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Established 1914

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan.

YANGON, 3 May— Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of
the State Peace and Development Council of the Union of
Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to His Excellency
Mr Aleksander Kwasniewski, President of the Republic of
Poland, on the occasion of the National Day of the Republic of
Poland, which falls on 3 May 2005. —MNA

Senior General Than Shwe
felicitates President of Poland

Senior General Than Shwe gives guidance to trainees of Myanmar and
International Studies Course No 7 of USDA..—MNA

YANGON, 2 May — Patron of the Union

Solidarity and Development Association, Chair-

man of the State Peace and Development Coun-

cil Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services

Senior General Than Shwe attended opening cer-

emony of Myanmar and International Studies

Course No 7 of USDA held at Pyidaungsu Hall

of USDA training school in Hmawby Township

at 9 am today.

Also present on the occasion were USDA

Patron Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Devel-

 Those with noble and deep political convictions
could bring genuine development to the State
Narrow-minded lackeys of colonialists could

not create the development of national history
There was no place for bigoted henchmen of
colonialists in history of national development

opment Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of

Defence Services Commander-in-Chief (Army) Vice-

Senior General Maung Aye, Member of the State

Peace and Development Council General Thura Shwe

Mann of the Ministry of Defence, Prime Minister

Lt-Gen Soe Win, Secretary-1 of the State Peace and

Development Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein, members

of the State Peace and Development Council, the

Commander-in-Chief (Navy), the Commander-in-

Chief (Air), the Chairman of Yangon Division Peace

and Development Council Commander of Yangon

Command, the members of Central Panel of Patrons

of the USDA, the ministers, the Chief Justice, the

Attorney-General, the Auditor-General, the chairman

of Civil Service Selection and Training Board, the

USDA CEC members, senior military officers of the

Ministry of Defence, the directors-general, the man-

aging directors, guests, course in-charge Lt-Col Khin

Win, course instructors and trainees. In his address,

the Senior General said the USDA member trainees

will  have  to  learn  situation of their own country,

*  ˚Only those with the concepts of Our  Three
Main National Causes —non-disintegration of
the Union, non-disintegration of national soli-
darity and perpetuation of sovereignty—can
create the history of the nation and can de-
fend the Union.

*    Our Three Main National Causes are the foun-
dation of the Union spirit.

(See page 8)

Dignitaries of State seen at the opening of Myanmar and International Studies Course No 7 of USDA.—MNA
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* Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative views
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

People’s Desire
Tuesday, 3 May, 2005

PERSPECTIVES

YANGON, 2 May—

Minister for Finance and

Revenue Maj-Gen Hla

Tun left here by air this

afternoon for Istanbul,

Turkey, to attend the

38th Annual Meeting of

Asian Development

Bank from 4 to 6 May.

The minister was

seen off at the airport by

Minister for National

Planning and Economic

Development U Soe Tha,

Minister for Health Dr

Kyaw Myint, Deputy

Minister for Finance and

Revenue Col Hla Thein

Swe and heads of depart-

ment. The minister was

accompanied by Gover-

nor of Central Bank of

Myanmar U Kyaw Kyaw

Maung, Director General

of Foreign Economic

YANGON, 3 May— U Nyan Win, Minister for

Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, has sent

a message of felicitations to His Excellency Prof.

Adam Daniel Rotfeld, Minister of Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of Poland, on the occasion of the

National Day of the Republic of Poland, which falls

on 3 May 2005. —MNA

FM sends felicitations
to Poland

Relations Department

Daw Myo Nwe, Director

Daw Ohnmar Sein of

CBM and staff officer U

Min Han Soe of the min-

istry. —MNA

F&R minister to attend
meeting of ADB

YANGON, 2 May—

Minister for Progress of

Border Areas and Na-

tional Races and Devel-

opment Affairs Col Thein

Nyunt on 28 April in-

spected office of the re-

PBANRDA minister meets USDA members

gional development in

Lashio in Shan State

(North).

At the office, offi-

cials concerned reported

to the minister on work

being carried out.

The minister pro-

ceeded to Lashio Town-

ship Development Affairs

Committee and heard re-

ports presented by offi-

cials on progress of work.

This morning at the of-

fice of Development Af-

fairs Department in

Thanlyetsoon, the minis-

ter met with  Union Soli-

darity and Development

Association members

who will make study tour

of Ayeyawady Division

and explained pro-

grammes of the study

tour. —MNA

YANGON, 2 May—

A Malaysian delegation

comprising officials of

Penang Province of Ma-

laysia and entrepreneurs

will visit Myanmar and

hold meeting in coopera-

tion with Union of

Myanmar Federation of

Chambers of Commerce

and Industry on Penang-

Myanmar Business Op-

portunities at Traders

Meeting on Penang-Myanmar
Business Opportunities

on 5 May
Hotel on 5 May.

Busniess opportunities

between Myanmar and

Malaysian entrepreneurs

will be discussed at the

meeting. Those inter-

ested to attend the meet-

ing may dial 381284,

321285 and 246495 at

No-504/506, Merchant

Street, Kyauktada Town-

ship.

 MNA

For the Union to be able to
stand tall in the family of
nations

The Union of Myanmar made up of 14
states and divisions is home to more than 100
national races whose forefathers had always
lived together in unity and amity for ages.
Therefore, all the national races of the Union
are required to continue living together for ever
in unity and amity like their forefathers, safe-
guarding independence and sovereignty and
striving for national development through their
united strength.

During his visit to Kachin State, Secre-
tary-1 of the State Peace and Development
Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein met with depart-
mental personnel, townselders and members
of social organizations on 26 April and at the
meeting the Secretary-1 said that each and
every citizen had two inborn duties, viz to
defend their motherland and to strive for its
development.

In carrying out the duty of national de-
fence, it is necessary for all citizens to defend
our national policy — Non-disintegration of
the Union, Non-disintegration of national soli-
darity and Perpetuation of sovereignty. It is
an inborn duty of all the national people of the
Union to crush any attempt to encroach upon
national independence and sovereignty. In ad-
dition, they ought to lend themselves to the
task of implementing political, economic and
social objectives.

Myanmar was once one of the top na-
tions in Southeast Asia. But, soon after regain-
ing independence, due to armed insurgency,
legacy of colonialists, the nation was not in a
position to carry out development work. As
such, Myanmar was left behind her neighbours.

Nowadays, as peace and stability is pre-
vailing all over the nation, the government and
the people are working hand in hand so hard
that the nation is enjoying a rapid develop-
ment in all spheres. Therefore, we would like
to call on the entire national people to do their
bit so that the nation will be able to stand tall
in the family of nations.

All this needs to be known
* Do not be frightened whenever

intimidated
* Do not be bolstered whenever flattered
* Do not be softened whenever appeased

Minister Col Thein Nyunt gives a speech in meeting with USDA members. —PBANRDA

CASH DONATED TO HNINZIGON HOME FOR THE AGED:
Maha Upasika Bangkok Sitthipol of Thailand

donates K 535,000 for the Hninzigon Home for
the Aged through Joint Treasurer U Maung

Maung Gyi and member U Chit Myaing
recently.—H

Minister Maj-Gen Hla Tun being seen off at the airport. —MNA
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Japanese PM arrives in Pakistan
on two-day official visit

 ISLAMABAD ,  1  May   —  Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi Saturday arrived in Islamabad from
New Delhi on a two-day official visit for talks on bilateral relations and regional and international issues.

 During his stay,

Koizumi will call on

President General Pervez

Musharraf and hold official

talks with his Pakistani

counterpart Shaukat Aziz,

likely covering nuclear

proliferation, Tokyo's

economic assistance to

Islamabad as well as the

UN reforms.

 Koizumi will make a

formal announcement

about the resumption of  the

Official Development

Assistance to Islamabad,

said Japanese Ambassador

Nobuaka Tanaka Wed-

nesday at a news briefing

here. Pakistan had been

receiving roughly 500

million US dollars of

Japanese assistance

annually prior to 1998

when it conducted

nuclear tests.

 Koizumi will also

raise the nuclear

proliferation issue with

the Pakistani leadership

since Japan has serious

reservations about the

alleged Islamabad-

Pyongyang cooperation

in nuclear technology,

the ambassador added.

 He, however, said

Japan will not link its

planned resumption of  the

Yen Package Loan to

Islamabad with the nuclear

issue. Despite having

serious concerns over

nuclear matters, Japan has

decided to  resume the

annual assistance suspended

in 1998, he noted.

 Besides, a number of

bilateral agreements will be

signed during  Koizumi's

visit, including 88-million-

dollar grant for a water

supply scheme and a barrage

project, according to the

ambassador.

 English-language

newspaper The Nation

Saturday quoted an

unnamed official as saying

that the focus of Koizumi's

talks with the Pakistani

leadership will be on the

UN reforms and he would

seek Pakistan's support for

Japan's bid to get the

permanent UN Security

Council seat.

 The official said

Pakistan is unlikely to

announce its support for

Tokyo's permanent seat in

the UN Security Council

in response to Koizumi's

request. Islamabad is

against the increase in

permanent UN Security

Council members as it

does not want more

centres of privileges in the

United Nations, he

explained.

 Koizumi late Thursday

kicked off his six-day visit

to four Asian and European

countries, India, Pakistan,

Luxembourg and the

Netherlands.

MNA/Xinhua

ASEAN 4 countries to
strengthen air links

 PHNOM PENH, 1 May  — Four new members of

ASEAN will strengthen their air links to promote air

transport, cargo services and tourism among the four

countries.

 The four, Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam,

agreed to make a priority of opening direct air links

between Myanmar and the three other member countries

at the three-day meeting ended on Friday, local media

reported on Saturday.

 Airlines operating in the four countries were asked

to conduct market surveys to assess the possibility of

the proposal.

 "Our four are making efforts to strengthen the

cooperation on civil aviation industry in order to

integrate our civil aviation into our other members,"

said Sinn Chansereyvutha, director of planning and

policy at the State Secretariat of Civil Aviation.

 The cooperation will benefit Cambodia's air

transport and tourism, as well as the revenue. Total

income earned from Cambodia's civil aviation and

related services was over 25 million US dollars in

2004, The Cambodia Daily reported.

 More than 18,000 airline travelled through

Cambodian airspace last year, and 14 foreign airlines

now serve the country's two international airports,

accounting for some 445 flights each week, according

to a report of civil aviation secretariat. More than 1

million people visited Cambodia last year.

MNA/Xinhua

Vietnam celebrates reunification day
 HO CHI  M INH  CITY  (Vietnam), 1 May  — Military parades showing

Vietnam's collective Army power, and matches of various local sectors such
as banking, tourism, and garments, expressing the country's economic
development in the industrialization and modernization cause, attracted
more than 50,000 people to a solemn ceremony of the 30th anniversary of the
country's reunification day in Le Duan boulevard on Saturday.

 Giant billboards of

Vietnam's late president

Ho Chi Minh dominated

the parade, which were

followed by matches of

representatives of security

forces, students and

workers with red flags and

colourful flowers

adjoining the street toward

the Reunification Palace.

 Thirty years ago, tanks

of the Vietnam People's

Army, on 30 April,

crashed through the

presidential palace of the

Saigon regime based in

Ho Chi Minh City,

formerly Saigon, just

before the US-backed

South Vietnamese

Government surrendered

to North Vietnam.

 Addressing at the

ceremony, Nguyen Minh

Triet, Party secretary of

Ho Chi Minh City said

that the victory of 30 April,

1975 opened a new era

for the Vietnamese

people. This is the

victory of the

revolutionary heroism,

of Vietnam's stuff and

intellect.

 Bringing into full

play the strength and

unity in the wartime, the

city determines to accelerate

industrialization and

modernization to become

Vietnam's centre of

industry, service, science

and technology, Triet

stressed.

MNA/Xinhua

Woori gets approval to open
office in Shanghai

 SEOUL, 1 May — Woori Bank, South Korea's
second-largest lender, said Friday it has received
approval from China's bank regulators to open an
office in Shanghai's special financial district.

 The lender has been given the go-ahead to open its

office in Puxi, western Shanghai, making it the first South

Korean lender to  enter the special financial district.

 Woori, Shinhan, Hana and Korea Exchange Bank

now operate branches in Shanghai, but not in the Puxi

area. Woori opened its Shanghai branch        in 1995.

 "We plan to open the office in early June and

expand our currency operation," the lender said in a

statement.  Woori is the flagship of the state-owned

Woori Finance Holdings Co, South Korea's third-

largest financial services group.  —  MNA/Xinhua

SRINAGAR , 1 May — As part of the efforts to further strengthen Sino-
Indian ties, a meeting between military delegations of the two countries was
held at the Chinese Moldo garrison, a defence spokesman said here Friday.

Indian, Chinese military
delegations meet

He said the meeting assumes

significance in view of the improved

relations between the two countries

following the visit of the Chinese

Premier to India early this month.

Addressing the meeting

Thursday, the Indian delegation led by

Brigadier Nanvendra Singh highlighted

India's commitment to the principles of

International Labour Organization and

stressed on the need to follow the

principles of Panchsheel which has been

the guiding spirit for improving Sino-

Indian ties.

The Chinese delegation was led

by Colonel Dong Guohua.

"Such friendly interactions are

clear signs of enhanced mutual trust and

friendship gradually building up

between the border representative

institutions of both sides," the

spokesman said.

 Border personnel meetings are

held four times a year between the Indian

and Chinese military delegations in

order to build confidence between the

troops at local level and also to ensure

peace and tranquility as per agreement

of 1993, he said.

 MNA/PTI

A Chinese man

checks a laptop in

front of a Lenovo

sign at a computer

shop in Beijing  on 2

May, 2005.

INTERNET

Bangladeshi women freeing dust from rice in the wind at their Dhammrai
village, 40 km (25 miles) from the capital Dhaka recently .—INTERNET
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China awards nearly 3,000
model workers

 BEIJING , 1 May  — The Chinese Government commended a total of 2,969
national labour heroes and advanced workers, including basketball player
Yao Ming and track and field athlete Liu Xiang, at a grand rally held here
Saturday on the eve of 1 May ,  the International Labour Day.

Indonesia mulls incentives
for gas investment

JAKARTA , 1 May  — In a bid to increase gas output and secure domestic
supply, the Indonesian Government is planning to draft another incentive
package to lure investors to exploit the country's marginal gas fields, an
official has said.

 President Hu Jintao, Premier Wen

Jiabao and other Chinese leaders

attended the rally and awarded the

winners.

 In his speech at the rally, Hu said that

workers, farmers and other working

people from all social strata all have

made lofty contributions in pushing

forward social advancement and

building a  relatively affluent society.

Their enthusiasm and hard-working

attitude should be popularized and

carried forward, he said.

 Rocket superstar Yao Ming, the 2.29-

metre centre for the US National

Basketball League's Houston Rockets,

and Olympic gold medal hurdler Liu

Xiang, who had incurred much

disagreement with the rank and file, are

also among the winners, but they did not

show up.

 The nomination has drawn

enthusiastic response around the country

since the first release of their namelist

on 14 April . Some argued the award was

meant to given ordinary workers, instead

of social celebrities.

 "We believe anyone who has

contributed tremendously to social

development, whatever his rank or

whatever field of profession he specializes

in, is worthy to the title of 'model worker',"

said Yin Weimin, deputy director of the

Judging Panel, told Xinhua on a  previous

occasion.

 Among those rewarded along with her,

more than 1,400 of them, or nearly 50 per

cent, are workers from industrial

enterprises and other businesses, more

than 600 are farmers in rural area, and

about 800 are functionaries in the sphere

of social administration,  as well as

workers involved in public service.

 Approximately 30 private business

owners and 23 migrant workers  from

China's rural areas have been granted the

honour for the first  time.

 MNA/Xinhua

FBI
helicopter
crashes

 WASHINGTON, 1 May  —

A helicopter of the US

Federal Bureau of

Investigation (FBI)

crashed last Wednesday

during a training exercise

in the eastern state of

Virginia, the FBI said on

Saturday.

 The chopper, a

McDonnell Douglas 530

Little Bird, was being used

in a Hostage Rescue Team

"fast rope" training

exercise when the

accident occurred at a

firearms range at the FBI

Academy, located at the

Marine Corps Base,

Quantico, a statement

posted on the FBI's web

site said.

 MNA/Xinhua

 Upstream Oil and Gas

Executive Agency (BP

Migas) chairman

Kardaya Warnika was

quoted Saturday by The
Jakarta Post as saying

although the details of the

incentive package were

being studied, one

definite requirement

would be for the output

to be sold on the  domestic

market.

 "Within one or two

months we will come up

with a more concrete

proposal," Kardaya

said.

 Potential marginal gas

fields are situated offshore

Java, offshore and onshore

Sumatra and East Java,

said Kardaya.

 "We are yet to make a

genuine inventory of the

potential," Kardaya said.

 He said the incentive

might not be similar to that

given to the  small oil field

operators.

 Only recently, to reach

its target of increasing

crude oil output to 1.3

million barrels per day

from the less than one

million bpd currently, the

government launched an

incentive scheme  for

operators of marginal oil

fields.

 Oil operators of such

fields — fields with a rate

of return of  less than 15

per cent and located within

a producing block— will

be able to recover 20 per

cent more of the costs

incurred on top of  the 100

per cent already stipulated

in their contracts.

 At least eight oil

companies, including PT

Medco Energi Inter-

national, BP Plc, Caltex

Pacific Indonesia and

Energi Mega Persada,

have submitted appli-

cations to work in 30

marginal fields  located

within their operational

areas.

 Indonesia has a massive

reserve of gas, one of the

world's largest, estimated

to be 188.34 trillion

standard cubic feet (tscf),

although annually, the

country only manages to

produce about three tscf,

some half of which is

exported.

 The government has

said that local industries

as well as power plants

needed to rely more on

gas, amid record-high oil

prices and  surging state

subsidies, and concerns

over the availability of the

conventional fuel in the

future.

Badawi says Malaysia
continues to fight corruption
 KUALA  LUMPUR,  1 May — Malaysia would continue

with its anti-corruption strategy which consisted of
two main elements — preventive and punitive, Prime
Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi said on Friday.

 "The preventive aspect of my strategy can itself be

broken into two fundamental approaches. The first

approach is to close the gap or opportunities for corrupt

activities and the second is to inculcate individuals

with noble values, ethics and personal integrity," the

Prime Minister said in his keynote address on the final

day of the two-day World Ethics and Integrity Forum

here.

 He said the government was instituting various

measures to increase transparency and accountability

in the public sector, and  among them was public

procurement through the tender system.

 "Going forward, I have directed that all government

linked companies to review their procurement systems

so as to be more transparent and accountable," said

Abdullah, who is also the Home Minister.

 On the punitive aspect of the anti-corruption drive,

he said, he had given firm directive to the Anti-

Corruption Agency (ACA) to  carry out their

investigations without fear or favour.—  MNA/Xinhua     MNA/Xinhua

Two car bombs kill three,
wound 13 in Baghdad
 BAGHDAD, 1 May— Two car bombs targeting a

military convoy and a politician in eastern and western

Baghdad on Saturday killed three people and wounded

13 others, police said.

One car bomb was detonated near a joint Iraqi

and US military convoy in Zayouna District in eastern

Baghdad, killing two civilians, one of them a child, and

wounding 10 others, the police said.

In a statement posted on an Islamic web site, the

al-Qaeda wing in Iraq claimed responsibility for the

attack.

The second car bombing happened when a

bomber blew up his car near a convoy of the head of an

Iraqi Shiite party in western Baghdad, killing one of his

bodyguards and wounding three others.

Six civilian cars were damaged in the attack,

which took place at about 2.00 pm (1000 GMT).

Witnesses said the US troops arriving at the

scene opened fire and killed a passerby, but the US

military did not comment on the claim. The Qatar-

based al-Jazeera TV channel reported a third car bomb

attack, which targeted a passing US military convoy in

Hathra neighbourhood in western Baghdad, without

giving further details.— MNA/Xinhua

Local super-market

employees push

trolleys loaded with

goods as they

participate in a parade

during official

celebrations held in

front of the former

southern presidential

palace in Ho Chi Minh

City, on 30 April 2005.

INTERNET

The scene of a car bomb explosion in Baghdad 2 May, 2005.—INTERNET
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India, Japan to usher in a
“New Asian Era”

NEW DELHI , 1 May — India and Japan on Friday resolved to usher in a
"New Asian Era" to promote the vision of an Asian Economic Community
as an "Arc of Advantage and Prosperity".

FM says Pakistan never comes
under external pressure

 ISLAMABAD , 1 May— Pakistani Foreign Minis-
ter Khurshid Mehmood Kasuri has said Pakistan
is a sovereign country  and it never came under
any external pressure.

 Kasuri said that Pakistan's improving relations with

the European Union will not affect its ties with the

United States,  state media reported here on Friday.

 "I think its effect will be positive and our relations

will further improve with European Union and the

United States," the  official Associated Press of Paki-
stan quoted the Minister as  saying. For example, he

said, even having good relations with the United States,

Pakistan differed from US stance in Iraq's case.

 "We have refused to send our Army to Iraq and

we do not support US attack on Iraq," the minister

said. He said Pakistan is a developing country and

peace is necessary for its development.

 "No foreign investment takes place where there is

tension or  lawlessness," he said, adding, "our poli-

cies and actions are in  the interest of our country

and we are not under any pressure".  — MNA/Xinhua

 In a joint statement signed by Prime

Minister Manmohan Singh and visit-

ing Japanese Premier Junichiro

Koizumi, the two leaders said both

sides will take several measures for

tapping the complementarities of the

two economies and enhance bilateral

trade.

 The two countries will make a spe-

cial effort to encourage level of invest-

ment by Japanese companies in India,

the statement said.

 India, the largest recipient of offi-

cial development assistance from Japan,

confirmed that the ODA will continue

to be utilized to support the country's

efforts at accelerated economic devel-

opment, particularly in infrastructure.

 The two governments' agreed in prin-

ciple to resume the Japan Overseas Co-

operation Volunteers scheme in India.

 Japan has committed 134.5 billion

for eight projects, including Delhi Metro

and Ganga Action Plan, during 2003-

04.

MNA/PTI

China to enhance
friendly

exchanges with
Cambodia

 BEIJING, 1 May— China

is willing to enhance

friendly exchanges and

cooperation with mutual

benefits with Cambodia, in

a bid to continuously pro-

mote bilateral ties into new

high, said Chinese Foreign

Minister Li Zhaoxing here

on Saturday.

 Li made the remarks

in a meeting with

Norodom Ranaridth,

President of Cambodian

National Assembly and

Funcinpec Party chair-

man, who is here to visit

former Cambodian King

Norodom Sihanouk.

 Ranaridth reiterated

Cambodia's firm adher-

ence to one-China policy,

saying that Cambodia

will also firmly support

China's passing of the

Anti-Secession Law, and

stand for China's peace-

ful reunification.

 Cambodian National

Assembly and govern-

ment agree China's view

on reforms of the United

Nations, Ranaridth said,

noting that expansion of

the Security Council is

especially important.

 Full consideration

should be given to an in-

crease in the representa-

tion of the developing

countries in the Council,

he said, stressing that re-

form should be made

through serious discus-

sions and cautious ac-

tions. The 82-year-old

Sihanouk gave up the

throne to his son

Norodom Sihamoni last

October. The former

King, suffering from dia-

betes and colon cancer, is

in Beijing for medical

treatment.—MNA/Xinhua

China grants x-ray machine to Nepal

PM says Singapore faces
three major challenges

 SINGAPORE, 1 May—  Singapore is facing three major challenges includ-
ing regional competition, an aging population and a restructuring economy,
said Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong in  his Labour’s Day message on
Saturday.

  Though Lee was optimistic about

his country’s economic outlook,  he ad-

mitted that the emergence of a new Asia

with energetic development of cities like

Shanghai, Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur

is posing competition for Singapore. Lee

announced that the government is look-

ing at privately-managed pension plans

and the way of prolonging retirement

age to keep Singaporeans financially

secure, senior citizens in particular.

  He said that his government will

adjust work conditions, lay down flex-

ible employment terms, change em-

ployers’ mindsets as well as update em-

ployees’ skills to help Singaporeans

stay employable.

  As for the restructuring economy,

which has made structural unemploy-

ment a growing problem, Lee said that

jobs are being re-designed to make them

more attractive, productive and better

paying, especially for the lower-skilled

and less educated.

  But he ruled out the possibility of

making the city state a welfare society,

saying it will result in bigger govern-

ment spending and higher taxes.

  He reiterated that the growth rate

of Singapore’s economy is expected to

be 3 to 5 per cent this year, which will

create more jobs and opportunities for

the people.

MNA/Xinhua

Malaysia to tap Dutch technology
in floriculture, dairy farming

  KUALA LUMPUR, 1 May —  Malaysia was keen to

tap Dutch technological expertise particularly in ar-

eas such as floriculture, dairy production and dairy

farming, a minister said on Saturday.

  With the expertise, Malaysians could develop

flower growing into a multi-billion dollar business,

Agriculture and Agro-Based Industry Minister

Muhyiddin Yassin told reporters after the launch  of

“Window on Holland 2005” here.

   Muhyiddin, who will visit Holland next month

to look into these  aspects, said the Malaysians

could also embrace new ways to raise dairy

production and enhance capacity in the dairy

sector. “We need to work closely with Dutch busi-

ness and may be work on  joint-ventures” in areas

such as dairy production, livestock rearing, floricul-

ture and even fisheries, he said.  —  MNA/Xinhua

  KATHMANDU, 1 May—

The Chinese Government

Friday handed over Mo-

bile Container/Vehicle

X-Ray Inspection System

worth of 200 million

Nepali rupees (2.86 mil-

lion US dollars) to the

Nepali Government.

   Chinese Ambassador

to Nepal Sun Heping and

Bhanu Prashad Acharya,

Secretary of Finance

Ministry of Nepal, signed

the delivery and accept-

ance certificate regarding

the machine.

  Addressing the cer-

emony, Sun said the

equipment which sym-

bolized friendly rela-

tions would produce an

important influence in

promoting economic and

technology cooperation

between Nepal and

China.

  Similarly, Acharya ex-

pressed sincere apprecia-

tion to the Chinese Gov-

ernment for providing

generous and continued

support in the socio-

encomic development of

Nepal.

  "I believe that such

support from the Chi-

nese Government

would contribute to the

Nepali Government's

efforts for modernizing

the Customs adminis-

tration and facilitate

global trade," Acharya

added.

  The Chinese Govern-

ment has installed and

tested successfully the

operation of the inspec-

tion system at the Dry

Port Customs Office in

Birgunj City, located in

Nepal's southern entrance

border with India.

MNA/Xinhua

Mayors Itcho Ito from Nagasaki, center, and Tadatoshi Akiba from Hiroshima,
second right, along with survivors march in New York City on 1 May, 2005, to

commemorate the dropping of atomic bombs on Japan 60 years ago and to
show support for the anti-nuclear proliferation act, soon to be reviewed by

the UN.—INTERNET

Over the past decade, hundreds of new highrise buildings have transformed the
skyline of Dhaka, a former garden city of Bangldesh.

INTERNET
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 British companies in Indonesia focus on infrastructure
  JAKARTA , 1 May — British companies will likely continue to focus on the country’s infrastruc-

ture rather than the manufacturing sector for investment opportunities.
 British Chamber of Commerce (Britcham) ex-

ecutive director Gary  Andrews was quoted Satur-

day by The Jakarta Post as saying most British firms

in Indonesia had moved into the infrastructure sec-

tor, as there was only a limited number of British

manufacturing companies here.

“Traditionally, British firms in Indonesia move

in the infrastructure sector, including oil and gas,

power plants and tap  water treatment,” he said.

He said that European countries tended to invest

more in the infrastructure and service sectors, such

as banking and insurance,  as well as retail.

 Furthermore, Andrews said firms in the Britain

might be more interested in investing in the retail

sector, considering that Indonesia was a consumer-

driven economy.

 “Indonesia should intensify promotion in the

Britain to attract fresh investment, not only in the

infrastructure sector but also retail, and maybe manu-

facturing,” he said.

 According to Andrews, many British firms in

his country lack knowledge on the Indonesian mar-

ket, preferring to invest in China and India.

 MNA/Xinhua

Bangladesh Paper
Association demands
higher duty on import

of newsprint
  DHAKA, 1  May — Paper manufacturers in Bang-

ladesh urged the government for imposing higher

import duty on different  kinds of paper and printing

materials to protect local industry  from uneven com-

petition with smuggled ones.

  They demanded a 50-per-cent supplementary duty

on import of  newsprint to check smuggling of white

print through false  declaration.

  The Bangladesh Paper Mills Association made

the demands in its  budget proposals for 2004-2006

recently placed to the Nation Board of Revenue.

  It sought some safe-guard measures like revision

of duty  structure for paper industry to protect the local

manufacturers.

  In the proposals, the association claimed that the

seven paper mills run by the private sector has the

capacity to produce little over 100,000 tons of paper

annually, which it claims, is enough to meet the local

demand.

  But some traders are importing white paper from

India declaring consignments as newsprint, pushing

local manufacturers to an uneven competition here,

said the association. — MNA/Xinhua

WB approves
$300m credit

for health sector
of Bangladesh
DHAKA, 1 May—The

World Bank approved 300-

million-US-dollar credit to

assist Bangladesh in

strengthening the public

health sector management

and improving the quality

of the public  health care

system.

 The New Age Saturday

quoted a World Bank Press

release as  saying that the

credit is from the Interna-

tional Development Asso-

ciation, a concessionary

lending arm of the World

Bank, which carries 0.75 per

cent service charge, and has

40 years to maturity  with a

10-year grace period. The

Press release said that Bang-

ladesh now faces the threat

of an increase in non-com-

municable diseases such as

cancer and cardiovascular

diseases. In addition, com-

municable diseases like res-

piratory infections, diar-

rhoea, malaria, and tubercu-

losis remain prevalent, and

HIV/AIDS rates are on the

rise. — MNA/Xinhua

A Bandai Co employee displays a robot shaped as the popular cartoon
character Doraemon on 2 May, 2005. —INTERNET

NZ prisoner number hits record
 WELLINGTON , 1 May  — New Zealand’s prison population has reached

7,005 for the first time, according to Corrections Department, saying the
figure by Tuesday was 600 more than on the same day of last year.

 But the increasing use

of jail is worrying crimi-

nologists and penal re-

formers, who said it could

cause more crime and so-

cial problems in the long

term, said Friday’s Wel-

lington-based Dominion
Post.

 Corrections Minister

Paul Swain told the local

media the increase in the

number of inmates, 15 per

cent by 2006, reflected

tougher sentencing and

bail provisions introduced

since 1999, when the La-

bour Party started to lead

the government.

 New Zealand has the

second highest rate of im-

prisonment in the devel-

oped world, behind the

United States, and

Howard League for Pe-

nal Reform President Pe-

ter Williams QC said he

was concerned it was be-

ing used too often.

 MNA/Xinhua

The Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C6) sits on
a launch pad at the Satish Dhawan Space Center of
the Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) at
Sriharikota, about 110 kilometers (69 miles) north-
east of Madras, India, on 1 May, 2005.—INTERNET

India’s “Pinaka” test
fired successfully

 BALASORE, 1 May — Indian defence scientists
"successfully" test-fired two more rounds of Pinaka,
the indigenously developed multi-barrel rocket sys-
tem, from the Proof and Experimental Establish-
ment (P and E) of the Defence Research and Devel-
opment Organization (DRDO) at Chandipur, on
Friday.

 Defence sources said the artillery rocket was test-

fired at 0535 hours (GMT) and 0550 hours (GMT), the

sources said.

 Developed at the Armament Research and Devel-

opment Establishment (ARDE) at Pune, the 10-foot-

long ground target mobile launch rocket had been

subjected to several tests since 1995.

 It had already been inducted into the Armed Forces.

The trial being undertaken now was aimed at improv-

ing the entire system and sub-system of rockets deve-

loped by the DRDO, the sources said.

 The sophisticated Pinaka is an area weapon sys-

tem aimed at supplementing the existing artillery guns

at a range beyond 30 kilometres.

 The unguided rocket system, which was test-fired

here, was meant to neutralize a bigger geographical

area with its rapid salvo of rockets, the sources said.

 MNA/PTI

Australia, East Timor settle
dispute over oil, gas reserves

 CANBERRA,  1 May — Australia and East Timor
have struck a deal over disputed oil and gas
reserves in the Timor Sea.

 Australian Foreign

Minister Alexander

Downer said the two gov-

ernments have reached

agreement on all major

issues during three days

of talks in East Timor’s

capital this week, Austral-

ian Broadcasting Corpo-

ration radio reported on

Friday.

 Under the deal, East

Timor will receive addi-

tional revenue of up to 3.9

billion US dollars, de-

pending on oil and gas

prices, said Downer.

 In return, East Timor

has agreed to postpone for

some time final resolution

of the sea boundary issue.

 “The key elements

have been incorporated

into a draft text,” he said

in Melbourne, capital of

the State of Victoria.

 “We’re talking about

them getting several bil-

lion dollars of additional

revenue over and above

what they would have oth-

erwise got,” he said.

 The dispute arose fol-

lowing East Timor’s in-

dependence from Indone-

sia when Australia insisted

that a 1972 boundary

agreed with Jakarta should

remain in place, which

gives Australia ownership

of the oil-rich continental

shelf, two thirds of the way

across the Timor Sea.

 MNA/Xinhua

Feasibility report of INO
presented to Indian

Government
 MUMBAI, 2 May — The two volume feasibility

report on the India-based Neutrino Observatory (INO)

was Monday formally presented to the government by

the country’s physicists at a scientific meeting at the

Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR) here.

 The report on the 5-billion-rupee project of the

country’s hi-tech Neutrino Observatory was given to

Atomic Energy Commission Chairman Anil Kakodkar

by the Neutrino Collaboation Group (NCG) formed by

17 institutes and universities.

 Neutrinos are part of a set of elementary particles

which form the basic constituent of matter in nature.

They are almost massless, elusive and have no electric

charge and hardly interact with matter. — MNA/PTI
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Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Association (MMCWA)
Aye Phyu

Myanmar Maternal and Child Welfare Asso-

ciation (MMCWA) was established in April 1991

as a non-governmental organization dedicated to

serving the Myanmar society in promoting the

health and wellbeing of mothers and children with

the aim of improving the quality of life of the peo-

ple.

In line with this objective, MMCWA has been

giving assistance in the areas of health, education,

economic and social matters that will promote the

families and the overall standard of living, making

sure that the operations get down to the villages

and wards at grassroot level.

At present, MMCWA has been carrying out its

activities throughout the country with the supervi-

sion of the Central Council including the 15 mem-

bers of the Central Executive Committee, under

which there are various Supervisory Committees at

State/Division and District levels. They supervise

and give necessary help to the Township Maternal

and Child Welfare Associations, altogether (324)

in number, plus 15172 branch associations in the

townships. To date, the total number of MMCWA

members stands at about 4.38 million.

Regarding the educational activities, MMCWA

has been operating an Early Childhood Develop-

ment Centre in Yangon and 1246 community-based

pre-schools and day-care centres nation-wide. These

centres give valuable lifelong ideas and concepts

to the children to enable them to adopt good habits

and practices crucial for their physical, mental and

intellectual development. Parenting education is one

of the functions of those centres. In line with the

“Education for All” policy of the Ministry of Edu-

cation, MMCWA members at all levels in the States

and Divisions try to ensure that all children of

school going age get the chance to go to school

and complete their primary education. In addition,

stipends, school uniforms and stationery are pro-

vided for the needy students. For non-formal edu-

cation, township and branch associations supervise

and organize the opening of 3-R courses, voluntary

night schools, evening classes and Reading  circles

to speed up the reading rate of those who have

finished the basic 3-R course.

The role of the associations is more evident in

the health area, especially in the remote places away

from the hospitals, clinics, and dispensaries.

as focal persons in families play a significant role

in the creation and maintenance of good health in

the families. So in order to educate them on health

matters, educative talks are held frequently on

various subjects all over the country. Our associa-

tions succeeded in giving those educative talks

enlightening mothers on many areas such as exclu-

sive breast feeding, healthy living environment, so

on and so forth. Actually they contributed a great

deal to the successful implementation of Advo-

cacy and Public awareness programmes with re-

spect to HIV/AIDS and other deadly diseases.

Traditional or indigenous medicine courses were

also given to help mothers to better manage their

families in health matters.

Another important area of MMCWA is to help

mothers in income generation. Vocational training

courses like knitting, sewing, cooking, etc., appro-

priate to the respective regions are carried out to

promote family income. Sewing machines are also

often sold to them on installment basis as part of

the arrangement. Similarly, micro credit and loan

scheme is quite common in many maternal and

child welfare associations to help poor women get

a start in doing business for extra earnings.

As far as the social area is concerned, MMCWA

participated in the ‘elderly-care’ programme, pro-

viding medical and other help to the old people.

Some volunteers even offered their time to those

who were left alone in their houses to keep com-

pany with them and listen to what they said. To the

needy ones like the twins and triplets mothers,

MMCWA also provides support in cash or kind.

The activities mentioned here do not cover all

those that are being carried out by all the associa-

tions. As one of the leading NGOs in the country,

MMCWA, despite its main focus on mothers and

children, is ready to give any kind of assistance to

promote the condition of Myanmar people in what-

ever way they can. When natural disasters destroyed

a place public-oriented volunteers of the associa-

tions usually come forward and render their serv-

ices and help hand-in-hand with other national

forces. Those are the members of the maternal and

child welfare associations throughout the country.

We also work in cooperation with local and inter-

national organizations including the UN agencies.

No doubt we are a part of our nation’s strength!

MMCWA has a total of 95 Maternity homes oper-

ating throughout the whole country. Primarily, these

maternity homes are established to provide accessi-

ble, quality and appropriate ante-natal care, safe

delivery, post-natal care and reproductive health serv-

ices so as to reduce the morbidity and mortality rates

of mothers and children.

MMCWA also operates health activities in close

collaboration with the Ministry of Health. HIV/AIDS,

TB, Malaria prevention and control programmes are

some examples. Nutrition Programme undertaken by

the associations also benefit the mothers and chil-

dren with their volunteer members helping in Com-

munity Nutrition Centres (CNC) and Village Food

Banks (VFB) opened in 17 project areas as well as

in many non-project areas. They also participated in

other development efforts in villages and wards at

the grassroot level in programmes as model village,

clean water, tobacco free zone, and the like. Be-

sides, the Diagnosis Centre situated in MMCWA

compound in Yangon has been offering medical

services at a reasonable charge to the women for

early detection of cancers of the reproductive sys-

tem by means of mammography, Pap Smear, Col-

poscopy and ultrasonographic exams. Services like

health education, counseling, and referral, where

necessary, to relevant specialists are also provided

at the centre. With due respect to the doctors who

actually do the operations on children with harelip

and cleft palate, credit should also be given to all

association members who have participated in find-

ing within their own areas children (in some places,

adults too) with congenital defects, in arranging and

helping in cash or kind or both for the corrective

operations by the doctors.

We all know that health problems are usually

related to ignorance and lack of education. Mothers

The Diagnosis Centre situated in
MMCWA compound in Yangon has been
offering medical services at a reasonable
charge to the women for early detection
of cancers of the reproductive system
by means of mammography, Pap Smear,
Colposcopy and ultrasonographic ex-
ams.

Hailing the 15th annual meeting of MMCWA

YANGON, 2 May— The opening of Second

Workshop on Enhancing Skills Recognition Systems

in ASEAN Project took place at Traders Hotel this

morning with an address by Deputy Minister for

Labour Brig-Gen Win Sein.

Also present were, officials of embassies from

ASEAN countries in Yangon, heads of department

under the Ministry of Labour, members of the Project

Team led by Leader of the Project Acting Director

Professor Tim Turpin of West Sydney University

from Australia, representatives from ASEAN coun-

tries and guests.

The deputy minister and the leader of the

project spoke on the occasion.

The project is implemented with the assist-

ance of governments of ASEAN countries and Aus-

tralia to encourage labour mobility.

Regional Competency Standards will be drawn

at the workshop which continues tomorrow.—MNA

Workshop on Enhancing
Skills Recognition Systems

in ASEAN Project at
Traders hotel

YANGON, 2 May — Minister for Transport

Maj-Gen Thein Swe together with officials ar-

rived at Mandalay International Airport yesterday

morning. At the VIP lounge, the minister heard

report on landing of aircrafts at home and those

from abroad, passenger lounge, the electricity

supply and the greening tasks of its environ by

Director-General U Htun Hlaing of the Civil

Aviation Department and officials. He gave nec-

essary instructions on the report.

On arrival at Hkamti Airport, the minister

and party heard reports on completion of extend-

ing and tarring its runway, earth works, use of

machinery and fuel by project engineer U Win

Lwin at the briefing hall of the airport project

special group-4.

Transport Minister Maj-Gen Thein Swe
inspects extension tasks of runway and
airfield of Mandalay Int’l Airport and

Hkamti Airport
The minister and party then inspected

progress of earth work with the use of machinery.

Afterwards, CEC member of Union Solidar-

ity and Development Association Maj-Gen Thein

Swe met with executives of district, township and

wards at the office of Hkamti District USDA and

he urged them to take part in regional development

affairs and nation-building tasks with concerted ef-

forts and presented District EC member U Myat

Ko the cash for the association..

The minister and party paid homage to

Sayadaw U Kesara and members of Sangha of

Theravada Buddhist Missionary School in

Pawmine ward in Hkamti Township and offered

them provisions and left there and arrived back

Yangon yesterday evening.—MNA
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(from page 1)
Myanmar, and global issues at the course opened

today. Subject of Myanmar and international affairs

are wide and profound. By learning the subject they

will know the events happened in the past and present

and those to happen in the future, he  said.

The Senior General said as the trainees are play-

ing a part in building a modern developed nation,

they will learn and analyze the subject in association

with your experiences. It is necessary to know sources

of international arena as global issues are interre-

lated in all aspects. Only then will they know correct

points considering cause and effect and you be able

to stand tall among others, he noted.

USDA laid down its seven objectives in Decem-

ber 2004 after the approval had been sought from

those members from respective states and divisions.

The objectives were adopted in accord with prevail-

ing conditions of the State to fulfill requirements, to

build promising future of the country and to prevent

every form of destructive acts, the Senior General

said. It is necessary to create a bright future of the

State learning lessons from the past experiences, he

pointed out.

When it comes to learning Myanmar affairs, the

Senior General said, they need to widely learn cor-

rect situations of the past, present and future. And

Myanmar’s history has been put on record for the

years countable by the thousand. He added that thanks

to modern science, we have learnt that earliest hu-

man beings have inhabited the land of our country

since over 40 million years. Myanmar’s history has

passed the stone age, bronze age, iron age and city

state age. King Anawrahta of Bagan Period was able

to establish the first Myanmar sovereign nation 1,000

years ago. King Bayintnaung of Taungoo Period and

King Alaungphaya of Konbaung Period also estab-

lished the second and third sovereign nation respec-

tively, safeguarding territorial integrity and sover-

eignty of the State with the strength of unity. The

Those with noble and
deep political …

—mutual respects for each other’s territorial

integrity and sovereignty;

—non-aggression;

—non-interference in each other’s internal

affairs;

—respect for mutual equality and work for

mutual benefit;

—peaceful co-existence.

It can be said that the five principles are the

defence programmes which arose based on bitter

experiences and the rights lost under colonialists.

The five principles are also  a basic foundation

for world peace. All the global nations including

super powers which are facing a series of wider and

subtle problems ought to practise those principles. In

the Union of Myanmar, they are still being practised

as the foundation of the foreign policy.

If the political life of the State is assessed after

the independence was regained, it can be seen that

differences arose among the people due to party splits;

National Causes and made efforts for peace and sta-

bility. At the same time, it made endeavours for

progress of border areas that lagged behind develop-

ment. Later, it implemented the tasks for develop-

ment after designating the major areas as develop-

ment regions. Nowadays, it also laid down rural

development tasks and is undertaking them.

When we review the measures, one can see links

of peace and stability, unity and development. The

basic concept of the measures is for equal develop-

ment of all the regions. The equal development of

all the regions is the national concept.

The spirit of peace and stability, solidarity, shar-

ing and building the nation is the essence of the

Union Spirit. Based on the spirit, infrastructures on

national development which are practical needs are

being built. The infrastructure building task is the

main source of development. When one studies

Myanmar affairs he will know how the government

builds the nation with what kind of concept in a

Senior General said the sovereign Union of Myanmar

is ancestral heritage that has been bestowed by the

history. Imperialism did change the history of most

countries of Asia and Africa, he noted.

Colonialists exploited the countries under their

subjugation and those countries have been in total

jeopardy as sovereignty, politics, economy and so-

cial life were destroyed.

In the world history, the imperialism turned out

to be a system that crushed and destroyed the na-

tional character and the rights of citizens.

In the period of the early 19th century, Myanmar

which has been under colonialists was free from the

yoke of colonialists together with some Asian and

African nations. The independence struggles of the

peoples who put up much of a fight against aggressors

are the events that should be documented in the history

of Asian and African nations. So also, the Myanmar

peoples and the Tatmadaw had to fight for independ-

ence, risking a lot of their lives, blood and sweat.

Asian and African nations including Myanmar,

which were subjected to pressure and threat of

colonialists, held a conference in Bandung, Indone-

sia over 50 years ago after their independence was

regained and they laid down the Five Principles of

Peaceful Co-existence which has still been held in

high regard by the world.

The principles are:

* Expose the true motive and background history of those who are always
apt to meddle in international and domestic affairs

* It is necessary to prevent some sectarians from destroying the interests of the
nation and the people and to try to reach our goal, crushing all the
attempts of those sectarians even at the risk of our lives.

that a lack of security for the people due to armed

insurgencies of sectarians; and that national solidar-

ity became weak owing to divide-and-rule policy of

colonialists.

Those situations have caused deterioration in

political, economic and social sectors of the nation.

It is a common knowledge that there was no eco-

nomic infrastructures as far as 1988. There will be

no development in a region where there have arisen

conflicts and lack of security. The history shows

that there is no goal in a society in which unity is

in chaos.

In such situations, reviews should be made on

some neighbouring countries and the countries in

the region.

It is obvious that some countries have reached a

status of a developed nation, surpassing the status of

developing nations during the period of between ten

years and 20 years. It is required to clearly know

what the country at present is in urgent need. The

present task is to build a modern and developed

nation. Every citizen have to perform the task with

the determination of the citizens.

 He said the government  has been implement-

ing the tasks for emergence of a peaceful modern

developed nation after laying down the goal and

objectives since it took up the State duties.

The government laid down Our Three Main

short time. The infrastructures are being built for

region-wise and sector-wise development and all-

round development.

He said the first priority was development of

border areas and later, 24 major development re-

gions was designated. In order to fulfill the basic

requirements of rural areas, rural development tasks

are being undertaken with the aims of development

of every region. The sector-wise development tasks

are being carried out harmoniously, he said.

A large number of infrastructures such as dams,

river water pumping projects and sluice gates were

built for development of agriculture, the main eco-

nomic sector of the State. At the same time, roads,

railroads, bridges crossing rivers and streams, har-

bours for ocean-liners, airports are being built  for

boosting production, wider commerce and extended

industries. Moreover, tasks for generating of elec-

tric power and other fuel are being implemented

with greater momentum.

Considerable benefits has been gained in agricul-

tural sector due to 173 dams and 271 river water pump-

ing projects. There is a transport network because

57,153 miles of roads were built including Union roads,

district to district roads and village to village roads.

Newly opened ThanLwin Bridge (Mawlamyine) in Feb-

ruary is a sign of region-and sector-wise development

                       (See page 9)

Senior General Than Shwe cordially greets trainees of Myanmar and international studies course-
7 of the USDA. — MNA
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(from page 16)
Hngetmyatnadaw and

offertories and officials

and well-wishers Buddha

images and offertories to

Sayadaws and members

of the Sangha.

Afterwards, member

of State Sangha Maha

Nayaka Committee Pre-

siding Sayadaw of Bago

Myoma Sarthintaik

Agga Maha Pandita

Bhaddanta Gandama

delivered a sermon and

the congregation led by

Lt-Gen Khin Maung

and all-round develop-

ment. Mone hydro elec-

tric power station,

Paunglaung hydro electric

power station and Tikyit

coal-fired electric power

station opened in 2005

generate electric power

needed in industrial sec-

tor and socio-economic

life. Hydro-electric power

projects under construc-

tion will generate power

for extended industrial

Those with noble and deep political …

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than attends…
Than shared the merits

gained.

Next, the second ses-

sion of the ceremony fol-

lowed at the same venue.

The congregation led

by Lt-Gen Khin Maung

Than and Commander

Maj-Gen Ko Ko conveyed

round the religious objects

and Buddha images to be

hoisted atop the pagoda

clock-wise.

After that, Lt-Gen

Khin Maung Than, Com-

mander Maj-Gen Ko Ko

and officials and well-

wishers hoisted the

Seinbudaw and the

Hngetmyatnadaw atop the

pagoda through the deco-

rated carriage.

The ceremony ended

with the recitation of Bud-

dha Sasanam Ciram

Titthatu three times.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung

Than and Commander

Maj-Gen Ko Ko and party

performed rituals of

golden and silver showers

to mark the success of the

ceremony.

MNA

YANGON, 2 May—

Under the programme for

exchanging visits of

youth members of the

Union Solidarity and De-

velopment Association,

the visiting youths led by

Yangon Division USDA

Executive U Hla Tun Oo

visited Ngamoeyeik Dam

in Hlegu Township this

morning. At the office of

the dam, project officials

explained facts about the

USDA youths tour Yangon
dam.

The visiting

youths next paid homage

to Lawka Chantha

Abhaya Labha Muni

Buddha Image on

Mindhamma hill in

Insein Township. The

youth made cash dona-

tion for the Image

through Chairman of the

Board of Trustees U

Shein Aung Bo.

Afterwards, the

youth proceeded to De-

fence Services Museum

in Dagon Township and

National Museum on

Pyay Road.

In the afternoon,

the youths visited Yangon

City Water Supply

Porject (Ngamoeyeik)

near Ahtayu village in

Hmawby Township.

Officals briefed them on

matters on water supply-

ing tasks.—MNA YANGON, 2 May —

Under the programme to

beef up the youth activi-

ties of Union Solidarity

and Development Asso-

ciation, an excursion

group numbering 32,

members of State and Di-

vision USDA arrived at

Mandalay railway station

on 30 April afternoon to

go on an excursion to

Kachin State .

The group of ex-

cursion members led by

Kachin State USDA Joint

Secretary U Tin Maung

Win and District organ-

iser Dr Khin Maung Htun

Members of State and Division USDA on
excursion of Kachin State

left for Kachin State. On

arrival at Mohnyin station

on 1 May morning, they

were welcomed by Chair-

man of Mohnyin  District

Peace and Development

Council Lt-Col Aung Din

and members of USDA.

They then pro-

ceeded to Hopang and

Mogaung stations where

they were welcomed by

officials.

They arrived at

Myitkyina station in the

evening and were wel-

comed there by Chairman

of Myitkyina District

PDC Lt-Col Myo Swe and

officials.

A welcoming cer-

emony took place at the

hall of Kachin State

USDA.

Members of State

and Division USDA, on

an excursion of Kachin

State, visited Andawshin

Pagoda in Ayeya Ward,

Myitkyina Township and

donated cash for the

Pagoda and then paid

homage to the reclining

Buddha image near

Ayeyawady River and vis-

ited Loka Man Aung

Sutaung Pyi Pagodas.

MNA

ease control measures on

major diseases  were car-

ried out nationwide in co-

operation with the people.

He said they can study the

tasks for upgrading of

specialist hospitals, rural

health care services and

teaching of medical sci-

ence in Myanmar studies

sector.

    Human resources

play a vital role in build-

ing a peaceful modern de-

veloped nation. Only fit

democratic practices, he

said.

    He said the govern-

ment set the precise goal

and Our Three Main Na-

tional Causes to be upheld.

It also laid down twelve

political, economic and

social objectives and im-

plemented with added

momentum. He stressed

that the government would

continue to implement the

seven-point Road Map

until it succeeds hand in

only those with noble and

deep political convictions

could bring genuine de-

velopment to the State and

narrow-minded lackeys of

colonialists could not cre-

ate the development of

national history.

Aims and objec-

tives of some narrow-

minded persons were to-

tally against public inter-

ests and the history of the

nation obviously showed

that the people of

Myanmar had never be-

lieved in the stooges of

colonialists.

   There was no place for

the bigoted henchmen of

colonialists in the history

of national development.

In conclusion, Sen-

ior General Than Shwe

urged the trainees to be

serious with the study of

Myanmar and interna-

tional affairs, to make a

thorough study of absolute

truths about domestic af-

fairs, to expose the true

motive and background

history of those who were

always apt to meddle in

international and domestic

affairs and to see through

the narrow-minded ap-

proaches and interferences

and remove them. Moreo-

ver, he added that it was

necessary to see through

the machinations of

stooges and lackeys of

colonialists who were al-

ways trying to do some-

thing wrong and plotting

disintegration of the State.

It was also necessary to

prevent some sectarians

from destroying the inter-

ests of the nation and the

people and to try to reach

our goal, crushing all the

attempts of those sectarians

even at the risk of our lives.

After the ceremony,

Patron of the Union Soli-

darity and Development

Association, Chairman of

the State Peace and De-

velopment Council Com-

mander-in-Chief of De-

fence Services Senior

General Than Shwe

cordially greeted the

trainees, had breakfast at

Bayintnaung  hall  and

left.

MNA

sector.

    The government

made efforts for enhance-

ment of social sector as

part of all-round develop-

ment in accord with the

social objectives. It up-

graded education and

health sectors with greater

momentum. Basic educa-

tion schools, universities

and colleges were opened

for creation of opportuni-

ties to learn in every re-

gion. National education

promotion plan is for all.

The trainees have a

chance to study the high

opportunities to learn edu-

cation and extended

teaching of arts and sci-

ence.

    In health sector, dis-

and highly-qualified hu-

man resources can build

and safeguard the nation

and its people. In any sys-

tem or era, human re-

sources with solidarity

outlook, development

outlook and defence out-

look are needed.

    He said now the gov-

ernment has laid down the

seven-point Road Map

and is implementing it

and the Road Map is the

political process of the

State.

    Peace and stability,

better economic founda-

tion of the State and its

people and development

of human resources are

basic requirements for

democratic society and

hand with the people. The

aim of the government is

to build peace and stabil-

ity, solidarity, development

and a democratic nation.

So, construction is the his-

tory of the Union of

Myanmar and many gen-

erations. Only those with

the concepts of Our Three

Main National Causes —

non-disintegration of the

Union, non-disintegration

of national solidarity and

perpetuation of sover-

eignty— can create the his-

tory of the nation and can

defend the Union. Our

Three Main National

Causes are the foundation

of the Union spirit, he said.

Senior General

Than Shwe stressed that

(from page 8)

Human resources play a vital role in building a peace-
ful modern developed nation. Only fit and highly-quali-
fied human resources can build and safeguard the nation
and its people. In any system or era, human resources
with solidarity outlook, development outlook and defence
outlook are needed.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than offers the Seinbudaw to the Sayadaw. —MNA

USDA member youths visit Defence Services Museum. —MNA
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YANGON, 2 May—

Minister for Industry-1 U

Aung Thaung together

with Managing-Director

of Myanma Paper and

Chemical Industries U

Than Shwe, Managing-

Director of Myanma Ce-

ramics Industries Col Soe

Yi and departmental per-

sonnel inspected Hydro-

gen peroxide factory

(Chauk) project at Yetwin

village in Chauk Town-

Rural development tasks
supervised in Ingapu

Township
YANGON, 2 May— CEC Member of the Union

Solidarity and Development Association Minister for

Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung made a tour of Ingapu

Township, Ayeyawady Division, from 29 April to 1

May.

On 30 April, the CEC member attended the opening

of Natsingone Bridge on Leikpaungswe-Kywezin ru-

ral road in Ingapu Township. The Chairman of Town-

ship Peace and Development Council and the Secre-

tary of Township USDA formally opened the facility.

Next, the minister attended the opening ceremony

of Tonetu Bridge and new building of Moekaungkwin

BEPS in Moekaungkwin village.

Afterwards, the minister proceeded to the construc-

tion site of SinkaungInn village BEPS and gave neces-

sary instructions. Next, the minister met the principles

of Nyaungpingyikwin BEPS, BEMS and Tittitukwin

BEPS and village elders and gave necessary assist-

ance.

Yesterday, the minister inspected Kyipin village

BEPS and Kyauktalone village BEPS in Ingapu Town-

ship. Next, the minister attended the opening cer-

emony of the new building of Rural Health Care

Centre in Kyaukhtat village.

During the inspection tour, the minister dealt with

the five rural development tasks.—MNA

Industry-1 Minister inspects factories in Chauk

Next, the minister gave

necessary instructions.

Afterwards, the minis-

ter inspected  the work

site of the Hydrogen per-

oxide factory (Chauk) on

the bank of Ayeyawady

river and heard reports by

MD U Than Shwe and the

experts of China Machin-

ery Complete Equipment

Engineering Corporation

of the People’s Republic

of China.

ship, Magway Division

yesterday morning.

The minister held a

meeting with departmen-

tal personnel at the brief-

ing hall of the factory. Of-

ficials gave accounts of

the building of Hydrogen

peroxide factory (Chauk)

and choice of place for

Ceramic factory (Chauk),

transportation of construc-

tion materials and arrange-

ments for power supply.

Next, the minister in-

spected the project of Ce-

ramic Factory (Chauk)

near the Hydrogen perox-

ide factory (Chauk) and

gave necessary instruc-

tions.

Next, the minister in-

spected Win Thuzar Shop

in NyaungU and gave nec-

essary instructions.

 MNA

Tilapia Fish Market Festival concludes
YANGON, 2 May—  Prize presentation of Tilapia

Fish Market Festival 2005 organized by Myanmar

Fisheries Federation and Myanmar Fisheries Entre-

preneurs Association under the arrangement of the

Ministry of Livestock and Fisheries was held at Thiri

Annwa Hall of MFF in Insein Township this afternoon

attended by Minister for Livestock and Fisheries Brig-

Gen Maung Maung Thein.  First, the minister deliv-

ered a speech. Next, officials explained matters on

purpose of the festival and presenting prizes.

The minister presented awards to winners. Next,

President of MFF U Htay Myint presented certificates

of honour to those who participated in the festival.

The festival was held for the final day today and

was crowded with people.—MNA

YANGON, 2 May—

The Work Efficiency

Course (Officer) No 2/

2005 of the Information

and Public Relations De-

partment under the Min-

istry of Information was

opened at the training hall

of the News and Periodi-

cals Enterprise on

Pansodan Street here this

afternoon with an address

by Minister for Informa-

tion Brig-Gen Kyaw

Hsan.

Also present on the

occasion were Deputy

Minister for Information

Brig-Gen Aung Thein,

Director-General of

Myanma Radio and Tel-

evision U Khin Maung

Htay, Director-General of

IPRD U Chit Naing, Man-

aging Director of NPE Col

Soe Win, Acting Manag-

ing Director of Printing

and Publishing Enterprise

Daw Mya Mya, advisers,

course instructors, train-

Work Efficiency Course (Officer)
No 2/2005 of IPRD opened

ees and others.

In his address, Minis-

ter Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan

said that the Ministry of

Information, which is

made up of MRTV,  NPE,

IPRD, PPE and  Myanma

Motion Picture Enter-

prise, is to inform, enter-

tain and educate the peo-

ple.  In this regard, the

IPRD has a chance to di-

rectly contact with the

people based on its me-

dia. This is an advantage

of the IPRD when com-

pared with other depart-

ments and enterprises. The

trainees who have direct

contact with the people

are to make use of the

advantage when they are

in their regions.

 The aim of the course

is to improve work effi-

ciency of the trainees, to

enhance their spiritual

ability, and to successfully

implement the national

objectives, the 2005-2006

objectives of the Ministry

of Information and the

2005-2006 objectives of

the IPRD.

That is why the train-

ees are to try their utmost

to be well-versed and

qualified in their respec-

tive fields. The course will

inculcate the trainees with

the spirit of cherishing the

State and the people and

will enhance and

strengthen it. The trainees

are to be loyal to the State

and the people whatever

difficulties they are faced

with. The trainees are to

be imbued with the cor-

rect patriotism based on

Our Three Main National

Causes—non-disintegra-

tion of the Union, non-

disintegration of national

solidarity and perpetua-

tion of sovereignty.

Lectures in line with

the objectives of the Mi-

nistry of Information and

the IPRD are to be taught

at the course, and the train-

ees on their part are to

successfully implement

those objectives. In con-

clusion, the minister

thanked the course in-

structors and urged the

trainees to try hard to be

good at their studies.

The four-week

course is being attended

by 56 trainees from states

and divisions.—MNA

Industry-1 Minister U Aung Thaung inspects building of factories near Chauk, Magway Division.—INDUSTRY-1

CEC member of USDA
Brig-Gen Thein Aung
inspects a rural health

care centre in Kyaukhtat
village, Ingapu

Township. —FORESTRY

Minister Brig-Gen Maung Maung Thein presents a
prize to a winner of  Fish Market Festival 2005.—MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan delivers a speech at the opening ceremony of Work Efficiency Course
(Officer) No 2/2005.— MNA
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22nd Myanmar-Thai Regional
Border Committee Meeting

concludes successfully

YANGON, 2 May—

The opening of the 22nd

Myanmar-Thai Regional

Border Committee Meet-

ing was held at Kengtung

New Hotel in Kengtung,

Shan State (East) on 30

April. Present on the oc-

casion were Chairman of

Myanmar-Thai Border

Committee Chairman of

Mon State Peace and De-

velopment Council Com-

mander of South East

Command Maj-Gen

Thura Myint Aung,

Chairman of Shan State

(East) PDC Commander

of Triangle Region Com-

mand Maj-Gen Khin

Zaw, Deputy Com-

mander Brig-Gen Wai

Lin, Deputy Commander

of Eastern Command

Brig-Gen Win Myint,

Deputy Commander of

Coastal Region Com-

mand Brig-Gen Hong

Ngai and senior military

officers, Chairman of

Kayin State PDC Col

Khin Kyu and officials,

Myanmar Ambassador to

Thailand U Myo Myint

and Military Attaché Col

Ko Ko Maung. The Thai

delegation was led by

Commander of No-3

Military Region of Royal

Thai Armed Forces

Lt-Gen Pichanmet

Muangmanee.

Maj-Gen Thura

Myint Aung and Lt-Gen

Pichanmet Muangmanee

delivered opening ad-

dresses.

After the opening

ceremony Myanmar del-

egation leader Maj-Gen

Thura Myint Aung and

Thai delegation leader Lt-

Gen Lt-Gen Pichanmet

Muangmanee discussed

matters on bilateral coop-

eration between the two

countries.

C o o r d i n a t i o n

meetings of Secretaries of

22nd Myanmar-Thai

Border Committee took

place on 30 April and 1

May. The meetings were

attended by Myanmar

delegation led by Deputy

Commander of Eastern

Command Brig-Gen Win

Myint and Thai delega-

tion led by Maj-Gen

Jadet Sa-Nguan Chart of

Thai-Myanmar Regional

Border Committee Of-

fice.

The closing of

22nd Myanmar-Thai

Border Committee Meet-

ing took place at

Kengtung New Hotel on

1 May. Maj-Gen Thura

Myint Aung and Lt-Gen

Pichanmet Muangmanee

signed the agreement of

Myanmar-Thai Regional

Border Committee.

After delivering

closing speeches by lead-

ers of the two sides, Lt-

Gen Pichanmet

Muangmanee presented

gifts to Maj-Gen Thura

Myint Aung and the two

delegations posed for

documentary photos.

At the meeting,

Myanmar and Thailand,

ASEAN member coun-

tries, discussed matters

on good neighbourliness

and promoting coopera-

tion between the two

Armed Forces in a posi-

tive attitude and the

meeting concluded suc-

cessfully.

MNA

YANGON, 2 May—

Thai delegation led by

Commander of Military

Region-3 of Royal Thai

Armed Forces Lt-Gen

Pichanmet Muangmanee

arrived in Kengtung via

Yangon on 29 April to

attend the 22nd

Myanmar-Thai Border

Committee Meeting.

The delegation

was welcomed at the air-

port by Chairman of

Myanmar-Thai Border

Committee Chairman of

Mon State Peace and

Development Council

Commander of South

East Command Maj-Gen

Thura Myint Aung,

Chairman of Shan State

(East) PDC Commander

of Triangle Region Com-

mand Maj-Gen Khin

Zaw and senior military

officers, Myanmar Am-

bassador to Thailand U

Myo Myint and Military

Attache Col Ko Ko

Maung.

At 2.30 pm on the

same day, Myanmar del-

egation led by Maj-Gen

Thura Myint Aung and

Thai delegation led by

Lt-Gen Pichanmet

Muangmanee proceeded

to Mongla. They were

welcomed there by na-

tional race leader U Sai

Lin and officials of Shan

State (East) Special Re-

Thai delegation visits Kengtung
and Mongla

gion-4, departmental

heads and local people.

At the headquar-

ters of Special Region-4,

U Min Ein of Special

Region briefed the guests

on development of

Mongla, drug control,

cultivation of poppy sub-

stitute crops, livestock

breeding and manufactur-

ing goods.

Commander Maj-

Gen Khin Zaw spoke

words of thanks and in-

troduced members of lo-

cal national race to the

two delegations.

Afterwards, they

paid homage to

Dwenagara Pagoda and

enjoyed scenic beauty of

Mongla.

The two delega-

tions next visited Drug

Elimination Museum of

Special Region-4. Lt-Gen

Pichanmet Muangmanee

signed in the visitors’

book.

They arrived back

in Kengtung at night.

Commander Maj-Gen

Khin Zaw hosted a din-

ner in honour of the two

delegation members.

On 30 April, the

two delegations paid

homage to Kaba Aye

Pagoda in Kengtung.

Commander Maj-Gen

Khin Zaw presented the

picture of the pagoda to

Lt-Gen Pichanmet

Muangmanee who do-

nated cash for the pagoda

through the Pagoda

Board of Trustees.

In the evening,

Commander Maj-Gen

Thura Myint Aung

hosted a dinner in hon-

our of members of the

two delegations. Mem-

bers of the delegations

exchanged gifts and en-

joyed entertainment per-

formed by national race

cultural troupe. After-

wards, leaders of the del-

egations presented bou-

quet and cash to cultural

troupe members.

On 1 May, mem-

bers of the two delega-

tions visited Maha Muni

Buddha Image and

Khemarrahta Image in

Kengtung.

At 3.15 pm on 1

May Thai delegation led

by Lt-Gen Pichanmet

Muangmanee left

Kengtung for home by

special flight. The del-

egation was seen off at

the airport by Com-

mander Maj-Gen Thura

Myint Aung and  offi-

cials. Before their depar-

ture, Commander Maj-

Gen Thura Myint Aung

presented album and

video tape on the tour

to Lt-Gen Pichanmet

Muangmanee. —MNA

Myanmar and Thai delegation members pay homage to Khemarrahta Image
in Kengtung. —MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Khin Zaw hosts a dinner in honour of Myanmar and Thai
delegation members.—MNA

Commander Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung delivers a speech at 22nd Myanmar-Thai Regional Border
Committee meeting.—MNA
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TRADE MARK CAUTION
KABUSHIKI KAISHA

KOMATSU SEISAKUSHO
(also known as Komatsu
Ltd.), a  corporation duly

organized and existing

under the laws of Japan,

of 3-6, 2-chome, Akasaka,

Minato-ku, Tokyo, Japan,

is the Owner of the follow-

ing Trade Mark:-

Reg. No. 935/1999
in  respect  of “Powershovels,
hydraulic excavators, en-
gines and other structural
parts and attachments for said
goods included in Interna-
tional Class 07”.
   Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the said
Trade Mark will be dealt
with according to law.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A., H.G.P., D.B.L

for KABUSHIKI KAISHA
KOMATSU SEISAKUSHO

P.O. Box 60,Yangon
Dated: 3 May 2005

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV KENGTUNG  VOY NO (31)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV KENGTUNG

VOY NO (31) arrived on 3-5-2005 are hereby notified

that their cargo will be discharged into the premises of

Myanma Port Authority where it will lie at the consign-

ee’s risk and expenses and subject to the byelaws and

conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to

11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm upto Claims Day now

declared as the third day after final discharge or cargo

from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

the claims Day.

AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE

Phone: 295279/295280/295281/295658/295659

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV KOTA MUTIARA  VOY NO (195)
Consignees of cargo carried on MV KOTA

MUTIARA VOY NO (195) are hereby notified that

the vessel will be arriving on 3-5-2005 and cargo will

be discharged into the premises of A.W.P.T where it

will lie at the consignee’s risk and expenses and -

subject to the byelaws and conditions of the Port of

Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to

11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now

declared as the third day after final discharge or cargo

from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

the Claims Day.

Shipping Agency Department
Myanma Port Authority

Agent For: M/S ADVANCE  CONTAINER
Phone No: 256908/378316/376797

France backs African
mediation in Togo

 PARIS, 1 May — France will not interfere with the

internal affairs of Togo and continue to support the

African mediation in the Togolese crisis, French

Foreign Minister Michel Barnier declared Friday.

 “France will continue to work, as a European

country and within the framework of the European

Union, by backing the mediation led by African lead-

ers especially in the framework of the Economic Com-

munity of West African States (ECOWAS),” he said

on the French-language TV5 channel.

 Quoting an example of the Ivory Coast crisis, on

the way to being settled following the mediation of

South African President Thabo Mbeki, Barnier said “I

say that by thinking of Togo. We have  confidence in

the African, in their mediation.”

 A joint delegation of the African Union and of the

ECOWAS is awaited on Saturday in Lome to try to

settle the Togo crisis provoked by the disputed presi-

dential election on 24 April. —  MNA/Xinhua

Chinese journalist given 10-year
imprisonment for leaking state secrets
 CHANGSHA, 1 May — Shi Tao, a Chinese journalist, was on Saturday

sentenced to 10 years of imprisonment for being found guilty of illegally
providing top state secrets to overseas organizations.

 The ruling was

handed down by the In-

termediate People’s Court

of Changsha City, capital

of central China’s Hunan

Province, at the first trial.

 Shi, 37, who was

employed by the Contem-
porary Business News
published in Changsha,

from 11 February, 2004 to

22 April, 2004, was also

deprived of his political

rights for two years, court

sources  said.

 The court was told

that the main contents of a

certain important docu-

ment were read out at one

internal meeting of the

editorial board of the Con-
temporary Business News
last April, with a special

warning saying the con-

tents were classified and

should not be spread fur-

ther.

 Shi, who was then

head of the central editor

desk with the news centre

of the newspaper, attended

the internal meeting and

took notes. In the same

day after the meeting, Shi

sent the main contents of

the document aboard via

e-mail and had it published

in  an overseas publica-

tion. The e-mail was

picked up time and again

by several overseas

Internet portals.

  MNA/Xinhua

The best time to plant a tree was

twenty years ago.

Second best time is now.

COME & ENJOY YOURSELF WITH WORLD STANDARD PROOUCTS FROM THAILAND
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Canada to
combat

overfishing
 OTTAWA, 1 May—

The Canadian Govern-

ment is planning to spend

an additional 20 million

Canadian dollars (15 mil-

lion US dollars) over the

next three years to com-

bat overfishing, it is re-

ported here on Saturday.

 Canadian Minister of

Fishery Geoff Regan said

on the eve of an interna-

tional conference on

overfishing beginning in

the eastern coastal city of

St. John's on Sunday that

the money is in addition

to funds announced in the

federal budget for enforce-

ment of international fish-

eries regulations outside

of Canada's 200-mile limit

off the East Coast.
The new funds will pay

for an advocacy campaign

at home and in Europe to

promote global govern-

ance of fish stocks and

creation of an ambassador

for fisheries conservation

to represent Canadian in-

terests internationally, he

said.—MNA/Xinhua

Americans spend over 100 hours
commuting to work each year
 WASHINGTON, 1 May— Americans spend more

than 100 hours commuting to work each year, Ameri-

can Community Survey (ACS) data released by the US

Census Bureau on Saturday showed.

 For the nation as a whole, the average daily com-

mute to work lasted about 24.3 minutes in 2003.

 Based on a ranking of states with the longest aver-

age commute-to-work times, the data showed that New

York (30.4 minutes) and Maryland (30.2 minutes)

residents spent the most time travelling to their jobs.

 States with some of the lowest average commute

times included South Dakota (15.2 minutes), North

Dakota (15.4 minutes), Nebraska (16.5 minutes) and

Montana (16.9 minutes).

 In a ranking of large cities with populations of

250,000 or more, New York (38.3 minutes), Chicago

(33.2 minutes), Newark of New Jersey (31.5 minutes)

and Riverside of California (31.2 minutes) had among

the nation's highest average commute times.

 Among the 10 cities with the highest average

commuting times, New York and Baltimore lay claim

to having the highest percentage of people with "ex-

treme" commutes, with 5.6 per cent of their commut-

ers spent 90 or more minutes getting to work.

 The American Community Survey data are based

on responses from a sample of households across the

nation in 2003.   — MNA/Xinhua

Indonesia to hunt corrupt people overseas

China praises hardworking,
prolific journalist Gan Yuanzhi

Philippine city claims world record of longest barbecue grill

 The title may have

been nailed down more

than an hour after the first

of more than 2,000 grills

or 2.006 kilometres were

lighted at 5.00 pm Satur-

day by House Speaker

Jose de Venecia Jr, Immi-

gration Commissioner

Alipo Fernandez Jr,

Mayor Benjamin Lim,

Vice-Mayor Alvin

Fernandez and guests.

 De Venecia said he

had no doubt whatsoever

that Dagupan already re-

took its title in the

barbeque grill event with

the grand display of unity

and cooperation of almost

all the people of the city

and their visitors.

 About 100,000 people

excitedly poured into AB

Fernandez Avenue,

Dagupan's principal

streets, to give a hand to

their city in reclaiming the

world's longest grills event

from a town in Turkey that

nailed down the crown in

2003 at 1.6 kilometres.

 City Councillor

Michael Fernandez, chair

of the Bangus Festival,

whose main event was the

barbeque grill, expressed

confidence that Dagupan

already reclaimed its old

world crown it earned 3

May 2003 at 1.007 kilo-

metres that was however

short-live.

 This was the fourth

barbeque grill event called

locally as "Kalutan ed

Dagupan." The first event

in 2002 did not produced

any world record. It was

the second one in 2003

when Dagupan finally

clinched the world record

by eclipsing the 634-kilo-

metre barbeque grill put

up by a city in Peru years

back.

 Fernandez said the

documentation of the

event will be sent to the

London-based Guinness

Book of World Records

which earlier issued the

bid number as the identi-

fication number of

Dagupan City for the

event.

 He said the feat was

made possible not for any-

thing else but the unity

and cooperation extended

by the locals and guests so

that the world's barbeque

record can be achieved.

 The world record in

barbeque grill was so im-

portant for Dagupan

which is zealously pro-

moting its number

one product—bangus

 JAKARTA, 1 May   —

The Indonesian Govern-

ment would  hunt corrupt

people who escaped to

other countries, with or

without extradition treaty

with them, official said

here on Firday.

The Indonesian Gov-

ernment would use its

friendly ties with the  coun-

tries to pursue them, said

Indonesian Vice-Attorney

General Basrief Arief.

"Pursuing the high class

corrupt people who es-

caped to other countries,

which have no extradition

treaty with Indonesia,

would be carried out by

using the Indonesia's good

relation with the countries,"

Arief who was quoted by

the Detik online as saying.

He said that the authorities

had found out the hiding

place of the corrupt people,

including China, Hong

Kong, the United  States

and Singapore, which have

no extradition with Indone-

sia. Indonesian President

Susilo Bambang Yudhono

has reaffirmed to  clean up

the country from endemic

corruption, which ham-

pered economic develop-

ment in the country.

MNA/Xinhua

(milkfish) in the interna-

tional market and any-

where in the world where

there are Filipinos.

 There were more than

25,000 pieces of bangus

of more than 8,000 kilos

that were grilled at one

time for the world record-

breaking feat.

 After its documenta-

tion, the people grilled

other food like meat,

hotdogs, mussels and oth-

ers which they all partook

in a street party till mid-

night. — MNA/Xinhua

MANILA , 2 May  — The northern Philippine town of Dagupan has been proclaimed the owner of the
world's longest barbecue grill event by the Guinness Book of World Records.

 Gan, 39, is said to have released

1,051 stories in 1,059 days since he

started working as a reporter at the

Hainan Daily, mouthpiece of the pro-

vincial committee of the Communist

Party of China (CPC) of southern Chi-

na's Hainan island province.

 He died of a sudden heart attack on

4 September, 2004 when covering an

event.

 The order, jointly issued by the

Publicity Department of the CPC Cen-

tral Committee and the All-China Jour-

nalist Association, praised Gan for his

great spirit of hard work and dedication

to his career until the last minute of his

life and called for all journalists in the

country to learn from his example.

 "All journalists should learn his

Marxist viewpoint of journalism and his

firm adherence to the journalistic princi-

ples of authenticity, balance, objectivity

and fairness," said the order, hailing him

as a model CPC member from China's

journalism profession.

  MNA/Xinhua

  BEIJING , 1 May  — The Chinese Government has issued an order to
honour Gan Yuanzhi, a hardworking, prolific journalist who died of a heart
attack when on duty.

Teheran’s new international airport reopens
TEHERAN, 2 May  — A newly built international

airport in Teheran, named after late leader of Iran's

Islamic revolution Khomeini, reopened on Saturday

after it was closed down last May due to security con-

cerns.  The new airport, some 80 kilometres southwest of

Teheran and currently in its first phase, was officially

inaugurated with the landing of a foreign aircraft.

 It is the country's largest airport and has the poten-

tial to handle some six million passengers each year and

this figure can be increased in three more phases.

 Iran's civil aviation authorities announced last

week that Iran is set to finally reopen the airport. It will

handle all flights on the route between Iran and the

United Arab Emirates.   — MNA/Xinhua

A Scalar employee displays their new ‘Teleglass’ which allows the wearer to
watch full-length movies on a tiny screen hooked over the top of eyeglasses.

Scalar and display material maker Arisawa Manufacturing will put them on the
market next month at an estimated price of 50,000 yen.— INTERNET

Actor Jared Padalecki arrives with Sandra McCoy for
the New York screening of his new movie ' House of
Wax', the final movie to be shown at the Tribeca Film
        Festival,on 30 April, 2005.—INTERNET
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Manchester United beat Charlton to pressure
Arsenal

 LONDON, 2 May— Manchester United made light of their recent scoring
problems by cruising to a 4-0 win away to Charlton Athletic at The Valley on
Sunday, closing the gap in the Premiership on second-placed Arsenal to a
point.

AC Milan beat Fiorentina, Cagliari draw
Reggina

 ROME,  2  May— Andriy Shevchenko scored two goals within eight minutes
early in the second half as AC Milan rallied to a 2-1 victory at Fiorentina
Saturday to move three points clear of Juventus atop the Serie A.

Benfica edge Belenenses 1-0, extend
lead in Portuguese league

 LISBON, 2 May— Simao Sabrosa converted a 69th-minute penalty

to give Benfica a 1-0 win over Belenenses to extend its lead to four

points atop the Portuguese First-Division soccer league.

 FC Porto kept pace with a 1-0 victory over Maritimo, improving

to 57 points and moving one point past Sporting into second place.

 Sporting will have a chance to reclaim second and climb back

within three points of Benfica when it travels to play Braga on

Sunday.

 South African striker Benni McCarthy scored for Porto in the 25th,

finishing off a pass by Helder Postiga for his 10th goal this season.

 Ten minutes later Diego Ribas da Cunha appeared to have added

a second, but it was annulled sparking protests from players and

drawing the ire of the crowd.

 Nacional trounced minnow Estoril 4-1.—MNA/Xinhua

 Former England midfielder Paul

Scholes capitalized on a fumble by

debutant Addicks goalkeeper Stephan

Andersen to score a 34th minute tap-in

and Scotland international Darren

Fletcher struck a well-taken second 10

minutes later.

 England strikers Alan Smith and

Wayne Rooney completed the rout, Smith

scoring in the 62nd minute after robbing

Talal El Karkouri of possession and the

unmarked Rooney striking a fourth past

sorry Charlton five minutes later.

 United, who remain third in the Pre-

miership, need to overtake fellow FA

Cup finalists Arsenal to qualify directly

for the group stages of next season's

Champions League.

 Arsenal can restore their four point

advantage if they beat struggling West

Brom away on Monday.

 Charlton, suffering their traditional

end-of-season slump, had won just once

in 11 previous Premiership matches and

the defeat leaves them 11th in the table

and all but blows their hopes of qualify-

ing for the UEFA Cup.

 While Charlton was slaughtered, their

city rival Tottenham Hotspur notched

up an impressive 5-1 win over Aston

Villa to move closer to UEFA Cup foot-

ball next season. A day after Chelsea

won the Premier League title with a 2-0

win at Bolton Wanderers, the chase for

European football continued with Spurs

moving into a provisional UEFA Cup

slot in seventh place.

 Spurs were 3-0 up inside the opening

half hour after two goals from Mali

international striker Frederic Kanoute

and one from captain Ledley King, while

Gareth Barry pulled one back from the

penalty spot for Villa just before the

break.

 The record 12th win on the road this

season lifted Milan to 76 points with

four matches to play.

 Juventus can once again tie its rival in

first place with a victory as it hosts

Bologna on Sunday.

 The Turin team will be under heavy

pressure as it can not afford losing points

ahead of the May 8 showdown with

Milan at San Siro, which is likely to

decide the 2005 title.

 At Artemio Franchi stadium,

Shevchenko's goals boosted his team's

confidence ahead of Wednesday's Cham-

pions League second-leg semifinal at

PSV Eindhoven. Milan starts with a 2-0

lead from the first leg.

 Fiorentina, a former powerhouse

struggling in the relegation zone, played

an impressive match, scoring the open-

ing goal, but squandered some clear

chances and was punished by two great

moves from Shevchenko, who improved

his season record to 16 goals.

 Midfielder Enzo Maresca put the

Florentine team in front after 25 minutes

with a quick, close-range header off a

rebound from a corner kick.

 Shevchenko kicked in a curling cross

from Serginho in the 46th and headed in

the game winner in the 54th, again fed by

his Brazilian teammate.

 ``Fiorentina played very well, but we

were able to turn the match in the second

half,'' Shevchenko said. ̀ `We made a very

important step forward. Now let's wait for

tomorrow's results.''

 The 14th loss of this season left

Fiorentina in next-to-last place with 34

points, within reach by last-place Atalanta

which is at Udinese Sunday.

MNA/Xinhua

Charlton Athletic's Talal El Karkouri, right, challenges Manchester United's
Wayne Rooney during their English Premiership match at The Valley, London,

on 1 May, 2005. Manchester United won the match 4-0.—INTERNET

AC Milan's Andriy Shevchenko (R) scores as Fiorentina's goalkeeper Cristian
Cejas (bottom) and Giorgio Chiellini look at the ball during their Italian Serie
A soccer match at the Artemio Franchi stadium in Florence on 30 April, 2005.

INTERNET

Strasbourg win
French League Cup
 PARIS, 2 May— Racing Strasbourg

salvaged their season by winning the

League Cup after beating fellow Ligue

1 strugglers Caen 2-1 with a late free

kick from defender Jean-Christophe

Devaux on Saturday. Devaux fired home

from 20 metres after 78 minutes to

present Strasbourg, who are 14th in the

league and threatened by relegation, with

a ticket to next season's UEFA Cup.

 "It was tough as we knew it would

be," said Strasbourg coach Jacky

Dugueperoux, whose team had crushed

Caen 5-0 in their previous meeting, a

Ligue 1 match in February.

 "I had said before the final that there

was not much difference between the

teams and it showed.

 "This doesn't salvage our season. It

will have done only if we manage to

remain in the top flight."

 Powerful striker Mamadou Niang put

Strasbourg in the lead on 39 minutes,

heading in from close range following a

cross by midfielder Yacine Abdessadki.

 Caen, second from bottom in Ligue 1

and chasing their first major trophy,

responded four minutes later, a swift

counter-attack ending with striker

Sebastien Mazure scoring from the edge

of the area.—MNA/Xinhua

Wenger admits
interest in Beckham
 LONDON, 2 May— Arsenal manager

Arsene Wenger has admitted he might

be interested in signing David Beckham

— if Real Madrid were willing to sell the

midfielder. "We will have some money

to spend in the summer and if there was

a chance to sign David Beckham, we

would look at it," Wenger said.

 "If the situation arises that it is possi-

ble, why not?"

  Last month, England captain

Beckham, 29, distanced himself from

speculation linking him with a return to

Britain.

 "I've said many times that I'm very

happy in Madrid. My life is very happy,"

he said.

 "I have two years left on my contract

and I want to finish my career playing

football for Real Madrid."

 Beckham played for Real in their 2-0

win over Real Sociedad on Saturday.

 MNA/Xinhua MNA/Xinhua

Cech relishes title
triumph

 LONDON, 2 May— Chelsea goalkeeper

Petr Cech admitted clinching the Pre-

miership title was by far the biggest

moment of his career to date.

 The Czech shot-stopper has enjoyed a

tremendous first season in England and

was chosen for the PFA Premiership

team of the season last week.

 He gave another demonstration of his

quality with an important save from

teammate Geremi in the 2-0 win at Bol-

ton Wanderers that cemented The Blues'

first league title in 50 years.

 Cech revealed that celebrations after

the triumph at Bolton had remained

largely low-key, with next week's UEFA

Champions League clash with Liverpool

in mind, but was delighted to have picked

up the first honour of his club career.

 "I enjoyed it, it was a great feeling,"

remarked Cech. "The celebrations con-

tinued in the dressing room. Everybody

was celebrating, players, the manage-

ment, coach Mourinho. "We raised a

small toast after dinner, but the big cel-

ebrations are still to come.

 "It's certainly the biggest success of

my club career. "When it was still 0-1, I

knew we were very, very close to it, but

it still wasn't over, because I told myself

they could still score.—MNA/Xinhua
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Monday, 2 May, 2005
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30

hours MST: During the past 24 hours, rain or thun-

dershowers have been isolated in Shan, Kayah States,

Sagaing, Mandalay, Yangon and Bago Divisions,

weather has been partly cloudy in the remaining

areas. The noteworthy amount of rainfall recorded

was Monghsat  (2.17) inches. Day temperatures were

(3°C) to (4°C) above normal in Kachin, Kayin States,

Yangon and upper Sagaing Divisions, (5°C) above

normal in Mon State Magway Division, (8˚C) above

normal Ayeyawady and Taninthayi Divisions and

about in the remaining areas. The significant day

temperature were Magway, Minbu and Tharrawady

(42°C) each.

Maximum temperature on 1-5-2005 was 106°F.

Minimum temperature on 2-5-2005 was 74°F. Rela-

tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 2-5-2005 was

61%. Total sunshine hours on 1-5-2005 was (8.6)

hours approx. Rainfalls on 2-5-2005 were nil at

Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Total

rainfalls since 1-1-2005 were 1.46 inches at Yangon

Airport, 1.93 inches at Kaba-Aye and 0.32 inch at

central Yangon. Maximum wind speed at Yangon

(Kaba-Aye) was 5 mph from Southwest at 13:15

hours MST on 30-4-2005.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the

South West Bay and partly cloudy elsewhere in the

Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 3-5-2005: Like-

lihood of scattered rain or thundershowers in Kachin,

Chin, Northern Shan State, upper Sagaing Division

isolated in Nothern Rakhine State, Mandalay. lower

Sagaing, Magway, Bago and Yangon Divisions and

weather will be partly cloudy in the remaining ar-

eas. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the sea: Seas will be slight in Myanmar

waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Thundery

conditions in Upper Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area
for 3-5-2005: Likelihood of isolated rain or thun-

dershowers. Degree if certainty is (60%).

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area
for 2-5-2005: Likelihood of isolated rain or thunder-

showers. Degree if certainty is (60%).

WEATHER

8.30 am Brief news
8.35 am Music:

-Love is blind
8.40 am Perspectives
8.45 am Music:

-Gotta tell you
8.50 am National news/

Slogan
9.00 am Music:

-Whenever you
go

9.05 am International 
news

9.10 am Music
-In this life

1.30 pm News/Slogan
1.40 pm Lunch Time

Music
-Hello darling
-I love you
-Truely, madly,
deeply
-How do I live

9.00 pm English Speaking
Course Level-II
Unit

9.15 pm Article/Music
9.25 pm Weekly sports

reel
9.35 pm Music for your

listening pleasure
-I’m all about you
-Life is good

9.45 pm News/Slogan
10.00 pm  PEL
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8:30 am
 9. International news

8:45 am
10. Happy and Educational

English Summer

Course MRTV

4:00 pm
 1. Martial song

4:15 pm
 2. Songs to uphold

National Spirit

4:30 pm
 3. English for Everyday

Use

4:45 pm
 4. Musical programme

5:00 pm
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5:15 pm
 6. Dance of national races

5:30 pm
 7.!�1������	������	0�	!�1������	������	0�	!�1������	������	0�	!�1������	������	0�	!�1������	������	0�	
5:45 pm
 8. Sing and Enjoy

6:15 pm

Tuesday, 3 May
View on today:
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6:30 pm
10. Evening news

7:00 pm
11. Weather report

7:05 pm
12. Musical programme

7:15 pm
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7:25 pm
14. The Mirror Images of

The Musical Oldies

7:40 pm
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8:00 pm
16. News

17. International news

18. Weather report
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20. The next day’s

programme

Erdogan made the re-

marks before his depar-

ture for his two-day offi-

cial visits to Israel and the

Palestinian territories.

Heading a large Turk-

ish delegation including

four ministers, some 10

Parliament members and

about 100 businessmen,

Erdogan is on a tour aimed

at mending fences with

Israel and reaffirming sup-

port for the Palestinians.

Erdogan said “in our

meetings with Israeli and

Palestinian officials, we

will inform the parties that

Turkey can help negotia-

tions between Israel and

Palestine. We may be able

to sponsor conferences in

Turkey that will contrib-

ute to Israeli-Palestinian

ties.” As for the relations

with Israel, Erdogan

stressed that Turkish-Is-

raeli ties have a multi-di-

mensional shape, saying

that “in the recent past,

our economic and com-

mercial ties with Israel

have developed signifi-

cantly. As of the end of

2004, our mutual trade vol-

ume reached two billion

US dollars”. “During my

present visit, we will sign

a Turkey-Israel Industrial

Foreign ideological policy
balmed for labour woes

in Africa
NAIROBI , 2 May — The structural adjustment

policies induced by the World Bank and the In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF) have failed to
create the required economic growth rates to ab-
sorb the unemployed people in Africa, a labour
union leader said on Sunday.

Turkish PM optimistic
about Mideast peace

ANKARA , 2 May— Turkish Prime Minister Recep
Tayyip Erdogan said on Sunday that the ceasefire
declared between Israel and Palestinians on 8 Feb-
ruary makes Turkey optimistic about peace, secu-
rity and stability in the future.

Research and Develop-

ment Cooperation Agree-

ment,” he added.

Erdogan is to meet on

Sunday with Israeli Presi-

dent Moshe Katsav and

Prime Minister Ariel

Sharon.

Turkey had main-

tained close economic and

defence ties with Israel but

the bilateral ties took a

chilled turn last year when

Erdogan called Israel’s as-

sassination of Hamas lead-

ers “state terror”.

Israel considered

Erdogan’s visit as a return

to “business as usual” be-

tween the two countries.

After the talks in Is-

rael, Erdogan is scheduled

to arrive in the West Bank

city of Ramallah Monday

to meet Palestinian leader

Mahmoud Abbas and

Prime Minister Ahmed

Qurei. “Turkey supports

its Palestinian brothers and

sisters in living under an

independent govern-

ment’s roof... Turkey will

continue assistance to Pal-

estine during its recon-

struction process.

 MNA/Xinhua

 According to Francis

Atwoli, the secretary-

general of Kenya’s Cen-

tral Organization of

Trade Unions (COTU),

African countries con-

tinue to languish in ab-

solute poverty and under-

development due to the

adoption of what he calls

“foreign ideologies”.

 Speaking during the

international Labour Day

celebrations in Nairobi,

the Kenyan labour union

leader said African coun-

tries need a paradigm

shift from foreign poli-

cies and stick to

homegrown economic

policies.

 “For Kenya and Af-

rica to grow at the rate

required to reduce pov-

erty, the whole continent

must undergo a new era

of re-birth. We should de-

link from foreign poli-

cies,” Atwoli told work-

ers who had gathered to

mark the day.

 The Labour Day cel-

ebrations, largely

snubbed by Kenyans who

felt nothing ever comes

out of the national cer-

emonies, focused on the

theme “Show us the

Jobs”, a tactical demand

on the government to

show proof of the

500,000 jobs it pledged

to create every year.

 African companies

are facing stiff competi-

tion on the global scene,

following rapid globali-

zation currently catching

up with ill-prepared firms

on the manufacturing

sector.

 Atwoli said the

manufacturing sector is

one of the biggest casu-

alties of the economic re-

forms induced by the

World Bank and IMF,

which has led to the re-

trenchment of workers as

their working conditions

deteriorate.

 Cutthroat competi-

tion combined with the

dumping of substandard

goods has undermined

the growth of local indus-

tries and employers have

been forced to declare

workers redundant and

retrench them without

paying dues, Atwoli said.

 MNA/Xinhua



10th Waning of Tagu  1367 ME Tuesday, 3 May,  2005

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round
development of other sectors of the economy as well

* Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
* Uplift of health, fitness and education

standards of the entire nation

* Stability of the State, community peace
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation
* Emergence of a new enduring State

Constitution
* Building of a new modern developed

nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives Four social objectivesFour political objectives

YANGON, 2 May—A ceremony to hoist

Seinbudaw and Hngetmyatnadaw atop historic

Mahavijayaranthi Pagoda on Thuwunna Mantala Hill

in Phayagyi Model Village, Bago Township, Bago

Division, was held in the precinct of the pagoda this

morning, attended by member of the State Peace and

Development Council Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than.

Also present on the occasion were members of

the Sangha led by State Ovadacariya Bago Panhlaing

Sarthintaik Presiding Sayadaw Agga Maha Pandita

Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than attends ceremony to hoist
Seinbudaw, Hngetmyatnadaw atop historic

Mahavijayaranthi Pagoda in Phayagyi Model Village

INSIDE

(Page 7) AYE PHYU

Members of the Maternal and Child Welfare
Associations throughout the country work in coop-
eration with local and international organizations
including the UN agencies. No doubt MMCWA
members are a part of our nation’s strength!

YANGON, 2 May — Chairman of Electricity and

Fuel Use Supervisory Committee member of the State

Peace and Development Council Chief of Armed

Forces Training Lt-Gen Kyaw Win, accompanied by

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win inspects use of electricity at ministries, departments
Committee Secretary Deputy Minister for T ransport

Col Nyan Tun Aung and member Vice-Chairman of

Yangon City Development Committee Vice-Mayor

Col Maung Pa and officials, inspected use of electric-

ity at departments and ministries here this morning.

First, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win and party arrived at

the office of the Ministry of Industry-2 on Kaba Aye

Pagoda Road where he checked the use of electricity

and gave instructions to officials on efficient use of

electricity, use of power only at the places where there

is not enough sunlight during the day time and proper

use of electrical facilities in the office rooms.

Next, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win and party inspected

the use of electricity at the office of the Ministry of

Mines and departments, and left necessary instructions

to officials.

They went to the Ministry of Industry-1.

Minister U Aung Thaung reported on efficient use of

electricity. Later, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win inspected proper

use of electricity at the Ministry of Finance and

Revenue and Ministry of Home Affairs and gave

necessary instructions to officials.

 MNA

Agga Maha Saddhammajotika Dhaja Bhaddanta

Sasana, member Sayadaws of State Sangha Maha

Nayaka Committee, the Presiding Sayadaws of Bago

Myoma Sarthintaik and Dhammar Lankara Kyaungtaik,

Chairman of Bago Division Peace and Development

Council Commander of Southern Command Maj-Gen

Ko Ko and wife, senior military officers, heads of

department, local authorities, well-wishers, guests,

social organizations and local people.

The first session of the ceremony was held with

the recitation of Namo Tassa three times.

Next, the congregation led by Lt-Gen Khin

Maung Than and Commander Maj-Gen Ko Ko re-

ceived the Nine Precepts from Sayadaw Bhaddanta

Sasana.

Later, members of the Sangha recited parittas.

Next, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than presented

Seinbudaw and offertories to a Sayadaw while

Commander   Maj-Gen   Ko  Ko   and   wife   presented

(See page 9)

Lt -Gen Kyaw Win inspects consumption of electricity at an office under the Ministry of Industry-2.—MNA

Lt-Gen  Khin  Maung Than, Commander Maj-Gen Ko Ko and officials hoist Seinbudaw and Hngetmyatnadaw atop Mahavijayaranthi Pagoda .—MNA


