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Four political objectives

*  Stability of the State, community peac *
and tranquillity, prevalence of law and
order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring Stat
Constitution

* Building of a new modern develope
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives

Development of agriculture as the base and all-roung
development of other sectors of the economy as well

Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments from

sources inside the country and abroad

The initiative to shape the national economy must be kep

in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation

* Uplift of national prestige and integ-
rity and preservation and safeguard-
ing of cultural heritage and national
character

* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

* Uplift of health, fitness and education
standards of the entire nation

Senior General Than Shwe send
message of felicitations to Kuwal

YanGon, 25 Feb— Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace and Deve
ment Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of felicitations to His Highn
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah Amir of the State of Kuwait, on the occasion of the Nationgl
Day of the State of Kuwait, which falls on 25 February, 2005. -MNA

S
Abundant water inflow into the

man-made lake will help realize the
irrigation and power generation
| targets. And only then will the aims
of the dam be realized fully.

. J

YANGON, 24 Feb — Vice-Chairman of the State
Peace and Development Council Deputy Com-
mander-in-Chief of Defence Services Commander-
in-Chief (Army) Vice-Senior General Maung Aye,
accompanied by members of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen Aung Htwe, Lt-Gen
Thiha Thura Tin Aung Myint Oo and Lt-Gen Kyaw
Win, Commander-in-Chief (Navy) Vice-Admiral Soe
Thein, Commander-in-Chief (Air) Lt-Gen Myat Hein,
ministers, senior military officers and officials of the

i

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye inspects the main spillway of Thaphanseik Dam in Kyunhla Townskip.—

State Peace and Development Council Office, left
here by special aircraft yesterday morning, and ar-
rived at Mandalay International Airport in TadaU
Township.

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party were
welcomed by Chairman of Mandalay Division Peace
and Development Council Commander of Central
Command Maj-Gen Ye Myint, Chairman of Manda-
lay City Development Committee Mayor Brig-Gen
Phone Zaw Han, senior military officers and depart-

mental officials.

Accompanied by Commander Maj-Gen Ye Myint,
Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and party proceeded
to Kanbalu of Sagaing Division where they were
welcomed by Chairman of Sagaing Division Peace
and Development Council Commander of North-West
Command Maj-Gen Tha Aye, Deputy Chief Justice
U Khin Maung Latt of Supreme Court (Mandalay),
senior military officers and departmental officials.

(See page 8)

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Ngar
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Improving ties between
Myanmar and the Philippines

Oppose those relying on external elements, acting as stooges, holding negative vi
Oppose those trying to jeopardize stability of the State and progress of the nation
Oppose foreign nations interfering in internal affairs of the State

Crush all internal and external destructive elements as the common enemy

The Union of Myanmar and some of he
neighbours and ASEAN member nations, includ
ing the Republic of the Philippines, are seperate]
by oceans but they have similarities in theif
cultures and traditions.

Even before the establishment of forma
diplomatic ties in 1956, the two nations enjoyefl
friendly relationship based on mutual respec
and goodwill. They have had deeper and clos
relations since Myanmar became a member ¢f
the ASEAN family in 1997.

Lt-Gen Soe Win, Prime Minister of the
Union of Myanmar, visited the Republic of the
Philippines on 21 February. At the luncheor]
hosted in his honour by Philippine Presiden
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, Prime Minister Lt-
Gen Soe Win said, “We in Myanmar realizg
that in an increasingly integrated world, we mus{
work closely with friendly countries and neigh-
bours. We believe that the future of developin
countries lies on promoting regional cooperal
tion which does not diminish national identities
but enhances political and economic strength
We therefore place importance in ASEAN and
the association’s commitment to moving toward
closer cohesion and economic integration:”

The Union of Myanmar and the Republic
of the Philippines are traditionally friendly na-

ally visit each other and their reciprocal visits|
promote bilateral relations and cooperation. Thg

Traffic Rules Enforcement Supervisory Committee meets

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe speaking at the meeting of Traffic Rules Enforcement
Supervisory Committee.w~a

YANGON, 24 Feb — TheTraffic Rules En-
forcement Supervisory Committee held its 111th
meeting at Road Administration Department in
Thingangyun Township here today, with an address
by Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council Commander of Yangon Command
Maj-Gen Myint Swe.

Maj-Gen Myint Swe said that the Government
is in the process of making Yangon a modern city
and is taking necessary measures to ensure smooth
and secure transport in the city. The campaign to
enforce traffic rules has been launched through the

tions. The leaders of the two nations occasioff media, and preparations should be made from now

on to ensure road safety during the Thingyan water
festival. As Myanmar is going to host the ASEAN

Summit in Yangon in 2006, all will have to make
cooperative efforts for the foreign guests to see the
observance of traffic rules and discipline in Yangon.
School boys and girls in Yangon and Mandalay are
being trained to have the habit of observing traffic
rules. He then invited suggestions.

Chairman of the committee Vice-Adjutant-Gen-
eral Maj-Gen Hla Shwe and Joint-Secretary Com-
mander of Wireless Division of Traffic Police Pol
Lt-Col Aung Naing also gave speeches. Departmen-
tal personnel then took part in the discussions.

The meeting ended with concluding remarks
by the commander. Members of the Traffic Rules
Enforcement Supervisory Committee and subcom-
mittees were also present. — MNA

visit of Prime Minister Lt-Gen Soe Win reflected
closer friendship between the two nations.
Bilateral trade and economic relations
have been gaining momentum. And there if
growing interest in the Philippine business com)
munity on developing those relations, including
the establishment of transport linkages betweefi
the two nations. The two nations should striv:
for closer trade and economic relations in th
interests of their peoples. Myanmar is alway
willing to work hand in hand with all of the
ASEAN nations and those in the region to bg
able to overcome the challenges facing them
We believe that Prime Minister Lt-Gen
Soe Win's goodwill visit to the Philippines will}
surely pave the way for closer bilateral rela:
tions and promote the mutual interests of thq

ktwo nations and their peoples. )
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Foreign Minister leaves for Bangladesh

YANGON, 24 Feb —
At the invitation of
Bangladeshi Foreign
Minister Mr M Morshed
Khan, a Myanmar del-
egation led by Minister
for Foreign Affairs U
Nyan Win left here by air
for the People’s Repub-
lic of Bangladesh this
morning to pay a good-
will visit.

They were seen off
at Yangon International
Airport by Minister for
Education U Than Aung,
Minister for Industry-2
Maj-Gen Saw Lwin,

Minister for Foreign Affairs

U Nyan Win being seen off at the airposiza

Deputy Ministers for For-
eign Affairs U Kyaw Thu
and U Maung Myint,
directors-general and
officials of the Ministry

of Foreign Affairs
and Bangladeshi Ambas-
sador to Mpyanmar
Mr AB Manjoor Rahim.

The foreign minis-
ter was accompanied
by Director-General
of the Political

Department U Thaung

Tun and Assistant

Director U Tin Yu.
MNA
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Culture Minister receives

YANGON, 24 Feb — | Maj-Gen Kyi Aung at

researchers

Cultural Institute,

Japanese

Minister for Culture

gws

The Myanmar-Japan
Joint Paleontological
Research Team led
by Professor Nobuo
Shigehara and Associate
Professor Mr Masanaru
Takai of Primate
Research Institute
of Japan called on
Minister for Culture

his office at 10 am
today.

They discussed the
trip of Myanmar-Japan
Joint Paleontological
Research Team, find-
ings of research and
future tasks.

Also present on the
occasion were Deputy

Brig-Gen Soe Win
Maung, Director-Gen-
eral U Nyunt Han of the
Archaeology Depart-
ment, Deputy Director-
General U Ngwe Tun of
the Fine Arts Depart-
ment, Deputy Director-
General U Myint Kyaing
of the Department of

Deputy Director-Gen-
eral U Aung Kyaing
of the Archaeology
Department (Upper
Myanmar), Professor
Dr Tin Thein of Geol-
ogy Department of
Yangon University and
officials.

MNA



China, Serbia,
further relationship

Beuing, 23 Feb — China on Tuesday said it values its relationship wit
Serbia and Montenegro, and will promote cooperation with the Balkar]

country.

Chinese Vice-President Zeng
Qinghong made the remarks during his
talks with Boris Tadic, President of the
Republic of Serbia.

Zeng said Chinese and Serbia and
Montenegro people have enjoyed tradi-
tional friendship. "Although changes
have taken place in international situa-
tions and the domestic situations of both
countries, relations have continued to
develop," he said.

He said the Republic of Serbia played
an important role in advancing the rela-
tionship between China and Serbia and
Montenegro, and China will maintain

Montenegro to

"high-level dialogues" with Serbia.

Zeng spoke highly of the adherence
of Serbia and Montenegro to the one-
China policy and its opposition to "Tai-
wan independence"”, reaffirming that
Chinarespects the sovereignty and terri-
torial integrity of Serbiaand Montenegro
and understands its decision to partici-
pate in Europe integration.

Tadic said Serbia and Montenegro
will continue to adhere to the one-China
policy and understands that the Chinese
National People's Congress will deli-
berate an anti-secession law.

MNA/Xinhua
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Japan is to waive visa charges for visitors who also attend the six-month World
Exposition, the international showcase of technology and innovation which
opens next month in central Aichi prefecture. Here models in the uniforms of
pavillion attendants in Tokyo on 23 Feb, 2005NTERNET

Iran says US wants to

destabilize West Asia | . . _
New Detwi, 23 Feb— Iran, under US pressure over its nuclear programmd, Cambodia hOpeS to create Slngle reglonal tourist visa

lashed out at Washington on Tuesday, saying it wanted to destabilize West A$ia  p,\om Penn. 23Feb —
with its unilateralism and warned against the use of American force in the regior]

Tourists visiting Cambodia in the next few years
‘may be able to enter China, Laos, Thailand, Vietnam and Myanmar without

"The US policy of unilateralizm in
the region constitutes a real threat to
regional states," Iranian Foreign Minis-
ter Kamal Kharrazi said, winding up a
three-day visit to India, which has long-
standing ties with Iran.

"The ultimate goal...is to destabilize
countries in theregion," Kharrazi said in
a speech at the Indian Council of World
Affairs, a New Delhi think-tank.

The United States suspects Iran of
developing atomic weapons and has
not ruled out military action against
the Gulf nation. Iran has repeatedly
warned the United States not to attack
its nuclear facilities, saying talks with
European nations might produce a deal
to defuse the dispute. US President
George W Bush is currently in Europe
pressing his trans-Atlantic allies to
step up pressure on Iran and Syria,
seen by Washington as repressive re-
gimes.

But Iran, dubbed by Bush as the
"world's primary sponsor of terror”, said
itdidnotexpecta US attack on its nuclear
facilities. "We are not perceiving any
American attack... (but) we are capable
enough to defend ourselves," Kharrazi
said.

"We are facing pressure...which seeks
to deprive us of peaceful use of nuclear

energy. But we shall not give up our
national interests."

Kharrazi also hit out at Washington's
desire to promote democracy around the
world, especially in West Asia, saying it
could not be imposed on sovereign
nations.—MNA/Reuters

It was said that Cambodia and the
five nations agreed last week to begin a
feasibility study.

"We have a plan to practice a com-
mon visa as European countries are do-
ing," The Cambodia Daily quoted the

Japan, Pakistan agree to boost tie

Tokyo 23 Feb— Japanese Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi and visiting
Pakistani Foreign Minister Khurshid
Mehmood Kasuri met on Tuesday and
agreed to boost bilateral ties.

Kasuri expressed willingness to boost

gministry's Secretary of State Thong
Khon as saying.

"If you get a [Greater Mekong
Subregion] visain Cambodia or any one
of [the other] countries, you will be able
to travel freely," he added.

Thong Khon hopes that a single visa

needing additional visas, local media reported on Tuesga

will help attract even more visitors. The
number of tourists arriving in Cambodia
increased from about 800,000 in 2003 to
one million in 2004.

"With a common visa and improve-
ment of transportation access, Cambo-
diaexpects to reach six million tourists a
year by 2010," Thong Khon said.

Asia Development Bank tourism
projectdirector Tith Chandtha predicted
that the heads of states of the six nations
will approve a plan for a single visa by
the end of 2005. — MNA/Xinhua

bilateral relations with Japan and pre-
sented Koizumi with Pakistani postage
stamps issued to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of Japan's foreign aid to the country,
Kyodo Newsreported, citing govern-
ment officials . Kasuri also praised Ja-
pan's efforts to help Afghanistan rebuild
and stabilize itself, including five billion
US dollars in aid Japan has pledged,
saying issues related to Afghanistan
directly affect neighbouring Pakistan.
Pakistan considers Japan's aid for
Afghanistan as indirect assistance to
Pakistan, Kasuri was quoted as telling
Koizumi. Kasuri met later in the day
with Japanese Foreign Minister
Nobutaka Machimura — MNA/Xinhua

Lord Goldsmith expressed his doubts
to Prime Minister Tony Blair, Washing-
ton's staunchest ally in Iraq, in a docu-
ment on 7 March, 2003, the paper said.

The newspaper said the British
Government was so concerned about le-
gal challenges to war that it set up a team
of lawyers to prepare for any action in an
international court. The Guardian said it

=i * A

Dry bushes and trees in Singapore seen recently, enduring one of its drie
hottest periods on recOore:INTERNET

based its report on a book to be published

Lawyer warned US-led invasion
of Iraq would be illegal

Lonpon, 23 Feb— The British Government's top lawyer warned less than
two weeks before the US-led invasion of Iraq that military action could be
illegal, the Guardian newspaper reported on Wednesday.

this week called "Lawless World", by law
professorand lawyer Philippe Sands, who
shares the London offices of the prime
minister's barrister wife, Cherie Booth.
"So concerned was the government about
the possibility of such a case that it took
steps to put together alegal team to prepare
forpossibleinternational litigation," Sands
wrote in an extract of his book published in
the Guardian.— MNA/Reuters

L
- - =

L X =

The Minnesota National Guard also
reported that two more soldiers, from
the same Montevideo-based Guard unit,
were injured in Monday's attack.

One soldier was treated and returned
to duty; the other was in stable condi-
tion at a hospital in Germany, the Guard
said. Their identities weren't released.

Killed in Monday's attack were 1st Lt.
Jason Timmerman, 24, of Tracy; Staff Sgt.
David Day, 25, of St. Louis Park; and Sgt
Jesse Lhotka, 24, of Alexandria. They were
stamabers of C Company, 1st Battalion,

151st Field Artillery, and had been as-

Two other Minnesota soldiers
hurt in fatal blast in Iraq

BagHpAD, 23 Feb — Military authorities on Wednesday confirmed the
deaths of three Minnesota soldiers in an attack in Iraq.

signed to a military police brigade in Iraq.

The Guard said the men were on
routine patrol in Baghdad at about 8:15
am Monday when one of the military
vehicles was involved in an accident that
injured the two Minnesota Guard mem-
bers. The convoy stopped to help those
soldiers, and the roadside bomb then
detonated, killing Timmerman, Day and
Lhotka. That account differed slightly
from an earlier Defence Department re-
lease that said the convoy had been halted
by an accident caused by a civilian
vehicle.—Internet
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Philippine President vows tqg;
wipe out corruption

ManiLa , 23 Feb — Philippine President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo Tues
day vowed to wipe out corruption which she said is the root of poverty an

e

hampering the country’s economic growth and hurting people.

In a speech marking
the 19th anniversary of the
“People Power” uprising
against former President
Ferdinand Marcos, Arroy
said that the Philippine
people are still suffering
from “the chains of pov-
erty, injustice, and oppres-
sion”.

“To achieve real free-

dom, we need to be free
from corruption,” said
Arroyo at the People
Power Monument along
EDSA axis highway in
Metro Manila, which was
the venue of the 1986 up-
rising against Marcos and
2001 uprising against
president Joseph Estrada.
“That’s why we need a

new revolution that is
peaceful and borne out of
unity like EDSA 1and2,”
she saidinreference to the
two events. Arroyo said
the culture of corruption
thathad pervaded the sys-
tem had hampered eco-
nomic growth and de-
prived the people of basic
services.—MNA/Xinhua

Reception celebrates China-Latin America friendship

BeuwinG, 23 Feb— A reception was held here on Tuesday to celebrate the

progress of China’s relationship with Latin America in 2004.

Eighty diplomats
from 12 Latin American
and Caribbean countries
attended the reception
hosted by the Chinese
People’s Association for
Friendship with Foreign
Countries (CPAFFC)

and the China-Latin
America Friendship As-
sociation.

Li Xiaolin, the
CPAFFC’s vice-presi-
dent, said the Sino-Latin
American relationship
entered a new phase in

2004, as Chinese Presi-
dent Hu Jintao visited
Brazil, Argentina, Chile
and Cuba, and the heads
of state of Brazil, Ar-
gentina and Venezuela
paid visits to China.
MNA/Xinhua

Sinopec online purchase
exceeds 100b yuan

DHL to sponsor
4th East Asian
Games in Macao

(ScarHub

Beuing, 23 Feb— Sinopec, China’s leading ol
manufacturer, said Tuesday that its online logisticg
purchases since 2000 had totalled more than 1(
billion yuan (12.1 billion US dollars), saving its|

Honc Kong, 23 Feb
— DHL, the world’s
leading express and lo-
gistics company, an-

—

purchase cost by 5.2 billion yuan.

In2004 alone, the com-
pany’s online purchases
were valued at 48.2 billion
yuan, a company official
said.

By last year, all
Sinopec subsidiaries had
implemented online pur-
chasing.

The company encour-
ages open bidding online,
which helps various sub-

sidiaries cut costs.

The official said a total
of 23 subsidiaries publi-
cized their purchase plans
online last year, involving
168 orders for raw materi-
als and equipment. Online
logistics purchasing makes
the procedure more trans-
parent and makes supervi-
sion more effective, he
said. — MNA/Xinhua

StarHub Ltd, the smallest of Singapore’s three mobile phone operatd
narrowed its quarterly net loss on 23 Feb, 2005 as it gained market sha
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nounced here Tuesday its
sponsorship of the 4th
East Asian Games in
Macao, the largest inter-
national sports event that
has ever been hosted by
the Macao SAR.

The sponsorship
agreement was signed by
Manuel Silverio, board

"%hairman of the Macao
[Sth East Asian Games
Organizing Committee

Italy makes fresh
appeal for Iraq

hostage’s release

RoME, 23 Feb—Italy’s
President Carlo Azeglio
Ciampi has made a fresh
appeal to the kidnappers of
Giuliana Sgrena, the Italian
journalist held hostage in
Iraqforthe pastthree weeks.

“I call on those who are
holding herhostage, release
her. Release her,” Mr
Ciampi said.

Mr Ciampi made the
appeal during a ceremony
at the presidential palace in

Car bomber attacks US
checkpoint in Irag’s Ramadi

Ramapi, 23 Feb—A car bomb blew up at a US military checkpoint in the
western Iraqgi city of Ramadi on Wednesday but there were no immediat

reports of casualties.

Witnesses said a car
drove toward the check-
pointin the Sofiya district
of the city and blew up
with US troops standing
nearby. US Marines oper-
ating in Ramadi had no
immediate information on
the attack.

Earlier this week the
1st Marine Expeditionary
Force, backed by Iraqi

troops, launched a secu-
rity sweep in Ramadi and
other nearby towns to try
to crush insurgents holed
up in the area.

Ramadi, 68 miles west
of Baghdad, has essen-
tially been in guerrilla
hands for much of the past
year. Many rebels who
had setup abaseinnearby
Fallujah fled to Ramadi

and other towns in Iraq’s
restive western Anbar
province after a US offen-
sive on Fallujah last
November.

Anbar, which stretches
to the borders with Syria,
Saudia Arabiaand Jordan,
has been a hotbed of the
Sunni Muslim-led insur-
gency over the past 18
months. —Internet

Singapore
implements
Infocomm Security

L Masterplan

SINGAPORE, 23 Feb—
Singapore will invest
some 38 million Singapore
dollars (about 23 million
US dollars) in three years
to implement the
Infocomm Security
Masterplan, Deputy Prime
Minister Tony Tan said
Tuesday. Speaking at a
domestic infocomm secu-
rity seminar, Tan stressed
that cyber attacks pose a
potential threat to the is-

Rome at which he awarded
one of Italy’s top civilian
honours to the Italian Red
Cross for its work in Iraq.

“At this time Iraq
evokes in our minds and in
our hearts the dramatic ab-
duction of the journalist
Giuliana Sgrena,” he said.

To her family, I want to
reiterate the solidarity of all
the Italian people.”

Mr Ciampi had earlier
hosted Ms Sgrena’s elderly
parents, hercompanion Pier
Scolair and directors of her
newspaper, Il Manifesto, at
the presidential palace.

The meeting came 19
days after Ms Sgrena’s
kidnap in Baghdad while
on assignment for the
communist daily.

Internet

An Iragi woman walks past a British soldier patrolling a street in the Irg

southern city of Basra recently.

INTERNET

land state as the develop-
ment of the country de-
pends heavily on the cyber
networks and infocomm

..! | technology.

“Because Singapore is

so connected and net-

+| worked, a comprehensive

plan for Singapore’s
infocomm security is vital
to prevent our economy
and society frombeing dis-
rupted in the event of an
attack on our infocomm
infrastructure,” Tan
said.The plan aims to
strengthen Singapore’s ca-
pabilities in three areas,
including information pro-
tectionand risk mitigation,
situational awareness and
contingency planning as
giell as the development
of human and intellectual
capital.— MNA/Xinhua

(MEAGOC), and Vin-
cent Pao, station man-
ager of DHL Express
(Macao) Limited. Also
attending the ceremony
were Helmut Rausch,
Deputy Consul General
of Germany (Head of
Economics and Trade
Section) and Tony Un,
Chairman of the Ger-
man-Macao Business
Association.

Kelly Yu, General
Manager, DHL Express
Hong Kong, said, “DHL
is proud to be able to
play anactive partin sup-
porting the Macao 2005,
4th East Asian Games.
Events such as this pro-
vide invaluable opportu-
nities for exchanges
within the region,
thereby fuelling the mo-
mentum of cooperation
on all fronts.”

The East Asian
Games, launched in
1993, aim to encourage
sports and cultural ex-
changes between the
National Olympic Com-
mittees in the East Asian
region. Participating at
the Macao 2005, 4th East
Asian Games will be
athletes from China,
Hong Kong SAR, Japan,
South Korea, Taibei,
Macao SAR, Guam and
Mongolia.

MNA/Xinhua
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YANGON, 24 Feb — A
ceremony to present prizes
to winners in the World
Series International Se-
pak TakrawChampion-
ships-2005 (Myanmar)
was held at the National
Indoor Stadium-1
(Thuwunna), here, this
morning.

Among the spectators
were  Chairman  of
Myanmar Olympic
Committee Minister for
Sports Brig-Gen Thura Aye
Myint, Chairman of the
Committee for Ensuring
Successof Myanmar Sports
Yangon Mayor Brig-Gen
Aung TheinLin, presidents
and officials of Myanmar
sports federations,
Honorary Patron of

Myanmar Women’s Sports
Federation Daw Khin Than
Nwe and members of the
Panel of Patrons, officials
of the InternationalSepak
Takraw Federation, the
president and members of
Asian Sepak Takraw
Federation, President of
Myanmar Sepak Takraw
Federation U Chit Khaing
and executives, members
of jury and panel of judges,
athletes of Japan, Korea,
Malaysia, Pakistan,
Singapore, Thailand, the
Philippines and host
Myanmar, coaches and
guests. Before the
ceremony, final matches of
the women’s and men’s
regu event and women’s
and men’s doubles events

were held.

Honorary Patron of
MWSF Daw Khin Than
Nwe presented first and
second prizes to Thai
team, Myanmar (A) team
respectively and joint
third prize to Korean and
Myanmar (B) teamsin the
women’s triple event.

Afterwards, President
of MWSF Daw Aye Aye
awarded first and second
prizes to Thai team and
Myanmar (A) team and
joint third prize to Korean
and Myanmar (B) teams
in the women’s doubles
event. Next, President of
MSF U Chit Khaing gave
away first and second
prizes to Thai team and
Malaysian team and joint

Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aye Myint presents the first prize for the men'’s

XD

double event to Myanmar (B) Team.mNa

third prize to Myanmar (A)
and Myanmar (B) teams
in the men’s triples event.

Later, Minister Brig-

Gen Thura Aye Myint
presented firstand second
prizes to Myanmar (B)
team and Myanmar (A)

team and joint third prize
to Thai and Singapore
teams in the men’s doubles
event. — MNA

AirAsia hopes Subang Airport will be picked

KuaLa LumpuRr, 23 Feb
— Southeast Asia’s big-
gest low-cost carrier

.

AirAsia said on Tuesday
it remains hopeful the

Malaysian Government

will decide in favour of
Subang Airport, the
former main airport, fora

o

AirAsia passenger plane, left, arrives as another parked at the Kuala Lu
International Airport in Sepang, Malaysia, on 21 Feb, 2005.

INTERNET

planned low-cost terminal
rather than the new Kuala
Lumpur International Air-
port (KLIA).

“It looks tough but we
are hopeful,” a senior
AirAsia official told AFP
on condition of anony-
mity.

The government was
expected to make a deci-
sion on the issue during a
regular Cabinet meeting
on Wednesday amid in-
creasing speculation it will
opt for the newly built
KLIA about 30 miles
south of the capital.

AirAsia began opera-
tions at Subang Airport
butmoved to KLIA inJuly
2002 in line with the gov-
ernment’s plan to make

IA the main gateway
for Malaysia.

AirAsia had since

beenin talks with the gov-
ernment to allow it to re-
turn to Subang Airport
and turn it into a dedi-
cated hub for low cost
carriers as it would allow
the carrier to keep ex-
penses down.

The official said if
AirAsia was given the
green light to operate out
of Subang, it would allow
the company “to grow
faster” but was resigned
to the fact that it may not
happen.

“We will abide by the
government decision.
What is important is that
a final conclusion will
come out Wednesday. We
will make it work if we
have to stay at KLIA,” he
added.

Chief Executive Of-
ficer Tony Fernandes on

as new low cost hub

Monday downplayed con-
cerns that AirAsia would
suffer if the government
decided to keep the car-
rier at KLIA.

“Either way, it will be
good news for AirAsia,”
Fernandes said.

AirAsia said Monday
that earnings rose sharply
in the three months to De-
cember and announced
that it would buy an addi-
tional 20 new Airbusair-
craft— raising its previ-
ous order to 100.

Thecarrier said its three
months to December net
profit rose 12 million dol-
lars from 10.5 million in
the previous quarter as
sales rose 55 per cent to
178.6 million ringgit due
to a strong pickup in de-
mand.

MNA/AFP

R&D drive helps produce more
milk for Chinese

Beuing, 22 Feb— An official with China’s
Ministry of Science and Technology said on her
Monday that his ministry, together with the Minis-
try of Agriculture, poured 405 million yuan (48.8
million US dollars) into research and developmen

Shaanxi exports $957m
electromechanical products

XI'AN, 22 Feb — Northwest China’s Shaanx
Province reported a 25-per cent record growth of|
electromechanical products export in the past
2004, with the total volume hitting 957million
US dollars, said the provincial department of

commerce.

The commerce de-
partment said in 2004,
Shaanxi’s trade volume
of electromechanical
productsreached 1.79 bil-
lion dollars, a year-on-
year growth of 24.6 per
cent, accounting for about
49 per cent of the prov-
ince’s total trade volume.
The province also im-

ported 836-million-value | the growth of export in | expensive one in the field | grammes while thatof poul- e »

of electromechanical | the state-owned compa- | since the founding of the | try was 16.1 kilogrammes, | Bangkok has shifted nine centimetres and Phuket,

products last year. nies is lower than 22 per | People’s Republic of | both of which were similar seen here, 32 centimetres because of the 26
Private companies are | cent. China in 1949. tothosein developed coun- December earthquake that measured 9.0 on the

emerging as a major pro-

ducerof electromechani-
cal products in Shaanxi
Province, said the depart-
ment.

Statistics show that
the province’s private
companies exported 228-
million-dollar electrome-
chanical products in
2004, 139 per cent more
than that in 2003, while

MNA/Xinhua

in dairy industry in the past three years.

The investment con-
tributed 15-per-cent in-
crease in dairy production
and 5.918 billion yuan
worth of added income for
farmers, he added.

Guo Zhiwei, who
oversees the projectonkey
technologies of dairy in-
dustry, said the projecthas
been the largest and most

Since 2002, the minis-

try has organized public
bidding for 26 research and
development subjects,
which attracted 76 compa-
nies, universities and re-
search institutions, includ-
ing the country’s top ten
diary producers. Statistics
showed that in 2002, aver-
age per capita share of meat
in China was 51.17 kilo-

tries. —MNA/Xinhua

Richter Scale.d~TERNET
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Now, “globalization” is very common in the
world. It is the result of the development of mod-
ern capitalism as well as the emergence of the
global market created by the modern capitalism.
Business done with the use of information tech-
nology, modern communication systems, and mod-
ern computers has been named digital business.
And it is also named new economy on the basis of
the characteristics of the digital business.

In such a time, it is essential for the backward
developing countries to be able to choose the most
appropriate way, through which they could intro-
duce capitalism (market-oriented economic sys-
tem and democracy) at home with least suffering
and adversity. It is because they may face evil
consequences due to hasty practice of alien life-
styles when their societies are not ready.

The world people have encountered evil con-
sequences owing to the practice of the two ex-
tremes. One extreme was that a developing nation
without thriving capitalism immediately introduced
socialism at home. It was the mistake resulting
from the leftist extreme as the nation would like
to become a paradise in no time. The economi-
cally and politically centralized socialism met its
end as it could not compete with capitalism at all.
It was indeed its total failure to follow the social
science which says a developing country can in-
troduce modern science socialism only through the
highest level of capitalism. Socialist countries
therefore had to choose the correct way after re-
vitalizing the industrialist capitalism first.

Another extreme was that old socialist coun-
tries and some developing countries in their bid to
transform themselves into democratic ones directly
and immediately copied the western democracy. It
was the rightist extreme and they were not capa-
ble of assessing the prevailing situations of their
societies. It was a tangible proof that some eastern
European countries that tried to copy western de-
mocracy directly got into great troubles and mis-
ery and collapsed following bloody conflicts
among the people. In fact, the US and western
European nations had to take time lasting several
generations to make themselves fully democratic.
It is just like building castles in the air that a
developing country, whose background history,
culture, traditions and customs are quite different
from the US and western European countries, at-
tempting to copy the western democracy. The US
and its allies are applying pressure on developing
countries to directly copy their democracy, and it
is merely their dishonest attempt to keep follow-
ers. The US and its allies have invaded Afghani-
stan and Iraq to install democracy in the latter,
resulting in the deaths and sufferings of innocent
klocal people daily.

To be able to avert the undesirable effects of the
two extremes, the developing countries are to choose
the most suitable way that is in conformity with
respective lifestyles so as to march towards democ-
racy.

The ASEAN nations, the People’s Republic of
China and the Republic of Korea have been able to
avoid the possible dangers of the two extremes.

Now, Myanmar is on the correct path leading to
democracy free from the ill effects of the two ex-
tremes. The most fundamental factor to flourish
genuine democracy in a nation is the development
of its productive forces with a high living standard
of the entire people with high intellectual power. It
does not concern with personal affairs of anyone.
The western democracies are applying economic
sanctions on Myanmar, causing a great hindrance to

(" The mass demonstration that tooR
place in China in 1989 was triggered by
those who made demands for a stop t
corrupt practices rather than for de-
mocracy. Japan, Taiwan, the Republig
of Korea, and Singapore were not copy|

Human societies never discard their re
spective traditions that they have pre-
served continuously, and they will try to

ing the styles of the US and Europe.

Aung Moe San

China should classify its people to vote — direct
representation for urban areas where educated peo-
ple lived and indirect representation for rural areas
where uneducated people did. He discouraged the
western world from putting pressure on China to
make political reforms. It was because China should
not face a collapse like the Soviet Union, other-
wise, it would have an adverse impact on the entire
Asia. China had faced an upheaval for about 150
years after the fall of Qing Dynasty. Such confu-
sion would cause a hindrance to the economy of
Asia and the world. In the next 20 years, east Asia
will become developed ones. But it would not be
so if China collapsed. Priority should be given to
long-term interests of China. China would never
make retrogressive changes, but modern technolo-
gies would push her to advance.

Mr Lee Kuan Yew added that the mass demon-
stration that took place in China in 1989 was
triggoved by those who made demands for a stop
O to corrupt practices rather than for democracy.
Japan, Taiwan, the Republic of Korea, and Singa-
pore were not copying the styles of the US and
| Europe. Human societies never discard their re-
spective traditions that they have preserved con-
tinuously, and they will try to improve their present
conditions. They may practise the western style if
it contributed towards the development of their
economy. Some nations that copied the US style
could not make any progress. Either in times of

Jmprove their present conditions. )

the building of basic foundations needed for the emer-
gence of a democratic nation. It is much like giving
poison instead of medicine.

The broadcasting stations under the influence of
western democracies are repeatedly citing the speech
delivered in the Senate by the recently-appointed US
State Secretary, saying that Myanmar was a dictator-
ship. They were praising her speech as if it was the
sermon of a saint that had never been delivered in
the world. Their activities were indeed like the say-
ing that goes “Grapes are sour” or “To throw dust at
forbidden meat”.

It was a noteworthy view in the address of the
former Singaporean Prime Minister Mr Lee Kuan
Yew, concerning the point that with its allies the US
is intruding into other nations and interfering in their
international affairs under the pretext of democracy
to make them its followers. In his speech, the
Singaporean Prime Minister said that with respect to
democracy reforms, even democracy pioneers, the
US and Britain, introduced democracy in their coun-
tries without the universal suffrage. Firstly, the rich
had the rights to vote, and then the educated. Later,
the countries became rich and the people had intel-
lectual power, and then the blue collar workers too
had the rights to vote. Nowadays, a giant nation like

adversity or prosperity in Asia, the role of an indi-
vidual is never more valuable than society; the
society is more valuable than the individual. He thought
that point saved Asia from falling into troubles.

He said that the human rights declaration was
drawn by the allies that won the World War II.
Some signatories to that declaration did not believe
the points. Chinese Kuomintang Government signed
the declaration just for the US assistance in the
fight against the communists. So, the declaration
was just in conformity with the wishes of the con-
querors. The remaining UN member nations signed
the declaration just as witnesses. However, the situ-
ation would be different if nations would be pro-
vided with assistance only when they had human
rights. Now, the international community reviewed
he said the human rights declaration.

Therefore, no matter how foreign countries are
putting pressure on Myanmar, the entire national
people are to stay away from the two extremes and
to make combined and harmonious endeavours to
see to successful implementation of the State’s
seven-point Road Map that was adopted in con-
formity with Myanmar lifestyle for transforming the
nation into a discipline-flourishing democratic one.

(Translation: MS)
Myanma Alin, Kyemon - 24. 2. 2005

Thailand’s Thongchai, England’s Matthew share 67 in Myanmar Open

T Y ANGON, Among the specta-
24 Feb tors were President of
The Myan- | MGF Maj-Gen Win
mar Open | Hlaing (Retd), General
Golf Tour- | Secretary U Aung Kyi,

nament, co-
organized by Myanmar
PGA and Myanmar Golf
Federation and mainly
sponsored by Rothmans
of Pall Mall Myanmar
Pte Ltd, was held at
Danyingon Gold Course
of Yangon Golf Club,
here, this morning.

professional golfer U
Chan Han and executives
and guests.

After the first
round, Thailand’s
Thongchai Jaidee began
his title defence of the
Myanmar Open by cruis-
ing to his familiar place
at the top of the leader

board after an opening
five-under-par 67 each
today.

In-form Thongchai
was joined at the top by
former European Tour
regular England’s Mat-
thew Cort.

Chinese Taipei’s
Yeh Chang-ting could
have eclipsed Thongchai’s
start but double bogeyed
his last hole for a 68 to
share third place with
compatriot Sung Mao-

chang who sank Swede
Olle Nordberg, and Thai
veteran Boonchu Ruangkit.
Co-sponsors of the
tournament are Myanmar
Airways International,
Sedona Hotel, Srixon,
Myanmar Brewery Ltd,
Canon and Max
Myanmar. It was organ-
ized by Han Event Man-
agement and Octagon.
The second round
of the tournament contin-
ues tomorrow. —MNA

-
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Staff carrying out decoration and preparation
tasks at booths of Defence Services Museum on

Shwedagon Pagoda Road for holding the 60th
Anniversary Armed Forces Day Exhibitionmsi




National Convention...

(from page 16)
panel of chairmen have submitted three days in a row
excerpts of the delegates’ proposals for laying down
detailed basic principles for sharing of legislative power
to be included in the framing of the State Constitute.
The respective groups of the delegates are to seek
approvals of the most suitable ones out of the propos-

NCCC
Joint-
Secretary-2
U Myint

Thein.

il -
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als. The NC will adopt the detailed basic principles for
delegation of legislative powers with the approved pro-
posals. Then, continued discussions will be made for
laying down the detailed basic principles for division
of administrative and judicial powers.

The smooth completion of each sector mainly rests
on combined efforts of the NCCC, the Work Commit-
tee and the Management Committee as well as on the
harmonious participation of the delegates.

The delegates are to be armed with perseverance,
diligence and nationalistic fervour and correct sense in
a bid to surmount the acts of the internal and external
destructive elements that are resorting to all the possi-
ble ways and means to wreck the National Convention.
In conclusion, the NCCC chairman called on them to
see to successful completion of the NC.

The NCCC secretary reported on forming of sup-
porting teams of respective groups of delegates, pro-
grammes for entertainment and welfare services for the
delegates, and issuing of NC delegates record book
and general matters.

The Work Committee chairman dealt with work
progress in submitting and discussing the proposals by
respective groups of delegates concerning the Work
Committee’s clarifications for laying down the detailed
basic principles for sharing of legislative power to be

— :
NCCC

Secretary

Minister
for Infor-
mation
Brig-Gen
Kyaw

Hsan.

MNA
-

included in the writing of the State Constitution. The
Management Committee chairman gave an account of
entertainment and welfare services and health care
concerns for the convenience of the delegates. Those
present made a general round of discussions on general
matters.

The NCCC chairman assessed the reports and de-
livered concluding remarks. — MNA

FM sends felicitations )
to Kuwait

YANGON, 25 Feb— On the occasion of the
National Day of the State of Kuwait, which falls
on 25 February, 2005, U Nyan Win, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, has sent
a message of felicitations to His Excellency Dr
Mohammad Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Minister

Lof Foreign Affairs of the State of Kuwait. —MNA

Military Code of Conduct &

Extempore Talks Contests continue

YANGON, 24 Feb — The Military Code of Con-
duct and Extempore Talks Contests (Central Level) to
mark the 60th Anniversary Armed Forces Day contin-
ued for the third day at the designated places this
morning. The oral contest of private level Military Code
of Conduct was held at the hall of Yangon Command
Headquarters and the extempore talks contest at the
halls of the Ministry of Defence (Chawdwingon).

Present on the occasions were officers and other
ranks of the Ministry of Defence, members of the or-
ganizing committee and members of the pane of

Panel of chairmen, delegates of peasant discuss compilation of paper

YANGON, 24 Feb — The
meeting of the panel of
chairmen of the delegates
of peasant and five repre-
sentatives took place at the
meeting hall No 4 of
Nyaunghnapin Camp in
Hmawby Township this
afternoon for compilation
of the delegates’ propos-
als concerning the NCC
Work Committee chair-
man’s clarification to lay
down detailed basic prin-
ciples for distribution of
the legislative power to be
included in the framing of
the State Constitution.

Members of the panel of chairmen and delegates of peasant hold discussiens.—

judges.— MNA

Present on the occasion
were members of the panel
of chairmen and five rep-
resentatives of the del-
egates of peasant. U Kan
Nyunt of Sagaing Division
presided over the discus-
sion together with mem-

bers of the panel of chair-
men U Tin Maung Kyaw
of Magway Division, U
Kyi Tint of Ayeyawady
Division, U Mya Aye of
Yangon Division and U
Sai Tint Aung of Shan
State (North). Deputy Di-

rector U Myint Kyaing
acted as master of ceremo-
nies and Assistant Direc-
tor Daw Myint Sein as co-
master of ceremonies.

U Kan Nyunt of Sagaing
Division gave a speech. U
Chit Than of Sagaing Di-

vision read out the paper
on the clarification of the
NCC Work Committee
Chairman. Those present
took part in the discussions.
Later, the discussion chair-
man gave concluding
remarks.— MNA

Representatives-elect delegate group, intellectuals and intelligentsia delegate group read papers

YANGON, 24 Feb — At
the respective meeting
rooms in Nyaunghnapin
Camp in Hmawby Town-
ship, Yangon Division, to-
day, representatives-elect
delegate group and intel-
lectuals and intelligentsia
delegate group presented
papers on the clarifications
made by the National
Convention Convening

Work Committee Chair-
man to lay down detailed
basic principles concern-
ing the sharing of legisla-
tive power to be included
in drafting the constitution.

Representatives-elect
delegate group held at the
meeting hall No 2, pre-
sided over by U Law Hsin
Kwan of Kokang Democ-
racy and Unity Party to-

gether with U San Tha
Aung of Mro or Khami
National Solidarity Or-
ganization and U Maung
Gyi of Union Pa-O Na-
tional Organization as al-
ternative chairmen.

The master of ceremo-
nies announced the meet-
ing valid as 13 participants
out of the total of 13 at-
tended it.

Members of the panel of chairmen and delegates of representatives-elect
compilation for proposal.—mNa

The discussion of members of the panel of chairmen and delegates of
intellectuals and intelligentsia in progress.mna

Meeting Chairman U
Law Hsin Kwan made an
address.

Representative-elect
delegate of Thangtlan
Township constituency Dr
Hmu Htan read out the pa-
per of the delegate group.
The chairman sought the
approval of the meeting.
iShuskelegates of the meet-
ing supported the paper.

Intellectuals and intelli-
gentsia delegate group
held at the meeting hall
No 6, presided over by U
Khin Zaw together with U
Hla Myint and U Tin
Hlaing as alternative chair-
man. The master of cer-
emonies announced the
meeting valid as 56 del-
egates out of the total of
56 attended it.

Meeting Chairman U
Khin Zaw made an ad-
dress. Member of the
panel of alternative chair-
men U Tin Hlaing read out
the paper.

The meeting chairman
announced that the paper
was approved by the meet-
ing. He then gave the con-
cluding remarks.

MNA



8 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Friday, 25 February, 2005

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye plants a teak sapling in front of th%

briefing hall of Tin Win Tun Co in Kanbalu Townshipm~a

Records should be kept...
(from page 1)

At 2.30 pm, they arrived at the Thaphanseik Dam
in Kyunhla Township.

At the briefing hall, Minister for Agriculture and
Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay Oo briefed them on con-
struction of the facility, local rainfall, storage of wa-
ter in the dam and supply of water to plantations of
monsoon and summer paddy and other crops.

Director U Maung Maung Tin of the Irrigation
Department reported on inspection for durability of
the dam, flow of water into the dam, annual rainfalls
at watershed areas, measures for fire prevention for
deforestation at environs of the embankment and sup-
ply of irrigation facilities.

Commander Maj-Gen Tha Aye presented a re-
port, saying that the dam has irrigated over 800,000
acres of crops. Efforts are being made to irrigate up
to one million acres. More forest plantations will be
set up and the existing forests in Wuntho, Pinlebu
and Kawlin regions are being conserved and pro-
tected for water flow into the reservoir as targeted.

Minister for Forestry Brig-Gen Thein Aung re-
ported to Vice-Senior General Maung Aye on forest
conservation in watershed areas and an official of
Myanma Electric Power Enterprise on power gen-
eration of the facility.

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye said that if there
is any failure to irrigate crops as targeted, the reason
behind the failure should be analyzed to find the
answer to meet the target. Effective forest conserva-
tion as well as plantation is required in the water-
shed areas. Records should be kept to know the re-
lations between the rainfall of nearby townships in
the region and the inflow of water into the reservoir.
Abundant water inflow into the man-made lake will
help realize the irrigation and power generation tar-
gets. And only then will the aims of the dam be

= T
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye views saplings at teak nursery of

Tin Win Tun Co.—vNa

realized fully. Vice-Senior General Maung Aye and
party inspected the power control room and turbines
at Thaphanseik Hydel Power Plant. They also over-
saw water storage at the dam. After viewing the spill-
way, Vice-Senior General Maung Aye gave neces-
sary instructions.

N

and it has full capacity to generate electricity.

At 4 pm, they arrived at Kyebin-et Dam in
Kanbalu Township. In the briefing hall, Minister Maj-
Gen Htay Oo submitted reports on facts and data of
the dam and irrigation facilities for extended cultiva-
tion of monsoon and summer paddy, sugarcane and

mﬂl‘mﬂﬁ

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye hears reports on construction of Thaphanseik Dam by Minister for

Agriculture and Irrigation Maj-Gen Htay O0.-mNa

Thaphanseik Dam built near Thaphanseik Vil-
lage of Kyunhla Township was opened in April 2001.
Its earth embankment is 22,587 feet long and 108
feet high. The power plant was opened in June 2002.
There 10 megawatt generators were installed in the
plant to produce 30 megawatt.

The Dam can store 2.8 million cubic-feet of water.
Now, as the dam storing over 2.4 million acre-feet
of water has enough water to irrigate summer paddy

Brig-Gen Thein Aung.-»\a

other crops.

Director of Sagaing Division ID U Hoke Kyi
reported on breeding of fish in the dam with the
assistance of the Ministry of Livestock and Fisher-
ies. Commander Maj-Gen Tha Aye presented reports
on annual rainfall in the region and growing of trees
in the watershed areas. Vice-Senior General Maung
Aye gave necessary instructions.

(See page 9)
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye hears reports on facts about Sabei Natha speC|aI teak plantations in Kanbalu Township by Mlnlster for Forestry



briefing hall of Thaphanseik Dam.xwa

Records should
be kept...

(from page 8)
Kyebin-et Dam
was inaugurated in De-
cember 2001. It was built
with the purpose of sup-
plying water to 8,000

plantations in States and
Divisions, the plan to
grow teak plantations in
2005-2006, the special
teak plantation in
Kanbalu Township and
private teak plantations of
some countries.

In response,

The special teak
plantation is being nur-
tured in Kanbalu Town-
ship since 1998. Up to
2004, a total of 7,500
acres of teak plantation
have been set up.

Private compa-
nies are participating

—
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Vice-Senior General Maung Aye gives instructions to ministers at thevice-Senior General Maung Aye inspects power ¢

trol room of Thaphanseik Hydel Power Plantv~a

secretary of Sagaing Di-
vision USDA and execu-
tives, secretaries and
executives of Shwebo
District, Shwebo,
Kanbalu, YeU, KhinU,
Taze, Wetlet, Dabayin
and Kyunhla Township
USDAs, ward and village

ment of the division as-
sociation in its region.
Secretary-Gen-
eral Maj-Gen Htay Oo
and CEC member
Brig-Gen Thura Myint
Maung gave necessary
instructions and cordially
greeted them.— MNA

The spillway of Thaphanseik Dam built near Thaphanseik Village in Kyunhla Township.—°

acres of farmland in
Kanbalu Township and
greening tasks.

In 2003-2004, the
dam could irrigate 1,745
acres of monsoon paddy,
1,061 acres of summer
paddy and 2,004 acres of
sugarcane.

In 2004-2005,
2,665 acres of land have
been put under monsoon
paddy and 4,340 acres
under sugarcane.

In the evening,
they proceeded to the
block of special teak
plantation of Sabei Natha
reserved forest in
Kanbalu Township.

Minister for For-
estry Brig-Gen Thein
Aung reported on
arrangements for estab-
lishment of commercial
plantations, watershed
plantations, industrial
plantations and village
firewood plantations,
growing of over 130,000
acres of forest plantation
from 1989 to 2004,
establishment of teak

Vice-Senior General
Maung Aye instructed
them to systematically
safeguard and maintain
forest plantations accord-
ing to the existing forest
law, rules and regula-

tions.

In front of the
special teak plantation of
Tin Win Tun Co, Vice-
Senior General Maung
Aye planted a teak sap-
ling.

Next, they in-
spected the teak nursery
and thriving saplings.

in growing teak planta-
tions. In 2004-2005, Tin
Win Tun Co grew 200
acres of plantation; Shwe
Moe Tha Co 160 acres;
and Tun Myat Aung
Col160 acres.

In the evening,
Secretary-General of the
Union Solidarity and De-
velopment Association
Maj-Gen Htay Oo and
CEC member Brig-Gen
Thura Myint Maung,
who accompanied Vice-
Senior General Maung
Aye, met with the acting

organizers of Kanbalu
Township at the township
USDA Office.

Acting Secretary
Dr Win Myint Aung of
Sagaing Division USDA
reported on accomplish-

Storage of water at
Kyebin-et Dam in

Kanbalu Township,
Sagaing Division.

°
MNA

°""Reserved forests

inspected

YANGON, 24 Feb —
Director-General of the
Arid Zones Greening De-
partment U Tun Tun of the
Ministry of Forestry, from
18 to 21 February, in-
spected 1,295 acres of
catchment protection plan-
tation (2004-2005) and
preparations for growing
1,060 acres of catchment
protection plantation
(2005-2006) in Saigoung
reserved forestin Natmauk
Township, land prepara-
tions for 100 acres of
catchment protection plan-
tation (2005-2006) in
Kyaukpadaung Township,
250acres of catchment pro-
tection plantation (2004-
2005) in Thazi Township
and soil preparations for
100acres of catchment pro-
tection plantation in
Yupataung protected pub-
lic forest.

The director-general
gave instructions to the
officials on safeguarding
the plantations, arrange-
ments for fire preventative
measures, soil preparations
for 2005-2006 plantations
and meeting the set stand-
ard of the tasks. — MNA

NC delegates entertained

Y ANGON, 24 Feb —
Entertainment and Wel-
fare Subcommittee of
the National Convention
Convening Management
Committee is entertain-
ing the National Con-
vention delegates for

their rest and recreation
at Nyaung-hnapin Camp
in Hmawby Township
daily.

Yesterday evening,
the delegates were en-
tertained with the film
titled ‘“Thameeshin’ di-

rected by film directors
Khin Maung Oo and
Soe Thein Htut, starring
Yan Aung, Dwe, Khin
Than Nu, Cho Pyone,
Eindra Kyaw Zin and
Myo Thanda Tun.
MNA
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YANGON, 24 Feb — On behalf of the Panel of
the Alternate Chairman, U Mya Aye of the Delegates
of Peasants presented the panel of chairmen’s collec-
tion of excerpts from a compilation of suggestions pre-
sented by delegate groups and some delegates concern-
ing the laying down of detailed basic principles con-
cerning the distribution of legislative power in connec-
tion with other matters not stated in the legislative lists
of the Union, Region or State, and self-administered
division or zone leading bodies and legislative powers
for Union territories at the Pyidaungsu Hall of the
Nyaunghnapin Camp in Hmawby Township, Yangon
Division on 21 February.

The following is a translation of presentation made
by U Mya Aye.

I will now present a compilation of suggestions
presented by delegate groups and some delegates con-

The world today is advancing ana
changing in all aspects and our na
tion, too, needs to strive to achiev
progress like others. To be able to d
so, there may arise the need to ena
laws in addition to those enacted in
exercise of the legislative powers de

to the self-administered division and

of the unforeseeable circumstances i

Mro or Khami National Solidarity Organization said
that it has no further discussions on the sharing of the
legislative power that is vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
in connection with other matters not stated in the legis-
lative lists of the Union, Region or State, and self-ad-
ministered division or zone leading bodies and the ef-
fectiveness of the laws enacted by the hluttaws at all
levels and self-administered area leading bodies to del-
egate the legislative power to the Union territories.

Lahu National Development Party pointed out that
there may arise the need to enact laws in addition to
those enacted in exercise of the legislative powers
delegated to the respective Hluttaws and to the self-
administered division and zone leading bodies in con-
sideration of the unforeseeable circumstances in fu-
ture. If such occasion arises, legislative power should
be vested in the Pyithu Hluttaw made up of the repre-
sentatives from all over the country.

Union Kayin League said that it has no further
discussion on the point — Legislative power is vested
|, in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in connection with other
[ matters not stated in the legislative lists of the Union,
D Region or State, and self-administered division or zone
bt leading bodies — as the Work Committee Chairman’s

clarifications are comprehensive and complete.
Kokang Democracy and Unity Party said that it has
- no further discussions on the sharing of the Legislative

egated to the respective Hluttaws angl power that is vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in

connection with other matters not stated in the legisla-
tive lists of the Union, Region or State, and self-ad-

zone Ieading bodies in consideration ministered division or zone leading bodies and the

n taking effect of the laws enacted by different levels of
the Hluttaw and the self-administered area leading

future.
. J

cerning the laying down of detailed basic principles
concerning the distribution of legislative power in con-
nection with other matters not stated in the legislative
lists of the Union, Region or State, and self-adminis-
tered division or zone leading bodies.

At the plenary meeting held on 21 May 2004, the
Work Committee Chairman said, “The world today is
advancing and changing in all aspects and our nation,
too, needs to strive to achieve progress like others. To
be able to do so, there may arise the need to enact laws
in addition to those enacted in exercise of the legisla-
tive powers delegated to the respective Hluttaws and to
the self-administered division and zone leading bodies
in consideration of the unforeseeable circumstances in
future.

If such occasion arises, legislative power should be
vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw made up of the rep-
resentatives from all over the country. “Hence, Na-
tional Convention delegates are to discuss and make
suggestions on whether to lay down detailed basic prin-
ciples on 'Legislative power is vested in the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw in connection with other matters not stated in
the legislative lists of the Union, Region or State, and
self-administered division or zone leading bodies.”

Concerning the sector, National Unity Party said
that it finds the clarification made by the Work Com-
mittee Chairman regarding the matters on the Legisla-
tive power that is vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in
connection with other matters not stated in the legisla-
tive lists of the Union, Region or State, and self-ad-
ministered division or zone leading bodies comprehen-
sive and appropriate.

Union Pa-O National Organization said that a de-
tailed principle — the Legislative power is vested in
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in connection with other mat-
ters not stated in the legislative lists of the Union,
Region or State, and self-administered division or zone
leading bodies — should be laid down. And another
basic principle — The Pyidaungsu Hluttaw will have
to enact laws as and when necessary for Union territo-
ries — should also be laid down.

Moreover, the point — The existing laws are still in
force until they are revoked or amended by the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, and unless they are in contradic-
tion with the Constitution — should be laid down as a
detailed basic principle.

bodies to delegate the legislative power to the Union
territories.

‘Wa National Development Party said that the objec-
tives of the National Convention include the point —
flourishing of a genuine multiparty democracy system.
As the nation is formed under Union system, there are
powers delegated to the Pyidaungsu government, and
distributed to regions and states. The new constitution
will involve the delegation of the three sovereign pow-
ers of the State — the Legislative Power, the Executive
Power and the Judicial Power — to the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw, the highest hluttaw of the State, comprising the
Pyithu Hluttaw and the Amyotha Hluttaw.

The world today is advancing and changing in all
aspects and our nation, too, needs to strive to achieve
progress like others. To be able to do so, there may arise
the need to enact laws in addition to those enacted in
exercise of the legislative powers delegated to the re-
spective Hluttaws and to the self-administered division
and zone leading bodies in consideration of the unfore-
seeable circumstances in future. If such occasion arises,
legislative power should be vested in the Pyithu Hluttaw
made up of the representatives from all over the coun-
try. Thus, detailed basic principles concerning the matter
should be laid down.

Of the five proposed papers submitted by the del-
egate group of representatives-elect, which is one of
the eight delegate groups to the National Convention,
the proposed papers of the National Unity Party and
the Mro (a) Khami National Solidarity Organization
have been presented by the parties concerned, which
are members of the delegate group of political parties.
In like manner, it is found that other delegates con-
cerned submitted their proposals.

Representative-elect Dr Hmu Htan of Thantlan
Township constituency in Chin State, and Representa-
tive-elect U Aung Thein of Ywangan Township con-
stituency in Shan State said that as it was explained by
the Work Committee Chairman the detailed basic prin-
ciples concerning the matter ‘Legislative power is
vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in connection with
other matters not stated in the legislative lists of the
Union, Region or State, and self-administered division
or zone leading bodies’ should be laid down.

Representatives-elect U Tin Win of Kyaiklat Town-
ship constituency-2, U Thein Kyi of Taungdwingyi
Township constituency-1, U Hla Soe of Minbu Town-
ship constituency-2, U Mya Hlaing of Twantay Town-
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ship constituency-2, U Kyi Win of Mingaladon Town-
ship constituency-1 and U Tin Tun Maung of
Mingaladon Township constituency-2 pointed out that
the world today is advancing and changing rapidly in
all aspects requiring the State level to address the mat-
ters, and our nation, too, needs to strive to achieve
progress like others. To be able to do so, there may
arise the need to enact laws in addition to those en-
acted in exercise of the legislative powers delegated to
the respective Hluttaws and to the self-administered
division and zone leading bodies in consideration of
the unforeseeable circumstances in future. If such oc-
casion arises, legislative power should be vested in the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw made up of the representatives from
all over the country.

(" The new constitution will involve the)
delegation of the three sovereign power
of the State — the Legislative Powe
the Executive Power and the Judicia
Power — to the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, the|
highest hluttaw of the State, comprising
the Pyithu Hluttaw and the Amyotha
(Hluttaw.

J

The national race delegate group discussed that the
world today is advancing and changing daily in all
aspects and our nation, too, needs to strive to achieve
progress like others. To be able to do so, there may
arise the need to enact laws in addition to those en-
acted in exercise of the legislative powers delegated to
the respective Hluttaws and to the self-administered
division and zone leading bodies in consideration of
the unforeseeable circumstances in future. If such oc-
casion arises, legislative power should be vested in the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw made up of the representatives from
all over the country. Thus a detailed basic principle
‘Legislative power is vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
in connection with other matters not stated in the leg-
islative lists of the Union, Region or State, and self-
administered division or zone leading bodies’ should
be laid down.

Peasant delegate group said that the world today is
advancing and changing in all aspects and our nation,
too, needs to strive to achieve progress like others. To
be able to do so, there may arise the need to enact laws
in consideration of the unforeseeable circumstances in
future. Thus a detailed basic principle 'Legislative power
is vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in connection with
other matters not stated in the legislative lists of the
Union, Region or State, and self-administered division
or zone leading bodies’ should be laid down.

Worker delegate group said that the world today is
advancing and changing in all aspects and our nation,
too, needs to strive to achieve progress like others. To
be able to do so, there may arise the need to enact laws
in addition to those enacted in exercise of the legisla-
tive powers delegated to the respective Hluttaws and to
the self-administered division and zone leading bodies
in consideration of the unforeseeable circumstances in
(See page 11)




(from page 10)

future. If such occasion arises, legislative power should
be vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw made up of the
representatives from all over the country. Thus a de-
tailed basic principle 'Legislative power is vested in the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in connection with other matters
not stated in the legislative lists of the Union, Region
or State, and self-administered division or zone leading
bodies’ should be laid down.

Intellectuals and intelligentsia delegate group said that
the National Convention delegates are now in the proc-
ess of making efforts for laying down of detailed basic
principles to be put on the Union legislative list, region
or state legislative list, and the legislative list of the
leading bodies of the self-administered division or self-
administered zone. But there may arise the need to enact

National Convention delegates ar
now in the process of making effort
for laying down detailed basic princi-
ples to be put on the Union legislativ
list, region or state legislative list, an
the legislative list of the leading bodie
of the self-administered division or self
administered zone.

laws in addition to those enacted in exercise of the leg-
islative powers delegated to the respective Hluttaws and
to the self-administered division and zone leading bod-
ies in consideration of the unforeseeable circumstances
in future. And if such occasion arises, legislative power
should be vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw. Thus a
detailed basic principle ‘Legislative power is vested in
the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in connection with other mat-
ters not stated in the legislative lists of the Union, Re-
gion or State, and self-administered division or zone
leading bodies’ should be laid down.

State service personnel delegate group said that in
accord with the basic principles for Sate structure, and
the legislation, the constitution will delegate legislative
powers to the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, region or state
hluttaws and self-administered areas. But there may
arise unforeseeable circumstances in future. And to
address them in advance, legislative power should be
vested in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in connection with
other matters not stated in the legislative lists of the
Union, Region or State, and self-administered division
or zone leading bodies.

Other invited persons delegates group said that all
the 105 delegates of the group have agreed and sup-
ported the point — delegation of legislative power
concerning the matters not stated in the legislative lists
of the Union, Region or State, and self-administered
division or zone leading bodies — explained by the
Work Committee Chairman.

In connection with the basic principles to be laid
down for the legislative powers to Union territories on
grounds of the matters relevant to the sharing of legis-
lative power that shall be included in writing the State
constitution, I will continue to present the panel of
chairmen's collection of excerpts from the suggested
proposals submitted by some delegate groups to the
National Convention and from those by certain del-
egates to the National Convention.

At the Plenary Meeting of the National Convention
held on 21 May 2004, the Chairman of the National
Convention Convening Work Committee clarified that:
“The National Convention has laid down detailed basic
principles including ‘The State is constituted by
Pyidaungsu (Union) system’ and ‘The State is delin-
eated and constituted with the seven regions and seven
states’ in the ‘State Structure’.”

“According to the detailed basic principles already
laid down, if an area is designated as Union territory,
it will be under direct administration of the President
of the Union rather than under the administration of
the Region or State concerned, given its special situa-
tion.”

“Although the Union territories are under the direct
administration of the President of the Union, the laws en-
acted by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in accordance with the
legislative powers duly vested in it will be in force in these
territories as well since they are situated in the Union.”
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“According to the detailed basic principles laid down
by the National Convention, Union territories Hluttaw
representatives are not included in the Region Hluttaws
or State Hluttaws but are included only in the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, the highest legislative body com-
prising the Pyithu Hluttaw and Amyotha Hluttaw; as
such if the need arises to enact laws in the Union ter-
ritories in connection with matters for which legisla-
tive powers are delegated to the Region or State
Hluttaws or the self-administered division or zone lead-
ing bodies, legislative powers to do so should be vested
in the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw.”

“Hence, discussions and suggestions on whether to
lay down detailed basic principles are to be made con-
cerning the fact that Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall enact
the required laws if the need arises to do so for the
Union territories in connection with matters for which
legislative powers are delegated to the Region or State
Hluttaws or the self-administered division or zone lead-
ing bodies.”

As regards this clarification, the National Unity
Party, which is a member of the delegate group of
political parties, discussed that when it studied the
matters related to the enactment of law by the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw, it found that the Work Commit-
tee Chairman's clarifications on the following matters:
— the delegation of legislative power to the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw in connection with other matters not stated on
the legislative lists of the Union, Region or State, and
the leading bodies of Self-administered Division or
Zone; and
— the delegation of legislative powers to the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw for Union territories — are com-
plete and satisfactory.

The Union Pa-O National Organization discussed
that detailed basic principles should be laid down on
the fact that the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw should enact nec-
essary law for Union territories when the need arises.

The Mro (a) Khami National Solidarity Organiza-
tion discussed that it agreed to Work Committee Chair-
man's clarifications including the delegation of legisla-
tive powers to the self-administered division or zone
leading bodies.

The Lahu National Development Party discussed
matters related to the legislative powers for Union ter-
ritories. It said the Union territories are under the direct
administration of the President of the Union, and that
laws enacted by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw in accordance
with the legislative powers duly vested in it will there-
fore be in force in these territories as well since they
are situated in the Union.

It also agreed to the fact that Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
shall enact the required laws if the need arises to do so
for the Union territories in connection with matters for
which legislative powers are delegated to the Region
or State Hluttaws or the self-administered division or
zone leading bodies.

The Union Kayin League discussed that detailed
basic principles should be laid down as regards the fact
that Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall enact the required laws
if the need arises to do so for the Union territories in
connection with matters for which legislative powers
are delegated to the Region or State Hluttaws or the
self-administered division or zone leading bodies.

The Kokang Democracy and Unity Party discussed
that as clarified by the Work Committee Chairman, it
agreed to the delegation of legislative power to the
self-administered division or zone leading bodies; the
delegation of legislative power in connection with other
matters not stated on the legislative lists of the Union,
Region or State, and the leading bodies of Self-admin-
istered Division or Zone; the legislative powers to Union
territories; the coming into force of the laws enacted
by Hluttaws at different levels and self-administered
division or zone leading bodies.

The Wa National Development Party discussed that
detailed basic principles should be laid down as re-
gards the fact that Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall enact the
required laws if the need arises to do so for the Union
territories in connection with matters for which legis-
lative powers are delegated to the Region or State
Hluttaws or the self-administered division or zone lead-
ing bodies.

Of the five proposed papers submitted by the del-
egate group of representatives-elect, which is one of
the eight delegate groups to the National Convention,
the proposed papers of the National Unity Party and

the Mro (a) Khami National Solidarity Organization
have been presented by the parties concerned, which
are members of the delegate group of political parties.
In like manner, it is found that other delegates con-
cerned submitted their proposals.

Dr Hmu Htan, the independent representative-elect
from the constituency of Thantlan township in Chin State
and U Aung Thein, the independent representative-elect
from the constituency of Ywangan township in Shan
State discussed that detailed basic principles should be
laid down as regards the Work Committee Chairman’s
clarifications on the delegation of legislative powers to
Union territories and the coming into force of the laws
enacted by Hluttaws at different levels and self-admin-
istered division or zone leading bodies.

U Tin Win, the independent representative-elect
from the constituency-2 of Kyaiklat township, U Thein
Kyi, the independent representative-elect from the con-
stituency-1 of Taungdwingyi township, U Hla Soe,
the independent representative-elect from the constitu-
ency-2 of Minbu township, U Mya Hlaing, the inde-
pendent representative-elect from the constituency-2
of Twantay township, U Kyi Win, the independent
representative-elect from the constituency-1 of
Mingaladon township, and U Tin Tun Maung, the
independent representative-elect from the constituency-
2 of Mingaladon township discussed that they agreed
to the matters concerning the legislative powers for
Union territories.

U Tun Kyaw, the independent representative-elect
from Namhsan township in Shan State (North) dis-
cussed that the matters related to the delegation of leg-
islative powers to Union territories and the coming into
force of the laws enacted by Hluttaws at different lev-
els and self-administered division or zone leading bod-
ies should be adopted as detailed basic principles in the
Union Legislative List.

The delegate group of national races discussed that
in connection with the designation of Union territories,
it is stated that:

(a) Yangon City, that is the Capital of the Union, is
designated as Union territory placed under direct
administration of the President of the Union;

(b) Cocogyun Township which has a special situa-
tion is designated as Union territory and placed
under direct administration of the President of the
Union; and

(c) If the need arises to designate areas that have
special situation in connection with  national de-
fence, security, administration, economy etc. as Union
territories they may be  so designated as Union ter-
ritories after enacting laws.

The group continued that according to the detailed
basic principles already laid down, if an area is desig-
nated as Union territory, it will be under direct admin-
istration of the President of the Union and not under
the administration of the Region or State concerned
considering its special situation.

The group also said that although the Union terri-
tories are under the direct administration of the Presi-
dent of the Union, the laws enacted by the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw in accordance with the legislative powers duly
vested in it will be in force in these territories as well
since they are situated in the Union.

The delegate group of peasants discussed that ac-
cording to the detailed basic principles already laid

According to the detailed basic princi-
ples already laid down, if an area is des
ignated as Union territory, it will be un-
der direct administration of the President
of the Union and not under the adminis-
tration of the Region or State concerned
considering its special situation.

down, an area, if designated as Union territory given
its special situation, will be under direct administra-
tion of the President of the Union rather than under
the administration of the Region or State concerned.
However, the laws enacted by the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
will come into force in these areas as well for they are
situated in the Union. Therefore, detailed basic princi-
ples, the group added, should be laid down as regards
the fact that the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall enact the
required laws if the need arises to do so for the Union
(See page 15)
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Putin says Russia will not join NATO

Moscow, 23 Feb —
Russian President
Vladimir Putin said
Tuesday thathis nation has
no intention of seeking
membershipinNATO, the
Russian news agency
ITAR-TASSeported.

Speaking tothe Slovak
media before visiting
Slovakia on 24-25
February, Putin said a
country which wishes to
join NATO means it will
give up its part of
sovereignty. Russia does
not need to join NATO,

since its economic and
defence strength can
ensure the country’s
security.

Russia has never
regarded NATO as hostile
since the former Soviet
Union was dissolved. But
Putin said NATO’s
eastward expansion does
notaccord with the current
developmentin the world.
The expansion will not be
conducive to fighting
against terrorism and
preventing nuclear pro-
liferation.—MNA/Xinhua|

CLAIMS DAY NOTICE

“M.V KENGTUNG VOY: NO. (30)”

Consignees of cargo carried on M.V KENGTUNG
Voy: No (30) arrived on 25.2.2005 are hereby notified
that their cargo will be discharged into the premises of
Myanma Port Authority where it will lie at the
consignee’srisk and expenses and subject to the byelaws
and conditions of the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed from 8§ am to
11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm up to Claims Day now
declared as the third day after final discharge of cargo

from the vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after

the Claims Day.

AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA FIVE STAR LINE
Phone: 295279, 295280, 295281, 295658, 295659
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Canada not

OtrTAwA, 23 Feb —
Canadian officials made
clear on Tuesday the
country will notsign on to
acontroversial US missile
defence system, adecision
likely to be seen as a snub
to US President George
W Bush.

The move represents
an about face for Prime
Minister Paul Martin, who
in the run-up to a federal
election last June said he
thought Canada should be
part of a system designed
to protect the North
American continent.

“The Prime Minister
plans to announce this
week that Canada will not
be a part of the missile
defence system,” a senior

to sign on to US missile defence syst¢

official told Reuterslate
on Tuesday.

Canadian  media
quoted their own federal
government sources as
saying Canada would not
take part.

Bush visited Ottawa
last December and
publicly urged Martin on
three separate occasions
to sign on to a network
designed to fend off
attacks from “rogue

Washington by refusing
to take part in the war on
Iraq.

Martin took over from
Chretien in late 2003 and
promised to develop a
more mature relationship
with the United States.

Canada has been
holding talks with
Washington for the last
18 months on whether to
formally join the proposed
network and officials had

let it be known there were
few obstacles to Canadian
participation.

But the prospects for
afinal agreement dimmed
after the June election.
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Martin’s survival now
depends in large part on
the minority New
Democrats, who oppose
missile defence on the
grounds that it could lead
to a new arms race.
MNA/Reuterg

Frost-stricken
panda goes
downhill for help
BeuinG, 23 Feb —
Days of heavy snowfall
and an ensuing drop in
temperatures forced an

states” like North Korea.

The Canadian
decision marks the second
time in less than two years
that Ottawa has gone
against Bush’s wishes. In
March 2003, former
Liberal Prime Minister
Jean Chretien enraged

ADB, UNAIDS sign MoU
on fighting AIDS

MANILA, 23 Feb—
The Asian Development
Bank (ADB) and the Joint
United Nations Pro-
gramme on HIV/AIDS
(UNAIDS) signed a
memorandum of
understanding (MoU)
Monday to strengthen the
AIDS responsein Asiaand
the Pacific, said an ADB
news release Tuesday.

As part of the MoU,
UNAIDS and the ADB
will work together to
engage political leaders
and various sectors in the
fight against AIDS,
strengthen  national
capacity to scale up the
AIDS response and
generate additional funds
for AIDS in the region.

ADB President
Haruhiko Kuroda and
UNAIDS Executive
Director Peter Piot signed
the MoU at the ADB
headquarters here.

“HIV/AIDS is a
human tragedy and a real

DoN' T SMOKE

and growing threat to the
economic prosperity of the
Asiaand Pacific Region,”
Mr. Kuroda said at the
signing ceremony. “For
example, anaverage of 5.6
million people will be
impoverished by HIV/
AIDS every year between
now and 2015 in just four
of our regional member
countries.”

ADB’s shareholders
have decided to allocate
140 million US dollars as
grants to fight HIV/AIDS
and other communicable
diseases.

Further strengthening
ADB’s work on the AIDS
issue, the Government of
Sweden is also set to sign
on Wednesday an
agreement to establish a
multidonor HIV/AIDS
trust fund at ADB with an
initial contribution of
14.3 million US dollars,
said ADB.

At the MoU signing,
Mr Piot expressed his
appreciation of ADB’s
growing role in the fight
against HIV/AIDS.

MNA/Xinhua

Tianjin opens first training course
for male kindergarten teachers

TiannN, 23 Feb
Tianjin, the largest port
city in north China, will
open its first ever training
course for mid-level
kindergarten teachers at
the end of this month in a
bid to cultivate masculine
qualities of boys.

The training class will
recruit 30 male students
who should be college
graduates, with a wide
range of knowledge,
acquaint themselves with
psychology, medical care,
kinematics and nutriology,
have clear standard
Chinese pronunciationand
non-smoking.

They  should
complete the 100-lesson

curriculum and pass the
written and field work tests
before obtaining the
mid-level professional
kindergarten teacher
certificates.

Apart from the
required courses, they
should know the phy-
siological and psy-
chological characteristics
of children under three,
infant nutrition and
education and relevant
legal rules.

Inpresent-day China,
male teachers encounter
great difficulties from
society because taking
care of children is
traditionally done by

adult giant panda tohobble
downhill for help at
weekend in southwestern
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Sichuan Province, the
Beijing Morning Post
reported.

The panda was
critically ill and had fallen
into acoma when she was
spotted Sunday morning
by a passing driver beside
aroad six kilometres from
the famous Wolong giant
panda research and
conservation centre, the
paper said on Tuesday.

The giant pandacame
to after over five hours’
infusion and oxygen
therapy at the centre,
though she did not stop
shivering until the room
was heated with two
electric heaters.

females. — MNA/Xinhug|

MNA/Xinhua

A recent view of the skyline of Shenzhen CityNterNET
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“Taeguki” actress
dies after hanging

herself

SeouL, 23 Feb —
Rising Korean actress Lee
Eun-ju, 25, who starred in
one of the highest-
grossing movies in the
South Korea’s history, has
died, apparently after
hanging herself with a
necktieinadressing room,
police said.

Lee starred in the hit
movie “Taeguki”, and
had been Dbattling
depression, her family told
Korean media. She
apparently killed herself
on Tuesday and left a
suicide note scrawled in
blood, in which she wrote
“Mom, I am sorry and I
love you,” police said.

She suffered a bout of
mental illness after
performing nude scenes
for herrole as a sultry jazz
singer in the noir Korean
crime movie “The Scarlet
Letter”, her family said.

The movie was
selected as the closing

film last year at one of
the biggest film events

in Asia, the Pusan
International Film
Festival.

Lee’s managers said
the movie had nothing to
do with her suicide.

MNA/Reuters
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Blind Colombian people
to access Internet
through new software

BogoTta, 23 Feb— People with visual difficulty
in Colombia will be able to go online and usq

multimedia computers through a new software.

One hundred tele-cen-
tres, which are commu-
nity centres with Internet
access, will be equipped
with the software named
Jaws in the first four
months of this year, said
the software developer
Compartel on Tuesday.

The company will
choose the communities
with big population suf-
fering sight problems in
the country, it said.

The project had re-
ceived 261,000 US dol-

lars from the local organi-
zation Consortium SEE
last year, the company
added.

As part of the project,
the company will launch
training lessons in each
tele-centre to teach peo-
ple how to use the soft-
ware in the coming six
months.

According to the Co-
lombian Government, the
country has 340,220 peo-
ple with visual diffi-
culty.— MNA/Xinhua

Strong earthquake jolts southeast Iran, 370 people killed

TEeHERAN, 23 Feb— A strong earthquake hit southeast Iran on Tuesday morning, killing at least 370

villagers, officials said.
The earthquake, which
measured 6.4 on the Rich-
ter Scale, was centred on
the town of Zarand in
Kerman Province, about
700 kilometres(440 miles)
southeast of Teheran.
With major settle-
ments in the area appear-
ing to escape heavy dam-
age, officials said the toll
would not be as high as
the many thousandskilled
in some past quakes of a

some 5,000. “We are ex-
pecting the death toll to
rise,” Ali Sharifi, head of
Kerman’s medical univer-
sity, told radio.

The head of Kerman
Natural Disaster Head-
quarters, Mohsen Salehi,
was quoted by the offi-
cial IRNA news agency
as saying destruction in
five villages was be-
tween 20 and 70 per cent.

The tremor, which

struck at 5:55 am (0225
GMT), evoked memories
of the devastating earth-
quake which hit the desert
citadel city of Bam, about
160 miles southeast of
Zarand in December 2003.

The pre-dawn Bam
quake, whichhad amagni-
tude of 6.7, flattened the
city, killing some 31,000
people.

But damage in major
urban centres on Tuesday

was light.

“In Zarand and
Kerman only some walls
have collapsed and there
were no casualties,”
Khanjani said.

Kerman Governor
Mohammad Ali Karimi
told television that aid
groups had been sent to the
villages but he had not yet
asked for any help from
other provinces.

MNA/Reuters/Xinhua

similar strength.

State radio, quoting a
local medical official, said
100 corpses had already
been counted and the
number of injured was

New generation of mobile telephones

CHicaco, 23 Feb—Next up for cell phones with built-in digital cameras
making house calls for doctors. Researchers in Switzerland reported on Mo
day the devices could be used to help diagnose and suggest treatment for s
serious wounds in patients in remote locations far removed from a physicia

The report from Uni-
versity Hospital of Geneva
looked at leg ulcers in 52
patients that were exam-
ined both in person and
remotely by doctors in a
nearby room who had only
pictures of the same
wounds taken by a first-

generation camera phone.

They found remark-
ably high agreement be-
tween doctors who looked
at the wound in person and
those who saw the image.

If visiting nurses in re-
mote locations can send
such pictures in for con-

sultation, “the transport of
the patient ... to the hospi-
tal or the physician’s of-
fice could be replaced, and
this approach could poten-
tially save the health care
system money,” the report
said.
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A woman looks at weapons on display at the Military Museum in Beijing

MNA/Reuterd

on 23 Feb, 2005-INTERNET

Scientists say new data may reveal evidence of Mars’ past life

LosANGELES, 23 Feb— Ateam of international researchers has analyzed data freshly gathered byers

Express mission, and offered new insight into the mineral composition of Mars, scientists said on Mondayy.

This new research,
published online in the
journal Sciencepoints out
promising places to search
for evidence of past life,
according to John Mus-
tard, an associate profes-
sor of geological sciences
at Brown University, who
took part in the research.

Mars Express Eu-

rope’s first mission to the
Red Planet, has generated
a slew of new data about
the mineral composition
of the planet’s dry, dra-
matic surface. In six new
papers, the international
team revealed clues about
the planet’s past hidden in
the rock.

Mustard said this re-

search shows areas that
contain water ormay have
otherwise been amenable
to life forms millions of
years ago.

“If you wanttoresolve
the big question about life
on Mars, you wantto go to
the right places and get
samples,” Mustard said in
a Press release. “The new

research tells us where
some of those places may
be.”

Researchers found a
diverse and complex mix
of surface materials: sili-
cates, ices and frosts, and
hydrated minerals and
sediments.

Some areas, such as
Terra Meridiani where the

Toyota Sienna minivans roll off the assembly line

US Mars rover Opportu-
nitynow operates, wererich
in acidic sulfates. Rocks in
other places, for example
around the Syrtis Major
volcanic plateau, were
richer in clay and hydrated
minerals. These are more
neutralin pH, and thus more
likely to support life.
MNA/Xinhua|

The project aims to
estimate seismic risks
faced by the inhabitants in
the Cubancity of Santiago.
Italso plans to conclude in
five years the studies on
the cities of San Jose in
Costa Rica, Tijuana in
Mexico, Lima in Peru,
Barquisimeto in Ven-
ezuela, Cali in Colombia,
Kingston in Jamaica and
Bayamo in Cuba.

The project started last
year with the support of
the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and

Cuban seismological studies
extend to 6 countries in
Latin America

Havana, 23 Feb—Cuba has extended seismo-
logical studies to six other countries in Latin America
and the Caribbean, officials saidon Tuesday.

Cultural Organization. It
is undertaken by the Cu-
ban National Center for
Seismological Research
and financed and advised
by the International Theo-
retical Physics Center of
Trieste, Italy.
Seismological expert
Leonardo Alvarez ex-
plained that the studies in
those regions will start
with modelling terrain
movement so as to have a
geological characteriza-
tion, which will be shown
in maps.—MNA/Xinhua
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Princeton, Indiana, in thi24 Feb, 2003 file picture. Toyota Motor Corp will likel
add two more assembly plants in North America by the end of the decade as|
a strategy to capture a larger share of the world’s biggest auto market, the

Street Journal saidn 24Feb, 2005— INTERNET

the Sauber Formula On

“(BMW motorsport
director) Mario (Theissen)
was very open about it,”

at Toyota’s assembly plaptfilliams team boss Frank

yWilliams said at a pre-
PRSI lunch here on

\vEpesday.
“He said ‘we are go-

e team as well.

ing to supply engines...
each manufacturer will
provide two teams and we
have had two approaches
— one Sauber and an-
other.

“They have decided to
go with Sauber.”

BMW to supply engines to Sauber next season

Lonpbon, 23 Feb— Williams will lose their exclusive BMW engine supply
next season after the German carmaker said that they have decided to power

Williams, whose team
agreed anew five-yeardeal
with the Munich carmaker
last year, said he had no
problem with the decision.
“Our deal carries on, it is
certainly a favourable
deal.—MNA/Xinhua
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Arsenal’s appeal against Bergkamp dismisse

LonpoN, 24 Feb— Arsenal’s appeal against Dennis Bergkamp’s
dismissal last Saturday has been dismissed, the FA said on
Wednesday.

The Dutch forward was sent off for pushing Sheffield United’s
Danny Cullip in the 35th minute of the FA Cup fifth round tie but
Arsenal appealed, TV pictures suggesting it might not have been his
hand which made contact with the defender.

“A disciplinary commission has rejected a claim for wrongful
dismissal from Arsenal FC in relation to Dennis Bergkamp,” the FA
said in a statement on their website.

“A three-match suspension will start with immediate effect.”

Bergkamp will miss the Premier League match at
Southampton on Saturday, the replay against Sheffield United
on March 1 and the home league match against Portsmouth the
following weekend.

His teammate Jose Antonio Reyes was also charged with violent
conduct following the incident and had until 1800 GMT on Tuesday
to admit or deny the charge.

MNA/Reuters|

i Barca in upbeat mood after
2-1 win against Chelsea

BARCELONA , 24 Feb— Barcelona's players were in upbeat mood after their
2-1 comeback win against Chelsea, saying they were confident of reaching the
quarterfinals despite conceding an away goal in Wednesday's match

"

"It was a great game," said newly-
crowned African Player of the Year
Samuel Eto'o who notched the winner
for the Catalans 17 minutes from time of
a pulsating encounter at the Nou Camp.

"We all wanted to play in a game like
this and it worked out well. We'll take
this result and see what happens in the
return. Maybe we'll play even better
when we are away from home."

Barca dominated throughout but it
was not until Chelsea striker Didier
Drogba was sent off 11 minutes into the

Late goal earns AC Milan
1-0 win over Man Utd

M ancHesTER (England), 24 Feb — AC Milan striker Hernan Crespo scored

second half and Argentine forward Maxi
Lopez was senton by Barca coach Frank
Rijkaard that they unlocked a well-
drilled defence.

Lopez grabbed the equalizer with
almost his first touch of the ball and

a late goal to earn his side a 1-0 win at Manchester United in an absorbifgtrike partner Eto'o notched the winner

Champions League first knockout round first-leg match on Wednesday.

The game looked to be
heading for a goalless
draw with 12 minutes
remaining when United
goalkeeper Roy Carroll
failed to deal with aroutine
shot by Clarence Seedorf
and Crespo struck from
close range to give the
Italian champions a clear
advantage going into the
second legin Milanintwo

United with slick passing
in a packed midfield.

Defender Alessandro
Nesta was booked for a
foul on United winger
Ryan Giggs and the home
side came desperately
close to breaking the
deadlock after 37 minutes
when Fortune jabbed the
ball just wide following a
quick breakaway.

United striker Ruud van
Nistelrooy, the second
highest  scorer in
Champions  League
history, started on the
substitutes' bench after
three months out with an
Achilles injury but was
brought on to a rapturous
reception from the Old
Trafford crowd after 63
minutes.— MNA/Reuter

weeks.

A largely tense and
tactical battle had started
brightly, with Paul
Scholes firing wide for
United and Rui Costa for
Milan in the first three
minutes.

Seedorf skimmed the
home side's crossbar with
a rasping 25-metre free
kick and Scholes blazed
an excellent chance wide
after good work by
Quinton Fortune.

Milan dominated
possession in the early
exchanges, frustrating

AC Milan's Kaka (L) is challenged by Mancheste
United's Gabriel Heinze during their first leg
Champions League football match at Old Traffon
in Manchester. AC Milan won 1-O-INTERNET

six minutes later after an assist from the
Argentine.

"It was great to play a part in this
game and come on and help the team to
an important victory," said the former
River Plate player who joined Barca in
the January transfer window.

"Chelsea were very tough opponents
and very solid in defence but we did
very well to come back and win the
game against them. We are happy with
this result and we will be playing the
same way in the next leg."

Chelsea had taken the lead against
the run of play in the first half when
Brazilian fullback Juliano Belletti turned
a Damien Duff cross into his own net
and Barca's Giovanni van Bronckhorst
was relieved his team recovered from
the setback.

Barcelona's Samuel Eto'o (L) is
challenged by Chelsea's Tiago during
their Champions League first
knock-out round, first leg soccer match
at the Nou Camp stadium in
Barcelona, on 23 Feb, 2005.
INTERNET

"It was very important to win this
game, especially after they took the lead,"
said the Dutchman. "We played very
well, especially in the second half, and
could have scored more although we are

happy with the 2-1.

"They were very good in defence and
dangerous on the break, but we certainly
aren't going to be looking for a 0-0 draw
in the second leg at Stamford Bridge and
we will be going all out for the win."

MNA/Reuters

Olympique Lyon beat Werder Bremen 3-0

Bremen (Germany), 24 Feb — Olympique Lyon moved to the brink of the

Champions League quarterfinals on Wednesday with a ruthless 3-0 victory

over a Werder Bremen side that paid a high price for their dismal finishing.

The contrast between the two sides in
rfront of goal could not have been more
clear, as Lyon took three of only five
clear chances they created while Bremen
blew their European hopes with a series

Porto earns 1-1 draw with Inter Milan

PorTo (Portugal), 24 Feb — Central defender Ricardo Costa equalized jug

after the hour to earn holders Porto a 1-1 draw with Inter Milan in their
Champions League first knockout round, first leg on Wednesda

Inter went ahead in the 24th minute
when Dejan Stankovic broke into the
box from the left, slipped by two
defenders and crossed low past keeper
Vitor Baia for fellow striker Obafemi
Martins, unmarked, to turn the ball into
an empty net. Porto equalized in the
61st minute when Inter goalkeeper
Francesco Toldo missed a high cross to
the far post, Costinha played the ball
back into the middle and Costa blasted
it home from one metre.

The home side, without suspended
captain Jorge Costa in defence and
Brazilian playmaker Diego, made a
number of errors in the first half and
were unable to organize their attacks.

In the second half, Porto's new coach
Jose Couceiro, who was making his
debut in European competition,

managed to inject more attacking power
into the team, who pushed the Italian side
onto the back foot.

Aftertheirequalizer, Porto squandered
several chances to inflict on Inter their
first defeat in 38 domestic and
international games this season as
attempts by Maniche and South African
striker Benny McCarthy went wide.

In the final minutes, veteran keeper
Baia prevented Inter from regaining the
lead with two fine saves, first at the feet
of substitute striker Christian Vieri and
then turning away a powerful shot by
Stankovic. The two teams meet in the
second leg in Milan on March 15, a week
after the other seven ties are completed.
Inter share the San Siro stadium with AC
Milan who are also at home in the second

of misses. Sylvain Wiltord finished off
a swift break in the ninth minute to put
tLyon ahead and, after relentless pressure
from the home side, they sealed a great
win with two fine goals in four second-
half minutes.

Mahamadou Diarra lashed in from
outside the box in the 77th minute for
the second and a stunning free-kick from
dead-ball specialist ~ Juninho
Pernambucano rounded off the scoring.

Lyon, quarterfinalists last season,
now look near certainties to make it at
least that far again with the second leg to
come in France on March 8.

Lyon's plan was clear from the start
— sit deep and look to hurt the Germans
with long balls down the flanks.

The tactic paid off early, as Florent
Malouda's lightning burst down the right
caught the home defence by surprise.

Diarra's cross was artfully touched
on by Pierre-Alain Frau to Sidney
Govou. He was unable to make good

leg. — MNA/Reuters

contact but the ball squirted out to the

unmarked Wiltord, who tapped in.

Werder themselves had enjoyed a
couple of promising moments on the
wings, with right-back Paul Stalteri and
left-sided midfielder Tim Borowski
worrying the Lyon backline.

Borowski flashed a near-post header
just wide from Stalteri's cross in the 18th
minute and it was Stalteri again who
supplied the cross for Klose to force a
good save from Gregory Coupet.

Lyon maintained their patience and
resolve in the face of the onslaught and
they almost caught Werder out again
five minutes before the break.

This time it was Lamine Diatta who
raced into space on the right and Andreas
Reinke made a badly timed run out of his
area in an attempt to clear.

Fortunately for the Werder keeper,
Diatta's hooked shot ran harmlessly
across goal. An off-balance Coupet
managed to recover to keep out a Klose
shot that was poorly hit from inside the
area in the 65th minute as the home side
kept up their furious rate of attacks. The
worst miss of the night came from Nelson
Valdez, who was put clean through on
goal with 20 minutes to go only to squirm
a shot wide.—MNA/Reuters



(from page 11)
territories in connection
with matters for which
legislative powers are
delegated to the Region
or State Hluttaws or the
self-administered division
or zone leading bodies.

The delegate group of
workers discussed that it
agreed to the fact that the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
should be vested with
legislative power in con-
nection with matters for
which legislative pow-
ers are delegated to the
Region or State Hluttaws
or the self-administered
division or zone leading
bodies. Therefore, de-
tailed basic principles
should be laid down as
regards the fact that the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw shall
enact the required laws if
the need arises to do so
for the Union territories
in connection with mat-
ters for which legislative

powers are delegated to
the Region or State
Hluttaws or the self-ad-
ministered division or
zone leading bodies.
The delegate group of
intellectuals and intelli-
gentsia discussed that an
area, if designated as Un-
ion territory given its spe-
cial situation, will be un-
der direct administration
of the President of the
Union rather than under
the administration of the
Region or State con-
cerned. The group con-
tinued that it is appro-
priate that the laws en-
acted by the Pyidaungsu
Hluttaw will come into
force in these areas as
well for they are situated
in the Union. Therefore,
detailed basic principles,
the group added, should
be laid down as regards

the fact that the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
shall enact the required
laws if the need arises to
do so for the Union ter-
ritories in connection
with matters for which
legislative powers are
delegated to the Region
or State Hluttaws or the
self-administered divi-
sion or zone leading bo-
dies.

The delegate group of
State service personnel
discussed that it is stated
in the basic principles
and detailed basic prin-
ciples laid down by the
National Convention that
“the State is constituted
by Pyidaungsu (Union)
system”.

The group continued
that it is stated in the des-
ignation of Union terri-
tories that “Yangon City
and Cocogyun Town-
ship’ are placed under
the administration of the
President of the Union.
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The group also said that
basic principles have
been laid down to desig-
nate as Union territories
under the direct adminis-
tration of the President of
the Union considering
special situation in con-
nection with defence, se-
curity, administration,
economy etc. The group
then suggested that the
Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
alone enact necessary law
in respect of Union terri-
tories when the need
arises to do so.

The delegate group of
other invited persons dis-
cussed that altogether 105
members of the group
agreed to the Work Com-
mittee Chairman's clari-
fications on the adoption
of detailed basic princi-
ples concerning the leg-
islative powers for Union
territories.

The panel of chair-
men’s collection of ex-

proposals submitted by
delegates to the National
Convention on taking ef-
fect of the laws enacted
by different levels of the
Hluttaw and the self-ad-

ministered area leading
bodies presented by Dr
Myo Thant Tin of Dele-
gates of Workers will be
published in tomorrow’s
issue. —MNA
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Fri day, 25 February
Tune in today:
8.30 am Brief news
8.35 am Music :
-Faith of the
heart
Perspectives
Music:
-Can’t get you
out of my mind
National news/
Slogan
Music:
-Come into my
world
9.05 am International
news
Music:
-One for sorrow
1.30 pm News/Slogan
1.40 pm Lunchtime music:
-You just wait

8.40 am
8.45 am

8.50 am

9.00 am

9.10 am

and see
-Girl, I'm gonna
get you

9.00 pm World of music:
-Songs  from
“Korea”

9.15 pm Article/ music
9.25 pm Music at your
request

-The gift

Colin Ray and
Susan Aston
-Nobody wants
to be lonely
Rickey Martin
and X’tina
Aguilera
-Cinderella
Britney Spear
9.45pm News/Slogan
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Sports and Physical Education Department Acting Director-General U K
Soe Myint speaking at the meeting on Myanmar-Japan (Kinki) friend
volleyball match. —im

\10.00pm PEL )

7:00 am
1. Recitation of Parittas
by Missionary Saya-
daw U Ottamathara
7:15 am
2» ogaqmoql og:ngon’] i'](m
BgeUIOGHeIogao3egeainn
(cuxsoepeons)eun(odnieord

q:né:m eg’lmmjo’] gﬂﬂ)s
7:25 am

3. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am

4. Morning news

7:40 am

5. Nice and sweet song

7:55 am

6. nm@ey

8:05 am

7. The mirror images of
the musical oldies

8:20 am

\8. aﬂgmécqcopémé

8:30 am 6:20 pm A
9. International news 11. Discovery
8:45 am 6:30 pm
10. English for Everyday | °-3V PM
Use 12. Evening news
i 1. Martial song 13. Weather report
- 4:15 pm 7:05 pm
Fri day, 25 February 2. Song to uphold 14. §8¢frrencScosicy
View on today: National Spirit “q]f;c:\née" (:m‘sf::—ao)
4:30 pm 7:30 pm

3. Practice in Reading

4:45 pm

4. Musical programme

5:00 pm

5- mco:wém@as(\guaocq:
qé@éa’)[rzn: mée;:m
—:lcagm,i (quce::ncg:@)
(quca)

5:15 pm

6. Song of national races

5:30 pm

7. ,éw,ﬁﬁ?ﬁ m:mm::néé

5:40 pm
8. ":nsz%qm

(gl §:8 [Béecqe

§c160,

(31§0S0m-[03p58:08§:)
55 pm

9. Musical programme
6:05 pm
10 @;mml @imomz

15. oSgims: compgped
:ncﬁl:m: ooSo;:rqlé
ofgc:ae:

7:40 pm

16. ’e(Go)@a moewncq
:nme :B?O) 0, qll(), qﬁcg
[BYFoeletaolyqp: (0dio)

7:50 pm

17. mqﬁ:m:émq(ﬁ@m:

8:00 pm

18. News

19. International news
20. Weather report
21. Myanmar
feature
“goleqoimydap:” (8- )
(et comofigrspodopn)
(31§050%0-[8SeoqS)

The next day’s
programme

video

22.

J/

e | g™ 4 2 WOE
", — & a i x:"'
_l:.. N,
HaE i .-|.._'|'II.
1 AN
~ % LI = -I: Low
I @l m ot
b
i ]
—— A L-x‘- "
h el g |
_ A |
¥ VI
JJ
aan "?'.-u
‘ e
L' g
¥
T n
= "
[ WEATHER ]

Thursday, 24 February, 2005

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, light rain or thunder-
showers have been isolated in Kachin State and upper
Sagaing Division and weather has been generally fair
in the remaining areas. The noteworthy amount of rain-
fall recorded was (0.16) inch in Myitkyina. Night tem-
peratures were (3°C) to (4°C) above normal in Kachin
and Mon States, upper Sagaing and Taninthayi Divi-
sions, (5°C) above normal in Rakhine State, (3°C) to
(4°C) below normal in Bago Division, Chin and East-
ern Shan States and about normal in the remaining
areas. The significant night temperatures were Lashio
and Pinlaung (6°C) each and Heho (7°C).

Maximum temperature on 23-2-2005 was 99°F. Mini-
mum temperature on 24-2-2005 was 63°F. Relative

YBWhidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 24-2-2005 was 61%. Total
I¥unshine hours on 23-2-2005 was (8.3) hours approx.

Rainfalls on 24-2-2005 were nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-
Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfalls since 1-1-2005
were nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central Yangon.
Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was (5)
mph from Northeast at (12:50) hours MST on 23-2-2005.

Bay inference: Weather is generally fair in the Bay
of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening 0f25-2-2005: Possibil-
ity of isolated light rain or thundershowers in Kachin
State and upper Sagaing Division and weather will be
generally fair in the remaining areas. Degree of cer-
tainty is (40%).

State of the seaSeas will be slight in Myanmar
waters. Outlook for subsequent two daysLikelihood
of light rain or thundershowes in the extreme northern
Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
25-2-2005: Fair weather.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area for
25-2-2005: Partly cloudy.

STRONG WIND WARNING
(Issued on 24-2-2005)

All over the country from now to middle of May,
strong winds are likely locally in the afternoon/
evening over most of the country. Surface wind
speeds may reach (40) mph. Strong winds may also
be accompanied at times by squalls and hails.
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Prime Minister sends felicitations
to Kuwait

YAaNGON, 25 Feb— Lt-Gen Soe Win, Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar, has sent|p
message of felicitations to His Highness Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Pringe
Minister of the State of Kuwait, on the occasion of the National Day of the State of Kuwait, whigh
falls on 25 February, 2005. —MNA

The people are now pleased as thqlay
learn through the media that the de;
legates are playing an active role in thg
National Convention and they are doing
so with peace of mind thanks to th¢

entertainment and welfare programmes

YANGON, 24 Feb—
The National Convention
Convening Commission,
Work Committee and
Management Committee
held meeting No 4/2005
at the Anawrahta Hall of
Nyaunghnapin Camp in
Hmawby Township this
morning.

It was attended by
NCCC Chairman Secre-
tary-1 of the State Peace
and Development Coun-
cil Lt-Gen Thein Sein,
Vice-Chairman Minister
for Electric Power Maj-
Gen Tin Htut, Secretary
Minister for Information

e

NCCC Chairman Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Thein Sein addresses coordination meeting No 4/2005 of National Convention Convening Commission,

NCC Work Committee and NCC Management Commitiesa

Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan and
members, Work Commit-
tee Chairman Chief Jus-
tice U Aung Toe, Vice-
Chairman Attorney-Gen-
eral U Aye Maung and
members, Management
Committee Chairman
Auditor-General Maj-Gen
LunMaung and members,
and leaders and of sup-
porting groups for NC
delegates. NCCC Joint-
Secretary (2) U Myint
Thein acted as MC.

The NCCC Chairman
delivered a speech on the
occasion, saying that the
NC that has started since

17 February is going
smoothly thanks to the har-
monious efforts of the
NCCC, the Work Com-
mittee and the Manage-
ment Committee and ac-
tive participation of the
delegates.

The people are now
pleased as they learn
through the media that the
delegates are playing an
active role in the NC and
they are doing so with
peace of mind thanks to
the entertainment and
welfare programmes.

The members of the

(See page 7)

vl
NCC Work Committee Chairman
Chief Justice U Aung Toe.

MNA

NCC Management Committee
Chairman Auditor-General Maj-Gen
Lun Maung— mNa

YANGON, 24 Feb —
The meeting of the panel
of chairmen of delegates
of national races and 14
representatives from 14
States and Divisions took
place at the meeting hall
No 3 of Nyaunghnapin
Camp in Hmawby Town-

ship this afternoon for
compilation of the del-
egates’ proposals regard-
ing the NCC Work Com-
mittee Chairman’s clari-
fication to detailed princi-
ples for distribution of the
legislative power to be
included in the framing of

the State Constitution.

Present on the occa-
sion were members of the
panel of chairmen and 14
representatives from
States and Divisions.

U Mya Sein of Man-
dalay Division presided
over the meeting together

INSIDE

Now, Myanmar is on the correct path lead
to democracy free from the ill effects of the
extremes. The most fundamental factor to flou
genuine democracy in a nation is the developrn
of its productive forces with a high living stan
ard of the entire people with high intellecty
power.

(Page 6) AunG MoE San

with Members of the Panel
of Chairmen U Duwa Zok
Daung of Shan State
g(N orth) and U Maung Hla
&) U Hla Myint of
ishaninthayi Division.

nt The meeting chair-
_man gave a speech. U Soe
|Myint, leader of the pro-
posal compilation group
submitted the proposal,
followed by a general

round of discussions.
The meeting ended at

1.30 pm with
concluding remarks by

the | the meeting chairman.
MNA
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Members of the panel of chairmen and delegates of national races discuss
compilation for delegates’ proposak mna



