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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
to attend ASEAN-Japan
Commemorative Summit

YancoN, 8 Dec— At the invitation of His Excel-
lency Mr Junichiro Koizumi, Prime Minister of Japan,
General Khin Nyunt, Prime Minister of the Union of
Myanmar will attend the ASEAN-Japan Commemora-
tive Summit, scheduled to be held in Tokyo, Japan, in
the near future.— MNA
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Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt inspects
Myanmar Shopping Mall

Y aNGON, 7 Dec— Prime Minister General Khin Nyunt
this morning arrived at Myanmar Shopping Mall where he
was welcomed by Chairman of Yangon Division Peace
and Development Council Commander Maj-Gen Myint
Swe, ministers and officials.

The Prime Minister inspected showrooms at the
Myanmar Shopping Mall which had been opened on Sule
Pagoda Road.

A ceremony to inaugurate the Myanmar Shopping
Mall was held at the said building, attended by Com-
mander Maj-Gen Myint Swe, ministers, officials of the
State Peace and Development Council Office, departmen-
tal heads, officials of Htoo Trading Co Ltd and guests.

First, Managing Director U Htay Aung of the Ministry
of Hotels and Tourism and Managing Director U Teza of
Htoo Trading Co Ltd formally opened the shopping mall.

Afterwards, Minister for Hotels and Tourism Brig-Gen

Minister U Aung Thaung
meets local people, presents
provisions to monasteries in

Taungtha Township

Thein Zaw unveiled the signboard of the shopping mall.
Next, the guests viewed the shops.

Various kinds of camera, watches, cosmetics, jewel-
lery items, garments with various designs for ladies,
foodstuff, purses, paintings, furniture made of rattan,
various kinds of electronic devices, sports gear and book
stalls are on sale at the shopping mall and Internet Cafe
& Network Game are kept open there.

MNA

Myanmar Shopping Mall on Sule Pagoda Roagina

Four political objectives

* Stability of the State, community peace and
tranquillity, prevalence of law and order

* National reconsolidation

* Emergence of a new enduring State Constitu
tion

* Building of a new modern developed nation in
accord with the new State Constitution

Four economic objectlves

* Development of agriculture as the base and all
round development of other sectors of the economL
as well

*  Proper evolution of the market-oriented economic
system

* Development of the economy inviting participa-
tion in terms of technical know-how and invest-
ments from sources inside the country and abroad

* Theinitiative to shape the national economy must bej
kept in the hands of the State and the nationa
peoples

Four social objectives

* Uplift of the morale and morality of the entire
nation

*  Uplift of national prestige and integrity and pres-
ervation and safeguardingof cultural heritage
and national character

*  Uplift of dynamism of patriotic spirit

*  Uplift of health, fithess and education standards

of the entire nation

YANGON, 7 Dec— Mini-
ster for Industry-1 U Aung
Thaung this morning ar-
rived at YwaU Monastery
in  Aye-ywa Village,
Taungtha Township, Man-
dalay Division and pre-
sented offertories to Presid-
ing Sayadaw of the monas-
tery Bhaddanta Kelasa.

Next, the minister met
with local people in the
compound of the monastery
and discussed arrangements
made for development of
health, education and trans-
port sectors and future
work.

Afterwards, the minister
proceeded to YwaU Mon-
astery in Kanni Village and
paid homage to Presiding
Sayadaw of the monastery
Bhaddanta Tiloka. After

presenting offertories to the
Sayadaw, the minister met
with local people and dis-
cussed matters related to re-
gional development.

After that, the minister
presented offertories to
Presiding Sayadaw of
YwaU Monastery in
Aungchantha Village and
met with the local people.

At 10 am, the minister
attended the eighth provi-
sion-donation ceremony
held at Pyilon Aungchantha
Pagoda and Ponyawarana
Ahyonsoon offering asso-
ciation in Taungtha. The
minister explained the pur-
pose of the donation and
presented 200 bags of rice
to the association and 225
bags of rice to 75 monas-

teries. He next presented of-

o

fertories to members of the
Sangha.

Next, the minister pre-
sented 75 bags of rice to the
Home for the Aged through
Chairman of Home for the
Aged Supervisory Commit-
tee U Ba Hlaing. Chairman
of Taungtha Township
Sangha Nayaka Committee
Presiding Sayadaw of
Sasana Vepulla Kyakan

Kyaungtaik Bhaddanta
Sundara delivered a sermon,
followed by sharing of mer-
its gained.

At noon, the minister at-
tended the ceremony to do-
nate a vehicle to be used for
missionary purpose held at
Sasana Vepulla Kyakan
Kyaungtaik and presented
related documents and the
vehicle to Presiding

Sayadaw Bhaddanta
Sundara.

Next, the congregation
received the Five Precepts
from the Kyakan
Kyaungtaik Sayadaw. The
minister and officials pre-
sented offertories to mem-
bers of the Sangha, and the
merit-sharing followed,
which brought the cer-
emony to an end.—MNA

Myanmar won
two golds in
SEA Games

YANGON, 7 Dec —
Myanmar sports team
won two gold, six silver
and eight bronze medals
up to 6 December in the

XXII SEA Games held in
Vietnam. (More on
page § —MNA

Emergence of the State Constitution is the duty of all citizens of Myanmar Naing-Nga
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For further ICT development

In the world today, information from one
region can reach another part of the world in
seconds as information and communicatio
technology is advancing rapidly.

The Union of Myanmar is carrying out

plans to possess advanced information and

communication technology in order not to lag
behind in development in ever-changing
world.

A coordination meeting on developmeny
of Myanmar Information and Communication
Technology was held at the building of MICT
Park in Hline Township on 6 December, with
an address by Chairman of Myanmar Compu-
ter Science Development Council Prime Minis
ter General Khin Nyunt.

In his address, the Prime Minister said|
that the objectives of ICT development of thd

State are meeting with success owing to cop-

certed efforts of Myanmar Computer Federa-
tion, computer scientists, computer industrial-|

ists and computer enthusiasts and the assig-

ance of the Government; that the ICT develop
ment in Myanmar has been recognized by th¢
international community; and that it is hon-
ourable for the nation to receive the ASOCIO}
awards for ICT development in Myanmar.

The Asian Oceanian Computing Indus-
try Organization (ASOCIO) has been set up
with the membership of the computer indus
tries of 23 countries from Asia and the Pacifig
region including Myanmar and it represents
over 10,000 ICT companies.

Thanks to the encouragement of thg
Government and relentless efforts of com
puter scientists, computer industrialists and
enthusiasts, there have emerged Myanmg
Information and Communication Technology
Parks essential for IT development in Yangor
and Mandalay in a short time.

If momentum of ICT development in
Myanmar could increase all the more
Myanmar will soon be able to keep pace witl
those in ASEAN nations which are advancin
in ICT.

In recognition of the contributions to the
development of ICT, ASOCIO awards wer¢]
presented to Prime Minister of Vietnam Mr
Phan Van Khai and Prime Minister of the
Union of Myanmar General Khin Nyunt in
2003.

ASOCIO ICT awards (2003) for organi-
zations went to Myanmar Computer Federa]
tion and the Multimedia Development Corpo-
ration of Malaysia.

At a time when ICT development in
Myanmar is gaining momentum, the respec
tive departments, MCF and ICT industrialists
are urged to make earnest efforts for achievin
 greater success.

.

Buddha Pujaniya

festival opens

YANGON, 7 Dec—The
opening of the Buddha
Pujaniya festival of the Maha
Zeya Atula Marazein bronze
image in Bahan Township
took place at the southern
gateway to the image this
morning, attended by the
township Peace and Devel-
opment Council chairman
and members, social organi-
zation members, Wut asso-
ciationmembers, teachers and
students and invited guests.

The ceremony was
opened with three-time reci-
tation of Namo Tassd.eader
of Myat Yaungchi Wut as-
sociation U Mya Thaung re-
cited Pali verses.

Member of the panel
of patrons of the Committee
for holding the Pujaniya
Township PDC Chairman U
Tun Hla Aung extended
greetings and Chairman of
Pagoda Board of Trustees
U Tin Ngwe spoke words of
thanks.

Afterwards, member
of Wut associations recited
Metta Sutta. The township

liﬂj‘f 1 . 1

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe inspects shops at tax-free market at the junction of

Hanthawady and Kyundaw Roads in Kamayut TownshipaNGON COMMAND

Commander inspects tax-free markets in Yangon City

YANGON, 7 Dec—
Chairmanof Yangon Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe inspected tax-free
markets in Dagon, Kamayut,
Mayangon, Yankin and
Tamway townships this
morning.Accompanied by
military region commanders,
Joint-Secretary of Yangon

City Development Commit-
tee U Kyi Win and officials,
the commander inspected
sales of vegetables, meat, fish,
egg, rice and personal goods
at the markets.

AtKyaikkasan Vehi-
cle and Spare Parts Centre in
Tamway Township, the com-
mander saw over shops in
the centre and gave neces-
sary instructions.

On arrival at Yangon
Tatmyo Market in Pha-Sa-
Pa-La Ward, Mingala
Taungnyunt Township, the
commander and party in-
spected sales of vegetables,
meat and fish, groceries, rice
and personal goods shops and
garments stores. Later, the
commander gave necessary
instructions.

MNA

PDC Chairman and the
Chairman of Pagoda Board
of Trustees formally opened
the ceremony which came to
a close with three-time reci-

tation of Buddha Sasanam -

Ciram Tithatu —MNA

Tatmadaw Soccer| =

Tournament
continues

YANGON, 7 Dec—
The second round matches
of the 42nd Defence Serv-
ices Commander-in-Chief’s
Trophy Tatmadaw (Army,
Navy and Air) Soccer Tour-
nament continued at respec-
tive venues today.

At Yangon Com-
mand sports Ground in
Mingaladon, Tatmadaw
(Navy) team beat South-East
Command team 2-1. Simi-
larly, Southern Command
team played with South-

Yangon Mayor Brig-Gen Aung Thein Lin welcomes back Mandalay Mayor Brig-Gen
Yan Thein at the airport- Mna

Mandalay Mayor Brig-Gen Yan Thein arrives back

YANGoN, 7 Dec —
Chairman of Mandalay City
Development Committee
Mayor Brig-Gen Yan Thein,
Vice-Chairmanof Yangon City
Development Committee

Vice-Mayor Col Maung Pa
and delegation members ar-
rived back here by air this af-
ternoon afterattending the East
AsiaMayors’ Meeting held in
Kunming, thePeople’sRepub-

lic of China.They were wel-
comed back at Yangon Inter-
national Airport by Chairman
of Yangon City Development
Committee Mayor Brig-Gen
Aung Thein Lin. — MNA

West Command team goal-
less draw at Padomma Sports

-.:. -
T A el

The eighth ceremony to pay respects to faculty membélls

of GTI old students in progress in Maha Dhamma
Beikman in Bahan Township on 7 Decemben

Ground in Sangyoung
Township.
MNA
Trial of

National Chess
Championship
on 22-30 Dec

YaNGoON, 7 Dec—
The first step trial of Na-
tional Chess Championship,
organized by Myanmar
Chess Federation, will be
held at Thida Hall of Fire
Services Department in
Mayangon Township from
22 to 30 December.

Those wishing to par-
ticipate in the championship
may enlist at the federation
Aung San Stadium, not
later than 21 December.

MNA

Commander attends opening of new patient ward
two-storey building of Labutta People’s Hospital

YAaNGoN, 7 Dec — A cer-
emony to open a new pa-
tient ward two-storey build-
ing of Labutta People’s Hos-
pital, Ayeyawady Division
and hand it over to the Min-
istry of Health was held in
front of the building on 5
December. Present were
Chairman of Ayeyawady
Division Peace and Devel-
opment Council South-West
Command Commander
Maj-Gen Soe Naing and
wife, departmental officials,
social organizations, and
guests.

The commander made a
speech on the occasion. On
behalf of wellwisher Dr Sein
Win and family of United
Construction, townselder
U Tin Oo reported to the
minister on measures taken

for emergence of the new
building. The documents of
the building were handed
over to the head of townhsip
health department.

Next, Head of Department
Dr Tun Aye of Township
Health Department spoke
words of thanks.

Afterwards, Head of De-
partment Dr Than Aung of
Ayeyawady Division Health
Department and townselder
U Tin Oo formally opened
the new building. The com-
mander formally unveiled
the signboard of the build-
ing. The commander and
those present viewed round
the building.

Later, the commander
encouraged the patients un-
dergoing medical treatment
and inspected surgical room

and X-ray unit where he
heard reports on measures
taken for medical treatment
presented by the Medical
Superintendent and officials.

The two-storey patient
building is of reinforced con-
crete type and it is an eight-
bed facility. Wellwisher Dr
Sein Win and family of
United Construction donated
the new building worth over
K 25 million in memorial to
late parents.

The commander pro-
ceeded to the four-storey
Pariyatti Sathintaik of
Labutta Township and paid
homage to Vice-Chairman
of Township Sangha Nayaka
Committee Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Naninda and
members of the Sangha.

MNA
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Panel begins to chart UN’s future

Unitep NaTions, 7 Dec— The head of a panel charting the future of the United Nations says his group is to col

up with “practical and doable” proposals in analyzing the world body’s failure to respond to threats of war.

After deep divisions over
the US invasion of Iraq, UN
Secretary-General Kofi
Annan last month chose a
panel of former prime min-
isters and foreign ministers,
among others, to make pro-
posals for the United Na-
tions in the 21st century.

Speaking before the 16-
member group started its
first weekend retreat in
Princeton, New Jersey the
former prime minister of
Thailand, Anand Panya-
rachun said on Friday, “we
are at a crossroads.”

“We have to try to focus
on the fundamental causes
of failure of the UN system

to take collective action or
make a collective response
to threats of peace and secu-
rity,” he said of the report
the panel will deliver by next
September.

“We have to focus on a
setof recommendations that
are practical and are doable,”
Panyarachun said.

The panel was formed af-
ter Annan told world lead-
ers at the General Assembly
session last September that
the world body had reached
a “fork in the road,” possi-
bly as important as in 1945
when representatives of 50
countries met in San Fran-
cisco to draw up the UN

charter.

He challenged the Bush
administration’s doctrine of
pre-emptive military inter-
vention, saying it could lead
to the law of the jungle. But
he said that the multilateral
security system was also in
disrepair, often incapable of
dealing with threats of weap-
ons proliferation, terrorism
and poverty.

Panyarachun said the
world remembered UN fail-
ures more than its achieve-

ments.

“Itis true that the UN has
had a mixture of good and
disappointing results,” he
said. “But be that as it may.

in recent years credibility
of UN is at stake.”

“If the UN is found to be
wanting or not as effective
as people expect, it could
mean we are moving to-
wards the end of the UN
system,” he said.

Included in the group is
Qian Qichen, China’s
former foreign minister,
Yevgeny Primakov, a
former Russian prime and
foreign minister, former
Australian Foreign Minis-
ter Gareth Evans, former
Norwegian prime minister
Gro Harlem Brundtland.

The American delegate
is Brent Scowcroft, a

An Iragi woman leaves her house with her two children during a search for wea

former national security
adviser.
Internet

Baghdad bomb kills
US soldier, 3 Iragis

BaGHDAD, 7 Dec— An American soldier and three
Iragis were killed in a roadside bomb attack in Baghdad

on Friday, police said.

Captain Sami Hadi told Reutersat the scene that around
16 Iragis were wounded when the bomb, planted in the
middle of a busy road, exploded as a US military convoy and
a minibus were passing in opposite directions.

Witnesses said the minibus was badly damaged in the
blast, with all its windows blown out. Pools of blood were
visible on the floor of the wreckage. The front vehicle of the
US military convoy was also hit, witnesses said.

The US military did not have any immediate information
on the incident but said it was investigating.

More than 180 US soldiers have been killed in action in
Iraq since Washington declared major combat over on May
1. During that period, scores of Iraqis have also been killed
in almost daily assaults by anti-American guerillas.

MNA/Reuters
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held by US soldiers from 2nd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry regiment recen|
at al-Iskanderiya suburb, southeast of BaghdadrerneT
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Li Bing, Vice-Minister
of the Information Office
of the State Council of
China, read a message of
congratulation from Chi-
nese Premier Wen Jiabao
at the opening ceremony.
PONS<The culture week is a
“){;reat event in cultural ex-
changes between the two

Dollar may weaken next week ami

growing dollar-negative trend

Tokyo, 7 Dec— The US dollar may weaken against the yen next week as

Japanese currency loses its immunity to a fresh dollar-weakening trend, whigh

pushed up the euro to all-time highs and other major currencies to multiyear high

this week.

Although the yen had
been given a reprieve from
the trend —resulting from
global investors’ desire to
limit exposure to dollar-de-
nominated securities — the
dollar’s fall of more than 2
yen from Tuesday appears
to signify the start of the
loss of that immunity, deal-
ers said.

Although the yen had
been left out in the cold due
partly to factors such as the
nationalization of Ashikaga
Bank and the Nov 29 killing
of two Japanese diplomats
in Iraq, the market “appears
to have started a correction
inthe yen-dollar front,” said
Daisuke Uno, chief market
analyst at Sumitomo Mitsui
Banking Corp.

Dealers said they expect
the dollar to trade between

106.50 yen and 110.00 yen
in the coming week.

In the early part of the
past week, the yen was un-
scathed by upward pressure
on such high-yielding cur-
rencies as the British pound
and the Australian dollar as
well as the euro, as the plight
of Ashikaga Bank and the
killing of the diplomats
dampened sentiment about
Japan, dealers said.

The dollar hit a high for
the week in Tokyo of 110.04
yen Monday.

But on Wednesday, the
upward momentum started
to affect the yen to the detri-
ment of Japanese exporters,
with the yen rising to the
range of 108 yen to the
dollar.

On Thursday and Friday,
the yen was seenin the lower

half of the 108 yen range
with the overall dollar-
weakening trend threaten-
ing to send it below 108 yen
from time to time.

The dollar touched the
week’s Tokyolow of 108.08
yen Thursday. Later in the
day, the dollar fell into the
107 yen range overseas be-
fore returning to the 108 yen
range on the threat of Bank
of Japan (BOJ) interven-
tions.

But on Friday, the dollar
came close to sinking below
a three-year Tokyo low of
107.52 yenhitNov 14,2000,
when the day’s release of a
disappointing US jobs data
for November pushed the
currency as low as 107.53
yen.

The US Labour Depart-
ment said the US economy
created only 57,000 jobs in
the nonfarm sector in the
month, much smaller than
economists’ forecasts of
120,000-200,000.

Internet

essage. “The Tibetan cul-
ure is a component of the
treasure house of the splen-
did Chinese culture and a
unique treasure in world
Henlture.”
The Premier hailed
5 China and Thailand as
close neighbours and
trustworthy partners and
said that the fraternal
friendship fostered during
the long-term friendly co-
operation between the two
countries has become
even closer and was dis-
playing its vitality as time
goes by.

Thai Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra also
sentamessage to the event.

Thaksin said in his mes-
sage that Thailand and
China have long enjoyed
close and friendly relations
which have been moving
toward a strategic partner-

:Er(l)umries,” Wen said in the

i

ship covering all areas of co-
operation.

“Cultural exchanges such
as this will certainly help pro-
mote better mutual under-
standing between our peo-
ples,” the Thai Prime Minis-
ter said.

“Moreover, as the Thai
and Tibetan people are pre-
dominantly Buddhists and
share many similarities, we
are very glad to have an
opportunity to learn more
about Tibetan culture and
traditions,” he said in the
message.

The event, scheduled to
lastuntil December 18, would
offer local audience a pano-

Banckok , 7 Dec— “China Tibet Culture Week,” the first of its kind ever held in
Thailand, opened here Friday evening. Against a backdrop of snow-capped moun-
tains and Lama temples, Tibetan performers with ethnic fineries unveiled the event
at the National Stadium in downtown Bangkok.

ramic view on Tibet with
typical Tibetan singing,
dancing, movies and exhi-
bitions.

Li Bing, who heads the
delegation of “China Tibet
Culture Week,” said in his
opening speech that the per-
formances and exhibitions
in the following two weeks
would help Thai people
know more about Tibet and
become more interested in
the fascinating place.

In2001 and 2002, China
staged similar cultural
events in Australia, New
Zealand, Belgium and
Canada.

MNA/Xinhua
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An elderly Iragi man
walks past a US soldiel
securing a street near ¢
riverbank in the town of
Baquba in central Iraq
on 6 December, 2003.

INTERNET

=




4 THE NEW LIGHT OF MYANMAR Monday, 8 December, 2003

Rome accord on Iraqgi loans
set to help trade

RoMmE, 7 Dec — The Iraqi economy
got a boost on Friday when 16 coun-
tries signed a deal to release more
than 2.0 billion US dollars in short-
term export guarantees for compa-
nies looking to win reconstruction
contracts in Iraq.

Marek Belka, the head of economic
policy in Iraq’s US-led temporary
administration, said the agreement
would make it much easier for
Iraqi firms to buy badly-needed goods
from abroad and make them less
reliant on costly hard-cash transac-
tions.

“This is a very important event for
the private sector and positive for the
reconstruction effort,” Belka told
Reuters after the signing ceremony
in the Italian Treasury.

The two biggest contributors were
the United States and Japan, which
each offered loan guarantees of
around 500 million US dollars, said
an Italian official, who declined to be
named.

The US Export-Import Bank an-
nounced in Washington its 500-mil-
lion- US-dollar programme was now
open for business.

The US short-term insurance fa-
cility is intended to support sales of
consumer goods, spare parts,
bulk agricultural commodities, fer-
tilizer, capital equipment and raw
materials.

Germany, which was adamantly
opposed to the US-led invasion of
Iraq, signed up to Friday’s deal, but
France, another fervent critic of the
war, was conspicuously absent.

The loans will be handled by the
Trade Bank of Iraq, which was cre-
ated in July by the US-led authori-
ties in Baghdad and is being oper-
ated by an international consortium
headed by US bank JP Morgan Chase
Co.

Friday’s deal will make it possi-
ble for Iraqi agencies and oil con-
cerns to buy big-ticket items from
abroad using letters of credit under-

pinned by national governments.

“Iraqis at the moment have to pay
cash for pretty much everything, which
ishugely cumbersome and risky,” Belka
said.

“The fact that the Trade Bank of Iraq
can now issue letters of credit will make
it easy for Iraqis to buy goods in a more
civilized and safer fashion. It will also
reduce their costs.”

Officials expected initial demand
from Iraq to focus on consumer goods,
such as food.

Ttaly’s credit export agency SACE
put some 250 million euros (301.5 mil-
lion US dollars ) on the table for short-
term guarantees. Another 750 million
euros have been earmarked for medium-
to-long-term projects, but that money is
frozen.

“We do not think that there are the
conditions yet for medium-to-long term
investment programmes,” said an offi-
cial at SACE, referring to the security
situation in Iraq.

MNA/Reuters

South Koreans rally against
sending troops to Iraq

Seoul,’7 Dec—Some 3,000 people rallied near the U
embassy in Seoul on Saturday to protest the Sout
Korean government’s decision to send troops to Iraqj

witnesses said.

%)

Family expert warns
divorce can
psychologically

Iragis stand on top of a burned police car in Samarra,
Iraq on 6 Dec 2003. A funeral for two Iraqis killed in a
firefight with US troops turned violent. :TERNET

The protestors braved freezing temperatures and gusting
winds to chant anti-US and anti-government slogans on the
pavement, some 150 metres away from the US embassy
compound.

“No troops to Iraq,” they shouted while waving banners.
The protestors included activists, workers, students, teach-
ers, farmers, street vendors and representatives for the urban
poor.

They also chanted slogans opposing a free trade agree-
ment with Chile and opening the market to agricultural
imports.

Companies of riot police, who outnumbered the demon-
strators, formed human barriers to block roads leading to the
embassy.

Last month South Korean President Roh Moo-Hyun said
he would consider sending around 3,000 troops, mostly non-
combatants, to Iraq — far fewer than the United States
requested. More than 400 non-combatants from South Ko-
rea are already in Iraq.

The sensitive US request for more troops has split South
Korean public opinion and the issue is heating up after an
attack killed two South Koreans in Iraq and injured two
others six days earlier.

The four electrical company workers from Seoul were
ambushed in their car on a highway near the Iraqi town of
Tikrit.—Internet

damage

WELLINGTON, 7 Dec —
Divorce is as harmful to
some children as a high-fat,
high-cholesterol diet, a vis-
iting family expert has
warned.

Professor Paul Amato of
Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity of the United States told
the Strengthening Family
Relationships Conference
in Wellington Thursday
that the effects of divorce
on children could be as
harmful as a “high-fat,
high-cholesterol diet”, ac-
cording to The Dominion
Post here Friday.

“Yet we think of chang-
ing peoples’ diet as being an
issue of public health,” he
told the meeting.

Children became dis-
tressed when caught in the
middle of a divorce. It had

T ITSs
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South Korean protesters chant anti-government

on 6 Dec, 2003. Thousands of protesters gathered on Saturday to demand the ¢
ment stop the plan to dispatch more troops to IrafNrERNET

children

psychological effects that
could persist for decades,
Amato said.

He said that divorce of-
ten severed important ties
with a child’s father. It fre-
quently stood in the way of
“authoritative” parenting,
which studies had shown was
best for children.

Authoritative parents
were not just supportive and
helpful, butalso “quite firm”.
“They’re not like dictators
but use democratic control,”
Amato said.

The more child support
fathers paid the better their
children  performed in
school, Amato’s study had
shown.

Amato said children of-
ten rejected their stepfather
when their mother remar-
ried, partly out of fear of
being disloyal to their bio-
logical father. Amato has
suggested the divorced par-
ents held off remarriage un-
til their children adjusted to
the “dramatic” change of
divorce.

MNA/Xinhua|

Iraq mourners
open fire, killing
policeman

SAMARRA, 7 Dec — Iragis mourning two men killed
in a firefight with US troops clashed Saturday with civil
defence forces, killing one officer and setting his pickup
truck ablaze. “Long live Saddam!” they chanted as the
vehicle smoldered.

Further north, gunmen killed a police rookie in the latest
attack on Iraqis seen as collaborating with the US occupa-
tion. US forces arrested arms dealers and broke up a cell they
said was planning attacks on Americans.

In Baghdad, an explosion in a truck killed at least two men
late Saturday.

Police found remnants of what appeared to be a mortar
and shells at the site. It was not immediately clear whether
the victims were guerrillas or bystanders.

The mourners in Samarra were burying two men killed
last week in running battles with US forces. After the
Americans returned their bodies on Saturday, about 1,000
people marched to the cemetery to bury them. As is custom-
ary in Iraq, they fired weapons in the air.

A group of Iraqi officers from the US-led civil defence
corps told them to put away their guns, witnesses said, and
the mourners opened fire, shooting one of the officers in the
head and chasing away the others.

Minutes later, dozens of people jumped up and down on
the charred pickup truck, chanting “Long live Saddam!
Death to the traitors”.

Samarra is 60 miles north of Baghdad in the so-called
Sunni Triangle, where opposition to the US-led occupation
has been fiercest.

Internet

slogans at a rally in Seoul

Vietnam to produce
anti-SARS clothing

Hanor, 7 Dec — Vietnam is likely to
make clothes from a special cloth imported
from the United States, which are used to
protect wearers from severe acute respira-
tory syndrome (SARS) and other fatal con-

tagious diseases.

The country’s leading local garment
maker Viet Tien is proposing that the state
oskom- it to tax-free import Prevent cloth
produced by US firm Kappler. A domesti-

cally-made suit will cost less than 10 US
dollars, compared to import prices of 15
dollars.

Next year, Viet Tien will produce anti-
SARS clothing forexportto the United States
under a deal inked with Kappler.

Anti-SARS suits were used during the
outbreak of the deadly disease in some re-
gions in Asia.

MNA/Xinhua
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Figures show funds for Iraq are far short

WasHINGTON, 7 Dec — Six weeks after organizers of an international donors conference in Madrid said that mo
than $3 billion in grants had been pledged to help Iraq withimmediate needs, a new World Bank tally verifies gran

of only $685 million for 2004.

The vast gap seems to have oc-
curred largely for two reasons: some
countries, like Japan, changed the na-
ture of their commitment after the con-
ference from immediate aid to slower,
long-term help; and some that had left
their intentions unclear were incor-
rectly assumed to be giving immediate
aid.

Many experts also say that donation
pledges often do not materialize in the
end, orcome in the harder-to-tally form
of credits for the purchase of com-
modities.

The grant money for immediate
needs was part of a total $13 billion
that organizers said was raised at the
conference.

of pledges

The Bush administration does not
dispute the gap, but officials say it is
too early for an accurate count, assert-
ing that the number of grants will
probably grow.

Some United Nations officials con-
cur. “We know the Japanese are re-
thinking what they’re going to do,”
said Julia Taft, director of the Bureau
of Crisis Prevention and Recovery at
the United Nations Development
Fund. “Butonce we get our trust funds
up and running, about 15 donors will
come forward. It’s like, the money is
in the bank, but the bank doesn’t exist
yet.”

An independent trust fund was
promised at the Madrid conference

and is due to be set up next week.

Aid officials acknowledge that it is
not yet clear how much money will
end up going to Iraq outside the Ameri-
can contribution of $18.7 billion in the
next year.

The World Bank’s new calculation
is that of the total pledged for Iraq,
$3.7 billion would be in grants and the
rest in loans. But those totals are for
the period ending in 2007.

The Bush administration had hoped
that the bulk of the aid would be avail-
able immediately. But there have been
delays with loan money, too. Interna-
tional law allows only a sovereign
government to incur debt, legal ex-
perts say. —Internet

re
Is

France continues
to refuse to take part in

Iraq reconstruction

Rome, 7 Dec—The United States has recruited 15
countries to help it rebuild Iraq, but the French are still
refusing to take part in the effort.

Paris and Washington
differed vehemently over the
US-led war in Iraq, and the
Frenchare still refusing tohave
any official part in the Iraq
reconstruction.

Iraq's interim trade
minister says the $2.4-billion
deal would do for Iraq what
the Marshall Plan did for
Europe after World War II.

The deal was signed in
Rome Saturday by Iraq's

Coalition Provisional
Authority, government
export banks from the 16
participating countries and
the Trade Bank of Iraq.
Participants include:
Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Britain, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, Germany, Italy,
Japan, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Poland, Spain,
Sweden, Switzerland and
the United States.—Internet

Soldiers of the US Army’s 4tH Infantl_'y Di;/ision, patrol the streets of Saddam Husseslgl 5
hometown of Tikrit, Irag, north of Baghdad, on 6 Dec, 20AStERNET

Beethoven
manuscript
fetches $2m

LonpoN, 7 Dec — A
signed manuscript of one of
Ludwig van Beethoven’s
string quartets fetched
nearly 1.2 million pounds
(2.1 million US dollars) at
auction on Friday.

The 31-page manuscript
of Beethoven’s Scherzo from
his String QuartetOpus 127in
E Flat Major was bought by a
private buyer for 1,181,600
pounds, Sotheby’s auction
housesaidinastatement. “The
respltachieved by the Scherzo
today confirms beyond
all doubt the strength both of

Glaciers in Canada recede quickly

Otrawa, 7 Dec — Glacier cover in the Canadian Rockies is nearing its lowest pojnfcgendary composer,
in 10,000 years and water levels on the country’s biggest river of St Lawrence hav
fallen significantly in the last century, it is reported here Friday.

About 1,300 of Canada’s
glaciers have lost between
25 percentand 75 per cent of
their mass since 1850, Sta-
tistics Canada said Wednes-
day in a report entitled Hu-
man Activity and the Envi-
ronment.

The report said most of
thelosses have beenrecorded
in the last 50 years. “Along

the eastern slope of the Rocky
Mountains, glacier cover is
receding rapidly and is now
close to its lowest level in
10,000 years,” the report
added.

On the St Lawrence
River, levelsatMontreal “av-
eraged two metres above the
long-term average low-wa-
ter mark at the outset of the

the market and of the demand
for autograph works by this

" said
tephen Roe, head of
otheby’s European Book

Department.

Beethoven composed
the Scherzo at the request of
a Russian prince in 1824-
25.The manuscriptincludes
alterations and additions
made by the composer him-
self.— MNA/Reuters

last century”.

Matthew Bramley, di-
rector of climate change at
Alberta’s Pembina Institute
for Appropriate Develop-
ment, told reporters that the
recession of Rocky Moun-
tain glaciers has long been

Microsoft launches Internet
portal in Indonesia

JAKARTA , 7 Dec — Microsoft has officially announced
the launch of MSN Indonesia, a localized web site of
worldwide portal msn.com.

“Of the 350 million subscribers to msn.com, 306,000 are
Hotmail users and 110,000 are MSN Messenger users from
Indonesia, so we want to make it easier for them by providing
alocal MSNesite, using the Indonesian language as aninterface,”
PT Microsoft Indonesia president Tony Chen was quoted here
by The Jakarta Posis saying. Besides Hotmail and MSN
Messenger, the new site, msn.co.id, will offer local news,
search engines, online shopping, as well as electronic dating
services — all services offered by the original portal.

Meanwhile, Shriram Adukoorie, director of MSN South
Asia, admitted that partnerships with local companies in provid-
ing local news and other content were still being negotiated, so
the web site was only partially finished on the launch date.

“We invite local companies to enter into partnerships with
us in running this web site — for example, partnerships with
local media to provide the latest news for our web site,”
Shriram said. Nevertheless, Shriram was confident that the
number of local customers would grow by 100 per cent over
the next 12 months.

MSN Indonesia will also offer services such as MSN Mobile
so that subscribers can receive e-mail messages, breaking news
or chat with their friends via mobile phone.

Indonesia, with a total population of over 210 million, is a
land of opportunity for business people offering online services.

Although not many people have Internet access at home,
many users, including those residing in minor cities, enjoy
Internet facilities through local Internet cafes and in schools.

MNA/Xinhua

attributed to global warm-
ing.
MNA/Xinhua|

Ireland has won the Miss World beauty pageant,
held this year for the first time in China

Hainan, 7 Dec—Rosanna Davison, 19, took the title on China’s tropical island of 1
Hainan, watched by millions of people around the world.
China only recently lifted a 54-yearban on
beauty contests and spent millions sprucing

up the venue.

Miss Davison, the daughter of rock singer
Chris de Burgh, is a university student in the

Irish capital, Dublin.

Mr De Burgh - best known for his hit Lady
In Red - told reporters backstage: “I’m abso-
lutely thrilled, I'm seriously proud of her.”

Miss Canada, Nazanin Afshin-Jam, took
second place, while the host country’s Miss

China, Guan Qi, was third.

Beauty queens from a record 106 coun-
tries have been parading before the cameras
in recent days at China’s historic sites and

beauty spots.

They wrapped themselves in fur coats on
asnowy Great Wall and unpacked their swim-
suits on the southernisland of Hainan dubbed

as “China’s Hawaii”.

The city of Sanya has spent more than $30
million sprucing itself up for the cameras, as
the show for the first time was to be shown on
China’s state television.

A $12 m complex was built especially for
the pageant. Among the panel of judges of
this year’s finals are the Hollywood actor and
martial arts star, Jackie Chan, and the Miss
World 2001 from Nigeria, Agbani Darego.

Internet

Miss Ireland (centre), 19-year-old
Rosanna Davison, won the Miss Wo

competition held on Saturday in
Hainan, China. Second place went 1
Miss Canada (right), Ms Nazanin -
Afshin-Jam, while the host country’s | !"h-!-_.,.,.- |...
Guan Qi took third— INTERNET
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Bomb attack kills US soldier,
wounds two in Iraq

MosuL (Iraq), 7 Dec — Guerrillas blew
apart a US Humvee with a roadside bomb in
the northern Iraq city of Mosul on Sunday,
killing one American soldier and wounding
two in the latest deadly strike on occupying
forces.

Sergeant Kelly Tyler of the 101st
Airborne Division told Reuters that
explosives were detonated as a US convoy
drove past in Mosul, Iraq’s third-largest
city. Police who rushed to the scene said the
blastdestroyed a Humvee in the three-vehicle

“Weheard an explosion and ran towards
it.Isaw four US soldiers lying on the ground,
with their Humvee destroyed,”” policeman
Hamid Saleh said.

According to the latest Pentagon figures,
307 US soldiers have been killed in action
since the start of the war to oust Saddam, 192
of them since President George W Bush
declared major combat over on May 1.

Iraqi guerrillas have mounted daring
attacks against US forces and their allies as
well as Iraqis cooperating with the

convoy.

occupation. —Internet

International media protests US
visa policy, treatment of journalists

VIENNA (Austria), 7 Dec— International journalists are complaining that a US
requirement for them to have special visas is unfair.

An Austrian journalist
on his way to interview Ben
Affleck for a movie maga-
zine was detained, hand-
cuffed, held overnight and
deported.

Several say that in the

A US army vehicle (re_ar) ases Iraqi mTen-Iih_ed up fol

r gasoline at a gasoline stat

past they were able to enter
the United States for jour-

nalistic work without visas.

A photographer for a
Danish newspaper says he
was detained, his fingerprints
and DNA taken and that he
was escorted to his return
flight.

Six French journalists
were detained overnight in

Los Angeles, then forced to
cross the entire airport in
handcuffs and without belts
orlaces. The Belgium-based
International Federation of
Journalists plans to launch a
global campaign against the
US rules in coming days.
Internet

Baghdad on 6 Dec, 2003.INTERNET

UN says digital divide between
rich and poor narrowing

GENEVA, 7 Dec—The digital divide between rich and poor nations, measuring the gap

inaccess to the Internet and telecommunications, is narrowing faster than many expected,

a United Nations agency said recently.

Days before a world
information summit in Ge-
neva, which has “the divide”
high on the agenda, the In-
ternational Telecommunica-
tion Union said telephone
networks had spread rapidly
across the developing world
during the past decade.

“Fixed and mobile tele-

. d)hone networks have grown
1on 1n . .

more dramatically...than in

EU ministers agree transport priorities

BrusseLs 7 Dec— European Union governments approved a list of transpor]
infrastructure projects on Friday which will be eligible for EU funding — the Trans-
European Networks (TENSs) aimed at boosting Europe's economy.

In a meeting shown on
closed-circuit television, EU
transport ministers approved
the list and added just one to
the 29 projects — a canal
between the Netherlands,
Belgium and France. The list
must be confirmed by the
European Parliament.

Ministers looked headed
for a deadlock when several
countries, including Ireland,
Portugal and Sweden, tried
toadd new projects to the list,

aprocess some EU diplomats
said was inevitable if any
alterations were made to the
proposal.

But the new canal project,
linking waterways between
the river Seine in France and
the Schelde on the Dutch-
Belgian border, was the only
addition as ministers accepted
it was not included on the
original list largely due to
technical reasons.

"I am very, very happy,"

French Transport Minister
Gilles de Robien told
reporters. "It wasn't look-
ing good for the Seine-
Schelde."
European Union Transport
Commissioner Loyola de
Palacio resisted the addition,
saying it would open a
Pandora's box allowing other
countries and the European
Parliamentto overload the list
with new projects.
MNA/Reuters

the entire period before that
date (1990),” said Esperanza
Magpantay, one of the au-

t thors of the World Telecom-
munication Development
Report 2003.

As aresult, even a coun-
try as poor as Ethiopia, where
only 0.3 per cent of the popu-
lationare phone owners, some
80 per cent had reasonable
access to public phones, fel-
low author Michael Minges
told journalists.

At the same time, mar-
ket research reports on
Internet access in the Euro-
pean Union had routinely
overestimated usage because
when national statistics in-

stitutes carried out similar
surveys, the figures were on
average 13 per cent lower
than claimed in the research,
he added.

“The digital divide is
notasbig as it was thought to
be. In the EU there is prob-
ably less and in developing
countries more than we
thought,” Minges said.

As aresult, he added, it
was probably unnecessary
for developing countries to
press for financial aid for
telecommunications’ infra-
structure to be included in
the proposed action plan for
the December 10-12 sum-
mit.

A call by some devel-
oping countries for a “soli-
darity” fund is one of the
areas of disagreement that
envoys must try to resolve in

final preparatory negotia-
tions set for this weekend.

But while the infra-
structure might be in place,
more must be done to reduce
costs and increase awareness
of how best to use so-called
information and communi-
cation technologies — any-
thing from the Internet to
radio.

Above all, better statis-
tics were needed about use
and availability, particularly
in developing countries, to
enable governments to plan
effective strategies, the re-
port said.

“There is a dearth of
information for the world’s
poorest economies. This sta-
tistical divide is as great as
— or even greater than —
the digital divide,” it
added.—MNA/Reuters

Britain lifts
warning
against travel
to Turkey

Lonpon, 7 Dec — The
British Government on
Friday removed its warning
against travel to major cities
of Turkey, while still
claiming a high threat level
in the country.

“Whilst there is still a
high threat level in Turkey,
the advice against all but
most essential travel to
Istanbul and other major
cities has been removed from
the (Travel) Advice.

This is in response to a
change in the assessment of
the immediate threat,” the
summary of the British
Foreign Office’s newly
updated travel advice read.

MNA/Xinhua

Malaysian exports up 4.4% in October

KuaLa Lumpur, 7 Dec— Malaysia’s exports in October stood at nine billion U$
dollars, up 4.4 per cent over that of previous month, a Press release on Malaysia Exter

Trade Statistics indicated on Friday.

This was the highest monthly export
figure recorded since September 2000, said
the Press release issued here.

The total imports in October this year
rose to 7.42 billion US dollars compared
with 6.68 billion US dollars in September.

The trade surplus for the month under re-
view arrived at 1.58 billion US dollars.

Forthe period January-October this year,
total value of exports reached 81.67 billion
US dollars, up 5.4 per cent over that of same
period last year. —MNA/Xinhua

Study says cocaine, ecstasy cause DNA mutation

Rowme, 7 Dec— Cocaine and ecstasy not only cause addiction and raise the risk
cancer but also provoke genetic mutations, Italian scientists said on Friday.

“Cocaine and ecstasy have proved to
be more dangerous than we had imagined,”
said Giorgio Bronzetti, chief scientist at the
National Centre for Research’s (CNR) bio-
technology department.

“These drugs, on top of their toxico-
logical effects, attack DNA provoking mu-
tations and altering the hereditary material.
This is very worrying for the effects it could
have on future generations,” he said.

The use of ecstasy, a drug popular at
all-night dance parties, increased by 70 per

cent between 1995 and 2000, according to a
United Nations report published in Septem-
ber.

Ecstasy and amphetamines have over-
taken cocaine and heroin as the fastest grow-
ing global narcotics menace, the study said.

The CNR report, which took more than
three years to complete, said animal tests
had shown a direct relationship between
ecstasy and cocaine intake and the effects on
DNA.

MNA/Reuters|

ne

Tourists ride horses near the 4,500-year old Sphinx at

S

Giza near Cairo, on 6 Dec, 2003. Foreign tourism in

Egypt has bounced back in recent months, following a 25

percent decline earlier in the year during the height of
the Iraq war.—INTERNET
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Border area development:
Once upon a time in Mawpha regio

Ko Khin Maung Cho (Poet Ko Cho San), a friend of
mine, contributed a poem to the National Races magazine,
published by the Department for Development of Border
Areas and National Races. His poem reminded me of the
days when we were collectively upgrading Metman into a
town. Great! He could tell us about Metman with his poems.

Another friend of mine, Ko Ohn Myint, knew the
Mawpha area very well. He had served in the No 77 Light
Infantry Division. Although he is not a poet, he can tell us
about Mawpha very well.

He told us that, “When we went to Mawpha in 1986-
87, we had to cross Tapain River from a jetty on board a
pontoon boat. Mawpha then was a hamlet with only 14 or 15
houses. It is located on a mountain over 5,000 feet above the
sea level. From the mountain we could see Thanlwin River
flowing silently on the lowland. In the east we could see the
beautiful natural scene as far as the eye could see. The Point
5710, lying near Metman, was higher than the village. When
there were battles in the area, the No 77 Light Infantry
Division took a foothold at the Point. In the east not far from
the Point was Thankhamouk Hillock. The Tatmadaw
members had to make much sacrifices to seize it from the
BCP. The BCP had military camps in Yaung-U and Yaung-
aw. Our troops were stationed in Lon-nauk and Twe-nauk
villages in the north-west. I had discharged military duties
at Hsok-wo in the south of Mawpha. It was also a hamlet
with only 14 or 15 houses. There were poppy fields at the
village.”

Permanent guests in Mawpha region

Aye Win was one of my classmates during my four
years at the Defence Services Academy. He was quick to
make friends with anybody and friendly with everyone at the
institution. When we had completed our studies at the DSA,
duties were assigned to us to serve in the forward areas.
When I asked him his assignment, he told me that he was
assigned to Battalion No 105 under the No 77 LID. That was
the last time I had seen him and heard his voice. He
sacrificed his life for the national cause at a battle in Mawpha
region as a 2nd Lt. Other Tatmadaw members including Cap
Maung Yi, who was awarded the Thiha Thura Title for
gallantry, also sacrificed lives in Mawpha region.

Mawpha in the past

In the past, areas lying in the north and west of the
Mawpha region were under the control of BCP, Mongpyin
was in the south and Thanlwin River and Monghsu Township
were in the west. It was also known as Thanlwin/Mawpha
region. Residing there were Wa, Shan and Lahu races.
Although it was included in the Panyang Township it was
difficult for the authorities to open and run administrative

Myint Soe (Na-ta-la) —=

offices in Mawpha as it was on the other bank of the
Thanlwin. Thus, the region was under the control of the BCP
for many years.

Director U Sein Lin of our department was another
person who knew the Mawpha region very well. Although
20 years have passed, he could draw the map of the region
and pinpoint the villages, Tatmadaw camps, enemy positions,
the places where battles took place, and the jetty from which
he and his troops crossed the Thanlwin. He was from the No
104 Light Infantry Regiment.

The battalions under the command of the No 77 LID
engaged battles with the BCP troops and liberated many
areas from under the BCP control. While listening to his
words, my mind went back to the officers mess of the No 104
Light Infantry Regiment, where I dined together with my
friends, where we recounted our battle experiences, and
where we teased each other.

‘Whathe told me was the true situation of the Mawpha
region. The situation in the region was getting worse then.
The death of my friend Aye Win was a proof. The Tatmadaw
and the BCP were engaging in deadly battles to seize all the
strategic places in the region. Villages in the region were
destroyed, and became deserted or ghost villages because of
the battles. Even at the time when the Tatmadaw was able to
control most of the areas of the region, the local people still
lacked knowledge and necessities.

There were no schools, hospitals and dispensaries.
The military medical health attendants of the nearby military
bases were giving medical treatment to the patients at the
villages in the region. As for the villagers, they thought that
the anti-malaria drug was enough for curing all kinds of
diseases.

Mountain springs were the sources of water for
drinking and other purposes as there was not a single pond
or well of clean water in the region. There was no electricity
and cars. When the supply convoy arrived, the local people
came and helped carry the rations. Afterwards, they were on
a joyride on the cars.

Tarwein Nong was the only jetty in the region to
cross the Thanlwin. Many people lost their lives while trying
to cross the river. Household goods were rare as transport
was difficult. Even the household goods like soaps were
rare. Any kind of foodstuff including salt was expensive.
They had to satisfy their life with chilli and salt as the only
daily curry. They are sincere people. But their troubles were
so big. Who have saved them from those troubles?

*kkkk
(Translation: TMT)
Kyemon+Myanma Alin: 5 December 2003

Efficient use of electricity

* Use daylight as the main source of light
* Use the least possible amount of electricity
only if there is not enough natural light
* Use the least possible amount of electricity
required in production and service enter-
prises
*  Preventing waste of electricity benefits the
user and others
There are about 500,000 household
using electricity in Yangon. Thus, saving g
four-foot fluorescent lamp every day by each
household amounts to saving power that i
equal to the capacity a 20-megawatt powe
station can supply.

Efficient use of fuel

* Saving one gallon of fuel per car per month
will save the nation one US dollar

* Thus, a total of 455,822 cars in Myanmal
can save US$ 5.5 million in a year

* The amount, US $ 5.5 million, can build 3
major bridge across Ayeyawady River

Archdiocesan Youth Apostolate (Yangon)
celebrates silver jubilee

YAaNGoON, 6 Dec — The | Department Dr Myo Myint

Hockey tourney
opened

Afterwards, the deputy YanGoNn, 7 Dec —

Archdiocesan Youth
Apostolate (Yangon) held a
ceremony to mark its silver
jubilee at the Strand Hotel
on Strand Road here this

evening.
It was attended by
Deputy Minister for

Religious Affairs Brig-Gen
Thura Aung Ko, diplomats
of foreign embassies in
Yangon, Director-General of
Religious

the Affairs

1

and Deputy Director-General
U Htin Myo, the Bishop and
Fathers and officials of the
Archdiocesan Youth
Apostolate (Yangon),
Catholic youths and guests.

The youths of the AYA
(Yangon) sang a hymn
to mark the silver jubilee.
Next, the president of the
AYA (Yangon) presented a
brief biography of the
association.

minister and Bishop Charles
Bodelivered speeches on the
occasion.

Youths in charge Father
Edwin David spoke words
of thanks, followed by asking
for God’s favour and
protection for all.

Next, a dinner was
hosted and entertainment
programmes were presented
to those present.

il
Deputy Minister for Religious Affair Brig-Gen Thura Aung Ko addresses silver jub

celebration of Archdiocesan Youth Apostolate (Yangon) on 6-12-2008

The seventh Commander-in-
Chief of Defence Services
(Army, Navy and Air)’s
Shield Hockey Tournament
was opened at the state sports
grounds in Taunggyi on 3
December afternoon.

Among the spectators
were Shan State Peace and
Development  Council
Chairman Eastern Command
Commander Maj-Gen Khin
Maung Myint and wife,
military officers of the
command and departmental
officials.

The commander
addressed the opening
ceremony and watched the
first match in which the
central command team
played against No 11 LID
team.

Altogether 18 teams
are participating in the
tournament which continues
ilé 17 December.

MNA

* Do not be frightene
whenever intimidated

* Do not be bolstered
whenever flattered

* Do not be softened

whenever appeased
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Lt-Gen Maung Bo meets...

(from page 16)

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Lt-Gen Maung Bo said
that the government is im-
plementing plans for equita-
ble development of the areas
throughout the country in-
cluding border areas; as
Kayin State is included in
one of the areas of develop-
ment, departmental person-
nel are required to organize
local people so as to partici-
pate in the regional develop-
ment tasks; departmental of-
ficials are to harmoniously
and actively cooperate in
undertaking the tasks; in ad-
dition, service personnel
must carry out the tasks to
give wide knowledge to the
local people.

Then, Lt-Gen Maung
Bo cordially met those
present.

Afterwards, Lt-Gen
Maung Bo and Commander
Maj-Gen Thura Myint
Aung arrived at Mebaung
Monastery in Hpa-an where
they paid homage to State
Ovadacariya Agga Maha
Pandita Abhidhaja Maha
Rattha Guru Mebaung
Monastery Sayadaw
Bhaddanta Indriya, aged 94
and vasa 74. They asked
after health of the Sayadaw
and donated provisions to
the Sayadaw.

Lt-Gen Maung Bo left
Hpa-an at 11.30 am and ar-
rived back here in the
evening.— MNA
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Minister for Hotels and Tourism Brig-Gen Thein Zaw unveils signboard of Myann'nar ShoppingNéal page 1) mna

Construction work of
Monywa Airport inspected

YANGON, 7 Dec — Min-
ister for Transport Maj-Gen
Hla Myint Swe, accompa-
nied by Director of the De-
partment for Civil Aviation
U Ohn Myint and officials,
arrived at the finished wood
factory of Tagon Wood-
based Industrial Co Ltd in
Sagaing, Sagaing Division,
jointly undertaken by
Sagaing Division War Vet-
erans Organization and Fly-
ing Tiger Co Ltd, on 5 De-
cember. Deputy Manager of
the factory U Ko Ko Myint
reported on the site chosen
for construction of the build-
ing of Tagon Wood-based
Industrial Co Ltd, location,
laying of pipe line and con-
struction of the water tank.

Managing Director of the
Co U Mya Khaing reported
on production and sale of
timber, requirements and
supply of raw materials and
sale of finished products.
Next, the minister fulfilled

the needs.

The minister and party
inspected the machinery at
the factory and gave neces-
sary instructions to officials.

The minister and party
went to the constriction site
of Monywa Airport. Manag-
ing Director of Shwe
Thanlwin Highway Co U
Zaw Win Tun reported to
North West Command Com-
mander Maj-Gen Tha Aye
and Minister Maj-Gen Hla
Myint Swe on availability of
gravel and fuel oil, use of
vehicles and machinery. The
commander and the minister
attended to the requirements.

Next, they went to the
northern part of the runway
and inspected earth work
and tarring of road. The
commander and the minis-
ter also inspected along the
runway of the airport and
gave necessary instructions
to officials.

MNA
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Managing Director U Htay Aung of Ministr.y of Hotels and Tourism and Managing Director U Teza of Htoo Trading
Co Ltd formally open Myanmar Shopping M@News page 1)— MNA

Myanmar team bags five
silver, seven bronze more

YAaNGoN, 7 Dec— The
Myanmar sports contingent
won five more silver and
seven bronze today.

Winners of silver medal
were Kyaw Oo and Aung
Hsan Oo in the double event
in the billiard tournament;
Yin Hwa Thong Lwe in
Khata event of the women’s
judo tournament; Aye Aye
Thin in the 52-kilo event of
the women’s judo tourna-
ment; Aye Aye Aung in the
women’s 57-kilo event and
Yan Naing Soe in the men’s
73-kilo event.

Winners of bronze

medal were the men’s team
in the 50-m prome rifle
shooting event and Aung
Nyein Ni in the single
shooting event; Win Lwin
Oo in the men’s 80-kilo
Kumite event of judo Tour-
nament and Aung Thura in
the men’s 10000-m race; the
women’s two-oar western
style rowing event; Lay
Nanda Aung in the wom-
en’s 63-kilo event of the
judo Tournament and Tun
Tin Htoo in the men’s 66-
kilo event in the judo Tour-
nament.

MNA

Commander inspects TadaU
Township Hospital, Pansay
creek in Mandalay

YANGON, 7 Dec —
Chairman of Mandalay Di-
vision Peace and Develop-
ment Council Commander
of Central Command Maj-
Gen Ye Myint, accompa-
nied by departmental offi-
cials, made an inspection
tour of TadaU Township
Hospital on 3 December.
The commander inspected
operation theatre, patient
wards and dental section.
Dr Su Su Kyi reported to
the commander on
measures being taken for

giving medical treatment
in the hospital.

Next, the commander
encouraged the patients un-
dergoing medical treatment
and gave instructions to
officials.

Afterwards, the minister
proceeded to Pansay creek,
TadaU and inspected con-
struction of the bridge in
progress.

The minister gave nec-
essary instructions and at-
tended to the needs.

MNA

A&I Minister

YaNGoN, 7 Dec — The
Myanmar delegation led by
Minister for Agriculture and
Irrigation Maj-Gen Nyunt
Tin arrived back here by air
yesterday evening after at-
tending the 32nd Conference
of United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization
held in Rome, Italy.

The delegation was wel-

arrives back

comed back at Yangon Inter-
national Airport by Minister
forFinance and Revenue Maj-
Gen Hla Tun, Minister for
Livestock and Fisheries Brig-
Gen Maung Maung Thein,
Deputy Minister for Agricul-
ture and Irrigation U Ohn
Myint, Directors-General and
Managing Directors and offi-
cials. — MNA

Mass sports activities
launched in Bago Division

YaNGoN, 7 Dec —
Chairman of Bago Divi-
sion Peace and Develop-
ment Council Southern
Command Commander
Brig-Gen Ko Ko and wife,
departmental officials at
division/district/township
levels, members of Mater-
nal and Child Welfare As-
sociation, social organiza-
tions, local people and stu-
dents numbering over
50,000 collectively took a
walk in  front of
Thirihantha hall,
Shwemawdaw pagoda
yesterday morning, as
mass sport activities in the
first week of December,
2003.

The commander and
those present collectively
took a walk along
Shwemawdaw  pagoda
street, Shinsawpu street,
Phettan street, Hinthakon
street and Thanatpin street
and entered into Division
Sports Grounds and per-
formed physical exercises.

The commander and of-
ficials held lucky draw pro-
gramme including 32 kinds
of personal goods worth
over 200,000.

The mass sport activities
were held in every town-
ships, Bago Division and
will be held every week
during December.

MNA

Annual general meeting of
MWEA held

YANGON, 7 Dec —
Myanmar Women Entrepre-
neurs’ Association held its
annual general meeting
2002-2003 at the meeting
hall of the association on
Shwedagon Pagoda Road in
Dagon Township here this
morning.

Present at the meeting
were patrons of the associa-
tion, advisers, the president,
executives and members.

President of MWEA
Daw Sein Sein made an
opening speech. Secretary
Daw Nu Nu Yi and Auditor
Daw Khin Htay Yu submit-
ted and read the annual re-
port 2002-2003 of the ex-
ecutives and financial state-
ments respectively.

Joint Secretary Daw Hla
Wady read the list of new

executives for the year2003-
2004, and member Daw
Khin Ohn Myint supported
the list.

The chairman of the
meeting approved the list of
new executives including
President Daw Khin Myint
Myint, Vice-Presidents Daw
Thet Yi and Daw Nu Nu Yi
Secretary Daw Hla Wady
and Joint Secretary Daw
Khin Lay.

President Daw Khin
Myint Myint extended
greetings and handed over
K 12 million to the MWEA.
The donations was contrib-
uted form the funds for or-
ganizing the 10th Interna-
tional Women Entrepre-
neurs’ Federation World
Conference.

MNA
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President Daw Khin Myint Myint presents K 12 million
for funds of MWEA to officials.-v~a

Drive safely




Commander inspects...

(from page 16)
have been implemented and
feeder canals have been dug
in  Tetthitkyun  and
Bawlekyun areas.

Then, local authorities
and officials reported on re-
gional development and ag-
ricultural matters.

Next, local officials and
farmers reported on educa-

tion, health and transport
matters for regional devel-
opment.

Later, the commander
attended to their needs and
gaveinstructions that depart-
mental officials are to coop-
erate with social organiza-
tions and local people for
development of their respec-
tive townships.— MNA

Minister inspects No 2 Agricultural
Machinery Factory

YANGoN, 7 Dec — Min-
ister for Industry-2 Maj-Gen
Saw Lwin, together with of-
ficials, yesterday morning
arrived at No 2 Agricultural
Machinery Factory (Malun)
of Myanma Agricultural
Machinery Industries in
Minhla Township, Magway
Division. The General Man-

ager of the factory U Thein
Aung reported to the minis-
ter on production target and
production of new items and
future tasks.

The minister next in-
spected the workshop for the
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assembling of tractors and
gave necessary instructions
to officials. — MNA

Great Wall National Championship
Badminton Tourney concludes

YANGON, 7 Dec — The
final match of Great Wall
National Championship
Badminton Tournament and
the prize presentation, organ-
ized by Myanmar Badmin-
ton Federation, was held at
the Aung San Stadium this
morning. Among the spec-
tators were officials of the
Ministry of Sports, patrons

Prize presentation ceremony of Great Wall National
Badminton Championship in progressmna

and executives of Myanmar
Women Sports Federation,
patrons and President U
Maung Maung Swe of MBF
and executives.

After the final match,
MWSF General Secretary
Daw Aye Aye and U Maung
Maung Swe and officials
presented prizes to winners.
— MNA

Research paper reading
session of MAAFLFC to be held

YaNGoN, 7 Dec — Or-
ganized by Myanmar Acad-
emy of Agriculture, Forest
and Livestock and Fisheries
Science, research paper
reading session 2003 will be
held from 10 to 12 Decem-
ber.

The opening ceremony
of the paper reading session
will be opened at the meet-
ing hall of Myanma Agri-
culture and Livestock Breed-
ing Enterprise (Headquar-

A '

Y I

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe, Minister for Social Welfare,

Relief and Resettlement Maj-Gen Sein Htwa and Chairman of

Hninzigon Home for the Aged Management Board U Maung
Tin formally open 42nd FunfaiNews reported)— mMNA

ters), 9th mile, Pyay Road at
9 am of December 10.

The reading session of
paper on agriculture will be
held at the meeting hall of
Myanma Farm
Enterprise(Head Office), the
paper on forestry at Forestry
Department, Insein Town-
ship and the paper on live-
stock breeding and fisheries
at Livestock, Feedstuff and
Dairy Products Enterprise.

MNA

Hunger, poverty serious
threat to peace

Rome, 7 Dec — Pope
John Paul appealed to gov-
ernments on Friday to
tackle hunger and poverty,
saying they were a serious
threat to peace and that
having enough to eat was
a basic human right.

“Hunger and malnutri-
tion, aggravated by grow-
ing poverty, represent a
grave threat to the peace-
ful coexistence of peoples
and nations,” he told rep-
resentatives of the UN’s
food agency.

“Economic and political
decisions... must increas-
ingly be guided by a com-
mitment to global solidar-
ity and respect for funda-
mental human rights, in-
cluding the right to ad-

equate nourishment,” the
83-year-old Pontiff said.
One in every seven
people is now malnourished
and the goal of halving
world hunger by 2015 is in-
creasingly out of reach, the
United Nation’s Food and
Agriculture Organization
(FAO) said in its annual
report, published last week.

“The world cannot re-
main deaf to the plea of
those who demand the food
they need in order to sur-
vive,” the Pope said.

The number of hungry
people in the world in-
creased by 18 million to
842 million in 1999-2001
from 1995-1997, the FAO
hunger report said.

MNA/Reuters
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ICRC Conference agrees
on measures to protect

human

GENEvA, 7 Dec — The
28th International Confer-
ence of the Red Cross and
Red Crescent closed here
Saturday with the partici-
pants committing them-
selves to a wide range of
measures to protect human
dignity.

Over 1,500 representa-
tives of governments and
members of the Red Cross
and Red Crescent Move-
ment agreed on an Agenda
for Humanitarian Action,
which focuses on enhanc-
ing protection of people
affected by armed conflict
and reducing the impact of
disasters and disease on vul-
nerable groups.

The states undertook to
improve systems for ascer-
taining the fate of missing
persons and to take effec-
tive steps to search for and
identify human remains. It
was also agreed that all
states would pursue the ul-
timate goal of global elimi-
nation of anti-personnel
mines.

Furthermore, the confer-
ence made a call for pro-
tecting humanity from poi-
soning and the deliberate
spread of disease.

“We all agreed that ur-
gent action is required to
prevent the misuse of bio-
technology for hostile pur-
poses and the erosion of
the prohibitions on poison-
ing and the deliberate

dignity

spread of disease contained
in international humanitar-
ian law,” said Jakob
Kellenberger, President of
The International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross
(ICRC).

Kellenberger particu-
larly welcomed the two ob-
jectives of the Humanitar-
ian Agenda which focused
on issues relating to the
devastating effects of armed
conflicts.

He said that “the one is
aiming at ensuring respect
for and restoring the dignity
of persons missing as a re-
sult of armed conflict and
their families, and the other
at strengthening protection
from the indiscriminate use
and effects of weapons
through controls on weap-
ons development, prolifera-
tion and use”.

“This was the first In-
ternational Conference of
the 21st Century, and it
came at a time when the
world is facing major
challenges to peace and
security and widespread
threats to health,” said
Conference President
Jaime Fernandez.

The 28th International
Conference of the Red
Cross and Red Crescent
opened here on December
2 with the protection of
human dignity as its central
theme.

MNA/Xinhua
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Development of Rakhine State is not a dream
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: Zaw Min Latt (News Agency) E
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The State, the people and the Tatmadaw are join-
ing hands in all spheres for building up a peaceful, mod-
ern and developed nation.

At present, progress has been achieved in all sec-
tors. The State has constructed dams and reservoirs for
agriculture and roads and bridges for transportation.

Sanepauk Bridge constructed by Myanmar engi-
neers on Yangon-Kyaukphyu Road in Ann Township,
Rakhine State was inaugurated on 17 November. The
Ministry of Construction built the new bridge under the
guidance of the Head of State Senior General Than Shwe.

At the inauguration ceremony of the bridge, Mem-
ber of the State Peace and Development Council Lt-Gen
Khin Maung Than made a speech. In his speech, he said
the State Peace and Development Council has been mak-
ing strenuous efforts for all-round development to ensure
the emergence of a new modern and developed nation. In
the process, development projects have been laid down
and are being implemented to bring about equitable and
harmonious development across the nation. The Sanepauk
Bridge opened is situated in Taungup-Ma-ei-Kyaukpyu
road section of the Yangon-Kyaukpyu Union Highway.
The Kaishay Bridge, the Tanlwe Bridge, Hsabyin Bridge,
Lamu Bridge, Ma-ei Bridge have been constructed out of
14 bridges with a length of over 180 feet to be constructed
on Taungup-Ma-ei-Kyaukpyu road section. The Sanepauk
Bridge is the 7th of its kind to be opened on the road
section.

At the auspicious time, Chairman of the Rakhine
State Peace and Development Council Commander of the
Western Command Maj-Gen Maung Oo and Minister for

e e g - -
Sanepauk Bridge on Yangon-Kyaukpyu Road in Ann Townsh

ip, Rakhine State.

Construction Maj-Gen Saw Tun formally opened the
bridge. Afterwards, Lt-Gen Khin Maung Than unveiled
the stone inscription of the bridge.

The Sanepauk Bridge is 789 feet and four inches
long and constructed crossing Sanepauk Creek. The bridge
has 24 feet wide motorway and 2 feet wide pedestrian
lanes on both sides. Its upper structure is of steel frame
and lower structure is of reinforced concrete type. It can
withstand 60-ton loads. Its clearance is 170 feet wide and

6 feet in height from the maximum water level.

Now, Lonedawpauk Bridge, Didokepauk Bridge,
Thanthamakyi Bridge, Thanthamanchay Bridge, Thazintan
Bridge, Wanphike Bridge and Minkyaung Bridge are under
construction in Rakhine State.

Now, the dream of Rakhine State has come true.

*kkkk
(Translation: AMS)
Kyemon: 29-11-2003

Vajpayee confirms participation
in SAARC meet to Jamali

New DeLHi, 7 Dec — Just ahead of his trip to Nigeria for the Commonwealt
Summit, Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee here confirmed his participa-
tion in the SAARC summit in Islamabad in January to his Pakistani counterpart Mir

Chinese, Pakistani local governments
to strengthen cooperation

L aHorE, 7 Dec — Jia Qinglin, chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC), said he hoped that local
governments of China and Pakistan would strengthen cooperation and learn from

Zaffarullah Khan Jamali.

In a letter to Jamali, the
Prime Minister “confirmed
his participation at the
SAARC summit”, External
Afffairs Ministry spokesman
said in a statement here.

A letter to this effect
was delivered to Pakistan
Foreign Office on Thursday
morning, he said. The Prime
Minister’s letter was in re-
sponse to a letter of invita-
tion from Jamali on August
6, the spokesman said.

Vajpayee’s trip to Pa-
kistan takes place at a time
when the two countries are
in the midst of putting in
place confidence-building
measures to improve ties.

Indian officials have
said while the Prime Minis-
ter was bound to come across
Pakistani leaders at such a
forum, there was no likeli-
hood of any substantive talk
on bilateral issues taking
place between them.

While welcoming the
positive response from Paki-
stan to its proposals, New
Delhi has stuck to the view
that dialogue on outstanding
issues could be held only
when Pakistan took credible
steps to end infiltration and
cross-border terrorism.

The SAARC Summit
is slated to take place from
January 4 to 6 when leaders

from the seven-member
grouping including Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bhu-
tan and Maldives besides
India and Pakistan partici-
pate. Vajpayee had last vis-
ited Pakistan in February,
1999 when he had under-
taken the historic bus ride to
Lahore and signed with the
then prime minister Nawaz
Sharif the historic Lahore
Declaration. New Delhi is
looking for substantive
progress on issues like pref-
erential trading arrangement
and the free trade agreement
among SAARC leaders to
boost regional economic co-
operation. — MNA/PTI

each other.

Jia, who is here on an official goodwill
visit at the invitation of Pakistani Senate
Chairman Mohammedmian Soomro, made
the remarks during his stay here at separate
meetings with Punjab Province Chief Min-
ister Chaudhry Parvez Elahi, Governor
Khalid Magbool, Provincial Assembly
Speaker Mohammad Afzal Sahi.

Jia, who arrived in this capital of Pun-
jabProvince on Friday afternoon from Paki-
stan's capital city Islamabad, said this is his
first visit to Pakistan, which has enabled him
to witness the Pakistani people's friendship
toward the Chinese people.

He noted that Sino-Pakistani friend-
ship is the common treasure of the two
peoples and China's policy on its friendship
with Pakistan will never change no matter
what happens in the regional and interna-
tional situations.

China will join Pakistan in continuing
to promote the further growth of bilateral
relations, stressed Jia.

Punjab provincial leaders said China is
not only Pakistan's friendly neighbour, but
also a reliable friend.

They welcomed Chinese business com-
munities to invest here and conduct coopera-
tion.

During his stay in Punjab, Jia also vis-
ited the Heavy Mechanical Complex built
with Chinese assistance, Ghazi Barotha
hydropower project with Chinese participa-
tion, and the HNR Company Private Limited
with investment from China's Haier.

Pakistan is the last leg of Jia's visit to
five South Asian nations.

He had visited India, Sri Lanka, Bang-
ladesh and Nepal before arriving here.

MNA/Xinhua

Two more Indian temples to be
put on World Heritage list

New DELHI, 7 Dec — UNESCO will declare two tem-
ples in Darasuram and Kumbakonam in southern India's
Tamil Nadu State as World Heritage Temples on Monday,
Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) sources said Satur-
day.

The World Heritage Team from the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) will visit these sites on the same day, the Press
Trust of Indiaquoted the sources as saying.

The team is scheduled to visit on Sunday the world
famous Big Temple, which along with the Rock Temples at
Mahabalipuram near Chennai in east Indian coast, has
already been declared as a Heritage Temple by UNESCO,
the PTI reported.

The ASI had sent proposals to UNESCO to declare all
these temples as World Heritage Temples, it said.

India has altogether 16 monuments which have been
put into the World Heritage list so far.
MNA/Xinhua

"SEAI " expresses
concern about agri
proposed plans

Kocni, 7 Dec — The Seafood Export-
ers Association of India (SEAI) has ex-
pressed concern about the Agriculture
Minstry's proposed plans to permit joint
ventures between Thai and Indian compa-
nies to operate large and medium fishing
vessels in the Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ).

If large deep sea fishing vessels from
Thailand were permitted to operate in In-
dian waters, there would be almost total
depletion of deep sea resources, the associa-
tion said in its memoranda to the central
government, copies of which were released
to the media in this southern Indian city.

MNA/PTI

Three killed in
British light
aircraft crash

LonpoN, 7 Dec — Three people were
killed in a plane crash near Oxford on Satur-
day when the light aircraft attempted to land,
police said.

The victims were believed to be two
Belgians and a French national, a spokes-
woman for Thames Valley police said.

The plane is believed to have been trying
to land at Kidlington Airport in Oxfordshire
when it crashed into a field, the spokes-
woman said.

"The plane crashed as it was coming into
the airport," she said.

"We can confirm that three people died.
There are no survivors."

MNA/Reuters

20 injured as
local train
derails in Italy

MiLan, 7 Dec — A train
derailed just north of Milan
on Saturday leaving about
20 people injured, police
said.

They said the train,
which was going from Mi-
lan to Sarrono, derailed near
astation. The derailment was
believed to have happened
after the train collided with a
locomotive.

At least five people
were hospitalized, at least
one in serious condition, ac-
cording to initial reports.

MNA/Reuters
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The power of the industrial sector

kv

No 1 Tyre and Rubber Factory of Myanma Tyre and Rubber Industries

under the Ministry of Industry-2 is located six miles from Thaton, Mon

State. Thanks to the factory there are job opportunities for over 1,000

people. It produces different kinds of tyres. The photo shows part of
the production process at the factory. —pHoTO: HTWE KY1

The diesel engine factory in Indagaw Region, Bago Division, was
constructed by the Ministry of Industry-2. It is now manufacturing
18-horse-power engines for water pumps, power-tillers, generators

and dinghies. — MNA
)

~

The Myanmar Phar-
maceutical Factory
under Myanma
Pharmaceutical
Industries was con-
structed on 110.18
acres of land to the
west of Kyogon
station, Insein Town-

ship. The factory

produces high quality
tablets, medicines,
injections, vaccines
and intravenous
injections.
PHOTO:
AUNG MyYAT Kyaw

)

y-1= 12

V7RI | |

The Battery Workshop established in Dagon Myothit( South)-under the Ministry of Industry-2 produces 50,000 National brand
batteries a year to fulfil the domestic needs.-HoTo: I NDUSTRY-2
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10 Cuban migrants believed
dead in sea tragedy

Miami , 7Dec— A man found clinging to two inner tubes|
off the coast of Miami is believed to be the only survivol
from a group of 11 Cuban migrants whose home-mad
boat capsized during an attempt to reach the United

States illegally, the US Coast Guard said on Frida

The 24-year-old survivor
was among 17 Cuban mi-
grants repatriated to Cuba
on Friday, the Coast Guard
said.

A Coast Guard cutter crew
rescued the man about nine
miles off the Miami shore on
Monday but the incident was
not made public until Fri-
day.

The man told rescuers he
left Matanzas, Cuba, on No-
vember 27 with 10 other peo-
ple aboard a 14-foot home-
made vessel that was de-
stroyed when it ran into bad
weather. Weather reports for
the days in question con-
firmed the seas were rough
and the air unusually cool.

Coast Guard crews con-
ducted an intensive air and
sea search and alerted boat-
ers in the area but had trou-
ble pinpointing the vessel’s
likely route.

“Due to his traumatized
condition, the information
the survivor was initially pro-
viding was inconsistent,” the
Coast Guard said in a state-
ment. One body was found
on Wednesday, prompting
additional searches but there
was nosign of the other miss-
ing migrants.

“This confirmed the Coast
Guard’s fears that all of the
others had likely died,” the
Coast Guard said.

MNA/Reuters

Uganda bans using mobile
phones while driving

KawmpaLa, 7 Dec— The Ugandan Government Friday
announced a ban on using mobile phones while driving,
e and some other measures, to curb the frequent road acci-
dents in the country.

The stringent measures were announced by Minister of
Works, Transport and Communication John Nasasira in
the run-up to the road safety week.

Nasasira said the other measures included banning of
same day return journeys on long-distance roads, installa-
tion of speed governors for passenger service vehicles and
compelling only importation of buses with in-built speed
governors.

He said an average 15,000 accidents were reported
every year and that from 1988 to 2001 an average 1,650
people died in road accidents each year.

He said 2,017 people died in 2002 alone and most of the
victims were 45 years old and below, the most productive
age bracket.

He said long distance drivers will have time cards,
which the police would endorse at the different stages
of the journey to ensure they did not breach the speed
limits.

The minister added that the government will also
improve the road network under the 10-year road sector
development programme.

( N\
ﬁ—“l’ ALY
MENTHEY MAGATIVE
T emdlpdeaainf cararegs dimremerd coopgd
i n= rrorcers osrdlass Mogsilss -1
¥ wips mepragesd srplroneged e weiden
et el B e Drdrerear i,
R oyl pgroend CTD sf
[P .
el sl R g - X ==
o gt mubradenfgenoat Efs
L a— o O o
- S apa -
> sk e eoeoplallE s aa PEE RS
1 e, b — LE ] .
T !
\ 7

Zanzibar, Turkey agree to
cooperate in education sector

DARr-Es-SaLaam, 7 Dec— The Turkish Government has
agreed to cooperate with the Zanzibar Government in higher
education sector in order to give students in both countries
an opportunity in acquiring education.

The Turkish Ambassador to Tanzania Varol Ozkocak
made these remarks on Friday when meeting with Zanzibar
President Amani Abeid Karume at the Zanzibar State
House.

Ozkocak said that his government will look at the possi-
bilities of increasing the number of Tanzanian students in
Turkey for receiving higher education in various fields.

Karume said that the plan will help greatly the efforts
taken by the Zanzibar Government in enhancing the stand-
ard of education which is an important factor for the coun-
try’s sustainable development.

MNA/Xinhua

MNA/Xinhua
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Family communication urged to help
Chinese children avoid autism

GuanczHou,7 Dec— Psychological experts have urged Chinese parents to commn)
nicate about emotions and feelings with their children to help them develop a health

mind and easy character, and avoid lapsing into autism

The alert sounded to the dangers of
the psychological disorder mainly affect-
ing children following a recent survey
among 765 students in five primary and
junior schools in Guangzhou, capital of
south Guangdong Province, which is one
of the country’s economically developed
areas.

The survey on children’s view on fam-
ily education showed that more than 40
per cent of the interviewees wanted their
parents to have a sense of humour, more
than 20 per cent would like to join their
parents in games, web surfing and other
entertainment activities, and about 16 per
cent regarded chatting and communica-
tion with parents as the favourites at
home.

Experts at the provincial psychologi-
cal health research institute said that
the survey reflects the loneliness of chil-
dren in the present-day society, where

high-rises estrange children from each
other.

Chinese children meet their peers and
friends mostly during the schooltime
and spend their spare time alone at their
own homes without companions to play
games with or do group activities together
with.

Adding to the solitude is that, said
the experts, their parents are fully occupied
by work and other businesses and thus have
not enough time to share with their off-
spring.

The experts warned that those children
alienated from the community for quite a
long time are prone to autism, a condition
most common among children character-
ized by self-absorption, which could cause

b,

A pair of twins flash a victory sign during a party for twin
China, on 6 Dec, 2003. A total of 423 pairs of twins were invited to the party said to be

the biggest held in the former capital.
INTERNET

them to grow into adults indifferent to

others’ feelings and lacking community

sense and social responsibility.
MNA/Xinhua

Castro says Cuban revolution will
outlast Bush

CaRDENAs (Cuba), 7 Dec— Cuban President Fidel Castro said on Friday he wi
outlast any Bush Administration plans to oust him and Cuba’s one-party Communis

state will survive his death.

“The group of idiots that met in the
‘White House will die of bitterness and frus-
tration,” the 77-year-old Cuban leader said
in an address to school children celebrat-
ing the 10th birthday of Elian Gonzalez,
the shipwrecked boy at the centre of an
international custody battle in 2000.

Bush top aides met on Friday at the
White House and decided tighter inspec-
tions of US citizens travelling to Cuba
and a crackdown on illegal business with
the Caribbean island to enforce four-dec-
ade-old sanctions aimed at undermining
Castro.

The Commission for Assistance to a
Free Cuba, created in October by Presi-
dent George W Bush to foster a demo-
cratic transition on the island and headed
by US Secretary of State Colin Powell and
Cuban-born Housing Secretary Mel
Martinez, met for the first time on Friday
at the White House with Bush’s National
Security Adviser Condoleeza Rice.

“This little meeting does not worry us...
they would be better off dedicating their
time to drinking whiskey and smoking

marijuana,” Castro said, speaking to hun-
dreds of school children.

“They hope that 15 minutes after my
death the revolution will collapse. They
don’t know that this country has thousands
of leaders,” he added.

Castro, who overthrew a US-backed
right-wing leader in a 1959 guerilla upris-
ing, has outlasted the hostility of nine US
presidents after building a Soviet-styled
Communist society 90 miles from the
United States.

Since he arrived in the White House,

India may hike agri-import tariff to
counter WTO imbalances

Rowme, 7 Dec— India has warned that developing countries will have to increase

their import tariffs on agricultural products if the developed countries continue with

the current mammoth subsidies regime

“Unabated subsidies by major devel-
oped countries leave developing countries
with the sole recourse of using tariff related
measures to protect their farmers from the
adverse consequences of trade distortions”,
Agriculture Minister Rajnath Singh said
here.

Addressing a round table on WTO-
related issues in the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) conference
Wednesday, he said unfairly gained com-
petitiveness through bulging subsidies and
unjustified protection in developed coun-
tries have rendered the developing coun-
tries vulnerable to the agricultural trade
regime.

Plight of African cotton farmers clearly
illustrates the perils of lop sided reform in

agricultural trade. Similar deprivations
caused by distorted trade are evident across
much of the developing world.

Advanced developed world economies
must not be allowed to undermine the live-
lihood security of farmers in developing
countries under the guise of self-serving
trade reforms.

Singh is here for participating in the
FAO conference on Global Food Security.
Apart from participating in the round-table
discussion, he also held bilateral discussions
with European Agriculture Commissioner
and his counterparts from Japan, Sweden
and Finland. Talks mainly veered round
issues concerning negotiations in WTO on
agriculture.

MNA/PTI

Bush has tightened the screws on Cuba,
reducing travel there by academic and cul-
tural exchange groups, and cracking down
on Americans who visit the island without
a special US Treasury Department permit.
Bush has vowed to veto efforts to
amend trade sanctions, such as the lifting
of travel restrictions advocated by business
groups. Three years ago, US farmers and
agribusiness companies successfully lob-
bied for an exception to the embargo al-

lowing sales of food to Cuba.
MNA/Reuters

P

Germany’s Steffen Driesen, competes in the 200-metre backstroke at the World

Sl

swimming in Durban, South Africa, on 6 Dec, 2003.
INTERNET

Study shows smoking cannabis cause
damage to lungs

L onpon, 7 Dec— Smoking cannabis is not the harmless recreational activity it may
seem because it can cause lung damage, researchers said on Friday

Regularly smoking three or four joints
a week, even for less than six years, can
impair lung function and rob the body of
antioxidants that protect cells against dam-
age that can lead to heart disease and
cancer.

“Smoking cannabis on a regular basis
actually depletes your lung of protective
antioxidant substances... and this may have
chronic long-term implications for young
individuals,” said Dr Sarah Nuttall of the
University of Birmingham in central Eng-
land.

In a small study involving 20 people
aged 19 to 30, including non-smokers and
those who smoked tobacco and cannabis,
Nuttall and her team took blood samples,
measured lung function and tested for
antioxidant markers. She presented the find-
ing at a meeting of the British Thoracic
Society in London.

“We found that smokers, compared to
non-smokers, had impaired lung function,”
Nuttall said in an interview.

Cannabis smokers also had significantly
lower levels of a protective antioxidant and
@itfic oxide, which is involved in lung
function, than non-smokers.

“These findings are important in young

individuals in which the use of cannabis is
increasing and may have serious long-term
implications for what is currently regarded
as a relatively harmless recreational habit,”
she said.

Dr John Harvey of the British Thoracic
Society called for more research into the
effects of smoking on the lungs.

“It is vital that young people understand
the dangers of both cigarette and cannabis
smoking since these habits can start having
a serious impact on their lungs at an early
stage,” he said in a statement.

Some European countries have taken a
relaxed approach to cannabis use. Although
it is technically illegal in the Netherlands,
the drug can be bought and used in cannabis
coffee shops in the country.

The Netherlands was also the first nation
to make cannabis available as a prescription
drug in pharmacies for chronically ill pa-
tients. — MNA/Reuters

s in Nanjing, in east-central
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S-E Asian Games open in Vietnam Vietnam's gymnasts win first

Hanol, 7 Dec— The 22nd South-East Asian Games raised its
curtain Friday night amid a gala celebration at the My Dinh National
Stadium in Hanoi. A team of 11 skydivers carried the national flags of
the participating 11 countries and parachuted into the National Sta-
dium, signalling the official start of the nine-day biennial Games.

Vietnamese Prime Minister Phan Van Khai declared open the
Games after a parade of more than 5,000 competitors and officials.
Then thousands of athletes, artists and children took up the centre
stage with a colourful rendition of traditional songs and dances.

Nearly 4,000 athletes will compete in 32 sports, ranging from
traditional pastimes like athletics and soccer to the more exotic pencak
silat and sepak takraw. The competition will take place in 11 provinces
and cities nationwide, the majority of which in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh
City. The participating countries are Brunei, Cambodia, Vietnam,
Thailand, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, East Timor, Myanmar,
Singapore and Laos, with Thailand and Indonesia considered most
likely to dominate the region's biggest sporting event.

Vietnam and Thailand have both registered to compete in all 32
sports. The host nation has the biggest contingent with 690 competi-
tors, while East Timor the smallest with just 16.—MNA/Reuters

SEA Games gold for hosts

Hanol, 7 Dec— Hosts Vietnam claimed
their first gold medal at the 22nd Southeast
Asian Games on Friday as their women
gymnasts triumphed in the team event.

The Vietnamese team, composed of Do
Thuy Duong, Do Thi Ngan Thuong, Dao
Thuy Linh, Duong Minh Hang, Phan Thi Ha
Thanh and Tran Thi Phuong Thao, scored a
cumulative 124.550 points from four disci-
plines — vault, uneven bars, balance beam
and floor exercise. Singapore took the silver
with 124.425 points, with Thailand third
with 123.850. Many Vietnamese gymnasts
shed tears in delight after the competition as
it was a "surprise" win for them.

"We had pinned medal hopes on the
men's side," said Nguyen Hoang Bao, coach
of the Vietnamese team.—MNA/Xinhua

Philippines wins SEA
Games women's team
archery gold

Hanoi, 7 Dec— The Philippines
outscored Malaysia218-211 in the women's
team archery final to win the country's first
gold medal at the 22nd Southeast Asian
Games here on Friday.

The Philippines, who upset title favour-
ites Indonesia 226-224 in the semifinals,
maintained their momentum against the
Malaysians and bagged home the gold.

But Malaysia found some solace later
as its men archers grabbed the men's team
title after defeating Indonesia 236-232 in the
final.

The archery competition concluded on
Friday as Malaysia won half of the four gold
medals available —MNA/Reuters

Real Madrid's Brazilian player Ronaldo, centre, fights for the ball against Carles Puy
and Michael Reiziger of FC Barcelona during a Spanish league soccer match at Ca
in Barcelona, Spain, on 6 Dec, 2003. Real Madrid won the garmelatdrnet

beat.

The 61-year-old underwent a D-C cardio
version, a controlled electronic shock, on
Thursday, a statement from the English
champions said.

"This was performed successfully on an
elective basis yesterday. Everything is nor-
mal and Sir Alex feels fine," the statement
said.

British media reported that Prime Min-
ister Tony Blair recently underwent similar
treatment for the same ailment.

Ferguson is one of the most successful
managers in British soccer history having
guided United to eight Premier League ti-
tles in the last 11 seasons and the 1999
Champions League.

Constantly in the limelight in 17 years

13 ﬁanager of one of the biggest and highest

‘profile clubs in the world, he has had to deal
i witﬁ% number of controversial issues this
season.

Eriksson says qualifying not easy

FRANKFURT (Germany), 7 Dec— England coach Sven-Goran Eriksson said his tegnet to be resolved, and Ferguson has been
would not find it easy against British rivals Wales and Northern Ireland in their
qualifying group for the 2006 World Cup in Germany.

"It's local derbies, more
or less," Eriksson told re-
porters at the draw on Friday
after England were placed in
Group Six with Wales,
Northern Ireland, Poland,
Austria and Azerbaijan.

"Wales did very well in
qualification (for Euro2004),
they could have won the
group. It will not be easy at
all. "Iamsure Wales wantto
beat England at any cost but
we want the same. We will
see."

After guiding England

through to the Euro 2004
finals, Eriksson will be
confident of winning the
group and the Swede said
he was pleased to have
avoided the Netherlands,
one of the dangerous float-
ers in the draw.

Eriksson was also
happy to be facing Poland,
a team England have
played many times in pre-
vious qualifying groups.

"I think it's a rather
good draw, interesting,"
Eriksson said. "It's not per-

Answers for yesterday’s
Crossword puzzle

fect but it's not bad. We
will see what happens. It's
okay." Wales manager
Mark Hughes has fond
memories of the last time
the Welsh faced England,
the former Manchester
United and Barcelona
striker scoring on his in-
ternational debut to secure
a 1-0 victory at Wrexham
in 1984.

"It was in my hometown
and T scored the winner.
I've got happy memories
of that game and I hope to
have happy memories of
the games we've got ahead
of us as well," Hughes told
Sky TV "England are do-
ing very well at the mo-
ment. They are one of the
top sides so it's a big test
for us. I'm sure the Welsh
lads will relish the pros-
pect.—MNA/Reuters

United defender Rio Ferdinand missed
a drugs test, causing a huge furore that has

embroiled in a high-profile row with one of

Ferguson "feels fine" after heart scare

MancHesTER (England), 7 Dec— Manchester United manager Alex Ferguson said
he "felt fine" on Friday after undergoing hospital treatment for an irregular heart-

the club's biggest shareholders, John
Magnier, over the breeding rights for top
racehorse Rock of Gibraltar. That affair
looks destined to be decided in the courts.
He had planned to retire by this year but
decided against it, saying recently he felt
"fitter than ever". There has been specula-
tion in the British media that he plans to
continue until 70 as manager of United.

The statement said the problem had been
spotted ataroutine examination three months
ago.

"Further investigation indicated that
there was no underlying cardiac
abnormality...(the treatment) was performed
successfully,” it said.

Ferguson, who was "sent off" from the
touchline for the first time as United man-
ager for abusing an official during a match
at Newcastle United in August, will be in
charge of his team as usual for Saturday's
Premier League match against Aston Villa,
the club said.

MNA/Reuters

Beckham injury
scare for
Real Madrid

Maprip, 7 Dec—Real Madrid
midfielder David Beckham pulled out of
training with an ankle injury on Friday
but should be fit to play in Saturday's
Primera Liga clash with Barcelona at the
Nou Camp.

"Beckham withdrew as a precaution,"
Real coach Carlos Queiroz said after train-
ing. "He'll be okay to play.

"We have to take a lot of care and avoid
unnecessary risks. You also have to respect
what your body is telling you."

Assuming the England captain is fit to
play, Queiroz will be able to field his first-
choice side, including the likes of Luis
Figo and Ronaldo, both former Barcelona
players, and French midfielder Zinedine
Zidane.

Barcelona will be missing Brazilian
playmaker Ronaldinho, their leading at-
tacking player, because of injury.

MNA/Reuters

Woods top
candidate for
Player of the Year

‘WasHINGTON, 7 Dec— Tiger Woods
was still the top candidate for this year's
PGA Tour Player of the Year award,
according to an unofficial vote on Thurs-
day.

About 52.1 per cent of 10,783 read-
ers of the USA Today voted for Woods,
who did not win any major title this
year.

South Africa's Vijay Singh is the
second best player to these readers, re-
ceiving 27.7 per cent vote, while Mike
Weir, winner of the Masters, receiving
10.3 per cent.

The players on Tour began submitted
their votes after the Tour Champion-
ship early last month, and the final deci-
sion will be announced on Monday.

Woods won the title for the past four
years.

MNA/Xinhua

European favourites get easy ride in 2006 qualifying draw

FrANKFURT (Germany), 7 Dec—Leading European fa-
vourites France, Italy and England were given a relatively
easy ride when the preliminary draw for the 2006 World
Cup finals in Germany was made on Friday.

France, the 1998 champions and Euro 2000 winners,
were placed in European Group Four where their toughest
rivals will be Switzerland and Ireland.

Italy's trickiest opponents in a not-too-daunting Group
Five were Slovenia, Scotland and Norway, while England
face their British neighbours Wales and Northern Ireland as

well as Poland and Austria in Group Six.

The draw threw up some other interesting confronta-
tions with the Netherlands and the Czech Republic again
pitted together — as they were in both the preliminary and
finals draws for Euro 2004.

Germany as hosts are the only automatic qualifier and
will be joined by 31 other countries for the finals which open
in Munich on June 9, 2006 and end exactly one month later
with the final in Berlin.

MNA/Reuters



8-12-2003 (Monday)
(Programme Schedule)

Morning Transmission

(9:00 - 10:00)

9:00  Signature Tune
Greetings

9:02  Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

9:06 Myanmar Natural
Spirulina (Part I1I)

9:10 Headline News

9:12  Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes “Loach Fish
Curry in Oil”

9:15 National News

9:20  Beautiful Pleasant
Beach Village

9:25  Three Types of Dances

9:30 National news

9:35  Ancient Htoke Kan
Thein Temple

9:40  Song “Sumprabum”

9:42  Green Turtle

9:45 National News

9:50  Lifestyles along the
Ayeyawady (Manda-
lay to Pyay) (Part-I)

9:58  Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights
“Come and See
Myanmar”

8-12-2003°(Monday)

15:50 Beautiful Pleasant
Beach Village

Three Types of Dances
National news
Ancient Htoke Kan
Thein Temple

Song “Sumprabum”
Green Turtle
National News
Lifestyles along the
Ayeyawady (Manda-
lay to Pyay) (Part-I)
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Myanma Pano-
rama & Myanma Sen-
timent”

National News

A Thousand Bo-trees
from Greening Tropic
Zone

Myanmar Cuisine “Po-
tato Pudding”
National News
Myanma Traditional
Bronze Casting
National Dance
“Kayah Dance”
National News
Photo by Artist Photo
Show (Aung Min)
Song “Two, Together”
Weaving Industry of
Pakokku

National News

A Trip to Naga Land
Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”

15:55
16:00
16:05

16:10
16:12

16:15
16:20

16:25

16:30
16:35
16:40

16:45
16:50

16:55

17:00
17:05

17:10
17:12

17:15
17:20
17:25

Evening Transmission
(19:30 - 23:30)

Gems Market
Traditional Lamp
Dance

National News
Thabotseik Village on
Seaside

Song “Bonfire Festi-
val”

The National Museum
(111

National News
Special Teak Planta-
tion Programme in
Myanmar

Songs on screen
“Predestination”
National News
Travelogue “Pyin Oo
Lwin”

Myanmar Cuisine
“Traditions Shwe-
daung Noodle”
National News
Unforgettable Tradi-
tions of Pa-O National
National Dance “Kayin
Dance (We Bu)”
Inn-Waing Waterfall
National News
Myanma Seafood
Song “Come to
Myanmar (The
Golden Land)”
National News
Talent Show on the
Myanmar Bamboo
Xylophone

Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic Sights

19:55

20:00
20:05

20:10

20:12

20:15

20:20

20:25

20:30
20:35

20:40
20:45
20:50
20:55
20:57
21:00

21:05
21:10

21:15
21:20

21:30
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“Mingalabar”
Myanmar Natural
Spirulina (Part III)
Headline News
Easily Cooked Tasty
Dishes “Loach Fish
Curry in oil”
National News
Beautiful Pleasant
Beach Village

Three Types of Dances
National news
Ancient Htoke Kan
Thein Temple

Song “Sumprabum”
Green Turtle
National News
Lifestyles along the
Ayeyawady (Manda-
lay to Pyay) (Part-I)
Song “Naughty Girl”
National News

A Thousand Bo-trees
from Greening Tropic
Zone

Myanmar Cuisine “Po-
tato Pudding”
National News
Myanma Traditional
Bronze Casting
National Dance
“Kayah Dance”
National News
Photo by Artist Photo
Show (Aung Min)
Song “Two, Together”
Weaving Industry of
Pakokku

National News

21:35

21:40
21:42

21:45
21:50

21:55
22:00
22:05

22:10
22:12

22:15
22:20

22:25
22:30
22:35

22:40

22:45
22:50

22:55

23:00
23:05

23:10
23:12

23:15

23:20 A Trip to Naga Land | 23:15 National News
23:28 Song of Myanmar 23:20 Lifestyles along the
Beauty & Scenic Ayeyawady (Manda-
Sights “Come and See lay to Pyay) (Part-I)
Myanmar” 23:25 Song of Myanmar
Beauty & Scenic
8-12-2003°(Monday) & Sights ~ “Myanma
9-12-2003 (Tuesday) Panorama & Myanma
Evening & Morning Sentiment”
Transmission 23:30 National News
(23:30 - 1:30) 23:35 A Thousand Bo-trees
23:30 Signature Tune from Greening Tropic
Greetings Zone
23:32 Song of Myanmar 23:40 Myanmar Cuisine
Beauty & Scenic “Potato Pudding”
Sights “Mingalabar” 23:45 National News
23:36 Myanmar Natural 23:50 Myanma Traditional
Spirulina (Part III) Bronze Casting
23:40 Headline News 23:55 National Dance
23:42 Easily Cooked Tasty “Kayah Dance”
Dishes “Loach Fish 24:00 National News
Curry in oil” 23:05 Photo by Artist Photo
23:45 National News Show (Aung Min)
23:50 Beautiful Pleasant 23:10 Song “Two, Together”
Beach Village 23:12 Weaving Industry of
23:55 Three Types of Dances Paklokku
23:00 National news 23:15 National News
23:05 Ancient Htoke Kan 23:20 A Trip to Naga Land
Thein Temple 01:25 Song of Myann?ar
23:10 Song “Sumprabum” Beauty & Scenic
23:12 Green Turtle Sights “Come and See
Myanmar”
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( WEATHER )

Sunday, 7 December, 2003

Summary of observations recorded at 09:30 hours MST:

During the past 24 hours,weather has been fair in the whole
country. Night temperatures were 3°C to 4°C above normal in
upper Sagaing and Taninthayi Divisions, above normal in Kachin,
Kayah, Mon States and Magway Division, 3°C to 4°C below
normal in Kahin and Chin States and Yangon Division and 5°C
to 6°C below normal in remaining areas. The significant night
temperature was 0°C in Hakha.

Maximum temperature on 6-12-2003 was 33.5°C (92°F).
Minimum temperature on 7-12-2003 was 16.3°C (61°F). Rela-
tive humidity at 9:30 hrs MST on 7-12-2003 was 76%. Total
sunshine hours on 6-12-2003 was (8.1) hours approx. Rainfall
7-12-2003 was nil at Yangon Airport, Kaba-Aye and central
Yangon. Total rainfall since 1-1-2003 was 2211 mm (87.05
inches) at Yangon Airport, 2315 mm (91.14 inches) at Kaba-
Aye and 2394 mm (94.25 inches) at central Yangon. Maximum
wind speed at Yangon (Kaba-Aye) was 8 mph from Northwest
at (10:00) hours MST on 6-12-2003.

Bay inference: Weather is partly cloudy in South Bay and
generally fair elsewhere in the Bay of Bengal.

Forecast valid until evening of 8-12-2003Except for the
possibility of isolated light rain in Kachin and Northern Shan
States, weather will be generally fair in the whole country.
Degree of certainty is (40%).

State of the seaSeas will be slight to moderate in Myanmar
waters. Outlook for subsequent two daysSignificant decrease
of night temperature in upper Myanmar areas.

Forecast for Yangon and neighbouring area for
8-12-2003:Partly cloudy. Forecast for Mandalay and neigh-
bouring area for 8-12-2003:Fine weather.
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Lt-Gen Maung Bo gives instructions to departmental officials of Kayin State at Hpa-an Station.

Lt-Gen Maung Bo meets departmental officials in Hpa-an

YANGON, 7 Dec— Mem-
ber of the State Peace and
Development Council Lt-
Gen Maung Bo of the Minis-
try of Defence met with
Kayin State and districtlevel
departmental personnel at the
combined hall of Hpa-an Sta-
tion at 8 pm yesterday.

Lt-Gen Maung Bo gave
instructions on regional de-
velopment tasks.

Also present on the occa-
sion were Chairman of Mon
State Peace and Development
Council Commander of
South-East Command Maj-
Gen Thura Myint Aung, lo-
cal Light Infantry Division

CommanderBrig-GenNgwe
Thein, Chairman of Kayin
State Peace and Development
Council Col Khin Kyu, Sec-
retary of Kayin State Peace
and Development Council Lt-
Col Kyaw Win Maung,
Chairman of Hpa-an District
Peace and Development
Council Lt-Col Soe Myint
Aung, Chairman of
Kawkareik District Peace and
Development Council Lt-Col
Ko Ko Gyi and departmental
officials.

At the outset, Chairman
of Kayin State Peace and De-
velopment Council Col Khin
Kyu reported on implemen-

tation of rural development
tasks in 2003-2004 financial
year, agricultural undertak-
ings for local food suffi-
ciency, putting of 361,574
acres of land under monsoon
paddy, utilization of land and
reclamation of vacant and
virgin lands and accomplish-
mentof projectsin2002-2003
and implementation of the
projects till the end of Octo-
ber, 2002-2003.

Myanma Agriculture
Service Kayin State Man-
ager U Kyaw Thein reported
on rainfall in the state this
year, cultivation of monsoon
paddy, corn, edible oil crops

and double cropping, Deputy
Director U Khin Win of Set-
tlement and Land Records
Department on prospects for
reclamation of wetland in
Mebaung-Naunglon region,
Deputy Director U Aung
Kyaw Win of Irrigation De-
partmentondigging of drains
for ensuring prevention of
flood in Mebaung-Naunglon

Chairman of Hpa-an Dis-
trict Peace and Development
Council Lt-Col Soe Myint
Aung submitted reports on
utilization of lands in the dis-
trict, growing of monsoon
and summer paddy, ground-
nutand otheredible oil crops,
carrying out of economic,
social and transport tasks and
implementation of rural de-

velopment works.

Chairman of Kawkareik
District Peace and Develop-
ment Council Lt-Col Ko Ko
Gyi reported on utilization
of land in the district and
carrying out of five rural
development tasks. Next, Lt-
Gen Maung Bo attended to
their needs.

(See page 8)

region and Deputy Director
U Myint Htay of Livestock
and Veterinary Department
on breeding of domestic
poultry.

Afterhearing the reports,
Lt-Gen Maung Bo fulfilled
their requirements.

Commander Maj-Gen Myint Swe inspects dredging of d
Township— YANGON COMMAND

Commander inspects development tasks in Htantabin

Y ANGON, 7 Dec— Chair-
man of Yangon Division
Peace and Development
Council Commander of
Yangon Command Maj-Gen
Myint Swe, accompanied by
Secretary of Yangon Divi-
sion Peace and Development
Council Lt-Col Kyaw Tint
and departmental officials,
this afternoon inspected ag-
ricultural and regional de-
velopmental tasks. At 2 pm,
the commander arrived at
Kogyi Creek near Letpangon
Village, Htantabin Township
where he inspected dredging
of the creek by Irrigation De-
partment with the use of
heavy machinery.

Director U Kyaw Thein
of ID and officials reported

on further dredging of the
creek.

Then, the commander
gave instructions on supply
of water through canals for
cultivation of summer paddy
in Htantabin.

At Kyunngu river water
pumping project, the com-
mander saw over prepara-
tions for supplying water
through the main canal to
irrigate summer paddy field.
The commander gave in-
structions on cultivation of
summer paddy in time.

Next, the commander
met with local people and
urged them to exceed the tar-
get of cultivation of summer
paddy and cold season crops.

On arrival at the conflu-
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ence of Kokkowa River and
Kogyi Creek, the com-
mander gave instructions on
water supply for summer
paddy and proper flow of
water in Kogyi Creek to offi-
cials.

At Lamudan river water
pumping  project in
Bawlekyun, on the other
bank of Htantabin Township,
the commander gave instruc-
tions on tasks of the project
to be carried out as soon as
possible.

Then, the commander
inspected the rural road be-
tween Lamudanlay village
and Hleseik village in
Bawlekyun area.

Afterwards, the com-
mander met with officials
and local farmers. Speaking
on the occasion, the com-
mander said that it is neces-
sary to cultivate summer
paddy in the places where
monsoon paddy has been
harvested as well as cold sea-
son crops, edible oil crops
and pulses and beans. Local

rains on either sides of Thfda—aye Road in Htantg

Myanmar sports teams leave
for Vietham

YANGON, 7 Dec—A
14-member — Myanmar
Taekwando team and a 24-
member Myanmar tradi-
tional rowing team number-
ing 38 led by Team Leader
U Zaw Lin left here by air
for Vietnam this morning to
participate in the XXII SEA
Games.

They were seen off at

Yangon International Air-
port by officials of the Min-
istry of Sports, officials of
Myanmar Taeckwando Fed-
eration and Myanmar Row-
ing Federation and theirrela-
tives.

It is the last batch of
Myanmar sports teams to
take part in the games.

MNA

authorities are required to
inspect and provide assist-
ance to grassroots level. Cul-
tivation of crops must be car-
ried out in vacant and virgin
lands for greening the 30-
mile radius of Yangon Inter-
national Airport all the year
round. A total of 14 sluice
gates have been built, river
water pumping projects
(See page 9)

Myanmar delegation
arrives back

YANGON, 7 Dec— After
paying a goodwill visit to
China, the Myanmar delega-
tion led by Minister for Rail

plfansportation Maj-Gen
Aung Min arrived back here
by air this evening. The del-
egation studied rail trans-
portation work in Yunnan
Province, China.

Minister for Information
Brig-Gen Kyaw Hsan, Min-
ister at the Prime Minister’s
Office Maj-Gen Thein Swe,
Deputy Ministers for Rail
Transportation Thura U
Thaung Lwin and U Pe
Than, Chinese Ambassador

Mr Li Jinjun and embassy
staff, departmental heads
and officials welcomed back
the delegation members at
Yangon International Air-
port.

Minister Maj-Gen Aung
Min was accompanied by
General Manager (Mechani-
cal/Electronics) of Myanma
Railways U Soe Win, Gen-
eral Manager (Civil) Lt-Col
Thi Han, Deputy General
Manager (Electronics) U
Zaw Win and Assistant Gen-
eral Manager (Communica-
tions) U Ba Myint as mem-
bers.—MNA

Minister for Rail Transportation Maj-Gen Aung Min
and party being welcomed back at the airpertvina




