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The Union of Myanmar

The State Peace and Development Council

The Law Amending the Myanmar Merchant Shipping Act, 2007
The State Peace and Development Council Law No. 1/2007

The 6th Waning Day of Tabodwe 1368 ME
(7th Feberuary, 2007)

The State Peace and Development Council hereby enacts the following

be substituted as follows:

Law: “(3)near coastal voyage ship meansaship employedin trading between
1 ThisLaw shall be called the Law Amending the Myanmar M er chant any portsin the Union of Myanmar or between any port inthe Union
Shipping Act, 2007. of Myanmar and any port or placein Indiaor Pakistan or inthe Straits
2. Theexpression* home-tradeship” contained inthe Myanmar Merchant Settlements, or inthelsland of Sri Lankaor countries as stated in the
Shipping Act shall be substituted respectively by the expression “near coastal notification published by the Department of Marine Administration
voyage ship”. with the approval of the Ministry of Transport;”

\3. Sub-section (3) of section 2 of the Myanmar Merchant Shipping Act shall (Seepage 7) )
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Secretary-1 briefsforeign diplomats on activities of
Committee for Prevention of Recruiting Child Soldiers

All Myanmar ar med forces including army are for med

s

with those who join them of their own volition

%

Y ANGON, 7 Feb — Chairman of the Committee
for Prevention of Recruiting Child Soldiers Secretary-1
of the State Peace and Devel opment Council Adjutant-
Generd Lt-Gen Thein Sein had a meeting with diplo-
matsof foreignembassiesto Myanmar at the Tatmadaw
Guest House on Inya Road here at noon yesterday to
make clarification to the steps being taken by the
committee.

Also present on the occasion were Lt-Gen
Myint Swe of the Ministry of Defence, Committee

members Minister for Foreign Affairs U Nyan Win,
Vice-Chief of Armed Forces Training Brig-Gen Zaw
Win and Maj-Gen Ngwe Thein of the Ministry of
Defence, senior military officers, official sof theSPDC
Office, heads of department of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Acting Deanof Diplomatic Corpsto Myanmar
French Ambassador Mr Jean Michel LACOMBE and
diplomats, and resident representatives of UNDP,
UNICEF and ICRC.

The committee chairman in his speech said
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein clarifies tasks of the Committee for Prevention of Recruiting Child Soldiers. — mna

that he would explain the committee’s goals, objec-
tives and performances and work progress. With a
view to preventing minors being recruited into armed
forces, protectingtheir interests, and ensuring enforce-
ment of the orders and directives on protection of
under-age children, the committee with him as chair-
man was formed on 5 January 2004.

In order to achieve the objectives of the com-
mittee, the committee laid down a Plan of Action to

(See page 8)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.
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All faiths enjoy freedom of
wor ship in Myanmar

The people in Myanmar enjoy freedom of
worship and have the rights to express their
faiths. Buddhists, Christians, Muslims, Hindus
and other religious groups have been living in
the country in unity for centuries.

However, some big western nations and
their allies with the intention of interfering in
Myanmar’sinternal affairs make false accusa-
tions that there is no freedom of religion in
Myanmar .

England-based Christian Solidarity World-
wide (CSW) issued a report on 23 January,
saying that Christiansin Myanmar wer e under
suppression. Some British Members of Parlia-
ment announced that they called on the United
Nations Security Council to passaresolution as
there were severe violations of freedom of reli-
gion in Myanmar.

Theabove-mentionedreport and dr aft r eso-
lution harmed Myanmar’scondition of unity in
religion. Their attemptsareconspiraciestomis-
lead international communities into misunder -
standing Myanmar and mistrust the people of
different faiths.

The Catholic Bishop’s Conference of
Myanmar, the Myanmar Council of Churches
and the Yangon Young Men’s Christian Asso-
ciationissuedtheir correct attitudes, statingthat
the activities of some outside or ganizations had
no connection at all with them.

There has been the flourishing of sound
resultsof freedom of wor ship of all faithsand the
rightsto expressfaithsin Myanmar.

Interference of some big western nations
and cohort organizations in Myanmar affairs
through false accusations ar e the usual acts of
neo-colonialists.

Opposethoserelying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

/
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Final part-I students of UM-1 visit MMCWA |
multi-functional building

)

Y ANGON, 7 Feb—
Accompanied by faculty
membersof University of
Medicine-1 (Yangon),
students of final part-I of
the university visited the
multi-functional building
of Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Associa-
tion (Central), here, this
morning.

Vice-President of
MMCWA Dr Daw Tin
LinMyint extended greet-
ings to them.

Wai Wai Thaexplainedor-
ganizational set-up of the
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Secretary Dr Daw t/icePr&ident of MMCWA Dr Daw Tin Lin Myint exten

e
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ds greetingsto

final year students of University of Medicine-1. — Mmmcwa

of the association.
The

elsand CEC member Daw

associationat differentlev-
ThazinNwe, oneducation,

economic and socia tasks

students

viewed the clinic and the
pre-primary school of the
Early Childhood Devel-

opment Centre at the
building.

MNA
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Myanmar Engineering
Society to hold paper
reading session

_ /

Y ANGON, 7 Feb —The paper-reading session
entitled Engineering Profession to be organized by
Myanmar Engineering Society will be held at the
building of MES on the Universities (Hline Campus)
in Hline Township on 10 February.

Professor Irandoust of Asian I nstituteof Tech-
nology and Vice-President Dr Daw Khin Ni Ni Thein
will give talks on the papers. Interested persons may
attend it. — MNA
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{ More Union Day delegates arrive }

Nay Pvi Taw, 7 Feb
— Delegates from states
and divisionsarrived here
by air and train today to
participate in the 60th
Anniversary Union Day
Celebration to be held at
the City Hall, here, on 12
February.

Officias of the ac-
commodation sub-com-
mitteeswelcomedthemat
the railway station and
Nay Pyi Taw Airport and
conveyed themto hostels.

Those who arrived
here today are delegates
from Shan, Mon, Kayin,
Rakhineand Kachin states
and Yangon, Taninthayi,
Magway, Ayeyawady,
Bago, Mandalay and MNA
Sagaingdivisons.—MNA  \_ J

Union Day delegates

from Shan State
arrive Nay Pyi Taw.

13th annual general
meeting of MFPTMA
on 16 Feb

Y ANGON, 7 Feb — The 13th annual general
meeting of Myanmar Forest Products and Timber
Marchants Association will be held at International
Business Centre, here, on Pyay Road at 5 pm on 16
February. Membersof theassociation areto attend the
meeting without fail. —MNA

2/8/07, 3:53 AM

Cooperation in trade and
investment to be discussed

between Myanmar, China

Yancon, 7 Feb — A delegation comprising
over 70 entrepreneurs of Yunnan Province of the
People' s Republic of Chinawill arrive here last week
of March to meet with Myanmar entrepreneurs in
Y angon. They will discussbilateral cooprationintrade
and investment.

They will also discusstimber, bamboo, furni-
ture, rubber, hydel power, construction, mining, trans-
port, agriculture, textile, electronic, livestock breeding
and machinery sectors.

Theentrepreneurswishingto attend themeet-
ing may enlist at the UMFCCI, not later than 20
February. — MNA




INTERNATIONAL NEWS

China vowsto boost tieswith
Japan amid warming relations

Belsing, 6 Feb—
Chinese Vice-President
Zeng Qinghong on Mon-
day pledged to further
advanceChina-Japanties.

“China would like to
step up exchanges and
cooperationwith Japanese
parties and friendship
organizations,” Zeng said
in ameeting with Liberal
Democratic Party law-
maker Noda Takeshi.

have"clearlyimprovedand
developed” since Japanese
Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe's visit to China in
Octoberlastyear, Zengsaid.

Abe's landmark visit
was widely seen as a
“turning point” in China-
Japan relations.

This year marks the
35th anniversary of the
normalization of China-
Japanrelationsand will be
ayear of sportsand cultural

China-Japan relations

Two foreigners buy a pair of palace lanternsat a
folk commodities bazaar in Beijing, capital of
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China, on 4 Feb, 2007.—XINHUA

exchanges for the two
countries.“ Thisisagolden
opportunity to develop
relations,” Zeng said.

“It is the common
responsibility and historic
mission of governments,
partiesand statesmeninthe
two countries to improve
China-Japanties,” theVice
President said.

Echoing Zeng' sviews,
Takeshi ascribed the im-
proving tie to the con-
tinuous efforts of leaders
in the two countries.

MNA/Xinhua
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Chinese President Hu Jintao and his Namibian counterpart Hifikepunye
Pohamba shake handsbefore holding talksin Namibia's capital Windoek on

5Feb, 2007.—XINHUA

US military in Iraq admit

alrstrikeerror

Manmubiya (Irag), 6
Feb—USmilitary officers
offered their condolences
on Monday to an Iraqgi
family south of Baghdad
inarareadmissionof error
after killing two innocent
Iragis in an airstrike last
Tuesday.

A US military state-
ment released on 31
January said two “in-
surgents’ out of a four-

man team were killed as
they weretryingtoplanta
roadsidebombinthetown
of Mahmudiya.

Calling the incident a
“tragic accident,” the
officers on Monday
handed out 2,500 US
dollars to the family for
each man killed.

A small group of US
officers, accompanied by
an lIraqgi officer and

gathering.
“l wish | couldroll the

Mahmudiya's mayor,
entered a tent with their

weaponswhere mourners
gathered to pay respect to
thevictims, shakinghands
with tribesman and
drinking hot coffee.
After one of the
tribesmen lectured the
Americansontheir“ many
mistakes”, Lieutenant-
Colonel Robert Morsc-
hauser apologized to the

clock back fiveor six days
and start again,” he said.

US military admi-
ssions of error arerarein
Irag.

Many Iragis believe
wrongful killingsof Iragis
at thehands of Americans
arefrequentandgenerally
go unnoticed.

MNA/Reuters

Two hurt by second UK
letter bom

D

LonDoN, 6 Feb—A
suspected letter bomb
exploded Tuesday,
injuring two people a a
businesscentresouthwest
of London, police said.

Emergency services
were dealing with a small
explosion about 9 am at a
company in Oaklands
Business Centre, Wok-
ingham, Thames Valley
police said in a statement.

Police said it was
“likely” that anitemof mail
had ignited and caused the
“small explosion.”

It was too soon to say
whether theexplosionwas
linkedtoaletter bombthat
detonated in central
LondonMonday, injuring
one person, police said.
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Sky News television
reportedthat thecompany
targeted in Tuesday’s
explosionwasinvolvedin
processing speedingfines.

On Monday, a padded
envelope exploded at an

officebelongingto Capita
Group, whichadministers
the $16 daily feemeant to
cut down on traffic in
central London and also
collectstelevision licens-

ing fees—Internet

R

Anti-lraq war
protester isled away
after being arrested
for ditting inside Sen

John McCain’s
(R-A2) officeto
protest funding for
thewar on Capitol
Hill in Washington,
on 5 Feb, 2007.
INTERNET

2/8/07, 3:53 AM

Critics chew out writers
of new food guide

OtTAWA, 6 Feb—Canadahasanew food guide for
thefirst timein nearly 15 years, and for the first time
itincludesan explicit call toinclude healthy fatsinthe
diet.

But the food bible ignores just how many extra
calories people would consume by eating a
recommended two to three tablespoons of unsaturated
fat each day, critics say.

The new food guide, four yearsand $1.5 millionin
themaking, isthefirstintheguide s65-year history to
provide recommendations on the amount and types of
food according to age and gender.

It recommends limiting foods with artery-plugging
trans fats and food and beverages high in calories,
saturated fats, sugar and sodium — cakes, pastries,
cookies and granola bars, doughnuts and muffins,
french fries, nachos, and sports and energy drinks.

As well, fruits and vegetables now make up the
largest arc in the food rainbow and, for the first time,
Canadiansarebeing urgedtotakeavitaminsupplement
— 400 international units (1U) of vitamin D daily for
men and women over theageof 50to protect bonesand
muscles.—Inter net
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Hackershit key I nternet
traffic computers

WASHINGTON, 6 Feb—
Hackers briefly over-
whelmed at least three of
the13computersthat help
manage global computer
traffic Tuesday in one of
the most significant
attacksagainstthelnternet
since 2002.

Experts said the
unusually powerful at-
tacks lasted for hours but
passed largely unnoticed
by most computer users, a
testamenttotheresiliency
of the Internet.

Behind the scenes,
computer scientistsworld-
wide raced to cope with

enormousvolumesof data
that threatened to saturate
some of the Internet’s
most vital pipelines.

Experts said the
hackers appeared to
disguise their origin, but
vast amountsof roguedata
in the attacks were traced
to South Korea.

The attacks appeared
to target UltraDNS, the
company that operates
servers managing traffic
for Web sites ending in
“org” and some other
suffixes, experts said.

Among the targeted
“root” serversthat manage

global Internettrafficwere
ones operated by the
Defence Department and
the Internet's primary
oversight body.

“There was what
appears to be some form
of attack during the night
hours here in California
and into the morning,”
said John Crain, chief
technical officer for the
Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and
Numbers.

He said the attack was
continuing and so wasthe
hunt for itsorigin.

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao(R) shakes hands with visiting Slovakian Prime
Minister Robert Fico in Beljing, on 5 Feb, 2007.—XINHUA

Internet

person wearing a protective suit and mask mounts a bicycle carrying a bag
at the avian-flu affected poultry farm at Holton near Halesworth in eastern
England on 5 Feb, 2007. —INTERNET

Lonpon, 6 Feb — A
British soldier was killed
on Monday by aroadside
bomb in Basra, taking to
100 the number killed in
action in Irag since the
US-ledinvasioninMarch
2003, the Ministry of
Defence said.

The attack on the
routine Warrior patrol
took place early on
Monday inthe Al Ashshar
District of the southern
Iragi city. There had also
been several civilian
casualties.

The name of the dead

100th Britisn soldier killed
In action in lraqg

soldier was not being
released until next of kin
had been informed.
Thedeathbringsto131
thetotal number of British
armed forces personnel
who have been killed in
Iraq since the invasion.
MNA/Reuters

BacHDAD, 6 Feb — A
US soldier waskilled and

Missing Miss Brazil surfacesin UK

Sao PauLo, 6 Feb —
The former Miss Brazil,
who disappeared five
months ago, has con-
tacted Brazilian police
fromLondontosay sheis
well and does not want to
be bothered, authorities
said earlier this week.

Taiza Thomsen, 24,
had not talked to her
family since September,
prompting her parents to
reguest helpfromauthori-
tieslast month. In her last
conversation with her
family, she said she was

8-2-07NL 4

in London.

The Brazilian federal
police said on Monday
that Thomsen called
investigatorson Saturday
tosay shewasin England
and nothing had happened
to her.

“Thomsen informed
that shewasdoingwellin
London and that she
didn’t want to be found,
not even by her parents,”
the police said in a
statement.

Theinvestigatorssaid
it did not appear she

Taiza
Thomsen
poses for
the Miss

Brazil

contest
on 8

April,

2002.
INTERNET

two others wounded in a
roadside bomb attack in
north of Baghdad, the US
military said on Monday.

The attack took place
on Sunday whenthebomb

was being pressured or
coerced by anybody, and
that they would close the
case. “ Shehastheright to

stay isolated,” the state- detonated on their  “ M-
ment said. — Internet 1117 Armoured Security

Vehicle while they were
conducting a combat
logistics patrol north of
Baghdad,” the military
said in a statement.
Earlier, the military
said another soldier died
Sunday of wounds sus-
tained during fight with
insurgents in Diyala

US soldier killed in bomb attack in Iraq

Province, northeast of
Baghdad.

Since the US-led war
inlragbrokeoutinMarch
2003, about 3,090 US
soldiers have been killed
inlrag, accordingtomedia
count based on Pentagon
figures.

MNA/Xinhua

Australia’s flood-hit
towns war ned of

crocodiles
SvpnEY, 6 Feb— Australians in flood-hit tropical

towns and motorists stranded on the side of flooded
roads have been warned to watch out for crocodiles
being flushed out of rivers and creeks.

One crocodilewas spotted swimming past apolice
roadblock near Ingham in far northeast Queensland
State on Sunday and another was seen in a flooded
street, police said on Monday.

“They probably wouldn't see the crocodile for a
start, they can hidethemselvesin 12 inches of water,”
Townsville police sergeant Dave Finaly told local
media.

“They can seeyou out of muddy water andthey can
move fast and alot of those people sitting on the sides
of roads —would be unsuspecting of this.”

Police said more crocodiles could beflushed out of
swollen creeksandinto streetsasheavy rainscontinue,
worsening floods caused by a tropical cyclone that
crossed the Queensland coast last week.

MNA/Reuters

2/8/07, 3:53 AM
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Actor Eddie Murphy (R), nominated for best

supporting actor for ‘Dreamgirls’, and Tracey
Edmonds, pose at the 79th annual Academy
Awards nominees luncheon in Beverly Hills,
Californiaon 5 Feb, 2007. The Academy Awards
will be given out in Hollywood on 25 Feb.
INTERNET
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Chinareportssales of 120m
mobile phonesin 2006

BelanG, 6 Feb — Sales
of mobilephonesin China
increased 40 per cent year
onyearto120millionunits
in 2006, said XieLinzhen,
deputy chief of the China
Mobile Communications
Association.

Xie said China has
becomeoneof theworld's
largest handset markets,
adding sales will likely
surge 25 per cent to 150
million units this year.

In 2006 Chinaproduced
a total of 450 million
mobile phones, of which
350millionwereexported,
he noted.

According to the
Ministry of Information,
foreign mobile phone
giantsincludingNokiaand
Motorala hold the lion's
share of the market, while
local mobilephonemakers
sold only 50 million units
on both the domestic and

Vietham not to
Import sugar in 2007

Hanol, 6 Feb—Vietnam
is expected not have to
import sugar thisyear, due
to its higher sugar pro-
duction, according to a
local industry agency on
Monday.

Vietnamisexpectedto
producenearly 1.3million
tons of sugar in the 2006-
2007 sugarcane crop
ending in July, up from
970,000 tons in the
previous crop, said the
Vietham  Sugarcane
Association.

Besides, the country
currently has more than
100,000 tons of the pro-
ductininventory, theasso-
ciation said, noting that its
sugar demand isestimated
a 1.37 million tonsin the
2006-2007 crop.

Viethnam imported
nearly 80,000tonsof sugar

in the first five months of
2006, increasing 15 times
over thesameperiod of the
previous year, said the
association.

overseas markets.

Xie added global
mobile phone sales
climbed 25 per cent last
year withtotal shipments
reachingonebillionunits.
Worldwide sales are ex-
pectedtogrow 20 per cent
thisyear, said Xie.

He said the rapid
increasein mobile phone
sales was a result of a
boomingworld economy
whichisallowing people
to upgrade to a newer
mobilephonemoreoften.

Last year the number
of mobile usersin China
reached 461 million, up
68 million from 2005.

“Chinese phone users
on average buy new
mobile phones every 21
months,” he said.

THE NEW
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A couple look into the mouth of a tiger-shaped snow sculpture at the Sapporo

Snow Festival in Sapporo, northern Japan on 6 Feb, 2007. The event, which
draws up to two million visitors to Hokkaido each year, started on Tuesday
and will run till 12 February. —INTERNET

 Russia bansBritish poultry imports |

Moscow, 6 Feb—
Russia has banned
poultry imports from
Britain following an
avian influenza outbreak
there, the country’s

MNA/Xinhua MNA/Xinhua | @imal and plant health
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engine fuel as a ship extracts remaining fuel
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from the grounded ship “ Sierra Nava” near Algecirasin southern Spain on 5
Feb, 2007. The ship ran aground on a Spanish beach in stormy season 28 Jan,
2007, breaching the hull and spilling engine fuel over protected coasts near
Gibraltar, Spanish media reported environmental groups as saying.—INTERNET

watchdog agency said on
Monday, while experts
confirmed cases of bird
flu in southern Russia.

The ban, effective
Tuesday, applies to live
chickens, incubator eggs,
poultry, all types of
poultry products with-
out thermal treatment,
fodder and used poultry
farm equipment, the
Federal Veterinarian and
Phytosanitary Control
Service said, quoted by
the Interfax news agen-
cy.

In Russia, the bird
flu virus was confirmed
in domestic birds that
died last month at small
farms in the Black Sea

region of Krasnodar,
news agencies |TAR-

TASS and Interfax
reported.
Tissue  samples

“showed that the H5N1
virus killed domestic
birds,” IrinaVVoronkova,
advisor to the head of the
regional consumer rights
protection watchdog,
told ITAR-TASS

No new deadly cases
among birds were regis-
tered for the past week.
The cases are the first in
Krasnodar this year.

In 2006, more than
300,000 birds died of
bird flu at one poultry
farm.

MNA/Xinhua

China Sonangol ordersthree
Airbus Corporate Jetliners

Beling, 6 Feb— China
Sonangol Monday dis-
closed that it had placed
a firm order for three
Airbus Corporate Jet-
liners (ACJs), becoming
the first named Chinese
customer for the aircraft.

The announcement
highlights the growth
of corporate jets in
China, as large com-
panies increasingly
recognizetheir benefits
as business tools for
executives.
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ChinaSonangol’ sfirst
Airbus ACJ is currently
undergoing cabin out-
fitting at Associated Air
Centre in Dallas, Texas,
and will be delivered
soon. It is powered by
CFM International CF-
M56-5 engines.

Asian sales of the
Airbus ACJ Family,
whichincludesthesmaller
A318 and larger A320,
run into double-digit
figures.

lantern, 11 metresin diameter and 8.5 metresin
height, on Nanjing street of Shanghai, east China,
to welcome the coming traditional Chinese Spring
Festival, which will fall on 17 Feb
this year —XINHUA

MNA/Xinhua

2/8/07, 3:53 AM

Olympic champion Liu’s
shoesfetch $25,000in
charity auction

BelinG, 6 Feb—A pair of Olympic champion Liu
Xiang' srunning spikesfetched 200,000 yuan (25,770
US dollars) at a charity auction for the children of
migrant workers in Beijing at the weekend, Xinhua
news agency reported on Monday.

Theshoessigned by the 110 metreshurdlesworld
record holder — China's biggest track gold medal
hopefor next year’ sBeijing Olympics— were bought
by Air China and fetched 50,000 yuan more than a
simliar pair at another charity auction last month.

A world championship gold medal donated by
triple Olympic champion diver Xiong Ni went for 1.28
millionyuanandatotal of 3.39 millionyuanwasraised
in the 17-hour televised auction.

MNA/Reuters
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Cit)}firefi'ghers pour water on an early-morning,

downtown Los Angeles two-storey commercial
building fireon 5 Feb, 2007. —INTERNET

HK suspends
poultry
import from
Britain

Hong Kong, 6 Feb—
TheCentrefor Food Safety
of Hong Kong said
Monday that it has
suspended processing
applicationsfor importing
poultry and poultry
products from Britain,
following confirmation of
an outbreak of the HSN1
avian influenza on a
poultry farm. The centre
will seek moreinformation
about the case from the
relevant authorities.

Hong Kong imported
about 11,400 tons of
frozen poultry meat and
offal from Britain from
January to October last
year, the centre said.

MNA/Xinhua

Vietham, Laosto strengthen
comprehensive cooper ation

Hanol, 6 Feb —
Vietnamand Laosagreed
to beef up their friendly
relations, special soli-
darity and all-round co-
operation, their top
leaders said Monday,
Laos news agency KPL
reported.

During their talks on
Monday, Choummaly
Sayasone, General
Secretary of the Lao

People’s Revolutionary
Party and President of the
L ao People sDemocratic
Republic, and visiting
Vietnamese State Pre-
sidentNguyenMinh Triet
agreed that the special
solidarity and the com-
prehensive cooperation,
in the context of the
rapid regional and
international develop-
ment, are of importance

in ensuring the victory of
the national defence and
construction in each
country.

The two sides
affirmed their deter-
mination in  well
implementing high-level
agreements, aiming to
bring their all-round
cooperation to a new
height.

MNA/Xinhua

Anti-NATO protest draws
thousands in southwestern Spain

MabriD, 6 Feb—
About 4,000 to 5,000
Spaniards demonstrated
on Sunday in the
southwestern city of
Seville in protest of an
upcoming meeting of the
North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO),
policetold local media.

The protesters,
organized by the Seville
Social Forum, marched

aroundthehistoric centre
of the city and rallied
outside the Andalucia
Parliament.

They demanded the
removal of US military
bases from Spain and the
withdrawal of Spanish
forces from such coun-
tries as Afghanistan,
whereNATOisengaging
in military operations,
said Jesus Lara, a

spokesmanfor theForum.
The slogan of the
march was “NATO no,
theywill notpass,” hesaid.
A second march with
thesameaimisscheduled
for 8 February , the same
day of the opening of the
NATO meeting which
will gather 26 ministers
from NATO member
states in Seville.
MNA/Xinhua

Roadside bomb damages US
vehiclein western Irag

BAaGHDAD, 6 Feb— A
roadside bomb went off
on Monday near a US
patrol inaneighbourhood
inRamadi City, some 100
kilometres west of
Baghdad, killing and
wounding all the soldiers

aboard a Humvee, local
residents said.

“A roadside bomb
detonated at about 08:30
am (0530 GMT), near a
passing US forces patrol
in al-Khaldyia neigh-
bourhood, in eastern

Ramadi, damaging a
Humvee, killing and
wounding all the soldiers
aboard,” theresidentstold
Xinhua on condition of
anonymity, withoutgiving
the exact number of the
casualties—MNA/Xinhua

L atest must-have for babay—a
pram with aircon?

TeL Aviv, 6 Feb—
Most parents worried
about their baby getting
too hot in a pram will
adjust blankets or head
for shade, but one dad
wanted a more high tech
solution for his young
daughter — aportableair
conditioner.

“Atfirst| wastryingto
cool her off with a hand-
held fan. Then | thought
of amuch simpler idea—
a little air conditioner,”
Israeli Ofir Ben Aharon
told Reuters.

The device, which
weighslessthantwokilos
(4.4 pounds) looks like a
motorized fan attached to
the end of about a half-
metre long pipe that can
be fitted under a typical
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pram.
An air vent connected
to the other side of the

so it can be propped
inside, looking like just
another of baby’ s stuffed
toys.— MNA/Reuters

Visitors row a boat
insde a park in Jinan,
east China’'s Shandong

Provinceon 4 Feb,

2007. —INTERNET
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Temperaturehit record
high in Beijing

Belane, 6 Feb — The
thermometer hit a record
16 degrees Centigrade in
Beljing on Monday, the
highest February tem-
perature in 30 years, after
hitting 12.8 degrees on

2/8/07, 3:53 AM

s N
The baby elephant
Thabo-Umasai (happy
warrior) enjoys his
birthday cake with his
family at thezoo in
Dresden, eastern
Germany recently.

XINHUA

Saturday, according tothe
Beijing Observatory.

The ice has begun
meltinginBeijing’ slakes
and skating is forbid-
den. Yulan trees along
Chang’' anboulevard have
begun to sprout.

Girls wearing silk
stockingsand young guys
holding ice creamscan be
seen in the street.

These phenomena do
not normally appear until
April.

The temperature in
Beijing in December and
January was markedly
higher than in former
years, according to the
observatory.

MNA/Xinhua
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The Union of Myanmar
The State Peace and Development Council
The Law Amending the Myanmar Merchant Shipping
Act, 2007
The State Peace and Development Council Law No. 1/2007
The 6th Waning Day of Tabodwe 1368 ME
(7th Feberuary, 2007)

(from page 1)
4, In the Myanmar Merchant Shipping Act:

() theexpression“ Chairman of the State Peaceand Development
Council may” contained in sub-section (1) of section 21, section
37 J, section 84, sub-section (1) of section 145, section 145 A,
section 191, sub-section (1) of section 213, section 216 A, section
219, section 224 C, sub-section (1) of section 224 M, sub-section
(1) of section 245, section 245 J, section 245 Q, section 270 and
section 294 A shall be substituted respectively by the expression
“Ministry of Transport may, with the approval of the
Government”;
the expression “ Chairman of the State Peace and Development
Council” contained in the other sections except sections mentioned
intheaforesai d sub-section (a) shall besubstituted respectively by the
expression “Ministry of Transport”.

5. In the Myanmar Merchant Shipping Act:

(a) sub-section (3) of section 8 shall be substituted as follows:

“(iii) to give to al persons desirous of apprenticing boys to the sea
service and duly authorized so to do by the rules relating to the
apprentices made under this Act, and also to owners and masters
of Myanmar flagged shipsrequiring apprentices, such assistance
as may be in their power for facilitating the making of such
apprenticeships;”

(b) sub-section (1) of section 14 shall be substituted as follows:

“Gradesof (1) Certificates of competency shall be granted in accordance with

C;’;'f");afc;f this Act for each of the following grades, namely:

Master (foreign-going) -Deck Officer Class|,
First mate (foreign-going) -Deck Officer Class ||,
Second mate (foreign-going)  -Deck Officer ClasslI|,
Master (Near Coastal Voyage) -Deck Officer Class 1V,
Mate (Near Coastal Voyage)  -Deck Officer ClassV,
First class enggineer -MarineEngineer Officer Class
l,
Second class engineer
I,
Third class engineer
I,
First class engineer
Officer Class 1V,
(Near Coastal Voyage).
Second class engineer
Vv,
(Near Coastal Voyage),
Engine driver -

(b)

-MarineEngineer Officer Class
-MarineEngineer Officer Class

-Marine Engineer

-MarineEngineer Officer Class

(c) the expression “as master or mate’ contained in sub-section (2) of
section 14 shall be subgtituted by the expression “as master, mate or
engineer”;

(d) section 17 shall be substituted as follows:

«Equivalent 17.(1) A nava officer who has attained the rank of lieutenant in the
Myanmar Navy may beissued with anequivalent certificateto serve
as master or first mate of a seagoing vessd.

A naval officer who has attained the rank of engineer or assistant
engineerintheMyanmar Navy may beissuedanequivaent certificate
toserveasfirs classengineer or second classengineer of aseagoing
vessd.

The equivalent certificate shal differ in form from a certificate of
competency, and shall contain the name and rank of the person to
whom it isddlivered.

Theprovisionsof thisActincluding thepena provisionsshall apply
in the case of an equivaent certificate asthey apply inthe case of a
certificate of competency.

certificate for
nava officers

@

©)

4

“Employment

6. In the Myanmar Merchant Shipping Act:

(5) The Ministry of Transport may, with the approval of the
Government make rules relating to the issue of the equivalent
certificate for naval officers’;

(e) theexpression “every home-trade ship of morethan threehundred
tons burden” contained in sub-section (2) of section 22 shdl be
subgtituted by theexpression“ every near coastal voyage ship of more
than five hundred grosstonnage’;

(f) sub-section (1) of section 23 shall be subgtituted asfollows’;

(2) Any boy not under sixteen yearsof agemay bebound asan apperntice
in the see service to the owner of any ship registered in the Union of

Myanmar to be employed in any such ship, being the property of such

person, and while so employed to be taught the craft and duty of a

seaman, and the provisions of the rules relating to apprentices made

under this Act shal, subject to the provisions of this Act, apply
accordingly”;

(g) the expression “ except home-trade ships of a burden not exceeding
threehundred tons’ contained in sub-section (1) of section 27 shal be
subgtituted by the expression “except near coastal voyage ships of
gross tonnage not exceeding five hundred”;

(h) section 37 B shal be substituted asfollows;

37 B. No young person under sixteen years of age shall be engaged or

carried to seatowork inany capacity inany ship registeredinthe Union

of Myanmar, and no young seaman under sixteen years of age shall be
engaged or carried to sea to work in any capacity in any foreign ship,
except;

(a) inaschool-ship, or training-ship, in accordance with the prescribed
conditions; or

(b) inashipinwhichdl personsemployed aremembersof onefamily;
or

(¢) inanear coastal voyage ship of gross tonnage not exceeding five
hundred; or

(d) wheresuch young personisto be employed on nominal wagesand
will bein the charge of hisfather or other adult near malerdative’;

(i) clause(b) of sub-section (1) of section 251 shall besubdtituted asfollows:
“(b)if the master, mate or engineer holds a certificate under any of the

Merchant Shipping Acts, in the following cases:

(i) where the incompeteney or misconduct has occurred on a
Myanmar flagged ship on or near the coasts of the Union of
Myanmar or on board aMyanmar flagged ship in the course of
avoyageto aport outside of Myanmar waters,

(i) wheretheincompetency or misconduct has occurred on board
aship registered in the Union of Myanmar;

(iii) wherethemaster, mateor engineer of aship, whoischargedwith
incompetency or misconduct on board that ship, isfoundinthe
Union of Myanmar”;

() clauses(a) and (b) of sub-section (1) of section 260 shall be substituted
asfollows:

“(@) if, onany investigation made under the Merchant Shipping Acts, or
onany investigationmadeby any Court or tribuna for thetimebeing
authorized by the legidative authority in the Union of Myanmar to
make inquiry into charges of incompetency or misconduct on the
part of masters, mates or engineers of ships, or asto shipwrecks or
other casualtiesaffecting ships, the Court or tribunal reportsthat the
master, mate or engineer isincompetent or has been guilty, of any
gross act or misconduct, drunkenness or tyranny, or that the loss,
stranding or abandonment of, or damageto, any ship, or lossof life
has been caused by hiswrongful act or defaullt;

(b) if he is proved to have been convicted of any offence which, if
committed in the Union of Myanmar, would be non-bailable.”

of children

(@ theamount of money contained in sections 122, 124 and 224 A shal be
subgtituted respectively by the experssion “kyats 10,000.”

theamount of money contained in sections40, 71, 113, 114, 115, sub-
section(2) of section 116, sections220, 221, 222, 224 B, 229, 245H, 245
P, 274 and 284 shall besubdtituted respectively by theexperssion“ kyats
100,000.”

()

(©) theamount of money contained in section 224 M shall be subgtituted
by the experssion “ kyats 500,000.”
() Than Shwe
Senior Generd
Chairman

TheStatePeaceand Devel opment Council

2/8/07, 3:53 AM



8 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Thursday, 8 February, 2007

Secretary-1 briefsforeign
diplomats on activities...

(from page 1)
strictly scrutinize the pro-
cedures to prevent re-
cruitment of minors into
armed forces. The Plan of
Action includes proce-
dures on mobilizing raw
recruits and discharge
from military service, re-
integration into the soci-
ety, raising public aware-
ness, taking action
against transgressors, re-
porting, submission of
suggestions and recom-
mendations, and coordi-
nation and cooperation
with international organi-
zations including
UNICEF, the United Na-
tions Resident Coordina-
tor’'s Office and the
ICRC.

The committee also

forced conscription is
prohibited. The commit-
tee also erected a new
directorate that would
enforce the orders, rules
and directives on recruit-
ment.

The committee
promulgated necessary
procedures on scrutiny
and inspection. Those
who got registered but
did not meet minimum
age or designated quali-
fications were discharged
from the armed forces.
Between 2004 and 2006,
those who were not al-
lowed to join the armed
forces due to their fail-
ure to meet all qualifica-
tions amounted to 567.

He denied that

Myanmar is a country

concerned. The commit-
tee conducted responsible
persons of the UN agen-
cies to the recruitment
units in Yangon and
Mandalay so that they
could see recruitment
procedures firsthand. He
said he would aso like
to reaffirm the willing-
ness to continue to coop-
erate with them through
frank views.

He said that after his
speech, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs would
brief the attendees on co-
operation with the UN
agencies. In addition,
some military officers
would clarify the proce-
dures on recruitment,
rules and regulations and
directives, and activities

Diplomats and resdent representatlveﬁ of UN agencies visit No 1 Basc

Military Training Depot (Phaunggyi). — MNA

set up a task force con-
sisting of relevant minis-
tries such as the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, the
Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, the Ministry of La
bour and the Ministry of
Social Welfare, Relief
and Resettlement to su-
pervise systematically the
implementation of the
Plan of Action.

The Myanmar armed
forcesincluding army are
the forces formed with
those who join the force
concerned of their own
volition. In the process,
they make up their minds
of their own accord. Un-
der Directive No 13/73
(1974) of the Myanmar
Defence Services and
War Office Council, un-
der-eighteen children are
not recruited into armed
forces. Any form of

8-2-07NL 8

that is seeing armed con-
flicts. Due to the return
of 17 armed groups to the
legal fold, Myanmar is
enjoying fruitful results
of peace and stability at
unprecedented level
along with remarkable
economic development.
The government is now
implementing the State’s
seven-step Road Map for
transition to democracy.
Representatives of the
people from all walks of
life including those of the
17 armed groups are at-
tending the National
Convention.

Myanmar has aready
taken a solemn vow to
take measures for protec-
tion of children including
tackling the issue of child
soldiers. In this regard,
Myanmar is cooperating
with the UN agencies

of the committee. Ar-
rangements have been
made for the diplomats
to visit arecruitment unit
and military training cen-
tre after the meeting.

Committee member
Minister U Nyan Win
gave an account of close
cooperation with the UN
agencies.

Committee member |
Maj-Gen Ngwe Thein |
explained the enforce-

ment of rules and regu-
lations and directives and
functions of the commit-
tee, and committee mem-
ber Brig-Gen Zaw Win,
on rules and directives of

the Tatmadaw on train- |

ing recruits.

After the meeting,
the Secretary-1 cordialy
greeted the diplomats
and responsible persons
of the UN agencies.

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein shakes handswith a diplomat. — mnA

Next, Acting Dean
of Diplomatic Corps to
Myanmar French Am-
bassador Mr Jean Michel
LACOMBE and foreign
diplomats, and resident
representatives of
UNDP, UNICEF and
ICRC, accompanied by
committee members
Brig-Gen Zaw Win and
Maj-Gen Ngwe Thein

and officials, visited No
2 ! 1 Defence Services Re-

cruiting Unit in Insein
Township (Danyingon).
Commandant Lt-Col
Than Htoo extended
greetings to the visitors
and procedures being
carried out in accordance
with the directives of the
committee.

The diplomats, and
resident representatives
of UNDP, UNICEF and
ICRC observed the func-
tions around the unit and

had a cordial meeting
with the recruits and
raised questions to them.

They aso visited No
1 Basic Military Training
Depot (Phaunggyi). Brig-
Gen Zaw Win extended
greetings to and briefed
them on rules and direc-
tives on military training
of recruits. They viewed
the functions of the de-
pot and raised questions
to them.—MNA

Vs

Myanmar has already taken a solemn vow
to take measures for protection of children in-
cluding tackling the issue of child soldiers. In this
regard, Myanmar is cooperating with the UN
agencies concer ned. The committee conducted re-
sponsible persons of the UN agencies to the re-
cruitment unitsin Yangon and Mandalay so that
they could see recruitment procedures firsthand.
The Secretary-1 said he would also like to reaf-
firm the willingness to continue to cooperate with
them through frank views.

~

Diplomats and resident representatNes of UN agendeswét No 1
Defence Services Recruiting Unit. — MNA

2/8/07, 3:53 AM



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Thursday, 8 February, 2007 9

Lt-Gen Ye Myint on inspection tour of M andalay,
Kyaukse and M ektila

Nay Pyi Taw, 7 Feb — Lt-Gen Ye Myint of
the Ministry of Defence together with Chairman of
Mandalay Division Peace and Development Council
Commander of Central Command Mag-Gen Khin
Zaw and departmental heads arrived in Kyaukse
yesterday.

At the district office of Arid Zones Greening
Department in Kyaukse, Lt-Gen Y e Myint and party
inspected sample of physic nut oil produced by the
departments in Kyaukse District and nurturing of
physic nut plants.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint and Maj-Gen Khin
Zaw put physic nut seeds into seeding packets.

A total of 26,112 acres of physic nut has so
far been cultivated in Kyaukse District. Further
22,211 acres of physic nut plants will be extended in
2007-2008.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party
arrived at the briefing hall of No 2 district-to-district
road construction site. The district-to-district road
links Patheingyi in Mandalay Division and Paung in
Mon State. It is 440 miles and six furlongs long.

First, Director U Kan Hla of Mandalay
Division Development Affairs Committee briefed Lt-
Gen Ye Myint and party on progress in building of
bridges and conduits on road sections included in
Mandalay Division.

Now, Mandalay Division DAC has already
built 117 miles and one furlong long earth road, eight
miles and seven furlongs long gravel road, three
miles long tarred road, 12 wooden bridges, one
concrete bridge and 242 conduits.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party looked
into paving the earth road in Kyaukse District and
paving the gravel road between mile post No 28/0
and No 27/0.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party
inspected completion of 180 feet long and 24 feet
wide Thanywa Bridge (Naunghkam) crossing Zawgyi
River.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint of Ministry of Defence inspects Thanywa Bridge (Naunghkam) crossing
Zawgyi River. — MNA

Upon arrival at Myogyi Multi-purpose Dam
Project being implemented by Construction Group-
4 of Irrigation Department of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Irrigation, construction group-4 In-
Charge U Myo Tun briefed Lt-Gen Ye Myint and
party on progress in building of the dam. Next,
Deputy Director-General U Khin Zaw of Irrigation
Department gave a supplementary report. In response
to the reports, Lt-Gen Y e Myint made arrangements
to fulfill the requirements.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party oversaw
building of diagram wall and digging of diversion
tunnel with the use of TMW machines.

The diversion tunnel is 1,575 feet long and
18 feet diameter. Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party then
inspected building of hydropower tunnel which is
1,698 feet long and 19.7 feet diameter.

Myogyi Multi-purpose Dam is 2,461 feet
long and 258 feet high. It can store 359,550 acre feet
of water. It will have two 15 megawatt generators
and produce 13,570 kilowatt hours every year.

Commander meets Union Day delegates
of Yangon Division

YanGoN, 6 Feb — Chairman of Yangon
Division Peace and Development Council
Commander of Y angon Command Mgj-Gen Hla Htay
Win met with delegates of Y angon Division to attend
the Union Day Ceremony at Y angon Division PDC

e —— !

[

4
Com

ander Maj-Gen Hla Htay Win meeting with Union Day delegates from Yangon Division.

office this afternoon.

The Commander spoke on the occasion and
presented K 1,191,900 for 61 delegates to leader U
Nu. Next, the delegate leader explained the Union
Day Ceremony. —MNA

= .

LN

MNA
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Upon arrival at Meiktila plain water pumping
project in Wundwin, the project in-charge briefed
Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party on progress of work.
Next, Commander Maj-Gen Khin Zaw and officials
gave supplementary reports.

Upon completion, Meiktila plain water
pumping project will supply water to 30,000 acres
of farmlands.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party looked
into progress in construction of No 2 district-to-
district road in Wundwin, Meiktila District and
thriving sunflowers in Thazi.

At the briefing hall, Director U Kan Hla
briefed Lt-Gen Y e Myint and party on arrangements
to be made for construction of 60 miles gravel road
and future tasks in this fiscal year. Afterwards, Lt-
Gen Ye Myint and party inspected paving Hlaingtat-
Kintha earth road section on district-to-district road.

Next, Lt-Gen Ye Myint and party looked
into old Kyaukse diversion weir and met with local
peasants in Thazi and then arrived back Meiktila

MNA

28th Work
Coordination meeting
of judges continues

Nay Pvi Taw, 7 Feb — The 28th Work
Coordination meeting of state/division judges
continued for the third day here today.

Judges from Mon, Rakhine, Shan, Shan
(East) and Shan (North) States and Yangon and
Ayeyawady Divisions reported on judicial affairs.

Also present at the meeting were Chief
Justice U Aung Toe, Deputy Chief Justices U Thein
Soe and U Khin Maung Latt, judges of the
Supreme Court, directors-general of the Supreme
Court (Nay Pyi Taw) and (Mandalay) and state/
division judges.

Those present at the meeting also discussed
judicial affairs in states and divisions. At the
meeting,Chief Justice U Aung Toe presented
certificates to Directors U Mya Thein and U Soe
Thein who were awarded the Excellence Performance
in Administration Field (Second Class) by the
government.

The meeting ended with concluding remarks
by Chief Justice U Aung Toe. — MNA
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(from page 16)
Chrigtians in Myanmar were under
suppression in its conspiracy to tar-
nish the image of Myanmar interna-
tionaly.

Christian, Islam and Hindu
associationsinMyanmar that arecon-
tributing to and also witnessing the
flourishing of sound results of free-

dom of worship of all faithsinthe coun-
try issued their own declarations ex-
pressing their stancein connection with
the CSW report.

The following are the declara
tions of the Jamiat UlamaEl-1slam Un-
ion of Myanmar (HQ) and the Islamic
Religious Affairs Council of Union of
Myanmar (HQ). — MNA

The Union of Myanmar
Jamiat Ulama El-Idam (Headquarters)

Declaration issued concer ning
attempts of big foreign statesto
interferein internal affairs of Myanmar
by way of freedom of religion

1 A draft resolution on the situation in Myanmar, co-sponsored by the
United States and Britain, in order to interfere in the internal affairs of
Myanmar, was defeated by the double veto of the People’ s Republic of China
and the Russian Federation, on the 12th January 2007 in the Security Council
of theUnited Nations, thus defeating their plot tointerfereintheinternal affairs
of the Union of Myanmar.
2. It hasagain cometo our attention, that the United Statesand Britain, are
continuingtointerfereintheinternal affairsof Myanmar, citing lack of freedom
of religion in the Union of Myanmar.
3. Members of the four main religious denominations, namely, the
Buddhists, Muslim, Christiansand Hindus have, since pre-Independencedays,
lived side by side in peace and harmony, and have mutual understanding and
affectionfor each other’ sfaith. Thereexist, throughout the Union of Myanmar,
numerous mosques, churches, pagodas, temples and monasteries, in order to
freely practise their religious beliefs.
4, We, the Jamiat-Ulama El-Islam (Headquarters), Myanmar, therefore
make our position clear that we disagree with the plot by the United States and
Britain, in order tointerferein theinternal affairsof the Union of Myanmar, by
way of freedom of religion, asimproper and unacceptable acts.

Jamiat Ulama-El-1slam (HQ)

All rligionsin Myanmar live side by sidein peace and harmony ...

Announcement (2/2007) of Islamic
Religious Affairs Council (HQ)
(Declaration relating to report of
Christian Solidarity Wor ldwide
(CSW) issued)

1 In Myanmar Naing Ngan, Hinduism, Buddhism, Christianity and Islam
various religious have been influenced for very long time and those people of
religions have been living peacefully and in solidarity.

2. Asthereisthe condition of peacefulness; in the statement of Christian
Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) on (23-1-2007), in Myanmar Naing Ngan the
freedom of religions is widely under pressured; the minorities are separated,
Christians and Muslims are tortured, Buddhist monks & nuns are detained
imprison, Myanmar government destroyed the churches and cross pillars, made
difficulties for rebuilding and furnishing of the churches, are accused. And
United Nations Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Religion and Belief offered
to enquire the widely destruction of freedom of religionsin Myanmar.

3. The Statements of CSW are quite different from the real situation of
Myanmar Naing Ngan. The government of the Union of Myanmar have formed
theMinistry of ReligiousAffairsand contributesreligiousaffairscontacting with
organizations of Hindu, Buddhist, Christian and Muslim religions. The govern-
ment providesreligiousstipends, necessary recommendationsfor rebuilding and
furnishing of religious buildings necessary management for holding of religious
ceremonies providing necessary arrangements to attend international religious
conference, and at the courts of Union of Myanmar there make customary laws
of respective religions etc, it is significantly seen contributing of necessary.
Therefore the identifications of CSW are seen falsely mentioned.

4, Because of theidentificationsof CSW mentioned reversely with thereal
condition of Myanmar Naing Ngan, making to disturb the peace of various
religions of Myanmar Naing Ngan, aiming to misuse the “religion” for
“political” purpose, thelslamic ReligiousAffairs Council of Union of Myanmar
announce totally not accept the above identifications and denies.

Central Executive Committee
I slamic Religious Affairs Council (HQ)
Union of Myanmar

Dated-30th, January, 2007

\

J

~ MOGE inks PSCswith two private firms

Coord meeting on
four-nation car

Nay Pyvi Taw, 7 Feb | British Virgin Islands and

signed at theministry here

— Myanma Oil and Gas

Enterprise signed

Production  Sharing

Contracts with Rimbunan

Petrogas Limited based in
: ;

Minister for Energy Brig-Gen Lun Thi speaks at signing ceremony of Production Sharing

8-2-07NL 10

IGE Pte Ltd of Singapore
for exploration of oil and
natural gasin Block-A off
Rakhine Coast.

The contracts were

yesterday by Managing
Director of MOGE U
Myint Kyi, Tan Sri Datuk
Tiong Hiew King,

Contract. — MNA

Executive Chairman of

Rimbunan  Petrogas  Thi. At the signing rally held
Limited and U Win | ceremony, Energy Mini- YaNGoN, 7 Feb —
Kyaing, Managing | ster Brig-GenLunThiand | Officials of Ministry of

Director of IGE PteLtd in
the presence of Minister
for Energy Brig-Gen Lun

——

2/8/07, 3:53 AM

Chairman of Myanmar
Investment Commission
Minister for Science and
Technology U Thaung
presented permits to Tan
Sri Datuk Tiong Hiew
King. Also present at the
signing were Minister for
Industry-2 Maj-Gen Saw
Lwin, Ministerfor Finance
andRevenueMgj-GenHla
Tun, Minister for
Livestock and Fisheries
Brig-Gen Maung Maung
Thein, Attorney-General U
Aye Maung, Deputy
Minister for Energy Brig-
Gen Than Htay, Deputy
Attorney-Genera Dr Tun
Shin  and officials
concerned.—MNA

Sportsheld acoordination
meeting here today and
discussed matters related
to preparations for China-
Myanmar-India-Bangla-
desh car rally for 2007.
First, General Secretary of
Myanmar Olympic Com-
mitteeDirector-General of
the Sports and Physical
Education Department U
ThaungHtaik deliveredan
address. Participantsof the
meeting discussed pre-
paratory tasksfor thefour-
nation car raly and the
meeting concluded with
remarks by the director-
genera of the Sports and
Physical Education
Department.— MNA
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New UN Deputy
Secretary-General takes

Italy proteststo US, allies over Afghan letter

Rome, 7 Feb — Italy protested to the United Statesand five other allieson Tuesday for publishing
aletter inanItalian newspaper callingfor greater support for theNATO missionin Afghanistan, of which

oath of office

UNITED NATIONS, 7
Feb — Asha-Rose Migiro
of Tanzaniawas swornin
Monday as UN Deputy
Secretary-General,
pledging to bring about a
more integrated United
Nations.

Migiro signed a
declaration in a brief
swearing-in ceremony,
pledging to exercisein all
loyalty, discretion and
conscience, the functions
entrusted to her, with the
interest of the United
Nationsonly in view.

"Indl1dolwill strive
to bring about a more
integrated United Nations,
whichdeliversasone," the
former Tanzanian Foreign
and Development Min-
ister said after being
introduced to the Press by
UN Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon following the
ceremony.

"I am also fully
committed to supporting
the priorities set by the

8-2-07NL 11

Secretary-General," she
said, adding these priori-
tiesinclude" strengthening
the work of the United
Nations, enhancing trust
between member states
and the Secretariat, and
bolstering the working
cultureof theOrganization
to ensureit is equipped to
meet the mandates our
membershiphasgivenus'.

Migiro, 50, the third
ever andthesecondwoman
to fill the post, is now the
highest ranking woman at
the world body and the
second highest among all
of its officias, also stated
that UN reformwill behigh
on her agenda

"I look forward to
the task ahead with
excitement and enthu-
siasm, but equally with
profound humility, and
above dl | look forward
to working with the
Secretary-General to
implement hisvision," she
said. — MNA/Xinhua

Italy isa member.
While NATO is
lobbying member coun-
tries to increase troop
numbers in Afghanistan,

Italy's Government faces
political infighting about
maintaining its commit-
ment.

Foreign Minister
Massimo D'Alema wrote
to his peersin the United
States, Britain, Canada,
Australia, Netherlands
and Romania expressing
"surpriseand disapproval"
at the letter.

"Thepubliccomment
by six ambassadors to
Rome lends itself to be-
ing interpreted as an
unfortunate outside
interference," a foreign

Actor Will Smith (L),
nominated for best
actor in aleadingrole
for 'The Pursuit of
Happyness and his
wife Jada Pinkett-
Smith attend the 79th
annual Academy
Awards nominees
luncheon in Beverly
Hills,Californiaon 5
Feb, 2007. The
Academy Awards will
be given out in
Hollywood on 25
February.—INTERNET

2/8/07, 3:53 AM

ministry statement quoted
D'Alemaas saying.

However, it said
D'Alema believed the
ambassadors had the
best intentions and he
considered the matter
closed.

The letter by the
ambassadors applauded
Italy's support for the
NATO mission, whose
top commander wants
more troops to crush
an expected Taleban
offensive following the
bloodiest year there since
US-led forcestoppled the
government in 2001.

It called on allies
to "increase in our con-
tribution for reconstruc-
tion and civil develop-
ment".

Italy'sfragile centre-
left ruling coalition
faces problems over the
refinancing of themilitary
mission in Afghanistan,
whereit has 1,900 troops
under NATO.

MNA/Reuters
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

TRADE MARK
CAUTION

SEIKO KABUSHIKI
KAISHA (also trading as
Seiko Corporation), a
Company incorporated and
existing under the laws of
Japan, of 5-11, Ginza 4-
chome, Chuo-ku, Tokyo,
Japan, is the Owner of the
following Trade Marks:-

ALBA

Reg. No. 942/1984

LORUS

Reg. No. 944/1984

JEMIS

Reg. No. 948/1984

in respect of “Watches,
Clocks, other horological
instruments and parts
thereof™.

SEIKO

Reg. No. 965/1984

in respect of "Watches,
Clocks, other horological
instruments and parts
thereof; Camera, Camera
shutter; other Photographic
Apparatus and instru-
ments",

Reg. No. 4658/1996

in respect of "Batteries and
cells, Optical products,
namely, eyeglasses, lenses
for eyeglasses, contact
lenses, frames for eye-
glasses, and parts thereof;
Watches, clocks, stop-
watches, horological and
chronometric apparatus and
instruments; cases, parts,
watch boxes and fittings for
all the aforesaid goods".

S

Reg. No. 970/1984

Pulsar

Reg. No. 971/1984

in respect of "Horological
and other chronometric
instruments and parts &
accessories thereof".

S-YARD

Reg. No. 2570/1998
Reg. No. 2571/1998
Reg. No. 2572/1998

SENFINA

Reg. No. 2573/1998

Reg. No. 2574/1998

Reg. No. 2575/1998
inrespect of “Int’l Class 18:
Leather and imitations of
leather, and goods made of
these materials and not
included in other classes;
animal skins, hides; trunks
and travelling bags; um-
brella, parasols and walking
sticks; whips, harness and
saddlery. Int’l Class 25:
Clothing, footwear, head-
gear. Int’l Class 28: Games
and playthings; gymnastic
and sporting articles not
included in other classes;
decorations for Christmas
trees”.

SEIKO

Superior

Reg. No. 2679/1997

SEIKO

Superior

Reg. No. 2687/1997

in respect of “Int’l Class 14:
Precious metals and their
alloys and goods in precious
metals or coated therewith,
not included in other classes;
jewellery, precious stones;
horological and chrono-
metric instruments”.

Fraudulent imitation
or unauthorised use of the
said Trade Marks will be
dealt with according to law.

Win Mu Tin
M.A,H.GP,DB.L

for SEIKO KABUSHIKI
KAISHA

P. O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 8 February, 2007

- Building

A MODERN STATIE
2005

41 =l News and Periodicals Enterprise Book Shop, No. 212, Theinpyu Street,

MY ANMAR

Building A Modern State
2005

Ll This facts studded book provides a reliable and valuable reference
for scholars, researchers and the public for general reading.

L3 Tllustrated with colourful photographs.

[ Published by the Ministry of Information presenting five chapters:

The Beautiful Land,
Economy,

Infrastructure,

Social Setting,
International Cooperation.

On sale US$ 5.00

Awvailable at
=l Sarpay Beikman Book Shop,No. 529-531, Merchant Street, Yangon

W 381448,249031

Yangon T: 294306

E] Hotels, Shopping Malls and other Book Shops in Yangon
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Seaturtles dying along‘
Bangladesh coast

Cox's Bazar (Bang-
ladesh), 6 Feb— More
than 200 turtles, some
weighing 20 kilos (44
pounds) or more, have
diedintheBay of Bengal
along the Bangladesh
coast over the past week,
government officialsand
witnesses said on Mon-
day.

“Around 140 turtles
were found dead along a
4-kilometre (2.5 miles)
stretch of the beach,”
Mohammad Aminul
Islam, deputy commis-
sioner of Cox's Bazar
District, said.

He said more turtles
were dying on the shores
of St Martin island, 35
kilometres off the coun-
try’s southeastern tip,
Teknaf. Fishermen have

reported that some dol-
phins have also died.

No one seemsto know
why the sea creatures are
dying. Islam said he
believed the turtles died
after being caught in
fishing nets. But fisher-
men said they did not
catch that many turtlesto
beginwith, andwhenthey
do, they throw them back
into the water.

Marine officials said
thedeathscould becaused
by increased pollution in
the bay, from waste
disposal of ships or
perhaps other unknown
natural causes.

MNA/Reuters

Sea may swallow
Maldivesif global
war ming unchecked

CoLomBo, 6 Feb—
His Indian Ocean island
cluster is a magnet for
Hollywood stars such as
Tom Cruise, but the
Maldives may disappear
withingenerationsunless
world leaders urgently
combat climate change,
President Maumoon
Abdul Gayoom warns.

WithaUnited Nations
climate panel forecasting
world sea levels likely
to rise by up to 59
centimetres(23.2inches)
by 2100 due to global
warming, theriskstothe
low-lying island chain
dotted across 500 miles
(800 kilometres) off
the toe of India are
glaring.

“The average height
of the Maldives is 1.5
metres above mean sea
level. Therefore, if the
rate of sealevel rise per
century is59 centimetres,
it would take a coupl e of

centuries at the most
to totally inundate the
entire Maldives,” an
alarmed Gayoom told
Reuters in an email
interview.

“That of course will
happen only if there is
no concrete action to
address the issue at a
global stage,” he added.
Itisfurther evidencethat
our country is in peril,
and that timely action is
needed to ensure our
future survival.

Renowned for its
[uxury resorts— accom-
modationin pavilionson
stilts over turquoise
lagoons can run to over
1,000 US dollars a night
— white sand beaches
and world class snor-
kelling and scuba,
tourism is the lynchpin
of the Maldives

800 million US dollars
economy.
MNA/Reuters

Britain culls 160,000 turkeysin bird flu outbreak

HoLton (England), 6
Feb—Britain aimed to
completethecull of 160,000
turkeys on Monday as a
governmentcrisisteammet
to tackle the nation’s first
exposuretothel atest deadly
grainof thebirdfluvirusin
farmed poultry.

The birds were being
gassedandincineratedafter
the discovery of the highly
pathogenic H5N1 strain of

8-2-07NL 12

avianfluonafarmatHolton
in eastern England run by
Europe’s largest turkey
producer, Bernard Mat-
thews.
Thedaughter of turkeys
a the farm started late on
Saturday withthedeadbirds
being transported in seaed
truckstobeincinerated. The
cull isexpectedtoend later
on Monday.
The government’s

emergency  planning
committee, Cobra, wasdue
to meet on Monday to co-
ordinate the response.
About 2,500 turkeys
diedin theinitia outbreak
of the virus. The Depart-
ment for the Environment,
Food and Rura Affairs
(Defra) sad the virus had
been confined to the farm
near Lowestoft.
MNA/Reuters

Spa owner Ada Barak gives a snake massage treatment, where sheletsloosethe

reptileson thebody of customer LizCohen, at her spain thenorthern communal

village of Talmey EI’ Azar on 1 Feb, 2007. Barak uses California and Florida

King snakes, corn snakesand milk snakesin her treatments, which shesaid were

inspired by her belief that once people get over any initial misgivings, they find
physical contact with the creatures to be soothing. —XiNHUA

2/8/07, 3:53 AM
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World’s oldest newspaper for sakes paper

Belaing, 6 Feb _ Call it a price of progress. The world’s oldest newspaper still in circulation has
dropped its paper edition and now exists only in cyber space.

Sweden’s Post-och
Inrikes Tidningar news-
paper founded in 1645

editor of Post-och Inrikes
Tidningar for 20 years. “It
is sad when you have

/

—

-\\“:l l““ ) s
RS

on note boards in cities
and towns through-
74.

.f_,_

S-¢° ‘%TJLD'SJNP

- 'ﬁ 3 VL)

C N2 -~ )

=
|- Host. 05 J e ks - QAN

Stocrhbhalm, Ticdagm Pen 31 WS 1535,

PONT-0ci INRIKES TIDNINGAR

.....

LAY

b -
-
-

VINTIGCT MIDOILANDY

The 31 March 1835 issueis opened with the last printed one (bottom) of the
world’s oldest newspaper, Sweden’s Post och Inrikes Tidningar, in

by QueenKrigtina, became
aWeb-only publicationon
1Jan. It safate, many ink-

Stockholm.—XiNHUA

worked with it for so long
and it has been around for
solong.”

stainedwritersandreaders
fear, that may await
many of the world's most
venerable journals. “We
think it's a cultural
disaster,” saidHansHolm,
who served as the chief

Queen Kristinaused
thepublicationtokeep her
subjects informed of the
affairsof state, Holmsaid,
and the first editions,
which were more like
pamphlets, were carried

out the kingdom.

Today, Post-och
Inrikes Tidningar, which
means mail and domestic
tidings, runslegal announ-
cements by corporations,
courtsand certaingovern-
ment agencies _ about
1,500 a day according to
Olov Vikstrom, the

by courier and posted | current editor.

The paper edition
was certainly not some
mass-market tabloid. It
had a meager circulation
of only 1,000 or so,
although the website is
expected to attract more
readers, Vikstrom said.

The newspaper is
owned by the Swedish
Academy, known for
awarding the annual
Nobel Prizein Literature.
But it recently sold the
publishing rights to the
Swedish Companies
Registration Office, a
government agency.
Despite its online
transformation, Post-och
InrikesTidningar remains
No 1 on aranking of the
oldest newspapers still in
circulation compiled by
the Paris-based World
Association of News-
papers. “Anonlinenews -
paper is gtill a newspaper,
sowe' Il leaveitonthelist,”
WAN spokesman Larry
Kilman said.

Internet

Research shows new
brain cdlslovetolearn

LonpoN, 5 Feb __ Researchers have found that
wisdom in old age depends on a fresh supply of new

brain cdls.

Re&archershavefoundthatwisjominoIdagedepér1ds
on afresh supply of new brain cells. —XinHuA

Canadian researchers
found that when mature
micelearnanewtask, their
newly generatedbraincells
arethreetimesmoreactive
thantheir oldones, theNew
Scientist reported on
Monday on its website.

A teamof researchers
led by Paul Frankland at
the Hospital for Sick
ChildreninToronto, Can-
ada, injected a group of
mice with a chemical
agentthat stainsonly those
cellsborn in the animals
brains at the time of

injection, the report said.

Theteamtaught some
of themice oneweek later
how to navigate through a
maze, before using them
to anayze the cells in a
region of the brain called
thehippocampus, whichis
the key to learning and
memory, andin stages, the
rest of the mice also
underwent this paired
process of learning, and
hippocampal examination
atincreasingtimeintervals

fromtheinitial injection
Internet

Guangdong finds
cancer-causing dyein
lipsticks

GuanGzHou, 6 Feb — The cancer-causing dye
Sudan hasbeen detected in six kindsof lipstickson
saleat thebiggest wholesale market in Guangzhou
insouth China’ sGuangdongProvince, local official
sour ces said on M onday.

Sudan, ared dye which causes cancer in mice and
rabbits, wasfoundinlipsticksproduced by twodifferent
companies from Shantou City in Guuangdong
Province, according to arecent survey by the General
Administration of Quality Supervision, Inspection
and Quarantine.

Sudan— and were found in five kinds of lipsticks
made by Heng Fang Cosmetic Co and Sudan— was
found in lipsticks from Shilulan Cosmetic Co, said
officials from the Guangdong provincia Bureau of
Quality and Technical Supervision.

Production at thetwo compani eshasbeen suspended.
Shilulan had in fact stopped its lipstick production a
long time ago and 8,000 lipsticks have since been
recovered and destroyed.

The dangerous lipsticks were found in the Xingfa
wholesale market, said Bureau officials.

Heng Fang lipsticks are sold at a price of 10 yuan
(about 1.30 US dollars) adozen.

The suspect articles have been taken off shelves by
local officials.

MNA/Xinhua

8-2-07NL 13

Upuntil today, over 2400
singlepeopleinHongKong
have singed up to speed
dating parties, to be held
thisVaentine' s Day.
Entering the Hong
Kong market in 2002,

speed dating services
have become the first
choice for local singles
whowanttomultiply their
chances of meeting their
Mr or Mrs Right. Source
fromthelocal newspaper

2/8/07, 3:53 AM

Ming Pao saysthat every
year, there are 65,000
young people taking part
inthespeed dating parties
held by 30 agencies,
bringing the industry a
yearly income of 20

" The owner of a speed dating company says that they had helped many people
find their special someonein the past five years. She also felt very happy
whenever she saw her clients get married.—XiNHUA

Speed dating popular in Hong Kong

Belaing, 6 Feb — With Valentine's Day approaching, singles in Hong Kong can’t stand the idea of
celebratingthefestival alone. So, many ar enow tur ningto speed datingactivitiestofind that special someone.

million Hong Kong dol-
lars.
Speed dating com -
panies organize parties,
dancing classesand many
other activitiesin roman-
tic cafes or clubs to help
single young people pair
off. In addition, they also
provide such services as
helping the clients to
improve their personal
style and dress sense, to
increase their chance of
finding love.
Statistics from the
government of the Hong
Kong SAR show thét there
are 2.6 million single
people aged between 20
and 44 in Hong Kong.
Many professiona workers
like engineers, teachers
and healthcare workers
are forced to stay single
because of their long
working hours and hum-
drum lifestyle.

Internet
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Srebotnik powersinto

Paris Open second round

Paris, 7 Feb— Slovenian K atarinaSrebotnik thrashed
French qualifier Stephanie Cohen-Aloro 6-1, 6-4 to
reach the second round of the Paris Open on Tuesday.

World number 23 Srebotnik will face Russian third
seed Svetlana Kuznetsova for a place in the quarter-
finals.

Later on Tuesday, fifth seed Nicole Vaidisovatakes
on Frenchwoman Aravane Rezai in arematch of their
2006 French Open second round, which the Czech
won.

Swisssixth seed Patty Schnyder startsher challenge
against Russian qualifier Ekaterina Bychkova.

Thefour top seeds, Belgian Justine Henin, France's
AmelieMauresmoand RussiansK uznetsovaand Nadia
Petrova, havebeen granted abyefor thefirst roundand
will start playing on Wednesday or Thursday.

MNA/Reuters

Chinese Olympic soccer teém played a training
game with Chelsea’'s reserve team on 5 Feb,
2007.—XINHUA

Rosicky voted Czech

Footballer of the Year

PrAGUE, 7 Feb— Czech midfielder Tomas Rosicky,
who plays with English Premiership side Arsenal,
became Czech Footballer of the Y ear for thethird time
on Monday.

Rosicky won the balloting of a 104-member panel
of players, coaches and soccer association officials.

Rosicky, who already won the honour in 2001 and
2002, was followed by last year's winner Petr Cech,
goalie of Chelsea, and Pavel Nedved, midfielder of
Juventus.

Rosicky had already won the Golden Ball Award
for thebest Czech soccer player last season, whichwas
organized by Sports Journalists Association of Czech
Republic.— MNA/Xinhua

Gillett and Hicks
will be co-chairmen of Liverpool

LonDpoN, 6 Feb—American ty-
coons George Gillett and Tom Hicks
have reached an agreement to take
over Liverpool.

Hicksand Gillett will be co-chair-
men but will leave existing chief ex-
ecutive Rick Parry to run the club.

Liverpool chairman David
Moores, who will become an hon-
orary life president, said: "Thisisa

US pair agree Liverpool takeover

The pair, who each own NHL ice
hockey teams, beat off competition

| from Dubai International Capital.

Their offer is worth £5,000 per
share, valuing the club at £174.1m,
and along with the club's £44.8m debt

| it valuesthe club at £218.9m.

But the pair are also believed to

| have guaranteed to invest over £200m

inthe club, but they refused to discuss
figures.

They confirmed they will make
funds available, both for team
strengthening and the building of the
club's new stadium in Stanley Park
and denied they had secured the club
on borrowed money.

"We have purchased the club with
no debt ontheclub," said Gillett. "We
believe in the future of the club, the
future of the league, the new TV con-
tracts are outstanding and we are

M cBeth voteFI FA
vice-president

from Britain

Lonpon, 7 Feb— John
McBeth was elected as a
FIFA vice-president from
Britain on Monday.

The Scottish Football
Association president beat
out the representatives
from the governing bod-
ies of soccer in England,
North Ireland and Wales.

McBeth succeeds
DavidWill, another Scots-
man, who will retire in
May after 17 years.

The other candidates
were Football Associa-
tion chairman Geoff
Thompson, IrishFA presi-
dent Jim Boyce and Foot-
ball Association of Wales

Staudacher winsworld
championship super-G

ARE (Sweden), 7 Feb— Patrick Staudacher of Italy
Sprung amajor surpriseon Tuesday when hewon gold
inthe men's super-G at the Alpine skiing world cham-
pionships.

Competing at his first world championships the
26-year-old left a host of favourites in the shade as
he clocked an unbeatable time of one minute 14.30
seconds.

Former Olympic downhill champion Fritz Strobl of
Austria was second, 0.32 seconds behind with Swiss
veteran Bruno Kernen 0.62 seconds back in bronze
medal position.

"It'sadream, an unforgettableday," Staudacher told
Italy's RAI television.

After three days of weather delays the twice-post-
poned super-G proved a massive disappointment for
pre-racefavourite BodeMiller who produced aragged
rundowntheslick Olympiacoursetofinishoutsidethe
top 20.— MNA/Reuters

ersand its fans."

great step forward for its sharehold-

proud to be a part of it.

president Peter Rees.

Internet
MNA/Xinhua

Paper reports Hamburg goals
too small

BEeRrLIN, 7 Feb— Hamburg SV
have scored fewer goals than
any Bundesliga club this sea-
son and the Hamburger
Abendblatt newspaper has dis-
covered one possible cause —
the goalsin their home stadium
could be too small.

The newspaper reported that
thegoalsintheHamburg Arena
stand 2.39 metres high, with
the crossbar five centimetres
lower than the prescribed 2.44
metres.

"Obviously we're going to
measure that again," HSV
spokesman Joern Wolf told
Germany's SID sports news

agency.
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"If those numbers reported
are correct, we will make sure
we have a new goal in place
that conforms with the rules
by the next match against
BorussiaDortmund. It'sagood
thing no one hit the crossbar
last week in the Energie
Cottbus match."

If confirmed, it would be
another embarrassing setback
for Hamburg, who started the
season hoping to winthe cham-
pionship after finishing third
last season.

They are bottom of the
standingsand |l ast week sacked
coach Thomas Doll.

MNA/Reuters

i o L.

Yaoshihiro Sato of Japan celebrates
winning the K-1 World Max 2007
Japan Tournament in Tokyo
on 5 Feb, 2007.—INTERNET

2/8/07, 3:53 AM

Guti wantsBeck’sreturn

ReaL  MADRID
(Spain), 6 Feb —
Real Madrid mid-
fielder Guti believes
team-mate David
Beckham deserves
tobeplaying for the
Spanish giants.

The former En-
gland captain has
not appeared for Los
Merengues since
early January, hav- _Lun
ing since announced that he will make a lucrative
move to American Mgjor League Soccer side Los
Angeles Galaxy come the end of the season.

Beckham's decision has prompted Real boss Fahio
Capello to leave the former Manchester United star
out of hisside ever since, but Guti would liketo see
Beckham more involved at present.

"First, | would say David isafriend of mine and
that he is a great player,” Guti told a news confer-
ence.

"He has chosen achangein his career and he de-
serves the utmost respect from everyone.

"We would al like to see him not only training
with us but playing aswell, but it isaclub decision
that is out of our hands.

"We want every player to participate, especialy
ones as important as David."

Internet
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French PM saysUSfailed in Iraq, Iran aworry

Paris, 7 Feb — French Prime Minister Dominiquede Villepin believesthe United Stateshasfailed
in Irag and theinternational community lacksthe imagination to solvethelran crisis, according to an
interview released on Tuesday.

Villepin told The
Financial Times the
United States had to fix a
date for withdrawing its
troopsif it wasto address
the underlying cause of
instability in Irag, which
he pinpointed asafeeling
the foreign presence was
illegitimate.

"TheUShasfailedin

Irag. Morethan 3,000 US
soldiers have been killed
since 2003, 12,000 Iraqgi
civiliansin2006. Wehave
seen very bloody attacks
in recent days, with
hundreds of civilian
deaths. The question now
is how do we stop the
spiral," Villepinsaidinan
interview to be published

on Wednesday.

"We need a clear
horizon for the departure
of foreign troops and the
return of full sovereignty
tolraqg. Until thisisclearly
stated, with the stagesand
the objective of a total
withdrawal, thingswill not
improve."

Villepin described as

"absurd" the idea that
troops would withdraw
when Iragwasdemocratic
and calm.

"When you want to
solveacrisisintheworld,
you will not advance
without fixing aschedule.
The international com-
munity islackingambition
and solidarity, but most of
all itislacking afixed and
dated objective," he said.

He said he was very
worried about Iran, which

| is under pressure from

France, Britain, Germany,
Russia and China to
abandon technology that
could be used to make
nuclear bombs.

"l think that the

| | international communityis

also lacking imagination
on lran," hesaid. Villepin
said Teheran had to res-
pect its international
commitments, particularly
thenon-proliferationtreaty
which it had signed.
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A British soldier securesthe area where a roadside bomb exploded near the
US consulatein the lragi city of Basra on 5 Feb, 2007. —XiNHUA — J .
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WEATHER

Wednesday, 7 February, 2007

Summary of observationsrecorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or
thunndershowers have been isolated in Kachin State,
Sagaing and Taninthayi Divisions, weather has been
generally fair in the remaining States and Divisions.
Night temperatures were (3°C) to (4°C) below nor-
mal in Kayin and Mon States, (6°C) below normal
in Bago Division, (3°C) to (4°C) above normal in
Kachin, Shan States and Sagaing Division, (5°C)
above normal in Taninthayi Division and about nor-
mal in the remaining States and Divisions. The sig-
nificant night temperature was Pinlaung (5°C). The
noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded were Putao,
Myitkyina and Kanbalu (0.08) inch each.

Maximum temperature on 6-2-2007 was 92°F.
Minimum temperature on 7-2-2007 was 64°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 09:30 hours MST on 7-2-2007 was
82%. Total sunshine hours on 6-2-2007 was (7.5)
hours approx.

Rainfall on 7-2-2007 was (nil) at Mingaladon,
Kaba-Aye and Central Yangon. Total rainfall since
1-1-2007 was (nil) at Mingaladon, Kaba-Aye and
Central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon
(Kaba-Aye) was (6) mph from Northwest at (15:30)
hours MST on 6-2-2007.

Bay inference: Westher is generaly fair in
the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 8-2-2007:
Rain are likely to be isolated to scattered in Kachin,
Chin, Shan, northern Rakhine States, Sagaing and
Mandalay Divisions, weather will be partly cloudy
in Magway, Bago, Ayeyawady and Yangon Divi-
sions and generally fair in the remaining areas. De-
gree of certainty is (60%).

State of the sea: Seas will be slight to moder-
atein Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days. Likeli-
hood of slight increase of night temperatures in the
Southern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Nay Pyi Taw and neighbour-
ing areas for 8-2-2007: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring
areasfor 8-2-2007: Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
areas for 8-2-2007: Likelihood of isolated rain or
thundershowers. Degree of certainty is (60%).
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Thursday, 8February 2007

Four political objectives

StabllltyoftheState community peace
andtranquillity, prevalenceof law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

FOUI‘ eCOnOmlc ObJ eCt|V‘:::: FreeT

: ”'Development of agrlculture as the base and all- round'

development of other sectorsof the economy aswell
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sour cesinside the country and abr oad

Theinitiativeto shapethenational economy must bekept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four ‘social Obj ectives

Upllft of the morale and morallty of
the entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

(7

-

All religionsin Myanmar live side by side in peace and harmony and
they have mutual understanding and affection for each other’sfaith

There exist numerous mosques, churches, pagodas, temples and monasteries

N )

Government providesreligious stipends, necessary
recommendationsfor all religions significantly

Ministry of Religious Affairs contacting
with religious organizations

|dentifications of Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) seen falsely mentioned

It is improper and unacceptable act plotted by the United
States and Britain,

affairs of Myanmar on pretext of freedom of religion
| sSlamic organizations totally oppose CSW’sreport

distur bing peace of variousreligions of Myanmar

INn order to interfere in Iinternal

NAy Pyi Taw, 7 Feb— Certain powersof the
West and their allieshave beeninventing and distrib-
uting slanderous and groundless accusations agai nst
Myanmar with the intention of interfering in and
\mani pulating her affairs.

Annualy, the US designates Myanmar as a | distributewrongdataandfactsconcerningMyanmar’s
Country of Particular Concern (CPC) for alleged se- | religious affairs.
vere violations of religious freedom. Furthermore, it Britain-based Christian Solidarity Worldwide
has been making accusations against Myanmar, while | (CSW) issued a 23-1-2007-dated report, saying that

alowing its follower organizations and stooges to (from page 10) )

INSIDE

The Catholic Bishop’'s Conference
of Myanmar, the Myanmar Council of
Churches and the Yangon Young Men’s
Christian Association issued their correct
attitudes, stating that the activities of some
outside organizationshad no connection at
all with them.

There has been the flourishing of
sound results of freedom of worship of all
faiths and the rights to express faiths in
Myanmar. |nterference of some big west-
ern nations and cohort organizations in
Myanmar affairsthrough falseaccusations
are the usual acts of neo-colonialists.

PaGE 2 PERsPECTIVES
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65 members quit Bogale Township NLD

Y ANGoN, 7 Feb—A total of 65 members of Bogale Township National League for Demaocracy of
Ayeyawady Division sent their resignation lettersto the NLD and local authorities of their own volition on
22 September 2006.

In the letters sent to Ayeyawady Division Multi-party Democracy General Election Sub-Commis-
sion, they said they no longer took interest in the acts of NLD |leaders and had lost faith and trust in the party.

They areU Aung Toeof Tamangyi Village, U Than Gyaung of Kwin Chaung Villagek, fiveincluding
U Myint Aung of Akaw Vilalge, four including U Sein Tun of Ngayoknauk Village, four including U Pauk
Sa of Byusakhan Village, U HlaMyint of Wegyi Village and U Than Myaing of Asheikwin Village, seven
including U Tauk Tunof AyeVillage, Daw Than Than Nyo of Thanlaik Village, Daw Cho ChoMinof Hantha
Village, Daw HlaTin of Appanan Village, two including U Tun Khin of Kansu Village, eight including U
Myat Soe of Kayinsu Villageand U Khin Maung Kyaw of Nyandawinn Village, two including U Tun Naung
of Hlwadaungsu Village, U Maung Gyi of Thabyaygon Village, U Win Naing of Kazaunglay Village, two
including Daw Shwe of Kansu (West) Village, U Nay Lin of Satsan No 2 Region, U Soe Myint of
Ngapitonehle Village, U Aye Hlaing of Dahchaung Village, U Htay Aung Kyi of Nyinaung Village, two
including U Kyaw Shein of Thonedat Village, U Thaung Han of Sankin Village, U Tun Lin of Satsan-4
Region, U Aung Chin of Ngayoke East Village, three incluing U Myint Soe of Myingakon Region-3, six
including U Soe Win of Myinkagon Region-2, U Lay Naing of Myinkagon Village, U Kyi Myint of
Myinkagon Kyonchin Village and U Soe Aung of Myinkagon Region-1. — MNA
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