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Established 1914

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectivesFour political objectives Four social objectives

— To vitalize patriotism and nationalism;
— To preserve and safeguard Myanmar cultural heritage;
— To perpetuate genuine Myanmar music, dance and

  traditional fine arts;
— To preserve Myanmar national character;
— To nurture spiritual development of the youths;
— To prevent influence of alien culture; and
— To strengthen national unity and Union Spirit.

Objectives of 13th Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts Competitions

Prime Minister to attend 2nd China-
ASEAN Expo, 2nd China-ASEAN
Business and Investment Summit
YANGON, 14 Oct— At the invitation of the Government of the

People’s Republic of China, General Soe Win, Prime Minister of the
Union of Myanmar, will be attending the 2nd China-ASEAN Expo and
the 2nd China-ASEAN Business and Investment Summit to be held in
Nanning, the capital of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China in the near future. —MNA

Yangon, 13 Oct—The following is a translation of the speech delivered
by Patron of the Leading Committee for Organizing13th Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts Competitions Secretary-1 of the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein.

State level officials, specially invited guests, diplomats, resident repre-

sentatives of UN agencies, judges and contestants, I wish you all health and

happiness and uplift and safeguard national prestige, while preserving our tra-

ditions and culture.

The Union of Myanmar has been standing tall with fine historical tradi-

tions as she has firmly set up a grand and high level cultural heritage full with

essence since the early period of history.

(See page 8)

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses opening ceremony of 13th Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts Competitions. —  MNA

Alien thoughts and culture are entering nation
in waves through the door of culture and

economy including the media and the Internet
Alien cultural domination can be warded off only with patriotism

Propagate nationalism through strength of literature
and fine arts to keep spirits of national people mature
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* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

People’s Desire
Friday, 14 October, 2005

PERSPECTIVES

Lend ourselves to the task
of industrializing the nation

Free treatment for eye
disorders

YANGON, 13 Oct — Australian eye special-

ists will give free medical treatment to eyes disor-

ders from 15 to 27 October at Popa Hill Jivitadhana

Hospital in Kyaukpadaung Township.

MNA

Oil lights to be offered to
Shweguni Pagoda in Monywa

U Nay Win accredited to
Denmark

YANGON, 14 Oct— The Chairman of the

State Peace and Development Council of the Union

of Myanmar has appointed U Nay Win, Ambassa-

dor Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Un-

ion of Myanmar to the United Kingdom of Great

Britain and Northern Ireland, concurrently as

Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of

the Union of Myanmar to the Kingdom of Den-

mark. — MNA

YANGON, 13 Oct — A ceremony to offer

900 oil lights to Shweguni Pagoda in Monywa

Township organized by the pagoda board of trus-

tees will be held on the night of 17 October.

Sayadaws will also deliver sermons at

the pagoda on the nights of 16, 18, 19, 20

October.

MNA

Coord meeting of Finance & Revenue Ministry continues

Understanding Networking
Fundamentals Course on 31 Oct

YANGON, 13 Oct — For those who have

passed matriculation exam or BEHS completion

certificate holders, the part time 9-week course on

Understanding Networking Fundamentals 5/2005

will open at the National Management College on

Monday, Wednesday and Friday starting from 31

October and the course 6/2005 on Saturday and

Sunday starting 5 November.

Those wishing to attend the course may ap-

ply for admission together with personal data like

the name of applicant, father’s name, citizenship

scrutiny card No, religion, roll No of passing ma-

triculation exam, copy of matriculation exam pass-

ing certificate or endorsement of respective school

heads on completion of BEHS, full address, en-

dorsement of ward peace and development coun-

cil and one license photo, addressing National

Management College on Merchant Street in

Botahtaung Township between 18 and 28 Octo-

ber.

The list of entrees will be announced at the

college and further detailes can be inquired at the

college through Tel: 01-292566, 01-515292 and

01-504566.—MNA

YANGON, 13 Oct — The second day of the

third work coordination meeting of the Ministry of

Finance and Revenue continued at the ministry this

mooring, attended by Minister for Finance and Rev-

enue Maj-Gen Hla Tun.

Also present on the occasion were Deputy

Minister for Finance and Revenue Col Hla Thein

Swe, Governor of the Central Bank of Myanmar U

Kyaw Kyaw Maung, directors-general, managing

directors, directors, general managers and officials

of  Internal Revenue Department and Myanmar Eco-

nomics Bank.

After hearing reports on the future plan and

progress of works, the minister gave necessary in-

structions.

Afterwards, the deputy minister gave a sup-

plementary report. Next, the meeting ended with

the concluding remarks by the minister.

MNA

On-job training course for
law officers opened

YANGON, 13 Oct — An opening ceremony of

the On-job Training Course (1/2005) for Law Offic-

ers (Grade-4) was held at the Attorney-General’s

Office this morning. At the ceremony, Attorney-

General U Aye Maung delivered an address and

presented awards to three outstanding trainees —

Daw Aye Nu Khaing who won best trainee award

and best training award, Daw Thet Thet Zaw se-

cured first award in study and Daw Aye Aye Khaing

bagged second award in study in Basic Civil Servant

(Junior) No 29 in Phaunggyi.

It was attended by Deputy Attorney-Generals

Dr Tun Shin, U Myint Naing and U Han Shein,

Director-General U Mya Nyein, directors, deputy

directors, course instructors and trainees. Altogether

thirty-six trainees are attending the 13-week course.

MNA

Minister for Finance and Revenue Maj-Gen Hla Tun addresses coordination meeting of Ministry of
Finance and Revenue.—˚F&R

Mr Fuji Hiromasa of Bangkok presents K 200,000
to the medical fund to Joint-Treasurer U Maung
Maung Gyi of Hninzigon Home for the Aged.—  H

It hardly need be emphasized that
industial development plays a pivotal role in
our endeavours to develop and modernize our
nation.  At a time when we are having to rely
on ourselves in building the nation, we are re-
quired to try to be able to produce import-
substistute machinery spare parts.

Today, Myanmar has been enjoying
rapid development in industry and technology.
Therefore, in accordance with the guidance of
the State, every effort will have to be made to
be able to produce not only spare parts but
also machines at home.

For industrial development, industrial
zones have been established across the nation
and foundry plants, press shops, forging shops,
forging machines and heat treatment shops are
developing steadily. Moreover, mould and die
workshops and CNC lathes are now in a posi-
tion to produce quality items.

And as a result of the development of
electrical and electronic engineering in the
nation, ways and means should be sought to
produce electrical and electronic accessories
needed by various ministries.

Innovations will have to be made with
the help of faculty members of universities,
including technological universities, national
entrepreneurs of industrial zones and by com-
bining experiences and skills of experts from
various ministries with the findings of research-
ers.

The Ministry of Industry-2 has been pro-
ducing spare parts for cement factories of the
Ministry of Industry-1 in Kyangin and
Kyaukse, fertilizer factories of the Ministry of
Energy in Sale and Kyawswa, rubber prod-
ucts for the Ministry of Electric Power and 29
private factories and workshops.

To spur increased production and wide
use of home-made machinery spare parts and
accessories, demonstrations are being staged
by various ministries, and industrial experts
and industrial entrepreneurs are taking part
in these demonstrations as of 1 October.

Therefore, we would like to call on all
those concerned to try to the best of their abili-
ties to unitedly lend themselves to the task of
industrializing the nation. Only then will a
modern and developed nation emerge.
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Police arrest nine in huge
British smuggling ring

 LONDON, 12 Oct—British police arrested nine people suspected of being
involved in one of Europe’s largest people smuggling rackets in a series of
dawn raids on Tuesday.

 Police said the arrests

followed a two-year in-

vestigation into the ring

which brought illegal im-

migrants, predominantly

from Turkey, into Lon-

don from mainland Eu-

rope.

 Police described six of

the people arrested as the

“leading members” of the

Turkish-Kurdish smug-

gling network.

 “This morning’s op-

eration represents the

most significant action

taken by the Metropoli-

tan police service against

a London-based human

smuggling network,” De-

tective Chief Superin-

tendent Bill Skelly said.

 The head of the Spe-

cialist Crime Directorate,

Assistant Commissioner

Tarique Ghaffur, de-

scribed the ring as a “huge

organized criminal net-

work”.

 “Our commitment is in

taking out such networks

and this operation is the

latest in our collaboration

with a growing number of

law enforcement agencies

in Europe to work robustly

to achieve this mission.”

 Police raided 12 ad-

dresses in London and one

in Lincolnshire, east Eng-

land, arresting seven men

and two women.

 A 10th person was de-

tained over immigration

offences.

 Police, who described

the smuggling system as

very sophisticated, said

the migrants using the

system have paid be-

tween 3,000 pounds to

5,000 pounds to come to

Britain.  London police

said they had worked

closely with police in

France, the Netherlands,

Denmark, Italy and Bel-

gium during the investi-

gation.— MNA/Reuters

Official Pakistan quake death toll now 25,000
ISLAMABAD , 13 Oct — The number of people who died in the earth-

quake that devastated northern Pakistan at the weekend stands at 25,000
and is expected to rise, the government said on Thursday.

 Vietnam eyes stronger ICT development

Information Minister Sheikh

Rashid Ahmed said 15 to 20 percent

of the area hit by Saturday’s 7.6 mag-

nitude quake, including the Neelam and

Jhelum Valleys in Pakistani Kashmir,

had yet to be reached to check casual-

ty figures.

“The Cabinet today was told that

25,000 people had been killed and this

figure could rise further,” Ahmed told

a news conference after a Cabinet

meeting.

Another 1,200 people have been

confirmed dead across the border in

Indian Kashmir.

Some local officials and politicians

in Pakistan say deaths could exceed

40,000 and local authorities and aid

groups were very concerned about the

areas not yet visited. Determining the

number killed in the quake was com-

plicated by the remoteness of the af-

fected villages and towns, and interna-

tional and local media have been full

of conflicting reports.

The earthquake was the most

powerful to hit the region in a century.

MNA/Reuters

Rocket hits Kabul
prior to Rice’s visit

 KABUL, 12 Oct—Few

hours before US Secre-

tary of State Condoleezza

Rice's arrival in Kabul, a

rocket hit the city left one

people injured early

Wednesday morning.

 The rocket hit Wazir

Akbar Khan District of the

city, where many foreign-

ers and agencies are lo-

cated, around 04:15 am

(local time), a witness told

Xinhua. One policeman

was badly injured during

the blast, whose blood was

spread at the site.

 The injured was taken

to the hospital while Af-

ghan police and the Inter-

national Security Assist-

ance Forces have blocked

the way to the scene.

 No body has claimed

the responsibility for the

attack so far.  Rice, who is

on her central Asian coun-

tries' tour, will talk with

Afghan President Hamid

Karzai on the bilateral is-

sues, regional issues in-

cluding war on terrorism,

US support to Afghani-

stan and situation in the

region. —MNA/Xinhua

 HANOI, 12 Oct—Vietnam's informa-

tion technology and communication

(ICT) is set to post annual growth of 20-

25 per cent by 2010, and over 20 per cent

in the following years, according to the

country's Ministry of Posts and

Telematics.

 Under a strategy on developing the

local ICT by 2010 with a vision to 2020

recently approved by the government,

the industry is to reach revenues of six-

seven billion US dollars in 2010 and

some 15 billion dollars in 2015. Stronger

application of ICT, including e-com-

merce and e-government, will be seen in

the coming years.

 The ICT is to reach every corner of

Vietnam by 2010 with high-quality and

low-cost services. By the year, every 100

residents will have 32-42 telephones,

over 10 personal computers, and 8-12

Internet subscribers, of whom, 30 per

cent will use broadband Internet ser-

vices.

 Vietnam's information technology

(IT) industry has also posted high growth

rates in recent years. Its IT market stood

at 685 million dollars in 2004, up 33 per

cent against 2003. Specifically, the hard-

ware market grew 32.9 per cent, and the

software and service market 33.3 per

cent, according to the Ho Chi Minh City

Computer Association.

 MNA/Xinhua

1,964 US soldiers
killed in Iraq

Singapore to maintain current
monetary policy

 SINGAPORE, 12 Oct—

Singapore said on Tues-

day that it will maintain

its current monetary

policy of allowing a

"modest and gradual" ap-

preciation of Singapore

dollar with inflation pro-

jected to rise in 2006 due

to higher oil prices.

 "MAS will maintain

its current policy of a

modest and gradual ap-

preciation of the NEER

policy band which has

been adopted since April

2004," the Monetary Au-

thority of Singapore

(MAS), the country's cen-

tral bank, said in a state-

ment.

 Singapore's mon-

etary policy involves

managing its national

currency which is traded

against a basket of cur-

rencies of its major trad-

ing partners, and the ac-

tual band, known as the

nominal effective ex-

change rate (NEER), is

undisclosed to prevent

speculation in the cur-

rency.

 In April this year, the

central bank maintained

the policy of a modest

and gradual appreciation

of the NEER policy bank

which has been adopted

since April last year.

This policy stance was

reiterated in July this

year, following the an-

nouncement of changes

to the exchange rate sys-

tems in China and Ma-

laysia.

 Singapore's inflation is

expected to increase to

0.5-1.5 per cent next year

from 0.0-0.5 per cent this

year, the MAS said.

 MNA/Xinhua

Chinese watch a giant TV screen, showing Chinese astronauts Fei Junlong
(L) and Nie Haisheng walking to the launch tower of the Jiuquan Satellite
Launch Centre in northwest China’s Gansu Province, at Beijing’s railway

station on 12 October , 2005.—INTERNET

Shiite women walk through a market for last minute shopping before the
upcoming constitutional referendum in the Iraqi city of Kerbala, 110 km (70

miles) south of Baghdad, on 12 October, 2005.  —INTERNET

WASHINGTON, 12 Oct—As of Wednesday, 12 Octo-
ber  2005, at least 1,964 members of the US military
have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associated Press count. At least
1,528 died as a result of hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers. The figures include five military
civilians. The AP count is ten higher than the Defence
Department’s tally, last updated at 10 am  EDT Wednes-
day.

The British military has reported 96 deaths; Italy,
26; Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Bulgaria, 13; Spain, 11;
Slovakia, three; Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia, Thai-
land and the Netherlands, two each; and Hungary,
Kazakhstan and Latvia one death each.

Since 1 May, 2003, when President Bush declared
that major combat operations in Iraq had ended, 1,825
US military members have died, according to AP’s
count. That includes at least 1,419 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the military’s numbers.

Internet
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WASHINGTON , 12  Oct— At least seven people
were killed in heavy rains sweeping eastern United
States over the weekend, with hundreds forced to
evacuate and power supply to many others knocked
out.

 In the northeastern state of New Hampshire, two

young people were killed when a car plunged into

flood water from a washed-out bridge, and another

person was seen swept away in a river, news reports

said on Monday.

 In the state of New York, a six-year-old boy

slipped into a river and was swept away along with his

mother's boyfriend who had tried to save him.

 A 19-year-old girl was killed in Pennsylvania

when she tried to drive through a flooded roadway, and

a toddler died in New Jersey after suffering head

injuries when his parents' car went out of control.

 Flood waters forced at least 30 residents to evacu-

ate on Saturday and cut off electricity to as many as

6,000 homes and businesses in New Jersey, and over

200 others to flee their homes in Vermont, the reports

said.   Meanwhile, a powerful snowstorm hit the west-

central state of Colorado over the weekend, knocking

out power to about 25,000 customers in Denver, the

state capital, forcing authorities to close a major east-

west highway across the state, and triggering rock

slides in the foothills.   — MNA/Xinhua

CHICAGO , 12 Oct — Eating fish at least once a week slows the toll aging takes on the brain, while obesity
at midlife doubles the risk of dementia, a pair of studies concluded on Monday.

 HANOI , 12 Oct— Vietnam is likely to test vaccines against bird flu virus
H5N1 on humans in 2006, after successful tests on fowls, according to Vietnam
News Agency (VNA) on Tuesday.

T IKRIT , 12 Oct— An explosion shut down an oil
pipeline near the northern city of Beiji on Wednes-
day, a police official said.

Vietnam may test bird flu vaccines
on human next year

 The National Institute for Hygiene

and Epidemiology on Monday submit-

ted its proposal on the issue to the Scien-

tific Council of the Ministry of Science

and Environment and the Health Minis-

try, the institute's Nguyen Tran Hien

said, adding that his institute is actively

preparing for the tests, as well as the

production of the vaccines.

 The institute began researching the

vaccines on human beings last April. Be-

fore testing on poultry, tests on monkeys

also showed positive results, he said.

 To prevent possible bird flu in the

approaching winter, localities nationwide

are facilitating the vaccination of poultry

against bird flu viruses, including the

deadly strain H5N1. Vietnam will import

an addition of 260 million doses of

vaccines from China for usage this month.

 To date, 28 cities and provinces na-

tionwide have vaccinated 27.6 million

fowls, including 16.9 million chickens.

 The Institute for Tropical Disease in

Hanoi said bird flu viruses may resist the

medicine named Tamiflu, but noted that

in such case, a bigger dose of the medi-

cine and longer treatment time will be

given to bird flu patients.

 To early detect infections among

humans, the Vietnamese Health Minis-

try is proposing the World Health Or-

ganization assist the country in estab-

lishing surveillance systems at 800

hospitals nationwide.

 In addition, Vietnam is intensifying

the detoxification and disinfection of

fowl farms in localities nationwide, es-

pecially those having large flocks of

chickens and ducks.  — MNA/Xinhua

Eating fish regularly delays dementia

 Omega-3 fatty acids contained in fish have been

shown to boost brain functioning as well as cutting the

risk of stroke, and eating fish regularly appears to

protect the brain as people age, the six-year study of

Chicago residents said.

 "The rate of (mental) decline was reduced by 10

per cent to 13 per cent per year among persons who

consumed one or more fish meals per week compared

with those with less than weekly consumption," wrote

Martha Clare Morris of Rush University Medical

Centre in Chicago. "The rate reduction is the equiva-

lent of being three to four years younger in age," she

added in the report published online by the Archives of
Neurology. The protective effect from eating fish was

evident even after researchers adjusted for consump-

tion of fruits and vegetables.

 Alzheimer's disease and other causes of dementia

are growing problems around the world, particularly in

developed countries with aging populations.

 In another study published in the same journal,

Swedish researchers from the Karolinska Institute in

Stockholm concluded that obesity, high blood pres-

sure, and high cholesterol levels at midlife each

doubled the risk of dementia later in life.

 Subjects who suffered from all three of the health

problems at midlife multiplied their risk of developing

dementia six times compared to people free of the risk

factors, she said.

 Nearly 1,500 subjects who have been part of a

study that began in 1972 were reexamined. The 16 per

cent who were obese at midlife were at double the risk

of dementia compared to the one-quarter of those with

normal weight at midlife and the half who had been

slightly overweight.  "Midlife obesity, high systolic

blood pressure, and high total cholesterol were all

significant risk factors for dementia, each of them

increasing the risk around two times," study author

Miia Kivipelto wrote.—MNA/Reuters

At least seven killed in
heavy rains in eastern US

Blast shuts northern Iraq
oil pipeline

The pipeline transports

oil from the northern oil

centre of Kirkuk to refin-

eries in Beiji, from where

it is pumped via the coun-

try's export pipeline to the

port of Ceyhan, Turkey.

The blast occurred early

Wednesday at Fatiha, 10

miles northeast of the Beiji

refinery, said Mattshar

Abdullah, who works on a

special Iraqi police force

set up to guard oil pipe-

lines and refineries.

The Kirkuk-Beiji pipe-

line is critical to Iraq's oil

export operations. Once

Beiji refinery's crude oil

needs are met, excess

amounts are pumped

through a separate export

pipeline to Turkey.

That line is only inter-

mittently open, however,

since incessant guerilla

sabotage has shuttered it

regularly since the US-led

invasion in 2003.
Internet

PHNOM PENH, 12 Oct— Cambodian King

Norodom Sihamoni on Monday signed a royal decree

to dissolve the Supreme National Council on Border

Affairs (SNCBA). The dissolve was suggested by

Prime Minister Hun Sen and the National Assembly

President Prince Norodom Ranariddh, said the decree.

It did not give more reason.

In his letter to King Sihamoni on Sunday, Prime

Minister Hun Sen said that after meeting with Prince

Norodom Ranariddh, president of the FUNCINPEC

Party, both of them maintained that it is unnecessary to

keep the SNCBA because the Senate, National Assem-

bly and the royal government have the capacity and

responsibility to safeguard the national sovereignty and

territory integrity and to deal with the the border issues.

At the same time, the National Authority on

Border Affairs ( NABA) was already established by

the government.  The seven-member SNCBA was

established in May under the decree of the King, and

former King Norodom Sihanouk was named chairman

of the border council.

Other members include Vice-Chairmen Senator

Chea Cheth and lawmaker Princess Norodom Vacheara,

as well as Minister of Council of Ministers Sok An

representing the government and Say Chhum of the

Cambodian People's Party, You Hockry of

FUNCINPEC Party and Sam Rainsy, president of the

Sam Rainsy Party.— MNA/Xinhua

Cambodian King signs to dissolve
Supreme Border Council

Thai Air Force airmen load medicines for Pakistan earthquake aid onto a
C-130 airplane at an air force base in Bangkok on Thursday, 13 Oct, 2005.

INTERNET

Iraqis collect parts from a vehicle used in a car bomb attack against an Iraqi
Ministry for Governorate Affairs convoy in El Yarmouk area, western Baghdad

area, on 12 October , 2005. —INTERNET
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Pickled vegetable imported from
China safe for consumption

 SEOUL , 12  Oct— “Kimchi”, or pickled vegetable, imported from China
proved to be safe for consumption as its lead content was found to be
within an international standard, South Korea’s food safety watchdog said
again on Monday.

 A recent investigation

of 58 kinds of kimchi cir-

culated in local markets,

showed Chinese brands

having an average lead

content of 0.05 ppm (parts

per million), compared

with 0.02 ppm for domes-

tic products, said (South)

Korean Food and Drug

Administration (KFDA) in

a news release.

 The figures was not

only lower than 0.12 ppm

to 0.57 ppm that a South

Korean opposition law-

maker recently claimed

Chinese kimchi has, but

also even lower than the

international standard of

0.1 ppm, it said.

 It was the second time

for the KFDA to unveil its

probe results of the com-

parison between kimchi

imported from China and

produced locally since late

September.

 The results came af-

ter the lawmaker claimed

in late September that im-

ported kimchi from China

contain at most as five

times as the local-

produced ones and harm-

ful to the health of local

people.

 The lawmaker’s claim

caused panic among South

Korean people, since

kimchi is one of the South

Korean people’s most fa-

vourite food that they eat

almost every meal.

MNA/Xinhua

Pakistani Kashmir faces disease after quake

 Corpses and sewage had contaminated the river

Neelum, the main source of drinking water in the

provincial capital Muzaffarabad, officials said.

 “Health services have totally collapsed here and

malaria, gastroenteritis and water borne diseases have

already spread in worst-hit areas of the city,” Khawaja

Shabir, provincial director-general of health, told Reuters.
 He said the situation was only likely to worsen

because of the polluted water and the many dead

bodies still stuck under buildings that collapsed in

Saturday’s 7.6 magnitude quake. The United Nations

warned of risks of cholera and pneumonia.

 Shabir was working in his office when the quake

struck and spent three hours trapped under rubble

before being saved. He said 80 per cent of his staff

died and his office destroyed.

 “We’re helpless in handling it on our own as

right now we don’t have a single hospital left in

Muzaffarabad, no medicine, no paramedic staff,

nothing,” he said.

 UN officials said as many as one million people

had been left homeless by the quake, which officials

said may have killed as many as 40,000 people.

They said two million children were among perhaps

four million affected by the disaster.

 The World Health Organization said in a state-

ment that a massive health relief effort was needed

and would be part of a UN appeal being launched

on Tuesday in Geneva.

 “We need to coordinate a massive health relief

effort to ensure people get urgent care and to pre-

vent a bad situation getting even worse,” said Alan

Alwan, the WHO’s newly named representative for

health action in crises.

 “Medical supplies, water and sanitation supplies

and cash donations will help the most,” added Alwan,

who was leaving Geneva later in the day for

Islamabad.   — MNA/Reuters

Thailand to host workshop on
regional wildlife law

 enforcement
 BANGKOK, 12 Oct—

Thailand will host a

meeting later this month

on developing an

ASEAN regional net-

work to protect endan-

gered plants and animals,

Thai News Agency re-

ported on Tuesday.

 The gathering, slated

for  17-21 October, aims

at building the regional

wildlife law enforcement

initiative adopted during

last October’s conference

in Bangkok among parties

to the Convention on In-

ternational Trade in En-

dangered Species, or

CITES, Natural Resources

and Environment Minister

Yongyuth Tiyapairat was

quoted as saying.

 Strategies to ensure

the sustainable co-exist-

ence of humans and en-

dangered species of plants

and animals will be dis-

cussed among CITES law

enforcement officials from

members of the Associa-

tion of South-East Asian

Nations (ASEAN).

MNA/Xinhua

Philippines seizes shipment
of elephant tusks

 MANILA, 12 Oct— Philippine Customs officials

on Tuesday seized almost a ton of elephant tusks

worth more than 500,000 US dollars at Manila Air-

port.  Nestor Gualberto, head of Customs security,

said the 850 kilos (1,800 pounds) shipment had

arrived from Kenya last month in seven metal boxes

labelled “rough stones”.— MNA/Reuters

Annan calls for
expansion of microfinance

 “Microfinance is an

idea whose time has

come,” Annan, who is on

a visit in Switzerland,

said at a microfinance

symposium held here.

 A small loan, a sav-

ings account, an afford-

able way to send a pay-

cheque home, can make

all the difference to a

low-income family or to

a small-scale enterprise,

and with access to

microfinance, people can

take real strides towards

breaking the vicious cir-

cle of poverty and vul-

nerability, said Annan.

 The UN chief stressed

that microfinance today is

real business, and not

charity. “It can help to

build markets, and show

that profits and principles

can reinforce each other.”

Although microfinance

is not as widespread as it

could or should be,

Annan said the situations

is changing and a new

mindset is taking hold.

 “Where once the poor

were commonly seen as

passive victims, micro-

finance recognizes that

poor people are remark-

able reservoirs of energy

and knowledge.

And while the lack

of financial services is a

sign of poverty, today it

is also understood as an

untapped opportunity to

create markets, bring

people in from the mar-

gins and give them the

tools with which to help

themselves,” he said.

 The World Bank and

the International Mon-

etary Fund have em-

braced microfinance as

part of their strategy for

alleviating poverty, and

the United Nations has

proclaimed 2005 to be

the International Year of

Microcredit.

 “Our collective chal-

lenge is to sustain this

momentum, and to meet

the growing global

demand for increased

access to financial ser-

vices,” said Annan.

 He said the potential

is significant and called

on financial institutions

to invest robustly in

microfinance.

 MNA/Xinhua

   MUZAFFARABAD  (Pakistan), 12 Oct — Malaria and other diseases are breaking out in Pakistani
Kashmir where health services are in ruins after an earthquake wrecked hospitals and killed many
doctors, a senior health official said on Tuesday.

 GENEVA, 12 Oct — United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan on Monday highlighted
microfinance’s role in poverty eradication.

Kuwait plans to expand
international airport

 KUWAIT CITY, 12 Oct — Kuwait has planned to

expand its international airport, whose capacity will

be increased “step by step” to 55 million passengers

a year from five million in 2004, local daily Arab
Times reported on Monday.

 “The first step will be equipping the airport to

receive 11 million passengers every year. This will

be followed by the stage where the airport will be

prepared to receive 20 million passengers a year,”

sources from Kuwaiti Civil Aviation Department

were quoted as saying.— MNA/Xinhua

A South Korean Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT) team moves onto a ship
during an anti-terrorism drill at a port in Pusan, about 420 km (262 miles)

southeast of Seoul, on 13 October , 2005.—INTERNET

An earthquake survivor family stand in front of their destroyed house in
Poonch, 250 km (156 miles) northwest of the northern Indian city of Jammu,

on 11 October, 2005.— INTERNET
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Countering media with media:
national duty of literary world

A media person

Recently, I have read in certain journals two

significant articles revealing all the perpetration of

the persons in collaboration with some foreign radio

stations to cause confusion in Myanmar literary and

journalism world. Writing the articles can be said the

act of countering media with media — the right

practice for all the men and women of letters of

Myanmar. In reality, persons with nationalism should

write such articles on own volition to counter the

perpetration. It is not the time for all the persons,

especially those who always come first for opportu-

nity, but ever hesitant to work for national cause, of

the journalism and literary profession to stay idle

when some foreign radio stations are making attempts

to meddle in the Myanmar literary world. If we do not

refute the slanders at present, it will be too late and

some might presume them as the truth later. It is the

duty of every individual possessing nationalism to

make refutation, based on objective conditions, against

slanders.

Look what a man by the pen name ‘Ko J’ did

recently. He made slanders to cause confusion in the

Myanmar literary and journalism world. He is nothing

more than a person writing nonsense even in sports

journals. A seasoned sports writer once criticized him

for always making mistakes in mentioning the names

of athletes and the countries they represented. People

of the literary world in Mandalay and Yangon know

best about his fraud in the publishing business of Ko

Tun Oo of Mandalay (now Tun Oo publishiing work).

He went to Cambodia for journalist training and sought

political asylum abroad. But what political sacrifices

had he made in Myanmar to seek political asylum

abroad? There is nothing to admire him for he is just a

person with no political history. Can a man asking for

political asylum and financial assistance from others

tell the truth? It is a common knowledge that Ko J is

living by his wits engaging in mean jobs of hatching

fabrications. It is not beyond the knowledge of the

authorities the local connections Ko J has made to

create fabrications from Maesot. But the authorities

have no will to reveal the names of informants. Sadly,

some of the informants are thinking themselves so

smart. Our nation has the law including the Secret Act

which prohibits irresponsible acts against the state. At

the press meet No 6/2005, the authorities had already

exposed the persons making contacts with foreign

radio stations that are attacking and opposing the nation

to incite internal trouble.

Thein Win, in-charge of local network of the

Network for Democracy and Development (NDD)

conducted news gathering course and other illegal

courses for Wai Lin, Than Oo (a) Ko Ye, Myint Lwin

and Win Myint, who were natives of Bago. Thein Win

also provided them with financial assistance and satel-

lite phone, and used them as above-ground hard-core

group based in Bago in 2003. But the authorities

exposed the gang the same year.

Wai Lin, Than Oo (a) Ko Ye, Myint Lwin and

Win Myint were sending the exaggerated news reports

they received from unreliable sources to their boss

Thein Win through the phone just to earn as mush as

income they could. They confessed that they always

made exaggerations in the interviews with BBC.

To which degree does the government have to

tolerate the informants sending fabrications to Ko J of

RFA?

Ko J’s acts are meant to cause quarrels between

persons of literary and journalism world, earning their

living through sincere means, and staff of the Press

Scrutiny and Registration Office under the Information

Ministry. Ko J, are you trying to pour bad blood between

the office and the literary and journalism world as you

do not wish to see harmony between them?

Ko J you made a fabrication concerning the

meeting of Director Maj Tint Swe of the office, the

publishers and the editors on 15 and 16 September this

year at the office. You should ask the men and women

of letters to know how much they were angry with you

for your fabrication. And that was not the first time the

director met with the persons of the literary world to

help fulfil their needs. Two months after he became the

director, Maj Tint Swe met with publishers and editors

on 18 August for the same purpose. The meeting was

attended by Dr Thein Myint (Eleven International), U

Ti Nyein (Ngwepinle journal), Maj Wunna (Retd)

(Interview journal), U Ko Ko (Flower News journal),

U  Myat Khaing (Achit, Maha, Gita and Kaungthadin

journals), U Aung Soe Thu (Gita Kaba journal), and U

Thaung Su Nyein (7 Days journal). The director ful-

filled all their requires at the meeting. No complaints

came out then. As the second meeting the director

invited more publishers to extend his work of fulfilling

their requirements. U Kyaw Oo (Parami publishing

house), U Aung Than Kyaw (Pyinnya Shwedaung

publishing house), U Kyin Wan (Nwemoehsaung pub-

lishing house), U Kyaw Hlaing (Setana publishing

house), Daw Kay Khaing Soe (Shwethamin publish-

ing house), U Nyan Pwint (Zeyamye publishing house),

U Arka Aung (Aung Myin publishing house), U San

Oo (Seikku Chocho publishing house), U Ko Gyi

(Thein Min publishing house), U Aye Lwin

(Shwepadetha publishing house), U Maung Myo

(Kyaunghnitkaung publishing house), Dr Tha Tun

Oo and U Thet Lwin (Today publishing house), U

Aung Myat Kyaw (Sarpeylawka publishing house),

U Shwe Baw Phyo (Shwe Myanmar publishing

house), and U Myo Aung (Pyisone publishing house)

attended the meeting.

U Soe Nyunt (Yapyi publishing house) did not

attend the meeting, with illness, and Daw Moe Thida

(Soe Soe publishing house) was also absent from it,

saying she was away from Yangon. Ko J you can

openly ask the persons who attended the meeting

whether the director was threatening them or trying to

help them at the meeting.

In reality, the act of saying that a news report

was received from a person on conditions of anonym-

ity is like a loathsome black magic. On 16 September,

the director warmly invited the chief editors and

executive editors of local periodicals and met with

them and opened opportunities to present their diffi-

culties. The attendance registration list of the meeting

is available, and there is nothing to hide.

U Myint Soe (Myanmar Times), U Khin Win

(International Affairs  journal), U Aye Lwin (Kumudra

journal), U Nyi Nyi Moe (7 Days journal), U Tin

Aung Khaing (International Affairs journal), Ko Tar

(Style Thit journal), U Hein Latt (Popular journal),

Daw Wa Wa Swe (Today), U Maung Myo (Idea

journal), U Win Nyein (Alindan journal), U Myat

Khaing (Maha,  Achit journals), U Ko Ko-Setmu

(Flower News  journal and Tech Digest), U Lin Naing

Oo (Alindan journal), U Kyaw Min Swe (Living

Colour), U Myo Nyunt Maung (Khit Myanmar jour-

nal), Dr Thein Myint (Eleven Media), Dr Khin Moe

Moe (Pyi Myanmar journal), U Zeya Myat Khaing

(Maha Gita  journal), and Mar Jay (Eleven Interna-

tional) attended the meeting.

Of them, who did you contact, Ko J?

A slander Ko J created was as follows:

“Some of the persons who attended the meet-

ing told RFA that the director met with editors of

about 20 local journals. After explaining the policy of

the Press Scrutiny and Registration Office, he scolded

them. An editor who attended the meeting told RFA

about the discussions made by the director.”

Who is that editor? Why did he try to disguise

his voice at the interview? All the persons of the

literary and journalism world know that the so-called

editor has told lies and exaggerations.

The persons who Ko J has made contacts with

dared not mention their real names or other facts as

they are telling lies. The RFA also aired the voice of

what it said was a woman staff member of a publish-

ing house who spoke on conditions of anonymity.

Who is that woman? Why did not she mention her

name? Ko J should have considered having sympathy

to Daw Wa Wa Swe (Today) and Dr Khin Moe Moe

(Pyi Myanmar publishing house), the only two women

at the meeting. It is not strange that Ko J is airing

slanders as he is a destructive element in disguise.

The then Deputy Minister for Home Affairs

Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung had already set a

tradition of inviting persons of the literary and jour-

nalism profession to attend to their needs. The office

then was under the Home Affairs Ministry. Home

Affairs Minister Maj-Gen Maung Oo during his

meeting with the persons of the professions told them

that they can send letters to him if they had any

requirements to present. Information Minister Brig-

Gen Kyaw Hsan has been opening wider opportuni-

ties for the persons of the profession to obtain more

help from the officials concerned. Thanks to those

(See page 7)

Recently, I have read in certain journals two significant articles
revealing all the perpetration of the persons in collaboration with
some foreign radio stations to cause confusion in Myanmar literary
and journalism world . Writing the articles can be said the act of
countering media with media — the right practice for all the men and
women of letters of Myanmar. In reality, persons with nationalism
should write such articles on own volition to counter the perpetration.
It is not the time for all the persons, especially those who always come
first for opportunity, but ever hesitant to work for national cause, of
the journalism and literary profession to stay idle when some foreign
radio stations make attempts to meddle in the Myanmar literary
world. If we do not refute the slanders at present, it will be too late and
some might presume them as the truth later. It is the duty of every
individual possessing nationalism to make refutation, based on objec-
tive conditions, against slanders.
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(from page 6)
efforts, the art of literature and journalism is flour-

ishing in the nation. More people numbering in the

thousand have applied for publishing permits de-

spite the slanders. Can your slanderous voices from

abroad stop our literary and journalism world from

running, Ko J?

Myanmar already has the publishing law. But

has any person faced action for violating the policy of

the Press Scrutiny and Registration Office? If action

has to be taken against all violations, there will be no

periodical left in Myanmar. The publishing houses

make one way or another to go against the rules of the

office. But the office always pardons their violations

when the persons concerned of the publishing houses

come to it and apologizes for their wrongdoing. Ko J

you have never mentioned the flexible practices of the

office despite the existence of the law.

Besides, the office has to act as a mediator to

attend to the complaints filed by departments and

individuals against the local periodicals. The office is

trying to reduce the extent of the problems till they are

being solved. If there is no PSR Office, it is sure that

the periodicals will face legal law suits filed against

them by departments and individuals. The office even

opens on weekends to carry out its work for the

facilitation of the private publication industry.

But the office knows that there are a handful

of bad guys in the periodical industry. They try to

trick the office to make more profits. In the past there

were cases in which actions were taken against the

wrong doers for their frauds in the publishing busi-

ness.

Ko J you can carry on your job of exaggerat-

ing news reports and slandering the nation if you do

not wish to see the harmony between the office and

the persons of the profession. But the literary and

journalism world will not be moved by your slan-

ders. You should study what Nay Zaw Naing, the one

who left the nation earlier than you, has written in the

DVB website.

In the website, he wrote, “There are short-

lived and inefficient politicians who make surren-

ders, and the swaggerers like me who tried to draw

the curricular of the Myanmar political history.”

Hence, the people of the profession are now

countering the slanders of the vermin like Ko J with

media as suggested by Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw

Hsan. It is the duty of the persons of the profession.

(Translation: TMT)
Kyemon: 13-10-2005

Countering media with media…

 Film artistes urged to strive for enhancement
of Myanmar movie standard

Myanmar Movie Day observed, respects paid to senior persons in Myanmar movie field

YANGON, 13 Oct —

Minister for Information

Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan at-

tended the ceremony to

observe Myanmar Movie

Day and to pay respects

to senior persons in

Myanmar movie field, at

the office of Myanmar

Motion Picture Asiayon

on Wingabar Road in

Bahan Township this

morning.

It was also attended

by directors-general and

managing directors of de-

partments and enterprises

under the Ministry of In-

formation, patrons of

MMPA, members and

guests.

First, Chairman of

organization U Kyi Soe

Tun gave a speech. Next,

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw

Hsan, Patrons of the or-

ganization Film Director

U Tin Yu and Film Direc-

tor U Myint Soe cut the

ribbon to open the cer-

emony to observe

Myanmar Movie Day.

In his address, the

minister  said that he was

glad to cordially meet

with the seniors and those

in the movie world. He

praised active and harmo-

nious cooperation of

those in the movie world

for organizing the cer-

emony. He urged them to

unitedly carry out tasks

for development of the

Myanmar movie. Today

is an auspicious day when

Myanmar Movie Day is

to be observed as preser-

vation of a good tradi-

tion. He added that hon-

ourable persons should be

awarded, and he stressed

the need to maintain its

good tradition.

He noted that

Myanmar was second to

India to launch its movie

industry in Asia region.

However,  he said,

Myanmar movie is not yet

(See page 10)

The ceremony to pay respects to doyen artistes in progress. — MNA

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan shakes hands with an artiste. —MNA

 Doyen
artiste film
director U
Khin Zaw

speaks
words of

thanks at a
cremony to

pay re-
spects to
doyen

artistes.
MNA
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(from page 1)
Throughout the thousands-year-old history and

till now, the national brethren of Myanmar, living in

unity and amity, have been handing over the cultural

heritage they have further strengthened and enriched

and added more value to it from generation to gen-

eration as a well-preserved legacy.

Thanks to the traditions and culture born of

the experience of the race throughout history and the

power of nationalistic fervour and national pride to

cherish and safeguard high-standard cultural herit-

age, Myanmar people were imbued with physical

and spiritual prowess, and built states where unity

and nationalism prevailed. In addition, Myanmar was

able to stand shoulder to shoulder with neighbours

in all military, political, diplomatic and cultural terms.

Because of those sound cultural foundations,

the Myanmar people have been able to stand with

dignity, while safeguarding and restoring the national

characters and traits together with the national cul-

ture they have nurtured as a separate entity different

from all other cultures of the world.

The long-preserved high standard culture of

Myanmar can be found and studied at ancient pago-

das and other religious edifices, excavated old city

states, personal items and in ten kinds of traditional

arts and crafts, including paintings, wood and ivory

carvings, sculpture and stucco art.

The essence of the spiritual part of culture

covering the gentle and delicate art, civilized and

polite customs, social ethics interwovened with Bud-

dha’s teachings, and deep art of thinking including

the social, religious and administrative branches can

be studied and discovered only through literature,

poems, other letters, and performing arts.

The Myanmar Traditional Cultural Perform-

ing Arts Competitions have been held in connection

with the national task of handing down the fine tra-

ditions and capabilities that have uplifted Myanmar

as the race enjoying high level of dignity throughout

the different stages of history to the new generation,

and to effectively use the powerful might of the

performing arts to uplift the nation and the race.

The Myanmar traditional cultural performing

arts are flourishing widely with deep essence in all

four branches — marionette, drama, anyient and saing

(Myanmar orchestra).

Each of the four branches is developing sepa-

rately with its own style, nature, art and history, while

interacting and supporting one another.

Each of the performing arts branches is with

its own glory covering the stateliness, style, melody

and energy.

The noble deeds including justice, morals, fi-

delity, sympathy and loving-kindness, rooted in

Myanmar society for many years, and the Myanmar

traditions and customs and the noble Myanmar spirit

under the domain of the sense of shame to do mis-

deeds and the Four Cardinal Virtues are engraved in

Myanmar cultural performing arts.

Myanmar theatrical plays and Myanmar mari-

onette plays reflect Myanmar characters and virtues

such as the essence of traditions and culture and the

delicate essence of the performing arts, in addition

to the high-level administrative and judicial systems

of Myanmar society that existed under its own kings,

the principles of equality, diplomacy and military

strategies.

Vidhura drama the contestants will have to

present at the competitions shows the wise decision

made by court minister Vidhura with his power of

knowledge, sincerity and selflessness.  Moreover the

theme of the drama shows the fact that good deeds

of tolerance and loving-kindness and the practice of

saints to be loyal friends can teach the people a

good lesson. Thus, it also confirms the fact that

Myanmar people cherish and value the power of

modesty and knowledge.

The restoration and uplift of the Myanmar

drama and marionette plays and performing arts,

which have strong artistic power of influence, and

invaluable cultural essence, will help enhance the

artistic skill in the respective branches, the public

organizational power of the arts, and the people’s

ability to appreciate the artistic pleasures.

Furthermore, the competitions will harmoni-

ously vitalize the foundation of nationalism to pre-

serve and uplift national culture among the people.

All will have to preserve the traditional cul-

ture in its original style as it reflects the significant

characteristics of the people and the nation. Like-

wise, the task to perpetuate national trait or national

character, mode of dress, language, culture and cus-

toms and social norms should be conducted through

preservation of national culture and race.

The dignity of Myanmar will disappear on the

day the national entity and character disappear.

Hence, the government has laid down a firm

objective to preserve and protect cultural heritage

and national character from vanishing forever.

In this age of globalization, the alien thoughts

and culture are entering the nation in waves through

the door of culture and economy including the me-

dia and the Internet, with ICT as the vehicle.

The alien cultural domination can be warded

off only with the spirit to love and cherish our own

traditions and culture.

Nowadays, some youths thinking highly of

alien culture that is against Myanmar culture are

going with the tides and are addicted to decadent

behaviour and mode of dress.

If this situation is ignored, honest and sincere

youths will fail to value and cherish their own cul-

ture, and one day we will have to face the extinction

of our own race.

The performing arts competitions will make

some youths, who are unaware of the values, stand-

ard, system and essence of our culture, realize its

values, standard, system and essence and inspire them

to study and understand its depth and profoundness.

One’s level of appreciation rises as much as one

knows the value of culture. When one feels the depth

of its essence one will certainly hold it in esteem.

The Government has laid down political, eco-

nomic and social objectives and has been accord-

ingly taking all possible measures to see that the

Union of Myanmar stands tall in the international

(See page 9)

The Myanmar Traditional Cultural Per-
forming Arts Competitions have been held
in connection with the national task of hand-
ing down the fine traditions and capabilities
that have uplifted Myanmar as the race en-
joying high level of dignity throughout the
different stages of history to the new genera-
tion, and to effectively use the powerful might
of the performing arts to uplift the nation
and the race.

Only when the national races are in a spirit of
common views and stand will they be able to
firmly and resolutely confront and repulse the

influence and domination of the aliens
Secretary-1

Lt-Gen
Thein Sein

shakes
hands with
a diplomat

at the
opening

ceremony
of 13th

Myanamr
Traditional

Cultural
Performing
Arts Com-
petitions.

MNA
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(from page 16)
Member of the Panel

of Patrons for Organizing

the Competitions Maj-Gen

Myint Swe gave an account

of preparations for the

competitions, saying that

the competitions have been

held in accord with the tra-

ditions since 1993 annu-

ally.

The competitions are

being held from 13 to 31

October under the seven

objectives:

— to vitalize patriotism

and nationalism

— to preserve and safe-

guard Myanmar cul-

tural heritage

— to perpetuate genuine

Myanmar music,

dance and traditional

fine arts

— to preserve Myanmar

national characters

— to nurture spiritual de-

velopment of the

youths

13th Myanmar…

Singing, dancing, song composing and music contests of Performing
Arts Competitions commence at designated places

YANGON, 13 Oct — The first day programmes of

the 13th Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing

Arts Competitions were held at the designated venues

today. Member of the Panel of Patrons of the Organiz-

ing Committee for the Competitions Minister for Cul-

ture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung, Minister for Construction

Maj-Gen Saw Tun, Vice-Chairman of the Leading

Committee Deputy Minister for Culture Brig-Gen Soe

Win Maung, Deputy Minister for Construction Brig-

Gen Myint Thein, Deputy Commander of Yangon Com-

mand Brig-Gen Wai Lwin, Chairman of the Work

Committee No 3 Military Region Commander Col Tint

Hsan and members, officials of the sub-committees,

maestros and people enjoyed the competitions.

At the multi-purpose hall of the National Mu-

seum, Chairperson of the Panel of Judges for Singing

Contest Assistant Director (Music) Daw Tin Tin Mya of

( See page 10 )

Maung Aye Kyaw of Rakhine State taking part in singing contest (basic education level age 10-15) — NLM

Daw Cho Thandar Lin taking part in dancing
contest (professional level) of performing arts

competitions. — NLM

Culture Minister Maj-Gen Kyi Aung formally opens performing arts competi-
tions. — NLM

Com-

mander

Maj-Gen

Myint Swe

clarifies the

arrange-

ments for

performing

arts compe-

titions.

NLM

— to prevent influence of

alien culture, and

— to strengthen national

unity and Union Spirit.

In order to satisfy the

wishes of the maestros, the

Vidhura Jakata drama con-

test will be held on a

grander scale than previ-

ous years with a view to

regenerating the art of

Myanma drama.

In the marionette com-

petition, “Zaw-hnint-

mintha” dance is pre-

scribed at the amateur

level, and “Min-ku-tha

Jakata” at the professional

level.

A total of 2,482 con-

testants are contending for

the prizes. All necessary

arrangements have been

made for enabling the con-

testants, who love and pre-

serve the cultural heritage

of the nation, to take part in

the competitions in peace

in accordance with the lofty

objectives. He urged the

contestants to participate

in the events with peace of

mind.

Member of the Panel

of Patrons Minister for Cul-

ture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung

formally opened the com-

petitions.

The Secretary-1 cor-

dially greeted the diplo-

mats, military attaches and

guests.

The second session

followed at the venue. U

Hla Win and Daw Thida

Swe of MRTV acted as

masters of ceremonies.

The patron of the

Leading Committee deliv-

ered the opening speech.

(reported separately)

The artistes presented

an entertainment pro-

gramme of a dance and

song composed by Gita

Lulin U Ko Ko in honour

of the 13th Performing

Arts Competitions.

MNA

(from page 8)
community keeping in tact

her national character and

prestige.

In striving for the

harmonious and all-round

development of education,

health, social and eco-

nomic sectors, it has been

exerting its efforts on spir-

itual uplift of the people of

the nation.

To keep the spirits

of the national people ma-

ture, firm and high, it is

necessary to enhance na-

tional pride, preserve and

promote national culture

and vitalize and propagate

the nationalism, the spirit

of national solidarity and

Only when the national
races…

Union Spirit with the

strength of literature and

fine arts.

Head of State Sen-

ior General Than Shwe has

given guidance that the

performing arts competi-

tions are to be organized

grandly the way the Union

Day celebrations are held

so that complete and rich

cultural resources could be

put to most benificial use

in promoting the image of

the nation and the people,

guarding against penetra-

tion of alien culture while

enabling national brethren

to cordially meet at the per-

forming arts competitions,

collectively preserve, pro-

mote and cherish the cul-

tural traditions, then only,

he added, will they have

common views and stand

and can patriotism be

strengthened for national

solidarity.

As much as the per-

forming arts competitions

can exhibit and make all

understand and realize the

similarities of the cultural

traditions, customs and tra-

ditional performing arts of

all the national races and

how this national heritage

has been preserved for gen-

erations, one and all will

appreciate the subtleties,

values, high standard and

fine traditions of Myanma

performing arts.

Only when the na-

tional races are in a spirit

of common views and

stand will they be able to

firmly and resolutely con-

front and repulse the influ-

ence and domination of the

aliens of different tradi-

tions and cultural traits in

accord with a saying,

Blood is thicker than wa-

ter. Hence, I would like to

urge all to guard against

the penetration of alien cul-

ture, external instigation

and manipulation by

strengthening patriotism,

the love for the nation and

Union Spirit while preserv-

ing and promoting national

culture.

In  conclusion, all

the artistes are urged

* to strive for firm and

continued flourishing

of the national charac-

ter of Myanmar people,

cultural traditions and

human values with the

help of performing arts,

* to make the new gen-

eration youths realize

the profound historical

background of

Myanmar people, the

prestige and glory of the

ancestors and the high

cultural standard in or-

der that they will be in-

spired to take pride in

the national prestige

and safeguard national

interests thereby en-

hancing national

strength with the help

of performing arts,

* for the culture and arts

to keep the spirit of na-

tional solidarity and

Union Spirit ever alive

to see that stable, peace-

ful, prosperous, con-

solidated and enduring

Union stands tall al-

ways.

MNA
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(from page 9)
Myanma Radio and Tel-

evision, Secretary Assist-

ant Engineer Daw May

Pyone Khaing and mem-

bers supervised the sing-

ing contest.

In the morning pro-

grammes, 13 contestants

from States and Divisions

took part in the professional

level women’s religious

song contest. In the after-

noon, 14 students from

Singing, dancing, song…
will be held at the same

venue.

At the National

Theatre, seven contestants

competed in the profes-

sional level women’s

dancing contest and 12

boys in the basic educa-

tion level (15-20 age) boys’

dancing contest.

Chairman of the

Panel of Judges Wunna

Kyaw Htin U Sein Aung

Min and members super-

Arts this morning. Nine

schoolgirls took part in the

basic education level (5-

10 age) girls’ song com-

posing contest, and 13 per-

sons from States and Divi-

sions in the professional

level song composing con-

test. Chairman of the panel

of judges Bogale U Tint

Aung and members made

supervision for the contest.

At Padonma Thea-

tre, 10 competitors partici-

pated in the higher educa-

tion level (men’s) and

tober, the basic education

level (10-15 age) boys’

solo orchestra contest and

the basic education level

(5-10 age) boys’ solo or-

chestra contest will be held

the same venue.

Likewise, the xylo-

phone contest of the music

competition was held at

Kanbawza Theatre this

morning. Seven boys com-

peted in the basic educa-

tion level (15-20 age) boys’

xylophone contest, six girls

in the basic education level

(15-20 age) girls’ xylo-

phone contest, and seven

women in the amateur level

women’s xylophone con-

test. Chairman of the panel

of judges Gitalulin U Ko

Ko and party supervised

the xylophone contest. On

14 October, the amateur

level (men’s and women’s)

violin contest and the ba-

sic education level (15-20

age) boys’ and girls’ violin

contest will be held at

Kanbawza Theatre. 

 MNA

States and Divisions par-

ticipated in the basic edu-

cation level (10-15 age

group) boys’ old and mod-

ern song contest. On 14

October, the higher educa-

tion level women’s reli-

gious song contest and the

basic education level (5-

10 age group) boys’ old

and modern song contest

vised the dancing contest.

The amateur level wom-

en’s dancing contest and

the basic education level

(5-10 age) boys’ dancing

contest will be held at the

National Theatre tomor-

row.

Similarly, the song

composing contest was

held at State School of Fine

(women’s) harp contest,

four contestants in the ba-

sic education level (15-20

age) boys’ harp contest,

and seven girls in the basic

education level (10-15 age)

girls’ harp contest. The

panel of judges led by

Harpist Pyapon U Thein

Han Gyi supervised the

music contest. On 14 Oc-

Film artistes urged to…
(from page 7)

to set a certain standard

due to various reasons.

Hence, not only the coun-

try but also those in the

movie world missed some

opportunities, he said. In

conclusion, he urged all to

harmoniously strive for en-

hancement of the

Myanmar movie standard

to seize the opportunities

for the nation and those in

the movie industry.

Next, the ceremony

to pay homage to the sen-

iors in the movie world

followed. Officials of

Myanmar Motion Picture

Organization read out the

list of the seniors and mem-

bers of the organization,

amount of cash donation,

and the list to provide cash

assistance monthly to the

older persons of the movie

industry.

Afterwards, the

minister, departmental

heads and members of the

organization paid homage

to the senior artistes of the

movie world.

On behalf of the sen-

iors, film director U Khin

Zaw gave a speech. After

the ceremony, Minister

Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan cor-

dially greeted the seniors

and wellwishers who

served those present at the

ceremony with refresh-

ment. —  MNA

Contestants participate in basic education level (5-10 age group) song compos-
ing contest.— MNA

Ma Yin Yin Khaing of Mon State taking part in
higher education level women’s harp contest.—  MNA
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As for human resources number of
ophthalmologists increase from 130 to 200

2005 World Sight Day observed
YANGON, 13 Oct

— Minister for Health Dr

Kyaw Myint attended the

ceremony to observe

2005 World Sight Day,

jointly organized by

Health Department and

World Health Organiza-

tion, at International

Business Centre on Pyay

Road, here, this morning.

Also present on

the occasion were Deputy

Minister Dr Mya Oo, di-

rectors-general of depart-

ments under the Ministry

of Health, medical super-

intendents, WHO Resi-

dent Representative Dr

Adik Wibowo and offi-

cials, representatives of

UN agencies, officials of

social organizations and

guests.

Speaking on the

occasion, Minister Dr

Kyaw Myint said that in

1999 February, the Direc-

tor-General of WHO de-

clared and launched

World Sight Day and

WHO member countries

have been celebrating

every 2nd Thursday of

October as World Sight

Day. At present, there are

estimated 45 million blind

people globally and the

number of blind persons

will double in year 2020.

The aim of the World

Sight Day is to eliminate

avoidable blindness and to

promote blindness preven-

tion activities.

As Myanmar is a

WHO member country,

we are actively participat-

ing in the health plans laid

down by WHO.

In Myanmar,

World Sight Day was

launched on 10 October

2000. Regarding improve-

ment since launching of

World Sight Day in 2000,

four new Prevention of

Blindness secondary cen-

tres were established at

Kyaukpadaung, Gangaw,

Myaing and Taungdwin-

gyi in 2001 in accord with

the guidance of the Head

of State. New district level

eye centres were also es-

tablished at Bhamo,

Loilem and Hinthada. The

new centres were fully

equipped with microsur-

gical instruments.

As for human re-

sources number of oph-

thalmologists were in-

creased from 130 to 200.

Ophthalmic nurses

refractionists and mid-

level eye care personal

were also trained. Basic

health staff and voluntary

health workers were also

trained on Primary Eye

Care regularly.

In Myanmar, Tra-

choma was the main

cause of blindness in

1960s. Trachoma control

programme was launched

in 1964 and after 30 years

of activities active tra-

choma rate was brought

down from 43 per cent in

1960s to about 1 per cent

at present days.

Therefore, it is nec-

essary to promote treat-

ment of cataract and glau-

coma and at the same time

to control prevalence of

trachoma. Moreover, in-

ter-country meeting on

prevention of children

blindness, which is one of

the objectives of vision

2020, was held at Traders

Hotel in 2003 and a pae-

diatric ophthalmic centre

was established at Yangon

Eye Hospital.

Cooperation be-

tween, prevention of

blindness teams, state and

division eye centres and

basic health services are

very important for the

success of blindness pre-

vention.

In conclusion, the

aim of World Sight Day,

prevention of avoidable

blindness will be achieved

only by cooperation of

Governmental depart-

ments, WHO, NGOs and

all the people.

Next, WHO Resi-

dent Representative Dr

Adik Wibowo gave a

speech.After the cer-

emony, Minister Dr Kyaw

Myint and guests viewed

round the educative

booths to mark the World

Sight Day in the hall.

The motto of the

World Sight Day for this

year is “Vision 2020-The

Right to Sight. Elimina-

tion of Avoidable Blind-

ness.” — MNA

YANGON, 13 Oct — As a gesture of hailing

the World Sight Day, an ophthalmologists team led

by Deputy Director (Treatment) Dr Kyee Myint and

Ophthalmologist Prof Dr Kan Nyunt of Eye Spe-

cialist Hospital made a field trip to Kawkareik of

Kayin State from 10 to 12 October for giving treat-

ment to eye patients there.

At Kawkareik District Hospital, they provided

treatment to 504 local patients and performed sur-

gical operations on 80 patients free of charge.

Ophthalmologists team gives treatment of eye patients in Kawkareik

While in Kawkareik, authorities of Kayin

State and Kawkareik District Peace and Devel-

opment Councils, personnel of Kayin State and

District Health Departments, members of the

Union Solidarity and Development Association,

members of Women’s Affairs Organizations,

Maternal and Child Welfare Association and

Red Cross Brigade participated in the health

care services of the ophthalmologists team.

MNA

Mid-Year Gems Emporium continues
YANGON, 13 Oct — The 2005 Mid-Year Gems

Emporium continued today at Myanma Gems Mart

here, and merchants bought a total of 28 jade lots

through competitive bidding.

Altogether 340 jade lots were sold yesterday

at the emporium, which attracts 2,051 gem merchants

from home and abroad. The sale of jade lots will

continue tomorrow.

Patron of Central Committee of the Gem Em-

porium Minister for Mines Brig-Gen Ohn Myint and

Committee Chairman Deputy Minister U Myint

Thein visited the emporium this afternoon and

greeted gem merchants.  —MNA

WHO

Resident

Repre-

sentative

Ms Adik

Wibowo.

  MNA

Minister for Health Dr Kyaw Myint speaking at World Sight Day ceremony.—  MNA

Minister for Health Dr Kyaw Myint and party view educative booth.—˚MNA

Ophthalmologists providing health care services
to an eye patient in Kawkareik.—  HEALTH

Ophthalmologists give treatment to eye patients
in Kawkareik. —  HEALTH
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV  YANGON STAR VOY NO (389)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV YANGON

STAR VOY NO (389) are hereby notified that the

vessel will be arriving on 14.10.2005 and cargo will be

discharged into the premises of M.I.T.T  where it will lie

at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the

byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am

to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now

declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S EAGLE CORPORATION
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

Ministry of Commerce
Myanma Agricultural Produce Trading
No. 302/304, Pansodan Street, Yangon

INVITATION TO SEALED TENDER

1. Sealed Tenders are invited by Myanma Agri-

cultural Produce Trading, for export of the following

rice and rice products in as it is position-

Sr No.        Commodity      Tonnage

1. Ngakywe White Rice 100% 278

2. Glutinous Rice 10% Broken 360

3. Glutinous Rice 25% Broken 532

4. Broken Rice A1 & Extra (Glutinous)   35

5. Broken Rice A1, 2 (Glutinous) 110

6. Broken Rice B2,3,4 (White)   19

7. Broken Rice B2, 3, 4 (Yellow)             123

2. Tender documents are available at Warehous-

ing, Handling and Export Department, second floor

at Myanma Agricultural Produce Trading, Head

Office by the price of 1500 kyats per set.

3. Further details can be inquired at Warehousing,

Handling and Export Department of MAPT and

closing date of bid will be on 21 October, 2005 at 1630 hr.

Supervising Committee of Tender

Myanma Agricultural Produce Trading

Ph: 254031, 254023, 251826, 246337

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV  BANGKACHAI VOY NO (47)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV

BANGKACHAI VOY NO (47) are hereby notified that

the vessel will be arriving on 14.10.2005 and cargo will

be discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T  where it

will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject
to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am

to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now

declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S WONGSAMUT OCEAN
SHIPPING CO LTD. BANGKOK

Phone No: 256916/256919/256921

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV  FU WEN SHAN VOY NO (69)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV FU WEN

SHAN VOY NO (69) are hereby notified that the vessel

will be arriving on 15.10.2005 and cargo will be dis-

charged into the premises of S.P.W  where it will lie at

the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to the

byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am

to 11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now

declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessel.
No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S COSCO SHIPPING CO
LTD, CHINA

Phone No: 256916/256919/256921

Vietnam faces paper stockpile due to
cheaper imports

HANOI , 12 Oct— Vietnam had 28,500 tons of paper in inventory in the first nine months of this year,
mainly because of an influx of imports with lower prices, the Trade Ministry said on Tuesday.

Uganda earns more
from coffee exports

in 2004/05
KAMPALA , 12 Oct— Uganda earned 162.1 mil-

lion US dollars from export of 2.50 million 60-kilo
bags of coffee in 2004/ 05 coffee year ending on 30
September, according to Uganda Coffee Develop-
ment Authority (UCDA).

 Kenyan dog gets award for baby
rescue

NAIROBI , 12 Oct — The dog that rescued a baby from a Nairobi forest in
May has been honoured by an American organization, local newspaper
reported on Tuesday.

UCDA on Tuesday said

in a monthly report that the

earning of 2004/05 coffee

export saw a 40-per-cent

increase compared to 115.7

million dollars during the

year of 2003/04. Uganda ex-

ported 2.52 million bags of

coffee in 2003/04.

"This year's overall

performance in quantity

was 20,000 bags down

compared to the June 2005

projection of 2.52 million

bags. This drop in volume

is attributed to coffee wilt

disease and unfavourable

weather." said the report.

"On the other hand,

the increase in value was a

result of the general im-

provement in coffee prices

on the world market expe-

rienced during the year in

response to global supply

deficit," the report said,

adding that "reduction in

coffee production has

been reported in major

coffee producing coun-

tries: Brazil, Vietnam,

etc."   — MNA/Xinhua

The main reason for

the situation is Vietnam's

heavy reliance on im-

ported pulp, the key mate-

rial for paper production.

Last year, it imported

200,000 tons of pulp or

around 75 per cent of its

total need.

Other contributing

factors include increasing

prices of fuels and other

inputs in the world market

and outdated technologies

used by Vietnamese pa-

per enterprises. The situa-

tion will worsen next year

when Vietnam is to slash

paper import tariffs to 5

per cent from current 15-

10 per cent under the

ASEAN (Association of

South-East Asian Na-

tions) Free Trade Area,

local experts said.

An encouraging sign

for the local paper indus-

try is emerging as two for-

eign firms want to team

up with a local partner to

establish the biggest pa-

per pulp joint venture in

Vietnam.

"The New York-

based International Fi-

nances Development

Corp, the Sweden-based

Industrial Project Serv-

ices Patents and a Viet-

namese firm, the Hiep

Phuoc Paper Company in

Ho Chi Minh City, are

seeking licence for build-

ing a factory with annual

capacity of 450,000 tons

of pulp in our province,"

the Department of Plan-

ning and Investment of

central Phu Yen Province

told Xinhua.
Investment for the

project is estimated at 1.1

billion US dollars, includ-

ing some 900 million dol-

lars for construction and

200 million dollars for

plantation of 150,000 hec-

tares of forests.

Vietnam, which has

to import 70-80 per cent

of its pulp and various

kinds of high-quality pa-

per, has yet to attract any

foreign-invested projects

in pulp production and

afforestation.

The country, which

imported 461,000 tons of

paper worth 245 million

dollars last year, imported

421,000 tons of the prod-

uct valued at 261 million

dollars in the first 9 months

of this year, posting year-

on-year rises of 22.9 per

cent and 47.6 per cent re-

spectively, according to

the country's General Sta-

tistics Office.

 MNA/Xinhua

The dog, named

Mkombozi, has won 1,000

US dollars prize and a cer-

tificate for saving baby

Angel from the city's

Lenana forest.

 The North Shore Ani-

mal League America's

Elisabeth Lewyt Award is

given to animals that per-

form heroic and compas-

sionate deeds. It includes

a 500-dollar cash prize,

which another organiza-

tion, Purina, doubled to

make 1,000 dollars, news-

paper Daily Nation re-

ported.

The league has also

awarded the Kenya Soci-

ety for the Protection and

Care of Animals a match-

ing plaque and a check in

recognition of the organi-

zation's rescue and care of

Mkombozi.

The award comes four

months after the dog de-

livered the baby girl from

the forest and carefully

dragged her to its owner's

home.

Four-month-old An-

gel, the name christened

by Kenyatta National Hos-

pital staff, is now at a chil-

dren's home.

"As a symbol of the

award, North Shore Ani-

mal League America is

sending the remarkable

dog and her guardian

Mary Adhiambo a plaque

describing this incredible

deed as well as a 500-

dollar check," Daily Na-
tion cited a report on

Google's web site on

dogs.

The awards were re-

ceived on behalf of the

family by Josephat

Ngonyo of Youth for Con-

servation.

On the certificate is

inscribed: "You make a

difference. America North

Shore Animal League is

proud to present to Kenya

and to Mkombozi, the dog

who saved the life of a

baby in Kenya".

 MNA/Xinhua

Convicted 2002

Bali bombers

transferred

to island jail
JAKARTA, 12 Oct— In-

donesian police on Tues-

day transferred three con-

victed Bali bombers in

death row from a state

prison in Bali to an isolated

jail on Nusa Kambangan

Island in Central Java, a

local television said.

The inmates —

Amrozi, Imam Samudera

and Ali Ghufron — were

transported by armoured

vehicles to the Ngurah Rai

Airport amid tight secu-

rity, as shown by televi-

sion footage aired by Ja-

karta- based Metro TV.

The police said the

transfer was made for secu-

rity reasons.—MNA/Xinhua
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Giant pandas drink milk at China's Giant Panda Protection and Research
Centre in Wolong National Natural Reserve, in southwest China's Sichuan

province, in this 21 February, 2005 file photo. China's Taiwan Affairs Office
on 13 October , 2005 presented pictures and resumes of 11 pandas in the

running to be sent as a gift to Taiwan.—INTERNET

EU bans live bird imports
from Turkey

 BRUSSELS, 12 , Oct — The European Commission, the executive arm of the
European Union (EU), on Monday banned all imports of live birds and
feathers from Turkey following an outbreak of avian influenza last week.

 According to the Commission, lab

tests in Turkey have already confirmed

that it was an outbreak of avian flu

which killed 1,700 out of 1,800 turkeys

on a farm in north-western Anatolia.

 All the surviving birds on the farm

were destroyed after the outbreak.

 But the exact strain of the virus is not

yet known, and scientists have yet to

ascertain whether the strain is of high or

low pathogenic avian flu.

 The Turkish authorities are expected

to send samples to the EU's laboratory in

Weybridge, Britain in order to find out

exactly which virus is at stake and

whether it is the H5N1 strain, which has

affected humans in Asia.

 In the meantime, the EU has banned

all imports of live birds and feathers

from the country. The EU does not

import poultry meat from Turkey be-

cause of the animal health situation in

the country.

 MNA/Xinhua

“007 secret” safe so far as James
Bond casting looms

 LOS ANGELES/LONDON, 12 Oct — Aptly enough for the world's most famous
spy, the decision on who replaces Pierce Brosnan as the next James Bond
remains a mystery just weeks, possibly days, ahead of an official announce-
ment.

 Shooting of the 21st

Bond film, "Casino

Royale", is due to begin

in January, and British

media and countless Bond

fan sites have for months

been reporting leaks, ru-

mours and gossip about

who will be next to don

the "007" tuxedo.

 Some media portray

the delay in casting as a

crisis that could cause

costly production delays.

 Only five actors have

played Bond since Sean

Connery took on "Dr. No"

over 40 years ago. Dozens

of actors have been linked

with the role in recent

months, including Eng-

lishmen Clive Owen and

Jude Law, Australia's

Hugh Jackman and

Croatia's Goran Visnjic.

 Daniel Craig is a fa-

vourite as the finishing post

nears.

 For the filmmakers

there is more at stake than

how to prepare a martini

(shaken, not stirred).

 Not only is Bond a na-

tional institution in Brit-

ain, but one of history's

most profitable film fran-

chises. It has netted nearly

4 billion US dollars in

ticket sales of which

Brosnan's four films

grossed 1.5 billion US

dollars, industry figures

show.

 The next film's Holly-

wood backers, Sony Pic-

tures Entertainment and

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer

Inc. and EON Productions,

which is making "Casino

Royale" next year, have

remained silent on who

will take over as the

super-spy.

 "The decision hasn't

been made yet. They are

casting and that takes how-

ever long it takes," was the

reply from an EON

spokeswoman clearly tir-

ing of fielding the same

question. Producers and

directors familiar with cast-

ing an iconic action hero

like Bond say a relative un-

known is most likely.

 Avi Arad, who runs

Marvel Studios with its

"Spider-Man" and "X-

Men" movies, said the main

criterion for his heroes was

simply an ability to act, and

that big stars were unnec-

essary for such a strong

brand name as Marvel.

 Brosnan has said he

would be willing to play

Bond for a fifth time, and

experts believe that Sony,

mindful of the Irishman's

box office clout, would

welcome him back.

 But web sites devoted

to all things Bond say pro-

ducer Barbara Broccoli

wants fresh blood, with

"Casino Royale" returning

to the start of the spy's ca-

reer on Her Majesty's se-

cret service.

 MNA/Reuters

Venezuela probes two
top officers for

drugs link
 CARACAS (Venezuela), 12 Oct —The Venezuelan

Government is investigating two National Guard of-

ficers after Washington revoked their US visas on

suspicion they were involved in drug trafficking.

 Defence Minister Orlando Maniglia has ordered

National Guard General Frank Morgado, the former

head of an anti-drug unit, and General Alexis Maneiro,

probed for possible links to narcotics smuggling, state

news agency ABN reported.

 "This is to determine whether anyone here is guilty

or not," Armed Forces Inspector General Melvin Lopez

said, according to an agency report late on Monday.

 The United States announced the visas action against

Morgado, Maneiro and another officer in August shortly

after President Hugo Chavez suspended cooperation

with the US Drug Enforcement Administration, ac-

cusing its agents of spying.

 Venezuela has asked the United States to present

evidence the officers are linked to illegal narcotics.

 The drugs squabble has the latest blow to already

fraying ties between the United States and Chavez, a

former Army officer who has riled Washington by

attacking US policies and strengthening relations with

Communist Cuba.

 Chavez promises to fight poverty with a self-

described socialist revolution he says is an alternative

to the failure of US capitalism.

 Venezuela, the world's No. 5 oil exporter, is a top

supply route for cocaine flowing from Colombia to

Caribbean islands and Europe. Some experts estimate

as much as 300 tons of cocaine a year is shipped

through Venezuela from Colombia.

 MNA/Reuters

Mozambican  police
arrest  15 railway

saboteurs
 MAPUTO, 13 Oct —

Mozambican police have

arrested 15 people in con-

nection with sabotage and

theft of railway property

in the north of the coun-

try, local media reported

on Monday.

 The people arrested in-

clude 13 Mozambicans,

one Tanzanian and a South

African national.

 All are accused of

stealing assets of the

Mozambican port and rail

company, CFM, in the

northern Mozambican

province of Nampula, in

order to sell them as scrap

metal.

 The police have also

seized three pickup trucks

used to transport the sabo-

taged rails, as well as the

equipment used by the

thieves to cut the rails.

 The police are promis-

ing to do all in their power

to bring to justice every-

one involved in this crime,

while CFM says the com-

pany will press for all those

involved in sabotaging the

railway to be brought to

trial. — MNA/Xinhua

Study says fewer Britons
poorer in old age than feared

 Research from inde-

pendent think-tank the In-

stitute for Fiscal Studies

showed 9.8 per cent of peo-

ple between 50 and the state

pension age risk having

inadequate incomes.

 The state pension age is

65 for men and 60 for

women.

 The IFS findings com-

pare favourably with esti-

mates of between 38 and

43 per cent for those be-

tween 46 and the retire-

ment age by the govern-

ment's Pension Commis-

sion, which issued a pre-

liminary report into the

state of the British pen-

sions system in October

2004.

 The IFS said many in-

dividuals will still not re-

ceive as much income from

their pensions as they ex-

pect, unless they signifi-

cantly change their behav-

iour over the next few

years.  Next month the Pen-

sions Commission will

produce its long-awaited

second report on how Brit-

ons should be saving for

their retirement. The re-

port is also expected to

outline proposals for re-

forming the state pension

system.

 Gemma Tetlow, one of

the authors of the IFS re-

port, said: "Our analysis

shows that amongst older

workers, at least, the frac-

tion retiring with inad-

equate resources may not

be as high as the first (in-

terim) report of the Pen-

sions Commission esti-

mated.

 "Within the group cur-

rently aged between 50 and

the state pension age, we

predict that around 730,000

individuals in England will

have retirement income

that is lower than the bench-

mark used by the Pensions

Commission."

 The data used by the

IFS to calculate pension-

ers' incomes includes de-

tailed information about

the value of state and pri-

vate pensions, housing and

other wealth, as well as

expectations of inheritance

and the length of people's

working lives.

 Tetlow added: "We find

that many individuals may

not receive as much in-

come from private pen-

sions as they expect, un-

less they plan to change

significantly their behav-

iour over the next few

years."   — MNA/Reuters

 LONDON, 12 Oct — Britain's pensioners will have less money than they
expect when they retire but will not be as badly off as had been feared,
according to a study on Tuesday.
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S P O R T S

Argentina's Pablo Aimar grapples with Uruguay's
Gustavo Varela (7) during their South American
FIFA World Cup 2006 qualifier in Montevideo.

Uruguay will face Oceania champions Australia in
a World Cup play-off next month after clinching
fifth place in the South America zone qualifiers

with a 1-0 win.—INTERNET

Mexico's Francisco Rodriguez (R) goes head to
head with Dwight Yorke of Trinidad and Tobago.

Stern John scored twice to lift Trinidad and Tobago
to a 2-1 victory over regional powerhouse Mexico,

keeping the 'Soca Warriors' fighting for a 2006
World Cup berth—INTERNET

Armenia end campaign with 3-0 win over
10-man Andorra

Lampard strike seals  top spot for England
 MANCHESTER (England), 13 Oct — A superb late strike by Frank Lampard

gave England a 2-1 World Cup qualifying victory over Poland and top place
in Group Six on Wednesday.

 Both sides had already

qualified for the finals but

Lampard's volley made a

much-criticized England

team group winners and

left Poland to head to Ger-

many as one of Europe's

best runners-up.

 Captain Michael Owen

gave England, showing

their best form of the sea-

son, a deserved lead after

44 minutes but Poland

substitute Tomasz

Frankowski volleyed an

equalizer in first-half stop-

page time.

 Owen then turned crea-

tor as England attacked on

the break, lofting a cross

into Lampard's path for

the midfielder to fire past

keeper Artur Boruc in the

81st minute.

 Victory, which left the

hosts on 25 points to Po-

land's 24, was no more

than England deserved for

taking the game to a side

they had also beaten 2-1

in Chorzow a year ago.

 England paid a high

price for being caught out

of position by Frankowski

but manager Sven-Goran

Eriksson, under fire in re-

cent weeks, will be more

than satisfied with both

the performance and the

result.

 Freed from the burden

of qualifying and fed up

with two months of criti-

cism at their poor perform-

ances, England hit the ac-

celerator from the start.

 Lampard swung in a

series of free kicks and

corners, Wayne Rooney

ran straight at the Poland

defence and Shaun Wright-

Phillips soon warmed to

the task of replacing sus-

pended skipper David

Beckham on the right

flank.—MNA/Reuters

France, Serbia and Montenegro, Sweden
qualified for World Cup finals

 LONDON,  13  Oct — France, Serbia and Montenegro and Sweden qualified
for World Cup finals on Wednesady after winning their final World Cup
qualifiers, while Czech Republic, Switzerland, Slovakia, Spain and Turkey
confirmed play-off spots, Denmark, Greece and Russia are out.

 France topped the group

after thrashing Cyprus 4-0

at the Stade de France with

Zinedine Zidane, Sylvain

Wiltord and Vikash

Dhorasoo scoring in the

first-half and and Ludovic

Giuly adding a fourth late

on.

 Serbia and Montenegro

beat bitter Balkan rivals

Bosnia-Herzegovina  1-0

to qualify for next year's

World Cup finals at the

expense of Spain.

 Victory left Serbia top

of Group Seven ahead of

Spain, whose 6-0 win over

San Marino gave them a

play-off place.

 Serbia's goal came from

former Chelsea striker

Mateja Kezman, who

scored from point blank

range on seven minutes.

 Switzerland pipped the

Republic of Ireland to a

play-off place in Group Four

after drawing with the Irish

0-0 at Lansdowne Road.

 Slovakia secured a play-

off place by holding Russia

to a goalless draw in their

final Group Three qualifier.

 Slovakia finished ahead

of Russia on goal differ-

ence after both teams, who

drew 1-1 in Moscow in Sep-

tember 2004, ended the

qualifying campaign with

23 points. Portugal had al-

ready won the group to

qualify automatically.

 Reaching the playoffs

is Slovakia's biggest soccer

success in its 12-year his-

tory as an independent state.

 They could now face the

Czech Republic in the

playoffs, with Spain or Tur-

key the other options.

 Turkey and the Czech

Republic maintained their

hopes of reaching the finals

but Greece, surprisingly

crowned European cham-

pions 15 months ago, were

eliminated.

 With Ukraine wrapping

up top spot in Group Two

last month, Turkey made

sure of finishing second

with a 1-0 win in Albania to

move to 23 points.

 Denmark finished third

after a 2-1 win over

Kazakhstan and Greece

were fourth following their

1-0 home win over Geor-

gia.

 The Czech Republic

beat Finland 3-0 in Hel-

sinki with goals from

Tomas Jun (6), Tomas

Rosicky (51) and Marek

Heinz (58).

 The win gave the Czechs

(27 points) second place

ahead of Romania, but be-

hind the Netherlands who

finished on 32 points after a

0-0 home draw with Mac-

edonia.

 Sweden, who were al-

most certain of going

through from Group Eight

before they started against

Iceland in Stockholm,

made sure of their place

when they recovered from

1-0 down to seal a 3-1

victory.—MNA/Reuters

Newspapers cry foul at FIFA’s
World Cup photo limits

 LONDON, 13 Oct — Newspaper owners from around

the world on Wednesday slammed new restrictions on

publishing World Cup soccer photographs online.

 FIFA, soccer's world governing body, is banning

digital images from appearing on newspaper web sites

and other electronic media until one hour after matches

finish during next year's World Cup in Germany.

 The publication embargo comes as mobile phone

and online services increasingly are willing to pay for

exclusive content, especially sports-related, to build

their customer bases.

 "This is a severe curb on the freedom of editors to

inform their readers," said Timothy Balding, head of

the Paris-based World Association of Newspapers

(WAN), which represents about 18,000 newspapers

through dozens of global trade groups.

 "Editors the world over will be simply unable to

provide readers with the information they have come

to expect in the instant-news epoch," he added.

 MNA/Reuters

Playoff-bound Norway ease
to 1-0 win in Belarus

 MINSK, 13 Oct — Substitute Thorstein Helstad's

second-half goal handed Norway a 1-0 win over

Belarus in their World Cup Group Five qualifier on

Wednesday.

 Second-placed Norway (18 points), who were al-

ready guaranteed a playoff berth behind group win-

ners Italy (23), dominated the first half and striker

Steffen Iversen went close in the 22nd minute.

 Belarus, who ended the campaign in fifth place on

10 points, struggled without injured playmaker Alex-

ander Hleb of Arsenal.

 Jan Gunnar Solli set up the only goal when Belarus

keeper Vasili Khomutovsky saved his shot and Helstad

knocked the rebound into the net.

 MNA/Reuters

Germany scrape 1-0 win over
China with Frings penalty

 HAMBURG (Germany), 13 Oct — A Torsten Frings

penalty early in the second half gave Germany a 1-0 win

over China in an uninspiring friendly on Wednesday.

 Frings converted in the 51st minute for the World

Cup hosts after Bernd Schneider had fallen inside the

box under challenge from captain Li Weifeng.

 China, who missed out on World Cup qualification,

had failed to put away two clear chances at the end of

the first half.

 Germany had a good spell after the goal but the

game soon slipped back into mediocrity.

 Coach Juergen Klinsmann, underfire after poor recent

results, could at least be satisfied with Germany's first

clean sheet in eight matches dating back to the 3-0 win

over Tunisia in the Confederations Cup—MNA/Reuters

 Armenia, whose only

other win came against the

same opponents in March,

finished in sixth place in

the group with seven

points from their 12

matches, two ahead of

Andorra.

It was a disappointing

end to what has been An-

dorra's most successful

campaign in their short

history in international

competition.

 The team from the tiny

Pyrenean principality beat

Macedonia 1-0 at home a

year ago to claim their first

points in an official quali-

fying match.

 They then earned a 0-0

draw away to the same

opponents in February

and won another point

with a goalless draw at

home to Finland last

month.

 Although they held the

visitors for most of the

first half they self-de-

structed in an unfortunate

five-minute spell just be-

fore the break.

 Midfielder Oscar

Sonejee turned a cross

from the left into his own

net in 39th minute and

defender Ildefons Lima

received his marching or-

ders soon after for spit-

ting at an opponent.

 Andorra suffered an-

other setback at the start

of the second half when

Aram Akopyan smashed

home a volley at the far

post after a quickly taken

corner. Things went from

bad to worse just after the

hour when Ara Akopyan

made it 3-0 with a vir-

tuoso individual goal.

 The Armenia striker

received the ball with his

back to goal on the edge of

the area, turned inside a

defender, skipped past

another and rifled home

into the top corner to com-

plete an emphatic win.

 MNA/Reuters

 ANDORRA LA VELLA ,13 Oct — Armenia ended their World Cup qualifying
campaign on a high with a 3-0 victory over 10-man Andorra on Wednesday
that lifted them off the bottom of Group One.
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Thursday, 13 October, 2005
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30

hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain  or thun-

dershowers have been scattered in Mon State, Yangon

and Taninthayi Divisions, isolated in Chin and

Rakhine States, upper Sagaing, Mandalay Divisions

and weather has been partly cloudy in the remaining

areas. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded

were Myeik (1.06) inches, Thaton and Yangon

(Mingaladon) (0.43) inch each, Kawthong and Mogok

(0.39) inch each.

Maximum temperature on 12-10-2005 was

96°F. Minimum temperature on 13-10-2005 was

71°F. Relative humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on 13-

10-2005 was 92%. Total sunshine hours on 12-10-

2005 was (6.7) hours approx. Rainfalls on 13-10-

2005 were (0.43) inch at Mingaladon, (0.08) inch

at Kaba-Aye and  (0.12) inch) at central Yangon.

Total rainfalls since 1-1-2005 were (95.63) inches

at Mingaladon, (96.42) inches at Kaba-Aye and

(100.67) inches at central Yangon. Maximum wind

speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (4) mph from

East at (11:25) hours MST on 12-10-2005.

Bay inference: According to the observations

at (06:30) hours MST today, yesterday’s low pres-

sure area over Southwest Bay persists. Weather is

generally fair in the North Bay and partly cloudy to

cloudy elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 14-10-2005:
Rain or thundershowers will be isolated in Kachin,

Kayah, Kayin, Chin and Rakhine States, upper

Sagaing and Mandalay Divisions, scattered in Mon

State, Yangon, Bago, Ayeyawady and Taninthayi Di-

visions and weather will be partly cloudy in the re-

maining areas. Degree of certainty is (80%).

State of the sea: Seas will be slight in Myanmar

waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Continua-

tion of rain or thundershowers in the southern

Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 14-10-2005: Likelihood of isolated rain or thun-

dershowers. Degree of certainty is 60%.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring
area for 14-10-2005: Partly cloudy.

WEATHER

Friday, 14 October
Tune in today:

7:00 am
 1. Recitation  of Parittas

by Missionary

Sayadaw U Ottama-

thara

7:25 am
 2. To be healthy

exercise

7:30 am
 3. Morning news

7:40 am
 4. Nice and sweet song

7:50 am
 5.���
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8:10 am
 7. The mirror images of

the musical oldies

8:20 am
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Friday, 14 October

View on today

8.30 am Brief news
8.35 am Music:

-One kiss at a
time

8.40 am Perspectives
8.45 am Music:

-If you still love
me

8.50 am National news
& Slogan

9:00 am Music:
-Love bug

9:05 am International
news

9:10 am  Music
-Be my girl

1:30 pm  News / Slogan
1:40 pm Lunch time

music
-Please be the
one
-Willow
-Walk in glory

9.00 pm World of music
songs from
-Germany,
Brazil, Spain,
France, Nether-
lands

9.15 pm Article
9.25 pm Music at your

request
-I remember
you
-Angle of mine
-Sleeping child

9.45 pm News/Slogan
10.00 pm  PEL

8:30 am

 9. International news

8:45 am

10. English for Everyday

Use

4:00 pm

 1. Martial song

4:15 pm

 2. Song to uphold

National Spirit

4:30 pm

 3. Practice in Reading

4:45 pm

 4. Musical programme

5:00 pm
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5:15 pm

 6. Song of national races

5:30 pm
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5:55 pm

 9. Musical programme

6:05 pm
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6:30 pm

11. Evening news

7:00 pm

12. Weather report

7:05 pm
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14. Song of yesteryears
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8:00 pm

16. News

17. International news

18. Weather report
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21. The next day’s

programme

Krs\eta\Ò Aip\ep¥a\®Kc\;Krs\eta\Ò Aip\ep¥a\®Kc\;Krs\eta\Ò Aip\ep¥a\®Kc\;Krs\eta\Ò Aip\ep¥a\®Kc\;Krs\eta\Ò Aip\ep¥a\®Kc\;
edåk\ta√̂;v∑n\>wc\; edåk\ta√̂;v∑n\>wc\; edåk\ta√̂;v∑n\>wc\; edåk\ta√̂;v∑n\>wc\; edåk\ta√̂;v∑n\>wc\; (Dr. Wilfred Law)

m¥k\siAT¨;kuSrawn\”k^;m¥k\siAT¨;kuSrawn\”k^;m¥k\siAT¨;kuSrawn\”k^;m¥k\siAT¨;kuSrawn\”k^;m¥k\siAT¨;kuSrawn\”k^;
Aqk\ 78 N˙s\Aqk\ 78 N˙s\Aqk\ 78 N˙s\Aqk\ 78 N˙s\Aqk\ 78 N˙s\

(Û;’kic\-edÅeqac\;)tui>fqa;eT∑; AUSTRALIA Niuc\cM
Alice Springs ‘mi>en edåk\taedÅKc\m¥oi;wc\; (kel;AT¨;ku
Srawn\”k̂;)f Kc\p∑n\;' emac\m¥oi;T∑!\fPKc\' emac\qn\≥sc\ (Nicholas)'
mKc\l®pv\.wc\; (Shimona)tui>fABiu; edåk\taU^;v∑n\≥wc\;qv\
11-10-2005 (Agçåen>) edqsMeta\K¥in\ nMnk\ 9;45 AK¥in\t∑c\
Adelade eS;RuM”k^;t∑c\ Krs\eta\Ò Aip\ep¥a\q∑a;®p^®Ps\påj 13-
10-2005 Âkaqpet;en≥ edqsMeta\K¥in\ 11;45 t∑c\ Adelade

‘mi>Ò m^;q®gçoih\mv\®Ps\påeÂkac\; eS∑m¥oi;mit\qgçhAepåc\;Aa;
AeÂkac\; Âka;Ap\påqv\" k∑y\l∑n\q̈Aa; rv\s̈;j eAak\em.P∑y\
wt\‘p kui;k∑y\®Kc\;sv\;ew;kui rn\kun\‘mi>' ®pv\lm\;' yudœn\
Bura;ek¥ac\;Ò 15-10-2005 (senen≥)ven (5;00)nar^t∑c\
‘plup\påmv\"                     k¥n\rs\q¨miqa;suk¥n\rs\q¨miqa;suk¥n\rs\q¨miqa;suk¥n\rs\q¨miqa;suk¥n\rs\q¨miqa;su

sit\Âk∑R̈;q∑p\eS;wå;AN †ray\ NOi;eSa\K¥k\sit\Âk∑R̈;q∑p\eS;wå;AN †ray\ NOi;eSa\K¥k\sit\Âk∑R̈;q∑p\eS;wå;AN †ray\ NOi;eSa\K¥k\sit\Âk∑R̈;q∑p\eS;wå;AN †ray\ NOi;eSa\K¥k\sit\Âk∑R̈;q∑p\eS;wå;AN †ray\ NOi;eSa\K¥k\

sit\Âk∑R̈;q∑p\eS;qv\ l̈fsit\kui e®pac\;ĺes eqa
eS;wå;ts\Ku®Ps\q®Pc\. 1971 KuN˙s\ m¨;ys\eS;wå; Siuc\ra
kulqmg©v^laKMf Tim\;K¥op\k∑p\k´mOAr ta;®ms\ Ta;eqa
eS;wå;ts\Ku ®Ps\qv\"

sit\Âk∑R¨;q∑p\eS;kui quM;s∑´påk eAak\ePa\®ppå
eragålk%am¥a; ®Ps\p∑a;Nuic\påqv\"
❖ N˙luM;Kun\®mn\®Kc\;' eq∑;tui;®Kc\;' eS;Al∑n\AkÁM quM;s∑´påk

tk\®Kc\;N˙c\. Rut\trk\eqSuM;tt\®Kc\;
❖ kuiy\p¨r˙in\tk\®Kc\;' eKÁ;T∑k\m¥a;®Kc\;' Ap¨l∑n\k´®Kc\;

®Ps\“p^; eqSuM;tt\®Kc\;
❖ sit\Âk∑eS;kui s∑ĺn\;q∑a;“p̂; mquM;s∑ŕlYc\ menNiuc\ ®Ps\la®Kc\;
❖ AAip\Aennv\;la®Kc\;' mv\q¨ts\U^;ts\eyak\m˙

e®paSui®Kc\;mr˙iB´ na;T´t∑c\ “Kim\;e®Kak\eqa AqMm¥a;
Âka;latt\®Kc\;

❖ g%am“cim\ eyak\yk\Kt\lOp\r˙a;mOm¥a;®Kc\;' qv\;
mKMNuic\®Kc\;' mTc\m˙t\B´ Âkm\;tm\;eqa Am¨Ara
®Ps\tt\®Kc\;' pt\wn\;k¥c\r˙ i l¨m¥a;k mekac\;
”kMsv\enqv\hu Tc\eyac\Tc\ṁa;®Ps\ka razwt\ mOm¥a;
®Ps\p∑a;Nuic\®Kc\;

❖ err˙v\quM;s´∑ram˙ quM;s∑´mOkui rp\Siuc\;luik\lYc\ sit\Dat\
k¥j qt\eqK¥c\sit\®Ps\®Kc\; sqv\. eragåm¥a;
®Ps\p∑a;Nuic\påqv\"

❖ l¨mOer;®pœnam¥a;AenN˙c\.
- m¨;ys\UpedAr Aer;y¨KMr®Kc\;
- pt\wn\;k¥c\Ò qikak¥Sc\;®Kc\;
- miqa;suAt∑c\; Sk\SMrat∑c\ ASc\me®p®Kc\;'

miqa;sum¥a; sit\Sc\;r´r®Kc\;
- mimif lup\cn\;eSac\tam¥a;t∑c\ m˙a;y∑c\;eqa

SuM;®Pt\K¥k\m¥a; ‘plup\tt\®Kc\;
- razwt\mOmkc\;qv\. A‘pAm¨m¥a; ‘plup\tt\la

®Kc\;sqv\. ®pœnam¥a;N˙c\. ’kMet∑>rm˙a ®Ps\påqv\"
qui>påj sit\Âk∑R¨;q∑p\eS; quM;s∑´mOeÂkac\. ®Ps\p∑a;Niuc\t´.

eragåm¥a;' l¨mOer;®pœnam¥a;m˙ kc\;ew;esrn\ sit\Âk∑R¨;q∑p\
eS;kui luM;wer˙ac\ÂkU\på"

sit\Âk∑R¨;q∑p\eS;kui quM;s∑´mienpåklv\; eS;®Pt\rn\
’ki;pm\;på' qt\m˙t\Ta;eqa eS;RuMm¥a;t∑c\  m˙t\puMtc\j
eS;wå;kuqmO KMy¨på"

k¥n\;maer;wn\”k̂;@ank¥n\;maer;wn\”k̂;@ank¥n\;maer;wn\”k̂;@ank¥n\;maer;wn\”k̂;@ank¥n\;maer;wn\”k̂;@an

 Flood  death  toll  in
southern  Vietnam

rises  to  49
 HANOI, 13 Oct — Floods in Vietnam’s southern

Mekong Delta have claimed 49 lives since the begin-

ning of the flooding season in mid-August, local news-

paper Youth reported on Wednesday.

 Of the victims, 36, mainly children, were drowned.

The floods have damaged nearly 6,850 houses in the

delta.

 Floods and whirlwinds sparked by a low tropi-

cal pressure in the central region late last week have

also killed 15 people, left five others missing, and

caused property losses of nearly 18.2 million US

dollars.

 Last year, natural disasters killed 232 people

and left 38 missing, injured 187 others, destroyed

4,200 houses and 3,000 hectares of rice, and killed

over 2,000 cattle and 170,000 poultry in Vietnam,

causing a property loss of over some 57 million

dollars.   —MNA/Xinhua
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13th Myanmar Traditional Cultural
Performing Arts Competitions launched

YANGON, 13 Oct — Minister for

Health Dr Kyaw Myint together with

Director-General Dr Tin Win Maung

of Health Department and officials vis-

ited the blood donation of British Em-

bassy staff led by British Ambassador

Ms Vicky Bowman at the National

Health Minister visits
blood donation

Blood Unit of Yangon General Hospital

on Bogyoke Aung San Street this morn-

ing. First, Minister Dr Kyaw Myint cor-

dially greeted the British Ambassador

and party.

At the Aphresis Machine room,

Minister Dr Kyaw Myint together with

Medical Superintendent Dr Nu Nu Tha,

National Blood Unit in-charge Dr Thida

Aung and officials viewed blood dona-

tion of the British Ambassador and 10

embassy staff, and presented gifts to

them. — MNA

YANGON, 13 Oct—The opening ceremony of the

13th Myanmar Traditional Cultural Performing Arts

Competitions was held at the National Theatre on

Myoma Kyaung Street in Dagon Township here this

morning.

It was attended by Patron of the Leading Com-

mittee for Organizing the 13th Myanmar Traditional

Cultural Performing Arts Competitions Secretary-1

of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen

Thein Sein, Daw Khin Than Nwe, wife of Lt-Gen Tin

Oo, Daw Khin Khin Win, wife of the Secretary-1,

Chairman of the Leading Committee Chairman of

Yangon Division PDC Commander of Yangon Com-

mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe and wife, ministers and

their wives, the chief justice, the attorney-general,

the chairman of the Civil Service Selection and

Training Board, the chairman of Yangon City Devel-

opment Committee the mayor, senior military offic-

ers, deputy ministers, chairmen and members of the

Leading Committee, work committee and subcom-

mittees, diplomats of foreign embassies in Yangon,

charges d’ affaires, military attaches, resident repre-

sentatives of UN agencies, officials, departmental

heads, social organizations, members of the central

panel and state/division boards of judges, managers

and contestants of the teams, and guests.

The first session of the opening ceremony took

place at 6.15 am at the venue. The chairmen and

members of respective committees, guests, manag-

ers and contestants of state/division teams, mem-

bers of cultural troupes from 14 states and divisions,

contestants of 16 teams, and damsels of the Univer-

sity of Culture took positions at the designated

places.

Daw Tin Tin Mya and Daw Thida Swe  of

Myanma Radio and Television emceed the first ses-

sion.

(See page 9)

INSIDE

PAGE 6 A MEDIA PERSON

   The Press Scrutiny and Registration Office, has

to act as a mediator to attend to the complaints filed

by departments and individuals against the local

periodicals. The office is trying to reduce the extent

of the problems till they are being solved.

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein among the
audience enjoying entertainment of artistes at the
opening ceremony of 13th Myanmar Traditional
Cultural Performing Arts Competitions. —  MNA

Minister for Health Dr Kyaw
Myint visits British Ambassador

Ms Vicky Bowman donating
blood at Yangon General

Hospital.—  HEALTH

A total of 2,482 contestants are contending for the
prizes. All necessary arrangements have been made
for enabling the contestants, who love and preserve
the cultural heritage of the nation, to take part in the
competitions in peace in accordance with the lofty
objectives.


