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Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin inspect a new
tube-well sunk by USDA. <tANGON COMMAND

YANGON, 13 June — The ceremonies to hand
over the documents related to the new tube-well sunk
in the compound of Yangon General Hospital,
present membership applications of the Union Soli-
darity and Development Association of the nurses
of YGH and donate blood in commemoration of
World Blood Donor Day tomorrow by Yangon Di-
vision USDA were held at the nurse training school
this morning, attended by Chairman of Yangon Di-
vision Peace and Development Council Commander

of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe and CEC
member of USDA, in charge of Yangon Division
Chairman of Yangon City Development Committee
Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin.

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin made a
speech on the occasion.

The Mayor handed over the documents of the
tube-well donated by Yangon Division USDA to
medical superintendent of YGH Dr Daw Nu Nu Tha.

Next, Dr Daw Nu Nu Tha presented USDA

Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order
National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Cor|
stitution

*  Building of a new modern developed natior
in accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectives

* Development of agriculture as the base an
all-round development of other sectors of the
economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented
economic system

* Development of the economy inviting par4
ticipation in terms of technical know-how
and investments from sources inside th
country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy
must be kept in the hands of the State and th
national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the
entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguarding of cul
tural heritage and national character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

membership applications of nurses of YGH to CEC
member of USDA Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin.

The commander and the mayor formally
opened the tube-well. Later, the commander and
party viewed the 200 persons donating blood in com-
memoration of the World Blood Donor Day, cor-
dially greeted them and presented refreshments and
medicines to the donors.—MNA

YANGON, 13 June —Minister for Mines Brig-
Gen Ohn Myint and Managing Director of No 1
Mining Enterprise U Saw Lwin arrived at No 1
Copper Mine in Salingyi Township on 10 June.

The minister and party inspected operation at

the Fine Screening Plant of Myanmar Ivanhoe Copper
Co, mining of mineral at Sabai mountain and piles of
ore. The minister gave instructions on exploration of
ore, mining of quality metal, worksite safety and con-
servation of environment and inspected production of

. .Minister for Mines Brig-Gen Ohn Myint viewmining of mineral at Sabai mountain Salingyi Township on 10 June. miES

cathode copper at Take House. He inspected a workes
hospitals, and vegetable plantations in its compound.
In meeting with service personnel, he gave instruc-
tions on boosting production.

(See page 9)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngar.
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People’s cooperation, key t
prevention of destructive acts

The Information Committee of the State

Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

s Irrigation and agricultural facilities
iInspected in Mandalay Division

* O F X %

Ministry of Information on 12 June. At the con-
ference, how SSNA Sai Yee returned to the le

May, 2005, joined SSA (Shan State Army)
terrorist drug trafficker Ywet Sit who has been
attempting to disintegrate the Union constantl
committing acts of narcotic drug trafficking and
terrorism was clarified.

Foreign media and broadcasting stations
said that the joining of the two groups was due
to pressure put on SSNA by the government tp
give up arms. The reports of those media arg
false, fabricated, provoking the genuine good-
will of armed groups which have uncondition-|
ally exchanged arms for peace and sowing s
picions among the other national race armed
groups.
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Minister Maj-Gen Htay Oo insepcts digging

of canal for water supply for Meiktila L-aka&r

SSNA Sai Yee and followers joined SS
of opium trafficker and terrorist Ywet Sit. It

government or Tatmadaw or regional authori-
ties.
In reality, what they had concealed go

action. That was why they absconded.

was not prompted by any pressure put by th¢

exposed and they could not dare to face the lega

YANGON, 13 June — Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay Oo held adiscussion with
members of the Mandalay Division Agricultural Coor-
dination Committee on irrigation facilities of
Chaunggauk Dam for agriculture purpose at the damin
Pyawbwe Township on 5 June. The minister inspected
storage of 5,000 acre-feet of water at the dam, Meiktila

IPlain Greening Project and supply of water to Meiktila

Lake. Afterwards, the minister inspected pre-monsoon

tract in Myittha Township. He also oversaw progress
of Myogyi Dam Project in Ywangan Township.
Next, he inspected facilities of Lunkyaw Cotton
Research Farm in Kyaukse Township. Maj-Gen Htay
Oo proceeded to Myanma Agricultural Equipment Fac-
tory in Ingon Village of Kyaukse Township. Director-
General U Win Maw of Agricultural Mechanization
Department explained equipment manufactured at the
factory. The minister inspected demonstration of rural

Although Sai Yee had returned to the legal
fold, he did not take part in regional develop-
ment work like other national race armed
groups. Not only that, he misappropriated the
funds for regional development allocated by thg
State and the income earned from business r
lated with regional development.

Moreover, he secretly contacted with
opium trafficker Ywet Sit and smuggled am-
munition.

Now drug trafficker and terrorist SSA
Ywet Sit and SSNA Sai Yee are plotting to comn-
mit terrorist acts against the people. And their
masters abroad and their terrorist groups are
committing all kinds of destructive acts besides|
broadcasting unfounded rumours to cause panic
among the people.

At such a time like this, we would like to - i = ! i P
call on the entire people to fully cooperate with| Minister for Home Affairs Maj-Gen Maung Oo meets with division, district and township level depart-

one another. People are required to inform re mental heads, social organizations and townselders in BagmME AFFAIRS

sponsible personnel about suspicious strangefs YANGON, 13 June — Minister for Home Af- Similarly, the minister met with departmental
and their movements to be able to prevent thg fairs Maj-Gen Maung Oo met with division, district | personnel, social organizations and townselders at
destructive acts of terrorists. and township level departmental heads, social or- | Hlegu Township Peace and Development Council
ganizations and townselders at Thirioaktha Hall in | Office and clarified the matters related to commu-
Bago yesterday evening and gave instructions on local | nity peace and development tasks.

security and development tasks. MNA

Myanmar youth golf team wins third prize in ASEAN
Junior Golf Championship

pine youth team picked up
the first and Malaysia

long-staple cotton plantations in Kokkosu Village- | region fire extinguisher. — MNA

Home Affairs Minister meets departmental heads, social
organizations in Bago and Hlegu townships

P
T

- -— g % b 4", . =

*

r“ < C C (o] C» )
mmc‘me@:qp:md.ﬁiqﬁ
p§onund(Biqpi00pS 0gpSigp: coéeaond
cenéisepagé [Jodemjern§sc 0od0§:0qE aag pud
o[sdenqs cpearnndean Roréammngudeqp:al [qapd

Gmé:§éq@é @Ec)()’] C)Jéll W%Gmg}nméméqp:wé

Y ANGON, 13 June—
Myanmar youth golf
team won third prize in

stood first and Malaysia
third in the event. Philip-

youth the second in team
event. — MNA
— 5
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New ruling in Indonesian air fares

JakARTA ,12 June — Economy-class passengers in Indonesia may hg
to pay up to 16.4 per cent more for plane tickets after the Ministry o
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Transportation’s introduction of reference prices for the airlines industry,

reports said on Saturday.

A Ministerial Decree on the refer-
ence prices stipulates that airlines are
required to set their fares for economic-
class scheduled domestic routes based
on the reference prices, reported The
Jakarta Postewspaper.

The ruling is aimed at widening the
government’s supervision of passen-
gers’ security and safety as well as fair
business competition.

“The government will use the refer-
ence prices as a tool to supervise the
operations of domestic airlines in ac-
cordance with flight regulations,”
Transportation Minister Hatta Radjasa
was quoted as saying.

Although the decree does not specify
sanctions for airlines that ignore the
reference prices, the government said
it would investigate the operations of
airlines that violate the regulation.

The decree says that should an air
carrier sell tickets lower than the refer-
ence prices, the ministry’s directorate
general of air transportation will inves-
tigate its organizational, financial, ope-
rational and maintenance activities.

The directorate general will also
ascertain whether security, safety and
service-orientated regulations have been
met. “If the air carrier proves to have
violated (the regulations), the govern-
ment may revoke its licence for serv-
ing the route effected by the price vio-
lations,” Hatta said.

Hatta explained that the reference
prices were calculated on the basis of
the operation of a Boeing 737-40Qir-
craft — which is regarded as efficient
— with a load factor of 75 per cent
and the aviation fuel price of 47.6 US
cents per liter. — MNA/Xinhua

Participants compete during a dragon boat race to celebrate the Dragon
Boat Festival in Hangzhou, capital of east China’s Zhejiang Province
on 11 June, 2005— INTERNET

Hong Kong millionaires
grow over 18%

Hong Kong, 12 June— The number of high net-

China’s foreign trade reaches $
522.78b in first five months

Beuing, 12 June— China’s foreign trade surged by 23.2 per cent year on year to reach 522.78

worth individuals in Hong Kong grew 18.8 per cent
to 67,500 last year from 2003, according to Hong
Kong newspapers on Saturday.

Local newspapers said the data comes from a
report by Merrill Lynch and the Capgemini Group
on world wealth.

High net-worth individuals are defined as having
at least one million US dollars of financial assets,
excluding their primary homes.

An analyst from Merrill Lynch said Hong Kong
enjoyed its second year of strong economic growth
and both the property and stock markets continued
to rebound. Hong Kong has seen an almost 50-per-
cent increase in the number of wealthy people over
the past two years.—MNA/Xinhua

billion US dollars in the first five months, the latest Customs statistics show.

Figures from China Customs show that the trade
volume included 276.4 billion US dollars in exports
and 246.38 billion US dollars in imports, respec-
tively up 33.2 per cent and 13.7 per cent over the
same period last year.

General trade registered 225.48 billion US dollars
in the first five months with a year-on-year rise of
21.1 per cent. The exports in general trade rose 37.8
per cent to 117.48 billion US dollars and imports
7 per cent to 108 billion US dollars.

The processing trade reported a rise of 26.3 per
cent in the period to 248.21 billion US dollars, in-
cluding 148.84 billion US dollars in exports and 99.37
billion US dollars in imports, up 29.4 per cent and

22 per cent, respectively.

Customs statistics show that two-way trade be-
tween China and the European Union, the United
States and Japan, China’s top three trade partners,
registered big rise.

The EU remained China’s largest trade partner in
the first five months with a trade volume of 81.84
billion US dollars, up 24.2 per cent.

The Sino-US trade volume rose 24.6 per cent year
on year to 77.7 billion US dollars in the first five
months.

The trade volume between China and Japan
reached 70.72 billion US dollars, up 10.1 per cent
year on year— MNA/Xinhua

Indonesian conjoined twins undergq

) Bad habit contributes to poor

Thai toilets

separation surgery

JAKARTA, 12 June — A
team of eight Indonesian
specialists began on Sat-
urday a separation sur-
gery of conjoined twins
Nia and Mia who were
born on 22 March, 2005.

They were born at-
tached at the abdomen
but each has a separate
heart. "If the separation
is successful, Mia's heart
will remain in trouble and
at higher risk," surgery

team spokesman Dr
Soedjatmiko was quoted
by the Detikcom online
news service as saying.
He said leaks were
detected at Mia's heart.
MNA/Xinhua

hygiene in

BANGKOK, 12 June — Thailand had
enough public toilets, but they were
under poor hygiene due to people’s bad
habit, said the Public Health Ministry.
The country could not upgrade
washrooms further without first edu-
cating people about the importance of

Saturday quoted Deputy Public Health
Minister Anuthin Charnveerakul as say-
ing. Public toilets can easily be found
around Thailand in both cities and ru-
ral areas. Many provinces also hold
annual competition for best-maintained
and decorated public toilets.
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A Shenzhen textile factory. China is drafting guidelines covering texti
export quotas after the signing of a deal with the EU to defuse a trade

straining ties.— INTERNET

personal hygiene, newspaper Nationon MNA/Xinhua

1,701 US soldiers killed
In Iraq

WaSHINGTON, 12 June — As of Sunday, 12 June, 2005, at least 1,701
members of the US military have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an Associated Pressount. At least 1,293 died as
a result of hostile action, according to the Defence Department. The figures
include five military civilians.

The AP count is 16 higher than the Defence Department's tally, last updated
at 10 am EDT on Friday.

The British military has reported 89 deaths; Italy, 25; Ukraine, 18; Poland,
17; Spain, 11; Bulgaria, 10; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the Neth-
erlands, two each; and Denmark, El Salvador, Hungary, Kazakhstan and
Latvia one death each.

Since 1 May, 2003, when President Bush declared that major combat op-
erations in Iraq had ended, 1,563 US military members have died, according

d AP's count. That includes at least 1,184 deaths resulting from hostile
action, according to the military's numbers.—Internet
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Indian women carrying their pitchers of drinking water walk through

increasingly important.

Downer made the remarks one day
after he ended a four-day visit to India,
during which he visited New Delhi and
Chennai and met Indian Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh and ministers of ex-
ternal affairs, defence and environment.

Downer said his visit focused on the
enormous potential of the relationship,
which now is recognized in both coun-

Australia’s relationship with
India increasingly important

CANBERRA, 12 June — Australian Foreign Minister Alexander Downer on
Friday said bilateral relationship between Australia and India is set to become

External Affairs, Mr Natwar Singh, we
discussed how India's Look East Policy
means that our security and economic
interests in East Asia are converging," he
said in a statement.

"As India becomes integrated into
the East Asian architecture, we will have
much more to do with one another," he
said.

parched land on the outskirts of the Sukhana Lake in the northern India djtiies- MNA/Xinhua

Chandigarh on 10 June, 2005 INTERNET

"In talks with Indian Minister for

Sri Lanka to take air defence radar system
from India

CoLomBo, 12 June — SriLanka on Friday agreed to take air defence radar systems from India as boj
countries signed two agreements and announced a slew of measures to bolster cooperation in econd

educational and developmental projects.

"Yes, certainly we will accept it," Sri Lankan
Foreign Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar said at a joint
Press interaction with visiting External Affairs Minis-
ter K Natwar Singh after the meeting of the India-Sri
Lanka Joint Commission here.

He stated this when asked whether Colombo was
going to accept New Delhi's offer of radar systems.

"Yes, this is very much under discussion,"
Kadirgamar said, adding "we are looking at ways and
means to see how this can be done". The minister,
however, declined to fix any timeframe for accepting
it.

Singh said a Defence Cooperation Agreement
between the two countries "is in the process of being
finalized. There are certain procedures to be gone
through and that process is underway".

This would be a framework for providing coope-
ration for regular exchanges between their defence
establishments, training of personnel and capacity

building, he said.

The two agreements, one relating to small devel-
opment projects and the other dealing with an ex-
change programme on education, were signed in the
presence of the two foreign ministers.

Singh said India has decided to train 450 Sri
Lankan policemen. India will also provide a 10-
million-rupees grant for funding a pilot project of 20
e-libraries in the island nation.

Welcoming the ongoing close cooperation be-
tween the two countries in the areas of defence and
security, Sri Lanka thanked India for the offer of
training for its police personnel and other facilities
extended by the neighbouring country, a joint Press
statement said.

The two sides also noted that regular exchange of
visits by senior defence and security officials has
contributed to enhanced cooperation, it said.

MNA/PTI

Arroyo challenges opposition
to present alternative leader

ManiLA , 12 June — President Gloria Macapagal-
tIArroyo on Saturday challenged her oppositionist to
IBtesent an "alternative leader" and called people
to stay calm.

"These wayward elements may hate the President
but we ask them: do they have an alternative leader or
programme of government to offer? Let the opposition
present their platform and their leader and let the
public see this in full light," Presidential spokesman
Ignacio Bunye said in a statement.

Bunye said that President Arroyo was prepared to
face the challenges, which were brought by the allega-
tion that her family were involved in illegal gambling
and she cheated in 2005 elections, to defend the legiti-
macy of her tenure.

"We are prepared to face all the challenges being
raised against the national leadership, and to uphold
the truth and the law without hesitation," he said.

"We will not allow democracy to be undermined as
well as the gains we have already posted in the
economy," he added.

The spokesman also called people to remain calm
and treat the controversies with prudence and sobriety.

Tigress
dies of
drought in
west
Indian city

NEw DELHI, 12 June
— The only tiger at
Bharatpur of west India's
Rajasthan Pradesh died of
drought and hot weather
this week, local media
reported.

The tiger has died due
to acute water shortage
and excessive heat over
several days in Keoladeo
National Park Bharatpur,
Saturday's Indian Express
reported.

The tigress had
moved to the parkin 1999.
According to official
records, the last Bharatpur
tiger before her was
hunted down in 1962.

The park, suffering
severe water shortage,
also reported reduction of
the number of birds.

MNA/Xinhua

Tibet Autonomous Region.

During a meeting with Nepal Cham-
ber of Commerce (NCC) officials here,
Nepali Consular General to Lhasa
Lilamani Poudel said: "As Lhasa has set
a target to attract 1.5 million tourists in
2005, Nepali tourism sector can get a
great relief if only 10 per cent of that
number is attracted to Nepal."

There will be no visa problem to run
the road transport for smooth access
from Kathmandu to Lhasa including di-
rect bus service, Poudel noted, adding,
"Nepal should also show interest on
operating private sector air services be-

Senior diplomat suggests to promote Nepal-China trade

KatHmanbu , 12 June — A senior Nepali diplomat on Saturday stressed th
need to extensively increase the trade relations between Nepal and Chin

sides the road transport." NCC President
Rajesh Kaji Shrestha said that the Nepal-

Mass rallies are expected to held on Saturday, the
National Mourning Day, and on Sunday, the Inde-
L endence Day, after a former intelligence official
claimed himself the one who owned the tape contain-
ing the wiretapping concerning the alleged cheating of
the President in the election last year. — MNA/Xinhua

D

Lhasa trade fair has only been limited to
formality, therefore the trade fair cannot
be fruit bearing as expected. "The re-
quired items and areas for investment
should be identified for promoting bi-
lateral trade," Shrestha said.

"The problems of bus operators and
Customs should be resolved for trade
promotion," Shresthanoted, pointing out
the problem of truck parking, and the
expensive air fare and higher local taxes.

MNA/Xinhua

Florence Aubenas, a 43-year-old re-
porter for the French newspaper Libera-
tion, spent the first minutes of her home-
coming embracing her family, then spoke
toreporters in a strong, firm voice and in
obvious good humour. Aubenas' Iraqi
assistant was also freed.

The French journalist said she had
been unbound recently and allowed to
watch French television. She was moved
to see a news ticker counting off her

Journalist freed in Iraq after five months

BaeHpaD, 12 June—A French journalist held hostage in Iraq for five
months returned home Sunday, looking radiant and strong as she describg
months of captivity in a cellar, tied up and blindfolded.

140th day of captivity. "You're so happy
to see that, when you're all crouched over
on the ground," she said. "That's why it
was so important to me to thank abso-
lutely everybody here." Aubenas looked
relaxed and joked as she answered ques-
tions from reporters. One asked, "how do
you feel?" "Much better," she responded,
laughing. She provided no information
about the identity of her kidnappers and
no details about her release.—Internet
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Chinese visitors try out a golf cart at the 4th
China Internaional Golf Trade Fair in Beijing
on 10 June, 2005— INTERNET
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Indonesia undecided on UNSC
reform proposals

JakaRTA , 12 June — The Indonesian Government is sitting on its decision on the proposed reform

the United Nations Security Council, saying that it does not want to get involved in a “head-long rus

to support any of the two models proposed by a UN panel, a local newspaper reported on Saturday]

The government, however, hinted that Indonesia
was still interested in getting a permanent seat on the
Security Council, citing Indonesia’s relative inde-
pendence from the influence of any global power, said
The Jakarta Post.

“On the reform of the United Nations Security
Council, we are aware that there are two options
presented by the UN Secretary-General. We have yet
to confirm which of the two options are our final
preference,” Foreign Ministry spokesperson Marty
Natalegawa was quoted as saying.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan recommended

the reform of the UN Security Council in two optional
models.

Model A provides for six new permanent seats —
besides the current five — with no veto power, and
three new two-year non-permanent seats, divided
among the major regions of Africa, Asia and the
Pacific, Europe and the Americas.

Model B provides for no new permanent seats but
creates a new category of eight four-year renewable
seats and one new two-year non-permanent (and non-
renewable) seat, divided among Africa, Asia and the

Pacific, Europe and the Americas.

China, Britain drafting document on
meeting challenges of globalization

LonpoN, 12 June — China and Britain are drafting
efjoint document on how to meet the challenges of
'globalization for the deliberation of the G-20 meeting
of finance ministers and central bank presidents this
October, Chinese Finance Minister Jin Renqing said
here on Friday.

Based on the document, the two countries will
submit a report to the United Nations Millennium
Summit this September, added Jin, who is here for the
Group of Eight finance ministers’ meeting.

On the sideline of the meeting, the Chinese Finance
Minister held bilateral talks on Friday with his counter-
parts from Britain, Germany and the United States.

Jin also met World Bank President Paul Wolfowitz
on China’s cooperation with the banking institution as
well as measures to support development and poverty

MNA/Xinhua

alleviation efforts in the world. — MNA/Xinhua

i
A Chinese shopper talks on the phone as she pa
clothing store in Beijing on 13 June, 2005. Growt
exports of 10 categories of Chinese textiles to
European Union will be limited to up to 12.5 perc
ayear until the end of 2007, according to an agreer|
signed by China and the 25-member blodNTERNET

left Shanghai Friday.

The ship is about 289 metres long, 45
metres wide and 24.5 metres deep, the
size of three football fields and the height
of a ten-storey building.

With aload capacity of 175,000 tons,
the ship was made by Shanghai
Waigaogiao Shipbuilding Limited un-
der the order of Chinese Maritime Trans-
port Company Limited in Taiwan. The
shipbuilder will construct another boat
for the company later.

The cargo ship Zhonghua Hepin
(China Peace) named by Lien Fang-yu,
wife of Lien Chan, chairman of Tai-
wan’s Kuomintang Party (KMT), car-

SA8Athe common wishes of the cross-
Btrait people for the peaceful
th&nification.

BNt Shanghai Waigaogiao Shipbuilding
N&mpany Limited successfully made
the first 175,000-ton cargo ship for a

First Mainland-made cargo
ship for Taiwan launched

SHANGHAI, 12June — The first cargo ship made in the Mainland for Taiwan

Hong Kong shipping company in June
2003, and attracted two more orders from
Chinese Maritime Transport Limited in
Taiwan in four days.

The famous shipping giant was
founded by late C Y Tung, father of Tung
Chee Hwa, vice-chairman of the Na-
tional Committee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consultative Conference
(CPPCC),in Shanghaiin 1946 and moved
to Taiwan in 1949.

y The cargo ship ushered in the new era
of cooperation in the cross-Strait ship-
ping business. Chinese Maritime Trans-
port Limited will order more ships from
the Mainland, since the shipbuilding tech-
nology there has improved drastically,
said John Y K Peng, chairman of Chi-
nese Maritime Transport Limited and
son-in-law of C'Y Tung.

MNA/Xinhua

China
elected
chairman
of AICESIS

Paris, 12 June —
Wang Zhongyu, president
of the China Economic
and Social Council, was
elected here on Friday as
president of the Interna-
tional Association of Eco-
nomic and Social Coun-
cils and Similar Institu-
tions (AICESIS).

Wang, also vice-chair-
man of the National Com-
mittee of the Chinese Peo-
ple’s Political Consulta-
tive Conference, will re-
place outgoing AICESIS
President Jacque
Dermagne.

Addressing the closing
session of the ninth meet-
ing of the AICESIS, Wang
said the organization has

Malaysia launches healthy lifestyle campaigmn:: i gzt

KuaLa LumMPUR, 12 June
— Malaysia will establish
a community health pro-
motioncentreinevery state
under the Ninth Malaysia
Plan (2006-2010), the na-
tional news agency
Bernamareported Satur-
day.

Prime Minister
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi
announced the plan in his

speech at the launch of the
national healthy lifestyle
campaign in Port Dickson,
about 90 kilometres south
of Kuala Lumpur.
Thesecentres would pro-
vide health packages that
would enhance the people’s
knowledge and skillsin four
areas: healthy eating, engag-
ing in physical activity, cul-
tivating a healthy mind and

Minister of the Sembilan
State Mohamad Hassan.
“The establishment of these
centres is to realize the gov-
ernment’sdesire forthe peo-
pleof Malaysiatobehealthy
andwell,” Badawi said, add-
ing that a pilot project had

been established in Penang.

refraining from smoking, He said the primary chal-
Badawi said in the speech, | lenge the government faced
whichwasreadoutby Chief | inbuilding ahealthy society

was to change the be-
havioural pattern of the
Malaysian people. “We

need much time to ensure
thatsociety notonly changes
its behavioural pattern but
alsomaintains thenew prac-
tice continuously,” Badawi
said. — MNA/Xinhua

economic and social de-
velopment of relevant
countries and regions
since its establishment in
1999.

MNA/Xinhua

Syria says US accusations like
those of Irag WMD

Damascus, 12 May —US accusations that Syria has not fully withdrawn itg

intelligence agents from Lebanon are similar to the unfounded prewa
charges that Irag had weapons of mass destruction, Syria’s ambassador to t|
United States said on Sunday.

“I would say it’s a
shame that the world’s
unique superpower, the
United States of America,
will degrade itself to this
level,” Imad Moustapha
said on CNN’s “Late Edi-
tion.”

After almost 30 years
inLebanon, Syria has said

it had pulled out all mili-
tary and intelligence per-
sonnel after former Leba-
nese Prime Minister Rafik
al-Hariri was assassinated
in February.

“The day we completed
our withdrawal from
Lebanon, the very same
day the United States re-

peatedly continued saying
from the very early stages,
‘No, Syria has not with-
drawn from Lebanon.
Syriahas agents there. We
have information and re-
ports that Syria still has
agents there,”” Moustapha
said.

Internet

South Korean models pose with German auto maker BMW's new 760 Li sedan

during a Press unveiling in Seoul, on 13 June, 2005. The new 7-series has been
appointed the official car of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation summit
scheduled to be attended by the heads of state of 21 countries in Busan, South

Korea's second-largest city, in November. The new 760 Li, priced at 253 million

won (US$ 250,743)— INTERNET
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India, Sri Lanka to expedite CEPA talks

CoLomBo, 11 June — India and Sri Lankaon Friday agreed pursue negotiations to work out g

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA), which seeks to expand the scope of
current Free Trade Agreement between the two countries.

A joint Press statement issued at the conclusion
of the India-Sri Lanka joint commission talks here
said that negotiators on both sides were asked to
expedite remaining work (on finalizing CEPA) by
2005 as desired by Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and Sri Lankan President Chandrika
Kumaratunga.

While the FTA covers only trade in goods, CEPA
would include two additional components — invest-
ment and services — thereby promoting greater trade
and investment flows between the two countries.

The joint commision, co-chaired by India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Natwar Singh and Sri Lanka’s
Foreign Affairs Minister Lakshman Kadirgamar, also
agreed to continue the process of understanding ‘out-
standing implentation issues’ with a view to realizing
the full potential of FTA.

“This would help in expediting CEPA process,”
the joint statement said.

The commission also called forincreasing number
of flights and destinations between the two countries

plant in Sri Lanka.

The two countries also agreed to explore further
development of oil storage complex in Triconmalee,
besides consenting that a block would be allocated to
India for oil/gas exploration at a mutually accepted
location, the statement said.

It said the joint working group JWG) on fisher-
ies, set up earlier this year, should continue to meet to
step up cooperation in the sector.

The JWG should also continue the dialogue and
pursue a mutually acceptable solutions particularly in
dealing with straying fishermen, which required a
humane treatment.

The commission also discussed utilization of
credit line worth 381 million US dollars New Delhi
had extended to Colombo and agreed to use the
balance from the credit facility given for originally
importing wheat to now import buses from India.

The shipments under the petroleum line of credit
have commenced, it said, adding that the terminal
dates for 100 million US dollars line of credit have

N 'L ._-:-.T!‘.

A South Korean man looks at a mirror as he tries on a
hat at a store in Seoul on 9 June, 2005. South Korea's
central bank held interest rates at a record low on
Thursday in expectation inflation would remain stable
and following fresh signs that a recovery in consumer

and explore possibilities for operating luxury cruises | been extended.
to tap what it called “the vast potential for collective
development and tourism”.

The joint statement also said the National Ther-

MNA/PTI

Vietnam to produce

mal Power Corporation Ltd would submit a detailed
proposal for setting up a coal or LNG-based power

Number of Australia’s
millionaires increased

CANBERRA, 12 June —The number of Australian
millionaire increased by 17,000 last year to 134,000.
The 14.8-per cent increase in the number of million-
aires outstripped that of the United States, Canada and
Britain, according to the annual World Wealth Report
by Merrill Lynch and Capgemini.

Fastest growth was in “mid-tier” millionaires with
between five million US dollars and 30 million US
dollars, The Australian Financial Reviewewspaper
on Saturday quoted the report as saying.

“Australia is still punching beyond its weight,” said
Peter Opie, first vice-president of investments of Merrill
Lynch, one of the world’s leading financial manage-
ment and advisory companies.

“One thing that makes us stand out is, while Aus-
tralia might only have 1000 ultra-high net worth indi-
viduals, we do have mass affluence, with literally
thousands of millionaires living out in the suburbs,” he
said.

He said China’s economic growth and the com-
modity base “has been very helpful in making that
number of millionaires what it is”.—MNA/Xinhua

more hybrid rice

Hanol, 11 June — Vietnam is intensifying the
production of hybrid rice, aiming to meet some 70 per
cent of its demand for the product in 2010, according
to the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Develop-
ment Friday.

Now, Vietnam has to import 11,000-14,000 tons
of hybrid rice seeds, mainly from China, while being
able to produce some 4,000 tons of the seeds each
year.

To rapidly churn out more hybrid rice, it will focus
on transferring techniques about production of first-
generation hybrid rice seeds from research establish-
ments to localities nationwide, the sources said.

It even plans to produce genetically modified rice
varieties which are resistant to pests and diseases, and
contain useful substances such as Vitamin A, Vita-
min E and others, the sources said.

The ministry has recently recognized Vietnam’s
first national hybrid rice variety, Viet Lai 20, which
is expected to be available in 25,000 hectares next
year from currently 17,000 hectares.

The Vietnam’s Government has just decided to
export a maximum of 3.8 million tons of rice this
year, down from slightly over four million tons last
year, to ensure the country’s food security.

MNA/Xinhua

demand was flaggiRgINTERNET

Oil price should be $5-8
less than current level

Kuwarr City, 11 June — The oil price should be
five to eight US dollars less than the current level, the
chief of the Organization of the Petroleum-Exporting
Countries (OPEC) said on Thursday.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahd, also Kuwaiti Energy Min-
ister, was quoted by the official KUNAnews agency as
saying that oil supplies are adequate to meet the market
demand, so the increase in oil price is rather related to
“psychological fear of the market”.

“Geopolitical reasons and environmental issues are
also behind the current price hikes,” he added.

Sheikh Ahmad said OPEC is doing its best to ensure
the stability of oil price, adding OPEC can maintain
the current supplies and cope with emerging markets
like India and China. Oil price is currently fluctuating
between 54 and 55 dollars per barrel. The chief made
the remarks ahead of a meeting between OPEC and the
European Union (EU) in Brussels, Belgium. “It is
important to start a dialogue with the EU,” Sheikh
Ahmad said, adding opening a channel for communi-
cation and dialogue will benefit both OPEC as an oil
exporter and the EU as an importer.

MNA/Xinhua
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——n Iraq can learn from Malaysia
when drafting new constitution

KuaLa Lumpur, 11 June — Iraq could benefit from Malaysia’s experience
when drafting its new Constitution and dealing with militants, a visiting key
US official told Bernama news agency on Thursday.

French ‘Spiderman’ Alain Robert climbs up the 62 floor, 283 metre ‘Ch
Kong Centre’ in central Hong Kong on 11 June, 2005. Robert, using bare

and feet, has climbed many world’'s most renowned structures includir]
Empire State Building in New York, the Eiffel Tower in Paris, the Petrg

Towers in Kuala Lumpur and Taipei 101 in Taiwafh INTERNET

Richard Jones, senior adviser to the
US State Secretary and Coordinator for
Iraq, was in Kuala Lumpur for a brief
visit to meet Malaysian Foreign Minis-
ter Syed Hamid Albar.

Jones said Malaysia, as a multi-eth-
nic and multi-religious country, shared a
lot with Iraq.

“We think that Malaysia’s experi-
ence probably has a lot to offer Iraq, and
as the Iraqis move to draft their Consti-
tution, we are interested in their having

PH{de contact with Malaysia,” Jones said,
Nedifng the Malaysian Constitution “one
Gk the Iragis would want to look at”.
NasDuring his meeting with Albar on

Thursday, Jones invited Albar to attend

aconference of foreign ministers on Iraq
in Brussels on June 22 and urged Malay-
sia to become more involved.

The US official said that Malaysia
had already offered to provide training
for some Iraqi civil servants in Malaysia.

Malaysia was included in Jones’ pre-
conference tour of key Asian countries,
due to its prominence in the region and
its chairmanship of the of Islamic Con-
ference Organization (ICO) and the Non-
Aligned Movement (NAM), he said.

The conference on Iraq is organized
by the United States and the European
Union and aims to put Iraq’s case to the
international community.

MNA/Xinhua
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The water of Pammawady River was crystal
clear. Floating on the current were some small
clumps of hyacinths and collections of flotsam and
jetsam, on which some teal and moorhens were
singing.

The motor boat we were riding in the river
was on its way to Thabaung Township. From the
boat, we saw several pagodas attracting our deep
admiration for their appearances. When the boat
passed Ngapudaw Township, we saw fishermen at
work. From Thabaung jetty we proceeded to
Thabaung Pulp Plant by car.

Thabaung in Ayeyawady Division has become
an industrial region endowed with many industries
based on paper thanks to the emergence of the plant.
It gets raw materials from about 400,000 acres of
bamboo in Thabaung, Yekyi, Laymyethna and
Ngapudaw townships in the western part of
Ayeyawady Division and Gwa Township in Rakhine
State. Out of the 200 tons of pulp the plant has
planned to produce daily, 150 tons will be exported
and 50 tons will be used in producing quality paper
and different types of paper. According to the proc-
ess, a 50-ton quality paper plant and a 60-ton news-
print plant will be built.

At the inauguration of the plant on 14 May
2005, Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win delivered a
speech, saying that such a gigantic project was
beyond the reach of national entrepreneurs and
paper industry was the one necessary for the State.
Therefore, the State had to make a prudent invest-
ment in the project based on the nation’s rich for-
est resources for establishment of an industrial-
ized nation.

The plant will stand as the industry to pro-
duce not only export but also import-substitute items.

- = - - ok
i -

Moe Htet Myint (Delta Regio

The State had to invest US$ 90 million plus about K
28 billion into the plant. It also had to pour US$ 18
million into the quality paper plant project and more
than US$ 36 million, into newsprint plant.

([ By mixed growing of forest)
plantations for industrial raw ma-

terials and bamboo plantations,
local residents can enjoy higher pen
capita income and Ayeyawady Di-
vision, significant economic devel-
opment. So, that can bring a great
benefit and honour to the State.
Thanks to emergence of the
Thabaung Pulp Plant, the regions
on the western bank of Ngawun
River especially Thabaung area are

kgoing to develop economically.
In the near future, the quality plant and the

newsprint paper plant projects will be implemented
near Thabaung Pulp Plant, and by then, Thabaung
will become a region of paper and chemical zone
creating a lot of jobs. Moreover, modern technolo-
gies will be disseminated in the region.

Now, the annual pulp manufacturing capacity
of State-run Sittoung, Paleik and Kanbe pulp plants
is around 25,000 tons and 300 private-run plants,
more than 27,000 tons.

Due to the development in varioius sectors,
the State’s paper demand is on the considerable in-
crease. The nation’s paper production can fulfil only
33 per cent of the demand of 160,000 tons a year.

Ayeyawady Division is contributing towards
the State’s agricultural sector more than any other

states and divisions. And it is one of the top states

and divisions that contribute to the State’s GDP
most. Therefore, the economic development of
Ayeyawady Division contributes much towards that
of the State.

By mixed growing of forest plantations for
industrial raw materials and bamboo plantations,
local residents can enjoy higher per capita income
and Ayeyawady Division, significant economic de-
velopment. So, that can bring a great benefit and
honour to the State. Thanks to emergence of the
Thabaung Pulp Plant, the regions on the western
bank of Ngawun River especially Thabaung area
are going to develop economically.

Up to now, out of the factories, mills and
plants in Myanmar, Thabaung Pulp Plant is the
largest one in terms of investment, production vol-
ume and strength of employees. Since the year
2000, the region has been establishing tree planta-
tions in concert with the Ministry of Forestry for
industrial raw materials and to avoid compromis-
ing the environmental conservation. So far, 12,650
acres has been put under tree plantations and 3,000
acres, bamboo plantations.

With the efficient and effective use of State’s
forest resources for establishment of pulp and pa-
per plants, the region will get more technologies
and create job opportunities. It will contribute to-
wards regional and national economic development.
Besides, the nation will earn foreign exchange
through exporting pulp.

With the emergence of more large facto-
ries, mills and plants, Ayeyawady Division is con-
tributing much to national economic development
and the drive for transition to industrialized nation.

Translation: MS
Myanma Alin, Kyemon: 12-6-2005

200-ton pulp plant (Thabaung) of Myanma Paper and Chemicals Industries in Thabaung Township, Pathein District, Ayeyawady Divisi
J
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YANGON, 13 June
— The work coordina-
tion meeting of Yangon
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council took
place at the office of
Yangon Division PDC on
Bank Road in Kyauktada
Township this afternoon.
It was attended by Chair-
man of Yangon Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-
Gen Myint Swe.

Also present on the
occasion were Secretary
of Yangon Division PDC
Lt-Col Myint Kyi and
members, division, dis-

trict and township level
departmental officials

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe delivers an address at the work coordination meeting of Yangon Divisienn2DC.

and others. First, the
commander delivered an

British Ambassador donates blood

A

Minister for Health Dr Kyaw M

™

]

address.

The officials re-
ported on progress of
plans implemented in
2004-2005 and future
work, agricultural sector

and crime reduction tasks
to the commander.

The commander
assigned duties on plans
for 2005-2006 and culti-
vation of monsoon paddy

s =

to the chairmen of town-
ship PDC.

The meeting ended
with the concluding re-
marks of the com-
mander.—MNA

|
yint visits British Ambassador Ms Vick

Bowman at the National Blood Centre of YGhina

YANGON, 13 June —
Minister for Health Dr
Kyaw Myint and Direc-
tor-General of Health
Department Dr Tin Win
Maung and officials vis-

ited donation of blood by
British Ambassador to
Myanmar Ms Vicky
Bowman at the National
Blood Centre of Yangon
General Hospital this af-

ternoon.

The minister cor-
dially greeted the ambas-
sador at the Apheresis
Machine Section.

MNA

YANGON, 13 Jun—
Secretary-General of the
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association
Minister for Agriculture
and Irrigation Maj-Gen
Htay Oo on 4 June
evening visited Thiriy-
adana Monastery in
Kanyutkwin, Bago Divi-
sion, and paid homage
and offered alms to
Sayadaw U Sila Sara.

Next, the minister
met with township USDA

Dhamma Visawdani
Theindawgyi, raising of
educational funds and so-
cial affairs.

The Minister pre-
sented cash for setting up
educational trust funds to
executive of the township
USDA U Tin Ko Ko.

Afterwards, the
minister viewed renova-
tion of Moegaung Pagoda.

On June 3, the sec-
retary general paid hom-
age to Sayadaw U Ti

Lawka at Magyeebinpu
Monastery in Magyee-
binpu Village, Meikhtila
Township, and presented
offertories to him.

Then the minister
made cash donations for
the renovation of Lawka
Yannaing Pagoda. In
meeting with village peo-
ple, the minister urged
them to strive for boost-
ing of agricultural prod-
ucts.

MNA

executives and members
and townselders, and dis-
cussed renovation of

YANGON, 14 June
— Patrons of Myanmar
Women’s Sports Fed-
eration Daw Nyunt
Nyunt Oo (Archery
sports in-charge), Daw
Khin Aye, Daw Khin
Mi Mi, Daw Khin Mya
Win, leader of CEC
members group Daw

e

Khin May Soe encour-
aged archers to be par-
ticipated in the XXIII
SEA Games at
Kyaikkansan Grounds.

General Secretary
of Myanmar Archery
Federation Assistant Di-
rector of Sports and
Physical Education De-

S

partment U Kyaw Oo
explained to the panel of
patrons preparations for
achieving success in the
XXIII SEA Games and
future tasks and con-
ducted them round
archers’ hostel and
mess. Then he intro-

duced the panel of pa-
trons to the tentatively
selected archers indi-
vidually.

The panel of pa-
trons presented cash as-
sistance to the archers
and gave advice to them.

NLM

- A

YANGON, 13 June
— Deputy Minister for
Transport Col Nyan
Tun Aung attended the
concluding ceremony of
basic course No(l/
2005) for deck cadets of
Inland Water Transport
under the Ministry of
Transport held at the
training school at
Myathida Port

T

this

morning.

Also present were
IWT Managing Direc-
tor U Soe Tint, general
managers, managers
and officials.

After speaking on
the occasion, the deputy
minister  presented
prizes to outstanding
trainees.

MNA

Patrons of Myanmar Women Sports Federa-
tion Daw Nyunt Nyunt Oaneets the tentatively,
selected archers.ntm

Deputy Minister Col Nyan Tun Aung delivers an address at the concluding ceremony of basic course
No (1/2005) for deck cadets of Inland Water TranspertNa




Minister inspects industries in
Bago Division (West)

YANGON, 13 June — Minister for Industry-2
Maj-Gen Saw Lwin on 11 June met with officials of
No 2 Auto Industry (Htonebo) in Padaung Township,
Bago Division (West),under the Myanma Automobile
and Diesel Engine Industries.

At the meeting, the General Manager of the
industry reported on production of jeeps in 2004-2005
fiscal year and arrangements for production to meet the
targets in 2005-2006 fiscal year. The minister urged
the officials to work hard for meeting the target of
production.

After the meeting, the minister inspected the
machinery part and assembling of Mazda jeeps at the
industry.

In the afternoon, the minister went to No 1
Agricultural Machinery Production Factory (Hsinde).
Atthe briefing hall of the factory, the General Manager
of the factory briefed on production of agricultural
machinery.

Next, the minsiter gave instructions on extended
production of new products and distribution of the
machinery before the rainy season.

Afterwards, Maj-Gen Saw Lwin inspected the
assembling and trial-drive of the power-tillers manu-
factured by the factory.

Afterwards, the minister also inspected the fac-
tory building being constructed by the Myanma Indus-
trial Construction Service and gave instruction on test-
run of the machinery imported, timely completion of
the building and drainage system. — MNA

Construction Minister tours
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Minister for Finance and Revenue Maj-Gen Hla Tun delivers an address at the opening ceremony of Myanma

Economic Bank (Shwebo branehjvna

YANGON, 13 June — Minister for Finance and

This morning, Sagaing Division Peace and De-

Revenue Maj-Gen Hla Tun met with service personnel
of departments and enterprises under the ministry at the
office of Muse Township Customs Department on 11
June morning.

Atthe meeting the minister called for discharge of
duties conscientiously, meeting targets of the ministry
and striving for regional development. Next, the minister
inspected the department.

In the evening, the minister met heads and manag-
ers of district and township departments under the min-
istry at Lashio township Internal Revenue Department,
and gave necessary instructions.

Yesterday, the minister met officials of district
and township departments of Sagaing Division at
Pyishwebo Yeiktha in Shwebo and gave necessary in-

velopment Council Chairman North-West Command
Commander Maj-Gen Tha Aye and the minister at-
tended the opening ceremonyof the new office building
of Myanma Economic Bank (Shwebo Branch) in Ward-
6, U Aung Zeya Street. Shwebo District PDC Chairman
Lt-Col Than Tun and MEB Managing Director Col Myat
Maw formally opened the building. Next, the com-
mander spoke on the occasion.

Accompanied by Internal Revenue Department
Director General U Hsan Tun and MEB Managing
Director Col Myat Maw, the minister inspected Manda-
lay Division IRD and gave necessary instructions to
officials.

Later, the minister and party inspected MEB
(Branch-2) in Mandalay and inspected arrangements for

structions.

opening of banking services courses. — MNA

Shan State (South)

YANGON, 13 June — Minister for Construc-
tion Maj-Gen Saw Tun, accompanied by Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Myint Thein and officials, on 11
June arrived at Heho in Shan State (South) and
inspected construction and maintenance of the road
along Meiktila-Taunggyi-Kengtung-Tachilek.

The minister gave instructions on repairing of
road and proper flow of the drain.

The minister and party yesterday morning
met with the staff of the Public Works, Shan State
(South), at the office of the Superintending Engi-
neer of the Shan State (South) and gave instructions.
At the meeting, he urged the staff to strive for the
nation and the people while the government is mak-
ing endeavours for the equitable development in the
State.

When he arrived Shwenyaung, the minister
inspected machinery of the Public Works in Shan
State (South) and attended to the needs. Assistant
Engineer U Tin Myint of Public Works reported to
the minister on maintenance of the machinery.

MNA

Myanmar Sepak Takraw team which won one ¢
and one silver in International Sepak Takraw

Championship held in Manila, Philippines seen| g,
Yangon International Airport on 12 June

Jade and Gems Special Sale in June

2l
L LAl

Deputy Minister for Mines U Myint Thein delivers an address at the first meeting of Central Committee for

———

Jade and Gems Special Salema

YANGON, 13 June —

The first meeting of Cen-
tral Committee for Jade and
Gems Special Sale to be
eld in June 2005 took
(‘g ce atMyanma Gem Mart
on Kaba Aye Pagoda Road
re this evening. It was
attended by chairman of

Central Committee for Jade
and Gems Special Sale
Deputy Minister for Mines
U Myint Thein.

Also present on the
occasion were vice-chair-
man of the committee
Deputy Minister for Trans-
port Col Nyan Tun Aung,

Deputy Commander of
Yangon Command Brig-
Gen Wai Lwin, Managing
Director U Thein Swe of
Myanma Gems Enterprise
and Central Committee
members. First, they fixed
the date of the sale for 2005
to be held from 28 June to

5 July 2005.

The chairman and
central committee mem-
bers discussed awiderange
of topics on the sale.

Next, the meeting
ended with the concluding
remarks of the deputy min-
ister—MNA

evening.—~Lm

Doekyayywa
YANGON, 13 June —
Doekyayywa Journal Vol-
2 No 12 is put into circula-
tion today. The journal de-
picts the life of farmers,
the village life, knowledge

Journal Vol-2 N

about raising poultry on a
manageable scale, car-
toons, humour, poem,
health knowledge and
other interesting news.
Those who want to give

0 12 comes out

manuscripts and put ad-
vertisements in the journal
are to contact No (31/32),
10th Street, Lanmadaw
Township (Ph: 371342/
252452/379768).—MNA

Minister for Mines inspects ...

(from page 1)

On 11 June, the minister discussed exploration of mineral and regional de-
velopment in Sagaing Division with Commander Tha Aye.

The minister and Managing Director of No 3 Mining Enterprise U Hsan Tun
inspected Kyartwinyay iron mine in PyinOoLwin.

Yesterday, the minister inspected production of steel at No 1 Iron and Steel
Plant, construction of oxygen plant, production of import substitute materials. He
provided stipend to students of basic education schools. The minister also inspected
production of limestone at Patheingyi limestone mine.—MNA
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Man eats live frogs, snakes to get into
“Guinness” Book

BANGALORE, 13 June — It might
look and sound nauseating but a 24-
year-old man has taken to eating live
frogs, snakes and cockroaches to gain
anentry into the Guinness Book of Worl
Records.

Mohammed Mansoor, hailing from
Shimoga District in Karnataka, eats live

d

frogs, earthworms, cockroaches, water
snakes and raw flesh.

Mansoor, who demonstrated his
“feat” before scribes here on Saturday,
says he took to the habit in order to see
his name in the Guinness Book.

Mansoor, who chewed on a frog and
ate raw flesh, also claimed that he could
eat 60 raw eggs at a time, leaving the
reporters shellshocked.

He also claimed that he can digest
five kilos of raw meat daily. —MNA/PTI

A ceremony for the
signing of an agreement
on the handover of the
equipment was held in
Islamabad on Saturday,
with Chinese Ambassa-
dor Zhang Chunxiang

EU foreign ministers meet on disputed budget plan

BrusskeLs, 13 June — Foreign ministers of the European Union (EU)’s 2

g'md Pakistani Economic
Affairs Division Secre-

a1

tary Khalid Saeed inking

r

D

the document on behalf
of their respective gov-
ernments.

Saeed said the office
equipment would further
consolidate the brotherly
relations between the
governments and the peo-
ples of Pakistan and
China. The office equip-

China grants office equipment to

Pakistani Government
IstamaBap, 13 June — The Chinese Government granted office equip-
ment worth 190,000 US dollars to the Pakistani Government to facilitate
officers with modern facilities.

ment, including 145 com-
puters, printers, scanners,
fax machines and photo-
copiers, is provided un-
der the grant assistance
agreement on economic
and technical cooperation
between Pakistan and
China signed in 2001.
MNA/Xinhua

ot

member countries gathered Sunday evening in Luxembourg for a closed-do

conclave before their formal meeting on Monday and Tuesday, trying to strik
a deal on the crisis-hit bloc’s budget plans.

British Foreign Sec-
retary Jack Straw was un-
der strong pressure from
his EU counterparts to
make concessions over his
country’s cherished 4.6-
billion-euro annual rebate,
a key point blocking ac-
cord on the 2007-2013
budget plans.

Luxembourg Prime
Minister Jean-Claude
Juncker, who currently
holds the rotating EU
presidency, has held a se-
ries of meetings with EU
leaders in recent days, but
the hope of reaching acon-
sensus on the issue before
next week’s EU summit
remains slim.

The gathering of EU
heads of state and govern-
ment is to take place in
Brussels on Thursday and
Friday, just before Britain

takes over the six-month
EU presidency on 1 July.
Hammering out an
agreement on the budget
has been pushed to the
second place as one of the
top issues to be discussed
at the Brussels summit,
making room for EU lead-
ers to prescribe for the
Constitution crisis after
France and the Nether-
lands said “no” to the
treaty in theirreferendums
in the past two weeks.
Diplomats warn that,
while not formally linked,
the Constitution crisis has
inevitably complicated the
political equations sur-
rounding the budget talks.
The EU’s Luxem-
bourg presidency has
warned that a budget ac-
cordis all the more impor-
tant now, to show that

Europe is not completely
paralyzed by turmoil.

However, British
Prime Minister Tony Blair
responded French Presi-
dentJacques Chirac’s call
for Britain’s concessions
by saying that the rebate
could only be negotiable
via a full EU spending re-
view. “The reason for the
unfairness is because the
spending of Europe is so
geared to the common
agricultural policy,” Blair
was quoted by British
media as saying.

The annual 4.6-bil-
lion-euro rebate was fa-
mously secured in 1984
by then British Prime Min-
ister Margaret Thatcher,
after she declared, accord-
ing to legend, “I want my
money back.”

MNA/Xinhua

Ancient Royal Garden excavation finished

in N-W China

XI'aN, 13 June — Chinese and Japanese archaeologists have complet
four-year excavation at Taiyechi Lake in Daminggong Palace in Xi'an, th
ancient capital of the Tang Dynasty (618-907 AD) in northwest China’

Shaanxi Province.

The Chinese and
Japanese archaeologists
will spend the following
year studying the excava-
tion results, said He Suili,
an expert with the Insti-
tute of Archaeology of the
Chinese Academy of So-
cial Sciences, and a paper
will be finished to map
out the structure of the
garden.

Experts have exca-
vated about 20,000 square
metres of area, and found

a lot relics of waterside
pavilions, halls, corridors
and many other artificial
garden facilities, He said.

The excavation also
yielded many construction
materials including bricks
and tiles, stone statues,
pottery and bronze and
iron objects.

The garden, located
at the middle area of the
emperor’s living area,
served exclusively for the
royal members and

showcased the top-level
garden architecture in the
Tang Dynasty, one of Chi-
na’s most prosperous pe-
riods.

Taiyechi, or Pond of
Heavenly Dew, was an
important link in Chinese
ancient royal garden ar-
chitecture, and also influ-
enced the royal garden
construction in Japan and
Korean Peninsula at that
time, He said.

MNA/Xinhual

Memorial facility being constructed for
legendary Chinese ancestors

ZHeNGzHOU, 13 June — A memorial facility devoted to emperors Yan an

Huang, believed to be the founders of the Chinese nation, has started idr

construction in Zhengzhou, capital of central China’s Henan Province.

It will be the largest of the kind in
completion, said the city government
sources.

The memorial facility is being built
around a hill on the southern bank of the
Yellow River or about 30 kilometres
northwest of Zhengzhou. It will consist
of alarge plaza, an altar and two statues
for Emperor Yan, also known as Em-

peror Shennong, and Emperor Huang, or
the Yellow Emperor.

The project will cost 120 million
yuan (about 14.46 million US dollars),
withinvestment from a Hong Kong busi-
nessman who asked for anonymity. The
first phase of the project will be com-
pleted next April.

MNA/Xinhua
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Chinese textile enterprises joyful
about Sino-EU accord

SHANGHAI, 13 June — Most Chinese textile enterprises were happy about
the news that China and the European Union (EU) reached a deal in the small
hours on Saturday to avoid an escalating dispute between the two in textile

o -

A model displays some golf balls painted with Chinese operas’ facial mak

the Fourth China International Golf Exposition in Beijing, on 12 June, 20

These golf balls carrying Chinese opera figures all reach international
standards of American Golf Association IN¥ERNET

180-million-year dinosaur fossil
excavated in S-W China

Kunming, 13 June — Chinese archaeologists have excavated fossils
herbivorous dinosaur which lived 180 million years ago at the slope of a 1,84
metre altitude mountain in southwest China’s Yunnan Province.

Started on 2 June , the excavation
is near Guanglong Village of
Chengjiang County, where a local vil-
lager found the fossil on 14 May.

Chen Ailin, curator of Yunan
Chengjiang animal fossil museum, said
that from the already-unearthed fossils,
scientists concluded that the dinosaur
was more than 10 metres long, and 7 to
8 tons in weight when it was alive.

The dinosaur had short forelegs
and rather long hind ones, with slim
neck, very small head and a 5-metre
long tail, all of which show that it had
lived in a swamp area rich with water

grass, and transferred to mountain slope
after geological vicissitudes.

Chen said that his team will com-
plete the excavation within ten days, for
part of the fossils have already rotted due
to air exposure.

Within the 5,000-square-metre area
the dinosaur fossil excavation place, at
least three other dinosaur fossils were
still underground, said Chen, stressing
that his team has already accelerated
their “salvage excavation” activities, for
the herbivore fossils are more easy to be
broken.

MNA/Xinhua|

trade. They hailed the accord as a win-win approach, beneficial for all.

“As far as our enterprise is con-
cerned, the Sino-EU deal will provide a
relatively stable and foreseeable exter-
nal environment and help mitigate risk
of uncertainties for the textile trade,”
said Xiao Yugui, president of Shanghai
Textile (Group) Co, Ltd based in this
international business and financial hub.

One of the leading textile exporters
in China, the group company exported 2
billion US dollars’ worth of textile pro-
ducts last year, of which one fourth were

eURIdto Europe.

S. “The accord is certainly good
news for domestic textile manufactur-
ers, which have been under the shadow
of trade row for months,” commented
Qian Feng, vice-president of Huayuan
Group.

The group, a leading garments ex-
orter in China, chalked up 2.62 billion

0 . . .

o dollarsin foreign trade of textiles and
apparels, including 1.7 billion dollars in
exports. [temploys nearly 50,000 work-
ers.

According to Qian, in the past few
months, the Huayuan Group did not dare
to receive orders, and most of its foreign
clients dared not to make orders, as the
trade rows hanged over. Eventually
China and the EU reached an agreement
to settle their trade dispute, which will

herald establishment of a good order on
international textile market, Qian said.

According to the Sino-EU deal, the
EU has agreed to stop investigations on
ten types of textile products from China,
including cotton fabrics, T-shirts, trou-
sers, blouses and flax yarn.

The two sides also reached consen-
sus on the annual growth of textile ex-
ports for the ten types of Chinese pro-
ducts from June 11, 2005 through to the
end of 2007. With an agreed base quan-
tity, the annual growth is set to rise
between 8 per cent and 12.5 per cent
during the period.

Ning Jinyuan, general manager of
the Import and Export Co, Ltd under the
Tianjin Textile Group in the leading port
city of north China, estimated that not
only Chinese enterprises but also Euro-
pean enterprises will be pleased with the
new deal.

As the world’s biggest high-grade
textiles and garments exporter, the EU
has most of its clothing makers depend
on textile products from China. In the
interests links, Chinese textile suppliers
only take 10 per cent of profits from
textile trade, while brand owners, dis-
tributors and retailers from the EU garner
the remaining 90 per cent, Ning analyzed.

MNA/Xinhua

Iran says IAEA confirms peaceful nature
of its nuclear activities

TEeHERAN, 13 June — Iran’s chief nuclear negotiator Hassan Rowhani said
on Saturday that the UN nuclear watchdog has confirmed the peaceful nature
of Iran’s nuclear activities, the semi-officialMehr news agency reported.

“Fortunately, the In-

Teheran insists that it

13th SAARC
summit to be held in
November at Dhaka

IsLAMABAD, 13 June
— Pakistani Prime Min-
ister Shaukat Aziz an-
nounced here Saturday
that the 13th summit of
the South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Coop-
eration (SAARC), which
has been postponed twice,
will be held on 12-13 No-
vemberin the Bangladeshi
capital of Dhaka.

“The dates have been
decided with the consul-
tations of all member
states,” Aziz, who holds
the current chairmanship
of SAARC, told a news
conference in Islamabad.

The 13th SAARC
summit, scheduled to be
held in Dhaka in January
this year, was first post-
poned after three of the
seven SAARC member
nations were hit last De-
cember by the tsunami
disaster that left nearly
300,000 people dead.

It was postponed a
second time after India
pulled out, citing security
situation in Bangladesh
and political instability in
Nepal.

Aziz said thatacoun-
cil of ministers from the
SAARC members will
meet from 9-11 Novem-
ber to finalize the agenda
for the summit.

The seven-member
SAARC was established
in 1985 and it groups
Bangladesh, Bhutan, In-
dia, the Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka.

SAARC provides a
platform for the peoples
of South Asia to work
together in a spirit of
friendship, trust and un-
derstanding. It aims to ac-
celerate the process of eco-
nomic and social devel-
opment among the mem-
ber states.

MNA/Xinhua

Pakistan hands over 42
more buses to Afghanistan

IsLamaBAD, 12 June
— The Pakistani Govern-
ment Saturday handed
over 42 more buses to the
Afghan Government as
part of its contribution to
the reconstruction in Af-
ghanistan, according to

provision of 100 buses to
Afghanistan, out of which
35had been delivered and
with the delivery of the 42
buses, Afghanistan has
received 77 buses so far.

The remaining 23
buses will be delivered by

the Associated Press ofthe end of this month. Pa-

Pakistan.

At a graceful cer-
emony held in Peshawar,
capital of the North-West
Frontier Province, keys of
the buses were handed to
an Afghan diplomat. Pa-
kistan has announced the

kistan has pledged 100
million US dollars for Af-
ghanistan’s reconstruction
and undertaken a number
of projects in roads, health
and education sectors in
the war-torn country.
MNA/Xinhua|

Belgian King concludes
state visit to China

GuILIN, 13 June — B
cluded his eight-day state

elgian King Albert II con-
visit to China on Saturday

afternoon after paying a short visit to Guilin, a scenic
resort in south China’s Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous

Region.

The King said that his
has helped expand bilateral
gium and China. The Belg
on 4 June. This is the first
head of state in the past 24

visit to China is fruitful and
1 cooperation between Bel-
ian King arrived in Beijing
visit to China by a Belgian
years. The King held talks

with Chinese President Hu Jintao, top legislator Wu
Bangguo and Premier Wen Jiabao in Beijing. Apart
from Beijing and Guilin, he also visited the cities of
Xi’an, Shanghai and Suzhou. — MNA/Xinhua

ternational Atomic En-
ergy Agency (IAEA) has
confirmed that Iran’s nu-
clear activities are meant
for peaceful purposes,”
Rowhani was quoted as
saying during a meeting
with Yemeni Foreign
Minister Abu Bakr
Abdullah al-Kurbi in the
Yemeni capital of Sanaa.

Rowhani’s comments
came one day aftera West-
ern diplomat said that
TAEA inspectors exam-
ined Iran’s uranium en-
richment facilities in the
central city of Natanz on
Thursday and proved that
Iran had frozen all sensi-
tive activities there as it
had pledged.

The negotiator reit-
erated Iran’s position that
the country’s uranium en-
richment suspension is a
temporary measure only
meant for confidence-
building. Iran, currently
under strict inspection of
the IAEA, is trying hard to
disprove the US accusa-
tion that Iran develops
nuclear weapons secretly.
Iran rejects the charge as
politically motivated.

will never give up its le-
gitimate rights for peace-
ful nuclear technology.

However, the Islamic
Republic suspended its
uranium enrichment ac-
tivities last November to
avoid a referral of its case
to the UN Security Coun-
cil. The suspension also
opened the door to con-
tinuing nuclear negotia-
tions with the European
trio of Britain, France and
Germany, the broker of
the Iranian nuclear issue
since 2003.

The negotiations
reached a deadlock due to
uncompromising posi-
tions of the two sides.

Iran has sought to
keep its uranium enrich-
mentactivities, while pro-
viding guarantees of the
peaceful nature of its nu-
clear programme, a non-
existent concurrence ac-
cording to Europe.

The two sides re-
sumed akey round of talks
on25May in Geneva, dur-
ing which they agreed to
prolong the negotiations
till late July.

MNA/Xinhua
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US checking
possible 2nd case

of mad cow disease

W ASHINGTON, 12
June— The US Depart-
ment of Agriculture
(USDA) said on Friday it
is checking a possible new
case of mad cow disease,
with additional tests to be
done for confirmation.

The possible new
case, in a beef cow, is one
of the three suspected ani-
mals that were previously
tested negative for mad
cow disease. They were
tested again with a differ-

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

M.V. KOTAMUTIARA VOY: NO (207

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V.KOTA
MUTIARA VOY NO (207) are hereby notified that
the vessel will be arriving on 14.6.05 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11:20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797
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1.25 tons of
cocaine seized in

Colombia

Bogora, 12 June—
The Colombian Army on
Friday seized 1.25 tons of
cocainein 11 underground
hideouts in the jungle area
500 kilometres southwest
of the capital city Bogota.

To protect the co-
caine, which valued at
31.2 million US dollars,
drugpushers set mines
around the hideouts and
two soldiers were slightly
injured during the opera-
tion, said the military au-
thorities.

Together with the
drugs, the Army alsoseized
an arsenal, both belonging
to the drug-trafficking
group of Norte del Valle,
operating in alliance with
the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia
(FARC), the biggest rebel
group of the country.

This year, Colombia
has seized more than 52
tons of cocaine. It confis-
cated a total of 148 tons of
cocainein2004. Colombia
isone of the largest cocaine
producers in the world with
anaverage annual output of
some 580 tons, accounting
for90percentofthe world’s
total. Mostof thedrugshave
been sent to the United
States and Europe.

MNA/Xinhua

Survey shows drug threatens Mozambican
adolescents’ health

Mapruto, 12 June —
Illicitdrug is threatening
Maputo secondary
school students’ health,
shows a survey carried
out among Maputo sec-
ondary school students
by the National Network
of Mozambican NGOs
against Drugs.

ent technology at the re-
quest of the USDA’s In-
spector-General who was
reviewing the depart-
ment’s mad cow testing
programme. The results
showed one animal tested
positive.

The meat of the ani-
mal that tested positive did
not enter the food or feed
chain, said Agriculture
Secretary Mike Johanns.

The suspected sam-
ple is being subjected to
additional tests, the depart-
ment said.

The only US con-
firmed case of mad cow
disease was found in De-
cember 2003 in a Wash-
ington state dairy cow,
which was imported from
Canada.

MNA/Xinhual

EU agrees to stop investigation on ten line

of China’s textile

BENING, 12 June—
The European Union has
agreed to stop investiga-
tions on ten categories of
textile products from
China, according to the
agreement signed by both
sides at the early hours
Saturday in Shanghai.

China and EU also
reached consensus on the
annual growth of exports
to the European market
for the ten lines of Chi-
nese products from
11 June, 2005 to the end
of 2007. With an agreed
base quantity, the annual
growth is set to be limited
between 8 per cent and
12.5 per cent during the
period, said sources with

the Chinese Ministry of
Commerce.

Both sides agreed to
address problems emerg-
ing from textile trade
“through consultation”, ac-
cording to the agreement.

The ten lines of tex-
tile products include cot-
ton cloth, T-shirts, pullo-
vers, trousers, blouses,
sheets, dresses, brassieres,
table cloth and flax yarn.

The agreement was
reached after ten-hour-
strong closed-door talks
between Chinese Com-
merce Minister Bo Xilai
and visiting EU Trade
Commissioner Peter
Mandelson.

In April, EU pub-

lished a guiding booklet
onrestrictive measures on

The survey, which
was published by local
media this week, took a
sample of 1,000 students
(629 boys and 371 girls)
from the two largest state
schools in Maputo, and
the Maputo Portuguese
School, and the pri-
vately-owned Isaac
Newton school. The age
Qf the pupils surveyed
ranged from 14 to 25.

According to the
survey, more than 5 per

cent of the sample ad-
mitted to consuming the
illicit drug cannabis.
As for hard drugs,
11 boys and three girls
admitted they had taken
cocaine. Three boys but
no girls had taken heroin.
There were also
three boys and one girl
who had taken ecstasy
tablets, and one boy who
had experimented with
LSD.
MNA/Xinhua

textile products from
China based on Article
242, setting concerned
conditions and procedures
for the restriction.

After that, EU
launched a probe into a
dozen of China-made tex-
tile products and decided
on 27 May to propose a
request for official con-
sultation with China on
T-shirts and flax yarn.

Following the con-
cerned procedures, China
and EU should find a
sofactory for both within
15 days. Otherwise, EU
would take the restrictive

measures.—MNA/Xinhua|

Singapore launches
Road Safety Outreach 2005

SINGAPORE, 12 June —
Themed “Think it’s safe?
Think again,” Singapore’s
annual Road Safety
Outreach was launched on
Saturday, together with the
open of the Police Week
Carnival.

Addressing the open-
ing ceremony, Senior Min-
ister of State for Law and
Home Affairs HoPeng Kee
identified motorcyclists,
senior citizens, as well as
primary and secondary
school students, as the
most vulnerable groups on

the road. Though the total
number of fatalities caused
in traffic accidents in the
first quarter of this year
dropped to 45 from 58 in
the same period of last year,
motorcyclists and their pil-
lion riders accounted for
slightly more than half of
the total, Ho said.
Among pedestrians
fatalities, which accounted
for about 24 per cent of the
total number of 45, nearly
82 per cent were aged 60
and above, according to
Ho.—MNA/Xinhua
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Chirac, Schroeder call for
“constructive compromise” on EU budget

Paris, 12 June — France and Germany, the two heavyweights in the 25-member European Unipn in 2005
(EV), called on Friday for “a constructive compromise” on the EU budget to be discussed at the blog’s

summit in Brussels next week.

Visiting German Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder
and French President Jacques Chirac said both coun-
tries are ready for a compromise on the EU budget for
2007-2013, and asked other members to follow suit.

“We completely approve the idea of a constructive
compromise,” Schroeder said at a joint news confer-
ence with Chirac after their informal meeting in the
French presidential palace, Elysee.

Chirac asked the Europeans, especially Britons, to
make an effort for agreement on the EU budget.

An agreement “suggests that everyone should
make an effort, and above all our British friends must
recognize how things have changed and the need for
greater equity in the financial charges that each coun-

annual rebate that Britain won in 1984.

Chirac and Schroeder made the compromise ap-
peal after France and the Netherlands rejected the EU
constitutional treaty in the past two weeks.

While acknowledging a “difficult period”, Chirac
said Europe “will better surmount the difficulties
when there is a strong will between Germany and
France to surmount them”.

Echoing Chirac, Schroeder stressed that “it is
more important than ever to maintain the idea of
unification and enlargement”. Chirac voiced opposi-
tion to renegotiating the EU Common Agriculture
Policy, saying he would not overturn a deal he and
Schroeder struck in 2002 to keep the agricultural

IEA malntalns its
estimate of oil demand

Paris, 12 June — The International Energy
Agency (IEA) on Friday published a monthly re-
port, maintaining its estimate for world demand
for oil this year at 84.3 million barrels each day,
with an increase of 2.2 per cent from 2004.

World oil production in May totalled 84.6 million
barrels per day, with an increase of 260,000 barrels per
day from April, it said.

It also said that stocks held by countries in the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Devel-
opment (OECD) amounted to 2.572 million barrels
perday in April, equivalent to 53 days of consumption.

The IEA was created after the first oil crisis in
1974 in order to help OECD countries to manage
strategic stocks of oil and make energy strategies.

try bears”, he said, referring to the five-billion-euro | subsidy system intact until 2013.—MNA/Xinhua MNA/Xinhua
Baltic countries expect closer G-8 agrees
cooperation with EU to write off
Warsaw, 12 June — Foreign ministers of the 12-member Council of th debts of 18
Baltic Sea States (CBSS) said on Friday that Baltic countries look forward t
strengthening cooperation with the European Union (EU). — poorest
The integration pro- | is the most dynamic re- | would carry out close — .
e , Y countries

cess of Europe greatly
benefits the Baltic region
and the entry to the EU of
Poland, Estonia, Lithua-
niaand Latviaopened new
prospects for cooperation
between Baltic states and
the EU, the ministers said
in a communique issued
attheend of the 13th Meet-
ing of Foreign Ministers
of the CBSS in Poland’s
northwestern city of
Szeczecin.

Icelandic Foreign
Minister David Oddsson,
whose country holds the
rotating CBSS presidency,
said at the two-day meet-
ing that the Baltic region

gion in Europe in eco-
nomic development.
Following the en-

largement of the EU, the

CBSS would be a bridge
for closer cooperation be-
tween the EU and Russia,
and it would attach more
importance to develop-
ment of ties between the
EU and Russia’s enclave
of Kaliningrad in the near
future, Oddsson said.
The foreign ministers
agreed that closer coop-
eration with the EU would
increase the power of Bal-
tic nations, especially in
the field of economy.
The Baltic countries

cooperation in case of
emergency situations and
make efforts to reduce
possible pollution from
maritime transportation of
oil in the region, the min-
isters said.

The CBSS, consist-
ing of Denmark, Estonia,
Finland, Germany, Ice-
land, Latvia, Lithuania,
Norway, Poland, Russia,
Sweden and the European
Commission, was estab-
lished in March 1992 as a
forum for promoting the
emerging cooperation be-
tween the countries on the
Baltic Sea.

MNA/Xinhua
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Chocolate snacks are displayed during the
Chocolate Fashion Show as part of Salon du
Chocolat held at Grand Hyatt in Beijing
on 10 June, 2005-INTERNET

EU
Parliament
speakers
call for
integration of

S-E Europe

BELGRADE (Serbia-
Montenegro), 12 June —
The six Parliament speak-
ers of the European Un-
ion (EU) countries called
for the EU integration of
Southeast European coun-
tries in a joint statement
adopted on Saturday, said
reports reaching here from
Slovenia.

Those speakers of par-
liaments come from the
regional partnership of
Austria, the Czech Repub-
lic, Hungary, Poland,
Slovakiaand Slovenia, re-

ported Slovene Presp

Agency.
MNA/Xinhua,

AICESIS pledges to work for women'’s
rights development

Paris, 12 June —The International Association of Economic and Socigl

Councils (AICESIS) pledged for women'’s rights and aid to development in
statement on Friday in Paris.

The AICESIS, hold-
ing its international con-
gress from Wednesday to
Friday in Paris, elected the
Chinese Wang Zhongyu
as president toreplace the
outgoing President
Jacques Dermagne. The
statement said that
AICESIS will work to

support “the elimination
of all kinds of discrimina-
tion against women”.

It “insists on the ne-
cessity to conclude in
2006 within the World
Trade  Organization
(WTO) the agenda of
Doha for the develop-
ment”. The statement re-

commends to “support
emerging countries’ debt
in order to make it com-
patible with their devel-
opment” and to better co-
ordinate the WTO, the In-
ternational Monetary
Fund (IMF), the World
Bank and the United Na-
tions.— MNA/Xinhua

Spain
backs
LEU-China
deal on
textiles

MADRID,12 June —
The Spanish Govern-
ment “highly values”
the agreement between
the European Union
(EU) and China on Chi-
nese textile exports, a

EU records 15.7-b euro current account deficit in first quarter

BrusseLs, 12 June— The European Union (EU) recorded a current
account deficit of 15.7 billion euros in the first quarter of 2005, the EU's officia

statistics agency Eurostat said on Friday.

The figure, which was
an initial estimate subject
torevision, compared with
adeficitof3.9billion euros
in the first quarter of 2004
and a deficit of 2.3 billion
euros in the fourth quarter
of 2004. The current ac-

count is a broad measure,
encompassing trade in
goods and services along
with investment and inter-
est revenues.

In the first quarter of
2005 the 25-nation bloc’s
external balance of trade

in services recorded a sur-
plus of 9.7 billion euros as
compared with a surplus
of 7.6 billion euros in the
first quarter of 2004 and a
surplus of 9.0 billion euros
in the fourth quarter of
2004. — MNA/Xinhua

senior Spanish official
said on Saturday.

At the opening cer-
emony of new facilities
of the Catalonia Tennis
Federation at Cornella,
Spain’s Minister of In-
dustry, Commerce and
Tourism Jose Montilla
said he believed the
document “respects the
will of the 25 EU coun-
tries”.—MNA/Xinhua

LonpoN,12 June—
Finance ministers of the
Group of Eight (G-8) rich-
est countries reached a
deal here on Saturday on
debt relief for the world’s
poorest countries.

The ministers agreed
on “100-per-centdebt can-
cellation” for 18 poorest
countries with immediate
effect, which amounts to
40billion US dollars, Brit-
ish Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer Gordon Brown
told a Press conference.

“It’s not a time for ti-
midity, butatime for bold-
ness,” he said.

Under the deal, the
World Bank, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund and
the African Development
Fund will write off debts
owed to them by the 18
selected countries.

Brown added that
there will be tough disci-
plines for the future which
includes improving trans-
parency and combating
corruption on the part of
the beneficiaries.

The agreement came
during a two-day meeting
in London of finance min-
isters of the G-8 which
groups the Britain, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy,
Japan, the United States
and Russia. Brown said
there was the political will
of the richest countries to
move forward and he had
earlier promised “the big-
gest debt settlement the
world has ever seen”.

MNA/Xinhua
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Nigeria hold defending champions Brazil
in goalless draw

Emmen, 13 June— Defending champions Brazil were held to a goalless draw

Yokohama ties Barcelona 3-3 in soccer friendl| Mby a formidable Nigerian side in the heavyweight Group F clash of FIFA World

Tokvo, 13 June— J-League champion Yokohama Marinos held SpanighYouth Championship Netherlands 2005 here on Sunday.

powerhouse Barcelonato a 3-3 draw with former Japan international Daisuk
Oku scoring a late equalizer in a friendly at home on Sunday.

missing key defender Yuji
Nakazawa and fellow

h

"We played to win the
match, and created a lot of
good opportunities, but
unfortunately my players

head coach of Brazil.
The game began with

a high tempo as both

teams fought fiercely in

Nigeria who had the say
to control the game with
astring of swiftand accu-
rate interchanges and

. Japan international | missed all of them. We | the midfield. The cham- | passing moves.
Vo om | Tatsuhiko Kuboduetopro- | really have to improve our | pions 02003 UAE World Brazil nearly opened
L longed injuries as well as | forward position for the | Youth Championship | the scoring on 24 minutes
A= 0 South Korea's World Cup | next match,” lamented an | looked alittle bitnervous | when defender Gladstone
— hero Ahn Jung-Hwan. For- | unsatisfied Weber Rene, ' inthe firsthalf,anditwas | headed home after a
— ward Daisuke Sakata flicker from his teammate
scoredinless thanaminute from a fine corner, but it
g — from the kick-off to put was disallowed by the ref-
; — ' Yokohama one up. eree for a suspect foul.
'..' - French forward Nigeria replied with sev-
P Ludovic Giuly levelled it eral chances from corners,
i - in the 13th minute, but the with a powerful header

=

4

Spanish FC Barcelona mldflelder Thiago Motta f5

1N

Brazil (R) celebrates his goal with teammate De|

(L) during the 1st half of an international friendly

match against Japan's Yokohama F Marinos at

Nissan Stadium in Yokohama, Kanagawa Prefec-

ture. The match ended in a draw 3 te-3NTERNET

With most of their top
players like Brazilian
Ronaldinho unavailable,
Barcelona arrived with
just 13 players, two of

them goalkeepers, leaving
head coach Frank Rijkaard
with just one reserve out-
fielder.

Yokohama was also

visitors found themselves
agoal down again 12 min-
utes later when Hideo
Oshima netted.

Barca's Brazilian
midfielder Thiago Motta
hit back in the 43rd and
Ol5gth minutes, only to see
Cthe Catalonians give the

hosts a penalty, which Oku
hc?uly put away with 12
‘minutes to go.

On Wednesday, Barce-
lona will take on Urawa
Red Diamonds, winner of
the second stage of the
J-League last season.

MNA/Xinhua| |

Vietnam thrash Philippines, India whitewash

Guam in AFC soccer
Hanor, 13 June— Host Vietnam crushed the Philippines 6-1, while Indi

whitewashed Guam 10-0 in the opening qualifying round of the AFC women|

championship here on Sunday.

The qualifying round of
the Asian Football Con-
federation (AFC) wom-
en'schampionship opened
at My Dinh Stadium, at-
tracting many local foot-
ball fans. In the opener,
Vietnam took a 3-0lead at
halftime. Midfielder Doan
Thi Kim Chi made a hat-
trick in the match.

Eight minutes into the
match, Vietnamese striker
Bui Thi Tuyet Mai scored
the first with a low shot
after receiving a ball from
midfielder Tran Thi Kim
Hong from the right wing.

Forward Do Hong Tien
then scored twice in the
31stand 38thminutes, giv-
ing the home team a 3-0

lead. After the break, Vi-
etnam continued having
an upper hand, with
midfielders and forwards
showing smooth coordi-
nation. Chi made a hat-
trick in the 56th, 58th and
78th minutes.

The lone goal for the
young visitors with
weaker physical fitness
came in the 71st minute
through a powerful shot
of substitute Impelido
Angeline from the field's
centre.

"Our players played
well, but I am not really
satisfied with the way of
performance of Vietnam-
ese team in the second
half," Vietnam coach Tran

Ngoc Thai Tuan said after
the match.

Meanwhile, the Philip-
pine's coach Marlon Maro
expressed his happy with
the match result. "But I
am not satisfied with the
team's performance," he
added. In another match
of the day, India had a
10-0 triumph over Guam.

The qualifying round
features 12 teams from
June 12-20 in Vietnam's
capital in four groups on a
round-robin format. Top
four teams will then join
China, South Korea, the
North Korea and Japan in
the final of the champion-
ship to be held in May
2006. — MNA/Xinhua

A
]

Nigeria's goalie Ambrose Vanzekin grabs the bal
Brazil's Thiago Quirino bumps into him during th
first round in group F of the World Championship
soccer U20 match, in Emmen, Netherlands, on

June, 2005. The final score was O-ONTERNET

over the bar and a nice
volley just wide of the
post.

Brazil recovered after
the break, carving open
their rival's defence sev-
eral times. Diego got at
least three clean chances
when he faced Nigerian
goalkeeper Vanzekin
Ambruse on virtually aone
to one situation. But the
striker squandered all of
themafter wonderful saves
from Ambruse.

Nigeria tried hard to
break the deadlock.
Okoronkwo Solomon fired
amid-range shotattheedge
of the area in the 81st
gynute, which slipped past
pthe far post. Finally the
¢ven-sided match ended
nwith 0-0, a result fair for
both teams.

Roddick wins third straight
Stella Artois title

LonpoN, 13 June— American Andy Roddick won
his third successive Stella Artois title, taking two
tiebreakers over Ivo Karlovic of Croatia 7-6 (9-7) and

7-6 (7-4) here on Sunday.

Roddick thus joined compatriot John McEnroe and
Australian Lleyton Hewitt as the only players to win
three titles in a row at the Wimbledon warm-up event

at Queen's Club.

Karlovic who was playing his first ATP-level final,

showed no sign of nerves and was only
outplayed on the big points by his more

experienced opponent.

The tournament remained to be a big
success for the Croatian whose world
ranking of 77 will improve after victo-
ries over top seed Hewitt and former
Australian Open champion Thomas
— MNA/Xinhua \

Johansson.

"We are satisfied with
the result, and our aim for
the tournament is to win
the title. We do some fine
work at the midfield, and
we have some good chance
toscore. We should be cau-
tious during the next two
group matches for we have
got five yellow cards in
this game," said Nigerian
boss Siasia Samson.

MNA/Xinhua

Johnson betters

WasHINGTON, 12 June— Four-time world champion Allen Johnson had the better of Chinese Olympic champion L
Xiang on Saturday in their much-hyped men's 110m hurdles showdown by powering to a world's leading time of 13

seconds at a New York athletics meeting.

The 21-year-old Liu, who tied the world record of 12.91
seconds in winning Olympic gold in Athens, clocked 13.06
seconds to win the Prefontaine Classic Grand Prix meeting

last weekend, the world's best time of the year.

But in the New York Reebok Grand Prix held at Icahn
Stadium, Liu performed below his usual level as his unchar-
acteristic finish time of 13:11 ranked him behind Johnson and
American Dominique Arnold, who posted a personal best of

13:05 for second.

Liu in 110m hurdles duel

"I didn't start very well, my rhythm was wrong," said Liu
who had a false start in the final.
"I tried to adjust my rhythm and pace. In the middle of the
race my body was tilted left."
Johnson, who won 12 finals in the event last season but fell
in the quarterfinals in Athens, had a chance to test his form
against Liu in the Prefontaine Classic, but failed to materialize
when Johnson was disqualified for a false start.
MNA/Xinhua

i

Swiss Tennis player Roger Federer

poses with the trophy in Halle after

winning the final of the Halle ATP

Tennis Open against Russian Marat
Safin 6-4, 7-6, 6-4—INTERNET
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tourism, survey and map-
ping, health sector, roads
and teacher training,” said
the statement.

The Kenyan delega-
tion which visited south-
ern Sudan on 7-10 June
expressed readiness to as-
sist the vast region with
manpower to operate and
install the airport control

training institutions.

MNA/Xinhua
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YANGON, 13 June — Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) Vice-Admiral Soe Thein inspected develop-
ment undertakings of Mali Island and Kyunsu Town-
ship in Taninthayi Division on 11 and 12 June.

Accompanied by Chairman of Taninthayi Di-
vision Peace and Development Council Commander
of Coastal Region Command Maj-Gen Ohn Myint
and officials, Vice-Admiral Soe Thein visited the
regional unit on Mali Island and met with Tatmadaw
members and families on 11 June. He urged them to
join hands with locals for regional development.

Commander Maj-Gen Ohn Myint spoke of the
need to extend farming in the region. Vice-Admiral
Soe Thein and the commander presented gifts to the
Tatmadaw members and families. After visiting stu-
dents learning lessons at the affiliated high school,
they met with departmental personnel and teachers.
The commander urged them to strive in harmony
and unison for success of the five rural tasks. Vice-
Admiral Soe Thein explained the government’s de-
velopment endeavours covering the island. The Com-
mander-in-Chief (Navy) and the commander pre-

sented K 1 million for the school and cash assistance
to government employees, teachers and students.
The following morning, the Commander-in-
Chief (Navy) accompanied by the commander and
officials, attended the rubber plantation ceremony of
the regional battalion in Kyunsu Township. He also
cordially conversed with officials, Tatmadaw mem-
bers and families taking part in the ceremony.
Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral
Soe Thein and Commander Maj-Gen Ohn Myint
visited the Tan Rubber Plantation of the township.
Officials explained salient points of the plantation.
Vice-Admiral Soe Thein and Maj-Gen Ohn Myint
made arrangements for the success of the plantation.
Vice-Admiral Soe Thein presented K 590,000 for
the No 6 basic education high school of Tan village
and K 230,000 for opening of a library at the school.
In the Taninthayi Hall, he met with Tatmadaw
members and families of the regional battalion. Af-
ter an address by the commander, Vice-Admiral Soe
Thein urged them to strive together with locals for
the success of the seven-point Road Map. At 10 am,

the commander held a meeting with departmental
personnel and social organizations in Kyunsu. Offi-
cials explained the progress achieved in launching
the regional development drive. The commander
spoke of the need to produce more food for ensuring
self sufficiency, and to exceed the crop cultivation
targets.

In the afternoon, the Commander-in-Chief
(Navy) and the commander observed the site were a
new satellite town of Myeik will be built, the con-
struction of new jetties, and sea-water prawn farms.
They also attended to the needs of the officials of
the projects. — MNA

INSIDE

Now, the annual pulp manufacturing da-
pacity of State-run Sittoung, Paleik and Kafpbe
pulp plants is around 25,000 tons and 300 pri-
vate-run plants, more than 27,000 tons.

(Page 7) Mok Hter MyYINT (DELTA REGION)

Minister for Electric Power Maj-Gen Tin Htut
inspects Yeywa hydel-power project in

Mandalay Division. —ELECTRIC POWER

YANGON, 13 June — Minister for Electric
Power Maj-Gen Tin Htut on 10 June arrived
Yeywa hydel-power project in Mandalay Divi-
sion and inspected the construction works includ-
ing construction of the main dam, progress of
intake channel and flowing of Dokhtawady River
water into diversion tunnel.

At the construction site, the minister urged
the officials concerned to make efforts for timely
completion of work and called for thrifty use of
money and materials, and maintenance of machin-
ery for the project.

The Yeywa hydel-power project can gener-
ate 790 megawatts. On completion, the project will
produce 3,550 kilowatt hours annually and will sup-
ply electricity to all over the country via the na-
tional grid.

MNA

und’
Minister for Culture Maj-Gen Kyi Aung, Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Soe Win Maung view the

Construction of
National Library
under way

YANGON, 14 June— Minister for Culture Maj-
Gen Kyi Aung, Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Soe Win
Maung and officials arrived at the construction site of
new National Library at the corner of East Race Course
Road and Laydaunkkan Road, Tamway Township this
morning. They were welcomed by the directors-gen-
eral of departments and officials under the Ministry
and officials of Dagon International Co Ltd.

At the meeting hall, Chairman of the Dagon
International Co Ltd U Win Aung reported on con-
struction of the library in fiscal year 2005-2006.

The minister gave instructions on e-Govern-
ment and e-Library of the ministry, land preparation at
the facade of the library, construction of roads and
drainage in the compound, power and water supply,
installation of escalator, car parking, fencing and fire
preventive measures.

MNA
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construction site of new National Libsa — cuLTURE




