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Established 1914

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives Four social objectivesFour political objectives

YANGON, 12 June— On the occasion of the 107th Anniver-
sary of the Independence Day of the Republic of the Philippines
which falls on 12th June, 2005, Senior General Than Shwe,
Chairman of the State Peace and Development Council of the
Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to Her
Excellency Mrs Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, President of the Re-
public of the Philippines. —MNA

Senior General
Than Shwe

felicitates President
of the Philippines

YANGON, 12 June— Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman
of the State Peace and Development Council of the Union of
Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to His Excellency
Mr Vladimir V Putin, President of the Russian Federation, on
the occasion of the National Day of the Russian Federation which
falls on 12 June, 2005.

MNA

Senior General
Than Shwe sends

felicitations to
Russian President

YANGON, 11 June — Maj-Gen Htay Oo, Min-

ister for Agriculture and Irrigation, inspected Myohla

(Tatkon) Dam Project being implemented near

Inkhon Village of Tatkon Township for water sup-

ply functions of Meiktila Plain Greening Project on

5 June afternoon.

The Director of Construction-5 of Irrigation

Building of Myohla (Tatkon)
Dam measuring 2,100 feet

by 80 feet in high gear
Department explained functions of the main embank-

ment, the spillway and digging of canals.

The minister met with Chairman of Yamethin

District Peace and Development Council Lt-Col Aung

Kyi Shein and departmental officials. They discussed

water supply facilities, extended cultivation of sum-

mer paddy and onion, greening tasks along the left

canal of Hsinthay Dam and environs of Myohla

(Tatkon) Dam.

Maj-Gen Htay Oo oversaw construction of

earthen embankment measuring 2,100 feet by 80 feet

at Myohla (Tatkon) Dam and completion of 30 feet

wide spillway.

  MNA

Minister for Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay Oo oversees construction of Myohla (Tatkon) Dam near Inkhon Village of Tatkon Township.—˚A&I
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* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

People’s Desire
Sunday, 12 June, 2005

PERSPECTIVES

Strive for emergence of
a democratic system in conformity
with nation’s way of life
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FM sends felicitations to the
Philippines

YANGON, 12 June— On the occasion of the

107th Anniversary of the Independence Day of the

Republic of the Philippines which falls on 12th

June, 2005, U Nyan Win, Minister for Foreign

Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a mes-

sage of felicitations to His Excellency Mr Alberto G

Romulo, Secretary of Foreign Affairs of the Repub-

lic of the Philippines. —MNA

Foreign Minister felicitates
Russian counterpart
YANGON, 12 June— U Nyan Win, Minister

for Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, has

sent a message of felicitations to His Excellency

Mr Sergei V Lavrov, Minister of Foreign Affairs of

the Russian Federation, on the occasion of the

National Day of the Russian Federation which falls

on 12 June, 2005. —MNA

Commander Looks into World Population Day Commemora-
tive Poster Contest

YANGON, 11 June —

The 2005 World Popula-

tion Day Commemorative

Poster Contests, jointly or-

ganized by the Ministry of

Immigration and Popula-

tion and the UNFPA, were

held at the designated

places in States and Divi-

sions today.

Chairman of Yangon

Division Peace and Devel-

opment Council Com-

mander of Yangon Com-

mand Maj-Gen Myint Swe

visited the poster contest of

Yangon Division at Ahlon

Township Hall.

Accompanied by

Vice-Mayor Col Maung

Pa, the Commander viewed

competition of students in

the 6-8 age class, the 9-12

age class, the 13-15 age

class, and the 16-18 age

class contests. Altogether

160 students participated

in the contests. The 19 years

and above class is catego-

rized as the open one. Ten

best entries of age-wise

contests from States and

Divisions will be chosen

and sent to Population De-

partment. In the final stage,

the central level scrutiniz-

ing group will choose state

and division selected en-

tries.

The first prize winning

entries in agewise contests

will be submitted to

UNFPA (Headquarters) to

take part in the international

poster contest. — MNA

Wellwishers honoured at
Hninzigon Home for the Aged

YANGON, 11 June — The Hninzigon Home for

the Aged Board of Trustees held the 6th ceremony to

honour wellwishers at Thiri Yadana Hall of the Home

this morning.

Vice-Chairman of the Home Administrative

Board Lt-Col Kyaw Shein (Retd) gave a speech. Next,

the vice-chairman and officials presented gifts to 120

wellwishers. Altogether 238 elderly people are accom-

modated at the home. —  MNA

Deputy Minister inspects factories
YANGON, 11 June — Deputy Minister for Indus-

try-1 Brig-Gen Thein Tun yesterday visited the furni-

ture factory of Myanma General and Maintenance

Industries in Hline Township . After inspecting pro-

duction line, he gave necessary instructions to offi-

cials. Next, the deputy minister inspected Win Thuza

Shop (Branch) at Phawgan Slippers Factory No 1 and

Turkey Brand Umbrella Factory.

On arrival at the glass factory of Myanma

Ceramics Industries in Thanlyin Township this morn-

ing, the deputy minister heard a report by officials on

production of glass sheets and inspected production

process.  At the plastic factory of Myanma General

and Maintenance Industries, the deputy minister looked

into production of plastic wares such as cups, baskets,

boxes and plates. Afterwards, the deputy minister

inspected the shoe factory No 2, packing materials

factory and garment factory No 18. — MNA

The government has been making efforts
in the interests of the State and the people on
the basis of the historical trend of Myanmar.

A glance at the Myanmar history will re-
veal the spirit of national solidarity, Union Spirit
and anti-colonialist spirit which inspired the
people to drive out the intruders. With the spir-
its, the entire national people have been able to
safeguard sovereignty of the Union of Myanmar.

Thanks to unity of the entire national
races, Myanmar regained her independence.
The onus is now on every citizen to strive in
unison for the emergence of a modern and
developed nation.

At present, the government, upholding
Our Three Main National Causes, is making
all-out efforts for the emergence of a democratic
system with fully institutionalized discipline, the
national goal.

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win during
his tour of Shan State (North) met local people
at the opening ceremony of Dokhtawady Bridge
(Nawnghkio) on 6 June 2005 and gave instruc-
tions. He called upon the people and the
Tatmadaw members to strive together for the
emergence of a democratic system in conform-
ity with the nation’s way of life.

Nowadays, notable progress has been
made in economic, education, health and trans-
port sectors owing to concerted efforts of the
State, the people and the Tatmadaw. With those
development infrastructures, various regions are
on the threshold of a new life, enjoying the fruits
of peace and stability.

However, some destructive elements at
home and abroad in collusion with some min-
ions are inventing malicious rumours to jeop-
ardize the interests of the State and the people,
and sowing discord and dissension among na-
tional races to undermine national solidarity.

Meanwhile, some underground and
above-ground destructionists in an act of ter-
rorism are attacking the government politically.
That is why each and every citizen is to exer-
cise a constant vigilance against plots and de-
structive acts of the saboteurs.

Therefore, we would like to urge the peo-
ple and the Tatmadaw to make concerted ef-
forts for the emergence of a democratic system
in line with national characteristics which call
for national solidarity.

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe views participation of students in poster
contest to mark World Population Day.—˚MNA

 Lt-Col Kyaw Shein (Retd) presents gifts to a
wellwisher. — M̊NA

PRIZES PRESENTED: The Typing and Design
Course concluded at MICT Park in Hline Township
today. Managing Director U Aung Than Nyunt of

Soft Guide Computer  presents certificate
to a trainee.—M̊ICTDC
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Rowers are making last-minute preparations and Taoist priests conducting
their final blessings ahead of Hong Kong’s Dragon Boat Races, the

Chinese territory’s biggest sporting gift to the world.
INTERNET

Emmanuel Coindre of France grabs a jacket after a training session on his
rowboat at the marina in Choshi recently. Coindre, 32 expects to row three
million times as he heads the 9,000 kilometers (5,600 miles) from Choshi

outside of Tokyo to San Francisco.—INTERNET

Unlawful detentions in
Iraq by US pose
great challenge

 UNITED  NATIONS, 10 June  — UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan said on
Wednesday that the detention of thousands of people in Iraq by the US-led
forces without due process remains a major human rights challenge in the
Middle East country.

Vietnam confirms 52 bird
flu infections in 5 months
 HANOI , 10 June  —  Vietnam’s Preventive Medicine Department on

Thursday confirmed that 52 local people from 21 cities and provinces were
infected with bird flu virus strain H5N1 between mid-December 2004 and
late May 2005, of whom 18 died.

 Now, two bird flu patients, both

from Hanoi, the capital city,  are under

treatment at the Institute of Tropical

Diseases, the department told Xinhua,
noting that their epidemiological signs

indicate a strong link to sick poultry.

 Since bird flu started to hit Viet-

nam in December 2003, the country has

detected a total of 79 human cases of

infections in 28 cities and provinces,

including 38 fatalities, the department

said.

 Vietnam reported 23 human cases

of bird flu infections and 43.9  million

fowls killed or culled in the first out-

break lasting from December 2003 to

March 2004. The respective figures

were 4 and 84,000 in the second out-

break lasting from July 2004 to August

2004, and 52 and 44.5 million in the

third outbreak starting from mid-

December 2004. — MNA/Xinhua

Annan calls on
US to play

active role in
UN reform

 UNITED NATIONS, 10

June  — UN Secretary-

General Kofi Annan

called on the United

States on Thursday to

work with other member

states to reform and

strengthen the United

Nations.  A House of

Representatives commit-

tee voted on Wednesday

in Washington to slash

US dues to the United

Nations if the world body

fails to make sweeping

reforms.

 “I hope it will not

happen,” the Secretary-

General said to reporters.

“As I have indicated, we

are going through reforms

and the United States has

a natural leadership role

and I hope it will work

with other member states

to reform and strengthen

the Organization.”  “I

don’t think holding back

on contributions sends the

right message and it might

be counter-productive,”

he noted.

MNA/Xinhua

Chinese shoemakers say EU’s
safeguard measure unjustified
BEIJING, 10 June  —  An official with the China

Leather Association said the attempt by the Euro-

pean footwear makers to launch safeguard measures

against China cannot be justified.

 Wei Yafei, spokeswoman with the association,

was quoted by Thursday’s China Daily as saying

that China’s exports have not imposed a severe

impact on the shoe market of European countries as

the European companies claimed.

 China’s footwear exports to the EU was 257 mil-

lion pairs in the first three months this year, up 2.8

per cent year-on-year, while the total value hit 726

million US dollars, up 30.8 per cent from the previ-

ous year, according to China’s General Administra-

tion of Customs.

 Footwear manufacturers association of Italy, Spain

and Portugal are reported to have filed applications

to the EU to curb footwear imports from China.

They claimed that imports from China had flooded

their markets and hurt their domestic industries.

 However, the European Commission is not pre-

dicted to take an immediate measure against Chi-

nese footwear.

 The Chinese Government and the industrial asso-

ciations have taken measures to watch the footwear

exports and strengthen self-regulation among the

sector. The Ministry of Commerce has also put  shoe

export under close supervision, said the newspaper.

 Similar to Chinese textile industry, the country’s

shoemakers have been amid tensions of trade con-

flicts with trade partners since last fall just before

all quotas on footwear trade were to be eliminated.

 At present, China produces more than 6 billion

pairs of shoes annually at over 7,000 shoemaking

companies. —  MNA/Xinhua

 It is an apparent vio-

lation of international

law, Annan said in a re-

port presented to the UN

Security Council.

 Quoting data from the

Iraqi Justice Ministry, the

report said 6,000 of the

country’s some 10,000

prisoners as of April are

in the hands of the mul-

tinational force com-

manded by the United

States.

 “Despite the release

of some detainees, their

number continues to

grow,” the report said.

 “Prolonged detention

without access to lawyers

and courts is prohibited

under international law

including during states of

emergency,” it said, not-

ing that one of the major

human rights challenges

in Iraq remains the de-

tention of thousands of

persons without due

process.

 Analysts said that al-

though Resolution 1546

adopted by the Security

Council on Wednesday

authorized the US-led

forces to stay in Iraq, the

US military has no right

to keep holding prisoners

after the handover of

power to the Iraqis. Such

detention should be seen

as an apparent violation

of the Geneva Conven-

tion, they said.

 MNA/Xinhua

May incident in Iraq reflects
tensions between US military,

contractors
WASHINGTON , 10 May — Matt Raiche knew he was in trouble when the

Marines handed him an orange jumpsuit, a bottle to urinate in, a Quran
and a Muslim prayer rug.

Marine guards put the former Ma-

rine into a six-foot by six-foot concrete

cell, locked the steel door and told him

to keep his mouth shut. In cells nearby,

he heard imprisoned insurgents scream-

ing in Arabic.

 “They took us to be ... insurgent

terrorists,” said Raiche, 34, one of 16

U S contractors arrested by the Marine

Corps last month on suspicions of fir-

ing indiscriminately at U S soldier and

Iraqi civilians. “We said we were

Americans. We didn’t know what was

going on.”

So began three days of captivity for

the employees of North Carolina-based

Zapata Engineering, apprehended after

Marines allegedly witnessed them fir-

ing weapons from an armored convoy

passing through Fallujah.

While details remain unclear, the 28

May incident reflects the long simmer-

ing tensions between the military and

private business in Iraq. Even though

the government has hired private com-

panies to perform many functions in

Iraq — including security — it does

not formally oversee their activities, al-

lowing misunderstandings and disputes

to fester.

Raiche said the Marines seemed an-

gry at the higher salaries that contrac-

tors in Iraq enjoy: “One Marine gets

me on the ground and puts his knee in

my back. Then I hear another Marine

say, ‘How does it feel to make that

contractor money now?’ “

The contractors who were detained

have said they are innocent of the accu-

sations.—Internet

������������	�
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Bollywood star Shah Rukh Khan speaks during a news conference in Mumbai on
9 June, 2005. Khan was selected MTV India youth icon for the year.—INTERNET

Arroyo expects new booming
era of friendship with China

MANILA , 10 June  — Philippine President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo said on
Thursday that the Filipino-Chinese ties have entered a golden age as the two
countries marked the 30th anniversary of establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions.

 Addressing some 1,500 people at a

reception hosted by the Philippine De-

partment of Foreign Affairs and Chi-

nese Embassy in Manila, Arroyo said

she expected a “new booming era” in

Filipino-Chinese relations.

 Wearing Chinese national dress,

Arroyo won long applause from her

audience during her important speech

on Philippines’ rediscovery of China in

the past 30 years.

 “The rise of China has a deep impact

on the countries like the Philippines,

which has embraced the historical op-

portunity to become China’s strong part-

ner,” said the President.

 She praised Chinese President Hu

Jintao for paying a state visit to her

country in April, which she said was a

milestone in the development of friend-

ship between the Filipino and Chinese

peoples and cooperation between the

two Asian neighbours in all fields.

 Arroyo also thanked China for mak-

ing one billion US dollars of investment

in a southern Filipino nickel mine, which

is the biggest single investment in the

country’s mineral field.

 Calling Chinese help “very gener-

ous”, the President said with its assist-

ance and technology, China will become

a source of economic growth of the Phil-

ippines and a “natural engine” of eco-

nomic development for the whole Asia.

 Arroyo also thanked the Chinese-Fili-

pino community for standing by the gov-

ernment in times of difficulty and for

working for the economic development

and national unity of the Philippines.

 Condemning those who want to “sow

new disunity among the Filipino peo-

ple”, Arroyo said she would fight to

realize her reforms until the end instead

of putting her agenda “into ashes”.

 She said she is determined to narrow

the gap between the poor and the rich, to

make the nation a “one nation” instead of

“two nations (of rich and poor)”.

 “I am inspired by the reforms of

China,” said Arroyo. “We have com-

pleted the first phase of economic re-

forms... this is a year of genuine transfor-

mations for the Philippines.”

 MNA/Xinhua

Cambodia, Thailand to
strengthen cooperation on

curbing drug trade
 PHNOM  PENH, 10 June  — Cambodia and Thailand is to strengthen the

cooperation in combating drug trafficking, official said on Thursday.

 Malaysia to host EAGA
tourism meeting

 KUALA  LUMPUR, 10  June  — The Brunei-Indone-
sia-Malaysia- Philippines East ASEAN Growth
Area (BIMP-EAGA) Business Council ( BEBC)
will hold the inaugural Tourism Cluster Seminar in
east Malaysia on 14 June, the official news agency
Bernama reported on Wednesday.

 EAGA consists of Brunei; the Indonesian prov-

inces of Kalimantan, Sulawesi, Maluku, and Irian

Jaya; the Malaysian states of Sabah, Sarawak and the

Federal Territory Labuan; and Mindanao and Pahlawan

in the Philippines. Except Brunei, these areas have

traditionally lagged in economic development com-

pared with their respective capital regions, despite

their rich natural resources.

 The city of Miri in the northwest part of Sarawak

state was chosen as venue for the event to commemo-

rate its elevation to a resort city recently, BEBC Joint

Tourism Development Chairman Abdul Tun Openg

was quoted as saying on Wednesday.

 The agenda of this seminar is to identify specific

priority tourism development programmes, projects

and activities proposed for the joint implementation by

the four EAGA countries in the next three years.

 “About 100 participants, mainly from the private

and public sector tourism stakeholder organizations

locally and in the EAGA member countries, are ex-

pected to participate,” Openg told reporters in Kuching,

capital city of Sarawak.

 Last year, the BEBC agreed to assign the four

countries different focal points in leading the various

cluster, namely Transport and Infrastructure Develop-

ment by Brunei, Natural Resources Development by

Indonesia, Joint Tourism Development by Malaysia

and Small and Medium Enterprises Development by

the Philippines.

 MNA/Xinhua

ECB chief confident
of China’s handling

of property price
surge

  SINGAPORE, 10 June  —

European Central Bank

(ECB) President Jean-

Claude Trichet said here

on Wednesday that he is

confident the Chinese

Government will take ap-

propriate measures to

manage the housing price

surge in the country.

 “I have full confidence

in the appropriate han-

dling of this issue by Chi-

na’s central bank,” he said

at a lecture organized by

the Monetary Authority

of Singapore (MAS).

 The ECB president re-

garded the current property

boom in China as a natural

phenomenom that is nor-

mally accompanied by ex-

traordinary and remarkable

economic growth.

 He said that the rapid

growth of China’s prop-

erty market is the  positive

result of an expansion in

the economy in general,

and it seems to him that

the rapid growth of some

economies is good for

them and for global

growth. — MNA/Xinhua

Indonesia to boost crude oil
output to 1.3 million BPD

 JAKARTA ,  10 June  — The Indonesian Government has targeted to boost
crude oil production to 1.3 million barrels per day (BPD) by 2008, an official
said here  on Thursday.

 Oil and Gas Executive

Body (BP Migas) head

Kardaya Wartika said the

current average oil pro-

duction stood at 1.07 mil-

lion BPD, below the tar-

geted 1.13 million BPD in

the 2005 state budget.

 “We hope we can boost

oil output to 1.3 million

BPD by 2008 or 2009,” he

said in a hearing with leg-

islators at the Parliament

compound here.  In order

to increase oil production,

the government will revi-

talize old oil fields and

encourage investment in

small, inactive oil fields.

 “We will offer incen-

tives for inactive oil fields.

We have 33 (inactive)

fields in our list,” said

Kardaya. — MNA/Xinhua

 Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen

met with visiting Thailand’s Defence

Minister Thammarak Issarangkura on

Thursday afternoon, focusing on the drug

issue.

 “Thammarak told Prime Minister

Hun Sen that his visit this time is to seek

strengthen the cooperation between the

two countries on various fields, espe-

cially on combating drug trafficking,”

the Premier’s assistant Eang Sophalleth

told reporters.

 Hun Sen highly valued the good rela-

tions between the armies of the two coun-

tries. He stressed that drug posts great

threat to young people. “Cambodian

Government is willing to continue its

cooperation with Thailand to take effec-

tive measures to fight drugs occurring in

many forms,” he said.

 Cambodia, Thailand, Laos, Vietnam,

China, Myanmar and the United Nations

Drug Control Programme (UNDCP)

signed cooperation agreement to fight

drugs within the region last month.

 MNA/Xinhua

A young Iraq boy walks past the remains of a convoy that was attacked West of
Baghdad on 10 June , 2005.—INTERNET
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A Delhi Metro Rail Corporation official checks a
microphone during inspection of the underground
Line II of Delhi Metro network in New Delhi, on 9

June , 2005. The metro rail system, would be one of
the world’s largest urban transport projects, serving

New Delhi’s 14 million people.—INTERNET

China-Russia investment conference
opens in St Petersburg

 ST PETERSBURG, 10 June — The second China-Russia conference on investment promotion opened on
Thursday in the  northwestern city of St Petersburg with a view to inking accords  that are expected to
top 1.5 billion US dollars in total  investment.

 The conference was

attended by Chinese Vice-

Premier Zeng Peiyan,

Russian Economic Devel-

opment and Trade Minis-

ter German Gref and  other

senior officials from both

sides, as well as 600  rep-

resentatives from both

countries’ business com-

munity.

 Speaking at the open-

ing ceremony, the Chinese

Vice-Premier  called the

conference an “important

platform” for boosting

bilateral investment coop-

eration, which helps en-

hance  understanding and

establish a long-term, sta-

ble partnership  between

the governments and en-

terprises of China and

Russia.

will be inked, and  invest-

ment for these projects

will total 1.5 billion dol-

lars, the  Chinese Vice-

Premier said.

 Zeng described ex-

panding investment coop-

eration as beneficial  to

people of both countries

and conducive to strength-

ening the  China-Russia

strategic partnership.

 China embraces a mu-

tually beneficial opening-

up strategy that  aims at a

win-win result, Zeng said.

China encourages home

companies to invest in

Russia and welcomes

Russian companies to do

the same in China, he

added.  Zeng expressed

his hope that both govern-

 Bilateral economic

and technological ex-

changes have  increas-

ingly intensified and co-

operation in investment

has also  deepened in re-

cent years, Zeng said.

 The 12 joint projects,

deals for which were

signed at the first China-

Russia investment confer-

ence last year with a total

investment of 700 million

dollars, have all rolled into

implementation, Zeng

said.

 At the current confer-

ence, seven agreements

and a memorandum,

which cover infrastruc-

ture, chemistry, forestry,

household  appliances and

farm produce processing,

ments will work to  im-

prove legislation and busi-

ness environment to help

clear  problems for invest-

ing companies.

 German Gref, Ma Kai,

China’s minister in charge

of the State  Development

and Reform Commission,

and Ilya Klebanov, presi-

dential representative to

the Northwest Federal

District, also addressed

the conference.

 Later in the day, the

Chinese Vice-Premier at-

tended the ground- break-

ing ceremony for the Bal-

tic Pearl residential com-

plex, the  largest invest-

ment project in Russia by

a Chinese company.

  MNA/Xinhua

Volkswagen settles
central lab in China

BEIJING , 10 June  — Volkswagen of Germany has settled its central
laboratory in China in the Beijing chemical engineering research institute of
China Petroleum and Chemical Corporation (Sinopec), said sources with the
Sinopec on Wednesday.

Six killed in
fireworks

explosion in
Istanbul

 ANKARA, 10  June  —

Explosions at a fireworks

warehouse in Turkey’s

largest city of Istanbul

killed six people on

Thursday, semi-official

Anatolia news agency

reported here.

 A series of explosions

occurred at a fireworks

depot in Umraniye on the

outskirts of the Asian side

of Istanbul at around 11:00

a m (0800 GMT), accord-

ing to Anatolia.
 Firefighters have

rushed to the scene to try

to put out the fire trig-

gered by the explosion.

 Bodies of six people

were found, said the re-

port, adding that the cause

of the explosions was not

immediately known.

 MNA/Xinhua

 This is the top-level lab of

Volkswagen in Asia and Pacific Region

and it marks another instance of coop-

eration between Volkswagen of Ger-

many with Sinopec, China’s biggest oil

refiner.

 As a bridge linking Volkswagen to

Sinopec, the central lab, relying on the

research institute, will give technologi-

cal support to the strategy of Volkswagen

in China by completing tests and au-

thentication missions of the world auto

manufacturing giant.

 Through cooperation, Sinopec will

improve its research and development of

special chemical materials for auto use

and to expand the market share of

Sinopec’s synthetic resin in the auto in-

dustry.

 Both among the world top 500 enter-

prises, Sinopec and Volkswagen of Ger-

many are also partners in the 2008 Olym-

pic Games which is due to be held in

Beijing. Except for cooperation in chemi-

cal materials, both have also had coop-

eration in fields such as gasoline, diesel

oil and lubricating oil.

  MNA/Xinhua

Iraq guerillas kill 21
soldiers, five Marines

BAGHDAD, 11 June — At least 21 bodies were

found close to Iraq’s border with Syria yesterday

while five US Marines were killed in a roadside

bomb explosion.

Eyewitnesses said that one group with 12

bodies had their hands tied behind their backs

and were wearing civilian clothes. They were

found near a small hamlet called Jabab, about 30

km east of Qaim. It was unclear when they were

killed.

There were another nine bodies found near

Qaim outside the village of Fosfat. They were

also in civilian clothes and had civilian identifi-

cation cards.

It was unclear if the bodies had any relation to

a group of about 20 Iraqi soldiers that have been

missing from the Qaim area since late Tuesday.

Qaim, an insurgent hotbed 322 km west of

Baghdad, has been the scene of numerous US

military and Iraqi army operations. US Marines

carried out two major operations in the area last

month. A total of 11 Marines were killed in the

campaigns.—Internet

Bangladesh, Iran
sign agreement boost

trade cooperation
 DHAKA, 10 June  — Bangla-

desh and Iran signed here on

Thursday a trade agreement to

boost bilateral trade cooperation,

with facilities to re-export prod-

ucts from the contracting coun-

tries to third countries, mainly in

Central Asia.

 Bangladeshi Commerce Min-

ister Altaf Hossain Chowdhury

and Iranian Commerce Minister

Mohammed Shariatmadari

signed the document at the Min-

istry of Commerce, Bangla-

desh’s private news agency UNB
reported on Thursday.

 The agreement can help

Bangladesh develop a trade-link

with Iran through gradually re-

moving trade barriers like ship-

ping, banking and insurance,

Altaf said.

  MNA/Xinhua

Japan’s Tejin Ltd to invest $1b in
Indonesia’s textile sector

 JAKARTA, 10 June  — Japan’s Teijin Ltd is to invest

1.1 billion US dollars in Indonesia’s textile industry,

according to local media report.

 The business giant will provide financial assist-

ance mostly in machinery and human resources for

the sector, Indonesian Minister of Trade Mari Elka

Pangestu was quoted Thursday by the Jakarta Post as

saying.

 “It will help our need for capital goods and for

building the capacity of our human resources,” Mari

said.

 Chairman of Indonesian Chamber of Commerce

and Industry Mohamad S. Hidayat said the initiative

came from Teijin, which believes the Indonesian tex-

tile industry’s major problem lie in aging machinery,

exacerbated by the banking sector’s reluctance to give

backing.

 In view of the situation, Teijin, in cooperation with

the Japan Bank for International Cooperation, will

assist in financing the renewal of aging machinery,

mostly in West Java Province, where about 60 per cent

of Indonesia’s textile exports originate.

 Textile and clothing remains the country’s top

export commodity.

MNA/Xinhua

Iraqi Army soldiers from the First Brigade, First Battalion, patrol the Kharkh
District in Central Baghdad, on 10 June, 2005. — INTERNET
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Chinese farmer ploughs in Loudi, central china’s Henan Province, on 10
June, 2005. — INTERNET

  India’s glamorous movie-star Aishwarya Rai has
received a lasting accolade in Amsterdam as a Dutch tulip
has been named after her on 10 June 2005. — INTERNET

Chinese investors to invest $8.6b
in Indonesia’s palm oil sector

JAKARTA , 10 June  — A group of Chinese investors have committed to
investing up to 8.6 billion US dollars in Indonesia’s palm oil sector over the next
five years, a senior minister was quoted as saying by the Jakarta Post here on
Thursday.

Indonesian Coordi-

nating Minister for the

Economy Aburizal Bakrie

said he had asked the Indo-

nesian Chamber of Com-

merce and Industry

(Kadin) to help follow up

on the commitment.

 Separately, Kadin Chair-

man Mohamad S Hidayat

said the pledge came at a

time when Indonesia des-

perately needs to expand

its stagnant agricultural

industry, including the

palm oil sector.

“The government

has asked Kadin to organ-

ize local industry players

in following up on the com-

mitment, as such invest-

ment would need about two

million hectares of land,”

Hidayat said.  President

Susilo Bambang Yud-

hoyono is expected to offi-

cially sign the deal during

his planned visit to China

in mid-July, Hidayat said.

MNA/Xinhua

“Sign language market” gets
ready for 2008 Paralympics
 BEIJING , 10 June  — With scores of salespersons

getting their sign language certificates on Tuesday,
the Suning Appliance Chain has become the first
supermarket in China to provide special sign lan-
guage services for the handicapped.

 All certificated sales-

persons, after a half-

month-long training in

Beijing by experts who

have participated in the

compiling of China Sign-

language Dictionary, can

communicate fluently

with the deaf-mute.

 There are approxi-

mately 60 million Chi-

nese handicapped people

and unable to do shop-

ping by themselves.

While the 2008

Paralympics opens in

Beijing, hundreds of

thousands of handicapped

people are expected to

come to this national capi-

tal of China.

 Sources with the

China Disabled Persons

Federation said that the

special service would not

only meet the shopping

needs of the handicapped

but also help raise the

business community’s

awareness of the disabled.

 In preparations for the

2008 Paralympics, Beijing

has redoubled its efforts

in removing obstacles for

the handicapped in infor-

mation exchange, traffic

and living.

MNA/Xinhua

Four foreign
missions in

Australia receive
suspicious parcels

 CANBERRA, 10 June  —

Australian police said four

foreign missions and Aus-

tralian Parliament House

here received suspicious

packages on Thursday.

 Police and emer-

gency services are inves-

tigating the incidents

which has forced the Par-

liament House to close

for the second time in a

week, Australian Broad-

casting Corporation ra-

dio reported.

 The foreign missions

which received the par-

cels are the British High

Commission and the

United States, Japanese

and South Korean embas-

sies.

 Thursday’s incidents

followed similar ones

which affected the Indone-

sian embassy and Austral-

ian Parliament House since

1 June.

MNA/Xinhua

Bangladesh-Nepal natural gas pipeline to be studied
 KATHMANDU , 10 June  — A study is going to be conducted to find out the possibility of laying down

a pipeline to transport natural gas from Bangladesh to Nepal and Bhutan, an official said here on
Thursday.

 “We have agreed to undertake such a study,”

revealed Nepali Foreign Secretary Madhuraman

Acharya, who led the Nepali delegation at a regional

meeting last week.

 The agreement was reached during a foreign sec-

retary-level meeting of the Bangladesh, India,

Myanmar, Sri Lanka and Thailand Economic Coop-

eration (BIMST-EC) in Dhaka, he said.

 During the meeting, officials from the regional

group stressed the importance of utilizing natural gas,

given the increasing price of petroleum products.

 Establish in 1997, the BIMST-EC now groups

seven countries including India, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka,

Thailand, Myanmar, Nepal and Bhutan, located around

the Bay of Bengal.

 The current areas of cooperation in the regional

group are technology, trade and investment, transport

and communication, energy, tourism and fisheries.

 Myanmar and Bangladesh are rich in natural gas.

MNA/Xinhua

China, EU to sign seven contracts for
Galileo programme

 BEIJING ,10  June — Galileo Joint Undertaking (GJU) and National Remote Sensing Centre of China
(NRSCC) will sign seven contracts soon, said a GIU official on Thursday.

 The cooperation be-

tween China and Euro-

pean Union (EU) on satel-

lite navigation is “cru-

cially important” and ex-

pected to have a very suc-

cessful future, said execu-

tive director Rainer Grohe

in Press release about the

NRSCC officials’ meet-

ing.

 “We have many other

countries which expressed

interests to participate in

the Galileo programme,

but as far as I can see,

none of these potential

partners is ready to con-

tribute as much as China

does,” he said.

 According to Zhang

Guocheng, acting direc-

tor of NRSCC, the seven

projects in the segments

of space, ground and ap-

plications will be con-

tracted to Chinese compa-

nies and organizations by

the end of July.

 Zhang also said the

first test satellite for the

programme will be

launched by the end of

this year, and China will

send experts to attend the

launching ceremony.

 EU and the European

Space Agency launched

the Galileo Programme in

March 2002 to develop a

satellite-navigation sys-

tem independent of the US

military-monopolied glo-

bal positioning system

(GPS).

 With an investment of

roughly 3.5 billion euros,

the program will launch

30 navigation satellites,

which will provide re-

mote sensing data with

resolution of up to one

metre.  The EU estimated

that by 2020, the Galileo

Project will bring Europe

tens of billions of euros

in revenue and tens of

thousands of job oppor-

tunities.

 According to a co-

operation agreement

signed by the NRSCC

and the Galileo Joint Un-

dertaking last October,

China pledged to invest

in research and devel-

opment on space tech-

nology, ground equip-

ment and application

systems for the Galileo

Programme.

 As the first non-EU

partner for the pro-

gramme, China agreed to

invest 200 million euros,

including 70 million euros

in the first phase of the

cooperation.

 MNA/Xinhua

Indian police detains
terrorist group head

 NEW DELHI , 10 June — Delhi police on Wednes-
day detained Jagtar Singh Hawara, chief of Babbar
Khalsa International who had escaped from jail
last year, and two suspects of cinema blasts in
May, also believed to be members of the terrorist
group.

 The police caught the

three on a new Hyundai

Accent car in the Narela

Industrial Area, northwest

of New Delhi, on early

Wednesday morning, The
Hinhu reported on Thurs-

day.

 The three men fired

when the police tried to

stop their car and then they

tried to flee on foot, Delhi

Police Commissioner K  K

Paul told the Press.

 The police found

10.35 kilos of explosive,

four pistols, 207 live car-

tridges, three remote-con-

trolled explosive devices

and a hand grenade from

the car.

 Jagtar Singh Hawara,

charged with murdering

the former Punjab Chief

Minister Beant Singh, had

fled from a high-security

jail in Chandigarh, capital

of west India’s Haryana

and Punjab pradeshes, in

January last year.

 The other two, Jaspal

Singh and Vikas Sehgal,

were suspects of two cin-

ema blasts in May 22 in

Delhi which killed one and

injured 60. The former was

alleged to mastermind the

blasts.  — MNA/Xinhua



THE  NEW  LIGHT  OF  MYANMAR   Sunday, 12 June, 2005    7

Human civilization has evolved
throughout a long period till it
reaches the present stage. Religion
has taught human beings to become
civilized and polite, and to know what
is right and what is wrong. Little
child, you should not forget the teach-
ings of the Buddha. And if a person
lives according to the teachings of
religion throughout his entire life, he
will become a valuable man serving
human interest.

Grandpa’s words of advice
Tekkatho Hla Maung

Schools have reopened.

My first grandchild, Hsu Thant Sin, has

reached school age. I affectionately call her Hsu

who is now a five-year old girl. In my eyes, she

looked so nice and smart on that day with her new

school uniform, a green skirt and a white blouse.

I kissed her forehead, wishing her do well in

her studies till becoming a brilliant person serving

the national interest. She was born on the day after

the Myanmar New Year Day. So I named her Hsu

Thant Sin (good luck and pleasantness). Her mother

is my only child.

Oh, my little granddaughter, in my view,

every child comes to Earth to bring good luck to-

gether with him for the entire mankind. Human life

span is very short if compared with the Earth’s

existence. So, every human being will have to do

good for the mankind. Man should have humani-

tarian spirit. Those with inhuman mind cannot be

called human beings. Man is different from animal

for his intellectual ability to differentiate between

what is good and what is bad and what is construc-

tive and what is destructive. Any kind of ruthless

act is against the civilized world. Here, I would

like to tell you that terrorism is also a barbarous

crime.

My little child, you should know that loving

kindness is free from anger. Anger can make a

person wild and rough. And anger begets only evil

that leads man to commit sins till the hell waits for

him. Buddha had taught man that more people go

to hell than to heaven after death. So we need to do

good deeds in our life. Those with beast-like mind

are ready to bully and oppress the weak, and are

fond of committing unjust acts.

At the school, your teachers will teach you

morals and manners and the value of loving kind-

ness. They will also teach you science and arts

subjects that serve mankind’s interest. So every child

of school age should attend classes. Unfortunately,

there are children who cannot go to school for cer-

tain reasons. In this regard, the government has been

launching school enrollment days throughout the

nation.

Not any of the schools will teach its pupils to

commit destructive acts, torture others, and to breed

evil mind that will make them barbarous persons.

Girls are more vulnerable to mistreatment, human

trafficking, and bullies. Thus, the government has

formed the Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation

and the subordinate bodies to ensure life security for

the entire womenfolk.

Human civilization has evolved throughout a

long period till it reaches the present stage. Reli-

gion has taught human beings to become civilized

and polite, and to know what is right and what is

wrong. Little child, you should not forget the teach-

ings of the Buddha. And if a person lives according

to the teachings of religion throughout his entire

life, he will become a valuable man serving human

interest.

Honey, as time goes by, you will pass your

school examinations at primary, middle and high

school levels till becoming a university student. And

when you become a student of an institution of higher

learning, you will become mature and your intellec-

tual level and qualification will become higher. You

will have to experience both joys and sorrows over-

come many difficulties. You should have the nerve

to face any situation good or bad if you wish to

achieve success in your life. You must know the

gratitude you owe to others. You will have to owe

gratitude to all your school teachers and the nation

as well.

You should have loving kindness to other

races. But priority must always be given to the

national interests. I do not wish to see producing

traitors yielding to other nations’ domain when  you

become a grown-up. The nation’s dignity will rise

if all her citizens are bright and intelligent. So, we

Myanmars need to always foster patriotism that

helps perpetuate the nation. You youngsters should

continue to preserve the cultural heritage we have

safeguarded throughout our entire lives. If a

nation’s culture perishes, its people will become

extinct.

Little child, you should try hard to become

an intellectual  arm with patriotism and goodwill.

The nation needs intellectuals and intelligentsia for

her development. Learning is limitless. Thus, the

government has been launching the education for

life and life long learning programmes.

You will have to face many more things in

your life. But I hope that my advice is enough for

a school girl of your age.

So, I would like to tell you that man should

have the humanitarian spirit and not be barbarous;

that he should know what is good and what is evil;

that all children should go to school where they

can learn education and morality; that you must

know that learning is limitless; that you should

value the religion; that you should control your

anger and should have sympathy; that you should

know the gratitude you owe to others; and that I

wish every child to be a blessing for mankind.

(Translation: TMT)

Myanma Alin+Kyemon: 11.6.2005.
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    YANGON, 11 June — Chairman of Yangon Divi-

sion Peace and Development Council Commander

of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Vice-

Chairman of Yangon City Development Committee

Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa and officials inspected

the tasks for making Yangon City clean and pleas-

ant, proper drainage and upgrading of roads today.

    The commander, the vice-mayor and party in-

spected paving of asphalt Kyaikwaing Pagoda Road

in Mayangon Township this morning.

    They also inspected sanitation works at broker-

age in Sawbwagyigon, Insein Township, paving of

11,000 feet Aungchantha gravel road linking

No 1 and No 4 Highways in Mingaladon Town-

ship, expansion of road to Yangon University of

Computer Studies and sanitation works along the

entrance to Western Yangon  University in

Hlinethaya Township. The commander told officials

concerned to maintain machinery, and  to keep the

streets and wards clean.

    The commander also attended sapling planting

ceremony organized by YCDC on the road to Yangon

Western University and planted Nguwa.

    Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa, officials and people

planted over 1,000 seinban, nguwa and padauk trees.

MNA

Commander inspects tasks for making Yangon City
clean and pleasant

Rakhine State regional
development meeting held

YANGON, 11 June — Chairman of Rakhine

State Peace and Development Council Commander

of Western Command Maj-Gen Khin Maung

Myint, together with Brig-Gen Than Tun Aung of

Sittway Station and departmental officials, attended

the coordination meeting on regional development

tasks of Rakhine State Peace and Development

Council at U Ottama Hall in Sittway on 7 June

morning.

First, the commander gave instructions on

efforts to be made for regional development and

exceeding the target.

Authorities at different levels and departmen-

tal officials reported on their tasks.

On 8 June, the coordination meeting contin-

ued. The commander assigned duties of planning to

district chairmen of PDCs.

In the afternoon, the commander met with

district PDC chairmen, departmental officials and rice

and paddy merchants at the office of Rakhine State

Peace and Development Council.

 MNA

Commander inspects agricultural
tasks in Muse District

YANGON, 11 June — Chairman of Shan State

(North) Peace and Development Council Commander

of North-East Command Maj-Gen Myint Hlaing

heard matters related to points of growing macadamia,

lychee and perennial crop plantation at Amyekaung

Farm near Nampan Village of Muse Township on 8

June morning.

Next, the commander inspected the plantations.

Maj-Gen Myint Hlaing also visited coffee,

lychee and logan plantations.

Afterwards, the commander proceeded to

Hsinshweli paddy plantations in Phaingkyuang Vil-

lage-tract and instructed officials to supervise mini-

mizing loss and wastage during the harvest.

MNA

    YANGON, 11 June —

CNG filling station No

011 of Myanma Oil and

Gas Enterprise of the

Ministry was opened at

Fund raisers honoured
YANGON, 11 June — Those who took part in

raising the funds for the 23rd respect paying cere-

mony of the women’s chapter of Myanmar Medical

Association (Yangon) were honoured at the hall B

of MMA this morning.

Next, Chairperson of the women’s chapter Dr

Daw Khin Lay Gyi extended greetings and Patron

Dr Daw Tin Lin Myint presented gifts to the offi-

cials of Myanma Motion Picture Enterprise, Mingalar

Co Ltd, Thamada Cinema, Shwenandaw Goldshop

and Ayewarat Film Production, who gave assistance

for the fund raising.

 MNA

YANGON, 11 June

— A Myanmar delega-

tion led by Minister for

Foreign Affairs U Nyan

Win left here by air for

Doha, Qatar this evening

to attend the Second

South Summit of G 77

and the Foreign Minis-

ters’ meeting of Non-

Aligned Movement to be

held from 13 to 16 June

2005 in Doha, State of

Qatar.

Minister U Nyan

Win and party were seen

off at the airport by Mini-

ster for Progress of Bor-

der Areas and National

Races and Development

Affairs Col Thein Nyunt,

Minister at the Prime

Minister’s Office Brig-

Gen Pyi Sone, Deputy

Minister for Foreign Af-

fairs U Maung Myint and

responsible official of the

ministry.

Minister U Nyan

Win is accompanied by

U Myint Soe, Director of

Economic Division, In-

FM leaves for Qatar
ternational Organizations

and Economic Depart-

ment and Assistant Di-

rector U Win Zayar Tun

of Minister’s Office,

Ministry of Foreign Af-

fairs. U Kyaw Tint Swe,

Permanent Representa-

tive and Second Secre-

tary U Aung Khaing Min

of Permanent Mission of

the Union of Myanmar to

the United Nations, New

York, will also join the

delegation.

 MNA

MOGE opens CNG filling
station in N Okkalapa

the corner of No 3 High-

way and Waibagi Road

in North Okkalapa Town-

ship yesterday.

    Present were Chair-

man of Yangon Division

Peace and Development

Council Commander of

Yangon Command Maj-

Gen Myint Swe, the min-

isters, the deputy minis-

ters, heads of depart-

ments, officials of Min-

istry of Energy, members

of the Union Solidarity

and Development Asso-

ciation and guests.

    Director of MOGE U

Myint Htay explained

about the CNG filling

station.   Deputy Minis-

ter for Energy Brig-Gen

Than Htay and Deputy

Minister for Industry-2

Lt-Col Khin Maung

Kyaw formally opened

the filling station. The

commander and guests

then inspected the filling

of CNG.—MNA
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Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Col Maung Pa inspect sanitation tasks.— YGN COMMAND

 Myanmar delegation led by Foreign Minister U Nyan Win being seen off
at the airport on their departure for Qatar. — MNA

 HONG KONG, 11 June — Hong Kong re-
ceived about two million visitors in April, up 11.9
per cent year-on-year, Hong Kong Tourism Board
said on  Thursday.

Visitor arrivals to
Hong Kong up in April

    This brought the fig-

ure in the first four

months of this year up to

over seven million, an in-

crease of 11.1 per cent

over the same period last

year.

    All major regional

markets showed that the

number of visitors from

the Americas was up 17.5

per cent, that from Eu-

rope, Africa and the Mid-

dle East up 30.9 per cent,

that from Australia, New

Zealand and the South

Pacific up 30.8 per cent,

and that from South and

Southeast Asia up 19.1

per cent. The number of

visitors from the Chinese

Mainland went up 8.6 per

cent to almost one mil-

lion and that from Tai-

wan up 3.8 per cent.

    According to Clara

Chong, the board’s ex-

ecutive director, the con-

tinued strong demand for

travel from most regional

and long-haul markets is

keeping Hong Kong on

track to meet its forecast

of 7.3 per cent for the

year.—MNA/Hinhua
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Measures for regional
development discussed

YANGON, 11 June—Chairman of Shan State Peace

and Development Council Commander of Eastern

Command Maj-Gen Ye Myint held a meeting with

service personnel, members of social organizations,

townselders and local residents at Basic Education

Middle School in Indaw Township, Taunggyi District,

on 8 June morning.

Officials concerned reported on agriculture, live-

stock breeding, and regional development tasks. The

commander instructed them to make efforts in concert

for ensuring better transport and local food suffi-

ciency, and extended growing of perennial crops.

The commander inspected Indaw Township BEHS

and People’s Hospital.

He also met departmental officials, social organi-

zations, townselders and local people at Town Hall of

Yaksawk. Officials gave an account of work progress

in various sectors.

The commander called for collective efforts for

achieving the five rural development tasks and re-

gional development. —  MNA

Commander inspects rubber
plantation in Homalin

YANGON, 11 June—The

opening of the Recreation

Zone of Yangon City

Kandawgyi Gardens took

place at the pavilion near

the zone this morning.

Chairman of the Work

Committee for All-round

Upgrading of Kandawgyi

Gardens and Yangon Zoo

Chairman of Yangon Di-

vision Peace and Devel-

opment Council Com-

mander of Yangon Com-

mand Maj-Gen Myint

Swe, Yangon Vice-Mayor

Col Maung Pa and Chair-

man of Zaygabar Co Ltd

Dr Khin Shwe formally

opened the zone.

The commander,

Deputy Minister for Ho-

tels and Tourism Brig-Gen

Recreation Zone of Kandawgyi
Gardens inaugurated

Aye Myint Kyu and Col

Maung Pa inspected the

viewing deck, barbecue

garden, Fuji Restaurant,

playground, gift shop and

display of birds.

They also viewed tra-

ditional snacks shops, fun

fair stage,  restaurants, tra-

ditional handicraft shops,

and traditional costumes

and utensils shops.  So far,

two of the four zones of

Kandawgyi Gardens have

been opened. — MNA

YANGON, 11 June —

Myanmar delegation led

by Yangon City Devel-

opment Committee

Chairman Mayor Brig-

Myanmar delegation led by Yangon City
Mayor back from PRC
Gen Aung Thein Lin ar-

rived back here by air

this evening after a good-

will visit to the People’s

Republic of China.

They were wel-

comed back at the air-

port by  Auditor-General

Maj-Gen Lun Maung,

Chairman of Civil Serv-

ice Selection Training

Board Dr Than Nyun,

YCDC Vice- Mayor Col

Maung Pa, Secretary U

Myint Aung, Joint Sec-

retary  U Tin Soe and

committee members,

Chinese Ambassador to

Myanmar Mr Li Jinjun

and officials.

Together with the

mayor, Head of the In-

formation and Public Re-

lations Department U Hla

Myint Swe, Head of

Budget Department U

Kyaw Than, Head of Pro-

duction Department U

Kyaw Win and Head of

Revenue Division U Win

Hlaing also arrived

back on the same flight.

 MNA

Nepal’s handicraft export increases
KATHMANDU , 11 June —  The total export of Nepali handicraft products witnessed a growth of around 10 per cent in

the  first 10 months of the current fiscal year, Handicraft Association of Nepal said on Friday.

The country exported

handicraft worth 2.3 bil-

lion Nepali rupees (32.9

million US dollars) in

the period between mid-

July 2004 and mid-May

2005, compared with

that of 2.1 billion rupees

(30 million  dollars) of

the same period of last

fiscal year.

 Around 72 countries

and regions imported

about 25 different hand-

made goods from Nepal

during the review pe-

riod.

 Buoyed by increment

in exports to India, the

United States and Japan,

the total export of woolen

goods, which accounted

for 19 per cent of the to-

tal handicraft export,

posted a remarkable

growth  of 22 per cent,

with sales increasing

from 356.8 million ru-

pees (5.1 million dollars)

of the first 10 months last

fiscal year to 436.7 mil-

lion rupees (6.2 million

dollars) of the review pe-

riod.

 The exports of silver

jewellery, metal craft,

hemp goods, thanka,  ce-

ramic products and tea

also increased by 6 per

cent, 26 per cent, 49 per

cent, 40 per cent, 42 per

cent and 241 per cent re-

spectively.

 Handicraft is one of

the major foreign cur-

rency earners and the third

(from page 16)
completion of the project

meeting the set standard

for enabling the overpass

to serve the interest of the

people.

K y a u k y e d w i n

Overpass is located in

North Okkalapa Town-

ship. It will be 2,235 feet

long. It is Y shape over-

pass built of reinforced

concrete. The motorway

will be 28 feet wide and

pedestrian way on either

side will be 3 feet and 11

inches. The overpass will

be 14 feet high. Its con-

struction tasks started on

20 March 2005. At

present, construction of

the project has been com-

pleted by 70 per cent. On

completion, people from

North Okkalapa, South

Okkalapa, Mingaladon,

Thingangyun, Dagon

Myothit (East) and Dagon

Myothit (North) Town-

ships will travel from one

place to another easily.

 MNA

Kyaukyedwin
Overpass to…

Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa and Dr Khin Shwe formally
open the Recreation Zone of Kandawgyi Gardens. — YANGON COMMAND

Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin and party welcomed home
at the airport.—MNA

Chairman of the Myanmar Olympic Committee Minister for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint presents the championship shield to Shan State (South) team
that won the first U-16 Inter-State/Division Men’s Volleyball Torunament at

Aung San Gymnasium on 11-6-2005.—NLM

YANGON, 11 June —

Chairman of Sagaing Di-

vision Peace and Devel-

opment Council Com-

mander of North-West

Command Maj-Gen Tha

Aye together with depart-

mental officials arrived at

rubber plantation in

Homalin Township on 6

June morning, heard re-

ports on growing rubber

and producing latex by the

plantation manager and

also inspected the planta-

tion.

He then gave nec-

essary instructions to the

officials.

The commander

proceeded to

Nyaungbintha village, met

with the rubber growers,

heard reports on plans of

cultivating rubber by the

chairman of township

PDC and fulfilled the re-

quirements of the rubber

growers.

The commander

inspected tea plantation in

Sankat village and Santhit

tea plant in Hongkham

village in Homalin.

The plant produces

dried tea ranging from

15,000 to 20,000 viss per

year.

Later, the com-

mander also inspected

Pyinnya Alin modern li-

brary in Homalin Town-

ship and fulfilled the re-

quirements.

MNA

largest export sector of the

Himalayan kingdom after

garment and carpet prod-

ucts.  — MNA/Xinhua
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Indian Navy ship visits Vietnam
HANOI , 11 June — An Indian Navy ship arrived in Ho Chi Minh City on

Thursday, starting its five-day visit to Vietnam.
During the visit, com-

manding officer of  Ins
Magar is scheduled to

pay courtesy visits to

leaders of the municipal

people’s committee, Vi-

etnam’s Zone 7 Military

Command and the coun-

try’s Navy Command,

according to Vietnam

News Agency on Thurs-

day.

The ship’s crew mem-

bers will take part in vol-

leyball friendship compe-

titions with Vietnamese

Navy sailors, visit the

city and  engage in some

other social activities.

India will ship Navy

19th International Travel Expo
opens in Hong Kong

HONG KONG, 11 June —  The 19th International Travel Expo (ITE)
Hong Kong opened on Thursday at the Convention and Exhibition Centre
with more than 500 exhibitors attending the four-day event.

 The organizer, TKS

Exhibition Services Ltd,

said the ITE this year is

expected to be the larg-

est ever in the history of

the exhibition, which has

attracted exhibitors and

buyers from all parts of

the world, especially

Asia, Europe and

America. Latin American

pavilion attended the ex-

hibition for the first time

and brought new tourism

itineraries with unique

characteristics.

 Stephen Ip, secretary

for economic develop-

ment and labour, said at

China, Kenya enjoy
strong relations

 BEIJING , 11 June — China is ready to work
with Kenya to boost the countries’ new style part-
nership to a new height, State Councillor Tang
Jiaxuan said here on Thursday.

 During a meeting

with visiting Kenyan

Minister of Foreign Af-

fairs Chirau Ali

Mwakwere, Tang said

China and Kenya have

traditional friendship and

cooperative relations.

Since their establish-

ment of diplomatic rela-

tions 42 years ago, China

and Kenya have con-

ducted fruitful coopera-

tion in such areas as poli-

tics, economics, trade,

culture and education, he

noted.

They have supported

each other and have co-

operated closely on inter-

national affairs.

 The Chinese Gov-

ernment thanks the Ken-

yan Government for the

long-term adherence to

the one-China policy,

Tang said. Bilateral rela-

tions between the two

countries have become

the outstanding features

of true friendship, equal-

ity, mutual trust, mutual

support and close coop-

eration. Mwakwere said

the people of the two

countries share a strong

friendship and that the

two countries have been

carrying out sound coop-

eration in all areas.

 The Kenyan Govern-

ment thanks the Chinese

Government for the long-

term aid and assistance it

has provided for the eco-

nomic development of

Kenya, and is ready to

join efforts with China to

continuously advance bi-

lateral relations,

Mwakwere said.

  MNA/Xinhua

S Korean alpinist says weather
a key factor in climbing

  KATHMANDU , June 11 —  Weather is the deciding factor on any moun-
tain. Good weather makes climbing easy, and bad one makes it difficult,
South Korean famous alpinist said here on Friday.

 Um Hong-Gil, the

first Asian and the

world’s eighth mountain-

eer  to have scaled all the

14 peaks above 8,000

metres, has recently

scaled Mt. Everest along

with the “2005 South

Korea Everest expedition

team” from China’s Ti-

betan side.

 The objective of the

expedition was to look

for the bodies of South

Korean climbers of

“Keimyuny University

Everest Expedition”, who

died last year, said the

47-year-old alpinist.

 The team found the

body of Park Moo-taek at

the height of 8,750 me-

tres, and brought it down

to 8,600 metres and bur-

ied it there, he said.

 Of the all 8,000-me-

tre peaks, Annapurna 1

and Kanchanjungha are

the toughest of all, while

the world’s highest peak

is not very difficult to

scale, according to Um.

“However, weather is

the key factor for climb-

ers on any mountain, “ he

said.

the opening ceremony

that with the opening of

Hong Kong Disneyland

and the coming on-

stream of other tourist

attractions such as Asia’s

largest Wetland Park in

early 2006, visitor arriv-

als in Hong Kong are

expected to set another

new record at 23.4 mil-

lion in 2005.

 He said the Hong

Kong tourism industry

has achieved spectacular

growth in 2004 and made

a number of records, es-

pecially in terms of visi-

tor arrivals, which

Vietnam ends WTO negotiation with Japan
 HANOI , 11 June — Vietnam and Japan have just finished bilateral

negotiations on the former’s entry into the World Trade Organization
(WTO), and the former supports the latter’s bid for a seat at the
United Nations Security Council, Vietnam News Agency  reported
on Thursday.

 The world’s highest

peak, Mt Everest, is so

popular that anybody

with enough money but

no climbing experience

can make it to the top, he

added.

“Mt Everest is more

like a busy highway,

some of the other 8,000-

metre peaks are far more

challenging and danger-

ous and thus less appeal-

ing,” he said. Um suc-

cessfully scaled Mt. Ev-

erest in 1988, which in-

spired him to climb other

peaks. — MNA/Xinhua

 Japan and Vietnam concluded

the bilateral negotiations on Thurs-

day, visiting Japanese Foreign Min-

ister Nobutaka Machimura said when

meeting with Vietnamese Prime

Minister Phan Van Khai on the same

day.

 During the meeting, Khai af-

firmed that Vietnam supports Japan’s

candidacy for permanent member-

ship to the Council. After the meet-

ing, the Japanese minister held talks

with his  Vietnamese counterpart

Nguyen Dy Nien.

 The Japanese minister arrived in

Vietnam on Thursday for a two-day

visit. Vietnam is on the second leg of

his Southeast Asian trip which also

includes Brunei and Cambodia.

MNA/Xinhua

reached a record high of

21.8 million in the year.

 He said an encourag-

ing achievement in the

industry is that Hong

Kong, for the first time,

was named the seventh

most popular tourist des-

tination in 2004.

 Stephen Ip said, “We

will do our best to main-

tain Hong Kong’s lead-

ing position as Asia’s

premier tourist destina-

tion through joint efforts

of the tourism industry,

the Hong Kong Tourism

Board  and the govern-

ment.”  —  MNA/Xinhua

Drug dealing
suspect

nabbed in
Macao

MACAO, 11 June—

Macao Police have ar-

rested a male drug smug-

gling suspect, local me-

dia reported on Friday.

 The Macao Post
quoted police sources as

saying that the 25-year-

old Macao resident was

pinned down earlier this

week at the port linking

Macao and Zhuhai, a

neighbouring city in

Guangdong Province.

The suspect had in-

serted inside his body 25

Triazolam pills and 1.22

gramme of heroin

wrapped up in plastic

sheets, said the report. The

man confessed that he

regularly smuggles the

drug for a 20-per- cent

commission from his buy-

ers. Further investigations

are underway.

MNA/Xinhua

spares for Vietnam’s

Russian-made warships,

according to India’s

Navy sources. It reached

the supply plan with Vi-

etnam during the visit of

Vietnamese Defence

Minister Pham Van Tra

to India in March.

  MNA/Xinhua

Chairman of Myanmar Olympic Committee Minister for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint seen together with committee members and prize winners

in 15th Asian Games Doha-2006, Fun Run in Yangon.
SPED

Indian meteorologists release a hydrogen-filled weather-reading balloon in
Mumbai on 10 June, 2005.

 INTERNET
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WHO calls for concerted action to achieve MDGs
 GENEVA, 11 June — The World Health Organization (WHO) on Friday

called for concerted action to achieve global development goals adopted by
world leaders in 2000.

 Progress on health-

related Millennium De-

velopment Goals

(MDGs) is mixed and if

current trends continue,

most poor countries will

not meet them, the Ge-

neva-based UN health

agency said in a state-

ment, adding that “invest-

ing in proven solutions

can still turn the tide and

help to achieve the

goals”.

 “We have the means

to achieve those goals.

We have the technology.

What we need are the

resources and the politi-

cal will,” WHO Director-

General Lee Jong-wook

said. “We cannot wait

any longer to do what we

have promised to achieve

in the coming decade.”

 No region of the de-

veloping world is cur-

rently on track to meet

the target of reducing by

two-thirds the mortality

rate of children under the

age of five, according to

the WHO.

 For maternal mortal-

ity, evidence indicated

that declines have been

limited to countries with

lower levels of mortality,

while countries with high

maternal mortality are

experiencing stagnation

or even reversals.

 Later this month, the

WHO will launch its own

MDG report, “Health in

the Millennium Develop-

ment Goals”, which looks

beyond target-by-target

information and assesses

trends, successes and fail-

ures currently affecting

the health sector as a

whole. In September

2000, 189 world leaders

signed the Millennium

Declaration and made a

commitment to achieve

the MDGs by 2015.

 Health-related goals

range from reducing ma-

ternal mortality by three-

quarters, child mortality

by two-thirds, to combat-

ing HIV/AIDS, malaria

and other diseases.

MNA/Xinhua

Susilo calls on governors to prevent
terrorist activities

 JAKARTA , 11 June —  Indonesian President Susilo  Bambang Yudhoyono
called on the top provincial administrators  across the country on Thurs-
day to prevent areas prone to terrorism  and communal conflicts from
becoming targets of terrorists, local  media reported on Friday.

 The President said at

the governors’ working

conference that  gover-

nors need to optimize the

work of the regional co-

ordinating  intelligence

boards, which comprises

regional administrations,

the police, public pros-

ecutor’s offices, intelli-

gence agencies,  military

commands and other re-

lated institutions.

 To prevent terrorists

from launching their ac-

tions, the President un-

derscored the importance

of people’s role in pro-

viding information on

various problems, and

alertness and special  at-

tention on all the regions

in the country, especially

those  highly prone to

terrorist activities and

sectarian and communal

conflicts.

Cambodia, Thailand to strengthen border cooperation
 PHNOM  PENH, 11 June — Cambodia and Thailand agreed on Friday to
strengthen border cooperation to further benefit border areas and people.

 The 4th meeting of the

General Border Commit-

tee between Cambodia

and Thailand was held

here with the participation

of Cambodia’s Co-De-

fence Ministers Tea Banh

and Nheik Bun Chhay, and

their Thai counterpart

Thammarak Isarangura.

 “The meeting was

conducted in a warm and

friendly atmosphere, re-

flecting close relations

between the two coun-

tries,” said a joint Press

statement. Both sides said

they will support the Joint

Technical Sub-Commis-

sion (JTSC) to carry out

the survey of land bound-

ary lines which would

commence in 2005.

 Moreover, they will

prevent any activities that

may invade the land

boundary and result in

changes of geographical

environment in the border

areas. On the issue of drug

trafficking on border ar-

eas, both sides agreed to

cooperate closely and se-

riously in order to take

effective prevention and

suppression measures.

Cyprus opposes Annan report on N Cyprus
NICOSIA , 11 June — Cyprus voiced opposition Friday to a decision by the

UN chief to resubmit to the Security Council a report recommending elimi-
nation of political and economic restrictions on northern Cyprus.

 United Nations Sec-

retary General Kofi

Annan has said he in-

tended to submit again

the May 2004 report to

the UN Security Council

and hoped the Council

will act on it.

 The report was is-

sued one month after

UN’s efforts to reunite

the divided island floun-

dered in April 2004 as a

reunification plan was

rejected by the Greek

Cypriot south in a refer-

endum. The south entered

the European Union on

1 May, 2004, on behalf

of the whole island, while

the north, recognized

only by Ankara, was left

outside.

 In this report, Annan

also blamed the Greek

Cypriot south for the fail-

ure of the plan, which

was approved by the

Turkish Cypriot north.

 Terming Annan’s

decision as “untimely”,

Cypriot Foreign Minister

George Iacovou said

“there was no reason to

resubmit the report,

which I consider will not

succeed”.

 However, Iacovou

expressed confidence that

Annan’s decision will not

affect prospects for the

resumption of peace

talks.

 “UN undersecretary-

general for political af-

fairs Kieran Prendergast

will brief the Security

Council on 22 June and

from my point of view

this effort by the Secre-

tary-General will con-

tinue,” he said.

 Prendergast has just

returned to the United

Nations from visits to

Cyprus, Greece and Tur-

key to explore the possi-

bilities of resuming

reunification talks.

 Annan said he will

not resume mediation

until the Greek Cypriot

side specifies changes it

wants to his plan, a for-

mula aimed at establish-

ing a loose federation in

Cyprus based on the

bizonal and bicommunal

principle.

 Cyprus’ opposition

came one day after Turk-

ish Prime Minister

Tayyip Erdogan, who

was on a visit to the

United States, criticized

the United Nations for

not making active efforts

to end the isolation of the

northern Cyprus.

 Erdogan said the

United Nations failed to

act on the May 2004 re-

port although the Turk-

ish Cypriot north en-

dorsed the Annan

reunification plan.

 He then called for a

swift and just settlement

to the Cyprus issue.

 MNA/Xinhua

A Chinese model displays chocolate hair ornaments during China’s first
chocolate fashion show as part of ‘Salon Du Chocolat’ in Beijing on

10 June , 2005. — INTERNET

 “The governors need

to synchronize and coor-

dinate their efforts hori-

zontally and vertically,”

state-owned news agency

Antara quoted Indonesian

Minister of Home Affairs

M Ma’ruf as saying at

the presidential office.

 Ma’ruf talked to re-

porters on the results of

the more than seven-hour

governors’ working con-

ference opened at the

presidential office at

10:00 am. During the

governors’ national

working conference, In-

donesian  National Police

Chief General Da’i

Bachtiar gave a briefing

on  terrorist threats and

other such activities.

 Western countries

and the Indonesian police

have warned of the

heightened terrorist ac-

tivities in Indonesia.

 The police chief dis-

closed that the terrorist

cell in Indonesia led by

two Malaysians, bomb

expert Azhari Husin and

terror  coordinator

Noerdin Mohammad

Top, had increased their

activities  of preparing

attacks in the country.

 The blast in a mar-

ketplace in the town of

Tentena in Indonesia’s

Central Sulawesi Prov-

ince at the end of May

killed 22 people and a

blast occurred on early

Wednesday in front of a

militant house near South

Jakarta earlier.

 A number of foreign

embassies in Jakarta, in-

cluding the US  Embassy,

closed their operation re-

cently due to security

scare.   — MNA/Xinhua

Chinese, Russian leaders discuss
business ties, energy cooperation

 MOSCOW, 11 June — Visiting Chinese Vice-Premier Zeng Peiyan pledged
China’s support on Friday for greater investment in Russia and urged
more joint efforts in the energy sector.

 They also reached an

agreement on solving the

issues of illegal Cambo-

dian workers, prevention

of the smuggling of arti-

cles, and protecting fish-

ing boats from the threat

of piracy. Stressing the

significance of close co-

operation on anti-terror-

ism in border areas, both

sides said they will closely

monitor the movement of

terrorism network and to

enhance cooperation in

exchanges of information

and intelligence.

 MNA/Xinhua

 In talks with his Russian counter-

part Alexander Zhukov in St

Petersburg, Zeng said China encour-

ages its companies to invest more in

Russia and also welcomes Russian

companies to venture into Chinese

markets.

Cooperation needs to be boosted in

such areas as agriculture, fishery, for-

estry, mineral resources exploitation

and development, energy projects, in-

frastructure, machinery, textile and the

hi-tech industry, Zeng said. He called

for greater efforts to protect the legal

rights of investors and workers.

 Zeng and Zhukov discussed joint

projects in the energy sector. Zeng said

cooperation in oil and gas pipelines, oil

and gas exploitation, railway oil ship-

ment and power projects will boost eco-

nomic growth for both countries and

that both sides need to step up work on

these projects. Zhukov, for his part, said

Russia will push for closer cooperation

with China in energy, investment and

trade and work to create favourable con-

ditions to attract more Chinese invest-

ment. — MNA/Xinhua
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US Army, Marines unable to meet
recruitment goals

 WASHINGTON , 10 June — The US Army and Marines are unable to meet
their recruitment goals despite the offer of USD 20,000 to a recruit for
enlisting.

 Analysts attribute it

to the daily casualties in

Iraq.

 For the fourth straight

month, the Army fell short

of recruiting goal  by 25

per cent. If it had stuck to

its original goal of recruit-

ing 8,000 recruits, the

shortfall would have been

38 per cent.

 The National

Guard—citizen army—

missed target by 20 per

cent while the Marine

Corps, for the first time in

ten years, missed its goals

but it did not release the

figures.

 Many young people

and their parents fear the

Army service because of

the likelihood of being

shipped out for combat

tours in Iraq or Afghani-

stan, opinion polls show.

 US troops are dying

at a rate of two a day in

Iraq, more than two years

after President Bush de-

clared that major combat

operations had ended.

 Although the Army

will not release its num-

bers until Friday, it fell

about 25 per cent short of

its target of signing up

6,700 recruits in May. The

gap would have been

wider except that the tar-

get was lowered by 1,350.

 The Army said it low-

ered the May target to “ad-

just for changing market

conditions,” knowing that

the difference would have

to be made up in the

months ahead.

 The monthly targets

in April, March and Feb-

ruary was also missed

with each month faring

worse than the one be-

fore. In February it fell 27

per cent short; in March

the gap was 31 per cent;

and in April it was 42 per

cent.

 “The Army’s fiscal

2005 goal was, is and re-

mains 80,000 recruits, “

Lt Col Bryan Hilferty,

spokesman for the Army’s

chief of personnel said in

an interview.

 MNA/PTI

Merrill Lynch release world wealth data
for 2004

 NEW YORK , 10 June — Merrill Lynch & Co  Inc and  Capegemini Group
jointly held a Press conference on Thursday,  releasing their latest findings
on world wealth distribution in  2004.

 Merrill Lynch and

Capegemini’s findings

were reflected in the “

World Wealth Report

2005”, which showed that

the world’s high net

worth wealth grew

strongly in 2004 for a sec-

ond straight year,  increas-

ing 8.2 per cent to 30.8

trillion dollars.

 The number of high

net worth individuals

(HNWIs)—individuals

with a net worth of at least

1 million dollars, grew by

7.3  per cent to 8.3 mil-

lion, a net increase of

600,000 worldwide.

 North America led

with a nearly 10 per cent

growth rate to 2.7  mil-

lion HNWIs, surpassing

the 2.6 million in Europe.

Asia-Pacific’ s growth

rate of over 8 per cent, or

2.3 million HNWIs, was

twice  that of Europe.

 “The two main driv-

ers of personal wealth

c r ea t i on—economic

growth and market capi-

talization—worked to-

gether to generate the

strongest growth in high

net worth wealth that

we’ve seen in more  than

three years,” said James

P Gorman, Merrill

Lynch’s Executive Vice

President.

  MNA/Xinhua

Torrential rain,
landslide kill 12

in Vietnam
 HANOI , 10 June — A landslide and

flooding caused by torrential rain in
Vietnam’s northern Quang Ninh Prov-
ince killed 12 local people, Vietnam
News Agency reported on Thursday.

 The landslide on Thursday early

morning destroyed two houses in the

Binh Lieu District Binh Lieu, and claimed

11 lives. Meanwhile, the flooding in the

province’s Ha Long City drowned a per-

son. By the evening, a total of six bodies

were found.

 The local rescuers are searching for

the remaining corpses and carrying out

relief works.

 Natural disasters, mainly storms and

floods, killed 232 people, left 38 miss-

ing, injured 187 others, destroyed 4,200

houses and 3,000 hectares of rice, and

killed over 2,000 cattle and 170,000 poul-

try in Vietnam last year, causing a total

property loss of over some 57 million US

dollars.

 MNA/Xinhua

Vietnamese, Chinese provinces
enhance border trade

 HANOI , 10 June — Vietnam’s northern Lao Cai Province and China’s
Yunnan Province have facilitated flows of goods, especially fresh litchis,
through their border gate.

Italian aid worker in Afghanistan released
without concession

 KABUL , 10 June — An Italian aid worker kidnapped in Afghanistan more
than three weeks ago has been released on Thursday, said Afghan officials.

 Sweden makes
investment for new

fighter plane
 STOCKHOLM, 10 June  — Swe-

den has decided to invest 750 million

krona (about 100 million US dollars)

on the development of  a new pilotless

fighter plane, Swedish news agency

reported on Wednesday.

 It is the largest investment of

the Swedish Government on the de-

fence industry in recent years. The

money will be channelled to Swedish

planemaker SAAB, which will shoul-

der the project with French company

Dassault.

 The new fighter Neuron will

be smaller and a little cheaper than

Swedish supersonic plane GRIPEN,
which cost 500 million krona (about

66.7 million US dollars) per jet.

 Defence Minister Leni

Bjorklund said the high-tech scheme

will help Sweden develop its aviation

technology. But the opposition ques-

tioned the necessity of the plan.

 MNA/Xinhua

A farmer rides a bicycle past a duck farm outside Hanoi on 10  June , 2005.
INTERNET

 “She has been re-

leased, she is in good

health,” said Interior

Ministry spokesman

Latfullah Mashal.

 The 32-year-old Ital-

ian woman Clementina

Cantoni, who has been

working in Afghanistan

for more than three years,

had been kidnapped by

four gunmen on 16 May.

 “We tried during

these 24 days to persuade

the abductors to release

her,” Interior Minister

Ali Ahmed Jalali told a

Press conference here.

 “We did not give any

concession to kidnap-

pers. No ransom was

paid, and no other con-

cessions were given,” he

added.

 Clementina, who

has been engaged in hu-

manitarian work for 10

years, has lived in Af-

ghanistan since March

2002. Since September

2003, she has managed

the “Humanitarian As-

sistance for the Women

of Afghanistan” project,

providing food assist-

ance and income-gener-

ating activities for 10,000

widows and their chil-

dren.

 Clementina was kid-

napped on May 16 when

her unmarked car was

stopped as she was driv-

ing home in Kabul.

 MNA/Xinhua

 “We and Yunnan’s

Hekou District have

agreed that goods trans-

ported by under three-

ton motorized vehicles,

and fresh litchis trans-

ported by under 30-ton

trucks via the interna-

tional border gate of Lao

Cai are to enjoy the dis-

trict’s border trade

policy. That means the

Vietnamese goods are

subject to no import taxes

or half of the tax rates

according to their value,”

Vu Xuan Cuong, deputy

head of Lao Cai’s Bor-

der Economic Manage-

ment Board, told Xinhua
Thursday.

 Previously, only

goods transported by

simple vehicles like bi-

cycles enjoyed the bor-

der trade policy, he said,

noting that both Lao Cai

and Hekou are making

favourable conditions for

local goods, especially

fresh litchis, to enter

Yunnan.

 “The volume of li-

tchis entering China this

year may be lower than

last year, because a larger

amount of the fruit is go-

ing to Vietnam’s south-

ern region,” Cuong said.

 Litchi prices this

year will be higher due

to thinner supplies

caused by drought, local

traders said. The prices

in the full crop last year

were nearly 0.2 US dol-

lars per kilo.

 MNA/Xinhua

Drive

safely
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A Thai model Poses on catwalk, wearing attire
designed by Sarun Yookhongdi during the fashion
contest for Thailand wedding designer award in

Bangkok on 10 June, 2005. Ten contestants joined
the contest.—INTERNET

 US spacecraft to blow up comet for
solar system study

 LOS ANGELES, 10 June —A spacecraft of the US National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) steered from the
Pasadena-based Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) will attempt to blow up a comet next month to find out more about the origins
of the solar system.

Int’t conf focuses on development
targets for new millennium

  PARIS, 11 June — The International Association of Economic and Social
Councils and Similar Institutions opened its ninth conference here on Thurs-
day, with representatives from more than 50 countries focusing on the
development targets for the millennium.

 The spacecraft, named

Deep Impact, will have

travelled 173 days and

268 million miles (about

470 million kilometres)

when it has close encoun-

ter with comet Tempel 1

on 3 July.

 Deep Impact will re-

lease a copper-fortified

probe whose job is to

make a crater in the orbit-

ing iceberg that could

range in size from a large

house up to a football sta-

dium from two to 14 sto-

ries deep.

 The idea is to reveal

the interior of the comet,

which is thought to con-

tain material that has not

changed since the solar

system was formed.

 The potentially spec-

tacular collision will be

observed by the Deep
Impact spacecraft and

ground and space-based

observatories.

 Rick Grammier, Deep
Impact project manager

at the Jet Propulsion

Laboratory, said the mis-

sion is like “a bullet try-

ing to hit a second bullet

with a third bullet.”

 “We are really thread-

ing the needle with this

one,” he said. “ In our

quest of a great scientific

payoff, we are attempt-

ing something never done

before at speeds and dis-

tances that are truly out

of this world.”

 Tempel 1 is hurtling

through space at about 11

kilometres per second —

fast enough to travel from

New York to Los Ange-

les in less than 6. 5 min-

utes.

 Hours before hitting

the comet, Deep Impact
will send the 99-centime-

tre cubic shaped impactor

into the path of the comet,

which is about one-half

the size of Manhattan Is-

land.

 Over the next 22 hours,

Deep Impact navigators

and mission members,

more than 132.8 million

kilometres away at the

JPL, will steer the

impactor and the probe

toward the comet.

 The impactor will

steer into the comet and

the flyby craft will pass

about 310 miles (about

540 kilometres) below.

 Ice and dust debris is

expected to be ejected

from the crater, revealing

the material beneath.

The flyby space-

craft has about 13 min-

utes to take images and

scientific measurements

of the collision before

it encounters a potenti-

al blizzard of particles

from the nucleus of the

comet.  “The last 24 hours

of the impactor’s life

should provide the most

spectacular data in the his-

tory of cometary sci-

ence,” said Deep Impact’s
principal investigator,

Michael A’Hearn of the

University of Maryland.

 “With the informa-

tion we receive after

the impact, it will be a

whole new ball game,”

he said. “We know so

little about the structure

of cometary nuclei that

almost every moment we

expect to learn some-

thing new.”

 The Deep Impact
spacecraft has four data

collectors to observe the

effects of the collision.

 MNA/Xinhua

 The two-day confer-

ence will seek ways to

raise the social status of

women, maintain trade

balance of the world and

eliminate poverty, among

other social problems. A

Paris Declaration, which

will cover all main points

of the meeting, is expected

on June 10.

 Wang Zhongyu,

vice-chairman of the Na-

tional Committee of the

Chinese People’s Politi-

cal Consultative Confer-

ence and president of the

China Economic and So-

cial Council, pledged that

China will help the Inter-

national Association of

Economic and Social

Councils and Similar In-

stitutions realize its goals.

 The China Economic

and Social Council will

contribute to the organi-

zation in eliminating pov-

erty and raising the social

status of women, and will

make efforts to realize the

“millennium targets” in

the spirit of the Paris

Declaration, Wang said.

 The International

Association of Economic

and Social Councils and

Similar Institutions,

founded in July 1999, con-

venes every two years for

member countries to ex-

change views on eco-

nomic and social issues of

common concerns.

 China is elected

chairman of the organiza-

tion for 2005-2007.

 MNA/Xinhua

 Vietnam issues
anti-money
laundering

decree
  HANOI, 10 June  —

The Vietnamese Govern-

ment has issued its first-

ever decree on money

laundering, under which

transactions worth 12,700

US dollars upward will be

reported to relevant agen-

cies, according to local

newspaper Youth on

Thursday.

 Under the decree is-

sued on June 7, all trans-

actions of an individual

or organization within a

day worth at least 200

million Vietnamese dong

(VND) (12,700 US dol-

lars) in cash, gold and

foreign currency, and sav-

ings accounts totalling at

least 500 million VND

(31,600 dollars) must be

reported to authorized

agencies.

 The decree is appli-

cable to all Vietnamese

and foreign individuals,

agencies, and organiza-

tions inside Vietnam, and

individuals and organiza-

tions outside the country

involved in transactions

for or that offer services

relating to cash or other

forms of property to cli-

ents in Vietnam.

 Money laundering,

generally speaking, is the

introduction of illegally

gained assets into the le-

gal financial system with

the aim of covering up its

true origin. Often thought

of as a victimless crime, it

is a serious issue. Without

money laundering,  inter-

national organized crime

cannot function.

MNA/Xinhua

China pledges more efforts to boost service  industry
 SHANGHAI , 10 June — China will work to further boost its fledgling service industry, said speakers

at the ongoing world service trade forum in Shanghai on Thursday.

 Tianjin Port sees surge in foreign trade
 TIANJIN , 10 June — The trade volume at Tianjin

Port in north China surged by 26 per cent year on
year to reach 30.81 billion US dollars in the first five
months of this year, the latest Customs statistics
show.

 Figures from Tianjin

Customs show that the

trade volume included

17.22 billion US dollars

in exports and 13.59 bil-

lion US dollars in imports,

up 28 per cent and 23 per

cent respectively over the

same period last year.

 Foreign-funded firms

did foreign trade of 14.35

billion US dollars, up   26

per cent year on year and

accounting for 46.6 per

cent of the total foreign

trade volume for the Janu-

ary-May period.

The trade volume

at state-owned firms

reached 11.64 billion US

dollars, up 17.5 per cent

and accounting for      38

per cent of the total for the

same period.

 Collective and pri-

vate businesses registered

a trade volume of             4.82

billion US dollars, up 51.6

per cent year on year and

making up 15.6 per cent

of the total.

 MNA/Xinhua

 The two-day forum,

organized by the Ministry

of Commerce and the

Shanghai Municipal gov-

ernment, attracted senior

executives and leaders of

service industry from

more than 20 countries and

regions worldwide.

 In a speech delivered

at the forum, Commerce

Minister Bo Xilai said the

Chinese Government aims

to give priority to service

sector development. He

pledged to devote more

effort towards attracting

international service gi-

ants.

 “We will endeavour to

further improve China’s

service sector and turn China

into a popular out-sourcing

option in global service

trade,” said the minister.

 China’s service in-

dustry, which has grown

tremendously in the past

two decades, still fails to

contribute substantially to

the national economy.

 According to statis-

tics from the Ministry of

Commerce, China’s serv-

ice trade amounted to 4.6

billion US dollars in 1982

and stood at 128.6 billion

US dollars last year, rank-

ing the ninth worldwide.

 However, the coun-

try’s service export only

accounted for a mere 9 per

cent of the national export

total, far lower than the

global average of 19 per

cent.

 Meanwhile, China

has been consistently pes-

tered by a deficit in its

service trade, with red ink

in this regard amounting

to 10.8 billion US dollars

in 2004. Currently, Chi-

na’s most developed serv-

ice industries still fall in

the traditional categories

of tourism and sea trans-

portation. It will take time

before China can assume

truly significant roles in

the world financial, insur-

ance and computer sec-

tors, according to Bo.

 In order to sharpen

China’s competitive edge

in the service industry, Bo

vowed to encourage inno-

vation and competition.

He said the government

needs value of training

professionals in the field.

MNA/Xinhua
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S  P   O  R  T   S

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS
 1 Money (sl.)

 4 Aggregations of people

 8 Captivate

 9 Willow

10 Rod

11 Ejecting

13 Vases

15 Contaminate

17 Merited

20 Assists

22 Censure

24 Speak

26 Father

27 Confirm

28 Ordained

29 Refute

DOWN
 1 Attired

 2 Extreme

 3 Noxious

 4 Wrestling hold

 5 Implements

 6 View

 7 Headless nail

12 Second-hand

14 20 quires

16 Over entusiastic

     supporter

18 Apart

19 English river

21 Verily

22 Eros

23 Uncanny

25 Pulsate

UEFA allows Liverpool to defend
Champions League title

 LONDON, 11 June— Liverpool will defend its Champions League title, but will
have to play the first qualifying round, said the European soccer's governing
body UEFA on Friday.

Malaysia beat Singapore 4-2 in
Under-18 Lion City Cup match
 SINGAPORE, 11 June— Malaysia defeated Singapore

4-2 in the Under-18 Lion City Cup final here on Friday.

 Mohd Khyril Muhymeen scored the first goal for

the Malaysian team in the 16th minute, and Erwan

Gnawn of defending champions Singapore equalized

in the 82nd minute.

 The match went into extra time due to the 1-1 draw,

and in the 3rd time of the first half of extra time,

Singapore's Sophian Annuar scored the second goal

for the team.

 But Malaysia equalized late in the 2nd half of extra

time to send the game into penalty kicks, which Malay-

sia finally won 4-2. —MNA/Xinhua

Vietnam to host
qualifying round for

Asian women’s soccer
 HANOI, 11 June— Viet-

nam will host the qualify-

ing matches for the Asian

Women's Football Cham-

pionship here from 12-24

June.

 Teams from 12 coun-

tries and regions, namely

the Philippines, India,

Guam, Maldives,

Uzbekistan, Indonesia,

Singapore, Myanmar,

Thailand, Tabei, Hong

Kong, and hosted Viet-

nam, will play in four

groups in a round-robin

format.

 Top four teams will join

their rivals from China,

South Korea, North Ko-

rea and Japan, who as seed

teams do not need to go

through the qualifying

round, in the finals of the

Championship to be held

in May 2006.

MNA/Xinhua

IOC to allow NY to submit
alternative plan for Olympic stadium

  NEW YORK, 11 June— The International Olympic

Committee (IOC) will allow New York to submit an

alternative plan for the Olympic Stadium, saving the

city's bid for the 2012 Games from certain defeat, the

New York Daily News reported on Friday.

  In a message to Deputy Mayor Dan Doctoroff,

leader of the city's Olympic bid, IOC spokeswoman

Giselle Davies said New York has the right to address

the issue of Olympic stadium in front of the executive

board until the IOC session in Singapore on July 6 to

provide guarantees for the stadium.

  The possibility of a backup site comes after months

of Mayor Bloomberg's insistence that an alternative

was impossible. On Monday, a state panel rejected

plans to build a stadium on Manhattan's West Side,

prompting Bloomberg to woefully raise the spectre of

New York withdrawing from the global competition.

  "There's no chance the stadium could be built

elsewhere and help us with the Olympics because what

the rules of the IOC are, you have to submit a plan,"

Bloomberg said Tuesday. "It can't have backups or

anything. It can have one plan, and you have to follow

that plan."

  Jay Kriegel, the bid committee's executive director,

said, "We are making every effort to find a way to

ensure that New York's bid can continue and be suc-

cessful."

  The IOC's executive board will meet in Singapore

beginning 3 July . The 115-member committee will

select the host city on 6 July by secret ballot, after final

presentations by each of the five finalist cities. New

York is competing against Paris, London, Madrid and

Moscow.

MNA/Xinhua

Australia draw with Benin in
World Youth C’ships

  KERKRADE  (Netherlands), 11 June— The opening match of the FIFA
World Youth Championship Netherlands 2005 saw Australia rally back
from a goal down to hold West African debutant Benin to a 1-1 draw at the
Parkstad Limburg Stadium in the southern Dutch city on Friday.

 The decision was made

after UEFA's 14-member

executive committee

agreed to make a special

case for the five-time

European champion.

 However, from now on,

the reigning champion will

automatically have the

right to defend the crown.

 Last month, Liverpool

came from three goals down

to beat AC Milan on penal-

ties in the final in Istanbul.

But it was unable to gain an

automatic spot in next sea-

son's competition as de-

fending champion.

 Under UEFA's rules, the

top four in the English Pre-

mier League qualify auto-

matically, and Liverpool

finished fifth, behind Chel-

sea, Arsenal, Manchester

United and Everton.

 "They (executive com-

mittee) felt it was the best

and wisest, and I felt that

way too," UEFA spokes-

man William Gaillard said.

"The rules said that no as-

sociation could have five

  Benin gave a good

performance in their first-

ever finals outing, but

could not continue the

advantage they deserv-

edly carved out in the first

half.

  "Benin came out faster

than us, but after 25 min-

utes we began to play our

game and by half time we

were pretty much even,"

Australian coach Ange

Postecolgu said after the

match.

  "In the second half we

created a lot of chances

and probably should have

won."

  The contest began

with a flurry of attack

from the far-from-over-

awed African first-timers.

Charging forward indus-

 MotoGP rider Valentino Rossi ’Il Doctor’ of Italy
takes a curve during the first free practice at Catalan
Motorcycle Grand Prix at Circuit de Catalunya race
track near Barcelona, Spain, on 10 June, 2005. The
Yamaha rider’s fourth win in five races this season
and his third in a row after victories in China and
France -- gave him 120 points, 49 ahead of his
nearest challenger, Marco Melandri. — INTERNET

clubs in the Champions

League. The decision that

has been taken today is

exceptional."

 If the situation happens

again, the fourth-placed

team will have to drop out

to make room for the Cham-

pions League winner.

 Gaillard indicated that

revenue from the competi-

tion would be split five

ways, not four ways, by

the English clubs.

 Liverpool will enter the

qualifying rounds, which

begin on 12-13 July and

19-20 July. The draw for

the round will take place

on 24 June. Liverpool was

one of three English teams

that had qualified for the

UEFA Cup, the continent's

second-tier competition.

MNA/Xinhua

Graphic of the Montreal F1 Grand Prix circuit ahead
of this weekend's race. American Scott Speed is look-
ing to make his name amongst Formula One's elite
when he drives for Red Bull Racing here in Friday's

practice for the Canadian Grand Prix.—INTERNET

triously, a clever flicked

chest pass from Abou

Maiga freed Razak

Omotoyossi at the edge

of the box in the 5th

minute.

 Running at a conspicu-

ously nervous-looking

Aussie backline, the mus-

cular striker was left

stamping the ground in

frustration after firing

over Adam Federici's

crossbar.

  Australia were happy

enough to concede pos-

session in midfield, look-

ing to hit out on the break

with lanky forward Nick

Ward of doing his best as

lone target man.

  Benin broke the dead-

lock on 32 minutes when

Omotoyossi Razak

shrewdly slipped the ball

by Federici Adam inside

the far post. It was Benin's

first goal at a FIFA finals,

the first of Netherlands

2005 and they celebrated

it fancifully at the corner

flag to the delight of the

Kerkrade crowd.

MNA/Xinhua
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Saturday, 11 June, 2005
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30

hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thun-

dershowers have been widespread in Kachin, Chin,

Rakhine, Kayin and Mon States, upper Sagaing, Man-

dalay and Yangon Divisions, scattered in the remain-

ing areas with locally heavyfalls in Rakhine State, iso-

lated heavyfalls in Kachin State, Sagaing and Manda-

lay Divisions. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall re-

corded were Kyaukphyu (4.96) inches, Maungdaw

(3.15) inches, Bhomo (3.07) inches, Mawlamyine (2.91)

inches, Dawei (2.46) inches, Homalin (2.32) inches,

Nyaung Oo (2.01) inches and Monywa (1.73) inches

Maximum temperature on 10-6-2005 was  84°F.

Minimum temperature on 11-6-2005 was 69°F. Rela-

tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 11-6-2005 was

93%. Total sunshine hours on 10-6-2005 was (0.2)

hour approx. Rainfalls on 11-6-2005 were (0.11) inch

at Yangon Airport, (0.22) inch at Kaba-Aye and (0.39)

inch at central Yangon. Total rainfalls since 1-1-2005

were (14.76 inches) at Yangon Airport, (13.27 inches)

at Kaba-Aye and (10.43 inches) at central Yangon.

Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was

(15) mph from Southwest at (11:32) hours MST on

10-6-2005.

Bay inference: According to the observations at

(09:30) hours MST today, a low pressure area over the

East Central Bay of Bengal still persists, Monsoon is

generally strong in the Andaman Sea, Central  and

South Bay and weather is cloudy elsewhere in the Bay

of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 12-6-2005: Rain

or thundershowers will be widespread in Kachin, Chin,

Rakhine, Mon and Kayin States and upper Sagaing,

Yangon and Taninthayi Divisions, scattered in Shan

and Kayah States and  Mandalay, Ayeyawady and Bago

Divisions and isolated in the remaining areas. Degree

of certainty is (80%).

State of the sea: Squalls with moderate to rough

sea are likely at times off and along Myanmar Coast.

Surface wind speed in squalls may reach (35-40) mph.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Continuation

of thundery conditions in the central Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
12-6-2005: One or two rain or thundershowers.

Degree of certainty is (100%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 12-6-2005: Isolated rain or thundershowers.

Degree of certainty is (80%).

WEATHER

8.30 am Brief news

8.35 am Music:

-Girl power

8.40 am Perspectives

8.45 am Music: You’re

my No-1

8.55 am National news/

Slogan

9.05 am Music: Hold me

9.10 am International 

news

9.15 am Music:

-Cultural images

of Myanmar

- M y a n m a r

Lacquerware

1.30 pm News/Slogan

1.40 pm Story for child-

ren

-A bridegroom

for Miss Mouse

1.50 pm Songs for child-

ren

9.00 pm Weekly news

review

9.15 pm Article

9.25 pm Latest hits

-Unwritten

-Just be

9.45 pm News/Slogan

10.00 pm  PEL
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International Day Against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking

26-6-2005
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Value yourself --- make healthy choices

BEIJING , 11 June — The northwestern Rus-
sian city of St Petersburg wants to play an active
role in promoting Sino-Russian economic and
trade cooperation, said Viktor Labko, vice-mayor
of the city, at the World Mayors Forum here on
Friday.

St Petersburg to promote
Sino-Russian economic ties

Statistics show that

the Sino-Russian bilateral

trade volume exceeded

20 billion US dollars in

2004, with the trade vol-

ume between St

Petersburg and China ac-

counting for more than

500 million US dollars.

“St Petersburg and

China still enjoy a great

potential in the coopera-

tion with each other,” he

said, noting that the two

sides are making joint ef-

forts to expand the fields

and means for coopera-

tion.

“We hope that our

trade volume with China

will continue growing,”

Labko said.

The current coop-

eration between China

and St Petersburg, the

second largest city in

Russia with a history of

more than 300 years, cov-

ers mainly such fields as

mechanical manufacture,

shipbuilding, science,

technology, tourism and

education.

There are approxi-

mately 200 companies

with Chinese investment

in the city.

Labko said Russia

and China have deepened

their cooperation over

recent years in the

spheres of economy,

technology and invest-

ment. The two sides just

witnessed a ground-

breaking ceremony

Thursday in St

Petersburg for the Baltic

Pearl residential complex,

the largest investment

project in Russia led by

a Chinese company in

Shanghai.

MNA/Xinhua



6th Waxing of Nayon 1367 ME Sunday, 12 June, 2005

Kyaukyedwin Overpass to benefit
six townships of Yangon Division

YANGON, 12 June— Lt-Gen Soe Win, Prime Minister of the
Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to His
Excellency Mr Mikhail Fradkov, Prime Minister of the Russian
Federation, on the occasion of the National Day of the Russian
Federation which falls on 12 June, 2005.

MNA

Prime Minister sends felicitations
to the Philippines

YANGON, 12 June— On the occasion of the 107th Anniversary
of the Independence Day of the Republic of the Philippines which
falls on 12th June, 2005, Lt-Gen Soe Win, Prime Minister of the
Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to Her
Excellency Mrs Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, President of the Repub-
lic of the Philippines. —MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Minister  Maj-Gen Aung Min inspect construction of Kyaukyedwin Overpass.
 YANGON COMMAND

Dokhtawady Bridge (Nawnghkio) linking Yaksawk Township of Shan State (South) and Nawnghkio Township of Shan State (North) was commissioned into service
on 6 June 2005. —  MNA

Prime Minister felicitates Russian
counterpart

YANGON, 11 June —

Chairman of Yangon Di-

vision Peace and Devel-

opment Council Com-

mander of Yangon Com-

mand Maj-Gen Myint

Swe and Minister for Rail

Transportation Maj-Gen

Aung Min, accompanied

by Deputy Minister U Pe

Than, Vice-Chairman of

Yangon City Develop-

ment Committee Vice-

Mayor Col Maung Pa and

officials, inspected

Kyaukyedwin Overpass

Construction project be-

INSIDE

TEKKATHO HLA MAUNG

(Page 7)

ing implemented by the

Ministry of Rail Transpor-

tation in North Okkalapa

Township this morning.

They oversaw com-

pletion of piers of the over-

pass, building of concrete

floor, construction of pe-

destrian ways and hand-

rails. Deputy Minister U

Pe Than and Project Engi-

neer U Myo Win con-

ducted them round the

project site.

In the briefing hall,

the deputy minister re-

ported on progress of build-

ing the overpass, construc-

tion matters and efforts

being made for timely com-

pletion of the project.

Minister Maj-Gen

Aung Min briefed the

commander on comple-

tion of 25 overpasses in

Yangon City and  sites

chosen for building more

overpasses.

The commander

and the minister gave in-

structions that on comple-

tion of the project, vehi-

cles will pass through the

overpass in a short time

without delay whenever

trains enter Kyaukyedwin

Station. That is why

tasks are to be imple-

mented for timely

(See page 9)

Little child, you
should try hard to be-
come an intellectual
endowed with patriot-
ism and goodwill.


