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Four political objectives Four economic objectives Four social objectives

* Stability of the State, community peac * Development of agriculture as the base and all-roun * Uplift of the morale and morality of
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and development of other sectors of the economy as well the entire nation
order *  Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic * Uplift of national prestige and integ-

* National reconsolidation system rity and preservation and safeguard-

* Emergence of a new enduring Stat * Development of the economy inviting participation in ing of cultural heritage and national
Constitution terms of technical know-how and investments fron character ] o B

* Building of a new modern develope sources inside the country and abroad *Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
nation in accord with the new State * The initiative to shape the national economy must be ke * Uplift of health, fitness and education
Constitution in the hands of the State and the national peoples standards of the entire nation

duties with sincere goodwill

Withits allegiance to the nation and the people, our Tatmadaw is serving
the interests of the nation with sincere goodwill. As the Tatmadaw, the
Government and the people make concerted efforts in nation-building and
national defence with a strength born of unity, our country has been achieving
progress despite all sorts of restrictions, sanctions and onslaughts. Our
political reforms have gained acceptance not only among our neighbours and
nations within the region but also among all positive-thinking countries. This
is the direct result of our Tatmadaw discharging its national duties with
sincerity and goodwill, adhering to its Twelve Traditions, hand in hand with
the people.

Senior General Than Shwe
Chairman of the State Peace and Development Coungil}
Commander-in-Chief of Defence Services,

Ministers for Foreign Affairs U Kyaw Thu and U
Maung Myint, Director-General of the Government

YANGON, 28 March —Prime Minister of the | Zeyathiri Beikman on Konmyinttha this morning.
Union of Myanmar Lt-Gen Soe Win received repre- Present at the call were Minister for Foreign
sentative of the Office of the United Nations High | Affairs U Nyan Win, Minister for Social Welfare, | Office U Soe Tint and Director-General of Protocol
Commissioner for Refugees Mr Rajiv Kapur at | Relief and Resettlement Maj-Gen Sein Htwa, Deputy ' Department Thura U Aung Htet.—MNA
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TEKKATHO MYAT THU Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win receives United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Mr Rajiv Kapur at
Zeyathiri Beikman on Konmyinttha ma

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngar.
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Safeguard developmenit
infrastructures

Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative vi
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

The State Peace and Development Coundi
has been striving for all-round development o
the nation, enlisting the united strength of na
tional forces and making effective use of natul
ral resources. For regional development, pIanJ

are being successfully implemented within thei
target periods and so economic and social i
frastructures are emerging one after another.

As a gesture of hailing the 60th Anniver
sary Armed Forces Day, the Paunglaung Multi
purpose Dam was inaugurated in Pyinmana
Township, Mandalay Division, on 25 March.
Vice-Chairman of the State Peace and Deve}+
opment Council Deputy Commander-in-Chief
of Defence Services Commander-in-Chigf
(Army) Vice-Senior General Maung Aye him-
self graced the opening ceremony and extendq
greetings to the local people present on the of
casion. In his greetings to them, Vice-Senid
General Maung Aye stressed the importance df
concerted cooperation between the people a
the Tatmadaw in all national endeavours. H¢g
added that it was necessary for the people f
safeguard the dam so that it could last long an
the hydel power station could operate to its fulf
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Myanmar delegation leaves for Singapore

YANGON, 28 March—
Myanmar delegation led
by Minister for Home
Affairs Maj-Gen Maung
Qo left here for Singapore
by air this morning to at-
tend Global Asia Security-
2005 Exhibition and Con-
ference to be held in Sin-
gapore from 29 to 31
March.

The Myanmar del-
egation was seen off at
Yangon International Air-
port by Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Myint Maung, Min-
ister at the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office Brig-Gen Pyi
Sone, Singporean Ambas-
sador to Myanmar Mr T
Jasudasen, heads of
Myanmar Police Force

and Departments and their
families.

The minister was
accompanied by Deputy

Myanmar delegation led byomeAffairs MinisterMaj-Gen Maung Odeing
seen off at the airport before departdog Singapore.—mna

Director-General  of
Myanmar Police Force
Col Zaw Win, Head of
office Major Aung Swe

Nyunt and Head of
Transnational Criminal
Department Police Col Sit
Aye. —MNA

capacity.

The Paunglaung Multi-purpose Dam is
3,100 feet long and 430 feet high. It can irrigatg
35,000 acres of farmland and the undergroun
hydel power plant can generate 280 megawatt;
The Paunglaung Hydel power Station is the very
first of its kind in Myanmar. Constructed with
the use of advanced technology, it has 37 tup
nels, big and small.

The Paunglaung Multi-purpose Dam is the
172nd built by the government since its assumg-
tion of State responsibilities. When the contrid
bution of the diversion weir and canels has beep
conpleted, up to 70,000 acres of farmland cah
be irrigated.

Paved streets opened in Yangon

YANGON, 28 March — Paved streets were
opened in North Okkalapa and Dawbon townships,
Yangon, today hailing the 60th Anniversary Armed
Forces Day.

The streets were built by the people on self-
reliant basis with the assistance of Union Solidarity
and Development Association.

Central Executive Committee member of
USDA Chairman of Yangon City Development Com-
mittee Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin, acting Sec-
retary of Yangon Division USDA U Aung Myint
and Secretary of North Okkalapa Township USDA
U Kyaw Kyaw Soe formally opened the 1,400-foot

long Thukhamain Street in Hsa Ward, North
Okkalapa Township. Accompanied by officials, the
mayor inspected the 14-foot wide street.
The mayor opened the 1,280-foot by 12-foot
Pale Street in Hta Ward, and 3,125-foot by 18-foot
Bonma Street in Nya Ward. The people of the three
wards presented 2,405 USDA membership applica-
tions to the mayor. A local authority of Nya Ward
presented K 1 million for maintenance of the streets.
In Thinbawkyin Ward, Dawbon, the mayor
formally opened the Myoma Street that is 1,410 feet
long and 13 feet wide.
MNA

The government is building dams and othe
infrastructures that will directly contribute to
development of the agriculture sector and im
provement of the living standard of the people|
While the government is building developmeny
infrastructures for regional and national devel-
opment, we would like to call on the local peo
ple to safeguard them for the long-term inter-
\ests of the nation as well as for their own. )

Vietnamese delegation
arrives

YANGON, 28 March — Jointly-organized by
Myanmar Radio and Television and Radio the Voice
of Vietnam-VOV, a three-member delegation led by
Mr Hoang Huu Khai of Head of Section of Radio
the Voice of Vietnam of Socialist Republic of Viet-
nam arrived here by air yesterday evening. The Vi-
etnamese study delegation together with officials vis-
ited Shwedagon pagoda and paid homage to it and
made cash donations.

While visiting MRTV, they were briefed on
broadcasting services and producing of television
programmes and conducted round the department by
Deputy Director-General of MRTV U Thein Aung
and officials.

The delegation members also visited Drugs
Elimination Museum where they were conducted
round by museum in-charge Lt-Col U Htay Aung.

MNA

Myanmar Weightlifting

Federation President’s

Trophy tournament opens

YANGON, 28 March
— A ceremony to open
Myanmar Weightlifting
Federation President’s
Trophy tournament-
2005 was held at Aung
San Stadium this after-
noon.

After the opening
ceremony, President of
MWF U Maung Weik
made an opening speech.
In the first day’s events—
women’s weightlifting
(open) 48 kilos, 53 kilos
and 58 kilos; U-20 wom-
en’s weightlifting 44 ki-

President of MWF U Maung Weik makes a speech at the
opening of MWF President's trophy tourneyvsa

los, 48 kilos and 53 ki-
los; men’s weightlifting
(open) 56 kilos, 62 kilos,
69 kilos and 77 kilos and
U-20 men’s weightlifting
50 kilos and 56 kilos—
were held.

The teams taking
part in the tournament
were Indusrty-1, Sports

and Physical Education
(Yangon) (A) and (B),
Industry-2, YCDC, Rail
Transportation (A) and
(B), Agriculture and Irri-
gation (A) and (B), Navy
and Central Command.
The tournament
continues tomorrow.
MNA

l

Apply for hydrant use

YaNGoN, 28 March — Applications to use hy-
drants and water from Inya and Kandawgyi lakes
during the Thingyan Festival should be presented to
Engineering Department (Water and Sanitation) of
Yangon City Development Committee at 2 pm on
11 April the latest.

The applications need the comments of the
Township YCDC officer concerned. — MNA
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Poll finds American public
dissatisfied with political leadership

WasHINGTON, 27 March — The American public is not satisfied with the
country's political leadership, with only 45 per cent of those surveyed approv-
ing of the performance of President George W Bush, according to a poll
released on Thursday.

The poll, conducted by the Pew Re-
search Centre for the People & the
Press, found that about 39 per cent of
those surveyed approved of the job per-
d formance of Republican congressional
French President Jacques Chirac (R) during his visit to a Digital Electropleaders, and 37 per cent for Democratic

factory in Osaka on 26 March, 2005INTERNET leaders.

. . - On the issue of social security, 44
S rl Lan ka’s to u rIS m m akl n g per cent supported Bush's idea of creat-
fast recovery

ing private investment accounts, down
from 46 per cent last month and 54 per

CoLomeo, 28 March — Sri Lanka's tourism industry devastated by last]
December's tsunami is making fast recovery, Chairman of the Ceylon Touris

and gas drilling in the Alaskan Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge, with 46 per
cent opposing to and 42 per cent favour-
ing it.

With gasoline prices rising, the poll
found 50 per cent of the public were
following news reports on this topic very
closely, and 40 per cent were following
news about the current situation in Iraq
very closely.

The survey was conducted during
March 17-21 among 1,505 Americans
with a margin of error of plus or minus
3 percentage points. — MNA/Xinhua

cent in December last year.
Americans were split over an Ad-
 ministration-backed plan to permit oil

Board Udaya Nanayakkara said Sunday.

"Wehave regained 50
per cent (tourist arrivals
compared to the level
before the tsunami) and
we are quite confident of
bouncing back," Nanaya-
kkara said.

Touristarrivals are ex-
pected to be 20 per cent
below an original target of
600,000 for the current
year, as devastation
caused by the tsunami last
year will keep foreign trav-
ellers away.

More foreign
fighters entering
Irag: US general

Foreign fighters enter-
ing Iraq in recent months
make up a growing per-
centage of guerillas bat-
tling US troops and the
country's fledgling secu-
rity force, according to a
senior US military com-
mander.

In an interview with
CNN in Mosul, General
John Abizaid - the com-
mander of US Central
Command which covers
Iraq - said that while most
insurgents appear to be Ira-
qis, "the percentage of for-
eign fighters over the past
several months seems to
have increased".

He also said the insur-
gents' ranks likely include
"former Baathist crimi-
nals".

"It seems to be pretty
well established that they
tend to cross over from
Syria, although we know
that there have been some
infiltrations from the Saudi
border, there have been
some from the Iranian bor-
der," General Abizaid said.

Internet

Sri Lanka shut 52 of
its 246 hotels after tsu-
nami slammed into two
thirds of its coastline,
washing out fishing vil-
lages, tourist resorts and
ports.

The Indian Ocean
island country attracted
566,000 visitors last year,
the highest number
on record. Tourism is the
fourth largest foreign
exchange carner to this
country, accounting for
about 5 per cent of the
gross domestic product
(GDP).

The industry expects
revenue from the leisure
industry to alsodecline be-
tween 15 per cent to 20
per cent in 2005 from an

earlier target of 510 mil-
lion US dollars.

Since the tsunami the
government has offered
several incentives for the
leisure industry, particu-
larly for smaller players
to help them recover from
the disaster.

The Ceylon Tourist
Board launched an inter-
national promotional cam-
paign in mid February to
lure back travellers to the
country.

The board, operating
as an autonomous corpo-
ration, was established by
the government in 1966
and charged with promo-
tional as well as organiza-
tional responsibilities.

MNA/Xinhua|

Beuing, 27 March

With the price rises
in raw materials and the
government's require-
ment of energy labels for
household appliances
this year, the manufac-
turers have stopped try-
ing to under-price the
competition and focused
on developing products
to win back the declining
the market shares.

This year the cost
of making an air condi-
tioner will be up 20
per cent as raw material

costs make up one-third

Price war cooling off for China’s
household appliances producers

— China's household appliances are increasing

of the total cost.

The iron and steel
price has risen 70 per cent
this year compared with
the price in last October.
The price of plastics is up
73.9 per cent and that of
galvanization plate, up 39
per cent and copper, up
1,600 yuan (about 180 US
dollars) per ton.

As the hot season for
selling air conditioners
is drawing near, both
domestic and overseas
producers have worked
to increase their sale

investment in mid- and high-end products instead of engaging in another
"irrational” price war, Economic Information Daily reported.

prices.

According to the re-
port, majority of some
40 new kinds of LG air
conditioners that target
Chinese consumers this
year are high-end and
new products. Gelanshi
in  south China's
Guangdong Province,
well-known for its low
price strategy, also has
been thinking of win-
ning another expected
wave of war by high
technology.

MNA/Xinhua

Distrust divides Irag’s doctors and soldiers

BagHpAD, 28March — For 24 hours, Yarmouk Hospital emergency-room physicians worked without sleep, caring for about 40
victims of two car bombings that rattled the capital on 2 March . Their white smocks were stained red. They were exhausted.

Physician Nawzad
Fwad Hussein says he was
beaten by Iraqi National
Guardsmen while work-
ing at Yarmouk Hospital.

By Elliot Blair Smith,
USA TODAY

By 9.30 am the fol-
lowing day, the night had
given way to relative
calm. Physician Khalid
Khalil al-Kaki, 37, had
just completed his morn-
ing rounds and had not
yet changed his clothes
from the day before. A
detachment of Iraqi sol-
diers, brandishing their
rifles, stood by nine
wounded soldiers in an
operating area the doc-
tors try to keep sterile.

Just then the mobile
telephone of one of al-
Kaki's colleagues, physi-
cian Nawzad Fwad
Hussein, 30, rang. With-

out provocation, the two
doctors say, three soldiers
seized Hussein. They
dragged him to their com-
mander, a lieutenant, who
knocked him down with
the butt of his rifle and
ordered him beaten.

Far from an isolated
episode, violent scuffles
between Iraqi soldiers and
doctors are an occupa-
tional hazard in Iraq, the
emergency-room physi-
cians say. The hospitals
can contain a combustible
mix. Iraqi soldiers and
police are the targets of
near daily attacks and
bombings. They have
watched hundreds of their
colleagues die. Over-
worked doctors and nurses
in Iraq's poorly equipped
hospitals routinely deal
with mass casualties that

better-equipped facilities.

It's not clear what the
soldiers were angry about,
but such tensions now
poison the relationship

between Iraq's security
forces and doctors.
Yarmouk Hospital doctors
say soldiers sometimes
accuse them of sympathiz-

ing with insurgents and
slipping them information
about the soldiers' move-
ments and numbers.
Internet

A worker at a flower plantation in Facatativa, Colombia, prepares roses for

would overtax far bigger,

S

export on 25 March, 2005-INTERNET
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China closes illegal 147

blood collection agencies|,

to secure blood safety

Beuing, 26 March

— China's Health Ministry announced here on

Thursday that it has closed 147 illegal blood collection and supply agenci
since last May to help ensure blood safety

Ma Xiaowei, Deputy
Health Minister, said at
a national conference on
health supervision that a
joint taskforce has been
set up by China's Health
Ministry, the Ministry of
Public Security and the
State Food and Drug Ad-
ministration to conduct a
nationwide campaign to
eliminate illegal blood
collection.

In addition to the 147
that were closed, 86
agencies were punished

for malpractice in the
campaign, Ma said.
"Thirty people were ar-
rested and 15 others were
jailed.

More than 100 peo-
ple received administra-
tive discipline,” he said.
China has more than 900
blood collection and sup-
ply agencies.

In the mid-1990s, il-
legal blood collection
caused the spread of
AIDS among rural resi-
dents in some localities

of central China.

Since 1995, China
promulgated a series of
laws and regulations to
secure blood safety, and
HIV testing has been
adopted at blood stations
across the nation.

Ma asked local
health authorities to in-
crease regular checks of
blood collection and sup-
ply agencies to prevent il-
legal operations from
reoccurring.

MNA/Xinhua

Two boys in a shopping mall seen in Singapore on 24 March, 2005.

INTERNET

CPC leader calls for increased| High oil price not to dampen Singapore’s eco growth forecast

SINGAPORE, 26 March — The current surge of oil price is unlikely to affect Singapore’s economic growth

export of Chinese publications

GuanczHou, 26 March — A senior Chinese
leader has called for increasing exports of Chines
publications, including newspapers, books and
audio and video products to promote foreigners’
understanding of China.

“We should push the Chinese culture to the world
and make it a positive factor in deepening understand-
ing, friendship and cooperation with the rest of the
world,” said Li Changchun, a member of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) Central Committee, during his
visit to south China’s Guangdong Province from
Monday to Wednesday.

Liasked the Press and publication sectors to “firmly
adhere to the correct orientation"”, saying "Sound
social influence should always be the number one

consideration". MNA/Xinhua

L Singapore’s  gross

domestic product (GDP)
will maintain an increase
rate of 3 to 5 per cent, as
the government has
targeted as long as the oil
price remains at the
present 56 US dollars per
barrel.

However, economists
are looking at the lower
end of that range.

They believed that
businesses, which have
become much more fuel
efficient, can absorb the
higher costs, and the oil

price hike will have limited
impact on inflation since
the country’s economic
growth will slow down this
year.

Though Singapore’s
economy has developed
stronger to stand oil price

fluctuations, economists
said, crude oil prices at or
above 70 to 80 US dollars
perbarrel willbe disastrous.

Currently, every in-
crease of 10 US dollars in
oil price over a one year
period may shave about

forecast for this year,Channel News Asia quoted economist as saying on Thursday.

0.6 percentage point off
GDP, according to the
report.

One expert even
expects the oil price to hit
as highas 100 dollars per
barrel in the next five
years. — MNA/Xinhua

UAE Central Bank raises interest rates

AU DHABI, 26 March — The Central Bank of the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
announced here Wednesday a hike in interest rates on Certificates of Deposit, the

official WAMnews agency reported.
The rise was in line with the new level of interbank

interest rates on US dollar

deposits in international financial markets, the bank's statement said.

US Federal Reserve policy-makers announced Tuesday a widely expected
quarter-point hike in US interest rates, said the statement.

Certificates of Deposit, which the Central Bank issues to banks operating in the
UAE, are the mechanism through which interest rates on UAE Dirham are changed

in the banking system.

Banks also use it as an indicator for accepting deposits as well as for extending
loans to customers, according to the bank statement. — MNA/Xinhua

Indonesia, Malaysia to continue talks

on border issues |

n May

JakARTA , 26March — Indonesia and Malaysia will continue their talks on
the disputed border in the Sulawesi Sea in May, as an ongoing two-day
technical meeting in the Bali Island has not produced any decision yet,
Indonesian Minister of Foreign Affairs Hassan Wirajuda said on Wednesday.

“T ensured that the ongoing meeting
won’t settle the problem today and it will
be another meeting to be held in
Malaysia,” said Wirajuda.

Regular meetings are needed to settle
the problem, based on his previous
meeting with his Malaysian counterpart
Syed Ahmad Albar, he said.

The minister stressed that Indonesia

“We are now building a light house
(in the territory) and we will continue
it,” Wirajuda added.

Tensions rose between the two
countries since Malaysia’s state oil
company Petronas granted energy giant
Shell a concession in the area, known as
Block XYZ by the Malaysians or
Ambalat Block by the Indonesians, on

A general view from the bank of the Yangtze River on 27 March, 2004

INTERNET

still insists on its stand that Ambalat | 16 February.
Block be included in Indonesian territory. MNA/Xinhua
Three US troops Dutch Govt grants
. . $22m for
killed in | raq Indonesia’s clean
Bacgupap, 26 March —A car bomb struck a US water prOjECt

military patrol Saturday in the Iraqi capital, killing two
US soldiers and injuring two others, and a Marine died
inactionin arestive central province, the military said.

The names of the US troops slain on Saturday were
not immediately released, and no other details were
given on the car bombing.

The military also announced Saturday that a Ma-
rine was killed a day earlier in strife-torn Anbar
province, a heavily Sunni Arab region west of Bagh-
dad that contains the flashpoint cities of Fallujah and
Ramadi.

No further details were given of the death of the
Marine, assigned to the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force.

As of Friday, at least 1,524 members of the US
military have died since the beginning of the Iraq war
in March 2003, according to an Associated Pres

- count.
Internet

JAKARTA, 26 March —
The Dutch Government
has provided some 22
million US dollars in grant
to support the Indonesian
Government's clean water
project. "The grantis aimed
atsupporting the Indonesian
Government to provide
clean water and sanitation
facilities for more people,"
Dutch Ambassador to
Indonesia Ruud Treffers-
was quoted as saying on
Thursday by the Detik
Online. The facilities will

b be prioritized for poor
people, he added.

MNA/Xinhua
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Putin backs proposal not to
Investigate privatizations

M oscow, 26 March — Russian President Vladimir Putin, seeking to mend
fences with big business, backed a proposal on Thursday not to investigate
privatizations which took place more than three years ago.

Putin was speaking at
a meeting with top Rus-
sianbusinessmen—many
of whom acquired vast
fortunes in the 1990s
through privatizations
which were widely criti-
cized for lacking trans-
parency.

"I think it is possible
to support shortening the

World govts urged to do more to improve security in Afghanistan

Unimep NaTions, 26 March — The Security Council pressed world governments on Thursday to do mol
to improve security in Afghanistan ahead of parliamentary and provincial elections set for September.

Theinternational com-
munity should also pro-
vide more aid to boost
efforts to end the Afghan
economy's reliance on il-
legal narcotics, the Coun-
cil said in unanimously
adopting a resolution ex-
tending the mandate of the
UN assistance mission in
the Central Asian nation
for an additional year.

UN member nations
could provide more troops
to an international force
in Afghanistan as well as
equipment and financial
aid to help the govern-
mentconduct free and fair
elections following a suc-
cessful presidential bal-
lot last year, the resolu-
tion said.

Afghans chose Hamid
Karzai as their president
in an October 9 election
that took place in a rela-
tively calm atmosphere
and with few serious ir-
regularities.

Nearly 8,500 peace-

keepers are now part in the
NATO-led International
Security Assistance Force
in Afghanistan, while US-
led forces there number
around 18,000.

The cultivation of pop-
pies, used to make opium
and heroin, dominates Af-
ghanistan's economy, ac-
counting for 60 per cent of
its gross domestic product
and 87 percentof the world's

supply. A US State De-
partmentreportreleased
this month described Af-
ghan heroin production
as an "enormous threat
to world stability".
Encouraged by the
Western powers, Karzai
has vowed to wage war
on the drug trade to pre-
vent Afghanistan from
becoming a narco-state
just three years after US

and Afghan resistance

forces drove the Taleban

from power.
MNA/Reuters

statute of limitations on
privatization deals from
10 years to three years,"
Putin said. "I hope this
will bring calm to the busi-
ness community."

Business confidence
has been shaken by the
state's break-up of oil
major YUKOS and trial
of its ex-CEO Mikhail
Khodorkovsky on fraud
chargeslinkedto the 1994
privatization of a fertilizer
company.

Confidence has also
been hit by a major report
into past privatizations by
the head of Russia's Au-
dit Chamber, Sergei

0]

Stepashin, publication of
which has been delayed
several times but which is
due to be reviewed soon
by Parliament.

Putin said he was not
happy about the pace of
Russian economic
growth, which has slowed
since he won election for
a second four-year term a
year ago.

"The pace of growth
has slowed in the last two
months," Putin said. "The
structure of this growth
and the state of the
economy cannot satisfy
us."

MNA/Reuters

Germany re

BERLIN, 26 MarX —
Germany released some
of East Germany's secret
files on ex-Chancellor
Helmut Kohl on Thurs-
day but the newspaper
clippings, a 1983 speech

Syria to submit precise timetable for
withdrawing troops from Lebanon

Paris, 26 March — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak said he believe
Syria would in the next week submit a precise timetable for withdrawing itg
forces from Lebanon, according to an interview to be published on Friday

"Within a week from
now, I think that a precise
timetable will be given to
the UN (United Nations),"
he told the French newspa-
per Le Figaro, according to
an advance copy of the in-
terview.

A UN Security Coun-
cilresolution passedin Sep-
tember called for a full

withdrawal of Syrian
forces from Lebanon.

Syria completed
the first phase of a troop
withdrawal last week,
removing at least
4,000 troops, and
Lebanese and Syrian
officials will meet
in early April to decide
on the withdrawal of

up to 10,000 Syrian
soldiers who remain
in eastern Lebanon.
Asked if recent
bombings risked des-
tabilizing Lebanon,
Mubarak said: "I don't
think that one or two ex-
plosions can lead to anew
civil war."
MNA/Reuterg

leases secret files on Kohl

and business trip details
would disappoint those
hoping for juicy revela-
tions.

The material shed more
light on the practices of
Communist East Germa-
ny's Stasi secret police than
on the life of the former
chancellor, according to
Marianne Birthler, head of

flthe Stasi archive centre.

East Germany's noto-
rious surveillance service,
known as the Stasi, com-
piled 7,000 pages on Kohl,
the man who reunited Ger-
many and whose reputa-
tion was later tarnished by
a party funding scandal.

However, only 1,071
pages were released to a
handful of experts, accord-
ing to a spokesman for
Kohl, who authorized lim-

ited access to some files
late on Wednesday.

The documents reveal
no personal details about
the man who governed
West Germany and thena
reunified Germany for 16
years before losing to
Gerhard Schroeder in
1998. The bulk of the
newly accessible informa-
tion was already available
elsewhere, Kohl's office
said in a statement.

German news agency
DPA one of the few to be
granted access to the files
on Thursday, said they
contained a speech Kohl
made to the government
in 1983 and details of his
1979 trip to the East Ger-
man cities of Leipzig and
Dresden as State Premier
of Rheinland Pfalz.

British Govt comes under renewed

fire over Iraq

L onpon, 26 March — The British Government came under renewed fire

over Irag on Thursday as its opponents sensed a chance to embarrass Prin]

Minister Tony Blair just weeks before an expected electian

Oppositionleadersand
members of Blair's own
Labour Party demanded
the government explain
why its top lawyer appa-
rently changed his mind
overthelegality of the 2003
war to topple Saddam
Hussein.

Encouraged by polls
which suggest trust is an
area where Blair is vulner-
able, the opposition Con-
servative Party accused the
Premier of being "ex-
tremely selective with the
truth". Shadow Attorney
General Dominic Grieve,
the Conservatives'top law-
yer, urged the government
to "come clean" over the

sequence of events which
led up to the invasion.
"Does the Foreign Sec-
retary notrealize how corro-
sive this entire episode now
is to trust in government,"
Grieve told Parliament after
Foreign Secretary Jack Straw
tried once again to explain
how the governmentreached
its decision to go to war.
The latest assault on
Blair's credibility was trig-
gered by a few key lines
fromaresignation letter writ-
ten by the Foreign Office's
former deputy legal adviser
Elizabeth Wilmshurst.
She quitherjobjustdays
before the war, saying she
believed there was no legal

basis for an invasion.

The Foreign Office
published her letter on
Wednesday but blacked
out several lines of it.
However, Britain's Chan-
nel 4 News obtained the
missing lines within
hours and broadcastthem
in its nightly news bulle-
tin.

The lines suggest the
government's top lawyer,
Attorney General Lord
Goldsmith, changed his
mind over the legality of
the warsometimebetween
7 March and 18 March,
2003 — days before Brit-
ishand US troopsinvaded
Irag— MNA/Reuters

A customer selects a pack of meat at a Tokyo de
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"/

ment store on 27 March, 2005INTERNET

Kohl, 74, was a prime
target for the Stasi, who
not only tailed East Ger-
many's own citizens but
operated extensively in
West Germany through a
massive network of spies
and informants.

Kohl's lengthy legal
battle to block the release
of his files had whetted
appetites they could con-
tain lurid secrets about the
scandal which embroiled
his Christian Democrat
party or titillating details
about his private life. The
former chancellor admit-
tedin 1999 thathe took one
million US dollars in ille-
gal campaign donations.
But Kohl's office said on
Thursday: "Itisstill the case
that all information relat-
ing to Helmut Kohl's pri-
vacy, or obtained through

p&ffionage remains confi-

dential." —MNA/Reuters
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US politicians using oil-for-food
scandal as weapon against UN

Rowme, 26 March — Right-wing American politicians are using the oil-for-food
scandal as a weapon against the United Nations and Secretary-General K

Annan should not step down over it, his predecessor Boutros Boutros-Ghali sa

Boutros-Ghali, head of
the United Nations from
1991 to 1996, shrugged off
criticism of the world body
over the 67 billion US dol-
lars programme, which al-
lowed Iraq to sell oil to buy
civilian goods to ease the
impact of 1990 UN sanc-
tions on ordinary Iraqis.

“The American right
has seized this scandal as a
weapon against the United
Nations. It’s a scandal cre-
ated ad hoc. It’s not me
asserting this, it’s clear to
everyone,” he was quoted
as saying in Italy’s La
Repubblicanewspaper on
Thursday.

The former pro-
gramme director, Benon
Sevan, was accused of
steering an Iraq oil alloca-
tiontoacousinof Boutros-
Ghali. The cousin, who
ownedasmall trading com-
pany, earned 1.5 million
US dollars from the trans-
action.

Asked if he would tes-
tify in the inquiry into the
scandal commissioned by
Annan, Boutros-Ghali
said: “Yes. I’ve prepared a

defence document. I also
want to dispel any doubt:
It has nothing to do with
me.

“The programme was
approved on 5 December,
(1996). On 22 December,
I had left the (post as UN
secretary-general),” he
said. The accusations ex-
tend to Annan, whose son
worked in West Africa for
a firm that won a
multimillion-dollar con-
tract from the oil-for-food
programme.

Annan and his son
have both denied any
wrongdoing, after being
accused of a conflict of
interest. Asked whether he
thought Annan should step
down, Boutros-Ghali said:
“He should stay in his
post.”

Several Republican
congressmen have called
for Annan’s resignation in
connection with the oil-
for-food scandal, but the
‘White House and the State
Department have ex-
pressed confidence in him,
as have the European
Union and many national

leaders.

Boutros-Ghali said he
had faith in the UN’s inde-
pendent inquiry led by
former US Federal Reserve
chairman Paul Volcker,
who is expected to issue a
report dealing with the ac-
cusationsinvolving Annan
next week.

“We’ll see if there is
really anything illicit.
Volcker is a man of integ-
rity and I place alot of trust
in him,” he said.

An interim report by
Volcker’s team last month
found lax UN controls, a
shortage of audit staff and
political favouritism when
the programme was put in
place in 1996. It found no
pilfering of money from
the UN administration of
the programme.

The best-documented
figures to date show
Saddam Hussein’s govern-
ment earned close to two
billion US dollars from il-
licit trade and surcharges
through the programme,
according to CIA adviser
Charles Duelfer last Sep-
tember.— MNA/Reuters

pfi
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Nepal's foreign employment dips

KatHMANDU , 26 March — Following Malaysia’s temporary decision to ban
import of foreign workers of 12 countries, including Nepal, the total number of

labourers leaving Nepal withessed a sharp decline of about 33 per cent last month.

According to monthly report of De-
partment of Labour and Employment
Promotion, the total number of outgo-

ing workers dropped to 8,

fiscal month of mid-February/mid-
March from that of 12,195 of mid-

January/mid-February.

“Malaysia absorbs around 50 per
cent of the total workforce leaving Ne-

pal for overseas employme
fluctuation in the export of

bourers to the country has its direct
impact on the overall foreign employ-

142 in the

nt and any
Nepali la-

ment sector,”
reporters here on Thursday on condition
of anonymity.

The government record also revealed
that the number of outgoing workers to
Malaysia has declined by around 44 per
cent during the period from that of 6,725
to 3,771 of the last month, the official
noted. The official, however expressed
hope that the Malaysian Government’s
latest decision to open the country for
Nepali workers will help the country
recuperate the loss. — MNA/Xinhua

a government official told

India, Britain conduct peacek

New DEeLHI, 26
March — India and
Britain have broken new
ground in their military
cooperation by conduct-
ing their largest military
exercise in many years
to enhance collaboration
in peacekeeping opera-
tions.

Over 100 British
Armed Forces person-
nel, including some 50

headquarters staff offic-
ers, joined “Exercise
Emerald Mercury”,
which ended in
Hyderabad Wednesday.
The nine-day exer-
cise marked the biggest
land deployment of Brit-
ish military personnel in
India in many years.
The British person-
nel worked alongside a
similar number of In-

eeping exercis

dian officers to practise
“combined campaign
planning and procedures
within a peace support
operations scenario,”
said a statement from
the British high com-
mission here.

During the exercise,
the two sides formed a
combined joint task
force  headquarters
staffed jointly by Indian
and British officers and
practised the integration
of other government de-
partments and NGOs for
a peacekeeping mission.

MNA/Xinhua

A model

parades on the

catwalk during a

fashion show;

China Fashion

Week, in Beijing on

26 March, 2005.
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A cable TV
technician works on
dish antennas set on
the rooftop of a
building in Calcultta,
India, on 27 March,
2005.

INTERNET

23 killed, 500 injured in
thundershowers in
Bangladesh

DHakA, 26 March

— Severe northwestar

winds coupled with thundershowers lashed vari

ous parts of Banglades

Wednesday, killing at least 23 people and in|

juring over 500.

According to the
Bangladesh Observen
Thursday, the northwest-
ern winds accompanied
by torrential rains has
paralyzed normal life in
many areas, including
capital Dhaka and its ad-
jacent area.

Most of the 23 vic-
tims lost their lives in
lightning and house col-
lapse, when the storm
brought down thatched
houses as well as elec-
tricity poles, uproot trees,
and damaged the stand-

h on Tuesday night an

ing crops.

At least 31 people re-
mained missing as boats
and trawlers capsized
during the stormy
weather for the last cou-
ple of days.

The Bangladesh In-
land Water Transport Au-
thority suspended launch
movement across the
country, including the
launch terminal in Dhaka,
as the Met office asked
to hoist cautionary signal
number two.

MNA/Xinhua

Two hoys
killed by train
in N England

LoNpoN, 26 March—
HTwo teenagers were
Fkilled by a train on
Friday near Darlington,
northern England,
British Transport
Police said.

The 15-year-old
boys were struck at
about 8:45 pm by a
train travelling between
Manchester and
Newcastle.

The accident trig-
gered the closure of
the main East Coast
railway line until
10:15 pm causing
severe disruption to
passengers travelling
over the Easter bank
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holiday weekend.

Police refused to
speculate on media
reports the two youths
had been part of a big-
ger group of teenagers
playing “chicken” on
the line.

MNA/Reuters



(from page 16)
Mandalay, Yangon and
Ayeyawady Divisions,
delegates of peasants from
Kachin, Kayah, Kayin,
Chin, Mon, Rakhine, Shan
(South), Shan (North) and
Shan (East) States, Sagaing,
Taninthayi, Bago,
Magway, Mandalay,
Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions, intellectuals and
intelligentsia, delegates of
workers from Kachin,
Kayah, Kayin, Chin, Mon,
Rakhine, Shan (South),

exchanged arms for peace,
and representative of other
organizations.

Before the plenary
meeting, NCCC Chairman
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein
Sein and Commission
members, Chairman of
NCCWC Chief Justice U
Aung Toe and Work
Committee members,
Chairman of NCCMC
Auditor-General Maj-Gen
Lun Maung and
Management Committee
members, chairmen and
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NC Plenary Session in progress at Pyidaungsu Hall, Nyaunghnapin Camp, Hmawby Townskip. —

Chairman and panel of chairmen seen at the NC Plenary Sessiana —

Shan (North) and Shan
(East) States, Sagaing,
Taninthayi, Bago,
Magway, Mandalay,
Yangon and Ayeyawady
Divisions, delegates of State
Service Personnel from the
State Peace and
Development Council
