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Four political objectives

Stability of the State, community peaceg
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

National reconsolidation

Emergence of a new enduring Stat
Constitution

Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all-roun

development of other sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments fron

sources inside the country and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy must be ke|

in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fithess and education
standards of the entire nation

partment on Thanlyetsun, Botahtaung Township here
this afternoon with an address by Secretary-1 of the
State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen Thein
Sein.

Also present on the occasion were Chairman
of Yangon Division Peace and Development Coun-
cil Commander of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint
Swe, ministers, the Yangon Mayor, deputy minis-
ters, officials of the State Peace and Development
Council Office, heads of department, well-wishers
and specially invited guests.

First, Minister for Progress of Border Areas
and National Races and Development Affairs Col

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses
donation ceremony to provide drinking water
to rural areas.— mna

There are altogether 23,225 villages—8042 in
Mandalay, Sagaing and Magway Divisions and 15,138
in other states and divisions, where potable water is
scarce or insufficient.

The Development Affairs Committees under the
Ministry have been taking systematic measures for
development of rural regions. In the process, they
spent K 250.13 million in 2000-2001 fiscal year, K
321.61 million in 2001-2002 fiscal year, K 572.02
million in 2002-2003 fiscal year, K 653.44 million in
2003-2004 fiscal year, 1036.74 million in 2004-2005
fiscal year and 1182.36 million in 2005-2006 fiscal
year on supply of potable water in rural regions.

Under the project, the ministry has been able
to supply potable water to 14,309 villages out of

(See page 8)

YANGON, 26 July—The 10th cash donation
ceremony of the Ministry for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races and Development Affairs
for supply of drinking water in rural areas took place
at the meeting hall of the Development Affairs De-

The ministry has been able to sup
ply potable water to 14,309 villages ou
of 23,225 across the nation through th
funds of the government and public con
tributions. A total of 1335 well-wishers
donated 1053.0674 million plus US
70252, Euro Currency 770 and FEG

\10,012 from the first to ninth donations/.

]

Thein Nyunt explained matters on acquisition of
potable water in rural regions, saying that the five
rural development tasks have been laid down and
are being implemented to bring about equitable and
harmonious development the length and breadth of
the nation.

The respective departments and committees
under Ministry for Progress of Border Areas and Na-
tional Races and Development Affairs are engaged in
urban and rural development tasks, he added.

Head of State Senior General Than Shwe had
given guidance on implementing the tasks for supply
of potable water in rural regions of the three arid
divisions, where drinking water is scarce, through the
ten-year project, he noted.

Minister
Col Their
Nyunt
speaks a
the
ceremony

MNA

.

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngar.
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Work hand in hand with
government for

regional and national progress

Peace and stability prevailing inall regions
of the Union, the State Peace and Developme]
Council is in a position to put its energies intd
nation-building tasks for parallel development]

of each and every region and all-round develog-
ment of the Union as a whole. Up to now, manyy|

infrastructures have been built which can con
tribute to the development of the education
health, transport and economic sectors. Whilg
trying to ensure food sufficiency and secure livj
ing for the entire national people, the govern
ment is striving for industrial development in
order that the nation can become an industrial
ized one.

Secretary-1 of the State Peace and Develop-

ment Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein, also Chair{
man of the Work Committee for Development

of Border Areas and National Races, attendefl

the inauguration of Kaungkha Hydelpower Sta-
tion in Kutkai Township, Shan State (North),

on 24 July. In his address at the opening cef-

emony, the Secretary-1 said that the nationgl
brethren were becoming more and more uniteq

and the nation was enjoying peace and stability,

and the rule of law unprecedented in any per
riod of Myanma history and that it was neces
sary for all nationals to preserve the favourablg
environment for posterity.

The history of the Union of Myanmar shows
that national unity, peace and stability of the
nation, community peace and the rule of lay
are the sine qua non for national development,
transition to democracy and perpetuation of the
State.

More than 10 years ago, the people living

]
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Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

Contract on oil and gas exploration signed

—

YANGON, 25 July —
At the invitation of Min-
ister for Energy Brig-Gen
Lun Thi, a Thai delega-
tion led by Minister of
Energy of Thailand Mr
Viset Choopiban and wife
arrived here by air yester-
day afternoon. The del-
egation was welcomed at
Yangon International Air-
port by Deputy Minister
for Energy Brig-Gen
Than Htay and wife and
departmental officials.

Minister Brig-Gen
Lun Thi met his Thai
counterpart at the Sedona
Hotel this morning. Next,
a ceremony to sign a pro-
duction sharing contract
on oil and gas explora-
tion between Myanma Oil
and Gas Enterprise and
PTTEP International Ltd
of Thailand took place at
the hotel.

It was attended by
Myanmar Investment
Commission Vice-Chair-
man Minister for Electric
Power Maj-Gen Tin Htut,
Minister for Finance and
Revenue Maj-Gen Hla
Tun, Minister for Social
Welfare, Relief and Re-

b

Myanmar and Thai officials pose for a group photo afigning production
sharing contract betweeMOGE and PTTEP International
Ltd of Thailand ENErGY

A

settlement Maj-Gen Sein
Htwa, Minister for Energy
Brig-Gen Lun Thi, Min-
ister at the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office Brig-Gen Pyi
Sone, Attorney-General U
Aye Maung, visiting Thai
Energy Minister Mr Viset
Choopiban and delegation
members, Deputy Minis-
ter Brig-Gen Than Htay,
Chairman of PTTEP Mr
Maroot Mrigadat, officials
and guests.

The energy minister
and the Thai minister de-
livered opening speeches

on the occasion. MOGE
Managing Director and
Chairman Mr Maroot
Mrigadat signed the con-
tract for block No (M-11)
and exchanged the docu-
ments.

Next, Minister Brig-
Gen Lun Thi and Minis-
ter Maj-Gen Tin Htut pre-
sented work permit and
MIC permit to the chair-
man of the PTTEP. Then,
a ceremony to mark the
first extraction of oil at the
offshore block No (M-9)
was held. The ministers,

guests and officials
viewed the display of ex-
ploration of oil and gas at
block Nos (M-3), (M-4),
(M-37) and (M-9).

In the afternoon, the
visiting Thai minister
called on Minister Maj-
Gen Tin Htut at his of-
fice.

The Thai delegation
left here by air for home
this evening. They were
seen off at the airport by
the deputy minister for
energy and officials.

MNA

in border areas are a stranger to peace an

stability, secure living and development as they

Disaster Management Training begins

were having to go through variousforms of
sufferings due to the lack of security which it
self was the result of armed insurgencies. Now.
the people there are free from those sufferings
and their regions have seasonal cropglanta-
tions and perennials, tarred roads, bridges
schools, post and telegraph offices and powe
stations, enjoying the fruits of development.
Therefore, we would like to call on the en
tire national people always to continue working
hand in hand with the government for the de{
velopment of their respective regions and that
\of the Union as a whole.

YANGON, 26 July — The Ministry of Health and
World Health Organization co-sponsored the Disaster
Management Training at the Traders Hotel here to-
day, with an address by Minister for Health Dr Kyaw
Myint.

Also present were Deputy Minister for Health Dr
Mya Oo, officials of the Health Ministry, Resident
Representative of WHO Professor Adik Wibowo,
officials of the UN agencies, officials of the related
departments and organizations and guests.

The minister said that natural disasters can ruin
the normal health care activities. In this regard
advanced health management task concerning the
disasters has become an essential need. There can be
delays in relief work due to weakness in leadership
and organization and the failure to mobilize the
relief forces. With the leadership of the Head of State,

the National Disaster Preparedness and Management
Committee has been formed. The committee has been
laying down disaster preparedness and management
policies and mobilization projects which are a part of
national disaster preparedness project to prevent and
control the disasters in time. It is required to cooper-
ate with the related government institutions and social
organizations to prevent natural disasters.

Professor Adik Wibowo also gave a speech.

Officials of the Ministry of Health, the
Ministry of Home Affairs, the Ministry of Social
Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, the Fire Services
Department, the Meteorology and Hydrology Depart-
ment, and Myanmar Red Cross Society will give lec-
tures. Officials at various levels of the Health Depart-
ment are attending the course that continues till 28
July. — MNA

President of UMFCCI U Win Myint and
Secretary-General U Sein Win Hlaing receive
Managing Director Mr Tomohiro Ando and Ms

Kako Sasai of Japan External Trade Organizati

(JETRO) on 26 July and discuss matters on
displaying of booths of Myanmar entrepreneurs |z
Mekong Sub-region Country-Wise Exhibition to
held in Tokyo from 21 to 24 February 20064na

be  Minister for Health Dr Kyaw Mylnaddresseﬂsaster Management Training at the Traders HoteI
MNA
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China's central bank head
calls yuan move “initial” step

Beuing, 25 July —The head of China’s central bank on Saturday de-
scribed this week’s revaluation of the yuan as an initial step whose benefits
outweighed its drawbacks.

“We made an initial 2-per-cent ad-
justment of the exchange rate level,”
Zhou Xiaochuan, the governor of the
People’s Bank of China, told state tel-
evision. He said the central bank would
itdept a gradual approach to reform of
h thg country’s exchange rate regime in
utdaywith the principles laid down by
ofhis ruling Communist Party.

Zhou was speaking two days after

Survey shows 52% of Japanese distrust| HK remains vigilant
US Government in food safety

Tovo, 25 July—While 52 per cent of Japanese people do not trust the US Government, 59 per HONG Kong, 25 July—Hong Kong's Secretary for
cent of US citizens think of Tokyo as trustworthy, a joint public perception survey byyodo News | Health, Welfare & Food York Chow said on Sunday

Beijing revalued the yuan or Renminbi,
by 2.1 per cent in a move long antici-
pated in financial markets. At the same
time, China scrapped an 11-year-old peg
to the dollar and replaced it with a
managed float whereby the yuan will
be controlled in a tight range with ref-
erence to a basket of currencies of the
country’s main trading partners.
MNA/Reuters

Commuters wait on the platform at Tokyo Railway Station as train ser

were halted after a strong earthquake rocked Tokyo and its vicinity o

July, 2005. A 5.7-magnitude earthquake shook eastern Japan late Sa

afternoon, rattling buildings in the capital and temporarily suspending fl
and trains services—INTERNET

and the Associated Press found Sunday.

The survey, conducted earlier this month to mark
the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II,
covered 1,045 respondents aged 20 or older in Japan
and 1,000 aged 18 or older in the United States.

Japanese distrust of the United States has risen
26 percentage points from a similar survey con-
ducted in 1991 shortly after the Gulf War. The fig-
ure reflects rising concern about the unilateralism
of US President George W Bush’s Administration
on foreign and security policy as seen in the Iraq
war

Those in the United States who have “very” or
“somewhat” favourable views toward Japan ac-
counted for 81 per cent, exceeding the 68 per cent of
Japanese who indicated the same attitude toward the
United States.

Most respondents on both sides think bilateral
relations will remain intact over the next several
years, while only 25 per cent of the US and 3 per
cent of the Japanese respondents believe ties between
the two countries will improve.

MNA/Xinhua

that the community must remain vigilant in main-
taining and enhancing food safety standards even
though the current situation is satisfactory.

Of the 62,000 food samples taken for microbio-
logical and chemical tests under the Food Surveil-
lance Programme last year, the overall failure rate
was only 0.3 per cent, Chow said while officiating
the Food Safety Day roadshow on Sunday.

He stressed the importance of three-way coopera-
tion, involving the government, the trade and the
public in ensuring food safety.

MNA/Xinhua

Shortage in food
rations raises concern

BAGHDAD, 25 July—A shortage of items in Iraq's
monthly food rations is starting to worry government
planners and the UN World Food Programme, particu-
larly as most of the Iraqi population still depends on food
aid. "There is a shortage of oil, tea, sugar, rice and
washing powder, across all governorates," said Ali
Mazlon, Deputy Director of the state company for food
stuff at the Ministry of Trade, which is responsible for
the distribution of food items under the Public Distri-
bution System [PDS].

The WFP reported significant commodity shortages
earlier this month. "The July circle of the PDS is well
underway," it said in mid-July. "However, there con-
tinue to be significant shortages in the supply of com-

action. The figures include five military civilians.

dated at 10 am EDT on Monday.

( 1,778 US soliders killed in lraq )

WASHINGTON, 25 July—As of Monday, 25 July, 2005, at least 1,778 members
of the US military have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated Pressunt. At least 1,366 died as a result of hostile

The AP count is seven higher than the Defence Department's tally, last up-

Power woes
in north
India cripples
industry

NEw DELHI, 25 July —
About 90 per cent of in-

The British military has reported 92 deaths; Italy, 25; Ukraine, 18; Poland,
17; Bulgaria, 13; Spain, 11; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Denmark, El Salvador, Hungary, Kazakhstan and Latvia
one death each.

Since 1 May, 2003, when President Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,639 US military members have died, according to
AP's count. That includes at least 1,257 deaths resulting from hostile action,

dustrial units across
northern India are forced
to use captive generators
to overcome the erratic
power supply that dogs
them, according to the
findings of a latest study.

according to the military's numbers.

-

This has severely un-

INternet) | jermined their competi-

modities in many governorates.

"This situation has been exacerbated by the continu-
ing shortages in water and electricity, and now increas-
ingly in fuel such as gas, kerosene and petrol."

Mazlon said there were several reasons for the short-
ages. First of all there was insecurity, he said, with
few trucking companies willing to operate in Iraq be-
cause of the kidnapping of some drivers and threats to
others, particularly on the western border with Syria.

There has also been a slow response to Iraq's food
and commodity needs by suppliers, he added.

"I have not had any tea, sugar or oil for a month -
and I cannot afford to buy it," Baghdad housewife
Samira Jabbar said. At present tea is being imported
from Sri Lanka and India, rice from Thailand and the
US, sugar from Brazil and the United Arab Emirates,
and oil from various countries worldwide.

"We understand that this is a big problem, but there
is not much we can do at the moment as we are also
waiting for more funds to come through," Mazlon said,
but without specifying the figures expected or re-

ceived.—Internet

Soldiers from the 256th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, and
Iraqi soldier (2nd L) search for four guerillas who earlier attacked an
Iragi unit near Baghdad in this military handout photo released on

22 July, 2005—INTERNET

tiveness and global reach,
with smaller units taking
even worse hits, said a
PHDCCI (Progress, Har-
mony and Development
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry) survey
among 90 companies in
r Punjab, Haryana, Uttar

] Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh and Delhi. Over
55 per cent of the re-
spondents said they met
10-40 per cent of their
power requirements
through captive plants,
while 20 per cent de-
pended on diesel genera-
gs for more than 40 per
cent of their require-
ments.

L

MNA/Xinhua
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Beijing hosts international
congress of science history

Bewing, 25 July — More than 1,000 world science historians conven

C
here on Saturday to discuss science and technology development and|i H
interactions with globalization and diversity. e
Lu Yongxiang, vice-chairman of Chi- | British science historian Dr Joseph
na's National People's Congress Standing | Needham. >

Committee, said at an inaugural to the
22nd International Congress of History of
Science that Albert Einstein a century ago
created the Theory of Relativity and hence
inserted a great impact to the scientific
community and the world as a whole.

A total of 600 years ago, said Lu,
also president of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences (CAS), Zheng He, a Chi-
nese general of the Ming Dynasty (1368-
1644), led animperial fleet for the world's
first global voyage.

"The first marine exploration by
Chinese did not necessarily mean scien-
tific revolution would occur first in
China," said Lu, citing that Chinalagged
far behind Western powers in science
and technology at modern times, which
was clearly explained by well-known

Lu said, discussions in the coming
week in Beijing among global science
historians might streng 1then human be-
ings' understanding on essence of sci-
ence and offer help to share valuable
experience between different countries.

He said the Chinese tradition, or the
Confucian tradition, always places his-
tory and classics as the most important
part of human knowledge. Learning his-
tory will help people to find ways for the
future, he said.

Since its establishment in 1929, the
International Union of History and Phi-
losophy of Science's Division of History
of Science has never organized any
congress in China before this one. Only
five countries other than European ones
hosted such an event.— MNA/Xinhua

Volunteers of the Baghdad al-Sadr political office unload food rations and
medical supplies donated by residents of Sadr City area of Baghdad, Iraq,

on 23 July 2005—INTERNET

Japanese jetliner makes
emergency landing at

Singapore-based

budget airlines merge

amid tougher competition

SinGaPORE, 25 July— Two Singapore-based low-cost airlines, Jetstar Asia and Valuair, announced

Manila Airport

ManiLa , 25 July— ABoeing 747 jetliner of Japan
Airlines (JAL) made an emergency landing at the|
Ninoy Aquino International Airport in Manila on
Sunday afternoon after smoke was seen coming ol
of the plane's engine, airport officials said.

The Tokyo-bound JAL 742 plane turned back 15
minutes after takeoff from the airport after its pilot
requested for an emergency landing, saying the plane's
indicator showed fire under the plane's wing, accord-
ing to airport officials. The plane took off at 02:43 pm
local time (0643 GMT) and made a successful emer-
gency landing at the airport at 03:15 pm (0715 GMT).

The 308 passengers and 20 crew members were
ordered to disembark while airport mechanics started
a check-up on the plane. — MNA/Xinhua

on Sunday their merger in a fierce competitive industry.

"Jetstar Asia and Valuair today announced the
formation of a new Singapore company that will own
lland operate both airlines," the companies said in ajoint
statement.

According to Channel NewsAsia reports, the new
company, which has yet to be named, will be chaired
by Geoff Dixon, who is chairman of Jetstar Asia and
Chief Executive Officer of Australia's Qantas Air-
ways.

Ken Ryan, Chief Executive Officer of Jetstar, will
be the chief executive of both Valuair and Jetstar Asia.

The airlines are expected to operate in their own
right for the foreseeable future with little or no change

to the services they offer.

The merge comes when the region's low-cost air-
line industry has been under pressure to consolidate
amid tough competition, and speculation about a union
between Jetstar Asia and Valuair has beenrife in recent
weeks.

Valuair, Jetstar, Tiger Airways and AirAsia begun
their services since the middle of last year with some
tickets costing less than a train fare between the same
destinations.

Valuair is estimated to have lost 4.1 million Singa-
pore dollars (about 2.4 million US dollars) last year
while Jetstar Asia, in which Qantas Airways has a 49-
per-cent stake, also faces intense price competition
and soaring fuel prices. — MNA/Xinhua

Algeria | . '
increased
pulls staff | threat of
out of Iraq attacks, says
former

Lonpon, 25 July—
Algeria has withdrawn all
its diplomats from Iraq

British PM
John Major

L onpon, 26 July—The war in Iraq has heigh
tened the threat of terrorist attacks in Britain, former
Prime Minister Sir John Major has claimed.

His intervention is a setback to Tony Blair's at-
tempt to play down any link between the London
bombings and the Iraq conflict.

Sir John told BBC radio yesterday: "I think what
has happened is not that the Iraq war and other poli-
cies created that threat, I think it was there and grow-
ing, though it was not in full bloom. —Internet

China reports 14.6%
mid-year growth in
fiscal revenues

Beuing, 25 July— China's fiscal revenues grew
by 14.6 per cent year-on-year during the first half
of this year to 1.639 trillion yuan (about 202.3

following the kidnap of
two of its staff last week.
"I can confirm that
there are no longer any
Algerian diplomats in
Baghdad," said Minister
Abdelkader Messahel.
Algeria said the
decision was a precau-
tionary measure and was

South Koreans
carry an effigy
George W Bush :
and Statue of E
Liberty during K
an anti-war rally

not made in response to in downtown
the kidnappers' demands. Seoul, on 23
ITraq has been trying to en-
courage other countries to July, 2005.
set up embassies in Bagh- About 500
dad, but Egypt's top envoy persons de-
has already been abducted manded with-
and killed.

The group al- drawal of US

Qaeda in Iraq claimed to
have carried out both at-
tacks.

Internet

troops from
South Korea.

INTERNET

of US President' h;_,;

rL"l
e

™

billion US dollars), the Ministry of Finance said on
Sunday.

Budget spending at central and local levels to-
talled 1.242 trillion yuan (153.3 billion US dollars)
during the January-June period, up 15 per cent, the
ministry said.

Central fiscal spending was up 1.5 per cent, but
central fiscal revenues rose 10.1 per cent, while fiscal
spending by local governments jumped by 20.9 per
cent and local fiscal revenues grew by 21 per cent.

An official with the ministry blamed low central
fiscal revenues to increased spending by the central
governments on export tax rebates.

The central government paid 150.3 billion yuan
(18.5 billion US dollars) in export tax rebates during
the first six months of this year, or 104.4 billion yuan
(12.7 billion US dollars) more than the same period of
last year.

The national fiscal revenues would have jumped
by 21.9 per cent if the central government had not paid
the increased sum of export tax rebates, and the central
fiscal revenues would have been increased by 19.4 per
cent, the official said. — MNA/Xinhua
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Wen Jiabao calls for stepping up

emergency

Beuing, 25 July — Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao called on governments at all levels to impro| g

management

emergency management, noting that it is an important guarantee to national security, social stabili

and people's interest.

Wen made this remark at a State Council's work-
ing meeting on emergency management held here
on Sunday.

Government departments at various levels should
set up and keep improving emergency warning sys-
tems for all sectors of society, and step up emer-
gency management work, he said, urging prioritizing
emergency management and spending more public
resources like human power, funds and materials on
social management and public services, said Wen.

Preventive planning and management by law and
science and technology were also underlined at the

meeting.

In addition, Wen acknowledged that cooperation
and coordination among departments must streng-
thened in a bid to respond quickly and efficiently to
emergency situations.

Social units at grassroots levels, including schools,
communities, hospitals, enterprises and rural villages,
should further improve their ability in facing up emer-
gencies. Publicity of information on public safety,
emergency management, disaster prevention and
control and self-rescue work should be enhanced as
well, Premier Wen said. — MNA/Xinhua

Package explodes at Japan
post office, no injuries

Tokyo, 25 July — A small package exploded at
a post office in southern Japan on Monday morning
ut there were no injuries and the incident appeared
){0 have been an accident, police said.

"It appears not to have been an explosive," a
Fukuoka prefecture police spokesman said.

The explosion occurred around 9:40 am (0040
GMT) in Fukuoka City, 560 miles southwest of
Tokyo.

"There was a loud bang. There were customers
nearby but because the scale was small, no one was
injured,” Kyodo Newsagency quoted a post office
employee as saying after an A4-sized cardboard
package exploded shortly after being handed over.

Japanese media said police were still investigat-
ing the contents of the package to determine the cause
of the explosion. — MNA/Reuters

Five held accountable for fatal
colliery gas blast in N-W China

Urumaqr, 25 July — Five people, who were accused of being accountatpl
for the coal mine gas blast that claimed 83 lives in Xinjiang Uygur Autono
mous Region, were captured, local government official said on Sunday

-

The five people include Jiang
Jinpeng, former board chairman of the
Shenlong Coal Mine Limited Company
which runs the colliery, Liu Junbo,
head of the coal mine, Ren Yanlu,
director of the mine's production and
technology section, Su Jindu, the
mine's deputy head in charge of work
safety, and Zhou Fuping, the mine
dispatcher who was on duty at the time
of the blast on 11 July, said Chi

mine stopped working, leaving the gas
accumulated in the shafts to reach the
density of explosion and wire sparkles
induced the blast.

In addition, overproduction, absence
of a work safety licence and ill-man-
agement were owed to the tragedy, said
Chi.

The colliery turned out some
180,000 tons of coal in the first half of —

b OB oF

T

this year, far exceeding its annual ca- | A police forensic officer (R) gets ready to enter a flat in a housing estate in
pacity of 30,000 tons and leading to an | Stockwell, south London, on 23 July, 2005. Police were questioning two men
extremely high gas density in the col- | arrested in south London as they combed the city in one of the biggest manhunts
liery shaft. in British history on Saturday for four men wanted for failed bomb attacks on
London’s transport systeMNTERNET

US soldier killed, another injured lllegal construction

Wenhui, deputy secretary of the gov-
ernment of Jichang Hui Autonomous
Prefecture, where the mine is located.

Chi said some ventilators in the

US, allies agree to Poland’s

MNA/Xinhua

UJ

plan to withdraw troops
from Iraq

Warsaw, 25 July—The UnitedStates and its allies
in the US-led coalition in Iraq had agreed to Poland's
plan to withdraw its troops from Iraq by the end of
January, 2006, said Polish President Aleksander
Kwasniewski on Monday.

He said in a public radio speech that Polish Defence
Minister Jerzy Szmajdzinski discussed the issue dur-
ing his US visit on 19 July with US Secretary of De-
fence Donald Rumsfeld.

Kwasniewski also said that Poland completed its fifth
and last large-scale rotation of troops in Iraq in July,
adding Poland had accomplished its important mis-
sion there. —Internet

in southern Afghanistan

KasuL, 25 July— A US soldier was killed and another injured in an
attack by suspected Taleban militants on Sunday in southern Afghan Prg

vince of Helmand, US military said.

"The US forces were on a regular
patrol in northeast Girishk area of
Helmand when a group of about 20
enemy forces attacked them, one US
soldier was killed and another injured,"
US spokesperson Cindy Moor told
Xinhua

"The Afghan interpreter working
for US forces was also wounded in the
attack. The wounded US soldier and

airfield in Kandahar for treatment," she
added.

In the fighting back, US troops
killed one enemy and wounded another
two. The two wounded have also been
sent to the Kandahar airfield, Moor
said.

The extra forces and helicopters
have already been sent from Kandahar
to the area for further investigation,

blamed for loss of
16 lives in

Kunming

Kunming, 25 July—
The dam that collapsed
on Thursday with a loss
of 16 lives in southwest
China's Yunnan Province
was an illegal construc-
tion project, local police
sources said on Sunday
citing initial investigation
results.

The dam of a small

the interpreter were then sent to US

Moor added.—MNA/Xinhua

reservoir collapsed in tor-

US soldier killed by
roadside bomb in Iraq

BacHDAD, 25 July— Military officials said a road-
side bomb has killed a US soldier north of Bagh-
dad.

The death adds to another day of carnage in Iraq.
Suicide car bombers struck twice today in Bagh-
dad.

Officials said the first blast hit a central Baghdad
security checkpoint at daybreak. The Iraqi Defence
Ministry says 12 people and the bomber died, and
18 others were injured. The bomb shook the heart
of town and sent a plume of black smoke over the
area where Saddam Hussein's statue was famously
toppled in April 2003.

About three hours later another bomber hit a
former Saddam Hussein palace being used by the
Ministry of Interior police. Two commandoes were
reported killed and 10 other people injured.

Internet

p

Workers from
Panama Canal
Authority clean the
bottom of Miraflore
floodgate during
maintenance work .
the Panama
Canal near Panam
City, Panama, on 2
July, 2005.

INTERNET

rential rains on early
Thursday morning at
Dagiao Village in Yiliang
County, also injuring 23
villagers.

The reservoir, which
had a storage capacity of
80,000 cubic metres, was
built without any official
approval and there has
been no one in charge of
the management after the
reservoir started opera-
tion.

The dam has fatal con-
struction faults that re-
sulted in the failure of
resisting powerful
rainfalls, according to
technical materials pro-
vided by the local gov-
ernment. — MNA/Xinhua
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Beijing Municipal De-
velopment and Reform
Commission said the
number of permanentresi-
dents in Beijing has risen
2 per cent in the first half
of this year, higher than
the 1.5-per-cent year-on-
year growth projected for
the whole year.

Plus the growing
number of migrants, the
Y¢85 bulging with about
million people, the

6:3“55 ,
commission said in a re-

port to the Beijing Mu-
nicipal People’s Con-
gress, the city’s legisla-
ture, on the city’s eco-
nomic and social devel-
opment during the first
half-year.

Beijing Municipal Sta-
tistics Bureau already an-
nounced earlier the city’s
population was nearing 15
million, 3.6 times of the
figure reported in 1949,
the year New China was
founded.

Permanent residents in Beijing
top 11.7 million

Beuing, 25 July — Permanent residents in Beijing, or holders of “hukou”
— a residence certificate — issued by Beijing’s public security authorities,
have topped 11.7 million, according to the municipal government.

The bureau said
Beijing’s population has
risen by an annual aver-
age of 195,000 over the
past 55 years, but the an-
nual increase was 290,000
in the 14 years from 1991
to 2004. The migrant
population, particularly
rural labourers from other
provinces who are doing
odd jobs in Beijing, ac-
counted for 63 per cent of
population growth in this

period. — MNA/Xinhua

Australia signals willingness to join
Asia Summit

Svpney, 25July — Australia signalled on Sunday that it would likely bow to regional pressure and

sign a peace pact that is a prerequisite for joining a new East Asia Summit later this year.

The 10-member As-
sociation of South-East
Asian Nations has insisted
that Australia, keen for a
stronger voice in Asian
diplomacy and seeking
wider trade ties, sign
ASEAN’s Treaty of Am-
ity and Cooperation be-
fore Canberrais invited to
December’s East Asia
Summit in Malaysia.

The 1976 treaty pro-
hibits the use of force in

ASEAN countries.

Australian Foreign
Minister  Alexander
Downer said he hoped to
negotiate an agreement
with ASEAN members
when they gather in Laos
this week for the group’s
annual meeting.

Asked if Australia
would sign the treaty if a
clarifying statement was
attached that made clear
it would not prejudice

circumstances we would
sign it, but there’s just
those one or two details”.

“On a literal reading
of that treaty, we’ve had
concerns about its impli-
cations for our relations
with non-ASEAN coun-
tries, in particular of
course, the United States,”
Downer said.

“If we can satisfy our-
selves that those concerns
are no longer going to be

priate for us to sign the
treaty,” he told Nine Net-
work television.

ASEAN said in April
that Australia and New
Zealand could only join
the new East Asia Sum-
mit, created by ASEAN
members plus South Ko-
rea, China and Japan in
2004, if they sign the
treaty.

New Zealand has in-
dicated it will sign but

China hopes to boost
renewable energy
cooperation with Spain

Beuing, 25 July — China hopes to strengthen

cooperation with Spain

in the renewable energy

sector, Chinese Vice-Premier Zeng Peiyan said

here on Saturday.
“Actively exploring
renewable energy is an
important principle of
China’s energy develop-
ment strategy,” Zeng said
when he addressed a
China-Spain renewable
energy seminar. Also on
hand was visiting Span-
ish Prime Minister Jose

courage the development
of renewable energy.
“By 2020, we expect
the utilization of renew-
able energy to be equiva-
lent to 400 million tons
of standard coal, raising
the ratio of renewable
energy usage in China’s
total energy consump-

the settlement of regional | other  treaties  or | of any real significance | Australia initially de- LUiSROdﬁgl_leZZ'c_lpater_O. tion from current 7 per
disputes and binds mem- | understandings, Foreign | and the ASEANSs can sat- | scribed the treaty as un- | Zeng ?ald Chm?‘ ‘{Vﬂl ceptto 13 percent,” Zeng
bers from interfering in | Minister ~ Alexander | isfy us to that extent, then | necessary and outdated. | furtheradjust the existing | said. ]
the internal affairs of | Downer said: “In those | I think it would be appro- MNA/Reuters| energy structure and en- MNA/Xinhua
Overall balance of payment Indian Minister concludes Nepal tour | China planted
K athmanbu , 25 July— India’s Minister of State for External Affairs Rao | 4.8 million

surplus widens in Bangladesh

DHaka , 25 July — Despite a huge deficit in the
currentaccountbalance, Bangladesh’s overall bal
ance of payment ( BOP) surplus is set for consol
dation at around 300 million US dollars at the end

Indrajit Singh left for New Delhi on Saturday, wrapping up his three-day visit
to Nepal.

During his stay in Kathmandu,
“Singh had held parleys with vice-

hectares of
trees in 2004

pal’s support for India’s bid for a perma-
nent seat in the United Nations Security

of fiscal 2004-05.

The BOP surplus has
been attributed to large in-
flow of remittances sent
by expatriate Bangla-
deshis, higher grant and
loan disbursement, and
hefty direct investment,
local daily The Financial
Expresseported on Sun-
day.

during July-April of 2004-
05 stood sharply higher at
1.112 billion dollars com-
pared with only 581.8 mil-
liondollars during the same
period of previous fiscal.
The flow of remit-
tances has soared recently,
which experts attributed to
an uneasy situation being

chairmen of the Council

Tulsi Giri and Kirti Nidhi Bista and

Foreign Minister Ra

Pandey and received an audience
from Nepali King Gyanendra on Fri-

day evening.

The Indian minister, who arrived in
Kathmandu on Thursday, sought Ne-

of Ministers

mesh Nath

Council (UNSC).

“India has asked for Nepal’s support
in its bid for a UNSC seat. The issue will
have to be discussed in the Cabinet,
which will take the final decision,” Tulsi
Giri, vice-chairman of the Council of
Ministers, told reporters after his meet-
ing with Singh. — MNA/Xinhua

BEuing, 25 July —
China planted 4.8 million
hectares of trees in six
major forestry projects in
2004, accounting for 86
per cent of its afforested
area of the year, accord-
ingtoabulletin publicized

by the State Forestry Bu-
reau on Saturday.

The Chinese Govern-
mentinvested 35.1 billion

The daily quoted cen- | experienced by many ! yuan (about4.3 billion US
tral bank sources as say- | Bangladeshi expatriates in E _L; _ﬂ . dollars) in the forestation
ingthattheincreased BOP | Westerncountries over ter- . projects in 2004, the bul-

surplus was due “mainly
to a remarkable surplus”
of 783 million dollars in
financial account, particu-
larly for multilateral loans
amounting to 825 million
dollars during the period.
The net foreign direct in-
vestment during the pe-
riod was estimated at 342
million dollars compared
with 321 million dollars
previously.

The central bank said
the total aid disbursement

rorist attacks. They are ei-
ther repatriating bulk of
their earnings or returning
home with entire savings.
Bangladesh received a
record 3.86 billion dollars’
worth of remittances in the
just ended fiscal 2004-05
(July 2004-June 2005), up
about 14.5 per cent over
that of the previous fiscal,
central bank officials was
quoted by the daily as say-
ing.
MNA/Xinhua

)

Microsoft Corp Vlce PreS|dent Peter Moore shows off its new Xbox 360 g
console at Xbox Summit 2005 in Tokyo on 25 July, 2005. Microsoft said

Monday it would launch its Xbox 360 in Japan and Europe in time for th

year-end holiday shopping seasefINTERNET

letin said. A total of 25.32
million hectares of trees
have been added thanks
to the nationwide projects
launched in 1998, which
have cost 126.4 billion
yuan (about 15.6 billion
US dollars), it said.

The projects will cost
more than 700 billion
yuan (about 86.3 billion
PO®dollars) and cover over
O per cent of counties
€across the country.

MNA/Xinhua
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nal Level Workshop on Drug Substitution

YANGON, 26 July — The Ministry of Health
and the Global Fund co-sponsored the national level
workshop on Drug Substitution at Traders Hotel here
yesterday, with an address by Minister for Health Dr
Kyaw Myint.

Also present were Deputy Minister for Health
Dr Mya Oo, President of Myanmar Women’s Af-
fairs Federation Daw Than Than Nwe, President of
Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association
Daw Khin Khin Win, Vice-President of MWAF Daw
Khin Lay Myint and members, officials of the Health

Ministry, guests, officials of the UN agencies, mem-
bers of international and local social organizations
and departmental personnel.

Speaking on the occasion, the minister said
that the aims of the workshop are to fight the men-
ace of the narcotic drugs by providing medical treat-
ment to addicts; and to lower the HIV infection rate.

The workshop plays a vital role in control-
ling the drug menace as it also aims at applying
advance methods like in other nations. The govern-
ment has opened 26 major centres and 40 minor

centres to treat addicts and two youth rehabilitation
centres. The local authorities, local people, the
Health Department and the related departments and
NGOs will have to harmoniously strive to prevent
and control the spread of HIV occurred due to drug
addiction.

Deputy Resident Representative of UNDP Mr
Shahrokh Mohammadi also gave a speech.

Participants of Myanmar and international
organizations then took part in the discussions.

MNA

YANGON, 26 July
— Retired Professor of
Yangon Education Uni-
versity Dr Ma Tin Win
this morning gave talks
on fine traditions of an-
cient universities at
Yangon East University
here.

The talks were
jointly conducted by the
Information Department
of the Myanmar Wom-
en’s Affairs Federation
and Yangon East Univer-

sity. After the talks,
Yangon East University
presented books on gen-
eral knowledge for librar-
ies in rural areas to Min-
istry of Information.

An official of
Thanlyin  Township
Women’s Affairs Organi-
zation presented member-
ship certificates of the or-
ganization to members of
the education family of
the institute.

MNA

Talks on fine traditions of ancient universities held

Head of the Information Division of MWAF Daw Kyi Kyi Win delivers an opening speech at the

talks— DRisTRICT IPRD

Myanmar Green Book
2005/2006 comes out

YANGON, July 26 —
Myanmar Green Book
2005/2006 published by
the Alternative Futures
Media came out today.

The bilingual book
contains addresses of in-
dustries in 18 industry
zones in Myanmar, busi-
nesses in 10 commercial
cities in Myanmar -

Yangon, Mandalay,
Monywa, Pakokku,
Myingyan, Meiktila,

Taunggyi, Kalay, Shwe-
bo, Yanangyoung and
Magway and advertise-
ments were also put in it.

The book is avail-
able on CD-ROM. For
further information, con-
tact Room No — 02-05,
Asia Plaza, at the corner
of Bogyoke Aung San
Street and 38th Street and
dial Phone numbers 09-
90 32344 and the Alter-
native Futures Media
Head Office and its

branches in Mandalay,

myine,Yanangyoung,

Minister looks into

Monywa, Pokokku,
Myingyan, Meiktila,
Taunggyi, Mawla-

Magway, Myaungmya,
Hinthada, Pathein and
Pyay. — MNA

The cover
of

Myanmar

Green
Book i
2005/2006

published
by
Alternative
Futures
Media.

MNA

Drive safely

measures for hydro electric

power project

YANGON, 25 July —
Minister for Electric
Power Maj-Gen Tin Htut,
accompanied by Direc-
tor-General of Hydro-
electric Power Depart-
ment U Win Kyaw and
officials concerned ar-
rived at Nancho creek
hydro electric power
plant, Mandalay Division
on 22 July.

The minister and
party inspected an axis of
the project, sites chosen
for building the diversion
weir, progress in building
approach road and
Nancho creek bridge and
tasks to be carried out.

Nancho creek hydro
electric power plant to be
built on Nancho creek
will produce 4 mega-
watts.

On  arrival at

Paunglaung hydro elec-
tric power plant, the min-
ister and party looked
into generation of elec-
tricity, control room and
building of spillway and
fulfilled the requirements.

On  arrival at
Kunchaung hydro electric
power plant in Pyu, Bago
Division on 23 July, the
minister and party in-
spected measures being
taken for earth work with
the use of heavy machin-
ery and building the spill-
way.

The minister gave
instructions on timely
completion of the project.

The following day,
the minister and party ar-
rived at Yengwe hydro
electric power project in
Kyaukdaga and looked
into progress in building

power station and water
intake structure and gave
necessary instructions to
officials concerned.

The next day, the
minister and party arrived
at Shwegyin hydro elec-
tric power plant and in-
spected earth work and
building of water intake
structure.

Afterwards, the min-
ister gave instructions on
cooperation among the
departments, measures to
be taken for timely com-
pletion of the project
tasks, supervision for
standardization of mate-
rials, systematic drive
and maintenance of ma-
chinery, efficient use of
fuel, cement and iron
rods, worksite safety and
staff welfare and security
measures. — MNA
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Wellwishers donate..

(from page 1)
23,225 across the nation
through the funds of the
government and the public
contributions.

Atotalof 1335 well-
wishers donated 1053.0674
million plus US$ 70252,
Euro Currency 770 and
FEC 10,012 from the first
to ninth donations.

Moreover, social
organizations such as the
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association
and the Maternal and Child
Welfare Association have
been actively taking part in
the project.

As part of the project
fordevelopmentof rural re-
gions, the Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency
(JICA)sank 177 tube-wells
while the Bridge Asia Ja-

drinking water in rural areas
by the Union of Myanmar
Economic Holdings Ltd, K
7.2 million by Managing Di-
rector U Myint Oo and Di-
rector U Shwe Lay of Thiha
Yaza Co Ltd, K 1 million by
Myanmar War Veterans Or-
ganization, K 250,000 by
USDA Headquarters and K
500,000 by Myanmar Ma-
ternal and Child Welfare As-
sociation.

Next, Commander Maj-
Gen Myint Swe accepted K
12,845,000 donated by
wellwishers. Minister at the
Prime Minister’s Office
Brig-Gen Pyi Sone K 4.7
million, Yangon Mayor
Brig-Gen Aung Thein LinK
5,050,000, Minister Col
Thein Nyunt K 3,750,000,
Minister Maj-Gen Sein Htwa
K 2,850,000, Minister Dr

awemfingegennijnebing:

1,250,000, Deputy Minis-
ters for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races

Lt-Gen Thein Sein accepts cash K 500,000 donated by MCWA at cash donation ceremsny.

lages. Regions which re-
ceive less than 39 inches of
rain annually are facing wa-

2000 :-Eﬁﬂn:glﬁg-:u:mﬁgmn S:oog

JB-q- ooy

Lt-Gen Thein Sein accepts cash K 250,000 by USDA Headquarters for supply of pure drinking w@%ﬁi

pan (BAJ) sank 72 tube-
wells.

The UNICEFalsocon-
tributed its shares in the
projectby implementing the
tasks for supply of potable
water in three divisions
from 2001 to 2005.

As supply of potable
wateris being implemented
with added momentum, al-
together 25 townships are
now able to enjoy drinking
water, and Pakkoku Town-
ship will also be able to do
S0.

The Secretary-1 ac-
cepted K 10.8 million do-
nated for supply of pure

rural areas. —mNA

Kyaw Myint K 2 million,
Deputy Minister for Hotels
and Tourism Brig-Gen Aye
Myint Kyu K 4.5 million,
Deputy Minister for Trans-
port Col Nyan Tun Aung K
2,750,000, Deputy Minister
for Labour Brig-Gen Win
Sein K 10.5 million, Deputy
Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Aung Thein K

and Development Affairs
Brig-Gen Than Tun K 1.5
million and Col Tin Ngwe
K 1,750,000.

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen
Thein Sein said that the
DAD has been assigned
duty to develop rural areas
inallaspects, and according
to its list, it needs to ensure
clean water for 23,225 vil-

water supply.

Seven townships in Sgaing
Division, seventownships in Magway
Division and 11 townships in
Mandalay Division now have clean

smemffSnogogernijnobme

drinking water in rural areas— mNa

ter shortages and hardships
infinding water during sum-
mer. The people of the re-
gions had to spend almost
six hours aday to fetch clean
water, and common infec-
tious diseases broke out in
the regions due to contami-
nated water. DAD launched
the 10-year rural clean wa-
ter project in 2000-2001.
The government, the DACs,
wellwishers, social organi-
zations and international
organizations are providing
assistance for the project.
Thanks to the coopera-
tive efforts, of the 8,042 vil-
lages in the three dry re-
gions — Sagaing, Magway
and Mandalay divisions —
7,157 villages or abouteight
million rural people now
have potable water supply.
In other areas that were fac-
water shortages, the
B ensure clean water

supply to 7,152 villages out
of atotal of 15,183 villages.
The department has been
sinking tube-wells in all ar-
eas including the delta and
coastal regions, and sound
foundations are emerging.

Seven townships in
Sagaing Division, seven
townships in Magway Di-
vision and 11 townships in
Mandalay Division now
have clean water supply.
Efforts should be made for
all the villages of the entire
three divisions to have ac-
cess to potable water. At the
ninth donation ceremony,
1,335 persons donated over
K 1053 million, US $
70,252,and FEC 10,012. At
the tenth ceremony, 180
donors presented K
120,857,500 and US $
4,000. The generosity of the
donors is beyond expres-
sion. — MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe accepts cash donated by wellwishers for

supply of drinking water in rural areas- mMna

L'l-'

Minister Col Thein Nyunt accepts cash donated by a wellwisher for supply ofMinister Dr Kyaw Myint accepts cash donated by wellwisher for supply of

drinking water in rural areas— mNa



Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects...

(from page 16)
next proceeded to
Ywathigon Village where
they inspected the har-
vesting of summer paddy
on the farm of U Pauk
Si. They then inspected
supply of irrigation wa-
ter through Letpanche
river-water pumping
project and arrangements
for cultivation of
monsoon paddy and
thriving summer paddy
plantations in Letpanche
village. They next visited
Ohnhne village and in-
spected paddy cultiva-
tion.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint
and party went to the
briefing hall of Kyawzi

river-water pumping
project in Kyawzi village
and gave necessary in-
structions to officials.
The project will benefit
over 700 acres of farm-
land.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint
and party visited the site
for Ngathayauk river-
water pumping project in
Ohnhne village and
Ngathayauk dam project
site. At the briefing hall,
Deputy Director of Con-
struction-7 U Myo Tun
reported on construction
tasks. 74.5 percent of the
project has been com-
pleted so far.

At the departmental
combined office in

Ngathayauk, Lt-Gen Ye
Myint met with depart-
mental officials, mem-
bers of social organiza-
tions and townselders. An
official reported on facts
about the town and im-
plementation of develop-
ment tasks. Commander
Maj-Gen Khin Zaw gave
a supplementary report.
Lt-Gen Ye Myint gave
necessary instructions.
Next they inspected de-
velopment of the town.
Lt-Gen Ye Myint and
party visited Ngathayauk
People's Hospital where
they looked into man's
ward, operation theatre
and X-ray room. To-
gether with the com-
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mander and officials, Lt-
Gen Ye Myint met offic-
ers and other ranks and
their families at the local
battalion of NyaungU
township and urged them
to cooperate with the
people in the tasks of
national defence and de-
velopment work.

Thailand. — MNA
G

U Ye Win appointed as
Ambassador to Thailand

YANGON, 26 July — The Chairman of the
State Peace and Development Council of the Un-
ion of Myanmar has appointed U Ye Win, as Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the
Union of Myanmar to the Kingdom of

Thai Deputy Prime Minister

Sathirathai retu

Dr Surakiart

rns home

cussions on bilateral re-
lations between the two
countries.

Next, the Thai
Deputy Prime Minister
and the Mayor paid hom-
age to Maha Myatmuni
Buddh Image and offered
flowers, light and candles
and Shwethingan to the
image. Afterwards, the
Thai Deputy Prime Min-
ister and party signed in
the visitors’ book and
made cash donations.

After that, the Thai
delegation left by special

Commander Maj-Gén Myint Swe and Mayor
inspect resurfacing of Strand Road in Kyinmyindine townshipyeoMMAND

Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin

Thai Deputy Prime Minister Dr Surakiart
Sathirathai offers Shwethingan to Maha Muni
Buddha Image. —~ina

Commander Maj-Gen Khin Zaw, ministers and guests view the booths on
display at the 26th Special SOM. mxa

flight at 7 pm.

MNA

YAaNGoN, 26 July
— Visiting special envoy
of the Prime Minister of
the Kingdom of Thailand
Deputy Prime Minister
Dr Surakiart Sathirathai
and party arrived at
TadaU International Air-
port, Mandalay Division
by special flight yester-
day evening.

The Thai delega-
tion was welcomed by
Mandalay City Develop-
ment Committee Mayor
Brig-Gen Phone Zaw
Han.

On arrival at VIP
lounge, the Thai delega-
tion together with the
Mayor, they were wel-
comed by Deputy Chief
Justice U Khin Maung
Latt of Supreme Court,
Deputy Attorney-Gen-
eral U Han Shein of the
Attorney-General’s Of-
fice, Director-General of
No 2 Basic Education
Department U Thaung
Khine and senior mili-
tary officers. The Thai
Deputy Prime Minister
and the Mayor held dis-

Thai Deputy Prime Minister Dr Surakiart

26th Specia

(from page 16)
enhance the competitive-
ness in global market. In
this regards, exchange of
modern  technology
among member countries
should be materialized
more effectively.

In his address, he
also said that transfer of
modern technology and
sharing knowledge and
experiences should be
recognized as the impor-
tant measures and he
urged member countries
to seek assistance and
cooperation from the
dialouge partners of the
ASEAN.

As water resources
plays the important role
in boosting crop produc-
tion, the Government of
Myanmar set down the
special programme to
develop the irrigation fa-
cilities throughout the
country. During the last
decade, all together 176
of small, medium and
large scale dams and res-

| SOM-26th...

Regarding the for-
estry sector, he continued
to say that the 1995
Myanmar Forest Policy
has been formulated in a
holistic and balanced
manner within the over-
all context of the environ-
ment and sustainable de-
velopment.

Myanmar is commit-
ted to sustainable forest
management through re-
gional initiatives and
mechanisms. Myanmar is
working hand in hand
with ASEAN members in

different aspects includ-
ing ensuring sustainable
forest management, ca-
pacity building and hu-
man resources develop-
ment, promoting of
ASEAN trade in forest
products and private sec-
tor participation.

He also urged the
senior officials of AMAF
to look forward to the fu-
ture directions underlying
the Strategic Thrusts of
VAP and to formulate
and implement the con-
crete Plan of Action
through realization of the

existing problems and
issues. The host country
chaired the special meet-
ing. It was also attended
by Minister for Forestry
Brig-Gen Thein Aung,
Chairman of Mandalay
City Development Com-
mittee Mayor Brig-Gen
Phone Zaw Han, Secre-
tary of Mandalay Divi-
sion Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Col Kyi
Thein, ministers for agri-
culture and forestry from
ASEAN countries, de-
partmental officials and
invited guests. — MNA

efvoirs have been con-
structed, he said.

Sathirathai makes cash donations to the funds|
Maha Muni Buddha Image. -~a

Commander Maj-Gen Khin Zaw and the ministers pose for a documentary
photo together with ASEAN high-ranking officials v
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YANGON, 26 July —
The inauguration of Myo
Hla (Tatkon) Dam built
by Construction-5 of Irri-
gation Department of the
Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation was held at
the dam in Tatkon Town-
ship, Mandalay Division
yesterday.

Chairman of Manda-
lay Division Peace and
Development Council
Commander of Central
Command Maj-Gen Khin
Zaw and Minister for Ag-
riculture and Irrigation
Maj-Gen Htay Oo deliv-
ered addresses.

Also present were
members of Mandalay
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council,
Chairmen of Yamethin

Dam was opened for
greening of environs and
boosting agricultural pro-
duction and he was
pleased to see that the
dam would contribute to-
wards uplift of socio-eco-
nomic life of local people.
Now is the time the gov-
ernment, the Tatmadaw
and the people have laid
down better foundations
and are implementing the
tasks for emergence of a
genuine discipline-flour-
ishing democratic nation
and for perpetuation of the
country.

The government is
making efforts for strong
economy and uplift of na-
tional education promo-
tion taking advantage of
the prevailing peace and

o

Commander of Central Command Maj-Gen Khin Zaw makes a speech at opening of Myo Hla (Tatkon)

the people. Myo Hla Dam
is one of them.

Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Irrigation is striv-
ing for successful imple-
mentation of the guidance

il

Dam in Mandalay. —mNa

behind when compared
with other regions, for
there was insufficiency
of drinking water.

Inthe time of the State
Peace and Development

Commander of Central Command Maj-Gen Khin Zaw formally opens stone plaque of the dar

District and Tatkon
Township Peace and De-
velopment Councils, de-
partmental officials,
members of the Union
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Association, social
organizations, War Vet-
erans Organization, Fire
Brigade and Red Cross
Brigade, teachers and lo-
cal people.

In his address, Min-
ister Maj-Gen Htay Oo
said Myo Hla (Tatkon)

- 1

MNA

stability in the nation. All-
round development has
been made nationwide due
to the correct way of the
government and practical
implementation.

He said Head of State
Senior General Than
Shwe often gave guidance
onboosting of agricultural
production especially in
the arid zone. Dam
projects and water pump-
ing projects are being car-
ried out in the interest of

Maj-Gen Htay Oo makes a speech at opening

Myo Hla (Tatkon) Dam in Mandalay— mna

of the Head of State. The
damwillirrigate 500 acres
of crops. Four dams and
lakes were repaired for ir-
rigation of 1,300 acres of
land and the ministry is
implementing water sup-
ply project.

He said it is the 44th
dam in Mandalay Divi-
sion and the 176th in the
State. The dam will sup-
ply water to over 3,300
acres of farmland.

Next, Chairman of
Mandalay Division Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Commander of Cen-
tral Command Maj-Gen
Khin Zaw made a speech.
He said that Mandalay Di-
vision, Magway Division
and Sagaing Division are
in the arid zone of the
Upper Myanmar with
scanty rainfall. Apart
from the regions where
there are dams, reservoirs,
lakes and  ponds,
monsoon crops do not
grow well in the zone as
water is scarce.

F Meanwhile, health,

focial and economic sec-
tors in the region lagged

national development in
addition to development of
the region.

Next, a resident of
Tatkon Township, on be-
half of the local people,
expressed thanks for the
emergence of the dam.

After that, the com-
mander and the minister
greeted those present on
the occasion.

Atthe auspicious time,
the commander formally
unveiled the stone inscrip-
tion of the facility. He and
the minister sprinkled
scented water on it.

Next, the commander
and the minister formally
opened the dam.

Later, they had adocu-
mentary photo taken to-

gether with officials of the
project, members of so-
cial organizations and lo-
cal people.

Afterwards, the com-
mander and the minister
inspected the storage of
water and the spillways.

Afterthe opening cer-
emony, the commander
and the minister heard a
report presented by an of-
ficial of the Irrigation De-
partment on the salient
points of the project and
construction of spillway
and diversion weir for
storage of more water
and greening work.

In response to the re-
port, the minister gave
necessary instructions.

MNA

Council, a number of
dams and reservoirs were
built in different parts of
the nation for develop-
mentof agriculture. Ithad
spent a large amount of
funds on the project. At
present, the dam opened
today is the 44th of its
kind in Mandalay Divi-
sion and all the irrigation
facilities in the division
are now benefiting over
372,866 acres of farm-
land.

The newly opened
damis 2,100 feetlong and
80 feet high with a 940
feetlong and 30 feet wide
spillway. It will be able to
benefit 3,300 acres of ir-
rigated lands and contrib-
ute to double and mixed
cropping.

Moreover, arrange-
ments are being made to
supply electricity to
nearby villages through
the dam.

In conclusion, the
commander called on of-
ficials and local people to
safeguard and maintain
the facility for its durabil-
ity as it will contribute to

Birthday of Sayadaw

Bhaddanta Vejjabala held

Y ANGON, 26 July —
The 99th birthday anniver-
sary of Sayadaw of
Yadanamanaung Monas-
tery in Pyay Abhidhaja
Agga Maha Saddhamma
Jotika Bhaddanta Vijjabala
was held in conjunction
with re-ordination cer-
emony at the monastery
on 23 July.

At the ceremony,
the congregation led by
Bago Division (West)
Peace and Development
Council Chairman Brig-
Gen HlaMin took the Five
Precepts from the
Sayadaw and presented
offertories to the Sayadaw
and members of the
Sangha. — MNA

C-in-C (Air) chess c’ship
opens

YANGoON, 26 July —
Chess championship of
Commander-in-Chief
(Air) opened at the regional
station in Toungoo yester-
day.Brig-Gen Kyaw Aung

of the station, on behalf of
the Commander-in-Chief
(Air) gave a speech.
Seven teams are taking
partin the contest thatcon-
tinues till 29 July. —MNA

Mongnong Township Hospital
provided with oxygen tank

Y ANGON, 26 July —
With the aim of providing
the best possible medical
care, officers and other
ranks of the Mongnong
Station in Shan State
(South) on 20 July pro-
vided oxygen tank and two
accessories worth K

170,000 to Mongnong
Township Hospital in
Shan State (South).
Brig-Gen Thaung
Aye of the Station pre-
sented the tank and acces-
sories to Dr Aung Kyaw
Win of the hospital.
MNA



It was when I was in service in Buthidaung.

The road linking Buthidaung and Maungtaw
was only 16 miles long, but it was on May Yu
mountain range. Sometimes wild animals passed
across the road. Situated on a hill top at the border
shared by Buthidaung and Maungtaw was a TV
retransmission station. Wild animals often passed
across the uphill road that led to that station. So, the
staff on duty at the station and security personnel
were worthy of praise.

The whole world will be pleasant and beau-
tiful only when everything is in their proper place
and everyone safeguards the human society and
conserves the environment.

I was completely fascinated by the natural
scenic beauty while I was on the motorboat plying
in May Yu River, that rises from the valleys, north
of Buthidaung, and empties itself into the sea near
Angumaw in Rathedaung Township. May Yu River
was really pleasant with the plantations on both
banks, Awrama mountain range in the east, and
May Yu mountain range in the west.

The plains are meant for helping the people
grow plants, rivers and seas, for producing marine
products, mountain ranges, for conserving water
resources, producing natural resources and creat-
ing natural habitat for beasts and birds.

Therefore, in carrying out respective duties,
one should not interfere in the internal affairs of
others and should not destroy others’ property
deliberately. Only then, will the world be worth
living for the people.

However, there still exist many people who
are seeking means and who are committing acts to
destroy the beauty of the world. Asaresult material
world or natural environment and living beings are
greatly disturbed or affected adversely.

The three catastrophes — war, famine and
epidemic diseases — also destroy the process of the
world and bring tragedies to the people. However,
the world people can overcome such evils through
unity and harmony.

Various types of wars have killed countless
people, ravaged many cities, eliminated many vil-
lages, and jeopardized peace and stability of the
world.

The people should take all necessary precau-

tionary measures in concert in order to avert the
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risks of epidemic diseases and famines. All the people
are responsible for warding off everything that poses
danger to human society. In addition, they are to
prevent dangers, not to cause risks. Only then, will the
world be pleasant and peaceful.

In the world, some are beautifying the environ-
ment while some are destroying it.

Repair of roads means “beautifying the environ-
ment”, and throwing away rubbish and spitting betel
spittle on roads means destroying the beauty of the
environment.

Similarly, making donations and charities rep-
resents enhancing the beauty, and committing crimes,
destructive and terrorist acts means destroying the
beauty.

Carrying out community welfare services with
positive attitude depicts serving the interests of human
society, and perpetrating acts with negative attitude to
upset the public, amounts to destroying the beauty of

human society.

p

One should discharge one’s re‘
sponsibilities by doing one’s bit in a
proper way so as to bring progress tg
one’s motherland and people. Beside]
that, if one has been in harmony with
human society in preserving the enviH
ronment and is benevolent towards
everyone, one can deservedly perceiy
the beauty of the world.

[02]

D

J

One who puts out fires protects the environ-
ment, and one who commits arson harms the beauty of
the environment.

One who builds bridges serves the interests of
human society, and one who destroys them hinders the
development of a nation.

One who prays for the well-being of others is
willing to serve the interests of others, and one who
hatches a sinister plot destroys the progress of others.

The government has been putting into motion a
wide range of projects for national development such
asthe 13 district greening project, Bago Yoma greening
project, and Inlay Lake and its environs greening
project. And it is now upgrading Yangon City to a
garden city of Southeast Asia. Simultaneously, it is
taking measures for greening Yangon City and its
environs and beautifying Kandawgyi Gardens. With-

out doubt, the nation will become a green and peaceful

Tekkatho Hla Maun

land and Yangon City, a garden city if each and
every citizen contributes towards the drive and
maintains the facilities. I learnt a motto from a
friend of mine — The best time to plant a tree was
twenty years ago. The second best time is now.

A house full of books and a garden full of
flowers. Literacy enhances man’s qualifications.
Every citizen should preserve the beauty of the
environment through the knowledge they have
gained from the beneficial publications.

In this regard, steps are to be taken effec-
tively to nurture the entire people to promote their
knowledge. That is why the government is con-
stantly opening libraries and wellwishers donating
publications to the libraries in accord with the motto
“Strive in concert for establishment of a self-reliant
library in every village”.

As a matter of fact, everything is imperma-
nent. Where have gone Rome, Rajagjo, and Savatthi?
Even the earth on which we live will meet its end
one day.

The world will be more pleasant and peaceful
if everyone is equipped with the spirit of goodwill.
The beauties in the secular world are indeed illusory
ones based on man’s delusion.

When one is enlightened, one can enjoy the
absolute beauty of the truth. As one can realize the

essence of the real beauty only when one has insight

B

into the Four Noble Truths, one should practise
meditation so that today’s world will be really
peaceful and pleasant.

It is natural that we people, ordinary human
beings, are fond of enjoying sensual pleasures, so
we cannot view the beauties in the secular world
with indifference. However, one should not perpe-
trate acts with destructive attitude, and should not
act anything without regard for the interests of the
world, the nation and the people either.

One should discharge one’s responsibilities
by doing one’s bit in a proper way so as to bring
progress to one’s motherland and people. Besides
that, if one has been in harmony with human society
in preserving the environment and is benevolent
towards everyone, one can deservedly perceive the
beauty of the world.

I S S S
Translation: MS
Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 24-7-2005
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Suspicious packages found at LA,
no explosives found

Los ANGELEs, 25 July
— Suspicious packages
were found at four Los
Angeles locations on Sun-
day, includingadowntown
train station and a subway
facility, but no explosives
were found, authorities
here said.

With area transit fa-
cilities still under a height-
ened state of alert in wake
of the London bombings,
officials took no chances
when an abandoned
backpack was found at
Union Station around 1:30
pm local time, said Los
Angeles sheriff’s Deputy
Alba Yates.

The station was eva-
cuated until police deter-
mined the backpack con-

tained clothing, Yates said.

Earlier, a suspicious
package was found about
11:30 am at the Metro Red
Line headquarters and the
package also contained
nothing harmful, she said.

The Transit Services
Bureau, whichoversees the
city’s Metro system, re-
mains on an orange or
heightened state of alert,
she said.

Two other suspicious
packages were also found
in the Los Angeles area
Sunday, but no details on
those incidents were im-
mediately available, said a
spokeswoman of the Los
Angeles Police Depart-
ment.

MNA/Xinhua

Police arrest man over London
bombs

Lonpon, 25 July—
British police arrested a
third man over attempted
bomb attacks on London
and defended a shoot-to-
kill policy for suspected
suicide bombers amid
criticism over the mis-
taken killing of a Brazi-
lian.

The man was arrested
on Saturday night as po-
lice hunted four men who
tried to set off bombs on
the city’s transport sys-
tem on Thursday. That
failed attack came two

weeks after suicide bomb-
ers linked by offiicials
to al-Qaeda killed 52
people.

Police arrested the
man in south London,
where two other men had
been detained on Friday, a
spokesman said.

Police have not sug-
gested any of those held is
one of the four prime sus-
pects shown in closed cir-
cuittelevision pictures re-
leased by police with an
urgent public appeal for
help.— MNA/Reuters

British police say more innocents could die

Lonpon, 25 July —
British police say more
members of the public
could be shot in error as
they escalate their battle
against terrorism and hunt
for four men who tried to
set off explosions on Lon-
don’s transport system last
week.

The warning comes
after police, who are en-
gaged in one of the big-
gest manhunts in British
history, mistakenly shot
dead a Brazilian man on
Friday, thinking he was a
suicide bomber.

Britain’s most senior
policeman, Ian Blair, de-
fended the shoot-to-kill
policy for dealing with
suspected suicide bomb-
ers and said police were in
arace against time to find
those behind last Thurs-
day’s attempted bombings

in bomb hunt

of three underground
trains and a bus, the sec-
ond attack on the capital
in two weeks.

“Thisisaterrifying set
of circumstances for indi-
viduals to make deci-
sions,” Blair told Sky
News television. “Some-
body else could be shot.”

Electrician  Jean
Charles de Menezes, 27,
was shot five times in the
head after being chased
onto anunderground train
by undercover police, wit-
nesses said.

The shooting has
sparked intense debate
about the shoot-to-kill
policy in a country which
takes prides in having a
largely unarmed police
force. Only 10 per cent of
police in Londonroutinely
carry weapons.

But in the days since

the July 7bombing of three
trains and a bus in London
in which 52 people were
killed and 700 wounded,
Britain’s newspapers and
television news broadcasts
have been filled with im-

Small bomb explodes in Cairo, carrier hurt

CaIro, 25 July — A
small bomb exploded in a
southwestern suburb of
Cairo on Sunday, se-
riously injuring the man
who was carrying it, po-
lice sources said.

The explosion, ap-
parently from a primitive
nail bomb, took place in
the entrance to the man’s
apartment building, they
said. They named him as
Sami Gamal Ahmed, 33,
who works at Qasrel-Ainy

hospital in central Cairo.

Ahmed was in criti-
cal condition in hospital
with many nails embed-
ded in his body. There
were no other casualties
and little damage to the
building, the sources said.

There was no known
link with the three big ex-
plosions that killed up to
88 people at hotels and
shopping areas in the
Egyptian Red Sea resort
of Sharm el-Sheikh on

Saturday, they added.

The sources, who
asked not to be named,
said the man was entering
the building, bringing the
bomb with him, when it
exploded. He lived alone
in the suburb of Kafr
Tuhurmus.

In April, a small Is-
lamist group carried out
two bombings in Cairo,
apparently aimed at tour-
ists. The bombers died.

MNA/Reuters

ages of heavily armed po-
lice on the streets of Lon-
don. Raids by police across
the capital and scores of
security alerts have height-
ened the already tense at-
mosphere in the city. Po-
lice arrested a third man
under anti-terrorism laws
on Saturday.

Interior Minister
Charles Clarke, who on
Sunday postponed a fam-
ily holiday, also defended
the shoot-to-kill policy,
under which police marks-
men are being told to aim
for the head rather than
the chesttokill asuspected

bomber.— MNA/Reuterd

Cypriot tourists return from Egypt's Sharm

Nicosia, 25 July—
Around 165 Cypriot tour-
ists, who had been spend-
ing their holidays in the
Egyptian resort of Sharm
el-Sheikh which was hit
by multiple bomb attacks
on Saturday, returned to
the island on early Sun-
day morning.

The tourists went
back to Cyprus overnight
inaspecial chartered flight
of Cyprus Airways.

A spokesman of the
Embassy of Cyprus in

el-Sheikh

Egypt said among those
who returned was a Cyp-
riot who was slightly in-
jured in the attacks.

Around 130 Cypriots
decided to remain in the
Egyptian resort and re-
turn on Monday or Tues-
day as scheduled.

The Cypriot Foreign
Ministry, which is in con-
tact with other European
countries regarding the
attacks, has so far not is-
sued a travel advisory for
the area.

Three bomb attacks
hit Sharm el-Sheikh on
Saturday, killing at least
88 people and wounding
some 200. The resort has
been an attractive tourism
destination especially for
Westerners.

MNA/Xinhua

Donate
blood
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Florida mailman wins Hemingway
look-alike contest

Key WEesT (Florida), 25 July— A Florida mailman credited his persistence with winning Key West'’s
annual Ernest Hemingway look-alike competition, beating nearly 160 snowy-haired men resembling t|
Nobel Prize-winning US writer.

Bob Doughty, 61, of
Deerfield Beach, Florida,
a US Postal Service letter
carrier clad in a wool ca-
bleknit turtleneck, said his
favourite Hemingway
book was The Old Man
and The Sea.

He won the contest,
held late on Saturday, on
his 13thattempt. “Longev-
ity and patience. Keep try-
ing,” he said.

The 25th annual
Hemingway Days festival,
in this island city at the tip
of the Florida Peninsula,
celebrates the 21 July
birthday of Hemingway,

born 106 years ago.

At this year’s event,
competition organizers
welcomed Richard
Hemingway, 44, of
Davison, Michigan,
onstage as the fourth and
youngest child of Ernest
Hemingway, who com-
mitted suicide in 1961, in
Ketchum, Idaho.

“I'wasborn five days
before Ernest died,” said
Richard Hemingway,
who recently started us-
ing the writer’s last name
after being known as Ri-
chard Steel.

He said he learned

at age 43 that Ernest
Hemingway was his father.
His mother, a one-time
Key West resident and
friend of playwright Ten-
nessee Williams, told him
the news shortly before she
died. Ernest Hemingway
secretly married his mother
whilelivingin Cuba, likely
while alsomarried to fourth
wife Mary, and supported
her financially, said Rich-
ard Hemingway, who de-
scribed himself as a ma-
chinist, amateur inventor
and poet and song writer.

His mother passed on
advice from Ernest

Hemingway, telling Rich-
ard Hemingway not to
study great classical
literature.

“Hebelieved it would
keep writers from devel-
oping their own style,” he
said. “I stayed away from
the great books of litera-
ture.”

While in high school,
Richard Hemingway read
The Hobbit and The Lor
of the Rings by JRR
Tolkien. “I would have
taken writing more seri-
ously ifThadknown Ernest
was my father.”

of eight children from an

Cuban capital coinciding

on § July.

plications developed.

MNA/

Havana on health alert
after eight children die

Havana, 25 July — Cuban health authorities
urged Havana residents on Sunday to take extra
"Rygiene precautions as they investigate the deaths

unknown cause.

A government communique said that there had
been an increase in digestive and respiratory ill-
nesses reported over the last two weeks in the

with power, cooking gas

and water problems, in part caused by Hurricane
Dennis, which passed a few miles east of Havana

The statement said children were particularly sus-
ceptible, and in some cases high fever and other com-

“In this context eight deaths among minors have

occurred which are being meticulously investigated,”

Hthe communique, broadcast during the government’s
nightly television newscast, said.

While children die at high rates in developing
countries from various diseases, such deaths are rare in
Communist Cuba, which takes pride in a relatively
well-developed and free health care system.

MNA/Reuters

A flock of seagulls in search of food morsels swoops towards a passeng P

-J‘

|

board a Greek ferry sailing along the Athens coasINTERNET

BTitish scientist who linked smoking to cancer dies

Lonpon, 25 July — Sir Richard Doll, the British scientist whose research
first established the link between smoking and lung cancer, has died aged 92.

Oxford University
said Doll, who gave up
smoking after his
groundbreaking work in
the late 1940s, died on
Sunday in hospital after a
short illness.

“His pioneering epi-
demiological work has led
to the dramatic reduction
in smoking rates in Brit-
ainoverthe past50years,”
John Hood, the universi-
ty’s vice-chancellor, said
in a statement. “This re-

3 %ﬁCh has saved many
millions of lives.” One of
the world’s most re-

nowned epidemiologists,
Doll warned in a 1950
study, co-written with Sir
Austin Bradford Hill, that
smoking was a major
cause of lung cancer.
Their early results
showed that smokers were
much more likely to die of
lung cancer than non-
smokers, while longer-
term results linked ciga-
rettes to heart disease and
other illnesses.“It wasn’t
long beforeitbecame clear
that cigarette smoking
may be to blame,” Doll
once said of his research.

“I gave up smoking two-
thirds of the way through
that study.”

Doll caused contro-
versyin2001 when he said
in a BBC radio interview
that “the effects of other
people smoking in my
presence is so small it
doesn’t worry me”.

He was knighted by
Queen Elizabeth in 1971
and received a string of
international prizes, in-
cluding the United Na-
tions award for cancer re-
search in 1962.

MNA/Reuters

Mexico reopens oil port,
tropical storm "Gert" lands

Mexico City, 25 July— Mexico reopened g
major oil exporting port in the Gulf of Mexico on
Sunday as tropical storm Gert made landfall far-
ther north on Mexico’s southeastern coast, offi

cials said.

The port of Pajaritos
at Coatzacoalcos in
Veracruz State reopened
on Sunday afternoon, an
official at the port said.
It had been closed on
Sunday morning amid
high seas and strong
winds.

Gertlashed the coast
with heavy rains and
sustained winds near 45
miles per hour as it made
landfall on Sunday
evening near Tampico
in Tamaulipas State, of-
ficials with Mexico’s
civil protection agency
said.

Rainfall of 4 to 8

inches and as much as 12
inches in some areas was
expected across eastern
Mexico, where some
towns were still struggling
to recover from Emily’s
punch, the National Hur-
ricane Centre in Miami
said.

Over 10 million Nigerian children unregistered

Lacos, 25 July — A backlog of more than 10 million children in Nigeria,
Africa’s most populous country, was unregistered, the country’s Nationa

Population Commission chairman said four months ahead of its 2005 censy

Chief Samu’ila Makama blamed the
situation on the zero funding of the com-
mission from 2001 to 2004, the official
News Agency of Nigeriaeported
Saturday.The commission once invoked
the provision of the law on vital registra-
tion which empowered it to charge 200
naira (about 1.5 US dollars) as registra-
tion fee for late registration.

But this compounded the problem as
most parents were not able to pay the
money and could not register their chil-
dren, Makama said. About three-quarters

of Nigeria’s

than one dol

effect from 1

parents once

130-million-strong popula-

tion still live in abject poverty on less

lar per day.

Makama noted that the penalty fee
of 200 naira had been reversed with

July, to enable the commis-

sion to achieve its aim of 100 per cent
birth registration this year.
“T will also like to announce to all

again that all births are reg-

istered free of charge within the first 60
days of birth and the first 30 days in the
case of death,” he added —MNA/Xinhua

“These rains could
cause life-threatening
flash floods and mud
slides, especially in
areas previously af-
fected by Hurricane
Emily,” the hurricane
centre said. Local offi-
cials blamed four deaths
on Emily.

MNA/Reuterg

Over three million people in Niger affected by drought

ADDIS ABABA, 25 July
—The African Union (AU)
said Saturday drought com-
pounded with locust out-
breaks has affected more
than three million people
in Niger, most devas-
tatingly children.

The pan-African

body, through its Policy
Committee of the Spe-
cial Emergency Assist-
ance Fund for Drought
and Famine in Africa
(SEAF) considered the
drought and famine situ-
ation in the country, ac-
cording to a Press re-

lease sent from the AU
headquarters.

The problem is
likely to increase unless
coordinated urgent ac-
tions are taken to con-
trol the situation, the
release said.

MNA/Xinhua

Germany to
ban private
<. flights over

Berlin

BErLIN, 25 July —
Germany plans to intro-
duce a ban on flights by
private planes over cen-
tral Berlin after a small
aircraft crashed on Friday
near the Reichstag Par-
liament building and
Chancellor  Gerhard
Schroeder’s office.

“We will introduce a
no-fly zone forrecreational
planes over the govern-
ment quarter,” German
Transport Minister
Manfred Stolpe told anews
conference on Sunday.

“This will prevent
hobby pilots and private
planes from flying over
the areanear the Reichstag
and the Chancellery.”

MNA/Reuters
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Beckham in tunnel bust-up after spitting row

Tokvo, 26 July— David Beckham was involved in a furious halftime bust
up after accusing a Tokyo Verdy player of spitting at him during a pre-seaso

game on Monday.

JEMEAS

Real Madrid’'s David Beckham of
Britain protests against Japan’s
Tokyo Verdy’s rough play during the|

friendly match at Ajinomoto Stadium

in Tokyo on 25 July, 2005:INTERNET

The England captain and Real Madrid
teammates Ronaldo and Michel Salgado
tried to force their way into Verdy's
changing room to get to Kazuyuki Toda
after an ugly clash on the pitch.

"Toda spat in my face," Beckham told
Reuters after Real's shock 3-0 defeat.
"That in life is horrible but in football no
players like that.

"Our players saw it and they weren't
happy about it."

Asked what happened in the tunnel at
halftime, Beckham smiled: "Only hand-
bags but nothing much. Justa few words
exchanged, nothing more."

Beckham became embroiled in a run-
ning feud with former Tottenham
Hotspur midfielder Toda early on in
Real's fourth match of their six-game
pre-season tour.

Real coach Vanderlei Luxemburgo
blamed Verdy hard man Toda for trying
to provoke Beckham.

"Toda was very dirty," he told report-
ers. "He kicked Beckham when the ref
wasn't looking. At halftime some of the
players got over-excited."

Toda, who left the pitch on a stretcher
with damaged ligaments in his right arm
after a late tackle, denied that he had
deliberately spat at Beckham.

"Beckham kicked me and I swore at

Kahn doubtful as Trapattoni returns to old
club Bayern

FrRANKFURT, 26 July— Bayern Munich could be without goalkeeper Oliver
Kahn when they begin their League Cup defence with a semifinal against VB

Stuttgart on Tuesday.

The Germany international was
forced out of training on the eve of the
game with a back problem and may
have to make way for the 21-year-old
Michael Rensing as Bayern make their
debut in the traditional pre-season com-
petition. Tuesday's game at Bayern's
new World Cup stadium will see both
Stuttgart coach Giovanni Trapattoni and
his opposite number Felix Magath con-
fronting their former clubs.

Trapattoni, the experienced Italian
who replaced Matthias Sammer as Stutt-
gart coach last month, had two spells in
charge at Bayern, winning the
Bundesliga title in 1997.

Magath joined Bayern last year after
three-and-a-half seasons at Stuttgart,
during which he saved the club from
relegation and turned them into one of

Bayern's biggestrivals. "Naturally, I want
to win," Trapattoni said. "I have some
great friends in Bavaria but friendship
stops when the first whistle blows."

While Bayern were given a bye
through to the semifinal stage, Stuttgart
had to come through a tiring quarterfinal
against Hertha Berlin on Saturday, win-
ning on penalties after a goalless draw in
90 minutes.

Jon Dahl Tomasson, the Denmark
striker who scored the shoot-out winner,
will once again start the match on the
bench. Schalke 04, runners-up to Bayern
in the Bundesliga last season, take on
Werder Bremen in the second semifinal
on Wednesday. The final takes place in
Leipzig on August 2, three days before
the start of the Bundesliga season.

MNA/Reuters

him," he said. "Some spit flew but it
ydidn't hithim. That's why he got angry I
think.

"They were fouling a lot and so were
we. But Beckham kicked me and that
annoyed me." Verdy's caretaker man-
ager Nobuhiro Ishizaki tried to calm his
players after the blazing tunnel row.

"I told the players I didn't want them
going out committing fouls and upset-
ting Real's players," he said. "But it was
avery physical game and these things
happen."

Beckham played almost an hour after
missing Saturday's 3-2 victory over
Beijing Guo'an with a hamstring injury.
Real take on J-League side Jubilo Iwata
on Wednesday before finishing their
money-spinning tour with a friendly in
Thailand.— MNA/Reuters

Inter Milan kick off tour with win at Leicester

LeicesTer (England), 26 July— Inter Milan launched their pre-season tour
of England with a 2-1 win over Second Division Leicester City on Monday.

The Serie A side announced on Satur-
day they were pulling out of the tour
because of safety fears following the
London bombings earlier this month,
only to reverse their decision 24 hours
later.

Leicester were sunk by goals from
Santiago Solari and Lampros Choutos.
Substitute Chris O'Grady replied with a
penalty for the home team.

Roberto Mancini's side will continue
their four-match tour with a game against
Second Division Crystal Palace on

Wednesday.

Coach Mancini said his players were
not unduly worried about playing in
London.

"From Milan to Rome to London, the
fear is the same," he told reporters.
"There's not a huge fear because of play-
ing in London, any more than playing in
other places."

Inter are also due to play Premier
League Portsmouth and Second Divi-
sion Norwich City on their tour.

MNA/Reuters

Ferguson search

Beuing, 26 July— Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson is close
settling on his strongest side as the Premier League team continue their pn

season tour of Asia.

United face Chinese side Beijing
Guo'an on Tuesday in the second game
of the tour after a 2-0 victory over Hong
Kong on Saturday.

"What we've been trying to do in the
past two to three games is play two
teams, one in each half. But tomorrow,
we'll be changing that policy. We will
play a team we think is one of our
strongest," Ferguson told a news confe-
rence on Monday.

He said he was anxious to settle on a
consistent team with a Champions
League qualifier looming next month.

The United manager is also searching

ing for consistency

for a player to fill the considerable boots
of his captain Roy Keane, who is due to
retire when his contract expires at the
end of next season.

"I've been experimenting with Alan
Smith in the centre midfield, because
we're talking about how to find another
Roy Keane," Ferguson said.

"Of course, that's impossible. There
are no replicas of these types of players."

Keane, 34 next month, is not in Asia
because of injury, though there were
reports over the weekend of a recent
training ground row with Ferguson.

MNA/Reuters|

Real Madrid slump to 3-0 defeat in Tokyo

Tokyo, 26 July— Real Madrid suffered an embarrassing 3-0 defeat by
Tokyo Verdy on Monday in the first of two pre-season games in Japan.

The Spanish club were stunned by a
team who had conceded 26 goals in
their last six games and recently fired
Argentine coach Osvaldo Ardiles.

Daigo Kobayashi gave Verdy a shock
lead after seven minutes and Real's prob-
lems mounted when Brazilian striker
Washington slid home the second goal
in the 27th minute.

England striker Michael Owen went
close in the 35th minute but Real were
caught out again eight minutes after the
break by Takuya Yamada's near-post
header.

David Beckham started after missing
Saturday's 3-2 win over China's Beijing
Guo'an with a hamstring injury.

The England captain was involved in
a simmering feud with former
Tottenham Hotspur midfielder
Kazuyuki Toda that threatened to spill
over as the teams left the pitch at
halftime.

"Some of their players were very dirty
especially the number six Toda," Real
coach Vanderlei Luxembourgo told re-
porters. "He kicked Beckham when the
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Real Madrid’s forward Ronaldo of Brazil (R) fights for the ball with Tokyo

Verdy's defender Kenta Togawa during the first half of their international
friendly match at Ajinomoto Stadium in Tokyo on 25 July, 20Q%tErRNET

referee wasn't looking."

Luxembourgo acknowledged that Re-
al's punishing pre-season tour was be-
ginning to take its toll.

"The fatigue showed today," he said.
"Real Madrid want to win things but we
also have to think of business."

Beckham's last contribution before
being taken off in the 58th minute was an
audacious free kick from the halfway
line that almost caught out Verdy goal-
keeper Yoshinari Takagi. Real had al-
ready cancelled Tuesday's training ses-
sion with the players complaining of
fatigue and they lacked urgency and crea-
tive spark.

They began the pre-season tour with
victories over Mexico's Chivas
Guadalajara and the Los Angeles Galaxy
in the United States.

Real's six-match trip is set to earn the
club around 25 million US dollars but
there were swathes of empty seats among
the crowd of 30,000 in Tokyo.

Real play Jubilo Iwata on Wednesday
before finishing the tour with a friendly

in Bangkok. — MNA/Reuters
) -
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Egyptian police fight battles as blast probe wideng e et ot we
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Wednesiay, 27 July

Tune in today:

8.30 am Brief news
8.35 am Music:
Justbetween you
& me (April
Wine)
Perspectives
Music:
Iron horse
(Motorhead)
National news/
Slogan
Music: Rainbow
theme (Frozen
Rainbow)
International
news
Music: Wise man
(Uriah Heep)
1.30 pm News/Slogan
140 pm Lunchtime music
-Keep searching
(Del Shanon)
-A lover’s conea
to (Toys)
-Dancing on the
Saturday night
(Barry Blue)
-Green green
grass of home
(BT Jone)
9.00 pm Variations on a
tune
-Words
9.15 pm Article/Music
9.25pm Music at your
request
-Take a bow
(Madonna)
-Nothing gonna
change my love
for you (George

8.40 am
8.45am

8.50 am

9.00 am

9.05am

9.10 am

Tueday, 26 July, 2005

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain has been
isolated in Kayah State and lower Sagaing Division,
scattered in Mandalay and Magway Divisions and
widespread in the remaining areas with locally
heavyfalls in Mon State. The noteworthy amounts of
rainfall recorded were Thaton (4.13) inches,
Mawlamyine (3.58) inches, Mudon (3.05) inches,
Hpa-an (2.99) inches and Maungtaw (2.56) inches.

Maximum temperature on 25-7-2005 was 86°F.
Minimum temperature on 26-7-2005 was 70°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 26-7-2005 was
100%.

Total sunshine hours on 25-7-2005 was (1.4)
hours approx. Rainfalls on 26-7-2005 were 0.67 inch
at Mingaladon, 0.70 inch at Kaba-Aye, 0.91 inch at
central Yangon.

Total rainfalls since 1-1-2005 were 42.56 inches
at Mingaladon, 41.61 inches at Kaba-Aye and 46.89
inches at central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at
Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 14 mph from Southwest at
(14:35) hours MST on 25-7-2005.

Bay inference: According to the observations at
(09:30) hours MST today, yesterday’s low pressure
area over Northwest Bay still persists. Monsoon is
strong to vigorous in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 27-7-200%Rain
will be isolated in Kayah State and lower Sagaing
Division, scattered in Southern Shan State, Manda-
lay and Magway Divisions and widespread in the
remaining areas with likelihood of isolated heavyfalls
in Rakhine and Mon States, Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions. Degree of certainty is 80%.

State of the seaSqualls with rough seas will be
experienced at times off and along Myanmar Coasts.
Surface wind speed in squalls may reach 40 mph.

Outlook for subsequent two days:Strong
monsoon.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 27-7-2005: Some rain. Degree of certainty is
100%.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 27-7-2005:Isolated rain. Degree of certainty is
80%.
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Lt-Gen Ye Myint inspects measures being taken for earth work by the use of heavy machinery at worksite of Nyaungd wirport.

g
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YANGON, 26 July —
Member of the State
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Ye Myint
of the Ministry of Defence
inspected NyaungU Air-
port on 24 July morning.
He was accompanied by
Mandalay Division PDC
Chairman Central Com-
mand Commander Maj-
Gen Khin Zaw, Magway
Division PDC Chairman

Col Phone Maw Shwe
and departmental officials.

First, Lt-Gen Ye
Myint inspected the
lounge and cargo inspec-
tion room. At the brief-
ing hall of the airport
runway extension project,
Aviation Department Di-
rector General U Tun
Hlaing reported on con-
struction tasks. Deputy
Minister for Transport

Col Nyan Tun Aung gave
a supplementary report.
Lt-Gen Ye Myint gave
instructions on timely
completion of the project
meeting the set standards
and measures to tighten
security and inspected
earth work being carried
out with the use of heavy
machinery. Next, Lt-Gen
Ye Myint and party went
to the briefing hall of

Kyaukku river-water
pumping project being
implemented near
Myaynelay village in
NyaungU Township. Di-
rector U Maung Maung
Lwin of Water Resource
Utilization Department U
Maung Maung Lwin re-
ported on work being car-
ried out and future tasks.
Lt-Gen Ye Myint gave
necessary instructions.

At the mile post (2/
4) on NyaungU
Myingyin motor road
construction of canals
and left necessary instruc-
tions. Lt-Gen Ye Myint
next visited the
Thukaungte river-water
pumping project near
Auknyint Village and
stressed the need for of-
ficials to complete the
project in time and to

meet the set standards.
On arrival at the
Thithtaungtaung village,
Lt-Gen Ye Myint looked
into cultivation of
monsoon paddy on the
farm of U Hla Kyaw and
thriving paddy plantation
of Daw San with the use
of Ngathayauk river-wa-
ter pumping station. Lt-
Gen Ye Myint and party
(See page 9)

YANGON, 26 July —
The 26th Special Senior
Officials Meeting of
ASEAN Ministers for
Agriculture and Forestry
hosted by Myanmar took
place today at Sedona
Hotel in Mandalay.
Chairman of Manda-
lay Division Peace and
Development Council
Commander of the Cen-
tral Command Maj-Gen
Khin Zaw made an ad-
dress. In his address he
said Mandalay Division,
moving forward to the
transition of market
economy has experi-
enced with economic
activities, mostly relying

on agriculture. Since an-

Commander Maj-Gen Khin Zaw add

-

resses the 26th Special

SOM-26th AMAF in Sedona Hotel, Mandalay.

£ 1N

cient time of Myanmar
Kingdom irrigation
schemes were estab-
lished in this division for

)

Minister
Maj-Gen
Htay Oo

the 26th
Special
SOM-26th
AMAF in
Sedona
Hotel,
Manda-

lay.

addresses

Despite low rainfall in most areas o
Mandalay Division, establishment off
dams and reservoirs contributes to
wards the development of agriculture.

agricultural development.
Despite low rainfall in
most areas of Mandalay
Division, establishment of
dams and reservoirs con-
tributes towards the devel-
opment of agriculture.
Various kinds of crops
such as rice, oil crops,
pulses, cotton, sugarcane,
coffee, tea, vegetables and
fruit have been grown up
to 152 per cent.
Agro-based indus-

tries and industrial zones
are also being established
to generate the job oppor-
tunity in order to allevi-
ate poverty and food se-
curity in the region as
well. Exerted efforts are
also being given to the re-
forestation for greening
in the region to preserve
the natural environment
and sustainable develop-
ment of agriculture. As
favorable topographic na-

ture and location in cen-
tral Myanmar, road and
rail net-working are link-
ing diversely to facilitate
transportation of goods
not only to different re-
gions in the country but
also to increase border
trade with China and In-

dia, he added. Minister
for Agriculture and Irri-
gation of Myanmar Maj-
Gen Htay Oo also made
an address. He said it is
necessary to improve the
quality and standardization
of ASEAN products to
(See page 9)
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INSIDE

One should discharge one’s responsibilitles
by doing one’s bit in a proper way so as to brjng
progress to one’s motherland and people. Bes|des
that, if one has been in harmony with human|so-
ciety in preserving the environment and is pe-
nevolent towards everyone, one can deser
perceive the beauty of the world.

PERSPECTIVES




