed approaching Karaganda after atraining flight,”

the source said.

He said the plane was an MiG-31B fighter j,
but gave no further detail sabout what might have caused

the crash.

Karaganda, in central Kazakhstan, isabout 200
kilometres (125 miles) southeast of the Central Asian

MNA/Xinhua | country’s capital, Astana. — MNA/Reuters
The best timeto plant atree was
20 year s ago.

Second best timeis now.

2/20/07, 2:08 AM
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Commander attendsdinner to
mar k Pongal Festival of AMTHF

YAancGon, 19 Feb
— A dinner to mark
Ponga Festival, organized
by All Myanmar Tamil
Hindu Foundation (HQ)
was held on the lawns of
Dusit Inya Lake Hotel,
Mayangon Township
yesterday.

First, Chairman
of YangonDivisionPeace
and Development Council
Commander Mgj-GenHla
Htay Winlitanoil lampto
open the ceremony.

Present at the
dinner were Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-
Gen ThuraMyint Maung,
Indian Ambassador to
Myanmar Mr Bhaskar
Kumar Mitra, heads of
department of the
ministry, the chairman of
Union of Myanmar
Federation of Chambers
of Commerce and
Industry andthesecretary,
managing director Dr
Simon of Stevan’ sCorner
Restaurants Group and
members of Malaysian
cultural troupe, chairman
of AMTHF U Zaw Zaw

J 24

Commander Maj-Gen Hla Ht

=
‘3‘.—93#‘.—323‘3§§%

Sipr

ay Win and Minister Brig-Gen Thura

Myint Maung lit oil lamp to mark Pongal Festival.—mNA

Naing and executives,
chairman of organizing
the ceremony U Thein
Lwin and the members,
Tamil Hindusand guests.

First, Commander
Mgj-GenHlaHtay Winand
Minister for Religious
Affairs Brig-Gen Thura

Myint Maung, Indian
Ambassador to Myanmar
Mr Bhaskar Kumar Mitra
andchairmanUWinMyint
of UMFCCI lit oil lamps.

Next, officialsof
AMTHF explained the
purpose of the ceremony
in Myanmar, Tamil and

English languages and
those present enjoyed the
dinner.

During and after
thedinner, cultural troupe
of AMTHFandMalaysian
Tamil-Hindu cultural
memberspresented songs
and dances. — MNA

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than
Inspects construction of
airport, university...

(frompage 1)

In his speech, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than said
that over 1.205 million acres of monsoon paddy have
been cultivated in Rakhine Statefor 2006-07. Acresof
summer paddy, pea and edible oil crops increased.
Hence, it isnecessary to utilize quality strains of crop
and apply agricultural technology. Concerted efforts
areto be made for cultivation of pepper and rubber to
meet the target of 100,000 acres and for growing
500,000 acres of physic nut within three years. Fur-
thermore, tasks are to be carried out for boosting
production of prawn from 150,000 acresof ponds. Itis
known to al that roads and bridges have been con-
structed in Rakhine State for ensuring better transport.
In conclusion, local authorities and departmental per-
sonnel are to join hands with the local people for
undertaking development of the nation including
Rakhine State with Union Spirit.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than and party paid
homage to Lawkananda Pagoda in Sittway and in-
spected renovation tasks. They also paid obeisanceto
Atulamarazein Pyilonchantha Pagoda. — MNA

English and Computer Course No 2/ 2007
concludes

YancoN, 19 Feb—A conclusion ceremony of
Englishand Computer CourseNo 2/ 2007 organized
by Y angon East District Maternal and Child Welfare
Supervisory Committeeand International Language
and Business Center (ILBC) was held at theILBC
building in Tamway Township this morning.

First, Chairpersonof YangonDivision Maternal
and Child Welfare Supervisory Committee Daw

Mar Mar Wai made aspeech and accepted K 600,000
donated by wellwishers.

Next, Managing Director U Tin Maung Win of
ILBC also spoke. Principal U Lay Maung gave
completion certificates to thetrainees. Chairperson
of Yangon East District Maternal and Child Welfare
Supervisory Committee Daw Thaung Myapresented
giftsto theinstructors. — MNA

Lt-Gen Myint Swe
Visits...

(from page 16)
the staff for their effort for earlier completion of pro-
duction and renovation of locomotives and other ma-
chinery parts.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Myint Swe inspected produc-
tion of new locomotives, repair of old ones, 35 items
of machine parts produced by Myanma Railways, 40
items of machine parts produced by private entrepre-
neurs, five items of machine parts produced by the
Ministry of Industry-2, two items of machine parts
produced by the Ministry of Science and Technology,
38 items of dectric goods produced by private compar
nies, 25 Ton Lifting Jack and the traction shop and
repair of motors and generators. Later, Lt-Gen Myint
Swe left necessary ingtructions. — MNA

Chirac awardshigh French
order to Clint Eastwood

Paris, 19 Feb — President Jacques Chirac
awar ded the L egion d’Honneur order to actor and
director Clint Eastwood on Saturday, calling his

1000-mile cyclistsarrivein Mandalay

Y anGoN, 19 Feb
— Min Min Han (A&]I)
was the first among the
cyclists of 1000-mile
Yangon-Pyay-
Mandalay-Y angon race
arriving in Mandalay

today on the seventh day
of the competition.

He received a
prize of K 65,000, and
the runner-up, Kyaw
Kyaw Oo (Flamingo),
got K 40,000. The third

prize of K 20,000 went
to Zaw Min Tun of Shan

State (South).
Cyclists will
ride to Meiktila

tomorrow on the eighth
day of the competition

sponsored by Myanmar
Cycling Federationwith
the assistance of
Myanmar Olympic
Committee and the
Ministry of Sports.
MNA

Beans and Pulses and Sesame
mer chants to hold meeting

Y ANGON, 19
Feb— The 14th annual
meeting of Myanmar
Beans and Pulses and
Sesame Merchants
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Association will beheld
on the first floor of
UMFCCI office tower
on Minyekyawswa
Road in Lanmadaw

township 24
February.

A workshop on
boosting production of

beans and pulses and

on

sesamewill alsobe held.
Members are requested
to attend the workshop
without fail.

H

2/20/07, 2:08 AM

latest filmslessonsin humanity.

“At this side of
the Atlantic ... you
embody the best of
Hollywood. In France,
your filmsmovemillions
of viewers because they
are strong without being
simplistic, lucid without
beingcynical,” hetoldthe
76-year-old American
during a ceremony at the
Elysee Palace.

Chirac said
Eastwood's latest films
“Flagsof Our Fathers’ and
“Letters from lwo Jima’
showed the impasse that
can follow from the blind
use of force.

“This warning,
whichisagood lessonin
humanity, evokes a
special echo in our
conscience,” Chiracsaid.

He wished
successfor “Lettersfrom
Iwo Jima’, which will be
released in France next
week.

The Legion of
Honour is France's
highest order and hasfive
classes. Eastwood was
awarded the lowest rank
— that of knight. The
order was first awarded
by Napoleon Bonaparte
in 1804. —MNA/Reuters



USDA CEC member inspects
regional development in
Ingapu Township

Nay PviTaw, 19 Feb—CEC Member of theUnion
Solidarity and Development Association Minister for
Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aungon 17 February morning
attended the ceremony to share merits gained for
Sasanavottikari Ordination Hall renovated by USDA
held at Laygyi Village in Ingapu Township, and
presented offertories to members of the Sangha.

In the afternoon, the CEC member inspected
construction of anew building for Tatsu Village BEPS
and made cash donation.

Afterwards, the CEC member looked into the
requirements for renovation of Mezaligon Village
BEPS and presented K 2.5 million.

In the evening, he inspected the construction of a
new building for Ingapu Township People’ s Hospital
and attended to the needs.

On 18 February morning, he looked into the
construction of new buildings for Gwaygon Village
BEPSand Naukmi Village BEPSwith the supervision
of USDAs.

Onarrival at Yaylegyun Village BEMS (Branch),
the CEC member looked into the requirements for
renovation of the school and made cash donation.

Next, he proceeded to Nankatgyi Village BEHS
(Branch) anddonated K 1.7 milliontogether withwell-
wishers—MNA
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Students, outstanding disabled

Yancon, 19 Feb —
Ceremoniesto honour the
students who had passed
the matriculation
examination in 2005-2006
academic year and
outstanding disabled
persons who had won
prizes in
competitions from
respectivetraining schools
under the Ministry of
Social Welfare, Relief and
Resettlement and donate
cash were held at the hall
of Kyimyindine School for
the Blind yesterday.

First, the blind
students opened the
ceremony by singing a
song.

Next, Minister for
Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement Maj-
Gen Maung Maung Swe
made a speech on the
occasion.

sports

Maj-Gen Maung Maung Swe and wife present K 100,000 for
Kyimyindine School for the Blind. — mMNA

Afterwards, donors
presented K 2.61 million
to students and
outstanding disabled
persons.

Next, Minister Mgj-

Education Technology Course No 2 opens

YANGON, 19 Feb — A ceremony to open an
Education Technology Special CourseNo 2, organized
by the Ministry of Education, was held at the
Convocation Hall of Mandalay University yesterday,
with an address by Minister for Education Dr Chan
Nyein.

Present onthe occasionweredirectors-general of
departments and responsible personnel, rectors of
universities, the pro-rector of Sagaing Education

Gen Maung Maung Swe,
leader of Working Group
of Rehabilitation and
Reintegration of Myanmar
Women's Affairs
Federation Daw Tin Tin
Nweand Director-General
of Social Welfare
Department U Sit Myaing

gaveaway honorary prizes
to Mr Jmbo and wife of
Ko Ko Ro Volunteer
Group.

The ceremony ended
after theminister and wife
presented K 100,000 to
the students of the school
for the blind. — MNA

University, professors, affiliated professors, lecturers

and trainees.

The trainees attending the course totalled 615.

A similar ceremony was held at the
Convaocation Hall of Y angon University yesterday,
with an address by Deputy Minister for Education

U Myo Nyunt.

A total of 538 are attending the course.

MNA

YaNcoNn, 19
Feb — Yangon East
District Court sentenced
one human trafficker to
life imprisonment and
his two brothers to ten
years' imprisonment
each on 7 February.
The case was that
Win Naing Oo (a)
Ange Lay, son of U
Win Aung, of Ward 2
of Dagon Myothit

(East) Township took six
persons— three women
and two children of the
same township and one
woman of Dagon
Myothit (North)
Township—to the other
country and trafficked in
them. He was arrested on
2 February 2006.
According to the
investigation, Win Naing
Oo deceived two women

Win Naing Oo (a)
Ange Lay. — mFP

Kyaw Win Than.
MFP

-

(One human trafficker sentenced to life imprisonment,\
two othersten years imprisonment each

of the same township and
one from Dagon Myothit
(North) Township in
December 2005 telling
them that they would get
well-paid jobs in a store
in Muse. Hetrafficked in
them to get married with
men from the other
country by force.

Kyaw Win Than and
Myo Naing Oo (a) Ko
Myo, brothers of Win

Myo Naing Oo (a)
Ko Myo. — wFp

Naing Oo, got involved
in human trafficking.
About a week later,
Win Naing Oo took one
woman and two
children from Dagon
Myothit (East)
Township to the other
country again. He was

Yangon Div USDA holds
extemporetalks

Y ANGON, 18 Feb— Asagestureof hailingthe62nd
Anniversary Armed Forces Day, Yangon Division
Union Solidarity and Development Association
organized extemporetalks at the association in Bahan
Township today.

Yangon Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin
delivered an address and accepted K 100,000, each
donated by U Nyi Nyi of Cairo Tailor and Construction,
and Managing Director U Maung Maung of Phoenix
Group Int’l Co.

Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa presented prizes to
Maung Kyaw Kyaw Htoo who stood first, Ma Phyu
Phyu Nyunt second and MaWint War Tunthirdinthe
extempore talks.

Secretary of Yangon Division USDA U Aye
Myint presented giftsto'Y angon East District Education
Officer U Tint Lwin and the ceremony ended.— MNA

sentenced to life
imprisonment and his
two brothers to ten
years' imprisonment
each for human
trafficking.

Officials concerned
in cooperation with
social organizations are
launching anti-human
trafficking programmes
including educating
women and children
regarding trafficking in
persons and meting out
severe punishment for
human trafficking.

MNA)
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CEC member visits Chin villages

NAay Pyi Taw, 19 Feb — USDA CEC member
Brig-Gen ThuraAung Ko visited anumber of villages
in Thantlang Township, Chin State, on 14 and 15
February.

At the villages, he attended opening ceremonies
of mini-hydel power stations, provided cash and other
assistance for social progress of the rural areas and
accepted USDA membership applications.

In Haka on 16 February, Brig-Gen Thura Aung
Ko, who is also the Deputy Minister for Religious
Affairs, visited UPC Church, Zion Church and other
religious associations to facilitate their functions.

The following day, he presented a set of TV for
the prison in Haka, and visited some villages in the
surroundingareas. Thedeputy minister visited Buddhi st
monasteries in the town the next day. — MNA
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Malaysia mulls ban on
fast-food advertising

KuaLa LumpPur, 19 Feb — Malaysia's Health
Ministry is considering a ban on fast-food
advertisements because the meals they promote
areconsidered " silent killers', the Star newspaper

reported on Saturday.

The move would also
cover endorsements of
events linked to fast food,
Health Minister Chua Soi
Lek was quoted as say-
ing.

A fast-food "sin tax"
was also being con-
sidered, he said, adding
that the proposal was
motivated by the
increasing number of
Malaysians suffering
from diseases of the
"affluent” such as
diabetes and hyperten-
sion.

"We want to send
a strong signal to
consumers. We do not

food should be treated in
the same way as alcohal,"
he said. Links between
fat-laden fast food and
health issues such as
obesity were heightened
by a 2001 US best-selling
book, Fast Food Nation,
and a 2004 documentary
movie about eating only
fast food for a month,
"Super Size Me".

Britain announced in
November a ban on fast-
food advertising during
children's television
programmes.

Fast-food restaurants
such as McDonald's and
Burger King are popular

In the shadow of San
Francisco'sCoit Tower,
cyclist Ivan Basso of
Italy crosses the finish
lineduringtheprologue
of the Tour of Cali-
fornia on Sunday, 18

- ity
LG _ Vo

Pakistan detains36over bombing

QuETTA, Pakistan, 18 Feb— Poalicein southwestern
Pakistan have detained 36 people, mostly Afghan
refugees, for questioning about a suicide bombing
inside a courtroom that killed a judge and 15 other
people, an official said Sunday.

The suicide bomber struck a crowded courtroom
in the city of Quetta on Saturday in the deadliest of a
series of attacks in recent weeks.

There is suspicion in Pakistan that pro-Taliban
militants aretargeting sensitive sitesto undermine the
country’ s support of the United States, and an official
intheregionwhere Saturday’ sattack took place hinted
at Afghan involvement. The explosion wounded 24
peopleand | eft bloodied clothesand body partsscattered
next to wrecked furniture and shattered glass in the
Quetta District Courts. It forced police — already on
alert — to further tighten security nationwide.

The chief of police in Quetta, the capital of
Baluchistan province, said Sunday that 36 people,
including at least 22 Afghan refugeeslivinginthecity,
have been detained in a probe into the bombing.

Internet

allow advertising for | among Malaysians. Feb, 2007, in San
cigarettes and liquor. Fast MNA/Reuters \Francisco.— [ NTERNET )
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Ethnic Malaysian Chinese posebesidealion dance performer during Lunar New
Year celebrationsat atemplein Kuala Lumpur on 18 Feb, 2007. Chinesearound
the world welcomed the Lunar New Year which is believed to be an especially
auspicious'golden pigyear', which only comesaround every 60years.— | NTERNET

Chinese film winstop award

in Berlin

BerLIN, 19 Feb — Chinesefilm " Tuya'sMarriage" on Saturday won the
Golden Bear for best film, the top prize of the Berlin International Film

festival.

Thisisthefirsttimea
Chinese film won such a
prize in the festival since
1993 when Xianghunnu,
or Women Fromthe Lake
of Scented Souls, directed
by Xie Fel, got the prize.

Thefilm, directed by
Chinese director Wang
Quan'an, tellsthe story of
Tuya, a woman in Inner
Mongoaliain north China,
forced to confront the
necessity of findinganew
husbandwho cantakecare
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of both her family and her
partially disabled ex-
husband.

When awarded the
prize, Wang said that he
cannot imagineanew gift
for Chinese Lunar New
Year than such a prize.
"When | started making
films, my teacher saidfilm
should show people's
dreams. This film made
my dreams come true."

The festival's Silver
Bear for outstanding

artistic achievement was
awarded to the cast of
Robert de Niro's "The
Good Shepherd". The
event, whichstarted, on8
February, cameto aclose
Saturday. A total of 22
films were competing for
the festival'stop honours.
The festival, also
caledthe"Berlinale", has
been regarded as one of
the world's most pres-
tigious film festivals.
MNA/Xinhua

125 oun.ded by fireworkson New

, . .
Year's Evelin Beljing
Beljing, 19 Feb— A total of 125 peoplewer ewounded in Beijingascitizens

set off fireworks on Saturday to celebrate the eve of the Spring Festival,
accor ding to the capital's firewor ks administration authorities.

Threewere seriously
wounded, including a
personwhoseeyeballshad
to beremoved by doctors,
said a spokesman with
the Beijing Fireworks
Administration Office.

"Eight people
wounded by fireworks
underwent operations on
Saturday," said a source
withtheTongrenHospital
inBeijing, whichreceived
44 casesof eyewoundsby
Saturday night.

Thecity alsoreported
114 fire cases from
fireworksignition, but no
casualties were reported,
the spokesman said.

Theignition peak of
fireworkswasbetween 10
pm Saturday and 1 am
Sunday in the capital.
About 480,000 security
workers were mobilized
Saturday to watch out for
firecracker accidents.

Chinese usually
ignite firecrackers dur-
ing traditional Chinese
festivals, especialy the
Spring Festival, or Lunar
New Y ear, to expect good
luck for the coming year.

Beijing lifted a 12-
year ban on firecrackers
in2005. Withthefifthring
road as the dividing line,
the whole city is divided
into firecracker areas
and forbidden areas.
Firecrackers had been
banned in the capital for

2/20/07, 2:08 AM

environment and safety
concerns.

despite  supervision
efforts,” said the spokes-

The sales of
fireworks by two major
suppliers had reached
380,000 boxesin Beijing,
compared with 240,000
boxeslast year, according
to a municipal public
security official.

"But the city also
saw a sharp inflow of
substandard firecrackers,

man, whoblamedthethree
seriously wounded cases
onignition of substandard
fireworks.

The city had con-
fiscated 560 million sub-
standard firecrackers,
more than four times that
of last year, said the
spokesman.

MNA/Xinhua

A DS

A student holds up a sign during a demonstration
at Cairo University in Cairo, on 19 Feb, 2007 to
protest | sraeli excavationsin Jerusalem. The sign
reads, 'It will not be destroyed aslong as| am
still alive'. — INTERNET
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M exico extends anti-drug fight to
border states

Mexico CiTy, 19 Feb — Mexico is sending thousands of police and
military personnel to two states bordering Texas in its fight against
drug gangs, Interior Minister Francisco Ramirez Acuna said on

his strength at a templefair in Beijing as part of Chinese Lunar New Year
festivitiesin China, on 19 Feb, 2007. — INTERNET

Sunday.

Security forces will
step up operations in the
northeastern states of
Nuevo Leon and
Tamaulipas, and Navy

| vessels will patrol the

Gulf coast for drug
shipments.

Tamaulipas is home
to the infamous Gulf
Cartel, one of Mexico's
two main drug smuggling
gangs. Nuevo Leon’s
normally placid capital

Heat wave set recordsin S California

Los ANGELES, 19 Feb — Record-high temperatures made their mark
around Southern Califor niathesedays, anindication of climatechangesinthe

world.
A February heat

wave set records on
Saturday at Los Angeles
International Airport and
other spots around
Southern California, said
National Weather Service
spokesman Bill Hoffer.

The Los Angeles-
area records included 87
degrees  Fahrenheit
(35.5 degrees Celsius) at
the airport, 87 at the
University of California
in Los Angeles (UCLA)
and 88 in Long Beach,
Hoffer said.

Other records were
set in Camarillo (87) and
Paso Robles (82) near the
downtown area.

But Saturday’s high
of 89 degrees Fahrenheit
indowntown LosAngeles
wasnot arecord, butitdid
tiethehighfor thedate set
in 1890, Hoffer said in

remarks published by the | thousands of people

Los Angeles Times on
Sunday.
Officials said

headed for the beacheson
Saturday.
MNA/Xinhua

Monterrey has been
rocked by the drug-
related murders of at least
14 active or former police
officers this year.
President Felipe
Calderon has sent troops
to combat drug cartelsin
several states since taking

office last December.
“More than 2,600
elements from the
Defence Ministry, the
Navy, the Security
Ministry and the
attorney-general’s office
will take part in this new
effort against organized
crime in these two
states,” Ramirez Acuna

told reporters.

More than 2,000
people were Killed last
year in afeud between the
Gulf Cartel and an alliance
of drug traffickers from
the western state of
Sinaloa. Many of the
victims were tortured and
beheadings are common

MNA/Reuters

Two Chinese women walk down the street dressed as brides in Changchun.
Singapore marriage agency is offering a Lunar New Year special on brides
from China’s Fujian Province. — INTERNET
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Blair'sadviser mulled
suicide after cash-for-
honours arrest

Lonpon, 19 Feb — Des Smith, a former
government adviser on schools, contemplated
killing himself after being arrested in a police
probe into political party funding, the News of
the World said on Sunday.

Smith, a teacher and former adviser to Prime
Minister Tony Blair's flagship schools programme,
the Specialist Schools and Academies Trust, told the
tabloid he felt he had been deserted by the Premier.

“1 was literally hung out to dry by Tony Blair
and his government and all of his associates and
ministers,” Smith told the paper. “They didn’t even
wait to see if there was any evidence against me
before cutting me off.”

Smith is aleged to have told an undercover
journalist that businessmen could get a state honour
by sponsoring the so-called City Academies, sparking
a police investigation which has rocked the Labour
Party and damaged Blair's image.

“After my arrest, Blair and his government did
nothing to help me or my family. He sat by and said
nothing, like the shallow, fair-weather friend he is.
They knew | wasn't involved and now the world
knows,” Smith was quoted as saying.

MNA/Reuters

lran arrests suspects over bomb blast

TeHERAN, 19 Feb — I ranian security for cesarrested sever al suspectsafter
abomb explosion in the southeast of the country, the semi-official Farsnews

agency said on Saturday.

Policeandinsurgents
clashed after theexplosion
at a school in the city of
Zahedan on Friday. The
blast caused no casualties,
the agency said on
Friday.

“Some people
suspected of being behind
the Friday bombing have
been arrested,” a local
military official toldFars.

“The armed bandits,
in their new crime,
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exploded a percussion
bomb and fled the scene,”

Zahedan governor
Hassanali Nouri was
quoted by Farsassaying.

Helinked the bombtothe
“massive participation of
people in the funeral of
victims of Wednesday’'s
terrorist act”.

A booby-trapped car
blew up a bus owned by
Iran’ selite Revolutionary
Guards on Wednesday,

killing at least 11 people
and wounding 31 others.
Responsibility for
that attack was claimed
by a shadowy Sunni
group, Jundallah (God's
soldiers), which Iran has
said is linked to Osama
bin Laden’'s al-Qaeda
network. Teheran has
blamed Jundallah for past
killings in the area
bordering Pakistan.
MNA/Reuters

Italy’'s designer Giorgio Armani acknowledges applause at the end of his

Fall/Winter 2007/2008 women'’s collection during Milan Fashion Week in

Milan, on 19 Feb, 2007. — INTERNET

2/20/07, 2:08 AM
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ADVERTISEMENTS

TRADE MARK CAUTION

Wyeth (a Delaware
(USA) corporation) of Five
Giralda Farms, Madison, New
Jersey 07940-0874, US.A., is
the Owner of the following
Trade Mark:-

TYGACIL

Reg. No. 1186/2004

in respect of "Pharmaceutical
and veterinary preparations;
sanitary preparations for
medical purposes; dietetic
substances adapted for medi-
cal use, food for babies; plas-
ters, materials for dressings;
material for stopping teeth,
dental wax; disinfectants;
preparations for destroying
vermin; fungicides, herbi-
cides".

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said

Trade Mark will be dealt with
according to law.

TRADEMARK CAUTION |
BASF Agro Trademarks
GmbH, a company incorpo- |
rated in Germany, and
having its registered office at |
Carl-Bosch-Strasse 38,
67056 Ludwigshafen am |
Rhei, Germany is the owner |
and proprietor of the
following Trademark:

ASCEND

Myanmar Reg. No. 753/1998 |
in respect of “Insecticides, |
fungicides, herbicides, |
preparations for destroying |
vermin” in Class 5.
Fraudulent or unauthorised |
use, or actual or colourable |
imitation of the said mark |
shall be dealt with according |
to law. |

U Than Maung, Advocate

For BASF AgroTrademarks

GmbH |

Clo Kelvin Chia Yangon Ltd |
Unit 701-702, Traders Hotel
Yangon, Union of Myanmar |

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting,
International Cooperation.

Building

A MODERN STATIE
2005

MY ANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

Ll This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

L3 Tllustrated with colourful photographs.

(L) Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

On sale US$ 5.00

Awvailable at
W 381448,249031

Yangon &: 294306

=l Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon
2l News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

5] Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

MYANMAR IVANHOE COPPER COMPANY LIMITED

(TENDER NOTICE)
Tender No. (IFB No. CCS-01-07)
Sale of an estimated (3,000 metric tones) of copper cathode from MICCL S& K
Mine site in Monywa, Myanmar.

CLOSING DATE & TIME 8" March 2007 at 4pm

Win Mu Tin kelvin.chia.ygn@mptmail.net.mm |
M.A..HG.P.DB.L. Dated 20 February 2007 |
for Wyeth

P. 0. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 20 February 2007

[ DoONATE BLOOD ]

Threekilled in bank
robbery in S-E Nigeria

PorT HARcOURT (Nigeria), 18 Feb—Three people
have been killed and many othersinjured when armed
robbers attacked a bank on Friday in Nigeria's
southeastern Rivers State, local police said.

Eyewitnesses said that the robbers stormed an
Intercontinental Bank branchintheBori areaof Rivers
State at about 11 am(1000 GMT) on Friday, taking
customersand staff by surpriseasthey shot sporadically
and dispossessed customers of their monies.

According to one of the sourceswho declined to be
named, thebankisbeingofficialy used by theingtitution
for the payment of fees by students.

The source said apart from the three deaths, many
othersincluding somestudentsof the Polytechnic who
went to pay their fees before the incident sustained
seriousbulletwoundsand havebeenrushedto hospitals.

“We are suspecting that some more persons may
die on the way to the hospital, because the degree of
bullet woundssustai ned by someof themisheavy,” the
source saild.—MNA/Xinhua

Tender documents are available at the following address or can be accessed at
www.miccl.com.mm. Any queriescan bedonebetween 10amto4pmat MICCL
Y angon office before the tender closing date.

Myanmar |vanhoe Copper Company Limited

70 (1) Bo Chein Street, Pyay Road, Hlaing Township
Yangon, Myanmar (Tel:
Email: miccl@miccl.com.mm)

(95)1-514194 to 7/Fax: (95) 1-514208/

“Taxi 4" star Naceri jailed for

the screens.

Naceri, who has had several brushes
with the law, was arrested following a
fight outside anightclub in the southern
town of Aix-en-Provencein January. He
is currently serving a jail sentence for
racially insulting police officers.

The actor was sentenced to nine
months in jail on Friday, with six
suspended, for the nightclub fight. He

four months

Aix-EN-Provence (France), 18 Feb—
French actor Samy Naceri wasjailed for
four months on Friday at the end of a
week inwhichhislatest film*“Taxi 4” hit

wasalso ordered to pay compensationto
two security staff and a symbolic one
euro damages to the nightclub.

In addition, he was sentenced on a
separate charge to one month in prison
with a fine of 5,000 euros (6,600 US
dollars). That charge followed a scuffle
with staff at a hospital where he was
taken when he swallowed a quantity of
medicine. Naceri, 45, playsthespeeding
hero of the Taxi serieswho won aprize
at the Cannes festival for the wartime
drama“Indigenes’ (“Days of Glory”).

MNA/Reuters

Two killed in Uganda
car blast

KampaLA, 18 Feb—Two people were killed when
their car exploded in the outskirts of Uganda’ s capital
late on Friday, police said.

“Two people have been confirmed dead, maybe it
had something inside which exploded. It looks like
there was a blast from inside the vehicle,” Ugandan
police spokeswoman Judith Nabakoba, who was on
the scene, said. “It isacivilian vehicle.”

Kampalapolice chief Grace Turyagumanawe said:
“For sure it was a blast, we can’t give more details at
this stage.”

He said there were other people in the vehicle but
did not giveexact figures. “ Therewere other peoplein
thecar, they weretakento hospital,” hesaid, adding he
did not know whether or how badly they wereinjured.

MNA/Reuters
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Indonesia to resume sending H5N1 samplesto WHO

JakAarTA, 18 Feb—
Indonesia will resume
sharing bird flu samples
with the World Health
Organization (WHO), but
under a new mechanism
aimed at ensuring deve-
loping nations get access
to vaccines, the Health
Minister and the WHO
said on Friday.

In a controversial
move, Jakarta last week
declared it would only
share its H5N1 bird flu
virussampleswith parties
whoagreednottousethem
for commercia reasons

and had stopped sharing
them with the WHO.
“We agree to respon-
siblesharing practicesand
we'regoingtodoitsoon,”
Health Minister Siti

Fadillah Supari told
reporters.
Shesaidthat aproposal

would be drawn up that
would be fair and guar-
antee access for any
products resulting from
the sharing of samplesto
other developing coun-
tries. WHO spokesman
David Heymann told
reportersthat therewould

2/20/07, 2:08 AM

be a meeting of health
ministers from the Asia
Pacific Region and select
countriesinMarchtolook
into the new mechanism.

“The government of
Indonesia has agreed to
resume free sharing of
viruses of H5N1 with
WHO for globa public
health security to ensure
the world is secure in
knowing what viruses are
circulatingthat could cause
a pandemic,” Heymann
said after a meeting with
the Indonesian Health
Minister—MNA/Reuters

TRADEMARK CAUTION

Inner Mongolia Mengniu Dairy
(Group) Company Limited of

Shengle  Economic  Zone,
Helingeer County, Huhhot, Inner
Mongolia, P.R.China is the

Owner and Sole Proprietor of the
following trademark:

X 3¢

(Reg. No. IV/1004/2004)

used in respect of - Intl Class
29:  “Cheese;  milk;  milk
beverages (milk predominating);
milk products; cocoa milk (milk
predominating); milk tea (milk
predominating); cream (diary
products); kumiss (milk
beverages), whey; fermented
milk; yoghurt; milk powder”.

Int'l Class 30: “Ice cream; edible
ices; frozen yogurt (confectionery
ices); cocoa beverages with milk;
coffee beverages with milk;
chocolate beverages with milk;
coffee-based beverages; cocoa-
based beverages; chocolate-
based beverages; sherbets
(ices); binding agents for ice
cream; powder for ice cream;
water ice; ice-cream brick; frozen
sucker”.

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorized use or any other
infringement whatsoever of this
trademark will be dealt with
according to law.

Thein Aung B.ScRLD.BL Advocate
MYANMAR TRADEMARK AND
PATENT LAW FIRM

E-mail: mtpip@mptmail.net.mm
Tel:254037 G.P.0 Box:666
Yangon. 20 February 2007

C ¢ .C
JOOEO20000C
C C (@]
Q|®SCO?C\?Eﬂ[SI
c ¢
D00C

o]

80 -80

§000

o ¢ O
MG

CY!

-90




THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Tuesday, 20 February, 2007 13

Cambodia provides 2,000
tons of rice for WFP \>

PHNowm PenH, 18 Feb— TheCambodian Gover nment hasdecided to provide
2,000 tons of rice to the World Food Programme ( WFP), which has helped

Cambadia support children in hunger and HIV- infected people, a statement
fromthespokesman officeof theCambodian Gover nment said her eon Satur day.

The WFP received a
“critical and timely”
contribution of 500,000
euros(648,000USdoallars)
on 8 February from the
Spanish Government,
which allows the WFP to
resume its vital food
assistance to over one

million poor and vulner-
able Cambodians, the
statement said.

Spain’ scontributionis
crucial as thousands of
Cambodians suffered
from malnutrition and
not having enough food,
said Thomas Keusters,

WFP country director in
Cambodia. WFP app-
ealed in January that it
needed at least 10 million

US dollars to assist 1.1
million hungry and poor
Cambodians until July
2007, Thomas Keusters
said. — MNA/Xinhua

Bush hastwo

WasHINGTON, 18 Feb—
A doctor removed two
moles from President
George W Bush's left
temple on Friday and they
werebdievedtobebenign,
aWhite House spokesman
said.The five-minute
proceduretook placeinthe
White House doctor’s
office and was performed
by Steve Krivda, a
dermatologist at Walter
Reed Medical Centre.
Testswill be performed
to determine if the moles
were cancerous. Results
should be back by the
middle of next week.
“Thedoctorsexpect that
bothmolesarebenign,” said
White House spokesman
Scott Stanzd.
Theprocedurewill leave
Bush with aone-inch scab
for aweek to 10 days, he
said. Bush has suffered
the effects of sun exposure
in the past. He has had
non-cancerous growths
removed before, the last
timeoccurringinDecember

molesremoved from hisface

2004. The doctor shaved
off the moles in what
Stanzedl called a “shaved
biopsy”. Bushwasgivena
local anesthetic.

Bush had pointed out a

A new congestion charge sign for Knightsbridge is seen in London on 18
Feb, 2007. The western extension to the London, on 18 congestion
charging zonesis due to come into force on Monday and will cost 8

pounds ($15.6) per day.—INTERNET

mole to his personal

physician, Richard Tubb,

on Monday.
MNA/Reuters

A World Health
Organization expert said
a delay in reporting
symptoms was largely
behind the most recent
deathsin Egypt.

A mutated strain that
killed three people in
Decemberisnot suspected
to haverecurred, officials
say. The woman who
died, NadiaAbdel Hafez,
had been reported in
stable and improving
condition after being
transferred to hospital in
Cairo, but her condition
later deteriorated.

“She died yesterday

known cluster of human
bird flu cases outside
Asia, with 21 known
human cases since the
virus first surfaced in
Egyptian poultry a year
ago. Thirteen have died.

Abdel Hafez, who kept
birds in her home, was
admitted to hospital on
February 12 after coming
into contact with infected
poultry. She was from
Fayoum, the same pro-
vincewhereal7-year-old
girl died of bird flu earlier
this month.

Most peopleinfectedin
Egypt had been in contact

Egyptian woman dies of bird
flu, 13th death

Caliro, 18 Feb— A 37-year-old Egyptian woman who tested positivefor the
bird fluvirushasdiedinaCairohospital, bringingthenumber of deathsfrom
the diseasein Egypt to 13, a gover nment health official said on Friday.

with poultry kept at home.
Bird flu initialy caused
panic across the country
and did extensive damage
to the poultry industry,
although the sector has
largely recovered.

John Jabbour, a WHO
official in Cairo, said
delays in reporting
symptoms were making
bird flu more deadly in
Egypt, where many
peoplekeep birdsat home
but are often reluctant to
disclose that to health
officials for fear of
sanctions.

MNA/Reuters

British actress Jenna Russdl, left, and actor Danid
Evans posewith their Laurence Olivier Awardsfor
Best Actressand Best Actor in a Musical for the show
‘Sunday in the Park with George’ during an awards
ceremony in London, on 18 Feb, 2007 —I NTERNET

evening,” said Amr Qan-
dil, director of commu-
nicable diseases at the
EgyptianHeathMinistry.

Egypt has the highest

North China Customs seize
1,881 pieces of wildlifefurs

HonHoT, 19 Feb— The
Manzhouli Customs in
north China’s Inner
Mongolia Autonomous
Region cracked down
several wildlife furs
smuggling casesthisyear,
and seized 1,881 pieces
of squirrel furs, according
to an official with the
Customs.

Jiang Bo, a Customs
director, told Xinhua that
his Customs, the largest
land port at China-Russia
border, cooperated with
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the Zabaikalsk Customs
inRussia, joined handsin
fighting against the
smuggling activities.
Somesmugglerschoseto
enter China in early
morning or late at night,
the time they took for
granted that Chinese
Customs would be
unfixed, said Jiang,
adding that they often put
thefursintheinterlayers
of their packages, or
wrappedfursaroundtheir
bodies.—MNA/Xinhua

Yunnan helps develop
more cash cropsin
bordering countries

Kunming, 19 Feb—Southwest China's Yunnan
Province had helped neighbouring countries plant
nearly one million mu (66,667 hectares) of cash-
bearing crops as substitutes for opium poppy by the
end of 2006, local Chinese authorities have said.

An area of 284,000 mu (18,933 hectares) in the
northern parts of Myanmar and L aoswas planted with
rubber, tea and other cash crops in 2006 at a cost of
nearly 180 millionyuan (22.5millionUSdollars), said
Liu Ping, director of the Yunnan Provincial Drug
Control Committeeand vice-governor of theprovince.

Y unnanfacesamajor problemwithdrugtrafficking
fromthe“GoldenTriangle”, anotoriousdrug-producing
area adong the Mekong River delta— MNA/Xinhua

2/20/07, 2:08 AM

A monkey sits on theroof of a house at a

residential estate bordering a naturereservein
Singapore, on 10 Feb, 2007. —INTERNET
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Spurs, Man City reach FA
Cup quarterfinals

Lonpon, 19 Feb— Striker Robbie Keane scored
twice to steer Tottenham Hotspur to a 4-0 win over
Fulham while Manchester City came back to beat
Preston North End 3-1 to reach the FA Cup quarterfi-
nals on Sunday.

In two copycat strikes, Keane volleyed home su-
perbly fromtheedgeof theareaintheseventh and 69th
minutes, both times supplied by Egypt striker Mido.

Bulgarian substitute Dimitar Berbatov came off
the benchto turnitinto arout, scoring in the 78th and
89th minutes, and Fulham's misery was complete
when Italian substitute Vincenzo Montella was

William Vainqueur (R) of Nantes challenges
Olympique Marseille's Samir Nasri during their
French Ligue 1 soccer match at the Velodrome

stadium in Marseille, on 18 Feb, 2007.—INTERNET

Valencia beat Barca 2-1

toclosein on leaders

MabriD, 19 Feb — Valencia put themselves firmly
in the title race with a 2-1 home win over leaders
Barcelonain the Primera Liga on Sunday.

Two quick goals early in the second half from
Miguel Angel Angulo and David Silva settled ahotly
contested match, which saw VaenciasDavid Albelda
and Barca's Deco sent of f for apair of ugly challenges
near the hour mark.

Ronaldinho pulled agoal back for the visitorswith
afreekick at the end.

Barcelonaremaintop with 46 pointswherethey can
be joined by Sevilla, if they can beat fifth-placed
Atletico Madrid at home later on Sunday. Valencia
climbed to third on 42 points above Real Madrid due
to their superior goal difference—MNA/Reuters

red-carded at the end.

MNA/Reuters

Fulham's Moritz Volz (L) challenges Tottenham
Hotspur's Aaron Lennon during their FA Cup
fifth round match at Craven Cottage in London,
on 18 Feb, 2007.—INTERNET

Blatter expects
tougher measures

tofight fanviolence

GeNneva, 19 Feb—FIFA
president Sepp Blatter said
in a magazine that he ex-
pectedtougher punishments
for clubswith violent fans.

Blatter was quoted as
sayinginaninterview with
Swissweekly SonntagsZei-
gung that “the Swiss high
court recently confirmed
that we can order point de-
ductions, relegations and
expulsions’. He said FIFA
wanted these sanctions to
be used more frequently,
but he did not elaborate.

MNA/Reuters

FA dismissesreport on Beckham recall talks

Lonpon, 19 Feb— The
Football Association de-
nied on Sunday that Eng-
land soccer team manager
SteveMcClarenheldtalks
with senior players about
arecall for David Beck-
ham.

It was reported in a
Sunday newspaper that
McClaren was consider-
ing including the former
captain in his sguad for
the Euro 2008 qualifierin
Israel on 24 March.

McClarenlast Wednes-
day said that he had no
planstospeak to Beckham
although he has also said
in the past that he would

never close the door on
any player regarding se-
lection.

And the FA stressed
that McClaren has not
consulted playerson the

possibility of areturn for
Beckham, who was sent
off in Real Madrid's La
Ligaclashwith Real Betis
on Saturday.
MNA/Xinhua

Ferguson goal gives Rangers
2-1 win over Falkirk

GLascow, 19 Feb—
Rangers beat Falkirk 2-1
with alate goal from cap-
tain Barry Ferguson in
Sunday'sScottish Premier
League clash to move
sevenpointsclear of third-
placed Aberdeen.

Rangers are 19 points
behind champions Celtic

"Aberdeenhaveagame
in hand, but they are all
going to be tough games
until the end of the sea
son. So, if we do harbour
any ambitions of finish-
ing in second place then
we will need that little bit
of agap,” he added.

MNA/Reuters

Russia's
Yaroslava

L

L+ ]
www. autoline.re '

Shvedova
celebrates after
winning her
tennis match
against Italy's
Mara Santangelo
during their

southern Indian
city of
Bangalore,
on 18 Feb, 2007.
INTERNET

Bob Russia 1 with Evgeni Popov, Roman
Orechnikov, Dmitry Trunenkov and brakeman
Dmitry Stepushkin start to thefirst run of the four
man Bob World Cup competition at the bob run in
Winterberg, western Germany, on 18 Feb, 2007.
INTERNET

on 52 points from 28
games while Aberdeen,
wholost 2-1totheleaders
on Saturday, are level on
45 points with Hearts but
have a better goal differ-
ence.

"After coming back
from a European game,
(and @) long journey, we
didn't reach the level we
have done in previous
games," Rangersmanager
Walter Smith said.

"The important thing
wasthat wewonthegame.
When you look at the
weekendresultstheteams
who are vying for second
place all dropped points.
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Owen hopeful to play
for Newcastle

Lonbon, 19 Feb— English soccer club
Newcastle manager Glenn Roeder said on
Sunday that Michael Owen would befit to
play before the end of the season.

Roeder told Sportsweek on BBC Radio
FiveLivethat "Owenwas out al week on
the grass, running hard".

Owen suffered a cruciate knee ligament
injury at last year's World Cup and has not
figuredinthecurrent campaign, but Roeder
revealed his rehabilitation is progressing
ahead of schedule—MNA/Reuters

Shiv Kapur from India hits a shot on the
16th hole during the final round of the
Indonesian Open golf tournament in

Jakarta , on 18 Feb, 2007. —I NTERNET

2/20/07, 2:09 AM

Lensfail to keep up with

Lyon after Monaco draw

Paris, 19 Feb — Second-placed Racing Lensfailed
to keep pace with leaders Olympique L yon after being
heldto agoallessdraw by strugglingMonacoin Ligue
1 on Sunday.

Inthe day's other game, goalkeeper Fabien Barthez
produced a faultless performance to help relegation-
threatened Nantes grab a 0-0 draw at Olympique
Marseille.

Lens draw ended their run of four wins in all
competitions and means champions Lyon, 2-1 win-
nersat Lilleon Friday, haveincreased their lead at the
top to 13 points over the weekend.

Lens stay second five points clear of Lille and
Sochaux, who best visiting Le Mans 2-0 on Saturday.
Monaco lie 14th, only four points clear of the relega
tion zone.

The visitors dominated most of the game on a
bumpy Monaco pitch but failed to capitalize.

Their best chance came in the 78th minute when an
Olivier Monterrubiofreekick wasfollowed by ascram-
bleintheMonaco area. Goal keeper Flavio Romahad to
maketwo desperatesavestostopLens AdamaCoulibay
and Aruna Dindane from scoring.—MNA/Reuters



Terror blastson train
kill at least 66

New DeLHi, 19 Feb — At least 66 people were
killed and more than 120 others were wounded by
blasts on an express train early Monday in the Indian
state of Haryana, according to the New Delhi TV.

The blasts happened on the Samjhauta Express
train carrying 380 passengersto Pakistan was heading
to Attari from New Delhi in Deewana of Haryana
around 1:50 am local time on Monday.

Indian Prime Minister expressed his outrage on
theterror attack and said the guilty must be brought to
justice, saidthe TV.

The incident coincides with avisit by Pakistani
Foreign Minister Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri to India

on Monday. — MNA/Xinhua

..
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6 trapped in Karachi
building on fire rescued

IsLaMABAD, 19 Feb — Six personstrapped in a
building on fire in the southern Pakistan city of
Karachi were rescued Sunday, according to the

private Geo TV.

They were safely
rescued by the Pakistani
Navy helicoptersfromthe
rooftop of the 15-storey
buildingwhichcaughtfire
Sunday at 09:15local time
(0415 GMT).

However, two of the
rescued who wereall staff

In thisvideo image taken from India's TV Today via APTN, a rescuer works
inside a charred train in the village of Deewana, about 80 kilometres (50
miles) north of New Delhi, on 19 Feb, 2007. Fire swept through the train

travelling to Pakistan early on Monday in northern India, killing at least 66

people in a blaze that railways officials said may have been caused by a
homemade bomb. —INTERNET

members of a cellular
phone company got
injuries and were shifted
to hospital.

Fire fighters
extinguished blaze on
the 11th floor of the
Pakistan National
Shipping Corporation but
the fire erupted at the
western portion of the
same floor at 11:00 am.
The raging fire also
engulfedthel12thand 13th
floors of the building.

More than 20 fire
engines took part in the
fire fighting but fire
fighterswerehelplessand
unable to put out the fire
because they lacked
facilities to fight fire at
suchaheight. Thesnorkels
had little pressureto make
water reach beyondtheSth
floor. — MNA/Xinhua
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Tune in today

8:30 am Brief news
8:35am Music:
-Lovefool
8:40 am Perspectives
8:45am Music:
-All shewrote
8:50 am Nationa news
Slogan
9:00am Music
-Cherishthislove
9:05am Internationa
news
9:10am Music:
-Why
1:30pm News / Slogan
1:40pm Lunchtime
music:
-Herewithme
-I want to given it

-When a love
song sings the
blues
-Between you &
me

9:00pm English
Speaking Course
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Monday, 19 February, 2007

Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30
hours M ST: During the past 24 hours, light rain has
beenisolated in Taninthayi Division and weather has
been generally fair in the remaining areas. Night
temperatures were (3°C) to (4°C) below normal in
Kachin, Shan and Kayin States, Mandalay, Bago and
Magway Divisions, (5°C) below normal in Chin State,
(5°C) abovenormal in Rakhine Stateand about normal
intheremaining areas. The significant night tempera-
tureswere Haka (0°C), Namhsan, Pinlaung and Heho
(2°C) each, The noteworthy amount of rainfall re-
corded was Kawthoung (0.04) inch.

M aximum temperature on 18-2-2007 was 96°F.
Minimum temperature on 19-2-2007 was 64°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hours MST on 19-2-2007 was
56%. Total sunshine hours on 18-2-2007 was (9.2)
hours approx.

Rainfall on 19-2-2007 was (nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon. Total rainfall since
1-1-2007 was (nil) at Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and
Central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon
(Kaba-Aye) was (4) mph from Northwest at (15:00)
hours MST on 18-2-2007.

Bay inference: Weather ispartly cloudy inthe
Andaman Seaand South Bay andfair elsewhereinthe
Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 20-2-2007:
Isolated light rain or thundershowers are possible in
Kachin State and upper Sagaing and Taninthayi Divi-
sions and weather will be partly cloudy in Rakhine,
Shan, Mon and Kayin States, Mandalay and Y angon
Divisions and generally fair in the remaining areas.
Degree of certainty is (40%).

Stateof the sea: Seaswill be dight to moderate
in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Likelihood
of slightincrease of night temperaturesintheNorthern
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areasfor 20-2-2007: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areasfor 20-2-2007: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areas for 20-2-2007: Partly cloudy.
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Lt-Gen Myint Swe visits
L. ocomotive Shed (I nsein)

N

Yancon, 19 Feb — Lt-Gen Myint Swe of
the Ministry of Defence visited Myanma Railways
Locomotive Shed (Insein) of the Ministry of Rail
Transportation this afternoon.

First, Lt-Gen Myint Swe, accompanied by
Yangon Division Peace and Development Council
Chairman Yangon Command Commander Maj-Gen
Hla Htay Win, arrived at the locomotive shed where
they were welcomed by Deputy Minister for Rail
Transportation Thura U Thaung Lwin, departmental
heads and officials. The deputy minister reported on
assembling of import-substitute machine parts, pro-
duction of machines for workshops and factories of
other ministries and assembling of locomotives by
Myanma Railways. Next, the general manager of the
locomotive shed reported on background history of
the shed, its aims and objectives, strength of the
staff, production and repair of locomotives. The
deputy minister gave a supplementary report.

Speaking on the occasion, Lt-Gen Myint Swe
said the public have put more reliance on rail trans-

portation rather than air and road transports for its |

cost-effectiveness and convenience. He then praised
(See page 8)
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Lt-Gen Myint Swe inspects Locomotive Shed (Insein). — MNA
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The new Phaungdawgyi con-
cretejetty of Sittway Port in Rakhine
State, one of the requirements, was
opened on 18 February. The 120-year
old jetty wasdestroyed in 2004 dueto
acyclone. Sincethen, vesselscould not
use it, resulting in poor transport of
goods and passengers.
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Minister Col Zaw Min on insp‘éction tour of Pyu creek hydropdwer project. — MNA
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M inister inspects Pathi, Pyu
creek hydropower projects

J

Nay Pvi Taw, 18 Feb — Minister for Elec-
tric Power No 1 Col Zaw Min, accompanied by
Director-Genera of Hydro-electric Power |mplemen-
tation Department U Aung Koe Shwe and respon-
sible personnel, went on an inspection tour of Pathi
hydropower project, 10 miles North-East of Toungoo
on 16 February.

At the briefing hall, Managing Director U
Kyi Tha of Hydro-€electric Power Enterprise briefed

.
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the minister on progress in building of power station
and remaining tasks, stockpile of materials and work
procedure.

After inspecting progress of work and stock-
pile of materials, the minister gave instructions on
construction of the power station to be completed in
the open season.

Two-megawatt generators installed at Pathi
hydropower project will produce average 8 million
kilowatt/hours per year.

Upon arrival at Pyu creek hydropower
project, 7 miles west of Pyu, the minister together
with project director U Maw Tha Htwe and officials
looked into progress in building of water intake struc-

" ture and intake tunnel. Ninety-nine per cent of earth

work of the intake tunnel has been covered and so
has thirty-six per cent of concrete tasks of the water
intake structure.

Next, staff officer U Kyaw Moe Hlaing

% briefed the minister and party on progress in build-
& ing of sluice gate. After hearing reports, the minister

2/20/07, 2:09 AM

& oversaw construction of the sluice gate 70 per cent

of which was completed.
Upon completion, forty megawatt generators

* will produce 121 million kilowatt/hours every year.

While inspecting the projects, the minister
called on responsible persons to make efforts to
complete the projects earlier than scheduled target,
run vehicles and heavy machinery with care and carry

| out the tasks for occupational safety. — MNA



