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Prime Minister General Soe Win inspects hydel power
projects, Khabaung Multi-purpose Dam Proj ect

S

Nay Pvi Taw, 13 Feb
— Chairman of the
Working Committee for
Development of Electric
Power Project of the
State Prime Minister
General Soe Win in-
spected Shwegyin Hydel
Power Plantin Shwegyin
Township, Kunchaung
Hydel Power Project in
Pyu Township and
Khabaung Hydel Power
Plant in Oktwin Town-
ship on 10 February.

Accompanied by
Member of the State Peace
and Development Coun-

cil Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than, Chairman of Bago
Division PDC Com-
mander of Southern Com-
mandMagj-GenKoKo, the
ministers, thedeputy min-
isters, thedirector-general
of the SPDC Office and
officias, Prime Minister
General Soe Win arrived
at thesitefor construction
of ShwegyinHydel Power
Plant being implemented
by Construction-4 of
Hydel Power Implemen-
tation Department in
Shwegyin Township.

At the briefing hall,

On completion, the Shwegyin
Hydel Power Plant will generate
75 megawatt through the dam.
R B S
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Prime Minister General Soe Win inspects Kunchaung Hydel Power Project. — mNA
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Minister for Electric
Power No 1 Col Zaw Min
reported on progress of
the project and availabil-
ity of fuel. Deputy Minis-
ter U Myo Myint also re-
ported on matters related
to the project.

Deputy Minister for
Energy Brig-Gen Than
Htay submitted reportson
fulfillment of fuel to the
projects.

After hearing the re-
ports, the Prime Minister
viewed constructionof the
main spillway and power
intake building, sites for
installation of the conduit
and pre-stressed steel
pipeline.

(See page 8)

Emergence of the State Congtitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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Bolster national unity for
national progress

More than 100 national races have been
livingintheUnion of Myanmar inunity through
reciprocal help, and mutual under standingand
reliance. Fine traditions of having lived to-
gether sharing joys and sorrows from time
immemorial and the spirit of loving the moth-
erland and the people are, flourishing among
national races.

National brethren have been equipped with
Union Spirit and anti-colonialist sentiment, with
which they collectively repulsed alien intrusion
and instigation. Thesespiritsand finetraditions
areindeed nationalisticvigour necessary for the
nation to be ableto stand tall among the global
nations.

In the near future, there will emerge a new
State Constitution that guarantees peace, har-
mony and cohesion among the national races
and enables the entire national peopleto enjoy
fruitful results of progress based on the princi-
ple of equality.

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

% % %
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Union Day commemor ative essay, poem, painting,
article competitions winners honoured

Y ANGON, 12 Feb
— A ceremony to award
prizes to students who
achieved success in the
60th Anniversary Union
Day commemorative es-
say, poem, painting and
article competitions was
heldat No2Basic Educa-
tion High School in
Dagon Township this
morning, attended by
Chairman of Y angon Di-
vision Peace and Devel-
opment Council Yangon
Command Commander
Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win.
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Commander Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win awards an essay winner. — MNA

ing proj ects.

Now, the gover nment isimplementing eco-
nomic projectsfor enabling the Union to stand
shoulder to shoulder with other nations. There-
fore, national people are to make efforts with
might and main for accomplishment of theongo-

darity and dynamism of nationalistic spirit.

First, thestudents
opened the ceremony by
singing a song titled
“ Perpetual Union”. Next,
the commander made a

HlaHtay Win, Chairman

of Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee Mayor
Brig-Gen Aung Thein
Lin, Patron of Yangon
Division Women's Af-

Welfare Supervisory

Committee Daw Mar Mar
Wai and Deputy Direc-
tor-General U MyoMyint
of No 3 Basic Education
Department of the Minis-

Next, thestudents

closed the ceremony by
singing a song.

After the cer-
emony, the commander,
the mayor and party

Peace and stability, progressand perpetual speech. fairs Organization Chf’;\i r- | tryof Educationpresented | viewed the works of the
existence of the Union of various national races Afterwards, person of Yangon Divi- | prizes to winners in the | prize-winningstudentson
absolutely rest on the strength of national soli- | | Commander Maj-Gen | sion Maternal and Child | respective competitions. | display in the hall.

MNA

The entire national people are, thus, ex-
horted to make increased efforts to ensure na-
tional development, whilefostering thenational
solidarity gained at unprecedented level.

Mine goes off in Thandaung | (
Township

Y AnGoN, 13 Feb—Terroristinsurgentsareunder-
mining the stability of the State, community peace and
tranquillity, prevalenceof law and order and security of the
people, applying various ways.

A mine planted by insurgents went off in
Thandaung Township, Kayin State on 12 February, leav-
ing one innocent person injured.

Pho Tha Htoo, 32, of Thabyenyunt Village,
Thandaung Township, Kayin State, at 2 pm on 11 Febru-
ary, whilecollecting bamboointhejungles, stepped onthe
mine planted by insurgents near Zintaing Village,
Thandaung Township and hisleft feet wasblown off. He
was rushed to Taungoo People’'s Hospitd for medica
treatment. Officials concerned in cooperation with the
local peopleare making effortsto seize those insur-

Energy Ministry
welcomes complaints

about malpractice

Nay Pyi Taw, 13 Feb— Quick and punitive
action will be taken against staff at al levelsfor any
malpractice including the practice of bribery and
corruption, breaking of rulesand regul ationsor abuse
of power and possition for self-interest and official
harassment, said the Ministry of Energy today.

Peopleif they face any of those misconduct may
file complaints about them to the ministry by post,
phone or e-mail, it said, adding, official inquiry
concerning the cases will be swift and effective.

For any complaint the public may dial 067-
411049 (the Minister), 067-411054 (the Deputy

Tiger Myanmar Amateur
Open 2007 kicks off

Gen Win Hlaing (Retd),
General Secretary of
Myanmar Olympic Com-
mitteeDirector-General U
Thaung Htike of Sports
and Physical Education
Department and Mr Peter
Ong, General Manager of
Myanmar Brewery Ltd,
opened the tournament.

Y aNGoN, 13 Feb
— Jointly Organized by
Myanmar Golf Federation

and Han Event Manage-
ment, the opening cer-
emony of Tiger Myanmar
Amateur Open 2007 was
held at Y angon Golf Club
this morning. Nay Bala
Win Myint led the open-
ing match of the tourna-
ment followed by Yan
Myo Aye, Htay Aung
Htay and Aung Win.
President  of
MPGA and MGF Ma-

Myanmar Brew-
ery Ltd is the main spon-
sor of the contest and
cosponsors are Alpine
Purified Drinking Water,
Srixon, Point Golf Gear
Factory, Air Mandalay,
Osim and Accel Interna-
tional Co Ltd (Canon).
The second match of the
tournament will continue
tomorrow.

MNA

gentswho planted the mine—MNA

Maj-Gen Win Hlaing (Retd) tees off Tiger-
Myanmr Amateur Open 2007. — MGF
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Minister), 067-411060 (the Head of Office) or 067-
411012 (Fax) or contact theministry at No 6, Nay Pyi
Taw or e-mail to myanenergy @mptmail.net.mm.

The ministry has formed the Office of the
Minister, the Energy Planning Department, the
Myanma Oil and Gas Enterprise, the Myanma
Petrochemi cal sEnterpriseandtheMyanmaPetroleum
Products Enterprise in serving the public interest.

As the government has been in the drive to
ensure a clean administrative machinery through
effective supervision of itsfunctionsfromall angles,
theMinistry of Energy isalso strivingto offer smooth
and efficient servicesto the public.

Public cooperation is required in combating

\mi sconduct, the ministry said. —MNA )
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Felap awards

medal to Castro

Havana, 12 Feb—The
Latin American Journ-
alists Foundation (Felap)
hasawarded Cuban|eader
Fidel Castroaspecia one-
off medal, recognizinghis
attempts to fight misin-
formation, Cuba’'s Press
reported on Sunday.

Juan Carlos Camano,
head of the 80,000-strong

organization, presented
the medal to Ricardo
Alarcon de Quesada,
president of Cuba's
National Assembly of
People’s Power, who
accepted it on behalf of
the leader.

Camano said that
Castro had sustained the
ideas of the struggle by

|ran dismisses US allegationsthe
country supplied Iraq bombs

TEHERAN,12 Feb—Iran’ s government dismissed US
allegations that the Iranian Revolutionary Guards
provided bombs to Shiite Muslim militias in
neighbouring Irag.

“These charges, on the basis of which a lot of
campaigning hasbeendone, arenot acceptabletoanyone,”
Foreign Ministry spokesman Mohammad Ali Hosseini
told reporters today in Teheran. “US dlegations about
Iran’ sinterferenceinlrag’ sunrestarewithout foundation.”
He added that “the accusations cannot be proved.”

Officials at the “highest levels’ in Iran ordered
bombsmadetheretobedeliveredtolrag, the Associated
Press reported from Baghdad, citing a senior US
intelligenceofficer who briefed reportersyesterday on
condition henot befurther identified. The* explosively
formedprojectiles’ arecapableof destroyingan Abrams
tank and have killed more than 170 coalition soldiers
since June 2004, AP said, citing the officer.

While US officials have long said such explosives
originated in Iran, they hadn’'t previously said top
Iranian leaderswereinvolved, AP reported. President
George W Bush' s administration accuses Iran, which
isrunby Shiiteclerics, of fuelling violenceand political
unrest by supporting ShiitemilitiasinIrag. “ Thisisnot
asolutiontotheproblem,” Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad said of theallegationsduring aninterview
aired today on ABC's “Good Morning, America’
programme. The USis“trying to hide its defeats and
failuresand that'swhy it’ s pointing fingersto others,”
hetold ABC. —Internet

the means of journalism
and foreign policy.

Alarcon said that
Castro had alwaysvalued
journalism and journa-
lists. And fromthestart of
the revolution, Fidel had
aways fought for truth,
he added.

Based in Mexico City,
Felap was founded on 7
June, 1976 and has
representatives from 20
countries— MNA/Xinhua

Russia’s President Vladimir Putin (C) attends a meeting with Saudi
businessmen in Riyadh on 12 Feb, 2007. —INTERNET

US policy causesinstability
In Middle East

MunicH (Germany), 12
Feb—US policy in the
Middle East has brought
only instability and
insecurity to theregion, a
top Iranian officia said
on Saturday in echoes of
similar criticism by
Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin.

“The (US) policy of
denial, isolation, adven-
turism, sanctions can only
serve instability in our
region,” Iran’ schief nuclear
negotiator and secretary of
the Supreme National
Security Council Ali
Larijani said in aspeech.

“The terrorists are
justifying their presence
in lraq because of the
occupation and so the
Americansannouncethey
will send moretroops... |
don’t know how we can

break thisviciouscircle,”
hetoldanannual gathering
of top security and defence
officials in southern
Germany. A US officid
dismissed Larijani’s com-
ments, which came at the
same conference where
Putin also blasted Was-
hington for exacerbating
tensions with a policy of
world domination.

“The speech was
typical Iran. This speech

was an example of why
Iran is so isolated in the
region,” the official, who
declinedtobenamed, said.

The United States
accuses|ranof supporting
insurgentsinlrag, acharge
Teheran denies.

Larijani also said in-
security caused by the
United States had an
economic impact as well.

“Any insecurity in our
regionis...animpediment

to economic growth,”
Larijani said in response
to aquestion.

Larijani chided the
United Statesfor the CIA-
sponsored coup that
toppledIraniannationalist
president Mohammed
Mossadegh in 1953 and
ushered the US-backed
Shah into power until the
1979 Islamic Revolution
exactly 28 years ago.

MNA/Reuters
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US Airways Group I nc, unsuccessful in a hostile bid for Delta Air LinesInc
last month, will seek United States authorization to begin flights to China

in 2008. —INTERNET
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Dancers
wearing ancient
Okinawan
Ryukyu court
costume
perform during
a Ryukyuan
dance
appearancein
Naha on the
southern
Japaneseisland
of Okinawa on
12 Feb, 2007.
INTERNET

7

said on Saturday.

Three USsoId|ersk|IIed In
explosion near Baghdad

BacHDAD, 12 Feb—Three US soldiers were killed and four othersinjured in
anexplosioninabuilding in avolatile areain Diyala Province, the US military

Theblast took place on Friday when soldiersfrom Task Force Lightning were
searching for awespon cache and clearing abuilding in the province, the military
saidinastatement. Atleast 3,120 USsoldiershavebeenkilledinIragsincetheUS-
led war on Iraq broke out in March 2003, according to mediacount. MNA/Xinhua
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Beuing, 12 Feb — A
satellite-based alert
system that will instantly
send warning of tsunamis
and updates on volcanic
activity to help speed

¥

- : Mkt -
Citizens appreciate a larg

2007. — XINHUA

elantern " dragon boat” at alantern festival in a
community of Jinan, capital of east China’s Shandong Province, on 11 Feb,

evacuationswaslaunched
on Friday by Japan, an
emergency official said.

Japan consistently
experiences about 10

Zambia’'s woman believed

percent of the world's
magnitude 6 or greater
earthquakes, which if

Under the system,
called “JALERT,” the
nation’ sFireand Disaster
Management Agency will
immediately transmit
warnings on tsunamis if
an earthquake occurs. It
will also issue alerts
following signs of
volcanicactivity basedon
information from the
Meteorological Agency to
|ocal authorities, said Fire

Japanese satellite war ns of
tsunamis, volcanos

and Disaster Management
agency spokesman Take-
shi Itoh. Information on
strong earthquakes after
they occur will aso be
sent, Itoh said.

The warnings will
activate communication
devices in the regions
connected to the system,
setting of f sirensandvoice
advisories via radio, Itoh
said. — Internet

to beoldest dies

Lusaka, 12 Feb— A
Zambianwomanbelieved
to be the oldest in the
country has died in
Petauke, Eastern Pro-
vince, at the age of 138.

grandmother had died
without the Guinness
World Book of Records
recognizing her as the
oldest woman.

The Guinness World

Book of Records until
recently recognized Julie
Winnefred Bertrand of
Canadaastheworld' soldest
woman. Shediedlastmonth
atage115—MNA/Xinhua

underwater can trigger
tsunamis, according to
Meteorological Agency
data. Thecountry also has
108 active volcanoes —
about 10 percent of the
world' stotal.

Abelesi Zulu died in
the early hours of Friday
in her homevillageinthe
province, local newspaper
Zambia Daily Mail re-
ported on Sunday.

Zuluhasthreechildren,
one of whom is over 80,
and morethan 150 grand-
children, but she had no
birth certificate or other
form of documentation to
authenticate her age.

Zulu’ sgrandson Jasab
Changa said it was un-
fortunate that her

US helicopter down north
of Baghdad

BacHDAD, 12 Feb— A US Apache helicopter went
down north of Baghdad on Sunday, local residents
said, but the US military said it was not aware of any
such incident.

Residents reported seeing a missile hit the attack
helicopter, which carriestwo crew, bringingit downin
theTimaymaarea, near Tqji, siteof amajor USair base
20 kilometres (12 miles) north of Baghdad.

US military spokeswoman Lieutenant-Colonel
Josslyn Aberle said she had no information on a
helicopter crashing in the area.

If confirmed it would bethe seventh UShelicopter to
havecomedowninIraginthelast threeweeks. TheUS
military has confirmed that at least four of those were
shot down after being struck by ground fire and saysiit
has adjusted its tactics accordingly.—MNA/Reuters

NEew Y ork, 12 Feb—Taking midday napsoftenmay
significantly reducetherisk of deathfrom coronary heart
disease, according to a new study by researchers from
the Harvard School of Public Health (HSPH) and the
University of AthensMedical School (UAMS)inGreece.

Subjectswhotook anap regardlessof thefrequency
and duration were one third less likely to die from
heart attack or stroke than those who did not, the
researchersreportedinthe 12 February, 2007 issue of
The Archives of Internal Medicine.

But some experts quickly warned that people
should not rely on taking anap to reduce their risk of
heart disease.

The results of the current study did not suggest
that napping caused reduction of death risk from
coronary events. Other factors may be involved.

Earlier studies were inconsistent. Some studies
found afternoon napping was linked with reduced
risk of heart disease, but some suggested otherwise.

Thecurrent study meant to establishan association
between taking anap and coronary mortality based on
data from “asizable cohort with a high frequency of

Afternoon nap may lower heart

disease risk

napping and information on potentially confounding
variables including reported comorbidity, physical
activity, and diet.”

Thestudy involved 23,681 menand womenliving
in Greece from the Greek European Prospective
Investigationinto Cancer and Nutrition[EPIC] cohort,
who had no history of coronary heart disease, stroke
or cancer at enrolment or at the start of the study.

Androniki Naska, lead author of thestudy, lecturer
of hygiene and epidemiology in UAMS, and senior
author Dimitrios Trichopoulos, professor of cancer
prevention and epidemiology at HSPH followed the
participants for an average of 6.3 years for their
napping habit and coronary mortality.

They found that nappers regardless of how often
and or how long they took naps were 34 percent less
likely to diefrom heart disease and stroke than those
who did not.

Those who regularly took naps, defined as three
timesaweek for an average of at least 30 minuteeach
time, had a37% |lower coronary mortality than those
who did not take siestas. —Internet
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“A worker clears snow from the top of a cable car
gondola at the top of the mountain near the
courses for the World Alpine Ski Championships
in Are, Sweden, on Sunday, 11 Feb, 2007.
INTERNET

A model shows a creation from the Autumn/Winter
2007 collection of British designer Caroline

Charles at the opening of London Fashion Week,
London, on 11 Feb, 2007.—XINHUA
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ECONOMIC NEWS

Venezuela cutstaxesto
control soaring

Caracas, 12 Feb —
The Venezuelan Govern-
ment on Sunday announc-
ed tax exemptions and
subsidies for some key
food products in a bid to
control soaring prices.

A shortage of somekey
food products has been
hitting the Venezuelan
markets of late, pushing
prices well above the
government fixed levels, a
scenario, which the

government blames on
speculators.

Beef, turkey, pork,
mayonnaise, porridge,
cheese and food transport
serviceswill beexempted
from value added tax.
Sugar, corn, sorghum and
rice will enjoy a 183-
million-USdoallar subsidy,
among which 70 million
will be paid in February
andtherest— 113million
— in September.

Theannouncementwas
made by Vice-President
Jorge Rodriguez, Minister
of Finance Rodrigo

Orices

Cabezas and Minister of
Light Industry and Trade
Maria Crigtina Iglesias in
Maracaibo, capital city of
the northwestern state of
Zulia, at the opening of a
market in Libertador
Avenue, where many of
the products are sold.
Since early 2003,
President Hugo Chavez
hasbeenregulating prices
for somebasic productsin
a bid to control inflation
and protect the poor.
MNA/Xinhua

Humanoid robots fight for the ball during a soccer tournament in Tokyo on

12 Feb, 2007. —INTERNET

Py

At atempléfair in Yichang,

some delicate cuisines carved out of pumpkins, which attracted many

ViSitors—I NTERNET

Sino-Japanese Honda produces
one millionth car

BelinG, 12 Feb —
Guangzhou HondaAuto-
mobile Co has become
China s fourth carmaker
— after Shanghai Volk-
swagen, FAW Volk-
swagen and Shanghai
General Motors — to
produceonemillioncars,
the company’s Beijing
office announced on

Sunday.

The Sino-Japanese
carmaker, established in
1998, increaseditsannual
output from 10,000 cars
in 1999 to 260,000 in
2006.

Despite being a
|atecomer to manufactur-
ing in China, Japanese
auto giant Honda has

Chinese COsraise more money
overseasthan at home

BEeliing, 12 Feb—
Chinese companies are
able to raise far more
money through initial
public offerings (1POs)
abroad than through
domestic IPOs, sources
withthe ChinaSecurities
Regulatory Commission

(CSRC) said on Friday.

The sources warned
that domestic bourses
should become more
competitive in order to
prevent quality domestic
firms from be-ing
seduced by overseas
bourses.

Aki Sawada of Japan performsduring the ladiesfree

According to a report
by the CSRC research
centre, 48 Chinese
companies went public
overseas in 2003, raising
approximately 7 billion
USdollars. Thefollowing
year, the number of
Chinesecompanieslisting
abroad nearly doubled to
84 and they raised 11.2
billion US dollars, three
timesmorethanthey were
able to raise on domestic
equity markets.

In 2005, 81 companies
from the Chinese

. |[Mainland listed in Hong

skating programme at the Four Continents Figure
Skating Championshipsin Colorado Springs, Colo,
on Saturday, 10 Feb, 2007. —INTERNET
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Kong, Singapore, the
United Statesand Canada,
thistimegarneringaround
20 billion US dollars
through IPOs, much more
than the 10 billion US
dollarsraised ondomestic
stock marketsin 2003 and
2004.

MNA/Xinhua

market in Lhasa, Tibet Autonomous Region
on 11 Feb, 2007.— XiNHUA

increaseditsmarket share
by leaps and bounds by
introducing a series of
new models to the
country, taking an ag-
gressive pricing ap-
proach, and tuning in to
theneedsof local buyers,
said analysts.

Guangzhou Honda
brought out the hugely
popular Accord in 1999
tofillagapintheChinese
market for high-end
private cars.

In 2003, when the
older model was still
selling well, Honda
pulled it from the
production line and
introduced a new,
relatively inexpensive
successor, forcing down
the prices of similar

| vehicles.

The Sino-German
carmaker Shanghai Vol-
kswagen, established in
1985asChina sfirstjoint
venture carmaker, pro-
duced its 3 millionth car
in 2005.—MNA/Xinhua

Indiareplaces Canada asChina’s
10th largest trading partner

Belanc, 13 Feb—
Indiaovertook Canadato
become China's tenth
largest trading partner in
January as monthly trade
between China and India
soared 63.3 per cent to
2.63 billion US dollars,
latest Customs statistics
show.

The European Union,
the United States and
Japan remained China's

2/14/07, 3:24 AM

top threetrading partners
during the period, with
bilateral trade volume of
26.46 billion dollars,
23.43 billion dollars and
17.51 billion dollars
respectively, up 37.9 per
cent, 27.8 per cent and
26.5 per cent each,
according to the General
Administration of Cus-
toms.

Sino-Canadian trade

volume stood at 2.23
billion dollarslast month.
South China's
Guangdong Province
reported 44.96 billion
dollars of foreigntradein
January, accounting for
28.6 per cent of the
national total. It was
followed by east China's
Jiangsu and Shanghai
provinces.
MNA/Xinhua
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Writer attractswidespread criticism, may bekilled

Forty years ago Mother was serioudly ill, so, we,
sisters and brothersreunited in Kyaikkhami. My elder
brother Ko Saw Ohn said, “You're quite a stranger.
What are you doing?’ | said, “I’m writing.” He said,
“Great! What sort of work areyou writing”. | said that
| was compiling abook titled ‘ Before our demise’ that
featured the political, economic and socia affairs of
Myanmar. Hesaid, “Hey, Min Swe, takeagreat careto
write. Asamatter of fact, many hatewriters.” My elder
sisterMaSaw Myintsaid, “ Y es, that’ sright. Personally,
I would kill thewriter | hate if an opportune favoured
me.” Her word made me smile. Brother said, “1'd say
MinSwe, awriter mightevenbekilled. Therehavebeen
many writers who were killed in the world and in
Myanmar, too. Writer Thein Pe Myint wasunder desth
threat for his work “Tet Phone Gyi (modern monk)”.
Another writer was logt, and he would never come
back.” “Y es, helived on 46th Street. One day in 1949,
he went out to buy cheroots and would never come
back”, | said. Hesaid, “Be aware of possible dangers. |
amworried Min Swe living on 49th Street went out to
buy some beer and would be lost on hisway.”

| submittedmy manuscripttotheliterary scrutinizing
committeein 2003 to get permission for publishing my
work ‘Before our demise’. A deputy director of the
literary scrutinizing department told methat thedecision
to grant permission for my manuscript was beyond the
authority of the department and my work was thus
forwarded to the central literary and registration board.
Headded that under the prevailing situation, hedid not
think | would get permission; and that heliked theway
| presented; and suggested | should continuemy writing
even if | did not get permission for that one.
Unfortunately, | wasnot givenpermissionfor publishing
that manuscript. Considering that permission might be
granted to publish my work after my demise, | gaveit
to my elder daughter The Paing Oo.

| got anopportunity tocompilesomeliterary works
whenKyaikkhami basi ceducation high school planned
topublishitsGoldenJubileecommemorativemagazine
in2005. It wastheschool wherel pursued education, so
| tried my best to compile some manuscripts for the

magazine. Among them, two poems “Return from
cemetery” and“Visitingaparadise” andanarticle“Life
and knowledge” were chosen.

Severd articles| hadwrittenwerefeaturedinY angon
Times Journa commencing the early 2006. Among
them, the article “My unforgettable old flamg” was
about K awpuntaung massacrecommitted by insurgents.
Intheincident, morethan 60 civilianswere daughtered,
two of them were Mon national female worker Daw
Ngweof my salt mining block and her daughter teenager
Mi Aye Thein. About 20 years later, | asked Daw
Ngwe' sanother daughter Uwefor her stance on the past
massacre. With tears, she said that she would never
forgive those who had killed her mother.

Beforel sentmywork“ My unforgettableoldflame”,
| wasstruck by an expression my brother said to methat
many of the writers might be killed. | admired the
Y angon Times Journal that chosemy article. Therefore,
Kawpuntaung massacre was known to the people.

Inthelate 2006, | wrote an article“From “ 75" Min
Sweto “88” Min Ko Naing” which wasinserted in the
newspapers. Then, | took ataxi, andwithoutintroducing
myself tothedriver, | asked himfor hisopinionabout the
artticle. All the taxi drivers whom | asked for their
opinions supported my article. A taxi driver said, “ That
articleisthefirst onel have ever seenthat ismentioned
inthenewspapers, but | think thewriter might bearrested
one day.” Another taxi driver gave me a comment
saying, “ That writer must havewrittenthat articlefor his
own-interest. Hesaid hewasan entrepreneur, but hehad
no private car. Now, aprivate car costsfrom 50 million
to 100 million kyats. His purpose must be to get a car
permit from the government.” His comment saddened
me. My writing articles is to serve the interest of the
nation and the people, not to seek mine.

| amwriting, but nottowinfavour of thegovernment,
nor to the liking of opposition party and international
organizations. And | amnotlooking forwardto anything
from the government in return of my articles. Onewho
seekssdlf-interest under thepretext of servingtheinterests
of thenationandthe peopleisan opportunist. Weshould
va uethefundamental rightsbestowed uponevery citizen.

correct palicy.

The RFA should have known that writers are not
biased. They havefavoursto none. Inthearticle “From
“75" MinSneto” 88" MinKoNaing” 1 saidthat MinKo
Naingwasaper sonwhosacr ificed hisinterest. Andhewas
arighteousman. However, heserved morethan 15years
for histerminjail,and helacked sufficient experienceand
he would realize the prevailing conditions only when he
had been mature enough. | pointed out that he should
widen hishorizon so that hewould be ableto exercisea

( Ngar Min Swe

Theroleof aself-seeker under theexcuseof servingthe
interestsof the nation and the peopleiseven|lower than
that of abeggar.

Today, there are a lot of people who seek sdlf-
interest shouting the interests of the nation and the
people. Among them, some got millionsof USdoallars.
Inthe period of independence strugglesin 1946, anold
Shan man presented gold barsto Mgjor-General Aung
San, saying that the present was for the latter’ s family
during the period of independence struggles. However,
Major-General Aung San did not accept the gold bars.
Today, the nation sees many opportunists who are
receiving a lot of cash assistance from various
international organizationsonthepretext of servingthe
interests of the nation and the people. It is public
knowledgethat somepersonshavewon medalsranging
fromonetonearly 90, actingtothelikingof international
anti-government organizations.

In December 2006, | wrote “King of the hell
and Ngar Min Swe” and “From Ngar Min Swe to
Daw SuuKyi”, whichwerestatedinthenewspapers
published on 9 and 10 January 2007. The RFA in
the evening news programme on 10 January said
that that day’s Myanmar newspapers carried an
article designed to attack Daw Aung San Suu Kyi.
U Myint Thein of the NLD said that the writer of
the article insulted the public by writing such an
article. The RFA also said that the mgjority of the
readers were dissatisfied with me, who wasjust a
matriculation schoolboy in 1974, for my calling
Daw Suu Kyi, Ma Suu. | was not attacking Daw
Suu Kyi, just presenting my opinions. | wrote that
articlenot toinsult thereaders, but just to servethe
interest of the people.

| think RFA staff canguessthat | wasameatricul ation
schoolboy in 1974, so, | must beinmy latefortiesnow,
and Daw SuuKyiisnow 61. My eldest sisterisoneyear
older than Daw Suu Kyi. | call her MaNyo. | consider
Daw Suu Kyi who is daughter of Mgj-Gen Aung San
and who ismorethan 10 yearsolder than me, to bemy
elder sister. So, | mentionedher“MaSuu” inaccordance
with Myanmar tradition, and every Myanmar citizen
understands well it.

So, it wasclear that the expression of the RFA was
just asinister accusation designed to incite violent acts
following a conflict among Myanmar people.

That was not al the RFA aired about the event. It
alsosaidthat that day’ swritersof thenewspaper articles
werejust Red Hlag members. And thegovernment was
using such Red Flag members with the intention of
misleading the people into considering me (Ngar Min
Swe) to beaRed Flag member. Mon Statewherel was
born has not seen any movements of the Red Flag
communigts. In the time when | was 16, Red Flag
members met their end in Myanmar. And | have never
seen a Red Flag member. | want to ask the RFA a
question—Who is a Red Flag member like?

(Seepage7)
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(from page 6)

The RFA should have known that writers are not
biased. They havefavourstonone. Inthearticle “From
“75” Min Sweto“88” MinKoNaing” , | said that Min
KoNaingwasapersonwho sacrificed hisinterest. And
hewasarighteous man. However, he served morethan
15 years for histerm in jail, and he lacked sufficient
experience, and he would realize the prevailing
conditions only when he had been mature enough. |
pointed out that he should widen hishorizon so that he
would be able to exercise acorrect policy.

Jimmy of the group of Min Ko Naing welcomed
thearticle, saidthe RFA. | washappy to hear the news
that officials concerned sent back Min Ko Naing and
members to their homes. | would like to urge “88”
generation group members to join hands with the
government and the people so that the nation will be
able to tackle the economic crisis the mgjority of the
people are suffering from. Now, it is about time to
work together, not to waste valuable time by arguing.

As Mag-Gen Aung San said to the country, now
Myanmar peoplehaveto makeeffortsabout four or five
times other countries do. Now, other countries are
working hardtoestablishparadises. So," 88" generation
group members should not hinder Myanmar people
striving for keeping abreast of other nations. Here, |
would like to put you a question “Which country do
you want Myanmar tobelike—Iraq or thePeople's
Republic of China? And | would aso like you to
answer this question with reasonable points of views.

Inthearticle“King of the hell and NgaMin Swe”,
| said dueto the supplication of NgaMin Swe, theKing
of the hell realized the prevailing situation and granted
amnesty tothelivestock breeders. And | pointed out the
need of freedom of news expression to make authentic
Situations to the people.

Inthearticle” From*“75” Min Sweto* 88" Min
KoNaing”, | said that Daw Suu Kyi had not done
anything in the interests of the nation and the
people till 1988 when she was over 40; that she
ignored Myanmar that was getting into economic
crisis in the time of the Myanma Socialist
\ProgrammeParty; that shecametoMyanmar only

Writer attractswidespread criticiam,...

when sheknew well that shewould secure aplacein
theMyanmar politicsarena when the 8-8-88 unr est
broke out; and that so it was doubtful if shewas a
politician who made sacrificesin theinterest of the
people. In addition, Myanmar peoplewerefacing a
variety of difficultiesdueto the economic sanctions
imposed at her instigation. And | pointed out that
Daw Suu Kyi should mend her ways to exercise a
correct policy. Thearticle“From Ngar Min Sweto
Daw Suu Kyi” was aimed to enable the people to
knowwhether Daw Suu Kyi wasan opportunist who
took aseat intheMyanmar politicswhen the 8-8-88
unrest brokeout in Myanmar.

Our ancestorssacrificed their livesto repel the
colonialists who established the Empire where the
Sun never set. It has been nearly 60 years since
Myanmar hasregained independence. Nevertheless,
Myanmar not been a developed country yet.
Myanmar is blessed with rich natural resources
with favourable climate, but it still lags behind in
development due to the fact that Myanmar people
have not been equipped with a strong spirit.

Inthepost-independenceperiod when thenation
was being rebuilt, many of Myanmar people were
opportunists and sdlf-seekers. They gave priority to
their coming to power, their promotion, and their
welfare. When the AFPFL Party came into power,
many joined it. When, the Myanma Socialist
Programme Party came to power, they joined it
again. When the Tatmadaw was in office, such
per sons wanted to become chairmen of ward Peace
and Development Councils. Some joined the NLD
when that party waslikely towin theelection. Solong
asMyanmar peoplear eseekingsdf-interestsbyjoining
hopeful partiesand organizations, the nation will be
far from development in various sectors.

Today’ s party members should make self-criticism
to know why they joined the party concerned—in the
interest of the nation and the people or their own, and
whether they are opportunists or not.

In addition, they should be able to distinguish who
are salf-seekers and who make sacrificesin theinterests
of thepeople. Wepeoplearetomakesd f-criticisnsothat

\

wewill not become opportunistsand to make effortsto
transform the nation into amodern and developed one
under the correct policy hand in hand with those who
make sacrifices in the interests of the people. Our
country will develop rapidly if the nation is built by
righteous persons with correct policies.

Now, we people still have to make efforts to build
a modern and developed nation. However, we have
beenableto prevent theUnionfromcollapse, andlosing
sovereignty and independence. In the process, many
people had to sacrifice their lives and limbs and seif-
interests.

There have been a large humber of Myanmar
people who have sacrificed their livesto safeguard the
independence beforetheir children have grown up. We
will aways honour such noble persons. | would liketo
urge the youth to always honour the goodwill of their
forefatherswho sacrificedtheirlivesandlimbstoregain
and safeguard independence, and to make harmonious
efforts with might and main to build a modern and
developed nation.

| have transformed a lot of experiences and
knowledge | gained many years ago into newsarticles.
Here, | haveto express my heartfelt thanksto Minister
for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, officias of the
News and Periodicals Enterprise, the Yangon Times
Journal and the 7 Day News Journa who helped me
present my opinionsto the people.

Frankly, | do not know personally with them, and |
havenever held discussionswiththem. And noneof my
friendsisawriter. | havewrittenmany articlesfreely and
of my ownvalitionintheinterests of the nation and the
people.

Through my experiences, | haverealizedthat atrue
writeriscontent withwhat hehasevenif helivesinahut,
has hismeal with fish paste, and goesto hisdestination
on atrishaw. | emulate the success of such writers.

My elder brother warned methat many of the
peoplehatewriters, and writer seven may bekilled.

Whatever it may be, | will not giveup my hobby
“writing”.

Trandation: MS
Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 13-2-2007
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Peoplevist the” Sairinka”
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light festival in Obihiro in Japan’snorthern
idand of Hokkaido on 11 Feb, 2007. Theillumination event will be held
until 4th March . — XiNHUA

Majority of Polesagaing US \
anti-missle sysem |

Moscow, 13 Feb — The
majority of the Polish
population opposes the US
plans to deploy anti-ballistic
missile (ABM) systems in
Poland, visiting Polish
Deputy Prime Minister
Andrzei Lepper said here on
Monday.

Also as a leader of the
Poland' s Sdf-Defence Party,
Lepper said the party initiates
the creation of a public
movement, to be called
“Stop Shield”, which would
am at holding a referendum
on the deployment of ABM

2/14/07, 3:24 AM

systems in Poland, Russian
News agencies reported.

Lepper said some 70
per cent of the population
of Poland opposes the
deployment of ABM systems
on itsterritory when meeting
with Deputy Chairman of
Russia’'s Upper House of
Parliament  Alexander
Torshin.

Imports of Polish
agricultural products to
Russia were also discussed,
he said. Lepper proposed
setting up abilateral working
group of agricultural deputy

ministers to overcome the
differences in the field.

“This issue would be
solved more efficiently and
promptly without partici-
pation of third parties,”
Torshin said.

Washington wanted to
ingtall up to 10 ground-based
interceptorsin Poland and an
advanced radar station in the
Czech Republic, Henry A
Obering, head of the US
Defence Department’s
Missile Defence Agency,
told reporters last month.

MNA/Xinhua



8 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Wednesday, 14 February, 2007

“'wPrimé Minister General Soen inspects Shwegyin Hydel Power Project. — NA

Prime Minister General
Soe Win inspects...

(from page 1)

They alsoinspected thesitefor construction of the
power plant and progress of the supporting spillway.

Shwegyin Hydel Power Project is being imple-
mented on Shwegyin Creek near Kyauknaga Village,
six miles from Shwegyin. It is one of the projectsin
Sittoung Basin. An embankment measuring 3,610 feet
long and 185 feet high is under construction. On
completion, the Shwegyin Hydel Power Plant will
generate 75 megawatt through the dam.

In the afternoon, the Prime Minister and party
arrived at Kunchaung Hydel Power Project sitein Pyu
Township.

In hisreport, Minister Col Zaw Min said that the
project is being implemented on Kunchaung, nine
miles from Pyu. The 60-megawatt hydel power plant
will generate 190 million kwh yearly. Construction-3
of theHPID in cooperationwith | rrigation Department
iscarrying out tasks of the project not only to generate
electricity but also to supply water for agricultural
purpose.

Deputy Minister for Electric Power No 1 U Myo
Myint briefed the Prime Minister on construction
tasks, and Deputy Minister for Energy Brig-Gen Than
Htay on fulfillment of fuel.

Next, the Prime Minister and party viewed con-
struction tasks and digging the long pre-stressed tun-
nel. At present, 149 feet out of 335feet long tunnel has
been dug.

Afterwards, thePrimeMinister and party inspected

14-2-07NL 8

dredging of up-stream tunnel and down-stream tunnel
at the approach tunnel No 1, construction of 18 feet
diameter and 5,756 feet long tunnel, the power intake
building, the water control tower and spillway.

The Ministry of Electric Power No 1 and the
Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation will undertake
the project. On completion, the project installed
with three 20 megawatt turbines will produce 60
megawatt and contribute to supply of water to
110,000 acr es of farmlands.

At Khabaung Hydel Power Project in Oktwin
Township, Minister Col Zaw Min reported on 80 per

o o 3 ‘-'—,. > '('.

2/14/07, 3:24 AM

cent completion of the project. Director-General U
Kyaw SanWinof | D also presented reportson progress
of the dam.

In his instructions, the Prime Minister said that
the government has been building hydel power
projects attached to the damsin Sittoung Basin. Itis
necessary to complete the dams and hydel power
plants as well asirrigation facilities and function of
power supply.

He continued to say that Yenwe Multi-purpose
Dam Project has aready been completed. On comple-
tionof K habaungand K unchaung hydel power projects,

;‘!-,_.\ Lok 3
Khabaung Dam Project. — MNA

irrigation and power supply tasks will contribute to
development of the region to a certain degree. If the
projects complete earlier than scheduled, local people
can enjoy fruitful results of the projects.

He stressed the need for departmentsconcernedto
actively take part in the tasks on prevention against
floods in Sittoung and Myitmakha Basins and recla-
mation of farmland being supervised by the com-
mander. ThePrimeMinister urged all to seek thebetter
way to carry out the tasks of the projects to meet the
target as soon as possible.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister viewed progress
of the embankment and spillway. They also looked
into construction of the water tunnel and the power
plant.

KhabaungHydel Power Projectisbeingimple-
mented on Khabaung Creek, 15 miles west of
Oktwin. Theproject will gener ate 30 megawatt and
irrigate about 100,000 acres of farmland.

After inspecting tasks of the project, the Prime
Minister and party arrived back here in the evening.

MNA
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Phado Aung San welcomes Chairman of KNU/KNLA Peace Council Commander of No 7 Brigade Maj-Gen Htay Maung. — MNA

(from page 16)
On the occasion, the State and the Tatmadaw presented gifts and provided construction materials, foodstuff, household goods and farm implements for 309

members of KNU/KNLA and 11 family members led by Chairman of KNU/KNLA Peace Council Brigade-7 Commander Maj-Gen Htay Maung.

Commander of South East Command Brig-Gen Thet Naing Win extended greetings to peace group led by Chairman of KNU/KNLA Peace Council Brigade-

7 Commander Maj-Gen Htay Maung.

As the speech clearly highlighted the goodwill and attitude of the Government and the Tatmadaw towards national people and national race armed groups,

excerpts from the speech are published. — MNA

National peoplehavebeenresiding peacefully intheUnion of Myanmar
sincetimeimmemorial.

Duetothedivide-and-rule policy of the colonialists, there were armed
strugglesin the country soon after regaining theindependenceand the
country lagged behind in development.

Thelonghistory shows, thecountry wasstrongwhen ther ewasnational
solidarity. It isobviousthat the country became weak when therewas
no unity.

After taking the State duties, Tatmadaw gover nment, upholding Our
Three Main National Causes, has been putting all its energy into
endeavoursfor national reconsolidation.

After realizingthegenuinegoodwill and sincer eattitudeof theTatmadaw,
17 national race armed groups and various small groups made peace
with the gover nment.

Tatmadaw member shavewitnessed thelifeof thepeoplewhohadtolive
under dire poverty due to lack of peace and stability and thus have
sympathy for them.

The government is desirous of improving the living standard of local
people. However, it has been ableto carry out the development tasks

only in theregions of peace groups.

Thespecial regionswhich cooper atewiththeTatmadaw havedeveloped
rapidly and improved considerably in all sectors.

Leaders of various peace groups are now attending the National
Convention and discussing thedr afting of thefutur e constitution of the
Union.

Therefore, the Tatmadaw continued to welcome all the organizations
that had not made peace with it.

Despite hindrances and interferences, members of Kayin National
Union (KNU)/Kayin National Liberation Army (KNLA) Peace Council
and their families led by Maj-Gen Htay Maung made peace with the
government asdesir ed by peace-lovingK ayin nationals. TheTatmadaw,
the gover nment and the people welcomed them with open armsand he
honoured M aj-Gen Htay Maung for hisworthy decision.

KNLA led by Maj-Gen Htay M aung has now become a strength of the
State and a for ce on which local people can rely.

The Tatmadaw gover nment and all the people will provide assistance
not only for members of KNLA and their families but for regional
development.

Member s of remaining armed groups areinvited to make peace.

Feb — Union Day dele-
gates of states and
divisionsreturned to their
respective regions this
morning and evening
after attending the 60th

Union Day delegates |leave

NAYy Pvi Taw, 13 | Anniversaryof UnionDay | Thaung Lwin  and
receptionanddinner. They | members, and officials of
wereseen off atthehostels | respectivesubcommittees.
by Chairman of accom- MNA

modation subcommittee

Deputy Minister for Rail
Transportation Thura U

/
Union Day delegates
from Mon State

leave Nay Pyi Taw
Thebest timeto plant atreewas| = &t atendingthe
60th Anniversary
20 year s ago. Union Day
imai Celebration.
Second best timeisnow. Mrhi lon
\_
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Forestry Minister
arrives back
from Kenya

NAy Pvi Taw, 13 Feb — Minister for Forestry
Brig-Gen Thein Aung arrived back here from
Kenya, on 11 February after attending the 24th
Meeting and ministerial level environmental
conservation forum of United Nations
Environmental Programme (UNEP) at Nairobi,
Kenya, from 5 to 9 February.

Representatives of 138 nations, 17 UN agencies
and 125 international organizations attended in the
meeting and discussed environmental impacts of
globalization and how to deal with environmental
problems in reforming the United Nations.

During his stay in Nairobi, Minister Brig-Gen
Thein Aung held talks with his counterparts from
Brazil, Nigeria and Ghana, deputy ministers from
Cuba, Mexico and Venezuela

On 9 February, Forestry Minister Brig-Gen
Thein Aung also met with Deputy Minister for
Foreign Affairs Mr Moses Wetangula and discussed
bilateral relations between the two countries.

MNA

Forestry Minister Brig-Gen Thein Aung being
welcomed back by Minister Brig-Gen Thura
Aye Myint at Nay Pyi Taw Airport. — MNA

Minister receives Vice-President of Shin
Satelllte Public Company L td

NAyY Pyi Taw, 13
Feb— Minister for
Information Brig-Gen
Kyaw Hsan received Mr
Makin Petplai, Vice-
President of Shin Satellite
Public Company Limited
of Thailand at the
minister’s office here
yesterday.

Also present at
the call were directors-
general and managing
directors of the depart-
ments and enterprises
under the ministry and
officials concerned. ‘
MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan receives Mr Makih Petl'ai‘of Shin
Satellite Public Company Ltd. — mNA

'People can make complaints about malpractices |
of personnel of Ministry of Home Affairs

Nay Pyi Taw, 13 Feb— In accord with the
guidanceof theHead of State, “ Removethe practices
of colonial period and safeguard the interest of the
State and the people”, the Ministry of Home Affairs
has been serving the interest of the State and the
people after forming the Ministry of Home Affairs,
General Administration Department, Myanmar Police
Force, Bureau of Special Investigation and Prisons
Department. The ministry is responsible for
undertaking the tasks for security of the State,
prevalence of law and order, community peace and
tranquillity and community welfare services.

If any service personnel of any rank of the
Ministry of Home Affairs commit malpractices
LinvoIving money, property and opportunity and

oppressthe peoplein administrative and economic
and social affairs, making improper use of the
rightswhich arenotin conformity withtheexisting
laws and procedures, those who suffer personally
can complain to the minister (phone 067-412040,
fax 067-412016), the deputy minister (phone 067-
412072) and the deputy director-general (phone
067-412069, fax 067-412439), the Ministry of
Home Affairs, Office No 10, Nay Pyi Taw and e-
mail: ddg.gad@gad.gov.mm.

Investigation will be made by theinspection
team legally formed by the Ministry. The people
are urged to make true complaints and the ministry
guarantees not to cause people's grievance.

MNAJ

77 reach destination in
second leg of 1,000-mile
cycling race

YaNnGon, 13 Feb — Second leg of the 1,000-
mile cycling race was launched this morning at
Letpadan, and 77 athletes reached Pyay, the
destination of the second-leg.

The first leg of the race started at Youth
Training Camp (Thuwunna) in Yangon yesterday.
A total of 106 cycling athletes participated in the
first leg and 78 reached Letpadan, the destination
of the first leg.

The third leg, stretching a distance from Pyay
to Taungdwingyi, will start at Pyay at 6 am
tomorrow.

The 1,000-mile cycling race is organized by
Myanmar Cycling Federation with the assistance of
Myanma Olympic Committee and Ministry of

Sports.
MNA
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Coord Meeting on
Public-based Home

Care Service held

YaNnGon, 13 Feb —
Myanmar Nurses and
Midwives Association
organized a coordination
meeting on Public-based
Home Care Service from
8 to 10 February at Aye
Y eik Nyein Meeting Hall
of Industrial Zoneat Ward
64 in Dagon Myothit
(South) here. Presentwere
Project Manager Pro-
fessor Dr Daw Khin Nyo,
members of Central
Project Committee,
coordinators and deputy
coordinators.

They discussed facts
on giving treatment and
care to AIDS and other
diseases affected patients
and providing their family
members with help in
health and social sectors.
Then, they discussed
advantages and dis-
advantages of the plans
being carried out and laid
downfutureplans.—MNA | {_

DEMOPLR
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PONT MAKE UNSC YOUR PUPPET

‘M yanmar friendship association in Japan...

(from page 16)

officials accepted the letters.

Myanmar friendship association in Japan staged the demonstration in support
of justice and Myanmar. The demonstrators carried the placards of slogans
expressing “Welove Myanmar”,
isnot an export commaodity”, “Don’t make UNSC your puppet” and “Myanmar
needs not pr%sure but understandl ng —M NA

“Let Myanmar decidetheir fate”, “ Democracy

FOPT COMMODITY
i DECIDE THEIR FATE

P\-L-F-m: hmﬂ;q

R’_n:c-[:' IHE AT UNDERSTANDING

* RetipRar D“:'L""%
Y

UNDERSTANDING &

Standing by the sde of justice, Myanmar frlendshlp assomaﬂon in
Japan, who can’t bear to see the unreasonable acts of US and Britain
that submitted a draft resolution against Myanmar to the UNSC,
carrying placards stage demonstration in front of Embassy of Britain

in Tokyo, Japan.

J
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Chinato standardizetransfer of
domestic bad loansto foreigners

Belaing, 12 Feb — China will adopt strict measures to standardize the
transfer of bad loansof domesticfinancial institutionstoforeigninvestors, so
as to protect the legitimate rights and interests of investors and enhance ||
smooth treatment of domestic bad loans.

TheNational Develop-
ment and Reform Com-
mission (NDRC) and
the State Administration
of Foreign Exchange
(SAFE) have jointly

issued a notice saying
that the bad loan transfer
will be included in the
management of China's
foreign debts.

The notice says

Two Italian women

murdered in Cape Verde

RomE, 12 Feb — Twoyoung I talian women have
been murderedinthetropical Atlanticisland state
of Cape Verde, the Italian Foreign Ministry said

on Saturday.

Two bodies were
found by local police on
Friday on information
given by a third Italian
woman who said she
escaped the attack in
which her friends were
killed.

The third woman, a
17-year-oldidentified as
Agnese, told Italian TV
by telephone that the
three of them had goneto
dinner on the island of
Sal on Thursday withtwo
local menwhotook them
to a wood and beat the
two girls to death with
rocks.

Agnese said she was
knocked unconsciousbut
|ater recovered and went

for help.

Cape Verde, a former
Portuguese colony, isan
archipelago about 500
kilometres (310 miles)
off the coast of Senegal
where tourism is a vital
part of the economy.

MNA/Reuters

measures aimed for the
transfer of bad loans of
domestic financial
institutions to foreign
investors will become
effective on 1 April this
year.

Any domesticfinancial
institutionswhichwant to
transfer their bad loansto
foreign investors should
first report to the NDRC
and SAFE.

MNA/Xinhua

A curious child points at a traditional sugar painting at the Spring Festival
Folk Culture Fair in Nanjing, capital of Jiangsu Province, in eastern China
on 11 Feb. Folk performances and decorative handcrafts attracted many

citizens and visitors to come and visit.—XINHUA

/F orest Whitaker poses
with the Actor in a
Leading Role award

for “The Last King of
Scotland” at the
BAFTA (British
Academy of Film and
Television Arts)
awards at the Royal
OperaHousein
London on 11 Feb,
\_ 2007.—INTERNET

Algeria seizes Sahara
artefacts from visitors

ALGIERS, 12 Feb — Algerian authorities seized
250 archaeological artefacts about to be smuggled
abroad by foreigners visiting the Sahara Desert last
month, a government newspaper said on Saturday.

El Moudjahiddaily did notidentify thenationalities
of theforeignersbut said Customsservicesrecovered
the pieces at an airport in the southern province of
Tamanrasset, 1,700 kilometres (1,060 miles) south
of the capital Algiers. — MNA/Reuters

Four crashed to death by
train in Brazil

Rio be JANEIRO, 12 Feb — Four peoplesleeping on
rail tracks were killed by a speeding train in atown
in the Brazilian state of Sao Paulo on Sunday
morning, local police said.

The accident occurred in the early hours of the
morning when a50-wagon train was speeding along

US soldier diesof gunshot wound in Afghanistan

KasuL, 12 Feb — A US soldier died of a gunshot wound on Sunday in the
normally safe northern Afghan province of Balkh, which borders Uzbekistan, the
US military said in a statement.

No details were released other than to say the death was being investigated by

the tracks in Brotas, a town about 245 kilometres
fromthecity of Sao Paul o, whilefour peopleincluding
two teenage brothers were seeping there, police
said. Thecauseof theaccident wasbeinginvestigated,
police said. — MNA/Xinhua

Eight killed
INn south
China’s

the US military authorities. Combat deaths are rare in the province, the capital of
which isthe relatively prosperous city of Mazar-i-Sharif, near the Uzbek border.

Afghanistanisbracing for amajor bout of spring fighting when the snows melt
in afew months. Last year was the bloodiest since a US-led invasion ousted the
Taleban in 2001.— MNA/Reutrs

Photo taken on 11 Feb, 2007 shows the beautiful rime scenein Aweitan town
of Altay, northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. — XINHUA
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factory fire

SHeEnzHEN, 12 Feb
Eight people died fol-
lowing a factory fire on
Sunday in the booming
Shenzhen City of south
China's Guangdong Pro-
vince, confirmed local
authorities.

The fire broke out at
about 2:15 p.m. in afour-
storey building of the
Yanghua High-tech
Factory that produces
electronic components.

Rescuersput off thefire
an hour later, recovering
eight bodies in the debris,
whodiedfromsuffocation.

A total of 235 workers
were evacuated and
another ten were rescued.

MNA/Xinhua

2/14/07, 3:25 AM

Lightning killstwo

in north India

New DeLHi, 12 Feb — Lightning killed two
teenagers and injured many otherswhen a hailstorm
hit Agrain north India s Uttar Pradesh, Indo-Asian
News Service reported Sunday.

“Thetwo were fatally hit by alightning Saturday
night in a village near Agra,” the local police said
Sunday. Thehail accompanyinglightningal so caused
serious damage to crops, especially potatoes, said a
local government official. — MNA/Xinhua

Death toll risesto 90 dueto

cold weather in Mexico

Mexico CiTy, 12 Feb — The deaths of some 90
peoplehavebeenlinkedto cold weather which began
on 18 October, Mexico’'s Health Ministry said in a
statement on Sunday. The main causes were carbon
monoxide poisoning, burns and hypothermia, and
many of the dead were shantytown residents —
whose homeswere made from wood, cardboard and

.corrugated iron.— MNA/Xinhua
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ADUVERTISEMENTS

CLAIMSDAY NOTICE

MV GATI SUVIDHA VOY NO (72307)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV GATI
SUVIDHA VOY NO (72307) are hereby notified that
the vessal has arrived on 12.2.2007 and cargo will be
dischargedintothepremisesof M.l.Pwhereitwill lieat
the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the
byelaws and conditions of the Port of Y angon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am
to11:20amand 12 noonto4 pmupto ClaimsDay now
declared asthethird day after final discharge of cargo
from the vessal.

No claimsagainst thisvessel will beadmitted after
the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/SGATI COAST TO COAST
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

=

M.Vaap

- Building
A MODERN STATE

[ This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference

3 Tllustrated with colourful photographs.
O Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

Awvailable at
=l Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon

1 . R A = 2 =
= f i AN g B Ry o
e

MY ANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting.
International Cooperation.

On sale US$ 5.00

B 381448,249031

MNews and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,
Yangon &: 294306

Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon

Suicide bomber attacks
NATO forcesin SAfghanistan

KasuL, 12 Feb— A suicide car bomber targeted
NATO forces, but only killed himself in Kandahar
Province of southern Afghanistan on Saturday,
provincial police chief Asmatullah Alizai said.

The attacker drove an explosive-laden car toward
NATO forces outside Kandahar City, the provincial
capital, at around 10:00 am local time, Alizai told
Xinhua. Thecar blew up prematurely, andtheexplosion
only killed the bomber, he added.

No one has claimed responsibility, but Taleban
militantshaveusually carried out similar incidentsbefore.

Eleven Taleban militants were killed by Afghan
and NATO troops in the neighbouring Helmand
Provinceon Friday. Kandahar and Helmand havebeen
hotbeds of Taleban militants, who clash with foreign
and Afghan forces frequently.

M orethan 300 people, mostly militants, have been
killed in Taleban-related violence in Afghanistan this
year.—MNA/Xinhua

At least 34 killed, 140 wounded in bomb

attacksin downtown Baghdad

BacHDAD , 12 Feb __Thedeath toll roseto at | east
34 and 140 people wounded in double car bombings

An Iraqgi gesturesasheshoutsat thesitewhereacar
bomb exploded in central Baghdad. The death toll
roseto at least 34 and 140 peoplewounded in double
car bombings and a homemade bomb blasts in
downtown Baghdad marketson Monday. — XiNHUA

markets on Monday, an Interior Ministry source
said.

“Our latest report said that at least 34 people were
killed and more than 140 other wounded by the two
attacks,” the source told Xinhua on condition of
anonymity.

A simultaneous car bomb blasts went off around
midday in the Shorjah market, the main commercial
centre in Baghdad, the source said.

“One car bomb was parking in front of the Kinani
building and the other one was parking some 100
metres away,” the source said.

Earlier, the source said there was one car bomb
detonated in the busy market. Two columns of black
smoke rose over the area.

Meanwhile, a homemade bomb exploded in the
Hara] market in Baghdad' s al-Sharji area, the source
added.

Internet

Singapore projects population
leap, reviewsland use

SINGAPORE, 12 Feb—
Singapore is projecting a
40-per-cent riseinitspopu-
lation to 6.5 million, and
is reviewing how best to
use the city-gate's limited
land space to handle the
explosive change, local
mediareportedon Saturday.

National Development
Minister Mah Bow Tan
said the Concept Plan of
2001, a 10-year blueprint
for land use, had been

overtaken by events,
suggesting that the
population— which now
stands at 4.5 million —
had grown faster than
expected.

The Straits Times
newspaper quoted Mahas
saying that without
planning and investment
potentia investors could
be deterred by insufficient
land and infrastructure.

MNA/Reuters

Shipping giants eye
China’'slargest bonded
harbour area

TianaN, 12 Feb—Three
shipping giants are
planning to move con-
tainers via northern
Tianjin City’s Dongjiang
Bonded Harbour Area,
which aimsto become an
international free trade
zone, local authorities
have revealed.

Sweden’s Mediter-
ranean Shipping Com-
pany, French Compagnie

—
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A shop assistant sells ]
Valentine's Day dolls
on 11 Feb, 2007 ina
storein Yinchuan in
the Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region.
The storeisamong the
wave of Chinese
retailers cashingin on
the growing popularity
of the holiday for
lovers—XINHUA

Maritimed’ Affretement,
and Korean Hanjin
Shipping, three of the
top ten, signed an
agreement with Tianjin
Port on Wednesday,
hoping to take advantage
of free economic policies
grantedtotheMainland's
largest bonded harbour
area.

The 10-square-ki-
lometre area of Tianjin
Port is expected to be
operational by the end of
this year. It will enjoy
preferential taxation and
foreign exchangepolicies
andfocusoninternational
distribution, global pro-
curement and export
processing, said Yu
Rumin, president of the
Tianjin Port (Group) Co
Ltd.

MNA/Xinhua

2/14/07, 3:25 AM

NATO chief callsfor

partnership with Russia

MunicH, 12 Feb—NATO Secretary-General Jaap
de Hoop Scheffer said here Saturday that a strategic
partnershipbetweenNATO and Russiaisintheinterest
of both sides.

NATO"“needstofind partners’ inorder to deal with
thecurrent and upcoming global challenges, andRussia
remains an important one, said Scheffer at a high-
profile security conferencein southern German city of
Munich.

“NATO cannot afford not to do this” if thealliance
isto meet global challenges such as terrorism in the
future, he said.

However, the NATO chief saw a“ disconnect” and
“disappointment” ashesought cooperationwithRussia.

Earlier in the day at the same meeting, Russian
President Vladimir Putin accused the United States of
“amost uncontained” use of forcewhich hasled other
countries to seek for weapons of mass destruction,
including nuclear weapons.

"The legitimate use of force can only done by the
United Nations, which cannot be replaced by EU or
NATO,” he said.

Some 250 top officials from over 40 countries,
including German Chancellor AngelaMerkel, and EU
chief diplomat Javier Solanaand US Defence Secretary
Robert Gates participated in the 43th Munich security
conference which will run from late Friday until

Sunday.— MNA/Xinhua
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A vender sellsa shirt with Chineﬁerpatterns and charactersin a Chinatown in

Y icHaNnG(Hubei Province), 12 Feb —
Chinese Vice-Premier Zeng Pelyan has
instructed local authorities to improve
thelivesof peoplerel ocatedtomakeway
for the gigantic Three Gorges Project.

Zeng caled for more attention to
relocationworkin ThreeGorgesareas, to
ensure local residents move out as
planned, areableto liveastablelifeand
have the opportunity to gradualy get
rich. Local governments should
strengthen employment training for
relocated people and try to lift their

Chinese V-P sayslife must be
Improved for people

incomes, Zeng said at awork conference
held here, in central China's Hubei
Province, from 10 to 11 February.

Currently, morethan 1.2 million people,
or over 85 per cent of those covered by the
origina plan, havebeenrd ocated,involving
an invesment of 54.4 hillion yuan (6.98
billionUSdollars). Therestwill beresettled
beforetheweater|leve inthereservoirreaches
175 metres in 2008, one year earlier than
scheduled. Zeng dso stressed qudity and
Security issues during the congtruction of
the project— MNA/Xinhua

Jakarta, capital of Indonesia, on 11 Feb, 2007. —XINHUA

Blige, Chili Pepperswin three
Grammys each

Los ANGELES, 12 Feb —
R&B singer Mary J Blige
and Cdifornia rock band
the Red Hot Chili Peppers
each won three Grammy
Awards on Sunday, while
pop veterans Stevie
Wonder and Tony Bennett
added to their bulging
collections during early
proceedings.

Blige headed into
Sunday’ sceremony witha
leading eight nomi-
nations, ahead of six for
theRed Hot Chili Peppers.
She also lost three races,
but remains a contender

for record and song of the
year.

Blige won the statuettes
for best R& B dbum, “The
Breakthrough,” as well as
R& B songandfemaeR& B
vocal performance, bothfor
“Be Without You.”

Anemctiona Bligesaid
she was gratified at the
positive attention she was
now receiving after years
of negative publicity
surroundingthehard-living
ways she has now
renounced.

The Red Hot Chili
Peppers, who had won just

two previous Grammys to
date, werehonouredfor best
rock song and best vocal
performance, both for the
hitsingle”Dani Cdifornia”
Their CD, “Stadium
Arcadium,” whichisupfor
the coveted album of the
year award, also won for
the boxed/limited-edition b
package Grammy. The
band lost the short-form
video race.

MNA/Reuters

Members of the Soweto Gospel Choir accept the award for Best Traditional
World Music Album, for “Blessed,” at the 49th Annual Grammy Awardsin
Los Angeleson 11 Feb, 2007. — XiINHUA

Six feared dead In
cavern on Tenerife

MabRriD, 12 Feb— Rescueworkerswerestrugglingto
reachsix people, whomthey feared may havesuffocated,
deepin an underground cavern on the Spanishisland of
Tenerife on Sunday, a spokeswoman said.

The six were part of a group of 30, including
scientists and members of a nature organization, who
entered the caves on Saturday. Most had managed to
get out of the caves unaided, but eight wererescued in
the early hours of the morning with acute breathing
difficulties and were taken to hospital.

“The chances are not good. They have been in
theremany hoursand oxygenisshort,” aspokeswoman
for the emergency services said. “The tunnels are
very narrow. Thereisnot much air and thiswasabig
group.”

Theunderground labyrinthson thevolcanicisland of
Tenerife, off the coast of Morocco, are known to some
locals. Newspaper El Pais said some were tunnels
excavatedinthe19th Century inthesearchfor water and
that they were often filled with volcanic gases.

Those missing were 1,500to 2,000 metres (5,000to
6,500 feet) underground and accessfor rescueworkers
was very difficult, the spokeswoman said.

MNA/Reuters
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Survey says| T technology promotes
dating abuse among teens

Beling,12 Feb—Thenewly devel oped information
technology products, such as cell phone, e-mail and
Internet messaging, put teenagers at a high risk
forabusive behavior and violence in dating,media
reported Monday quoted anew survey as saying.

The survey, carried out by Teenage Research
Unlimited at the request of Liz Claiborne Inc, found
nearly 25 percent of teensinarel ationship had received
hourly text messages or phone calls to check up on
them between midnight and 5 am. One out of six said

they had received messages 10 or more times an hour

Ten thousand Nanjing citizensin eastern China’s
Jiangsu Province sign their names on a petition
to support the proposal of listing the Spring
Festival asa World Cultural Heritage,
on 11 Feb, 2007. — XINHUA

2/14/07, 3:25 AM

overnight. “According to our experts, contacting that
frequently with those kinds of questions is simply
about control and intimidation. It's not a casual
conversation,” said Jane Randel, vice president for
Liz Claiborne Inc.

According to the survey, more than athird of the
teenssurveyed saidboyfriends or girlfriends had
harassed them with text messages, and a quarter said
their partner had used acell phone, e-mail, blog or Web
chat to insult them.

Oneinfivesaidtheir boyfriendsor girlfriendshad
used cell phones, e-mail or Instant M essaging to press
themfor sex, andonein 10 said they had beenthreatened
with violence, thesurvey found.

Kendrick Sledge, a survivor of dating violence,
told students about the importance of speaking out
about such abuse. “I didn't end it because of the
physical abuse.”

"] was tired of not being able to do anything
without being berated,” said Sledge. “I’m one of the
lucky ones, and | have made something good out of a
terrible situation.”

The survey was released at the launch of the
loveisrespectorg, The National Teen Dating Abuse
Hotline, an Internet and telephone service to help
teenagers involved in abusive relationships. It is
sponsored by Liz ClaiborneandtheNational Domestic
Violence Hotline. — Internet
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Bammer beats Dulko

to land first tour title

PaTtTAYA (Thailand), 13
Feb— Unseeded Austrian
SybilleBammer launched
a late fightback to win
her first tour title on Sun-
day with a 7-5, 3-6, 7-5
victory over GiselaDulko
at the Pattaya Open.

With Dulko dictating
the play in the final two
sets, the 26-year-old sur-
vived three match points
to climb back into conten-
tion for her first title after
11yearsonthe WTA tour.

"It was a very tough
match," Bammer said. "I
was very lucky to win
today." "l just tried to
keep fighting and tried
to play more aggres-
sively," she told a news
conference. "She was
playing really well and
makingitdifficulttoplay
my game."

The Austrian took the
first set after anervy start
from both players, with
sixthseed Dulkodropping
four service games and
Bammer losing three.

Bammer madetheearly
headway inthe second set
with a2-0 lead before the
tenacious Argentine

pulled back three games,
chasing every ball and
forcing her opponent into
astring of errors.
Dulkocontinuedtopile
on the pressure in the de-
ciding set with delicate
drop shots and powerful
forehand returns but
Bammer held firm.
MNA/Reuters

Barcelona's player Ronaldinho (R) istackled
by Racing Santander's captain Pablo Pinillos
during their Spanish first division soccer league
match at Nou Camp Stadium in Barcelona
on 11 Feb, 2007. — XINHUA

FA welcome backing over 2018
World Cup bid

Lonpon, 13 Feb— A
government study sug-
gesting England are in a
good position to bid for
the 2018 World Cup fi-
nal swaswelcomed by the
Football Association on
Monday.

Thestudy, which came
as British chancellor
Gordon Brown reiterated
his support for abid, said
England was well-placed
in terms of stadiums and
general public support —
should the FA decide to
press ahead.

TheFA iswaiting until
FIFA, the game's ruling
body, indicateswhichcon-
tinent will be chosen for

2018 under its rotation
policy. South Africa will
host 2010 and the 2014
tournament will beheldin
South America
FA chief executive

Brian Barwick said in a
statement: " FIFA havenot
yetannouncedwhichcon-
tinent will be awarded the
2018 World Cup, but if it
does come to Europe the
FA will give very serious
consideration to a bid.

"Wehavethestadiums,
theinfrastructure, amulti-
cultural society and apas-
sionfor thegamethat few
countries can match.

"Inaddition, every ma-
jor European football na-

tion has hosted the World
Cup since 1966."

As for politicians,
Barwick said: "Govern-
ment backing is a central
part of any successful
World Cup bid and this
study underlinesthisgov-
ernment's commitment to
bringing the world's big-
gest sportseventsto these
shores—MNA/Reuters

Mickelson forges one ahead
after 9 holes at Pebble Beach

PeseLeE BEacH (California), 13 Feb— Phil Mickelson
survived a lost ball to move one shot clear midway
through the final round of the Pebble Beach National
Pro-Am on Sunday.

The Masters champion, tied for the overnight lead
with fellow American Kevin Sutherland, mixed four
birdieswith adouble-bogey fivetoreachtheturnat 16
under overall.

That left him a stroke in front of PGA Tour rookie
John Mallinger, who wastwo under for theday afer 10
holes, and two ahead of playing partner Sutherland,
who double-bogeyed the ninth after hitting his ap-
proach out-of-bounds.

Britain's Greg Owen, boosted by an eagle-three at
the sixth, was afurther two shots adrift at 12 under in
atie for fourth after completing 12 holes in the best
weather of the week at the Pebble Beach Golf Links.

Level with Owen was American world number two
Jim Furyk, after four birdiesin the first 11 holes.

Biddingfor histhirdtitleat PebbleBeach, Mickelson
madeafast startinmorning sunshinewithbirdiesat the
par-five second and the par-four fourth, where he
rolled in a 12-footer.

Twostrokesclear playing the par-threefifth, hethen
overshot the green with histee shot and had to declare
alost ball after afruitless five-minute search.

After trudging back to the tee to hit his third shot,
Mickelson boldly attacked the pin for a second time
but was unable to sink a 12-foot putt there to escape
with a bogey-four.—MNA/Reuters

Milan coach delighted
by Ronaldo’s debut

Rowmeg, 13 Feb— AC Milan coach Carlo Ancelotti said he was delighted with
Ronaldo's debut in a 2-1 win over Livorno on Sunday.

Thethree-times FIFA World Player of the Y ear, who Milan signed from Real
Madrid for 7.5 million euros (9.7 million US dollars) last month, gave alively
performanceafter coming onfor thefinal 30
minutes of the Serie A match at the San Siro

stadium.

television.

"He played for half an hour, created three
chances, looked dangerous from long range
and did very well to free himself from
his markers,” Ancelotti told Italy's Sky

"Hemust improve hisphysical condition,
but | believehewill bevery important tous.”

Soderling sends
Sweden into last eight

Minsk, 13 Feb— Robin Soderling
outlasted Max Mirnyi 6-7, 7-5, 6-7,
7-6, 6-3 in the first reverse singles on
Sunday to clinch victory for Sweden in
their Davis Cup first-round tie against

Belarus.

Soderling's epic victory after four
hours of high-octane tennis gave the
visitorsanunassailable 3-11ead over the
Belarussiansin the three-day encounter
at Minsk'sindoor soccer arena, sending
the Swedes into the quarterfinals.

Inthelast eight, theseven-timesDavis
Cup championswill face the winners of
the first-round clash between Austria
and last year's runners-up Argentina.

Belarus number two Vladimir
Voltchkov was scheduled to take on
Thomas Johansson in the fifth rubber
later on Sunday.—MNA/Reuters

Japan's I noue Kossel, top, and
Belarus' Yury Rybak take part in the
men's over 100-kg final during the
Paris Judo tournament, on Sunday,11
Feb, 2007 at the Palais Omnisports de
Paris-Bercy venue. Kossei won the
match.—INTERNET

i o

AC Milan's Ronaldo runs
during their Serie A soccer
match between AC Milan
and Livorno in Milan,
northern ltaly, on 11 Feb,
2007.— XINHUA

@,

Ronaldo, who played for Milan's city
rivals Inter from 1997 to 2002, received an
ovation when he replaced fellow Brazilian
Ricardo Oliveira.

Ronaldo, whose last competitive appear-
ance dated back to Real's 2-0 defeat to
Deportivo Corunaon January 7, agreedthere
was plenty of room for improvement.

"Itwentreally well," hesaid."I'vestill got
alot to learn from this group of players, but
I'm pleased with the start I've made. Sooner
or later the goals will come."

MNA/Reuters
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DFB says German region should halt
matches after violence

BerLIN, 13 Feb— The
head of the German soc-
cer federation (DFB) said
onMonday all matchesin
theeasternstateof Saxony
should be postponed this
weekend after hooligans
attacked policeinLeipzig
on Saturday.

Around 800 Lokomo-
tive Leipzig supporters
assaulted some 300 po-
lice after a regional cup

2/14/07, 3:25 AM

match in the Saxon city,
causing dozens of inju-
riesinwhat wasthelatest
outbreak of violence in-
volving lower league
clubs in Germany. "I
wouldstop all matchesin
Saxony this weekend as
a gesture of solidarity
toward the police,”
DFB President Theo
Zwanziger told a news
conference in Frankfurt.

No current Bundesliga
clubs are from the state.
Saxony's soccer asso-
ciation (SFV) said it sup-
ported Zwanziger's pro-
posal and said it would
instruct itsthree affiliated
local associations to give
their backing. "We want
to send a signal,” SFV
head Klaus Reichenbach
said in a statement.
MNA/Reuters



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Wednesday, 14 February, 2007 15

Putin says Hamas victory marksfailure of US ME diplomacy

Moscow, 13 Feb — Russian President VIadimir Putin hascontinued hisattack on USforeign policy,
calling Hamas' victory in Palestinian parliamentary elections early last year a defeat for US Mideast

diplomacy.
“Of course, this was

asevereblowtoAmerican
diplomacy,” Putintoldthe
pan-Arab al-Jazeera TV
channel on Sunday, ahead
of hisvisitto Saudi Arabia.

Hameas, or theldamic
Resistance Movement,
defeated the long-
dominant Fatah group of
President Mahmoud

Abbasinthepoll inJanuary
2006. The United States,
Israel and the EU severed
ties with the Hamas-led
government subsequently.

“Hamas carried the
elections. Itisthepower of
people,” Putin said. “It is
necessary to respect the
choice of people.” Hamas
cals for Isradl’s destruc-

tion. Acknowledging that
powerful countries could
wieldsignificantinfluence,
Putin said, “We would
redly like our American
partnersaswell toact more
cooperatively and listen
moreto al thoseinvolved
in this process.”

Russia acted
correctly by establishing

A visitor observes an ice sculpture during the international ice
sculpture festival ‘“Modern Ice Era’ in Jelgava, about 48 km (30 miles)
from the capital Riga, Latvia on 10 Feb, 2007. —INTERNET

contacts with the Hamas
movement after its
victory, he said.

The Russian leader,
however, softened his
tongue by saying that the
United States should not
bear full responsibility for
everything that is going
on inthe Middle East.

“Thereisalot wedo
not like and we disagree
with US policy, but it
would also be wrong to
demonizeit,” Putin said.

“First of dl, it is
those who live in those
territories, theArab states,
Israel, and Pal estineitself,
who bear responsibility
for al that is going on
there,” hesaid, addingthat
the United States, Russia,
and Europe also bear
responsibility for the
situation.—MNA/Xinhua
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Tuesday, 13 February, 2007

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thun-
dershowers have been fairly widespread in Kachin State,
isolated in upper Sagaing Division and weather has
been partly cloudy in Chin State and lower Sagaing
Division and generally fair in the remaining States and
Divisions. Night temperatures were (3°C) above nor-
mal in Mon State and Bago Division, (5°C) above nor-
mal in Kachin States and Taninthayi Division and about
normal in the remaining areas. The significant night
temperatures were Namhsan, Pinlaung and Heho (5°C)
each. The norteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded
were Myitkyina (0.3) inch, Putao and Machanbaw
(0.22) inch each.

Maximum temperature on 12-2-2007 was 98°F.
Minimum temperature on 13-2-2007 was 68°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hours MST on 13-2-2007 was
64%. Total sunshine hours on 12-2-2007 was (8.7)
hours approx.

Rainfall on 13-2-2007 was (nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon. Total rainfall since
1-1-2007 was (nil) at Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and Cen-
tral Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-
Aye) was (6) mph from Northwest at (11:15) hours
MST on 12-2-2007.

Bay inference: Weather is generaly fair in the
Andaman Sea and South Bay and partly cloudy else-
where in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 14-2-2007: Rain
or thundershowers are likely to be isolated to scattered
in Kachin, Chin, Northern Rakhine and Shan States and
Sagaing and Mandalay Divisions and weather will be
partly cloudy in Bago, Ayeyawady, Yangon and
Taninthayi Divisions and generaly fair in the remaining
States and Divisions. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the sea: Seas will be slight to moderate
in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days:. Likelihood
of isolated rain or thundershowers in the Upper
Myanmar aress.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbouring
areasfor 14-2-2007: Partly cloudy to cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areasfor 14-2-2007: Generaly fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areas for 14-2-2007: Partly cloudy to cloudy.

4 Untimely Rainfall Warning A

(I'ssued at 11:00 hours M ST on 13th February, 2007)

According to the observation at (06:30) hrs MST

today, due to the influence of the western disturbance

from the west, rain or thundershowers are likely to be

idolated to scattered in Kachin, Chin, North Rakhine,

Shan States and Sagaing and Mandalay Divisions within
\next (48) hrs commencing noon today. )
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Despite hindrances and interferences, peace
restored as desired by Kayin nationals
Tatmadaw government and the entire national people warmly
welcome peace group and family membersled by KNU/KNLA
Peace Council Chairman M aj-Gen Htay Maung
Membersof remaining groupsare invited to make peace

\\

A

Z

NAY Py1 Taw, 13 Feb— Thevictory of peace
welcoming ceremony of Kayin National Union
(KNU)/Kayin National Liberation Army (KNLA)
Peace Council, who arrived to cooperate after realiz-
ing and accepting the endeavours of the Government,
Ehe people and the Tatmadaw for national

reconsolidation, peace and prosperity and moderniza-
tion and development of the nation, was held on a
grandscaleinHtotkawkoeVillageof Kawkareik Town-
ship, Kayin State, on 11 February.

Also present on the occasion were Military
Affairs Security Chief Maj-Gen Y e Myint, Chairman

of Mon State Peace and Devel opment Council Com-
mander of South-East Command Brig-Gen Thet Naing
Win, senior military officers, Chairman of Kayin
State PDC Col Khin Kyu and officials, invited guests
and other peace groups.

(See page 9)
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Myanmar friendship association in Japan
protests attempt of gover nments of US and

Britain tointerferein Myanmar’sinternal affairs

Demonstrators carry placards of slogans
expressing “Demaocracy is not an export
commodity”, “Don’t make UNSC your puppet”

in front of US and British embassies in Tokyo
L ettersthat demanded US and Britain not to
submit draft resolution on Myanmar to
UNSC again given to embassies

[~ N B M

Protestors stage demonstration carrying placardsin front of US
Embassy in Tokyo.

Nay Pvi Taw, 13 Feb — Standing on the truth, Myanmar friendship
associationin Japan demonstrated against incorrect andintol erableactsof theUS
and Britain that submitted a draft resolution to take action against Myanmar by
the UN Security Council.

The protest took placein front of the British Embassy in Tokyo at 2.30 pm
and asimilar protest took placein front of the US Embassy in Tokyo at 3.30 pm
on 13 February.

With the permission of Japanese police force, 25 members of Myanmar
friendship association in group carried placards opposing the attempt of the
governments of the US and Britain to interferein Myanmar’ s internal affairs.

The letters that demanded the US and Britain not to submit the draft
resolution on Myanmar to the UNSC again weregivento theembassi es. Embassy

 Joint-tatement of All Myanmar Hindu Central Council,\
Sanatan Dharma Swayamsfvak Sangh (HQ) on

Freedom of worship fully allowed in Myanmar
Slanderousreport of CSW aiming at jeopardizing
peace and stability totally unacceptable

NAay Pyi Taw, 13 Feb—Certain powers of the West and their cohorts have
been inventing slanderous accusations against Myanmar with the intention of
interfering in and manipulating her affairs.

Britain-based Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) issued a 23-1-2007
dated report, saying that Christians in Myanmar were under suppression in its
conspiracy to tarnish the image of Myanmar internationally.

Regarding the report, All Myanmar Hindu Central Council and Sanatan
Dharma Swayamgfvak Sangh (HQ) issued a joint-statement opposing the
slanderous accusations. —MNA

The following is the translation of the joint-statement.

1. The government of the Union of Myanmar has granted followers of
Hinduism freedom of worship like those of Buddhism, Christianity and Islam. It
has allowed Hindus to freely hold religious ceremonies, practise their religious
beliefsand renovatetemplesin all parts of the nation. The Ministry of Religious
Affairs of the Union of Myanmar has been providing stipends to the Hindu
Central Council. Moreover, the ministry granted free pass to missionaries for
promotion and propagation of Hinduismwhilefamiliesof the Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy and Air) donated rice, edible oil, salt, medicines and cash for perpetuation
of Hinduism. Thereis no such generous donations and grantsin other countries
except Myanmar. The opening of religious ceremoniesof Hindusin Myanmar by
the ministerial level and above officialsis something to be proud of for Hindus.

2. However, at theinstigation of some powers, the CSW issued a statement,
saying that there has been persecution on Christiansin Myanmar. The statement
also said that Islam believers were tortured, Rohinja Islam oppressed while
Buddhist monks and nuns were detained in prisons. The attempt was aimed at
creating aninternal problem through religious conflicts between the government
and the people and among individuals.

3. CSW’sreport was aimed at causing intra-religious conflicts. Civil war
happening in Iraq is due to the ill attempt of some big countries to cause
dissension among Muslims, for example, areligious conflict between Palestin-
iansand Israglis. Likewise, Sanatan Dharma Swayamsfvak Sangh HQ under all
Myanmar Hindu Central Council opposes the attempt to harm peace and
tranquillity of the State by fabricating religious issues with the intention of
threatening sovereignty.

4. Theinstigation of some big powers by using CSW as atool with intent
tointerferein Myanmar’ sinternal affairswasunjust. They are merefabrications
and slanders. All in all, we strongly denounce any ploy to hamper peace and

(See page 10)
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kprosperity of the State and the people. — MNA )
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