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Four political objectives Four economic objectives Four social objectives

* Stability of the State, community peace * Development of agriculture as the base and all-roun * Uplift of the morale and morality of
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and development of other sectors of the economy as well the entire nation
order * Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integ-

* National reconsolidation system rity and preservation and safeguard-

* Emergence of a new enduring Stat * Development of the economy inviting participation in ing of cultural heritage and national
Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments fron character

* Building of a new modern develope sources inside the country and abroad * Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation in accord with the new State| * The initiative to shape the national economy must be ke * Uplift of health, fitness and education
Constitution in the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of the entire nation
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and Maj-Gen Saw Tun
(See page 8)
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cil Lt-Gen Thein Sein.

Present on the oc-
casion were Vice-Chair-
men of the Central Organ-

YANGON, 27 June—
The first day session of
Myanmar War Veterans
Organization Conference

(2005) was held at the
Myanmar Convention
Centre on Mindhamma
Road in Mayangon

Township here this morn- | Organization Central Or-
ing with an opening ad- | ganizing Committee Sec-
dress by Chairman of | retary-1 of the State Peace
Myanmar War Veterans and Development Coun-
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Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngary.
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To root out danger of
narcotic drugs

Oppose those relying on external eleme
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stabil

* O F X %

nts, acting as stooges, holding negative vie
ity of the State and progress of the nation

Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

The 19th Ceremony of the Destruction o
Seized Drugs organized by the Central Com
mittee for Drug Abuse Control was held on 26
June in the compound of Drug Elimination
Museum in Yangon. It was attended by Secrg
tary-1 of the State Peace and Development Cou
cil Lt-Gen Thein Sein, diplomats, local and for-|
eign journalists and guests.

The Government of the Union off
Myanmar is going to extraordinary lengths to
root out the danger of narcotic drugs that can
cause the extinction of the human race. As
result, during the last five years, Myanmar
gained greater momentum in its efforts for elimi-
nation of narcotic drugs and achieved conside
able success.

Myanmar has been implementing the 15
year plan for combating narcotic drugs and re-
ducing the cultivation and production of nar-
cotic drugs since 1999-2000 and it has been fou
that the goals of the first five-year plan havg
been successfully implemented.

In implementing the 15-year plan for drug
elimination, such approaches as elimination g
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Garbage trucks converted into CNG vehicles

YANGON, 27 June —
Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee has
been converting its gar-
bage trucks from oil to
natural gas power vehi-
cles.

YCDC Chairman
Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin this morning
inspected CNG (Com-
pressed Natural Gas)-
powered vehicles of
YCDC at the Factory and
Vehicle Department in
Mingala Taungnyunt
Township. The mayor
this morning also went

to Dawbon Township
and inspected stone

crushing, production of
tar and stone slabs by

the minister attended to
the needs. —MNA

the Engineering Depart-
ment of YCDC. Next,

production, elimination of drug abuse and en{
listing public and international cooperation are
being taken.

To reduce the production of narcotic
drugs, the government has been implementin
the New Destiny Project since April, 2002, &
part of the 15-year plan and has achieved su
cess.

According to the report of UNODC, poppy
cultivation in Myanmar dropped 13 per cent in
2002, 24 per cent in 2003 and 29 per cent
2004. The opium yield survey conducted anny
ally in collaboration with the US has also show
88 per cent drop in production and 81 per cen
drop in cultivation during the nine-year period
from 1996 to 2004.

Drastic drop in cultivation and produc-
tion of narcotic drugs is due to the serious con
mitment and close supervision of the govern
ment, active cooperation of regional authorities
local leaders of national races and local peopl
Moreover, drop in cultivation and production
of narcotic drugs can be attributed to the fact
that the living standard of national races in
border areas has become higher as a result
the government’s border area development plan,
24-region development plan and five rural de
velopment tasks.

We believe that Myanmar is determined
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F & R Deputy Minister
receives Japanese guests:

il T
Deputy Minister Col Hla Thein Swe receives
Vice-Executive Chairman of Daiwa Institute o
Research Ltd. — F&R

YANGON, 27 June — Deputy Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Col Hla Thein Swe received Mr
Koichi Suzuki and party of Daiwa Institute of Re-
search Ltd of Japan at his office this morning.

Also present on the occasion were Vice-Gov-
ernor of the Central Bank of Myanmar U Than Nyein
and officials. — MNA

Bridges on Yangon-Manda-
Slay rail road being upgraded

YANGON, 27 June —Deputy Minister for Rail
Transportation U Pe Than on 22 June met with sen-
ior engineers of the ministry and gave instructions
on upgrading of the bridges along Yangon-Bago-
Toungoo-Pyinmana rail road.

The deputy minister the next day inspected
the upgrading of Pyinmana Station and construction
of the level crossing at the junction of Ayela-Lewe-
Kyatpyay motor road and Yangon-Mandalay rail
road.

Afterwards, the deputy minister went to the
construction site of Hsinthay Creek Bridge which is
situated on Pyinmana-Myohaung rail road section.
At the briefing hall, a project engineer reported to
him on completion of approach structure and pillars
of the bridge that will be 345 ft long. Next, the deputy
minister inspected the construction work.

On 24 June, Deputy Minister U Pe Than ar-
rived at the construction site of the level crossing on
the approach road of Yadanabon Bridge in Manda-
lay.

After hearing report on construction work pre-
sented by an engineer in-charge with the use of charts,
the deputy minister fulfilled the requirements.

In Mandalay, the deputy minister met with staff
of the departments under the ministry. — MNA

to make continued efforts for elimination of
narcotic drugs under the 15-year plan throughi
active cooperation with the neighbours, the na|
tions in the region and sub-region and interna:
\tional organizations. Y,

U M;aung Maung Gyi of Hninsigon Home for th
Aged accepts K 100,000 donated by Dr Thant
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(in USA) on his birthday anniversary. H
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Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin inspects assembling of CNG-powered
garbage trucks of YCDC at the Factory and Vehicle Department in
Mingala Taungnyunt Township. ¥CDC
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Chinese dancers )
perform during a
ceremony to unveil th
slogan for the Beijing
2008 Olympic Game
in Beijing, China, on
26 June, 2005. Chin

by
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Hu Jintao meets Fiji PM,

announced on Sunday
that the slogan for th
2008 Summer Olymp
Games will be 'One|
World, One

4]

vows to further bilateral ties

Beuing, 26 June— Chinese President Hu Jintao said here Saturday that
China will strive to expand and deepen bilateral ties with Fiji and make the
Sino-Fijian ties an example of relationship between China and South Pacific
countries featuring equality, friendship and mutual-beneficial cooperation.

Dream.The slogan
was chosen out of
210,000 proposals
submitted in Chinesd
French, Spanish,
Portuguese and
many other
languages—INTERNET

Hu told Fijian Prime Minister Laisenia
Qarase in the Great Hall of the People
in downtown Beijing that Sino-Fijian
relations witnessed constant growth since
the forging of diplomatic ties between
the two countries in 1975.Exchanges
between the top leaders, parliaments
and parties of the two nations became
frequent and active, Hu acknowledged.

creased trade and fruitful mutual-benefi-
cial cooperation and growing exchanges
and cooperation in culture, education and
tourism.Hu ascribed all this to three main
factors: In terms of politics, the two sides
respect and trust each other and do not
interfere with the other's internal affairs;
and the two economies were reciprocal
and reached common development.

The two sides also witnessed in-

MNA/Xinhua

China’s Customs seize
74 drug trafficking cases

BEUING, 26 June— China's Customs across the
country have seized 74 drug-trafficking cases in the
first half of this year, seizing 100 suspects and cap-
tured 291 kilos of drugs of various kinds, according
to latest statistics from the General Administration
of Customs.

Since 17 January, the Shenzhen Customs Office
launched a special campaign on the drug-related
crimes. After half year of investigation, the police
uncovered two drug processing and selling centres
and destroyed an extra-large ring dealing with drug-
trafficking in Hong Kong and Shenzhen. During the
campaign, the police also seized 9.3 kilos of drugs
and 300,000 Hong Kong dollars of capital used for
drug trafficking.

MNA/Xinhua

Nepali

Govt opens up Malaysian

labour market for women

KatHmanbu , 26 June—The Nepalese Government has permitted women workers to apply for the
organized sector of the labour market in Malaysia, a government official said here on Saturday.

"Keeping in mind the increasing demand of Nepa-
lese women in the foreign labour market, the gov-
ernment has now given women the go ahead to work
in the organized sector in Malaysia," said Purusottam
Ojha, secretary at the Nepalese Ministry of Labour
and Transport Management, at a workshop organ-
ized jointly by the United Nations Development Fund
for Women and Samanta, a Nepalese institute for
social and gender equality.

However, Ojha said, women will be allowed to go
for jobs in Malaysia only in groups. "A proper hostel
facility in the company that employs these women is
also a must to ensure their security," Ojha added.

"Skilled workers can open up opportunities for

other Nepalese women and also empower themselves
for protection against every possible abuse and ex-
ploitation," said Arzu Rana Deuba, executive chair-
person of Samanta.

The government is working to amend the Foreign
Employment Act 1985. The amendment will include
establishing a welfare fund for the rescue and reha-
bilitation of employees in case they land up in trou-
ble in foreign soil, Ojha said.

Malaysia is the largest employer of Nepalese for-
eign-bound workers. More than 500 Nepalese are
going aboard in a day and the destination of about
50 per cent of them is Malaysia, according to the
Nepali Labour Department.—MNA/Xinhua

Iceland to open
diplomatic
mission in

police said.

Booby-trapped dog explodes in Iraq

BacHDAD, 26 June —A booby-trapped dog targeting a police patrol explode]
in the northern Iraqi city of Kirkuk on Sunday, injuring one police officer,

Sri Lanka

CoLoMBO, 26 June —
The government of Iceland
will open an embassy in
Sri Lanka shortly, Sri Lan-
ka's official Daily News
reported on Saturday.

This was revealed

Sources in the oil-rich city said the dog
was apparently drugged and blew up as
a police patrol was passing on a main
road in eastern Kirkuk.

Guerillas have previously used ani-
mals pulling carts in targeted attacks
against the US-led forces in the country
as well as human suicide bombings.

The sources said another police patrol

was targeted in the same area just two
minutes after the dog exploded, injur-
ing two officers.

Three suicide attacks, mortar fire and
shooting incidents on Sunday killed at
least 35 Iraqis and injured more than 40,
mostly in the northern city of Mosul.

Most of the casualties were Iraqi po-
lice officers.—Internet

d

when Gunnar Snorri
Gunnarsson, Icelandic
Permanent Secretary of
the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs met HM G S
Palihakkara, secretary of
Sri Lanka's Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, the pa-
per said.

A delegation headed
by Gunnarsson arrived in
Sri Lanka on 20 June to
sign a Development Co-
operation Agreement be-
tween the International
Development Agency of
Iceland and Sri Lanka.
The signing ceremony
took place at the Minis-
try of Finance on Friday,
according to a Foreign
Ministry Press release.

MNA/Xinhua
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Iraqis bring the body of an Iragi woman from the rubble of her destrd

house after a mortar attack in Baghdad, Iram 26 June, 2005—INTERNET

Reported AIDS cases
soar in Indonesia

JAKARTA, 26 June—The number of reported
AIDS cases in Indonesia has more than double,
with injecting drug users most affected, a local
newspaper reported on Saturday.

A country report to be submitted by Indonesia to
next month's Asia and the Pacific 7th International
Congress on AIDS in Kobe, Japan, reveals that there
were cumulatively 2,682 reported AIDS cases in 29
provinces in Indonesia, a significant climb from the
1,058 figure in March 2003, said The Jakarta Post

The number, however, only represents the tip of
the iceberg as there are still those who keep quiet
about their illness due to fear of stigmatization and
discrimination.

The official estimate of people living with HIV/
AIDS in Indonesia is 90,000 to 130,000 people,
according to the report. The global number has grown
to 38 million people in 2003 from 35 million in 2001.

While in a previous report Jakarta topped the list
of provinces with the highest AIDS rate, this year
the eastern province of Papua has outnumbered the
capital with a rate of 24.06 cases per 100,000 of
population. Other provinces with high rates of AIDS
are Bali, Maluku, North Sulawesi and West
Kalimantan.

Data also shows that drug injection is now the
main mode of transmission for the disease.

A Jakarta survey in 2003 showed that HIV preva-
lence had tripled from 15.8 per cent in 1999 to 47.9
per cent in 2002. Last year, the city saw a 44.1-per-

y&sht increase in reported AIDS cases.

MNA/Xinhua
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Musharraf reiterates
commitment to fight terrorism

IsLamaBAD , 26 June — Pakistani President General Pervez Musharraf

Friday said his country remained firm in its commitment to root out terro-
rism, according to theAssociated Press of Pakistan.

While talking to Stephen Krasner,
director for Policy Planning in the US
Department of State, Musharraf said
responsibility in this respect had to be
shared by all concerned. Krasner ar-
rived in Islamabad Friday on a three-
day visit.

Pakistan, Musharraf added, would
continue to extend support to Afghanis-
tan in its effort to bring about peace and
stability in that country.

He reiterated his vision of Pakistan
as a moderate and progressive Islamic
state and an anchor of peace and stabili-
ty in the region.

On the Pakistan-India relations,

tries were moving in the right direction
and had brought about considerable im-
provements in their bilateral relations.

He noted that a number of confi-
dence building measures had been
adopted.

However, he stressed that for the
dialogue between the two neighbours to
succeed, they needed to resolve the core
issue of Jammu and Kashmir as well as
other outstanding issues.

Musharraf also expressed satisfac-
tion with the pace and depth of the Pakis-
tan-US relations, saying they had ac-
quired a new strategic dimension based
on shared interests.

Japan urges US Govt to
solve credit card data leak

Tokyo, 26 June — Japan on Friday urged the US Government to swiftly
provide Japan with information on the massive theft of credit card data at a

US data-processing company.

Japanese Economy, Trade and In-
dustry Minister Shoichi Nakagawa made
the request while meeting with US Am-
bassador to Japan Thomas Schieffer, ac-
cording to Kyodo NewsThe two shared
the view that the widespread card data
abuse is a "very serious" matter.

The US ambassador told Nakagawa
that Washington will update Tokyo with

the scope of information may be limited
S0 as not to obstruct investigations con-
ducted by the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gation, Kyodosaid.

The minister said he will dispatch
ministry officials to the United States as
soon as possible to discuss measures to
deal with the card data theft with their
counterparts at the US Government.

Musharraf observed that the two coun- MNA/Xinhua| thelatestavailable information, although MNA/Xinhua
y Heat wave claims over | Battery-
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Pakistani youths wade in a water canal to cool down from a heat wave in
Lahore on 26 June, 2005. At least 375 people have died from sunstroke

dehydration in a month-long heat wave sweeping India, Nepal, Pakistan

authorities said—INTERNET

IsLamaBAD , 26 June — At least 106 people hav|
diedin ablistering heat wave across Pakistan, with
temperatures soaring to 50 degrees Celsius (14
degrees Fahrenheit), the highest in more than
decade,The Nation reported on Saturday.

Weather and health officials said on Friday that
hundreds more have been left seriously ill from heat
stroke and gastroenteritis, while meteorologists warned
there is no let-up in sight for at least another three days.

In dust bowl central Pakistan, the death toll in the
past five days reached at least 86, while in southern
Sindh Province, 20 people have died, health officials
said.

The mercury climbed to 50 degrees Celsius in
Attock and Sargodha in central Punjab Province as

vx;%l asinRisalpurin the North West Frontier Province,

a 11-year record. Temperatures in the capital

alnfjamabadhit46de rees Celsius, also the highest since
Bangladesh, as South Asia endures one of its hottest summers on recor; & ’ 8

94. A heat wave in 2003 left more than 230 people
dead in Pakistan.— MNA/Xinhua

¢ bikes to be
2available in
' Angkor Wat

Punom PENH, 26 June
— Battery-powered bi-
cycles will soon be avail-
able for hire at the Angkor
Wat Temples as part of
the efforts of the Apsara
Authority to cut down on
vehicle emis-sions at the
tourist site, The Cambo-
dia Dailyreported on Sat-
urday.

Apsara Deputy-Direc-
tor Tep Henn was quoted
as saying that, about 300
of the Chinese-made bicy-

US plans expansior
of crowded lraq
prisons

BacHpAD, 26June—Faced with a ballooning
prison population, US commanders in Iraq are
building new detention facilities at the notorious
Abu Ghraib prison and Camp Bucca near the Ku-
waiti border and are developing a third major
prison, in northern Irag.

Jailed
Australian
woman fires
Indonesian
lawyers

JAKARTA , 26 June — An Australian woman who
has been serving her 20-year jail term in Indonesig
for drug trafficking was reported on Saturday of
having dismissed her local attorneys.

Schapelle Corby, a convict in the smuggling of 4.1
kilos of marijuana, has phoned the head of the four-
member lawyer team from her cell in Bali to tell the
dismissal, reported the Detikcomonline news service.

Corby fired the team amid rumours that the lawyers
had asked 500,000 Australian dollars to bribe judges in
the Bali Court of Appeal, it said.

MNA/Xinhua

cles will be offered for rent
in August at a cost of 3.5
US dollars per day.

"The Apsara Author-
ity wants to promote a
better medium of trans-
port that avoids air pollu-
tion," he added.

However, people are
still able to use their own
transportation. If the tour-
ists want to ride a battery-

The burgeoning number of detainees has also
resulted in a lengthy delay in plans for the US to trans-
fer full control of Abu Ghraib to the Iraqi government.

Maj Gen William Brandenburg, who oversees
US-run prisons in Iraq, had planned to be out of Abu
Ghraib by early spring. "I believed it until mid-De-
cember, but the numbers just weren't going that way,"
he said. "Business is booming."

The new timeline calls for the US to stop using
Abu Ghraib by February, at which point the entire
prison would be turned over to the Iraqi Ministry of
Justice. After the scandal over abuse of Iraqi prison-
ers by US soldiers, President Bush had advocated de-
molishing Abu Ghraib "as a fitting symbol of Iraq's
new beginning."

But the Iraqi government has begun using the
prison, which was a notorious torture centre under
Saddam Hussein, to house prisoners convicted under
its nascent criminal justice system. The prison, just
west of Baghdad, is currently a joint facility, with the
US Army and the Iraqi government housing detainees
in separate compounds.

Internet

Singaporean children practise a martial arts routine in preparation for t
July opening ceremony of the 117th IOC Session which will pick the host
for the 2012 Olympic games on 26 June, 2005 in SingapatetERNET

powered bicycle, they will
have them, Tep Hennsaid.
The idea was wel-
comed by some travel
agencies, but reportedly
criticized by motorbike
taxi drivers in Siem Reap
who fear the bikes will put
them out of business.
Angkor Wat Temples,
built between the 9th and
14th centuries AD, is a
world well-known tourist
site which attracts more
and more tourists.
Cambodia's tourism
has been boomed in re-
cent years. In 2004, the
number of visitors com-
ing to the Kingdom
edached to more than one

cifitlion.

MNA/Xinhua



Russia urges NATO to ratify
key arms control treaty

Moscow, 25 June — Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov urge
NATO on Friday to ratify an amended version of the Conventional Armed
Forces in Europe Treaty, saying Russia sees no reason in balking at ratificatioj

“Now that we have signed an
agreement on our military bases’
removal from Georgia, no reason
remains (for delaying ratification),”
Lavrov said following talks with NATO
Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop
Scheffer, the Interfax news agency
reported.

Russia, fearful of possible NATO
military bases on its doorsteps, wants
newcomers in the European Union,
including the Baltic states of Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania, to commit to the
treaty, but NATO has linked the treaty
with implementation of the Istanbul
agreements. “We have never seen this
link as valid,” Lavrov said. “We don’t
think it would be right to balk atenforcing
this vital document for European
stability,” he added.

The Russian arsenals in Moldova,
manned by a small Russian contingent,
could not be withdrawn after Chisinau
froze talks with Moscow, Lavrov said.
“Responsibility no longer rests with
Russia on this issue.”

De Hoop Scheffer, however, would
not budge, saying NATO clearly sees a

strong link there.

NATO agrees that ratification is
extremely important, but still links the
ratification of the treaty with the Istanbul
commitments, de Hoop Scheffer said.
“That position will not change”.

The two sides sounded more
harmonious notes on other issues and
talked up the Russia-NATO partnership.

“We are working actively to build a
real partnership with NATO,” Lavrov
told de Hoop Scheffer.

Russia-NATO cooperation is based
on common interests in fighting
terrorism, drug trafficking and curbing
proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction, Lavrov said. De Hoop
Scheffer said the current priorities in
Russia-NATO cooperation are fighting
terrorism, cooperation on non-
proliferation of weapons of mass
destruction and settling regional
conflicts. Russian President Vladimir
Putin said after a separate meeting with
de Hoop Scheffer that Russiaand NATO
should also cooperate in curbing drug
trade in Afghanistan and Central Asia.

MNA/Xinhua
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An Indian elephant cools off during a hot day in a zoo in the northern Indian
city Lucknow on 25 June, 2005 In#£RNET

“Theresponseof local
and international Red
Cross and Red Crescent
staff and volunteers to this
emergency was swift and
decisive,” Johan Schaar,
the International Federa-

Egypt to strengthen

relations with Iraq

Caro, 25 June — Egypt indicated on Friday
that it wanted to play a bigger role in helping Iraq
restore peace and stability, the officiaMENA

news agency reported.
The Foreign Ministry
said in a statement that

nounced that Egypt is the

Punjab to promote
religious tourism

CHANDIGARH, 25 June
— North Indian state of
Punjab is making efforts to
boost religious tourism in
the state keeping in view its

noticeable actions would
be taken to strengthen
Egyptian-Iraqi relation in
the coming period. Egypt
will receive several Iragi
officials to review current
develop-ments in the
country facing a tough job
to draft a new Constitution
by August 15 and put it to
a referendum two months
later, said the ministry.
During an interna-
tional conference on Iraq
in Brussels Wednesday
Iraqi Foreign Minister
Hoshyar Zebari an-

first Arab nation to send
an ambassador to post-
Saddam Iraq. Zebari
praised Egypt for
“showing regional
leadership by taking the
decision to appoint the
first Arab ambassador we
hope to soon welcome in
the new Iraq”.Arab
nations withdrew their
ambassadors from
Baghdad under Saddam
Hussein. Now some Arab
nations, including Egypt,
havediplomatsinBaghdad,
butnone at the ambassador
level. — MNA/Xinhua

tremendous potential while
farm tourism is gaining
popularity in neighbouring
Haryana State.

The Punjab Govern-
ment is con-templaing
development of religious
tourism circuit of Sikh
shrines connecting Sri
Anandpur Sahib, Chamkaur
Sahib, Fatehgarh Sahib,
Takhat Sri Damdama Sahib
and Sri Harmandir Sahib to
enabledevotees, particularly
from abroad to undertake
the pilgrimage in one go,
thereby saving time and
money.—MNA/PTI

tion Tsunami Operations
Special Representative,
said in a statement.
“However, what is
abundantly clear is that
more widespread
community-based
disaster preparedness
programmes would have
saved lives,” he added.
The sheer scale of the
tsunami emergency has
brought into stark relief
the vital importance of
effective, grassroots
community disaster
preparedness pro-
grammes, according tothe
Geneva-based agency.
“Having ocean-floor
sensors and relying on
satellites to provide
information onimpending
emergencies isimportant,
but this is only one part of
the puzzle,” said Schaar.

“How do we then warn
people? Equally crucial is
access to local com-
munities to inform them of
any approaching danger,
and to have plans in place
for evacuations to special

Community-based disaster preparedness
programmes called for

GENEVA, 25 June — Six months after the tsunamitragedy, the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies on Friday underscored
the importance of better community preparation when disaster strikes.

sheltersortohigher ground,”
he noted. “Warnings can be
issued by radio, or simply
bycyclingordrivingthrough
villages or towns using
loudspeakers.”
MNAXinhua

Int'l Whaling Meeting
concludes in S Korea

SeouL,25 June — The International Whaling
Commission (IWC) closed its 57th annual plenary
meeting on Friday, having approved a motion that
let South Korea, China, Japan and Russia conduct
joint research of minke whale in the waters off the

Korean Peninsula.

Themeeting was closed
Friday afternoon after five
days of discussions over
whaling at South Korea’s
southeast port city of Ulsan,
414 kilometres southeast to
Seoul.

Henrik Fischer,
Chairman of the IWC, said
the approval of the South
Korea-proposed motion is a
fruit of the meeting.

But IWC members
failed to reach consensus on
the Revised Management
Scheme (RMS) on steps
of resuming limited

Two US soldiers killed, four
missing in suicide attack

BacHDAD,25 June — Two US Marines werg
killed and three others missing along with a sailo
when a suicide car bomber struck a US militaryj
convoy in the flashpoint city of Fallujah, the US|

military said on Friday.

Another 13 soldiers were wounded in the blast that
occurred on Thursday night, when animprovised suicide
vehicle borne explosive device struck a US military
convoy in the city, the military said in astatement. Two
Marines were killed and four others believed to be
missing, including a sailor, the statement said.

Anearlier US military statement said, acarbomber
hit troops assigned to the II Marine Expeditionary
Force in Fallujah. Meanwhile, a resident in Fallujah
told Xinhuaon Friday that a roadside bomb blast took
place late Thursday near the main US military
checkpointatthe eastern entrance of the city, destroying
a US Humvee, killing and wounding the US soldiers

aboard —MNA/Xinhua

US troops secure the scene of a car bomb attad]
the restive northern city of Samarra, on 25 Jun
2005. —INTERNET

commercial whaling.

In 1982, the IWC
decided by majority vote
to implement a pause
or “moratorium” in
commercial whaling, and
such decision came into
effect from 1986.

But some countries
wanted to remove the
moratorium for commercial
whaling, so the IWC
decided to outline the RMS
stipulates inspection and
observation scheme to
ensure whaling catch limits
are not exceeded.

The ITWC established
RMS Working Group in
k 1894. But up to now, pro-
p whaling and anti-whaling

groups respectively led by

Japan and Australia have
seriousdifferences overthe
details of the RMS.

During this week’s
meeting, Japan’s proposal
of increasing scientific
whaling by nearly doubling
its annual catch of mink
whales was defeated in
ballot.

Moreover, Japan’s
proposal to resume limited
commercial hunting of
whales was alsorejected by
the IWC meeting in vote.

But, Japan’s official
said it will increase its
scientific whaling from this
autumn regardless of the
IWCnon-bindingdecision.

Some 600 delegates
from 66 IWC members
agreed on Friday to hold
the 58th IWC annual
meeting in St. Kitts and
Nevis, located in northeast
of the Caribbean Sea in
2006. The 59th IWC
meeting is to be held in
Anchorage, Alaska State of
the United States.

The IWC was set up
under the International
Convention for the
Regulation of Whaling
which was signed in
Washington DC on 2
December, 1946.

MNA/Xinhua
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As a mother, I am
nurturing my children in
the frame of laws and
policies of the State as
far as I can to shape
their brighter future.

It is my convic-
tion that a brighter fu-
ture of children will
bring prospects and
progress to their families
as well as their mother-
land. So, I have been
looking after my chil-
dren with great care for
enabling them to be on
the correct path. And I
guide and closely super-
vise them with adoration
to become who seek
balanced interests of
their own and their
motherland, who have
good moral conduct,
who are faithful forever
to the State and the na-
tion, and who abide by
laws, rules and regula-
tions as they were born
and brought up and edu-
cated in their mother
country. I allow them to
listen to and sing mod-
ern songs making sure
that they do not discard
national culture.

All our family
members neither smoke
nor drink to keep our-
selves healthy, to curb
expenses on unnecessary
things, and to avoid be-
ing addicted to narcotic
drugs through smoking
or being an alcoholic.

Narcotic drugs
cause adverse effects not
only on drug addicts but
also on their family
members and the entire
human society socially,
economically and mor-
ally. In particular, such
a bad habit can destroy
the potential of new
generation youths who
will shoulder the duties
of their families and
their State in future.
That was why I hap-
pened to study the his-
tory of narcotic drugs in
the nation from the very
beginning. And I incul-
cated my children with
facts about the dangers
of narcotics in detail.

Myanmar would
have been free from
opium, marijuana and
narcotic drugs, had
colonialists not intro-
duced such substances
in the nation. Now, the
government has been
implementing short-term
and long-term plans to

ensure elimination of
narcotics in the nation,
and it is indeed an evil
legacy the colonialists
have left. Indeed, poppy
is native to the Mediter-
ranean, southern Europe,
and cocoa leaves that
produce cocaine, to
South and Central
America.

It is said that
traces of poppy used
6,000 years ago (4,000
years before Christ) in
neolithic villages in the
area (that becomes Swit-
zerland now) was found.
At that time, it was used
to pluck up courage to
do something, enjoy
greater amusement in
festivals, and relieve
pains. Later, however, it
was abused and the bad
habit was widespread in
the world. About 5,500
years ago (about 3,400
years before Christ),
poppy was grown in
low-lying areas in Meso-
potamia (now watershed
areas of basins of
Euphrates and Tigris riv-
ers in Iraq). Sumerians
abused poppy, and it
later spread to Egypt. It
is learnt that affluent per-
sons and elite class in
Egypt started consuming
poppy about 5,000 years
ago.

Arab merchants
conveyed opium and in-
troduced it in Asia. Then,
European colonialists
such as the British and
the Dutch merchants
launched opium trade on
a commercial scale.
Making a great profit
from opium trade, they
launched poppy cultiva-
tion in the Golden Cres-
cent Region (of Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Iran)
and the Golden Triangle
Region (of Myanmar,
Thailand and Laos) on a
large scale.

European mer-
chants especially the
British merchants ex-
ported opium in huge
amount to China with the
aims of ensuring great
profits and making Chi-
nese nationals fall victim
to lifelong addition to
opium so that Chinese
nationals could not rise
against the former. Chi-
nese people lost their
patience from the unjust
trade and it culminated in
the Anglo-China War,
also known as opium

HaiLing THE MyanmarR Wownmen's Day (3ro Jury 2005)

war, in 1840. Even
though China lost the
war to the British

colonialists, the former
rejected the latter’s de-
mand with pressure for
cultivation of poppy in
China. About 15 years
later, the second opium
war broke out because of
opium between China
and the British and
France. China lost the
war again and had to al-
low the colonialists to
cultivate poppy in China
and bring in opium into
the nation. In 1917, Chi-
nese Government banned
import of opium and
poppy cultivation, and
opium smoking in the
nation.

The British,
French, Portuguese and
Dutch colonialists an-
nexed Asian nations in-
cluding Myanmar, they
expanded their wicked
schemes to make local
people addicted to
opium. In consequence,

insurgency.

Kuomintang na-
tionalist Chinese, who
lost the war and fled
China, intruded into east-
ern Shan State of
Myanmar around 1949-
1950. According to the
firm historic evidences, it
was CIA who master-
minded the plot for the
Chinese deserters to in-
vade Myanmar, take a
stronghold in the nation
and fight against Main-
land China.

These nationalist
Chinese revived poppy
cultivation, the evil
legacy left by British
colonialists in Myanmar.
They refined all the
opium produced from
Golden Triangle Region
to heroin grade IV.
Later, the nationalist Chi-
nese retreated from the
nation due to the military
operations launched by
Myanma Tatmadaw and
UN resolution. However,
thousands of Chinese

p
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Myanmar would have been free
from opium, marijuana and narcotic
drugs, had colonialists not introduced
such substances in the nation. Now
the government has been implement
ing short-term and long-term plans to
ensure elimination of narcotics in the
nation, and it is indeed an evil legacy
the colonialists have left.

J

27 per cent of Chinese
adult male population
were addicted to opium
in 1906. And there were
a lot of opium addicts in
Malaysia, Myanmar, In-
donesia, Thailand, the
Philippines, Korea, and
nations in Indo-China
Peninsula. The British
colonialists opened many
bars, opium shops and
opium dens with the in-
tention of destroying the
potential of local young
people. In 1930, the

number of licensed
opium dens of the
colonialists reached

6,441 in South-East Asia.

When the invaders
left Myanmar, there were
48,211 registered opium
addicts. They profited in
the form of taxes in mil-
lions. After Myanmar re-
gained independence, the
nation had to launch the
drug elimination drive,
but it could make just a
little headway because of
growing internal armed

troops left hidden in bor-
der areas of Myanmar
and Golden Triangle Re-
gion and continued pro-
duction of narcotic
drugs.

So, the govern-
ment had to launch many
operations to destroy
poppy plantations and
opium refineries. Hun-
dreds of Tatmadaw
members sacrificed lives
in the anti-opium opera-
tions. It helped local na-
tional races grow poppy-
substitute crops, and set
up alternative businesses
in far-flung areas. It took
measures for restoration
of peace and stability
and also constructed
roads, bridges, schools,
hospitals, dispensaries,
and power plants in bor-
der areas. It exposed
drug producers, dealers
and abusers and took se-
rious actions against
them. It registered and
rehabilitated the drug
addicts.

Nan Myat Thu

Thanks to effec-
tive implementation of
the 15-year drug elimi-
nation plan (1999-2014),
some regions in border
areas were able to an-
nounce themselves drug-
free regions. Making
progress in cultivating
poppy-substitute crops,
local farmers handed
over their poppy seeds to
the government of their
own volition. The gov-
ernment held the de-
struction of seized drugs
many times before dip-
lomats and local and for-
eign correspondents and
it was known to the
world.

When the drug-
elimination drive is in
full swing, bandit insur-
gents produced stimulant
tablets with the use of
such chemicals as ephe-
drine and caffeine in far-
flung areas and distrib-
uted their products to the
western hemisphere. In
fact, such kinds of
chemicals are not pro-
duced in Myanmar. But,
drug-related gangs are
manufacturing fabrica-
tions that Myanmar is
producing such stimulant
tablets. Besides, they are
distributing some nar-
cotic drugs under the
names of slimming-aid
medicines, refreshing
medicines or tonics, mis-
leading the youth in the
nation. Thus, the Gov-
ernment social organiza-
tions, duty-conscious
people and national
peace groups and the
Myanmar Women’s Af-
fairs Federation have
been taking preventive
measures against such a
deceitful attempt.

Indeed, poppy and
narcotic drugs are not
originated in Myanmar.
And she has been imple-
menting onerous tasks
tenaciously to ward off
the evil legacy intention-
ally left in the nation by
the colonialists. The re-
ligious faiths, traditions
and customs that the na-
tional people have been
preserving since many
years ago are totally
against abuse of narcotic
drugs. At a time when so
many people are freely
abusing cocaine, mari-
juana, poppy, opium and
various brands of stimu-
lant tablets, and making
demands for freedom to

use narcotic drugs in
the western world, the
Myanmar national peo-
ple are striving in uni-
son for eradication of
narcotic drugs. As is
known to all the mass
of Myanmar women
are participating in the
anti-narcotics drive.

I have taught my
children the dangers of
narcotic drugs and sub-
sequent effects with the
long history and the
origin of the drugs. I
have also guided them
not to be diverted from
the correct national
path that can lead the
nation and the people
to progress. I read
some issues of foreign
dailies distributed on
the days of late 1988
that featured miserable
situations faced by
many artless Myanmar
youths who fell victim
to the inhumane decep-
tions of unscrupulous
persons, and seizure of
over 80 Myanmar
young girls who were
sold in the neighbour-
ing nation. Since then,
I always give educative
talks not only to my
children but to other
youngsters whenever it
is opportune for ena-
bling them to avoid
being caught in such
deceptions.

Now, my daugh-
ter and I have joined
the MWAF that has
been undertaking de-
velopment tasks and
organizational meas-
ures on a wider scale
for the development of
the mass of Myanmar
women, and we are
throwing ourselves into
such noble tasks. So, it
is the bounden duty of
the entire Myanmar
people to make com-
bined efforts in har-
mony to wipe out all
the dangers of narcotic
drugs, the evil legacy
left by the colonialists,
and to overcome insti-
gation and propaganda
perpetrated by neo-
colonialissts and their
lackey internal and ex-
ternal destructive ele-
ments, while marching
on the correct national
path under the leader-
ship of the MWAF.

Translation: MS

Fkkkk




Heroic Woman

*  Myanmar Women, ever charming
Carries pride of nation, ever so
brilliant
For the Union, generations
Long duration, by the thousands.

You of lineage, decent

This sky and earth, are but kin
Maintain it thus, high and honour able|
You surely are, Myanmar’s Mother.

*  Educated, feelings noble
Around the world, you discuss
Come abreast with others, you're
matchless.

*  Craft treatises, you're very successful|
Prepare and persevere, not resting dgy|
or night
Active, reciting, at all times
Outstanding action, wise as can be
Significant success is achieved.
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Five ancient Buddha statues found

YANGON, 27 June —
FiveancientBuddhaimages
were found while digging
ground in the compound of
a monastery at Kanbe
Model village in Twantay
Township, Yangon Divi-
sion, on 16 June.

The Archaeology
Departmentconfirmedthat
two of the statues are of the
late Pyu era and the re-
maining three are of the
Bagan era.

Of the late Pyu era
statues one is 7.7 inches
highandanother9.5inches
high. Both are in the abaya
mudra style. The three
Baganeraimagesarea7.5

Pyu and Bagan era ancient Buddha statues unearthed in Kanbe Model Village
in Twantay Township.ma

inches statue in the abaya
mudra style, a 7.7 inches

highcigarahattamudrastyle
image,anda9.8incheshigh

bhumiphasa mudra style
image. — MNA

*  Verse and literature, is composed
Deep is the wave of wisdom
Chronicled, many times
In genres many, by this time
Achieved all-round, learned person
What you always stand by, is
Myanmar’s tenacity
What is difficult, you overcome
Ahead of the times, Heroic Woman.

(Trs.) Dr Htilar Sitthu
(Hailing Myanmar Women'’s Day—July 3.)

MY ANNAR WOREN'S DAY

5 July 11HeS

STRIVE TOGETHER FOR THE
AIMARNCEMENT CHF WOREN

Talks on Myanmar Women’s Day
held in Thanlyin, Hmawby

YANGON, 27 June — A talk on Myanmar Women’s
Day organized by Yangon South District Women’s
Affairs Organization was held at No 1 Basic Education
High School in Thanlyin Township this morning.

Present were Patron of District Women’s Affairs
Organization, Chairman Daw Su Su Lwin, assistant
township officers, school heads, students and mem-
bers of social organizations.

Chairman of Women’s Affairs Organization Daw
Myint Yi reported on measures undertaken by District
WAO. Officials concerned gave talks on Myanmar
Women’s Day. The guests viewed wall magazine and
documentary photos. A similar talk was held at No 1
BEHS in Hmawby Township.—MNA

Basic Diplomatic Skills
Course opens

YANGON, 27 June
— The Certificate Course
inBasic Diplomatic Skills
(BDS 13/2005) conducted
by the Ministry of For-
eign Affairs was inaugu-
rated this morning at the
ministry, with a keynote
address delivered by For-

(BDS 13/2005) coursemwa

eign Affairs Minister U
Nyan Win.

Various subjects
including International
Conferencing, Interna-
tional Etiquette, protocol,
International Correspond-
ence, International Law,
Negotiation Techniques

are emphasized in the
course. A total of 160
trainees are attending the
12-week course.

Also present on
the occasion were Deputy
Ministers for Foreign Af-
fairs U Kyaw Thu and U
Maung Myint, directors-

1 m——
Minister U Nyan Win delivers an address at the opening ceremony of Basic Diplomatic Skills

general of the depart-
ments under the ministry,
departmental officials,
Myanmar Ambassadors,
senior diplomats, profes-
sors of universities and
institutes concerned and
trainees.

MNA

Shwe Wah Win Anyeint Troupe entertains
delegates of MWVO with dances

YANGON, 27 June — Organized by Accommo-
dation, Welfare, Entertainment and Study Sub-Com-
mittee of Myanmar War Veterans Organization Con-
ference 2005, the delegates of States and Divisions to
the Conference were entertained by Shwe Wah Win
Anyeint Troupe with the dances at No 1 Transit Centre
(Bayintnaung) this evening. The delegates presented
prizes to the artistes of the troupe. Likewise, the
artistes of Fine Arts Department under the Ministry of
Culture and the singers of Myanmar Music Asiayone
entertained the delegates to the conference with the

dances and songs yesterday evening. —MNA

Traditional medicine course of

MPF

YANGON, 27 June
— Traditional medicine
course No 8/2005 con-

ducted by the Myanmar
Police Force of the Min-

istry of Home Affairs was
opened this morning at the
ministry with an opening
address by Police Quar-
termaster-General Police

Lo ™
Police Brig-Gen Win Soe delivers an address

opens

Brig-Gen Win Soe.

A total of 60 train-
ees under the ministry are
attending the four-week
course.

—

Traditional Medicine Course (8/2005)nA

1 =i -
at the opening ceremony of

Similarly, Manda-
lay Division Police Force
opened a traditional medi-
cine course in Manda-
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(from page 1)
and committee members,
representatives from states
and divisions and others.

First, the chairman of
the Central Organizing
Committee and the vice-
chairmen and members
and representatives from
states and divisions singed
the attendance.

Chairman of the Cen-
tral Organizing Commit-
tee Secretary-1 of the
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Gen
Thein Sein presided over
the first day session with
Vice-Chairman Maj-Gen
Saw Tun and Member of
the Central Organizing
Committee Brig-Gen

The master of cer-
emonies announced the
first day session valid as
altogether 419 representa-
tives out of 423 attended
it, accounting for 99.05
per cent and declared the
meeting open with the
permission of the meeting
chairman.

In his address, Secre-
tary-1 of the State Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Lt-Gen Thein Sein said
that today is the time
when the State Peace and
Development Council (the
Tatmadaw government) is
assuming the State re-
sponsibilities and it is also
the time when strenuous
efforts are being made for

K

ing in unity and amity
sharing weal and woe for
years countable by the
thousand, and the national
solidarity therefore has
been accorded special
priority. Hence, Our
Three Main National
Causes—non-disintegra-
tion of the Union, non-
disintegration of national
solidarity and perpetua-
tion of sovereignty—was
laid down as the national
policy. In accordance
with the national policy,
the four political objec-
tives, the four economic
objectives and the four
social objectives have
been laid down and are
being implemented for

Mmber of COC for MWVO U Aung Thaung and members p

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein signs the attendance register at the first day
session of MWVO Conference (2005)na

e,

reside over afternoon session of MWVO Coﬁferencm(&OOS).—

Thura Aye Myint as
Members of Panel of
Chairmen.

WO I Mi Mi Maung
Htwe of Yangon Division
WVO acted as master of
ceremonies and WO II Ei
Shwe Sin Min as joint-
master of ceremonies.

the emergence of a peace-
ful, modern, developed
and discipline-flourishing
democratic nation, up-
holding Our Three Main
National Causes.

In the Union of
Myanmar, various na-
tional races have been liv-

the emergence of a mod-
ern and developed nation.

Accepting the four-
point People’s Desire and
the six People’s Resolu-
tions laid down at the
mass rally held in Bagan
as the national political
programmes, the seven-

i |

Hﬁwﬁrj | _l-'-=-|E|

1= ke
First day session of MWVO Conference (2005) held at Myanmar Convention Centre on

Mindhamma Road in Mayagon Townshipix

point Road Map has been
laid down and is being im-
plemented.

To be able to do so,
the National Convention,
the first step of the seven-
point Road Map, was suc-
cessfully held and the
meeting has been able to

deal with the fundamen-
tal principles for executive
and judicial affairs in the
drawing of the State con-
stitution. At a time
when efforts are being
made for the emergence of
a peacefulmodern de-
veloped and discipline-
flourishing nation, the
three main forces—the
government, the people
and the Tatmadaw have
been a crucial contributing
factor. Moreover, the
might of social organiza-
tions, which were estab-
lished as national forces,
plays an important role in
this regard.

Therefore, it is in-
cumbent upon the
MWVO to strive together
with social organizations
in the perpetual service of
national development,

national defence and se-

curity tasks.
The War Veterans
Organizations were

formed in 1948 in various
townships. The Myanmar
War Veterans Organiza-
tion was formed in 1973
and its organizational set-
up and fundamental prin-
ciples were adopted in
1975. The fundamental
principles were amended
four times—in 1976, 1979,
1982 and 1986.

In 1988, the Tatmadaw
had to unavoidably assume
the State responsibilities.
To keep pace with changes
and developments, the
State Law and Order Res-
toration Council reorgan-
ized the MWVO under its
Law No (17/89) on 10
August 1989.

(See page 9)

plemented.

Accepting the four-point People’s
Desire and the six People’s Resoly
tions laid down at the mass rally held
in Bagan as the national political pro-
grammes, the seven-point Road May
has been laid down and is being im¢
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses the MWVO Conference 2085. —
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The Central Organizing Committee

(from page 8)
As there have been
weak-points or weak-
nesses in the execution of

duties, the State Peace
and Development Coun-
cil reformed the MWVO
Central Organizing Com-
mittee on 21 October

15 March 2005 with 42
central organizing com-
mittee members.

The Central Organiz-

Secretary
of MWVO
COC Brig-
Gen Phone
Swe reads
out the
report of
the COC.

MNA

ing Committee is lead-
ing the MWVO as a na-
tional force to be capa-
ble of discharging public
services, national defence

MWVO Chairman of
State Peace and Develop-
ment Council Com-
mander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services Senior
General Than Shwe met
the members of the Cen-
tral Organizing Commit-
tee seven times and gave
Ovada and guidance on
the MWVO.

Accepting the Ovada
and guidance of the Head
of State as work guid-
ance, the MWVO and
WVOs at different levels
are implementing them.

Under the leadership
of the Tatmadaw, the
MWVO is making relent-
less efforts for realization
of the objectives—to go
hand in hand with the
people, in collaboration
with the national defence
and security organiza-

p

|velopment.

Under the leadership of the Tatmadaw, the MWVO ié
making relentless efforts for realization of the objectives—
to go hand in hand with the people, in collaboration with
the national defence and security organizations, to engage
in the welfare of WVO'’s members and its families and t(r
strive together with social organizations for national de

ship organizing commit-
tees and a membership
strength of 136,156 —
3,871 retired officers and
82,114 retired rankers.

s

sources development

projects, Our Three Main
National Causes, 12 ob-
jectives, the seven-point
Road Map, the four-point

The Minister for
Homes Affairs is the
leader of the group of the
national defence and se-
curity sector. It has one

Delegates to MWVO conference sign in the attendance book.

MNA

The MWVO confer-
ence 2001 was success-
fully held from 2 to 5
June 2001. According to
the guidance of the Cen-
tral Organizing Commit-
tee of MWVO, the 19
state/division supervisory
ommittees held prelimi-
hary meetings from 22
April to 5 June, presented
papers, held talks on the
five major tasks, laid

)

1998 under its Order No
(3/98) with 31 central
organizing committee
members, and amended
and reformed it again on

WO-I1 Yi Yi Soe and Sergeant Nyein Nyein Myat

and security duty as well
as social and welfare
tasks of families of the
latter.
Patron

of  the

as Master of Ceremonies. m~a

tions, to engage in the
welfare of WVO’s mem-
bers and its families and
to strive together with
social organizations for
national development. In
the process, the central
committee was formed
with ministers, deputy
ministers, directors-gen-
eral, senior military offic-
ers and WVO members
who are currently in the
service to effectively
carry out the seven future
work programmes and
the five major duties laid
down at the MWVO
Conference (2001).
Now, the MWVO
has 19 state/division su-
pervisory committees, 65
gstrict supervisory com-
mittees, and 308 town-

down future work pro-
grammes, made decisions
and approved them.

The political sector
group is implementing
the task with the Secre-
tary-1 as the leader. The
group has one deputy
leader and three mem-
bers. The group has spon-
sored 30 advanced
courses, 36 short-term
courses, 243 war veterans
courses at the respective
military commands. A
total of 20,395 war vet-
erans attended the
courses. The courses
gave lectures on IT, in-
ternational political, eco-
nomic and social devel-
opments, rapid political,
economic and social de-
velopments in Southeast
Asian nations and
Myanmars, human re-

People’s Desire, and the
six resolutions of Bagan
mass meeting. The aims
of the courses is to uplift
and strengthen the na-
tional conviction of the
veterans. At present the
government is in the
process of building a
peaceful, modern and
developed discipline-
flourishing nation. With
the leadership of the
Tatmadaw, the WVOs at
all levels are cooperating
with social organizations
with similar aims and the
people in carrying out the
task with full confidence
and conviction.

deputy leader and three
members. The group has
been forming war veter-
ans battalions and units
according to age brack-
ets. It has also laid down
work programmes. The
Secretary-1 is the head of
the leading economic
committee comprising
two vice-chairman, one
secretary and four mem-
bers. The aims of the
committee is to make
investments in the profit-
able businesses and to
provide assistance to the
WVO welfare bodies
and to take part in

(See page 10)

WO-I Mi Mi Maung Htwe and WO-II Ei Shwe Zin Min.

MNA
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Lt-Col Myo Swe of
Kachin State—mna

The Central

(from page 9)
the government’s social
undertakings to the most
possible degree. The
committee formed four
subordinate bodies —
production work group,
trade work group, serv-
ices work group and in-

dustrial work group.
The Minister for
Transport is the leader of
social affairs and welfare
group. It has one deputy
leader and three mem-
bers. With the leadership
of the central organizing

Lt-Col Aung Maung of
Shan State (Southjna

committee, the group is
attending to the health,
education and welfare
needs of the members
and families. It is also
helping solve the difficul-
ties of the entire people.

Lt-Col Win Maung of
Kayah State—mna

Lt-Col Aung Maw Maw
of Kayin State—m~a

Organizing Committee...

sponsorship of state/divi-
sion and district supervi-
sory committees, and
township organizing
committees.

The central commit-
tee has been providing
cash assistance to disa-
bled veterans, veterans of
age over 75, amputee
veterans, children of vet-
erans, the reserve force of
MWVO, who are attend-
ing classes in institutions
of higher learning, and
children of veterans who

passed the matriculation

Lt-Col Khin Maung
Kyaw of Shan State
(East)—mNa

examination with distinc-
tions, providing low-cost
houses for retired
Tatmadaw members and
disabled veterans. It is
generating job opportuni-

ties in the nation and

It is now making plans
to provide cash assistance
for burial services, health
care services, and chil-
dren of veterans attend-
ing classes at the defence
services academies. It
also provided an assist-
ance of over K 587 mil-
lion in townships for ten
different purposes.

He said for commu-
nity welfare services a
committee led by Minis-
ter for Progress of Bor-
der Areas and National
Races and Development

Lt-Col Kyaw Shwe of
Shan State (North)v~a

Affairs was formed with
one deputy leader and
three members. The com-
mittee undertook the
measures which benefited
the people directly or in-
directly in cooperation

L

The central committee has been providing cash assistance|to
disabled veterans, veterans of age over 75, amputee veterans, dhilx
dren of veterans, the reserve force of MWVO, who are attendin
classes in institutions of higher learning, and children of veterans
who passed the matriculation examination with distinctions, pro
viding low-cost houses for retired Tatmadaw members and disg-
bled veterans. It is generating job opportunities in the nation an
aboard for veterans. It has provided over K 513 million to build
public roads, bridges, village dispensaries, and schools.

The group has two tasks
— one under the direct
sponsorship of the central
organizing committee
and the other under the

Division (West)— mNa

Lt-Col Ohn Myint of Bagﬁ

abroad for veterans. It has
provided over K 513
million to build public

with the Union Solidar-
ity and Development As-
sociation, Myanmar Red

roads, bridges, village | Cross Society, Fire Bri-

dispensaries, and schools. | gade, Myanmar Maternal

Lt-Col Zaw Thein of
Magway Division—mna

Lt-Col Kyi Thein of
Mandalay Division.mna

Lt-Col Sein Ya of Chin
State—wmnNa

and Welfare Association
and other social organi-
zations. Members of War
Veterans Organizations
actively participated in
the government’s major
projects with the aim of
raising the living stand-
ard of the people and
early completion of the
projects, he said.

He spoke at length on
implementation of
projects on community
welfare services 8,144
times including five ru-
ral development tasks,
environmental preserva-

Lt-Col Myo Myint of
Sagaing Division—m~a

tion, the tasks of making
townships and villages
clean and pleasant, pure
drinking water supply
project and construction
of monasteries and pago-
das.

He said the secretary
f Central Organizing
ommittee of MWVO
would submit the report
of the committee regard-
ing the successful imple-
mentation of five major
tasks after following the
guidance of patron of
MWVO Senior General
Than Shwe under the
leadership of the

Tatmadaw. He spoke of
the need for the delegates
to discuss the report with
constructive suggestions

Major Maung Win (Retd

of Yangon DivisioR—mna

Lt-Col Tin Aung of Mon
State—wmnNa

and urged them to take
part in the sector-wise,
state/division-wise and
group-wise discussions.
After reviewing the dis-
cussions, MWVO can lay
down the future tasks, he
added.

He said the confer-
ence offers a reunion for
war veterans who are

living at different places
of the nation. He believed
that cordial discussions
would be made success-
fully among the col-
leagues while discharging
the duties at the confer-

Lt-Col Khin Maung
Kywe of Taninthayi

Division.—mna
ence.

He urged the MWVO
to make efforts for suc-
cessful implementation of
the seven-point Road
Map after accepting Our
Three Main National
Causes, Twelve Objec-
tives, four-point People’s
Desire and six resolutions
of the people as the na-
tional political way in
building a nation to be a
peaceful modern devel-
oped one, to become an
organization with own
dignity on which the peo-
ple rely, to organize the
people as the MWVO is
a major force that serves
as a bridge between the
Tatmadaw and the peo-
ple, to stand as a national

Major Myo Thein
(Retd) of Ayeyawady
Division.—mna

Lt-Col Myo Tin of
Rakhine State-mna

force with high efficiency
and consolidated auxil-
iary force of the
Tatmadaw hand in hand
with related social or-
ganizations and the peo-
ple and to carry out na-
tional development tasks,
defence, security and na-
tional political task based
on patriotism and Union
spirit.

In conclusion, he
spoke of the need for the
MWVO to possess strong
economic foundations for
effective implementation
of social, welfare and

Lt-Col Tin Myint (Retd)
of Bago Division
(East)—wmna
community welfare serv-
ices, to undertake the
economic enterprises
successfully for fulfilling
the social needs and
welfare of the members
and auxiliary members
of MWYVO, to penetrate
the international market,
to assign duties from the
central to the grassroots
levels, to provide assist-
ance to disabled soldiers
and undertake the com-
munity welfare tasks
with strong belief and
conviction for the coun-
try and the people up-
holding Our Three Main
National Causes.
MWVO COC Secretary
Brig-Gen Phone Swe
read the report of the

committee.

Next, representatives
from states and divisions
reported on work
implementation of the
WVO supervisory com-
mittees of states and
divisions in a year.
Kachin State Myitkyina
District WV Supervisory
Committee Chairman
Lt-Col Myo Swe, Kayah
State Loikaw District
(See page 15)
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China, Mozambigue mark 30th
anniversary of diplomatic ties

Beuing, 26 June —Chinese President Hu Jintao and his Mozambican
counterpart Armando Emilio Guebuza on Saturday sent each other congratu-
lations on occasion of the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic

Wen Jiabao proposes on further
ASEM financial cooperation

TiANJIN, 26 June—Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao on Sunday put forwarfl
a five-point suggestion to further Asia-Europe financial cooperation a
the opening ceremony of the Sixth ASEM Finance Ministers’ Meetin

(FMM).

Wen firstly suggested
Asian and European na-
tions strengthen dialogue
and coordination on
macro-economic policies,
saying it is of great im-
portance for Asian and
European countries to
regularly exchange eco-
nomic and policy infor-
mation through increased
dialogue, communication
and equal-footed consul-
tation to jointly deal with
risks and challenges fac-
ing the world economy.

“The Chinese Gov-
ernment proposes to es-
tablish an ASEM Contin-
gency Dialogue Mecha-
nism for Emergent Eco-
nomic and Financial
Events within the frame-
work of the ASEM FMM
for the purpose of safe-
guarding economic and
financial security,” he
said.

Secondly, Wen urged
countries of the two con-

tinents to increase ex-
changes on development
experience. Later this
year, China and United
Kingdom will co-sponsor
a Fiscal Policy and Public
Debts Forum within the
framework of the ASEM
FMM.

“All the finance min-
isters of Asian and Euro-
pean countries and mem-
bers of their financial com-
munities are most wel-
come to take part in this
Forum,” Wen said.

Thirdly, Wen said he
hoped Asian and Euro-
pean nations would
deepen substantive coop-
erationin fiscal and finan-
cial sector.

Asian and European
countries should actively
explore and advance fis-
cal and financial coopera-
tion between the two con-
tinents to develop the
Asian regional bond mar-
ket and support the role of

the euro in maintaining
international financial sta-
bility and promoting de-
velopment, so as to en-
hance the international
standing of Asia and Eu-
rope in the monetary and
financial field.

Fourthly, the Chinese
Premier suggests Asiaand
Europe strengthen techni-
cal assistance and finan-
cial capacity building.

He said, “Given the
uneven development be-
tween Asian and European
countries, we should
render greater support to
the poor countries in the
region through vigorous
technical assistance so as
to promote the realization
of UN Millennium Deve-
lopment Goals.”

Lastly, Wen suggests
Asian and European na-
tions foster an environ-
ment for win-win interna-
tional economic coopera-
tion.—MNA/Xinhua

ties between the two countries.

Hu said in his mes-
sage thatbilateral relations
between China and Mo-
zambique have deve-
loped smoothly over the
past three decades, with
continuous deepening of
mutual understanding and
trust and fruitful bilateral
cooperation.

The two countries have
kept consultation and co-
ordination in regional and
international affairs, jointly
safeguarding the interests
of the developing coun-
tries, he said.

ment and people cherish
the traditional friendship
with Mozambique, will-
ing to work together with
the Mozambican side to
push the friendly
and cooperative Sino-
Mozambican relations to
a new high, Hu said.

For his part, Guebuza
said the mutually benefi-
cial cooperation with
China has been remark-
ably enhanced over the
past 30 years with the in-
tensification of exchanges
in various fields, which

mutual beneficial coope-
ration, and the two coun-
tries have also coordinated
closely in safeguarding
world peace and security.

Mozambique is grate-
ful to the Chinese Gov-
ernment and people for
their support and aid to
Mozambique’s develop-
mentover along period of
time, Guebuza said, add-
ing that he hopes the
friendly cooperative rela-
tions between the two gov-
ernments and two peoples
will be further promoted.

Iran urges US to respect Iranians’ choice

TEHERAN, 26 June—Iran strongly condemned the United States’ conf

ments on its presidential election on Saturday, urging Washington to “respe
Iranians’ choice”, the official IRNA news agency reported.

“The American Ad-
ministration which claims
to be an advocate of de-
mocracy should respect
the Iranian nation’s
choice and stop interven-
ing in Iran’s internal af-
fairs,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hamid-Reza
Asefi was quoted as say-
ing.

Asefi said the massive
participation of Iranian
voters in two rounds of
presidential elections
proved their interest in
determining their own
destiny. “Iranians’ votes

also demonstrated their
strong opposition to US
policies,” he said.

Asefi said that the US
policies towards Iran were
based on interfering in
Teheran’s internal affairs,
which he said is utterly
“incorrect”.

Asefi also made fun
of US officials’ contradic-
tory remarks.

“Though the Ameri-
cans had already referred
to Iranian presidential
elections as having quite
‘known’ results, now the
US State Department

spokesman describes the
results as being quite ‘un-
predictable’ and ‘acciden-
tal’,” he said.

The spokesman con-
cluded that the recent elec-
tions should teach a les-
son to the American offi-
cials to be more cautious
and avoid making un-
founded remarks. US
State Department spokes-
woman Joanne Moore said
earlier in the day that Iran
was out of step with the
rest of the region and the
currents of freedom and
liberty. — MNA/Xinhua

The Chinese Govern- | has greatly promoted the MNA/Xinhua
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Microsoft establishes technology
centre in central China

ZHeNGzHou, 26 June—Microsoft Corp opened a

technology centre in

China’s most populous province of Henan on Friday, the sixth of its kind in the
Mainland that further consolidates Microsoft’s presence in the huge market.

The Microsoft Tech-
nology Center (Henan),
located in a software zone
in the provincial capital of
Zhengzhou, will serve as
a platform for market-
oriented technological ex-
changes, training and con-

sultation, and develop cus-
tomized software products
and solutions based on
Microsoft and partner
technologies.

“We hope the centre
will bring into play
Microsoft’s  technologi-

cal advantage and man-
agement experience in in-
formation technology,
especially in software
field,” said Microsoft
Corporate Vice-President
Timothy Chen, also CEO
of Microsoft Greater

“Made in It

aly” food

promotion held in HK

Hone Kong, 26 June—A special food promo-
tion, involving over 1,000 authentic Italian food

products, was launched

here on Friday in som

Parknshop and Watson Group’s food halls.

The event, from 24
June to 14 July, aims to
increase Hong Kong con-
sumers’ awareness of the
Italian gastronomy
through the consumption
of the most representative
products.

The promotion fea-
tures six categories includ-
ing basic groceries, Ital-

ian staples like pasta and
pasta sauce, olive oil and
vinegar, as well as bis-
cuits and cake, chocolates
and delicatessen items.
Besides the typical
Italian food, acomprehen-
sive range of Italian life-
style products will also be
introduced during the
event. — MNA/Xinhua

China Region, at the cen-
tre’s opening ceremony.
Calling the new cen-
tre a “great step forward”,
SuFugong, director of the
provincial information
|, technology department,
['said the local government
has always encouraged
multinationals to partici-
pate in the construction of
the local IT industry.
“We believe the new
technology centre will ad-
vance the capabilities of
Henan-based software de-
velopers who are using
Microsoft’s technologies,”

Susaid-A/xinhua
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from the vessel.

the Claims Day.

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V. KOTAMUTIARA VOY: NO (211

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V. KOTA
MUTIARA VOY NO (211) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 28-6-2005 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

ISLAMABAD, 26 June —
Pakistan Saturday rejected
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov’s statement
that terrorists are being
trained in camps in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan with
the help of former Taleban.

“There are no terrorist
training camps in Pakistan.
Pakistan would not allow
anyone to use its soil for
terrorist activities against
any other country,” For-
eign Office spokesman
Jalil Abbas Jilani told the

Pakistan rejects Russian FM’s
claim on terrorist camps

state-run television.

“We have made tre-
mendoussacrificesin fight-
ing the menace of terrorism
and our sacrifices and ef-
forts have not only been
praised but also acknowl-
edged by the international
community,” Jilani said. “I
cansay with full confidence
that Pakistan has been rid
of such elements to great
extent,” the spokesman
said, adding Pakistan con-
demns all forms of terror-
ism.—MNA/Xinhua
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Thailand’s 75% drug patients under
rehab get rid of addiction

Banekok, 26 June — Some 75 per cent of almost 400,000 Thais W
underwent drug rehabilitation in the past two years have successfully kicke
addiction permanently, said the Public Health Minister Suchai
Charoenrattanakul.

Some 385,408 drug addicts had
sought treatment at 818 public hospitals
across the kingdom since the govern-
ment started its war on drugs on 1
February, 2003, Bangkok Posin Satur-
day quoted Suchai as saying.

The rest 25 per cent of the drug users
had turned to alcohol and solvents, said
the Minister.

land started various campaigns against
drugs before the International Day against
Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking which
falls on Sunday.

He noted a sharp increase in the
number of people receiving rehabilita-
tion for alcoholism this year. Many drug
addicts who once used methampheta-
mine had turned to alcohol.

China says EU can overcomg¢
difficulties, further integration

BEUING, 26 June — President Hu Jintao said here on
Saturday that China believes the European Union can
overcome difficulties and press further ahead with its
cause of integration.

“China attaches great importance on Sino-EU
relations....We hope to see that the European Union
will play a still more important role in regional and
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international affairs,” Hu told visiting Czech Prime
Minister Jiri Paroubek.

Sino-EU relations were in a “most active and
fruitful” period since the two sides established their
diplomatic relations and the exchanges and coopera-
tion between the two sides in all fields were wide-
ranging in contents and laden with achievements, he
acknowledged.

On Sino-Czech relations, Hu Jintao hailed the
friendship between the people of the two countries,
saying the bilateral ties have witnessed constant, stead-
ily progress with expanding cooperation fields despite
great changes in international situation and domestic
situations of both countries in recent years.

The leaders of the two countries maintained a
frequentexchange of visits, and the two sides’ political
mutual-trust was enhanced, trade and economic coop-
eration kept soaring and exchange and cooperation in
culture, education, science and technology were in-
creasingly active, he said.

Hu acknowledged that the two countries have car-
Nfed out sound coordination in international organiza-
jtlons such as the United Nations.

China appreciates the Czech Government’s adher-
ence to the one- China policy and its positive policy on
developing Sino-Czech relations.

China will further increase its cooperation with
Czech under the principles of mutual-respect, seeking
the common ground while reserving differences, equal-
ity and mutual-beneficial and pursuing common devel-
opment, the Chinese President said.

Paroubek said his country was satisfied with the
sound growth of Czech-China relations and surging
bilateral trade. — MNA/Xinhua

He made the remarks when Thai- MNA/Xinhual

Pakistan welcomes
new Iranian

President
ISLAMABAD, 26
June— Pakistan Saturday
welcomed the election of
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
as the new President of
Iran and expressed the
hope that the relations be-
tween the two countries
would continue to
strengthen in future, ac-
cording to the Associated
Press of Pakistan
Foreign Office
spokesman said ‘“Pakistan
ishappy to see presidential
election held in the Islamic
RepublicofIraninapeace-
ful and orderly manner.”
“We welcome the
election of Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad as the new
President of Iran,” the
spokesman noted.
Heexpressed the hope
that the relations between
Pakistan and Iran would
continue to strengthen to
the mutual advantage of
the two countries.
MNA/Xinhua
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Chinese paramilitary officers prasé martial art with wooden sticks in Beijing
China, on 27 June, 2005. Thousands of these young Chinese officers sen

security for China’s leadership, foreign emissaries in the Chinese capital erg

Drought threatens northern ltaly

Rome, 26 June— Northern ltaly appears to be heading for a severe
drought this summer with potentially disastrous effects on the region’s

agriculture, local media

The water in rivers,
lakes and reservoirs is
only about half of what it
normally is in June, and
production of fruit, veg-
etables and rice are all in
danger, according to Ital-
ian farmers’ union
Coldiretti.

A similar drought
caused havoc for farm-
ers in 2003 but this year
Coldiretti says the im-
©&5 could be even
eater because the wa-

reported on Saturday.
a month earlier.

Water levels in the
River Po, which cuts
across northern Italy
from west to east, feed-
ingirrigation channels on
the fertile Po plain, are
rapidly approaching
record lows.

If they sink any further,
fields will startrunning dry.
Asitis, Italian farmershave
already begun autono-
mously reducing their wa-
ter usage for irrigation by

Tributaries on the
northern side of the river
are bringing little water this
yearbecauseitsnowedless
than usual this winter in
the Italian Alps so there is
less to melt.

In Lake Como, north
of Milan, the water has
dropped to 15 centime-
tres below the zero mark
on measuring sticks. In
late June it is normally
about 100 centimetres
above zero.

large scale public events such as sporting competitions and coneRrtsrNET up to 30 per cent. MNA/Xinhua

WFP buys 61,000 tons

of food in Uganda

KawmpaLA , 26 June— The United Nations World
Food Programme (WFP) has bought 61,000 tons of
locally grown food in Uganda at a cost of 16 million

ter shortages have started

NASA officials see risk low enough for
planned shuttle launch

WasHINGTON, 26 June— NASA officials said Friday the risk from falling ice damage is low enough
to allow Discovery to be launched as planned in July, marking the first shuttle flight since th€olumbia
disaster in 2003.

The conclusion came
after a day-long meeting
at the Kennedy Space
Centre in Florida, at
which NASA managers
and engineers reviewed
analysis of the potential
damage to shuttle by fall-
ing ice from the shuttle’s
external fuel tank on lift-
off.

Ice can form on the
tank whenitisloaded with

supercold liquid oxygen
and hydrogen fuel.
Shuttle programme
manager Bill Parsons said
the risk level at this par-
ticular time is acceptable
for the shuttle launch
planned for 13 to 31 July.
The US space agency
grounded its shuttle fleet
after Columbia’sdestruc-
tion during re-entry and
the deaths of seven astro-

nauts in February 2003.
The tragedy was attrib-
uted to a suitcase-sized in-
sulation foam falling off
the external fuel tank on
liftoff. Itdamaged the shut-
tle’s wing, leading to the
shuttle’s disintegration.
In April, NASA found
ice breaking off the fuel
tank on liftoff could do
more harm than foam if it
smacked into the shuttle.

Safety concerns de-
layed the shuttle launch
frommid-May to July. To
prevent ice buildup, the
shuttle has been installed
with a heater on the tank.

NASA plans to hold
another meeting on
Wednesday to make a fi-
nal decision on whether
to launch the shuttle as
scheduled.

MNA/Xinhua|

US dollars in the last six months.

According to a Press
release from the WFP of-
fice in Uganda issued on
Friday, the food aid
agency will purchase an-
other 50,000 tons worth
10 million dollars in the
coming two months. “We
are heading for record
local procurement this
year,” the WFP Uganda
Country Director Ken
Noah Davies was quoted

Russia puts
communications
satellite into
orbit

Moscow, 26 June —
A Russian telecommuni-
cations satellite was lifted
into orbiton Saturday from
the Baikonur Cosmo-
drome in Kazakhstan,
Russia’s Federal Space
Agency said.

The Express-AM&el-
ecommunications satel-
lite, carried by a Proton K
rocket, was launched at
23:41 Moscow time (1941
GMT) Friday and placed
into orbit six and a half
hours later, the Interfax
news agency reported, cit-
ing an official of the
Federal Space Agency.

A new-generation
communications satellite,
the Express-AM3is de-
signed to provide such

Nigerian deputy governor impeached
over misconduct

LAcos, 26 June — A deputy governor from the southern Nigerian state d
Akwa Ibom has been impeached by the state house of assembly over allg
tions of gross misconduct, Nigerian newspapers reported on Friday.

All but two of the 25-
member assembly voted
for the removal of Chris
Ekpenyong, following the
acceptance by the house
of the report of a seven-
man panel setup toinves-
tigate the allegations.

It was alleged that
Ekpenyong bought a
house in Houston, United
States, in the name of his
12-year-old son with pu-
bic funds, which was not
declared before the Code

of Conduct Bureau as re-
quested.

The former deputy
governor was also said to
slap a lady many times in
January 2003 when she
visited him to solicit for
assistance.

Ekpenyong’s ouster
is coming as President
Olusegun Obasanjointensi-
fiesitsanti-graft warrecently
which led to the removal of
two ministers and the coun-
try’s former police chief this

year.

Obasanjo has warned
that high-profile corruption
was doing harm tothe coun-
try’spleasforthereliefofthe
35-billion-dollar debt, the

as saying.
Davies said the WFP
bought 12 million dollars
fworth of maize, three mil-
gHQn dollars worth of
beans, one million dol-
lars worth of unimix (a
blend of maize grains and
soya beans used for feed-
ing malnourished chil-
dren) and 80,000 dollars
worth of salt.

He said the food helped
feed 1.4 million people dis-
placed by the 19-year old
rebellioninnorthernUganda
in addition to thousands of
refugees, drought-affected
Karimojong, HIV/AIDS af-
fected people, school pupils
and other vulnerable peo-
ple. Previously, the most
amount of local food WFP
purchased in a single year
was 115,000 tons worth 28
million dollars last year.
Local procurement is a stra-
tegic programme to support
the Ugandan economy
and to cut down on WFP
transport costs.The pro-
gramme has boosted pro-
duction for the market and
the government’s Moderni-
zation of Agriculture and
Poverty Eradication Action
Plan. — MNA/Xinhua

heaviestonthe world’s poor-
est continent.Nigeria ranks
in the top three in the 2004
annual corruptionperception
index in the world, accord-
ing to Transparency Inter-
national, aBerlin-based graft
watchdog.

MNA/Xinhua

8.7 million children hearing-impaired in Nigeria

LAGos, 26 June — Some 8.7 million children under 18 years in Nigeria al
hearing-impaired and an estimated 27,000 of the 4.8 million Nigerian babig
born yearly are likely to be affected with the same sickness, Nigeria's Heal
Minister Eyitayo Lambo was quoted as saying on Saturday.

Lambo said that some of these children are born with loss of hearing while others lose
their hearing as a result of an attack or treatment of infections such as measles, mumps
and meningitis, use of ototoxic medications and excessive exposure to noise, This Day

=~ tn @D

services as digital televi-
sion and radio, telephone
and video communica-
tions, data transmission
and Internet access.
MNA/Xinhua

newspaper reported. The minister revealed this while launching the Pilot Newborn
Hearing Screening Programme organized by Hearing International Nigeria and the
federal and Lagos state health ministries on Friday. He noted that several adverse pre-natal
conditions thataccount for high infant and child mortality rates such as pre-term birth, low
birth weight, prolonged and obstructed labour, neonatal jaundice, birth asphyxia and birth
trauma also causes disabling hearing loss—MNA/Xinhua

Arare Bengél white tiger yawns in its enclosure
at Singapore Zoo. The struggle to protect Asia's
endangered wildlife has enjoyed rare progress over
recent years but government inaction means many
species are still doomed to extinction, activists

meeting last week in Singapore SaiNTERNET
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Argentina to meet Brazil in
Confederations Cup final

Hanover, 27 June— Argentina beat Mexico in the tournament's first

penalty shootoutto setup a "dream final" against Brazil at the Confederationg

Cup on Sunday.

Argentina's goalkeeper German Lux saves a penalty |
Mexico's Ricardo Osorio during the Confederation
Cup semi-final match in Hanover on 26 June, 200

L LR Lk T

Argentina won the match 6-5 on penaltie®vTERNET

The two teams played
to a 1-1 draw after 120
minutes and in the penalty
shootout, Esteban
Cambiasso converted the
winning kick after Ger-
man Lux had blocked
Ricardo Osorio's attempt.

In a tight match which
ended with both teams
down to ten men, Mexico
opened the scoring 14
minutes into extra time as
Carlos Salcido fired a shot
which deflected off
Fabricio Coloccini and
looped over Lux into
the net.

Luciano Figueroa
pulled Argentina back
from the brink of defeat at
the 110th minute when the
striker turned a low shot
through the legs of Mexico
goalkeeper Oswaldo
Sanchez.

The two teams had to
play the entire extra time
with 10 men each. Javier
Saviola of Argentina and
Rafael Marquez were sent
off in quick succession in
the closing minutes of
normal time.

Saviola was dismissed
in the 90th minute after
kicking at Gonzalo
Pineda. Italian referee
Roberto Rosetti showed a
second yellow to Marquez
for a foul on Pablo Aimar
in the injury time.

Mexico coach Ricardo
Lavolpe said: "It was a
keenly contested game,
and both sides kept hold
of the ball very well, but
intheenditall came down
to individual moments.
We played the ball around
nicely intight triangles and
we were well on top, but
it's just a shame we
couldn't push home our
advantage."

"We didn't seem to re-

cover from Rafael
Marquez's sending-off. I
thought one goal would
be enough to settle it and
we should have pushed on
abitmore, but after Carlos
Salcido scored we ran out
of steam and our work rate
dropped," Lavolpe said.
Argentina coach Jose
Pekerman said his team
did not play well: "but we
did lots of the things you
have todotowin. We went
for it in the second half
and in extra time and we
never settled for the draw.
Asforlosing, wellitnever
came into our minds. Our
first job was to get level
and then go on and win it,
despite the fact we weren't
playing too well."
Mexico played an ag-
gressive game from the
very beginning and got the
first real chance of scor-
ing three minutes into the
game. After a fine build-
up, Jaime Lozano tested
Argentine goal-keeper
Lux with an angled drive.

Lux palmed out the shot
and from the resulting cor-
ner, Marquez's header
went narrowly wide.

Lux was again tested

midway through the first
half. He pushed Zinha's
shot out for a corner and
then made a reflex save to
keep Pavel Pardo's corner
from sailing directly into
the net.
y tE}’ailing to gain advan-
Slage in ball possession,
5Argentina found it diffi-
cult to build up attacking
momentum. But still they
managed to create several
chances.

Figueroa narrowly
failed to connect with a
Juan Riquelme cross and
Riquelme sent his 20-me-
tre free-kick high over the
cross-bar.

After the first half, Ar-
gentina looked sharper.
Riquelme, together with
Sorin and Zanetti began

Japan wins Int’l Women Volleyball
Tournament in Vietham

Nam DINH Province (Vietnam), 27 June— Japan beat host Vietnam 3-1inthe
gold medal match while China downed Kazakhstan 3-2 to finish third at the
2nd International Women's Volleyball Tournament — VTV Cup 2005, which

wrapped up here on Saturday.

The Denso Airy Bees club from
Japan maintained its unbeaten record
for six matches at the tournament with a
gold cash prize of 5,000 US dollars,
while the Honghe club from China, win-
ner of the first edition, had a hard-earned
triumph over the Zhetyssu team from
Kazakhstan after losing 3-2 to the host
team in a semifinal on Friday.

Against the national team of Vietnam,
Japan lost its first set 20-25, its first loss
at the week-long tournament. With fierce
spikes and solid back defence, the Japa-
nese women won the next three sets 25-
22,25-21 and 25-18 to seal the victory.

Earlier, Honghe and Zhetyssu
underwent alife-and-death struggle, vy-
ing for every single point in all sets,

except the decisive fifth.

The Chinese women repeatedly
launched blitz attacks against their
Kazakhstan opponents who were not very
good at blocking and moved relatively
slowly.

Zhetyssu won the first and fourth sets
25-21 and 25-23, while Honghe secured
triumph 25-21 in the second, 25-19 in the
third and 15-7 in the fifth set.

The VTV Cup 2005, featuring five
teams from China, Thailand, Japan,
Kazakhstan and Vietnam, took place from
June 19-25 in Vietnam's northern Nam
Dinh Province.

After five-day actions on a round-
robin format, the top four teams entered
semifinals on Friday. — MNA/Xinhua

Uzbeks crowned as Asian Junior Boxing kings

IsLamaBaD , 27 June— Uzbekistan was crowned inaugural Asian Junior
Boxing kings with Pakistan grabbing two gold medals including Ali
Mohammad's debatable victory over Uzbek Shayimov Orzubek on Saturday
in Karachi, southern port city of Pakistan, Dawn reported on Sunday.

Not only the Uzbeks scooped up five
gold, the highest number, apart from a
silver and three bronze, they were at the
top of the points table with 20 points
followed by Kazakhstan who snatched
three gold, one silver and one bronze,
while Pakistan finished third with two
gold, one silver and three bronze.

The two powerhouses Uzbekistan and
Kazakhstan met twice during the finals
but eventually the Uzbeks proved their
superiority both times and won the bouts
with ease. The six-day Asian Junior Box-
ing started on June 20. A total of 19 teams
participated in the mega event.

MNA/Xinhua

to take over the game. The
created three chances in a
span of four minutes. But
Mexican goal-keeper put
up superb saves to keep
his team in the game.

Both teams made two
substitutions in the sec-
ond half, hoping to break
the stalemate. But it was
still 0-0 after 90 minutes
of play.

After Salcido opened
the scoring for Mexico,
the Argentine suddenly
woke up. They pressed
forward, forcing Mexico
to desperate defence with
their area.

MNA/Xinhua

Brazil, Japan keep winning in
World Grand Prix volleyball

Tokyo, 26 June— Defending champions Brazil
defeated European champions Poland for their second
straight win in the World Grand Prix women's volley-
ball tournament on Saturday.

The Brazilian women, fourth in the Athens Olym-
pics, scored a 25-22, 25-10 and 25-23 win in the
preliminary four-team Group A competition.

"We lost our concentration in the third set, because
we took the first two sets easily. We must be careful
nottodo thatin the upcoming matches," said Brazilian

captain Valeska Menezes.

In the second match of the day, Japan defeated arch
rivals South Korea 26-24, 25-14 and 25-18 for their

second straight win.

Winless Poland and South Korea will face each
other Sunday, while Brazil will take on Japan.

Twelve teams were taking part in three preliminary
groups and the top five teams will join hosts Japan in
the final round to be held in Sendai, north of Tokyo, on
13-18 July. —MNA/Xinhua

Serena upset at Winbledon as champions advance

Lonpon, 27 June— Former Wimbledon champion Serena Williams suf-
fered her earliest exit in eight years at the pretigeous grasscourt Grand Slam
event Saturday as she crashed out in the third round. 2002 and 2003 winner
Serena never got going against her obscure compatriot Jill Craybas, losing

6-3, 7-6.

Since losing on her US Open debut in
1996, 30-year-old Craybas had man-
aged to win only seven matches in ma-
jors heading into Wimbledon. But as
night fell, she proved too consistent for
an erratic 23-year-old Serena.

Defending champions Roger Federer
and Maria Sharapovaproved their Wim-
bledon worth by scraping victories with-
out ever hitting top form.

Federer, who had been due to play on
Friday before rain wiped out that day's
schedule, failed to stamp his authority
on Nicolas Kiefer but had enough in
reserve to advance 6-2, 6-7, 6-1, 7-5.

He plays former world number one
Juan Carlos Ferrero next after the Span-
iard beat Germany's Florian Mayer 3-6,
6-2,6-1,6-1. Sharapova posted a scrappy
6-2, 6-4 win over Slovenia's Katarina
Srebotnik.

Britain's last chance for a first men's
champion in 69 years evaporated as
Scotish teenager Andy Murray blew a
two-set lead and lost to 2002 runner-up
David Nalbandian 6-7, 1-6, 6-0, 6-4, 6-1.

Women's top seed and 1999 cham-
pion Lindsay Davenportand twice cham-
pion Venus Williams advanced safely.
Fourteenth seed Venus beat Daniela
Hantuchova 7-5, 6-3.

Champion in 2000 and 2001, Venus
faces Serena's conqueror Jill Craybas
next. Davenport strolled through 6-2, 6-
1 against Russia's Dinara Safina and
faces former world number one Kim
Clijsters next.

The Belgian beat Italian Roberta Vinci
6-3, 6-4.

Men's second seed Andy Roddick
pounded his way past Russian Igor
Andreev to reach the last 16. Last year's
runner-up, Roddick cranked up his grass-
burning serve to devastating effect win-
ning 6-2, 6-2, 7-6 in one hour 54 minutes.

MNA/Xinhua

h -. .
Serena Williams of the US reacts to
losing a point to Jill Craybas of the US
during their match at the Wimbledon
Tennis Championships in London, on
25 June, 2005. Former Wimbledon
queen Williams has vowed to battle on
but the signs are there that at just 23
years old her best years in tennis may

be behind her—INTERNET
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The Central Organizing Committee...

(from page 10)

WV Supervisory Committee Chairman Lt-Col Win
Maung, Kayin State WV Supervisory Committee
Chairman Lt-Col Aung Maw Maw, Chin State Mindat
District WV Supervisory Committee Chairman Lt-
Col Sein Ya, Sagaing Division WV Supervisory
Committee Chairman Lt-Col Myo Myint, Taninthayi
Division Myeik District WV Supervisory Commit-
tee Chairman Lt-Col Khin Maung Kywe, Bago Di-
vision (West) WV Supervisory Committee Chairman
Lt-Col Ohn Myint, Bago Division (East) DaikU
Township WV Supervisory Committee Chairman Lt-
Col Tin Myint (Retd) and Magway Division WV
Supervisory Committee Chairman Lt-Col Zaw Thein
reported their respective tasks of the committees in
states and divisions during the year.

Then the first day session of the conference went
into recess at 11.30 am. The session resumed at 12.15
pm. It was presided over by MWVO Central Organ-
izing Committee member U Aung Thaung together
with Ayeyawady Division WV Supervisory Com-
mittee Chairman Lt-Col Thein Hlaing and Kayah
State WV Supervisory Committee Chairman Lt-Col
Tin Tun. Warrant Officer Yi Yi Soe of Yangon
Division WVO acted as MC and Sergeant Nyein

Nyein Myat as co-MC.

Mandalay Division WO Supervisory Committee
Chairman Lt-Col Kyi Thein, Mon State Mawlamyine
District WO Supervisory Committee Chairman Lt-
Col Tin Aung, Rakhine State Kyaukphyu District
WO Supervisory Committee Chairman Lt-Col Myo
Tint, Yangon Division Dagon Township WO Super-
visory Committee Chairman Major Maung Win
(Retd), reported their respective tasks of the com-
mittees in states and divisions during the year. The
meeting went into recess and when it resumed, Shan
State (South) Lankio District WO Supervisory Com-
mittee Chairman Lt-Col Aung Maung, Shan State
(North) WO Supervisory Committee Chairman Lt-
Col Kyaw Shwe, Shan State (East) WO Supervisory
Committee Chairman Lt-Col Khin Maung Kyaw and
Ayeyawady Division Hinthada District Hinthada
Township WO Supervisory Committee Chairman
Maj Myo Thein (Retd) reported their tasks of the
committees during the year. Then the first day ses-
sion of the conference concluded.

Seminars on respective sectors of Myanmar War
Veterans Organization Conference (2005) will take
place at designated places tomorrow.

MNA

Greece aims to become regional energy centre

ATHENS, 27 June — Greece, a Mediterranean country, is set to become a regional energy
in the near future as the Greek Government announced on Saturday to start construction of
Greek-Turkish natural gas pipeline from the beginning of next month.

Also in the day, Greek Development Minister
Dimitris Sioufas and Italian Productive Activities
Minister Claudio Scaiola signed a protocol express-
ing their political will to support the construction of
an underwater natural gas pipeline between the two
countries.

The two initiatives came nearly two months after
the governments of Greece, Russia and Bulgaria
signed a multi-million-euro agreement for the con-
struction of a 285-kilometre-long trans-Balkan oil
pipeline which will allow Russia to export oil through
the Black Sea while bypassing the busy Bosporus

Strait in Turkey.

At the sideline of the conference of ministers
and representatives of chambers of commerce from
the countries of southeastern Europe’s energy com-
munity, which was attended by the European Un-
ion’s Energy Commissioner Andries Pilpags, Greek
Development Minister Dimitris Sioufas told report-
ers said Greek Prime Minister Costas Karamanlis
and his Turkish counterpart Tayyip Erdogan will in-
augurate the construction work of the Greece-Tur-
key natural gas pipeline at the border on 3 July.

MNA/Xinhua
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Monday, 27 June, 2005

ub Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
dours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain has
been isolated in Chin State, scattered in Shan and
Kayah States, upper Sagaing, Mandalay, Magway,
Yangon and Ayeyawady Divisions and widespread
in the remaining areas with locally heavyfalls in
Rakhine State and upper Sagaing Division. The note-
worthy amounts of rainfall recorded were Hkamti
(6.73)inches, Katha (6.26)inches, Kyaukpyu
(5.98)inches, Maungtaw (5.76)inches, Thandwe
(4.41) inches and Kyauktaw (3.11)inches.

Maximum temperature on 26-6-2005 was 87°F.
Minimum temperature on 27-6-2005 was 70°F.
Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 27-6-2005
was 97%.

Total sunshine hours on 26-6-2005 was (4.5)
hours approx. Rainfalls on 27-6-2005 were (0.16)
inch at Yangon Airport, (0.24) inch at Kaba-Aye
and (0.35) inch at central Yangon.

Total rainfalls since 1-1-2005 were (25.32
inches) at Yangon Airport, (22.29 inches) at Kaba-
Aye and (20.23 inches) at central Yangon. Maxi-
mum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (12)
mph from Southwest at (15:00) hours MST on
26-6-2005.

Bay inference:Monsoon is strong in the Bay of
Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening 0f28-6-2005:Rain
or thundershowers will be isolated in Kayah State,
lower Sagaing, Mandalay and Magway Divisions,
scattered in Shan State and widespread in the
remaining areas with likelihood of isolated heavy-
falls in Rakhine and Mon States. Degree of cer-
tainty is 80%.

State of the seaOccasional squalls with rough
seas will be experienced off and along Myanmar
Coasts. Surface wind speed in squalls may reach
(35-40) mph.

Outlook for subsequent two days:Strong
monsoon.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 28-6-2005: Some rain or thundershowers.
Degree of certainty is 80%.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 28-6-2005: Likelihood of isolated rain or thun-
dershowers. Degree of certainty is 60%.

R 489

Published by the News and Periodicals Enterprise, Ministry of Information, Union of Myanmar. Edited and printed at The New Light of Myanmar Presg,
No 22/30 Strand Road at 43rd Street, Yangon. Cable Newlight, PO Box No. 43, Telephones: Editors 296115, Manager 296864, Circulation 297093, Advertisement 2
Accounts 296545, Administration 296161, Production 297032 (Office) /297028 (Press).

D6843,



7th Waning of Nayon 1367 ME

*“NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR

Tuesday, 28 June, 2005

YaNGoN, 27 June — The Japa-
nese government has agreed to provide
stipends for human resources develop-
ment, and assistance for setting up plan-
tations in dry zone and building a
Myanmar-Japan centre in Myanmar.

Minister for National Planning
and Economic Development U Soe Tha
and Japanese Ambassador Mr Nobutake
Odano today signed four MoUs cover-

ing the stipend provision and Myanmar-
Japan centre projects for humanresources
development and dry zone regeneration
project.

Deputy Minister for Education U
Myo Nyunt, Deputy Attorney-General
Dr Tun Shin, staff of Japanese embassy
and officials of the respective depart-
ments were also present at the ceremony
held at the ministry. — MNA

Minister U Soe Tha and Japanese Ambassador

Mr Nobutake Odano signing

the MoUs— mNa

= |
Minister Brig-Gen Ohn Myint addresses the meeting of the Central Commlttee for Jade and Gem Spemal Sale-fan2005.

YANGON, 27 June—
Patron of Central Com-
mittee for Jade and Gem
Special Sale for 2005 Min-
ister for Mines Brig-Gen
Ohn Myint arrived at
Myanma Gem Mart on
Kaba Aye Pagoda Road

this evening. The minister
was welcomed at the Mart
by Chairman of Central
Committee for the Spe-
cial Sale Deputy Minister
for Mines U Myint Thein,
Deputy Chairman Deputy
Commander of Yangon

|:|-

Command Brig-Gen Wai
Lwin, Managing Director
U Thein Swe of Myanma
Gems Enterprise and cen-
tral committee members.

First, Minister Brig-
Gen Ohn Myint viewed
round display of the spe-

cial sale at Myanma Gem | The central committee

Mart where the central
committee members con-
ducted him round.

Later, the minister
attended the second meet-
ing of Central Committee
for the special sale 2005.

Minister Brig-Gen Ohn Myint viewing round display of the special sale at Myanma Gem-Maxia

special sale display.
members and officials
from sub-committees re-

ported on progress of the | the minister—MNA

The meeting ended with
the concluding remarks by

Noteworthy amounts of rainfall

recorded
(27-6-2005)
Katha 6.26 inches
Kyauktaw 3.1linches
Kyaukpyu 5.98 inches
Hkamti 6.73 inches
Maungtaw 5.76 inches
Thandwe 4.41 inches

INSIDE

Myanmar would have been free fron
opium, marijuana and narcotic drugs, hag

colonialists not introduced such substances
the nation. Now, the government has been imp|
menting short-term and long-term plans to e
sure elimination of narcotics in the nation, and
isindeed an evil legacy the colonialists have le
(Page 6) NaN Myar Thu
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