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Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peac
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring Stat
Constitution

* Building of a new modern develope
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all-roun
development of other sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments fron
sources inside the country and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy must be kej
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-|
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation
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gious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Myint Maung,
Deputy Minister for
Health Dr Mya Oo,
Deputy Minister for Ag-
riculture and Irrigation U
Ohn Myint, officials of
the State Peace and De-
velopment Council Office
and departmental offi-
cials.

The Prime Minister
and party on arrival at the
project site were welcomed
by Mon State PDC Chair-
man South-East Command
Commander Maj-Gen
Thura Myint Aung, Brig-
Gen Myint Soe of Thaton
Station, senior military of-
ficers, chairmen of town-

ship PDCs, members of so-

ficials.

At the briefing hall,
Director of Construction-6
U Hla Myint reported on
facts about the project,
construction progress up to
31 March and future work
and Deputy Minister U
Ohn Myint on conditions
of Zokkaye Sluice Gate
that benefits 20,000 acres
of farmland and
Kyonhtaw Sluice Gate
that benefits 22,000 acres
of farmland and construc-
tion of Kataik Dam that
will benefit 20,000 acres
of farmland and imple-
mentation of Yin Nyein
Sluice Gate project in-
cluding construction of
canals.

Prime Mlnlster Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects construction of Yin Nyein Main Sluice Gate and canal.r organizations and of-

YaNGoN, 2 April —
Prime Minister Lt-Gen
Soe Win arrived by heli-
copter yesterday morning
at the project site for con-
struction of Yin Nyein
Sluice Gate being imple-
mented by the Construc-
tion-6 of the Irrigation
Department, Ministry of
Agriculture and Irrigation
near Yin Nyein Creek
near Kyonhtaw Village,
Paung Township, Thaton
District, Mon State. The
Prime Minister was ac-
companied by Minister
for Mines Brig-Gen Ohn
Myint, Minister for
Progress of Border Areas
and National Races and
Development Affairs Col
Thein Nyunt, Minister for
Science and Technology
U Thaung, Minister for
Education U Than Aung,
Minister for Rail Trans-
portation Maj-Gen Aung
Min, Minister for Reli-

(See page 8)

Progress in construction of Yin Nyein Main Sluice Gaten"

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngan
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PERSPECTIVES

Sunday, 3 April, 2005
Exert efforts in unison for
success of national projects

The government has been making all-oul
efforts in all seriousness for development of pg
litical, economic, social and transport sectors

Regarding this as a national concern, th

entire national people are making concerte
efforts for successful realization of the nation
goal.

With this end in view, the governmen
upholding Our Three Main National Causes i
taking systematic steps in accordance with th
12 political, economic and social objectives.

Meanwhile, the 24 development zon

way to bring about harmonious developmen
throughout the nation.

This has also resulted in development g
education, health and transport sectors. Moreo
ver, special projects for development of borde
areas were laid down and are being imple
mented for development of border regiong
which lagged behind in development in the pag

have been designated and work is well undgr

f

Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges,

olding negative Vi
* Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
* Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

* Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

RICE OFFERED: The
ceremony to offer rice
and alms to members
of the Sangha was
held at
Shwephonepwint
Pagoda in
Pazundaung Township
on Saturday. The |
photo shows the
opening ceremony of
rice offering ceremony
which will continue

tomorrow. —vNA

YANGON, 2 April — Mayor Brig-Gen Aung
Thein Lin, together with Vice-Mayor Col Maung
Pa, inspected functions of Yangon City Water Sup-
ply Project (Ngamoeyeik) in Hmawby Township
this morning.

due to various reasons.

To keep pace with those special projects,
the five rural development tasks have been lai¢l
down and measures are being taken for enhang-
ing of the socio-economic life of the rural peo]

The Mayor delivered an address at the open-
ing ceremony of the Culture and Morals Course.
Summer training courses organized by Yangon Di-
vision USDA were opened at the office of Yangon
Division USDA in Bahan Township. — MNA

ple and for development of rural areas where
the majority of the people reside.
Tangible results have been achievef

Exhibitions to mark Armed
across the nation as region-wide developmeft Forces Day continue

projects are being implemented day in and da Yancox, 2 April — The 60th Anniversary
out. Those achievements have been brought Armed Forces Day Commemorative Exhibition con-
about due to mutual understanding and for-| | tinued at the Defence Services Museum on
bearance among departments and united efforth| Shwedagon Pagoda Road today.

of local authorities, the Tatmadawmen and lo In the exhibition on nation-building endeav-
cal people ours, a computer quiz is being held from noon to 2

It is incumbent upon the entire national| | P™ and prizes are pres,emed to winners. o

people to protect and safeguard the project People and foreigners visited the exhibition

which contribute much to national and regional and it “.IIH. be kepF on 4 April .
Similarly, Literary & Arts Competitions hon-
development.

ouring the 60th Anniversary Armed Forces Day
To ensure all-round development, the continued at Tatmadaw Convention Hall on U Wisara
gove_rnnf\ent laid dqwn fa 30-year long-term plar Road from 9 am to 5 pm today, and members of the
and_ 1S |_mp|ement|ng it phase by phase ead yyion Solidarity and Development Association, stu-
lasting five years. ) dents, monks and people visited the competitions.
The accomplishment of the master plal

) ) : Literary & Arts Competitions and 3Q contest
will be able to fulfil all necessary requirementg

are also being held and cash prizes are awarded
for the emergence of a peaceful modern anfd 1o the winners. The competitions continue till 4
developed nation.

April.
The government together with the peopls

i

MNA

Rain in Kachin State, upper
Sagaing and Taninthayi Divisions

YANGON, 2 April —The Hydrology and Mete-
orology Department announced that light rain had
been isolated in Kachin State and upper Sagaing Divi-
sion last two days. During the past 24 hours, light rain
or thundershowers have been isolated in upper Sagaing
and Taninthayi Divisions, and partly cloudy in Kachin
and Rakhine States, Mandalay and Yangon Divisions.
The remaining areas were mostly pleasant. The note-
worthy amount of rainfall recorded was 0.12 inch in
Myeik. Weather is partly cloudy in the south of the
Bay of Bengal and generally fair elsewhere of the Bay
of Bengal.

Forecast valid on 3 April evening, isolated light
rain or thundershowers are possible in Kachin
State, Upper Sagaing and Taninthayi Divisions.
Weather will be partly cloudy in the remaining area.
Degree of certainty is 60 per cent. Outlooks for
subsequent two days are possibility of isolated rain or
thundershowers in southern part of the country.

MNA

\ J

has been able to carry out those nation-build
ing endeavours owing to prevalence of peade
and tranquillity in all parts of the nation.
Therefore, the onus is on the entire nal
tional people to strive together with the gov:
ernment for national development as well a
Lcommunity peace and tranquillity.

as possible.

Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi,
who is visiting New Zealand, met Helen Clark and
the New Zealand Cabinet on Thursday.

The announcement follows studies in both
New Zealand and Malaysia on the benefits of an
FTA. New Zealand’s study concluded that the two
economies are complementary and that such an agree-
ment would benefit the people and economies of
both countries.

Helen Clark said the FTA process was an
exciting development in the two countries’ bilateral
relationship. It is expected that negotiations should
be completed in 2006.

“We both have strong and relatively open
economies, but there is scope for improvement par-
ticularly in the services sector and with investment
flows,” said Helen Clark.

Malaysia is New Zealand’s tenth largest
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NZ, Malaysia to launch FTA Negotiations

WELLINGTON , 2 April — New Zealand Prime Minister Helen Clark announced recently that
the country and Malaysia have agreed to begin negotiations on a free trade agreement (FTA) as soon

trading partner globally. The pair’s two-way trade in
goods is worth over 850 million US dollars a year.

Badawi arrived in New Zealand Wednes-
day and was formally welcomed to Parliament Thurs-
day by Helen Clark. He will travel to Auckland Friday
where he will visit Auckland University before leav-
ing New Zealand in the evening.

MNA/Xinhua

All this needs to be knowr

Do not be frightened wheneve
intimidated

Do not be bolstered whenever flattere
Do not be softened whenever appeas

ed




Indonesia to increase quake
monitoring stations

JAKARTA , 1 April — The Indonesian Government said on Thursday it plang
to increase the number of earthquake monitoring stations to 160 from th
current 31 following two massive earthquakes off Sumatra Islands thg

claimed over 200,000 lives.

With more quake
monitoring stations, the
government expects to
detect tremors faster and
more accurate, said
Gunawan Ibrahim, head
of the Jakarta-based me-
teorology and geophysics
agency.

"The BMG has 31 seis-
mological stations at

present, dispersed from
Banda Aceh to Jayapura.
It takes us 30 to 60 min-
utes to detect an earth-
quake because of the lim-
ited quake monitoring sta-
tions," he said.

With 160 quake sta-
tions, he said the detec-
tion period can be reduced
to 15 minutes.
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He said an immediate
knowledge about earth-
quake would give time to
officials to issue warning
of possible tsunami. To
buildthe targeted 160 quake
stations, Indonesia will seek
assistance fromother coun-
tries, such as China, Ger-
many and Japan, he added.

MNA/Xinhua

India ratifies nuclear safety

New DeLHi, 2 April— India has ratified the Convention on Nuclear Safety)
and submitted to the director-general of the International Atomic Energy
Agency at Vienna on Thursday, a statementissued by the Ministry of Externg

Affairs said.

The convention was
adopted in Vienna on 17
June, 1994 and entered
into force on 24 October,
1996.

“Fully conscious of
theresponsibilities arising
from the possession of ad-
vanced and comprehen-
sive capabilities in the en-
tire gamut of nuclear fuel
cycle operations, India at-
taches greatimportance to
the issue of nuclear
safety,” the statement
said.

“India shares the ob-
jective of the convention
of maintaining ahighlevel
of nuclear safety world-
wide through the enhance-
ment of national measures
and international coopera-
tion, including in safety-
related technical coopera-
tion.”

India hopes to make
peaceful use of the nuclear
energy tomeet the demand
of the growing economy.
“Nuclear power, as a safe

convention

and secure energy source,
is an indispensable com-
ponent for meeting the de-
velopment needs of a
large and growing
economy like India,” the
statement added. “In ex-
ploring its full potential

for peaceful purposes to
which India is committed,
the importance of interna-
tional cooperation includ-
ing in the field of safety-
related technologies cannot
but be over-emphasized,”
it said. — MNA/Xinhua

= Singapore

PM visits
Cambodia

Punom Penn, 1 April
Singapore’s Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong
arrived here on Thursday
to pay an official visit to
Cambodia at the invita-
tion of Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Sen.

Prime Minister Hun
Sen welcomed Lee and
his delegation at the
Phnom Penh International
Airport.

During his one-day
visit, Lee will hold a
meeting with his Cambo-
dian counterpart Prime
Minister Hun Sen. On
Thursday afternoon, Lee
will have a royal audi-
ence with Cambodia’s
King Norodom Sihamoni.

It is Lee Hsien
Loong’sfirstvisitto Cam-
bodia.— MNA/Xinhua

A RedMan protective suit for defensive tactics
training on display at the Global Security Asia 2005
conference and exhibition in SingaporeINTERNET

Indonesia to establish national
guard for disaster relief

JAKARTA, 1 April — The Indonesian Government

said on Thursday it plans

Guard for Disaster Relief following two unprecedented
disasters within just three months that claimed more

than 200,000 lives.

The national guard is expected to reduce govern-
ment's reliance on the military when dealing with
natural disasters, Coordinating Minister for People's
Welfare Alwi Shihab told reporters here.

"We should stop 'disturbing' the military when a

disaster occurred," he said.

The national guard will become part of the existing
National Coordination Board for Disaster Relief and

Refugee Resettlement.

Shihab said the government would recruit well-trained
people to join the national guard, adding that he would
soon embark to the United States and Europe to learn
about similar organizations there. — MNA/Xinhua

to establish the National

— P
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N-E China province works to balance
environment, development

Beuing, 1 April — Northeast China's Liaoning Province is to launch a 10-
billion-yuan (1.2-billion-US-dollar) environmental protection plan to fight
river pollution with the idea being that polluters will foot the bill, according to

Friday' s China Daily.

The three-year plan
will focus on controlling
andreducingindustrial pol-
lutants along the Liaohe
River,said Hou Yongshun,
a senior engineer from the
local environmental pro-
tection bureau responsible
for the project.

The planis to try and
control the establishment
of new potential pollut-
ers including
papermaking, pharma-
ceutical and chemical

plants. The local authori-
ties will also tighten up the
monitoring of existing
heavy polluters such as
iron, steel and cement
plants.

All such plants along
the river will be told to
meet the protection stand-
ards within three years.

In relation to drink-
ing water, new poultry
farms will not be allowed
to be located around the
river or reservoirs. Those

existing there will be
moved or closed down.

An environmental re-
port earlier this year
showed that the Liaohe
River was at the top of the
list of the nation's most
heavily polluted rivers.

Another survey by the
local Liaoning Environ-
ment Monitor Centre said
five out of six major rivers
in Liaoning are in a bad
way.

MNA/Xinhua

An Iraqi surveys
damage to the
52-metre (170-foot)
Malwiya tower, a
treasured national
monument in the

northern city of

Suicide car bomb hits US
checkpoint in western Iraq

*FaLLuian , 1 April — A suicide car bomb hit a US checkpoint at the
entrance of a US military base west of the restive city of Ramadi on Friday,

witnesses said.

The explosion took place when a
suicide bomber drove a booby-trapped
truck into the US military checkpoint
around midday. Casualties were not
known as the US troops sealed off the

area, the witnesses said.

two main bridges of Ramadi as they
surrounded the city, some 100 km west
of Baghdad. The US military did not
confirm the incident.

Ramadi has long been a hotbed of

insurgency against the US troops.

They said the US troops blocked

Internet

Samarra, whose top

was blown off in an

attack on 2 April,

20065.

INTERNET

Police chief killed in northern Iraq

Bacupap, 1 April —
The police chief in Balad
Ruz and his driver were
shotandkilled Friday, and
an Interior Ministry com-
mando waskilled during a
raid, police said.

The police chief, Col

Hatem Rashid Moham-
med, was getting into his
car when gunmen
opened fire in the town
about 30 miles (48
kilometers) north of
Baghdad, police in
Diyala province said.

An aide was critically
wounded, police said.

In the Daniya section
of the city, an Interior
Ministry officer waskilled
during a commando raid
on a house.

Internet
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China, Germany to promote
parliamentary exchanges

Beuing, 1 April — Chinese top legislator, Wu Bangguo, said that thg
National People's Congress would like to further the relationship with the -
Federal Council of the German Parliament.

He told visiting
Mattias Platzeck,
president of the German
Federal Council, that
China and Germany have
enjoyed sound rela-
tionship, and the two
countries have the similar
view on major interna-
tional issues.

"The development of
Sino-German relations
benefits the peoples of

the two countries," he
said.

He said China and
Germany are economi-
cally complementary and
have great potential for
trade cooperation. The
two sides should enhance
the cooperation on energy
resources and environ-
mental protection.

Wu expressed appre-
ciation for Germany's

adherence of the one-
China policy.

Platzeck, who is also
governor of Branden-
burg, said that the
relations between
Germany and China have
entered a new stage, and
he is visiting China to
promote the cooperation
between the parlia-
mentary organs as well as
the exchanges between

local provinces of the two
countries.

He said Germany will
continue to adhere to the
one-China policy.

MNA/Xinhua

Singapore Co establishes presence in Hong Kong

Hone Kong, 1 April — Singapore-based company Boardroom Limited has entered into an agreement
to acquire the corporate secretarial, accounting, payroll and trade support service businesses of Hong

China's project to assist
Indonesia in earthquake
monitoring

Beuing, 1 April— Indonesia's early earthquake
warning network, currently under construction
with help from China and other countries, will help
the country in locate, measure and report
earthquakes, said Chinese Foreign Ministry|

. —
Japanese consumer electronics giant Matsushita Electric Industrial and South
Korea's LG Electronics have agreed to settle a patent infringement row over
plasma display panels, a report said on 2 April, 200BTERNET

spokesman Liu Jianchao on Thursday.

The network will also
provide Indonesia with
technical support in
participating in the tsunami
early warning system in
the Indian Ocean, Liu said
at a news conference.

Chinese Premier Wen
Jiabao attended the special
tsunami summit on 6
January, promising to help
Indonesia establish an
earthquake monitoring and
tsunami early-warning
network. Liu said the State
Seismological Bureau sent
a workforce from 26
February to2 Marchtohold
consultations with Indone-
sia's meteorological bureau
and academy of sciences,
and the two sides signed an
agreement on constructing
the network together.

According to the

agreement, said Liu, China
will provide seismic
equipmentworth 27 million
yuan (about 3.26 million
US dollars). China and
Indonesia will have regular
meetings on the early-
warning network project
and cooperation, Liuadded.

MNA/Xinhua

Kong-based RSM Nelson Wheeler (RSM), announced Invest Hong Kong here on Thursday

Commenting on the
latest acquisition,
Chairman of Boardroom
Goh Geok Khim said,
"The acquisition of RSM
fits into our strategy,
which is to grow our
business internationally
by establishing our
presence in the rapidly

growing markets of Asia."

He said markets in the
regionsuch as the Chinese
Mainland, Hong Kong,
Malaysia, Thailand and
India are enjoying high
rates of growth. "Hong
Kong's role as a global
financial centre continues
to strengthen as more

Chinese companies seek
to raise funds on the Hong
Kong Stock Exchange."

Listed on the Main
Board of the Singapore
Exchange Securities
Trading Limited (SGX-
ST), Boardroom Limited
is Singapore's largest
provider of corporate

Online sign

BEeuING, 1 April
Online signatures will
become valid in China as
of April 1 to facilitate the
country's growing on-line
trading, an official of the
Ministry of Information
Industry (MII) on Thursday
acknowledged.

Thelaw grantselectronic
signatures the same legal
effect as handwritten
signatures and seals for

B
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Chinese women work at a textile company in
Beijing recently—INTERNET
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atures take
business transactions, said
the official. It establishes a
market access system for
online certification
providers to ensure the
security of e-commerce.
While giving due
consideration to current
electronic certification
services that are still in a
startup period, the law
stipulates that govern-
mental departments shall
undertake "effective and
appropriate” supervision
and management over the

electronic certification
service organs in market
access.

The Administration
Rules on Online Certifi-
cation Service goes into
effect on the same day to
supportthe implementation
of the law.

The rules cover mainly
the issuance and manage-
ment of licences for online
certification  service,
standardization of service
behaviour, handling of
suspension or alteration of

effect in China on 1 April

the service, pattern and
security measures of online
signature certification,
supervision and manage-
ment and penalties for
illegal activities in the field.

"The rules will help
promote a smooth
implementation of the
electronic signature law,
providing concretecontents
on the behaviour, supervi-
sion and management of
online certification service
organs," said the MII
official.— MNA/Xinhua

".‘ —
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German Press says Zargawi plans
chemical attack in Europe

BERLIN, 1 April — TopIraqi terrorist
Abu Musab al Zarqawi is planning to
launch chemical weapons attacks in
Europe, a German magazine reported
on Wednesday.

"Somewhere in Europe there's going
to be a big bang and it will have been
organized by Zarqawi," said a German
Federal Intelligence Service (BND)
official quoted by the political magazine
Cicero.

The unnamed BND source said it
was unclear how far Zarqawi's agents
had gone to prepare for a chemical
attack. "Wejustknow thathe's working
onit," a BND agent told the magazine.

The magazine said Zarqawi's men,
closely linked to Osamabin Laden's al-
Qaeda network, is producing chemical

weapons in Georgia and North Caucasus
region of Russia. Zarqawi is believed to
have atleast 150 potential terrorists based
in Berlin, Bavaria and Baden-
Wouerttemberg states, said the BND agents
in the Ciceroreport.— MNA/Xinhua

Blast in Iraq kills
Marine from Orlando

BacHDAD, 1 April — Marine reservist
Charles G Wells Jr could have come home
from Iraq when his second tour of duty
ended a few weeks ago Instead, he opted to
stay. That decision cost him his life.

Wells, 32, of Orlando was killed
Wednesday when his vehicle struck a
land mine en route to Qaim, Iraq.

He is survived by his wife, Nicole,
33,and a4-year-old daughter.—Internet

secretarial, share regi-
stration, accounting and
payroll services.
Established in 1975,
RSM s one of the leading
accounting and consulting
firms in Hong Kong,
offering a wide range of
services to local and
international clients. The
new entity will operate
under the name of Asialink
Services (HK) Limited, a
member of Boardroom.
Associate Director-
General of Investment
Promotion at Invest Hong
Kong Simon Galpin
welcomed Boardroom to
Hong Kong. He said,
"With the implementation
of CEPA TandII, overseas
investors have become
increasingly interested
and active in exploring
various opportunities in
using Hong Kong as a
strategic location for
expanding in the region."
"The increased level of
inward investment in
Hong Kong, at the same
time, creates an excellent
platform for business
services providers like
Boardroom which
comprise one of Invest
Hong Kong's priority
sectors," said Galpin.
Invest Hong Kong is a
Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region
Government department
charged with encouraging
and facilitating inward
investment into the city
by providing all the
support needed to
establish a business
presence here.
MNA/Xinhua



China boasts standardized
plantation of medicinal herbs

Macao, 2 April — China has cultivated 920,000 hactares standardizeld
plantation of medicinal herbs, said Liu Yanhua, Vice-Minister of Science angl
Technology at the International Conference on Chinese Medicine open

here on Friday.

China has set up 448 production
bases in 18 provinces, autonomous re-
gions and municipalities for cultivating
standard Chinese medicine, which are
shaping up a complete production and
commercial chain for developing
modern Chinese medicine, Liu said.

The ministry supervised a panel con-
sisting of some 100 experts nationwide
to draft out a guideline for boosting the
modernization of the Chinese medicine
industry in 1997, which was passed by
China's State Council in 2002 as a state

Liu said that with the attachment
given to the sector, China has substan-
tially improved the research and devel-
opment level as well as production abil-
ity of Chinese medicine.

He pointed outin particular that when
the epidemic of SARS (severe acute
respiratory syndrome) post a threat to
the world in 2003, Chinese medicine has
played an important role in the preven-
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Thai Airways’ fares
to Increase

Banckok, 1 April — Thailand's national flag carrier, Thai Airways

ednternational Public Company Limited (THAI), will increase its air

fares through a five-US-dollar fuel surcharge per ticket, taking effect

from 1 May.

THALI's top executives expect the
increased surcharge to generate
a 100 million baht (2.56 million US
dollars) to help the company cushion
the impact of the rising cost of jet
fuel.

Nearly all international carriers
have already levied fuel surcharges,
THAI's President Kanok Abhiiradee

was quoted by the state-run
Thai News Agency as saying on
Wednesday.

Apart from the surcharge, THAI
plans other measures to reduce its
operating costs and increase revenues.
The pay rise had been pending for
three years, he said.

MNA/Xinhua

tion against the disease, which has won
a high commendation from the World
Health Organization.

circular.

MNA/Xinhua|

Megawati

reelected

as PDI-P
leader

JAKARTA, 1 April —
Former Indonesian Presi-
dent Megawati Soeka-
rnoputri  won the bid
to retain herchairwoman-
ship in the Indonesian
Democratic Party-Strug-
gle (PDI-P) for the 2005-
2010 period in the party's
second Congress con-
cluded in Bali on Thurs-
day.

Megawati's reelection
also gave her a full man-
date to choose members
of the party's central
executive board for the
next five years.

According to the
official Antara news
agency, she was
reelected by acclama-
tion in the Congress led
by chief of the party's
East Nusatenggara pro-
vincial executive board
Frans Leburaya.

MNA/Xinhua

Tsunami causes limited
soil salinity problems

Banckok, 1 April — Soil salinity problems
caused by last year's tsunami are less severe th
previously expected, the United Nations Food an|
Agriculture Organization (FAO) said in a state-

ment on Thursday.

A total of 47,000 hec-
tares of agricultural land
had been damaged by tsu-
nami waves in Indonesia,
Sri Lanka, Maldives, India
and Thailand, Daniel
Renault, the FAO coordi-
nator for agriculture in tsu-
nami affected countries,
was quoted as saying.

"Around 38,000 hec-
tares of that land can be
used for cultivation this
year, while the remaining
9,000 hectares, mainly in
the worst hit Indonesian
Province of Aceh, have
been lost to the sea or can
nolongerbe used for farm-
ing," he said. "This lost
amount is small compared
to the 300,000 hectares of
rice fields in Aceh," he
added.

It was initially feared
that agricultural land
flooded with salt water in
coastal areas hit by the tsu-
nami would lose its soil

fertility making itunusable
for cultivation for a long
time.

"Fortunately, due to
the humid conditions
inmostofthe Indian Ocean
countries, salt-polluted ar-
able land has been cleaned

Workers demolish an
building in

old brick wall on the construction site of a new office
Beijing on 2 April 2005— INTERNET

by rainfall and irrigation,"
Renault said.

Recentsurveys carried
out by FAO and others
show that salt deposited in
more than two thirds of
the affected agricultural
land has been leached out
already allowing plant-
ing to resume with the
beginning of the crop-
ping season in April and
May.

However, the disaster
did affect farming activi-
ties of hundreds of thou-
sands of farmers and their
families in the region, who
depend on agriculture for
their livelihoods.

MNA/Xinhua|

" A Vietnamese farmer walks past a rice field outside Hanoi
on 30 March, 2005— INTERNET

HKSAR Govt to help disabled
job seekers

Hone Kong, 2 April — Hong Kong Labour Department will launch a

Work Orientation & Place

ment Scheme to help 1,000 people with disabilities

find jobs with an estimated investment of about 8 million HK dollars (102,564

US dollars).

The scheme is aimed at
encouraging employers to
betterunderstand the work-
ing abilities of people with
disabilities, according to a
government Press release
on Thursday.

Under the scheme, a
two-day pre-employment
training programme will be
offered to each participat-
ing disabled job-seeker,
covering the latest job mar-
ketinformation, job-search
skills, interviewing tech-

niques, work ethics and
communication/interper-
sonal skills.

The participating em-
ployer will offer a three-
month work placement to
the disabled job-seeker and
will be free to decide
whether to continue the
employment upon comple-
tion of the work orientation
period.

Announcing details of
the scheme Thursday, As-
sistant Commissioner for

Labour Tsang Kin-woo
said the department's place-
ment officer will follow up
the performance of the disa-
bled employee during the
three-month period.

The participating em-
ployer will receive a finan-
cial incentive equal to 50
percentoftheactual wages
paid to the employee dur-
ing the three-month work
period, with a ceiling of
3,000 HK dollars per
month. — MNA/Xinhua

Earth-
guake
jolts
Sumatra
again

Honeg Kong, 2 April — An earthquake
measuring 5.8 on the Richter Scale rocked
the sea waters west of Sumatra, Indonesia,
at 3:29 pm (Hong Kong Time) on
Thursday, the Hong Kong Observatory
reported.

According to the observatory, the epicenter
was initially determined to be 1.8 degrees of
North Latitude and 97.1 degrees of East Lon-
gitude, about 260 kilometres south of Medan.

Earlier in the day, an quake measuring 6.3
on the Richter Scale rocked the sea waters
west of northern Sumatra, Indonesia, at 0:25
am (Hong Kong Time).

The epicenter was initially determined
to be 3.0 North Latitude and 95.4 East Longi-
tude, about 280 kilometres south of Banda
Aceh.— MNA/Xinhua
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Ducks swim through the water in Fontanka river in central St Petersburg,
April, 2005. After an unusually cold first month of spring, mild and sunn
weather has finally arrived.—InternetINTERNET

New measures to cut down road

accidents in Thailand

Banckok , 2April — Thai police willimplement new measures to reduce drink-
related road accident at the upcoming Songkran Festival, officials have said.

Under the new rule, drunk divers
will have their vehicles impounded for
up to three months once they were caught
by police. Currently, most offenders are
only fined and ordered to carry out
relatively light community service,
although the existing law prescribes

imprisonment.

"Knowing you will have to pay a
jofint and do some community work for
a day or two is one thing, facing the

threat of losing your car

up to three

months is another," a police source was
quoted by The Nation newspaper as
saying Friday.

The new measures will come into
effect from the Songkran Festival in April
as the government hopes to bring down
the high death tolls during the period.

Together with the threat of jail, the
new rule is expected to deter car owner's
temptation to drive while drunk or give
the key to adrunken friend, said police.

MNA/Xinhua

China sees
barrier cas

Beuing, 1 April — China had 1.26 billion US

dollars' worth of trade bar

than any other country, according to an annual
reportissued by the Ministry of Commerce (MOC)

on Thursday.

"The Foreign Market
Access Report 2005" cov-
ers 22 trade partners of
China, including Egypt,
South Africa, Nigeria,
Saudi Arabia, Turkey,
Thailand, the Philippines,
Malaysia, Indonesia, Vi-
etnam, India, South Ko-
rea, Japan, Russia, the
European Union, Canada,
the United States, Mexico,
Brazil, Argentina, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand.

China's exports to
these countries accounted
for about 68 per cent of
China's total exports in
2004. The report intro-
duces the trade and invest-
ment regulatory policies
of each country, barriers
to trade and investment,
the barriers Chinese com-
panies come across in for-
eignmarkets, China's con-
cern over these barriers
and its efforts to eliminate
them.

most trade
es in 2004

rier cases in 2004, more|

Trade barriers were
classified into 14 catego-
ries, such as tariffs and
tariff administrative
measures, import restric-
tions, Customs barriers
and trade remedy meas-
ures. Investment barriers
have three categories: bar-
riers toinvestment access,
barriers to operation and
barriers to withdrawal of
investment.

With the fast devel-
opment of Chinese for-

Emergency help for quake affected people
enhanced in Indonesia

SeoLea (Indonesia), 2 April — Three days after the great earthquake that hit Indonesia's Sumatra,

the local government and people in the port city of Sibolga, one of the worst affected places, are beefing

up efforts to cope with the disaster.

Three destroyers from
the Indonesian Navy have
been mobilized to trans-
port emergency goods to
the Nias Island — the
epicenter. The warships are
being quickly loaded Fri-
day morning to start the
journey in the evening. In-
formation from the island,
some 120 kilometres off
coast, said after repeated
searches, rescue efforts will
not go on for long as "there
could be hardly any people
alive under the rubbles".

The warships would
transport the basic needs
to the island including
drinking water, medicines,
instant needles and other
goodsextremely needed by
the survivors among the
large quantities of emer-
gency goods fromlocal and
international organiza-
tions, and foreign coun-
tries. Boxes of biscuits
labelled "from the Af-
ghanistan People," are par-
ticularly precious and eye-
catching. "We are happy

to have help from so many
in times of difficulty," one
government worker said.
Besides the extremely
needed daily necessities,
the ships will also trans-
port heavy construction
machines and equipment
for emergency purposes to
the island where nearly 80
per cent of the buildings
and houses have levelled.
Life in Sibolga is in a
disorder. With some 700
aftershocks since  March
29, residents feel very jit-

eigntrade and investment,
some trade partners setup
barriers to trade and in-
vestment to protect their
domestic industries and
home markets.
According to the
WTO, a total of 16 coun-
tries and regions initiated
57 anti-dumping, counter-

Clean-up ends two odd days afte

China chl

NANIING, 2 April —
Clean-up work has basi-
cally ended Friday morn-
ing, 63 hours after the lig-
uefied chlorine leakage in
Huai’an City, east China’s
Jiangsu Province, an offi-

orine spill

cial with the General Ad-
ministration of Work
Safety confirmed.

Sun Huashan, vice-
director of the adminis-
tration, announced rescu-
ers had finished counter-

vailing, product-specific
safeguard investigations
against Chinese exporters.

MNA/Xinhua

HK Disneyland appoints

“Visa” as official card
Hone Kong, 1 April — Hong Kong Disney-
land announced herenWednesday that Visa will
be the official card of the theme park, which is dug

to open in September.

Visa International and
HongKongDisneylandsaid
they will form an alliance,
an extension of the existing
global alliance between Dis-
ney and Visa, whichiscom-
menced in 2002.

Under the alliance, the
two parts will launch inte-
grated marketing arrange-
ment for Hong Kong Dis-
neyland in the Asia Pacific
Region and provide joint
marketing opportunities
that will bring unique ben-

efits to consumers, mer-
chants and Visa's member
financial institutions
throughout the region.
"Our vision, to enhance
Hong Kong's reputation as
afamily vacation destina-
tion will be strengthened
by working closely with
Visa International in the
AsiaPacific Region," said
Don Robinson, managing
director of Hong Kong
Disneyland group.
MNA/Xinhua

Railway linking
Jiangxi, Fujian
oprational in
E China

Fuzno, 2 April — The
Qianzhou-Longyan rail-
way, a key state railway
project which links south-
ern Jiangxi Province and
western Fujian Province,
opened to traffic on
Friday after three years of
construction.

Costing 6.33 billion
yuan (765 million US dol-
lars), the 209.1-kilometre
railway is expected to
boost economic develop-
ment in areas it runs
through in these two east
China provinces, a local
government official told
Xinhua.

MNA/Xinhua

acting the chlorine by 3.00
am Friday and the nearly
empty tank was trucked to
a local chemical plant at
10.00 am for disposal.

Deputy Governor Li
Quanlin of Jiangsu Pro-
vince said the local envi-
ronment watchdog is still
closely monitoring the
area.

“If all indices are nor-
mal, some of the evacuees
willhopefully returnhome
tonight and all the others
will be home in a day or
two,” he said in an inter-
view with Xinhua

The chlorine leak,
caused by a truck colli-
sion late Tuesday after-
noon, has killed 28, hos-
pitalized 350 and forced
nearly 10,000 residents to
evacuate.

MNA/Xinhua|

| tery and nervous. Some of
them are leaving for other
safer or higher places as
rumours of possible big
quakes are making the
rounds among the resi-

dents. But most of them
are ready to cope with the
situation. "We'll remain
here to help out," said Liu
Chaofan, anaged overseas
Chinese whohaslostseven
family members in the
quake.

Large number of peo-
ple are arriving here from
the Nias Island to find help
from relatives or friends.
Among them are those se-
riously injured seeking
medical treatment. In the
Tobing Hospital alone, 28
injured who have been
shipped by government
helicopters are underinten-
sive care. "We are lucky to
have survived the disaster,"
they said. —MNA/Xinhua

A Vietnamese woman holds a chicken at a wholesale
poultry market in Hanoi on 1 April, 2005.
INTERNET



The Tatmadaw was born of the anti-colonialist
and national liberation struggles. Relying on their
guns and military power, the colonialists and Fascists
enslaved Myanmar. Thus, the Myanmar Tatmadaw,
with the participation of young patriotic politicians,
was formed to launch the anti-colonialist and anti-
Fascist struggles.

When Myanmar was about to regain
independence, she needed a government. During the
time, the Tatmadaw discharged only the national
defence duty.

Stated in the electoral list of hluttaw dated 7
April 1947 were 255 members — 182 members in
general (not of any specific national race) from
various walks of life, four Anglo-Myanmars, 24
Kayins, 23 Shans, seven Kachins, seven Chins, two
Kayinnis (Kayahs), and six other nationalities of hill
regions. Of the 255 seats, 210 members were elected,
and 45 seats were reserved for the nationalities. The
AFPFL won 95.3 per cent of the votes. The Tatmadaw
was discharging only the national defence and security
duty then.

The Communist Party (Burma) led by Thakin
Soe of the Anti-Fascist People’s Freedom League
went underground in January 1947. In 1948, the
Burma Communist Party led by Thakin Than Tun
started to follow the armed struggle line together with
Yebawyu (PVO), the sympathizers of the BCP.

When independence was regained there
appeared antagonism between the ruling AFPFL and
Communist (White Flag) and Communist (Red Flag)
political parties, and the government and political
parties of the nationalities, resulting from
disagreements.

As there was instability in the nation then, the
ruling AFPFL requested the Tatmadaw, which was
discharging only the national defence duty at that
time, to take over the task of ensuring community
peace and the rule of law, and regional security. Thus,
the Tatmadaw had to discharge the national security
for perpetuation of the nation’s independence and
sovereignty. A large number of Tatmadaw members
sacrificed their lives, blood and sweat in discharging
the duties.

Then came the problem of Kuomintang that
intruded into Myanmar territory with the assistance
of abig nation. The Myanmar Tatmadaw crushed the
Kuomintang intruders with military offensives from
1950 to1961.

Thanks to the efforts of the Tatmadaw, formed
with various nationalities, the AFPFL government
was able to control the major towns facing instability
and main communication and transport links. Except
a few areas, Myanmar was able to re-establish
community peace and the rule of law in the entire
nation in 1953.

Later, the AFPFL was split into two factions
— Nu-Tin AFPFL led by U Nu and Thakin Tin and
Swe-Nyein AFPFL led by U Ba Swe and U Kyaw
Nyein. As the Nu-Tin faction wished to have a clean
party, it named itself AFPFL (Clean). The Swe-
Nyein faction was named AFPFL (Stable) as it wanted
the party to exist longer.

During the time, the Tatmadaw considering
the nation’s future called for unity of all involved and
peaceful settlement before the split of the AFPFL.
When the split occurred, the Tatmadaw requested
both sides to exercise restraint. It warned that any
faction which committed violence causing bloodshed
would be crushed.

Butthe political factions began to set up pocket
armies, paying attention only to grabbing power.
Antagonism ran high among the factions during the
time, that a blood bath might occur if the election was
held in November 1958.

The situation pushed the then prime minister
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U Nu to hold a meeting with his hard-core members on
25 September. At the meeting, they agreed to
temporarily transfer the State power to the Tatmadaw
as a Caretaker Government to hold a free and fair
election as they all had seen the amazing strength and
ability of the Tatmadaw in crushing the internal
insurgency in 1948-49.

On 26 September evening, U Nu assigned the
Tatmadaw the task of taking over the duty of the
Caretaker Government, and transferred the premiership
to the commander-in-chief of the Tatmadaw. The
Caretaker Government issued an announcement to
hold a free and fair election.

As the Caretaker Government, the Tatmadaw
held a free and fair election in 1960. The AFPFL
(Clean) won the election. During the period it was
performing the State duties as the Caretaker
Government, the Tatmadaw was able to restore
community peace and launch regional development
drive, which the party governments were not able to
accomplish.

e
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The future role of the Tatmadaw
is not one which the Tatmadaw aske
for, but bequeathed by events in
history. Hence, the duty — the
Tatmadaw to be able to participate in
the national political leadership role
of the future State — included in the
six objectives of the National
Convention, is bequeathed by the Statg

itself.

J

The Pyithu Hluttaw elected U Nu as the prime
minister on 4 April 1960. The AFPFL (Clean) was
reorganized as the Pa-hta-sa party, and a committee
comprising various political parties was also organized
for flourishing of the parliamentary democracy.
However, the Pa-hta-sa was divided itself into “U”,
“Bo”, and “Thakin” factions.

The Bo group comprised some who participated
in the anti-Fascist struggles, the U group was founded
by former graduate officers and lawyers, and the
“Thakin” group was formed with persons who took
partinthe political struggle since they called themselves
Thakin.

In 1961, chieftains of Shan State issued the
federal paper demanding secession from the Union
and total autonomy. The chieftains who did not want to
relinquish power led in writing the federal policy. But
it was an act to weaken the ruling Pa-hta-sa and to
break up the Union, taking advantage of internal
insurgency.

The then government and the nationality leaders
held the state conference at the radio station in Yangon
on 24 February 1962. At the conference, Shan State
stuck to the federal policy.

UKyaw Nyein on 28 February that year, handed
over a paper featuring the clandestine plot of a certain
state to secede from the Union whether or not the
government yielded to its federal policy, and to join
the Southeast Asia Treaty Organization (SEATO).
The SEATO was founded under the auspices of the
US in September 1954 with the aim of containing the
People’s Republic of China where communists gained
power.

During the time, Myanmar practised the neutral
foreign policy. She had signed agreements with
neighbouring countries for peaceful co-existence. If a
state seceded from the Union and joined the SEATO,
it would be like inviting a war involving a foreign
nation. The people of Myanmar would also fall victim
to the war. In other words, the act was like opening the
door for neo-colonialist invasion.

Chin Gya (Maubin

Because of the political hardship and the danger
of Union disintegration that shadowed in 1962, the
Tatmadaw could not stay idle, but formed the
Revolutionary Council and took over the State duties.

Behind the scene of the demands for democracy
during the 1988 unrest was the conspiracy to put the
nation’s independence and sovereign power into the
hands of aliens. The trouble-makers distributed the
copies of the letter “The 24-hour advance warning”
among the public. In the letter were the fake signatures
of the then Deputy Commander-in-Chief (Navy) and
the then Deputy Commander-in-Chief (Air) with
their names respectively.

Coinciding with the distribution of the letter of
instigation was the encroachment of the US naval
ships in Myanmar waters about 190 miles from the
coast at a place between 14 degrees and 57 minutes
longitude and 96 degrees and 33 minutes north
latitude. The mv Inwa of Myanmar Five Star Shipping
Corporation had seen the naval ships comprising
shipNos43, 115and 5. The shipNo43 was conducting
war games with two small ships.

The embassy officials expressed amazement
when the Tatmadaw officials asked the embassy of
the country concerned about the matter and replied
thatit was correct. They said that the ships were there
to evacuate the embassy families and citizens of the
US if the situation in Myanmar worsened. But the
families of the US embassy and other embassies
totalling 267 had already left Yangon on board a
chartered flight since 11 September. The reason
given by the embassy was unrealistic. As the
Tatmadaw knew the situation in the nick of time, it
was able to save the nation’s independence.

“Our Three Main National Causes” the nation
is keeping in the fore at present is not created by the
Tatmadaw. It was defined by the historical trend. The
Tatmadaw, ever placing in the fore Our Three Main
National Causes, always shoulders the State duties in
addition to its national defence duties whenever the
nation faces the danger put to Our Three Main
National Causes.

As the onus is on the Tatmadaw to adopt
democracy in accord with the historical requirement,
it laid down and is implementing the political,
economic and social objectives to introduce a
discipline-flourishing democratic system in
Myanmar.

Two points concerning the constitution have
already been included in the four political objectives,
and they are: Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution; and Building of new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State Constitution.

Throughout the thousand-year-old history of
Myanmar, the national races have been living in
unity and amity according to the Union system. Thus,
Myanmar needs a constitution that guarantees the
ever-lasting of the Union. Such a constitution cannot
be drawn by a single legal expert, a group, a political
party or political parties alone. It can be written only
at the National Convention which is the meeting
point of the delegates from all walks of life of the
people with representatives of the nationalities as the
majority, after making collective discussions and
suggestions.

Thus, the Tatmadaw started its nation-building
endeavour with the national reconsolidation. It has
launched the border area development drive, and
halted its military offensives all over the nation. Of
the inmates serving jail terms for their wrong doings,
the Tatmadaw released all those who were not in a
harmful position to national security.

The Tatmadaw issued the Notification No 9/
92 on 28 May 1992 to call the National Convention.
It held meetings of 15 government representatives

(See page 11)




=

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win gives instructions to departmental personnel inv¥e.—

Departmental officials to...
(from page 1)

The Prime Minister, after fulfilling the needs regarding
the reports, gave instructions on timely completion of the
project meeting the set standard and minimizing loss and
wastage in the project. Next, the Prime Minister inspected
the construction of the canals.

The aim of the construction of Yin Nyein Sluice Gate
is to carry out the double and mixed cropping and to
boost crops cultivation in the region, to prevent 20,000
acres of wet land from floods and sea water in the rainy
season and to keep fresh water in late monsoon.

After inspecting the construction of Kataik Dam, the
Prime Minister and party proceeded to Ye. They were
welcomed there by Col Than Toe of Ye Station and
officials. The Prime Minister and party inspected the
developing Ye town and Ye river-crossing bridge by
car. On arrival at new Ye Railway Station, the Prime
Minister oversaw greening tasks and greeted passen-
gers. Afterwards, the Prime Minister and party visited
the site for extended construction of wards of township
People’s Hospital (50-bed). At the briefing hall, Medi-
cal Superintendent Dr Daw Saw Myat Oo reported on
health care services for local people and requirements.
Construction in charge U Chan Sein reported on ex-
tended construction tasks, 34 percent of which have
been completed and completion of the project in April
2006. Deputy Minister Dr Mya Oo and Commander

Ye is a fertile region for agriculture and fish and|
meat sectors. Agriculture, cultivation of rubber and
production of fresh and sea water fish and prawi
increased year after yearalong with the annual
income of the local people.There is local rice suffi
ciency and its percentage is 102.64. Rapid develdp

their economic undertakings peacefully.

Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung also gave supplementary
reports. After giving necessary instructions, the Prime
Minister inspected the construction work. Later,
the Prime Minister met departmental staff at the office
of Ye Township PDC. Also present were Commander
Maj-Gen Thura Myint Aung, the ministers, officials,
local authorities and local people.

First, Ye Township PDC Chairman U Thein Zaw,
Executive Officer of Lamaing General Administration
Department U Kyaw Myint Hlaing and Khawza GAD
Executive Officer U Tin Naing reported on data of the

ment was made in the regions as people could Ho

township, land utilization, yield of monsoon paddy, cul-
tivation of summer paddy and winter crops, agricultural
and livestock breeding tasks, health and education sec-
tors, regional self sufficiency of food, development tasks
and requirements. Next, the Prime Minister delivered a
speech. He said the ministers and the deputy ministers led

tion and transport have already been laid in the State and
national solidarity have been consolidated. In the region
intellectuals and entrepreneurs turned out, he said. With
better conditions and opportunities, the National Conven-
tion is in session for emergence of a genuine, discipline-
flourishing democratic nation after laying down the seven-

A=~

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win cordially meets with departmental personnel invxa.—

by himself inspected development of Ye. He said he was
glad to witness the progress in Ye including Ye River
Bridge and Ye Railway Station, peace and stability and
improvement of living standard of people. He said such
progress was made because local people could do their
commercial undertakings peacefully and safely. That is
why per capita income of the people in Ye is the highest
in Mon State. He said Ye is a fertile region for agriculture
and fish and meat sectors. Agriculture, cultivation of rub-
ber and production of fresh and sea water fish and prawn
increased year after year along with the annual income of
the local people. He found that there is local rice suffi-
ciency and its percentage is 102.64. Rapid development
was made in the regions as people could do their economic
undertakings peacefully. They can now enjoy the results of
peace and stability in the country.

Better foundations on administration, economy, educa-

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects construction of Ye Railway Statiom

point Road Map. According to the motto — strength of
the nation lies within, he spoke of the need to make
concerted efforts for emergence of a new discipline-flour-
ishing democratic nation based on better foundations
achieved due to the cooperation of the government, the
people and social organizations.

The Prime Minister and party arrived in Mawlamyine
by helicopter. They were welcomed by
Deputy Commander of South East Command Brig-Gen
Myo Hla, senior military officers and officials.

The Prime Minister met departmental officials and
members of social organizations at Mon State Hall in
Mawlamyine. Present were Chairman of Mon State
Peace and Development Council Commander
of South East Command Maj-Gen Thura
Myint Aung, Chairmen of Mawlamyine

(See page 9)
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Departmental officials to...

(from page 8)
and Thaton District and Township Peace and Develop-
ment Councils and members and departmental officials.
Commander Maj-Gen Myint Aung reported on loca-
tion and data of Mon State, utilization of land, cultiva-
tion of 701,600 acres of monsoon paddy in 2004, har-
vesting of 701,410 acres, production of 47,187,692 bas-
kets of paddy, cultivation of 60,150 acres of summer
paddy and harvesting of 21,266 acres, sufficiency of
rice, cultivation of over 25,900 acres of groundnut,
sesamum and sunflower and 63,807 acres of beans and
pulses, cultivation of 14,862 acres of pepper and ar-
rangements for cultivation of another 5,000 acres in 2005-
2006, cultivation of 245,805 acres of rubber, production

of 33,965 tons of rubber and others.
The commander also reported on dams and sluice
gates in Mon State, benefited areas, breeding of fish,

for realization the projects.

Minister for Education U Than Aung reported on
measures undertaken for uplift of education, human re-
source development and learning of basic and higher
education in the whole country.

Next, Minister for Progress of Border Areas and
National Races and Development Affairs Col Thein
Nyunt spoke at length on rural development tasks and
tasks for ensuring smooth and secure transport.

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win inspects construction of the Convocation
of Mawlamyine University. —MNA

production of meat, economic growth and arrangements ' ment of the industrial sector. The government will con-
(IL S 1
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economic plan, by 8.5 per cent.

Similarly, the third five-year economic plan is tar-
geted to achieve progress of 11.3 per cent, and up to the
end of the fourth year, the annual growth has been 12.4
per cent. Efforts are to be made with added momentum
to increase the development rate up to 12.6 per cent in
the last year of the plan. The per capita income of the
nation was K 1,940 in 1988-89, K 13,515 in 1995-96, K
50,927 in 2000-2002 and K 165,729 in 2004-2005. The
target of the per capita income for this fiscal year has
been set to reach K 180,000.

In respect of the GDP, the nation’s agricultural sector
represents 50.5 per cent, the industrial sector, 14.6 per
cent and the service sector, 34.9 per cent. So, endeav-
ours are to be particularly exerted to ensure significant
progress of the industrial sector.

Being convinced that the nation will be an industri-
alized one only with the industrial development, the
government has placed emphasis on further develop-

tinue to make efforts to achieve greater progress of the
electricity sector and the electric power sector needed
for better living standard of the people.

Now, all necessary measures have been taken for
ensuring food sufficiency for the posterity.

Mon State is blessed with favourable conditions for
economic progress. So it has achieved 12.1 per cent
growth and accomplished 104.6 per cent performance
in implementing the 2004-2005 economic development

!

staff, members of social organizations. MnA

especially the 12,500-foot-long Thanlwin River cross-
ing bridge (Mawlamyine) is its most impressive show-
case.

Such dramatic progress has resulted from the efforts
made by those responsible at all levels to accomplish the
objectives laid down for states and divisions by the
government since its assumption of the State duties.

In such a time when the government and the people
are making combined and harmonious endeavours to

- o ‘
allPrime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win greets departmental personnel, members of
social organizations— mMnA

In response, the Prime Minister said that thanks to
the harmonious efforts of the entire people for the na-
tional economic development, the first four-year eco-
nomic plan (1992-93 to 1995-96) achieved annual de-
velopment by 7.5 per cent, and the second five-year

Convocation Hall of Mawlamyine University under constructionmna

plan. Mon State stands fourth among the states and
divisions in the nation’s GDP.

Now the state has witnessed significant progress
in the road and bridge, irrigation facilities, education,
and health sectors along with urban development, and

[ Mon State is blessed with favourabl

conditions for economic progress. So |
has achieved 12.1 per cent growth an
accomplished 104.6 per cent perform
ance in implementing the 2004-200
economic development plan. Mon Stat
stands fourth among the states and di
| Visions in the nation’s GDP.

ensure national progress, the officials responsible for
the administrative and management fields in the inter-
ests of the nation and the people are to help the people
realize the government’s genuine goodwill and efforts.

Departmental officials are to carry out their tasks
with great care in order not to have adverse effect on
the government’s goodwill and loving kindness to the
people. The departmental officials are to try their best
to become ones who win the trust and respect of the
people.

National solidarity is indeed the fundamental require-
ment for the Union. In conclusion, the Prime Minister
exhorted the officials concerned to pay special attention

(See page 11)

Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win meets departmental
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Secretary-1...

(from page 16)

Afterwards, the Sec-
retary-1, the commander
and party viewed demon-
stration of paddy harvest-
inginthe Emahtasaw paddy
plantation of U Aung Soe
with the use of CG 310 har-
vester and winnowing
tasks. In addition, they
viewed harvesting of sum-
mer paddy sample plot
which yielded 128 baskets
of paddy per acre.

At the temporary
pandal, the Secretary-1 met
with local farmers. In his
address, Secretary-1 Lt-
Gen Thein Sein said that
Myanmar, an agro-based
country, is striving for de-
velopment of the industrial
sector. Being an agricul-
tural country, the role of
uplift of agricultural sector

e

e

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein speaks at the harvesting ceremony of monsoon paddy in Hlegu Fevwnship.

and increase of agricultural
produce is very important.
As the government is fa-
cilitating construction of
cluster of dams and river
water pumping projects
across the country for en-

suring development of the
agricultural sector, local
farmers, on their part,
should make utmost efforts
for meeting the set target
and boosting per-acre

ing local food sufficiency
but also for exporting sur-
plus food, it is necessary to
cultivate high yield paddy
strains and use chemical
and natural fertilizers with

Furthermore, emphasisis to
be placed on use of pesti-
cidein their farms for boost-
ing per-acre yield. As the
land of Myanmar is a fertile
region, efforts are tobe made

vidual living standard of lo-
cal farmers by utilizing pre-
cious land for agricultural
purpose so as to contribute
towards emergence of a
modern and developed na-

yield.Not only for ensur- | the use of correct methods.

for improvement of indi- ' tion in the future. — MNA

ty

Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin inspect upgrading of a roathneéeN cOMMAND

YANGoN, 2 April — Upgrading of Yangon City
and sanitation activities were carried out in all parts of
Yangon, the capital of Myanmar, this morning.

The upgrading tasks were placing of concrete at

opment Council Commander of Yangon Command Maj-
Gen Myint Swe and Chairman of Yangon City Devel-
opment Committee Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin
inspected upgrading tasks. — MNA

Development tasks in
Kyaukgyi, Pyu inspected

YANGON, 2 April —Chairman of Bago Division
Peace and Development Council Commander of South-
ern Command Maj-Gen Ko Ko inspected facilities of
Mone Station Hospital in Kyaukgyi Township on 30
March. The commander viewed round Mone BEHS and
gave necessary instructions to officials.

At Marlarmyaing Monastery in Mone, the com-
mander paid homage to Sayadaw Bhaddanta Naginda. At
the monastery, he met with local people and explained
rural development tasks. On arrival at Okphyat Village in
Pyu Township, he left instructions to officials on mainte-
nance of bridges on Pyu-Okphyat-Mone Road and
Okphyat-Mone Road.— MNA

Botahtaung Container Yard, repaving of Banyadala
Road in Tamway Township, construction of 6,430 feet
long Maungmagan Kantha Road linking northern and
southern parts of Dagon Myothit Townships, building
of Kyaukyedwin Overpass in North Okkalapa Town-
ship and dredging of drains for proper flow of water.

Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Devel-

(from page 16)
produce more quality pic-
tures and to prevent the pen-
etration of foreign pictures
in the nation. He also ex-

A Myanmar embassy staff in
Washington absconds with family

YaNGON, 2 April —U Aung Lin Htut, a retired
major, attached to Myanmar Embassy in Washington,
the USA, absconded with his wife Daw Tin Lay Nwe,
one son and two daughters and a maid, in an act of
betrayal to the State on 1 April 2005.

Daw Tin Lay Nwe, wife of U Aung Lin Htut, is
said to have been summoned to appear before a court
in connection with settlement of bad debt for the lease
of a building in a commercial case.—MNA

horted those from the film
industry to make efforts
with might and main to
achieve greater success. He
pledged that the State and
the ministry will render as-
sistance as much as they
can for the drive.

In conclusion, the min-
ister called on those who
play an important role in
the industry and officials to
see to the resolutions that

Railroad sections, bridges inspectec

YANGON, 2 April —
U Pe Than, Deputy Min-
ister for Rail Transporta-
tion, proceeded to Pun
Creek Bridge after leav-
ing instructions to em-
ployees under the minis-
try in Taunggyi on 30
March.

He inspected com-
pletion of station build-
ing, railroad sections and
bridges on Saikkhaung-
Punchaung Railroad.

On 31 March, the

deputy minister oversaw
construction tasks along
Punchaung-Bankyauk-
Taunggaing-Htibin-
Namaheik-Kaunghsai rail-
road.
In Taunggyi on 1
April, he met with Shan
state level officials of the
Ministry of Rail Transpor-
tation and gave necessary
instructions. On 2 April,
the deputy minister arrived
back here.
MNA

jwould be passed at the
workshop.

The workshop followed
at the same venue at 9.30
am, with an address by
Managing Director of the
MMPE U Bo Kyi.

Members of the
Myanma Motion Picture
Asiayon filmdirectors, pro-
ducers, and script writers
elaborated on policies on
censorship of stories and
scripts for development of
the nation’s film industry
and on programmes for pen-
etration of international
film world.

Workshop on development..|

MMPA Chairman U
Sein Tin presided over the
afternoon session. Secre-
tary of Myanma Video Cen-
sor Board Director of
MMPE U Thein Tun Aung
and Director U Myint Thein
Pe of MMPE reported on
income and profits of the
video enterprise, censor-
ship of pictures, and meas-
ures to be taken by direc-
tors and producers for en-
hancing the role of the na-
tion’s video enterprise.
Next, the workshop went

§
-

Construction tasks on An-Maei-
Kyaukpyu Road inspected

YANGON, 2 April— Chairman of Rakhine State
Peace and Development Council Commander of West-
ern Command Brig-Gen Min Aung Hlaing on 31 March
inspected construction of bridges along Maei-Kyaukpyu
section of An-Maei Road. He also oversaw construction
of Thazintanpauk and Minkyaung Creek Bridges. At
Hsabyin Bridge construction site on Maei-Taungup sec-
tion, he heard reports on construction matters by Engi-
neer in-charge U Thit Lwin. The bridge will be 160 feet
long and 24 feet wide. It is of reinforced concrete type.

In Maei, he met with departmental officials and
heard reports on matters concerning the township. The
commander explained regional development. — MNA

into recess. Member of the
Myanma Motion Picture
and Video Censor Board
Managing Director (Retd)
of the MMPE U Maung
Maung Khin chaired the
evening session. It was fol-

lowed by a general round
of discussions and sugges-
tions for the development
of the film industry.
Afterwards, the chair-
man delivered concluding
remarks. — MNA

Minister Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan greets those present at the workshop on
development of Myanma film industrs MNa
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Departmental officials to... Chinese Vice-Premier
to the national unity(ftzﬁrtr;lepl?gs?s 2% the fact that only meets Wlth AntarCtIC
expedition team

when the entire national people are one, can peace
and stability be restored well in the nation and will a ] ] . .
discipline-flourishing democratic nation emerge. . Beaing, 2 Aprll — Chinese Vice-Premier Zeng
On arrival at Mawlamyine University, the Prime Peiyan met _W'th the_ members of the country’s
21st Antarctic expedition team on Thursday to
congratulate them on their successful journey

,
Tatmadaw’s future role...
(from page 7)
and 29 representatives of the then existing political
parties. The arrangements for holding the National
Convention were made according to the discussions
at the meetings.

Moreover, six objectiveshave beenlaiddown || Minister and party were welcomed by the pro-rector,

asaguideline in convening the National Convention.
The National Convention began on 9 January 1993,
with the participation of all the NC delegates. Even
the representatives of the armed groups that returned
to the legal fold had been permitted to attend the
Convention.

After the National Convention has laid down
the 104 basic principles to be stipulated in the
constitution, it temporarily suspended due to the
instigation of an individual and a single political
party. But the Tatmadaw has never stopped its
nation-building endeavours. It never loses sight of
the national goal, the entire people have desired. It
continued to fulfil the basic needs for the future
nation during the time. And till now, it has been
launching the rural development drive covering the
border areas and implementing the 24-development
zone project, with national reconsolidation as the
base. The Tatmadaw has been building
infrastructures all over the nation for material
development.

After building all the infrastructures
necessary for transition todemocracy, the Tatmadaw
has laid down the seven-point Road Map or the
future policy programme to reach a modern and
developed discipline-flourishing democratic nation
smoothly. At present, the National Convention, the
firststep of the Road Map, has been held successfully
portion by portion.

History stands witness to the fact that in
times of emergency, the Tatmadaw has always
successfully discharged the duties of the State in
accord with its tradition of playing the national
political leadership role.

The future role of the Tatmadaw is not one
which the Tatmadaw asked for, but bequeathed by
events in history. Hence, the duty — the Tatmadaw
to be able to participate in the national political
leadership role of the future State — included in the
six objectives of the National Convention, is
bequeathed by the State itself.

(Translation: TMT)
Kyemon+Myanma Alin: 1.4.2005

professors/heads of departments, lecturers and offi-
cials of the university.

Later, Pro-rector U Tun Sein reported on the sali-
ent points of the university and management on the
academic affairs of the training opening at the univer-
sity, and Minister for Education U Than Aung on
discussions of the university, research works and con-
struction of the convocation hall.

After hearing the reports, the Prime Minister at-
tended to the needs and cordially greeted the teachers.

Next, the Prime Minister proceeded to the con-
struction site of the convocation hall of Mawlamyine
University and heard the reports on the progress of
the construction and measures to be taken, followed
by the supplementary reports by Commander Maj-
Gen Thura Myint Aung and officials.

Afterwards, the Prime Minister looked into the
scale model of the convocation hall and progress of
constructing the university and gave necessary instruc-
tions to the officials. —MNA

and encouraged them to work harder still.

Vice-Premier Zeng,
a member of the Politi-
cal Bureau of the Com-
munist Party of China
(CPC) Central Commit-
tee, viewed a video of the
research expedition, dur-
ing which the Chinese
scientists arrived at the
inland ice cover of the
Antarctic and erected the
national flag.

Zeng also heard a re-
port about the trek by Li
Yuansheng, head of the
expedition team.

While talking with

Premier spoke highly of
the achievements they
had attained in Antarctic
research. In only 20
years, he acknowledged,
China has made major
strides in the field and
won a say in the interna-
tional arena of polar re-
search.

China will be able to
scale new heights, ex-
plore into broader fields
and play a still greater
role in the peaceful utili-
zation of Antarctic, Zeng
said.

the researchers, the Vice- MNA/Xinhua

Vietnam'’s steel billet import to slightly rise in 2005

Hanor, 2 April — Vietnam is estimated to consume 3.5 million tons of steel billets this year, 71.4 per
cent of which will come from export, according to the Vietnam Steel Association (VSA) on Friday.

Vietnam’s seven steel billet makers with designed
annual capacity of some 1.5 million tons are facing
material shortage, so the country will have to import up
to 2.5 million tons of the product, mainly China,
Russia, Ukraine and Malaysia, this year, up 8.7 per
cent over last year.

Now, the Thai Nguyen Iron and Steel Company
and the Southern Steel Company, which hold a com-
bined local market share of around 40 per cent for steel
products, can make most of their billets from domestic
materials: iron ores and scraps. The five other makers
have to heavily rely on imported scraps with higher
prices.

Supplies of steel scraps in both Vietnam and other
countries are becoming thinner and thinner, the VSA
said, noting that many local billet producers are
turning to domestic iron ores.

According to experts of Vietnam’s Industry
Ministry, the country has yet to exploit the Thach Khe

iron ore mine with a reserve of 540 million tons in
central Ha Tinh Province, since investment for a met-
allurgy complex to fully tap the mine is too big: up to
three billion US dollars.

Vietnam, which spent 869.7 million US dollars
importing nearly 2.3 million tons of steel billets last
year, imported 467,000 tons of the product valued at
180 million dollars in the first quarter of this year,
posting year-on-year respective decreases of 7.6 per
cent in volume and 0.7 per cent.

The VSA estimated that Vietnam recorded sales
of around 55,000 tons of finished steel of all kinds in
the first three months of this year, similar to the average
amount of the products consumed in a quarter last year.
Local steel makers now can export their products to
South Asian countries which need huge amounts of the
material to overcome tsunamis’ aftermath, the
association stated.

MNA/Xinhua

Commander inspects agriculture,

Susilo says no compromise for swindlers of disaster aid

Nias (Indonesia), 2 April — President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono
reiterated recently that there would be no compromise with any party or

construction tasks

YaNGoN, 2 April —Chairman of
Shan State (North) Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander of North-
East Command Maj-Gen Myint Hlaing
inspected 5 acres of Hsinshweli paddy
plantation near Humon Village of
Lashio on 31 March morning.

The commander made inspection
tour of preparations for fish breeding
works and the land reclamation area.

He also oversaw storage of water at
Humon Dam. At the local battalion, he
looked into sample sunflower planta-
tion and sample soya-bean plantation.
Similarly, 10-acre Hsinyadana
paddy plot and the construction of of-
fice of Shan State (North) Organization
for Women’s Affairs and Maternal and

Child Welfare Association.
MNA

person involved in any attempt to swindle disaster funds for earthquake
victims in Nias, North Sumatra.

“There is no tolerance in any form
to those involved in swindling disaster
aid,” Susilo said during his visitto quake-
devastated Nias. Susilo’s remarks were
made apparently in response to concerns

by a number of donors over safety of the
disbursements and distribution of funds
they gave to help alleviate suffering
among victims in tsunami-hit Aceh early
this year. — MNA/Xinhua

47th PyinOoLwin Gold Cup Golf
Tournament to be held

YaNGoON, 2 April — Organized
by Myanmar Golf Federation, Myanmar
PGA and PyinOoLwin Golf Club, the
47th PyinOoLwin Gold Cup Golf Tour-
nament will be held from 12 to 15 April
in PyinOoLwin Golf Course on a grand
scale.

Handicap 0-12 professional and
amateur golfers event, the team event,
individual amateur event, elder and
women’s events will take place. The

handsome prizes will be awarded to the
winners.

Those wishing to participate in the
tournaments and elder golfers are to con-
tact PyinOoLwin Golf Club (Tel: 085-
22383) and Han Event Management (Tel:
09-99-72554) and enlist not later than 4
pm on 10 April. Further information can
be available.

The tournaments will be held by
Han Event Management. — MNA

¥

L
A bee hovers in front of a blossom of a plum tree in Bruchkoebel near
Frankfurt, Germany, on 2 April, 2005. ¥+ERNET
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ADVERTISEMENTS

ARRIVAL/ CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV “MAWLAMYINE” VOY NO ML 119/N

Consignees of

cargo

carried on MV

“MAWLAMYINE” Voy No ML 119/N are hereby
notified that the vessel has arrived at Yangon port on
3-4-2005 and will be berthing on about 4-4-2005 and
cargos will be discharged into the permises of Myanmar
Port Authority where it will lie at the consignee’s risk
and expenses and subject to the by-laws and conditions

of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily between
8amto 11.30 am and 12 noon to 4 pm upto Claims Day
now declared as the third day after final discharge or

cargo from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

the Claims Day.

CONTAINER FEEDER SERVICE
MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE
Phone: 293147, 296507, 295754

TRADE MARK CAUTION

HONDA GIKEN
KOGYO KABUSHIKI
KAISHA (Honda Motor
Co., Ltd., in English) a
Company incorporated
under the laws of Japan,
having its head office at
No. 1-1, 2-Chome,
Minami-aoyama, Minato-
ku, Tokyo, Japan is the
Owner of the following
Trade Mark:-

AL -GAS

Reg. No. 586/1989
in respect of “two-wheeled
vehicles”.

Fraudulent imitation or
unauthorised use of the
said Trade Mark will be

Annan seeks Brazilian
support for UN reform

BrasiLia, 1 April — UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan held a telephone conversation with Brazilian
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva on Wednesday
afternoon, asking him to support the UN reform.

According to the Bra-
zilian Government, Lula
confirmed his personal
commitment to the reform
of the UN Security Coun-
cil and the United Nations
in general.

Nine days ago, the
Secretary-General pro-
posed a series of changes
to the United Nations. Ina
report presented before the
General Assembly, Annan
proposes the Security
Council be enlarged and
clear rules for the use of
military force be defined.

The present Brazilian
Government has rein-
forced the policy to obtain

dealt withaccordingtolaw.

Win Mu Tin,

M.A., HG.P.,D.B.L
for HONDA GIKEN
KOGYO KABUSHIKI

KAISHA

P.O. Box 60,Yangon.

Dated: 3 April 2005

a permanent seat in the
UN Security Council,
which is an old aspiration
of the Brazilian diplo-
macy. Brazil also sees the
need to reform the organi-
zation in the face of the
changes in the world in
the past decades.

During the telephone
conversation, the Secre-
tary-General said he men-
tioned in his last week’s
report the assistance pro-
vided by Brazil to poor
countries and the anti-
poverty programmes of
the Brazilian Govern-
ment.

MNA/Xinhua

Singapore’s
relief efforts
continue in

Nias, Medan

SINGAPORE, 1 April —
Three Chinookhelicopters
deployed by the Singapore
Armed Forces (SAF) to
earthquake-hit areas in In-
donesia have flown nine
sorties from Medan to Nias
in 24 hours till Thursday
morning, according to the
latest update of informa-
tion by the Defence Minis-

Apart from ferrying

Venezuela, Spain sign
cooperation deals

Caracas, 1 April— Venezuela and Spain signeq
several deals on political, commercial and defeng
cooperation on Wednesday, marking a new phag
of their ties which had been chilled by Spain’g
alleged support of the 2002 coup againg

Venezuelan President Hugo Rafael Chavez Friag.

The deals, signed by
Chavezand visiting Span-
ish Prime Minister Jose
Luis Rodriguez Zapatero,
included sales of 10 Span-
ish transport planes and
four coastal patrol vessels
to Venezuela.

Chavez, who has been
criticized by Washington
for Venezuela’s recent
arms purchases, said the
military deal is “for peace-
ful purposes”, noting the
equipment will be used to
patrol high seas and land
borders to prevent drug
trafficking.

Under the deals, Span-

Drive
safely

ish and Venezuelan oil
companies will establisha
joint venture to increase
Venezuela’s oil output.
Besides, Spain agreed to
build two asphalt tankers
and one Panamax oil
tanker for Venezuela.

The agreements also
included the establishment
of a Spanish-Venezuelan
trade commission to im-
prove relations between
the two countries’ eco-
nomic and trade organiza-
tions.

Chavez, who survived
acoupagainsthimin 2002,
accused Zapatero’s pred-
ecessor and Washington’s
close ally, Jose Maria
Aznar, of supporting the
coup which the latter de-

both Singaporean and In-
donesian relief personnel,
the Chinook$rought food,
water, medical supplies and
leequipment like generators
leinto Nias, and have evacu-
ated 45 wounded people to
tMedan for further medical
treatment as well.
The SAF medical team,

Poland, Azerbaijan to strengthen ties

Warsaw, 1 April — Polish President Aleksander Kwasniewski and
visiting Azerbaijan President llham Aliyev discussed bilateral political,
economic and trade issue®n Wednesday and signed three cooperation

documents.

During the talks,
Kwasniewski expressed
great interest in
Azerbaijan’s proposal to
the European Union (EU)
on transporting oil and
natural gas from the Cas-
pian Sea to Europe
through pipelines.

The two presidents
discussed the possibility
to extend the pipelines
from Ukraine’s Odessa to
Poland’s Gdansk so that it
can serve Azerbaijan’s oil
transportation proposal.
Kwasniewski said this
planis of greatimportance
to Poland as it can effec-
tively reduce Poland’s
heavy reliance on Russian

oil and gas. Aliyev ex-
pressed support for the
plan.

The two leaders also
exchanged views on how
tostrengthen Azerbaijan’s
cooperation with the EU,
the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) and
the World Trade Organi-
zation. Kwasniewski said
Poland understands and
supports Azerbaijan’s
wish for closer ties with
these international organi-
zations and is ready to of-
fer help.

After the meeting, the
two presidents signed a
series of agreements on
economic and trade coop-

eration.

Azerbaijan Defence
Minister Safar Abiyev,
who was accompanying
the President on the visit,
also held talks with his
Polish counterpart Jerzy
Szmajdzinski on
Wednesday. The two
signed a defence coop-
eration treaty after the
meeting, under which the
two countries will expand
military cooperation, es-
pecially in jointly devel-
oping up-to-date military
technologies.

Aliyevarrivedin War-
saw on Wednesday for a
two-day visit to Poland.

MNA/Xinhua

Nigeria strengthens anti-craft campaign
to facilitate debt relief

Lacos, 1 April— The Nigerian Government is strengthening its anti-graft
campaign to meet the requirements for achieving debt forgiveness from
creditor nations, a government official said here on Wednesday.

Otumba Segun
Runsewe, executive di-
rector of Nigeria’s Na-
tional Orientation Com-
mission, said ‘“some
members of the Paris and
London club of creditor
nations have said it openly
that unless Nigeria fights
corruption and wanton
waste in the economy itis
not fit for debt relief or
forgiveness”.

Nigeria is one of the
heavily indebted countries
of sub-Saharan Africa
with a total debt portfolio
of 32 billion US dollars.
However, the country is
not included among the
Heavily Indebted Poor

Countries (HIPC) that are
considered for debt relief
or forgiveness by the
creditor nations.

Runsewe said Nigeria
has not been able to
achieve debt forgiveness
or any other form of debt
relief because of indis-
criminate embezzlement
of public fund, which
gives the impression that
the country is suffering
amidst plenty.

Nigeria has been de-
clared twice as one of the
most corrupt countries of
the world by global anti-
graft watchdog, Transpar-
ency International (TI)
basedin Berlin, Germany.

To give the country a
good image among the
community of nations and
also secure debt forgive-
ness of the huge external
debtoverhand, the present
government under Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo
established the Independ-
ent Corrupt Practices
Commission and the Eco-
nomic and Financial
Crime Commission.

Last week the govern-
mentsacked its Education
Minister Fabian Osuji for
his indictment over 55
million naira (about
417,000 dollars) bribery
scam.

MNA/Xinhua

which arrived in Nias on
Wednesday afternoon, has
treated 90 patients for frac-
tures, abrasions and burnts
sinceits 24-houroperations
began at midnight till 4
o’clock (local time) Thurs-
day afternoon.

Three SAF C-13Qrans-
port flights joined the ef-
forts by airlifting additional
personnel, relief supplies
and emergency aid from
Singapore to Medan on
Wednesday and Thursday,
the ministry said.

Currently, a total of 94
SAF personnel is in Nias
and Medan assisting the In-
donesian authorities and the
United Nations medical
team withreliefoperations.

nied.—MNA/Xinhua

MNA/Xinhua

Uganda endeavours to reduce
landmine risks

KawmpaLa, 1 April — The Ugandan Government Wednesday reaffirmed
that it would work together with non-governmental organizations and
community-based groups in reducing mine risks and rehabilitation of these

disabled by landmines.

The remarks were
made by Minister of State
for Disaster Preparedness
and Refugees Christine
Aporu Amongin on the
occasion of opening ex-
change visits between
landmines survivor
groups in the Great Lakes
Region.

She said that
landmines impend the
construction of conflicts
affected societies, the re-
turn of refugees and inter-

nally displaced peopleinto
their communities.
“Scanty facts on
landmines indicate that
there are an estimated 60-
85 million unexploded
landmines in the ground
in about 60 countries
across the globe,” the min-
ister said, adding that “the
Red Cross estimates that
500 peopleareeitherkilled
or wounded each week by
landmines, majority of
them are innocent civil-

ians.”

She said the Ugandan
Government has over the
pastdecade been carrying
out mine programmes in
the country.

According to her,
Uganda signed the Inter-
national Anti-personnel
Mine Ban Convention on
3 December, 1997 and
ratified the Ottawa Treaty
on the Convention on
25 February, 1999.

MNA/Xinhua
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Global air traffic growth slows
down in February

GENEVA, 2 April—The global air traffic growth slows down in February
but Asia has recovered from the 26 December tsunami impact, the Interng
tional Air Transport Association (IATA) said on Thursday.

“February traffic
growth gave mixed sig-
nals. A slowing of global
economic activity saw
passenger traffic fall to
6.6-per-cent year-on-year
from the 7.9 per cent re-

Five held liable
for highway
collapse in

S’pore

SINGAPORE, 1 April—
Four individuals and
Nishimatsu, the main con-
tractor of the tunnelling
works at Nicoll Highway
in downtown Singapore,
were recommended to be
criminally liable for the
collapse of the road hap-
penedon 20 Aprillast year.

According to Channel
NewsAsiareporton Thurs-
day night, the four accused
included a design consult-
ant and three Nishimatsu
staff.

One of the Nishimatsu
staff, Ng Seng Yong, who
monitored the excavation
and design of the works,
was also assumed to be
negligent, the report said.

A three-judge panel
will submit a report to the
Minister of Manpower af-
ter assessing these recom-
mendations made by state
prosecutors.

Experts alleged in late
January this year that there
was an original design er-
ror in the planning of the
construction site, while the
reclaimed land around
Nicoll Highway made the
situation worse.

MNA/Xinhua

ported in January,” IATA
Director-General and
CEO Giovanni Bisignani
said in a statement.

“The good news is that
the resilience of air travel
was once again demon-
strated in the aftermath of
the Asian Tsunami.
Growth for Asian carriers
returned to normal levels,
partially boosted by Chi-
nese New Yeartravel,” he
added.

All regions reported
positive growthin passen-
ger traffic in February,
with the Middle East and
Latin America being the
strongest performers. Asia
Pacific largely recovered
from the impacts of tsu-
nami, posting a 7.9-per-
centyear-on-yearincrease
for February.

Cargo slumped by 0.9
per cent in February, al-

though year-to-date fig-
ures maintained positive
growth of 6.5 per cent.
Weaker global economic
activity and a slump in
Chinese imports during
the Chinese New Year
period are largely to blame
for this, said the IATA.

The cost of fuel con-
tinued to rise in February,
mitigating the positive
impacts of both growth
and careful capacity man-
agement.

Merapi volcano in central Java, Indonesia seen,
on 1 April, 2005.—NTERNET

“If the average price
of oil settles at 43 US dol-
lars per barrel (Brent) for
the year, the total cost of
fuel to the industry will
exceed 73 billion dollars.
Clearly 2005 will be an-
other year of industry
losses, despite aggressive
airline cost cutting,” said
Bisignani.

MNA/Xinhua

Britain sees biggest house
price drop in decade

Lonpon, 1 April— House prices in Britain fell
0.6 per cent in March, the biggest monthly drop in
almost 10 years, the Nationwide building societ;

announced on Thursday.

The biggest fall since
1995 meant house prices
inBritain were 7.9 per cent
higher in March than a

Israeli Army to use
new unmanned planes

Gaza, 1 April — Israeli Army will soon use a
new type of pilotless planes to watch the activities
Palestinian militants, Israel Radio reported on

Thursday.

The new planes will
be used in battling against
Palestinian  military
groups as well as arms
smuggling from Egypt to
the Gaza Strip, said the
report citing Israeli Army
sources.

“Israeli soldiers could
carry the planes on their
backs and operate them in
thefield,” the sources said,
adding that the soldiers
would be trained on using
them.

According to the ra-
dio, Israeli Army received
Wednesday evening sev-
eral of these planes which
are distinguished by their
lightness. The new plane
can be operated by a re-
mote control and its low
sound could not be heard
10 metres away.

The new planes are
produced by an Israeli
military producing com-
pany, said the report.

MNA/Xinhua

year ago, the first time the
annual growth rate has
fallen below 10 per cent
since 2001.
The building society
bhaid the figures confirmed
its view that the house
market was experiencing
a“softlanding” instead of
acrash in the country, but
they did not prompt it to
reviseits forecasts of price
growthof Oto 5 percentin
2005.

Noting that the price
drop followed two months
of rises, Nationwide said
it was consistent with its
forecasts that Britain
would see a 2005 house
price movement “charac-
terized by rises in some
months and falls in oth-
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The price falls in
March were luring more
house buyers onto the
market, with the number

of people on estate agents’
books rising 6.2 per cent,
according to property
website Hometrack.

Despite the dip in price
growth, house prices grew
by almost 1,000 pounds
(1,900 US dollars) in
March, taking the average
priceupto 153,876 pounds
(300,000 US dollars).

Economists believed
that the latest Nationwide
figures could raise specu-
lation that the Bank of
England, Britain’s central
bank, would not raise in-
terest rates.

“There seems to be a
little more breathing space
on the timing of any
change in UK interest
rates,” Nationwide econo-
mist Alex Bannister was
quoted by the BBC as say-
ing. “Evidence of a con-
tinuing gentle slowdown
in the housing market, as
shown by the latest data,
is likely to reinforce this
view,” he added.

MNA/Xinhua

Chavez defends
arms purchase

from Spain

Caracas, 1 April—
Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez stressed on
Wednesday that his coun-
try’s arms purchase from
Spain is for peace and
security missions.

Visiting Spanish
Prime Minister Jose
Rodriguez  Zapatero
signed seven agreements
with Chavez on Wednes-
day, including one on the
sale of transport planes,
asphalt-transport vessels
and patrol boats.

Chavez made clear
that the ships will be used
in ocean navigation and
patrolling, while the
planes in carrying cargo
and people. The military
equipment will help Ven-
ezuela strengthen its de-
fence capacity and com-
bat smuggling, drug-traf-
ficking and international
crimes, said Chavez at the
presidential palace.

His remarks came af-
ter the US Government
said Venezuela leads an
arms race that will endan-
ger the Western Hemi-
sphere in the future.

MNA/Xinhua

Modern buildings line
up Doha'’s coastal
strip on the Gulf seen
on 1 April, 2005.

INTERNET

Greece supports biotechnology but wary of effects

ATHENS, 2 April — Greece supports the development of biotechnology
but is wary of its side effects, Greek Development Minister Dimitris Sioufas

said here on Thursday.
“The Development
Ministry supports the de-
velopment of the biotech-
nology sectorin our coun-
try and encourages related
research,” he said while
addressing the first na-
tional biotechnology and
food technology confer-
ence held on Thursday.
“However, it also
monitors and studies the

social, genetic and any

other consequences that
may result from biologi-
cal research,” he added.
He said that biotech-
nology has contributed
significantly toimproving
and producing new ingre-
dients, adding that bio-
technological methods in
food analysis and manage-
ment of food by-products
have improved both food
safety and environmental

protection.

The minister called on
the industry and universi-
ties to make efforts for a
closerintegration between
research, production and
economic growth.

He also urged the in-
dustry to invest more in
research in order to boost
product competitiveness,
market reach and export
value. — MNA/Xinhua
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Phelps withdraws from 400IM
at US trials

WASHINGTON, 2 April— Six-time Olympic champion Michael
Phelps dropped out of the 400-metre individual medley on Friday at

Rally champions to attend
Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prix

Manama , 2 April— This weekend's Gulf Air Bahrain Grand Prix is ex-
pected to attract a number of top stars from all over the world including two

the US world swimming trials held in Indianapolis.

Phelps is the world-record holder in the event but pulled out so he
could swim the 400 freestyle, an event in which he did not have a
qualifying time, according to reports.

Coach Bob Bowman did not want the 19-year-old Phelps pushing
himself in two long-distance events on the same day. Phelps has been
rehabilitating a back injury that forced him to withdraw from last
October's world short course championships.

He was scheduled to swim seven events at the six-day meet. But
Bowman said the schedule at this summer's world championships
also may have prohibited Phelps from competing in the 400 IM.

Phelps reached the 400 freestyle final by qualifying sixth in 3
minutes, 55.70 seconds. Peter Vanderkaay, one of Phelps' training
partners, had the top time of 3:53.06. —MNA/Xinhua

Ding beats Bingham for quarter berth
in China Open snooker

Beuing, 2 April— Chinese Ding Junhui survives wild card player Stuart

top Middle East Rally Champions.

The drivers, Saudi born
Abdulla Bakhashab and
Abdo Feghali from Leba-
non, will be arriving in
Bahrain on Friday to at-
tend the high profile
motorsport event.

Through their presence
at the Bahrain Interna-
tional Circuit, the cham-
pions will be extending
their backing to the inter-
national event and the lo-
cal Bahraini drivers tak-
ing part in the supporting
races.

"It gives us great pleas-
ure to welcome Abdulla

and Abdo," said General
Manager of the BIC Mar-
tin Whitaker. "Bahrain In-
ternational Circuit is
widely considered to be
the "Home of Motorsport"
in the Middle East and we
have enjoyed supporting
avariety of sports over the
past two years.

"The BIC also hosted
the second round of the
2005 Middle East Rally
Championship in Febru-
ary. The support during
the GP of the two champi-
ons will further influence
the role of the circuit in

the region," he added.

Abdo Feghali has con-
quered a total of 34 rallies
inhis career, grabbed three
wins and enjoyed 15 po-
dium finishes. In 2004, the
27-year-old took part in
the Monte Carlo and
Greek rallies.

Abdulla Bakhashab has
been rallying since 1991.
The 36-year-old is part
of the Saudi Marlboro
Rally Team. In 2002, he
made a comeback to the
rally world after taking a
year out.

MNA/Xinhua

Bingham of England 5-4 with a superb lucky performance in the ninth final

frame to reach the last eight in the China Open snooker here on Thursday.

Atos Origin ends first round of live

The former world Un-
der-21 champion luckly
pota cool brownballin to
win eventually after lag-
ging behind 16-47 in the
deciding frame. His
opponet pulled three con-

secutive frames back after
Ding made three centu-
ries in the first five frames
to take 4-1 lead.

"I was lucky enough
today especially for the
brown," responds the Chi-

Tanzania to host IAAF U-17
regional championships

DAR-Es-SaLaAM, 2 April— Eight countries are to
take part in this year's IAAF East African Regional
Under-17 Track and Field Championships to be held
in Arusha of northern Tanzania.

The participating countries are Egypt, Ethiopia,
Eritrea, Djibouti, Kenya, the Sudan, Uganda and hosts

Tanzania.

The track events include races of 100, 200, 400, 800,

3,000 and 5,000 metres while the field events include
long jump, high jump, triple jump, discus, javelin and
shotput. Each participating country will be allowed to

field up to three contestants in each of the events.

MNA/Xinhua|

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS
5 Purchaser

8 Woven picture

9 Decrepit

10 Rude

11 Obliquely

14 English river

16 Cured herring

17 Insanity

18 Tropical edible root
20 Ardent

24 Harshness

25 Inferior

26 Mockery

27 Disorderly

nese snooker model.
Marco Fu, from Hong
Kong, sealed the eighth
frame with a break of 53
before Dave Harold of
England tied the frames
3-3 by potting the black.
"He is a tough guy and
gets used to slowly rythm
of actions, but I prepared
much on defence, whichis
the mainreason of victory,"
said the top Asian snooker.
In the day's other ac-
tions, seven-times world
champion Stephen
Hendry saw off Ryan Day
from Wales 5-1 as world
No. 2 Williams moved
after 5-2 against Adrian
Gunnell from England.
Wild card player Welsh
Ricky Walden got through
after legend Steve Davis
retired due to physical fit-
ness on 0-3 loss. John
Higgins was downed 5-2
by his compatriot world
No. 10 Alan McManus.

MNA/Xinhua

testing for 2006 Winter Olympics

Paris, 2 April— Atos Origin, the Worldwide Information Technology (IT)

Partner for the Olympic Games, has successfully completed 10 weeks of live

testing of the IT infrastructure in sub-zero temperatures, for the Torino 2006
Olympic Winter Games ( 10th-26th February, 2006).

Held during 13 winter sport competi-
tions (including World and European
championships) that took place at the
competition venues for the Torino 2006
Olympic Winter Games, the process
tested the Games Management Systems,
Information Diffusion Systems (Info
2006 and Commentator Information
System), and the supporting IT infra-
structure.

The live tests, part of Atos Origin
global IT testing programme initiated
two and a half years before the Games,
are designed to examine not only the
robustness of the IT infrastructure, but
also the communications between the
nearly 700 Atos Origin, the Organizing
Committee for the XX Olympic Winter
Games (TOROC), technology partners
and volunteer teams. Outside of the live
Sport Events, Atos Origin also tested
how the IT team handles various simu-
lated crisis situations, such as a power
outage or network failure.

"The live testing phase is crucial for
Atos Origin. We really need to know
how the IT systems and the team operate
under pressure at real events.

We have to contend with delayed
events due to adverse weather condi-
tions, the operation of electronic systems
insub-zero temperatures on SHowy moun-
tains and the deployment of a huge IT
infrastructure in a difficult environment,
with technology both at the start and the
bottom of ski slopes, and ski jumps, to be
able to meet the response times for our
sport and Press customers," commented
Claude Philipps, Atos Origin Torino 2006
Olympic Winter Games Programme
Director.

The 13 competitions that live testing
took place at successfully were the
biathlon, Nordic combined, ski jumping,
figure skating, bobsleigh, luge, skeleton,
alpine skiing, cross country skiing,
snowboard, freestyle, short track and
curling.—MNA/Xinhua

DOWN

1 Tarnish

2 Convulsive movement
3 Devotional song
4 Copper alloy

6 A revolt

7 Distinction

12 Make least of
13 False

14 Not wet

15 Tree

19 Respond

21 Value

22 Faint-hearted

23 Scavenging animal

Brisbane considers to bid
for 2020 Olympic Games

CANBERRA, 2 April— Premier of Australia's south-
east state of Queensland Peter Beattie said on Friday
that state capital Brisbane will look seriously at a
possible bid for the Olympic Games in 2020 or 2024.

His announcement came after International Olym-
pic Committee (IOC) President Jacques Rogge, whois
in Brisbane for the Oceanic National Olympic Com-
mittee Conference, said the IOC would love to see a
bid from Brisbane one day.

"We wouldn't realistically be in the bidding until
2024 but we need to start thinking about it," the
Australian Associated Press quoted Beattie as saying.

"I'm just putting it on the agenda. Now we'll spend
the next few years seeing what sort of interest and
support there is," he said. Meanwhile, Olympic offi-
cials are persuading Brisbane not to be hasty in pursu-
ing the idea, because such a bid cannot be close to
Sydney's hosting of the 2000 Olympics.

Australian Olympic Committee President John
Coates said Brisbane should put the idea on the
backburner until after the 2012 Games. In 1985,
Brisbane failed to win the bid for the 1992 Olympics,
which was held in Barcelona.—MNA/Xinhua

Bolivia's Jose Antonio Revuelta, front, is fouled by
Brazil's Kerlon Moura during their U-17 South
American soccer match at Pachenco Romero

stadium in Maracaibo, Venezuela, on 1 April, 2005.

INTERNET
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WEATHER

Saturday, 2 April, 2005

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30
hours MST: During the past 24 hours, light rain or
thundershowers have been isolated in upper Sagaing
and Taninthayi Divisions and weather has been partly
cloudy in Kachin and Rakhine States, Mandalay and
Yangon Divisions and generally fair in the remaining
areas. The noteworthy amount of rainfall recorded
was Myeik (0.12) inch. Day temperatures were (3°C)
to (4°C) above normal in Kachin, Shan, Chin and
Mon States, upper Sagaing, Mandalay, Bago, Yangon
and Taninthayi Divisions, (5°C) to (6°C) above nor-
mal in Kayin State, Magway and Ayeyawady Divi-
sions and about normal in the remaining areas. The
significant day temperatures were Magway (44°C)
and Minbu (43°C).

Maximum temperature on 1-4-2005 was 105°F.
Minimum temperature on 2-4-2005 was 67°F. Rela-
tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 2-4-2005 was 68%.
Total sunshine hours on 1-4-2005 was (9.3) hours
approx. Rainfalls on 2-4-2005 were nil at Yangon
Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfalls
since 1-1-2005 were (0.59 inch) at Yangon Airport,
(1.54 inches) at Kaba-Aye and nil at central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was
(9) mph from Southwest at (11:20) hours MST on
2-4-2005.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy to cloudy
in the South Bay and partly cloudy elsewhere in the
Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 3-4-2005Like-
lihood of isolated light rain or thundershowers in
Kachin State, upper Sagaing and Taninthayi Divi-
sions and weather will be partly cloudy in the re-
maining areas. Degree of certainty is (60%).

State of the seaSeas will be slight to moderate
in Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two days:Likelihood
of continuation rain or thundershowers in the extreme
Southern Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
3-4-2005:Partly cloudy. Forecast for Mandalay and
neighbouring area for 3-4-2005:Partly cloudy.

Rainfall Condition of March 2005
(Issued on 2-4-2005)

During the month of March, the weather is use
to be dry-hot with scanty rain in Myanmar. How-
ever the rainfall in 2005 March is found to be above
normal in many places and it is more than 2004

March in most parts of the country. )
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YANGON, 2 April — The harvesting of sample
plot of summer paddy and demonstration of technol-
ogy for setting target paddy production were held at
the 1,000-acre summer paddy zone near Malit Village
in Hlegu Township this morning, attended by Secre-
tary-1 of the State Peace and Development Council
Lt-Gen Thein Sein.

Also present on the occasion were Chairman of
Yangon Division Peace and Development Council
Commander of Yangon Command Maj-Gen Myint
Swe, station commander and military region com-
manders, local authorities, departmental officials and
local farmers. Accompanied by the commander and
party, the Secretary-1 visited the agricultural educa-

tion camp of Myanma Agriculture Service in the zone.
The Secretary-1 and party oversaw thriving of
Emahtasaw, Hmawby-3 and Yezin-2 paddy planta-
tions, pilot plot and other sample paddy plots. Manag-
ing Director U Ohn Than of MAS and General Man-
ager Dr Min Aung presented reports to them.
(See page 10)

ANGON,

Enterprise under the Ministry of Information and the
Myanma Motion Picture Asiayon jointly organized
the workshop on development of Myanma film indus-
try at the MMPA on Wingapa Street in Bahan Town-
ship here this morning.

It was attended by Minister for Information Brig-
Gen Kyaw Hsan, Deputy Minister Brig-Gen Aung
Thein, directors-general and managing directors of the
departments and enterprises under the ministry, offi-
cials, artistes, observers and guests.

The minister delivered a speech on the occasion. In
his speech, the minister called on the producers, film
directors, script writers, and officials of the Myanma
Motion Picture Asiayon, Myanma Film and Video
Censor Board and the Myanma Motion Picture Enter-
prise to coordinate and take a wider view on measures
for development of the film industry of the nation.
Thoseresponsible are to deal with censorship of scripts
and stories and to seek better ways and means in
accordance with the policies laid down by the State to
achieve the goal. Steps are to be taken in advance

Minister for Information Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan speaking at Workshop on development of Myanma film

industry.—mna

through coordination and cooperation based on the
prevailing situations of the nation’s film industry and
the public’s attitude towards the industry to be able to

overcome possible difficulties and antipathies for the
progress. The minister urged the businessmen to
(See page 10)

Myanma Gems Empo-

rium is being staged.
The deputy minis-

ter was welcomed there

YANGON, 2 April—
Chairman of Myanma
Gems Emporium Central
Committee Deputy Min-
ister for Mines U Myint
Thein this morning in-
spected the sale of jade
lots through tender sys-
tem at the Myanma Gems
Marton Kaba Aye Pagoda
Road where the 42nd

INSIDE

“Our Three Mai
National Causes” th
nation is keeping in t
fore at present is nqt
created by the Tatmad
It was defined by t
historical trend.

CHIN Gya (MAuBIN)
(Page 7)

by Secretary of the Cen-

tral Committee Acting
Managing Director of
Myanma Gems Enterprise
U Thein Swe and central
committee members.

Under the 42nd
Myanma Gems Empo-
rium programme, alto-
gether 270 jade lots were
sold today. The sale of jade

N Y

lots continued this
evening.

A total of 1,288 lo-
cal and foreign gem mer-

chants arrived to attend

the gems emporium.
Thesale of jade lots
through tender system
continues tomorrow.
MNA

Deputy Minister for Mines U Myint Thein views sales of jade lots through tender system.



