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Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Four economic objectives

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-roun *
development of other sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic *
system

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments fron
sources inside the country and abroad *

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be ke *
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peac
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring Stat
Constitution

* Building of a new modern develope
nation in accord with the new Statg
Constitution

YANGON, 23 May—Minister for Transport
Maj-Gen Thein Swe this afternoon inspected the
renovated Thamada Pilot Vessel at Nanthida Jetty.
He was briefed by Managing Director of Myanma
Port Authority U Thein Htay and officials on instal-
lation of modern equipment at the vessel.

Next, the managing director reported on the vessel’s
history and renovation tasks and programme to launch the
vessel to the minister who gave necessary instructions.

Maj-Gen Thein Swe was accompanied by
Deputy Minister U Pe Than.The vessel was renovated
by Myanmar engineers at Setsan Shipyards of MPA.
The 777.51 ton-vessel was installed with a 840-HP
engine and modern communication equipment. Its
maximun speed is 10 nautical miles per hour.

INSIDE

Regardless of the place, time and nationalit
the doer, the main ingredient in the recipe for
cess is ‘work’ or rather ‘hard work’. Work may
sometimes not always, followed by success, but
nitely without work, success can never be expe:
That's why they said “it is only in dictionaries tl
success comes before work”. So we must all
first and foremost.
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YANGON, 23 May—
Minister for Livestock
and Fisheries Brig-Gen
Maung Maung Thein
yesterday morning in-
spected Talokhla Fish

Minister for Livestock and Fisheries Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein visits a fish farm of Fisheries Department in Maubm TowmsHip.—

Breeding Camp of Fish-
eries Department in
Maubin Township,
Ayeyawady Division and
gave instructions to offi-

cials.
I

Accompanied by offi-
cials of FD, the minister
inspected digging of fish
breeding ponds on 300
acres of land owned by
FD in Kondaingkalay

Village, Maubin Town-
ship.

At the briefing hall,
the head of Maubin Dis-
trict FD reported on dig-
ging of fish breeding

ponds, measures being
taken for fish breeding
and route for transport of
fish to the minister who
gave necessary instruc-
tions.

Sk

After that, the minis-
ter inspected the fish
breeding camp of Top

Success LTD and
Wadaw Fish Breeding
Camp of the Ministry of
Defence at Maubin
wetland area and gave in-
structions to officials
concerned.

In the afternoon, the
minister and party pro-
ceeded to No 2 Fish
Breeding Centre
(Wadaw) of Phyoayeya
Co Ltd of the Union
Solidarity and Deve-
lopment Association.

After inspecting the
fish farm, the minister
attended to the
needs.

MNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan
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Strive for more regional
development, walking along
the path of eternal peace

The common goal of the entire nationg
people is the emergence of peaceful and deV
oped nation. Due to the correct leadership anfl
policy of the government and the enthusiasti
participation of the people, all the developmen|
endeavours are now bearing fruits.

Nowadays, great strides are being made
in political and economic fields, especially il
national reconsolidation which is the sine qu
non for stability of the State, community peace
the rule of law and unity of national political
forces.

Members of the Brigade 11 of Shan Staf
National Army (SSNA) headed by U Kan Ng
exchanged arms for peace on 12 April anfl
members of Palaung State Liberation Armyf
(PSLA) headed by U Aik Mone followed suit o
29 April.

Again on 20 May, the Brigade 19 of Sha|
State National Army headed by Brigade Com
mander U Gon Khay exchanged arms for pead
in Nampaung Village, Lashio Township, Sha
State (North).

Present at the ceremony for exchanginp
arms for peace together with Brigade Com
mander U Gon Khay were Deputy Commande
U Kham Shan, commanding officers U S§

192

Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative v
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

YanGoN, 23 May —A ceremony to fix the
Seinbudaw (Diamond Bud) and Hngetmyatnardaw
at atop Kyeikmatkaw Pagoda in Kawa, Bago Divi-
sion, was held yesterday.

Central Executive Committee Members of the
Union Solidarity and Development Association Min-
ister for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung and Minister
for Rail Transportation Maj-Gen Aung Min attended
the ceremony.

After the ceremony, Maj-Gen Aung Min went to
Kawa Township USDA Office and addressed the
opening ceremony of management multiplier course
for Kawa Township USDA executives held at the
USDA Office in Kawa.

Similarly, Maj-Gen Aung Min attended the open-
ing of ceremony of the management multiplier course
for Thanatpin Township USDA executives held at
the township USDA Office. After the ceremony, Maj-
Gen Aung Min awarded the outstanding trainees of
the national culture and morals course organized by
the township USDA.At the ceremony, he contrib-
uted cash to the school enrolment and presented
medicine.

Maj-Gen Aung Min, accompanied by Secretary

Hsaung, U Sai Tun, U Sai Taw and U Sai Cha|
and 325 members. The exchange of arms f
peace by the Brigade 19 of SSNA has broug
peace not only to national brethren living in|
Nampaung region but also to those in the entir
Shan State (North).

At such a time when neocolonialists ar
trying to drive a wedge among national breth
ren by pretending that they want to serve thd
interests of the latter, it is necessary for th
national brethren to stand united under the
leadership of the government.

The ceremony for exchanging arms fol
peace in Nampaung Village, Lashio Townshif
Shan State (North) manifests the desire of th
people and the government to be always
oneness with each other, whoever is trying
do whatever to drive a wedge between them
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to a teacher—RramLway

of the Bago Division (East) USDA U Saw Maw Tun
and officials, went to Seinthalyaung Buddha Image
in Bago and poured water to the Bo Tree within the
precinct.

Afterwards, Maj-Gen Aung Min went to Bago
Division (East) USDA Office and addressed the con-
cluding ceremony of courses organized by the Bago
Division (East) USDA. At the ceremony, he awarded
the outstanding trainees and Secretary of Bago Divi-
sion (East) USDA U Saw Maw Tun presented the
concluding certificates to the trainees. — MNA

Minister U Nyan Win being seen off at ‘
the airport. —vNa

FM leaves for ROK

YANGON, 23 May— A Myanmar delegation
led by Minister for Foreign Affairs U Nyan Win left
here this afternoon to attend the 6th Global Forum
on Reinventing Government and the 1st ASEAN+3
Ministerial Meeting on Creative Management for
Government to be held in Seoul, the Republic of
Korea from 24 to 28 May.

The delegation was seen off at the airport by
Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U Maung Myint,
Korean Ambassador Mr Lee Ju-Heum and depart-
mental heads of MOFA. —MNA

We believe that eternal peace will preval
in all the regions where arms have been e
changed for peace and, as a result, it will b
possible to accelerate the momentum of region
(development endeavours. J

L]

Egyptian delegation arrives

YANGON, 23 May— At the invitation of Deputy
Minister for Foreign Affairs U Kyaw Thu, Egypt
delegation led by Mr Ezzat Saad Sayed, Assistant
Foreign Minister for Asian Affairs of the Arab Re-
public of Egypt, arrived here yesterday evening.

The Egyptian Assistant Foreign Minister for
Asian Affairs was accompanied by Mrs Yassmin
Mahmoud, Economist of the Ministry of International
Cooperation of Egypt.

The Egyptian delegation was welcomed at the
airport by Director-General U Nyan Lin of MOFA,

Minister receives Indian gu

YANGON, 23 May
— Minister for Informa-
tion Brig-Gen Kyaw
Hsan received Director
(News) Smt. Arvind M
Singh and party of
Doordarshan news
agency of India at the
ministry on Theinbyu
Road this afternoon.
Also present at the
call were Deputy Minis-
ter for Information Brig-
Gen Aung Thein, depart-
mental heads under the
ministry and officials.
MNA

ests

T

Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt to the

Union of Myanmar Mr Mohamed Mohamed Minessy

and officials of MOFA and embassy of Egypt.
MNA

The best time to plant a tree was
20 years ago.

The second best time is now.

AHTN secon

d meeting at Traders Hotel

Information Minister
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan

eWS

Minister Maj-Gen Aung Min presents cash award

YANGON, 23 May
— The Second Meeting
of the ASEAN Harmo-
nized Tariff Nomencla-
ture (AHTN) Review
Committee and the Sec-

ond AHTN Technical

Committee Meeting were
held at Traders Hotel on
Sule Pagoda Road, here,
this morning.

Officials of the
Customs Department un-
der the Ministry of Fi-

nance and Revenue, the
ASEAN Secretariat, and
delegates of 10 ASEAN
countries attended the
meetings which will be
held up to 27 May.
MNA

receives Indian

delegation led by

Director (News)
Smt. Arvind M Singh

MNA
~— @



China opens special officé
for youth employment

Beuing, 22 May — China announced Friday the opening of a speci
office designed to help Chinese young people find jobs or start their o
businesses through international cooperation

The office was jointly launched by
the Youth Employment Network
(YEN) under the United Nations (UN)
and the All-China Youth Federation
(ACYF) as a YEN branch in China.

The announcement was made at an
international forum on youth employ-
ment held in Beijing, which was co-
sponsored by the ACYF, YEN and the
Central Committee of Communist
Youth League of China.

The YEN Office China will intro-
duce the successful models and ad-
vanced experiences of other countries
to China and collaborate with interna-
tional organizations to carry out youth
employment programmes in an effort
to help China's young people find jobs,
the Press release said.

More than 100 international youth
and labour workers, government offi-
cials from China and abroad and busi-
ness leaders gathered at the forum to
discuss how to promote international
exchanges and cooperation and help
build a harmonious society through
pushing youth employment.

Ismail Amat, vice-chairman of the
Standing Committee of China's Na-
tional People's Congress, said at the

opening ceremony that as a country
with a large population of young peo-
ple, China has always attached great
importance to issue of youth employ-
ment.

According to data from nationwide
sample survey of population changes,
China's total population was 1.26 bil-
lion at the end of 2002, including 283
million young people aged between 15
and 29, representing 23.3 per cent of
the total population, said a report is-
sued on Friday at the forum by the
YEN Office China, the Research Insti-
tute of Labour Sciences with China's
Ministry of Labour and Social Secu-
rity and the International Labor Office
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Visiting Japanese Minister of Economy, Trade and Industry Shoichi Nakagawa
(L) and Malaysian Minister of International Trade & Industry Rafidah Aziz
meet in Kuala Lumpur on 22 May, 2005 INTERNET

(ILO). The analysis report, titled "Chi-
na's Survey on School to Work Tran-
sition", said that in 2003, China had an
employment population of 744.32 mil-
lion and a registered unemployed popu-
lation in cities of 7.8 million, with the
registered unemployment rate being 4.2
per cent.

However, the report estimated the
real unemployment rate may stand at
6.1 per cent, of which, the estimated
unemployment rate of the young peo-
ple is 7.4 per cent. — MNA/Xinhua,

Bangladesh’s export earnings
rose 16% in nine months

DHAKA, 22 May — Bangladesh's export earn-
ings in the first three quarters of the current fiscal
year reached over six billion US dollars, an in-
crease of about 16 per cent over the same period of
the previous fiscal year.

Export earnings in the nine months (July 4 to
March 5) totalled 369.79 billion taka (6.16 billion
US dollars) against 317.72 billion taka (5.3 billion

China sees record high number
of overseas students in 2004

Beuing, 22 May— The number of overseas students in China hit
record high of 110,844, of which 6,715 were sponsored by the Ching
Government, the rest studying at their own expence, sources with the Chine|
Ministry of Education (MoE) said here Friday.

According to the
MOE statistics, overseas
students from 178 coun-
tries studied in 420 Chi-
nese colleges and uni-
versities nationwide in
2004. The total number
of overseas students

increased by 42.63 per
cent over the previous
year, and the amplitude
was ranked the highest
over the past ten years.

A MOoE official said
China has seen rapid
progress in overseas stu-

dents education thanks to
the persistent policies of
and specific financial sup-
port by the government.
As more and more coun-
tries have reached agree-
ments with China on mu-
tually recognizing higher

S

A textile trader measures cloth at a market stal})
in Beijing, on 20 May, 2005— INTERNET

- | education degrees, more
- | foreigners have chosen to
study in China, largely
because of its economic
power and growing inter-

US dollars) earned during the same period of the
previous fiscal year, Bangladesh's official news
agency BSS reported.

Of the total exports during the period, the pri-
mary goods fetched 18.72 billion taka (312 million
US dollars), BSS quoted data from the Export Pro-
hmotion Bureau (EPB) as saying.
se The total export price index during the period
kavas 2.33 per cent higher with 15.84 per cent rise for
primary products and 1.58 per cent for industrial
products.

The United States retained its position as the top
importing country of Bangladeshi goods, the data
showed. Bangladesh exported 27.68 per cent of its
total exportables to the United States during the
period, earning 1.69 billion US dollars, 20.5 per cent
higher over that of the previous year's correspond-
ing period.

The nine months' exports also fetched 61.81 bil-
lion taka (1.03 billion US dollars) from Germany,
40.14 billion taka (669 million US dollars) from
Britain, and 26.58 billion taka (443 million US

3

D

dollars) from France. MNA/Xinhua

Turkey to
open new
border gate
with Iraq

ANKARA, 22 May —
Turkey will open a new
border gate with Iraq af-
ter Turkish Prime Minis-
ter Recep Tayyip
Erdogan and visiting
Iraqi Prime Minister
Ibrahim al-Jaafari
reached consensus on the
issue during talks, the
semi-official Anatolia
news agency reported
Friday. The gate will be
located in Silopi Town of
the southeastern Turkish
province of Sirnak, the
report said.

The two prime min-
isters also agreed that
Turkey will train Iraqi
officers and soldiers,
added the report.

"Turkey's support for
the Iraqi Government
will continue on restora-
tion of prosperity and
stability in Iraq,"
Erdogan was quoted as
saying.—MNA/Xinhua

national influence.

In 2004 alone, the
government of Pakistan,
Thailand and Vietnam
gave financial support
to more than 200 stu-
dents to study in China,
in a view to cultivate
professional personnel
for further contact with
China.

The official said the
number of students from
South Korea ranked first
for a consecutive five
years due to the fast
growth of China-South
Korea economic coop-
eration, which has
brought abundant job
pportunities.

include four military civilians.

updated at 11 am EDT Friday.

Latvia one death each.

MNA/Xinhua

1,630 US soldiers killed
since beginning of lraq war

WASHINGTON, 22 May—As of Sunday, 22 May, 2005, at least 1,630 mem-
bers of the US military have died since the beginning of the Iraq war in
March 2003, according to an Associated Pressount. At least 1,244 died as
a result of hostile action, according to the Defence Department. The figures

The AP count is seven higher than the Defence Department’s tally, last

The British military has reported 87 deaths; Italy, 21; Ukraine, 18; Poland,
17; Spain, 11; Bulgaria, eight; Slovakia, three; Estonia, Thailand and the
Netherlands, two each; and Denmark, El Salvador, Hungary, Kazakhstan and

Since 1 May, 2003, when President Bush declared that major combat
operations in Iraq had ended, 1,492 US military members have died, accord-
ing to AP’S count. That includes at least 1,135 deaths resulting from hostile
action, according to the military’s numbers.—Internet
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Philippine police take measures

to curb illegal game

Mania, 22 May — Philippine National Police (PNP) Director Genera|
Arturo Lomibao Saturday said that he has imposed a "one-strike policy" under

which regional police commanders who fail to curb the illegal numbers racke

gambling "jueteng"” in their respective areas will be sacked immediately.

Under the policy, police officials will
berelieved from their post once a jueteng
operator, collector or bettor is arrested
in their respective areas of jurisdiction.

Lomibao stressed this will give more
teeth to the PNP's campaign against the
illegal numbers game. He did not say if
the " three-strike" policy started by Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal Arroyo was still
effective.

Under the "three-strike" policy, re-
gional police commanders were given
three jueteng-related apprehensions in
their areas before they are sacked.

The PNP chief said he is also ready to
face the Senate committee that invited
him to testify on the extent of jueteng
operations in the country.

He denied reports linking him as one
of the government officials who are on
jueteng payrolls of gambling lords.

The jueteng controversy is becoming
anational focus as ithas attained the First
Family with First Gentleman Mike
Arroyo and his son, Pampanga Repre-
sentative Mikey Arroyo, being tagged as
jueteng beneficiaries.

President Arroyo's brother-in-law,
Negros Occidental Representative
Ignacio Arroyo, was also accused of
being on the jueteng payrolls.

The local daily Philippine Daily In-
quirerwhich has been publishing expose
reports on corruption linked with jueteng,
Saturday quoted Senate Minority Leader
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. as saying he be-
lieved President Arroyo herself
"benefitted" from operations of the ille-
gal numbers game. A jueteng scandal
involving former president Joseph
Estradaresulted in his ouster from power
in early 2001. — MNA/Xinhua

"Egypt is in favour of
reform of the UN Security
Council, and wants to ten-
der their candidacy from
Africa for permanent
membership in the United
Nations Security Council
and their claim is reason-
able," Foreign Minister
Ramesh Nath Pandey said.

After meeting the vis-
iting Egyptian Assistant
Foreign Minister Ezzat
Saad El Sayad at the min-
istry, Pandey made a state-
ment by saying, "We told
them about our candidacy

for temporary member-
ship of UN Security Coun-
cil for2007-2008 and they
were positive on it.

KatHmanou, 22 May —

"Talking tojournalists,
Sayad confirmed the talks
with Nepali Foreign Min-
ister on their candidacy
for the membership of UN
Security Council and
added, "We are interested
in helping Nepal in the
field of agriculture, edu-
cation and tourism."

Meanwhile, Sayad had

Nepal to support Egypt for
' UNSC permanent membership

Nepal will support Egypt's candidacy for
permanent membership in the United Nations Security Council, a senior
Nepali official said here Friday.

chaired a joint meeting
with a Nepali delegation
led by Foreign Secretary
Madhu Raman Acharya.
Sayad arrived here
Thursday night for a three-
day visit to Nepal. Egypt
is the only African country
where the Royal Nepalese
embassy has been estab-
lished. — MNA/Xinhua

Iraqgi National Guard and police view the remains of a vehicle used as a

bomb in Baghdad on 20 May, 2005.INTERNET

Inter-Korean
talks to be
held on
15 June

SeouL, 22 May
South Korea and the North
Korea will hold talks on
Tuesday to discuss de-
tails of the South's delega-
tion for a ceremony in

CByongyang on 15 June ,
the Ministry of Unifica-

Australia keen to deepen investment
relations with India

MELBOURNE, 22 May — With a view to capitalize on the growing presenc
of Indian IT majors like Tata Consultancy Services, Infosys and Wipro, theg
Australian state of Victoria is seeking greater trade and investment relation

ship with India.

"There is immense
scope to further the trade,
investmentand technologi-
cal exchange ties in vari-
ous sectors like ICT, bio-
technology, environment
technology, advanced
technologies, food and
beverages," Victoria's
ICT Minister Marsha
Thompson said in her key-
note address at the Aus-
tralia-India Joint Business
Council interaction here.

About 15 top Indian IT
companies including TCS,
Infosys, Wiproand Satyam
already have their base in
Australiaand this relation-
ship could be enhanced
further, she said.

Victoriaalsohadagood
base of ICT companies and
with such complemen-
tarities, the two sides could
together had a lot to offer
to world, she added.

India's Commerce and
Industry Minister Kamal
Nath lamented the
abyssmally low Australian
investments into India and
soughttoreverse the trend.

"Indian investment into
Australia is much more
than Australianinvestment
into India. And it was time
forIndianinvestments here
to drive Australian invest-
ment into the country (In-
dia)," he said.

Citing the AT Kearney

report, he said India had
emerged as the third most
attractive investment des-
tination in the world and
was following one of the
mostliberal foreigninvest-
ment policies globally.
"InFDI, we are looking
for investment which will
create employmentand not
just replace Indian capi-
tal," he added. Nath said
while the country's prow-
ess in IT and software was
known worldwide, the time
was ripe for acknowledg-
ing its manufacturing
prowessintheareas of auto
components, pharma,
textiles and various other

tion said Saturday.
Under an agreement
reached at the just-ended
inter-Korean talks, Seoul
will send the delegation to
attend a ceremony mark-
Fing the fifth anniversary
of the historic summit be-
tween then South Korean
President Kim Dae-jung
and North Korea leader
Kim Jong-il, the South
Korean news agency
Yonhapreported.
Unification Minister
Chung Dong-young will
head the delegation and
also meet his North Korea
counterpart in Seoul from
21 to 24 June , the two
sides said in a joint state-
ment. "The South proposed
on Friday afternoon to hold
working-level meetings
to prepare for the delegation
and the North responded on
Saturday morning," themin-
istry said. Tuesday's meet-
ingistobeheldintheborder
city of Kaesong of North

areas. — MNA/PTI

Korea. — MNA/Xinhua

Three Romanian journalists
freed in Iraq after two months

BucHAREST, 22 May — Three Romanian journal-
ists and their Iragi-American guide were freed Sun-
day after nearly two months in captivity in Iraq, the

president’s office said.

The release came a day after five representatives
from the Romanian Islamic and Cultural League
travelled to Baghdad, where they joined Islamic
groups in Iraq in urging the captors to free the cap-
tives. “They are unharmed,” said Adriana Saftoiu, a
spokeswoman for Romanian President Traian

Basescu.

A group calling itself Maadh Bin Jabal said in a
videotape aired Sunday on Al-Jazeera television that
it decided to free the hostages after an appeal by
Romania’s Muslims and a Saudi preacher, Salman
Bin Fahad al-Oda. The three Romanians — newspa-
per reporter Ovidiu Ohanesian, TV reporter Marie-
Jeanne Ion and cameraman Sorin Miscoci — were
kidnapped in Iraq on 28 March, along with their Iraqi-
American guide and translator, Mohammed Monaf.

An earlier video aired on Al-Jazeera had shown
the journalists in handcuffs with pistols pointed at
their heads. Ion, a reporter for Prima TV, could be
seen talking to the camera and clutching her hands
as if pleading. In a separate audio message, they
asked Romania’s government to save their lives.

Miscoci, of Prima TV, said he would be the first
killed if the Romanian troops were not withdrawn.

Internet

Uygur tight-rope walker Aisikaier performs on a 30-
metre-high wire in Xuanwuhu Park in Nanjing, east

China's Jiangsu Province on 22 May, 2008NTERNET.



THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Tuesday, 24 May, 2005 5

Raf aircraft was downed by
_ _ guerillas’ missiles
ON BoaARD SPECIAL AIRCRAFT, 23 May — President of India A P J

Abdul Kalam Sunday said his meetings with the Russian leadership arld = -ONPON, 23 May —An RAF special forces aircraft that crashed in Iraq
the scientific community would focus on joint marketing of supersonic cruis¢ illing 10 servicemen on January 30 this year was shot down by guerillas
missile BrahMos to third countries besides enhancing cooperation, espgVith & volley of rockets or missiles, media reported Sunday quoting inves-

Kalam’s meetings to focus on joint
marketing of “Brahmos”

cially in the field of science and technology.

Embarking on a four-nation visit
with Russia as his first stop, the Presi-
dent told reporters that he would visit
various defence establishments, includ-
ing the one dealing with BrahMos,
which has been jointly developed by
India and Russia.

Kalam is the first Indian Presi-
dent to visit Russia after the breakup
of the erstwhile Soviet Union. The last
visit was made by the then President R
Venkataraman in 1988.

Father of India’s missile pro-
gramme, Kalam said he would strive
to enhance scientific cooperation not
only with Russia, but also with Swit-
zerland, Iceland and Ukraine and “es-
tablishing lab-to-lab contacts” would
be the thrust of his visit.

Besides this, he would also seek
the support of all these countries for a
United Nations Security Council seat
for India. Russia and Iceland have al-
ready declared their support.

their high skills and technology in dis-
aster management. “I would like to
study their quick responses to disasters.
Their disaster management is wonder-
ful”, he said.

In Iceland, a lot of scientific stud-
ies have been made in regard to earth-
quake predictions, Kalam said, adding
that he was interested in that too.

Kalam said his visits to both these
countries included a detailed study of
Systematic Earthquake Prediction and
Management and Response on Natural
Disasters respectively.

Besides the BrahMos unit, the
President is also scheduled to visit the
Sukhoiaircraft manufacturing plant in
Russia.

He would also focus on science
and technology issues in Switzerland
where he would visit the European
Organization for Nuclear Research
(CERN) in Geneva. A Statement of
Intent is expected to be signed in

tigators.

The first few mis-
siles deflected the defen-
sive systems on the
Hercules from the spe-
cial forces flight of 47
Squadron, allowing the
others to get through.

Investigators who
examined the wreckage
near the town of al-Taji,
40 kilometres northwest
of Baghdad, found
at least five points
where missiles hit the
aircraft, The Sunday
Timessaid.

As many as six mis-
siles and rockets, possi-
bly more, were aimed at
the aircraft and the
height at which it was

room for manoeuvre to
avoid all of them, the
investigators concluded.
The findings will be re-
vealed in a RAF board of
inquiry report due to be
published next month.

The crash, on the
day Iraqis took part in
their first democratic
election, was the worst
loss of life suffered by
British forces in Iraq
since the war began in
March 2003.

British officials origi-
nally thought the loss had
been much worse.

Only a few hours
earlier, the aircraft, des-
ignated XV179 had taken
about 50 men from G

Squadron, 22 SAS Regi-
ment, down to Baghdad
from the US base at
Balad. The SAS had been
using Balad as a forward
operating base for mis-
sions inside the Sunni tri-
angle, the heart of the
Iraqi insurgency.

A group of guerillas
from a group called
the Green Brigade, part of
the 1920 Revolution Bri-
gade of the Islamic
National Resistance, is
thought to have prepared
an ambush intended for
the return of a US plane
that had flown low over
the area the previous day,
the report said.

MNA/Xinhua

flying gave the pilot no
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The President said his main inter- | CERN.

est in Switzerland would be to watch

MNA/PTI
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Iraqi PM to visit Syria to
seek tougher border control

ANKARA, 22 May — Visiting Iraqi Prime Min-
ister Ibrahim al-Jaafari said Friday that he will visit
Syria to seek tougher border control to prevent for-
eign fighters from infiltrating into Iraq.

“There are some armed groups infiltrating from
Syria. We will discuss this issue directly with Syrian
authorities,” Jaafari told a news conference jointly held
with his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Iraq wants to strengthen ties with all counties,
but will never accept anything from any country that
will harm Iraq’s security and stability, Jaafari said.

Jaafari arrived here Thursday on Erdogan’s pri-
vate plane which Erdogan sent to Baghdad. Jaafari
visited Ankara in January as Vice-President.

Guerillas have stepped up attacks against Iraqi
officials and security forces since a Shiite-dominated
government was formed on 28 April.

More than 520 people have been killed over the
past few weeks. — MNA/Xinhua

Colombian

Navy seizes

one ton of
cocaine

Bocora, 22 May
The Colombian Navy on
Friday seized a ton of
cocaine in Pacific coastal
city of Tumaco in south-
west Colombia, said an
official.

The drugs were hidden
in two ships at a secret
port on the outskirts of
Tumaco, where the right-
wing United Self-De-
fence Forces of Colom-
bia (AUC) operates, he
added.

He also said the gov-
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A Japanese girl shows a poppy to her mother
wild flower festival in Tokyo on 22 May, 2005. Vi
tors at the festival enjoyed about 21 milli

' .

flowers, such as poppies and cornflowers, in fTIEurope.

bloom. — INTERNET

ernment forces ex-
changed fires with the
AUC paramilitaries at the
scene, but he failed to
mention if there were any
casualties or detentions.

The authorities seized
15 tons of cocaine in the
same area a week ago,
the biggest-ever seizure
of drugs in Colombia.

The authorities have
seized 50 tons of cocaine
this year.

Colombia is one of the
principal drug producers
and exporters in the
world, with an average of
600 tons of cocaine a
year, of which 100 tons
ptvare seized in 2004. The
Bidrugs mainly end up in
the United States and

MNA/Xinhua
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Festival goers carry portable shrines, marching through the court yard of a

temple during the annual Sanja

Festival, at Tokyo's Sensoji Temple

on 21 May, 2005— INTERNET

Pakistan to decide on Iran-India
gas pipeline by 31 December

IstamaBaD,, 22 May — Under pressure from the US not to go ahead
with the Iran-India gas pipeline project, Pakistan has said it would take a

final decision on it by the year-end.

“31 December is the deadline for a
decision on gas pipeline project,” Pa-
kistani Prime Minister Shaukat Aziz
told the media here Thursday.

Pakistan would decide by that date
whether it would go ahead with the
Iran-India gas pipeline or opt for ei-
ther Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Paki-
stan (TAP) pipeline or another pipe-
line from Qatar, he said.

Aziz said Pakistan was weighing the
three options to import gas from Iran,
Turkmenistan or Qatar, Aziz said.

He noted that Indian Petroleum
Minister Mani Shankar Aiyar has been
invited by his Pakistani counterpart for
talks in early June on the Iran-India
gas pipeline, which is to be laid through
Pakistan.

“The Petroleum Ministers from
Qatar and Turkmenistan have already

visited Pakistan to discuss the matter,”

Aziz said, adding Pakistan has already
offered India an “energy corridor” to
get gas either from Iran or
Turkmenistan.

Iranian Petroleum Minister is also
expected to visit here next month, he
said.

Pakistani Foreign Minister
Khurshid M Kasuri told the media in
Karachi as of now the Iranian gas pipe-
line project appeared to be the front
runner.

“At the moment it seems as if the
Iranian (project) is the easiest to im-
plement,” he said.

“Previously we thought that we
would not require gas for the next 20-
30 years, because of our own reserves
but now it is being depleted so fast
that we need gas anyway. So I think
there could be more than one at the
same time,” he said.— MNA/PTI
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Arroyo promises to let economic
reforms reach the poor

Manita, 23 May — Philippine President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo hag

promised the country’s poor, who make up some 50 per cent of the 84 milli
population, that her economic reforms will start to benefit them from their

next phase of implementation.

Addressing on Saturday the 2005
Visayas Area Business Conference in
Guiuam, eastern Samar in central Phil-
ippines, Arroyo said the first phase of
her economic reform agenda is com-
plete, with the passage of bills expected
to generate 80 billion to 100 billion pe-
sos (1.48 to 1.85 billion US dollars) in
additional revenues each year.

These include administrative re-
forms toimprove tax collection, a fiscally
responsible national budget and the open-
ing of the mining sector to generate
thousands of new jobs for the people, she
said.

Phase Two reforms will be focused
on the crackdown on tax cheats, in-
creased initiatives against graft and cor-
ruption, launching of energy independ-
ence and conservation campaign and
bringing the prices of prime commodi-
ties under control with the aid of new
consumer watch programmes, said the
President.

She promised that Phase Two would

be defined by bringing the benefits of
tough economic reforms to the people.

“With more revenue, we can invest
more in the vital social needs to lift our
poorest citizens out of poverty. I will
invest in a pro-poor agenda that includes
job creation, better education, improved
health care, electrification, roads, trans-
portation and infrastructure, to name a
few,” Arroyo said.

She said that as an economist, she
believes in creating strong macroeco-
nomic fundamentals to ensure economic
stability.

A strong economy built on a foun-
dation of social justice would ensure the
sustainability of development and
progress, she added.

“Improving the quality of life for
our poorest citizens is a moral impera-
tive that motivates my work every day. I
feel the pain of our poor as they strive for
a better life. They deserve a better life,

After his arrival here
earlier this afternoon,
Grimsson visited a local
seafood processing fac-
tory which has been doing
business with Blue Ice
Group, the largest Icelan-
dic seafood company,
since 2000.

Grimsson hailed the
success of such coopera-
tion between Chinese and
Icelandic companies,
vowing to further efforts
to boost fishing trade be-

tween the two sides.

“We have many lead-
ing fishery businessmenin
the delegation with me to-
day, and they are deter-
mined to bring great suc-
cess to bilateral fishery
cooperation between
China and Iceland,”
Grimsson said in a wel-
come dinner after meeting
top officials of Shandong
Province. Grimsson said
the fishing industry was
one of the priority fields of

Icelandic President visits
coastal city in E China

QinGDAO, 22May — Visiting Icelandic President Olafur Ragnar Grimsson
Friday promised to boost the cooperation of the fishing industry between
Iceland and China during his visit to the coastal city of Qingdao in East
China’s Shandong Province.

China-Iceland coopera-
tion as was agreed upon
by himself and Chinese
President Hu Jintao. The
cooperation could start
from Qingdao where there
is ahuge room for fishery
development, he noted.
According to govern-
ment figures, the seafood
output of Shandong in
2004 topped 7.18 million
tons, 120,000 tons more
than the year before.
MNA/Xinhua

and I aim to deliver it,” she said.
MNA/Xinhua

Kuwaiti PM
highlights

Int’l business women
forum successfully
concludes in Damascus

Damascus, 23 May — Organizers

on Sunday highlighted the success of

a two-day international business

women forum which was first ever held
in Syria.

The founder of the Business Women
International Society Ahmad Suleiman
said at a Press conference that the forum
has laid a cornerstone for a work plan
that enables Arab and Western woman
to improve and expand their works.

He said the Arab women have
achieved remarkable progress.

“They (the Arab women) can teach
Western women much things as well as
they are able to learn from the Western
women in various fields,” he added.

“The forum presented to the partici-
pants richideas on information, technol-
ogy, environment, health care and
projects management in addition to many

other issues,” said chairman of Eligo
International, Antony Baily.

“Women in Business International
Forum will contribute for a long time in
dialogue of civilizations and cultures
through the wide participation and inter-
action among businesswomen from dif-
ferent states,” member of the Syrian-
British Society, Ghaith Armanazi, as-
serted.

The forum, which was entitled
“Sharing Knowledge and Skills”,
wrapped up activities later in the day
with the participation of Syrian First
Lady Mrs. Asma al-Assad.

approval of
women’s

political rights

Kuwarr City, 23 May
— Kuwait’s Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah said
Sunday approving wom-
en’s political rights was a
“national decision”, the
Kuwait News Agend|
reported.

Sheikh Sabah made
the remarks while com-
menting on the positive
international reactions af-
ter Kuwaiti Parliament ap-
proved women’s political
rights.

MNA/Xinhua|

It was the first time that the forum
was held outside Britain and it attracted
more than 2,000 delegates and guests
from over 40 countries of four conti-
nents.

MNA/Xinhua

China to
launch 4th
health survey

Devotee wishing to rejuvenate their spirits and

minds duck under the 60-meter by 12-meter canvas
adorned with images of Buddha at the Enlightened
Heart Buddhist Centre in Wesak (Buddha Bathing)

Day in Ipoh, Malaysia, on 22 May, 2005.
INTERNET
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A worker collects eggs at a chicken farm in Vietnam’s southern provinc
Long An on 22 May, 2005-INTERNET

on children

BEuing, 22 May —
China’s Ministry of
Health will launch ahealth
survey of 120,000 chil-
dren in nine major cities
from June to October.

The survey will in-
vestigate the growth, nu-
trition and health condi-
tions of children, discover
the difference of chil-
dren’s health among re-
gions and between rural
and urban areas, improve
the system of child
growth evaluation and
find out the difference
between child health in
China and the rest of the
e Qbrld.

MNA/Xinhua

Two US soldiers killed in
northern Iraq

Bacupap, 23 May—Two US Task Force Liberty
soldiers died in separate incidents in northern Iraq
on Sunday, the military said.

The first died of wounds sustained in a car bomb
attack against his combat patrol just north of Tikrit,
130 kilometres north of Baghdad, the military said

in a statement.

Another soldier was fatally injured in a vehicle
accident near Kirkuk, 290 kilometres north of Bagh-
dad. The cause of the accident is under investiga-

tion.

The names of both soldiers are being withheld
pending next-of-kin notification.

As of Sunday, 22 May, 2005, at least 1,629 mem-
bers of the US military have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March 2003, according to an

Associated Pressount.

Internet
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In Myanmar society, the common phrase
“three-headed man” is quite familiar to the major-
ity of us. This phrase, in general, refers to the old
man who, having walked through many years of
life, is full of wisdom and experience. From him
the younger generation can learn many things of
value. Similarly, old sayings are like precious gems
to us. Some give us guidance in our life. Some
serve as motivation or inspiration or just a quick
reminder of what we are looking for. Still some
others tend to act as starters to get the ball rolling
and a few also tell us to stop whining about the
things we cannot get and to just focus on what we
can obtain.

In fact relevant old sayings avail themselves
in every corner of our life. They are very powerful
and still quite germane. In my opinion, a little re-
minder, once in a while, of some of those powerful
sayings certainly would not hurt. They might in-
stead bring about some positive results for most of
us.

The old sayings about life in general pose as
stimuli or incentives, encouraging us in times of
hardship and difficulties. “Life is not a bed of roses;
life is full of struggles” reminds us that we need to
be fully aware of the obstacles which we will face
and which will not be removed or overcome until
and unless we do something to put them away. It
is common for people to stumble and fall down in
due course of their life. “We learn from our fail-
ures”. “We should acknowledge what is wrong and
take action to fix whatever problem we are fac-
ing”. The important thing is “to get up and try
again”. What we think as bad may be “blessings in
disguise”, or “God must have some other plans for
us in His mind”.

During our bad days, we all should encourage
ourselves with the sayings every cloud has a silver
lining” and “after the storm comes the calmness”.
Even a child knows “after dark, dawn comes” and
“each night is followed by a morning”. After all,
“when there’s life, there is hope!”

When we were young, we learned the Scouts’
motto: “Be Prepared”. This short motto actually
seems as life-blood for all human beings, convey-
ing the message that we must prepare ourselves to
get us qualified or eligible for an opportunity that
might come up in a later time. Nobody knows what
awaits round the bend. In the face of a changing
world with advanced technology and globalization,
we need to improve our skills, whatever they may
be. We do need to polish ourselves and try to “live
Llife on purpose”, never letting it drift away. Unless

we are prepared, we will definitely lose the golden
chance when it really comes up since “opportunity
knocks only once”.

It is crucial that we must “strike the iron while
it is still hot” and “make hay while the sun shines”
because “time and tide waits for no man”. Besides,
“it is no use crying over spilt milk”. Unlike on the
computer, where we can undo an error, in real life
“what’s done cannot be undone”. It follows that we
should “let bygones be bygones” and think of a fresh
start straight ahead. In a classroom of my old school,
a card board on the wall said “There’s no make-up
test in real life”, giving a life-long lesson to the stu-
dents about the importance of the right choice and

N\
Regardless of the place, time anf
nationality of the doer, the main ingre-
dient in the recipe for success is ‘work
or rather ‘hard work’. Work may be,

cess, but definitely without work, suc

they said “it is only in dictionaries that

LaII work first and foremost.

attitude in as well as outside of the classroom.

Especially for the younger generation, the most
significant saying will be “You cannot cram for life”.
It is quite okay for a young student to “live in the
moment” but he must realize that “the choices he is
making now are the building blocks of where he will
be later”. In life, “being a success and being a win-
ner don’t just happen”. They said there are ways and
means to make them happen. The thing is we need
to know the rules and learn how to play by them.
Regardless of the place, time and nationality of the
doer, the main ingredient in the recipe for success is
‘work” or rather ‘hard work’. Work may be, some-
times not always, followed by success, but definitely
without work, success can never be expected. That’s
why they said “it is only in dictionaries that success
comes before work”. So we must all work first and
foremost. Otherwise, it will be like “we miss 100
per cent of the shots we never take”. Nothing will
come out by sitting tight and “waiting for life to
deliver”. In life we need to take “calculated risk” as
“nothing ventured, nothing gained” and “without
pains, there will be no gains”.

In relation to work, we must also realize that
“there are no shortcuts to any place worth going”.
Keeping in mind “we’ve to reap what we sowed”,
we need to try our best and put in the greatest effort.

7

sometimes not always, followed by sug-
cess can never be expected. That's wiy

success comes before work”. So we myst

In fact, “Hard work never kills a person” but “it
always pays off” and “there is always room at the
top” for those who want to show their excellence.
One thing to note here is “not to do anything by
halves”. For time-consuming jobs, we must be pa-
tient avoiding “less speed through more haste”.
Often “slow and steady wins the race”. Besides,
“Rome was not built in one day”. A reminder here
is to “work while you work and play while you
play”. Don’t forget that “all work and no play make
Jack a dull boy”. So we all try to “work and have
fun” because it is the only way to go in life.

Man is a social animal and cannot live alone.
Most of us were born into families; we grew up
among friends and our social circle widens with
colleagues from work place. As we go along in
life, it is always “better to have friends than en-
emies”. In our relationship with other people, the
famous saying “do unto others as you would be
done by” is the surest way to make us liked by
others. We also need to remember, on a daily ba-
sis, that “courtesy costs nothing” and “a soft word
can strike hard” because they are the keys to har-
monious relations and social success.

In addition, work place these days calls for
cooperation, collaboration and team spirit. If we
realize that “two heads are better than one” and
that “many hands make light work”, then we will
be ready and willing to take up partner(s) and join
in the project wholeheartedly. Going through the
difficulty together usually make colleagues become
close friends and “friendship multiplies joy and
divides grief’, the primary reason why people in
close contact with friends tend to live a longer,

healthier life.

Those with a variety of wants will never find
peace if they don’t know “to be content with what
they have”. Again those who are trying to reach
beyond their means must keep in mind that “any-
thing is better than nothing” and they should be
satisfied with “better half a loaf than no bread”.

One of the things to realize in life is that “we
don’t have to like everything we do”. Sometimes
we just have to do it. Likewise “we need to stay in
a place we don’t want to”. However, “we still can
bloom where we are planted, making our lives work
right where we are”. We are not supposed to “at-
tribute our weakness to fate”. After all, if we don’t
like something, we have the right to change. “If
we cannot change it, then we must change our
attitude”. “Every coin has two sides” and it is al-
ways better to “look from the bright side”. Surely
you will have a different view.

\
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Thai goods to be on show
in Russia

Banckok, 23 May — Thai products from seven
southern provinces will be displayed in Russia during
this week’s Thailand Exhibition 2005 trade fair.

This will be the first Thai trade fair in Russia,
which aims to introduce Thai commodities and goods
to the Russian markets, Panumart Malasri, director of
the export promotion centre for the seven lower south-
ern provinces, was quoted by Bangkok Postewspaper
as saying on Monday.

Some 80 importers, exporters and other compa-
nies from these provinces will run 120 booths at the
Moscow exhibition. Following the fair, a group of Thai
businessmen will head to Ukraine for trade talks with
its chamber of commerce and industrial sectors to
promote Thai commodities, including food products,
farm produce, garments, jewellery, souvenirs, con-
struction materials, electrical appliance, and beauty
and health services, said Panumart. — MNA/Xinhua

112 Soldiers caught in

snowstorm rescued in Chile

SANTIAGO, 23 May — The Chilean Army on
Saturday successfully found and rescued 112 sol-
diers who had been missing since Wednesday in a
snowstorm that has killed 16 of their comrades.

After the rescue, 29 soldiers remain unac-
counted for, military officials said.

The rescued soldiers were sent to their base
after a medical check. “None of them has medical
problems whatsoever,” said Army chief General Juan
Emilio Cheyre.

The soldiers were caught in a sudden blizzard
and went missing on Wednesday in the high Andes
near the town of Los Angeles, where they were on
a training exercise.

Cheyre said earlier on Saturday that chances
of finding more survivors were low due to tough
weather conditions.

MNA/Xinhua|

Gunmen assassinate senior

Iragi official

BAaGHDAD, 23 May
— A senior Iraqi Trade
Ministry official was shot
dead in Baghdad on Sun-
day morning after he was
leaving for work, police
said. Ali Mousa Salman,
a director-general of the
Trade Ministry, was
killed by unidentified as-
sailants in a driving-by
shooting attack as he was
driven to work in central
Baghdad, the police said.

His driver was also
killed and three other
people wounded in the

in Baghdad

attack, the police added.
More than 500 people
have been killed in an up-
surge in guerilla attacks
against officials and se-
curity forces since a
Shiite-dominated govern-
ment was unveiled on 28
April.

MNA/Xinhua
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Pakistani delegation calls on
CSSTB Chairman

YANGON, 23 May
— The visiting study
group led by Principal Lt-
Gen (Retd) Mr Javed
Hassan of Pakistan Ad-
ministrative Staff College
(PASC) of Islamic Re-
public of Pakistan called
civil Service on the
Chairman of Civil Serv-
ice Selection and Train-
ing Board at the latter’s
office this afternoon.

Also present at the
call were members of the

CSSTB U Nyunt Swe, U
Aung Myint and U Hla
Myint Oo, Pakistani Am-
bassador to Myanmar Mr
Muhammad Nawaz
Chaudhry, Civil Service
Selection and Training
Department Director Gen-
eral U Hla Kyi and pub-
lic service Affairs Depart-
ment Col Kyaw Zan Hla.

The  Pakistani
group arrived here by air
this morning. The group
members were welcomed

.-—_. _-_l.‘
CSSTB Chalrman Dr Than Nyun receives Pakistani delegation led b

at Yangon International
Airport by Director Gen-
eral U Hla Kyi, the Paki-
stani ambassador and
embassy staff and officials
of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. While visiting the
CSSTB office, the guests
were briefed by officials
on facts about the CSSTB
and the Ministry of Na-
tional Planning and Eco-
nomic Development. They
also visited the King Zafar
Shah’s Tomb. — MNA

3 b3
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Lt-Gen Mr Javed Hassan (Retd)vNa

Buddhist delegation back from Thailand

Myanmar Buddhist delegation being welcomed back at the airpourta—

YANGON, 23 May—
The Myanmar Buddhist
delegation led by Vice-
Chairman of State Sanhga
Maha Nayaka Committee
Agga Maha Pandita Agga
Maha Saddhamma
Jotikadhaja Agga Maha
Kammathanacariya Saya-
daw Bhaddanta Kesara

arrived back here this
evening after attending the
ceremony to mark
Fullmoon Day of Kason
(Buddha Day) and the
International Buddhist
Conference held in Thai-
land from 18 to 21 May.

They were wel-
comed back at the airport

by Deputy Minister for
Religious Affairs Brig-
Gen Thura Aung Ko, Di-
rector-General of Reli-
gious Affairs Department
Lt-Col Myo Kyaw and
officials. The delegation
comprised nine Sayadaws
and six lay persons.
MNA

Indian Information delegation tours
downtown Yangon

Indian information delegation

visits Khine Funiture Factoramna

YANGON, 23 May—The Indian
information delegation led by Direc-
tor (News) Smt Arvind M Singh of
Doordarshan News Agency of India
this morning visited the Shwedagon
Pagoda.

During the visit, they signed
in the visitors” book and offered flow-
ers, light and joss sticks to the Bud-
dha images in the precinct of the pa-
goda. Next, the information delega-
tion viewed round religious edifices
at the pagoda.

After that, the guests arrived
at the Union of Myanmar Federation

of Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
try on Merchant Street and met with
the UMFCCI General Secretary and
CEC members. They discussed mat-
ters on trade, tourism and industry.

In the afternoon, the visiting
delegation went to the Hlinethaya In-
dustrial City where they were briefed
by an official of Department of Hu-
man Settlement and Housing Devel-
opment on the salient points of the
industrial city.

Afterwards, the guests visited
the Fame Pharmaceutical Factory and
Khine Funiture Factory.—MNA

Agreements between Industry-1 and

S’porean companles mked

ii'd

Managing Director U Aye Mauk and Managing Dlrector of the L&Z Trading
& Investment Pte Ltd Mr Alex K Mani exchange the documentsustry-1

YANGON, 23 May
—Two agreements be-
tween the Ministry of In-
dustry-1 and two
Singaporean companies
were signed this afternoon
in the presence of Deputy
Minister for Industry-1
Brig-Gen Thein Tun.

At the signing cer-
emony held at the minis-
try, the agreement between
Myanma Pharmaceutical
Industries and Pavo
Tradings Pte Ltd (P&N Co
Ltd) of Singapore to pro-
duce intravenous injection

at the pharmaceutical fac-
tory project (Inraung) in
Kyaukse was signed by
Managing Director of the
MPI U Myint Oo and
Managing Director of the
PAVO U Win Ngwe.
Next, Managing
Director of the Myanma
General and Maintenance
Industries U Aye Mauk
and Managing Director
of the L&Z Trading &
Investment Pte Ltd Mr
Alex K Mani inked the
agreement to import ma-
chinery for ceramics and

household goods factory
in Kyaukse, Mandalay
Division.

On completion the
pharmaceutical factory
(Inraung) which is being
implemented in Kyaukse, it
is expected that the factory
will produce 2.5 million of
500ml intravenous injec-
tion a year.

Similarly, ceramics
and household goods fac-
tory of MGMI will produce
5 million of ceramics and
three million of steel prod-
ucts per year. — MNA

THE LD OF WYSNUAR

BEDERATION OF CHAKIERS DF CIdst RCE LIMDUSTRY

Officials of UMFCCI meet Indian delegation led by Smt Arvind M Sirgia



YANGON, 23 May
— Chairman of the Shan
State (North) Peace and
Development Council
Commander of the North-
East Command Maj-Gen
Myint Hlaing, accompa-
nied by Minister for Agri-
culture and Irrigation Maj-
Gen Htay Oo, Minister at
the Prime Minister’s Of-
fice Brig-Gen Pyi Sone
and departmental offi-
cials,on 20 May inspected
the cultivation of 15,000
macadamia plants and

500,000 coffee plants of
the command.

Next, they also in-
spected the research culti-
vation of Hsinshweli high-
yield paddy of the local
battalion.

The commander
and party went to
Kaukkwechaung Dam
construction project on
Kaukkwe river near
ManHsu Village in
Lashio. At the briefing
hall, Deputy Director of
Shan State Irrigation De-

partment U Kyaw Win
reported on tasks being
undertaken. Next, the
commander and ministers
fulfilled the requirements.
Afterwards, the
commander and party ar-
rived at land reclamation
project for high land culti-
vationin NarLyan Region
in Lashio Township and
attended to the needs. Ac-
cording to the project, a
total of 5000 acres of land

will be reclaimed.
MNA

YANGON, 23 May —
War Veterans Organiza-
tion Preliminary Confer-
ence 2005 of Magway Di-
vision took place at the
city hall of Magway yes-
terday morning.

It was attended by
Patron of Magway Divi-
sion WVO Chairman of
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Col
Phone Maw Shwe, mem-
ber of Myanmar WVO
Central Organizing Com-
mittee Director General
Col Sit Myaing (Rtd) of
Social Welfare Depart-

ment, military officers,
departmental heads,
Chairman of Magway Di-
vision WVO Supervisory
Committee Secretary of
Division PDCLt-Col Zaw
Thein and members of the
supervisory committee,
chairmen of Township
WVO Organizing Com-
mittees and those of so-
cial organizations.

Next, Patron of
Magway Division WVO
Col Phone Maw Shwe de-
livered a speech.

Members of WVO
Supervisory Committee

read out the report of the
Preliminary Conference
2005. Those present dis-
cussed national and po-
litical sectors, national de-
fence and security affairs,
economic, social and pub-
lic welfare sectors. Later,
the meeting chairman ap-
proved the five future
work programmes, passed
tworesolutions, approved
one matter and put five
matters on record.

The conference
ended with concluding re-
marks by the chairman.

MNA
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Diving qualifier held

=

Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint poses for photo together with the
winners ofdiving qualifier— NLm

YANGON, 23 May —
Chairman of Myanmar Ol-
ympic Committee Minis-
ter for Sports Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myint enjoyed
diving qualifier held at Na-
tional Swimming Pool on
U Wisara Road this morn-
ing.

Among the specta-
tors were officials con-
cerned of the Ministry of
Sports, the Chairperson
and members of Central
Work Committee for
Myanmar Women’s
Sports Federation, Chair-
man of Myanmar Swim-
ming Federation Dr Khin
Shwe, Vice-Chairman U

Tint Hsan, General Sec-
retary U Cho Maung and
CEC members, the Sec-
retary of Diving Subcom-
mittee, Assistant Direc-
tor of Sports and Physical
Education Department U
Kyaw Oo and members,
guests and enthusiasts.
After the
tournament,Chairperson
of Central Work Commit-
tee for Myanmar Wom-
en’s Sports Federation
Daw Aye Aye presented
prizes to winners Naw Ar
Say Hti who stood first
with 123.9 points, fol-
lowed by Hla Hla with
119.15 pointsin women’s

divingeventand Khin Lay
Nu with 112.5 points and
so did Minister Brig-Gen
Thura Aye Myintto Kyaw
Thu Aung who stood first
with 162.5 points, fol-
lowed by San Hsan Lin
with 139.3 points and Zin
Maung Htet with 138.75
points in men’s diving
event.

Next, Chairman of
MSF Dr Khin Shwe
handed commemorative
souvenirs to the minister
and the chairperson of
CWCMWSF and Vice-
Chairman U Tint Hsan,
the assistant director of
SPED and guests.— MNA

F&R Minister receives
Japanese guests

YANGON, 23 May— Minister for Finance and Rev-

Myanmar delegation

attends...
(from page 16)

standard and regional development at border
areas.Myanmar government is undertaking to realize
15-year plan for drug elimination from 1999 to 2014.
For the time being, it is implementing second five-year
project. Poppy cultivation dropped to 34% in 2004
when it was compared with 2003 as poppy substitute
development tasks were successfully carried
out.Similarly, poppy production went down from 2560
tons to 292 accounting for 88% fall when it was
compared with the last eight years. It was stated in US
Government Drug Strategy Report. MoU Six countries
are now taking cooperative measures on Sub-Regional
Action Plan so as to become a drug free zone. As a
result, the minister expressed thanks to technical as-
sistance of UNODC and wellwishers countries and
Myanmar will further cooperate with MoU countries,
he added. The meeting issued the Siem Reap Declara-
tion and the Presse Release. —MNA

Col Phone Maw Shwe addresses the War Vetdr|
Organization Preliminary Conference 2005 o
Magway Division—wmn~a

enue Maj-Gen Hla Tun received member of board of
Directors of Mitsubishi Corporation CEO Mr Masahiro
Abe and party at the ministry this evening. Also present
were Governor U Kyaw Kyaw Maung of Central Bank
of Myanmar and officials.—MNA

Seafarer Assistance (Novice) Basic
Training Course No 1/2005 opened

YANGON, 23 May—The Seafarer Assistance
(Novice) Basic Training Course No 1/2005 of Inland
Water Transport under the Ministry of Transport was
opened at the Myathida Thekkadan Training School at

pBstahtaung Port this morning with an address by
Managing Director of IWT U Soe Tint.
The three-week course is being attended by 129

trainees.—MNA

Managing Director U Soe Tint delivers an addressana
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YANGON, 23 May —
Actotal of 11 sets of fossil-
ized human bones as well
as some earthen pots,
bronze utensils, stone and
iron weapons, and stone
beads havebeenunearthed
in old Hanlin Town in
upper Myanmar.

Archaeoligists ex-
cavated the two sites in
the south and north of
Shwegugyi Pagoda in old
Hanlin TowninMarchand
April.

According to Ar-

chaeologist U Nyunt Han
and Palaeontologist Dr
Tin Thein of Yangon Uni-
versity who studied the
remains, semi-fossilized
bones found at the depth
of 16 ft were believed to
have been buried over
5000 years ago. The fos-
silized bones discovered
at the depth between 13 ft
and 11 ft were believed to
be about 5000 years old
and at the depth between
8ft and 7 ft were about
4000 years old.

Weapons of Stone
Age and Bronze Age have
been found in old Hanlin
Town. Moreover, earthen
pots and antiques found in
Bronze Age regions in
Myanmar are similar to
that of Hanlin region.

It is believed that
since the Stone Age and
Bronze Age, ancestors of
Pyurace had settled in old
Hanlin Town and their
culture evolved into civi-
lization.

MNA

k Palaeontologist Dr Tin Thein and party observe fossilized benesa J

( Semi-fossilized bone discoverd on Hill-25 in Hanlin ancient-eityina w

.-, -'I"'"«ﬁ" SR
Earthen pots discovered on Hill-26-mna
Education Minister receives Russia ( pSescarneaIons 6@~ o080l )
Assistant Foreign Minister | launches US e ? qulqgjoq . “qP %
of Egypt satellite from 0PODGO:§:G00|M ( J/ @q)
YANGON, 23 May— | noon today. Also present Baikonur

Minister for Education U
Than Aung received
Assistant Foreign Minis-
ter for Asian Affairs Mr
EzzatElSayed of the Arab
Republic of Egypt at
Dimond Jubilee Hall at

were Deputy Ministers U
Myo Nyunt and Brig-Gen
Aung Myo Min, Directors
-General and Ambassador
of Egypt to Myanmar Mr
Mohamed Mohamed
Minessy. —MNA

USDA CEC member
gives lecture

YaNGoN, 23 May —
CEC member of Union
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Association Deputy
Minister for Information
U Thein Sein this morning
gave a lecture on policies
of the State and progress

of the seven-point road
map of the State to the 95
trainees who were attend-
ing USDA organizational
course No 20 atthe USDA
organizational office in
Ward 6, South Oakkalapa
Township. — MNA

Thailand’s Money Expo
generates big business

transactions

Banckok, 23 May — Thailand’s Money Expo
2005 ended successfully here on Sunday, generating
business transactions worth more than 55 billion baht
(1,410 million US dollars), the Thai News Agency

reported Monday.

Itis estimated that some 600,000 people visited the
Money Expo 2005, held at the Queen Sirikit National
Convention Centre in Bangkok between May 19-22.

Local businesses joining the four-day fair included
banks and financial institutes, securities firms, mutual
funds and insurance companies.

MNA/Xinhua

Moscow, 23 May — A
Russian Proton-Mrocket
carrying the US DIRECTV|
8telecommunications sat-
ellite was launched from
the Russia’s Baikonur
space centre in
Kazakhstan at 9:59 p.m.
Moscow Time
(1759GMT) on Sunday, a
Russian Federal Space
Agency spokesman was
quoted by the Interfax
news agency as saying.

“The launch was con-
ducted according to plan
and the spacecraft should
be placed inits designated
orbit using a Briz-M
booster at 7:14 a.m. Mos-
cow Time (0314GMT) on
Sunday,” the spokesman
said.

The launch was post-
poned for one day for tech-
nical reasons, according
to the report. The US tel-
ecommunications satellite
was manufactured by the
US company SS Loral on
the basis of its proven
1,300satellite platform. Its
loaded weight is 3,710
kilos, and its designated
service life is 15 years.

MNA/Xinhua
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Syrian First Lady calls for education
poppy eradication reforms, gender equality

WasHINGTON, 23 May — Afghan President Hamid Karzai on Sunday  Damascus, 23 May — Syrian First Lady Asma al-Assad called on Sat-
rejected US criticism reported by US media that he has been unwilling to assertirday for education reforms and gender equality in a bid to promote

Karzai rejects reported US criticism on

strong leadership in efforts to curtail poppy cultivation in his country.

“We are going to have
probably all over the coun-
try at least 30 per cent
poppies reduced,” Karzai
said in an interview with
CNN’s “Late Edition.”

“So we have done our
job. The Afghan people
have done our job,” said
Karzai, who was to meet
US President George
W Bush at the White
House on Monday.

Karzai called on the
international community
to provide help to Afghan
farmers, who planted an
estimated 500,000 acres
(202,500 hectares) of
poppy last year. “Now the
international community
must come and provide
alternative livelihood to
the Afghan people, which
they have not done so far.
Letus stop this blame,” he
said.

Citing a cable sent to
Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice on 13
May from the US Em-
bassy in Kabul, The New|
York Timeseported Sun-

day that US officials have
faulted Karzai with reluc-
tance to enforce an Ameri-
can-financed poppy eradi-
cation programme.

“Although President
Karzai has been well
aware of the difficulty in
trying to implement an
effective ground eradica-
tion programme, he has
been unwilling to assert
strong leadership, even in
his own province of
Kandahar,” the cable was
quoted as saying.

Afghan’s Central
Poppy Eradication Force,
an American-trained
group, has destroyed less
than 250 acres (100 hec-
tares) of poppy since it
began to work last month,
and its original goal of
eradicating 37,000 acres
(14,800 hectares) has re-
cently been reduced to
17,000 acres (6,800 hec-
tares), according to the
report.

“Instead of blaming
Afghanistan, the interna-
tional community must

now come and fulfil its
own objective to the Af-
ghan people, and they
must not spend money on
projects that they cannot
deliver properly in Af-
ghanistan, and on creation
of forces that are not ef-
fective,” said Karzai.

He maintained that the
Afghan Government was
effective where it worked,
and accused the interna-
tional community of be-
ing “ineffective and de-
layed and halfhearted”
when the pledged money
and creation of forces for
destruction of poppies was
concerned. “We have
done our job. Now the in-
ternational community
mustdoitsjob,” he added.

Karzai also said he
was shocked by a US
Army report on abuse of
Afghandetainees, and that
his government wanted
custody of all Afghan pris-
oners and more control
over US military opera-
tions in Afghanistan.

MNA/Xinhua

women’s rights.

Addressing the open-
ing ceremony of the
Woman in Business In-
ternational Forum 2005,
Asma al-Assad said edu-
cation and gender equal-
ity are crucial to help
women succeed in the
business world.

Noting that the suc-
cessive Syrian govern-
ments have made educa-
tion available for every-
one in the country, the
First Lady suggested
more efforts be directed
to close the knowledge
gap in the different

social ranks. On gender
equality, Asma said it is
“far from being the ex-
clusive problem of devel-
oping countries”.

“Despite progress
since the Beijing World
Conference on Women
10 years ago, no country
has yet reached gender
equality,” said Asma, cit-
ing a global gender gap
study recently released by
the World Economic Fo-
rum which said women
in Mideast are unfairly
treated in nearly all areas
of society.

“If women are able
to reach their full poten-
tial in their personal lives
and careers, the most im-
portant thing is that
women must have the
education and the oppor-
tunity to enter the wealth
creating sectors and reach
the top,” she said.

The three-day interna-
tional forum, which
kicked off here on Satur-
day, has attracted more
than 2,000 delegates and
guests of over 40 coun-
tries from four conti-
nents. — MNA/Xinhua

Kuwait to collect unlicensed arms
Kuwair City, 23 May — With the expiry of the grace period on May 19 for
handing in and reporting unlicensed weapons and fireworks, Kuwaiti Interior
Ministry announced Saturday to collect unlicensed weapons within the next

two years.

The ministry warned
that all those who are
caught with unlicensed
weapons in their posses-
sion after the deadline will
be under prosecution for
violating the Kuwaiti law,
said the Kuwait News

Agency.The ministry has
offered facilitations for
citizens and residents to
turn in or report any unli-
censed arms during the
past three months accord-
ing to adraftlaw approved

(Parliament) in February
to search and seize illegal
weapons. The law ex-
empts penalties for those
who hand over such items
to the security authorities
within three months.

by the National Assemble MNA/Xinhua

International Business Women

Forum 2005 kicks off in Damascus

Dawmascus, 23 May —
A three-day international
business women forum
first ever held in Syria
kicked off here on Satur-
day.

First Lady Asma al-
Assad opened the forum
at the Umayyad Confer-
ence Palace and delivered
a speech.

The forum, for the first
time held outside Britain,
attracted more than 2,000
delegates and guests from
over 40 countries, includ-
ing the FirstLady of Egypt
Mrs.

Susan Mubarrak and
wife of Turkish Prime
Minister Mrs Emine
Erdogan.

The forum aims to
improve business wom-

en’s capability on devel-

oping the economy
through exchanging skills
and expertise between
Europe and the Middle
East.

It also will deal with
many issues on women’s
increasing role in various
economic, scientific and
social fields.

Training courses spe-
cialized in strategic ad-
ministration, financing
and banking plans, and
realizing a compromise
between private life and
work are scheduled in the
forum.

The forum is organ-
ized by the International
Assembly of Women in
Business with the coop-
eration of Syrian-British
Assembly.

MNA/Xinhua
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South Korean actress Lee Young-ae (2nd L
attends a meeting the fans event in Hong Kon
22 May, 2005. —INTERNET
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Three Romanian journalists
freed in Irag

BUCHAREST, 23 May — Three Romanian journal-
ists and their guide, who were kidnapped two months
ago, have been freed in Iraq, the Romanian President’s
Office said Sunday.

“The three journalists and their guide are un-
harmed and we will announce when they will return to
the country,” said Adriana Saftoiu, a spokesman for
President Traian Basescu.

MNA/Xinhua

EU backs Finland’s call on
Russia to stop intruding airspace

Hevsinki, 23 May — The European Commission
(EC), executive body of the European Union (EU), has

y @tpressed support for Finland’s call on Russia to stop
intruding the Nordic country’s airspace, local news-

Swede Flock scales
Mt. Qomolongma

StockHoM, 23 May — Swede Magnus Flock has
scaled Mt. Qomolongma, the world’s highest peak on
China-Nepal border, local media reported on Sunday.

According to the report, Flock has become the
eighth Swede who climbed up the peak.

Flock started climbing the peak with another Swede,
four Americans and a Frenchman a month ago. How-
ever, atthe altitude of 8,700 metres, his compatriot and
some other teammates had to go down.

Flock stepped on the top on Saturday morning.

MNA/Xinhua

Kuwaliti security authorities
seizes 397 kilos of hashisl

Kuwarr Ciry, 23 May — The Kuwaiti security
authorities have seized 397 kilos of hashish valued at
500,000 Kuwaiti dinars (1.7 million US dollars) in an
operation to foil the biggest drug smuggling attempt
for this year, the official KUNAnews agency reported
on Saturday.

Director of investigation Colonel Sheikh Mazen
Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah was quoted as saying that investi-
gators tailed a truck which entered Kuwait through the
northern border and then seized it at delivery location
in Rawdhatain, northern Kuwait. He said that three
smugglers were arrested and referred to concerned
authorities along with the seized drugs.

The official said that 95 per cent of drugs come
from Iraq through the military border point, as smug-
glers make use of commercial trucks passing through
the border by bribing drivers. He added that the secu-
rity authorities are exerting all efforts to crack down on
drug smuggling. — MNA/Xinhua

paper reported Sunday.

The EC said the request of Finland is legitimate
and regarded the incidents as intrusions into the air-
1space of the EU, Finnish commissioner in the EC Olli
Rehn was quoted as saying by the daily Helsingin
Sanomat

Rehn said he had reported the intrusions by Rus-
sian military planes to EU foreign and security chief
Javier Solana and EC President Jose Mannuel Barroso
over the weekend, winning the EC’s support for
Finland’s request on Russia.

The Finnish Foreign Ministry confirmed Thurs-
day that Russian military planes had made many intru-
sions into Finland’s airspace in the past months, and
the Finnish media on Saturday put the number of
intrusions at up to 20 times in the past 12 months.

Finnish President Tarja Halonen has said the vio-
lation was a serious issue and hoped for a thorough
investigation.

But the President said on Saturday the incident will
not affect the relations between the two countries,
which share a border of about 1,300 kilometres.

MNA/Xinhua
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ADDERTISEMENTS

TRADE MARK CAUTION
NOTICE

DELL INC., a company
organized under the laws
of Delaware, U.S.A and
having its principal office
at One Dell Way, Round
Rock, Texas 78682,
United States of America
is the owner and sole pro-
prietor of the following
Trademarks:-

DELL

Reg. Nos. 4/5419/1996
& 4/1433/2005

DE€LL

Reg. Nos. 4/5420/1996
& 4/1433/2005

Used in respect of:-

Desktop computers, note-
book computers, laptop
computers, servers, com-
puter peripheral devices
and parts and fittings
therefor; monitors, key-
boards, mouses, printers,
scanners, facsimile de-
vices, remote control de-
vices, projectors, co-proc-
essors, modems, hard and
floppy disk drives, tape
drives, CD read/write
drives, digital video read/
write drives, optical
drives, data storage de-
vices, docking stations,
battery chargers, speak-
ersand, electronic or mag-
netic cards and memory
add-ons, memory boards
and chips, cables and con-
nectors, all for use with
computers; computer op-
erating and utility soft-
ware all sold together as a
unit; personal and
handheld computers; per-
sonal digital assistant
(PDA), electronic organ-
izers, electronic notepads,
memory cards, compact
flash cards; smart media
cards, computer styli, bat-
teries, battery chargers,
digital audio recorders,
and digital audio playback
devices, mp3 players,
headphones, handheld
carrying cases, electric
power adapters, vehicle
electric power adapters,

keyboards, scanners, cra-
dles for recharging and
connecting to other de-
vices and peripherals,
electric cables and con-
nectors for the above com-
puter hardware and com-
puter peripherals, namely
modems, computer ca-
bles, handheld computer
with wireless e-mail and
wireless access to elec-
tronic communications
networks; projectors; and
electronic instruction
manuals sold therewith as
aunit for all the aforesaid
goods; for portable and
handheld digital elec-
tronic devices forrecord-
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ing, organizing, tran-
smitting, manipulating
and reviewing text, data
and audio files; computer
software for use in
organizing, transmitting,
manipulating, and review-
ing text, data, and audio
files on a portable and
handheld digital elec-
tronic devices; televi-
sions. (International
Class-9)

DELL PRECISION

Reg. Nos. 4/3296/1998
& 4/1432/2005

Used in respect of:-

Computers and computer
peripherals, monitors,
keyboards, printers,
mouses, COprocessors,
modems, hard and floppy
disk drives, tape drives,
CD-ROM read/write
drives, DVD read/write
drives, cards and memory
add-ons, memory boards,
and chips, cables and con-
nectors, operating soft-
ware. (International Class
09)

Any unauthorized use,
imitation, infringements
or fraudulent intentions of
the above marks will be
dealt with according to

Portugal, Spain to
unite in EU affairs

LisBoN, 22 May—
Portugal and Spain will
actinunisonregarding the
affairs of the European
Union (EU) by uncondi-
tionally supporting each
other’s stand, said Portu-
guese Foreign Minister
Diogo Freitas do Amaral
on Friday.

Amaral made the
pledge after meeting with
his Spanish counterpart
Miguel Angel Moratinos
in the Portuguese capital.

Portugal, a major EU
aid receiver, fears a lean
EU budget will deprive
Portugal of funds as the
EU may shift its assist-
ance to the newcomers of
the bloc’s enlargement,
Amaral told a Press con-
ference, saying Spain will
side with Portugal on the
budget issue.

Moratinos, mean-
while, said Spain and Por-
tugal will stand together in
the EU, pledging his coun-
try will give a full support
to Portugal on the budget
issue.—MNA/Xinhua
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV SEA MERCHANT VOY NO (567)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SEA MER-
CHANT VOY NO (567) are hereby notified that the
vessel will be arriving on 24-5-2005 and cargo will be
discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it will
lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and subject to
the byelaws and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

the Claims Day.

SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT

MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY

AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

law.
TIN OHNMAR TUN
BALAW)LLBLLMUK)
P.O. Box. 109,
Ph:248108/723043
(For. Lloyd Wise & Co,
Hong Kong)

Dated: 24 May 2005

Serbia-Montenegro pledges to fulfil
commitment to int’l tribunal

BELGRADE, 22 May —
The government of Ser-
bia-Montenegro has been
determined to fulfil all its

Macao’s average salary soars 16% in 1st quarter]

Macao, 22 May —
The average salary in
Macao Special Adminis-
trative Region (SAR) has
seen an over 16-per-cent
year-on-year rise in the
first quarter.

The latest figures re-
leased Saturday by the
Macao Statistics and Cen-
sus Bureau showed that
thesalary, in the first quar-
ter, averaged 5,680
patacas per month (692

US dollars), up 16.35 per-
cent year-on-year.

The average salary
has been rocketing for the
sixth straight quarter, ac-
cording to the official sta-
tistics.

Local economic ana-
lysts viewed that the
SAR’s economic growth
boost by the establish-
ment of a number of new
casinos last year. The
booming gaming indus-

try has since attracted
employees by high sala-
ries.

The monthly income
of employees in the gam-
ing business averaged
7,802 patacas (951 US
dollars) in the first quar-
ter, while in other eco-
nomic sectors lower than
5,000 patacas (610 US
dollars), the figures
showed.

MNA/Xinhual

commitments to the UN
International Criminal
Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia, said a senior
official here Friday.
During a speech to the
Parliament, Minister of
Human Rights and Minori-
ties of Serbia-Montenegro
RasimLjajic said his coun-
try will arrest and send war
crimes suspect, former
commander of Bosnian
Serb General RatkoMladic
to The Hague the moment
he is found on the soil.
But he added that all
rumours saying that
Mladic has been hiding
somewhere in Serbia and
Montenegro are incorrect,

local media of Serbia-
Montenegro reported.

Mladic is wanted by
the Netherlands-based in-
ternational tribunal, which
has indicted him for atroci-
ties in the 1992-1995
Bosnian war. Top UN War
Crimes Prosecutor Carladel
Ponte had repeatedly ac-
cused Serbia-Montenegro
and Bosnia-Herzegovina’s
armies of sheltering and
protecting Mladic.

Mladic’s arrest and
extradition to The Hague
have also been pressed by
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) and
the European Union.

MNA/Xinhua

Macao, Hong
Kong ink deal
on prisoners

transfers

Macao, 22 May—
China’s Macao and Hong
Kong special administra-
tive regions have sealed
an agreement on the
transfer of sentenced per-
sons.

Macao Daily News
the leading local Chinese
newspaper, reported Sat-
urday that security repre-
sentatives from Macao
and Hong Kong clinched
the deal on Friday.

The agreement will
enable the transfer of
Macao residents impris-
oned in Hong Kong to
serve the remaining terms
in Macao, and vice versa,
said the report.

The agreement will
help tackle cultural and
language barriers for the
inmates under custody
away from homeland,
Cheong Kuoc Va was
quoted by the newspaper
as saying.

Five Macao residents
are presently serving jail
terms in Hong Kong and
84 Hong Kong convicts

detained in Macao,
Cheong said.
MNA/Xinhua
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Ugandans leave for security jobs in Iraq

KampaLa , 22 May — A total of 100 Ugandans have left the country to take up jobs with a security
firm in the war-troubled Iraq despite Parliament’s protest.

Local mediareported
on Saturday that the re-
cruitsincluding university
graduates left Entebbe In-
ternational Airportat2220
local time (1900 GMT)
on Thursday aboard an
Emirates Airways flight
and had landed in Dubai
on Friday at mid day.

A Kampala lawyer,
Bob Kasango of Hall Part-
ners who contracted by an
international security firm
to recruit Ugandans told
the media on Friday that
the recruits were in Dubai

waiting to go to Iraq.

“T am in touch with
SOCSMG and we are
waiting for them to reach
Iraq. I can assure you they
will be safe,” said
Kasango.

Special Operations
Consulting Security Man-
agement Group (SOC-
SMG), a Nevada-based
security firm, engaged
Kasango to recruit people
for non-combat security
jobs in Iraq and other
countries throughout the
world. However, the re-

cruitment of Ugandans for
Iraq jobs has received
wide condemnation from
Parliament. The legisla-
tors argued that the terms
and conditions of work for
the recruits must be made
clear. The country’s Min-
ister of State for Internal
Affairs, Kezimbira
Muyingo told Parliament
that government was not
involved in the recruit-
mentexercise, adding that
the whole process is
strictly a private affair.
Kasango told jour-

nalists last week that the
recruits would be given
accommodation, health
insurance and a salary of
between 700 and 1,000
US dollars per month.
“Money will be sent
to their accounts in
Uganda and the firm pro-
vides insurance for the
employees. In case of in-
jury, a person is entitled
t0 300,000 dollars. In case
of death, the next of kin
gets one million dollars,”
said Kasango.
MNA/Xinhua

Beijing Airport to build advanced
baggage processing system

Bewing , 22 May — The Beijing Capital International Airport announced

its plan Friday to build China’s largest and most automated baggag

processing system as part of its expansion plan for the 2008 Olympics.

Once the project cost-
ing 200 million US dol-
lars is complete by De-
cember 31, 2007, the air-
port will be able to handle
27,200 pieces of luggage
per hour, according to the
announcement.

At the newly build
T3A tower, all luggage,
either outbound or trans-
fer, will be put to five
rounds of safety check,

said the announcement.

Besides, a special pas-
senger transportation sys-
tem with a rush-hour ca-

pacity of transporting 4,100
passenger per hour will be
constructed at the same
time.—MNA/Xinhua

Musharraf
denies second

term claim
IsLamaBaD, 22 May
Pakistani President
Pervez Musharraf on Fri-
day denied a minister’s
statement that he would
seek another term of of-
fice after the present one
expires in 2007, the local
news paper Dawnreported
on Saturday.

“This is a personal
opinion andnotmy opinion,
and I have never said any-
thing in this regard,” he said
when asked to comment on
Information Minister Sheikh
Rashid Ahmed’s statement
on the matter. Rashid said
Tuesday that Musharraf will
seek another five-year term
as head of state after his
current tenure ends in 2007.
Pakistani opposition parties
on Wednesday condemned
a statement by the govern-
ment that President Pervez
Musharraf will remain the
country’s leader beyond
2007, despite earlier indi-
cations that he would step
down by that time.

MNA/Xinhua

A lesser panda stands onits two feet at Chiba

Zoological Park in Chiba, east of Tokyo
on21 May, 2005.NTERNET

Iran threatens to
take Unilateral
measures if

E N-Talks fail

TEHERAN, 23 May —
Iran threatened on
Sunday to take “unilateral
measures”  if  the
nextround of nuclear talks
with the three European
Union powers ended in
failure.

“Europeans know if
the negotiations yield no
fruits at last, the issue will
go to a crisis that they
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cannotovércome and Iran
will take unilateral meas-
ures,” Foreign Ministry
spokesman Hamid-Reza
Asefi told reporters.

Iran and the EU will
kick off a new round of
nuclear talks on Wednes-
day as a last-ditch effort
to fend off a final show-
down.

Calling on Europe to
seize the “last chance”,
Asefi said Iran’s next
move will depend on the
outcome of Wednesday’s
discussions.

MNA/Xinhua|

Scientists find way to
combat multidrug
resistance in cancer

L os ANGELES, 22 May — A molecule previously
thought to play a purely structural and inert role in
cells is actually involved in multidrug resistance in
cancer, US scientists reported on Friday.

Using antagonists for this molecule, the research-
ers were able to sensitize drug resistant breast cancer
cells to chemotherapeutic drug treatment, said re-
searchers in a study published in anissue of the Journal
of Biological Chemistry.

Multidrug resistance is very common in most
types of cancers, making it one of the leading problems
in cancer therapy. It is often caused by an increase in
the cell’s production of proteins that transport drugs
out of the cell, preventing the drugs from combating

China's Press bans publications
containing false information

Beuing, 22 May — The General Administration of Press and Publicatior]
of China on Friday banned the publication and sale of 19 books that contai

“false information”.

All the books were
written in Chinese and
published by four Chinese
presses. The books are
mainly about business
management and market-
ing and violate relevant
national publication laws
and regulations, accord-
ing to an anonymous offi-
cial with the administra-
tion.

The official did not
explain what kind of
“false information” the
books have.

All publication issu-
ance houses throughout
the country, including on-
line bookstores, must stop
selling the books upon
receiving the announce-
ment. The administration
will carry out follow-up

inspections and release the
results later, the official
said.

This is the first batch
of publications banned
by the Press watchdog in
its nationwide campaign
of disciplining the pub-
lication industry, which
began in February this
year.

MNA/Xinhua

cancer.

In previous studies, the researchers led by
Bryan Toole at the Medical University of South Caro-
lina noticed that small pieces of a polysaccharide
called hyaluronan were able to sensitize drug-resistant
breast cancer cells to several different chemotherapeu-
tic drugs.

They believed that the polysaccharide oligomers
were binding to a receptor for hyaluronan (called
CD44) and preventing it from initiating a signalling
cascade that would result in drug resistance.

In their new paper, the researchers report on fur-
ther findings which indicate that hyaluronan increases
the cellular production of a multidrug transporter pro-
tein by binding to CD44.

Using multidrug-resistant human breast carcinoma
cells, the researchers demonstrate that hyaluronan acts
upstream and downstream of phosphoinositide 3-ki-
nase and that both hyaluronan and phosphoinositide 3-
kinase stimulate expression of the multidrug trans-
porter, MDR1, and induce drug resistance.

MNA/Xinhua
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Peru's forward
Piero
Fernando
Alva, right,
a4 and Japan's
midfielder
Yasuhito End

battle for the
ball during
their match of
the annual
three-nation
Kirin Cup
soccer
tournament a
Niigata
stadium,
northern
Japan, on 22
May 2005.
5 b Peru won the|

. match 1-0.

INTERNET

Japan beaten 1-0 by Peru in soccer friendly

Tokyo, 23May — Japan on Sunday were upset with a 1-0 home defeat )9h
Peru in a friendly for preparing the World Cup qualifiers.

Substitute Gustavo Enrique Vassallo
scored an injury-time winner to give the
visitors victory against the run of play in
Niigata.

"We didn't take our chances and they
caughtus onthebreak," said Japan coach
Zico. "There's no need to panic and
make lots of changes. We just need to be
more clinical in front of goal."

New Peru coach Freddy Ternero paid
tribute to his players after a morale-
boosting win in his first match in charge.

"We have only been together for three
days and Japan did dictate for long peri-

ods," he said. "But we showed discipline

Henin hopes for good
start at French Open

Paris, 23 May— Former world
number one and French Open champion
Justine Henin-Hardenne said she would
like to be at her best right from the start
when the claycourt Grand Slam event
kicks off on Monday.

The Belgian ace said at Saturday's
news conference that she had opted not
to play before the French Open just for
a good start.

"After winning in Berlin at the end of
three weeks of highly intense tennis, my
stress levels went down, and I've had to
pick myself up again since," said Henin,
22.

Henin won three consecutive titles in
Charlston, Warsaw and Berlin, which
ended on May 8 before taking two weeks
off the WTA circuit to prepare for the
Roland Garros tournament.

"I've learnt to deal with the ups and
downs, it's just part of the sport," she
said.

"I took some time off after Berlin to
avoid making the same mistakes as in
e past. I also decided not to play three
weeks running.

MNA/Xinhua|

Spurs down Suns in

Western final opener

WasHINGTON, 23 May— The San
Antonio Spurs defeated the Phoenix Suns
121-114 in Phoenix on Sunday after-
noon opener of the Western Conference
finals, helped by bench men Brent Barry
and Robert Horry's combination of 33
points.

Tony Parker poured in 29 points while
Tim Duncan added 28 points and 15
rebounds as the Spurs stopped league's
top offensive team.

Barry came off the bench to contribute
a career-high playoff tally of 21 points,
13 from fourth quarter, while Holly added
12 and seven rebounds and three assists.
Manu Ginobili chipped in with 20 points,
six rebounds and five assists.

Slowed by an ankle injury for much of
the post-season, Duncan and the Spurs
delivered an up-tempo performance
against the Suns, outscoring the home
team 43-32 in the final quarter and hitting
on 16-of-22 shots.

"He (Duncan) showed a lot of heart, he
doesn'thave hislift or the jump he usually
does," Spurs coach, Greg Popovich
praised the two-time league MVP.

MNA/Xinhua

and battled hard for the result."

Peru take on United Arab Emirates on
Tuesday in the second match of the three-
nation Kirin Cup before hosts Japan play
the UAE on Friday.

Japan play Bahrain away on June 3
and face North Korea in Bangkok on
June 8 in the final round of Asian quali-
fiers for next year's World Cup.

The Asian champions are currently
second in Group B behind Iran. Peru are
seventh in the 10-team South American
zone despite abright start.—MNA/Xinhua

Vieira urges Cole, Reyes to stay

Lonpon, 23 May— Arsenal skipper Patrick Vieira has called on Ashley Colg
and Jose Antonio Reyes to stay at Hibury.

The Frenchman skippered The Gun-
ners to FA Cup victory on Saturday,
taking the final penalty which clinched
the trophy in Cardiff.

Vieira is now looking for Arsene
Wenger to bring in a few new faces to
freshen up the squad for a fresh assault
on the Premiership title next term.

Despite Chelsea's dominance this sea-
son, Arsenal have been in great form
themselves and the number of young
players coming through bodes well for
next season.

The biggest doubts over Arsenal play-
ers are with Ashley Cole, subject of a
tapping up case involving Chelsea, and
Reyes who has been linked with a move
to Real Madrid.

Vieira has urged both men to stay in
North London if Arsenal are to come
back bigger and stronger next season.

"What is important is for us to keep
our players because that is the way we
will improve and of course if one or two
new ones can come in that will make us
even stronger, but the basis is to keep our
players," said Vieira.

"Of course it is important that players
like Ashley Cole and Reyes stay but it's
not for me to say because with all the
speculations about me last year I did not
receive any comments from the other
players. "But it would be nice for every-
body to stay, if we want to improve
every year the basis is to keep our play-

ers." Despite all the allegations follow-
ing Cole, Vieira insists nobody has ever
questioned his loyalty throughout the
case.

"Ashley is a very strong character, no
doubt about it. And of course I've had
some chats with him about it because I've
been in that position.

"But the way he has been playing in
the last few months shows how much he
loves the club and how much he wants to
stay at the club so I think if the club wants

Marseille’s European hopes damaged by Lyon
Paris, 23 May— Champion Olympique Lyon dented Olympique Mar-

seille's chances of playing in Europe next season with a 1-0 away victory in

Ligue 1 on Saturday courtesy of a superb Juninho goal.

The Brazil midfielder

twisted his way past three
defenders to score from
justinside the box 55 min-
utes into the game.
Marseille, who need
atop-four finish to qualify
directly for European
competition, slipped one
spot to fifth in the

b standings with one round

of matches left.

Lyon, who secured
their fourth consecutive
title with three games re-
maining, have 78 points
and will beat the record 79
points set by Nantes in
1995 and matched by
Monaco two years later if
they beat Nice in their fi-
nal match next Saturday.

"We're not on holi-
day yet," said Lyon coach

Paul Le Guen, whoisleav-
ing the club at the end of
the season. "We're a bit
more relaxed but we're still
givingitourbest, whichis
the best thing to do in our
position," he added.

Lille held on to sec-
ond place despite a 2-0
home defeat by struggler
AC Ajaccio.

The northerners lie
two points ahead of third-
placed Monaco, who
needed a goal in added
time by France defender
Sebastien Squillaci to
snatch a 1-1 draw at
Girondins Bordeaux.

Stade Rennes moved
up to fourth with a 4-0
demolition of Racing
Strasbourg that kept alive
its chances of playing in

the UEFA Cup.

The top two teams in
Ligue 1 go straight into
the Champions League
with the third-placed side
entering the qualifying
round of the showcase
competition. The fourth-
placed team will qualify
for the UEFA Cup.

Marseille, eight-time
French champion, has
won just one of its last 11
games and suffered its
third successive home de-
feat on Saturday.

Marseille must win
at Bordeaux in its final
game to have a chance of
making the UEFA Cupbut
its fate now rests on
Rennes who is a point
ahead.

MNA/Xinhua

to keep him they have to make an effort,
and that's normal.

"As players we have never had any
question about Ashley, we know how
determined he is and the way he loves the
club, he has been here since he was akid.

MNA/Xinhua

Adamek wins WBC light
heavyweight title

WASHINGTON, 23 May— Poland's
Tomasz Adamek captured the vacant
World Boxing Council lightheavyweight
title in Chicago on Saturday with a
12-round majority decision over
Australian Paul Briggs.

Adamek rallied in the closing rounds
of a scintillating battle and was awarded
the victory by two judges by scores of
115-113 and 117-113. The third judge
scored it a draw at 114-114.

MNA/Xinhua

Leonard Scott (R) wins the men’s 100 meter dash over Maurice Greene at the

Adidas Track Classic at the Home Depot Center in Carson, California.

INTERNET
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7:30 am 5:00 pm 15. News 9.15pm Amcel/mu%ic Bernie, Margaret, Jennifer-Aung Maw and Carol-Winston.
4. Morning news 5. msomorglcloped: 16. International news 9.25pm Welek]y sports | | |[Uncleof Jackie-Ko Pauk, James Jr, John-John-Trish, Candy,
7:40 am QBEa3(E: w8ofion 17. Weather report 9.35 pm Music for your Desmond, Larron, Deanna-Gabriel, Debl?ie—Anthf)ny,
5. Nice and Sweet song Beogs  (ocobmam:) 18. §&¢[ntencScodiol listening plea- | | [Cheryl Jean, Cheryl Anne, Pyhu Chaw-Chris and Hilary
. -oc3wad  (ocmdmogify “ e o P sure passed away peacefully on 22nd May 2005 at 182 Shwe
7:50 am cmeqcmc.uﬁ qoad0p —Walkmg on the i
< < (qogeva) Bontha Rd, Pabedan Township Yangon.
6. mgpu§pLPR (366:—‘]5) water
8:00 am 5:15 pm 19 Th dav's Together Funeral service will be held on 24th May at 9.00am
’ N 6. Dance of National - the next day’s 9 forever at St John’s Cantonment Church on Shwe Dagon Pagoda
7. Song of Yesteryears races programme lglgé)pmml}l’%‘{b/ Slogan Road and thence to Yay Way Cemetery.
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YANGON, 23 May—Ministry of Finance and
Revenue held its work coordination meeting at the
meeting hall of the ministry this morning with an
address by Minister for Finance and Revenue Maj-Gen
Hla Tun.

Also present on the occasion were Deputy Min-
ister for Finance and Revenue Col Hla Thein Swe,
Governor of the Central Bank of Myanmar U Kyaw
Kyaw Maung, heads of department and officials under
the ministry and others.

In his address, the minister stressed the impor-
tance for the officials concerned to lay down plans for
progress of finance and revenue which contributes to
development of national economy and to carry out
financial measures out of a sense of duty.

This was followed by a general round of discus-
sions.

The meeting continues on 25 May.—MNA

Minister Maj-Gen Hla Tun addresses the 2nd coord meeting of the Ministry of Finance and Reyenue.

YANGON, 23 May
— The Myanmar delega-
tion led by Deputy Minis-
ter for Progress of Border
Areas and National Races
and Development Affairs
Brig-Gen Than Tun ar-
rived back here from Cam-

bodia on 21 May after at-
tending Ministerial Meet-
ing on Regional Drug
Control Cooperation held
in Siem Reap on 19 May.

The delegation was
welcomed back at Yangon
International Airport by

Director-General
Progress of Border Areas
and National Races De-
partment U Than Swe,
Director-General of Edu-
cation and Training De-
partment U Than Win,
Police Adjutant-General

k_..-l

of | Police Brig-Gen Soe Win

Myint of Myanmar Police
Force, Cambodian Am-
bassador to Myanmar Mr
Hul Phany and officials.
The returnees to-
gether with Deputy Min-
ister Brig-Gen Than Tun
on the same flight are

| Joint-Secretary of Central

Committee for Drug
Abuse Control Police Col
Khan Aung, Director (In-
ternational) Police Col
Thein Kyi and Director of
PBANRDA U Nyi Nyi.
After receiving
ministers and deputy min-
isters from Myanmar,
China, Cambodia, Laos,
Thailand and Vietnam at
ApsaraHotelin Siem Reap
on 19 May Cambodian
Prime Minister attended
the meeting at Apsara
Conference Hall II and

Mlnlsterlal Meeting on Regional Drug Control Cooperation in progressiNa ‘ delievered an opening ad-

dress on the occasion.
During the meeting,
the ministers and deputy

he said Myanmar is not
only taking measures on
drugs elimination of its

ministers held discus-
sions on endeavours of
prevention and combat-
ing drugs among the
member countries.
Myanmar delegation
leader Deputy Minister
Brig-Gen Than Tun
participated in the discus-
sions. In his discussions,

own programme but also
cooperating with neigh-
bouring countries.
Meanwhile, it is
making relentless efforts
in the fight against drugs
hand in hand with China
and  Thailand for
enhancing the living
(See page 9)

Thanlwin Bridge (Tapar) is located on
Kutkai-Tarmoenye-Monesi-Tarshwehtah
Road. It is the shortest road linking Mude
and Laukkai Districts. The bridge is 600
feetlong and it has 16 feet and four inches
wide motor road. It has pile foundatior).
Super structure of the bridge is of reirn)-
forced concrete, steel frame suspension
type. The bridge can withstand 60-tgn
loads. — MNA




