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Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peace *
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring Statg
Constitution

* Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all-roun *
development of other sectors of the economy as well

Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from

sources inside the country and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy must be ke *

in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of

the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

*Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fithess and education

standards of the entire nation

 Strong national economy fundamental requirement for emergence a

peaceful, modern democratic nation with flourishing discipline

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win inspects agricultural and
livestock breeding farms in Shan State

—n

YaNGON, 19 Oct—Member of the State Peace
and Development Council Lt-Gen Kyaw Win of the
Ministry of Defence left here by air and arrived at
Heho Airport in Shan State (South) yesterday after-
noon.

He was welcomed at the airport by Chairman of
Shan State PDC Commander of Eastern Command
Maj-Gen Ye Myint, Brig-Gen Mya Win of Kalaw
Station, senior military officers, departmental heads,
and social organizations.

Together with Maj-Gen Ye Myint and depart-
mental officials, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win inspected road
sections and shade trees along Heho-Shwenyaung
Road and Shwenyaung-Yaksawk Road. They pro-
ceeded to Kyaukni integrated farm jointly undertaken
by Eastern Command and the departments near
Yaypu village, Kunlon village-tract, on Shwenyaung-
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Programmes have beer
laid down for running of
commercial scale farms so a
to penetrate into foreign
markets, and that will raise
the State’'s economy.
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Lt-Gen
Kyaw Win
cordially
converses
with agri-
cultural
supervisory
committee
members
and local
farmers in
Shwenyaung
Village-tract
in Taunggyi
Township.
MNA

Yaksawk Road in Taunggyi Township.

Lt-Col Nyunt Lin of Eastern Command reported
on facts about the farm, cultivation of perennial,
seasonal and kitchen crops, livestock breeding tasks,
damming of Byaing Creek for water supply, and
gaining agricultural methods from experts.

Commander Maj-Gen Ye Myint presented a re-
port, saying that the farm is reclaiming land, while
growing long-term, short-term and seasonal crops.
So far, the reclaimed land has been put under
Seintalon strain mango. This year, growing of

(See page 8)

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win meets departmental officials at Kyaukni Livestock Breeding and Agricultural Farm in Kunlon Village-tract in Taunggyi Fewnship.

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan|
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Strive for development of|
fish and meat sector

The agriculture, the meat and fish and
the forestry sectors are the fundamental indus|

P
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* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative vie!
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation

* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

J

pillars of the nation. Therefore, consistent ef
forts are being made for boosting production
of these three sectors and only then will thp
national economic life become stronger anfl
proper evolution of the market-oriented eco
nomic system be possible.

Now, thanks to the united efforts of thg
government and the national entrepreneurs
new markets are emerging. Fish and poultry
farming is being extended in all states and d
visions and meat and fish markets and fisher:
development zones are being established.

A ceremony to open the Ngwepinle Fisheg
and Crustaceans Trading Zone was opened
Hlinethaya Township, Yangon North District,
on 18 October and this will surely pave thd
way for development of the meat and fish se¢-
tor. The purpose of establishing the Fishes and
Crustaceans Trading Zone is to boost the pro-
duction and export of quality marine products.
The government has fulfilled all the require-|
ments for the zone such as concrete roads, elg
tricity and communication facilities.

Due to the emergence of the Fishes a
Crustaceans Trading Zone, all those engagqd
in fisheries will gain wide experience in local ap
well as overseas trading of marine productg,
enjoy economic opportunities and be able t
distribute fresh and wholesome marine prod
ucts. Moreover, the government, the entrepre
neurs and the people will be able to enjoy ber}-

[75]

tries of the people as well as the main econonji¢

Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda
consecrated

YanNGoN, 19 Oct Consecration of
Kyaikhtiyoe Pagoda in Kyaikto, Mon State, was held
on 17 October at the pagoda.

Members of the Sangha led by State Ovada
Cariya Sayadaw of Yadanamanaung Monastery in
Kyaikto Bhaddanta Jotika consecrated the pagoda.

Before the consecration ceremony, Chairman
of Mon State Peace and Development Council
Commander of South-East Command Maj-Gen Soe
Naing, Minister for Mines Brig-Gen Ohn Myint
and officials cleansed the pagoda with scented
water.

At the ceremony, the congregation led by the
commander took the Nine Precepts from the Sayadaw
and presented offertories to members of the Sangha.

MNA

(U Nay Win accredited to)
Norway, Sweden

Y ANGON, 20 Oct— The Chairman of the State
Peace and Development Council of the Union of
Myanmar has appointed U Nay Win, Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Union of
Myanmar to the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, concurrently as Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Union of
Myanmar to the Kingdom of Norway.

The Chairman of the State Peace and Devel-
opment Council of the Union of Myanmar has also
appointed U Nay Win, Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Union of Myanmar to
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, concurrently as Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the Union of Myanmar to

\ the Kingdom of Sweden. —MNA )

Billboard of Magway Division USDA AGM erected

YANGON, 19 Oct — A ceremony to put up the
billboard of Magway Division Union Solidarity and
Development Association Annual General Meeting
2005, was held at the corner of Bogyoke Road and
"Pyidawtha Road in Magway on 15 October, attended
by Magway Division Peace and Development Coun-
j cil Secretary Lt-Col Zaw Thein and members, de-
partmental officials, Magway Division USDA Sec-
retary U Khin Maung Swe and executives, social
organizations, district/township USDA secretaries and
executives, teachers and students.

Magway Division PDC Secretary Lt-Col Zaw
Thein formally opened the billboard. At the annual
general meeting, Lt-Col Zaw Thein made a speech
and Magway Division USDA Secretary U Khin
Maung Swe handed over the documents of develop-

ment tasks carried out by the USDA in the division
to the departmental officials.

Next, Lt-Col Zaw Thein and officials awarded
prizes to those who passed matriculation examina-
tion 2005 with flying colours. Division USDA Sec-
retary U Khin Maung Swe presented gifts to Magway
Township USDA that could organize the new mem-
bers at most, and departments concerned, BEHSs
and social organizations that contributed to tasks of
the association.

Later, the second session of the meeting con-
tinued and those present took part in the discussions.
Next, Division USDA Secretary U Khin Maung Swe
gave the concluding remarks and the meeting ended
with chanting of the slogans.

MNA

efits from the establishment of the Fishes anfl
Crustaceans Trading Zone. The zone will alsp
enable the suppliers to do direct trading with
local and overseas buyers.

We would like to call on the national en
trepreneurs to make the best use of the oppo
tunity created by the government for stronge
national economic life, proper evolution of
market-oriented economic system and increased
production and export of marine products.
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CASH DONATED TO HOME: U Kyaw
Nyunt-Daw Khin Mi Mi Aung of No 972-B,
Shwehninzi Road at 9th Mile in Mayangon Tow
ship donated K 100,000 for construction of Thr
Storey Hospital for the Aged recently. Joint-
Secretary of Hninzigon Home for the Aged U 1
Maung Win accepts cash donatica: H

New models of Canon cameras and printers introduced

Managing Director Mr Alvin Law of Accel International Co Ltd extends greetings at the ceremony to
introduce new model Canon cameras and new models of Canon Ink Jet Printer.

YANGON, 19 Oct — A ceremony to intro-
duce new model Canon cameras and Canon Ink
Jet Printers imported by Accel International Co
Ltd and Canon (Singapore) Pte Ltd was held at
Traders Hotel on Sule Pagoda Road, here, this
afternoon.

Managing Director Mr Alvin Law of Accel
Ninternational Co Ltd extended greetings. Vice-Presi-
eefent of Canon (Singapore) Pte Ltd Mr Melvyn Ho
gave a speech. Manager U Phillip Tun Aung of Accel
[ifinternational Co Ltd explained matters related to
new models of digital Canon brand camera and Ink

Jet Printer. Today, new models of digital Canon
camera and Canon Ink Jet Printers were sold to the
customers at special prices.

Digital Canon cameras and Canon Ink Jet
printers are available at the Joint Venture Forest
Commercial Building, sixth floor, 422-426,
Botahtaung Pagoda Road, Tel: 202092-96, at the
showroom, No 7-8 of Southern Wing of Aung San
Stadium in Mingala Taungnyunt Township, Tel:
243036-38 and the SY Building at No 6, 78th Street,
Tel: 02-36014 and 39857 in Mandalay.

MNA
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1 on quake-hit Pakistan

i

UN to host donor meeting
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IsLamaBap, 18 Oct — A conference of rich countries will take place in
Geneva next week to assess Pakistan’s needs for rebuilding its earthqua
devastated north, Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Tasnim Aslam said 0|

Monday.

The conference called by the United
Nations would be held on 24 October,
she told a weekly news conference.

“We are grateful to the international
community for their response. It rein-
forces our faith in human family,” she
said.

Assessment of the damage caused by
8 October earthquake that devastated
vast areas in Pakistani Kashmir and the
neigbouring parts of the North West Fron-
tier Province was still underway.

But Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz said
this week the quake caused damage of
around 5 billion US dollars. The official

death toll is nearly 40,000 and is ex-
pected to rise substantially as more re-
mote areas are reached.

The UN’s chief emergency relief co-
ordinator, Jan Egeland, said this week
several hundreds of millions of dollars
were needed for “just saving lives and
keeping people alive” with the bitter
winter approaching in mountainous
Kashmir.

So far more than 500 million US
dollars has been pledged from around
the world, but development officials said
they have started planning for a much
largerlong-term appeal. — MNA/Reuterg

A woman checks out the Indian map on Google's satellite image service
on a web site in Hong Kong on 18 Oct, 2005yTERNET

Mugabe compares Bush, Blair to
Hitler at UN event

Rowme, 18 Oct— Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe on Monday railed against US President Georg
W Bush and British Prime Minister Tony Blair, calling them “international terrorists” bent on world

domination like Adolf Hitler.

Mugabe departed from
his text at a ceremony
marking the 60th anniver-
sary of the United Na-
tion’s Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO)
to accuse Bush and Blair
of illegally invading Iraq
and looking to unseat gov-
ernments elsewhere.

“Must we allow these
men, the two unholy men
of our millennium, who
in the same way as Hitler
and Mussolini formed (an)
unholy alliance, formed
an alliance to attack an
innocent country?” he
said.

“The voice of Mr Bush
and the voice of Mr Blair
can’tdecide who shall rule
in Zimbabwe, who shall
rule in Africa, who shall
rule in Asia, who shall
rule in Venezuela, who

shall rule in Iran, who shall
rule in Iraq,” he said.

Mugabe accuses Brit-
ain and the United States
of working to unseat him
over his redistribution of
White-owned commercial
farms among Blacks.

“Is this the world we

desire? The world of gi-
ants and international ter-
rorists who use their state
muscle in order to intimi-
date us? We become the
midgets,” he said.

Some of the delegates
applauded his fiery anti-
Western speech several

times.

Mugabe attacked US
envoy Tony Hall as an
“agent of imperialism”
and then thanked FAO’s
Secretary-General,
Jacques Diouf, for invit-
ing him despite the US
protest. — MNA/Reuters]
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“Wilma” forms in
Caribbean

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE?

L onpon, 180ct— Tropical Storm Wilma formed

@& the Caribbean Sea on Monday and could move

into the oil-rich Gulf of Mexico by the end of the
week, the US National Hurricane Centre said.

Wilma is the twenty-
first named storm of the
2005 Atlantic hurricane
season, making this the
equal most active year on
record, the NHC said.

The last time so many
named storms formed in
one season was in 1933.

WasHINGTON, 18 Oct — Many rebuilding projects for Iraq will be dropped as security costs drair]
resources and with the growing awareness that more money must be spent to sustain Iraq’s exis
infrastructure, the top US auditor for Iraq’s reconstruction said on Tuesday.

In the coming year
money needed to operate
Iraq’s existing health, wa-
ter, oil and electrical in-
frastructure and to com-
plete planned reconstruc-
tion projects “will outstrip

the available revenue,”
said Stuart Bowen, the US
special inspector general
for Iraq reconstruction.
“Thoughthe causes may
be numerous and valid, the
existence of the gap simply

means that the completion
of the US-funded portion
of Iraq’sreconstruction will
leave many planned
projects on the drawing
board,” BowentoldaHouse
of Representatives Govern-
ment Reform subcommit-
tee.

He said international

“If the US and the
world do not buy the nec-
essary time for Iraq to be
able to shoulder their own
infrastructure, it will risk
undermining, or even re-
versing, the value of the
investments we have
made,” Bowen said.

Internet

Oil pricesrose over one
dollar on concern that the
storm may yet again bat-
ter the US Gulf oil infra-
structure. US light crude
futures were up 1.39 US
dollars at 64.02 US dol-
lars abarrel at 0833 GMT.
The storm was forecast to
move toward the Yucatan
Peninsula in Mexico on
Thursday before reaching
the Gulf on Friday. The
pattern of the storm was
likely to be erratic for the
next day or two, the NHC
said on its web site (http:/
ir)@ww.nhc.noaa.gov/).

The US gulf coast is
still reeling from Hurri-
canes Rita and Katrina,
which hit the region in
August and September.

On Friday, 67 per cent
of the US gulf’s 1.5 mil-
lion barrels per day of oil
output was still shut in
following the storms.

MNA/Reuters

donors should be pressed
to make good on their
pledges, and Iraq must
crack down on corruption
and tighten its budget to
try to narrow this diffe-
rence.

Bowen also said there
did not appear to be ad-
equate planning for Iraq’s
long-term maintenance of
its new facilities. It will
cost from $650 million to
$750 million annually to
run the new plants and
equipment built largely
with US funds, and more

March 2003, according

[ US military deaths in ‘
Iraq climb to 1,980

‘WASHINGTON, 18 Oct — As of Tuesday, 18 Oct,
2005, at least 1,980 members of the US military
have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in

count. At least 1,533 died as a result of hostile
action, according to the military’s numbers. The
figures include five military civilians.

Since 1 May, 2003, when President Bush de-
clared that major combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,841 US military members have died,
according to AP’s count. That includes at least
1,431 deaths resulting from hostile action, accord-

to an Associated Pres

US soldiers inspect a car that was destroyed in a roadside bomb in the ¢|
Baquba, northeast of Baghdad, on 18 Oct, 20d5TERNET

tYd?fsecurity, salaries and | | ing to the military’s numbers. — Internet
fuel, he said. \ J
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A model displays
a 40 metre-long
wedding gown in
a street in
Chaohu, in east
China's Anhui
. Province on 18

October, 2005.

INTERNET

India can take on China
in manufacturing sector

L onpoN, 18 Oct— India is the only country in the world which can take on
China in the manufacturing sector, provided its government and industry
change their priorities and mindset, NRI industralist Lord Swraj Paul has said.

Even though the manufacturing
sector has been ignored for many years,
"there is a change now and there is a big
realization that if any country in the
world can take on China in the manufac-
turing sector, it is India," Lord Paul,
who is also British Ambassador for
Overseas Business, told a BBC Hindi
Programme Saturday night.

"A developed manufacturing sec-
tor is the strength of any country's
progress as it is the only sector which

provides regular jobs for the work-force,"
he said.

Lord Paul said "All other sectors
including the IT do not provide stable and
permanent jobs. The example of China is
there for all to see how a strong manufac-
turing sector has taken the country on the
path of solid progress.

In India, he said, "the manufactur-
ing sector is beginning to get attention
now."

MNA/PTI

Quake death toll in

Angry Iranian mourners blame Britain

Jammu and Kashmir
mounts to 1,205

SRINAGAR, 18 Oct— The death toll in the dev|
astating earthquake, that rocked northern Indian
State of Jammu and Kashmir on 8 October, hal
gone up to 1,205 with the recovery of six mo

bodies Monday, police said here.

The six bodies were
recovered in the worst
quake-hitareas of Uriand
Tangdhar sectors of North
Kashmir, a police spokes-
man said.

Of the total deaths,
1,188 people died in
Kashmir Region and 17
inJammu Region. A total
of 6,152 people were in-
jured in Kashmir and 148
in Jammu.

The total number of
structures damaged in the
state stood at 37,219 with
36,693 in Kashmir and
526 in Jammu, the
spokesman said.

Relief materials for
the earthquake victims
continued to pour in from
all parts of the country,
he said.

The state govern-
mentreceived from Delhi
through various flights
with effect from 10 Octo-
ber till Sunday 118,218
blankets, 4,622 tents,
1,467 tarpaulins, 76 packs
of poly sheets and other
materials, he said.

MNA/PTI

State television images showed mourners chant-
ing "Death to Britain" as they carried the coffins of
sthose killed in Saturday's twin blasts through the streets
eof the southwestern city of Ahvaz, where the attacks

occurred. Iran's President, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, who
won June elections pledging a tougher foreign policy and
crackdown on corruption, said on Sunday Iran was "very
suspicious about the role of British forces" in the bombings.
Relations between Teheran and London have
deteriorated sharply in recent weeks over Britain's
support for US moves to refer Iran's nuclear case to the
UN Security Council and accusations that Iran was
linked to guerillas attacks on British troops in Iraq.
Teheran denies seeking nuclear weapons or med-

dling in Iraq "Crisis in Iran-Britain relations," the

for bombings

TEeHERAN, 18 Oct— Thousands of Iranian mourners directed their anger at Britain on Monday at
the funerals of six people killed in weekend bombings which Iran's President has blamed on London.

front-page headline of the moderate Shargdaily read.
"The accent of the Ahvaz bombings" said Etemad
newspaper, referring to a military commander's re-
mark that the sound of the blasts "had a British accent".

Many politicians said the presence of 8,000 Bri-
tish troops in neighbouring Iraq was the root cause of
this year's violence in Khuzestan and accused them of
training and aiding opposition separatist groups to
carry out the attacks. "So far 12 people have been
arrested," said Javad Saadounzadeh, parliamentarian
for the city of Abadan, close to Ahvaz. "They have
openly said they have been trained by Israeli and
British intelligence services in Basra," he told the
hardline Siyasat-e RouZewspaper.

MNA/Reuters

[

: Two US Marines killed in western Iraq:

1 BacHpAD, 180ct—Two US Marines were killed in fighting in westernl
I Iraq near the Jordanian border, the military said Tuesday.

I The Marines died Monday when they were hit by small-arms fire as US

I forces fought guerillas near the town of Rutba, 230 miles west of Baghdad, the

the statement said.

|
military said. Four militants were killed and a small supply of their arms seized, :
|

The Marines were assigned to Regimental Combat Team 2, 2nd Marine
Division, Il Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward). The names of the deceased
were being withheld pending notification of their relatives.At least 1,978
members of the US military have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in

I March 2003, according to an Associated Pressount.—Internet

———————————————————————— )

Pakistan raises known
quake toll to 48,000

IsLamaBaD 19 Oct, 2005 — Pakistan raised by
around 6,000 to nearly 48,000 on Wednesday its
confirmed death toll in the 8 October earthquake
which ravaged its northern mountains.

Major-General Farooq Ahmed Khan, the fed-
eral relief commissioner who is in overall charge of
the relief effort, told a news conference 47,723 people
were known to have died in Pakistan. Another 1,300
were killed in Indian Kashmir.

MNA/Reuters

Three from Maryland
killed in Iraq accident

WasHINGTON,17 Oct— Three soldiers from a Baltimore-based Mary-
land National Guard unit were killed Friday in Irag when an 18-wheeler
struck the back of their armoured vehicle, sparking a fire and detonating

ammunition.

The Defence Department yester-
day identified the three soldiers as Sgt
Brian R Conner, 36, of Baltimore,
Spec. Samuel M Boswell, 20, of Fulton
in Howard County, and Spec Bernard
L Ceo, 23, of Baltimore. Baltimore
officials said that Conner also had been
a lieutenant with the Baltimore City
Fire Department.

They were the first members of
the Maryland National Guard killed

overseas in the line of duty since World
War II, said Maj Charles S Kohler, a
spokesman for the Maryland National
Guard. Guard officials and family
members alike spoke of the severity of
the loss.

The guardsmen were assigned to
the 243rd Engineer Company, a
169-member unit that has been in the
region since August to transport sup-
plies, Kohler said.—Internet

An Iragi National Guard looks at the damages after a car bomb attack in Haifa

Street, central Baghdad, on 18 October, 200 TERNET
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Pakistan appeals for more
orthopaedics, paramedics and tents

IsLamaBap, 18 Oct—Amid reports of relief workers battling to prevent
gangrene causing more fatalities among over 70,000 injured in the Killey
earthquake, Pakistan on Monday appealed to the international community td
rush more medical teams with orthopaedics and para medics besides lar:

guantities of tents and blankets.

Pakistan’s Federal Relief Commis-
sioner Major General Farooq Ahmed
Khan told reporters here on Monday that
medical and trauma teams with ortho-
paedic surgeons, volunteer doctors and
para medic staff alongwith X-rays, CT
Scan and other related equipment were
urgently required.

He said the government has identi-
fied all areas affected by the 7.6 intensity
earthquake on 8 October but it was dif-
ficult to say when relief could reach all
the inaccessible areas.

more and m

mote areas s

be of much h

His appeal came as reports here said

ore injured persons who

were being ferried to hospitals from re-

howed signs of gangrene

setting in their broken limbs, leaving
little option to the doctors to surgically
remove the effected limbs.

Also a large number of local and
foreign medical teams taking part in the
relief operations wanted more and more
para medics to provide post operational
care without which surgeries would not

elp.—MNA/PTI

World scientists are aiming to speII outin graphlc detall the threat of flooding
faced by millions of people from America to Asia as global warming melts the

polar ice capS—INTERNET
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PuTralaYA (Malaysia), 18 Oct—The United States insisted on Monday it was sharing details of its
interrogation of Indonesian terrorism suspect Hambali with Asian nations that say a lack of access is
hindering their fight against terrorism.

Hambali, an Indone-
sian-born preacher au-
thorities believe was
Osama bin Laden’s key
link to Southeast Asia, has
been in US custody since
his arrest in Thailand in
2003.

Indonesia has long
sought direct access to
Hambali, both to question
him and to try him over

bomb attacks, including
the 2002 blasts on the re-
sort island of Bali that
killed 202 people. Indone-
sian police say Hambali
was the mastermind of that
attack.

“To my knowledge, we
are sharing information
across the board on coun-
ter-terrorism,” Henry
Crumpton, the US State

Department’s coordinator
for counterterrorism, told
a news conference, in re-
ply to a question about
co-operation on Hambali.
“To have information in
the counter-terrorism field
and not to share it is really
counterproductive,” said
Crumpton, whois visiting
Southeast Asia after tak-
ing up his job in August.

k !.__'.I_

;m*?‘

J[‘
A US soldier grlmaces after wading through

swamp water during a patrol of rural areas
surrounding central Baghdad-INTERNET

I Strong quake jolts eastern Japan, felt in Tokyo

e o o i —— ——————————— ]

Tokyo, 19 Oct, 05—
Anearthquake with a pre-
liminary magnitude of 6.2
jolted eastern Japan on

Oil leaps as new storm
menaces Gulf of Mexicc

LoNDoN, 18 Oct— Oil jumped nearly 3 per cent on
Monday as another tropical storm gathered strength in
the Caribbean, menacing US rigs and refineries al-

Wednesday and was felt
in Tokyo, but no tsunami
warning was issued, the
)Japan Meteorological
Agency said.
The quake, at around
8:44 pm, shook buildings
in the Japanese capital,

but there were no reports
of injuries or damage.
Runways at Tokyo’s
Naritainternational airport
were closed for checks
right after the quake but
soonreopened, while serv-
iceonsome train lines was
briefly halted.

The focus of the
tremor was 25 miles be-
low the sea off Ibaraki pre-

ready rocked by the most active hurricane season in
decades.

Tropical Storm Wilma, the 21st named storm this
year, could become a hurricane on Tuesday and could
move into the southern end of the the oil-rich Gulf of
Mexico by Saturday, the US National Hurricane Cen-
tre said.

The last time there were so many named storms was
1933. Vulnerable oil platforms and refineries along the
Gulf of Mexico have already battled an onslaught from
two major hurricanes, and six plants are still com-
pletely shut.

Rising tensions in Iran, the world's fourth-biggest
oil producer, also buoyed prices after twin bombings in
the southwest oil city of Ahvaz, which Teheran blamed
on Britain.

US crude settled at 64.36 US dollars a barrel, up
1.73 US dollars or 2.8 per cent. London Brent crude
settled at 60.57 US dollars a barrel, up 1.09 US dollars.
Prices have fallen from a late August high above 70 US
dollars but are still close to levels unseen in real terms
in a quarter of a century.

Massachusetts
2,000 peopl

gvacuates

as dam buckles

BosToN, 18 Oct—Police urged about 2,000 people
to evacuate their homes in southern Massachusetts on
Monday after a dam strained by record rainfall began
to buckle and threatened to flood low-lying neighbour-

hoods.

Massachusetts emergency management officials
said the Whittendon Pond Dam in Taunton about 33
miles south of Boston could fail after record rainfall
swelled rivers and ponds across northeastern United

States last week.

"Downstream from the river there are about 100

homes as well as downtown Taunton,"

said Peter

Judge, spokesman for the Massachusetts Emergency
Management Agency, referring to the city of 49,800

MNA/Reuterg

people.—MNA/Reuters

fecture, northeast of To-
kyo, the agency said.

“It was a slow but
powerful shake. It was
shaking for a while, but
not so badly that objects
fell off the shelves,” Toru
Saito, an Ibaraki prefec-
tural government official,
told state broadcaster
NHK.

About 600 house-
holds experienced a brief
power outage.

“The building was
shaken from side to side,
out nothing fell,” Hiroshi
Okasato of the fire depart-
ment in Rokkou town,
Ibaraki, told NHK.

An experimental nu-
clear reactor in Ibaraki
shut down automatically
and safely, but there were
no problems at any nu-
clear power plants in the
area, a prefectural official
said. There were also no
reports of any damage at
oil refineries and facili-
ties, the official said.

The economy in
Ibaraki is a mixture of in-
dustry and agriculture.

MNA/Reuters

Interestin Hambali has
grown since 1 October
blasts at Bali restaurants
that killed 20 people and
three suicide bombers.
Suspicion for those attacks
fell on Jemaah Islamiah, a
shadowy network of
which Hambali was op-
erations chief before his
capture.

Although the United
States has allowed Indo-
nesian authorities to sub-
mit written questions that
were put to the preacher
from west Java, it has not
given them direct access.

Some legal experts
have said Indonesia’s
prosecution of Abu Bakar
Bashir, the alleged spir-
itual leader of Jemaah
Islamiah (JI), as well as
other terrorism suspects,
hasbeen hampered by lack
of access to Hambali.

Asked if Indonesia had
soughtaccess to Hambali,
Crumpton said he could
not comment. But infor-
mation from him was be-
ing shared with Southeast
Asian nations, he said.

Hambali was crucial
to understanding how JI
was funded, a Southeast
Asian security source
said last week. “We were
not given access by the
US authorities so it some-
what hinders our intelli-
gence work,” said the
source, who declined to
be identified.

“In Southeast Asia, we
feel there is a great need to
interview Hambali and it
seems we have been re-
fused,” he added.

MNA/Reuters
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India’s export growth slips to
single digit in September

New DeLHi, 18 Oct—After clocking over 20 per cent growth since April,
India’s export slipped for the first time this fiscal to a single digit growth 7.51

per cent in September.

But owing to the good
showinginthepreviousfive
months, the overall export
growth of first half (April-
Septmebr, 2005-06)
continued to be buoyant at
20.52 per cent recording
43.22 billion dollars as
against 35.86 billion in the
year-ago period.

Trade deficit for April-
September 2005-06 is
estimated at 20.32 billion
dollars as against 11.8
billion dollars in April-
September 2004-05, as per

the official trade data
released here on Monday.
Exports during
Septemberroseby 7.51 per
centto 7.2 billiondollars as
against 6.7 billion dollars
in September 2004-05.
Imports grew by 17.25
per cent to 10.48 billion
dollarsasagainst8.9billion
dollars in September 2004.
Imports during April-
September increased by
33.09 per cent to 63.55
billion dollars as against
47.749 billion dollars in

2004-05.

Oil imports during the
first half of the fiscal were
42.92 per cent higher at
20.833 billion dollars as
against 14.577 billion
dollarsinthe corresponding
period last year.

Non-oilimports during
April-September 2005-06
areestimated at42.7 billion
dollars, 28.77 per cent
higher than the level of
33.17 billion dollars in
April-September 2004-05.

MNA/PTI

A scale model of
China’s tallest build-
ing-to-be Shanghai
World Financial
Centre, is exhibited &
a Press conference ¢
18 Oct, 2005 in Shan
hai, China.

INTERNET

Singapore ready to tackle bird flu

pandemic

SNGAPORE, 18 Oct — Singapore is preparing isolation wards in hospitals and stockpiling medicing
to tackle a possible outbreak of bird flu in the densely populated city-state, Health Minister Khaw Boo

Wan said on Monday.

He said the govern-
ment had stepped up
preparations by planning
possible outbreak
scenarios and response
exercises, as well as
increasing stocks of anti-
viral medication.

“We started early so
that was quite helpful. As
the first mover, I think we
have some advantage and
we’ve built up quite a

significant” stock of
antiviral drugs, Khaw said
in Parliament.

He said Singapore,
with a population of 4.2
million, would probably
have achieved its target of
having enough medicines
to treat one quarter of the
population by sometime
next year.

“A major disease
outbreak such as a flu

pandemic will be very
costly in terms of human
lives as well as economic
losses.”

The detection of the
deadly strain of the bird flu
virus in Turkey and
Romaniahas compounded
fears that the avian flu was
spreading from Asia to
Europe, triggering a surge
in global demand for
antiviral medication such

as Tamiflu and Relenza
that offer the best hope of
holding abird flu pandemic
at bay.

Tamiflu is manu-
factured by Swiss drug
giant Roche Holdings AG
and Relenza  was
developed by Australia’s
Biota Holdings and
is marketed by Glaxo-
SmithKline Plc.

MNAReuters|

S

n

France arrests key

witness in Hariri probe

Paris, 18 Oct— French police have arrested a
key Syrian witness in a UN inquiry into the murder
of Lebanese former prime minister Rafik alHariri.

Judicial sources said
Mohammad Zuheir al-
Siddiq was detained on an
international warrant on
Sunday at Chatou, in the
Yvelines region west of
Paris where he lives.

Beirut has 30 days to
provide the necessary

Australia’s tough new
security laws in doubt

SybNEY, 18 Oct—Australia’s tough new security
laws planned after the July London bombings may
be watered down after a number of key political
leaders called on Monday for more debate, worried
the measures are being rushed.

Last month, Austra-
lia’s six states and two
territories agreed to pass
conservative  Prime
Minister John Howard’s
new security laws even
though one state leader
described them as
“draconian”. Under the
laws, suspects can be
detained for 48 hours
withoutcharge, electronic
tracking devices would be
used to keep tabs on
suspects, and supporting
guerillas in countries like
Iraq would carry a seven-
year jail sentence.

But two weeks before
the legislation goes to
Parliament, the leaders of
Australia’s two territories
said they might not
support the bill after seeing
draft legislation.

“Law of this signi-
ficance made in this haste
can’t be good law,” Jon
Stanhope, chief minister
of the Australian Capital
Territory (ACT), toldlocal

radio. The chief minister
of the outback Northern
Territory, Clare Martin,
also said she would not be
rushed into passing the
laws, expressing concern
about legal safeguards for
Australians.The states
were very concerned what
the appropriate safeguards
were in what was tough
legislation ... that anyone
picked up under the

Iraqi soldiers sit atop a transport truck prior to an ultimately aborted patro

central Baghdad on 18 Oct 2005.

INTERNET

documents for the
extradition request. Le-
banese public prosecutor
Saeed Mirza confirmed
that he asked for Siddiq to
be detained.

“The case should be
settled relatively quickly,”
magistrate Henri Genin
told Reuters.Lebanese
judicial sources said they
had asked for Siddiq’s
detention because they
believed he had mislead
the international inquiry
into the February 14
assassination of Hariri and
20 others, whichisheaded
by UNinvestigator Detlev
Mehlis. Lebanese political
sources say Siddiq was
one of the leading
witnesses in the probe,
having said he had
attended a meetings at
which Hariri’skilling was
discussed. But Syrian
officialshave privately said
Siddiq was unreliable and
iwanted in his own country
on charges of fraud and
desertion.— MNAReuters

legislation had a right to
legal representation and
there was asunsetclause,”
Martin told local radio.
“I think every state
leader... will be very
concerned that those
principles ... are reflected
in that draft legislation.”
Howard said on
Monday he would not
water down the new laws,
butheneeds all Australia’s
states and territories to
pass the legislation in
order to meet consti-
tutional requirements.
MNA/Reuters

Australia to double size of intelligence agency

SvpNey, 18 Oct—Australia will double the size of its intelligence agency by 2010 to deal with the
growing risk of home-grown terror attacks, Prime Minister John Howard said on Sunday.

Under the plan, staff
atthe Australian Security
Intelligence Organization
(ASIO) will rise to 1,860
from the current 980 by
fiscal year 2010/2011,
Howard told reporters in
Sydney.

He said the funding
boost was aimed in part
at tackling home-grown
terrorism. He said the
LondonbombingsinJuly

were conducted by people
who were British-born or
long-term residents who
had not otherwise come
to the attention of either
British authorities or the
communities in which
they lived.

“London drove
home, more than any
other terrorist attack,
drove ithome to us that it
could happen here,”

Howard said.

He said the recruit-
ment and training of the
extra intelligence staff
would involve a massive
increase in ASIO’s
budget that would be fully
detailed at the next
budget.

Howard’s Liberal
National government is
proposing controversial
new anti-terrorism laws

which include the right to
preventive detention,
effectively locking up
people thought to be
involved or to have
knowledge of a terrorist
act.

Copies of the
sweeping new laws were
leaked on Friday and have
sparked concerns among
legal experts.

MNA/Reuters
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Social scientists say that judgments shall
be made in conformity with practical principles
(physical performance). The Tatmadaw Govern-
ment which unavoidably assumed State duties in
1988 has been making efforts unremittingly for
national development through the 12 political,
economic and social objectives.

It is obvious that the Tatmadaw Govern-
ment has achieved unprecedented success in im-
plementing the four political objectives — stabil-
ity of the State, community peace and tranquil-
lity, prevalence of law and order, national
reconsolidation, emergence of a new State Con-
stitution, building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State Constitution.
Similarly, it has made a good headway with eco-
nomic and social objectives.

Nowadays, certain internal and external
groups are fabricating false news as though the
Tatmadaw Government were opposed to the drive
for national reconsolidation. In reality, ensuring
national reconsolidation is the inborn duty of the
Tatmadaw. The following points bear witness to
how the Tatmadaw Government has been con-
stantly striving for national reconsolidation.

1. Seventeen national race armed groups, that
rose against successive previous govern-
ments for several decades, returned to the
legal fold, some of whom have uncondi-
tionally handed over their arms and are
participating in the development tasks. As a
result, peace, stability and progress prevail
in the entire nation including border areas.

2. It has allowed political parties to exist le-
gally, and has been taking all possible meas-
ures for building a new developed nation in
harness with those parties.

3. It held the multi-party general election in
1990 with the aim of enabling the
Tatmadaw, political parties and the people
to make efforts in concert for the emergence
of a State Constitution needed for the future
nation.

4. The Tatmadaw held tripartite talks of politi-
cal parties whose representatives were
elected in 1990 election, parties of national
races whose representatives were elected,
and representatives of the Tatmadaw Gov-
ernment and had agreed for the framing of
a State Constitution by convening of a Na-
tional Convention for democratic transition;
and the Head of State met and encouraged
the representatives.

5. The National Convention commenced in
1993 together with various national races,
people from all strata of life, intellectuals
and intelligentsia, representatives of national
races, elected representatives and other in-
vited persons, and it laid down 104 basic
principles.

6. The articles by Maung Yin Hmaing in the
issues of the newspapers in 2003 carried:
(a) The documentary photo of Head of

State Senior General Than Shwe and

Daw Suu Kyi exchanging clear smiles

and shaking trustful hands,

(b) The documentary photo that shows
frank and cordial exchange of views can
lead to consolidated national political
future of the nation,

(¢)  The documentary photo showing a fam-
ily dinner of State Peace and Develop-
ment Council members headed by
Chairman Senior General Than Shwe
and NLD Party leadership, and

(d) The documentary photo showing fre-
quent discussions between NLD CEC
members led by Daw Suu Kyi and the
Government delegation led by a minis-
ter were frank, cordial trustful ones.
Those photos represented the coopera-

Seventeen national race arme)

groups, that rose against successiye cert.

previous governments for severa
decades, returned to the legal fold|
some of whom have unconditionally
handed over their arms and are par-
ticipating in the development tasks.
As a result, peace, stability and
progress prevail in the entire nation
including border areas.

tion for national reconsolidation.
The Government held discussions with NLD
to join hands for carrying out nation-building
tasks. On 6 May 2002 the restrictions imposed
on Daw Suu Kyi were lifted. Then, the
Tatmadaw Government and NLD had been
able to build mutual trust. Daw Suu Kyi had
been allowed to travel to anywhere and take
organizational measures freely. At the begin-
ning of the trips, Daw Suu Kyi was treated as
a very important person to view Duyingabo
River Water Pumping Project near Aunglan,
Yanpe Creek Project near Taungdwingyi,
Ayeyawady River crossing Bridge (Magway)
Project, Paunglaung Hydropower Project,
crossing  Bridge
(Mawlamyine) Project, Winphanon Dam
Project, Thayettabin Agricultural Project near
Minhla, South Nawin Dam Project near

Thanlwin River

Paukkhaung, Nyaungkai Dam Project near
Padaung, and Nathmaw River Water Pump-
ing Project near Pyay. However, the growing
trust was interrupted by alien instigation and
influence, thereby leading to Dabayin conflict
on 30 May 2003 that put an end to trust-
building and cooperation.

In 2003, the Tatmadaw Government declared
the State’s seven-point Road Map in order that
the entire national people could make efforts
in cohesion for building a democratic nation.
The temporarily adjourned National Conven-
tion was reconvened in accord with the seven-
point Road Map; and the Government invited
all the delegates including those of the politi-
cal parties that had attended the National Con-

Aung Moe San

vention, plus elected representatives. In addi-

tion, it invited representatives from all walks

of life and national races, and held discus-

sions with remnant armed groups.

9.  The reconvening of the National Conven-
tion, the first stage of the State’s seven-point
Road Map, with eight groups of representa-
tives such as representatives of national
races, representatives from all walks of life,
representatives of intellectuals and intelli-
gentsia, representatives of political parties,
elected representatives, and other invited
persons.

It is apparent that the above-mentioned facts
are convincing evidences of the earnest efforts the
Tatmadaw Government has been exerting to gain
national reconsolidation and to enable the entire
national people to build democratic nation in con-

The Tatmadaw Government exerted its ut-
most efforts based on mutual trust. But, the other
side failed to reciprocate. The drive for national
reconsolidation is thus still far away from the goal
due to the fact that some parties and groups cling
on to negative views towards the Tatmadaw Gov-
ernment while they think themselves otherwise,
and rely too much on external elements. To make
matters worse, certain big nations are inciting them.

The article “A New Approach Towards
Burma Just Might Work” by David Oldfield in the
25-6-2003 issue of The Nation newspaper asked
why an approach towards national reconsolidation
needs to be based on political realities. In review-
ing the present approaches, it is found that West
European countries and others are favouring NLD
and regarding it as a standard democracy move-
ment group while setting conditions on the State
Peace and Development Council to give conces-
sions to the former. Such approaches mean that
the government has to concede to NLD. Indeed,
that is just a disregard to the nation’s prevailing
political reality.

The ruling government is a national force.
So, if they really want national reconsolidation,
they should maintain relations as a good friend. It
is the building of mutual trust. Instead of getting
down to practical work making one-sided demands
will achieve nothing. The writer is a doctorate as
well as the chairman of Brooker Policy Research
Co Ltd.

Political researchers say that high level of
intelligence is just the ability to remedy the mis-
takes one has made as soon as possible but not the
ability to avoid making mistakes.

Social scientists say that the best way to
understand ideology is the way from which one
constantly takes lessons from one’s mistakes
through bitter experiences.

As national reconsolidation means making
peace and unity among internal groups, the dis-
putes among national groups must be solved in
the frame of national interests. So, national
reconsolidation in the interests of the nation is
bounden duty of the Tatmadaw Government.

Translation: MS
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Strong national economy...
(from page 1)

rubber will be introduced, and rubber will be planted

on a wider scale if the pilot growing sees success.

Efforts will be made with added momentum to gain

greater success. He gave a supplementary report on

land allotment department-wise.

In response, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win said that strong
national economic is a fundamental requirement for
the emergence of a peaceful, modern democratic
nation with flourishing discipline. Development of
the agricultural sector plays a pivotal role in the drive.

150,000 fingerlings put
into the Byaing Creek dam.

He expressed his pleasure to see the farm is
making progress thanks to the guidance of the Head
of State, close supervision of Eastern Command and
active participation of the departments.

Measures are to be taken for the farm to become
model plantations and livestock camps for nearby
villages.

Programmes have been laid down for running
on a commercial scale farm so as to penetrate into
foreign markets, and that will raise the State’s
economy. He called for participation of respective
departments and local people under the close super-
vision of the Eastern Command for greater success
of the farm.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win inspects Kyaukni multipurpose farm in Taunggyina

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win, the commander and party
inspected Kyaukni integrated agricultural farm. Lt-
Gen Kyaw Win also inspected Kyaukwunyan spill-
ways built across Byaing Creek flowing into the farm.
He gave instructions on use of water for cultivation
purposes and generating of power.

He inspected Byaing Creek Dam. Lt-Gen Kyaw
Win, the commander and party put 150,000
fingerlings into the dam.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win inspected growing of mango
and pigeon peas. He told officials concerned to cul-
tivate marketable crops in vacant and fallow lands.
In the farm, 59,137 plants of various kinds are grown
on 5,000 acres of lands of Eastern Command, de-

Home Affairs Minister leaves for Beijing

YaNGon, 19 Oct
— A Myanmar delega-
tion led by Minister for
Home Affairs Maj-Gen
Maung Oo left here
yesterday evening for
Beijing, the People’s
Republic of China, to
attend the 2nd Ministe-
rial Meeting on Drug
Control between
ASEAN and China to be
held from 18 to 20 Oc-
tober.

They were seen
off at the Yangon Inter-
national Airport by Min-
ister for Finance and
Revenue Maj-Gen Hla
Tun, Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Myint Maung,

LA e :
Home Affairs Minister Maj-Gen Maung Oo seen at the airport on hig

departure for China to participate in 2nd ministerial meeting on drug
control between China and ASEANuNa

i, - - -y paligia it

members.

The Home Affairs
Minister was accompa-
nied by Director U
Maung Maung Kyaw of
Bureau of Special Inves-
tigation.

Deputy Minister for
Home Affairs Brig-Gen
Phone Swe, Charge
d’affaires ai Mr Yu
Boren of the Chinese
Embassy, departmental
officials and family

Deputy Director-
General of Myanmar Po-
lice Force Police Brig-
Gen Zaw Win, Head of

Progress of Border Areas
and National Races De-
partment left here in ad-
vance on 16 October for

partments, Myanma Farms Enterprise and Special
Region-4.

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win and party went to the 100-
acre model farm near Konhlaing Village of
Shwenyaung Village Tract. Manager U Kyaw Myint
of Myanma Agriculture Service in Taunggyi reported
on cultivation of paddy and Commander Maj-Gen
Ye Myint on extended cultivation of Shweyinaye
paddy.

Officials urged to cultivate
marketable crops in vacan
and fallow lands.

In meeting with farmers, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win said
local farmers are to utilize quality strains and correct
cultivation methods and organic and inorganic fertiliz-
ers. Socio-economic life of the farmers will improve
with the boosting of production and increase of per
acre yield, he said. He spoke of the need to make
efforts for extended cultivation of garlic and other crops.
He cordially greeted the farmers. He inspected thriv-
ing Shweyinaye paddy of farmer U Lawli. Lt-Gen Kyaw
Win and party spent the night in Taunggyi. — MNA

Director-General calls for
establishment of libraries
in villages

YaNGoON, 19 Oct — Director-General of the
Information and Public Relations Department U Chit
Naing toured Pakokku District, NyaungU District
and Chauk Township from 16 to 18 October and
donated books to self-reliance libraries.

During his tour, the director-general met with
officials of IPRD and gave instructions on establish-
ment of libraries on self-reliance basic at villages in
the regions. He also discussed opening of multiplier
course on librarianship and collection of books for
libraries.

On 16 October evening, Director-General U
Chit Naing also gave educative talks at Pakokku
Education College and faculty members and students
attended it. —MNA

CCDAC and Drug Elimi-
nation Department Police
Col Kham Aung and Di-
rector U Nyi Nyi of

Beijing to attend the 2nd
Senior Officials Meeting
on Drug Control.

MNA

Sports Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint addresses the meeting for hosting the Grand Royal '05

Coord meeting to host
Grand Royal Cup held

YANGoN, 19 Oct — Chairman of Myanmar
Olympic Committee Minister for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint attended the coordination meeting
to host the Grand Royal 05 Challenge Cup and the
ITF Junior World Ranking Championship, at
Padamya Hall of the National Indoor Stadium-1 in
Thuwunna this afternoon.

The minister delivered an address. Myanmar
Football Federation President and Myanmar Tennis
Federation President U Zaw Zaw reported on prepa-
rations for the two competitions, and departmental
officials on their respective sectors. Next, the min-
ister gave the concluding remarks.

The minister also attended the final matches
and the ceremony to present prizes to winners in the
37th Inter-State/Division Badminton Tournament at
the National Badminton Gymnasium in Lanmadaw
Township.—MNA

Challenge Cup and the ITF Junior World Ranking Championshipana



WHO officials call on CEC
member of MMCWA

YANGON, 19 Oct —
Mr Pricha Petlueng and
Dr Sunil Kaul of Exter-
nal Review of National
Malaria Control Pro-
gramme of the World
Health  Organization
called on CEC members

of Myanmar Maternal and
Child Welfare Associa-
tion at the multi-purpose
building of MMCWA
yesterday afternoon.
They discussed
participation of
MMCWA in malaria

control programme.
Secretary Dr Daw
Wai Wai Tha of
MMCWA and CEC
members explained tasks
of the association and its
activities in the malaria
control. — MNA

Secretary of MMCWA and executives meeting with officials of WH@vcwa

Thandwe Districts USDA holds its Annual
General Meeting for 2005

YANGON, 19 Oct —
Thandwe Districts Union
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Association held its
Annual General Meeting
for 2005 at the hall of the
association on 14 October.

Present on the oc-
casion were Chairman of
Thandwe District Peace
and Development Council
Lt-Col Hla Tint, local au-
thorities, executive of

Rakine State USDA U
Tun Wai and secretaries
and executives of districts
and townships USDA and
members.

First, the ceremony
was opened with Zartiman
and Pyimyanmar songs
presented by students of
No 1 and No 2 Basic Edu-
cation High Schools in
Thandwe Township.

Next, secretary of

Thandwe District USDA
U Kyi Shwin read out a
report on functions in one
year. After presenting
prizes to outstanding stu-
dents, alms were donated
to Pariyatti Sarthintaiks in
the townships. Afterwards,
the meeting focused on
performance as to four
main sectors and rural de-
velopment tasks.

MNA
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Minister attends coord meeting on
upgrading of development work

Minister Col Thein Nyunt makes an address at the meeting on upgrading of

development work—pBANRDA

YANGON, 19 Oct —
Minister for Progress of
Border Areas and National
Races and Development
Affairs Col Thein Nyunt
attended a coordination
meeting on upgrading of
development work at the
meeting hall of Develop-
ment Affairs Department
at No 245 in Botahtaung
Township this morning
and made a speech on the
occasion.

Magway Division Devel-
opment Affairs Commit-
tee, the director of Bago
Division (West) Develop-
ment Affairs Committee,
the director of Yangon Di-
vision Development Af-
fairs Committee and the
director of Bago Division
Development Affairs
Committee briefed the
minister on arrangements
to be made for construc-
tion of district-to-district

After 1988, Development Affairs
Department upgraded 15724 miles
of roads — 3,181 miles in urbanar-
easand 12543 miles in rural areas

Also present on the
occasion were Deputy
Ministers Brig-Gen Than
Tun and Col Tin Ngwe,
directors-general, manag-
ing directors, deputy di-
rectors-general, directors,
deputy superintending en-
gineers, township execu-
tive officers and engineers
in-charge.

First, the director of
Mandalay Division Devel-
opment Affairs Commit-
tee, the director of

roads and progress of
work. Next, the directors
of Sagaing, Magway, Man-
dalay, Bago, Bago (West),
Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions DAC briefed the
minister on arrangements
to be made for rural hous-
ing project and progress of
work.

At the same time,
the directors of Sagaing,
Magway and Mandalay
Divisions DAC briefed the
minister on work progress

of water supply tasks for
three arid regions. After-
wards, Deputy Minister
Col Tin Ngwe dealt with
strong and weak points in
carrying out the projects.

After that, the min-
ister made a concluding
speech on the occasion,
saying that the develop-
ment affairs committees
were to perform rural wa-
ter supply project in arid
regions Sagaing, Manda-
lay and Magway Divi-
sions, rural housing project
in time, upgrading tasks
for beautifying townships.
Moreover, they were to
carry out the development
tasks in time meeting the
set standard and maintain
finished tasks for a long
run. The officials were to
try to do their assigned
tasks with relentless efforts
to hit the target.

After 1988, Devel-
opment Affairs Depart-
ment upgraded 15,724
miles of roads in rural and
urban areas— 3,181 miles
in urban areas and 12,543
miles in rural areas.

MNA

—

Flying Training Base Team wins volleyball
championship shield

YANGON, 19 Oct —
The final match of Com-
mander-in-Chief’s (Air)
Shield Volleyball Cham-
pionship for 2005 took
place yesterday at the sta-
dium in Meiktila and Fly-

ing Training Base Team
emerged champion for
2005. In the final match,
Flying Training Base
Team thrashed No 1 Prov-
ost Unit (Air) Team 3-0.

On behalf of the

Commander-in-Chief’s
(Air), Commander of the
Flying Training Base
Brig-Gen KhinMaung Tin
presented the champion-
ship shield to the win-
ner.— MNA

Tezar Phyo
(Yangon)
accepts the
best player
award for
the 37th
State/
Division
Badminton
Contest on
19-10-2005.
NLM
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Vidhura Drama Contest continues
for fifth and final day

( Culture Minister Maj-Gen Kyi Aung and officials enjoy Vidhura Drama contest at the National Theaire. — J

YANGON, 19 Oct — Taingchit Tin Ngwe and
troupe representing Magway Division took partin the
Vidhura Drama Contest of the 13th Myanmar Tradi-
tional Cultural Performing Arts Competitions for the
fifth and final day at the National Theatre on Myoma
Kyaung Street this evening.

It was attended by member of the panel of
patrons of the Organizing Committee Minister for

Culture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung, Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement and for Immigra-
tion and Population Maj-Gen Sein Htwa, Vice-
Chairman of the Leading Committee Deputy Min-
ister for Culture Brig-Gen Soe Win Maung, Chair-
man of the Work Committee No 3 Military Region
Commander Col Tint Hsan, members of the work
committee and sub-committees, maestros and en-

thusiasts.

Leader of the panel of judges U Chit Oo Nyo
and party supervised the contest.

Tomorrow evening, the Ayeyarhline marionette
troupe representing Ayeyawady Division will take
part in the Minkutha Drama at the professional level
marionette contest.

MNA

Performing Arts Competitions...

(from page 16)
judges. Tomorrow the ba-
sic education level (aged
5-10)boys’ and girls” harp
contest and the amateur
level men’s and women’s
harp contest will be held
at the theatre.

The music contest
continued at Kanbawza
Theatre. Seven persons of
States and Divisions par-
ticipated in the profes-
sional level men’s violin
contest, one woman in the
professional level wom-
en’s violin contest, three
contestants in the basic
education level (aged 5-
10) boys’ violin contest

Ma Pan Ei Phyu of Taninthayi Division participat-
ing in the girls’ (aged 10-15) classical song
contest— mna

and five students in the
basic education level
(aged 5-10) girls’ violin
contest. The competitions
were supervised by Chair-
man of the panel of judges
Gitalulin U Ko Ko and
party.

MNA

/ﬁ

boys’ solo orchestra

contest.

MNA

Maung Thein Tun Oo of
Sagaing Division taking
part in the basic educa-
tion level (aged 15-20)
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Work committee, subcommittees
and team managers of
State/Division meet

YANGON, 19 Oct — The work coordination
meeting of the Chairman of the Work Committee
for Organizing the 13th Myanmar Traditional Cul-
tural Performing Arts Competitions and committee
members, subcommittee members and team manag-
ers from States and Divisions was held at the
meeting hall of No 1 Transit Centre (Bayintnaung)
this evening, with an address by Chairman of Work
Committee No 3 Military Region Commander Col
Tint Hsan.

Next, the work committee, subcommittees
and team managers discussed competitions sector-
wise, and the Chairman of the Work Committee
attended to the needs.

MNA

Donate blood




GENEVA, 19 Oct— Depletion of the ozone layer
above Antarctica, caused by emissions of industrial
chemicals, seems to have peaked, indicating that
global environmental pacts were working, UN scien-
tists said on Tuesday.

The seasonal hole above the South Pole and
Antarctica is now shrinking after falling short of
the record years of 2003 and 2000, the United Na-
tions’ World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
said in its latest bulletin.

It peaked at 26.9 million square kilometres on
19 September, it said, against 29 million square
kilometres in September 2003, which most scien-
tists say was the record.

“It is the third largest ever, more or less as one
would expect from present levels of chlorine and
bromine in the atmosphere,” Geir Braathen, WMO’s
top ozone expert, told a news briefing.

“It doesn’t look as if the ozone hole is going to
get any bigger (in coming years). It seems like we
have reached a plateau...,” he added.

Chlorofluorcarbons (CFCs) containing chlorine
and bromine are blamed for thinning the earth’s pro-
tective layer — which filters harmful ultraviolet ra-
diation that can cause skin cancer and cataracts.

They were banned 20 years ago under the
Vienna Convention and its Montreal Protocol of
1987.

“As the amount of chlorine and bromine will
continue to decline over the next decades, but very
slowly, one expects the ozone hole to get smaller

and smaller,”

Braathen said.

MNA/Reuterg
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Experts urges to help
world’s children and fight bird flu

WasHINGTON, 19 Oct — Moving swiftly against age-old child killers such as diarrhea and pneu-
monia could help the world get ready to combat a bird flu pandemic, health experts said on Tuesday.

“We can’t do any-
thing about stopping
avian flu if it comes in
the next two years. But
we can save 6 million
child lives and we can do
something about pan-
demic flu if it comes in
the next five to 10 years,”
said Dr Nils Daulaire,
president and chief exe-
cutive officer of the Glo-
bal Health Council.

This, in turn, could
help create the capacity
to cope with outbreaks of
new diseases such as
H5N1 avian flu. The key
lies in building up the so-
called public health sys-
tem, the experts said.

HSNI1 avian influ-
enza has moved across
several Asian countries,
decimating flocks of
poultry, and now has
been found in Europe, in
Romania and possibly
Greece. So far it does not
infect people easily but it
has sickened at least 117
in four countries and
killed 60 of them.

If it becomes a hu-
man disease, it has the

potential to kill millions
or tens of millions of
people within a few
months.

It will take at least
six months to make a
vaccine against it. Only
two drugs reduce its ef-
fects and they are in short
supply. Quarantines are
unlikely to help much
and influenza spreads
quickly.

In other words, the
world will be helpless to

stop H5NT1 if it comes be-
fore vaccine and drug
production can be
ramped up, virtually all
experts agree. And hos-
pitals, clinics and other
health systems are al-
ready stretched to capa-
city, so a pandemic will
be difficult to cope with.

But ramping up the
capacity to make and dis-
tribute vaccines and
drugs will have imme-
diate benefits on other,

equally deadly but less
acute diseases, global
health specialists said.
“Every three se-
conds a child dies,”
Daulaire told a briefing
sponsored by the Na-
tional Press Foundation.
“They die from pneumo-
nia. They die from
diarrhea. They are dying
from neonatal causes.
They are dying from
malaria.
MNA/Reuters
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Israeli envoy beaten in St Petersburg

Moscow, 19 Oct —
An Israeli diplomat was
beaten up on the street in
St Petersburg, Russia’s
second city, a spokesman
for the Israeli Foreign
Ministry confirmed on
Tuesday.

Interfaxhad reported
earlier that the director of
the Israeli Cultural Centre
in St Petersburg was
beaten unconscious on
Monday by several attack-
ers as he walked home
from work, citing a source
in the Israeli Embassy. “I

can confirm an Israeli dip-
lomatin St Petersburg was
unfortunately the target of
what appeared to be an act
of crime,” said a spokes-
man for the Israeli For-
eign Ministry in Jerusa-
lem.

“His wallet was sto-
len and he was slightly
injured and received medi-
caltreatment. The incident
is behind us. The Russian
authorities have been in-
formed.”

Attacks on foreigners

are common in Russia. A

Peruvian student was
beaten to death earlier this
month in central Russia
while in Moscow two
Polish Embassy employ-
ees and a Polish journalist
were beaten up in August.
British Ambassador
Anthony Brenton was
robbed on St Petersburg’s
main street last June.
The Israeli Embassy
inMoscow and the consu-
late in St Petersburg did
not answer calls while lo-
cal police declined to com-
ment. — MNA/Reuters

A potter makes earthen Iamps in Agartala, India, on 18 October, 2005.
Diwali, the Hindu festival of lights, will be celebrated across the country
on 1 November, 2005 INTERNET

bombings, said on Tuesday.

Residents on the resort island,
incensed at the latest suicide bombings
on 1 October that killed 20 people,
have staged nearly daily protests in the
past week demanding the three be ex-
ecuted immediately before their appeals
have run out.

i
ELEWED

| |

Japanese people walk in front of a 7-Eleven convenience store in Tokyo
October, 2005— INTERNET

Last week, hundreds of protest-
ers stormed a jail where many of those
convicted over the 2002 attacks are
serving time.

But Bali police chief Made
Mangku Pastika said protesters should
think twice about the possible conse-
quences of putting Imam Samudra,
Amrozi and Ali Gufron, alias Mukhlas,
in front of the firing squad too soon.

“I understand the demands of the
Balinese to have a speedy execution of
Amrozi and his friends. But have they
thought about the repercussions?”
Pastika, himself a Balinese, told report-
ers in the island’s capital Denpasar.

“Terrorism could increase. This
is what we need to consider and are we
ready to face it?” said Pastika, who led
the 2002 bombing probe and was later
DidQlled as Bali’s top policeman.

The three have been on death row

DenpasAr (Indonesia), 19 Oct — Speeding up the execution of three
Indonesian militants on death row for the 2002 Bali blasts could provoke
a backlash and trigger more attacks, the police officer who probed the

for around two years after courts con-
victed them of playing leading roles
in the nightclub bombings that killed
202 people, most of them tourists.

Some political analysts have
said their execution could make them
martyrs in the eyes of Indonesia’s
militant fringe and a tool for recruit-
ment.

Citing security concerns, au-
thorities moved the three militants
from their Bali jail just a day before
it was attacked by protesters last
week. They are now on a prison is-
land off Java. Their appeals have
almost been exhausted.

Asked about a lack of success
in cracking the 1 October blasts,
Pastika said there had been little
public input in identifying three sui-
cide bombers whose sketches have
been distributed across the world’s
most populous Muslim nation.

Pastika said the men who
strolled into three restaurants wear-
ing backpacks laden with explosives
were believed to be Indonesian. Po-
lice have not identified them.

MNA/Reuters
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Greenspan says oil prices
to hurt, but not like 1970s

Tokyo, 18 Oct— Skyrocketing energy prices will weigh on global growth
but will likely exact a much smaller toll than surging oil prices did in the 1970s
US Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan said on Tuesday.

Despite an inevitable near-term
impact on growth, oil prices remain
below their inflation-adjusted peak of
1981 and the world’s economy has
grown more energy-efficient in recent
decades, Greenspan said in a speech to
Japanese business leaders.

“Although the global economic
expansion appears to have been on a
reasonably firm path through the sum-
mer months, the recent surge in energy
prices will undoubtedly be a drag from
now on,” he said.

“The effect of the current surge in
oil prices, though noticeable, is likely to
prove significantly less consequential
to economic growth and inflation than
the surge in the 1970s.”

Greenspan, making his first visit to
Tokyo in five years and probably the
last before his term is due to end in
January, did not address the outlook for
US monetary policy and did not take
any questions.

His relatively optimistic long-term
outlook supported the US Treasuries
market, sending the yield on the bench-

mark 10-year Treasury note down by
two basis points to around 4.48 per cent
in early Asian trade.

The dollar was little moved, hover-
ing near two-year highs around 115.30
yen set earlier in the day.

Greenspan’s remarks, the text of
which had been made available to the
media in advance, were accidentally re-
leased ahead of time by a news organiza-
tion, surprising the market.

US crude oil prices hit arecord high
of 70.85 US dollars a barrel in the imme-
diate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina,
which slammed into the US Gulf Coast
on 29 August, shuttering much of the
region’s oil-producing and refining ca-
pacity. Prices have eased since, settling
at 64.36 US dollars a barrel on Monday.

However, Greenspan noted oil fu-
tures for distant months had moved up
close to current spot prices, and he sug-
gested that the market did not expect oil
production outside of OPEC countries to
be adequate to meet rising world de-
mand.

MNA/Reuters

Nations bolster sea treaty
to prevent attacks

L onpbon, 18 Oct— A new treaty makes it illegal for ships to carry weapons
of mass destruction and allows states to search in international waters vessels
suspected of being used as floating bombs, the UN’s maritime body said on

Monday.

The law also makes it
an offence for merchant
ships to be used to trans-
port equipment and indi-
viduals involved in carry-
ing out terrorist acts and
provides a legal basis for
the arrest and extradition
of suspects.

The UN International
Maritime Organization
(IMO) said the treaty,
adopted by 126 countries
representing 82 per cent of
the world’s fleet, was
thrashed out at a confer-
ence in London last week
and needs to be ratified.

In a statement on
Monday, IMO Secretary-
General  Efthimious
Mitropoulos urged govern-
ments to ratify the treaty
quickly to send “a strong
message that the maritime
community is eager and
willing to protect the in-

dustry against acts of ter-
rorism.”

Delay  would
strengthen the hand of
those trying to exploit
loopholesinexisting laws,
he said. Mitropoulos said
the industry had to be fully
armed to counteract the
“gravestmenaceithasever
faced”.

Since the attacks on
the United States in Sep-
tember2001, governments
have become increasingly
concerned that the legal
framework surrounding
international shipping
made maritime traffic vul-
nerable touse by militants.

In particular, they
were worried that coun-
tries were unable to order
a ship flying another na-
tion’s flag to stop and be
searched in international
waters withoutrunning the

risk of a major diplomatic
incident.

Ships trading far from
a country’s territorial wa-
ters, in the deep ocean, are
classed as sovereign enti-
ties. Nations have much
more power to search a
suspect vessel within their
own territorial waters ex-
tending to 12 nautical miles
fromshore. The new treaty
allows signatory nations to
stop and search a ship sus-
pected, for example, of
being used as a floating
bomb on the high seas, if
they have the approval of
the flag state.

“What’s important
here is that it is not carte
blanche... governments
still need the full coopera-
tion of the flag state and
they could still be turned
down,” an IMO spokes-
man said.—MNA/Reutes

Born in death zone,
Pakistani baby
delivered during quake

ManseHrA (Pakistan), 18 Oct— Delivering a|
baby at the moment Pakistan’s earthquake struck
killing at least 40,000 people, Dr Nargis Jehal
remembers the mother’'s screams and her owp
faintness as the ground tremored and chunks of

concrete fell.

The boy, who has not
yetbeen named, came into
the world on October 8th
for a birthday that will be
mourned across Paki-
stan’s North West Fron-
tier Province and Kash-
mir for years to come.

“It was the will of
God that this baby should
be born at the exact mo-
mentsomany people were
being killed by the earth-
quake,” said Jehan, recall-
ing how she had to over-

come her own fears as she
delivered the child in the
open courtyard after flee-
ing the hospital building.
Hospital records in
Mansehraare rudimentary
atthe best of times, but the
ones from that morning
are virtually non-existent,
and Jehan’s notes only that
the mother came from
Balakot, the worst-hit
town in North West Fron-
tier Province.
MNA/Reuters

14 killed in combat

in Colombia’s violence

Bocota, 18 Oct— Seven Colombian soldie

and seven rebels were killed in combat near th

Panama border, the Army said on Sunday, part o
a pre-election wave of violence that last week piit months as Zimbabwe struggles with hunger and a

the military on high alert.

More than 60 hours of
combat in northwest Co-
lombia, during which
Marxist guerillas tried to
capture about 200 soldiers,
ended on Sunday when the
insurgents were chased
away by helicopter gun-
ships. “Unfortunately, we
lost men but we did a lot of
damage to the bandits and,
most importantly, we were
able to protect the civilian
population,” Armed Forces
commander Carlos Alberto
Ospina told reporters.

The Army wentonalert
on Wednesday againstrebel

attacks after soldiers seized
155 pounds (70 kilos) of
explosives near the capital,
Bogota, a day after mortars
were found pointed at the
Presidential Palace and two
days after akey Senate ally
of President Alvaro Uribe
survived a car bomb.

The spike in violence
comes days before the Con-
stitutional Courtis expected
to decide whether to allow
Uribe, popular among most
Colombians butdetested by
the rebels, to run in next
May’s presidential elec-
tion..— MNA/Reuters

Gangs raid, rob potato
farms in Zimbabwe

5 HArARE, 18 Oct— Gangs of township thieves,
e armed with spears, clubs and axes, have been
robbing two farms near Harare of potatoes for

crumbling economy.

The thieves, moving in bands of between 60 and
80 people, have conducted night raids of the farms
over the last three months, dividing themselves into
groups to attack security guards and their dogs and to
dig up the potatoes, Zimbabwe’s state-controlled
Herald newspaper reported on Monday.

The daily quoted a police spokesman as saying the
latest raid took place on Saturday. Farm guards were
injured and five dogs killed during the robberies by
gangs armed with spears, knives, metal rods, axes and
knobkerries. Police were not immediately available
for comment. But the Herald said police have
deployed plainclothes officers into the farms, which
in one raid lost 1,000 bags of potatoes and have
suffered losses estimated at 3,800 US dollars.

Police had urged people not to disturb Zimbabwe’s
key farming sector, whose recovery is crucial to tackling

a severe economic crisis—MNA/Reuters
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Acclaimed Chinese novelist Ba Jin
dies at age 100

BeuinG, 18 Oct— One of China’s most acclaimed novelists, died in Shanghai on Monday. He

100.

Ba Jin, the sole survi-
vor of the first generation
of writers to use the ver-
nacular rather than for-
mal Chinese, died in hos-
pital after a career which
span more than 70 years.

Symbolizing the tor-
tuous quest for identity of
Chinese intellectuals in
the 20th century, Ba Jin’s
works were translated into
more than 30 foreign lan-
guages.

“We have lost one of
the most sensitive hearts
of our time and one of the
most important and
widely read Chinese writ-
ers of the 20th century,”
the China Daily quoted
Chen Sihe, dean of Chi-
nese literature at Shang-
hai’s Fudan University, as
saying.

Ba Jin was the pen
name of Li Feigan, who
was born into a family of
well-to-do officials in the
southwestern city of
Chengdu in 1904.

The name Ba Jin was
made up of the Chinese
rendition of the first and
last syllables of the Rus-

sian anarchists, Bakunin
and Kropotkin, reflecting
the impressionable young
man’s fascination with the
themes of universal love
and revolution.

In 1923, he moved to
Shanghai and plunged into
the iconoclastic cultural
movement following the
“May Fourth Incident”, a
mass protest against the
Treaty of Versailles mark-

ing the end of the World
War I which Chinese re-
garded as unfair.

He lived in Paris from
1927-28, but distanced
himself from leftist Chi-
nese students and re-
mained apolitical.

A prolific writer, Ba
Jinhad adozen novels and
four collections of short
stories to his credit by
1937.

His autobiographic
trilogy —Family in1937,
Springin 1938 and Au-
tumn in1940 — became
classics for their moving
descriptions of the tribu-
lations of young members
of a large family who
struggled to break away
from their elders, only to
court stubborn opposition
and tragic outcomes.

MNA/Reuters

Sugababes make it three weeks atop
British pop charts

Lonpon, 18 Oct— All-girl trio the Sugababes made it three weeks a

number one in the British pop charts, keeping Robbie Williams at bay for the|

Toyota Motor Corp's one-seater 'mobility machines'
called the 'i-swing' are demonstrated during a Press
preview for the Tokyo Motor Show in Chiba, east of

Tokyo, on 19 October , 200BiTERNET

second week in succession, the official UK Charts Company said on Sundg

In a week of little
change, the threesome’s
“Push The Button” re-
mained on top with
Williams in second with
“Tripping”, taken from
his first album in two
years.

Rhymes, was also un-
changed in third.

Irish rock group U2
were the highest new en-
try in fourth with “All
Because Of You”,

the fourth single from
the band’s “How To Dis-

the debut single from
Friday Hill, made up
of three members of the
British boy band
Blazin Squad, was an-
other new entry in
fifth.

Jamaican DJ Sean

The Pussycat Dolls’ | mantle An AtomicBomb” | Paul dropped down to
“Don’t Cha”, featuring | album. sixth with “We be
New York rapper Busta “Baby Goodbye” ' Burnin’”, while Chicago

Dutch
arrest 45
Hell’'s
Angels
members

AMSTERDAM, 18 Oct—
Dutch police searched
dozens of homes and ar-
rested 45 members of the
Hell’s Angels biker group
on suspicion of violence,
intimidation, extortion
and trade in weapons and
drugs, police said on Mon-
day.

Tom Driessen, head
of a national police unit
investigating organized
crime, told a news con-
ference that police had
found a grenade launcher,
aflame thrower, two hand
grenades and a number of
guns in overnight raids
that involved 1,000 of-
ficers.

Prosecutor Bart
Nieuwenhuizen said six
Hell’s Angels clubhouses
and 64 private homes had
been searched, as well as
two locations in Bel-
gium.— MNA/Reuters

One dead after express train

hits tractor

Lonpon, 19 Oct, 2005 — Anexpress train ploughed
into a tractor on a rural crossing in eastern England on
Wednesday morning, killing one person, British Trans-
port Police said.

The London King’s Cross express to King’s Lynn
in Norfolk collided with the tractor on a level crossing
between Littleport and Downham market shortly after
midday, a BTP spokeswoman said.

“The driver was shaken, but unhurt. The one
fatality is believed to be the tractor driver,” she said.

The train was not derailed and one rail passenger
suffered minor injuries.

There were no details as to what may have caused
the accident or whether the crossing was unmanned, as
is often the case in rural locations.

MNA/Reuters

hip-hop producer Kayne
West was down a place at
seventh with “Gold Dig-
ger”.

Canadian singer-
songwriter Daniel
Powter’s “Bad Day”
showed no sign of losing
its popularity in its 12th
week in the charts by mov-
ing up two places toeighth
ahead of TV talent show
band Liberty X’s “Song 4
Lovers”.

American pop diva
Mariah Carey made up
the top ten with “Get
Your Number/Shake it

Watch which Monroe
said to have given
JFK fetches $120,000

Boston, 18 Oct — A gold Rolex watch believed
given by Marilyn Monroe to the late president John
Kennedy, inscribed “Jack with love as always
Marilyn 29th May 1962”, has been sold for 120,000
US dollars, the -auction house said on Monday.

The watch was sold
with a poem entitled “A
heartfelt plea on your
birthday”, typed in black
on a paper disk placed at
the bottom of the gold
case containing the
watch. The two are ru-
moured to have had an
affair about that time.

Bill Panagopulos,
founder of Connecticut-
based auctioneer Alexan-
der Autographs, said on
Monday an Americancol-
lector outbid a European
for the watch and case.

The gift was dated
about the same time as

Monroe’s seductive cooing
of “Happy Birthday, Mr.
President” to Kennedy at
his 1962 Madison Square
Garden party in New York.
Abeaded dress she wore at
that occasion sold for
1,267,500 US dollars in
1999. Panagopulos said the
watch was kept secret for
decades. He said documen-
tation showed it was handed
down through the family of
Kennedy’s late presidential
aide, Kenneth O’Donnell,
and the the former president
appeared uncomfortable
with the gift.
MNA/Reuters

off”.
MNA/Reuters|

B

‘Pakistan and India wrestled with the details of a historic opening of th
Kashmir frontier as a series of aftershocks traumatized survivors 11 days|
a devastating quake-INTERNET

US actor Charles
Rocket commits suicide

BostoN, 18 Oct — Actor Charles Rocket, whose

unscripted profanity on “Saturday Night Live” in 1981
cost him his network television job, has committed
suicide by cutting his throat, police said on Monday.
Rocket, 56, was found dead behind his Connecticut
residence on October 7 with his throat slashed, said
Connecticut State Police Sergeant J Paul Vance.

“There was no criminal aspect to this case. The
post-mortem showed he had committed suicide by
cutting his throat with a knife,” Vance said.

Rocket, whose real name was Charles Claverie,
was a cast member of NBC’s late-night comedy show,
“Saturday Night Live,” during the 1980-81 season.

He lost his job after he appeared in a parody of the
US television show “Dallas” and its famous “Who
Shot J.R.?” episode. After Rocket’s character was
|.shot, he uttered the obscenity while saying he would
}Fgrto know who did it. Viewers complained and NBC

o'

1ssued an apology. MNA/Reuters
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Bayern take command with 2-1
win over Juventus

MunicH, 19 Oct— Bayern Munich survived a late scare to beat Juventus
2-1 and take a stranglehold in Champions League Group A on Tuesday with
maximum points from three games.

Henry steers Arsenal to victory

Pracue, 19 Oct— Arsenal captain
from injury by scoring both goals in a 2-0 Champions League victory ove,
Sparta Prague and setting a club record on Tuesday.

Henry, out for nearly six weeks with
agroininjury, fired home inthe 21stand
74th minutes to give Arsenal nine points
from three games and make them almost
certain toreach the knockout stage from
Group B.

Arsenal have a commanding lead
over Ajax Amsterdam, who have four
points after a 2-0 win over Swiss side
Thun, who stay on three. Sparta are
bottom of the group with one point.

The brace also made Henry the top
scorer in Arsenal's history with 186
goals, one more than the previous record
set by Ian Wright in the 1990s.

The France striker, who was due to
be given only half an hour by manager

Thierry Henry celebrated his return

Arsene Wenger, was thrown on after 15
minutes following arib injury for Span-
ish forward Jose Antonio Reyes.

Henry, whose team have struggled in
the Premier League during his absence,
told British television: "I don't know
what to say. It was animportant game for
us...and we showed character.

Despite his long absence, Henry im-
mediately hitstride, firing a volley in the
18th minute that just missed the target.

Three minutes later Henry was more
precise, collecting a long ball from Kolo
Toure with the side of his foot before
spinning round to curl a shot just inside
the post. With Miroslav Slepicka as their
lone attacker, Sparta found their chances
few and far between as the Arsenal de-
fence easily handled the lack of pace
from the Czech wingers.

Zdenek Pospech twice missed
chances from close in after receiving
deep left side crosses as the Czech cham-
pions failed once again to score in Eu-
rope after losing 1-0 to Thun.

MNA/Reuterg

Bayern, attacking fero-
ciously in the first half,
moved ahead in the 32nd
minute when Sebastian
Deisler's shotstruck keeper
Christian Abbiati's thigh
and flew in.

Seven minutes later,
Martin Demichelis headed
in a Deisler corner for a
deserved second goal.

Bastian Schweinsteiger
gave away a needless cor-
nerin the final minute and
Juve striker Zlatan
Ibrahimovic took advan-
tage to blast in a flick-on
from Emerson. Oliver
Kahn then had to punch
away a Pavel Nedved free
kick to safeguard victory.

Juventus had won their
opening seven matches in
Serie A and both their
Champions League fix-
tures but never looked like
extending that record
against a Bayern side

willed on by a 66,000 full
house at their new World
Cup Stadium.

Despite the defeat, Juve
remain well placed to
qualify for the knockout
phase with six points, three
points behind Bayern but
three ahead of Club Bruges
who won 1-0 at Rapid Vi-
enna. Bayern, beaten home
and away by Juventus in
last season's group stage,
had promised a more at-
tacking approach this time
and they buzzed with men-
ace throughout the first
half, pinning the Italian
side back for long periods.

Michael Ballack had a
free kick pushed away
by Abbiati in the ninth
minute after forcing a foul
by Lilian Thuram on the
edge of the area.

Fifteen minutes later
Thuram earned a yellow
card for giving away

another free kick in almost
the same place and this
time the keeper stopped a
low driveby Bayern striker
Roy Makaay before sav-
ing from Demichelis on the
follow-up. Bayern took
advantage of a stroke of
luck to take the lead.

The ball struck referee
Kyros Vassaras as
Juventus played their way
out of defence and a grate-
ful Willy Sagnol played in
Deisler on the right.

The Germany winger
beat Gianluca Zambrotta
on his way into the area
before firing in a shot that
seemed to take Abbiati
completely by surprise.

The entire Juventus
defence were caught out
seven minutes later when
Demichelis outjumped the
lot of them and nodded
Deisler's corner down and
in. Juventus switched to a

J &
Gong Wei from Guangxi's celebrate
after he won the men's 100-metre
event during the 10th Chinese
National Games in Nanjing, China, d
18 Oct, 2005. Gong clocked 10.24]
seconds for the title-INTERNET

Late Di Natale strike for Udinese foils Werder

Upine (Italy), 19 Oct— Substitute Antonio Di Natale grabbed an 86th-minute equalise
to earn Udinese a 1-1 draw with Werder Bremen in Champions League Group C q

Tuesday.

Werder, who went into the game without a
point from their opening two matches, looked
set for victory after an own goal by Udinese's

Brazilian defender Felipe.

But Di Natale's late strike left Werder bottom

of the group with one point.

Udinese are joint second with Panathinaikos
on four points, three adrift of leaders Barcelona.
Di Natale's strike came at the end of a late
gally from Udinese, who appeared content to
contain the Germans until they fell behind.

Werder were tidier in midfield although

r¢reated little in attack, not even managing a shot
on target before the own goal put them ahead.
Chances were rare with Werder enjoying

they

plenty of possession but Udinese threatening on
occasions with their more direct style.

It took until the 37th minute for a real oppor-
tunity tobe created when Udinese's Sulley Muntari
combined well with David Di Michele, who fired
wide. Udinese then carved their best opening,
Chris Obodo sending Vincenzo laquinta clear
down the right. But the forward, who scored a
hat-trick in the win over Panathinaikos, shot
beyond the far post.

Werder's main creative force was Frenchman
JohanMicoud and he provided the German side's
only credible effort of the first half with a 20-
metre drive which flashed wide of Morgan De
Sanctis's right-hand post—MNA/Reuters

three-man forward line in
the second half, with
Alessandro Del Pierocom-
ing on to make his 100th
appearance in European
club competition, and the
Italians caused Bayern
more problems as a result.

David Trezeguet found
the side-netting with a
fierce shot from an acute
angle and Kahn punched a
Del Piero effort clear.

But Bayern continued
to threaten throughout the
second half, with Makaay
shooting across goal and
narrowly wide and later
forcing a brilliant point-
blank save from Abbiati.

MNA/Reuters

>

Balaban strike earns

Scholes sent off as Man United held by Lille

MancHesTER (England), 19 Oct— Manchester United, reduced to 10 men following the sending-
of Paul Scholes, were held to a frustrating 0-0 draw by Lille in Champions League Group D on Tuesd

The English side dominated
possession but lacked the creativ-
ity to break down a well organized
defence and Lille looked the more
likely winners after Scholes's 63rd-
minute dismissal.

The former England midfielder
was sent off for two late tackles and
United, without suspended striker
Wayne Rooney, ran out of ideas as
they tired in the closing stages.

United remained top of the group
with five points from three games,
a point ahead of Benfica, two clear
of Villarreal and three better than
French side Lille.

Ferguson's team enjoyed the
better of the first half but failed to
create many clearcut chances.
Scholes had a fierce volley well
saved by goalkeeper Tony Sylva
and winger Ryan Giggs, making
his 100th European appearance for

United, curled a free kick narrowly
wide.

Lille offered little in attack but
nearly opened the scoring against
the run of play before halftime when
midfielder Milenko Acimovic sent
a 30-metre free kick over the
crossbar and the Slovenian then
went close with an opportunistlong
shot.

The start of the second half was
disrupted by a number of bookings
as the sides resorted to niggly fouls
before Lille substitute Geoffrey
Dernis sent an ambitious 25-metre
shot narrowly over.

Scholes was then deservedly
shown the red card by Italian refe-
ree Stefano Farina.

United responded positively
when Cristiano Ronaldo's deflected
shot from a tight angle was clawed
away by Sylva.

Lille looked happy with a point
but continued to press forward and
United, lacking the inspiration of
their injured captain Roy Keane as
well as Rooney's attacking skills,
replaced Giggs with Park Ji-sung.

The Korean injected energy with
his pacy dribbling although, for
once, striker Ruud van Nistelrooy
failed to come up with a late goal as
hedidinthe 2-1 victory over Benfica
three weeks ago.

Lille coach Claude Puel was sat-
isfied with a draw but said his side
could have taken all three.

Ferguson suffered a further blow
when it was confirmed that Giggs
suffered a fractured cheek bone to
add to United's mounting injury
list, ruling the Welshman out of the
return game against Lille in two
weeks.

MNA/Reuterd
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Club Bruges 1-0 win

VIENNA, 19 Oct— Club Bruges earned their first
Champions League victory of the season on Tuesday,
beating Rapid Vienna away 1-0 thanks to a messy
Bosko Balaban goal in a match often dominated by the
Viennese.

Both teams were at the bottom of Group A on no
points before the match and have so far been unable to
trouble European giants Juventus and Bayern Munich.

The first half began as an evenly matched affair but
Rapid took control as it progressed.
They missed a series of chances and then progres-
sively lost their grip on the game in the second half.

Balaban broke the deadlock in the 75th minute with
abadly miscued volley that slid beneath Rapid keeper
Helge Payer.

Slovak midfielder Peter Hlinka thought he had
scored for Rapid shortly before halftime. His header
was blocked by Bruges keeper Tomislav Butina's
chest as he fell back over the line.

Television replays were inconclusive but Rapid
said it was clearly a goal.

Rapid's Czech striker Marek Kincl also hit the
crossbar early in the second half. — MNA/Reuters

<



Indonesia plans third nationwide polio drive

JAaKARTA, 19 Oct — Indonesia will hold a third nationwide polio immunization drive in
November to try to stamp out the crippling disease, Health Minister Siti Fadillah Supari said on Tuesda

Supari said 12 million
US dollars would be
needed for the 27 Novem-
ber campaign. Until now,
the government had said
only that it would con-
sider holding another mass
vaccination after two pre-
vious nationwide drivesin
recent months, but inter-
national health agencies
had pushed for more.

There have been 264
polio cases in Indonesia
since May, when the dis-
ease re-emerged after be-

ing eradicated from the
world’s fourth most popu-
lous country adecade ago.

In the two earlier
rounds, Indonesiareached
97.4 per cent of its tar-
geted 24 million children
across the sprawling ar-
chipelago, Supari said.

However, two more
provinces, AcehandRiau,
both on Sumatra Island,
have been affected by the
disease, she told a news
conference.

“The polio virus that

hit Indonesia has been
proven to have a high rate
of attack,” Supari said.

David Hipgrave, chief
for health and nutrition at
the United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (UNICEF) in
Indonesia, said the emer-
gence of new cases meant
the third round was im-
portant.

“Overall, we have had
good success in the two
rounds, but still there are
some new cases of polio
being diagnosed, and new

THE NEW LIGHT OF

provinces have been af-
fected,” said Hipgrave.

Bardan Jung Rana,
polio group leader for the
World Health Organiza-
tion in Jakarta, said Indo-
nesia was on theright track
to stamp out the water-
borne disease that can
cause irreversible paraly-
sis within hours.

The global battle
against polio has faced
setbacks in the past two
years since Nigeria’s
northern state of Kano

banned immunization out
of fear it could cause ste-
rility or spread HIV/
AIDS. Vaccinations re-
sumed after a 10-month
ban.

MNA/Reuters
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Thursday, 20 October
Tune in today:

Wednesday, 19 October2005

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or
thundershowers have been widespread in Taninthayi
Division, scattered in Chin and Kayah States and
upper Sagaing Division, isolated in Kachin, Shan
and Rakhine States, Bago, lower Sagaing, Manda-

8.30 am Brief news lay, Magway and Yangon Divisions with isolated
_- 8.35 am Music: heavyfall in Bago Division and weather has been
-Happyjusttobe || partly cloudy in the remaining areas. The notewor-
with you thy amounts of rainfall recorded were Shwegyin
A young Thai boy practises riding on a water buffalo before the start of raqq$4P am Perspectives (3.27) inches, An (1.38) inches, Hakha and Falam
Chonburi's annual buffalo races festival, nearly 75 kilometres (47miles) sofh?®am Music: (1.14) inches each, Kyaukse (0.79) inch, Magway
east of Bangkok on 17 October , 2005NTERNET 650 am QZ;‘(')E;Y;‘&Z , || (0:55) inch and Mogok (0.52) inch.
) Maximum temperature on 18-10-2005 was
( 7:55 am 5:45 pm ) 9:00 am ;}iffcn 93:F. Minin}um temperature on 19-10-2005 was
6. Dance of national 8. Musical programme Billi-Balla 67°F. Relative humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on
races 5:55 pm 9:05am International 19-10-2005 was 79%. Total sunshine ~hours on
8:00 am e news 18-10-2005 was (6.2) hour.s approx. Rainfalls on
M"ﬂ[umr 7. meniy 9. “s&:(mpSed:dl 9:10 am Music: 19-10-2005 were nil at Mmgal:adon, Kaba—Aye
i 810 a‘rln § (0835811 p8ogon #E8:3¢) -Lovemetomor- || and central Yang(.)n. Total ra.mfalls since 1-1-
-y » (8cSomr—ofiz:) row 2005 were (97.40) inches at Mingaladon, (97.44)
8. Dance variety 6:05 pm 1:30 pm News/ Slogan inches at Kaba-Aye and (100.83) inches at cen-
Thursday, 20 October | 8:20 am 1(') P ] 1:40pm Lunch  timel| tral Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon
View on today 9. ogfaqpé:aqeapiond 6 if“’"’" Bfenocm music (Kaba-Aye) was (4) mph from North at (11:45)
8:30 am o pm -I'm gonna bel| 5urs MST on 18-10-2005.
) 10. International news 11. Musical programme around Bay inference: According to the observations
7:00 am 845 am 6:30 pm -My love is your . J .
1. coppgeq oSiog: soepeod : : i love at (06:30) hours MST today, a low pressure area has
11.Let’s Go 12. Evening news formed over the Southwest Bay and adjoining West
:YE‘P:@:I gééam&x‘)mam 3 -One & one . Y N .J . 2
o, sofjocrbasmnt 4:00 pm 7:00 pm _Hooked on al| Central Bay. Weather is generally fair in the East
PR 1. Martial song 13. Weather report feeling Central Bay and partly cloudy to cloudy elsewhere
QIl; mofeeewmaqgqq! 215 pm 7:05 pm 9.00 pm Aspects of]| in the Bay of Bengal.
:::’;::I‘Aet:;gq::;; 2. Song to uphold 14. §8¢RniencScodicy 010 I\A/Iy.a[;ma_r Forecgst valid until evenipg 0f20—10-20-05:
sgoogarlion soepecsS National Spirit “gBoosdl” (w8&:-q) 9-20 pm PmC? Wez?ther will be par.tly cloudy in lower Sagalng
R 4:30 pm 7:35 pm 20p ourrt Pmsl_on, scattered r.am or thundershowers are likely
ngy ddganpolsad . 15. aff: 5, -Malaysia aims|| i Chin and Rakhine States, upper Sagaing and
o§oSonepraan’ 3. English for Everyday - e chiaep to reach for thel | 1pinthayi Divisions and isolated in the remaining
7:15 am Use 8:00 pm stars in (2) years || 056 Degree of certainty is (60%).
2. B8gmeq egongpadldom | 4:45 pm 16. News . 9.30pm Sﬁ:;;:ge ;i?fz State of the seaSeas will be slight in Myanmar
wgoumogdorn mgeddye | 4 Musical programme 17. International news o y waters.
Bom (covsoepeoss) e | 5:00 pm 18. Weather report Love (Kenny Outlook for subsequent two daysiikelihood
Erreotymdeon pgloongf | 5. weowoogadcSopmey | 19 Joogesdl eonquoux(ols Loggins) of isolated rain or thundershowers in the Southern
clgeosd 98EEas[z: esien (2 @) Bheodier _Sealed with a|| Myanmar areas.
7:25 am acBusgd(goasacy (@) wiemg =sfi o kiss  (Bobby Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
3. To be healthy exercise (goosa) maq @odfidg Vinton) for 20-10-2005:Likelihood of isolated rain or thun-
7:30 am 5:15 pm 20. §EefmoacScodioy -Always &} dershowers. Degree of certainty is 60%.
4. Morning news 6. Cute little dancers “ogmoy” (w§E:- o) i?fe(:er (VL“‘hef Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
7:40 am 5:30 pm 21. The next day’s 9.45pm N:a:/‘;jz) " area for 20-10-2005: Possibility of isolated rain
5. Nice and sweet song 7. achEs programme 1'0. 00 pmPEL s or thundershowers. Degree of certainty is 40%.
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Commander inspects preventive measures agains
dengue hemorrhagic fever in Shwepyitha Townshi

YANGON, 19 Oct — Chairman of Yangon Di-
vision Peace and Development Council Commander
of Yangon Command Lt-Gen Myint Swe, Minister
for Health Dr Kyaw Myint, Union Solidarity and
Development Association (Yangon Division In-
charge) Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin, Deputy
Minister for Health Dr Mya Oo and USDA CEC
member Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa and officials
inspected tasks being carried out by employees of
YCDC and Ministry of Health for prevention against
dengue hemorrhagic fever in Shwepyitha Township
this morning.

They met with the joint secretary of YCDC,
officials, local authorities and social organization
members at the Office of the Executive Officer of
Shwepyitha Township on Bayintnaung Road in Ward
6. Departmental officials reported on activities of
prevention against dengue hemorrhagic fever and
organizational tasks.

Chairman of Yangon North District Peace and
Development Council Lt-Col Myat Min briefed them
on prevention, treatment and control tasks for den-

'-
w

Commander Lt-Gen Myint Swe, Minister for Health Dr Kyaw Myint and Mayor Brig-Gen Alfng Thein Lin
inspect public activities for prevention against DiHFShwepyitha Township.~a

gue hemorrhagic fever in Yangon North District and
Shwepyitha Township. The commander and party
gave necessary instructions to them.

Next, Commander Lt-Gen Myint Swe and
party viewed sanitation tasks and activities for pre-
vention against dengue hemorrhagic fever being

USDA, MWAF, MCWA and social organizations at
the drains along Thazi, NyaungU and Yebyu Roads
in Ward 10 of Shwepyitha Township.

The commander and party visited the talks

on prevention against dengue hemorrhagic fever
to the local people, jointly organized by the Min-
istry of Health and YCDC, at the Dhammayon in
Ward 10. — MNA

carried out by departmental personnel, members of

Performing Arts Competitions continue for sixth day
at designated places on grand scale

Ma Pan Pan Shwe Soe of Mandalay Division taking part in basic educ

level (aged 5-10) girls’ violin contest mna

YANGON, 190ct— | scale today.

The 13th Myanmar Tra-
ditional Cultural Per-
forming Arts Competi-
tions continued at the des-
ignated places on a grand

Present on the oc-
casions were member of
the panel of patrons for
organizing the competi-
tions Minister for Culture

INSIDE

Seventeen national race armed groups,

rose against successive previous governmen
several decades, returned to the legal fold,
of whom have unconditionally handed over t
arms and are participating in the develop
tasks. As a result, peace, stability and prog

areas.
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prevail in the entire nation including bordpr

Maj-Gen Kyi Aung, Min-
ister for Social Welfare,
Relief and Resettlement
and for Immigration and
Population Maj-Gen Sein
Htwa, Vice-Chairman of
the Leading Committee
for Organizing the Com-
etitions Deputy Minister
%Culture Brig-Gen Soe
in Maung, Chairman of

r.fhee Work Committee No

k Military Region Com-
ander Col Tint Hsan and
?ficials, maestros and
people, students and
teachers from Shangon
BEMS of Hmawby Town-

ship and tourists.

At the National
Theatre, the singing con-
test was supervised by
Assistant Director (Music)
Daw Tin Tin Mya of
Myanma Radio and Tel-
evision, Secretary Assist-
ant Engineer Daw May
Pyone Khaing and mem-
bers.

A total of 11 stu-
dents took part in the
higher education level
men’s Maha Gita contest
and 14 contestants in the
basic education level
(aged 10-15) girls’ Maha

afiotp contest. Tomorrow
morning, the basic educa-
tion level (aged 10-15)
girls’ classical/modern
song contest will be held
at the museum.

At the National
Theatre, 14 persons par-
ticipated in the higheredu-
cation level women’s
dancing contest, and 15
students in the basic edu-
cation level (aged 10-15)
boys’ dancing contest.
Chairman of the panel of
judges Wunna Kyaw Htin
U Sein Aung Min and
members supervised the
contest. The amateur level
marionette contest will be
held at the same venue

tomorrow.

Similarly, contest-
ants practised their works
in the song composing
contest at the basic educa-
tionlevel (aged 15-20) and
at the higher education
level at State school of
Fine Arts.

At Padonma Thea-
tre, eight persons took part

in the professional level
men’s solo orchestra con-
test, and 10 persons in the
basic education level
(aged 15-20) boys’ solo
orchestra contest. The
competitions of the con-
testants were supervised
by U Sein HlaMyaing and
party of the panel of
(See page 10)

Mi Than Than Aye of Kayin State participates in
higher education level women'’s dancing contest.

MNA



