Tapo ca, ascetic practices; this is the way to auspiciousness.
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Senior General Than Shwe sends message R
sympathy to Chinese President

YanGon, 26 Dec— Senior General Than Shwe, Chairman of the State Peace and Developn£
Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of sympathy to His Excellency Mr Hu Jint

President of the People’®Republic of China for the heavy loss of life and property caused by a blow
out at the natural gas field in Chongging, southwestern part of the People’s Republic of China. MNA

People’s Republic of China. —MNA

Vice-Senior General Maung Aye sends message of
sympathy to Chinese Vice-President

YanGon, 26 Dec— Vice-Senior General Maung Aye, Vice-Chairman of the State Peace a
Development Council of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a message of sympathy to His Excelle
Mr Zeng Qinghong, Vice-President of the People’s Republic of China for the heavy loss of life al
property caused by a blow-out at the natural gas field in Chongqing, southwestern part of th

message of sympathy to His Excellency Mr Wen Jiabao, Premier of the State Council of the Peo
Republic of China for the heavy loss of life and property caused by a blow-out at the natural gas figld
in Chonggqing, southwestern part of the People’s Republic of China. MNA

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt sends message of
sympathy to his Chinese counterpart

YanGon, 26 Dec— General Khin Nyunt, Prime Minister of the Union of Myanmar, has sent

istoric duty

It is a historic duty of all Myanmar
national races to eliminate incorrectandill
attitude such as suspicions, hatred anh
disunity, the evil legacy of the divide-and
rule policy of colonialists, among the na:
tional brethren with Union Spirit.

Senior General Than Shwe,
State Peace and Development Council

Chairman,

Defence Services Commander-in-Chief
(From guidance given to trainees of the No 35
Primary Teachership Course of University
for Development of National Races)

Independence Day

commemorative

features on pages 6, 7 and 11.

Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt receives All China
Women'’s Federation Vice-President

YANGON, 26 Dec— Prime Minister of the Union of
Myanmar General Khin Nyuntreceived All China Women’s
Federation-ACWF Vice-President Mme Chen Xiurong and
party of the People’s Republic of China at Zeyathiri Beikman
on Konmyinttha at 2 pm today.

Also present at the call were Minister for Foreign Affairs

U Win Aung, Deputy Minister U Khin Maung Win, Presi-
dent of Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation Dr Daw
Khin Win Shwe, Vice-President Prof Dr Daw May May Yi
and Director-General Thura U Aung Htet of the Protocol
Department. The guests were accompanied by Chinese
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Industrialists visit No 1 Automobile Factory

YANGON, 26 Dec — The
industrialists fromrespective
industrial zones who are on
the study tours and attend-
ing workshops organized by
Myanmar Industrial Devel-
opment Committee visited
No 1 Automobile Factory of
Myanma Automobile and
Diesel Engine Industries un-

der the Ministry of Industry-
2 here this morning. Chair-
man of the Myanmar Indus-
trial Development Work
Committee Minister for In-
dustry-2 Maj-Gen Saw Lwin
briefed the industrialists on
functions of the ministry, fac-
tories and products and as-
sistance rendered for indus-

trial development. General
Manager of the factory U
Hlaing Thein presented as-
sembling of TE trucks and
buses. Minister Maj-Gen
Saw Lwin, Deputy Minister
Lt-Col Khin Maung Kyaw
and officials conducted the
visitors round the factory.
MNA

4th TMME exhibition concludes

YANGON, 26 Dec —
The Fourth Traditional
Medicines and Medical
Equipment Exhibition,
organized by the
Traditional Medicine
Department of the Minis-
try of Health, continued
for the tenth and last

day at the Tatmadaw Con-

vention Centre on U
Wisara Road here today.

Deputy Commander
of Yangon Command
Col Wai Lwin and
officials visited the exhi-
bition.

At the exhibition, the
Ministry of Health, the

Ministry of Industry-1, the

Ministry of Agriculture
and Irrigation and the Min-
istry of Forestry, and pri-
vate traditional medicine
producers displayed their
products and equipment in
134 booths and put them
on sales at reasonable
prices.

MNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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1 PERSPECTIVES j

Saturday, 27 December, 2003
Myanmar Geosciences
Society— one of the national forces

In building the Union of Myanmar to
keep abreast with nations of the world, the
State Peace and Development Council is nurt
turing national forces in various sectors. With
the combined strength of these national forces
strong and stable political, economic and so
cial foundations have been built in the coun-

try.

Now, endeavours are being made to sery
the national interest through the combined
strength of the existing national resources o

1%

Objectives of the 56th
Anniversary of
Independence Day

All the national people to collectively

ensure perpetuation of sovereignty

All the national people to be united to ensurg
non-disintegration of national solidarity

All the national people to strive for the
emergence of enduring State Constitutior]
and for the building of a new, modern and
developed nation

All the national people to participate with
full sense of Union Spirit and Patriotism in

point roadmap of the State.

safeguard the national independence anfl

People’s Desire

* . Oppose those relying on external
elements, acting: as:stooges, holding
negative:views

*::Oppose those: trying to:jeopardize
stability: of the ‘State ‘and progress:of
the:nation

*iOppoese foreign nations: interfering in
internal:affairs of the: State

*:icrush:all internal and external
destructive elements:as:the common
enemy

the successful implementation of the severp

the State and technicians in the respectiv
fields.

By doing so, it is very important to turn
out brilliant intellectuals and intelligentsia in
the respective fields. It is also necessary f
organize them into consolidated national forceg
in the respective fields.

A ceremony to form Myanmar
Geosciences Society was held at Myanmar Irf
formation and Communication Technology
Park on 21 December, with an address by
Chairman of Myanmar Education Committee
Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt.

In his address the Prime Minister said
that it is not the time for the government alone
to make efforts for development of the nation
and the people; that all the national people arg
responsible for the task; and that with this
concept, the entire people are to make endea
ours in the interests of the nation and the]
people in their respective fields.

Geosciences play an important role inj
national development as well as improvemen
of national economic life. Geosciences contrib
ute towards the development of various sec|
tors by the finding of valuable geo-resources
such as minerals, gems, petroleum and naty
ral gas for national interests.

Assistance rendered by the geosciencq
plays a crucial role in construction of infra-
structures such as major roads, bridges, dam
and reservoirs, workshops and factories, and
in urban development undertakings.

Out of the endeavours made by
geoscientists, the significant ones are achiev
ments in drawing of Myanmar’s geological map
in 1977, the finding of Pontaung Primate fos-
sils in 1977 and presentation of anthropoid pri-
mates excavated in Myanmar. They are sig
nificant achievements not only for the
geoscientists but also for the entire national
people.

The government has acknowledged thq

=

role of geosciences and is making systematc

arrangements for development of this field,
turning out brilliant highly-developed schol-
ars and enabling them to take part in nation-
building tasks.

We firmly believe that the geoscientists
under the flag of Myanmar Geosciences Soci
ety will become the ones who will serve th

kinterests of the State and its people.

7

Minister U Win Aung sends
message of sympathy to
Foreign Minister of PRC

YANGON, 26 Dec — U Win Aung, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a
message of sympathy to His Excellency Mr Li
Zhaoxing, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the People's
Republic of China for the heavy loss of life and property
caused by a blow-out at the natural gas field in
Chongging, southwestern part of the People's Republic
of China. — MNA

Minister U Win Aung sends
message of congratulationg
to the Philippines

YANGON, 26 Dec — U Win Aung, Minister for
Foreign Affairs of the Union of Myanmar, has sent a
message of congratulations to Her Excellency Mrs Delia
Domingo Albert, who has been appointed as Secretary
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines.

MNA

* Use daylight as the main source of light
* Use the least possible amount of electricit)
only if there is not enough natural light
* Use the least possible amount of electricit

required in production and service enter-

prises
*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the

user and others

There are about 500,000 households usi
electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving a four-foot
fluorescent lamp every day by each househo
amounts to saving power that is equal to th
capacity a 20-megawatt power station ca
supply.
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Ar Wha and Aik Sein seen together with seized stimy

tablets. —vNa
Stimulant tablets seized in Tachilek

YANGON, 26 Dec— A combined team comprising
members of the local intelligence unit and Tachilek Special
Anti-Drug Squad, acting on information, searched suspect Ar
‘Wha in Talok Market in Macaokham Ward, Tachilek Town-
ship, on 12 November and seized him together with WY
brand 1,400 stimulant tablets. The stimulant tablets were
bought from Aik Sein of Hsansai B Ward, Tachilek Town-
ship. On the same day, the team raided the house of Aik Sein
at No 2/31, Hsansai B Ward, Tachilek Township and seized
5,600 stimulant tablets tied together with a yellow tape beside
the water tank upstairs of the house. Action is being taken
against them byTachilek Police Force.— MNA

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, atotal of 455,822 cars in Myanmar can
save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build 3
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

=

All this needs to

be known

* Do not be frightened
whenever intimidated

* Do not be bolstered

nt  Whenever flattered

* Do not be softened
whenever appeased

| AL
President of Myanmar Pulses, Beans and Sesamum Merchants Association
Aung speaks at the meeting. smrccr

MPBSMA holds
annual meeting

YANGON, 26 Dec —

The 11th annual general
meeting of the Myanmar
Pulses, Beans and Ses-
amum Merchants Asso-
ciation was held at the
Traders Hotel here on 24
December with addresses
by UMFCCI Presdient U
Win Myint and MPBSMA
Prgsident U Tun Aung.
MNA
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School Family Day

(27 December 2003 to 3 January 2004)
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Eight killed as blasts, gunfire rock lrag

BacHpAD, 26 Dec — Militants fired a missile that hit a heavily guarded Baghdad hotel used by Westerners lat;

yesterday after deadly attacks earlier on Christmas Eve.

The hotel attack caused no casual-
ties, but three US soldiers died in a
bomb blast north of Baghdad and a
suicide car bomber killed himself and
four other people in northern Iraq.

About 90 minutes after the hotel
was hit, US aircraft and artillery
pounded suspected guerrilla hideouts
in southern Baghdad.

Blasts and heavy machinegun fire
echoed across the city as Operation
Iron Grip to flush guerrillas from the
capital went into a second night. Simi-
lar attacks on Tuesday targeted fields
and empty areas used by insurgents to
strike at US patrols.

Earlier yesterday, a roadside bomb
ripped through a US military convoy
near the town of Samarra, 60 miles
north of Baghdad, killing three sol-
diers, the military said.

The deaths brought to 205 the
number of US soldiers killed since
Washington declared major combat
over in Iraq on 1 May.

The guerrilla attack on the hotel
slightly damaged the roof, but the man-
ager said no one had been hurt.

“A mortar round hit the top of the

Sheraton,” a US soldier said outside
the 17-storey building in central Bagh-
dad. “We’ve been informed that two
Iraqi individuals in two cars fired a
mortar round at the hotel. Security
guards fired at them as they fled,” said
another soldier, Private Michael
Williams.

A Reuterscorrespondent said he
had seen insurgents fire a rocket at the
hotel from a car. He said two cars sped
away along adirtroad beside the nearby
Tigris river after the attack, as security
guards and US troops opened fire.

The projectile struck just above a
top-floor restaurant neatly decorated
with Christmas lights. Tables were set
for dinner, but the room was empty at
the time of the blast.

“I'heard a very big explosion,” said
Ameena Al Jabouri, a British lawyer
staying at the hotel. “Really we can’t
do anything because if we move to a
different hotel that will be hit too.”

Guerrillas fired rockets at the Shera-
ton and the adjacent Palestine hotel
from donkey carts on 21 November,
wounding two people. They used the
same method to hit the Oil Ministry the

same day.

Many foreign contractors and jour-
nalists stay at the two hotels, which are
surrounded by concrete blast walls and
guarded by US troops in tanks and
armoured vehicles.

US-led occupation officials had
warned that insurgents would launch
spectacular attacks during the holiday
season.

Inthe northern Kurdish city of Arbil,
a car bomb blew up outside the local
Interior Ministry, killing the bomber,
two police guards, a passerby and a 13-
year-old girl. A Kurdish official said
more than 100 people were wounded.

The official blamed “extremists who
came from outside Iraq”, an apparent
reference to itinerant militants.

The blast cratered the road, dam-
aged the Interior Ministry building used
by the pro-American Kurdish adminis-
tration in the north, and destroyed sev-
eral cars.

US Brigadier General Marc Kimmitt
said troops had arrested five suspected
bomb-makers and seized their materi-
als after the latest anti-guerrilla drive
was launched on Tuesday.—Internet

Kurdistan TV office in
Baghdad hit by rocket

BAHGDAD, 26 Dec — The Kurdistan satellite television
office in Baghdad was attacked by a rocket on Thursday
morning. Seerwan Tawfiq, a correspondent of the TV sta-
tion, told Xinhuathat the rocket hit the headquarters in
Mansur District in western Baghdad at 6:00 a.m. (0300
GMT) without causing casualties among the staff.

Windows and doors of the office building were broken
by the force of blast, said Tawfiq, who described the attack
as a coward action against all Iraqis indiscriminately.

The attack appeared to be part of a planned insurgence
thatinvolved overnight bombings and shellings on different
targets in the capital city.

The Sheraton Hotel and the Iranian Embassy in central
Baghdad were among the most prominent targets, with Iraqi
civilian residence also compromised in the Christmas
attacks. — MNA/Xinhua

Billionaire Soros, independent
groups target Bush

WASHINGTON, 26 Dec — US President George W Bush’s
most-feared political opponents for now may not be any
Democratic presidential candidate, but a billionaire finan-
cier and anti-Bush advocacy groups with big-spending

Early morning )
attacks hit
Baghdad
Sheraton

BaGHDAD, 26 Dec —
Guerillas have carried out
mortar attacks in and around
the Iraqi capital, Baghdad.
There have been no immedi-
ate reports of casualties.

The USmilitary and em-
ployees of the Sheraton Ho-
tel, saidthe building was
hitearly on Thursday.

Five or six mortars or
rockets were fired, said a
military official.

The military also an-
nounced that aUS soldier
was killed on Wednesday
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Iragi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari, left, gestures as he talks to the Secretal
General of the Arab League, Amr Moussa, on 25 Dec, 2003, at the League’
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headquarters in Cairo, Egypt— INTERNET

plans.

"Liberal special interests, led by billionaire currency
trader George Soros, are raising millions in soft, unregulated
money to defeat President Bush," the Bush campaign says in
an Internet posting.

Bush has already raised more than 110 million US
dollars for his primary campaign, in which he has no
challenger, far outstripping any Democratic rival.

Campaign spokesman Scott Stanzel said anti-Bush
groups threaten to spend as much as 400 million US dollars,
justifying the Bush’s primary-season goal of raising arecord
170 million US dollars, largely through a network of major
supporters who funnel donations to the campaign.

Butcampaign finance experts say there is little chance of
Bush being outspent. "The Bush campaign is raising money
hand-over-fist. He has the aura of the incumbency and the
power of the presidency. He's in the catbird seat," said Celia
Wexler, research director of the Common Cause good-
government group. Along with Soros, the Hungarian-born
financier who has pledged 12.5 million US dollars to ensure
"we can write off the Bush doctrine as a temporary aberra-

Mion", another chief target of Republican ire are independent
5 political groups such as the Internet-based MoveOn.org.
MNA/Reuters

night in a roadside bombing
inBaghdad. Earlier the same
day three US troops were
killed in a similar attack in
the north central town of

Chinese farmer opens newspaper collection exhibition

Taivuan, 26 Dec—A Chinese farmer who is also an avid newspaper collector is helping his fellow farmers learn about the world with an
exhibition of over 1 million newspapers he has collected since his youth.

Samarra and fourlraqi civil-
ians were killed in a suicide
bombing in the town of Arbil.

In Baghdad on Thursday
AFP reportersheard blasts,
which started at 6:20am
(03;20 GMT), and lasted for
about 10 minutes, laced with
a barrage of automatic gun-
fire. A few more explosions
were heard after 07:00, but
sounded more like heavy
weapons fire.

An explosion shook the
capital’s Sheraton Hotel on
Wednesday night, but much
confusion surrounded the ori-
gin of the blast. US occupa-
tion forces said it wasunclear
if the blast was part
oftheongoing US “military
operation” code named “Iron
Grip”. It was not known if
anyone wasinjuredintheblast.

A witness near the hotel
said a rocket had been fired
at the building from a car,
but the hotel appeared to be
untouched. — Internet

More than 1.1 million
copies of 60,000 Chinese and
foreign newspapers are
shown in 11 sections of pre-
New China, minorities, cul-
turalrevolution, overseas and

Hong Kong-Macao-China
(Taipei).

The exhibition was or-
ganized by 48-year-old
farmer Miao Shiming, who
has been collecting newspa-

pers for 30 years, in the an-
cient city of Pingyao, north
China’s Shanxi Province.
The earliest newspaper
was Shanghai-published
Shenbadn 1872.

The shortestlived news-
paper featured is Xibao
which was the first and final
publication.The longest
lived publication is Hong
Kong-based Ta Kung Pao,

which has a history of 101
years. The rarest was a silk
newspaper marking the
return of Hong Kong to
China in 1997.
MNA/Xinhua

China gas field blast
kills at least 191

BEUING, 26 Dec — An explosion at a natural gas field in
China's southwestern municipality of Chongqing has killed
at least 191 people and poisoned scores, the official Xinhua
news agency said on Thursday. Authorities had evacuated
residents within three miles of the disaster site, it said.

The blast happened on Tuesday morning at the
Chuandongbei gas field in Kaixian County of Chonggqing
Municipality. A well had burst, releasing "a high concentra-
tion of natural gas and sulfurated hydrogen", the news
agency said.

The field belongs to China National Petroleum Corp
(CNPC), parent of oil major PetroChina. A hospital worker
in Kaixian said: "We are very busy. There are patients
everywhere. We haven't counted the casualties."

Some had been poisoned and others had suffered chemi-
cal burns, he said, declining to give other details or his name.

Chonggqing and the neighbouring province of Sichuan
are among China's major natural gas producing areas.
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German Embassy in Baghdad 25Dec, 2003, after guerillas hit central Baghdad with

MNA/Reuters|

more than a dozen grenades, rockets and mortar shells on Christmas-DestrNET
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US compound in Baghdad under fire
as troops celebrate Christmas

BacHpAD, 26 Dec— The US compound in the Iraqi capital came under rocket fire as American troops marke

Christmas while stepping up offensive operations against guerillas.

Two rockets exploded in the vicinity of the US head-
quarters in Baghdad late Thursday, a US military officer told
AFP.

He said two rockets hit in the area around the Green
Zone, but refused to say if they landed inside the fortress-
like former palace of deposed Iraqi president Saddam
Hussein.

Four rockets landed inside the complex early Thursday
but caused no casualties.

The attacks followed a decision by Baghdad’s churches
to cancel Christmas Eve midnight mass, citing fears of
violence in the capital. Insurgents went on to launch a series
of Christmas Day rocket and bomb attacks.

Churches in the capital held services Wednesday in-
stead, but with shortages of electricity and gasoline, Chris-
tians also cancelled their traditional Christmas parties and
chose to celebrate at home.

But in Ankawa, a small village close to Arbil, residents
celebrated all night. Young men and women gathered in the
streets while their parents attended mass.

“For us Christians living in the north of the country, we
have no security concerns because the situation is good and
our hope is that this situation will be extended to the whole
country,” said Bulus Shimon, who heads the town’s cultural
association.

Twelve churches in nine different Kurdish cities or
villages celebrated midnight mass.

Meanwhile, the US military was conducting Operation
Iron Grip for a third night. In it, the US First Armoured

Division rounded up loyalists of the former dictator and
pounded suspected insurgent locations with artillery and
aircraft canon fire.

A coalition military spokeswoman reported “a large
amount of activity” in the city Thursday night.

“Offensive operations conducted by coalition forces
include ground and air assets in cooperation with Iraqi
authorities,” she said.

About four hours of sporadic loud fire reverberated
across the city. Some of the firing came from artillery, which
the US-led coalition employed two nights earlier.

An airplane droned over Baghdad late Thursday as it did
two nights earlier when troops called in air support.

In a separate development, a US soldier was electro-
cuted repairing a communications tower on Christmas Eve
in the northern oil centre of Kirkuk, a military official said.

Christmas Day ended the way it began — with explo-
sions.

A rocket struck the Turkish ambassador’s residence,
with minor damage only and no casualties.

Other projectiles pummeled the Sheraton hotel Wednes-
day night and again Thursday morning.

The hotel’s eighth floor was scarred by the impact of a
hit. The lobby and various floors of the hotel were strewn
with broken glass.

Thursday’s rebel offensive came amid predictions by
the US-led coalition administering Iraq that guerpllas would
wage a spectacular offensive to embarrass the US military

during the Christmas period.—Internert

HK Chief praises
police for effective

operation

HonG Kong, 26 Dec—
The Chief Executive of
Hong Kong Special Admin-
istrative Region (HKSAR)
Tung Chee-hwa Wednesday
afternoon praised Hong
Kong police for its latest
operation as it just smashed
an armed syndicate and ar-
rested two suspects.

Speaking at the police
headquarters in Wanchai,
Tung said the operation was
outstanding and effective,
and stressed thatahigh qual-
ity police force was crucial
to Hong Kong’s prosperity
and stability.
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Iraqusolicman stands guard next to an unexp.l'aﬂéa'rocket outside Baghdad (
Council on 25 December, 2003. The council building was hit by another rocket ¢

Thursday morning.NTERNET

Occupation forces
bomb Baghdad
for third night

BagHpAD, 26 Dec—US-led occupation forces have
bombed Baghdad for the third consecutive night as
resistance fighters have lobbed at least three mortar
bombs into the vicinity of the US-led occupying admin-
istration headquarters.”

US forces attacked what they say is a suspected
resistance fighter hideout in the outskirts of Baghdad on
Thursday night. Military officials said they launched
“offensive operations” involving ground and air units. It
was part of Operation Iron Grip, aimed at stamping out
resistance fighters in the capital.

The resistance in Baghdad is the widest in scale since

the 13 December capture of ousted leader Saddam
Hussein.
Meanwhile, there was no immediate word of casualties
after bombs struck the US headquarters in central Bagh-
dad. Warning sirens blared in the huge facility shortly
after the attack.

The night attack came 17 hours after resistance fight-
ers fired more than a dozen rockets and mortar bombs in
central Baghdad, hitting the vicinity of the US headquar-
ters, two hotels occupied by Westerners, two embassies
and an apartment bloc.

Rockets struck the outer wall of the Iranian embassy,
the Turkish embassy and a residential building next to the
Germany embassy. Two Sheraton and Burj al-Hayat
hotels, used by Westerners, and an Iraqi apartment block
nearby were also targeted.

A rocket missed the Interior Ministry and landed in a
nearby street, said witnesses. Police said US troops de-
fused a rocket aimed at the finance ministry in another
neighbourhood. One woman was wounded in the attacks,
which took place around sunrise.

Near Baquba two Iraqi Civil Defence Corps (ICDC)
members were wounded in a drive-by shooting, said
police. Several bullets hit Lieutenant Naim Ijbari in the
stomach and he was taken to hospital in Baghdad.

His colleague, Haidar Abd al-Kazem, was hit in the

right hand and cut by shards of glass when assailants
y9ulled up alongside their car and riddled it with bullets.
r Internet
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MNA/Xinhua
Spain
arrests 62
illegal
iImmigrants,
2 traffickers

MADRID, 26 Dec — Over
the past two days, Spanish
police have captured two

Bolivia declares emergency
due to heavy downpour

Lima, 26 Dec — Bolivian authorities on Wednesday
declared a state of emergency after heavy downpour hit the
centre of the country, leaving one bridge collapsed, 19
people dead and 50 missing, reports reaching here said.

Rescue crews retrieved 19 bodies on Wednesday from
Chapare River in the Cochabamba region of central Bolivia.

A bridge over the river collapsed, plunging into the
torrent several vehicles, including a police car and a bus full
of passengers. The bodies of 16 bus passengers and three
policemen were recovered. Six were rescued.

The bridge, 20 metres tall and 350 metres long, has

traffickers and 62 illegal
immigrants, mostly from
Sub-Saharan Africa, au-
thorities said Wednesday.
The 62illegalimmigrants
whobelonged to three groups
were caught in the Canary
Islands coast. The first group
was spotted on Tuesday af-
ternoon aboard a boat some
eight kilometres from Pozo
Negro, in Antigua munici-
pality. The vessel, carrying
29 men from Sub-Saharan
Africa and two traffickers of
Moroccan origin, was inter-
cepted by a patrol boat of the
Civil Guard and was taken to
the port of Gran Tarajal.
MNA/Xinhua

served as an important connection between Cochabamba
and three other states, Santa Cruz, San Luis de Potosi and La
Paz.Weather forecasts said that more heavy rains were
expected in the region. — MNA/Xinhua

Chile seizes 5,220 doses of Ecsta

SANTIAGO, 26 Dec — Chilean police seized 5,220 doses
of Ecstasy in a recent operation, according to reports of the
local Press on Thursday.

The drug was found in a parcel inside audio equipment
sent by a Dutchman named Diego Rialis. The addressee was
identified as Jose Astorga, of Chilean origin.

"It has been police intelligence work that has taken
some time," Vice- Interior Minister Jorge Correa said,
adding that the operation took place on Tuesday and
Wednesday.

Thisis the largest amount of such drug ever seized in the
South American country.

MNA/Xinhua
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Iran earthquake ‘kills thousands’

TEHERAN, 26 Dec—Thousands of people are feared dead after a powerful earthquake
hit the city of Bam in south-eastern Iran.

Theancientcity’shistoric quarter - apopular
tourist destination - was badly damaged, and
telephone and water links were disrupted by
the quake on Friday. Rescuers have rushed to
the area, but there are reports local hospitals
were damaged, slowing relief efforts.

Iran suffers frequent earthquakes, with
small tremors happening almost daily and
35,000 dying in one 1990 quake. Iranian

officials say at least 2,000 people were killed in
Friday's quake.

"So far we can only confirm 2,000 dead but
the number is sure torise," an unnamed official
told Reuters by telephone.

The French news agency AFP reports that
500 people have already been buried. Iranian
state television reported that 60% of the houses
in Bam had been destroyed. —Internet

The quake|
was the
most
powerful
in the
region since
1998
INTERNET




A private security guard points his gun from the roof of a Sheraton hotel terrace in
Baghdad, on 25 December, 2003, after the hotel came under rocket propelled
grenade attack.—INTERNET

A wounded Iraqi woman looks at the hole caused when a rocket tore into her family's

apartment in central Baghdad.—INTERNET

An Iraqi vendor stands inside his damaged store along a commercial street in central
Baghdad on 25 Dec, 2003. A roadside bomb exploded on a busy Baghdad street, blowing
off the hand of a policeman and seriously wounding two other officers.—INTERNET

Bahzar
Ramadan,
advisor to the
Iraqi Minister
of Construc-
tion and
Housing, lies
in hospital
emergency
unit after he
was severely
wounded by
unknown
assailants in
Baghdad on
25 December,
2003.

INTERNET

Iraqi police officers stand in front of a broken window after a rocket hit a wall of the
Iranian Embassy in Baghdad on 25 December, 2003. Just outside the green zone, a
half dozen rockets were fired at the Iranian Embassy and one hit the wall of the

building, Iraqi police said. —INTERNET

A wounded Iraqi girl, sits in her bedroom in front of a hole caused when a rocket tore

into her family's apartment in central Baghdad.—INTERNET
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Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

Towards a new nation of new era

The Tatmadaw, af-
ter the assumption of State
responsibilities on 18 Sep-
tember 1988, first and fore-
most carried out restoration
of law and order; prevailing
peace and tranquillity in the
country.

Atthe same time, the
Tatmadaw made efforts to
repair and build roads and
bridges for secure and
smooth transportation and
establish new satellite towns
in Yangon down to all parts
of the country inimplement-
ing the construction tasks
all over the country with the
dedicated service of the pub-
lic. The Tatmadaw alsoren-
dered assistance as neces-
sary to the drive ensuring
the swift flow of commodi-
ties for the convenient liv-
ing of the people.
AR T s

Since its assumption of the State duties in 1988, the Tatmad
carrying out nation-building tasks. Tatmadawmen taking part in construction
irrigation facilities in the South-West Command region.

Realizing that the
planning economic system
the Burma Socialist Pro-
gramme Party had practised
could not guarantee the eco-
nomic growth of the State
inthe light of objective con-
ditions of the country, the
Tatmadaw introduced the
market economic system
and adopted the ‘open door’
policy to attract interna-
tional investments in trade.
To make the market eco-
nomic system and the ‘open
door’ policy successful, the
Tatmadaw annulled eco-
nomic laws, orders and dec-
larations released in the time
of the BSPP and replaced
them with new ones capa-
ble of propping up the mar-
ket economic system and
the ‘open door’ policy. The
Tatmadaw Government en-
deavoured to the best of its
ability to boost the local and
foreigninvestments interms
of business transactions.
Moreover, the Tatmadaw
Government fulfilled the re-
quirements for the promo-
tion of private sector and
the cooperatives. On 30 No-
vember 1988, the Tatmadaw
Government enacted the
‘Union of Myanmar Invest-
ment Law’ under the Noti-
fication No 10/88.

Besides, continuous
steps were also taken to en-
able the respective minis-
tries to serve the interest of
the country and the people
to the full through the
changes in the organization
set-up, the enacting of laws,
and supervision and inspec-
tion to be able to work in
accord with the political and
economic policies of the

State. As a result, all the
'I-_ A w0 Sl

Chairman of the Central Committee for Development of Border Areas and National Races Head of State

Senior General Than Shwe presents gifts to national race leaders in Nagmon Region, Kachin State.

administrative machinery of
the State gained momen-
tum.

Priority was given
to the development of na-
tional races residing in bor-
der areas that lagged far
behind in development
owing to the flame of inter-
nal strife thatlasted for over
four decades since regain-
ing independence. The
Tatmadaw has firmly be-
lieved that the national soli-
darity is the key to the
progress of border areas
and national races.

It is safe to assume
that failure of successive
governments to work for
the development of border
areas and national races
was due to lack of stability
and tranquillity in those
areas.

Therefore, the
Tatmadaw Government laid
down Our Three Main Na-

E T et s |

aw Government h

tional Causes: Non-disinte-
gration of the Union, Non-
disintegration of national
solidarity and Perpetuation
of sovereignty, as national
guiding policy.

Further, the Tatma-
daw Government gave en-
couragement to the cultiva-
tion of poppy-substitute
crops inborder areas, where
poppy was grown previ-
ously, with the aim of
putting an end to poppy pro-
duction once and for all.
With these objectives, the
Tatmadaw Governmentim-
plemented the project of
border areas and national
races development.

In order to system-
atically carry out the devel-
opment tasks for border ar-
eas, the Tatmadaw Govern-
ment formed the Central
Committee for Develop-
ment of Border Areas and
National Races under the
Notification No23/89 dated
25 May 1989 and the Work
Committee under the Noti-
ficationNo 24/89 on 31 May
1989. Consequently, nine
work subcommittees were
alsoformedon 31 May 1989
to speed up the develop-
ment measures. The nine
work subcommittees are as
follows:

(1) the subcommittee for
agriculture and for-
estry,

the subcommittee for
livestock breeding,

the subcommittee for
road transport,

the subcommittee for
trade and cooperatives,

@
3)
“

$Pedr subcommittee for

f  housing estates,
(6) the subcommittee for

energy,

(7) the subcommittee for
health and education,

(8) the subcommittee for
public relations, and

(9) the subcommittee for
management and fi-
nance.

To make more ef-
fective the accelerated
measures for development
of border areas and national
races, the Tatmadaw Gov-
ernment enacted the ‘Law
for Development of Border
Areas and National Races’
on 13 August 1993, and
formed the Ministry of
Progress of Border Areas
and National Races and
Development Affairs on 30
January 1994.

Since the assump-
tion of State responsibili-
ties, the Tatmadaw Gov-
ernment has taken steps
phase by phase to turn the
country into a new demo-
cratic. In doing so, the
Tatmadaw laid down our
three main national causes
as the national guiding
policy and at the same time
implemented the four im-
mediate tasks successfully.
Moreover, the 12 political,
economic and social objec-
tives of the State have also
been put into action to en-
sure the emergence of adis-
cipline-flourishing peace-
ful and developed demo-
cratic nation in the future.
These 12 objectives are:

Four political objectives

* Stability of the State,
community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence
of law and order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of anew en-

during State Constitu-
tion

* Building of a new mod-
ern developed nation in
accord with the new
State Constitution

Four economic objectives

* Developmentof agricul-
ture as the base and all-
round development of
other sectors of the
economy as well

* Proper evolution of the
market-oriented eco-
nomic system

* Development of the
economy inviting par-
ticipation in terms of
technical know-how and
investments from
sources inside the coun-
try and abroad

* The initiative to shape
the national economy
mustbekeptinthe hands
of the State and the na-
tional peoples

Four social objectives

*  Uplift of the morale and
morality of the entire na-
tion

* Uplift of national pres-
tige and integrity and
preservation and safe-
guarding of cultural her-
itage and national char-
acter

* Uplift of dynamism of
patriotic spirit

*  Uplift of health, fitness
and education standards
of the entire nation

Inthis process, meas-

ures have been taken on the

basis of the strength of na-

tional unity. Therefore, suc-

cess has been achieved on

the political, economic and

social fronts in so short a

time.
Translation: KTY
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Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:

Endeavours for development of national brethre

'f ‘&

The Tatmadaw made efforts to repair and
build roads and bridges for secure and smooth
transportation and establish new satellite towns
in Yangon down to all parts of the country in
implementing the construction tasks all over the
country with the dedicated service of the public.

The Tatmadaw also rendered assistance as nece

sary to the drive ensuring the swift flow of com- i rogip L0, 2"
B

Scene of houses in Kaungkha Village séen imrﬁediately after resjoring
peace in the region in 1991.

modities for the convenient living of the people.

% %,

The Tatmadaw Government endeavoured to the best of its
ability to boost the local and foreign investments in terms of
business transactions. Moreover, the Tatmadaw Governmen
fulfilled the requirements for the promotion of private sector
and the cooperatives. On 30 November 1988, the Tatmada
Government enacted the ‘Union of Myanmar Investment Law’
under the Notification No 10/88. Besides, continuous steps werg
also taken to enable the respective ministries to serve the inte
est of the country and the people to the full through the changes
in the organization set-up, the enacting of laws, and supervi
sion and inspection to be able to work in accord with the po-
litical and economic policies of the State. As a result, all the
administrative machinery of the State gained momentum. Pri-
ority was given to the development of national races residing
in border areas that lagged far behind in development owing
to the flame of internal strife that lasted for over four decades
since regaining independence. The Tatmadaw has firmly be
lieved that the national solidarity is the key to progress of
border areas and national races.

After taking charge of the State duties, the Tatmadaw Government has const(]ucted

roads for smooth and secure transport. Yangon-Pyay road has been upgraded.
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt greets All China|
Women'’s Federation (ACWF) Vice-President Mme C
Xiurong.(News on page 1) —MNa

Industrialists urged to gradually...
(from page 16)

At the same time, infrastructures in the electricity
energy, human resources and transport sectors have been
developed.

Concerning the electricity sector, mass production of
the hydel-run generators is needed in supplying electric-
ity to villages in cooperation with the local people. The
whole nation now has over 100,000 industries, up from
only over 39,600 in the past. Over 6,800 industries have
been relocated at the 18 industrial zones. And the indus-
trial sector is enjoying not only the quantitative advan-
tage, but also the qualitative development.

For development of the industrial zones, the ministers
concerned are giving close supervision for the develop-
ment of industrial zones as heads of the zones. The
Industrial Development Committee has been formed,
impetus is given to develop cottage industries into ones
which apply advanced technology and machines by com-
bining State-owned and private-owned industries harmo-
niously.

A new policy has already been introduced to the rice
trade in accord with the market-oriented economic system.
The new policy permits free rice milling, trading and
transport and to export the surplus.

The industrialists are required to upgrade their rice
mills to produce quality rice to be able to compete with that
from other countries. Machine parts used in rice mills will
be displayed as import-substitute goods at the exhibition to
upgrade the rice mills that will begin on 8 January 2004.

The industrialists are urged to study the use of ad-
N&Anced machinery and rubber processing methods at the
State-owned factories to invent goods that may be actu-

Chinese guests visit Kyauktan
Township MCWA (Branch)

YANGON, 26 Dec — The visiting Chinese guests led by
Vice-President of the All China Women’s Federation Mme.
Chen Xiurong paid a visit to Kyauktan Township Maternal
and Child Welfare Association (Branch) in Yangon South
District this morning.

Together with Myanmar Women’s Affairs Federation
Vice-President Professor Dr Daw May May Yee, General
Secretary Professor Dr Daw Khin Aye Win, Myanmar
Maternal and Child Welfare Association Vice-President Dr
Daw Tin Lin Myint, Secretary Dr Daw Wai Wai Tha, Joint-
Secretary Dr Daw Nwe Oo and officials, the Chinese guests
arrived at Myaingthaya Model Village in Kyauktan Town-
ship, where they were welcomed by Patron of Yangon
Division Maternal and Child Welfare Association Daw
Khin Thet Htay and members.

The guests viewed the courses on tailoring, silver smith,
lace knitting, flower arrangement and fruits arrangement
conducted by Yangon Division MCWA Supervisory Com-
mittee. Mme. Chen Xiurong and Daw Khin Thet Htay
exchanged gifts.

The guests also visited Lunge Yeikmyon and Alindan
Thuta Yeikmyon day nurseries.

MMCWA President Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe hosted a
luncheon to the guests at the Sedona Hotel.

In the afternoon, Mme. Chen Xiurong and party visited
the Gems Mart of the Ministry of Mines on Kaba Aye

ally useful for the nation. The industrial zones will have
to strive for wider distribution of 10-ton rice mills so that
the nation will be able to produce and consume more
quality rice.The industrialists are going to visit the Nyaung
Chehtauk factory, where they will have to study the
production of computer-controlled CNC lathe machines
and lathes using digital read-out system. In this regard,

they will have to consider the use of the new generation
machines for manufacturing products of superior quality.

The industrial zones play a key role in developing the
industrial sector of the State. Thus, the entrepreneurs will
have to gradually develop their industries from manual
control system to mechanical control system, and then to
computer-controlled system.

Similarly, the industrialists will get an opportunity to
study casting and forging technologies at the factories in
Sinde and Htonbo and modern technologies on cutting
and shaping at Myaungdaga and Kyaukhswekyo steel
mills. So, it will contribute substantially towards assem-
bling of small automobiles including jeeps as well as 60-
passenger buses and 10-ton and above trucks in their
industrial zones.

A total of 474 small automobiles were assembled in 11
industrial zones last year. And this year, 861 out of 1,038
targeted automobiles have been assembled. The govern-
ment and respective ministries will provide necessary
assistance and set standards in connection with the work
programme presented by eight industrial zones for smooth
manufacturing of 60-passenger buses and 10 tons and above
trucks needed for better transportation of the nation.

Atatime when the government places great emphasis
on development of industrial zones and private indus-
tries, harmonious efforts are to be made to speed up the
development momentum of agro-based industries, and to
ensure development of the industrial zones that can manu-
facture import-substitute products and emergence of high-
technology-based industries. Moreover, the excursion
tour will enhance skills of the industrialists and contrib-
ute much towards progress of their industries.

Employing the knowledge gained from the study tour,
the industrialists are to endeavour in taking innovative
measures to manufacture new items and import-substitute
goods. The industrial zones must be upgraded to the ones
that can produce quality products with the use of advanced
machines. Only then, can they conveniently manufacture
quality items in a short time, the Secretary-1 said.

(See page 9)

Pagoda Road. — MNA

All China Women'’s Federation
visit Gems Mart on Kaba Aye Pagoda Roadin

(ACWF) Vice-President Mme Chen Xiurong and

MMCWA President Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe and ACWF Vice-President Mme Chen Xiurong and party pose for
documentary photo.-vNa

YANGON, 26 Dec—
President of Myanmar Ma-
ternal and Child Welfare
Association Dr Daw Khin
Win Shwe met with All
China Women’s Federation-
ACWF Vice-President
Mme Chen Xiurong and
party of the People’s Re-
public of China at the multi-
purpose  building of
MMCWA at the corner of
Thanthuma and Parami
Roads in South Okkalapa
Township this morning.

Also present at the
angeting were Vice-Presi-
dents of MMCWA Dr Kyi

Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe meets with ACWF

Vice-President

Soe and Dr Daw Tin Lin
Myint, Vice-President of
Myanmar Women’s Affairs
Federation Dr Daw May
May Yi, Secretary of
MMCWA Dr Daw Wai
Wai Tha and CEC mem-
bers, General Secretary of
MWAF Prof Dr Daw Khin
Aye Win, Counsellor of the
Chinese Embassy Mr Yu
Boren and officials.

First, Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe extended greetings.
Secretary of MMCWA Dr
Daw Wai Wai Tha ex-
plained matters related to
MMCWA. Dr Daw Khin

Win Shwe and Dr Kyi Soe
answered queries raised by
the guests.

Next, Dr Daw Khin Win
Shwe and Dr Daw Tin Lin
Myint presented gifts to the
guests.

Afterwards, the Vice-
president of the ACWF
signed in the visitors’ book
and posed for documentary
photo with those present.

Later, the guests visited
Earlier Childhood Develop-
ment Centre, Feminine Dis-
ease Diagnosis Centre and
Domestic Science Training
School.— MNA
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Pathan Desana recitation ceremony held at
Shwedagon Pagoda

YaNGoN, 26 Dec — The 2003-2004 academic year
School Family Day Pathan Desana reciting ceremony
was held at Rahu corner (north-west corner) of the
Shwedagon Pagoda platform this morning, attended by
Chairman of Yangon Division Peace and Development
Council Commander of Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe.

Also present on the occasion were Chairman of the
Leading Committee for Holding 2003-2004 School Fam-

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe and Minister for

ily Day Minister for Education U Than Aung, Chairman
of the Work Committee-1 for Holding the School Fam-
ily Day Deputy Minister Lt-Col Aung Myo Min, Chair-
man of the Work Committee-2 Deputy Minister U Myo
Nyunt, officials, principals, teachers and students.

Those present kept the Five Precepts. Next, flowers,
water and lights were offered to the pagoda.

The students collectively recited Pathan Desana,
followed by sharing of merits gained. — MNA

Education U Than Aung attend Pathan Desana recitation

ceremony of basic education studentsmwa”

Co-ord Meeting held for holding

Fourth World Buddhist Summit

YANGON, 26 Dec— The Fourth World Buddhist Sum-
mit will be held in Myanmar soon. So, the coordination
meeting concerning the summit was held at the lecture
hall of International Theravada Buddhist Missionary Uni-
versity this morning. At the meeting, Minister for Reli-
gious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Myint Maung, Chairman of
Work Committee for Organizing the Summit, spoke on
the occasion. Before the address of the minister, those
present recited Namo Tassa three times. Then, Deputy
Minister Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko and Director-General
Dr Myo Myint of the Religious Affairs Department re-
ported on matters related to the summit.

Those leading the sub-committees submitted sector-
wise reports to the meeting. The participants of the meet-
ing took part in the discussions before the concluding
remarks of the minister. Also present on the occasion
were deputy ministers, Vice-Chairman of Yangon City
Development Committee Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa,
Adviser to the State Peace and Development Council
Office U Arnt Maung and departmental heads.— MNA

Yangon Division Smooth & Secure Transport Supervisory Committee meets

YANGON, 26 Dec — A coordination meeting of the
Yangon Division Smooth and Secure Transport Supervi-
sory Committee was held at the meeting hall of Yangon
Command this afternoon.

It was attended by Committee Chairman Yangon Di-
vision Peace and Development Council Chairman Yangon
Command Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Deputy Com-
mander Col Wai Lwin, military region commanders, re-
sponsible personnel, officials, those of the all bus lines
control committees in Yangon Division and guests.

First, Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe explained the

also reported on their supervision works for abiding by
traffic rules and regulations.

Speaking to the meeting, Commander Maj-Gen Myint
Swe said car accidents in the division have been reduced
significantly. However, more systematic arrangements are
to be made for departmental vehicles, ferries, private ve-
hicles and taxis to strictly abide by traffic rules and regu-
lations. He also dealt with measures for taking action
against those who violate the traffic rules.

Later, the commander fulfilled the needs and the meet-
ing came to a close. — MNA

tasks to be carried out by the committee members for
smooth and secure transport and for the convenience of
travellers and commuters in Yangon Division. Next, com-
mittee members reported on tasks being carried out at bus
terminals, railway stations, jetties and airports for the
convenience of those travelling around and measures to
prevent car accidents. Chairmen of bus line committees

Minister for Religious Affairs Brig-Gen Thura Myint
Maung addresses the coordination meeting for holdin
the Fourth World Buddhist Summitmxa

Industrialists urged to gradually...
(from page 8)

Arrangements had been made to hold workshops ena-
bling private entrepreneurs to exchange opinions and ex-
periences gained from the study tours of the State-owned
factories, the Secretary-1 said. With the aim of providing
modern technologies to the entrepreneurs, technicians from
the ministries concerned had been invited to the work-
shops to disseminate technologies for production of farm
implement and machinery, automobiles, rubber, machines
and machine tools, and import-substitute items.

Only with the united efforts of private entrepreneurs
under the guidance and encouragement of the State, will
the industrial sector of private entrepreneurs develop.
And only with the cooperation of industries of the State
sector, cooperative sector and private sector, will modern
and developed industrialized nation emerge, and the heavy,
medium and light industries develop harmoniously.

In conclusion, the Secretary-1 urged the entrepreneurs
to exert efforts together with innovation, perseverance and
goodwill towards the State for the continued success of
their factories at such a good time when the State is ren-

dering assistance and encouragement.
Next, Secretary of Industrial Development Committee

POEM:

If it takes the form of volume of water

* If a drop of rainwater is negligible
When many raindrops gather
Sizeable ponds, lakes and weirs appear
They take the form of creeks and rivers
And wide expanses seas and oceans
Taken together they form collections
Which can be discerned massively.

* Those expanses of water in collection
Exist as ponds, lakes, creeks and rivers
And oceans are for humans
Source of sustenance, water for drinking and use
For human existence
Pleasant and plentiful
For humanitarian and economic
Use all round and beneficial.

* Raindrops gather, and mass of water
Afford the human abode this much
Of benefits
Humans collectively, in masses
Like water take clean and clear form
And work unitedly, that human mass
In the collective national abode
The pleasant peace path to progress
Will constantly be straight.

=t

Po Wa (Trs)

Chairman of Myanma Industrial Development Committee
Minister for Industry-1 U Aung Thaung, Chairman of
Myanma Industrial Development Work Committee Min-
ister for Industry-2 Maj-Gen Saw Lwin reported on ar-
rangements for conducting study tours and holding work-
shops for private industrialists. Afterwards, Chairman of
the Work Committee for Conducting Study Tours of fac-
tories and Holding Workshops Secretary of Myanma In-
dustrial Development Committee Deputy Minister for
Industry-1 Brig-Gen Kyaw Win, Chairman of the Sub-
committee for Conducting Study Tours of Factories
Deputy Minister for Industry-2 Lt-Col Khin Maung Kyaw,
Chairman of the Subcommittee for Holding Workshops
Deputy Minister for Science and Technology Dr Chan
Nyein reported on arrangements for conducting study tours
and holding workshops. Next, Minister for Commerce
Brig-Gen Pyi Sone, Minister for Transport Maj-Gen Hla
Myint Swe, Minister for Cooperatives Maj-Gen Htay Oo
and deputy ministers gave supplementary reports. After-
wards, the Secretary-1 made concluding remarks. — MNA

Chinese guests visit Mandalay

YANGON, 26 Dec — The visiting Chinese delegation of
five, led by Mme Chen Xiurong, Vice President of All China
Women'’s Federation (ACWF), accompanied by First Sec-
retary of Chinese Embassy to Myanmar Mrs Deng Qinghua
and General Secretary Prof Daw Khin Aye Win of Myanmar
Women'’s Affairs Federation, paid a visit to Mandalay by air
yesterday morning. On their arrival they were accorded
welcome by Patron of Mandalay Division Women’s Affairs
Committee Daw Myat Ngwe, Commissioner of the Divi-
sion Administration Department U Kyin Lin, Consul-Gen-
eral Mr Li Xuelin of Consulate-General in Mandalay and
officials. The guests and officials first visited
Myanansankyaw Golden Palace, where officials explained
to them the history of the palace.

Next, they went to the Sutaungpyae Pagoda on Manda-
lay Hill and made cash donations. The delegation then
studied embroidery works in Aungmyethazan Township
and arrived back here this afternoon. — MNA
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Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win and party sharing merits at cornerstone laying ceremony of religious buildings at Thiri
Lekkhanayama Dagon Yeiktha Alekyaungsaung in Dagon Myothit (East) Township on 25 Dédembeeported). — MNA

Commerce Minister receives foreign guests

YANGON, 26 Dec — Brig-Gen Pyi Sone, Minister for
Commerce, received Mr Niu Haijun, Deputy Governor of
Zhilin Province, People’s Republic of China, and party at
10.30 am and Mr William Lung Ng, Director (Trade Rep-
resentative) of Republic of Nauru Trade Promotion Office,
and party at 4 pm, at his office on Strand Road here today.

Present on the occasions were Deputy Minister Brig-
Gen Aung Tun, Director-General of Directorate of Trade
U Nyunt Aye, Managing Director of Myanma Agricul-
tural Produce Trading U Min Hla Aung and officials.

MNA

Tourists arrive

YANGON, 26 Dec — Supervised by the Ministry of
Hotel and Tourism, assisted by the Ministry of Transport
and arranged by Insight Myanmar Tourism Co Ltd, MV
Seabourn Spirit carrying 176 tourists arrived at Nanthida
jetty here this morning. The tourists were welcomed and
greeted there by officials of the ministries concerned and
the company. — MNA

Dr Daw Khin Win Shwe speaking at opening o
delivery room of Maternal and Child Welfare
Association (Branch) of MPBENews reported). — MNA

72 fires break out

in November

YANGON, 26 Dec— A
total of 72 fires broke out
across Myanmar in Novem-
ber 2003, causing a loss of
K 22.01 million.

Fires broke out in the
country due to negligence in
60 cases, eight electric shocks
and arson in four cases. Local
authoritiesand respective state
and division fire services de-
partments are reminded to
make fire drills according to
plan to take fire prevention
measures. — MNA

29 insurgents exchange arms for peace in October, Novembe

YANGON, 26 Dec—
The State Peace and Devel-
opment Council, upholding
Our Three Main Causes, is
striving to forge national
reconsolidation and making
concerted efforts for devel-
opment of the regions
throughout the country.
Understanding the endeav-
ours and goodwill of the
government, armed groups
which realised that their de-
structive acts did not ben-
efit the country at all have
been exchanging arms for
peace in groups and indi-
vidually at respective mili-
tary camps in October and
November 2003.

Pvts Saw Don Ni, Saw
Bo Nar and Nei Kyaw of
No 1 Company, No 1 Bat-
talion, No 1 Brigade of
KNU armed group, village
commander Hti Mei (a) U
Maung Pan of No 2 Battal-
ion, Pvt Moe Lut of No 1
Company of No 2 Battal-
ion of KNU armed group,
bringing together with
them one M-22, one maga-
zine and 24 rounds of am-
munition, Hpa-an Town-
ship Administrative Com-
mittee member Saw Tint
Te (a) Pha The Khee with
one M-16, six magazines
and 120 rounds of ammu-

nition, Pvt Win Naing of
No 7 Battalion of ABSDF
armed group, section leader
Myo Lwin of spilited Mon
armed group with one AK-
47, two magazines and 40
rounds of ammunition ex-
changed arm for peace in
South-East Command area;
Pvt In Shin of SURA
armed group in Triangle
Region Command area;
Pvts Sai Lu and Hla Aung
of No 154 Battalion of No
758 Brigade of SURA
armed group and Adminis-
trator Soe Moe (a) Bo Gyi
of KNPP armed group in
Eastern Command area;
Cpl Saw Mar Lay Htoo of
No 5 Battalion of No 2
Brigade of KNU armed
group bringing together
with one M-16, one maga-
zine and 27 rounds of am-
munition and Pvt Saw Ei
Ke (a) Myint Thein of No
1 Company of No 8 Bat-
talion of No 3 Brigade in
Southern Command area;
cadre Maung Zaw (a) Saw
Me Too of No 3 Company
of No 11 Battalion of KNU
armed group with one AK-
47, one magazine and 20
rounds of ammunition, Cpl
Saw Gaw Phee of Combat
Company of No 4 Brigade,
2nd-Lt Ye Hla, Sgt Pwe

Time — 9 amto 5 pm

56th Anniversary

Independence Day Exhibition
Date — 3rd to 11th January 2004

Place — Tatmadaw Hall on U Wisara Road, Yangor}.

(Free entrance)

Pwe and Pado Chit Aung
(a) Hla Baw with one pis-
tol, two AK-47, one M-79
launcher, four assorted
magazines, 35 assorted
rounds of ammunition, five
shells, one grenade and
three mines, Pvt Tar Paw
Kwar, Pvt Saw Yue and
Saw Pa Leik of No 3 Com-
pany of No 11 Battalion
with one revolver and two
rounds of ammunition,
Pado Saw Ga Lee Ya of
Khawtakha Administration
Committee with one .38
revolver and eight rounds
of ammunition, Pvt Saw
Hla Baw of No 3 Company
of No 10 Battalion with
one M-1 pistol, one .38 re-
volver, 63 assorted rounds
of ammunition, Platoon
Commander Ko Sein and
Pvt Maung Kyaw with one
AK-47, one magazine, 12
rounds of ammunition and
one grenade, Pvt Saw Zet
Lay of No 1 Company of
No 7 DO Battalion, Pvt Lo
Poe (a) Aye Nge and Saw
Chit Thway of No 203 Bat-
talion of No 4 Brigade with
one AK-47, one magazine,
seven rounds of ammuni-
tion, MA-1, one magazine
and 15 rounds of ammuni-
tion in Coastal Region
Command area.

Officials of respective
military camps warmly
welcomed the 29 persons
who exchanged arm for
peace and attended to their
needs. There are more
armed group members
wishing to exchange arms
for peace. — MNA
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Hailing the 56th Anniversary Independence Day:
Seven Ayeyawady river crossing bridges constructed by the Ministry

Construction in the time of the State Peace and Developme@iouncil

| I E E I E I E E SN EEEEE NN N EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENI]
The Ministry of Construction has constructed a total of 165 bridges of 180 [
feet and above, including seven bridges across Ayeyawady river, the artery of [
Myanmar. Although there existed only Ayeyawady river crossing Sagaing [
Bridge in the past, now the State opened Bala Min Htin Bridge in Kachin State, [§
Anawrahta Bridge in Magway Division, Ayeyawady Bridge (Magway) in [§
Magway Division, Nawaday Bridge in Bago Division, and Bo Myat Htun [§
Bridge, Maubin Bridge and Dedaye Bridge in Ayeyawady Division. Ayeyawady [
river crossing Yadanabon Bridge is under construction. .
| I E E E EEEEEEE NN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERI]
: : : . : Date of
Ayeyawady river crossing Dedaye Bridge, which is 4,088] No Name Location Length Cost .
feet long and was opened in Dedaye Township, Ayeyawagly completlon
Division, on 23-3-2003.
1. Nawaday Pyay Township, 4183 feet | K833.17 million, 18-9-1997
Bridge Bago Division FE 8.685 million
2. | Bala Min Htin Myitkyina, 2688 feet | K 1077.3 million, 14-11-1998
Bridge Kachin State FE 5.9 million
3. | Bo Myat Tun Nyaungdon, 8544 feet | K5565.45million, 15-11-1999
Ayeyawady river crossing Nawaday Bridge, which is Bridge Ayeyawady FE 8.6 million
‘ 4,183 feet long and was opened in Pyay, Bago Divisior\v, Division
on 18-9-1997.
xq! 4. Anawrahta Chauk, Magway 5192 feet | K 3284 million, 4-4-2001
e
e Bridge Division FE 5.05 million
5. | Maubin Bridge Maubin, 2362 feet | K680 million, 10-2-1998
AyeyawadyDivision FE 2.21 million
6. Ayeyawady Magway, 8989 feet | K 7951 million, 24-11-2002
Bridge Magway Division FE 8.58 million
(Magway)
7. | Dedaye Bridge | Dedaye,Ayeyawady | 4088 feet | K 3550 million, 23-3-2003
Ayeyawady river crossing Magway Bridge, which is 8,989 f¢et
long and was opened in Magway Township, Magway Division FE 1.6 million
Division, on 24-11-2002.

L}

Ayeyawady river crossing Anawrahta Bridge, which is 5,192 feet long and was opened in Chauk, Magway Division, on 4-4-2001.
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SAARC commerce
secretaries meet fails to
clinch agreement on SAFTA
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lhn llwnm  and liaoe
Erafurin: 21 <e falwatyg | sLAMABAD , 26 Dec— The two-day special meeting of
TN,

Commerce Secretaries of the SAARC countries ended
here on Wednesday without clinching an agreement to

Thousands of books are waiting Lo give youn
knowledge free of charge
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ADVDERTISEMENTS

TRADE MARK
CAUTION

CAMUS LAGRANDE
MARQUE, acompany in-
corporated in France, of
29, rue Marguerite de
Navarre, 16100 CO-
GNAC, France, is the
Owner of the following
Trade Mark:-

CAMUS

Reg. No. 3155/2003
inrespectof “International
Class 33: alcoholic bever-
ages (except beers)”.

Fraudulentimitation or
unauthorised use of the
said Trade Mark will be
dealt with according to
law.

Win Mu Tin,

M.A., H.G.P, D.B.L
for CAMUS LA
GRANDE MARQUE
P.O. Box 60, Yangon:

Dated: 27 December, 2003
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CLAIMS DAY NOTICE
MV SEA MERCHANT VOY NO (487)

Consignees of cargo carried on MV SEA MERCHANT
Voy No (487) are here by notified that the vessel will be
arriving on 28-12-03 and cargo will be discharged into the
premises of A.W.P.T where it will lie at the consignee’s risk
and expenses and subject to the byelaws and conditions of
the Port of Yangon.

Damaged cargo will be surveyed daily from 8 am to
11.20 am and 12 noon to 4 pm to Claims Day now declared
as the third day after final discharge of cargo from the
vessel.

No claims against this vessel will be admitted after the
Claims Day.
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SHIPPING AGENCY DEPARTMENT
MYANMA PORT AUTHORITY
AGENT FOR: M/S ADVANCE CONTAINER LINE
Phone : 256908/378316/376797

Small plane

crash kills 5

in southern
California

Los ANGELES, 26 Dec—
A two-engine small plane
crashed Wednesday in the
mountains near an airport in
southern California, killing
all five people aboard, US
authorities said.

The plane, which left
Long Beachat9.54 amlocal
time, crashed about 26 min-
utes after takeoff in arugged
mountain terrain near the
CatalinaIsland Airport, said
Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration spokesman Donn
Walker.

Santa Catalina Island is
26 miles southwest of Los
Angeles.

Walker said the seven-
seat Piper Senecawas at-
tempting to execute a
“missed approach”, and was
turning around to head back
tothe airport whenitcrashed.

“The visibility was
poor,” Walker said. “The
cloud ceiling was only 100
feet.” US National Trans-
portation and Safety Board
officials are investigating the
crash.

MNA/Xinhua

Veteran Chinese artists
accept career awards

BeuinGg, 26 Dec— “As an artist, | have been lucky td
have lived in this era,” Pan He, a 78-year-old sculptor
said here Wednesday, when he accepted an award f
his lifetime’s work from China’s Ministry of Culture.

The annual awards were
conferred on 10 prominent
artists who are considered to
have contributed greatly to
China’s artheritage. Pan and
the other nine specialists in
performance and fine arts,
who accepted the awards av-
erage over 75 years of age.

The awards committee
said, “With works reflecting
China’s memories of the past
century, they have influ-
enced a whole era.”

Most of the winners were
born in the 1920s, a decade
when a republic succeeded
China’s last dynasty. They
pursued their artistic careers
inthe 1930s and 1940s, and
witnessed the establishment
of the People’s Republic of
China in 1949.

They won back their
reputations along with the
opportunity to pursue their
careers after China’s intro-
duction of the opening-up
and reform policies in the
late 1970s.

“My biggest ambition is
to record in my works the

history I have experienced,
so that our children can un-
derstand what happened.”
said Pan, whose 105 sculp-
tures are scattered in 63 cit-
ies.

These 10 artists typify a
generation of China’s art pio-
neers who explored the pos-
sibilities of modernizing
China’s traditional arts,
sometimes by converging
with Western practices.

Yuan Xuefen spent over
60 years perfecting one of
China’s oldest traditional
dramas. Wu Guanzhong,
who graduated from a fine
art school in Paris, has dedi-
cated his life to bringing
China’s ink painting and
Western painting together.

“China’s cultural heritage
bringsinspirationtoEast Asian
countries,” said Toshusai
Fukami, the Japanese donor of
this award, who is committed
to Sino-Japanese cultural ex-
changes, “Therefore, these art-
ists are not only treasures of
China, they are also treasures
of East Asia.”—MNA/Xinhua

D

Southern China
province
strengthens
anti-drug
efforts

GuaNGzHOU, 26 Dec—Po-
lice in this capital city of south
China’s Guangdong Province
are making greater efforts to
help local drug addicts kick
out their habits, said a police
official Wednesday here.

Xie Fuxing, vice director
of Guangzhou City Public
Security Bureau, said some
150 million yuan (18.3 mil-
lion US dollars) will be used
to build drug rehabilitation
centres withatotal of 16,000
beds to accommodate drug
addicts for treatment. This is
an improvement on the cur-
rent capacity of 5,500 beds.

Statistics show 6,903
drug addicts were forced to
take treatment in local drug
abstention centers and 2,539
people were sent to labour
camps for detoxification
from January to November.
Meanwhile, 4,134 people
voluntarily underwent anti-
drug treatment in the city.

Local police cracked 493
drug-related crimes from
January to November, con-
fiscating 109kilos of heroin,
4.3 tons of “ice” , four tons
of materials used to make
drugs and drug revenue of
over three million yuan.

MNA/Xinhua

=

finalize the draft of the South Asian Free Trade Agree-
ment (SAFTA).

It has now been decided that the contentious issues
would be forwarded to the SAARC (South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Cooperation) Foreign Ministers meeting
which would be held here on 2 January ahead of the regional
summit, official sources said.

The Commerce Secretaries made “reasonable progress”
on the draft agreement of SAFTA but failed to clinch
agreement on it, they said.

The Indian delegation at the conference was headed by
Commerce Secretary Dipak Chaterjee.

“There are still many differences among the member
states in the way of evolving consensus on the Free Trade
Agreement among the member states”, state run APP
newsagency quoted officials as saying.

The meeting failed to finalize the deal as Bangladesh,
which categorized itself as the Least Developed Country,
(LDC) opposed many issues pertaining to anti dumping,
quota safeguards, concessions and the time frame in the
draft agreement.

Prior to this, six meetings of the Committee of Experts at
the level of Joint Secretaries were held in Kathmandu.

Since they eluded a consensus, it was referred to the two-
day meet of the Commerce Secretaries which too did not
reach any agreement.

The issues would now be referred to the Standing Com-
mittee meeting of the SAARC to be attended by the Foreign
Secretaries of all the seven SAARC countries to be held here
on 31 December and 1 January.

Later it would be referred to the meeting of Foreign
Ministers to be held on January two and three and if they
managed to reach an agreement, it would be referred to
SAARC summit of heads of state and government to be held
here from January four to six. — MNA/PTI

Heilongjiang's foreign
trade soars

HareIN, 26 Dec — Foreign trade of northeast China’s
Heilongjiang Province boomed this year, and the gross
turnover is expected to reach more than 5 billion US
dollars, according to an official with the provincial
department of foreign trade and economic cooperation
here Thursday.

Statistics from the depart-
mentcovering January to No-
vember showed that the total
import and export turnover
amounted to 4.7 billion US
dollars, an 18.4 per cent in-
crease over the correspond-
ing period of last year.

The official attributed the
increase to more foreign in-
vestment in Heilongjiang in
2003, amounting to one bil-
lion US dollars-worth.

Economic cooperation
with Russia accounts for a
big proportion of
Heilongjiang’s foreign trade,

said the official. In the first
11 months of this year, the
province did 2.6 billion dol-
lars-worth of business with
Russia, a 25.2 per cent
growth, including the startup
of a number of resources
exploitation projects, the of-
ficial said.

The official said that
Heilongjiang’s export turno-
ver would be 2.6 billion US
dollars-worth this year, and
the province has enjoyed an
overall favourable trade bal-
ance for the first time in re-
cent years. — MNA/Xinhua

2 killed, 7 injured in road
accident in Mexico

Mexico City, 26 Dec— A detached trailer loaded with
gas hit two vehicles and exploded, killing two people and
injuring seven in the state of Campeche in southeast Mexico
Wednesday.

Campeche judicial authorities said the accident occurred
near Escarcega and blamed the accident on a failed attach-
ment of the trailer. A passenger bus and another cargo truck
with a trailer caught fire in the explosion of the gas tank.

The authorities said the victims have not yet been
identified and that the rescuers have moved the injured to
hospitals nearby. — MNA/Xinhua
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n glass in Sheraton Hotel in Baghdad on 25 Dec,
after it came under rocket attack.
INTERNET

Some civilians were
also hurt in the blast, one
of around a half dozen at-
tacks in Baghdad on Christ-
mas morning, officers said,
but they had no concrete in-
formation on the number of
wounded.

The policeman who lost
his hand had approached the
bomb, hidden in a black
bag, on Palestine Street, a
busy commercial boulevard

YCT 1N
aAoL 1
SR

his hand trying to do his
job, it exploded,"” Mr
Hussein said.

"Two other policemen
were seriously hurt by
shrapnel, one hit in the
stomach and the other in
leg.

The policeman's sev-
ered hand was lying in a
plastic bag in a police pick-
up truck.

A second bomb was

L &
erfiitiih
S

Thursday, blowing off the hand of a policeman and seriously wounding two other
officers, fellow policemen said.

also found on the street,
disguised in a white bag, Mr
Hussein added.

Police detonated the
bomb in a controlled explo-
sion, he said.

But when the second
bomb exploded, pandemo-
nium ensued as passers by
ran in panic and then ap-
plauded as they realised the
police had defused the
bomb. —Internet

in the city's centre.

It blew up just as he
stepped forward, said Colo-
?@OBAhmed Hussein.

"He went toward the
bomb. When he just moved

AMMAN, 26 Dec — Jor-
dan has indirectly asked
Saddam Hussein’s two
daughters to stay out
of politics after US
forces captured the former
Iraqi President earlier this
month.

Government spokes-
woman Asma Khader told
Reuters on Wednesday
Raghd and Rana, who had
taken refuge in Amman in
August, should not use Jor-
dan as a platform to make
political statements to the
media.

“We are not asking them

Amman, 26 Dec — Jordan has temporarily

suspended the imports of US beef and its byproduc
after a suspected case of bovine spongiform enceph
lopathy (BSE) was found in the United States, the
Jordan Times reported Thursday.

"It is a precautionary
measure, which was taken
after there was a suspected
case of BSE," Awni
Taamah, secretary-general
of the Jordanian Planing and
International Cooperation
Ministry, was quoted by the
paper as saying.

He said Jordan would
observe the latest situation
and update its data about the

to abstain from meeting the
Press, but we hope their fu-
ture statements are of a hu-
manitarian nature and not
politically inclined,” Khader
said.

Saddam’s daughters
have made several comments
to the Press from Amman,
where they live in a palace
belonging to Jordan’s King
Abdullah, who granted them
asylum.

The former Iraqi lead-
er’s eldest daughter Raghd
recently told Dubai-based Al
Arabiya television that the
sisters wanted an interna-

tional court to try their fa-
ther.

She said the Iraqi Gov-
erning Council should not
be allowed to try Saddam
because it was appointed by
US occupiers.

Khader said the govern-
ment had not made any for-
mal demands on the sisters
but conveyed the message
through the Press.

“They should respect the
stances and commitments
of their host country,”
she said, adding that the sis-
ters were free to leave the

wanted.

Raghdand Ranafled Iraq
to Jordan shortly after US-
led forces occupied Bagh-
dad.

Their husbands were
killed in 1996 when
they returned to Iraq
after briefly defecting to Jor-
dan.

Saddam is believed to
have ordered the killing of
both sons-in-law upon their
return to Iraq, after accusing
them of giving information
on the country’s weapons to
the West.

Syrian President
ends visit to

Egypt

Calro, 26 Dec — Syrian President Bashar al-Assad
left the Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm el-Sheikh for
home on Wednesday afternoon, Egypt's official
MENA news agency reported.

During his stay in the seaside resort, Assad held talks
with his Egyptian counterpart Hosni Mubarak over the
volatile Middle East situation, the report said.

Assad’s visit to Egypt came on the heels of a decision by
Libya to renounce its banned weapons programmes.

Syria, accused by the United States of pursuing weapons
of mass destruction, has been under mounting pressure

following the Libyan move.

On Friday, the Libyan Government announced that it
had decided “on its free will” to completely eliminate the
internationally banned weapons of mass destruction

(WMD).

Libya said it would quit programmes of developing
chemical and nuclear weapons and long-range missiles
beyond a range of 300 kilometres.

In early November, Mubarak paid a short visit to Syria
and reiterated Egypt’s support for Syria.

US BSE case with interna-
tional organizations.
Jordan, which imports
large quantities of beef from
the US market every year,
made the decision although
US agricultural officials
stressed that they are confi-
dent in the safety of their
beef supply to consumers
abroad.
MNA/Xinhua

The best time to plant a tree

was 20 years ago.
Second best time is now.

E

country whenever they MNA/Reuters MNA/Xinhua
" SAARC
to establish
business
forum

T
An Iragi shows a piece of sharapnel he found outside the apartment building b

him after it was hit by a rocket inaBhdadon 25Dec, 2003.

INTERNET

in Kathmandu

KatHmanpu, 26 Dec—
The South Asian Associa-
tion for Regional Coopera-
tion (SAARC) will set up a
new business forum here next
month with an aim of pro-
moting social development
among businesses in the re-
gion, The Himalayan Times
newspaper reported Thurs-
day. The South Asian Forum
for Responsible Business, a
private initiative to put so-
cial responsibility on the
agenda of boardrooms of
companies across South
Asia, is expected to be op-
erational from January next
year, the independent Eng-
lish daily quoted S Sen,

e(ﬁcl uty director-general of
the

ndian Industry Confed-
eration, as saying.
MNA/Xinhua
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many years."
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Beckham says little talking
between Ferguson and him

LonpoN, 26 Dec— England captain David Beckham has
hardly spoken to Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson
since he left the team for Real Madrid, he said in a television
documentary broadcast Wednesday.

"He hasn't spoken to me still," the England captain said in The
Real Beckhams, shown on Britain's ITV. "We spoke for five
minutes at a funeral. He hasn'trung me... I just expected a bit more
respect at the end of the career when I had been at the club for that

Tensions between player and manager were widely reported
before Manchester United sold Beckham to Madrid.

Beckham said he was surprised by the team's decision to sell

him and its public announcement of the fee it was getting, which
he said came before Manchester United informed him of the

MNA/Xinhua

FA deny Rio Ferdinand two year ban report

LonpoN, 26 Dec— The English Football
Association has flatly denied suggestions
that it wanted to serve Rio Ferdinand with a
two year ban for missing his drugs test.

O

Rio Ferdinand

The Manchester United defender was
suspended for eight months on Friday for
skipping the control at United's training
ground on September 23.

Reports on Wednesday however sug-
gested the FA's disicplinary panel was seek-
ing to hand out the maximum two year
sentence to Ferdinand.

ButaFA spokesmanissued a point blank
denial, saying: "Stories implying that the
Football Association were seeking a two-
year ban for Rio Ferdinand are totally with-
out foundation."

United have requested written clarifi-
cation from the FA spelling out the rea-
sons for the verdict pending a possible
appeal. Ferdinand, who played in United's
2-1 win over Tottenham on Sunday 48 hours
after the hearing in Bolton, is due to begin his
ban on January 12.

The player, who joined Old Trafford
from Leeds for a British record 30 million
pounds in July 2002, was also fined 50,000
pounds after being found guilty of miscon-
duct.—Internet

Beckham'’s transfer voted top World
Sports story of 2003

L onpon 26 Dec—David Beckham, the most recognizable face in the world's most

popular game, was the biggest newsmaker in international sports in 2003

The England captain's $43 million trans-
fer from Manchester United to Real Madrid
was voted the top sports story of the year in
a worldwide poll of Associated Press sub-
scribers.

The Beckham saga finished comfortably
ahead of the doping scandals that rocked
sports, Michael Schumacher's record sixth
Formula One title, Lance Armstrong's fifth
straight Tour de France victory and Eng-
land's World Cup rugby triumph.

Beckham received 15 first-place votes
and 321 total points from 55 ballots cast
from sports editors and broadcasters on all
continents - not counting the United States,

Beckham

which has its own survey.

Evenbefore this year, Beckham was mag-
net forattention: his hairstyles, fashion state-
ments, sponsorship ads and marriage to a
former Spice Girl - not to mention his trade-
mark free kicks and brilliant passes.

But Beckham mania grew to a frenzy in
June with his transfer from Manchester

United, his home for 13 years, to Real Ma-
drid, a nine-time European champion. He
joined a roster that includes Ronaldo,
Zinedine Zidane, Luis Figo, Roberto Carlos
and Raul Gonzalez.

"If I have become a better player it's
because these players around me have made
me step up to another level," Beckham said.
"[ would say coming to Real Madrid was one
of the best decisions I have ever made."

A series of high-profile drug cases fin-
ished second in the AP voting with 13 first-
place votes and 297 points.

British sprinter Dwain Chambers, four
US track and field athletes and four NFL
players have tested positive for the THG, a
previously undetectable steroid.

The scandal has widened with dozens of
prominent stars, including baseball's Barry
Bonds, testifying before a federal grand jury
in San Francisco investigating the California
lab accused of being the source of the drug.

Third in the voting with 279 points, in-
cluding seven first-place votes, was
Schumacher's F1 title. The Ferrari driver
won his latest championship by just two
points over Kimi Raikkonen, with an eighth-
place finish in the season's final race.

Armstrong was fourth in the poll with 225
points. The Texan matched Eddy Merckx,
Miguel Indurain, Bernard Hinault and
Jacques Anquetil with his fifth Tour de France
victory.

England's first World Cup rugby champi-
onship, an overtime victory against Aus-
tralia in Sydney - was fifth with 196 points.

Roman Abramovich's transformation of
Chelsea's soccer team was sixth followed by
the death of Cameroon soccer star Marc
Vivien Foe at the FIFA Confederations Cup.
Kobe Bryant's arrest on sexual assault charges
was voted eighth. —Internet

Top 10 athletes in World Sports in 2003

°° eBiNG, 26 dec—Following is the list of top 10 athletes in the world for the year 2003, selecteddighua News

Agency:

Porto striker Derlei likely to miss rest of season
LisBoN, 26 Dec—Porto striker Derlei Silva is likely to be

out of action for the rest of the season because of a torn knee

ligament, the Portuguese premiership club said on Tuesday.

°1. Michael Schumacher,
claimed a record sixth
FormulaOne title on Octo-
ber 12, overtaking late Ar-
gentine Juan Manuel
Fangio's 1950s haul of five
championships. The German
also helped Ferrari take the
constructors'title forarecord
fifth year in a row while
Williams settled for second
and McLaren, third.

2.Michael Phelps, made a
series record-breaking per-
formance at the Barcelona
swimming World Champi-
onships in July as he became
the swimmer setting most
world records at a single
swim meet. The 18-year-old
American renewed five
world standards in the men's
400m individual medley, the
100m and 200m butterfly as
well as 200mindividual med-
ley (twice) and won three
gold medals. The
unstoppable teenager from
nearby Baltimore broke his
own world mark in the 200m
individual medley atthe U.S.
Swim Championships in
early August.

°3. Lance Armstrong, the
American cyclist who sur-
vived the onslaught of can-
cer, raced to his fifth con-
secutive victory on theTour

de France on July 27, be-
coming the second rider to
win the cycling race five
times in a row.

4. Tim Duncan, captured
the NBA Finals Most Valu-
able Player honors for the
second time after 1999 in
addition to his regular-sea-
son MVP awards the past
two seasons as the 7-foot
power forwardhelped San
Antonio Spurs to the NBA
championship. He was the
firstman in a decade to have
an NBA Finals "triple dou-
ble" -- scoring 21 points,
pulling down 20 rebounds
and passing out 10 assists in
Game Six as his team won
the finals 4-2 over the New
Jersey Nets.

5. Yao Ming, a 23-year-
old from Shanghai, clinched
aspotin the first choice team
in the Houston Rockets in
his second year inNBA. The
2.26-meter center carried on
the sensation from 2002
when he was written into the
history book as the first non-
American toppick in NBA's
history. He became the first
Asiantobe voted the Laureus
World Newcomer of the
Year for his amazing debut
in the top basketball league
inMay. He was also the Most

Valuable Playerat the Asian
Basketball Championshipin
October and one of the Chi-
na's Top 10 Youngsters.

°6. Li Xiaopeng, won the
men's team, vault and paral-
lel bars for China at the World
Gymnastics Championships
in Anaheim, the United
States, in August, pilingup a
total of 13 world and Olym-
pic titles to his name. His
aim is to overtake Li Ning
who holds 14 world and OI-
ympic titles as a Chinese
record.

°7 .Roger Federer, is on his
way to be the new king of the
tennis world. The 22-year-
old Swiss pulled off seven
titles, an ATP-best for the
year, and the Wimbledon and
Masters Cup champion also
topped the ATP match wins
table for 2003 with a 78-17
win-loss record.

8.Hicham el Guerrouj, the
Moroccan middle distance

king rompedto his fourth
1,500m worldtitle at the Paris
athletics World Champion-
ships in August and was
named World Athlete of the
Year bythe International
Association of Athletic Fed-
erations for the third year
running.

9. Birgit Prinz, played a
key role in Germany's first
ever triumph at the women's
soccer World Cup where the
25-year-old forward scored
seven goals, receiving both
the World Cup MVP and top
scorer awards. Her stunning
performance also earned her
the FIFA Female Player of
the Year title.

10. Zinedine Zidane,
French soccer star and the
Real Madrid playmaker, won
the 2003 FIFA World Player
of the Year award for the
third time following his 1998
and 2000 successes. Enditem

Internet

Brazilian Derlei, who has extended his contract with
Porto until 2007, was carried off the pitch on a stretcher after
a tackle with an opposing defender in his team's 2-1 league

win over Alverca on Monday.

"We can't say for certain that it (Derlei's season) is over,"
club doctor Nelson Puga told journalists.

"We have hopes that won't be the case, but it is highly
likely itis over." The absence of Derlei, the top scorer in the
Portuguese premiership with 12 goals, will come as a blow
to the reigning Portuguese champions when they face Man-
chester United in the knock-out phase of the Champions

League on February 25.—Internet

i -1
FC Porto could be without star striker Derlei, the Portu-
guese league's leading scorer, for up to six months after the

28-year-old Brazilian injured his right kneelx#srNeT

Leeds forward Smith hearing date brought forward

LonpoN, 26 Dec — Eng-
land's Football Association
has brought forward Alan
Smith's disciplinary hearing
one day ahead of schedule
because the original date
clashed with Leeds' Premier
League clash with Newcas-

tle on January 7.

The striker has admitted a
charge of improper conduct
after he threw a bottle back
into the crowd during Leeds'
League Cup clash with Man-
chester United at Elland
Road on October 28.

The hearing will now be
held on January 6 instead of
January 7. An FA spokes-
man said: "We can now con-
firm that Alan Smith's hear-
ing will take place on Tues-
day, January 6 after consul-
tation with his club."

He was selected by Eng-
land manager Sven-Goran
Eriksson for the friendly with
Denmark but wasthendropped
fromthe squad afteritemerged
he had been arrested by police
for the bottle-throwing inci-
dent. —MNA/Xinhua



27-12-2003 (Saturday)
(Programme Schedule)
Morning Transmission

(9:00 - 10:00)

9:00  Signature Tune
Greeting

9:02  Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”

9:06 Union of Myanmar
(D

9:10 Headline News

9:12  Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Sour soup
of tender tamarind
leaves with head of
fish)

9:15 National News

9:20  Unique Biodiversity
of Indawgyi Lake
av)

9:25 Dance of the
Konbaung Era

9:30 National News

9:40 Song “Dear
Myanmar”

9:42  Pet Show & Contest
in Myanmar (2003)
Part-1)

9:45 National News

9:50 Myanmar Musical
Orchestra (Bwe
Song)

9:58 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and
See  Myanmar”

27-12-2003 (Saturda%/)
Regular Programmes for
Viewers from Abroad
Evening Transmission

(15:30 - 17:30)
Signature Tune
Greetin
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma
Panorama & Myan-
ma Sentiment”
Union of Myanmar

11

15:30
15:32

15:36

15:40 Headline News

15:42 Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Sour soup
of tender tamarind
leaves with head of
fish)

15:45 National News

15:50 Unique Biodiversity
of Indawgyi Lake
av)

15:55 Dance of the
Konbaung Era

16:00 National News

16:05 Song “Dear
Myanmar”

16:10 Pet show & Contest
in Myanmar(2003)
(Part-1)

16:15 National News

16:20 Myanmar Musical
Orchestra (Bwe

Song)
16:30 National News
16:35 Myanmar Art of
Marionettes
16:40 Myanmar Cuisine
“Pineapple Salad”
16:45 National News
16:50 Glimpses At
Myanmar Movies
17:00 Weekly News High-
lights
17:05 Nan Pan Market Day
17:10 Song on Screen “My
Ardent Wish”
17:15 Weekly News High-
light
17:20 Glimpses At
Myanmar Movies
17:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and
See Myanmar”
Evening Transmission
(19:30 - 23:30)
19:30 Signature Tune
Greeting
19:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Mingalabar”
19:36 Union of Myanmar
1

19:40 Headline News
19:42 Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Prawn

Salad)
19:45 National News
19:50 Unitl]ue Biodiversity
of Indawgyi Lake
(III)

19:55 Scenic Beauty of
Tiddim & Cultural
Dance

20:00 National News

20:05 Marvel of a Pagoda
with uncountable
Buddha Images

20:10 Myanmar Modern
Song “Feel like an
earthquake”

20:12 Mazin Industry’s
Wood Products

20:15 National News

20:20 Biological Expedi-
tion to Hponkan
Razi Region (V)
(Wang Mung Camp
2t04

20:25 Song “Invitations
from Manaw land”
20:30 National News
20:35 Lobsters Trading
20:40 Myanmar Cuisine
“Steamed Fish”
20:45 National News
20:50 Livistona Speciosa
(Taung Htan)
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20:55 A Romantic Duet

21:00 National News

21:05 Medicinal Plants at
Popa Mountain Park

21:10 Song “Bagan the
wonder land”

21:12 Myanma Eretes
Sticticus

21:15 \Il_viekly News High-

ight

21:20 Meditation Centre

21:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma
Panorama & Myan-
ma Sentiment”

21:35 Union of Myanmar
1T

21:40 Headline News

21:42 Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Sour soup of
tender tamarind
leaves with head of
fish)

21:45 National News

21:50 Unique Biodiversity
of Indawgyi Lake
v

(

21:55 Dance of the
Konbaung Era

22:00 National News

22:05 Song “Dear
Myanmar”

22:10 Pet Show & Contest
in Myanmar (2003)
(Part-1)

22:15 National News

22:20 Myanmar Musical
Orchestra (Bwe
Song)

22:25 Song “Hakha”

22:30 National News

22:35 Myanmar Art of
Marionettes

22:40 Myanmar Cuisine
“Pineapple Salad”

22:45 National News

22:50 Glimpses At
Myanmar Movies

23:00 National News

23:05 Nan Pan Market Day

23:10 Song on Screen “My
Ardent Wish ”

23:15 \IN?]ekIy News High-
ight

9
23:20 Glimpses At
Myanmar Movies
23:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and
See  Myanmar”

27-12-2003°(Saturday) &
28-12-2003 (Sunday
Evening & Morning
Transmission
(23:30 - 1:30)
23:30 Signature Tune
Greeting
23:32 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma
Panorama & Myan-
ma Sentiment”

23:36 Union of Myanmar
1T

23:40 Headline News

23:42 Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Sour soup
of tender tamarind
leaves head of fish)

23:45 National News

23:50 Uni%ue Biodiversity
of Indawgyi Lake
av)

23:55 Dance of the
Konbaung Era

24:00 National News

00:05 Song “Dear

“Myanmar’

00:10 Pet show & Contest
in Myanmar(2003)
(Part-1)

00:15 National News

00:20 Myanmar Musical
Orchestra (Bwe
Song)

00:30 National News
00:35 Myanmar Art of
Marionettes

00:40 Myanmar Cuisine
“Pineapple Salad”

00:45 National News

00:50 Glimpses At
Myanmar Movies

01:00 Weekly News High-

lights
01:05 Nan Pan Market
D

ay
01:10 Song on Screen “My
Ardent Wish”
01:15 IWﬁekly News High-
ight
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01:20 Glimpses At
Myanmar Movies
01:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and
See Myanmar”

28-12-2003 (Sunday)
Morning Transmission
(03:30 - 07:30)

03:30 Signature Tune
Greetin,

03:32 Song ogMyanmaI
Beauty & Scenic
Slghts “Mingalabar”

03:36 Union of Myanmar

1T

03:40 Headline News

03:42 Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Prawn
Salad)

03:45 National News

03:50 Unique Biodiversity
of Indawgyi Lake

03:55 Scenic Beauty of
Tiddim & Cultural
Dance

04:00 National News

04:05 Marvel of a Pagoda
with uncountable
Buddha Images

04:10 Myanmar Modern
Song “Feel like an
earthquake”

04:12 Mazin Industry’s

Wood Products
04:15 National News
04:20 Biological Expedi-
tion to Hponkan
Razi Region (Part
V) (Wang Mung
Camp 2 to 4)
04:25 Song “Invitations
from Manaw land”
04:30 National News
04:35 Lobsters Trading
04:40 Myanmar Cuisine
“Steamed Fish”
04:45 National News
04:50 Livistona Speciosa
(Taung Htan)
04:55 A Romantic Duet
05:00 National News
05:05 Medicinal Plants at
Popa Mountain Park
Song “Bagan the
wonder land”
Myanma Eretes
Sticticus
05:15 Weekly News High-
light
Meditation Centre
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma
Panorama & Myan-
ma Sentiment”
Union of Myanmar
I

05:10
05:12

05:20
05:25

05:35

D
05:40 Headline News
05:42 Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes (Sour soup of
tender tamarind
leaves with head of
fish)

05:45 National News

05:50 Unique Biodiversity
of Indawgyi Lake
av)

05:55 Dance of the
Konbaung Era

06:00 National News

06:05 Song “Dear
Myanmar”

06:10 Pet Show & Contest
in Myanmar (2003)
(Part-1)

06:15 National News

06:20 Myanmar Musical
Orchestra (Bwe
Song)

06:25 Song “Hakha”

06:30 National News

06:35 Myanmar Art of
Marionettes

06:40 Myanmar Cuisine

“Pineapple Salad”

National News

Glimpses At

Myanmar Movies

WeeklyNewsHIgh-

lights

Nan Pan Market Day

Song on Screen “My

Ardent Wish ”

Weekly News High-

light

Glimpses At

Myanmar Movies

Song of Myanmar

Beauty & Scenic

Sights “Come and

See Myanmar”

06:45
06:50

07:00

07:05
07:10

07:15
07:20
07:25
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Saturday, December 27

View today:

7:00 am

1. Recitation of Parittas by
Missionary Sayadaw U
Ottamathara.

7:25 am

2. To be healthy exercise

7:30 am

3. Morning news

7:40 am

4. Nice and sweet song

7:55 am

5. Delicacies

8:05 am

6. meqBEy

87:151;‘1m[§l i ot

. 3l:000007: @€20000)C:
8:30 am wo
8. International news

9. Gramme made easy
11:00 am

1. Martial Song

11:10 am

2. Musical programme
11:30 am

3. News

11:40 am

4. Games for children

12:05 pm

5. Roung—ur of the week’s
TV local News

1:45 pm

6. §&&[er:en08c0S:ol
E’HE;(S'GQWJ’ t,a
(m(‘sc:—a)

2:15 pm

7. Dance of national races

2:25 pm

8. “odiegpé:cdaeq
srepiemding”
8948 0 16|U00D:I9CAC:GOI
EERa
al m—mrfgmé)
2:45 pm
9. International News
4:00 pm
1. Martial song
4:15 pm
2. Song to uphold *
National ~Spirit
4:30 pm
3. English for everyday
use
4:45 pm
4. Musical programme
5:00 pm
5‘ :noo:mém L\Su ~H
qé@éa’)@?&iaﬂg *
—00064§0 (:mq:blmzq':)
$0500)
5:15 pm
6. Dance variety
5:30 pm
7. "::)ﬁctv)z&(?fmé:n "
39:| 1IC 16 B H]
bdetnpgipoostiogd

@ glqsw),_;msq

200607,
5:40 pm
8. Musical programme
5:50 pm
9. Games for children
6:15 pm
10. Delicacies
6:30 pm
11. Evening news
7:00 pm
12.Weather report
7:05 pm
13. Discovery
7:20 pm
14. na?@:;)%ﬁaﬁé:qé:m:,é
@20:0900:(08
(8-
7:30 pm

15. Musical programme

7:40 pm

16.2qdm(gomocngd g2ifo
o
fenfeelih el He ol Lol 1o
mémé'(:gég;—s) C ‘ﬁ

8:00 pm

17. “News”

18. International news

19. Weather report

20. Myanmar video

Feature:

“oo” (wE:-))
:rqﬁaﬁl G‘:m(%t\)é:l
GSQJ;:

(a1§odox-seoad)
21. The next day’s
programme

Tune in today:
Saturday, December 27
8.30 am Brief news

.35 am Music

oo

usic
.55 am National news/
Slogan
.05 am Music
.10 am International news
15 am Music (Spotlight
on the star)
-Aqua
1.30 pm News/Slogan
1.40 pm Music at your
Request
- Hands (Crystal
Gayle)
-Together forever
(Precious Wilson)
9:00 pmASEAN REVIEW
-Exchanged News
9.10 pm Article/Music
9.20 pm Myanma culture
l]i’y Dr.khin Maung
unt
-U Poe Kya’s
rejoinder to
r.Noyce Part I
9:30 pm Souvenirs
-Among my
souvenirs (Connia
Francis)
9.456)m News/Slogan
10.00 pm PEL

©OO 0

WEATHER ]

Friday, 26 December, 2003

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours
MST: During the past 24 hours, weather has been fair in the
whole country.Night temperatures were (3°C) to (4°C)
below normal in Rakhine and Mon States, (5°C) to (6°C)

below normal in Chin State, upper Sa;
and Bago Divisions,(3°C) above normal ea
Division and about normal in the remaining

Mandala

aing, Ayeyawady
in ghan State and

areas. The significant night temperature was (-2°C) in
Hakha. Maximum temperature on 25-12-2003 was 34.5°C
(94°F). Minimum temperature on 26-12-2003 was 17.0°C
(63°F). Relative humidity at 09:30 hrs MST on 26-12-2003
was 76%. Total sunshine hours on 25-12-2003 was (8.7)
hours approx.Rainfall on 26-12-2003 was nil at Yangon

Airport,

aba-Aye and central Yangon. Total rainfall since

1-1-2003 was 2211 mm (87.05 inches) at Yanfon Airport,

2315 mm (91.14 inches) at Kaba-Aye and 239

inches) at central Yangon.

mm (94.25

Maximum wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 10
mph from Northeast at (12:35) hours MST on 26-12-2003.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in the south
Bay and generally fair elsewhere in the Bi)é of Bengal

Forecast valid until evening of 27-

-200%Veather

will be partly cloudy in Kachin State, ulpper Sagaing, Yangon
and Taninthayi Divisions and generally fair in the remaining

areas.

State of the seaSeas will be slight to moderate in

Myanmar waters.

Outlook for subsequent two daysFair weather in the

whole country.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for

27-12-2003Partly cloudy.

Forecast for Mandalay and neighbouring area for
27-12-2003 Generally fair weather.

Weather outlook for last weeking of December
2003:During the coming weekend, weather will be partly
cloudy in Yangon Division and fair Mandalay Division.
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Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community
peace and tranquillity, prevalence of
law and order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State
Constitution

* Building of a new modern developed
nation in accord with the new State
Constitution

Four economic objectives

* Development of agriculture as the base and all-round =
development of other sectors of the economy as well
Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic syst *
tem

* Development of the economy inviting participation in
terms of technical know-how and investments fro
sources inside the country and abroad

* The initiative to shape the national economy must be kept *
in the hands of the State and the national peoples

Four social objectives
Uplift of the morale and morality of
the entire nation
Uplift of national prestige and integrity
and preservation and safeguardingof
cultural heritage and national charac-
ter
* Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit
Uplift of health, fithess and education
standards of theentire nation

Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win delivers an address at the meeting with industrialists.

Industrialists urged to gradually develop industries from manual control

system to mechanical control, and to computer control
Secretary-1 Lt-Gen Soe Win meets industrialists

YANGON, 26 Dec — Secretary-1 of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-Gen Soe Win met with industrial-
ists at the Ministry of Industry-2 here this morning.

Also present were ministers, who are the in-charge of the
industrial zones, chairman of the zones and officials.

The Secretary-1 said arrangements are under way for the
officials of the industrial zones and industrialists to collec-
tively study the advanced production processes of the State-
owned industries and research programmes and experimen-
tal production of goods, with the aim of developing the
private industries with greater momentum. The study pro-
gramme will help combine the capacity of the State-owned
factories and the productivity of the industrial zones, lead-
ing to large-scale manufacturing of a new generation of

products and value-added products as import-substitute
goods, installation of proper linkages between the state-
owned and private industries and implementation of a coop-
eration programme enabling the State-owned sector and the
private sector to support one another.

The Head of State has given guidance to strive for
gradual development of the entire industrial sector, with
agro-based industries as the starting point.

As Myanmar also is an agro-based nation, the agricul-
tural sector’s contribution to the gross domestic product is
48 per cent, while the industrial sector’s participation is less
than ten per cent.

Thus, the government has been building more and more
irrigation facilities, and up to now it has built 155 dams and

265 water pumping stations. The annual sown acreage of the
nation has reached over 40 million acres at present.

Thanks to the rise in paddy production, the nation is now
enjoying an abundant supply of food for her people. The
growing population of the nation in the future has been
calculated in developing the agricultural sector. Both the
State-owned as well as the private sectors are manufacturing
and using various kinds of farm machinery on an extensive
scale in transforming from conventional farming to mecha-
nized farming. Efforts are being made for wider use of
threshers.

In the first phase towards industrialization, manufactur-
ing and use of farm machinery have been extended.

(See page 8)

Lt-Gen Kyaw Win addresses second coordination meeting of Leading Committee for Observance of 59th Anniversary Armed-Forpes Day.

Leading Committee for Observance of 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day
holds second coord meeting

YANGON, 26 Dec— The Leading Committee for Observ-
ance of 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day held the
second coordination meeting at the hall of Yangon Com-
mand at 3 pm today, with an address by Member of the State
Peace and Development Council Chief of Armed Forces
Training Lt-Gen Kyaw Win.

Also present on the occasion were Chairman of the
Management Committee for Observance of the 59th Anni-
versary Armed Forces Day Chairman of Yangon Division
Peace and Development Council Commander of Yangon
Command Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Minister for Social Wel-
fare, Relief and Resettlement Maj-Gen Sein Htwa, Minister
for Labour U Tin Winn, Chief of Staff (Navy) Rear-Admiral
Soe Thein, Vice-Chiefs of Armed Forces Training Maj-Gen
Win Myint and Brig-Gen Nyan Win, Vice-Adjutant-Gen-
eral Brig-Gen Hla Shwe, Deputy Minister for Culture

Brig-Gen Soe Win Maung, officials of the Management
Committee, the Work Committee and sub-committees, sen-
ior military officers, the Director-General of Myanmar
Police Force, departmental heads, officials of MPF, Fire
Services Department and Myanmar Red Cross Society.

In his address, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win said that he was
satisfied with the work committee and sub-committees for
their undertakings in the respective sectors. He said he
believed that more success will be achieved than previous
year if officials perform their duties with goodwill. He urged
those present to systematically make preparations for the
parade grounds and accommodation of parade columns. At
present, he added, the programmes for organizing the Armed
Forces Day are daily presented in newspapers and broadcast
in the television programmes. So, all the committees are to
continue their tasks with momentum. Next, he invited the

reports on requirements.

Next, Secretary of the Leading Committee Deputy Ad-
jutant-General Col Khin Soe read out the minutes of the first
meeting.

Afterwards, Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe reported
on preparations for the ceremony, progress of work and
future tasks. Similarly, officials reported on their respective
sectors.

Officials of MPF, FSD and MRCS submitted reports on
participation of members of MPF, Fire Brigade and Red
Cross Society in the 59th Anniversary Armed Forces Day
parade.

The participants gave suggestions concerning the Armed
Forces Day ceremony.

Later, Lt-Gen Kyaw Win attended to their needs and
gave a concluding remarks.— MNA



