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Established 1914

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives Four social objectivesFour political objectives

Minister Maj-Gen Thein Swe  looks into tasks to maintain the natural gas pipeline crossing Ayeyawady River between Kwayma and
Seiktha banks. — TRANSPORT

YANGON, 22 June —

Minister for Transport

Maj-Gen Thein Swe, ac-

(Page 11)  TEKKATHO  THIN  KHA

INSIDE

Task for preventing against causing damage to
natural gas pipeline across Ayeyawady River inspected

companied by Deputy

Minister U Pe Than, Di-

rector-General of Direc-

torate of Water Resources

and Improvement of

River Systems U Chit

Khin and officials con-

cerned went on an in-

spection tour of Kwayma

Jetty, Pyay District, Bago

Division (West) yester-

day morning.

The minister and

party left there for

Seiktha bank by water-

craft, viewing condition

of natural gas pipeline

across Ayeyawady river.

Deputy Minister U Pe

Than and officials re-

ported to the minister on

waterway near the natu-

ral gas pipeline and its

environs and formation

of a sandbank. After

hearing reports, the min-

ister looked into condi-

tion of natural gas pipe-

line crossing the sand-

bank on  Kwayma bank.

Upon the arrival on

Seiktha bank, Head

of   Division    DWRIRS

( See page 10)

YANGON, 22 June — Member of the State Peace

and Development Council Lt-Gen Ye Myint of the

Ministry of Defence discussed with officials in

Meiktila on 20 June the greening of Meiktila plain.

Lt-Gen Ye Myint said that officials should lay

down plans and implement them for development of

their respective regions. He said the Head of State

in his guidance urged officials to ensure rice suffi-

ciency in Meiktila and Pakokku districts. Mandalay

Reclaim more land, increase water supply to put one million
acres of land under monsoon paddy in Mandalay Division

Division will have to reclaim more land and ensure

extra water supply to put one million acres of land

under monsoon paddy as targeted. In addition to major

projects, mini-reservoirs should be built region-wise

for increasing paddy sown acreage. Officials are urged

to take great care in implementing irrigation projects.

Research centres should produce and distribute pedi-

gree strains of cotton.

(See page 8)

Lt-Gen Ye Myint checks digging of main canal of  river water pumping project in Meiktila plain near Wundwin, Meiktila District. — MNA

In the nation, today’s women have a strong
confidence in themselves that they are capable of
doing things the same way as men do. In respec-
tive jobs, women are working shoulder to shoul-
der with men.
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* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

People’s Desire
Thursday, 23 June, 2005

PERSPECTIVES

In Myanmar, agriculture is the main live-
lihood of rural people, majority of the nation’s
population, and the mainstay of the national
economy. Therefore, the government has given
a special emphasis to boosting the production of
the agricultural sector.

In this connection, it is necessary to sup-
ply sufficient water especially in the dry zone.
To be able to irrigate farmland sufficiently,
large, medium and small irrigation networks are
built all over the nation, especially in its upper
and central parts. In lower parts of the nation
also, sluice gates are being built to prevent the
flow of sea water into farmland and to reclaim
virgin and vacant land.

The government is constantly construct-
ing dams and sluice gates and river water pump-
ing stations across the nation.

The Moeyungyi Sluice Gate was the fifth
to be opened in Bago Division. It was opened in
Waw Township on 21 June. Now there is a total
of 175 irrigation facilities all over the nation,
including dams and sluice gates.

As the government is constantly building
irrigation facilities throughout the nation, up to
3.76 million acres of farmland, 19 per cent of
the total sown acreage of 28 million, can be ir-
rigated now. In 1988, only 1.34 million acres of
farmland could be irrigated.

The Moeyungyi Lake, where the
Moeyungyi Sluice Gate has been built, is con-
tiguous to the Bagaing Embankment. In the
rainy season, the sluice gate will let water flow
out and in the later part of the season it will
store water for the cultivation of summer paddy
on 40,000 acres of farmland.

Moreover, it will contribute to the
greening of the area within the 30-mile radius
of Yangon City and environmental conservation.

As the government has built 41 dams and
sluice gates in Bago Division, the region has now
greater potential for agricultural development.

Therefore, we would like to call on the
local people to work for the development of the
agriculture sector, higher agricultural produc-
tion and improvement of their socio-economic
life by making the best use of water resources
from irrigation facilities.

Strive for boosting
agricultural production
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YANGON, 22 June —

UNDP Resident Repre-

sentative Mr Charles

James Petrie together

with Bangkok-based

UNIAP Deputy Resi-

dent Project Manager Dr

Daw Su Su Tha Tun

called on Minister for

Home Affairs Maj-Gen

Maung Oo at  his office

at 5 pm yesterday.

Also present at the

call were Director-Gen-

eral of Myanmar Police

Force Brig-Gen Khin

Yi, Director-General of

Bureau of Special In-

vestigation U Aung Saw

Win, Deputy Director-

General U Maung Win

UNDP Resident Representative calls on Home
Affairs Minister

of General Administra-

tion Department, Head

of Transnational Crime

Department Police Col

Sit Aye and Head of

Office of the Ministry of

Home Affairs U Kyaw

San.

MNA

YANGON, 22 June — Minister for Information

Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan received Vice President Mr

Makin Petplai of Shin Satellite Public Co Ltd of

Thailand at the Ministry of Information on Theinbyu

Street, here, this afternoon.

Also present at the call were Deputy Minister

for Information Brig-Gen Aung Thein, departmental

heads and the head of office.

MNA

Minister for Information receives Thai guest
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National policy, State’s
development lectured

YANGON, 22 June — USDA CEC Member

Deputy Minister for Information U Thein Sein gave

a lecture on the national policy and the State’s de-

velopment to 70 trainees of the basic organizational

course No 23 opened at Yankin Township USDA

Office at noon today. — MNA

Minister for Home Affairs Maj-Gen Maung Oo receives UNDP Resident
Representative Mr Charles James Petrie. —  HOME AFFAIRS

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan receives Vice President Mr Makin Petplai of
Shin Satellite Public Co Ltd of Thailand.—˚MNA



THE  NEW  LIGHT  OF  MYANMAR   Thursday, 23 June, 2005    3

NPC Vice-Chairman meets Chilean guests
 BEIJING , 21 June— Raidi, Vice-Chairman of the Standing Committee of

the National People’s Congress (NPC), China’s top legislature, met here on
Monday with a Chilean parliamentary delegation led by Senate President
Sergio Romero.

 “The relationship be-

tween China and Chile

has witnessed sound de-

velopment since the two

countries forged diplo-

matic ties 35 years ago,”

said Raidi.

 Citing the frequent

inter-parliamentary high-

level exchanges in recent

years, Raidi expressed

the hope that the legisla-

tive bodies of the two

countries would further

enhance their friendly co-

operation “in various

levels”.As the Chilean

delegation is scheduled to

visit the Tibet Autono-

mous Region in south-

west China from Tues-

day, Raidi, the former

regional government

leader, briefed the guests

on the autonomous re-
Inaugural Asia-Middle East Dialogue

opens in Singapore
SINGAPORE, 21 June — The first Asia-Middle East Dialogue (AMED) officially opened here on

Tuesday with the participation of more than 200 representatives from about 40 countries and regions
in both Asia and the Middle East.

Speaking at the opening session, Singapore's Sen-

ior Minister Goh Chok Tong said that the rise of

China and India will inevitably bring Asia into

closer contact with the Middle East, and that the

two regions will no longer interact only at the

margins.

He stressed the need for the two regions to

strengthen links and cooperation in different areas.

"The destinies of our regions will become

more interdependent. This is not just about oil

or energy but also about trade, investment,

business, security, tourism and services," he

said, adding that "globalization means that

changes in our regions will impact on each

other in a variety of ways across a broad range

of areas".

Goh urged the two regions to make progress steadi-

ly and rediscover each other.

"The first step must be to talk to each other freely

and frankly, to share our hopes and concerns as

friends," he said.

MNA/Xinhua

74% Nepalis to get
drinking water facility
  KATHMANDU, 21 June—Drinking water facility

will be available to some 74 per cent of the 23 million

population in Nepal by the end of the current fiscal

year, an official said here  Sunday.

 Altogether 1,026 district-level drinking water

projects are under construction in the current fiscal

year, which ends on 15 July.

Out of them, 61 have been already completed

benefiting an additional population of 159,000,

Hariram Koirala, director-general of the Water Sup-

ply and Sewerage Department, told reporters.

MNA/Xinhua

Arroyo invites more
HK investment to

Philippines
HONG KONG, 21 June— Despite destabilization at-

tempts against her government, Philippine President

Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo assured Hong Kong busi-

ness leaders here Monday that her country is full of

investment opportunities, and economic reforms are

continuing.

 "I believe the Philippines is the best investment

area in Asia, if not the world. I am determined to

convince international investors of this point," Arroyo

said in a media roundtable.

 She said progress has been made in economic

and fiscal reform. In April, the Philippines achieved

its highest monthly tax collection ever and recorded

the first budget surplus in four years.

 She admitted that the major challenge ahead of

the economic reform is how to turn the achievement

of Phase I reform to the benefit of Phase II and to

achieve energy independence.

 International investment is important for Philip-

pines, she said, adding that Mainland and Hong Kong

investors are among the major investors in industries

such as mining and infrastructure.

 The South China Sea is turned from "a place of

conflicting to a place of cooperation" when compa-

nies from China, Philippines and Vietnam agreed to

explore for oil together in March, she said.

 During her one-day trip to Hong Kong , Arroyo

also met Tony Kwok, the former head of Hong

Kong's Independent Commission Against Corruption

and now the President's anti-corruption adviser

Monday morning. Arroyo said she is taking Hong

Kong's experience to lick graft and corruption.

 MNA/Xinhua

Snow leopard
facing

extinction
  SHIMLA, 21 June—

Wildlife authorities in

Himachal Pradesh are

making sustained efforts

to preserve the elusive

and endangered snow

leopard whose population

had shrunk considerably

in past two decades.

  Snow leopards found

in high altitude snow-

bound areas in the tribal

belt are facing extinction

as their natural habitat

has been disturbed and

prey-base like blue sheep,

goral, thar ibex and other

harbivorous animals is

fast  dwindling. Al-

though, wildlife authori-

ties deny any poaching of

these animals in snow-

bound areas, they have

no plausible  explanation

for a sharp decrease in

the population of the

small animals which sus-

tain the snow leopards in

Alpine  region of Kibber,

the highest populated vil-

lage at an altitude  of

15,000 feet and Pin val-

ley in the tribal belt.

MNA/PTI

1,724 US soldiers killed in Iraq
WASHINGTON, 21 June—As of Tuesday, 21 June, 2005, at least 1,724

members of the US military have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in

March 2003, according to an Associated Press count. At least 1,319 died as

a result of hostile action. The figures include five military civilians.

The AP count is two higher than the Defence Department's tally, last

updated at 10 am EDT Tuesday.The British military has reported 89 deaths;

Italy, 25; Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Spain, 11; Bulgaria, 12; Slovakia, three;

Estonia, Thailand and the Netherlands, two each; and Denmark, El Salvador,

Hungary, Kazakhstan and Latvia one death each. Since 1 May, 2003, when

President Bush declared that major combat operations in Iraq had ended,

1,585 US military members have died, according to AP's count. That includes

at least 1,210 deaths resulting from hostile action, according to the military's

numbers. Since the start of US military operations in Iraq, 13,074 US

servicemembers have been wounded, according to a Defence Department

tally released Tuesday.—Internet

gion, which will celebrate

its 40th founding anniver-

sary on 15 August.

Romero spoke highly

of the friendly relation-

ship between the two par-

liaments, and expressed

the hope that the two

countries would further

exchanges and coopera-

tion in such fields as poli-

tics, economy and cul-

ture.

MNA/Xinhua

Chinese construction worker near an Olympic sign in Beijing, on 21 June 2005.
China’s plans for the opening and closing ceremonies of the 2008 Olympics will
begin to take shape later this year while tickets for the world's largest sporting
     event will start going on sale in 2006, state media said. — INTERNET

Iraqis salvage items from a shop wrecked in an attack by guerillas in the
southwestern Al-Bayaa District of Baghdad on 20 June, 2005. — INTERNET
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COLOMBO, 21 June  — The Sri Lanka Tourist Board

(SLTB) said the country's tourism has bounced back

from the tsunami, The Island reported on Monday.

 The tourism is powering ahead with occupancy

levels in both city and regional hotels rising, SLTB

Chairman Udaya Nanayakkara was quoted as saying,

adding optimistic reports from hotels were encourag-

ing.

 "The fact that Sri Lankan hotels are reporting

increasing occupancy levels five months after Decem-

ber 26 tsunami is good sign for the future," Nanayakkara

said.   — MNA/Xinhua

TOKYO, 21 June— An

earthquake with a prelimi-

nary magnitude of 5.0

rocked northeast Japan's

Niigata Prefecture on

Monday afternoon, the

Japan Meteorological

Agency said.

 The region has been

rattled by numerous quakes

since an magnitude 6.8

earthquake last 23 Octo-

ber, which claimed the

lives of 40 people.

Monday's quake is

considered to be a sepa-

rate quake and not an af-

tershock, the agency said.

 The Niigata prefectural

government and police said

they have not received any

reports of injuries or dam-

age from the 1:03 pm (0403

GMT) quake. No tsunami

warning was issued.

 MNA/Xinhua

CHISINAU , 21June— Moldovan President Vladimir Voronin and Prime
Minister Vasile Tarlev hailed Sino-Moldovan relations Monday and pledged to
adhere to the one-China policy and strengthen overall cooperation with China.

HARBIN , 21 June  — China has teamed up with Russia and Japan to efficiently use a marine shipping
route, which is dubbed  the "marine Silk Road," connecting northeast China's Heilongjiang Province
with the northern ports of Japan.

 NEW DELHI , 21 June  — As the first step towards enhancing its economic
ties with the Far-East, the Indian Government on Monday approved the
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA) with Singapore,
the first with any country.

NEW YORK, 21 June—The entire country of
Iraq, often called the cradle of civilization, made
the list of most endangered cultural sites on Tues-
day, joining others from 55 countries that include
a Modernist building in New York and a hut in
Antarctica.

The list of 100 at-risk sites, issued by the privately

financed World Monuments Fund every two years, is

chosen from nominations made by a broad array of

experts in archaeology and the arts.

"It's the first time we've listed an entire country in

danger," Bonnie Burnham, president of the fund told

reporters.

Looting and the inability to mobilize restoration

efforts in the war-torn region have taken its toll on

relics that date back 10,000 years and could be wiped

away, fund organizers said.

Some 10,000 sites in Iraq alone have come under

siege, most recently from looting after the 2003 US

occupation there.

"It is not only the heritage of Iraq that is at stake,"

Feisal Amin al-Istrabadi, Iraq's deputy UN ambassa-

dor said. "World heritage is at stake."

The Iraqi sites include the temple precinct at

Babylon in the region where Babylonian King

Hammurabi enacted the first-known code of law.

Internet

Indian Govt approves eco
agreement with Singapore

 This is also the first time that India

has entered into a Bilateral Economic

Integration Agreement in Services.

 The agreement is an integrated pack-

age comprising trade in goods and serv-

ices, an agreement on investments, mu-

tual recognition agreements in conform-

ity assessment of standards in goods,

mutual recognition agreement in serv-

ices, cooperation agreements in Cus-

toms, science and technology, educa-

tion, e-commerce, intellectual property

and media.

 The approval was granted during

the Cabinet meeting Monday morning.

The agreement would be signed during

a visit by Singapore Prime Minister  to

India, slated for 29 June .

 The agreement is expected to come

into effect from 1August  this year.

 Briefing reporters after the meeting,

Indian Minister for Commerce and In-

dustry Kamal Nath said that CECA

would be a milestone in further cement-

ing India's traditional ties with Singa-

pore.

 The Cabinet's approval allows three

Singaporean banks to set up wholly-

owned subsidiaries in India to boost

investment in the country.

 The three banks, DBS Holdings,

Overseas Chinese Banking Corporation

and United Overseas Bank Chinese will

be given national treatment at par with

the Indian banks with regard to branches,

place of operation and prudential re-

quirements, said the official.

 MNA/Xinhua

Iraq on list of world’s
endangered cultural sites

 China, Russia, Japan to explore eastern
“marine Silk Road”

 The route starts from the Songhuajiang and

Heilongjiang rivers in Heilongjiang Province, stretches

through the Amur River and Tatar Strait in Russia and

the Sea of Japan and ends at ports in northern Japan.

 Luo Tao, head of the water system office for

Heilongjiang, Songhuajiang and Liaohe rivers under

the Chinese Ministry of Communications, said in the

coming 10 years China will make a total investment of

several billion yuan (240.96 million to 1.08 billion US

dollars) in harnessing the rivers related to the "marine

Silk Road", purchasing special vessels and building

shipping hubs and large harbours. These efforts will

enable rivers in the eastern part of Heilongjiang to

accommodate 3,000-dwt ships and help the Chinese

ship fleet have an annual cargo transport capacity of

1.2 million tons, up 10-fold from the current level.

 Incentives will be worked out to use the 2,800-

kilometre-long river-sea route in a more efficient man-

ner, according to Luo.

 Ma Jie, deputy director of the provincial shipping

administration of Heilongjiang, said the route opened

to traffic in 1992. In 12 years only 54,000 tons of cargo

were shipped along the route as against its annual

shipping capacity of 500,000 tons.

 Chen Xuele, a Chinese shipping expert, attributed

the low usage to the unimproved water route and high

transportation costs.

 After the river harnessing and related infrastruc-

ture construction projects are completed, Heilongjiang

of China will enjoy easy, low-cost access to Japan for

its exports in bulk; Japan will acquire a stable source

for labour-intensive products; and Russia will earn a

great deal of service charges on the "marine Silk

Road", Chen said. — MNA/Xinhua

Moldovan leaders hail ties with China

 The leaders made the remarks dur-

ing their separate meetings with Liu Qi,

a member of the Political Bureau of the

Central Committee of the Communist

Party of China (CPC) and secretary of

the Beijing Municipal Committee of the

CPC.

 The leaders of Moldova held the

development of Sino-Moldovan ties in

high esteem and reiterated Moldova's

adherence to the one-China policy. They

also called on the two countries to fur-

ther boost cooperation in various fields

and support each other in important

international issues.

 Liu said that their two peoples al-

ways have a traditional friendship de-

spite the distance between the two coun-

tries. China attaches great importance to

its friendly ties with Moldova and is

willing to deepen the two countries' co-

operation in all fields.

 Liu also attended on the same day

the signing ceremony of a Sino-

Moldovan economic technology coop-

eration agreement, along with Xu

Zhongkai, Chinese Ambassador to

Moldova. — MNA/Xinhua

 Sri
Lanka’s
tourism

recovery in
full swing

Earthquake
jolts N-E

Japan

A man shops for cabbage in Beijing, China, on 21 June, 2005. South Korean
baseball authorities have banned players from using frozen cabbage leaves

under their caps to cool down in the summer heat. — INTERNET

US soldiers from the 3rd Infantry Division arrest an
Iraqi youth during a patrol in Baghdad

on 21 June, 2005. — INTERNET
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Presidents of Indonesia, Gambia
arrive in Manila on official visit
MANILA , 21 June  — The presidents of Indonesia and the African state of

Gambia both arrived on Monday in Manila on official visit at the invitation of
their Philippine counterpart Gloria Macapagal Arroyo.

Philippines records budget
deficit in May

MANILA, 21 June  — The Philippine Government

posted a budget deficit of 7.6 billion pesos  (138.18

million US dollars) in May, the Department of Finance

(DOF) said on Monday.

The DOF said that revenue for May reached 68.2

billion pesos (1.24 billion dollars), while expenditure

totalled 75.8 billion pesos (1.38 billion dollars).

The figure in May pushed the government’s

cumulative budget deficit from January to May to

reach 67.8 billion pesos (1.23 billion dollars), which is

however, still below its first quarter targeted ceiling of

77.8 billion pesos (1.41 billion dollars) the department

said.  —  MNA/Xinhua

A giant panda lies beside ice blocks to cool itself down at the Hongshan Zoo in
Nanjing, capital of east China’s Jiangsu Province, on 20 June, 2005.

The highest temperature stood at 35 degrees Celsius (95 F) in Nanjing on
Monday. — INTERNET

Syrian journalists on  20 June, 2005, make TV images of the fence built by
Syrian border soldiers near Badiah on the border between Syria and Iraq to

prevent militants from infiltrating from Syria into Iraq to fight the
US-led coalition forces. — INTERNET

Vietnam’s pepper industry hit by decreasing prices

Vietnam pours more
investment abroad
HANOI, 21 June — Vietnam has so far this year

invested abroad 33.7 million US dollars, triple com-

pared to that of the same period last year.

The investment were poured into 13 projects mainly

in the fields of oil and gas exploration and exploita-

tion, house utensil and construction material produc-

tion, according to the Ministry of Planning and

Investment on Monday. Most of the projects have

been implemented in Russia, Laos, Cambodia and

Indonesia, said the ministry.

Vietnam is expected to invest abroad more than

300 million dollars this year, higher than the com-

bined figures in the 2001-2004 period. It plans to

increase its investment abroad between 2006 and

2010 exceeding 200 million dollars each year.

Vietnam granted licences to 122 overseas invest-

ment projects involving 230 million dollars in the

2001-2004 period. Now, 119 are operational with

combined registered capital of 229.5 million dollars

in 30 countries and regions including Iraq, Russia

and Laos.  —  MNA/Xinhua

 NPC vice-chairman calls for more
China-Japan youth exchanges

BEIJING , 21 June  — Wang Zhaoguo, vice-chairman of the Standing Committee of China’s National
People’s Congress (NPC), said here Monday he hopes Chinese and Japanese youth organizations will carry
out more friendly exchanges in the future.

 He made the remarks when meeting with a delegation

of the Japan Junior Chamber (JC), headed by JC Presi-

dent Takatake Kazuaki.

 The delegation, composed of 376 Japanese entrepre-

neurs, is here for a visit on the 20th anniversary of the

friendly exchanges between All-China Youth Federa-

tion (ACYF) and JC.

 Wang said the present difficult situation of Sino-

Japanese relations goes against the common interests of

the two peoples. “ The two countries should follow the

spirit of taking history as a mirror and looking up to the

future, and take concrete measures to carry out the five-

point proposal made by Chinese President Hu Jintao on

developing Sino-Japanese relations.”

 Wang expressed his hope that ACYF and JC will

enhance exchanges and cooperation in a bid to deepen

mutual understanding, expand common interests and

contribute to the healthy, stable development of Sino-

Japanese ties.

 Takatake Kazuaki said he will continue to make his

own contribution to promoting Sino-Japanese youth

exchanges and bilateral ties.

 The JC, founded in 1951, is one of the largest non-

governmental organization of the young people in

Japan. Its members are mainly owners of small and

medium-sized enterprises at the age of below 40. Since

it established relations with ACYF in 1985, JC has sent

delegations to visit China almost every year.

 Takatake Kazuaki said at a Press conference Mon-

day afternoon that the visiting delegation is the largest

ever sent by JC. “The 20 years’ friendly exchanges

between JC and ACYF demonstrates the sincere friend-

ship between the two countries’ youth,” he said.

MNA/Xinhua

 Philippine officials said

Arroyo will discuss with

Indonesian President Susilo

Bambang Yudhoyono co-

operation in the fields of

security, counter-terrorism

and economic cooperations

between the two countries

and among members of the

Association of South-East

Asian Nations (ASEAN).

 During her talks with

Gambian President

Yahya A. J.J. Jammeh,

Arroyo will stress the

importance of coopera-

tion between Asian and

African countries and that

among all developing

countries to face the chal-

lenge of globalization and

soaring oil prices.

 Arroyo will also ask

Jammeh to help the Phil-

ippines obtain an observ-

er’s status in the Organi- UNDP continues
to aid Nepal

 KATHMANDU, 21  June

— The United Nations

Development Programme

(UNDP) will continue its

assistance to Nepal in the

days ahead, a UN official

said here on Monday.

 The projects currently

in operation in the

Himalayan Kingdom will

continue unless they were

blocked due to conflict in

the country, Ghulam

Isaczai, deputy resident

representative of UNDP,

told reporters in his office

in Kathmandu.

 “We have to suspend our

programmes in case of

threats to our staff and

damage of our assets. But

so far, UN has not received

any direct threats,” Isaczai

said. Asked about UN’s

involvement in resolving the

ongoing conflict in Nepal,

Isaczai said, “We can’t

engage ourselves in the

process until and unless we

are asked to do so. But we

will remain effortful to lessen

the intensity of the problem

through our development

programmes.”

  MNA/Xinhua

Kuwait pledges support to
Iraq’s reconstruction

 KUWAIT CITY, 21 June — Kuwait has pledged support

to Iraq’s reconstruction especially in the oil and

electricity sectors, Kuwaiti Minister of Energy Sheikh

Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Sabah said on Sunday.

 According to the official Kuwait News Agency,
Sheikh Ahmad said after a meeting with his visiting

Iraqi counterpart Ibrahim Bahr al-Uloum that Kuwait

has agreed to offer grants to Iraq to boost the country’s

reconstruction and development especially in the oil,

transport, electricity and health sectors.

 The two sides discussed the role of the Kuwait Fund

for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) in helping

Iraq cope with electrical shortage through the

rehabilitation and construction of power stations,

Sheikh Ahmad said.

 MNA/Xinhua

 HANOI , 21 June  — Vietnam’s pepper industry is being badly affected by
crop losses in the country and plummeting pepper prices in the world market,
according to Vietnam Pepper Association on Monday.

 Pepper prices in the world market last week fell to 1,140-1,150 US dollars per

ton, compared to over 1,550 US dollars per ton early this year. The falling prices,

which were a result of disparities between world demand and supply, caused a

decrease in the country’s pepper export revenues.

 Vietnam earned 60 million US dollars from shipping abroad 44,000 tons of

pepper in the first five months of this year, posting year-on-year decreases of 14.6

per cent and 16.4 per cent, respectively.

 MNA/Xinhua

zation of Islamic Conference,

of which Gambia is a mem-

ber country.

 Jammeh is also the first

African head of state to visit

the Philippines.

The main streets of Ma-

nila from Roxas Boulevard

to the Malacanang Presiden-

tial Palace are flying the In-

donesian and Gambian na-

tional flags to welcome the

two presidents.

MNA/Xinhua
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Beijing to hold Int’l
Art Exhibition

 BEIJING ,21 June — Dubbed as “the Olympics of
Art”, the second International Art Biennale will be
held from 20 September to 20 October, organizers
announced Monday.

 The 30-day event will attract more than 450 artists

from both home and overseas, including such big names

as John Bellanyn and Allen Jones, and bring more than

500 works, mainly paintings and sculptures, said Jing

Shangyi, chairman of the Chinese Fine Artists Associa-

tion, also chief curator of the exhibition.

 Themed “Contemporary Art with Humanistic Con-

cerns”, the art exhibition, which is scheduled to be held

once every two years, has put its eyes on human social

life and the public this time.

 Jing said: “We will exert more efforts to make

contemporary art accessible to the general public,

express pursuit for world peace and promote the deve-

lopment of humankind as well as the harmony between

the human beings and nature.”

 An international jury consisting of Chinese and

foreign artists will assign awards for Best Work, Ex-

cellent Work, Lifetime Honourable Mention and Ex-

cellent Chinese Young Artist’s Work before the open-

ing of the exhibition, said Jing.

 At the sponsorship of the China Federation of

Literary and Art Circles, the Beijing municipal gov-

ernment and the Chinese Artists Association, the art

exhibition aims to show the opening-up of China,

which boasts a long-lived ancient civilization, Jing

acknowledged. — MNA/Xinhua

China, Jamaica agree to further eco, technological coop
 BEIJING , 21 June — Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and Jamaica’s Prime Minister Percival Noel James

Patterson agreed here on Monday to further improve economic and technological cooperation between
the two states.

Chinese, African parties vow to
strengthen ties

 BEIJING , 21 June — A senior official of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) said here Monday that China will further friendly cooperative ties with
African political parties in a bid to promote state-to-state relations.

Guinea, Madagascar,

Niger, Rwanda, Seychelles

and Togo attended the

seminar.

 “Chinese and African

parties have long-lasting

friendly exchange and coop-

eration”, Ma said. “CPC and

a number of African political

parties once joined hands to

fight for state independence

and national liberation in the

past; nowadays, we are all

striving for developing na-

tional economies and seeking

national revival.”

 Ma Wenpu, deputy

head of the International

Department of the CPC

Central Committee, told a

seminar held in Beijing

that the CPC will advance

such relations under the

principles of independ-

ence, full equality, mutual

respect and non-interfer-

ence in the others’ inter-

nal affairs.

 About 20 representa-

tives from the ruling par-

ties of Cameroon, Djibouti,

Guinea, Equatorial

 All should make ef-

forts to further enhance

understanding, consulta-

tion, cooperation, and bet-

ter the exchange of expe-

riences between Chinese

and African parties, he

said, adding that such en-

deavour is conducive to

the welfare of our own

development and the peo-

ples, to the maintenance

of the common interest of

developing countries, and

to the world peace and

stability.— MNA/Xinhua

 The two Prime Ministers witnessed the signing of

an economic and technological cooperation agreement

between the two governments after hour-long talks in

Beijing.

The two sides also reached three other agreements

covering cooperation on education and mining indus-

try. China and Jamaica set up diplomatic ties in 1972. In

February this year, the two states announced a “friendly

partnership of common development”. Wen said the

agreement of establishing such a partnership demon-

strates the two countries’ strong desire to strengthen

bilateral ties and also has laid down a solid political

foundation for the development China-Jamaica rela-

tions.

 “Jamaica has become China’s most important trade

partner in the English-speaking Caribbean areas,” Wen

said, adding that Jamaican Government’s recognition of

China’s full market economy has helped create favour-

able condition for bilateral economic and trade coopera-

tion.

 Wen also mentioned the China-Caribbean eco-

nomic and trade cooperation forum, which was held

early this year, has provided a new platform for China

and Caribbean countries to further exchanges and

cooperation.

MNA/Xinhua

Bangladeshi women militia to be
sent to Saudi Arabia

DHAKA , 21 June— The government of Bangladesh will send 170 trained
female members of the Bangladeshi Ansar (militia) to different institutions of
Saudi Arabia in the coming months.

The Ministry of Expa-

triates’ Welfare and Over-

seas Employment with the

assistance of the Ministry

of Home Affairs will send

the women Ansars who

have already completed a

month-long training on

domestic service includ-

ing baby sitting and han-

dling electronic equip-

ment like washing ma-
chines, micro-ovens, veg-

etable cutting machines

and food processors.  The
New Age reported on Mon-

day.

The 170 women mili-

tia also got language train-

ing, especially on Eng-

lish and Arabic, so that

they can communicate

with their employers.
State Minister of the

Ministry of Home Affairs

Lutfozzaman Babar was

quoted as saying that the

government has taken the

initiative to send man-

power abroad to earn for-

eign currency and meet

the increasing demand for

domestic help and hospi-

tal personnel in the Mid-
dle Eastern countries.

Among the listed

5,000 female members of

the Bangladesh Ansar

only 170 got the chance

to take the training and to

be sent to Saudi Arabia.
If the women Ansars

become popular for their

service, the country re-

portedly will send more

Ansar members, both

male and female, abroad

in the future.

The 170 women

Ansars will go to Saudi

Arabia for three years,

according to the contract
between the govern-

ments.  — MNA/Xinhua

SIA declines proposed merger
with Qantas

 SINGAPORE, 21 June — Singapore Airlines (SIA) on Monday ruled out the
possibility of merging with Qantas Airways, Australian national carrier,
according to Channel NewsAsia report.

 Responding to com-

ments by Australian Trade

Minister Mark Vaile that

he would back a merger

between Qantas and SIA,

as carried in an Australian

newspaper on Monday,

SIA said that it has no

such plans.

 The report quoted SIA

as saying that the move

would not help satisfy con-

sumers who want more

competition and choices

on the trans-Pacific route.

An analyst suggested that

some media reports have

taken the minister’s an-

swer to a hypothetical

question out of context and

blown it out of propor-

tion, said the report.

 Last Wednesday, an

Australian Government

spokesman said that it was

not the right time to grant

SIA access to the Sydney-

Los Angeles route, but the

government was review-

ing the aviation industry

and might introduce more

competition.

MNA/Xinhua

Pakistani, US
navies to

conduct joint
exercise in

Arabian Sea
 ISLAMABAD,21 June

— Pakistani and US na-

vies will conduct a 10-

day joint exercise in the

North Arabian Sea start-

ing from Monday, the

Associated Press of Pa-
kistan reported.

 A Press conference

in this regard was

held onboard US

ship Kauffman in

Karachi before the

exercise, wherein Com-

modore Hank Miranda of

US Navy and Commo-

dore Azhar Hayat of Pa-

kistan Navy gave details

of the exercise to the re-

porters and responded to

their queries.

 The exercise, which

would last for 10 days,

was named as “ Inspired

Union-2005”. It was a

combination of inspired

siren and inspired re-

sponse, two bilateral

exercises conducted an-

nually between US and

Pakistan Navy force.

 MNA/Xinhua

Two pedicab drivers pull their vehicles loaded
with passengers past an under construction site of a

new bridge in Samut Prakarn Province, central
Thailand, on 21 June, 2005.—INTERNET

Elderly Japanese women in Tokyo. Japan’s aging population and declining
birthrate have been blamed for a new casualty: a university has filed for

bankruptcy protection because it can no longer find enough students.—INTERNET
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Kenya to vie for permanent seat at UNSC
 NAIROBI , 22 June — Kenya is lobbying to get one of two new permanent

seats on the United Nations Security Council the African Union hopes to
reserve for the continent as part of broader reform of the United Nations,
local media reported on Monday.

S Africa reiterates opposition
to commercial whaling

 JOHANNESBURG, 22 June — South Africa said on Monday it is not consid-
ering changing its policy of opposing commercial whaling.

 Ethiopian FM holds talks with
senior Chinese official

 ADDIS ABABA , 22 June — Ethiopian Foreign Minister Seyoum Mesfin on
Monday held talks with Chinese Assistant Foreign Minister Lu Guozeng on
bilateral, regional and international issues of common interest.

 Scientists find deep-sea
photosynthetic bacterium

 LOS ANGELES, 22 June — A bacterium living deep within the Pacific
Ocean has been identified as the first photosynthetic organism that does
not live off sunlight, a team of scientists  reported on Monday.

 According to the Daily
Nation, Kenyan Foreign

Minister Ali Chirau

Mwakwere said the East

African nation would bat-

tle it out with other regional

giants for the security seats

slots.  Mwakwere said

Kenya’s key role in the re-

gional peace making initia-

tives will give it an edge

over opponents.

 Mwakwere said Kenya

should be a veto-wielding

member of the council

because of its work in

sealing a deal to end Su-

dan’s 21-year north-south

civil war, Africa’s longest

running conflict, and its

successful peace efforts in

neighbouring lawless So-

malia. “We have started

lobbying for the seat as we

have all the qualifications

and we are sure Kenya will

get one of the seats. Ken-

ya’s role in various peace-

making initiatives on the

continent gives it a com-

petitive edge in the re-

gional, continental and

multilateral organizations,”

Mwakwere told a meeting

of his ministry’s officials

in Naivasha, about 90 kilo-

metres northwest of Nai-

robi.

 However, the East Af-

rican nation will face

strong competition from

the other African candi-

dates.

 Nigeria, the continent’s

most populous nation, and

South Africa, its richest,

have both been heavily in-

volved in peacekeeping and

peacemaking across Africa

while Egypt has been a key

player in the Middle East.

    Currently, only Britain,

China, France, Russia and

the United States have per-

manent representation on

the council and the power

to single-handedly halt a

UN resolution.

 The expansion needs

the approval of two-thirds

of the UN member states

and a vote to change the

UN Charter requires a

two-thirds vote and the

Security Council approval.

 MNA/Xinhua

 The two officials ex-

changed views, especially

on the activities underway

to reform the United Na-

tions.

 During their talks,

Seyoum said Ethiopia sup-

ports the UN reform ac-

tivities, according to an

official with the Ethiopian

Foreign Ministry, who at-

tended the meeting.

 Lu after the talks told

journalists that his govern-

ment will further its devel-

opment assistance to Ethio-

pia. He described the cur-

rent status of cooperation

between Ethiopia and

China as vibrant.

 The Chinese Govern-

ment is desirous to further

step up its cooperation with

Ethiopia, he said, adding

that China considers the

place of Ethiopia in Africa

as being highly significant.

 He said the trade and

economic cooperation be-

tween the two countries has

been growing steadily.

 During the talks it was

pledged that all the neces-

sary measures will be taken

to enable Ethiopia draw

utmost benefits from the

duty-free export opportu-

nity act China has granted

to some African countries,

according to the Ethiopian

Foreign Ministry. The op-

portunity act, enforced this

year in the framework of

the Sino-African Coopera-

tion Forum, is expected to

boost Ethiopia’s export

trade. The opportunity is

granted to 28 countries in

Africa.

MNA/Xinhua

Veteran journalist Amrit Kakaria honoured
 NEW YORK , 22 June — Veteran Indian-American journalist Amrit

Kakaria has been honoured by the South Asian Journalists Association
(SAJA) at its 11th convention here.

 J P  Louw, spokes-

man for the Department

of Environmental Af-

fairs, said that the coun-

try was “generally not

supportive of Japan’s

efforts” at the conference

while referring to the

International Whaling

Commission (IWC)

meeting underway in

South Korea.

 Earlier on Monday,

environmental groups

monitoring proceedings

at the IWC hailed the

defeat, by 30 votes to 27,

of a Japanese proposal to

introduce secret ballot-

ing, which they feared

would tilt the body in

favour of the pro-whal-

ing lobby.

 Asked if the govern-

ment was looking at

changing its stance on

commercial whaling,

Louw said:

“Not at all. No-

body in the department,

as well as the minister

and director-general, is

looking at that.”

 His comments fol-

lowed media reports

claiming the failure of

the department’s former

deputy director-general,

Horst Kleinschmidt, to

attend the IWC meeting

would prove a setback

for the anti-whaling

lobby.

 Kleinschmidt is IWC

vice-chairman. He is cur-

rently working for the

department as a consult-

ant on fishing quotas,

after resigning earlier

this year.

 MNA/Xinhua
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Value yourself --- make healthy choices

 He was presented

with a plaque and a cita-

tion which  recalled the

long career he had with

the Economic Times.
 Accepting the award,

Kakaria suggested that

SAJA, which  has several

awards for South Asian

journalists working in the

ethnic and mainstream

media, institute awards

for those who  own the

media and invest in it.

 SAJA has a member-

ship of around 700 jour-

nalists and aims  at unit-

ing South Asian journal-

ists to ensure that their

concerns are taken care

of. —  MNA/Xinhua

 The green sulfur bac-

teria, living near hydro-

thermal vents 2,400 me-

tres deep in the ocean off

the coast of Mexico, have

significant implications for

the resiliency of life on

Earth and possibly on

other planets, the scientists

said.  The team, including

researchers from Canada,

Germany and the United

States, published their

findings in the 20 June

online  issue of the Pro-

ceedings of the National

Academy of Sciences.

 The plucky bacteria

that were found in a vent

field called 9  North off

the coast of Mexico. The

bacteria apparently live in

the razor thin interface be-

tween the extremely hot

water (350 degrees  Cel-

sius) coming from a

flange vent and the very

cold water (2 degrees

Celsius) surrounding it.

 The team collected

water samples around the

hydrothermal vents and

surrounding areas.

From the samples

near the vents, they culti-

vated a microbe that grew

in response to illumination

near  the thermal vents.

 Using DNA analysis,

the team classified the

microbe as a member of

the green sulfur bacteria

family, which use light

and sulfur to obtain en-

ergy.

The fact that the or-

ganism is obligate means

it  solely relies on photo-

synthesis to live.

 Sunlight can penetrate

100 to 200 metres into the

ocean, slowly dimming

while going deeper. Be-

cause these organisms live

nearly 2,400 metres below

the surface, the team be-

lieved the bacteria must

be getting light from the

hydrothermal vent near

where they were  found.

 “These organisms are

the champions of low

light photosynthesis,” said

Robert Blankenship, a

professor at Arizona State

University.

 The bacteria have an

elaborate and sophisti-

cated antenna system uti-

lizing a chlorosome com-

plex, which basically acts

like a microscopic satel-

lite dish, to efficiently

collect any light it  can

and transfer it to the or-

ganism’s reaction centre.

The reaction cen-

tre is where the actual

photosynthesis takes

place,  the researchers

explained.

MNA/Xinhua

Ivory Coast peace talks postponed
 JOHANNESBURG, 22 June — Ivory Coast stalled peace talks scheduled for

Pretoria this weekend were postponed because not all parties could attend,
the South African Presidency announced on Monday.

“We are trying to get

all parties down here,”

Presidential spokesman

Bheki Khumalo said,

adding a future date

had not yet been pro-

posed.

 Mandated by the Af-

rican Union, South Af-

rican President Thabo

Mbeki has been trying to

find a way to end the

civil war in the West

African country, which

flared up after a failed

coup in 2002, effectively

dividing the country into

the government held

south and the rebel held

north. Mbeki made an

early breakthrough on  6

April when he negotiated

a peace accord, prepar-

ing the way for talks be-

tween the warring fac-

tions.

 MNA/Xinhua

A Chinese farmer watches as his chicken is tested
for the bird flu virus in January, 2004. China

denied it encouraged farmers to use a drug meant
for humans to stop the spread of bird flu in

poultry which could render the medicine useless,
but said it would investigate. — INTERNET
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Rail Transportation Deputy
Minister leaves for Thailand

YANGON, 22 June — Deputy Minister for Rail

Transportation Thura U Thaung Lwin left here for

Thailand by air this morning to attend the East-West

Economic Corridor Conference: Investment Oppor-

tunities co-organized by UNESCAP, ADB and

Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) Business Fo-

rum which will be held in Bangkok, Thailand.

The deputy minister was seen off at Yangon

International Airport by Minister for Rail Transpor-

tation Maj-Gen Aung Min, directors-general, man-

aging directors and officials of the departments and

enterprises. — MNA

Appointment of Ambassador
agreed on

YANGON, 23 June —  The government of the

Union of Myanmar has agreed to the appointment of

Mr Bhaskar Kumar Mitra as Ambassador Extraordi-

nary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of India to

the Union of Myanmar in succession to His Excel-

lency Mr Rajiv Kumar Bhatia.

Mr Bhaskar Kumar Mitra was born in 1948.

He holds a post graduate degree in international

relations. He joined the Indian Foreign Service in

July 1973. Since joining the Indian Foreign Service,

he had served in various capacities in the Ministry of

External Affairs as well as the diplomatic missions

of India in Moscow, Kathmandu, New York and

Nairobi. He was a Joint Secretary in the Ministry of

External Affairs, New Delhi from 1993 to 1998 and

he served as Ambassador of India to Uzbekistan

from 1998 to 2002.  He is currently serving as

Ambassador of India to Bahrain.  — MNA

USDA Secretariat Member tours Kachin State

MEDICAL EQUIP-
MENT DONATED:
Officials of Medical
Biomedical Interna-
tional Association
(MBMI, France) of

France donated medical
equipment to Yangon
General Hospital on

Tuesday. After accept-
ing the donations worth
141,928 euro, Medical
Superintendent Dr Daw

Nu Nu Tha, officials
and wellwishers pose

for documentary photo.˚
  HEALTH

Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-Gen Aung
Min sees off Deputy Minister for Rail

Transportation Thura U Thaung Lwin at the
airport. —  RAILWAYS

YANGON, 22 June — Secretariat Member of the

Union Solidarity and Development Association Min-

ister for Communications, Posts and Telegraphs Brig-

Gen Thein Zaw accepted 500 membership applica-

tions from Mawhan Village USDA in Mohnyin Town-

ship on 18 June.

The Secretariat Member inspected the place for

construction of new building at BEMS in new

Hsemaing Village. In the afternoon, he met with

executives and organizers of Mohnyin District USDA

and the Principal and faculty members of Mohnyin

Degree College separately.

Next, the minister inspected Mohnyin Auto-

exchange and Bilu Village Telephone Carrier Board.

In Bilu Village, the Secretariat Member accepted 300

membership applications.

On 19 June morning, the Hopin Township

USDA Organizer handed over 1,200 membership

applications to the Secretariat Member.

At Myothitgale Affiliated BEHS, he met USDA

members and local people, and oversaw repairing

works at the school. Next, he viewed Paddy husk fired

power supply tasks being carried out by in Nantyin

Village USDA. Afterwards, the minister inspected

telephone carrier boards in Nankhwin, Nanmana and

Kanyinmyaing Villages.

In Mogaung, he met with executives and organ-

izers of the Township USDA and presented school

stationery to the officials.

 The minister yesterday fulfilled the require-

ments of Parami Oo Free Clinic in Myitkyina and

visited Abbot Training School. — MNA

USDA Secretariat Member Minister Brig-Gen Thein Zaw meets USDA members of Hopin, Nanma and
Indawgyi regions.—˚COMMUNICATIONS

Reclaim more land, increase water supply…
(from page 1)

Local authorities of Yamethin, Meiktila and Kyaukse

districts reported to the meeting on 32 per cent comple-

tion of Myohla Dam, plans to increase sown acreage,

progress in building of mini reservoirs, cultivation of

various crops, and officials on inflow of water at Hsinthe

Dam, plans to cultivate monsoon paddy in Yamethin

District with water supplied from Myohla and Thitlelon

creeks.

Chairman of Mandalay Division Peace and Devel-

opment Council Commander of Central Command Maj-

Gen Khin Zaw explained irrigation of crops and progress

in cultivating paddy.

Accompanied by the commander and officials, Lt-

Gen Ye Myint inspected No 1 water pumping station of

the Water Resources Utilization Department near Kon

village, Wundwin Township, Meiktila District. The

station is covered by the project to supply water to

Meiktila plain.

Officials briefed Lt-Gen Ye Myint on building of the

main canal and the water supply plan. Lt-Gen Ye Myint

made arrangements for early completion of the project.

When completed, the station will irrigate 30,000

acres of crops through five stages. It will pump the water

released by Zawgyi (Myogyi) Dam for Kinda Dam. The

work of building the main canal has been completed up

to 4,300 feet in length at present.

At Khamtile village in Myittha Township, Lt-Gen

Ye Myint observed the thriving paddy fields and sam-

ples of rice. He urged agriculturists to reclaim more land

for cultivation as the Government has been providing

assistance for them. He cordially met with local farmers

and made arrangements to grow more crops.

During inspection of Thittetkon diversion weir in

Myittha Township, Kyaukse District, he observed wa-

ter supply work. At the briefing hall, he heard a report on

volume of water flowing into the weir annually, water

supply, and maintenance of the facility presented by

officials of the Irrigation Department. Lt-Gen Ye Myint

urged them to extend the building of tributary canals and

to erect locks on Aungtha, Meli and Taungtalon creeks.

In the afternoon, Lt-Gen Ye Myint visited Myogyi

Dam Project near Myogyi village in Ywangan Town-

ship, southern Shan State. At the briefing hall, he heard

a report on conducting of soil test and building of a

diversion tunnel, presented by ID officials. Lt-Gen Ye

Myint looked into the requirements. He also studied the

place where a regulating dam will be built.

In Kyaukse Township, he visited oral health ward,

operation theatre, delivery room, women’s ward and

medical store at Thanywa village hospital. At his meet-

ing with Tatmadaw members and families in Meiktila,

Lt-Gen Ye Myint urged them to develop farming for

their welfare. After the meeting he cordially conversed

with them.

 MNA

YANGON, 22 June — First, Second and Third

Division football tournaments, co-organized by

Sports and Physical Education Department and

Myanmar Football Federation, continued at the

respective venues today.

In First Division Closing Cup, Sunye beat

SPEI (A) 5-4 at Aung San Stadium. In Third

Division, Lunbyan beat  Panhlaing Youth 6-4 at

Padonma Grounds and SPEI (B) beat Kyanginsu

Youth 3-1 at Salin Grounds. In Second Division,

Banner (B) beat Yangon Division Youth 5-4 at

Padetha Grounds.

Fixtures on 23 June
Rail Transportation vs Navy in First Division Clos-

ing Cup at Aung San Stadium,

Okkala (B) Palenet vs Ziyon in Second Division at

Padonma Grounds,

Little Silver Stars vs Pa-Hta-Pa in Second Division

at Padetha Grounds,

Sweson (a) Oscar vs First Eleven at Third Division

at Salin Grounds. —  MNA

First, Second and Third Division
football tournaments continue
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Religious treatises donated
YANGON, 22 June—

The Cetiyangana Associa-

tion of Shwedagon Pagoda

donated religious treatises

to the Ministry of Reli-

gious Affairs at the minis-

try on Kaba Aye Pagoda

Road here this afternoon.

Present on the occa-

sion were Minister for

Religious Affairs Brig-

Gen Thura Myint Maung,

Deputy Minister Brig-Gen

Thura Aung Ko, Direc-

tor-General of the Reli-

gious Affairs Department

U Myo Kyaw, Director-

General of the Department

for Promotion and Propa-

gation of the Sasana Dr

Myo Myint, departmental

officials, officials of the

Shwedagon Pagoda Board

of Trustees, wellwishers

Chairman of the

Cetiyangana Association

and executives, and fam-

ily members of Thamada

Thingantaik.

On behalf of the asso-

ciation, Chairman U

Kyaw Htay and Execu-

tive U Kyaw Wai pre-

sented 6,023 copies reli-

gious treatises and 36 cup-

boards; proprietor of  Tha-

mada Thingantaik Thiha

Thudhamma Manijota-

dhara Thiri Thudhamma

Manijotadhara U Than

Naing-Thiha Thudhamma

Singi Daw Kyi Kyi Swe, K

600,000 to the ministry

through the minister.

MNA

 CEC Member holds meeting with USDA
members in Mon State

YANGON, 22 June—

CEC Member of the Un-

ion Solidarity and Devel-

opment Association Min-

ister for Mines Brig-Gen

Ohn Myint held discus-

sions on organizational

and regional development

tasks with the patron of

Mon State USDA the

commander of South-

East Command and the

deputy commander at the

office of the salt enter-

prise in Mon State on 19

June afternoon.

Next, the CEC mem-

ber inspected progress of

the construction of build-

ings at the basic educa-

tion primary school

(Kwanton) and basic edu-

cation high school

(Peinhnegon) in Mudon

Township.

At the meeting with

members of the school

boards of trustees,

townselders and teachers,

the commander gave in-

structions on ensuring

enrollment of all school-

age children, mainte-

nance of the buildings,

effectively nurturing the

students to become out-

standing ones, develop-

ment of human resources,

and harmonious partici-

pation in the regional de-

velopment undertakings.

On 20 June morning,

the commander met with

the secretary, executives

and members of

Kyaikmaraw Township

USDA’s office, and in-

structed the officials to

coordinate with local au-

thorities in the organiza-

tional work, and to make

field trips down to the

grassroots level for re-

gional development tasks.

In-charge of

Mawlamyine Industrial

Zone Minister Brig-Gen

Ohn Myint inspected the

industrial zone and gave

instructions on manufac-

turing of industrial fin-

ished products, produc-

tion of the items that have

already had ready mar-

kets.

He met with secretar-

ies, executives and mem-

bers of township USDAs

in Mon State and

Mawlamyine District in

the afternoon and secre-

taries, executives and

members of district and

township USDAs in

Thaton District in the

evening. At the meetings,

the CEC member dealt

with speedy participation

with Union Spirit in im-

plementation of the

State’s seven-point Road

Map and the Associa-

tion’s nine future work

programmes, strictly

abiding by rules and regu-

lations and working hard

for becoming skilled

members, active partici-

pation in rural develop-

ment measures in coordi-

nation with local admin-

istrative bodies, and car-

rying out organizational

tasks with the use of ex-

periences and knowledge

gained from the courses

conducted by the central

level.

Yesterday morning,

the CEC member also

held a meeting with the

secretary of Mon State

USDA, the secretary and

executives of township

USDAs at the state

USDA office.

He instructed offi-

cials concerned to play a

leading role in the rural

development tasks and to

speed up the organiza-

tional work for greater

participation of the rural

folks in the implementa-

tion of the State’s seven-

point Road Map.

 MNA

 Mass campaign on DHF prevention carried
out in 13 townships of Yangon Division

YANGON, 22 June —

Mass campaign on pre-

vention and control of

Dengue Haemorrhagic

Fever-DHF co-organized

by the Ministry of Health

and Yangon City Devel-

opment Committee was

launched today in

Thakayta Township in

Yangon East District.

DHF prevention

activities were also car-

ried out today in 13 town-

ships in Yangon Divi-

sion.

Chairman of

Yangon Division Peace

and Development Coun-

cil Commander of Yangon

Command Maj-Gen

Myint Swe and Minister

for Health Dr Kyaw Myint

inspected the activities.

At Thakayta Town-

ship Development Affairs

Committe office, Head of

the Health Department of

YCDC Dr Tin Maung

Win, Head of Thakayta

Township Health Depart-

ment Dr Khin Maung Swe

and Yangon Division

Health Department Dr Hla

Myint reported to the com-

mander and Health Min-

ister on DHF prevention

and control activities be-

ing carried out in districts

and townships in Yangon

Division.

Moreover, they

also reported on preven-

tive measures against

DHF being carried out in

19 wards in Thakayta

Township by local people

joining hands with staff of

the health department and

social organizations.

Chairman of

Yangon East District

Peace and Development

Council Lt-Col Maung

Maung Shein also re-

ported on arrangements

for holding of educative

talks on DHF and treat-

ments to be given in the

township.

Commander Maj-

Gen Myint Swe and Min-

ister Dr Kyaw Myint

urged officials concerned

to make arrangements for

medical treatments and

DHF prevention activities

and attended to the needs.

Afterwards, the

Commander and the Min-

ister visited the places in

the township where DHF

prevention activities were

being carried out by staff

of the health departments,

YCDC, members of so-

cial organizations and

ward dwellers.

Next, Commander

Maj-Gen Myint Swe and

Minister Dr Kyaw Myint

attended the educative

talks on prevention of

DHF jointly organized by

officials of YCDC and the

Health Department.

 MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Health Minister Dr Kyaw Myint view
mass campaign on DHF prevention,encourage town dwellers

 in Thakayta Township. —YCDC

Minister Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung receives copies of religious treatises
donated by wellwishers.—MNA
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* For well-being of Our Myanmar Nation
We, Myanmar Women
Being awake and united
Founded
Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation .
The Third of July is
Our Myanmar Women’s Day
It shall be remembered
As long as the world exists.

* Just because I’m feminine
I shan’t depend on strangers.
I love my kin, and don’t discard it
I intend to keep my roots untainted.
Though  I have no grudge
A woman has a hard heart
Myanmar National holds my root.
Safeguarding pride of Myanmar lineage
We’ll be honest.

* Our cultural heritage
We shall not waver.
Human trafficking, terrorism
We shall put to end.
We shall all strive together
With guidance of MWAF.
With cognizance of legal angle
Must also have extensive economic views
Women of young, middle and old age
Must constantly congregate.

* Give due priority to education
Of young sons and daughters.
Join hands and help
To seek school entrance.
Give generously what you can
With a clear, clean heart.
Elder sister regarded in mother’s stead
With due goodwill
And added loving-kindness
Give warmth, you can afford.

* For well-being of Our Myanmar Nation
We, Myanmar Women
Being awake and united
Founded MWAF.

 Ma Shwe Aye (Heho) (Trs)
(Hailing Myanmar Women’s Day—July 3.)

(from page 16)
After that, four groups were formed for construction

of Mindat-Matupi Road.

In the past, the road served the interest of local

people with poor transport facilities. Today, Mindat-

Matupi stretching 50 miles from Mindat to Shivannu

Village was successfully opened due to concerted

efforts of employees of Public Works and contribu-

tion of the local people in line with the policy adopted

by the Government to enable the entire national races

to enjoy fruitful results of development in the coun-

try. Remaining 52 miles long road section will be

upgraded soon.

In the past, it took five days to travel from

Mindat to Matupi but now thanks to the opening of the

Mindat-Matupi road, it takes only about  six hours for

the journey. The road will contribute much towards

uplift of economic, social, health and education stand-

ards of about 90,000 local people residing in 203

villages of 95 village-tracts and eight wards of Mindat

and Matupi Townships. That is why all the local people

are to safeguard durability of the road.

Next, the Commander also delivered an ad-

dress, saying that the Government has laid down the

plan to speed up development of Chin State. In the

transport sector, Kalay-Falam-Haka Road, Haka-

Gangaw Road, Haka-Matupi Road and Mindat-Matupi

Road are being upgraded. Furthermore, Rezwa-

Shatalai-Gangaw Road is being renovated. Therefore,

remarkable progress has been made in transport facili-

ties on Haka-Kalay Road, Haka-Gangaw Road and

Our Myanmar Women’s Day

Measures taken for…

Mindat and Matupi facilitated…
Matupi-Mindat Road and Mindat-Kyaukhtu-Pakokku

Road.

Later, he thanked engineers, officials, employ-

ees and local people for their efforts and contributions

and urged the local people to safeguard long-term

existence of the road.

Later, local people U Htein Lein spoke words of

thanks.

Next, the commander, the minister and guests

took the places at the archway-1 where the opening

ceremony will be held. The commander and the min-

ister formally commissioned the road. The commander,

the minister, guests and local people posed for docu-

mentary photo and strolled along the road.

At the archway-2 near mile post 32/7, Com-

mander Maj-Gen Tha Aye and Minister Maj-Gen Saw

Tun cut the ribbon to open along the road.

At the third section of the opening ceremony for

the road at mile post 50, Maj-Gen Tha Aye and Maj-

Gen Saw Tun inaugurated the road.

Mindat-Matupi road is 102 miles long. In the

past, the road was 12 feet wide and tarred road section

was about three miles long. Due to landslides and poor

transport facilities, local people faced difficulties in

social, health and education sectors in the past.

At present, the road was expanded to 30 feet

wide one and the 50 miles long road section was

tarmacked from Mindat to Shivannu Village. And,

remaining 52 miles section has been built as a gravel

one for smooth transport of the region.

 MNA

(from page 16)
construction of basic education middle school in the

village.

    On 20 June, the minister attended inauguration of

20-kilowatt self-reliance hydel electric power station

in Hteesekha Village. Secretary of Kayah State USDA

U Kyaw Swe and Chairman of Village Peace and

Development Council U Sein Nyunt and member U Ni

formally opened the hydel electric power station. The

minister and party inspected the power station and

prospects of supplying power in its environs.

    The minister explained measures undertaken for

development of urban and rural areas in meeting with

the villagers. He presented exercise books for village

schools and clothes for the villagers to officials.

    The minister attended opening of extension of

basic education high school in Loilemlay Village.

Kayah State Assistant Education Officer Daw Mya

Mya, Headmaster U Win Htain formally opened the

building. He presented exercise books to the head-

master.  He also attended opening of Loilemlay Vil-

lage USDA Office, cash donation ceremony for fu-

neral service association and tree planting in Loihtwe

Village and enshrinement of Komyo Shwe Zedi in

Loikaw on 21 June. —MNA
Indian Embassy provides

teaching aids for YU
YANGON, 22 June — Indian Embassy donated

teaching aids to Yangon University this morning

At the donation ceremony held at the Diamond

Jubilee Hall in Kamayut Township, Indian Ambassa-

dor to Myanmar Mr R K Bhatia briefed on the purpose

of the donation and presented teaching aids to Minister

for Education U Than Aung.  Minister U Than Aung

spoke words of thanks and presented a certificate of

honour to the Indian Ambassador.

Also present on the occasion were Deputy Min-

ister for Education U Myo Nyunt, directors-general of

the departments under the ministry, rectors and pro-

rectors, and officials. — MNA

Hu to attend SCO, G-8 summits
 BEIJING, 22 June —Chinese President Hu Jintao will

pay a state visit to Russia and Kazakhstan, and attend

the summit meeting of the Shanghai Cooperation Or-

ganization to be held in the Kazak capital of Astana

before attending the G-8 plus five summit in England,

a spokesman for the Chinese Foreign Ministry said

here Tuesday. The spokesman, Liu Jianchao, said Hu’s

trip will last from June 30 to July 7. He was invited by

Russian President Vladimir Putin, Kazak President

Nursultan Nazarbayev and British Prime Minister Tony

Blair.— MNA/Xinhua

Task for preventing
against…

(from page 1)
U Salaing Yaw La re-

ported to the minister

and party on substitution

of sand bags under natu-

ral gas pipeline, cover-

ing of gabion and gravel

beside the pipeline to

prevent erosion, placing

of stone sausage on the

pipeline, construction of

five short spurs to pre-

vent Seiktha bank,

progress in building of

snag guards and moni-

toring of natural gas

pipeline round the clock

by a snag lifter and fu-

ture tasks; General Man-

ager of Myanmar Oil

and Gas Enterprise U

Than Htut on progress of

works of river crossing

natural gas pipeline and

Director-General of

DWRIRS U Chit Khin

on prevention tasks for

river crossing pipeline

by the use of documen-

tary photos.

Next, Deputy Minis-

ter U Pe Than gave sup-

plementary reports.

Regarding the re-

ports, the minister

fulfilled the require-

ments.

Afterwards, the min-

ister and party inspected

starting point of the

natural gas pipeline,

markings on it,  a div-

ing check point and a

snag lifter.

 MNA

PRIZES GIVEN: The badminton contest to mark
2005 International Olympic Day took place at

National Badminton Hall on 21-6-2005. Myanmar
Badminton Federation President U Maung Maung

Swe presents prize to a winner.—NLM
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The attributes of Myanmar women
 Tekkatho Thin Kha

In Myanmar society, there is a saying,

which goes, “A woman’s modesty cannot be

bought even with gold.” The proverb is a so-

cial teaching for all women young or old.

For a woman, preserving and maintaining her

modesty means protecting herself.

Traditionally, women have to always up-

hold and maintain their three attributes,

namely, modesty, morals and qualification.

Myanmar society usually extends due re-

spect and regard to women. For example, the

proverbs “The eldest daughter of a family

plays the mother’s role when the mother be-

comes old and feeble” and “The hand that

rocks the cradle rules the world” recognize

and highlight women’s role in the nation.

Myanmar women have more rights than

their counterparts of other nations around the

world. A wife has the right to receive all the

earnings of her husband to manage the af-

fairs of the family.

Till now Myanmar society greatly values

and strictly adheres to the system of mo-

nogamy it has practised since yore. It disap-

proves of and never accepts adultery and

unfaithfulness.

As the Myanmar Women’s Affairs Fed-

eration was formed to help the womenfolk,

it has been protecting the rights of women

according to the laws enacted by the Gov-

ernment. It is the Myanmar tradition that

girls are looked after by their parents and

that when they grow up, they are protected

by their elder and younger brothers. When a

woman gets married, the onus is on her hus-

In honour of the Myanmar Women’s Day, which falls on 3 July, the entire

Myanmar women are urged to contribute by doing their bit towards the

implementation of the political, economic and social objectives laid down by the

State and putting into reality the State’s seven-point Road Map under the

leadership of the MWAF at a time when the State has been taking all possible

measures effectively for the development of Myanmar women.

HAILING  THE  MYANMAR  WOMEN ’ S DAY (3RD JULY , 2005)

band to protect and care her. And it is one of

the adorable traditions of Myanmar society.

Similarly, when they grow old they are looked

after by the offspring.

As the entire womenfolk today have been

cared, their rights ensured and safeguarded by

MWAF, all our sisters, aunts, mothers and

grandmas of the nation will surely enjoy more

progress and prosperity than ever.

In the nation, today’s women have a

strong confidence in themselves that they are

capable of doing things the same way as men

do. In respective jobs, women are working

shoulder to shoulder with men.

Now, handicraft, oratory and fine arts are

as important as educational qualification and

degrees. Except some jobs requiring to exert

manual labour, women can carry out all types

In addition, the Government has been nur-

turing the entire mass of women to love and

value their traditions and culture more. The

womenfolk on their part should preserve their

lineage and maintain their prestige with patri-

otism.

In the nation, emphasis needs to be placed

constantly on measures for further develop-

ment of the mass of Myanmar women keep-

ing in mind the achievement gained in the

past. In the process, Myanmar women are to

exert efforts to keep their spirit always active

and dynamic, while cultivating positive atti-

tude.

In the present period, there is no discrimi-

nation between men and women in Myanmar.

And both can enjoy equal rights in pursuing

education in high schools, universities, colleges

and institutes.

of tasks. Now, a large number of female

medical specialists, engineers, law officers,

physicists, chemists, company proprietors and

entrepreneurs are achieving success in respec-

tive fields. So, Myanmar women should try

hard to be well-versed in a certain field ac-

cording to their interest. Now is an opportune

time for Myanmar women to effectively ap-

ply their education and knowledge and to take

charge of duties in whatever role they may

be under the leadership of the MWAF in the

interests of the mass of women and the moth-

erland.

Family is the primary unit of a nation. It

is said that father is the head of a family, and

mother the heart of a family. So, a mother

plays the vital role in each family.

In honour of the Myanmar Women’s Day,

which falls on 3 July, I would like to urge

the entire Myanmar women to contribute by

doing their bit towards the implementation of

the political, economic and social objectives

laid down by the State and putting into real-

ity the State’s seven-point Road Map under

the leadership of the MWAF at a time when

the State has been taking all possible meas-

ures effectively for the development of

Myanmar women.

Translation: TMT + MS

As the Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation was formed to help the

womenfolk, it has been protecting the rights of women according to the

laws enacted by the Government. It is the Myanmar tradition that girls

are looked after by their parents and that when they grow up, they are

protected by their elder and younger brothers. When a woman gets mar-

ried, the onus is on her husband to protect and care her. And it is one

of the adorable traditions of Myanmar society. Similarly, when they grow

old they are looked after by the offspring.
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2. 34(T) SPARE-MPE/SL/2005-06 14. 50(T) SPARE-MPE/SL/2005-06
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TRADE  MARK CAUTION
NOTICE

D.JACOBSON & SONS

LIMITED, a company

organized under the laws

of United Kingdom and

having its principal of-

fice at Cloughfold, Bacup

Road, Rawtenstall, Lan-

cashire BB4 7PA, United

Kingdom is the owner and

sole proprietor of the fol-

lowing Trademark:-

GOLA
Reg. No. 4/2931/2005
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Kuwait’s first female minister
sworn in

OPEC ready to increase output
by 500,000 BPD

Singh says no maximalist position
on globalization

US attracts Chinese students by loosening
control over student visa

KUWAIT CITY, 21 June

— President of the Or-

ganization of Petroleum-

Exporting Countries

(OPEC) Sheikh Ahmad

Al-Fahad Al- Sabah said

on Monday that he will

consult with OPEC mem-

bers to increase 500,000

barrels per day (bpd) in

case oil prices hike by the

end of this week.

 “If oil prices continue

to rise or maintain current

levels until end of this

week, I will consult with

my colleagues” to pump

extra half a million bar-

rels, Sheikh Ahmad, also

the Kuwaiti energy min-

ister, was quoted by Ku-

wait’s official KUNA

news agency as saying.

 He predicted that the

third quarter of the year

would witness a one-mil-

lion-bpd increase in

demand.

 On whether Saudi

Arabia would increase its

production over its 9.5

million bpd, he said all

OPEC members were

ready to increase produc-

tion to provide enough

supply for the oil market.

 The OPEC is cur-

rently producing around

30.3 million bpd.

 Oil prices are exceed-

ing 55 US dollars per bar-

rel, despite the OPEC’s

recent increase of 500,000

bpd.— MNA/Xinhua

 KUWAIT CITY, 21 June

— Maasouma Al-

Mubarak became the first

female Cabinet minister

in Kuwait’s history after

she was sworn in as Plan-

ning Minister on Monday,

the official Kuwait News
Agency reported.

 Pledging loyalty to

the oil-rich kingdom,

Mubarak said after the in-

auguration ceremony that

she looked forward to

putting into action the re-

form aspirations adopted

by Kuwaiti Amir Sheikh

Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-

Sabah, including those to

promote women’s rights,

the report said.

 However, some law-

makers in the Kuwaiti Na-

tional Assembly (Parlia-

ment) said Mubarak’s ap-

pointment was unconsti-

tutional as she has not been

registered as a voter.

 They said according

to Article 82 of the Ku-

waiti Constitution, any in-

dividual who is a member

of the Parliament must be

qualified as a voter in ac-

cordance with the electoral

law.  Kuwaiti Prime Min-

ister Sheikh Jaber Al-

Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-

Sabah dismissed the

charge. “The issue is set-

tled... She (Mubarak) took

oath and she is to stay in

the Cabinet,” he said.

 MNA/Xinhua

ROME, 21 June— Ask-

ing the West to show pa-

tience, India’s External

Affairs Minister K Natwar

Singh Monday asserted

that there should be no

maximalist position on glo-

balization which must be

allowed to develop at a

pace convenient to absorb

by developing countries.

“There can be no doubt

that globalization, if it is

rightly defined and allowed

to develop in its full per-

spective, can indeed be-

come the mantra of today’s

world,” he said at a semi-

nar here on “Europe-In-

dia: Collaboration in the

era of Globalization”.

EmphasiZing that glo-

balization must be a con-

tinuous process of cross-

linear fertilization between

nations, he said it must have

a “human face” and moved

by the great ideas of free-

dom, and equality.

“The West must show

patience; the richer and the

more developed countries

should be willing to open

up faster and quicker than

those who are poorer due

to historical inequalities,”

he stressed.

Singh is cutting short

his visit to Italy and reach-

ing Brussels for the meet-

ing on Wednesday of the

foreign ministers of the G-

4 countries comprising In-

dia, Brazil, Japan and Ger-

many.

Singh said “there

should be no maximalist

position on globalization.

The process must be al-

lowed to develop in a pace

that is convenient to ab-

sorb especially for deve-

loping countries”.

Singh also spoke of the

pitfalls in taking the wrong

path. Globalization must

not mean sweeping the di-

versity and differences that

mark humanity and con-

structing inseated an

overarching formula, gen-

eralized in logic and regi-

mented in thought and ap-

pearance.

In many parts of the

developing world, it was

perceived as another in-

strument of Western he-

gemony in the guise of a

tempting economic prize,

he said adding “this suspi-

cion becomes fear since

globalization, as it has

evolved, appears to extend

Western, especially

American, cultural

values”.He asked the world

to carefully look at another

fundamental issue of glo-

balization.

MNA/Xinhua

BEIJING, 21 June —

From Monday on, the

United States began grant-

ing the annual multiple

entry visa to Chinese stu-

dents, a great leap com-

pared with the previous

six-month and two entries

visa for Chinese students.

 “This was a major

readjustment the US Em-

bassy has ever made since

the 9/11 attacks,” said Bao

Lei, an agent with the

Golden Orient, a Beijing-

based intermediate com-

pany offering services for

overseas study pro-

grammes.

 After 2001, the

United States had tight-

ened its control over for-

eign students entering the

country. As a result, the

visa requests of some Chi-

nese students, even appli-

cations with scholarship

offered by American uni-

versities have been denied.

 “Many Chinese stu-

dents prefer studying in

Australia or European

countries because it is

easier for them to get vi-

sas there,”  said Shen Jiru,

a research fellow with the

Chinese Academy of So-

cial Sciences.

 Figures provided by

the US Embassy show that

in the 2000-2001 aca-

demic year, about 19,000

Chinese students were

approved to study in the

United States, a record

high. But the figure in the

2002-2003 academic year

dropped to 13,000.

 China and the United

States reached an under-

standing on 14 June that

qualified Chinese citizens

applying for student visas

(F-1/F- 2), exchange vi-

sas (J-1/J-2) and voca-

tional training visas (M1/

M2) would be able to get

visas for 12 months and

multiple entries.

 “The extension of

visa reciprocity for Chi-

nese students, following a

similar expansion agree-

ment in January 2005 on

business and tourist visas,

will significantly enhance

mutual understanding be-

tween China and the

United States,” the US

Embassy said in a Press

release last week.

 The decision has won

applause from Chinese

students.

 MNA/Xinhua

DONATE

BLOOD

FOR IMMEDIATE RENT
One storey brick house on 110' x 130' property. Busy

location on Saya San Rd. Good parking. Good for

office or any business.

TEL: 544813 09-80-20164
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New computer programme to
predict Alzheimer’s risk

  LOS ANGELES, 21 June—A new, brain scan-based computer programme that quickly and accurately
measures metabolic activity in a key region of brain can be applied to predict the development of
Alzheimer’s disease, US researchers reported on Sunday.

 The computer pro-

gramme, called “Hip-

Mask”, is an image analy-

sis technique that allows

researchers to standardize

and computer automate

the sampling of PET (posi-

tron emission tomogra-

phy) brain scans.

  Scientists at the New

York University, who de-

veloped this programme,

hope the technique will

enable doctors to measure

the metabolic rate of the

hippocampus and detect

below-normal metabolic

activity linked with Al-

zheimer’s.

  Earlier studies have

demonstrated the hippo-

campus, a sea-horse

shaped area of the brain

associated with memory

and learning, diminishes

in size as Alzheimer’s dis-

ease progresses from mild

cognitive impairment to

full-blown dementia.

  Yet until now there

has been no reliable way

to accurately and  quickly

measure the hippocampal

area of the brain on a PET

scan. The hippocampus is

small and its size and

shape are affected greatly

in individuals with Alzhe-

imer’s, making it difficult

to sample this region.

HipMask is a sampling

technique that uses MRI

(magnetic resonance

imaging) to anatomically

probe the PET scan.

  MRI relies on elec-

tromagnetic energy to ex-

cite water molecules  in

the brain to create an

anatomical map of the

brain.

The MRI was  used in

the study to determine the

total volume of the hip-

pocampus and then to de-

fine the portion that was

shared by all persons re-

gardless of their disease

status. PET employs ra-

dioactively labelled glu-

cose to show the brain at

work and the HipMask

was applied to these scans

to derive estimates of the

hippocampal glucose me-

tabolism.

  “This is the first dem-

onstration that reduced

metabolic activity in the

hippocampus may be used

to help predict future

Alzheimer’s disease,” said

Lisa Mosconi, the research

scientist who developed

the computer programme.

  “Although our find-

ings need to be replicated

in other studies,” she said,

“our technique offers the

possibility that we will be

able to screen for Alzhei-

mer’s in individuals who

aren’t cognitively im-

paired”. — MNA/Xinhua

Annan says UN ready to extend
further support to Lebanon
 UNITED  NATIONS, 21 June—UN Secretary-Gen-

eral Kofi Annan said that the United Nations stands
ready to extend support and assistance to the new
government of Lebanon, UN spokesman Fred
Eckhard said Monday.

 In a statement issued

by the spokesman, Annan

said “the holding of these

elections on time and in a

credible manner has been

a key element in a transi-

tion in which the Leba-

nese people have been ex-

pressing their determina-

tion to shape their own

future, strengthen politi-

cal institutions and restore

their full sovereignty.”

 The Secretary-Gen-

eral congratulated the peo-

ple and government of

Lebanon for their success-

ful holding of the polls,

noting that preliminary

reports, including that of

the UN electoral assist-

ance team in Lebanon, in-

dicate that the elections

were technically well con-

ducted and credible, and

apparently carried out in

a free and nonviolent

environment.

Annan also com-

mended the outgoing gov-

ernment on the excellent

manner in which has han-

dled its electoral respon-

sibilities, saying that the

United Nations “stands

ready to extend support

and assistance to the new

government, as and if re-

quired.”

MNA/Xinhua

Antrix, EADS
Astrium France

to market
satellites globally

 BANGALORE, 21

June— Antrix, the com-

mercial arm of the De-

partment of Space, and the

Euro 2.6 billion EADS

Astrium of France signed

a Memorandum of Agree-

ment to jointly address

commercial markets for

communications satellites

with payload power be-

low four kilowatts and a

launch mass in the range

of two to three tons.

“Satellites in this seg-

ment represent a sizeable

and stable part of the world

market,” an Indian Space

Research Organiza-

tion statement said here

Monday.

MNA/PTI

US scientists cultivate muscle
tissue with own vessels

 LOS ANGELES, 21 June—US researchers reported on Monday that they used
a novel cocktail of cells to coax muscle tissue to develop its own vascular network.

 After this process

called pre-vascularization,

tissues implanted in liv-

ing mice and rats could

integrate more robustly

with the body’s own tis-

sues than similar implants

without blood vessels, sci-

entists at Massachusetts

Institute of Technology

(MIT) said in a paper in

the on-line version of

 Nature Biotechnology.
 For years, a major ob-

stacle has dashed the

hopes of creating “replace-

ment parts” for the human

body: the lack of an inter-

nal, nourishing blood sys-

tem in engineered tissues.

Without it, thicker tissues

can not thrive, which has

confined tissue engineer-

ing’s practical application

to thin skin, which can re-

cruit blood vessels from

underlying tissue.

 But now the MIT re-

searchers have provided

“a compelling demonstra-

tion of the benefits of pre-

vascularization for engi-

neering larger pieces of

tissue”, a commentary in

the Nature Biotechnology
said. What’s more excit-

ing, this generic approach

that can be applied towards

making other complex tis-

sues.

 According to

Shulamit Levenberg, lead

author of the paper, the

researchers combined

three cell types: myoblasts

that form muscle fibres;

endothelial cells that in-

dependently self-organize

into vessel tubes; and

fibroblasts that are the pre-

cursors for the smooth

muscle cells that stabilize

the vessel amidst the tis-

sue’s gooey extracellular

matrix.

 In vitro experiments

showed that the endothelial

cells formed vessels, re-

cruited the fibroblasts, and

differentiated them into

smooth muscle cells. The

differentiated fibroblasts

expressed the angiogenic

growth factor, which fur-

ther stimulated vessel

growth. —MNA/Xinhua

NASA sets up new office for
space programme analysis

 WASHINGTON , 21 June — NASA announced
Monday it has set up a new office to perform
independent analysis of space programmes and
provide advice to the US news agency.

 NASA Administrator

Michael Griffin created the

department in the end of

April, two weeks after he

assumed office. The Office

of Programme Analysis and

Evaluation will report di-

rectly to Griffin the results

of its examination of a vari-

ety of issues of strategic

importance to the agency

so that the NASA chief can

make well-informed and

timely decisions.   The of-

fice is responsible for inde-

pendently assessing pro-

gramme performance, mak-

ing programmatic and insti-

tutional recommendations,

performing cost analysis,

and conducting strategic

planning activities. It has no

authority to hire, fire or pay.

The long term goal is to

ensure a strong, objective,

professional function of the

office to serve the agency,

as NASA continues to pur-

sue the Vision for Space

Exploration, NASA said in

a statement.   “As we move

forward to implement the

Vision for Space Explora-

tion, it is important that we

make the best decisions pos-

sible with analysis that is

objective, multidisciplinary,

and as transparent as possi-

ble,” said Griffin.

MNA/Xinhua

WHO introduces mental health legislation book
 GENEVA , 21 June—The World Health Organization (WHO) announced on

Monday the publication of a landmark book which will  guide countries and
support relevant parties in the creation of  mental health legislation.

 The WHO Resource

Book on Mental Health,

Human Rights and  Leg-

islation includes consul-

tations with hundreds of

experts  throughout the

world, leaders in psychia-

try, psychology and law

as well as representa-

tives from mental health

service users, family

groups and Non-govern-

ment Organizations.

 There are an increas-

ing number of countries

implementing  progres-

sive mental health laws

that respect, protect and

fulfil  the rights of people

with mental disorders,

and the book will  pro-

vide support to these

countries and strive to im-

prove the lives and well-

being of people suffering

from those disorders, said

the  health agency.

 “We have a moral and

legal obligation to mod-

ernize mental  health leg-

islation. The WHO is

ready to help its member

states  fulfil this obliga-

tion with technical sup-

port and expert advice,”

WHO Director-General

Lee Jong-wook said in a

statement.

MNA/Xinhua
Polish animation film director and painter Maciej Dowgiallo decorates a cow figure
that will be part of a cow parade, in a studio in Warsaw, on 20 June, 2005.—INTERNET
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Germany, Argentina play to 2-2 draw
in Confederations Cup

 NUREMBERG (Germany), 22 June— Hosts Germany forced title favourites
Argentina to a 2-2 draw in a top-of-the-table clash at the Confederations Cup
on Tuesday.

Chelsea sign del Horno
from Athletic Bilbao

 LONDON, 22 June— Asier del Horno

has agreed to a three-year deal worth of

12 million euros with England cham-

pions Chelsea on Tuesday.

 The Premier League champions said

that the Athletic Bilbao left back will

become a key force in the team.

 "Asier is an outstanding international

player who will add quality to the squad

in a position we needed to strengthen,"

said Chelsea manager Jose Mourinho in

a statement.

 "I'm sure he will be a key player as

Chelsea continues with its goal to achieve

greater success both in England and in

the Champions League."

 Del Horno, 24, came through the

youth ranks at Athletic.

 Del Horno made his debut for Spain

last September in a friendly against Scot-

land and scored the winner against Eng-

land in a November friendly.

 Chelsea have been looking for a player

to challenge Wayne Bridge at left back.

 He will join up with the Chelsea squad

for the start of pre-season training from

6 July.  —MNA/Xinhua

South Korea’s Park Ji-sung
joins Manchester United

 SEOUL, 22 June— South Korean footballer Park Ji-

sung has become the first South Korean player to play

the English Premier League by joining Manchester

United, his agent said Wednesday.

 "The Netherlands' PSV Eindhoven and the English

League club reached a deal early in the morning,"

Park's agency FS Corp said. "The transfer fee for Park

was set at six million euros (7.3 million US dollars)."

 Park will play for four years and earn a salary of two

million pounds a year during the contract years.

 He will depart for London Wedensday afternoon to

undergo medical tests there, his agent said.

MNA/Xinhua

Algeria coach
Fergani resigns

 ALGIERS, 22 June— Al-

geria coach Ali Fergani quit

on Monday after failing to

lead the team to qualifying

for next year's African Na-

tions Cup finals.

 Last September Fergani

took over as head coach of

Algerian team by replacing

Belgian Robert Waseige,

who could not get Algeria

into the 2006 World Cup

finals.

 Only the winners of the

five African zone World

Cup qualifying groups

reach the World Cup in Ger-

many but the top three teams

qualify for the Nations Cup

finals in Egypt.

 Algeria lost any realistic

chance of even reaching the

Nations Cup after a 2-2

home draw with Zimbabwe

on Sunday.—MNA/Xinhua

 The draw made Germany the winners

of Group A with a better goal difference

over Argentina. Both teams qualify for

the semifinals. The hosts team twice

took the lead in the match, only to be

leveled back by the Argentine team.

 Striker Kevin Kuranyi opened the scor-

ing at the 29th minute through a close

range shot, but the hosts enjoyed the lead

for just three minutes before Juan Riquelme

scored with a sublime free-kick.

 In the second half, striker Gerald

Asamoah finished cooly after being put

through by Kuranyi to put Germany

ahead for the second time in the match at

the 51st minute. But again Argentina

found the equalizer through Esteban

Cambiasso at the 74th minute.

 Though finishing top of the group,

Germany failed to gain a win over a top

ten team. The last time Germany beat a

top-class team came way back in October

2000 when they defeated England 1-0.

 In the other Group A match played in

Leipzig, Tunisia beat Australia 2-0 to

finish third in the group.

 Striker Santos scored twice to earn his

team a deserved victory to end their

Confederations Cup on high notes.

Santos found the net at the 26th minute

with a easy tap-in following a mistake by

Australian goal-keeper Michael

Petkovic. He then drilled home his sec-

ond goal in the match midway through

the second half to wrap up a convincing

win for the African champions.

 Australia started the match strongly

and the Tunisian team scarcely had a

touch on the ball until the 11th minute.

Ben Saada had a fine shot at the goal and

the shot ignited the skilful Tunisian team.

They began to press their opponents by

dominating the ball possession with their

fast-moving passing game.

 After taking control of the match, it

was just a matter of time for the Tunisian

team to hit the target. Santos' strikers

gave the Tunisian team the first victory

at a FIFA competition since 1978.

 "We are very happy tonight. Since the

start of the competition, we have de-

served to win a match and we are there-

fore delighted. Now, I feel we have also

earned a good holiday." said Hatem

Trabelsi after the match.—MNA/Xinhua

Diego Maradona paid tribute by
Argentine Senate

 BUENOS AIRES, 22 June— Argentine soccer great Diego Maradona received
Tuesday a diploma to the merit by the Argentine Senate in a ceremony at
Congress Palace in Buenos Aires, where the former player went with his
family.

PSV Eindhoven's Park Ji-Sung celebrates after
scoring a goal against the Los Angeles Galaxy in

July, 2003. Ji-sung has informed his Dutch club that
he is leaving to join Manchester United.—INTERNET

Germany midfielder Lucas Bernardi(L) vies with Argentina’s Juan Pablo Sorin
during their 2005 FIFA Confederations Cup clash in Nuremberg.

The two teams tied 2-2. — INTERNET

 Argentine Vice Presi-

dent and President of the

Upper House of Congress

Daniel Scioli highlighted

the spirit of Maradona to

overcome hardships and

called on him to continue

with his current recovery,

after serious health prob-

lems caused by drug con-

sumption.

 "Diego teaches an im-

portant lesson to us:

strength and love. The un-

derstanding of family is

basic, as are the values of

sports, as we can see to-

Zambia looking forward to greater presence
in 2008 Olympics

 LUSAKA, 22 June— Zambia is looking forward to send more athletes and
officials to the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, Zambian member of the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) Patrick Chamuna said here on
Monday.

Sampdoria take
Borriello on loan
 ROME, 22 June— Sampdoria has taken

striker Marco Borriello on a season-long

loan from Italian Serie A rival AC Milan.

 The 23-year-old has been unable to

find a place in the Milan side but the

beaten Champions League finalist is re-

luctant to sell him.

 He spent last season on loan to Reggina

but scored only two goals in 30 league

appearances. Sampdoria finished fifth

last season and qualified for the UEFA

Cup.   —MNA/Xinhua

 He made the remarks while meeting

with Yu Zaiqing, IOC member and vice-

chairman of the 2008 Beijing Olympic

Games organizing committee.

 Chamunda noted that sports develop-

ment in Zambia is not in its  best form

currently due to economic constraints

and the privatization which saw many

government institutions that had been

supporting sports being sold off.

 At the 2004 Olympic Games in Ath-

ens, Zambia only managed to send six

athletes and two officials.

 Chamunda said his country is looking

forward to going to Beijing in greater

number than it did in Athens.

 He expressed the hope that the two

countries will expand its  cooperation in

sports, adding that as the first step, the

two sides can identify priority areas such

as gymnastics to begin such coopera-

tion.

 In response, Yu said China under-

stand and support Zambia's aspiration

for greater presence in Beijing. He said

China will provide necessary support for

Zambian athletes to train in Beijing so

that more of them could qualify for the

Olympic Games.

 The Chinese delegation arrived in

Lusaka on Sunday after attending a meet-

ing of the Associaiton of National Olym-

pic Committees of Africa (ANOCA) in

Ghanian capital Accra.

 Earlier Monday, Yu and his delega-

tion also met with Zambian Minister of

Sports, Youth and Child Development,

Gladys Nyirongo.

 Yu briefed Nyirongo on Beijing's

preparations for the Olympic Games,

while Nyirongo briefed the delegation

on Zambia's plan to bid for the 2011 All

African Games.

 The two also discussed prospects for

bilateral cooperation in sports develop-

ment.    —MNA/Xinhua

day in the new moment in

the life of Diego

Maradona. It is wonderful

to see him like this," said

Scioli.

 Maradona thanked "all"

those who stood by him in

"the difficult moments."

He remembered in a brief

speech those who gave

him "strength to be like

this and keep on working,

like a simple Argentine,

who keeps on believing in

his flag and in the

Argentines."

 "Thanks to those

Argentines who give me

their support each time I

leave home; thanks for all

the love. I do not want to

fail, I want to be more

Argentine everyday," said

the former player on the

verge of crying.

MNA/Xinhua
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Wednesday, 22 June, 2005

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thun-

dershowers have been isolated in Mandalay and

Yangon Divisions, scattered in Shan, Kayah and

Kayin States, lower Sagaing, Magway, Bago and

Ayeyawady  Divisions and widespread in the re-

maining areas. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall

recorded were Mawlaik (2.52) inches, Kyauktaw

(2.36) inches, Monghsat (1.65) inches and Myitkyina

(1.57) inches.

Maximum temperature on 21-6-2005 was 90°F.

Minimum temperature on 22-6-2005 was 73°F.

Relative humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 22-6-2005

was 89%. Total sunshine hours on 21-6-2005 was

(3.4 hours) approx. Rainfalls on 22-6-2005 were nil

at Yangon Airport and Kaba-Aye and (0.04) inch

at central Yangon. Total rainfalls since 1-1-2005

were (21.30 inches) at Yangon Airport, (17.95

inches) at Kaba-Aye and (15.63 inches) at central

Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-

Aye) was (6) mph from Southwest at (20:05) hours

MST on 21-6-2005.

Bay inference: Monsoon is generally moderate

in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 23-6-2005: Rain

or thundershowers will be widespread in Kachin,

Chin, Rakhine and Mon States, upper Sagaing and

Taninthayi Divisions, scattered in Shan, Kayah and

Kayin States, Bago, Ayeyawady and Yangon Divi-

sions and isolated in the remaining areas. Degree of

certainty is 80%.

State of the sea: Seas will be moderate in

Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Moderate

monsoon.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 23-6-2005: One or two rain or thundershowers.

Degree of certainty is 80%.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area

for 23-6-2005: Likelihood of isolated rain or thun-

dershowers. Degree of certainty is 60%.

WEATHER

8.30 am Brief news

8.35 am Music: Smile

8.40 am Perspectives

8.45 am Music:

-Everything my

heart desire

8.50 am National news/

Slogan

9.00 am Music:

-Kissy Kissy

9.05 am International 

news

9.10 am Music

-Give me love

1.30 pm News/Slogan

1.40 pm Lunch time music

-Listen to my

heart

-If you love me

-I think it’s love

-Love is all

-One heart

-The closest thing

to heaven

9.00 pm Aspects of

Myanmar

-Developing

transport in Ka-

chin State

9.10 pm Article

9.20 pm Pourri

-Nepal to build

int’l airport near

birthplace of

Lord Buddha

-The Paris

National Opera:

A Great Classic

9.30 pm Favourite songs

chosen by music

lovers

-Forever and ever

- U n c h a i n g e d

melody

-Eternal flame

9.45 pm News/Slogan

10.00 pm  PEL
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7:25 am
 3. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am
 4. Morning news

7:40 am
 5. Nice and sweet song
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 6. Dance of national races
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10. Musical programme

6:30 pm
11. Evening news
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12. Weather report
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7:35 pm
14. Musical programme

8:00 pm
15. News

16. International news

17. Weather report

18. Myanmar video

feature
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19. The next day’s

programme

Donald Tsang appointed Chief
Executive of Hong Kong SAR
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BEIJING , 22 June — The State Council, or the
Chinese central government, held here Tuesday a
special meeting to appoint Donald Tsang, 60, as
new Chief Executive of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR).

Premier Wen Jiabao

signed the appointment

decree at the plenary

meeting. According to

the Basic Law of Hong

Kong, Tsang should as-

sume his CE office on 21

June and his term will

expire by 30 June, 2007.

Tsang resigned from

the position as chief sec-

retary of the HKSAR on

25 May to run for the CE

by-election and won on

16 June supported by 714

members of the Election

Committee.

Before that, the cen-

tral government had ap-

proved Tung Chee-hwa’s

request for resignation as

the HKSAR Chief Exe-

cutive for health reasons

on 12 March, with Tsang

then serving as acting CE

in line with related regu-

lations.

The plenum re-

viewed two reports, one

on the final result of the

CE by-election by

HKSAR and the other

one on how the candi-

dates were selected by

the Hong Kong and

Macao Affairs Office of

the State Council.

“The fact that Mr

Tsang was nominated and

supported by 714 mem-

bers of the Election Com-

mittee and then won as the

electee shows that he en-

joys extensive recognition

and support from various

walks of life in Hong

Kong,” said Wen.

Wen said he believes

Tsang and his govern-

ment could lead the Hong

Kong people to overcome

all the difficulties they

may come across in the

future and thus reap

greater achievements in

promoting prosperity and

stability in Hong Kong.

MNA/Xinhua



2nd Waning of Nayon 1367 ME Thursday, 23 June, 2005

 Noteworthy amounts of rainfall
recorded

(22-6-2005)

Mawlaik 2.52 inches

Kyauktaw 2.36 inches

Monghsat 1.65 inches

Myitkyina 1.57 inches.
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YANGON, 22 June —

A ceremony to open White

Rice Restaurant was held

in Central Forest Zone of

Yangon City Kandawgyi

Gardens this morning.

Present were Chair-

man of the Upgrading

Work Committee for Con-

struction of the Gardens

Chairman of Yangon Di-

vision Peace and Devel-

opment Council Com-

mander of Yangon Com-

mand Maj-Gen Myint

Swe, Minister for Hotels

and Tourism Brig-Gen

Thein Zaw, Deputy Min-

ister for Hotels and Tour-

ism Brig-Gen Aye Myint

Kyu, Secretary of the

Work Committee Com-

mander of No 4 Military

White Rice Restaurant opened at Central
Forest Zone of Kandawgyi Gardens

Region Col Hla Aye, lo-

cal authorities, owner of

the restaurant U Kyaw

Sein and employees and

guests.

Minister Brig-Gen

Thein Zaw, Chairman of

Yangon East District

Peace and Development

Council Lt-Col Maung

Maung Shein and owner

U Kyaw Sein opened the

restaurant.

The commander

formally unveiled the

signboard.

Later, the com-

mander, the minister and

officials visited the res-

taurant.— MNA

YANGON, 22 June —

Member of Central Execu-

tive Committee of the Un-

ion Solidarity and Devel-

opment Association Min-

ister for Forestry Brig-Gen

Thein Aung and Chairman

of Kayah State Peace and

Development Council Col

Hla Myint Shwe presented

offertories to Sayadaw U

Odañana of Theravada

Buddhist Missionary Mon-

astery in Dawbuku Village

in Dimawhso Township on

19 June.

    CEC member Brig-Gen

Thein Aung donated cash

for construction of the

monastery to Chairman of

Township Peace and De-

velopment Council U Taw

Ral. Chairman of Kayah

State Peace and Develop-

ment Council Col Hla

Myint Shwe and officials

accepted the donations.

    The CEC member in-

spected the monastery

under construction and

explained about the gov-

ernment’s rural develop-

ment tasks to the villag-

ers. The minister and party

attended a ceremony to

Measures taken for development of urban
and rural areas in Kayah State explained

submit USDA member-

ship applications at the

primary school in

Thayhsule Ywathit in the

township. He explained

the tasks of USDA to

members. Next, village

organizer U Robai pre-

sented 775 membership

applications to Secretary

of Township USDA U Phe

Bu Law.

    The minister presented

exercise books for basic

education schools and

clothes for the villages to

officials. He inspected

(See page 10)

YANGON, 22 June — The open-

ing of Mindat-Matupi Road upgraded

by Public Works of the Ministry of

Construction was held at the people’s

sports ground in Mindat on 20 June

morning.

Also present on the occasions

were Chairman of Sagaing Division

Peace and Development Council Com-

mander of North-West Command Maj-

Gen Tha  Aye, Minister for Construc-

tion Maj-

Gen Saw

Tun, Vice-

Chairman

of Chin

State Peace

and Devel-

o p m e n t

C o u n c i l

Col Hsan

Aung, officials of Public Works, offi-

cials and local people.

Speaking on the occasion, Min-

ister for Construction Maj-Gen Saw

Tun said that the Head of State has

given guidance to place emphasis on

the transport sector that plays an im-

portant role for development of the

nation so as to avoid lack of unity

among the national races. It can be

seen that there were 13,635 miles of

roads in the entire nation in 1988 but

now there are 18,640 miles of roads, up

5,005 miles.

Mindat and Matupi facilitated
with 50 miles long repaved road

In Chin State, the length of the

road was 695 miles before 1988. At

present, the state has been facilitated

with 366 miles and 6 furlongs long

roads more than that in 1988. Among

183 bridges which are 180 feet and

above long in States and Divisions, Chin

State got three major bridges.

The first phase of 50-mile tarred

road links Mindat and Matupi in south-

ern Chin State. It is the major exit of

Matupi and

also the gate-

way to Rezwa

on Matupi-

Haka Road.

 Mindat-

Matupi Road

was con-

structed in

1955 but it

became an earth one in 1973. As an

earth road, local people can use it dur-

ing open season only.

That is why the Head of State

urged officials to upgrade the roads in

Chin State. For the first phase, repaved

Pakokku-Pauk-Kyaukhtu-Mindat Road

was opened successfully on 27 Novem-

ber 2003 for enabling the local people

to conveniently travel from their re-

gions to Mindat in southern part in Chin

State as well as to other states and

divisions including Magway Division.

(See page 10)

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe unveils signboard of Rice Restaurant at Yangon City Kandawgyi Gardens. —  MNA

CEC member Brig-Gen Thein Aung plants a tree at
Lwehtwe Village BEPS in Loikaw Township.

  FORESTRY

The first phase of 50-mile tarred

road links Mindat and Matupi in

southern Chin State. It is the major

exit of Matupi and also the gateway

to Rezwa on Matupi-Haka Road.


