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Four political objectives Four economic objectives Four social objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peace| [ || * Development of agriculture as the base and all-roun * Uplift of the morale and morality of
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and development of other sectors of the economy as well the entire nation
order * Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integ-

* National reconsolidation system rity and preservation and safeguard-

* Emergence of a new enduring Stat * Development of the economy inviting participation in ing of cultural heritage and national
Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments fron| character

* Building of a new modern develope sources inside the country and abroad *Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation in accord with the new State| * The initiative to shape the national economy must be ke * Uplift of health, fitness and education
Constitution in the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of the entire nation

YANGON, 6 April —At the invitation of Prime Minister of the Lao Peo-
ple’s Democratic Republic Mr Bounnhang Vorachith, Prime Minister of the
Socialist Republic of Vietnam Mr Phan Van Khai and Prime Minister of the
Kingdom of Cambodia Samdech Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Union of
Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe Win left here by special aircraft at 8 am today to pay
official visits to the three countries.

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win and party were seen off at Yangon In-
ternational Airport by Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Development
Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-in-Chief
(Army) Vice-Senior General Maung Aye, Secretary-1 of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen Thein Sein, members of the State Peace and
Development Council, the Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander of Yangon Command, ministers, senior military
officers, charges d’affaires ai and officials of the Lao PDR Embassy, the Viet-

namese Embassy and the Cambodian Embassy, Director-General Lt-Col Pe -—
Nyein of the State Peace and Development Council Office and departmental . _.____-r"‘-'-.-....-.- —_
heads. " -

-

The Prime Minister was accompanied by Minister for Commerce Brig- - il g
Gen Tin Naing Thein, Minister for Cooperatives Col Zaw Min, Minister for
Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs U Kyaw
Thu and departmental heads. — MNA

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye shakes hands with Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe
Win at the airport on departure for Lao PDR, Vietnam and Cambediaia

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye sees off Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win at Yangon International Airport before his goodwill visits to Lao PDR,
Vietham and Cambodia- Mna

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan
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Work with good intentions
for the State and the peopl¢

Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges,
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State
* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

olding negative vi

In building a peaceful and developed
nation, concerted efforts must be made fo
strong national economy. In strengthening thd
national economy, the government regards th
national entrepreneurs as colleagues in the san
boat. Strong national economy is necessary f
the establishment of a democracy.

Therefore, national entrepreneurs with fi-
nancial and other resources are required to tak
an active part. National entrepreneurs who serv
as a bridge between the State and the peogle
including the workforce are indispensable fof
the development of national economy.

In his meeting with entrepreneurs who
are engaged in rubber and oil palm cultivation
and fisheries on 4 April at the hall of Coasta]
Region Command in Myeik, Chairman of the
State Peace and Development Council Cor
mander-in-Chief of Defence Services Senign

b

YANGON, 6 April —
With a view to develop-
ing up-to-date general
knowledge of rural peo-
ple, Dohkyeywa Journal
Vol II, No 8 came out
today.

The journal accepts
manuscripts and adver-
tisements at No 30-32,
10th Street, Lanmadaw,
Tel: 371342, 252452 and
379768. —MNA

Cover of Dohkyeyw:
Journal— mMNA

General Than Shwe said that the task of reny
edying the weaknesses and fulfilling the requirep
ments of the State which is behind others fqg
various reasons would be successfully carrigd
out only if the three forces — the governmeng
the people and the Tatmadaw — worked har
in concert and that the term ‘people’ included
national entrepreneurs.

The people and national entrepreneurs ar
always in oneness and, due to the encourade
ment of the government and the active partici
pation of the people, national economy has begr
in a better shape.

In the past, because of the lack of ng-
tional entrepreneurs with financial and other
resources, national economic development wi
slow and per capita income was low.

Now, at the time of the Tatmadaw Gov.
ernment, private businesses are being encoy
aged and all the necessary assistance render
national economy is developing and there haJe
been job opportunities for the people.

In striving for the national economic de-|
velopment, it is necessary for national entre
preneurs to set a balance between the intereqt:
of the nation and their own. They must culti-
vate national spirit and Union Spirit.

All the people including national entre-
preneurs ought to be loyal to the State and aJ

1
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Deputy Foreign Minister

receives Chinese guests

YANGON, 6 April— Deputy Minister for Foreign
Affairs U Maung Myint today received the Chinese
delegation led by Professor Yu Xintian, Chairman of
Shanghai Institute of International Studies, SIIS, of the
People’s Republic of China at the ministry and dis-
cussed bilateral relations and cooperation.

Together with the deputy minister on the occa-
-sion were Ambassador U Nyunt Tin, Secretary of
Myanmar Institute of Strategic and International Stud-
ies, (Myanmar-ISIS) and advisers U Than Tun and U
Thet Win and officials from MOFA. The Chinese
guests were accompanied by officials of Chinese em-
bassy in Myanmar.— MNA
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Join in the Effort to Make
a Healthy World

Our world is made up of families;

Some are poor and some, wealthy.

For majority to be healthy

Don't take it as just a blessing.

True values of personal hygiene

Healthy lifestyle and healthy living

Saying “No” to all harmful things

Warning bells each one has to ring.
Ignorance can be real dangerous

More people must be health conscious
Through ways and means various

Like educative talks for multipurpose.
Advocacy and public awareness

Keys to prevent HIV/AIDS

And many other fatal diseases

Campaign should be launched in full
strength

Healthy mothers and healthy babies to be
ensured

Safe motherhood programmes followed for
sure

From birth, to survive, grow, and mature
For newborns, special attention and

if necessary, cure.

To shape up a healthy world

You don’t wait to be called

Extend your hands to the needy all
Remember— little rain drops make a great
waterfall.

Aye Phyu)

- Deputy Minister for
“ . Foreign Affairs

U Maung Myint
receives Professor Yu
Xintian, Chairman of
Shanghai Institute of

International Studies,

SIIS, of China.—Na

1Y

those in government service, on their part, hayv
to carry out their respective duites conscien
tiously and work for the development of their|
respective regions.

Finally, we would like to urge national
entrepreneurs and all those in public service t
work with good intentions in the interests of

Jhe State and the people. )
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INTERNET COURSE CONCLUDED: The Intrody
tion to Internet Course 5/2005, co-organized
Myanmar Women'’s Sports Federation and Myan
Computer Federation, concluded Wednesday. Le
of the Working Group Daw Aye Aye prese
completion certificates to a traineema
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Chinese Vice-President meets
Thai Princess

Beuing, 5 April — Greeting Thai Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, who
arrived here earlier Monday for an 11-day visit, Chinese Vice-President Zeng
Qinghong on Monday called China-Thailand ties "a model of good-neigh-

- .—r_.
Chinese elementary students listen during a lesson at a school in Yuan
County, central China's Hunan Province, on 4 April, 200BiTERNET

bourly cooperation.”
He said China would
like to work with Thailand
to facilitate their strategic
cooperation "score new
progress on the 30th anni-
iR@rsary of establishment of
Sino-Thaidiplomaticties".

China-South Asia trade surges bu
investment lagging

Bewing, 5 April — China-South Asia trade and economic cooperation haf

surged lately, according to a Chinese trade official, indicating "great marke!
two-way investment, construction and natural

potential," especially in
resources.

"Chinaand South Asia
share a long-term friend-
ship, and their trade and
economic cooperation en-
joys geographic advan-
tages and great market
potential," said Wang
Bingxin, director of the
Ministry of Commerce
Asia Section.

Sino-South Asian
trade was 19.53 billion US
dollars in 2004, up about
60 per cent year on the
year, the largest growth in
Chinese foreign trade,
Ministry of Commerce
figures show.

China and the coun-

tries of South Asia signed
13.8 billion US dollars
worth economic and tech-
nology contracts in 2004,
and South Asia has be-
come China's major over-
seas market in construc-
tion projects, Wang said.
He said their cooperation
in natural resources has
become a new growth
area.

"The implementation
of the South Asia free trade
agreement in January
2006 will mark anew stage
of China-South Asia co-
operation," Wang said.

The volume of two-

way investment between
China and South Asia was
small, however — 202
million US dollars Chi-
nese investment in South
Asiaand 140 million from
South Asia to China
through 2004, according
to the Ministry of Com-
merce.

Analysts say China
and South Asia could fa-
cilitate trade and further
theircooperationininvest-
ment, tourism, cultural and
educational sectors in a
bid to push theireconomic
and trade cooperation to a
new high.—MNA/Xinhua

The two nations have
talways treated each other
equally and supported and
sympathized with each
other, Zeng said. He said
Phe particularly appreciated
the contributions made by
the Princess and the Thai
royal family to the Sino-
Thai relations.

The Princess said she
was very pleased to visit
China again on the 30th
anniversary of the estab-
lishment of Sino-Thai dip-
lomatic ties. She said her
ongoing visit is aimed at
promoting educational, sci-
entific, technological and
cultural exchanges and co-
operation between the two
nations.

Sheis scheduled to visit
the Silk Road and learn
about the development of
the western parts of China,
"so as to do more for the

Thailand-China friend-
ship," she said.

The Princess thanked
China for its assistance to
Thailand after it was hit by
the devastating tsunami last
December.

Later Monday, Gu
Xijulian, vice-chairwoman
of the Standing Committee
of the National People's
Congress, also met with
Sirindhorn, saying the Prin-
cess' current visit would
serve to further the Sino-
Thai friendship "that has
been deeply rooted in the

China, Japan to continue
promoting trade cooperation

Bewing, 5 April — Chinese Minister of Com-

merce Bo Xilai said here Monday he hopes Chin
and Japan will join hands to continue promoting

hearts of the two peoples".
Princess Maha said she
aspires to introduce more
of China to her people in
Thailand and she will make
unremitting efforts to pro-
Rmote the understanding and
friendship between the two

bilateral trade cooperation based upon the existing peoples.
foundation, realizing mutual benefits.

Bo made the remarks when meeting with a delegation
from the Japanese Council for the Promotion of Interna-
tional Trade, headed by Ryutaro Hashimoto, president of
the council and former Japanese Prime Minister.

Bo said China is willing to actively promote the
cooperation among itself, Japan and South Korea, and
the cooperation of the three countries and the Associa-

Her current visit is her
20th to China. She has not
only increased the Chinese
people's understanding of
Thailand, but also intro-
duced China to the Thai
people. Besides Beijing, she
willtourthe Xinjiang Uygur

tion of South-East Asian Nations (10+3).

"China always pays attention to developing Sino-
Japanese trade and economic cooperation,” Bo said.
Since China embraced its reform and opening-up

Autonomous Region and
Gansu Province in north-
west China and Sichuan
Province in the southwest.

APEC circular economy meeting to

be held in

YINCHUAN, 5 April — The circular
economy meeting (China session) of
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation
(APEC) will be staged from 3 to 5 June
in Yinchuan, capital of northwest Chi-
na's Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, a
Yinchuan official announced Monday.

Wang Jiubin, Yinchuan Vice-
Mayor, said at a Press conference that
the meeting will focus on APEC's circu-
lar economy and China's "developing
the west" strategy. Reports and speeches

N-W China

will be made on topics such as "case
study of circular economy development
in Asia-Pacific countries," and "devel-
oping circular economy and exploring
China's' West."

A trade fair on metallurgy, coal,
chemical industry, building materials,
paper making, waste recycling and ecol-
ogy building will be held during the
meeting to promote cooperation between
Chinese and overseas enterprises.

MNA/Xinhua

policies 26 years ago, Sino-Japanese trade ties pro-
gressed rapidly. From 1993 to 2003, Japan was Chi-
na's biggest trade partner for the 11 successive years.
By February 2005, Japan's direct investment in China
had totalled 47.9 billion US dollars.

Bo said China and Japan enjoy "very broad coop-
eration areas", not only in manufacturing and infra-
structure construction, but also in the services industry
and environmental protection and resource explora-
tion. China has a huge domestic market, which pro-
vides rich soil for the further deepening of Sino-
Japanese trade cooperation.— MNA/Xinhua

In 2004, the Princess
was granted the title of
"Friendship Ambassador"
in Beijing for her efforts in
promoting friendly ex-
changesbetween Chinaand
Thailand. She has shown a
great love for Chinese his-
tory and culture and has a
very deep friendship with
Chinese people.

MNA/Xinhua

Four US service members killed in Iraq

BacHDAD, 5 April—Four US service
members were killed in Iraq, the mili-
tary said on Tuesday.

A Marine, of the 3rd Reconnais-
sance Battalion, Regimental Combat
Team 8,2nd Marine Division, I Marine
Expeditionary Force, was killed by an
explosion during combat operations
Monday, the military said in a statement
from Camp Fallujah.

A Task Force Baghdad soldier was
killed on Tuesday when a bomb hidden
in a taxi exploded, hitting his convoy in
the southern neighbourhood of Dora in
the capital. Four other soldiers were
injured in the blast and evacuated for
medical treatment.

The military also said that two US
soldiers were killed during a battle with
dozens of guerillas in a remote part of
eastern Diyala Province the prior day.
US troops were sent to assist Iraqi sol-
diers whoencountered the guerillas while
searching for weapons caches.

Two other US soldiers were wounded
in the Diyala attack.

The names of the service members
were being withheld pending notifica-
tion of next of kin.

As of Monday, 4 April , 2005, atleast
1,536 members of the US military have
died since the beginning of the Iraq war
in March 2003, according to an ASSo-
ciatedPresscount.—Internet

An Iraqi policeman and US Army soldiers secure the scene of a car bomb

explosion in western Baghdad on 5 April, 2005NTERNET
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S Korean, Japanese FMs t¢
meet in Pakistan

Seout, 5 April — South Korean and Japanese foreign ministers will hol
private meeting later this week in Pakistan over recently chilled relations,
announced South Korean Foreign Ministry on Monday.

South Korean Foreign
Minister Ban Ki-moon is
to meet his Japanese
counterpart Nobutaka
Machimura in Pakistan
Thursday on the sidelines
of the Asian Cooperation
Dialogue, a regional
forum of 26 Asian
countries, South Korean
Ministry spokesman Lee
Kyu-hyung said.

"The history textbook,
history perception and
other issues of common
interest will be discussed,"
the spokesman said.

The meeting comes at

a time that when the two
countries are seriously at
odds over a chain of
disputed islets located in
the East Sea (Sea of
Japan) and a new edition
of a Japanese history
textbook.

South Korea insists the
islets, called "Dokdo" in
Korean language, have
been listed as its territory
in history literature since
the fifth century. Dokdo
now is under effectual
control of South Korea
who has deployed a
garrison of coast police

on the islets since 1954.

While Japan also e
claims the islets, called
"Takeshima"inJapan, has
beenits territory since 17th =

Century, as written in
literatures. h i
Japanese Shimane o

Prefecture Council on 16
March approved an
ordinance to designate
every February 22 as
"Takeshima Day" so as to
promote public awareness
of Japan's claim to the
islets. This move aroused

fury among South Korean Stadium on a Tokyo's entertainment hotel on

Smiling ray : A ray swims in a five-metre depth aquarium at the Epson Aqua

4 April, 20DSTERNET

Government and people.
Furtheraggregating the
countries' relations is the

Vietnam’s garment
export to EU down

Hanor, 5 April — Vietnam's export of garments
and textiles to one of its major markets, the
European Union (EU), declined three per cent in
the first three months of this year against the same
period last year, partly due to their low

revised Japanese history
textbook, as it was
reportedly whitewash the
Japanese wartime history
and add content backing
Japan's claim of Dokdo.
Japan's Education
Ministry planned to make

competitiveness.
The export value of

local garments and textiles
to Germany, England and
France dropped by 27.3
per cent, 26 per cent and
20 per cent, respectively,
according to the Trade
Ministry on Monday.
Local enterprises' slow
response to orders of large
customers, poor design
capacity, capital shortage,
ineffective management
over investment, and

heavy reliance on
imported materials are
making Vietnamese

garments and textiles less
competitive than similar
products of China, India
and Bangladesh in the EU
market. Vietnamcurrently
has to import 80 per cent of
materials and accessories
for production of garment

and textiles, said the
ministry.

The Vietnam Garment
and Textile Association
said the local products will
face fiercer competitionin
the EU market, since the
block has recently either
lowered or exempted
import tariffs for tsunami-
hitcountries, including Sri
Lanka, Thailand, India,
Indonesia and
Bangladesh. Viet-namese
garments and textiles are
still subject to the 12 per
cent tax.

The association is
calling for its members to
diversify products tohave
specificitems for specific
traditional markets, and
to explore new markets
in Africaand East Europe.
—MNA/Xinhua

aformal announcement of
its authorization of the
textbooks on Tuesday.
The Fusoshahistory
textbook, named after its
publisher, Fusosha
Publishing Inc., faced
harsh criticism in South
Korea upon its release in
2001. — MNA/Xinhua

Maldivian President meets with
Chinese FM

MatLe, 5 April — Maldivian President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom met with
Chinese Foreign Minister Li Zhaoxing on Sunday and expressed his thanks for
the assistance China has offered as tsunami relief efforts.

Gayoom thanked the
Chinese Government and
the Chinese people for
having provided timely

assistance for the
Maldives after the
tsunami.

"It shows the true
feelings between the two
peoples for the Chinese
leadership to send the
Foreign Minister to visit
our country in the high

time of after-tsunami
rebuilding," said
Gayoom. The President
said the Maldives hopes
to  strengthen its
cooperation with China
in such areas as political
affairs, economy, trade,
personnel and tourism.
Gayoom said his country
firmly supports the one-
China policy.

"We hope your country

Indian car major Maruti’'s annual sales rise

New DetHi, 5 April — India's car major Maruti Udyog Ltd recorded a 13.6
per cent rise in sales during 2004-05 over the previous year, though there w
a dip of over 4 per cent in exports, Indo-Asian News Service reported.

The company Monday informed the Bombay Stock Exchange that 536,301
vehicle units were sold in 2004-05, the highest ever annual sales since the company
began operations over 21 years ago. The company said the annual sale figure
includes exports of 48,899 units, marking a dip of 4.4 per cent from 2003-04's
51,175 units. The sales represented a growth of 13.6 per cent over 2003-04, when
472,122 vehicle units were sold.

"Maruti consolidated its leadership in the A 2 (premium compact) segment in the
domestic market, with Alto growing by over 108 per cent in 2004-05 and emerging
asIndia's largest selling passenger car model," the company said.During March, the
last month of the fiscal, the company sold 54,613 units, including 3,920 units of
exports. This is the highest ever in a month. —MNA/Xinhua

will be more prosperous,”
said the President.

On behalf of the
Chinese Government and
the Chinese people, Li
once again expressed
deep sympathy and
sincere solicitude to
President Gayoom, the
Maldivian Government
and the Maldivian people
for their losses during the
tsunami.

Li said he is delighted
to see the good progress
made by the Maldives in

aiss rebuilding effort, adding
that the Chinese Govern-
ment is willing to continue
to participate in the
rebuilding process. Li said
the two countries'relations,
based on the Five Princi-
ples of Peaceful Coexi-
stence, have made smooth
progress since the
establishment of their
diplomatic relations.
MNA/Xirhua

US soldiers move through a flock of

e = el

sheep as they patrol in the town of M

400 kilometres north of Baghdad, searching for weapons and guerillas in
area on 5 April, 2005.NTERNET

mistook his camera for a weapon, the US military
The cameraman and reporter suf- | was standing
fered minor injuries when he was shot
while covering a firefight for CBS in
Mosul, CBS News said. It asked that the
man's name not be reported for his pro-
tection. The US military said in a state-
ment from Mosul released at the Penta-
gon that US soldiers had been involved
in an engagement with at least one sus-
pected guerilla who was "waving an
AK-47 (assault rifle) and inciting a
oshwd of civilians."
theDuring the incident, "an individual
that appeared to have a weapon who

be a reporter

"Regretful
incident was
suspected gues

taken to a US

Cameraman for CBS
wounded by US troops in Iraq

NEw York, 6 April — An Iraqi freelance cameraman who works for CBS
News was shot and wounded on Tuesday in northern Iraq by US troops who

and CBS News said.
near the guerilla was shot

and injured. This individual turned out to

who was pointing a video

camera,” the military statement said.

ly, the reporter was injured

during the complex and volatile situa-
tion," the military said, adding that the

under investigation. The
rilla was killed, the military

said. The man, who was from Mosul, was

military hospital where he

was treated for what the military said were
minor wounds. He was expected to make a
full recovery.—Internet
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The propaganda village of Gijongdorng is seen near the truce village 0|
Panmunjom, about 55 km (34 miles) north of Seoul on 6 April, 200&ERNET

Wal-Mart to open new shopping
mall in N-W China city

X1’AN, 5 April — The
world’s largest retailer,
Wal-Mart, will openanew
shopping mall in Xi’an,
home of the famous terra-
cotta Army of the first
emperor of the Qin Dy-
nasty (221 BC-206 BC)
in northwest China’s
Shaanxi Province, accord-

ing to a city panel.

The panel of 28 peo-
ple representing all walks
of life in Xi’an discussed
the location of the shop-
ping mall and its impact
on the area’s transporta-
tion and local commerce.
Twenty-six members on
the panel voted for and

Women-only coaches in
Tokyo's railways launched

Tokyo, 5 April — Women-only cars in Tokyo
were launched for the first time in morning rush-
hour trains on Monday in a bid to prevent groping.

Some other regions
have already been using
women-only cars, but
Tokyo was slower to
adopt them due to
crowded platforms, ac-
cording to the Land, In-
frastructure and Transpor-
tation Ministry. The cars
are now available on two
railway lines in Tokyo.
Some other lines in the
area plan to launch
women-only cars starting
from 9 May.

At Ikebukuro Station
for the JR Saikyo Line,
female commuters and
students could be seen

boarding women-only
cars, while some appar-
ently unaware men were
seen dashing into the cars
as well.

Female passengers
generally had a good im-
pression on the new sys-
tem, with one saying, “I
feel relaxed because
there’s no chance of be-
ing groped.”

Only one women-only
car has been designated in
each of the Tokyo-bound
trains running through
around 9.30 am (0030
GMT).

MNA/Xinhua
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Vietham’s cassava export
to China soars

Hanor, 5 April— Vietnam exported some 4,000 tons of cassava starch to
China through its northern Mong Cai border gate in March, up 50 per cent
over February, according to the Viethamese Ministry of Trade on Monday.

Now, local exporters find it hard to
collect cassava starch to fulfil con-
tracts signed with Chinese partners,
since supplies in both northern and
southern region of Vietnam are lim-
ited. Prices of local cassava starch are
standing at around 2,050 yuan (246 US
dollars) per ton, up from 1,960 yuan
(235.2 dollars) per ton early this year.

The increasing prices are attrib-
uted to higher demand of such mar-
kets as China, Japan and some Euro-
pean countries, and thinner domestic
supplies due to droughts. Vietnam’s
two cassava baskets, the Southeast
and Central Highlands regions, are

badly affected by the prolonged
drought.

The central highlands province of
Dac Nong alone houses three cassava
starch plants with combined annual ca-
pacity of processing 500,000 tons of
fresh cassava. However, they are now
running at only 20 per cent of their
capacity, and facing bankruptcy.

Vietnam is expected to post export
revenue of three billion dollars to China
in 2005 and 5.5 billion dollars in 2010,
with key items being crude oil, coal,
rubber and cashew nuts. Their two-way
trade stood at more than 6.7 billion dol-
lars last year. —MNA/Xinhua

two others voted against
the new shopping mall,
which will have a com-
bined floor space of
19,000 square metres.

The new Wal-Mart
shopping mallis expected
to start operation in late
2006.

Wal-Mart has opened
more than 40 outlets in
major Chinese cities, in-
cluding Shenzhen,
Beijing, Harbin and
Nanjing, since its entry
into China in 1996. The
retaileremploys more than
20,000 employees in the
country.

MNA/Xinhua

Energy-free irrigation technology
iInvented in China

BeuinG, 5 April— A Chinese technologist has

invented and patented an

irrigation device that consumes no energy.

said.

Zhu Jun, inventor of
the Puquan Pump, said
Monday thathis tiny pump
irrigates plants automa-
tically.

The invention works
on the principle that water
moves from a compara-
tively humid environment
toacomparatively dry en-
vironment.

Zhu got the machine
to pour water from an ac-
cessory storage bag to soil
near plant roots. The
Beijing inventor used

Japan, NATO agree to helg

slow-releasing technology
in the device, allowing
the water bags to last for
one to three months.
Each device costs less
than one yuan (12 US
cents) to produce. Zhu
estimated that large-scale
manufacturing could fur-
ther curtail costs.
Traditional irrigation
for 100 small trees might
cost 570 yuan per year.
The Puquan Pump, how-
ever, costs just 100 yuan
each year and offers a
survivalrate of 95 percent,
a report from an indi-

vidual assessment agency

Shen Guofang, vice-
president of the Chinese
Academy of Engineering
and a silviculture expert,
used the pump for irrigat-
ing his potted flowers.
“It’s a good energy-free
and environment-friendly
technology,” Shen said.

Zhu has applied for a
patent from the world
Patent Cooperation
Treaty (PCT), which en-
sures priority of patent
applicants for applying
for patent rights in de-
veloped countries.

MNA/Xinhua

Egyptian FM renews bid for
UNSC permanent member

CaIro, 5 April—Egyptian Foreign Minister Ahmed

Abul Gheit said Monday that Arab and Islamic civili-
zations should be represented at the United Nations
Security Council when it is enlarged, the official
MENAnnews agency reported.

"Egypt's bid to get a permanent seat at the UN
Security Council is backed by its status as a main
regional power and by a history of supporting freedom
movements in the developing world," Abul Gheitsaidin
aspeech to the Shura Council. A high-level panel on the
UN reform proposed last year two models for enlarging
the UN Security Council. Under the first model,
the council would get six new permanent members
without veto power and three new non-permanent
members for a two-year term.—MNA/Xinhua

stabilize Afghanistan

Tokyo, 5 April — Japanese Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi agreed on Monday with the
chief of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization to
join hands to help reconstruct Afghanistan.

Visiting NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop
Scheffer told Koizumi that Japan and NATO can
cooperate to help stabilize Afghanistan, according to
Japanese Foreign Ministry.

Koizumi said Japan is ready to find areas in which
it can cooperate with NATO.

NATO has led the International Security Assist-
ance Force in Afghanistan while Japan has cooperated
with other countries to implement a project meant for
the disarmament, demobilization and reintegration of
all armed factions in Afghanistan.

De Hoop Scheffer voiced hope that Japan will take
part in activities being performed in Afghanistan by
provisional reconstruction teams under the ISAF, ac-
cording to the ministry.

NATO wants to join hands with Japan to do
something that would promote economic reconstruc-
tion in Afghanistan, the NATO chief was quoted as
saying.

On Iraq, Koizumi and the NATO chief agreed
there is a need for Afghans to boost the ability to
maintain security.

De Hoop Scheffer is set to meet with Japanese
Defence Agency Director General Yoshinori Ono and
Foreign Minister Nobutaka Machimura later Monday.

MNA/Xinhua

e T
Honda Motor Co’s humanoid robot Asimo walks

down steps as Japanese schoolchildren, Japan's first

astronaut and museum director Mamoru Mohri (2nd
R) and science teacher Ryotaro Inoue watch a
demonstration, in Tokyo on 6 April, 2005.
INTERNET
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Health officials say no TB epidemic
in Chinese university

Beuing, 6 April—The Beijing Centre for Tuberculosis Prevention and
Treatment on Tuesday refuted rumours that tuberculosis (TB) is spreading
widely in Beijing-based China Agricultural University, saying that there is
no epidemic and people have no reason to worry.

An Yansheng, head of the centre,
said the five students confirmed to
have tuberculosis are under medical
treatment and no more cases from the
university have been diagnosed.

“We have tested 550 students and
no more cases have been found,” said
An. “It is not an epidemic.”

The Agricultural University found
its first TB case on 17 January, when
a student in the Veterinary Department
came to the campus clinic because of
physical discomfort. He was diagnosed
a week later.

Another student from the same de-
partment was diagnosed on 7 March
after he returned from his hometown.

Ten days later, a third student was
diagnosed with TB because he was
coughing up blood.

According to the university web
site, five cases have been confirmed,
three infectious and two non-infectious.
Three cases were from the Veterinary
Department, one from the Agriculture
and Biological Techniques Department
and the other from the Resources and
Environment Department.

Rumours about the disease abound
around the campus. Students left mes-
sages on the campus web site saying
there were actually more than 70 stu-
dents in the Veterinary Department in-
fected with TB and the university was
trying to hide the fact.

Students in other departments were
scared to talk to those in the three de-
partments with infections, the Beijing
Newsreported.

“We want the university to tell us
the truth, but no one explains what is
going on,” a student told the paper.

“We are not hiding anything,” said
Qian Xuejun, head of the university
publicity department, “It should be the
health authority, not the university, to
claim if there is really an epidemic or
not. We believe it is not serious and we
don’t want to arouse panic.”

Accord to An, the university
has been cooperating with the TB pre-
vention and control department in
Haidian District and the municipal
health departments since the cases were
found.

MNA/Xinhua

Seagulls fly near Tokto islets, east of South Korea on 4 April, 2085ERNET

“The challenge of ra-
tional pricing and distribu-
tion of electricity has to be
addressed in a non-parti-
san manner. We need to
work towards more ra-
tional pricing policies to
ensure new investments,”
he said launching the
Rajiv Gandhi Grameen
Vidyutikaran Yojna.

The new scheme,
aimed at providing elec-
tricity in all the remaining
74,000 villages in a time-
bound manner by 2009,
was launched in the pres-
ence of National Advisory
Council chairperson Sonia
Gandhi.

Expressing concern
over poor delivery system,
Gandhi underlined the
government’s commit-
ment to ensure proper
monitoring and involving
panchayats for proper
implementation and
achievement of physical
targets.

Electricity should be

valued and used judi-
ciously, Singh said adding
“even when governments
offer subsidy to certain
categories of users, they
must understand the rel-
evance of this subsidy and
have respect for the asset
being provided to them.

“I, therefore, urge our
political leadership to take
a more long-term and na-
tional perspective in pur-
suing energy policy,” he
added.

Giving details of the
scheme, Power Minister
P M Sayeed said the
Government has allocated
50 billion rupees for
providing subsidy under
the scheme.

In a country of over
one billion people and a
dynamic economy grow-
ing at over 7 per cent, “we
are going to consume more
energy and we will have to
generate this energy,” the
Prime Minister said.

“The challenge of eco-

Singh urges for national consensus
on power pricing policy

New DeLHi, 6 April— Appealing political parties to shun differences over
user charges for electricity, Prime Minister of India Manmohan Singh on
Monday said there should be a “broad consensus” on energy policy to attract
new investment for sustaining over seven per cent economic growth.

nomic generation, distri-
bution and pricing of elec-
tricity has to be addressed
in a non-partisan manner
so that we can, in fact, en-
sure rapid spread of elec-
trification across the coun-
try and can attract new in-
vestments in this vital sec-
tor,” he added.

Stressing that rural
electrification is a key
foundation stone in the
modernization of agricul-
ture, Singh said “we can-
not delay the implementa-
tion of this basic commit-
ment any longer and this
yojna is an important first
big step”.

The scheme was
launched across the coun-
try through a video confer-
ence in which 12 Chief
Ministers and Bihar Gov-
ernor participated.

The scheme is aimed
at providing electricity to
the remaining 56 per cent
rural households by

2009.—MNA/PTI

Xinhua on Tuesday.
“The woman who
goes to the health centre
or hospital to give birth to
their child, will be given
allowances to reduce the
mother and infant morta-

Japan offers support for
Libyan economy

Tokyo, 6 April—Japanese Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi met with
the second son of Libyan leader Moammar Kadaffi on Monday, offering tq
help Libya undertake economic reforms in light of its 2003 decision to scraj

its weapons of mass destruction.

lity,” a Health Ministry
official said on condition
of anonymity.

The government had
announced to give deliv-
ery-allowance in yearly
budget of this year, he
noted, adding, “In order

p

to implement the an-
nouncement, the Minis-
try of Health approved
‘Childbirth service direc-
tory,” which will be im-
plemented immediately”.

According to the new
rule, the women will be
given 500, 1,000 and
1,500 Nepali rupees (7,
14 and 21 US dollars) in
Terai, hilly and
Himalayan region of the
country respectively to

Nepal to take measures on safe childbirth

KatHmanbu , 6 April—Nepali Government has adopted new directory to
reduce the mother and infant mortality during childbirth, an official told

encourage them to go to
the health centres during
childbirth.

Mostly 90 per cent
Nepali women give child-
birth at theirhomes, which
causes complication in
newborn and mother that
led to their lives in dan-
ger. In Nepal, 539 within
100,000 mothers die dur-
ing childbirth, which is
highest among the Asian
countries.—MNA/Xinhua

“We are in real need
of Japanese help to mod-
ernize Libya’s economy,”
Seif al-Islam Kadaffi,
presidentof aLibyan char-
ity fund, told reporters af-
ter meeting Koizumi.

The son, seen as a po-
tential successor to his fa-
ther, arrived in Japan on
Sunday for an eight-day
visit. He will attend the
2005 World Expositionin
central Japan’s Aichi Pre-

fecture on Thursday.

“We asked the Prime
Minister for that help and
he said he would be very
happy to support Liby-
ans in this process,” he
said.

Koizumi told the son
of the Libyan leader that
he highly rates the “his-
toric decision” Libya
made in December 2003
to scrap its programmes
for weapons of mass de-

struction, according to
Japanese Foreign Minis-
try.

Kadaffi responded
that his country can be a
good example for others,
the ministry said. Kadaffi
also said Libya is willing
to strengthen cooperation
with Japan on African de-
velopment.

MNA/Xinhua
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A farmer rides his
bike while leading
his ducks in Thai
Bing, Vietnam,
recently—INTERNET
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Kachin brethren seen in Manaw dance.

(from page 16)
father fell into a glacial
ravine while he was re-
searching a rare species
of butterfly, peculiar to
Myanmar.

Actor Lwin Moe plays
the boy, Okkar, who is
searching for his missing
father, played by Tun Tun
Win.

To find him, Okka must
firstfind the Rawan guide,
played by Nyunt Win, who
had been with his father
when he fell. But when he
locates the guide, it takes
a lot of persuasion before
he, the guide and the
guide’s son, Phom Tee
Ram, played by Lu Min
embark on the dangerous
journey.

This film is one of the
best to emerge from the
Myanmar movie industry.
The striking scenery and
beautiful landscapes of the
Kachin State are captivat-
ing and the quality of the
production and the script
are a step ahead of any-
thing we’ve seen so far.

Sin Yaw Maung Maung
said, “Some actors speak
Rawan throughout the film
and at that time subtitles
inbothMyanmar and Eng-
lish are provided.”

The film also features
\original songs with tradi-

tional Rawan themes sung
by two Rawan singers and
popular pop singer
Graham.

The landscape, inhospi-
table despite its beauty, cre-
ated its own problems for
the crew who had to find
the locations and then build
bridges to reach them in
some cases. Shooting be-
gan in April 2002, and the
difficulties were many.

“We had to climb very
steep mountains, some-
times in the rain and mud,”
hesaid. “Sometimes we had
toshootin the rain—every-
one, the cast and the crew,
had a hard time.”

It took them a week just
toreach the top of the moun-
tain.

we had to make bridges out
of trees and roots. Some
slopes were very steep.
Some paths had one side as
the wall of the mountain
and the other side just
dropped away to the floor
of the valley far below.

“We had to sleep in the
tents on the icy mountain
ground, when the tempera-
ture was minus six degrees
centigrade.”

They spent nearly one
month shooting in the icy
mountains and surrounds
and another month shoot-
ing in Yangon but this was
not the end of it. There was
still a lot of work for
SinYaw Maung Maung to
do. There was editing,
negative and positive film

This film is one of the best to emerge fro
the Myanmar movie industry. The striking
scenery and beautiful landscapes of th
Kachin State are captivating and the qual
ity of the production and the script are a

step ahead of anything we've seen so faj.

“From Putao, the city of
Kachin, after two days of
climbing, there were no vil-
lages and animals on the
way,” he said.

“Sometimes we were
frightened. There was only
us, all alone on the side of
mountain. We passed the
icy water creek, sometimes

processing, adding optical
and sound effects and post-
recording such as digitised
sound effects and mixing
with background music.
After exhaustive enquiries
in China, India, Singapore
and Bangkok he decided
to do the editing in Bang-
kok.

“All the film, 100 boxes-
more than twice the amount
normally used, was devel-
oped at Techni Colour
Movie Studio at Bangkok.
Thad all the film, including
therejected cuts, developed
and then produced to work
print on film,” he said.

“I had to spend nearly a
month in Bangkok to make
post-recording such dub-
bing music, sound effects
and mixing them with the
dialogue.

“I was determined to
achieve high quality sound.
T added sound effects such
as human voice, such as
breathing sound, stepping
sound, speaking sound.
breaking sound, and flow-
ing water sound and so on.
This was the first Myanmar
film to do its post-produc-
tion in a foreign country
and that created some diffi-
culties of its own.

eight final copies, from the
third to the tenth. Seven
copies (for seven cinemas)
for local showing and one
copy for foreign showing.”
The overall cost of the fin-
ished product was nearly
180 million kyats.

“Iknow itis out of ques-
tion to get the money back
that was invested in this
film if we only show it in
Myanmar, that is why I
decided to distribute it in
foreign countries. The
Ministry of Information
supported me in this plan
and linked me up with the
international movie festi-
vals.” Lwin Moe who
plays the boy, Okka, was
keen to take the part from
the moment he read the
script.

“As soon as I read it I
wanted to play the part of
Okka. Shooting the film
was an unforgettable ex-
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Obstacles have to be overcome with great perseverance.

groundbreakingmoviewill\
be seen will be at the first
Myanmar film festival in
Singapore on April 8,9 and
10. It will premiere in
Yangonon Myanmar New
Year’s Day April 17. Then
Sin Yaw Maung Maung
hopes to show itin Indone-
sia and France later in the
year.

He has many plans for
this movie which has
taken up three years of
his life. “I will show this
film in video, and on TV.
Then, I will distribute this
film first to Asia, then
Europe and then all over
the world as much as we
can. It’s quite possible
that I will never recoup
the money invested in it,
butitis worth it to make a
film which is of interna-
tional standard. I hope
that others will follow my
lead and make more in-
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“This is the first time
we had worked with for-
eign technicians so we had
some trouble explaining
to them what we wanted.
But they were very help-
ful.” he said. When all the
finishing works including
the subtitles and colour
balancing was completed
it was time to select the
final prints.

“The first and second
copy tend not to be very
good for sound and colour,”
he said. “In this case the
second copy was about 75
per cent accurate. but that
wasn’t good enough. I took

perience. I will never for-
get the time on the moun-
tain—we walked for a
whole week and we were
exhausted. When we didn’t
see any people or animals
or any living things ahead
of us we were all fright-
ened.”

Soe Myat Nandar, who
played the guide’s daugh-
ter, found the experience of
filming on the snowy moun-
tains very exciting.

“Tknew it would be diffi-
cult and exhausting.” she
said. “But I decided to do it
anyway and it was worth
it.” The first time this

ternational films to show
our culture and our film-
making expertise to the
world. “But whatever the
result, if this film is suc-
cessful, then I will move
on to making another
film.”

In the current situation
in Myanmar, where most
films are not doing very
good business, it might
seem that his dreams are
unrealistic... but in his
philosophy, if we want our
dreams to come true, we
have to be brave enough

to dream them first.
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French movie festival moves to southwest

Chinese city

CHeNGDU, 6 April — Tickets to eight French films went on sale on Tuesday in
Chengdu, capital of southwest China’s Sichuan Province.

The films will be shown with Chi-
nese subtitles during the French Film
Festival, which will be held here from
April 13-17, according to Zhao Kangbin,
deputy general manager of Xingmei
Films Development Co. Ltd of Chengdu.

Chengdu is the third stop of the
French movie festival in China, after
Beijing and Shanghai. It will go on to
Wauhan in central China and Nanjing in

east China.

Lin Yuanyuan, a resident of
Chengdu, said, “I'm simply fascinated
by the strong French cultural atmosphere
produced in French President Jacques
Chirac’s visit to Chengdu last year, and
the wonderful cultural programmes

dent’s visit.”

staged by French artists during the Presi-

“I feel lucky because Chengdu is the
only west Chinese city to be chosen as
the host of the French movie festival, so
I won’t let this chance sneak away,” Lin
said. Tickets for single shows cost 40
yuan (about 4.82 US dollars) each, while
passes to all eight cost 180 yuan (about
21.7 US dollars) each, said Zhao.

The French Film Festival is among
the many activities planned for the French
Culture Year in China, which began last
October. Before the French Culture Year
in China, the Chinese Culture Year in
France was held from October 2003 to
July 2004.—MNA/Xinhua
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Diplomats see off Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe Win at Yangon International Aixport.—"

Pavilions for Mandalay Maha Thingyan
Festival inspected

Deputy Minister for Hotels and Tourism Brig-Gen Aye Myint Kyu inspects preparations for Man 5/1[

YANGON, 6 April-
Deputy Minister for
Hotels and Tourism Brig-
Gen Aye Myint Kyu,
accompanied by Direc-
tor-General U Htay Aung
of Directorate of Hotels
and Tourism, inspected
preparations for organiz-
ing Mandalay Maha
Thingyan Festival in
which Great Mekong
Sub-region countries will
participate, in Mandalay,

Maha Thingyan Festival in Mandalay.+&t

on 4 April. Together with
Mandalay Mayor Brig-
Gen Phone Zaw Han and
Chairman of Myanmar
Hoteliers Association Dr
Khin Shwe, the deputy
minister oversaw con-
struction of the pavilions
for those representing
Great Mekong Sub-re-
gion countries and the
central pavilion in front
of Inwa Hotel and build-
ing decorated floats.

Chairman of the
Leading Committee for
Holding the Festival and
officials reported on
progress of preparatory

tasks. The deputy minis-
ter and party looked into
Mya Mandalar Hotel and
fulfilled the require-
ments.— MNA

measures

YANGON, 6 April
— The preventive meas-
ure against diarrhoea as
public health activities
was taken in North
Okkalapa Township yes-
terday morning.

Deputy Minister
for Health Dr Mya Oo
and USDA CEC member
(in-charge of Yangon Di-
vision) Vice-Chairman of
Yangon City Develop-
ment Committee Vice-
d or Col Maung Pa,
accompanied by depart-
mental officials, super-
vised the community ac-
tivities.

At North Okkalapa
Township Development
Affairs Committee Of-

Diarrhoea control

carried out

in three townships

fice, Head of Health De-
partment of YCDC Dr
Tin Maung Win and of-
ficials briefed them on
tasks on controlling diar-
rhoea and giving educa-
tive talks.

Local people par-
ticipated in carrying out
sanitation, dredging
drains for proper flow of
water, spraying insecti-
cide, giving educative
talks and building fly-
proof latrines as preven-
tive measures against di-
arrhoea.

Similar activities
were organized in Dagon
Myothit (South), (North)
and Thingangyun Town-
ships.—MNA

Mail to be delivered during Thingyan

YANGON, 6 April—
Myanma Posts and Tele-
communications under the
Ministry of Communica-
tions, Posts and Tele-
graphs, during the wa-

ter festival, will con-
tinue to deliver
mails and telegraphs
on 15 April, the third
day of the water
festival.

There will also
be regular express
postal and mail deli-
very during the festival
without a day-off. The
MPT requested during

those days of festival
water should not be
thrown at the postmen
and delivery men wear-
ing uniforms.

MNA



(from page 16)

1 million acres of sum-
mer paddy, arrangements
for cultivation of 1.1
million acres of summer
paddy and cultivation of
3.5 million acres of
monsoon paddy in 2004-
2005.

Chairman of Maubin
Township Peace and De-
velopment Council U Bo
Tun reported on agricul-
ture and livestock breed-
ing and tasks to be un-
dertaken.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than and party inspected
Kyonsok River Water
Pumping Project site, six
miles south of Maubin.
Head of Division Water
Resources Utilization
Department U Htay Lwin
reported on data of the
project, machinery and
strength of service per-
sonnel. The commander
and officials gave a sup-
plementary report.

The project is be-
ing built with the aim of
supplying water to 9,000
acres of land.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than discussed cultiva-
tion of crops and summer
paddy. He also attended
the harvesting of summer
paddy of farmer U Kalar
in Tanbogon Village in
Kyaiklat Township. He
gave instructions on co-
operation with officials
of Myanma Agriculture
Service for boosting pro-
duction.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than met division, dis-
trict and township offi-
cials, members of social

organizations at Kyaiklat
Township Peace and De-
velopment Council Of-
fice.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than spoke at length on
endeavours for emer-
gence of a peaceful, mod-
ern developed nation,
implementation of seven-
point Road Map, stabil-
ity in the country, agri-
cultural and livestock
breeding, designating of
ten main cops, cultivation
of pepper, rubber and
Thitseint trees.

He said develop-
ment of a nation mainly
depends on three points
— community peace and
tranquillity and preva-
lence of law and order,
economic progress and
human resource develop-
ment.

Lt-Gen Khin Maung
Than and party pro-
ceeded to Pyapon Bridge
Construction Project site
where they heard reports
on the project.

They inspected
progress of work and in-
stallation of trusses. On
completion of the bridge,
the distance between
Pyapon and Yangon will
be only 54 miles. People
can go to Yangon easily
and economy of
Ayeyawady Division will
further develop.—MNA

Commander Maj-Gel
Ye Myint hosts dinne
to Chief of General
Staff Senior Lt-Gen
Phung Quang Thant
of Vietnam and party
MNA

YANGON, 6 April —
Visiting Chief of General
Staff Senior Lieutenant-
General Phung Quang
Thanh of Vietnam and
party, accompanied by
Maj-Gen Than Htay of the
Ministry of Defence,
Myanmar Military
Attaché Col Tin Soe, Vi-
etnamese Military Attaché
SrColNguyen Van Thanh
and officials, yesterday
lefthere by air and arrived
atMandalay International
Airport in TadaU in the
morning.

The Vietnamese
guests were welcomed by
Chairman of Mandalay
Division Peace and De-
velopment Council Com-
mander of Central Com-
mand Maj-Gen Ye Myint
and officials.

On arrival at De-
fence Services Academy,
Acting Commandant Col
Thoe Htein and officials
welcomed the guests.

Senior Lieutenant-
General Phung Quang
Thanh viewed round the
academy.

At Defence Ser
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vices Technological Acad-
emy, Rector Brig-Gen Win
Myint explained brief his-
tory of the DSTA. Next,
the Vietnamese guests vis-
ited the academy.

At Club House of
National Kandawgyi Gar-
dens, Brig-Gen Win Myint
hosted a luncheon to the
guests. Senior Lieutenant-
General Phung Quang
Thanh and party visited the
gardens. They then visited
Myanansankyaw Shwe-
nandaw (Palace) in Man-
dalay.

On Mandalay Hill,
the guests paid homage to
the Buddha images and
thenenjoyed scenic beauty
of Mandalay. In the
evening, Commander Maj-
Gen Ye Myint hosted a
dinner in honour of the
Vietnamese delegation.
This morning, the guests
paid obeisance to Maha
Muni Buddha Image and
offered gold foils.

Next, the Vietnam-
ese delegation proceeded
to Bagan-NyaungU. Ac-
companied by Chairman
of Magway Division Peace

Chief of General Staff Senior Lt-Gen Phung Quang

Thanh of Vietnam visits Ananda Pagoda in
Bagan-NyaungU-— mna

and Development Council
Col Phone Maw Shwe, the
guests went to Shwezigon
Pagoda in Nyaung U and

paid homage to the Bud-
dha Image. They also paid
obeisance to Ananda Pa-
goda.

Col Phone Maw
Shwe hosted aluncheonin
honour of the Vietnamese
delegation at Tatmadaw
Guest House in the Bagan-
NyaungU Archaeological
Region. In the afternoon,
the guests arrived at
Dhammayangyi Pagoda.

After their tour,
Senior Lieutenant-General
Phung Quang Thanh and
party left Bagan-
Nyaung U region and
arrived back here in the
evening and isolated in
other regions. — MNA

District-to-district roads built in Bago Division (West)

YANGON, 6 April—
Director-General U Myo
Myint of Development
Affairs Department under
the Ministry for Progress
of Border Areas and Na-
tional Races and Develop-
ment Affairs, on 4 April,
inspected district-to-dis-
trict roads being built by
Township DADs in
Thayawady District, Bago
Division (West).

First, the director-
general inspected earth
work carried out for build-
ing of road linking

Meeninchaung and
Thonezechaung.
InHlekulan village,

officials briefed the direc-
tor-general on building of
districtroad. The director-
general also inspected

building of roads and
bridges in Ngapyawdon
villagein Letpadan Town-
ship and Kywemagaing
village and Bantbwegon
village in Minhla Town-

DAD Director-General U Myo Myint inspects construction of the road in

ship.

Itis set to build 125
miles and four furlongs
long district-to-district
roads in Bago Division
(West). Of them, 40 miles

out of 56 miles and two
furlongs long roads have
been completed in
Thayawady District, it is
learnt.

MNA

Thayawady District with the use of heavy machinery on 4-4-200ap

inches.
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Rain likely in some states,
divisions

YANGON, 6 April — About two days ago,
scattered rain fell in Rakhine and Kayah states,
upper Sagaing Division, and Mandalay Division
and Taninthayi Division and isolated in other re-
gions. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall recorded
were Mawlamyine 1.65 inches and Hpa-an 1.34

During the past 24 hours, light rain or thun-
dershowers have been scattered in Mon State, iso-
lated in Shan and Kayin states, and Yangon Divi-
sion, and weather has been partly cloudy in the
remaining states and divisions. The noteworthy
amounts of rainfall recorded were Mawlamyine and
Thaton 0.12 inch each. Weather is partly cloudy to
cloudy in the West Central Bay, and partly cloudy
elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal. Forecast valid until
7 April evening is that isolated rain or thundershow-
ers are likely in Kachin State and Taninthayi Divi-
sion, and weather will be partly cloudy in Shan, Chin
and Rakhine states, Bago, Yangon and Ayeyawady
divisions and generally fair in the remaining areas.

( Degree of certainty is 60 per cent. — MNA
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Communal ordination and novitiation

YANGON, 6 April —
The communal ordina-
tion and novitiation cer-
emony of Minister for
Mines Brig-Gen Ohn
Myint and wife Daw San
San and staff families
was held at the ministry
this morning, attended by
Deputy Minister U Myint
Thein and wife Daw

ceremony held

Khin May San, directors-
general and managing
directors of the depart-
ments under the ministry
and staff families.

The minister and
congregation received
the five precepts from
the presiding Sayadaw of
Thingangyun Township
Maha Theikpan Monas-

tery.

Next, the minister,
the deputy minister and
officials donated offerto-
ries to the Sayadaws and
nuns. The presiding
Sayadaw delivered a ser-
mon, followed by sharing
the merits gained and the
ceremony concluded.

MNA

(from page 16)
sense of duty into the
new generation youths
who wish to perform na-
tional duties, who cher-
ish the motherland and
the national people, to
cement national solidar-
ity, who wish prevalence
of community peace and
law and order, and who
preserve national prestige
and integrity.

Deputy Minister for PBANRDA Col Tin Ngwe inspects tube-well in Ywad

Village in Magway Township. -PBANRDA

YANGON, 6 April—
Deputy Minister for
Progress of Border Areas
and National Races and
Development Affairs Col
Tin Ngwe inspected earth
road linking Aungthukha
and Pyinma villages in
Taungdwingyi Township
yesterday. The deputy
minister gave instructions

to officials on upgrading
the road into a gravelled
one.

At the Develop-
ment Affairs Department
of Taungdwingyi Town-
ship, the deputy minister
met officials and left in-
structions. In Taungd-
wingyi, the deputy minis-
ter inspected water supply

tasks carried out by town-
ship DAD.

During his tour of
Magway Division, the
deputy minister inspected
a tubewell sunk in
Ywadaw village, rural
housing project imple-
mented in Aukkyaung vil-
lage in Minbu Township.

MNA

In the process, the
USDA (Central) and as-
sociations at different
levels are conducting
courses and workshops to
train and nurture the
youths to be equipped
with the conceptions,
beliefs, principles, and
work procedures so as to
enhance the quantitative
and qualitative improve-
ment.

To assign duties to the
members upholding the
knowledge, experiences
and skills gained from the
course as work guidelines
PW a means of sharpening
skills and spiritual and
physical development of
the members.

The Association is
taking care of organiza-
tional matters in the re-
gions, while striving for
regional development.
So, by lending them-
selves to the tasks with
goodwill for raising the
social life of local peo-

USDA Public Relations and...

ple and regional develop-
ment undertakings, asso-
ciations at all levels will
be able to win the trust
of local people as well
as their enthusiastic par-
ticipation in the tasks
with their self-motiva-
tion. And the associa-
tions also will win
friendship and reliance of
local residents by means
of helping address their
difficulties after paying
considerable heed to
ways of life. The asso-
ciations at different lev-
els are to take measures
to correctly organize the
locals with participation
in community welfare
concerns.

Under the correct
leadership of the State,
the USDA has managed
to achieve success in im-
plementing the political,
economic and social ob-
jectives laid down with
the might of the national
people. In consequence,
the nation is now on its
path to development. The

State’s seven-point Road
Map is well under way
for turning the nation into
a peaceful, modern and
developed democratic
nation with flourishing
discipline.

In conclusion, the sec-
retariat member called on
the members to be fully
imbued with Union Spirit
and to actively participate
in the nation-building
tasks by doing their bit
in collaboration with the
people under the correct
leadership of the State for
successful implementa-
tion of the objectives
adopted by the USDA
AGM Meeting (2004),
the seven-point pro-
gramme, and the five ru-
ral development tasks,
while upholding Our
Three Main National
Causes and adhering to
the 12 political, economic
and social objectives as
work guidelines.

After that, the secre-
tariat member and CEC
members had a cordial
conversation with the
trainees. — MNA

@cfmé(ﬂ Il

B§eruopeoy:goolers
* mqﬁ:w@:wé@aﬂ:ﬁ(‘;ﬁ £$3£é:0’1 I
* mﬁ]él{l(ﬁwé‘G(‘qjiH(‘;ﬁ Gwé@éo’] I
* e e03ada} [B§eruodeoy goo[Bi(e

q$n2$0$é::qé:mmcq:,é@@l:cq:cmés

Annan to
attend Int’l
conference on
Sudan

StockHOLM, 6 April —
UN Secretary-General
Kofi Annan will attend the
conference of the contri-
buting nations for Sudan,
which will be hosted by
Norway and held in Oslo
on April 11th and 12th,
Norwegian Broadcasting
(NRK) reported on Mon-
day.

The aim of the confer-
ence is to call for interna-
tional support for the re-
construction and develop-
ment in Sudan.

It is also hoped that it
will contribute to ensur-
ing that the peace treaty
between the Khartoum
government and the
SPLM/A guerillas will be
observed, according to a
UN Press release.

The Norwegian De-
partment of Foreign Af-
fairs has also invited
Arab nations to the con-
ference.

MNA/Xinhua

Thai Anti-drug Squad.

At the press conference (2/2005) of the I nformation Committee of the
State Peace and Devel opment Council held on 15 March 2005, clarifications
on insurgent terrorist group called SURA led by Ywet Sit producing and
trafficking narcotic drugs behind the scene on the pretext of liberating Shan
Stateand actsof SSA, SSNA, SNLD andthe Shan Statel ntellectualsAdvisory
Council including SURA of drug kingpin Ywet Sit to establish a nominal
Union, and then secede from it and establish a separate nation after some
time. According to the clarification, their acts, aiming at disintegration of
national unity and the Union, pose a grave danger to the Union of Myanmar
and its citizens. Photo shows Sai Tun (a) Naing Tun Wiwatrungarun (left)
with the rank of captain in SURA and is said to be a trusted bodyguard of
Ywet Sit (centre). Sai Tun was siezed together with heroin weighing 82
kilogramsin Pang Ma Pha Township, Mae Hong Son District on 5 March by
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Poem

shunned

with Ywet Sit

Think and Seek the Answer

* Hard drugs, have only done harm
To all humanity in this world
For which reason, our ancestors
Throughout Myanmar
Have seriously curbed and prevented
As evidence clearly shows.

*  When life in servitude, could not be

In that period, those colonialists
Who suppressed and ruled us
Had the drugs, which degraded humans
Brought into our land
To use as weapons, unfailingly.

* Today, on the border
That man Ywet Sit, takes refuge
Though he be, a dirty renegade
That he is dealing in drugs
With his underling followers
Is very transparent.

*  Aboveground, very distinctly
The one who set up the SNLD
As chairman, would like to link up

That's what he wants
That he conceived for it to take shape
Appeared, as very distinct.
*  The two of them evolved
The kind of life to shape up in future
Does it appear to be very fair
Or does it stink of slavishness
Think and seek the answer.

Po Wa (Trs)
S
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Landing points set for
China’s cross-border bridge

ZHuHAl, 6 April — Officials and civil construc-
tion experts set San Shek Wan on Hong Kong's
Lantau Island, Gongbei in Zhuhai and Pearl in
Macao as the landing points of the proposed cross:
border bridge linking Hong Kong, Zhuhai and
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Macao.

The decision was
made during a two-day
technical discussion in
Zhuhai, a boom city in
south China’s Guang-
dong Province, over the
weekend.

More than 100 offi-
cials and specialists were
present at the discussion
sponsored by the State
Development and Re-
form Commission to de-
liberate issues regarding
the location, layout and
cost of the proposed
bridge as well as ways to
ensure the project is en-
vironmentally friendly
and conducive to hydro-
logy and navigation in
the region.

They also paid a visit
to the proposed landing
point in Gongbei before
they reached consensus
that the proposal was fea-
sible and cost-effective.

The proposed Y-
shaped bridge will extend
29 kilometres between
Hong Kong, Macao and
Zhuhai. Once it opens to
traffic, a car ride from
Hong Kong to Macao or
Zhuhai will take 20 mi-
nutes, three hours less

Guangdong Province.
Construction of the
bridge will also shorten
trips between Hong Kong
and cities on the western
bank of the Pearl River,
including Zhongshan,
Shunde, Dongguan and
Jiangmen. The bridge is
expected not only to
accelerate economic
growth in the western
part of the Pearl River
Delta, but to radiate its
influence to a larger area
including the Guangxi
Zhuang Autonomous
Region, the provinces
of Hainan, Yunnan,
Guizhou and Sichuan as
well as countries of the
Association of South-
East Asian Nations.
Economists believe
that the bridge linking
Hong Kong, Macao and
Zhuhai will improve
the economic structure
in  south  China’s
Guangdong Province,
Hong Kong and Macao.
It is expected to prove an
important traffic artery in
the Pearl River Delta, as
well as a life line to the
future economic develop-
ment of the entire south
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Chines.e school children attending a Titeracy lesson
seen on 6 April, 2005. F~NTERNET
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Wen Jiabao visits Pakistan

IsLamaBaD, 6 April — Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao arrived at the Chaklala Air Base of Pakistan
on Tuesday afternoon to start his three-day official
visit to Pakistan at the invitation of his counterpart
Shaukat Aziz. Wen will also attend the opening
ceremony of the 4th Ministerial Meeting of Asia
Cooperation Dialogue to be held in Islamabad on

6

than the current route by | China region.
way of Humen in MNA/Xinhua

China to host 3rd Int’l

Competition for Singers

Bewing, 6 April — The Third China Interna-
tional Competition for Singers will be held in
Ningbo, coastal city of east China’s Zhejiang Pro
vince, sources with the Ministry of Culture (MOC)
said here on Tuesday.

Pu Tong, a senior official with the MOC said
the competition will have a jury made up of well-
known educators and singers from Russia, Italy,
Finland, Austria, France, Ukraine and the United
States. Guo Shuzhen, a well-known teacher at Chi-
na’s Central Conservatory of Music, will chair the
jury committee.

According to Pu, the competition will proceed
in three rounds, giving awards to four male and four
female singers gradually. Two special awards will
be given for excellent performance of Chinese songs,
one of which will go to a foreign, non-native Chi-
nese speaker.

The competition’s top prize will be a record
16,000 US dollars, Pu said, adding that each candi-
date will also receive a travel subsidy ranging from
200 to 400 US dollars.

Ningbo Vice-Mayor Cheng Yuechong told
Xinhua that a concert hall covering 2,700 square
metres with best sound equipment has been prepared
for the competition. The organizer has invited per-
formers from 71 countries and regions, as well as 83
musical institutes and groups.

The competition was initiated in 2000 as a na-
tional artistic competition hosted by the MOC.

MNA/Xinhua

April.

Pakistanisthe firstleg
of Wen’s South Asia tour.
Besides Pakistan, he will
also visit Sri Lanka, Bang-
ladesh, and India. Ina writ-
ten speechissued upon his
arrival, Wen said that he
had brought with him pro-
found sentiment of the
Chinese people towards
the Pakistani people.

“I would like to take
this opportunity to ex-
press, on behalf of the
Chinese Government and
people, my highestrespect
for and best regards to the
brotherly governmentand
people of Pakistan,” he
said.

Wen said China and
Pakistan are close and
friendly neighbours, and
that over a long period of
time, thanks to the joint
efforts of the two govern-
ments and peoples, China-
Pakistan relations of good-
neighbourly friendship
and cooperation have
withstood the test of time
and history, and that the
two countries have estab-
lished an all-weather
friendship and conducted
all-round cooperation.

“History has proved
that  China-Pakistan
friendship is not only in
conformity with the com-
mon aspiration and fun-
damental interests of the
two countries and peoples,
but also conducive to
peace, stability and deve-
lopment in the region,” he
said.

During Wen’s stay in
Pakistan, he is expected to
have an in- depth ex-
change of views with
President Pervez
Musharraf, Prime Minis-
ter Shaukat Aziz and other
leaders on furthering co-
operation in the political,
economic, cultural, edu-
cational, scientific, tech-
nological and other fields,
and consolidating China-
Pakistan friendly relations
and deepening mutually
beneficial cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

This is Wen’s first
visit to South Asia as Pre-
mier, and a major move of
the Chinese Government
to strengthen partnership
and friendship with its
neighbours.

MNA/Xinhua

UN must become more
relevant to present

challenges

Unitep NaTions, 6 April — UN Secretary-Gen-
eral Kofi Annan told UN staff on Tuesday that it
is important for the United Nations to look for-
ward and to become more relevant to the chal-
lenges of the 21st century.

“To see the institution you work for being ham-
mered, day in and day out, whether it is right or not,
it does hurt and it does affect morale,” Annan told a
town hall-style gathering at UN Headquarters in New
York, where he met with all staff to hear their con-
cerns and discuss the immediate priorities of the
United Nations.

Linked with UN workers worldwide via video
and by e-mail, he acknowledged that there were times
during the past three years from the bitter divisions
over the path to war in Iraq, to the loss of close
colleagues in the 2003 bombing of the UN office in
Baghdad, to the current “constant barrage of attacks”
that he himself had been discouraged.

“I know this has cast a shadow over all of us,”
he said of the ongoing investigation into the United
Nations’ handling of the Iraq Oil-for-Food pro-
gramme, and the implication that his son Kojo is
“somehow involved.”

Annan said that he has experienced personal
pain, as a Secretary-General and as a father, and
reiterated his belief that the independent committee
headed by former US Federal Reserve chairman Paul
Volcker will get to the bottom of the allegations
surrounding the programme.

Vowing to draw the lessons, correct the weak-
nesses and “clean up our act,” Annan told staff “you
work for a great Organization. Do not believe the
caricature of an organization that you read in the
Press.

I want us all to be proud of the Organization we
work for, be proud of the work we do and to be
determined to move ahead.

This also meant “not being complacent” and
pressing ahead with overall UN reform, he said, out-
lining several proposals, including the establishment
of an oversight committee to ensure that the recom-
mendations of the Office for Internal Oversight Ser-
vices are implemented.

Annan also noted that the United Nations will
set up a board to monitor managerial performance,
circulate to staff shortly guidelines on treating whis-
tle-blowers, and that a strong policy to deal with
sexual misconduct has already been put in place.

MNA/Xinhua
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Nigeria reserves
10% oil blocks
for indigenous

firms

Lacos, 5 April —
Some 10 per cent equity
will be reserved for local
companies with the
wherewithal in the 2005
licensing round for 61 oil
blocks in Nigeria, state
media quoted a presiden-
tial adviseras saying Mon-
day.

Presidential adviser
on petroleum and energy
Edmund Daukoru told in-
vestors Monday in Lon-
don during the first leg of
the 2005 licensing round
road show that “the move
is in line with the nation’s
aspiration to boost the ca-
pacity of the indigenous
companies.”

“Interested local com-
panies are requested to
apply and be pre-qualified
as part of the bid process,
with the payment of the
appropriate fees,” he said,
according to the News
Agency of Nigeria.

Daukoru said that the
indigenous companies can
seek partnership with in-
ternational companies in
a bid to qualify for opera-
tion in any of the blocks
on offer.

The 2005 licensing
round involves 61 oil
blocks spread over the
deep offshore, the Niger
Delta shallow waters, the
Niger Delta onshore and
the inland basins of
Anambra, Benue and
Chad.

Daukoru said that the
success rate and ad-
vances in technology
have encouraged govern-
ment to open up new
frontier acreage in the
deep offshore.

MNA/Xinhua
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Mitsubishi
launches new
generation light
truck in Europe
BERLIN, 5 April —
Japanese Mitsubishi Fuso
Truck and Bus Corporation
(MFTBC), a unit of the
DaimlerChrysler Commer-
cial Vehicles Division, will
launch the latest generation
of its light-duty truck
“Canter” into the Euro-
pean market in May,
DaimlerChrysler said on
Monday.

The vehicle will have
its public premiere at the
Birmingham Motor Show
this week, DaimlerChrysler
said in the southern Ger-
man city of Stuttgart.

“MFTBC succeeded
in remaining a leading
manufacturer in Japan in
2004,” said Andreas
Renschler, head of
DaimlerChrysler’s com-
mercial vehicles.

“In 2004 and the first
quarter 2005, the integra-
tion of MFTBC into Daim-
ler Chrysler has further pro-
gressed. The acquisition of
a majority shareholding in
MFTBC has allowed us to
further strengthen our posi-
tion as the world’s market
leader for commercial ve-
hicles,” Renschler said.

MNA/Xinhua

TRADE MARK CAUTION

TORAY KABUSHIKI
KAISHA (TORAY IN-
DUSTRIES,INC.),aCor-
poration organised under
the laws of Japan, of
No. 2-1, 2-chome,
Nihonbashi-Muromachi,
Chuo-ku, Tokyo, Japan,
Manufacturers & Mer-
chants, are the Owners of
the following Trade
Mark:-

“TORAY”

Reg. No. 199/1989

in respect of “Chemical
products used in industry,
science, photography, ag-
riculture, horticulture and
forestry, synthetic resins
and plastics in the form of
powders, liquids or pastes,
for industrial use; artifi-
cial manures; fire-extin-
guishing compositions,
tempering substances and
chemical preparations for
soldering, chemical sub-
stances for preserving
foodstuffs; tanning sub-
stances; adhesive sub-
stances used in industry;
resins fibres and filtering
materials all for ion ex-
change; sensitized plate
for offset printing (Int’l
class 1). Gutt, percha,
india rubber, balata and
substitutes, articles made
from these substances and
not included in other
classes; synthetic resins
and plastics in the form of
sheets, films, plates, foils,
blocks, filaments, rods,
tubes, pipes, strips, chips
orshaped sections, foruse
in manufacture; carbon
fiber in the form of staple
or filament, for use in
manufacture; woven or
knitted fabrics made of
carbon fiber for use in
manufacture; pre-pregged
materials made of carbon
fiber and composite ma-
terials reinforced with car-
bon fiber, glass fiber
and/or synthetic fiber,all
for use in manufacture;
material for packing, stop-
ping or insulating; asbes-
tos, mica and their prod-
ucts; hose pipes (non me-
tallic) (Int’l class 17).
Ropes, twines, strings,
nets, tents, awnings,
tarpaulins, sails, sacks
and fishing nets; padding
and stuffing materials;
raw fibrous textile mate-
rials (Int’l class 22).
Yarns and threads (Int’l
class 23). Textile piece
goods including woven,
non-woven, knitted and
netted fabrics; bed and
table covers; textile arti-
cles not included in other
classes (Int’l class 24).
Clothing including boots,
shoes and slippers (Int’l
class 25)”.

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the
said Trade Mark will be
dealt withaccordingtolaw.

Win Mu Tin,
M.A., H.G.P.,,D.B.L

for TORAY KABUSHIKI KAISHA
P.O. Box 60, Yangon
Dated: 7 April 2005

First model village for AIDS orphans
iInaugurated in Kenya

Nairosl, 5 April — Kenya's first model settlement for AIDS orphans was
inaugurated on Monday in the Kitui district of the country’s Eastern province,
according to a statement by the Kenyan State House.

“Iamdelighted to join
you today and honoured
tobe part of this Nyumbani
Village project, which is
aimed athelping orphaned
children as well as elders
who have lost their chil-
dren to HIV/AIDS epi-
demic,” said Kenyan First
Lady Lucy Kibaki at the
inauguration ceremony.

It is expected that if
parents infected with the
HIV virus do not get ac-
cess to life-prolonging
treatment, there will be
approximately 20 million
AIDS orphans in Sub-Sa-
haran Africa by 2010, the
First Lady said, adding
that this will bring the to-
tal number of orphans in
the region to over 40 mil-
lion.

“In Kenya, and in
spite of our efforts to fight
HIV/AIDS through pre-
vention, treatment and
education, the number of
orphans and elderly peo-
ple affected by AIDS has
been increasing steadily.
Currently, there are ap-
proximately 2 million
AIDS orphans in the coun-
try,” said Mrs Kibaki.

“The Nyumbani Vil-
lage represents an ideal
way of responding to this
problem and providing
care, skills and hope for
the future to children and
affected elderly people. I
amencouraged to note that
over the first five years of
the village, itis envisaged
that 750 children and 250
elders will be catered for,”

she said.

Local media said the
construction work of the
settlement started in No-
vember 2004 and the first
intake of 336 children is
slated for next month.

Kenya’s HIV/AIDS
epidemic has entered a
“death phase”, in which
more people are dying of
AIDS-related complica-
tions than are getting in-
fected, according to a re-
cent report by Kenya’s
National AIDS Control
Council. About 65,000
adult Kenyans and 25,000
children become infected
with HIV every year,
while a total of 150, 000
die of the disease annu-
ally, the report said.

MNA/Xinhua

Syria to start second-phase withdrawal

on Thursday

Dawmascus, 5 April — A joint Syrian-Lebanese military committee de-
cided on Monday to start Syria’s second phase of withdrawal from Lebanon
as of Thursday, the officialSANA news agency reported.

Following a meeting
in the Lebanese town of
Ablah, the committee said
the full pullout would be
completed before the end
of April, as announced by
UN envoy Terje Roed-
Larsen on Sunday after
talks with Syrian Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad.

Under mounting pres-
sure from the international
community and Lebanese
opposition, Assad an-
nounced early March a
two-phase plan to with-
draw its 14,000 troops
within the framework of
the 1989 Taif Accord
which  ended the
1975-1990 civil war in

Lebanon.

The first phase has
been carried out from
March 17, according to
Lebanese military
sources, but they and wit-
nesses have reported more
Syrian troops crossing the
border since then.

Larsensaid Sunday he
was informed by the Syr-
ian leadership that 4,000
troops have returned home
while the rest are pulling
back the Bekaa Valley.

SANAsaid the joint
committee underlined the
importance of boosting
cooperation, coordination
and fraternal relations be-
tween the two armies to

help enhance the security
of the two countries.

It also vowed to face
foreign pressure, which it
said is aimed at “foiling
cooperation and the unity
of track between the two
countries and hurting their
joint struggle to achieve a
just and comprehensive
peace,” SANAsaid.

The meeting was at-
tended by Syrian Chief of
the Staff Ali Habib, Com-
mander of the Lebanese
Army Michael Suleiman,
Secretary-General of the
Syrian-Lebanese Higher
Council Nassri Khouri and
other senior Army offic-
ers. —MNA/Xinhua

2

NZ PM to attend ANZAC

90th anniversary, make foreign visit

WELLINGTON , 5 April — Prime Minister Helen Clark will attend the 90th
anniversary of the ANZAC Landing at Gallipoli on 25 April and make official
calls in Turkey, and later make brief official visits to Thailand, Poland, and
Germany, the government said Monday.

ANZAC Landing
means A(ustralian) and
N(ew) Z(ealand) A(rmy)
C(orps)'s at Gallipoli in
Turkey in World War L.
The ANZAC Day in New
Zealand is held on April
25 each year to com-
memorate New Zealand-
ers killed in war and to
honour returned service-
men and women.

In Turkey, Helen
Clark will also make of-
ficial calls in Ankara,
meeting with the Presi-
dent and the Prime Min-
ister of Turkey. In Bang-
kok, Helen Clark will
meet with Prime Minis-
ter Thaksin, and be
present for the signing of
the Thailand/New Zea-
land Close Economic

Partnership (CEP) Agree-
ment.

She will also open a
seminar for Thai and New
Zealand business people
on the opportunities of-
fered by the CEP.

InPoland, Miss Clark
is to open New Zealand's
first ever embassy there
and meet Polish leaders.

MNA/Xinhua
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US researchers warn against potentig

fluoride harm

in instant teas

Los ANGELES, 5 April — Instant tea, one of the most popular drinks in the United States, may be
source of harmful levels of fluoride, researchers said on Monday.

Some regular strength tea preparations contain as
much as 6.5 parts per million (ppm) of fluoride, well
over the 4 ppm maximum allowed in drinking water by
US Environmental Protection Agency and 2.4 ppm
permitted in bottled water and beverages by the Food
and Drug Administration, according to Michael Whyte,
a professor at Washington University School of Medi-
cine in St Louis.

“The tea plant is known to accumulate fluoride
from the soil and water. Our study points to the need for
further investigation of the fluoride content of teas,”
Whyte said. “We don’t know how much variation
there is from brand to brand and year to year.”

This finding stemmed from the diagnostic inves-
tigation of a middle-aged woman suffering from spine
painattributed to hyper- dense bones. Testrevealed the
patient had high levels of fluoride in her urine.

The patient then disclosed a high consumption of
iced tea, one to two gallons of double-strength instant
teathroughout the day, which led the researchers to test
for fluoride content in several brands of instant tea
available on grocery store shelves.

Each of the teas was tested as a regular-strength
preparation in fluoride-free water, and each contained
fluoride, with amounts ranging from 1.0 to 6.5 ppm.
The study was published in The American Journal o

Medicine.

Physicians have been aware that ingestion of high
levels of fluoride cause bone-forming cells to lay down
extra skeletal tissue, increasing bone density but also
bone brittleness. The resulting disease, called skeletal
fluorosis, can manifest in bone pain, calcification of
ligaments, bone spurs, fused vertebrae and difficulty in
moving joints.

Until now, instant tea had not been recognized as
a significant source of fluoride. According to Whyte,
the new finding could aid in the diagnosis and treat-
ment of patients who have achiness in their bones.

Whyte also warned that tea drinkers, especially
those brick-tea consumers in Asia, should keep alert
against potential skeletal fluorosis caused by high
fluoride content.

“When fluoride gets into your bones, it stays there
for years, and there is no established treatment for
skeletal fluorosis,” he noted. “No one knows if you can
fully recover from it.”

“Our advice to tea drinkers would be ‘all things in
moderation.

‘ Our paper also calls for greater understanding of
the amount of fluoride in various tea preparations,
harvested from year to year, so that one could be more

fprecise in recommendations,” he said. — MNA/Xinhua|

| German President, Japanese
Emperor discuss Sumatra quake

ln ~ Tokvo, 5 April — Visiting German President
Horst Koehler and his wife Eva met with Japanese
Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko at the
Imperial Palace in Tokyo on Monday and discussed
the recent tragic earthquakes off Indonesia’s

Sumatra Island.
AccordingtoJapanese
Imperial  Household
Agency, the Emperor and
Koehler shared the view
thatthe quakes caused great
damage specifically to
countries suffering from
civil wars, and agreed on
the importance of promot-
ing efforts to achieve peace
and eradicate poverty.
The Emperor was
quoted as saying in the
meeting that he believes
thateffortstoachieve peace
should go side by side with
efforts to address poverty.
The German President
agreed with the Emperor’s
view, the agency said.
In Sri Lanka, more
than 31,000 people died due

to a tsunami which took
place following the
26 December quake off
Sumatra.

Koehler and his wife
areheretoattend Monday’s
inauguration ceremony of
“German Year in Japan”,
which is a yearlong show-
case of concerts, museum
exhibitions and other Ger-
man cultural events.

The Koehlers also had
lunch with Crown Prince
Naruhito and Crown Prin-
cess Masako at the crown
Prince’s palace. Koehler is
Germany’shonorary Presi-
dent for the yearlong event
and his counterpart in Ja-
pan is the crown Prince.

MNA/Xinhua

An official of the
Mata Ie geophysical sta-
tion revealed that the
quake ataround 3:37 a.m.
local time was located at
4.69 degree north latitude
and 94.87 degree eastlon-
gitude, about 108 kilome-
tres west of Banda Aceh.

According to the of-
ficial Antara news
agency, the tremor whose
epicentre was in the depth
of 10kilometres under the

Sony’s Play Station Portable is displayed at the Sony Style store befoyedhavas felt stronger by

midnight opening kick-off sale in New York City on 4 April, 2003NTERNET

the people living on

Aceh’s western coastal
areas, especially in
Banyak Island and Aceh
Singkil.

A chain of after-
shocks in the wake of the
tsunami on December 26,
2004 as well as the pow-
erful 8.7 earthquake were
dominated by those with
a distance between 80
kilometres and 300 kilo-
metres with epicentres in
the west, northwest and
southwest of Banda Aceh.

The official pre-

Study says obesity bo

osts death risk of influenz

Los ANGELES, 6 April — Obesity apparently reduces labouratory mice’s ability to turn on immune
systems necessary for controlling influenza infection, US researchers reported on Monday.

Influenza virus cur-

Quake of 5.5 magnitude jolts
BandaAcehagain early Tuesday

JAKARTA , 6 April — An aftershock measuring 5.5 on the Richter scale jolted
Banda Aceh, the provincial capital of Aceh, at early hours on Tuesday, causing a
little panic among residents there.

dicted more aftershocks
would still occur in Aceh
in the next several weeks
but they would notbe dan-
gerous and would not trig-
ger tsunamis.
Meanwhile, some
1,575 inhabitants of
KualaBaru Village, Aceh
Singkil District, have re-
portedly fled to a nearby
forest as they are afraid
of possible tsunamis fol-
lowing aftershocks that
rocked the area recently.
MNA/Xinhua

The findings indicate
that obesity in humans has
asimilar effect, said scien-
tists at the University of
North Carolina at Chapel
Hill School of Medicine.

Compared to mice of
normal weight, which were
otherwise identical, obese
mice were 10timesaslikely
to die when infected with
the flu virus. Four per cent
of lean mice died during the
experiments, compared
with40 per cent of the extra
fat ones, the study showed.

Presented atan Ameri-
can Society of Nutritional
Sciences meeting this

weekend in San Diego,
California, the study is the
first of its kind to examine
the effects of obesity on the
immune response to infec-
tion with influenza.

Numerous marked al-
terations seen in the mice’s
immune response suggest
that the growing obese
population is at increased
risk for immune dysfunc-
tionduring influenza infec-
tion, which may lead in
humans to increased mor-
tality as it did in the mice,
according to Melinda A.
Beck, an associate profes-
sor who led the study.

rently is responsible for
36,000 deaths and 114,000
hospitalizations in the
United States each year.
Scientists have warned an
influenza prevalence can
kill millions worldwide.
In this research, 35
mice fed a high-fat, high-
sugar diet for five months
grew 37 per cent heavier
than 35 mice fed a regular
rodent diet high in carbo-
hydrates. The obese mice
had a body fat percentage
of 31 per cent, compared to
21 percentinthelean mice.
Following influenza

infection at five months,
which is adulthood for
mice, the obese mice dem-
onstrated significantly de-
creased capacity in every
step of the inflammatory
immune response in the
lungs necessary to stop
spread of the virus, Beck
said.

MNA/Xinhua|

A two-day-old baby
elephant is cuddled by
the trunk by her mothe
Cynthia during her first
photo session at the z(

in Berlin recently.
INTERNET




said on Tuesday.

very happy with the offer and it means th:
with Milan."

but has not added to his tally of only three
from Fiorentina in 2001.

Italian league title last season.
Milan face city rivals Inter in a Cham
first-leg match on Wednesday.

Rui Costa extends deal with AC Milan

RoME, 6 April— AC Milan's Portuguese midfielder Rui Costa has
extended his contract with the Italian champions until 2007, the club

The 33-year-old, whose contract was due to end in June 2006, now
plans to finish his career with the Champions League quarterfinalists.
"As soon as they offered me this deal I accepted," Costa said. "Tam

at Iwill end my career here

Rui Costa has regained a regular place in the Milan side this season

league goals since arriving

The midfielder is in his 11th season in Italy after moving to
Fiorentina from Portuguese club Benfica in 1994.
He helped Milan win the Champions League in 2003 and the

pions League quarterfinal,

MNA/Xinhua

The PL made the in-
vestment "to ensure the
event is world class," said
PL chairman Dave
Richards, who is on a
three-day trip to South
Africa to build bridges
between his organization
and the 2010 World Cup
local organizing commit-
tee (LOC).

Richards said Britain
believed in South Africa's

:rn_lfii'ﬁ I'i'lzfl?f-

Aaron Peirsol qualified for a second event at thi
summer's World championships, winning the 20
metre backstroke at the USA Swimming 2005 W
Championships Trials Preliminaries at the Indian
University Natatorium in Indianapolis, Indiana, in
time of one minute 55.13 seCORAENTERNET

BRrussgLs, 6 April—
The Union of European
Football Associations
(UEFA) has ruled that the
next European match of
Feyenoord of the Nether-
lands will be played be-
hind closed doors due to
crowd problems during a

PUEFA Cup match against
0Sporting Lisbon back in
Jﬁgbruary, Dutch media
@eported on Tuesday.

@ TheDutchclubhasalso
been fined around 20,000

Feyenoord to pl
doors for crowd trouble

US dollars after rowdy be-
haviour by fans that in-
cluded missiles being
tossed at opposing play-
ers. Feyenoord does have
the option to appeal the
penalty.

"The ruling took too
long coming to hope that
it would be mild to some
extent," Feyenoord chair-
man Jorien van den Herik
was quoted as saying.

"The damage is enor-
mous in this way. There

ay behind closed

ability to stage the event
and South Africadeserved
the chance to produce a
brilliant tournament.

"We supported South
Africa's 2010 bid very
strongly - unlike France
and Spain, who backed
Morocco," he told South
Africa's online news ser-
vice News24.

South Africa beat Mo-
rocco and Egypt on May
last year to become the
first African host of the
world's biggest soccer
showpiece.

Richards said he
wanted South Africa to
leave a legacy after 2010

England’s PL helps S Africa stage
2010 World Cup finals

JOHANNESBURG, 6 April— The English Premier League will invest over 236
million rand (38 million US dollars) to help South Africa stage the 2010 World
Cup finals, it was announced here on Tuesday.

for the children of the
country. "As members of
the Commonwealth we
want to play our part in
ensuring that the training
grounds and other facili-
ties built for 2010 will be
turned into academies for
soccer and to help chil-
dren get better education
and health facilities," he
said.

Richards met with PL
CEO Trevor Phillips, 2010
LOC Chairman Irvin
Khoza and CEO Danny
Jordaan on Tuesday to
outline the PL's plans to
assist with the 2010 tour-
nament. —MNA/Xinhua

Liverpool goalkeeper admits

fault for Juventus away goal
LonpoN, 6 April— Liverpool goalkeeper Scott
Carson has taken the blame for the away goal scored by
Juventus in their Champions League quarterfinal first

round clash on Tuesday.

The 19-year-old, who made his debut in the com-

Lehmann suspended, Laszlo sanctioned

Champions League.

GENEVA, 6 April— Arsenal goalkeeper
Jens Lehmann on Tuesday was sus-
pended for two European club matches
by UEFA for throwing water at the refe-
ree and his assistant in a Champions
League match against Bayern Munich.

The German international twice threw
water at Massimo De Santis and assist-
ant referee Cristiano Copelli in the play-
ers' tunnel after the Champions League
first knockout round match at Highbury
on March 9.

Arsenal was eliminated 3-2 on
aggregate over the two legs. Lehmann's
ban will take effect in next season's

In another

line ban for i

At the fina

Disciplinary Body handed Ferencvaros
coach Csaba Laszlo a two-match touch-

UEFA Cup tie against Hearts on 16 Dec.
Laszlo was sent off for continuously

criticizing the referee, then reacting ag-

gressively toward the fourth official.

side's 1-0 win in Edinburgh, Laszlo re-
turned to the technical area and con-
fronted Hearts manager John Robertson,
who then tried to kick him..

are now no revenues, only
costs. We will make a
proper calculation of that,"
he added.

"Because the first
UEFA Cup match of the
new season is included in
the budget, that's an enor-
mous loss. Furthermore,
the team will miss the in-
dispensable support of the
fans in that match and now
the good people among the
bad have to suffer. For all
those well-intentioned
people too, this is very an-
MNA/Xinhua| noying."—MNA/Xinhua

case, UEFA's Control and

mproper conduct during a

1 whistle of the Hungarian

petitioninthe 2-1 victory for Liverpool, appeared to let
Fabio Cannavaro's 63rd minute downward header slip
through his hands, giving Juventus alifeline for the
second leg of the quarter-final tie.

"Atthe time I didn't think it was an error butI've seen
it on telly and obviously I feel as if I could have done
better," said Carson, who is also the England under-21
keeper.

"But I'm not going to beat myself up about it. If you
go into the next game thinking 'Tmade a mistake in the
last game' you're going to struggle."

The goal conceded could prove a vital away goal
when the two teams met again in Italy. But Liverpool
striker Milan Baros believed that they could still make
the last four of the tournament.

"We know the second match won't be easy but we're
2-1 up and they have to play," said the Czech striker.
"We can't go there to defend. We have to play offen-
sively and try to score," he added. —MNA/Xinhua

Liverpool surpris
claim sle

Lonoon, 6 April— Liverpool earned a slender advantage in their Champions League
quarter-final against Juventus with a 2-1 win on Tuesday after Anfield had paid its respect to the

Heysel victims.

Olympique Lyon was held to a 1-1 home draw
by PSV Eindhoven, leaving the other tie also
precariously balanced going into next week's second
legs.

Liverpool and Juventus were meeting for
the first time since the Heysel Stadium
tragedy 20 years ago in which 39 fans, mainly Ital-
ians, were killed when a wall collapsed following
crowd trouble at the European Cup final in Brussels.

Sami Hyypia's left-foot shot put Liverpool ahead
after 10 minutes and 15 mintues later Luis Garcia's
superb strike doubled the lead.

Zlatan Ibrahimovic hit the post, while what
looked a good goal by Alessandro del Piero was
ruled out for offside.

But Juve got a valuable away goal when Fabio
Cannavaro headed Gianluca Zambrotta's cross past
Scott Carson.

The 19 year-old, playing only his third game
for Liverpool, looked to be at fault as the ball
squeezed into the net.

e Juventus 2-1 to
nder lead

Previously he had superbly denied Del Piero
with a smart close-range save, but his later lapse in
concentration may cost Liverpool dearly.

Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard said his team
would not travel to Turin to defend the 2-1 first leg
lead but would look for the goal that could settle the
quarter-final tie.

"T don't think we'll play for 0-0, we've got the
players to go there and nick a goal and hopefully
we'll keep a clean sheet and then we'll be in the
semi-final," said Gerrard.

French champions Lyon, one of the competi-
tion's most impressive performers, dominated PSV
for an hour after Florent Malouda had given them a
12th-minute lead.

They had chances to seize control of the
match but were stunned 11 minutes from time when
Philip Cocu's solo run and speculative shot
squeezed inside Gregory Coupet's left-hand
post to give the Dutch champions a slight edge
in the tie— MNA/Xinhua

Liverpool's captain Steven Gerrard (L) kicks the

ball away from Juventus' Pavel Nedved during their

first leg Champions League quarter-final football

match at Anfield in Liverpool. Liverpool won 2-1.
INTERNET
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Br. James Gabriel, FSC

Age (76)
Brother James Gabriel, FSC, passed away at
Thukhagaba Hospital on 6" April 2005 at 7:30
am. He was the son of Saya Gabriel and Daw
Bibiana (deceased), the brother of Didacus (de-
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Wedneslay, 6 April, 2005
Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, light rain or thunder-
showers have been scattered in Mon State, isolated in
Shan and Kayin States and Yangon Division and
weather has been partly cloudy in the remaining states
and divisions. The noteworthy amounts of rainfall re-
corded were Mawlamyine and Thaton (0.12)inch each.
Day temperatures were (5°C) above normal in Kachin
State, (3°C) to (4°C) below normal in lower Sagaing
and Mandalay Divisions, (5°C) to (6°C) below normal

No 22/30 Strand Road at 43rd Street, Yangon. Cable Newlight, PO Box No. 43, Telephones: Editors 296115, Manager 296864, Circulation 297093, Advertisement 2
Accounts 296545, Administration 296161, Production 297032 (Office) /297028 (Press).

o 0500560909 - el (o) &d ceased). Br. Gabriel FSC. (deceased). Alphonse, | in Northern Shan State and Yangon Division, (7°C) to
Ji ey - aod () &8 Marinu (deceased). Sr. Fidelis (IJ, Malaysia) || (8°C) below normal in Mon, Kayah States and Bago
o aScpSampliqay — acond (g) 86 48 Joseph, Louis and Bishop John Gabriel (deceased). || Division, (9°C) below normal in Kayin State and about
0gpS 03235 Funeral Mass at St. Augustine’s Church, Inya Road || normal in the remaining areas. The significant day tem-
® at 9:00 am on Friday, 8" April followed by burial peratures were Magway and Minbu (40°C) each.
q$0p§03¢:cm:qi6:00000066:4E G B:eq:c00E 8 service at St. Francis Church Compound, Tamwe, Maximum temperature on 5-4-2005 was 90°F.
\ Yangon. Dela Salle Brothers)| Minimum temperature on 6-4-2005 was 64°F. Relative
humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 6-4-2005 was 80%. Total
- N . .
sunshine hours on 5-4-2005 was (0.0) hour. Rainfalls
8:20 am 6:00 pm . .
e C e e on 6-4-2005 were nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye
7. slofBimsnmnp: 9. §éémofiondeorngdifé and central Yangon. Total rainfalls since 1-1-2005 were
8:30 am 88:c0:c0qup8 (0.59 inch) at Yangon Airport, (1.69 inches) at Kaba-
8. International news 6:15 pm Thursday, 7 April Aye and (0.32 inch) at central Yangon. Maximum wind
Tﬂm]m 8:45 am 10. sloofaB§aesdzmmyp: Tune in ’to day: speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (10) mph from South-
- 9. Happy and Educatio- | 6:30 pm 8.30 am Brief news east at (12:00) hours MST on 5-4-2005.
Thursday, 7 April nal English Summer | 11. Evening news 8.35 am Music:Ifeellove Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy
) ' 7:00 pm 8.40 am Perspectives in the West Central Bay and partly cloudy elsewhere
View on today: Course MRTV W0p 8.45 am Music .
. 4:00 pm 12. Weather report I remember you| | in the Bay of Bengal. )
7:.00 am | Martial 7:05 pm 8.50 am National news/, Forecast valid until evening of 7-4-2005Fsolated
1. eoy:q:qfed:op§:e0apecs - Martial song ; Slogan rain or thundershowers are likely in Kachin State and
4:15 pm 13. §&¢fgoencdcod:oy 9.00 am Music: Home . A .
epfBn §EéaonSodeosumn . “ e . e sweet home Taninthayi Division and weather will be partly cloudy
o morfjecrSesont 2. Songs to uphold . Y8eonBe” (2§&:-50)||] 9.05 am Intemalional in Shan, Chin, Rakhine States, Bago, Yangon and
b1 =Beesunqgqq! National Spirit 7:35 pm 9.10 am ]I\I,?:;ibc: Rock &| | Ayeyawady Divisions and generally fair in the remain-
awdleamguurosg S 4:30 pm 14. slao[B3msgzamyp: roll music ing areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).
s 3. English For Everyday | 7:45 pm 1.30 pm News/Slogan State of the seaSeas will be slight to moderate in
BBgmeq egongal§aoi o e N <|1]1.40 pm Lunch Time
A oo Use 15. 6aCQCEO:OY$ie0g CPEINC Music Myanmar waters.
;fpc:”m;-‘:;m@:ygp 4:45 pm nooScq0  ogodé:clod -I specialize in Outlook for subsequent two daysSlight increase
| o o§oSonep: 4. Musical programme aonfeqpad {(X’ﬁ my love of day temperatures in the lower Myanmar areas.
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Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than cordially converses with local farmers at harvesting summer paddy in Hleseik Village of Kyaiklat Fewnship.

YANGON, 6 April —Member of the State Peace and | Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than and party inspected main-
Development Council Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than of | tenance of Yangon-Maubin Road section and cultiva-
the Ministry of Defence and departmental officials | tion of summer paddy and cold season crops. All the people including national entreprp-
arrived at Pandaing Village in Nyaungdon Township, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than and party attended a cer- neurs ought to be loyal to the State and all thpse
Ayeyawady Division, yesterday. emony to harvest summer paddy at the paddy field of U in government service, on their part, have to cdrry
They were welcomed by Chairman of Ayeyawady | Malar in Meethwaychaung Village in Maubin ||+ their respective duties conscientiously and wWork
Division Peace and Development Council Commander | Township.They also inspected threshing of paddy. Com- | | - o Gevel opment of their respective regio
of South-West Command Maj-Gen Soe Naing, local | mander Maj-Gen Soe Naing reported on cultivationof over
authorities and officials. (See page 9) (Page 2) PERSPECTIVES

Y ANGON, 6 April—The
concluding of the Public
Relations and Information
Management Course No
5 conducted by the Union
Solidarity and Develop-
ment Association took
place at the USDA Train-
ing Centre in Hmawby
Township, Yangon Divi-
sion, this morning, with
an address by USDA Sec-
retariat Member U Tin
Htut.

Also present on the
occasion were USDA
CEC members, officials,

training course in- charge
Lt-Col Khin Win, and
trainees from states and

USDA Secretariat member U Tin Htut addresses closing ceremony of Public Relations and Information Management CourgesNo 5

divisions.
The Secretariat mem-
ber in his speech said that

the purposes of the estab-
lishment of the Associa-
tion are to help build a | culcate the Association’s

peaceful, modern and de-

noble aims, principles,
oaths, regulations and
(See page 10)

veloped nation, and to in-

Afterthree years of hard
work, director Sin Yaw
Maung Maung has
achieved his dream - his
movie, Mystery of Snow,
is finished and will hit in-
ternational screens at the
first Myanmar film festi-
val in Singapore in April
and Yangon screens on
April 17.

He expects a lot from
this film which he sees not
only as a great film but a
watershed in Myanmar
film production.

“I have always loved

Lthe breath-taking beauty

of the snow mountains in
northern Myanmar and I
wanted to share that beauty.
Andthe other thing I wanted
to do was to take a giant
step in the development of
the Myanmar movie indus-
try—I think we’ve done
that. This is a giant step
forward for our industry,
bringing us right up to the
international standards,” he
said.

“And there is another el-
ement forme,” he said. “and
that is for my son, Min
Thant Maung Maung.
‘When he grows up, I want

him to be proud that his
father made such a big and
honorable movie, an im-
portant moment in
Myanmar movie history.”

The film is based on a
novel by well-known writer
Juu and was adapted by
writer Nyein Min. It will be
the first Myanmar film to
be screened with English
sub-titles and it is the first
Myanmar film recorded
with surround digital audio
system.

The story is about the
adventures of a boy whose

(See page 7)

Main characters in “Mystery of Snow” Myanmar movie.




